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Developer Howard
Jacobs will appeal;
continues with lawsuit
against city
BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

The largest development proposal to
hit Santa Monica’s Main Street in years
was shot down Wednesday, after planning
commissioners unanimously agreed that
the project is just too big.

The 133-unit housing and retail devel-
opment was proposed for the former
Pioneer Boulangerie Bakery site and
another plot across the street. Developer
Howard Jacobs purchased both parcels
just south of Pico Boulevard, and has been
trying to get the proposal through the city
planning process for nearly two years.

Santa Monica planning commissioners
spent about five hours reviewing the proj-
ect before voting 7-0 to deny it. Nearly all
of the commissioners said the develop-

ment, which totals 171,533 square feet,
dwarfs the neighborhood and would aes-
thetically ruin the north end of Main
Street.

“I cannot in all good conscience let the
unusual, unique, charming and very

intriguing character of the neighborhood
be overwhelmed,” said Commissioner
Geraldine Moyle. “It is simply too huge
and you can (determine) whether that’s
the Titanic or the iceberg.”

Commissioner Arlene Hopkins, like
other board members, commended
Howards’ design team for its effort and

good intentions. But she voted against the
project because of unknown factors —
such as the type of housing and the effects
of such a development on traffic. She also
feared that a project of that size would
make the area look like the south end of

Main Street, which is lined, to her dis-
tress, with tall buildings.

“It does in a way book end Main
Street,” she said.

Jacobs plans to appeal the decision to
the Santa Monica City Council rather than
redesign the plans so that the buildings are
smaller. 

“The reason we will go to the council
rather than the commission is because we
believe the commissioners, based on what
they expressed, are looking for a reduc-
tion in size,” he said Thursday. “I really
don’t understand the value in going back
to them.”

He said the project is 70,000 square
feet under what’s allowed by the city
code. Building a project much smaller
than that isn’t economically feasible, he
asserted.

Jacobs has proposed two mixed-use
buildings on both sides of Main Street.
The west-side project, located at 2012-
2024 Main Street, (the former
Boulangerie site), would have four sto-
ries, 107 residential units, a three-level
underground parking garage and 12,281
square feet of commercial space at street
level.

The east-side parcel, located at 2021-
29 Main Street, would include three sto-
ries, 26 residential units, a two-level
underground parking garage and 6,533
square feet of commercial space at street
level. 

Main Street development gets dealt second blow

Carolyn Sackariason/Daily Press
Students recently leave Santa Monica High School, where 26 percent of the entire
student body does not live in the city. Overcrowded classrooms have become
common district-wide, but remains the worst at the high school.

See JACOBS, page 3

“I cannot in all good conscience let the unusual,
unique, charming and very intriguing character of the

neighborhood be overwhelmed.”

— GERALDINE MOYLE
Santa Monica planning commissioner

District wants fewer
non-resident students 
BY ANDREW H. FIXMER
Special to the Daily Press

School officials may be willing to
lose millions of dollars so they can cut
about 300 students a year to combat
overcrowded classrooms.

Increased enrollment from local stu-
dents, combined with a high number of
out-of-district permits granted by the
Santa Monica-Malibu Unified School
District, has led to the overcrowding.

“Permits have enabled the district to
maintain a generally upward trend in
overall student enrollment over the past
several years,” wrote administrators in a
report that was presented at Thursday’s
school board meeting. “Unfortunately,
the district is nearing or has reached its
physical capacity to house more stu-
dents.”

To reduce class sizes, the school
board is considering limiting the number

of non-resident students by placing a
moratorium on issuing new permits and
retiring old permits as students graduate

Gambling millions
on smaller classes

“Unfortunately, the district is nearing or 
has reached its physical capacity to 

house more students.”

SCHOOL PERMIT ANALYSIS

See DISTRICT, page 3



ARIES (March 21-April 19)
���� Your family or a close friend backs you. You
feel you are coming from a strong experience. Reach
out to a problem person at a distance. Be more nurtur-
ing with the difficult people in your life. Walk in their
shoes, and you will gain a deeper understanding of
them. Tonight: Put up your feet or think massage.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
���� Pressure from a partner could be quite irritat-
ing, if not difficult. You should be able to deal with the
situation by now. Do what you feel is best for the
majority rather than doting on a difficult associate.
Confirm meetings; return messages. Tonight: Play the
night away.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
��� Family, real estate and domestic matters shake
up a relationship. Listen to someone else's perspective.
There is something to be gained there. Brainstorm and
you will come up with an even better idea or solution.
Confusion surrounds communication. Tonight: Handle
the basics.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
���� Your energy sags, though you do manage to
finish up all you must. Work with someone on a one-
on-one level in order to effectively structure a monetary
agreement. Not everyone sees what is going on as you
do. Don't even try to explain right now. Tonight: Talk
up a storm with friends over bubblies.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
��� Deal with finances directly. A risk could back-
fire. New beginnings happen because of ingenuity - not
only on the amorous level, but also the creative level.
Pressure builds to a new level and confusion ends up in
chaos or uproar. Tonight: Don't do your holiday shop-
ping. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
���� You're personality plus, but a family member
or roommate might not be swayed. Creativity stems
from your ability to make peace and your ability to
allow others to express their ideas. In the long run, you
will be able to have your way. Avoid passive-aggressive
behavior. Tonight: Whatever makes you happy.

JACQUELINE BIGAR'S STARS

The stars show the kind of day you'll have: 
�����-Dynamic    ����-Positive    ���-Average    ��-So-so    �-Difficult

Do whatever makes you happy, Virgo

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
��� Kick back. Keep an important conversation with
a child or loved one quiet. Pressure builds if you try to
force your way. Step back and take a deep breath.
Discussions could be confusing. Think about the bot-
tom line here. Tonight: Vanish quietly.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
����Your friends mean a lot to you. Work meetings
become not only networking opportunities, but also a
full social occasion. Be careful with the spending.
Listen carefully to someone you trust about spending.
Your intuition plays into your domestic life. Tonight:
Whatever makes you smile. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
��� Your responsibilities could stress you out, when
you would rather do other things. Instead of grumbling
or pushing through work, put on your pleasant face and
do what you have got to do. You'll gain much more with
good will. Tonight: Don't worry about the present con-
fusion.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
���� Call a friend rather than acting out on a prob-
lem. Relax and know that others are under similar pres-
sure. You're also very sensitive at the moment, as you're
not reading a situation clearly. Pencil in a movie or a
concert where you can escape to later on. Tonight:
Vanish.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
���� Deal with others on a one-on-one level. Have
that discussion you have been putting off. Your softer
ways work with a disappointing association, whether
you decide to allow this tie to become less important, or
give it one more chance. Tonight: Go with the flow.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
��� Pressure builds at work. Are you allowing too
many personal calls? Learn to say "no" to friends and
family. Remember your priorities. Your instincts tell
you how to placate an irritated boss or associate.
Recognize that you have been pushed to your limits.
Tonight: Say "yes" to someone's request.
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“Nothing can prevent you from learning the truth 
so much as the belief that you already know it.”

— Jon K. Hart
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Jacobs noted that the commissioners continued to use
words like “mass and scale” during their analysis of the
project instead of simply talking about its size because
they know he is proposing something far smaller than the
legal allowance.

“Under the zoning code, it would be illegal to use size
so they use ‘scale’ and ‘placement,’” Jacobs said. He
added that because the city has height limits, he can’t
build a taller but denser building. But likewise, city reg-
ulations prevent him from building right up to the street,
which would spread the development further on the
block and make it appear less massive.

Jacobs cited another telltale indicator that commis-
sioners know he is within city height standards: they
referred to the height of the buildings in terms of stories,
not feet. 

“The comments made about the stories, massing and
placement ... they want a smaller project,” he said. “But
we are in compliance with the codes in every way.”

The effort to bring the “right” project into the public
review process has gone unnoticed by city planning staff,
said Jacobs, who filed a lawsuit against the city in early
November. He claims the city has dragged its feet in
completing the environmental impact report on the pro-
posal. It’s supposed to be done within 12 months, accord-
ing to state law.

It took a year and a half for the city to get the 500-page
report completed. The city has contended state regula-
tions represent guidelines, not rules.

Jacobs claims that the delay has cost him millions of
dollars because he has had to continue to pay interest on
his debt, as well as $82,000 a month in maintenance
expenses. 

The developer claims that the Santa Monica City
Council put the project in jeopardy when it delayed hir-
ing a consultant to complete the environmental impact

report in April of 2000. At the time, the city told him that
the report would be done in July of 2000 and before the
planning commission in February of 2001. The contract
with EIP Associates, the West Los Angeles-based con-
sulting firm hired by the city, wasn’t signed until
December. Jacobs was told the project would be
reviewed by the planning commission in May or June of
2001. But its final review came this month. Jacobs said
Thursday that he was told the appeal will be reviewed in

late January by the city council.
“What’s particularly frustrating is the staff has had the

plans in the current form for two years,” he said, adding
the commissioners’ comments Wednesday didn’t even
address the analysis in a report they have been awaiting
for nearly two years. “We have been begging (city staff)
for years to tell us what needs to be changed. The whole
idea for staff to review it is so the developer can do it
right the first time.”

By the Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Driven by low mortgage
rates, the number of California households able
to afford their own home grew to 34 percent in
October, according to an industry study released
Thursday.

The 3 percent increase from the same period a
year ago represents the biggest jump in more
than a year in the Housing Affordability Index,
released monthly by the California Association
of Realtors.

Even though more than one-third of California
households can now afford to own a home, that’s
still far below the national average of 59 percent.

The biggest factor in the affordability increase
has been the Federal Reserve’s ongoing interest
rate cuts, which have pushed down mortgage
rates.

“Mortgage interest rates fell more than one
percentage point in October compared to a year
ago, which has helped offset an 8.5 percent
increase in the median price of a single-family

home in California,” Robert Bailey, president of
CAR, said in a statement.

The results from CAR reflect a wide range of
California home prices region to region.

San Francisco remained the most expense
county in the state, where a family needed a min-
imum income of $130,375 in October to afford
the median priced home of $515,060. Just 16
percent of households could afford to buy a
house, although that number represents an
improvement over last year, when only 11 per-
cent of the population could buy.

The most affordable area in the state in
October was Kern County, where 62 percent of
households could afford their own home. The
median home price was $105,789.

The greatest year-to-year regional improve-
ment in October was in Santa Clara County, the
heart of Silicon Valley, where affordability
climbed 12 percentage points to 30 percent, as
the median home price fell to $481,000 amid the
tech downturn from $527,220 a year earlier.
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Areas in state that are most 
expensive and affordable
By The Associated Press

Five most affordable counties to own a house in California, with 
percentage of who can afford to own, and median home price:

— Kern, 62 percent, $105,789.
— San Bernardino, 54 percent, $148,295.
— Fresno, 53 percent, $124,627.
— Stanislaus, 44 percent, $170,123.
— Merced, 43 percent, $138,823.

Five least affordable areas to own a home in California, with 
percentage of who can afford to own, and median home price:

— San Francisco, 16 percent, $515,060.
— Contra Costa, 17 percent, $484,558.
— San Mateo, 19 percent, $586,500.
— Marin, 20 percent, $639,344.
— Santa Cruz, 20 percent, $475,000.

Source: California Association of Realtors

Housing affordability improves across California

Developer frustrated with government delays

Carolyn Sackariason/Daily Press
The proposed location for a 133-unit housing and retail development on Main Street is the abandoned
Pioneer Boulangerie Bakery. One Santa Monica resident said the area feels ‘depressing and dirty.’ Santa
Monica Police came to the site Thursday after homeless people were found living in the empty building.

JACOBS, from page 1

or leave the district.
However, school officials said non-

resident students currently enrolled in
the school district will be allowed to fin-
ish out their education in Santa Monica.

District officials hope by limiting the
number of non-resident students enter-
ing the school system over the next nine
years, they will be able to cut 300 stu-

dents annually — a loss of $1.5 million
in state funding per year — until an
average class size of 27 students is
achieved. 

According to the school district’s
report, non-resident kids currently make
up nearly 21 percent of the student body
and bring in about $12.8 million annual-
ly for the school system. 

To make up for the dramatic decrease
in funding, the school district will have

the difficult task of finding new ways to
make up for the lost revenue.

Five years ago, the school district was
under-funded and unable to cope with
the financial weight of educating its stu-
dents. So in order to raise money, the
school board allowed many out-of-dis-
trict students to enroll in Santa Monica.
With the increased enrollment, came
extra money from the state.

Now the school district boasts some
of the top test scores in the state and a
wide array of classes and extra curricu-
lar activities.

In October, the school board asked 
the administration to study ways
of decreasing class size and the impact it
could have on the school district’s finan-
cial health, which prompted the district
analysis. The board’s decision was not
known before press time Thursday.          

Non-resident kids make up 21 percent of student body
DISTRICT, from page 1



Looking for the
Daily Press?

The Santa Monica Daily Press is a free newspaper
that is circulated throughout all six commercial

zones within the Santa Monica city limits.

Hundreds of copies can be found in 
news racks at these local businesses:

Santa Monica Boulevard Locations:

• Bodies in Motion
• St. John’s Hospital
• Sunshines
• Coin Laundry
• IHOP
• Carl’s Jr.
• Chevron
• DK’s Donuts and Bakery
• Union 76 
• King Liquors
• 7-11 
• US Bank
• Buon Café
• Quiznos
• St. John’s Hospital
• Coogies Café
• Comfort Inn
• Shakey’s Liquor
• Stokes Fire
• Convenient Market

This is not a complete list.

You can find more copies in these areas:

• Montana Avenue Commercial Zone

• Wilshire Boulevard  

• the Downtown Commercial Core (including Third Street Promenade)

• Main Street Commercial District

• Lincoln Commercial District.

Additional circulation points include:

• Major Hotels on Ocean Avenue

• Retail businesses on the Boardwalk and Santa Monica Pier districts 

• Commercial zones on Pico and Ocean Park Boulevards.

If you are interested in becoming a distribution point (it’s free and gives your customers 

just one more reason to come in), please call 310-458-PRESS (7737) x 104
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Ring the bell for help
By Daily Press staff

The Salvation Army will begin its red kettle campaign on Friday, Dec. 14. Locked
kettles are placed at various locations throughout Santa Monica. Organizations and
businesses are encouraged to adopt a kettle for a shift, a day, or a week. The Salvation
Army provides immediate aid during times of need, long term-solutions to the prob-
lems of homelessness and hunger, unemployment and job training programs. The
Salvation army is in need of volunteer bell ringers to staff the kettles. Interested indi-
viduals should contact Brian West at (310) 451-1358.

‘Most expensive’ nativity scene ready to be lit
By Daily Press staff

Beginning in 1953, Santa Monica has been the home to one of the most extensive
nativity scenes exhibited on the West Coast. Once again, there will be 14 life-size
exhibits along Ocean Avenue at the Palisades Park in Santa Monica. Walking or driv-
ing south on Ocean Avenue near Santa Monica Boulevard visitors are able to see and
hear the story of Jesus’ birth and early childhood. The opening celebration ceremo-
ny is Sunday, Dec. 9 at 3 p.m. The scenes will be up from Dec. 8 through Jan. 3.

Hanukkah celebrated today
By Daily Press Staff

Join Hershel the Puppet and friends for Hanukkah stories and songs today at Dec.
7 at 4 p.m. in the main library auditorium at 1343 6th Street, (at Santa Monica
Boulevard). The program is free and recommended for children ages 4 and up. For
more information call the children’s department at (310) 458-8621.

Local kids’ drawings on display
By Daily Press staff

The Santa Monica Public Library has announced about 300 drawings by local
children are currently on display in the main library children’s department at 1343
6th Street, (at Santa Monica Boulevard). The drawings were submitted as part of a
city-wide bookmark contest done in conjunction with the Santa Monica Malibu
Unified School District, in which children were asked to design a bookmark with the
“Get Carried Away ... Read!” the winners are as follows:

Grades K-1
First Place: Shari Kiana Ratcliff
Second Place: Cami Berry
Grades 2-3
First Place: Jovan Johnson
Second Place: Steven Gordon
Grades 4-5
First Place: Maisy McVicar
Second Place: Caer Fergusen
All first- and second-place entries will be made into bookmarks, soon to be avail-

able at all open branches of the Santa Monica Public Library. For more information
call the children’s department at (310) 458-8621.

Harry Shearer hits 19th year on KCRW
By Daily Press staff

Le Show airs Sundays at 10 a.m. on 89.9 FM/KCRW Santa Monica and is
archived on-line at KCRW.com. Le Show is a weekly hour-long romp through the
worlds of media, politics, sports and show business, leavened with an eclectic mix of
music, hosted by satirist, producer, actor, author, film-maker and all-purpose man,
Harry Shearer. The program is distributed on satellite by KCRW, and is heard on
nearly 50 public radio stations across the country, as well as NPR Worldwide, XM
Satellite Radio Channel 150, and on shortwave at WBCQ. Harry Shearer, a Los
Angeles native, has been the host/producer of Le Show on 89.9 FM KCRW Santa
Monica since 1983.

Scrooge needs some spirit
By Daily Press staff

Grumpy Ebenezer Scrooge is at it again and needs a healthy portion of some good
old-fashioned holiday spirit. So he’s coming back to downtown Santa Monica for the
2nd Annual Holiday Open House  & “Sale Fit for Scrooge,” on Saturday, Dec. 8 and
Sunday, Dec. 9 from 2 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

The open house takes place throughout downtown Santa Monica, and includes
great savings, treats in every store and free gift-wrapping for all. In fact, the event
will be so much fun that even Scrooge will get the Christmas spirit and share his
good will by randomly paying for the purchases of holiday shoppers throughout the
weekend.

Scrooge is joined by the Cratchett’s in a humorous adaptation of Dickens’ “A
Christmas Carol” performed Saturday on Third Street Promenade at 3 p.m. and 4:30
p.m. with encore presentations in Santa Monica Place at 3:45 p.m. and 5:15 p.m.; and
on Sunday on Third Street Promenade at 3:00 p.m. and 3:45 p.m. with encore pre-
sentations in Santa Monica Place at 4:30 p.m. and 5:15 p.m. This performance is pro-
duced and performed by members of Mystery Event Theater.  Carolers, bell-ringers
and an organ grinder add to the traditional Christmas atmosphere as well as a per-
former’s holiday showcase.  

For more information, visit us at www.santamonicaplace.com or www.down-
townsm.com.

COMMUNITY BRIEFS
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BY TOM COYNE
Associated Press Writer

GOSHEN, Ind. — A man opened fire Thursday at the
simulated-wood factory where he worked, killing a co-
worker and wounding several others before committing
suicide, authorities said.

One person was slain inside the Nu-Wood Decorative
Millwork plant and a SWAT team later found the gunman
with an apparently self-inflicted gunshot wound. A gun
was near his body.

“He was dead when they found him,” Elkhart County
Sheriff’s Capt. Julie Dijkstra said.

The gunman had apparently just been fired or was
about to be fired, she said. His name and those of his vic-
tims were not immediately released.

Six people were wounded, State Police Sgt. Brant
Klemm said. He described most as “walking wounded,”
and one victim in critical condition was upgraded to seri-
ous condition late Thursday.

Workers told authorities an automatic weapon was

used and some injuries appeared to be shotgun wounds.
Earlier, the mayor and hospital administrators said

they feared 30 to 35 people had been shot. Corporate
reports show that’s about how many people are employed
at Nu-Wood.

Tammy Funderburk of nearby New Paris said she
spoke briefly by cell phone with her 18-year-old son,
who worked at the factory and escaped uninjured.

“He saw the gunman coming and he had a big rifle,”
Funderburk said. “He saw the gunman shooting people
and he ran out the back door as fast as he could.”

The shooting jolted this northern Indiana community
of 29,000 about 100 miles east of Chicago. An elemen-
tary school kept its pupils inside and Goshen College, a
small school run by Mennonites, told students and facul-
ty to stay indoors.

Alerted by a 911 call from another business nearby,
police and SWAT teams surrounded the factory and cor-
doned off the industrial park on the edge of town. Twelve
nearby plants were evacuated, and more than a dozen
ambulances lined up near the complex.

“The place is smothered in cops,” Chris Barouska, a
parts manager at a neighboring Ingersoll-Rand factory,
said as authorities scrambled to find the gunman.
“Completely surrounded.”

By late afternoon, people were leaving the building
with their hands on their heads and rescue crews removed
people on stretchers.

Nu-Wood makes a polyurethane-based product that
resembles white pine and is used as decorative trimming
by homebuilders and remodelers.

According to Dun & Bradstreet, the company employs
35 people and reported $3.1 million in sales last year. Nu-
Wood changed its name from GR Plastics Inc. earlier this
year and leases 40,000 square feet at the Goshen building.

Herb Stein, a Nu-Wood manufacturer’s representative
who works out of his home in Akron, Ohio, said it was not
a typical factory.

“It’s not like an assembly line situation,” he said.
“Everyone knows each other, and everyone intermixes
with each other.”

Crazy gunman opens fire in factory

BY LAURA KING
AP Special Correspondent

KABUL, Afghanistan — Among the
Taliban, Mullah Mohammed Omar’s
word was always law. Now, as the purist
Islamic movement collapses, its leaders
are desperately trying to salvage safety for
the bearded, one-eyed cleric who led them
to rule — and to ruin.

Cornered in their last military strong-
hold of Kandahar, the southern
Afghanistan city that is also their spiritual
home, the Taliban are offering to lay down
their weapons — but at a price.

Under the still-murky terms of a sur-
render accord announced Thursday by the
Taliban and tribal leaders opposing them,
Omar’s safety would be guaranteed. The
leader of Afghanistan’s incoming interim
government, Hamid Karzai, said it still
hadn’t been decided whether the Taliban
leader would be arrested, as the United
States demands.

President Bush quickly let it be known
he wouldn’t countenance any deal that left
Omar — who refused to hand over Osama
bin Laden, chief suspect in the Sept. 11
terror attacks — at liberty.

“The president believes very strongly
that those who harbor terrorists must be
brought to justice,” said White House
spokesman Ari Fleischer. Asked whether
Bush believed that category included
Omar, he replied: “Yes.”

In seeking to strike a deal, the Taliban
have very little leverage. Kandahar has
been under intense American bombard-
ment for nearly two months, and a contin-
gent of more than 1,000 U.S. Marines is
backing up anti-Taliban tribal forces who

have been advancing on the city.
Even so, the Pashtun tribesmen closing

in on Kandahar have little desire for a bat-
tle to the death with the Taliban, their eth-
nic kin. And the surrender pact tests the
prestige of Karzai, picked only a day ear-
lier by Afghan factions as head of an
administration that will govern for six
months while a new post-Taliban order is
forged.

Throughout the confrontation over bin
Laden, Omar has been a highly visible yet
profoundly enigmatic figure.

From his customary seclusion in
Kandahar — where his young disciples
coalesced to form the Taliban movement
— the 41-year-old cleric issued pro-
nouncements that were sometimes contra-
dictory and confusing, but never strayed
from an essential message: The Taliban
would not yield.

Earlier this month, he described the
struggle for Kandahar as an opportunity
for martyrdom — one that he urged his
fighters to seize.

Karzai said as part of any deal to save
himself, Omar would have to renounce
terrorism. The United States replied, in
essence, that such a renunciation would be
too little, too late.

Defense Secretary Donald H.
Rumsfeld said in Washington that the
Bush administration would not accept any
deal that allowed Omar to remain free and
“live in dignity” anywhere in the region.

And he suggested that any accord that
failed to bring Omar to account could lead
to an abrupt end to American support for
anti-Taliban tribal forces.

“Our cooperation and assistance with

those people would clearly take a turn
south if something were to be done in
respect to the senior people in that situa-
tion that is inconsistent with what I have
said,” Rumsfeld said.

The Taliban, unsurprisingly, portrayed
the offer to surrender Kandahar as a self-
sacrificing move on Omar’s part.

“Mullah Omar has taken the decision
for the welfare of the people, to avoid
casualties and to save the life and dignity
of Afghans,” the Taliban’s former ambas-
sador to Pakistan, Abdul Salam Zaeef,
said in the Pakistani capital.

Hours before the surrender accord was
announced, Karzai had told The
Associated Press he would offer amnesty
to ordinary Taliban fighters — but not to
Omar, the man who once declared himself

Amir ul-Momineen, or true leader of the
Muslim faithful.

As the Taliban came to prominence —
and moved on to raw, unchecked power
— Omar rarely strayed far from his roots.
He seldom left his compound on the out-
skirts of Kandahar. The outside world was
not welcome; he rarely met anyone who
was not a Muslim. Almost no photographs
of Omar exist.

Left one-eyed by a shrapnel shard to
the face during the fight against the Soviet
Union, Omar is largely unschooled except
in the Muslim holy book, the Quran —
though the Taliban’s critics have always
claimed the movement’s unyielding inter-
pretation of Islam did not have true ori-
gins in Quranic teachings.

Fate of Taliban leader lies at heart of surrender deal

Associated Press
U.S. Marines from the 15th Marine Expeditionary Unit from Camp Pendleton,
Calif., walk through a dust cloud as they patrol outside Camp Rhino in south-
ern Afghanistan, Thursday. The Marine task force is operating in southern
Afghanistan in support of Operation Enduring Freedom.

By the Associated Press

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. — A
man who legally uses marijuana for medic-
inal purposes is suing Delta Air Lines for
kicking him off a plane because he was
carrying the drug.

Irvin Rosenfeld, a stockbroker from
Boca Raton, filed suit Wednesday in feder-
al court, claiming the airline violated feder-
al protections for people with disabilities.

Rosenfeld, 48, suffers from a rare and
painful bone disease and finds relief in
smoking marijuana, which is prescribed by

a doctor and grown for the government.
Every day, he smokes up to 12 marijuana
cigarettes to fight tumors.

In March, he was kept from boarding a
Delta flight from Fort Lauderdale to
Washington, D.C., where he was to attend
a U.S. Supreme Court session on possible
expansion of medicinal marijuana use.
Officials told him he had to leave the mar-
ijuana behind or get written permission
from every state he was flying over.

Rosenfeld’s attorney, Christopher
Sharp, said refusing to seat his client on the
airliner was like kicking a diabetic off the

flight for carrying hypodermic needles and
insulin.

“We’re not putting any price tag on this,
but Delta’s exposure in this is consider-
able,” Sharp said.

Rosenfeld is one of a handful of people
in the country receiving marijuana from the
federal government because of unusual
diseases. He has smoked government-pro-
vided marijuana for nearly 30 years and
says without the drug, his condition would
become so painful that he could not walk
and could hemorrhage.

Under the federal Air Carriers Access 

Act of 1986, Delta had to specify in writing
why Rosenfeld could not board the air-
plane and why he was thought to be a
threat to the safety of those on board, Sharp
said. The airline did not do that, he said.

A Delta spokeswoman said she was
unaware that any Americans were permit-
ted to smoke marijuana.

“Under federal law, marijuana is an ille-
gal drug, and I’m not aware of any medical
use exception of the nature he claims or of
any private citizen having a right to possess
it in the United States,” Katie Connell said.

Marijuana smoker sues Delta for kicking him off flight 
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Reality Check®

By Dave Whammond
Speed Bump®

By Dave Coverly

Natural Selection®

By Russ Wallace

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
by Chuck Shepard 

The idiot defense
• Stephen Millhouse, 20, was convicted of burglary in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, in October, for

breaking into the apartment of a 21-year-old woman and awakening her. According to her testi-
mony, Millhouse was only slightly aggressive, mostly asking politely for sex, which she declined.
Frustrated, Millhouse then asked for an actual date. She finally gave him her phone number just
to get rid of him, and when he called her back, she arranged a meeting and, ultimately, for his
arrest. Millhouse's lawyer told the jury that his client is too stupid to be dangerous, even asking
Millhouse on the stand, "Did you really think she wanted to see you again?" (Millhouse answered,
"I didn't know for sure. That's why I called.")

NO ARTIFICIAL FLAVORS, COLORS OR
PRESERVATIVES ADDED. NEVER

PROCESSED, PICKED FRESH DAILY.
100% ORGANIC NEWS ...

Santa Monica Daily Press
310.458.7737

Fax: 310.576.9913
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Employment
FLORAL DESIGNER needed 
for flower shop in Century City.  
Please call (310)785-0669

GENERAL OFFICE Assistant 
for busy Marina Del Rey travel 
office.  Microsoft Word, Excel. 
Contact: Billy (310)823-7979

HAIR STYLIST, ESTHETICIAN 
& RECEPTIONIST wanted for 
Campus Cuts salon at UCLA.  2 
positions open.  Stylist Minimun 
2 years experience. (310)206-
4770

MANICURIST FOR Busy Santa 
Monica Salon.  Full-time, com-
mission or rented.  Open 9am-
8pm. (310)450-8669

RECEPTIONIST FOR busy up-
scale Brentwood Salon.  Full-
time, Tues. - Sat.  Position 
starts January 1 2002. 
(310)471-5555

RETAIL SALES for S.M. chil-
dren’s clothing manufacturer 
outlet store.  Day hours, P/T or 
F/T including Saturdays.  Great 
benefits, medical, dental & 
401K  Fax resume 310-829-
1485 or call (310)453-3527 ext. 
206

REWARDING SALES CA-
REER. Int’l firm with 16 years 
success track record seeks ex-
perienced business person M/F 
to sponsor & coach clients on 
maximizing & protecting wealth.  
Comprehensive training & sup-
port.  Call Mr. Kenedy 
(800)600-5149

Santa Monica Daily Press is hir-
ing experienced journalists. 
Daily newspaper experience 
preferred.  Applicants should 
have a flare for hard news. 
Send resumes to Carolyn Sack-
ariason at P.O. Box 1380 Santa 
Monica, CA 90406-1380

Boats
20’ CAL: Good condition.  Com-
pletely stock. Xtra Geona sail. 
Motor. Incl. cust. trailer. $1900
(310)391-4051

24’ ISLANDER ‘66:  6hp Evin-
rude, 6-gal metal tank, radio, 
galley, sleeps 4 $1990 obo 
(310)645-3104

27’BAYLINER BUCCANEER
Great live-aboard, very spa-
cious, aft cabin  MUST SELL! 
$5950 obo.  (310)417-4141

For Rent
27’ CATALINA, Immac liva-
boad/Cruiser.  Many xtras. 
MdR slip.  $6900 obo (310)892-
4616

DOUBLE GARAGES 
FOR RENT!

Available Immediately
$300/mo plus one month $300 
security deposit.  Excellent se-

curity, off street, suitable for 
parking or storage, owner pays 

electricity.  One year lease.
(323)870-5884

LADERA HEIGHTS: Single 
4820 Slauson Ave. #1  Stove, 
carpet, blinds, laundry, parking, 
no pets.  $500 & up Call  323-
298-0221

MAR VISTA: Single  12746 Pa-
cific Ave. #4  Stove, frig, D/W, 
A/C, carpet, blinds, laundry, in-
tercom-entry, parking, no pets. 
$700 Call  310-578-7512

OFFICE SUBLET; 1, 2, or 3 of-
fices available.  Great location 
in Santa Monica starting @ 
$450.00/month.  available imm-
ed. Steve (310)392-6100

For Rent
S.M.:  2+1, 3 blocks to beach.  
Huge balcony, parkay floors, 
lndry, prkg. Ocean view. $2100.  
(310)399-1273

SANTA MONICA $1250 1bdr, 
upper + garage. Stove, frig, 
hrdwd floors, blinds.  N/P. Near 
SMCC.  Must see! (310)450-
4989

SANTA MONICA No.  Studio, 
Hdwd flrs, penthouse.  Lots of 
windows, brite, Available 12/1. 
No pets. $1050 (310)628-7272

SM     $1800 2+2.  Approxi-
mately 1100s.f. 2 car enclosed 
gar. No. of Wilshire Bl. Walk to 
Montana Shops. 2020 Wash-
ington Ave. Call: (310)395-1880

SM $1400 Lg 2 bdrm 1 ba, 
hrdwd fl, lots of closets, stove, 
prkg, ldry rm Quiet area 
(310)396-1644

SM: 3 bdrm live/work pent-
house apt. Amenities include 
phone answering, reception, 
state of the art conference 
rooms & facilities, high-speed 
(T1) Internet and wired comput-
er ports. Modern full kitchens & 
baths. Two large terraces 
w/ocean view. $3,000. For info 
& appointmt: (310)-526-0310. 
Weekends (310)-890-0310.

STUDIO SPACE FOR LEASE 
avail 1500sf Santa Monica. AM, 
Eves, Sun, for classes, work-
shops, meetings. E. Pico, Am-
ple Parking.  Karen 310-396-
5990

VENICE BEACH Lrg 1+1 apt. 
Enclosed patio, 1/2  block to 
beach.  N/p w/stv & refrig $1250
(310)641-1149

VENICE:  $1350 1Bdr + 1Ba 
Hdwd floors.  W/D in unit.  1128 
6th Ave. No pets. (310)399-
7235

For Rent
VENICE BEACH Rental prkg, 
n/s n/p from $1550  all amenet-
ies  Available now.  Short 
term/long term  112 Dudley 
Ave.  (323)936-5203

VENICE HOUSE for rent 
$1975. 3+1 Approx. 1000s.f. 
Hrdwd & carpets. Remodeled 
kitchen, pvt. garden.  Very 
clean.  New appliances, inside 
W/D. 2477 Walnut Ave.
Call: (310)395-1880

VENICE:  $995, 1Bdrm & Sin-
gle $850.  Stove, refrig, carpet, 
laundry, utilities included, park-
ing, no pets.  501 N. Venice 
Blvd.  Call 9am to 7pm JKW 
Properties 310-574-6767

VENICE:  2bdrm+2bath, park-
ing,1 block from beach, mini 
bar, $1700 + sec. dep. 
(310)305-9659

VENICE:  DUPLEX 2+1  W/D, 
appliances, hardwood floors 
$1700  2 blocks to Abbot Kin-
ney.  N/P 627 San Juan Ave. 
(310)399-7235

VENICE:  Lrg 1+1 w/grt lite. 
Huge closet, stove, W/D on site.  
Off the canals.  $1325 
(310)305-8109

VENICE: 3+2, Lrg, sunny up-
per unit, 4 plex.  French doors, 
balcony, parking. $2100 
(310)581-5379

VENICE: ON BOARDWALK
Sec. building.  Clean 1bd/loft 
bdrm+1.2 level balcony. 
w/vu.frig, stv., D/W, lndry, gtd, 
prkg. $1850. (310)823-6349

W. LA 2464 Barrington 3bdr, 
3ba Lrg rooms, all appliances 
included.  Fireplace, marble 
countertops, in unit W/D.  Gated 
parking elevator, intercom en-
try. $2195.  OPEN DAILY. Mgr. 
Call:  (310)390-9401

For Rent
W. LA Lrg STUDIOS. Hdwd 
flrs, completely remod.  Light. 
No pets, 1 year lease. $825-
$875  (310)628-7272

W. LA: 2464 Barrington Ave. 
4bd/4ba  Very Lrg unit, spa-
cious closets, marble counters, 
stove, refrig, d/w, nu paint, frplc, 
gtd prkg intercom entry, eleva-
tor. W/D in unit.  Open daily. 
$2695. Mgr. Call: (310)390-
9401

W. LOS ANGELES:  1+1 2471 
Sawtelle Blvd. #103  Stove, 
D/W, A/C, fireplace, blinds, car-
pet, laundry, intercom-entry, 
gated parking, cat ok.  $1050 
Call 310-578-7512

Vehicles for sale
96 VOLVO 850 turbo, teal blue 
with tan interior 61,000 miles 
(310)280-0840

Announcements
ABILITIES COMMISSION
monthly meetings. Sign lan-
guage interpreter. Krispy Kreme 
doughnuts. Hotline (310) 899-
3888

Announcements
FLAP HAPPY KIDS!

100% cotton children’s wear 
OUTLET STORE would like to 

invite you to our 
GET-YOUR-CHRISTMAS-

BARGAINS-BEFORE-THE-
HOLIDAY-SALE!  

Wed. Dec. 12th through 
Sat. Dec. 15th

2330 Michigan Ave., Santa 
Monica (Just east of Cloverfield 

& north of the 10 freeway)
Tel 310-453-3527

We carry Flap Happy & other 
brand name closeouts and 
irregulars at 10%-80% off 

regular retail!
OPEN MON-SAT 10am to 5pm
*Note:  We’ll be closed Mon. Dec. 10th & 

Sat. Dec 22 through Tues. Jan 1

Services
HOLIDAY PERSONAL ASSIS-
TANT. Need help with shop-
ping, parties, cleaning, cooking, 
office work or kids? Call Lee 
(310)451-7841. References

The State-Of-The-Art 
Videoconferencing Solution
Fixed 30 frames per second

Currently being used by; The 
US Navy, Smithsonian Institu-
tion, the Mayors office in San 
Diego and New York, The Uni-
fied School District of San Die-
go, Police and Fire Depart-
ments, Warner Brothers, CNN 
and Turner Networks.  Call to-
day: West Coast Video Phone
(310)392-0799

Health/Beauty
FULL LIPS Fast. Forget expen-
sive collagen.  Works in mi-
nutes. $38 ordervc.com 310-
312-0662

THIS JUST IN!

Buck A Day
Classifieds!

Only at the

C L A S S I F I E D  A D  I N S E R T I O N  O R D E R  F O R M

$14.80 per column 
inch for display ads.

$5.00 per day for 
the first  10 words.
50¢ per word for 

each additional word.

Bold: 50¢ per word

Italic: 50¢ per word

Boxed: 50¢ per ad

Reverse: 50¢ per line

CAPITALIZED: 50¢ per word

Underlined: 50¢ per word

Blank Lines: 50¢ each

EXTRAS
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PRINT CLEARLY:
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010 Meetings
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200 For Sale
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FAX: 310-576-9913
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HOLIDAY
FOOD DRIVE

Help Stop Hunger by Participating 
in the Westside Food Bank

Drop Off Canned Goods at
Westside Food Bank

Warehouse
1710 22nd St.
Santa Monica
Monday-Friday

7am-1pm

Santa Monica Chamber 
of Commerce

501 Colorado Ave. #150
Monday-Friday

9am-noon
1pm-5pm

Your donations will help supply food to 65 social agencies in Santa Monica,
Venice, Culver City, West LA, Inglewood and West Hollywood.

WESTSIDE FOOD BANK
P.O. BOX 1565, Santa Monica, CA 90406 
310) 828-6016 Fax: (310) 828-2646
www.westsidefoodbankca.org

LLAABBrriiddggee
IInntteerrnneett

S t a r t i n g  a t
$ 6 2 . 4 5 / m o !

S i g n - u p  o n l i n e  a t  L A B r i d g e . c o m  o r  c a l l  3 1 0 . 8 2 3 . 6 4 1 6  

Internet Connections

always on,
always fast

“Since LA Bridge installed 

DSL at my home, I have 

found the flexibility 

to use the Internet in 

a whole new way.”
__Bill Foster,

Apple Computer

each account includes:
• 24/7 Internet connection

• 7 days/week tech support

• 6MB personal web space

• free local dial-up acct 

• over 4000 worldwide dial-up 

locations for laptop users who 

travel. (a metered service).

BY BRENDAN RILEY
Associated Press Writer

CARSON CITY, Nev. — The Nevada
Supreme Court refused Thursday to rein-
state a money-laundering case against Las
Vegas golf course developer and profes-
sional gambler Billy Walters and three
other men.

The high court rejected arguments by
the state attorney general’s office that
Clark County District Judge Mark
Gibbons erred in tossing out a grand jury
indictment in the case last year. It was the
third such indictment to be rejected.

In addition to Walters, the Supreme
Court decision favors his security chief
Jimmie Hanley, his computer chief Daniel
Pray, and John Tognino of New York.

Justices said the state’s evidence
showed that Walters’ business had “con-
siderable contact with an alleged book-
maker in New York,” and he and the other
three men frequently transferred large

sums in casino accounts.
“While such circumstantial evidence

allows an inference of money-laundering
in connection with illegal gambling, the

state’s evidence ... is marginal,” the court
said.

The Supreme Court also criticized
prosecutors for introducing prejudicial
testimony about organized crime activity
in New York.

Justices said prosecutors told grand
jurors that the four men were only charged
with money-laundering, but “did nothing
to curtail the flood of immaterial testimo-

ny concerning organized crime families.”
The unanimous decision upholds the

lower court’s ruling that prosecutors erred
in letting New York City Police Detective
Edward Galanek give grand jurors a ram-
bling tutorial on organized crime opera-

tions in that city.
The judge said there was no allegation

that the Walters defendants were associat-
ed with organized crime, and it’s possible
the testimony inflamed the grand jury that
subsequently returned the indictment.

Richard Wright, attorney for the four
men, said prosecutors “totally ignored”
Nevada law on grand jury proceedings —
laws that provide much better protections
for defendants than federal law.

Prosecutors contended the men were
involved in a conspiracy with out-of-state
bookmakers to place illegal bets and then
transport the winnings back to Nevada.

The attorney general said that Walters
had a Las Vegas phone-room operation
that made up to 12,000 calls a month out
of state to illegal bookies. Investigators
believed Walters had Hanley handle the
cash sent back to Nevada on winning bets,
and had Pray maintain the betting records.

Nevada high court won’t reinstate money-laundering case

By the Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Cameras installed
this year to catch red light runners at just
eight intersections have produced 12,000
citations, police officials said.

In comparison, without such cameras
available, there were 25,000 red light vio-
lation tickets issued last year at the other
4,300 intersections in the city.

Eight more red light cameras are to be

installed within the next four months.
“It appears to be very productive,”

police Sgt. John Gambill told the City

Council’s Public Safety Committee on
Monday. A drop in red light violations at
five of the eight intersections is proof

that the program is working, Gambill
said.

Police also announced Monday that
the city and the company installing the
camera system, Affiliated Computer
Services, agreed on the remaining loca-
tions for the still cameras.

The firm is seeking a change in the
way it is paid. It wants a flat fee for cita-
tions issued, rather than a fee for each
ticket resulting in conviction.

L.A. intersections cameras produces 12,000 tickets

“While such circumstantial evidence allows an 
inference of money-laundering in connection with 

illegal gambling, the state’s evidence ... is marginal.”

— NEVADA SUPREME COURT

“It appears to be very productive.”

— SGT. JOHN GAMBILL
LAPD


