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Serving Santa Monica for the past 3 weeks and 2 days

Carolyn Sackariason/Daily Press
Comedian Paula Poundstone is surrounded by
members of the press and her supporters outside
the Santa Monica Courthouse Wednesday. A judge
allowed her to go home after being at a Malibu
treatment facility for the past six months.

BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

Comedian Paula Poundstone had little to say to a
judge Wednesday when he released her from the
Promises drug and alcohol treatment center in Malibu
after a six-month stay.

Los Angeles County Superior Court Judge Bernard
Kamins praised Poundstone, a Santa Monica resident,
for her progress in the effort to stay sober. Kamins
released her from the Malibu drug and alcohol rehabil-
itation center where she was sentenced after pleading
no contest to child endangerment. She went home after
the court hearing.

“You have remained abstinent and have done all the
other tasks I asked you to do,” Kamins told Poundstone
during a hearing. “Today is really a day for commenda-
tion rather than to bite you.”

He also commended her for attending last week’s
session of drug court to see how the county program
works for other people who are addicted to drugs and
alcohol.

“People just like you were there, from all walks of
life,” Kamins told Poundstone.

Poundstone, who has blamed her problems on drink-
ing, was asked by Kamins how she felt about her treat-
ment.

“Fine,” she said softly, declining to share further
feelings. Poundstone spent much of the proceedings
shaking her right leg quickly, with about a half dozen
friends and supporters sitting behind her.

With the judge’s encouragement she added, “I feel
fine.”

The judge also sentenced Poundstone to a day in jail
for violating probation but credited it as time served.

{Paula Poundstone released
‘from rehab; goes home

The comedian actually spent a half-day in jail last
month for taking an unspecified medication that wasn’t

part of her rehab program.
Prosectors haven’t discussed the nature of the

alleged actions that led to charges against Poundstone,
41. Her attorney, Steven Cron, has said that in one
instance witnesses believed she appeared intoxicated
while driving with children.

“Today is really a day for
commendation rather
than to bite you.

— BERNARD KAMINS
LA County Superior court judge

Poundstone will receive counseling one or two days
a week and a psychiatrist will monitor her medication.
She also will be allowed to travel to performances.

“I'm going to do this for you,” Kamins said. “Now
that you have proven yourself, you may leave up to
three days at a time as long as you tell your probation

officer beforehand.”
For longer periods, Poundstone would have to get

the judge’s permission. Kamins expressed concern
about “temptations” Poundstone may face on the road.

See POUNDSTONE, page 3

Promises maybe, but
can’t get no satistaction

Promises in Los Angeles Superior Court. He claimed
the treatment center took advantage of him while he

Malibu center settles lawsuit

Santa Monica cabbie wins
back identity in court

BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

A Santa Monica judge Wednesday intervened in the city’s

cab wars, effectively ordering one competitor to change the
name of his company.

The ruling came when the judge found the name “Express
Cab Co.” was likely to hurt the older “Express Taxi Co.” by
siphoning off customers. So pro tem judge Gregory Glynn
ordered Kostan Gasparyan to change the company’s name or
pay $5,000 in damages in what began as a trademark infringe-
ment case in small claims court.

Express Taxi Co. owner Ayman Radwan claimed
Gasparyan’s cab company, Express Cab Co. has a name decep-
tively close to his, and could confuse customers. The two cab-
bies first appeared in court in October, but an earlier judge
postponed the case because he was unfamiliar with deceptive

See CABBIE, page 3

was inebriated at check-in and unable to read the

paperwork.
After a few days of his stay there, Charles S.

apparently found the quality of the food to be sober-
ing. In addition, he felt the recreational amenities
weren’t what Promises had — well — promised.
Charles S. thought he was told the treatment cen-
ter had a gym and a heated pool. He also felt he’d be
getting daily snacks during his stay, his suit claims.
None of that was provided, he asserted. He also
thought he heard that the center had a success rate of
80 percent, which would give him decent odds of
staying sober. His suit claims that the director of

See PROMISES, page 3
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over patient’s unsatisfied
tastebuds

BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

If you want a first rate meal, don’t patronize a drug
and treatment facility.

Promises Treatment Center in Malibu recently set-
tled a lawsuit after a patient claimed he was misled
into thinking the drug and alcohol treatment facility
had “first rate” meals. That was one of the claims by
a man known only as “Charles S.,” who sued
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HOROSCOPE

aurus, play the night away!

JACQUELINE BIGAR'S STARS

The stars show the kind of day you'll have:
* % % % x-Dynamic * % % % -Positive

ARIES (March 21-April 19)

* % % * Though you express your flamboyant side this
morning, by the afternoon, you're all work and no play.
What happened here? You have to complete certain key
goals in order to do other things later on. Extremes
mark your feelings. You must touch base with someone
at a distance. Tonight: Weigh the pros and cons of a
trip.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

* % % % % Handle a personal matter head-on in the
morning. You might have some strong words with a
boss or someone in charge. State your limits and once
more, you can flow with the moment. Express your cre-
ativity and you'll feel good. Tonight: Play the night
away.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

* % % % Basics do count. Don't allow another's flam-
boyant attitude to take over or get the best of you. Your
sense of humor goes far when dealing with a mishap.
Establishing your limits could be important. A key part-
ner reverses his stand. Note this person's transforma-
tion. Tonight: Do something ultimately for you.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)

* % % Don't act on your anger by spending or running
up your credit cards. You'll be sorry tomorrow. Instead,
be emotional and reach out for the person in question.
Laugh with a friend or child who stays light despite
what goes on. Tonight: Could be a late night.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

* % % Don't let someone get under your skin. By not
losing your temper, this person's behavior doesn't get
the sought-after reaction. Be impervious. Extremes
mark your decisions. New beginnings in a love affair
are possible with your creativity and energy. Tonight:
Your treat.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

* % % You might want to start your day slowly, but
someone puts a fire under you. You could feel very
uncomfortable with what is going on. Take a walk dur-
ing your lunch break. Renew your energy and remain
positive. Caring abounds around your home. Tonight:
Just ask.

* % *-Average

* % -So-so  *-Difficult
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

* % % % Use the am. hours to straighten out plans
involving a loved one. Expansiveness and caring sur-
round you because of your efforts. Kick back and study
what went wrong in a conversation. As a result, you
clear out a reoccurring problem. Tell the other party
how you feel. Tonight: A quiet dinner for two.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

* % % Your take-charge attitude might create some
flack on the home court, yet it is most effective on the
professional front. Extremes surround feelings, espe-
cially involving a special relationship. New beginnings
are possible financially. Investigate an investment.
Tonight: Where the crowds are.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

* % % * Make an effort to contact someone early in the
day. Don't fall into an argument. You will tend to
indulge someone who is very important to you. You
might change your tune once you gain a deeper per-
spective. Follow your instincts. Tonight: Work as late as
need be.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

* % % * Use care when spending or making any new
money commitments. You might want to please a loved
one, but at what cost? Instead, decide, perhaps, on a
more sentimental and less expensive gift. Close your
door when you're working. Tonight: Take a brisk walk
with the dog or your best friend.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

* % % * Be ready to bend, even if you feel like quar-
reling. Others hold the cards right now. Extremes punc-
tuate your workday, though clearly everyone, for the
most part, proves to be an asset. Deal with someone not
by pulling away but by talking later on. Tonight: Make
a date.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

* % % Focus on your work, or whatever you are physi-
cally doing. Work through your anger in this manner.
You will only upset yourself more by letting loose and
displaying your ire. A discussion with a boss needs to be
followed up on. Tonight: Off to the gym.

WEATHER

Tomorrow ... Partly Cloudy

Today ... Sunny with a high of 67°F. Winds from the Northwest at 10mph.
Tonight ... Clear with a low of 48°F. Winds from the Northeast at 5mph.
High—70°F

Low—47°F

d QUOTE of the DAY

_
V

“I’m sitting on my watch because
I like to be on time.”

— Bob Dylan
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Judge rules that cab
names are confusing

CABBIE, from page 1

business and trademark law.

When Glynn took up the case he decid-
ed it was about trademark infringement.
Glynn termed his ruling a “backhanded
injunction.” While it’s difficult for a small
claims judge to order a company to
change its name, Glynn found no difficul-
ty in ordering Gasparyan to change the
name of his company within 30 days or
pay Radwan $5,000.

“The test is a likelihood of confusion
and I can make that determination easily,”
he said. “There are a lot of names. There
are an infinite number of names out
there,” Glynn told Gasparyan through an
Armenian interpreter. “If you change the
name there is no judgment.”

Gasparyan said he was unsure whether
he would change the name or appeal the
judge’s decision. He said he would
research how much it will cost him to get
a new business identity.

Radwan sued for $5,000, the maximum
amount in small claims, but said he want-
ed the name change more than the money.

“I am extremely happy and excited,”
Radwan said. “I totally think that justice
has been served. I hope for the guy that he
has a good business but he has to change
the name because it’s mine. I think the
judge was extremely fair because he knew
that this case is indeed confusing to the
public and he knew I was not in it for the
money.”

Glynn didn’t require that Radwan
prove he lost $5,000 in business due to the
name confusion. The only proof Radwan
had to show was written testimony from
other cabbies who were confused into
thinking his operation was Express Cab
even though it is really Express Taxi.
Even Radwan’s insurance company got it

wrong and issued his policy under the
name “Express Cab.” And the judge and
the two cabbies got confused during testi-
mony on whose paperwork was whose

because of the similar names.
Glynn was convinced after only 10

minutes of testimony that Radwan has the
right to the name “express” because he
had filed it with the city of Santa Monica
before Gasparyan did. But he could only
grant a stayed money judgment because
of the limitations of small claims court.

“The problem is this case doesn’t
belong in small claims court because you
want an injunction,” he told Radwan, but
then ruled in favor of his claim in a way
that got around his inability to issue a
name change order.

The cab wars began when Express Cab
Co. came to Santa Monica this summer.
Radwan claimed Gasparyan set up shop
in the same city intentionally. While it’s
not illegal to compete, trademark law
allows protection for a recognizable name
used in commerce.

Radwan spent much of the year 2000
researching the market and developing his
business plan. He selected the word
“express” as a way to create the impres-
sion of a distinct service. But when
Gasparyan showed up, Radwan became
concerned that a bad experience with
Gasparyan’s cab service could mean lost
business for him due to the confusion.

Gasparyan charges more, at $2.60 a
mile to Radwan’s $2.20. “They don’t
speak English and this could be a catas-
trophe because they charge high rates and
if they (customers) have a bad experience
at $2.60 a mile they will never, ever call
express anything again,” Radwan told the
Daily Press last month. “I cannot notice
the damages right now. 1 can feel it
though.”

Promises settles; says
patient’s suit is ‘frivolous’

PROMISES, from page 1

Promises told him about the success rate.

But that’s not what Charles S. was told
in group therapy, he complained. There he
learned from his counselor that only one

“You have to remember
we are dealing with really
sick people’”

Promises representative

in 12 patients — about 8 percent, not 80
— would emerge on the road to lifelong
sobriety. He also never received individ-
ual therapy, which he came to expect.
“The representations were in fact false
and defendants knew that they were
false,” the suit says. “The misrepresenta-
tions were made by defendants with the
intention of promoting their own interests

... These representations were made to
plaintiff with full knowledge by defen-
dants that plaintiff suffered from alco-
holism and (paperwork) was first present-
ed to plaintiff at a time that defendants
knew he was intoxicated and unable to
read.”

The complaint didn’t elaborate on how
Charles S. came to gain his expectations if
he’d temporarily lost his reading ability.

The suit sought a refund of the $31,000
he claims to have paid Promises. The
plaintiff’s attorney, David Brien, said the
suit had been settled for an undisclosed
amount.

But a Promises representative, who
asked not to be identified, said the former
patient’s claims are untrue and the case
was settled because it was considered a
nuisance suit. He also said Promises does
have a heated pool and employs three
gourmet chefs.

“Nobody ever made a representation
that wasn’t the truth at Promises,” he said.
“It was settled because it’s ridiculous.
People can sue you for anything and you
have to make a decision on how to spend
your time and energy.

“You have to remember we are dealing
with really sick people.”

Jailed for jaywalking

1

Doris Johnson was arrested for jaywalking Wednesday on the Third Street
Promenade. She was handcuffed after refusing to sign a citation Santa
Monica Police attempted to issue her for crossing Santa Monica Boulevard

without a green light.

The Santa Monica elementary school teacher gave officers Edgar Navaro
and Adam Gwartz a hard time, claiming she was being harassed because
she is black. She argued with officers that a white woman crossed before
her and wasn’t stopped, which is why she refused to accept the jaywalking

ticket.

“I am getting really upset for something so idiotic,” she yelled. “I stopped
when you told me to stop and she continued and | am being harassed”
Her claims of harassment drew a small crowd along the Promenade who
watched a simple jaywalking incident turn into an arrest.

“l don’t know why you are making a federal case out of this. You can arrest
me and take me to jail but there will be consequences,” she said.“Because
you are a macho cop, officer Navaro, you want to detain me. | will have your

badge for this.”

Carolyn Sackariason/Daily Press

Poundstone allowed to
travel for performances

POUNDSTONE, from page 1

He told her attorney and the prosecutor to
come up with a monitoring plan.

“It’s really more for her to have a support
person, someone she can check with,”
Kamins said. He also scheduled a progress
report for Feb. 20.

Prosecutor Gina Satriano said outside
court she hoped monitoring would help.

“The more assistance that Ms.
Poundstone has, gives her the better chance
to succeed,” Satriano said.

Cron said Poundstone was happy to go
home.

“I think she’s glad that it’s over. She
spent a long time in a rehab center that is
normally designed for shorter periods of
stay. She’s ready to go,” he said. “She does-
n’t have complete freedom to do what she
wants, but she isn’t confined.”

Asked whether or not Poundstone’s trou-
bles will end now that the criminal charges

are over, Cron said: “I don’t think this whole
experience will help her professionally.”

Cron said Poundstone’s three adopted
children will have monitored visits but they
will not be allowed to stay with her for the
time being. He said family court will decide
the future of the children. She also will have
to submit to random drug tests while on pro-
bation and perform community service
work.

Poundstone, who also had two foster
children until her June 27 arrest in Malibu,
pleaded no-contest Sept. 12 to felony child
endangerment and misdemeanor inflicting
injury on a child. She was sentenced in
October to 180 days at the Promises center,
including 125 days she had already volun-
tarily spent there, and five years of proba-
tion.

Criminal counts alleging lewd conduct
with a child were dropped.

— Associated Press writer Cadonna M.
Peyton contributed to this report.
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Looking for the
Daily Press?

The Santa Monica Daily Press is a free newspaper
that is circulated throughout all six commercial
zones within the Santa Monica city limits.

Hundreds of copies can be found in
news racks at these local businesses:

Santa Monica Boulevard Locations:

* Bodies in Motion

« St. John’s Hospital
 Sunshines

* Coin Laundry

« JHOP

» Carl’s Jr.

* Chevron

* DK’s Donuts and Bakery
* Union 76

 King Liquors

o 7-11

« US Bank

e Buon Café

* Quiznos

» St. John’s Hospital
» Coogies Café

* Comfort Inn

» Shakey’s Liquor

* Stokes Fire

* Convenient Market

This is not a complete list.

You can find more copies in these areas:

* Montana Avenue Commercial Zone

¢ Wilshire Boulevard

e the Downtown Commercial Core (including Third Street Promenade)
¢ Main Street Commercial District

e Lincoln Commercial District.

Additional circulation points include:

* Major Hotels on Ocean Avenue
¢ Retail businesses on the Boardwalk and Santa Monica Pier districts
¢ Commercial zones on Pico and Ocean Park Boulevards.

If you are interested in becoming a distribution point (it’s free and gives your customers
Just one more reason to come in), please call 310-458-PRESS (7737) x 104

STATE

Airport commissioners
give relief to concessioners

By the Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Airport commis-
sioners allocated nearly $9.5 million in
rent relief to concessionaires at Los
Angeles and Ontario international airports
who have seen drops in revenue since the
Sept. 11 terrorist attacks.

The commission voted unanimously in
favor of the funding but postponed a vote
to increase parking costs at both airports.
The proposal called for boosting the price
of parking at LAX’s central terminal from
$24 to $35 a day. The 24-hour charge for
self-parking in the central terminal area
was last boosted from $16 to $24 in
October 2000.

Rate increases would also occur at
Ontario and a park-and-ride lot in the San
Fernando Valley, both operated by the
city.

Revenues from parking lots and con-
cessions have dropped since the terrorist
attacks and higher security costs have sent
airport budgets spiraling. LAX alone lost
nearly $36 million from Sept. 11 to Oct.
31 because of lower revenues and added
security expenses.

Airport concession operators have
been hard hit because fewer people are
flying. The relief package approved
Tuesday allows concessionaires to skip
their monthly minimum payments from
Oct. 1 through Dec. 31. Their rent will
now be determined by a percentage of
their actual sales.

Labor unions complained that some
concession operators have not adhered to
their contracts negotiated after campaigns
to organize employees. The unions have
demanded that the airport deny any rent
relief to concessionaires that do not abide
by their contracts.

Viacom’s first president
Thomas Tannenbaum dies

By the Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Thomas D.
Tannenbaum, a television production and
development official for four decades
who became the first president of Viacom
Productions, has died. He was 69.

Tannenbaum died of heart and liver
failure Saturday at the Motion Picture and
Television Hospital in Los Angeles, the
Los Angeles Times reported Wednesday.

Some of his television movies and
series credits include: “The Odd Couple,”
“The Brady Bunch,” “Mission:
Impossible,” “Matlock” and the “Father
Dowling Mysteries.”

Although much of his career was in tel-
evision, he began in film with MGM in
1952. He was an associate producer of
“Raintree County,” a sweeping 1957 film
about the Civil War era starring Elizabeth
Taylor and Montgomery Clift.

He moved to Famous Artists Agency’s
television division and then became pres-
ident of Seven Arts Television. During
later work with David Wolper
Productions and Paramount Television he
supervised such hit series as “Mannix,”
“Love, American Style,” “The Odd

Couple,” “The Brady Bunch” and
“Mission: Impossible.” He also produced
the 1971 series “Longstreet,” starring
James Franciscus.

While  working for  Universal
Television, Tannenbaum supervised pro-
duction of Emmy Award-winners as
“Nancy Drew and the Hardy Boys” and
Lauren Bacall’s first television special,
“Applause.” He also helped foster such
series as “Kojak,” “Switch” and “The
Incredible Hulk.”

Joining Viacom as its president in
1984, Tannenbaum brought together Dean
Hargrove and Fred Silverman to produce
“Perry Mason” shows in a feature-length
format and the “Matlock,” “Jake and the
Fatman” and “Father Dowling Mysteries”
series.

He was credited with encouraging
writers, directors and producers instead of
getting in their way, which attracted top
talent to Viacom projects. Viacom became
a major supplier of movies of the week
under his guidance.

Tannenbaum is survived by three chil-
dren, Audrey, Eric and Madelyn; and four
grandchildren.

May the force be with eBay

By The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — The Force is
strong with eBay — or so “Star Wars”
creator George Lucas is hoping.

Lucas is hosting a rare auction for
some of his prized movie props on the
Internet site, in an effort to raise money to
help victims of the Sept. 11 terrorist
attacks.

Bidding was scheduled to start
Wednesday for an authentic storm trooper
helmet used in the filming of “The Empire
Strikes Back” and “Return of the Jedi”
and a light saber carried by villain Darth
Maul in “The Phantom Menace.”

Bidding on the helmet will start at

$2,500 and the light saber will start at
$2,000, according to Lucasfilm licensing
executive Howard Roffman.

“Early on, George undertook an effort
to be very preservation-oriented and was
very methodical about storing and caring
for all the movie props,” Roffman said.
“We don’t let these things go very often.”

Lucas’  special-effects  division,
Industrial Light & Magic, is offering orig-
inal models of various spacecraft and
robots to the auction.

Money taken in will be donated to the
Sept. 11 Children’s Fund, which provides
counseling to children related to victims
of the attacks.
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U.S. soldier Kkilled in Afghanistan from CA

BY SIMON AVERY

Associated Press Writer

LOS ANGELES — A 28-year-old
career soldier and former high school
football star from California was among
the three elite Special Forces soldiers
killed in Afghanistan, his family con-
firmed Wednesday.

Staff Sgt. Brian Cody Prosser, remem-
bered warmly by family and friends as
brave, patriotic and a natural leader, died
Wednesday in what military officials
described as a “friendly fire” accident.
Twenty other soldiers were wounded
when a bomb missed its Taliban target
and landed about 100 yards from them.

Prosser’s home was in Frazier Park, a
tiny bucolic mountain town popular as a
day-trip destination with Los Angeles res-

“He was a good guy, very
gutsy and patriotic. He
was the kind of kid who

would do whatever need-

ed to be done. | think
that’s why he went into
the Special Forces”

— TINA VALLONE
Friend of the family

idents 50 miles away. His brother and par-
ents also live there.

“He was a leader, a warrior and proud
to be a soldier,” Prosser’s 22-year-old
brother, Jarudd Prosser, said by phone
from his Frazier Park home. “He’s my
role model.”

Prosser, one of four siblings, was a 10-
year veteran of the Army, joining soon
after graduation from Maricopa High
School, where he had been captain of the
football team.

He is survived by his wife, Shawna,
and two other brothers, Mike and Reed, as
well as his parents, Brian and Ingrid
Prosser.

“He was a good guy, very gutsy and
patriotic,” said Tina Vallone, a friend of

the family for more than 30 years. “He
was the kind of kid who would do what-
ever needed to be done, I think that’s why

he went into the Special Forces.”
Friends said Prosser, whose father once

ran a local welding business, was also
known by virtually everyone in the tiny
town nestled in a section of Los Padres
National Forest where the elevation
ranges from 4,000 to 6,000 feet and where
streets, many still unpaved, are named
trails. The community and several sur-
rounding villages are home to about 8,400
people.

“This whole community is affected.
The Prosser name is pretty renowned
here,” said Carla Johnston, who said she
had known Prosser all his life. Her hus-
band, Joshua, went to high school with
him, and although the two were not
friendly then, Joshua Johnston said
Wednesday, he had the greatest respect for
him.

“We disagreed and fought a lot,” he
recalled. “But now that he did what he
did, and my little family is safer for it, I
respect the man. I really appreciate what
he did.”

Although Carla Johnston recalled
Prosser as being shy in high school, Jean
Miller, who manages Alpine Lumber
where he worked during those years
recalled him as “quite a character.”

“He had a sense of humor,” she added
with a laugh.

Jarudd Prosser said the family knew
the risk his brother was taking in
Afghanistan, adding that when he heard
he was about to leave he made sure he
“left nothing unsaid.”

The other soldiers who died were iden-
tified as Master Sgt. Jefferson Donald
Davis, 39, of Watauga, Tenn., and Sgt. Ist
Class Daniel Petithory, 32, of Cheshire,
Mass.

All were members of the Army’s 3rd
Battalion, 5th Special Forces Group, sta-
tioned at Fort Campbell, Ky.

Five Afghan fighters also were killed
in Wednesday’s incident and an undeter-
mined number were wounded.

“In a war, people die,” Jarudd Prosser
said. “It puts a lot of things in perspective.
It really makes me think when you care
about someone, you have to tell them that.
When I heard he was going overseas, I
left nothing unsaid.”

Prosser said he last spoke to his broth-
er three months ago. He said he didn’t
know when his brother arrived in
Afghanistan because the details about his
assignments were classified.
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Associated Press

Pentagon spokesman Rear Adm. John Stufflebeem and Assistant Secretary of
Defense for Public Affairs Victoria Clarke brief reporters at the Pentagon about
the three American soldiers who were Kkilled in Afghanistan when a bomb
launched from an Air Force B-52 bomber missed its target on Wednesday. The
Pentagon initially reported that two were killed, but Clarke announced that one
of the injured soldiers had died en route to a hospital.

Enron shares rise
amidst the rumble

BY KRISTEN HAYS

Associated Press Writer

HOUSTON — Shares of Enron Corp.
jumped again Wednesday as the company
that was once the world’s largest energy
trader tries to emerge from bankruptcy as
a viable business.

Enron stock rose 16 percent, or 14
cents, to close at $1.01 on the New York
Stock Exchange. A day earlier, shares rose
118 percent after investors learned the
company had secured $1.5 billion in
short-term financing from two banks.

A year ago, shares were worth more
than $80.

Analysts said the surge likely shows
that shareholders are gambling that
Enron’s stock might be worth something
after it completes Chapter 11 bankruptcy.
But they aren’t counting on an extended
rebound by Enron.

“This is an issue of psychology more
than it is economics,” said Mike
Greenberger, a bankruptcy and securities
professor at the University of Maryland
School of Law. “It could go either way,
but my bet is that this is not going to be
enough to resurrect their apparent reliabil-
ity as a counterparty.”

Just months ago, Enron was the coun-
try’s seventh biggest company in revenue.
But investors and traders alike evaporated
amid revelations of questionable partner-
ships that helped keep billions of dollars
in debt off its books and the company’s
acknowledgment that it overstated profits
for four years.

The company’s credit rating then fell
apart, and one-time suitor Dynegy Inc.
backed out of an $8.4 billion buyout.
Enron filed for Chapter 11 on Sunday and
has since laid off 5,000 employees.

OPEC expected to cut oil output; Russia reduces supplies

BY BRUCE STANLEY

AP Business Writer

LONDON — OPEC is poised to trig-
ger a 6 percent cut in its official crude oil
output after Russia, relenting to intense
pressure, agreed to reduce its production
by 150,000 barrels a day to help prop up
sagging oil prices.

Russia’s decision Wednesday ended a
showdown with the Organization of
Petroleum Exporting Countries that
threatened to unleash a price war for
crude. One energy analyst forecast that
the overall decrease in oil output would
nudge gasoline prices higher but said he
expected the rise would be modest.

“It’s a very positive move in the right
direction,” said Kuwaiti Oil Minister Adel

al-Sabeeh.

Oil futures surged almost $1 higher on
the news, then fell back as skepticism
grew about Russia’s resolve to honor its
commitment.

OPEC was preparing to issue a com-
munique Thursday announcing it would
proceed with cuts of 1.5 million barrels a
day in its own production, said an official
from the group’s headquarters in Vienna,
Austria. OPEC’s secretary-general, Ali
Rodriguez, was conferring with OPEC oil
ministers on the document’s wording, the
official said on condition of anonymity.

After the decision in Russia, attention
shifted to Norway, the world’s third-
largest exporter of oil behind Saudi Arabia
and Russia. OPEC has asked Norway for
similar cuts.

A firm commitment from Norway,
together with the pledge from Russia,
would come very close to satisfying
OPEC’s demand that oil-producing coun-
tries outside the group cooperate with its
plan to reduce its own production by 1.5
million barrels a day, or 6 percent. OPEC
supplies about a third of the world’s oil.

“I think it makes triggering the OPEC
cuts a near certainty,” said George
Beranek of The Petroleum Finance Co., a
Washington consultancy.

“That’s going to mean, over time, high-
er crude prices, which will be reflected in
higher refined product prices,” he said.

However, energy analysts noted that
U.S. inventories of gasoline and other
refined products are plentiful. “I really

don’t think we have to worry about a
return to last spring’s very high gasoline
prices,” Beranek said.

In an unusual act of diplomatic brinks-
manship, OPEC insisted last month that
non-OPEC producers promise to trim
their output by a total of 500,000 barrels a
day before it would put its own cuts into
effect Jan. 1.

Russia had said for weeks it would cut
output by just 50,000 barrels a day. By
agreeing Wednesday to triple the size of
that cut, Russian oil companies appeared
to acknowledge that OPEC members were
probably better equipped than they to
weather a collapse in prices caused by a
potential glut in crude.
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by Chuck Shepard

Man run over by cops after making point

* In an incident resembling a movie scene, Alan Martin, 49, was hospitalized in fair condition
after being run over on Oct. 1. He had deliberately lain down in the middle of a busy street in Daly P P,
City, Calif,, as a protest against officers' confiscating his RV, which had just been involved in a § m m D 1[
minor accident. Martin refused to budge from the street so officers tried to shield his body for a a Onm a ? 1"655
while by blocking a lane of traffic with their cruisers, but then along came one of those notorious
California hot-pursuit police chases, with the car driven by fleeing suspect Kevin Domino, 37,
accidentally ramming the stopped cruiser, then driving over Martin's body, then trying to straight- 310.458.7737

en out his car and inadvertently running over Martin again, before taking off. (Police caught Fax: 310.576.9913
Domino a few blocks later when his car stalled out.)




Santa Monica Daily Press e Thursday, December 6, 2001 = Page 7

CLASSIFIEDS

Employment

DENTAL ASSISTANT AND/OR
receptionist (Santa Monica).
Cheerful, energetic and reliable,
interested in Dentistry. Please
call 310-466-8210.

FLORAL DESIGNER needed
for flower shop in Century City.
Please call (310)785-0669
GENERAL OFFICE Assistant
for busy Marina Del Rey travel
office. Microsoft Word, Excel.
Contact: Billy (310)823-7979

HAIR STYLIST, ESTHETICIAN
& RECEPTIONIST wanted for
Campus Cuts salon at UCLA. 2
positions open. Stylist Minimun
2 years experience. (310)206-
4770

MANICURIST FOR Busy Santa
Monica Salon. Full-time, com-
mission or rented. Open 9am-
8pm. (310)450-8669

RECEPTIONIST FOR busy up-

scale Brentwood Salon. Full-
time, Tues. - Sat. Position
starts  January 1 2002.

(310)471-5555

RETAIL SALE associate for
Malibu boutique. Must be strong
in sales & merchandizing.
cmputer knowledge. Free park-
ing. Call 310-271-4153 of fax
310-271-1089

RETAIL SALES for S.M. chil-
dren’s clothing manufacturer
outlet store. Day hours, P/T or
F/T including Saturdays. Great
benefits, medical, dental &
401K Fax resume 310-829-
1485 or call (310)453-3527 ext.
206

REWARDING SALES CA-
REER. Int'l firm with 16 years
success track record seeks ex-
perienced business person M/F
to sponsor & coach clients on
maximizing & protecting wealth.
Comprehensive training & sup-
port. Call Mr. Kenedy
(800)600-5149

P.O. Box 1380

20’ CAL: Good condition. Com-
pletely stock. Xtra Geona sail.
Motor. Incl. cust. trailer. $1900
(310)391-4051

24’ |ISLANDER ‘66: 6hp Evin-
rude, 6-gal metal tank, radio,
galley, sleeps 4 $1990 obo
(310)645-3104

27'BAYLINER  BUCCANEER
Great live-aboard, very spa-
cious, aft cabin MUST SELL!
$5950 obo. (310)417-4141

WANTED 29 people serious
about losing weight. Dr. Rec-
ommended. 100% natural/no
drugs. Call now (310)285-3115

27" CATALINA, Immac liva-
boad/Cruiser. Many xtras.
MdR slip. $6900 obo (310)892-
4616

DOUBLE GARAGES
FOR RENT!
Available Immediately
$300/mo plus one month $300
security deposit. Excellent se-
curity, off street, suitable for
parking or storage, owner pays
electricity. One year lease.
(323)870-5884

LADERA HEIGHTS: Single
4820 Slauson Ave. #1 Stove,
carpet, blinds, laundry, parking,
no pets. $500 & up Call 323-
298-0221

MAR VISTA: Single 12746 Pa-
cific Ave. #4 Stove, frig, DIW,
A/C, carpet, blinds, laundry, in-
tercom-entry, parking, no pets.
$700 Call 310-578-7512

OFFICE SUBLET; 1, 2, or 3 of-
fices available. Great location
in Santa Monica starting @
$450.00/month. available imm-
ed. Steve (310)392-6100

PALMS, 2/1.5 Upper. New car-
pet, parking, Indry, $1,200.
Available now.(310)390-2765

Santa Monica, CA 90406-1380
Phone: 310-458-7737

FAX: 310-576-9913

= B

PALMS: 1 Bdrm, new Burber
carpet & paint. Woodbeam ceil-
ings. $825, incldg parking, laun-
dry, stove & fridge. 3102 Can-
field. $800 (310)390-2765.

S.M.: 2+1, 3 blocks to beach.
Huge balcony, parkay floors,
Indry, prkg. Ocean view. $2100.
(310)399-1273

VENICE BEACH Lrg 1+1 apt.
Enclosed patio, 1/2 block to
beach. N/p w/stv & refrig $1250
(310)641-1149

W. LA Lrg STUDIOS. Hdwd
flrs, completely remod. Light.
No pets, 1 year lease. $825-
$875 (310)628-7272

VENICE BEACH Rental prkg,
n/s n/p from $1550 all amenet-
ies  Available now. Short
term/long term 112 Dudley
Ave. (323)936-5203

SANTA MONICA $1250 1bdr,
upper + garage. Stove, frig,
hrdwd floors, blinds. N/P. Near
SMCC. Must see! (310)450-
4989

SANTA MONICA No. Studio,
Hdwd flrs, penthouse. Lots of
windows, brite, Available 12/1.
No pets. $1050 (310)628-7272

SM $1800 2+2. Approxi-
mately 1100s.f. 2 car enclosed
gar. No. of Wilshire Bl. Walk to
Montana Shops. 2020 Wash-
ington Ave. Call: (310)395-1880

SM $1400 Lg 2 bdrm 1 ba,
hrdwd fl, lots of closets, stove,
prkg, Idry rm Quiet area
(310)396-1644

SM 1BR, Large, North of Wil-
shire. Fireplace, patio, appls,
prkg, pool. Lndry, $1,300. 1045.
3rd St. (310)390-2765

SM 3 BR, 3BA, two patios.
$1,995. Parking available. 10th
and Idaho. Available Mid De-
cember (310)451-2178

SM: 3 bdrm live/work pent-
house apt. Amenities include
phone answering, reception,
state of the art conference
rooms & facilities, high-speed
(T1) Internet and wired comput-
er ports. Modern full kitchens &
baths. Two large terraces
w/ocean view. $3,000. For info
& appointmt: (310)-526-0310.
Weekends (310)-890-0310.

STUDIO SPACE FOR LEASE
avail 1500sf Santa Monica. AM,
Eves, Sun, for classes, work-
shops, meetings. E. Pico, Am-
ple Parking. Karen 310-396-
5990

VENICE HOUSE for rent
$1975. 3+1 Approx. 1000s.f.
Hrdwd & carpets. Remodeled
kitchen, pvt. garden. Very
clean. New appliances, inside
WI/D. 2477 Walnut Ave.

Call: (310)395-1880

VENICE: $1350 1Bdr + 1Ba
Hdwd floors. W/D in unit. 1128
6th Ave. No pets. (310)399-
7235

VENICE: $995, 1Bdrm & Sin-
gle $850. Stove, refrig, carpet,
laundry, utilities included, park-
ing, no pets. 501 N. Venice
Blvd. Call 9am to 7pm JKW
Properties 310-574-6767

VENICE: 2bdrm+2bath, park-
ing,1 block from beach, mini
bar, $1700 + sec. dep.
(310)305-9659

VENICE: DUPLEX 2+1 W/D,
appliances, hardwood floors
$1700 2 blocks to Abbot Kin-
ney. N/P 627 San Juan Ave.
(310)399-7235

VENICE: Lrg 1+1 wigrt lite.
Huge closet, stove, W/D on site.
Off the canals. $1325
(310)305-8109

VENICE: 3+2, Lrg, sunny up-
per unit, 4 plex. French doors,
balcony, parking. $2100
(310)581-5379

VENICE: ON BOARDWALK
Sec. building. Clean 1bd/loft
bdrm+1.2 level balcony.
w/vu.frig, stv.,, D/W, Indry, gtd,
prkg. $1850. (310)823-6349

W. LA 2464 Barrington 3bdr,
3ba Lrg rooms, all appliances
included. Fireplace, marble
countertops, in unit W/D. Gated
parking elevator, intercom en-
try. $2195. OPEN DAILY. Mgr.
Call: (310)390-9401

W. LA: 2464 Barrington Ave.
4bd/4ba  Very Lrg unit, spa-
cious closets, marble counters,
stove, refrig, d/w, nu paint, frplc,
gtd prkg intercom entry, eleva-

tor. W/D in unit. Open daily.
$2695. Mgr. Call: (310)390-
9401

W. LOS ANGELES: 1+1 2471
Sawtelle Blvd. #103  Stove,
D/W, AIC, fireplace, blinds, car-
pet, laundry, intercom-entry,
gated parking, cat ok. $1050
Call 310-578-7512

Vehicles for sale

96 VOLVO 850 turbo, teal blue
with tan interior 61,000 miles
(310)280-0840

Announcements

ABILITIES COMMISSION
monthly meetings. Sign lan-
guage interpreter. Krispy Kreme
doughnuts. Hotline (310) 899-
3888

FLAP HAPPY KIDS!
100% cotton children’s wear
OUTLET STORE would like to
invite you to our
GET-YOUR-CHRISTMAS-
BARGAINS-BEFORE-THE-
HOLIDAY-SALE!

Wed. Dec. 12th through
Sat. Dec. 15th
2330 Michigan Ave., Santa
Monica (Just east of Cloverfield
& north of the 10 freeway)
Tel 310-453-3527
We carry Flap Happy & other
brand name closeouts and
irregulars at 10%-80% off
regular retail!

OPEN MON-SAT 10am to 5pm

*Note: We'll be closed Mon. Dec. 10th &
Sat. Dec 22 through Tues. Jan 1
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PET SITTING service. Reliable,
responsible, pet lover wants to
care for your cat, dog or other
while you are away. Your home
or mine. References. Judi
Rose. (310)473-5360

STRICTLY THERAPEUTIC
LA Stone, Swedish,
Thai Massage,

Deep Circulatory Body
LAURA CAVANAUGH
310-210-1265

The State-Of-The-Art

Videoconferencing Solution

Fixed 30 frames per second
Currently being used by; The
US Navy, Smithsonian Institu-
tion, the Mayors office in San
Diego and New York, The Uni-
fied School District of San Die-
go, Police and Fire Depart-
ments, Warner Brothers, CNN
and Turner Networks. Call to-
day: West Coast Video Phone
(310)392-0799

Business Opps

WORK FROM home. Business

opportunity.

P/T $500-$1,500

F/T $1500-$5000 monthly
Call now (310)285-3115

Health/Beauty

FULL LIPS Fast. Forget expen-
sive collagen. Works in mi-
nutes. $38 ordervc.com 310-
312-0662

Buck
A
Day
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Santa Wonica Daify Press

T

First: Last:
$14.80 per column Phone: Fax:
inch for display ads. Address:
$5.00 per day for _ .
City: State: Zip:

the first 10 words.
50¢ per word for
each additional word.

— BORS

PRINT CLEARLY:

Bold:  50¢ per word
Italic: ~ 50¢ per word
50¢ per ad
50¢ per line
CAPITALIZED:  50¢ per word
Underlined:  50¢ per word 001  Announcements 200 For Sale 500 Vehicles for Sale
010 Meetings 250 Wanted 600 Services
Blank Lines:  50¢ each cz0 Logaloes 0 roen

:éé————————————————————————————J



Page 8 = Thursday, December 6, 2001 = Santa Monica Daily Press

BACK PAGE

Anthrax scare won’t halt Santa’s letters

BY REX W. HUPPKE

Associated Press Writer

SANTA CLAUS, Ind. — Pat Koch
stood before a neighborhood garden club,
making her annual plea for volunteers to
help answer the thousands of letters to
Santa that pour into this little town’s post
office each holiday season.

But this year, Koch asked whether any-
one was afraid to open letters because of
the anthrax scare.

What happened next was perhaps the
kind of bravery few would expect from a
garden club.

“There wasn’t one single person who
raised their hand,” Koch said triumphant-
ly. “In fact, I think more people signed up
this year than ever before.”

As it is in Santa Claus, Ind., so it seems
to be around the country, from New York
City to the North Pole. The anthrax-by-
mail attacks are not stopping volunteers
and postal employees from opening and
responding to kids’ crayon-scrawled let-
ters to St. Nick.

“I am not going to let terrorism stand in
the way of helping these kids,” said Phil
Piccolo, a manager of consumer affairs at
the Postal Service in Hartford, Conn. “No
gloves or masks here. We’re just doing it.”

And they are doing it even though the
threat of anthrax has hit close to home,
with the death of a 94-year-old Oxford,
Conn., woman. The same is true in New
York City, where members of Operation
Santa Claus are again making sure that

Help Stop Hunger by Participating

tens of thousands of letter-writing kids
have their faith in Father Christmas con-
firmed.

Diane Todd, a Postal Service spokes-
woman in New York, said this year’s let-
ters are being irradiated against anthrax at
a mail installation in New Jersey as a pre-
caution, but the volunteers who help delve
into the letters have not been squeamish.

“You think about the kids,” she said,
“and you don’t want the kids to be victim-
ized.”

This is a time of year when mail carri-
ers usually grin at the sight of envelopes
marked in awkward, red and green block
letters, some without stamps and some
with no more of an address than this: Santa
Claus. Some contain cookies, dollar bills
(to buy food for the reindeer) and in some
cases hay, to feed directly to the reindeer.

Unfortunately, said Mark Saunders,
spokesman for the Postal Service in
Washington, such letters can raise suspi-
cions. But he said there is no national
Postal Service protocol for handling letters
to Santa; the agency just recommends a
“common-sense approach.”

The Postal Service is encouraging chil-
dren to continue writing letters to Santa
but is asking that they follow a few steps
to avoid raising handlers’ suspicions:
Youngsters should include their return
address, and enclose only letter-size paper,
not bulky objects.

In Fairbanks, Alaska, a mere 14-mile
sleigh ride from the town of North Pole,
Nancy Schmitt and her fellow postal

‘v 5’00
’
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FOOD DRIVE

Drop Off Canned Goods at

Westside Food Bank
Warehouse
1710 22nd St.
Santa Monica
Monday-Friday

Tam-1pm

Your donations will help supply food to 65 social agencies in Santa Monica,
Venice, Culver City, West LA, Inglewood and West Hollywood.

Santa Monica Chamber
of Commerce

501 Colorado Ave. #150
Monday-Friday
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P.O. BOX 1565, Santa Monica, CA 90406
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workers are as busy as ever responding to
letters from children around the world.

People take time during their lunch
hour to write letters, they take them home
and work on them around the kitchen
table, and older school children volunteer
to help out. Schmitt has single-handedly
answered as many as 100 letters in one
year, a small fraction of the 60,000 that
deluge the Fairbanks post office.

Schmitt said she did not think twice
when she sat down this year to open letters
to Santa.

“How awful it would be to have your
letter to Santa returned, or not answered,”

she said. “Nobody’s going to make me live
in fear.”

Back in Santa Claus, Ind., 65-year-old
volunteer Jack Hauser pointed out that the
letters often contain an innocent wisdom
that humanity might benefit from these
days. Children ask for parents to get along,
for people to stop fighting, for bad things
to stop happening in the world.

“If more adults would just listen to
them ...,” Hauser said, his voice trailing
off.

“You know, these kids expect a reply
from Santa Claus,” he said. “Someone has
to do it.”

Drug dog snifts
out teacher’s stash

By the Associated Press

GEYSERVILLE, Calif. — A drug-
sniffing dog plodding through a high
school classroom recently led sheriff’s
deputies straight to a small stash of mari-
juana — in the teacher’s briefcase.

The 1.1 grams of marijuana was small
enough so that the 45-year-old
Geyserville High School teacher was not
arrested nor cited.

Geyserville schools superintendent

William Redman refused to discuss the
drug find with The Associated Press late
Wednesday.

The teacher’s lawyer, Michael
Fiumara, says his client is being treated
unfairly as school district officials handle
the matter internally.

“A teacher has a responsibility of
retrieving narcotics from places and stu-
dents and various other sources. That’s
part of the education process, too,”
Fiumara said.

Internet Connections

Starting at
$62.45/mo!

always on,
always _fast

“Since L/A Bridge installed
DSL at my home, I have
found the flexibility
to use the Internet in
a whole new way.”

—Bill Foster,
Apple Computer

each account includes:

e 24/7 Internet connection

e 7 days/week tech_support

e 6MB personal web space

e free local dial-up acct

e over 4000 worldwide dial-up
locations for laptop users who

travel. (a metered service).
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LABridsge
Internet

Sign-up online at LABridge.com or call 310.823.6416




