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"Anal-wart researcher” (visual inspec-
tion being the only way to detect anal
cancer from the human papillo-
mavirus) heads Popular Science mag-
azine’s second annual November list
of the worst jobs in science. However,
“worm parasitologist” can be just as
challenging, especially for anyone
studying the Dracunculus medinensis
(which can settle in humans to a
length of 3 feet and then must be
removed carefully after its thousands
of offspring burst through the skin).
Other contenders: “tampon squeezer”
for the study of vaginal infections; a
Lyme-disease “tick attractor” (who
must sing, to keep bears away, while
trolling in the woods); and “monitors”
at warm-climate landfills (where
garbage has been reduced to steamy,
liquid condensates). 

In 1967, surgeons in Cape Town,
South Africa, led by Dr. Christiaan
Barnard performed the first human
heart transplant on Louis Washkansky,
who lived 18 days with the new heart.
In 1979, 11 people were killed in a
crush of fans at Cincinnati’s Riverfront
Coliseum, where the British rock group
The Who was performing. 
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“It was a book to kill time for those
who like it better dead.”
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By Daily Press staff

Happy Days are here for Santa
Monicans. 

Marion Ross, famous for play-
ing Mrs. Cunningham on the pop-
ular sitcom “Happy Days” in the
1970s, will be the guest of honor
at tonight’s annual lighting cere-
mony on the Third Street

Promenade. These days, Ross can
be seen on the “Gilmore Girls.”

Beginning at 5:15 p.m., Ross
will flip the switch that lights up
the Promenade in a ceremony that
marks the beginning of holiday
festivities. The holiday lights will
shine on the Promenade every
evening from 5 p.m. to 6 a.m.
through the first week of January. 

And Main Street is kicking off
its celebration on Saturday with a
tree-lighting ceremony at 6 p.m.
on the California Heritage
Museum lawn, 2612 Main St. The
Santa Monica High School choir
and Santa Claus will be on hand,
and visitors can browse through
stores and vote in the window dec-
orating contest. The ballots also

serve as raffle tickets to win
prizes, including gift certificates
and gift items ranging from $25 to
$150.

In the past, thousands have
turned out for the lighting cere-
monies, and organizers don’t
anticipate this year will be an
exception.

’Tis the season: Santa Monica sheds light on holidays

By Daily Press staff

Chances are that if you have a
run-in with the law, it doesn’t
always work out in your favor.

That’s not the case with the
Santa Monica Police Depart-
ment this holiday season. The
SMPD, in partnership with
Santa Monica Place, is doling
out tickets this month to people
exuding good driving behavior.

SMPD motorcycle officers
and parking and traffic officers
are handing out $20 gift cards
for Santa Monica Place to dri-
vers and pedestrians who tow
the line.

Officers started handing out
the “safe driver tickets” on
Wednesday and will continue
through Dec. 25. During that
time, motorists in Santa Monica

Carolyn Sackariason/Daily Press
TICKET TO SHOP: Thomas Velazquez gets a pleasant surprise after being
pulled over by Officer Rob Dawson ... a $20 gift certificate to a local mall.

See WINTERLIT, page 6

BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITY HALL — A law passed
four years ago by Santa Monica
voters aimed at eliminating politi-
cal corruption and special interest
campaign financing is still not
being enforced as a lawsuit filed
by the city against the city is
hashed out in court.

After City Hall sued itself and
lost in 2002, it appealed the deci-
sion. Oral arguments were made
in the Court of Appeals on Oct.
27. A ruling is expected within the
next month.

Proposition LL, approved by
Santa Monica voters in 2000, lim-
its public officials from receiving
gifts and campaign contributions
from companies that contract with
the city. It blocks officials who
award contracts of more than
$50,000 from receiving campaign
contributions, gifts or employ-
ment from the party to whom the
benefit was awarded.

But City Clerk Maria Stewart
refused to enforce the law because
it’s unconstitutional, based on
advice from the city attorney. City
officials, who are normally sup-
portive of campaign finance
reform, think the measure —
levied by a local taxpayer and
consumer rights advocacy group
— violates constitutional rights
mostly because it’s full of holes.
The law was so poorly written
that the city was forced to sue
itself just to enforce it, city offi-
cials said. 

The results so far are racked-up
attorney fees most likely to be
paid by taxpayers, a voter-man-
dated law still not being enforced
and a case that has taken more

than four years to resolve.
The city and Stewart hired sep-

arate, outside law firms to repre-
sent both sides because the city
attorney’s office couldn’t repre-
sent either of them. It’s unknown
how much lawyers have billed
both city entities in the case. 

When Prop. LL was supposed
to go into effect, Stewart was
unsure on how to enforce it
because it was riddled with con-
fusing provisions and is widely
deemed too broad, therefore it
violates due process, city attor-
neys argue.

The City Council wanted clari-
fication too, but it also wanted to
make sure the city was honoring
the “will of the people” — the 59
percent of Santa Monica voters
who approved the law. And suing
the group that forced the measure
onto the ballot, the Oaks Project,
wasn’t an option because city
officials didn’t want to appear to
be going against that will, offi-
cials said.

So the only way city officials
thought they could clarify the
law’s constitutionality was to sue
its own city clerk for not enforc-
ing it, then wait for a judge to rule. 

Santa Monica Superior Court
Judge Debra Yang dismissed the
suit in April 2002, but not because
it’s unconstitutional  — rather that
the city had no legal grounds to
sue because no one had chal-
lenged the law. Yang left the
bench to become the United
States Attorney for Los Angeles
shortly after her decision.

“We didn’t agree that the law
was unconstitutional per say, but
that there are several provisions

City appeals suit
targeted at itself

See SUIT AND THE CITY, page 5

Grin reapers: Police
writing up rewards

See TICKET TO SHOP, page 5
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LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
★★★★★ You know what you want, and

you could go off and get just that today. Yes, you
could pull a white rabbit out of a black hat. Your
ability to draw many to you could make all the dif-
ference today to you and to others. Tonight: Head
home early.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
★★★ Deal with those in charge — you

really don’t have much of a choice. Of all signs, you
need to be diligent at work and tuck away a case
of weekend fever. You can let go soon enough, but
make sure you have dotted your “i’s” and crossed
your “t’s.” Tonight: Now let off steam and cele-
brate.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
★★★★★ Your mind might be on taking off

quickly this weekend. You do need to complete
some calls and/or research. Avoid chatter and gos-
sip. Your focus could make or break your work in
the next few weeks. Tonight: Split town if you can.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
★★★★★ Listen to a partner or associate.

Together you bulldoze through paperwork and get
more done than you thought possible. Study any
agreement before putting your John Hancock on
paper. Your instincts work. Tonight: Dedicate the
evening to one special person.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
★★★★ Others seek you out, for work or

socializing. If you can work, you could be unusual-
ly successful. Still, you might find it difficult to
focus with all the calls and visits. Others are in
weekend mode already. Tonight: Accept an invita-
tion.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
★★★ You get more done than many

because you are able to concentrate. In fact, with
everyone out for long lunches or taking half-days,
you accomplish what you want. The quiet
enhances your concentration. Take a break and go
for a walk if possible. Tonight: Meet your pals.

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:

★★★★★-Dynamic   ★★★★-Positive   ★★★-Average   ★★-So-so   ★-Difficult

Head home early, Libra

ARIES (March 21-April 19)
★★★★ Be forewarned: Whatever you do

today, you might very well have to repeat. In fact,
why not try to call it an early workday? A business
lunch could develop into a fun happening.
Tonight: Let your hair down.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
★★★ You feel pressure from your family

and your personal life. Focusing on work might be
difficult, and that might cause you to have to later
redo whatever you are trying to do. If you can
leave work early or call in and take a personal
day, do so. Tonight: Move from work mode to
playful.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
★★★★ You say what you think. Return

calls and reach out for those who make a differ-
ence in your life. Clear your desk and schedule
meetings for next week. Be the king or queen of
networking. Do your thing. Tonight: Chat on the
way out the door.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
★★★★ You must deal with finances

whether you like it or not. Though you might
believe you have corrected it, the problem could
reappear. You could easily make a mistake in your
calculations. Ask for feedback from someone who
handles funds well. Tonight: Out with friends.
Celebrate Friday.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
★★★★★ You still are the cat’s meow. If

you are counting on getting a lot done other than
socializing and networking, you could be in for a
rude awakening. Use care with communications.
Even if you think someone “got it,” you might dis-
cover otherwise sooner or later. Tonight: Party the
weekend in.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
★★★ Take your time and don’t push. You

might get more done if you focus on what you can
do by yourself. Others might be off or in another
world. Use your efficiency. Schedule a late lunch
or early dinner. Tonight: Once you leave work, you
perk up.
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SURF CENTER santa monica
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SATURDAY 2:10 2.3 3:51 -0.5 8:29 6.2 10:27 3.6

SUNDAY 2:36 2.5 4:28 -0.4 8:57 6.0 11:15 3.4

MONDAY 3:01 2.7 5:09 -0.2 9:27 5.8 N/A N/A

TUESDAY 3:27 3.0 5:54 0.1 12:12 3.3 9:59 5.5

WEDNESDAY 3:57 3.2 6:44 0.3 1:25 3.3 10:36 5.2

THURSDAY N/A N/A 7:38 0.5 11:20 4.7 N/A N/A

FRIDAY 6:57 3.5 8:31 0.7 3:49 3.7 12:22 4.3

LOW TIDES HIGH TIDES
Morning Height Evening Height Morning Height Evening Height

Today the
water Is:

59°

Macerich Co., which owns the Santa
Monica Place mall, recently unveiled its plans
to raze the current mall and replace it with
three 21-story luxury apartment towers. There
also will be an extension of the Third Street
Promenade to Colorado Avenue and two other
high rises with retail and office space, afford-
able housing and park space.

Some love the plan, which will generate
millions of dollars for the city by creating a

new downtown. Others say it will ruin the
Santa Monica skyline.

So this week, Q-Line wants to know, “Do
you support the idea? Why or why not?”

Call (310) 285-8106 before 5 p.m. on
Friday and we’ll print your response in the
weekend edition. Please limit comments to less
than a minute. It might help to think first about
the wording of your response.

On Friday, expect 2-3 ft., knee- to waist-high sets,
occasionally 4 ft. and fair conditions. 

The NW swell will be winding down on Friday, so the
NW exposures will see their surf get smaller. The
NW(290+300+) ground swell fades. Spots with a good NW
view will be knee- to waist-high. Spots without the NW
exposure stay weak.

Write us at wood@smdp.com and tell us what the surf is doing today
at your local break.
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“A slice of NY in your 
own backyard.”

— Anthony Dias Blue
Bon Appetit Lifestyle

Since 1967
Quality  &  Value  Always!

310-399-7892
2732 Main St.

Santa Monica

Open 6am - 2:30pm Mon. - Fri.
6am - 4pm Sat. - Sun.

Cool and Cloudy.
Hot Homemade

Soup Daily!

What planet are you on?
By Daily Press staff

Studies have shown that girls lose interest in science and technology at age 12.
That’s why the Girl Scouts hope to pique their interest this weekend with a “plan-

et finding day.”
Scouts will observe sun spots with a solar telescope, play interactive games,

watch movies about the discovery of new planets, meet amateur astronomers and
engage in hands-on science demos.

The workshops will be held on Sunday, Dec. 5, from noon to 2 p.m. and 2 p.m.
to 4 p.m. at Santa Monica Place. Scouts are to meet inside the mall in front of
Macy’s on the first floor.

Citizenship program gets grant
By Daily Press staff

The Santa Monica Adult Education Center has won a $57,000 grant from the
state of California to expand its U.S. Citizenship program. 

Since its founding in 1995, SMAEC’s Citizenship program has helped 1,546
clients prepare for the citizenship interview and file the complicated forms. Fewer
than 1 percent of those students have failed to gain citizenship, according to pro-
gram coordinator Patricia Hernandez.

Under tight budget constraints, the program has relied only on word-of-mouth
referrals by students to neighbors and co-workers. The grant will allow SMAEC to
launch an outreach campaign which includes television, radio, print media and post-
ings in key locations around the area.

“We can expand our class offerings and provide additional help to adults wish-
ing to become U.S. citizens,” said Stephen R. Martinez, SMAEC director.

For the first time, SMAEC will reach beyond Santa Monica — and as far as San
Fernando, Silverlake, and Hollywood — to recruit new students.

“We are extremely honored to have been awarded this grant,” Martinez said.
“This was a very competitive grant with agencies from all over California vying. In
this time of statewide financial cutbacks, grants are becoming more and more diffi-
cult to win, and the competition is the tightest it has ever been.”

SMAEC offers classes in U.S. citizenship preparation, English, parenting, and
high school diploma preparation.

In January, a new distance learning program will bring those classes to people
who cannot attend on-campus classes.

For more information, call SMAEC at (310) 664-6222.

Festival of lights coming to the Waldorf
By Daily Press staff

The Westside Waldorf School students will present the fifth annual performance
of “Festival of Lights” on Dec. 11.

The magical evening of entertainment features selections and representations
from countries near and far. The children learn about the countries, customs, cul-
tures and histories as they learn their roles for the event.

Performances depicting Santa Lucia (Sweden), Los Posadas (Spanish), Kwanzaa
(Africa), Duvali (East Indian), Bulgaria, Muslim, Advent and Chanukah represent
some of the selections to be enjoyed at the school’s main campus at 1229 Fourth St.,
between Santa Monica and Broadway.

The Snow Fairy Market is designed as a “Children’s Only Shopping Spree.” All
of the fairy holiday items may be selected from the assortment of hand made gifts.
Fairy “helpers” will be available to assist with their selections.

The market will be held between 3:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. The festival of lights will
begin at 6 p.m. and will cost $5. A nursery will be available for $6.

The Westside Waldorf School is part of the largest non-sectarian independent
school movement in the world, with about 200 such schools in North America and
900 throughout the world. The school is a 501(c) 3 not-for-profit, founded in 1988,
and offers classes through sixth grade.

COMMUNITY BRIEFS



OPINION
Page 4 ❑ Friday, December 3, 2004 ❑ Santa Monica Daily Press

Development comes at a price
Editor:

Irene Zivi asserts that the Macerich Company’s Santa Monica Place development
would generate sufficient new tax revenues to fund additional city services for all of
us (SMDP, Nov. 1, page 4). I believe the lion’s share of those new taxes would be
needed to pay for the additional police and firefighters, waste haulers, building
inspectors, traffic officers and other city staff required by a project of this size. I
doubt Ms. Zivi or I would see so much as a farthing of new services from the rev-
enues generated by skyscrapers at Santa Monica Place. Nor would we anymore see
our views of the mountains and sea.

As staff wages and benefits now consume half of the city’s general fund, more
development must be approved to expand the tax base. More development means
more staff must be hired to shepherd projects and provide services to new residents,
businesses and visitors. Does anyone see a vicious cycle here?

We could escape this snare by judiciously revising our land use element and zon-
ing ordinance, a two-year process that’s just starting. Downzoning of height and
density limits would slow the pace of growth and thus reduce the demand on staff
to oversee projects. And a streamlining and simplification of our somewhat byzan-
tine zoning would likewise decrease the need for extensive staff review of remod-
els and new construction.

Then the planning department could shrink in size through the natural attrition of
retirements, and relocations and scarce city funds could truly be freed for other ser-
vices.

Ted Winterer
Santa Monica

Going through candy cane withdrawal
Editor:

I was raised here in Santa Monica and I always looked forward to Christmas. The
big tree in front of the Outlook building on Second Street, the lights hanging across
the streets and the candy cane express bus from the Big Blue. Alas, like all holiday
traditions, the candy cane express is no more. John Catoe, former director of the Big
Blue (now with MTA), decided that the candy cane should be no more. Going with
a more PC correct bus, it left a lot to be desired. 

With him, the corporate look was in. Which might explain why no Christmas bus
at MTA. I had hope that when Ms. Negriff, current director, took over we might get
back to the old tradition but alas, she has gone even more PC. The current holiday
bus has a few presents plastered on the side with not much else to see but that stu-
pid Big Blue Bus logo on the side. Would it really hurt to bring back the candy cane
bus? Are people that PC that we even lose our traditions because someone might get
upset? Can’t we have a little tradition around here or is that to much to ask? It may
seem like a little thing but is it not the little things that make Christmas what it is? 

Brian A. Gray, Sr.
Santa Monica

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

In seeking to become the second
Catholic president, John Kerry instead
became only the second post-war
Democrat to lose the Catholic vote in a
competitive election. This remarkable
result, however, says more about
today’s Catholic Church than either
John Kerry or the Democratic Party.

American Catholics have a historical
relationship with the Democratic Party,
as the Church and the party were the two
principal institutions that protected suc-
cessive waves of immigrants from
Europe. This relationship reached its
zenith in the early 1960s when 83 per-
cent of Catholic voters backed John
Kennedy and nearly 80 percent backed
Lyndon Johnson four years later.

This strong bond was a reflection of
the Catholic Church’s and Democratic
Party’s shared emphasis on social jus-
tice which was rooted in Old and New
Testament invocations to “(d)efend the
rights of the poor and needy.” This was
evident in passages from President
Kennedy’s inaugural address stressing
that “if a free society cannot help the
many who are poor, it cannot save the
few who are rich” and that “here on
earth God’s work must truly be our
own.” Sen. Kerry’s loss of the Catholic
vote, however, confirms that this shared
emphasis no longer exists.

The United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops’ (USCCB) 2004 voter
guide compared the major candidates on
50 separate issues in the categories of
protecting human life, promoting family
life, pursuing social justice and practic-
ing global solidarity, and stressed that
Catholics should “appreciate the depth
and breadth of church teaching, and not
let a political issue ... exhaust our
responsibility to the common good.” Of
the 50 issues, Sen. Kerry was more in
line with the USCCB’s positions by an
overwhelming margin and beat Bush in
every issue category, including protect-
ing human life and promoting family
life.

Despite Kerry’s substantial advan-
tage on matters of concern to the
Church, we never heard statements from
the Church praising Kerry’s and the
Democrats’ commitment to promoting
family life or seeking the common good.
Instead, we heard the “Swift Boat” car-
dinals and bishops who launched an
unprecedented assault on Kerry and
other Democrats by threatening to with-
hold communion based solely on their
positions on abortion and gay marriage
— not whether they promoted “the com-
mon good.” In contrast, no threat was

made to sanction Republicans who
ignored the Church’s position on the
death penalty or other issues.

The “Swift Boat” cardinals and bish-
ops are the by-product of Pope John
Paul II’s efforts to create a more conser-
vative church. While the Church still
pays lip service to issues of social jus-
tice, it has shifted its political muscle
almost entirely to the issues of abortion
and, recently, gay marriage. Kerry’s
failure to win the Catholic vote is a clear
measure of the success of this effort. But
what has the Church won?

The Church encouraged Catholics to
embrace President Bush despite the
Church’s opposition to the Iraq war and
the fact that the president’s positions
were contrary to the Church’s on issues
such as the death penalty, fair wages,
health care, the environment and many
others. While the Church may believe
that its faithful considered all of these
issues but made abortion and gay mar-
riage a priority, it appears that by almost
exclusively emphasizing abortion over
the past 26 years the Church has under-
cut support among Catholics for pursu-
ing social justice and seeking the com-
mon good. 

Kerry’s defeat among Catholics
should be viewed as the result of both
the Church’s emphasis on these two nar-
row issues and its failure to emphasize
the importance of “defend(ing) the
rights of the poor and needy” and other
aspects of Church teaching. As a result,
Democrats’ hopes of regaining the
Catholic vote rests on reminding voters
of the underlying moral principles for its
agenda since this is a role the Church
has largely abandoned in its myopia.

Two generations after Catholic voters
almost unanimously supported the Great
Society over Goldwater conservatism,
the Church was now leading Catholics
to embrace Goldwater’s heirs. Kerry’s
loss of the Catholic vote may be a polit-
ical win for the Church as an institution,
but it is a clear defeat for the greater
mission entrusted to them. 

(Bennet Kelley was the co-founder
and former national co-chair of the
Democratic National Committee’s
Saxophone Club and author of
“President Bush: The False Prophet of
the Religious Right” which appears in
“Big Bush Lies.” He’s also a frequent
contributor to Democratic Under-
ground, Media Daily News, the Los
Angeles Daily Journal and the publisher
of BushLies.net).

Catholic aborts values
in the 2004 campaign

GUEST COMMENTARY   BY BENNET G.  KELLEY

OPINIONS EXPRESSED are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from
residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters we
receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to sack@smdp.com. All letters must include
the author’s name and telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices located at 1427 Third Street Promenade,
Suite 202, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.

Can’t find the Daily Press in your neighborhood? 
Call us. We’ll take your suggestions. (310) 458-PRESS (7737)
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that are apparently unconstitutional,” said
Deputy City Attorney Tony Serritella.
“We asked the court to modify the provi-
sions, or strike them from the initiative.”

While there are several provisions the
city wants either stricken or clarified, it
appears the one of utmost importance is to
clear up whether appointed officials and
low-level employees would be subject to
civil and criminal penalties under the law.

The initiative applies to “any elected
official or appointed public official acting
in an official capacity.” The city argues
the initiative doesn’t specify which
employees are deemed to have discretion
in conferring a public benefit.

The city argues that if a zoning admin-
istrator — an appointed official who has
discretion to approve routine applications
for zoning permits — would violate the
law if he accepts sports tickets from a
family friend who happens to be a partial
owner of a construction company that
does business in Santa Monica.

“Determining which officials are actu-
ally covered ... presents a question of
some complexity,” wrote Serritella in his
brief to the Court of Appeals. “While the
principal tool of the initiative is the limi-
tation or banning of campaign contribu-

tions, its apparent reach to both appointive
as well as elective officials, to both lower-
echelon as well as commissioners and
department heads is troublesome in its
overbreath and the uncertain burdens
which accompany it ...

“This court can save the initiative by
reforming the term ‘public official’ to
mean only those persons who hold local
elective office.”

The city also asks that the initiative not
include non-profit organizations, so that
the officers, directors and volunteers would
still be able to contribute to the campaigns
of public officials. In addition, the city
argues that the ban on campaign contribu-
tions to Santa Monica officials who subse-
quently pursue federal and state office can
be severed without invalidating the law.

The city argues that the criminal and
civil penalty provisions of the law could
violate due process because “it’s hard to
imagine how a public official is supposed
to know, for example, the identities of all
persons who hold more than 10 percent ...
equity, participation or revenue interest,
or who is a trustee, director, partner or
officer of a person or entity receiving a
public benefit,” according to Serritella’s
brief. City attorneys have asked that the
law be more specific to say that public
officials “who knowingly or willingly”

accept contributions are violators.
Santa Monica was a test market for the

initiative that has now been tried out in
Pasadena and San Francisco. Only San
Francisco is currently enforcing it. The
Pasadena case has been consolidated with
Santa Monica’s, said Oaks Project
Director Carmen Balber.

Balber contends that the measure is
constitutional and the arguments made by

City Hall are “ridiculous,” particularly the
argument that the law is designed to go
after low-level employees. She contends
it’s intended for elected officials.

“That’s a red herring argument,”
Balber said. “The city had no right, with
city money, to challenge what the Santa
Monica voters approved.

“We think it’s a shame that the city has
taken this through the ringer.”
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Grilled & Cold Paninis

Gourmet Salads

Delicious Crêpes

2715 Main St. Santa Monica • (310) 399-9939
www.paninigarden.com

Since 1998

Eat inside or out in our beautiful lavender garden!

BREAKFAST - LUNCH - DINNER     |     CATERING/DELIVERY

GERMAN CAR SERVICE
Specialist in Repair of  Porsche • VW • Audi • BMW

• Best alternative to high dealer prices
• Complete service and repair
• All work guaranteed
• Locally owned and operated since 1965

2202 OLYMPIC BLVD., SANTA MONICA • (310) 829-2563

AA OLYMPIC
Self Storage

Serving Santa Monica and West L.A.

2 Months FREE Rent 

+ FREE Lock
Call for details

OPEN 7 DAYS

(310)829-2525
3250 OLYMPIC BLVD. • www.selfstorage.net/aaolympic

Call About
FREE Truck
Rental Plan
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A house divided: Vague law pits city against ’self
SUIT AND THE CITY, from page 1

may be rewarded by an officer if they are
observed as being courteous, cautious and
promoting public safety on the streets and
parking lots.

On Thursday, at least three tickets were
given out — two were issued to motorists
by officer Rob Dawson, while another was
awarded to Jon Mussman, a pedestrian
crossing Arizona Avenue at the Third Street
Promenade, who obeyed the signal, accord-
ing to traffic service officer Elaine Vega. 

A driver was rewarded by Dawson
after she pulled out of a parking structure

on Second Street, yielded to a pedestrian
while turning right on Santa Monica
Boulevard and used her turn signal.
Another driver was picked after yielding
at a yellow light at Santa Monica
Boulevard and Second Street.

“Normally, people will go through the
yellow light,” Dawson said. “He slowed
down and chose to stop.”

Dawson said he pulled over Thomas
Velazquez, who was unsure of what he
had done wrong. 

“I told him I wanted to compliment
him on his driving,” Dawson said. “He
did what he was supposed to do.”

Out of cite: Offenders
get welcome surprises
TICKET TO SHOP, from page 1
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By The Associated Press

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — Sacramento
County is adopting what could be the
nation’s toughest affordable housing poli-
cy, requiring developers to save 15 per-
cent of all construction in unincorporated
areas for low-income residents. 

The policy adopted by county supervi-
sors, set to take effect next month over
developers’ objections, is projected to
provide about 300 homes and apartments
a year in the fast-growing and increasing-
ly expensive region. 

“Nobody has ever — anybody, no city,
county or state — has targeted people in
the greatest need,” said Joan Burke, lob-
byist for the homeless services organiza-
tion Loaves and Fishes. Each new unit

required by the policy means “one less
family that has to sleep in their car.” 

Among the requirements is that 3 percent
of housing be reserved for families with
“extremely low-income,” under $17,300 a
year. The remaining 12 percent will be split
between “very low-income” families earn-
ing less than $28,850 and “low-income”
families earning less than $46,150. 

The policy is accompanied by about
$10 million in annual subsidies, enough to
pay the projected $155,500 difference
between market price and what the fami-
lies can afford to pay. 

The Building Industry Association of
Superior California opposed the policy as
putting society’s burden of caring for the
poor on one industry, though supervisors
made some changes at builders’ request. 

Sacramento sets what could be
toughest affordable housing policy

“A Winterlit Celebration will be full of
entertainment and family fun,” said
Marivi Valcourt, marketing manager for
the Bayside District. “We are focusing on
kids this year with Winterlit Fun festivi-
ties on Saturday, and there will be lots for
them to do and see.”

Starting at 4 p.m., Mark and Kim of
KOST radio will emcee the event.
Carolers and the Santa Monica High
School Orchestra will perform a free con-
cert on the Third Street Promenade at
Broadway, and “Surfing Santa” will
arrive with his beach-attired elves to join
in the festivities.

On Saturday, Dec. 4, from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m., Winterlit Fun will fill the Third
Street Promenade and Santa Monica
Place with free kid-friendly activities,
including a petting zoo, pony rides, bub-
ble mania, holiday crafts, magic shows,
kids’ theater, musical groups, a children’s
dancing area, a “cool toys” demonstra-
tion, story time and more. Also, kids’
prizes and giveaways will be awarded
throughout the day from the main stage. 

Through Dec. 24, Santa will be in the
center of Santa Monica Place to hear chil-
dren’s holiday wishes.

Santa Monica Place will host Pet Night

with Santa. To raise money for the
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals Los Angeles, pet owners can
have their animals photographed with
Santa on Monday, Dec. 6 and Monday,
Dec. 13. 

Saturday, Dec. 11, brings a day of
Winterlit Fashion and Film. Models will
take to the catwalk wearing casual and
festive winter clothing and accessories
from area merchants. Two shows featur-
ing styles for men, women and children
are scheduled on the Third Street
Promenade and inside Santa Monica
Place. 

Free screenings of “Home Alone” and
“Miracle on 34th Street” will be shown
outdoors on a 24-foot screen. There also
will be shopping spree and dinner certifi-
cate giveaways during the day.

In keeping with a pluralistic sentiment,
a menorah will be incorporated in the
Winterlit composition beginning Hanu-
kah weekend, and there will be a menorah
lighting in Santa Monica Place during the
same time period.

Through the holiday season, from Dec.
1 to Dec. 19, CHiPs for Kids will collect
toys inside Santa Monica Place. Free gift
wrapping will be available on the
Promenade during weekends in
December.

Free wrapping, movies
among holiday offerings
WINTERLIT, from page 1

Kristine Johnson Fountain of JoyKristine Johnson Fountain of Joy
The Kristine Johnson Fountain of Joy is

seeking donations. Situated in a courtyard
garden  visible to the community, the foun-
tain will be a respite for those seeking faith,
peace and  hope amongst the challenges of

the world.

Donations to the Kristine Johnson 
Fountain of Joy may be sent to:

St. Augustine By-The-Sea Episcopal Church
1227 Fourth Street, Santa Monica, CA  90401

Re: Kristine Johnson Fountain of Joy
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WESTSIDE - Why call a high-pressure
sales agent who will just make you feel obli-
gated when all you want is a hassle-free way to
know about price, location, or particulars of
a home sale. Well you don’t have to talk to
anyone because our computerized system will
search out ALL homes currently listed or
sold, anywhere on the westside of Los
Angeles by all real estate companies. All you
need to do is visit this website,
http://www.westsidehotnewlistings.com any
time and leave your homebuying criteria
including price, range and preferred area.

We will mail you a detailed computerized
printout including address, price and full
listing details of all homes that match your
criteria. This information is free and obli-
gates you to nothing. It’s all part of FREE
House-Hunter Service.

To read a brief message on how to receive
hot new listings visit: www.westsidehot-
newlistings.com Learn how to not be left
behind.

This report is courtesy of Steve Matilla,
Matilla Realty, Not intended to solicit properties
currently listed for sale. Copyright ©1997.

Beat Out Other Buyers
to HOT New Listings

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

BOB GABRIEL INSURANCE

California survey shows Mercury Insurance Auto
rates to be the most competetive in this area.

Phone Quotes Available

Providing Professional & Personalized Service Since 1936

■  Auto Experts ■  Life, Disability & Pension

■  Homeowners ■  Commercial & Business

■  Workers Compensation ■  Group & Individual Health

Representing “A” rated companies 
including MERCURY INSURANCE

310.829.0305
2325 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica

We encourage you to visit the Santa
Monica Historical Society Museum —

The Archives of Santa Monica.
1539 Euclid (310) 395-2290

Dinner Tuesday - Sunday
Beginning at Five O’Clock P.M.

Early Bird Special 5pm-6:30pm $13.95
Catering and Private Parties Available
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1928 Lincoln Boulevard in Santa Monica (1 Block South of Pico)
(310) 396-4039

French • Greek • Italian • Mediterranean Restaurant

BY DON THOMPSON 
Associated Press Writer 

SACRAMENTO — A proposed change in
how the federal government measures
water for fish in the Sacramento-San
Joaquin river delta has environmental
groups alarmed and California officials
concerned about potential harm to
wildlife habitat. 

A coalition of 22 environmental groups
said Wednesday the plan would shift
some of the federal water burden — and
potentially more than $20 million in
expenses in some years — onto the state-
controlled water supply. In some years,
hundreds of thousands of acre-feet of
water might not be available for wildlife,
the groups said. 

Federal spokesmen said the plan would
protect the environmental water allotment
while balancing the needs of farmers and
urban residents. 

At issue are agreements, federal law
and a federal court decision that requires
the government to guarantee 800,000
acre-feet of federally controlled water
goes to Delta fisheries each year. That’s
roughly enough water to supply 800,000
households for a year. 

"This is a big, thorny issue of water in
California,” said Diana Jacobs, deputy
director of the state Department of Fish
and Game. 

It all goes back to too many demands
on too little water needed by fish, farmers
and 22 million residents as far south as
San Diego. 

“If you put all these things together ...
sometimes the federal contractors have to
get curtailed. They feel like that’s not
fair,” said Jacobs, referring to water dis-
tricts that get their supplies through the
federal system of dams, pumps and
canals. 

The San Luis and Delta-Mendota
Water Authority, which represents San
Joaquin Valley farmers and includes the
Westlands Water District, the nation’s
largest irrigation district, sued and won a
federal court decision last year that helped
prompt the proposed changes. 

“From our perspective, the 800,000
acre-feet allocation magically took a mil-
lion, a million-two acre-feet of water from
the agricultural community” by the time
all the environmental agreements were
tallied, said water authority spokesman

Tupper Hull. The proposed changes are
“encouraging, from what we’ve seen.” 

The proposal is designed to make sure
the water allocation doesn’t exceed
800,000 acre-feet, while guaranteeing
fisheries receive that required amount, the
Interior Department’s Bureau of
Reclamation and Fish and Wildlife
Service said in a letter last week to their
two state counterparts. 

Their proposal would merge two water
accounts in cooperation with state agen-
cies, and count water allocated under an
earlier agreement toward the 800,000 acre-
feet. It also would shift the accounting year
by three months so early winter rains that
refill empty reservoirs could be counted
toward water reserved for wildlife. 

The environmental coalition alleged
the changes would violate the federal
court order and the government’s own
plan to manage the delta. 

“Not surprisingly, if you play Enron-
style accounting games, you can rip off
water from the environment,” said Barry
Nelson, a senior policy analyst with the
Natural Resources Defense Council. “The
accounting rules are complicated, but the
effect is simple: they’re ripping off fish
and wildlife to benefit their usual friends.” 

Not so, said Reclamation spokesman
Jeff McCracken. 

“It doesn’t take any water away from
the environment. It will provide the
800,000 as required by law, and as we’ve
always done,” McCracken said. “It shifts
the use of timing, but it doesn’t shift the
use of water.” 

Fish and Game’s Jacobs said it’s too
early to tell, until the state plugs the pro-
posed changes into its model of how the
state’s complicated, overtaxed plumbing
system operates. 

“We’re concerned we don’t go back-
wards for fish, and we can still do all the
fish restoration actions we used to do,”
she said. 

Katherine Kelly, chief of the Bay-
Delta Office of the state Department of
Water Resources, couldn’t comment on
the merits of the proposal, but said feder-
al officials need to use a pending public
comment period “to make the case that
this is an improvement,” as it is intended. 

California Farm Bureau Federation
spokesman Dave Kranz said his organiza-
tion hadn’t had a chance to review the
proposal and couldn’t comment. 

Fish counting concerns
environmentalists in delta

INTERESTED IN YOUR DAILY FORECAST?

CHECK OUT THE HOROSCOPES ON PAGE 2!

warren@prusd.com • www.sandiegohomesdowntown.com

2 bed 2 bath + den  1,680  sqrft   ocean views! ......$750,000
2 bed 2 bath 1,221 sqft Ocean Views!!...............$550,000
2 bed 2 bath 1,700 sqft Prime water view location..........$1,265,000
2 bed 2 bath + den Penthouse level. Water Views!!!  ..........$1,425,000

Chris Warren
(619) 818-1666

Discover Opportunity...
Just two hours away, Downtown San Diego is booming. 

Minutes to dozens of world class golf courses, parks and the historic Gaslamp
District...and the best ocean views in Southern California!

Riding Lessons
Beginner to Intermediate   •   Western: Arena & Trails

Personal, one-on-one lessons

A Great Gift Idea
(Discount Gift Packages available)

Call JD Gath (310) 871-1631
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THE UNDER $10 
DINNER SPECIAL

Served from 4pm - 10pm

1433 Wilshire Blvd at 15th St
310-394-1131
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American Red Cross
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deduct full
market value!

Get the maximum
tax advantage

in 2004.
Free pick up!

 A Healthy
 Heart is a
 Happy Heart

Give the Gift of Health
This Holiday Season

• Back to Basics: Back to Balance 
(one month program)

• Basic Training on the Beach
• Personal Training
• Exercise Classes

• Fitness Assessments
• Body Composition Analysis

 • Healthy Meal Delivery
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BY JIM WASSERMAN 
Associated Press Writer 

SACRAMENTO — More than 2,500 California nurses
rallied Wednesday at the state Capitol protesting Gov.
Arnold Schwarzenegger’s decision to delay Jan. 1
requirements that California hospitals reduce the number
of patients cared for by a single nurse. 

Simultaneously, thousands of employees belonging to
the California Nurses Association and Service
Employees International Union conducted a one-day
strike against nine Sutter Health hospitals in Northern
California. Reasons included the number of patients
nurses must monitor. 

CNA spokesman Chuck Idelson said the union also
planned Wednesday to sue Schwarzenegger and the state
Department of Health Services, alleging that “they have
exceeded their authority to make emergency regulations.” 

The actions marked the newest chapter in a yearslong
struggle between the hospital industry, nurses and politi-
cians over how many nurses can safely tend to hospital
patients. While nurses and their Democratic backers in
the Capitol say hiring more nurses will make hospitals
safer, hospitals say they can’t afford it and have won sup-
port from the Republican Schwarzenegger administration. 

Nurses rallying at the Capitol protested
Schwarzenegger’s Nov. 4 decision to delay for three
years new rules that require one nurse for five patients in
a hospital’s medical and surgical wings. 

The rules, based on a 1999 law and set to begin Jan. 1,
would replace the current ratio of one nurse for six

patients. Numerous Democratic officials, including
Assembly Speaker Fabian Nunez of Los Angeles,
Insurance Commissioner John Garamendi and Treasurer
Phil Angelides, addressed the rally in support of fewer
patients for individual nurses. 

“Between 2001 and 2003, hospitals in California
made over $11 billion in profits,” said Deborah Burger,
president of the 58,000-member nurses union. Burger
said the hospital industry is overstating arguments that
new staffing ratios would cause it financial hardship and
be hard to implement amid a statewide nursing shortage. 

But Jan Emerson, a spokeswoman for the 400-hospi-
tal California Healthcare Association, said Wednesday
the nurses’ union members “are the only ones on the
planet who say there isn’t a nursing shortage.” 

Hospitals and Schwarzenegger’s Department of Health
Services have argued that current standards are safe. 

Meanwhile, nine hospitals contended Wednesday
with striking workers by hiring temporary nurses and
nursing assistants, food service workers, housekeepers
and clerical staffers. 

“We’ve had no surgeries canceled, no services inter-
rupted,” said Cassandra Phelps, spokeswoman for Eden
Medical Center in Castro Valley. 

Other hospitals targeted included St. Luke’s Hospital
and California Pacific Medical Center in San Francisco,
Alta Bates Summit Medical Center in Berkeley and
Oakland, Sutter Delta Medical Center in Antioch, Sutter
Solano Medical Center in Vallejo, Sutter Lakeside
Hospital in Lakeport and Sutter Medical Center and
Sutter Warrack Hospital in Santa Rosa. 

Nurses rally to protest delay of
new staffing ratios in California
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BY HANK ROSENFELD
Special to the Daily Press

Who among us has not been charmed by a 9-year-old
song-and-dance man in his parent’s living room? OK,
sometimes it can be embarrassingly lame, but darn that
kid is so cute. So, you could do a lot worse than watch-
ing a sparkly-sweet group of kidlets-to-pre-tweens facing
front and singing about say, Scientology. In fact, a kind
of unauthorized musical deprogramming takes place
throughout the production, “A Very Merry Children’s
Scientology Pageant,” at Santa Monica’s Powerhouse
Theater. Giggling has been known to lessen stress, which

ain’t bad over the holidays. It’s how
they lower the defenses, that’s where
they get you. So beware of a fantasti-
cal blue-green rainbow world drip-

ping like gumdrops into the warm red, carpeted stage.
Once a dreamy overture kicks in, cold and electronic as
the “mysterious universe” out there.

Now on tour from New York City but using local
actors, Les Freres Corbuisier Theater’s new ritual fea-
tures  book, music and lyrics by Kyle Jarrow, who con-
cocted this 50-minute twisted taffy with director Alex
Timbers. Slurpy-smooth scenic design is created by
David Evans Morris, with the strangely discomfiting
wartime mini-death sequences done slow motion in the
half-light, courtesy of lighting designer Juliet Chia. Cult
costumes are provided by Jennifer Rogien. 

The evening is rendered in a story theater style, recall-
ing everything from Paul Sills and friends to the San
Francisco Mime Troupe. Except that our angel icon diva
is 11 years-old adorable. Katie Ellis leads the mighty tiny
cast of 12, singing them “flowers in bloom,” in case you
wondered where they’d all gone, exhorting us to
“Rejoice! Rejubilate! Celebrate!” These angels portend
nothing but goodness even while telling the story of
Scientology founder L. Ron Hubbard. 

One set of theatrical twins chimes through their braces
the song “Aloha,” irresistibly on so many levels. After
all, when was the last chance you had to look straight into
a performer’s orifice aperture metal thingy? Another set
of siblings in white robes and Reading Rainbow socks
play like daycare-kids-gone-wacko. And they’re all

standouts, aside from the obvious and numinous
metaphor, especially Kyle Kaplan as commander
Hubbard. Nemesis Donald is channeled by Jamie Dahlke
and Molly Elizabeth Matzke plays the mysterious Zenu,
a way millions of years-old sacred figure. Lauren
Clinton, Nikki and Jessica Haddad, and Mario and
Anthony Quinonez appear as delighted local-loco energy
bundles, with Chigoziri Ikeme as one brainwashed
acolyte and Kristopher Barnett as a robot. Or is that
another acolyte? Yes, it’s that kind of pageant play, con-
ceivably mocking any religion with pop appeal. 

Each spirited actor — some commuting from as far
away as Orange County — gets paid $7 a show. And as
long as they’re not running wild in the “Celebrity
Showcase” parterre.

“A Very Merry Children’s Scientology Pageant”
comes directly from the John Houseman Theater off-
Broadway, where the New York Times found it had “a
halo of hipness and daring.” Some of that seems to have
faded by the time the show went West. Blame it on the
smog or Santa Ana time change, but Les Frerers is a the-
ater company that dreams up and stages historical epics
starring Warren G. Harding as a rock star.

At less than an hour, it’ll give you a giggle as you go.
A stage picture after the 11 o’clock number brings shiv-
ers to the soul, and not just because a window is open.
My companion at the Powerhouse said he once saw a
Scientology talk given in the nude in Seattle. El-Ron
Hubbard once “wrote a book,” and said on our way to
watch the freaks at The Novel, “so heavy, that when he
read it, he died.” Now I don’t know what is hip, but is
that hip or what? 

“A Very Merry Children’s Scientology Pageant” is
held over through Dec. 15. Performances run Thursday
through Saturday at 8 p.m.; Sunday at 7 p.m. Tickets are
$25. The Powerhouse Theater is located at 3116 Second
St. 

John Muir School
PTA Flea Market is Saturday!

Dec. 4th from 8am until 4pm with great items to buy and sell from local antique and
collectibles merchants. Come by and support a local school. Corner of Lincoln and
Ocean Park. Spread the holiday cheer and find something unusual and rare –

Contact the flea market contact info VM @ 310.399.7721 >>>>
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ALEXANDER
Oliver Stone has depicted a hero so
shaken and internally conflicted, that
it’s hard to imagine him being the leg-
endary ruler he was.
Starring: Colin Farrell, Angelina Jolie

NATIONAL TREASURE
This sprawling treasure hunt is
cacophonous, eye-popping and
unabashedly devoid of nuance.
Despite a promising high concept, the
best that can be said about it is it could
have been worse.
Starring: Nicolas Cage, Diane Kruger

BAD EDUCATION
An uneven stab at film noir in which
director Pedro Almodovar indulges
cross-dressing fetishes, maligns child-
molesting priests and celebrates
French New Wave cinema.
Starring: Gael Garcia Bernal, Fele
Martinez

BRIDGET JONES: THE EDGE OF
REASON
Feels a lot like premeditated cock-up,
filled with uneven sitcommish set
pieces, credulity-stretching conve-
niences and humor that is as flat as its
buxom, chain-smoking heroine isn’t.
Starring: Renee Zellweger, Colin Firth,
Hugh Grant

FINDING NEVERLAND
As moving a motion picture as we’re
likely to see this year, and – as the
movie poster contends – one that is
sure to unlock even the most immured
imagination.
Starring: Johnny Depp, Kate Winslet

KINSEY
Kinsey’s history is nimbly recounted,
and bristles with fun and, on occasion,
arresting poignance. Captivating cine-
ma that feels particularly relevant in
these retrogressive times.
Starring: Liam Neeson, Laura Linney

AFTER THE SUNSET
Surely the world doesn’t need another
weak Elmore Leonard knock-off popu-
lated with one-dimensional charac-
ters engaging in humdrum high jinks.
Starring: Pierce Brosnan, Salma
Hayek

THE INCREDIBLES
Boasts the total package: Great cast,
invigorating storytelling, state-of-the-
art 3-D animation and, best of all, that
elusive quality known as movie magic.
Starring: Holly Hunter, Craig T. Nelson

ALFIE
Remake is lighter in tone, decidedly
more farcical than the original. Law’s
a movie star who’s awfully easy on the
eyes and boundlessly talented.
Starring: Jude Law, Susan Sarandon

RAY
An instant inductee into the pantheon
of great biographic movies. There
isn’t a moment in the entire picture in
which we’re not convinced Foxx IS Ray
Charles.
Starring: Jamie Foxx, Regina King,
Kerry Washington

BIRTH
Even a mildly disappointing third act
twist cannot mitigate the intensity of
“Birth,” which ranks among the year’s
best.
Starring: Nicole Kidman, Lauren
Bacall

SAW
Gratuitously violent, unoriginal and
entirely too loud. Proof that atmos-
pherics and gore alone do not a com-
pelling serial killer thriller make.
Starring: Cary Elwes, Danny Glover

IT’S ALL ABOUT LOVE
As the designated interpreters of the
director’s scattershot musings,
Phoenix and Danes are hopelessly
lost.
Starring: Joaquin Phoenix, Clare
Danes

THE GRUDGE
Americanized version of a commer-
cially successful, albeit humdrum
Japanese horror flick is silly rather
than chilling.
Starring: Sarah Michelle Gellar

SURVIVING CHRISTMAS
It’s entirely likely star Ben Affleck will
come to rue this wreck even more
than last year’s notorious flop,
“Gigli.”
Starring: Ben Affleck, James
Gandolfini

BY DAN DUNN
Special to Daily Press

Director Mike Nichols’ provocative
relationship drama “Closer” boasts an
awfully pretty central foursome that
behaves pretty awfully. The film’s sump-

tuous contemporary
London setting and
lilting score belies the
characters’ scatologi-

cal obsessions with deception, self-pity
and abject cruelty. Based on the hit stage
production by Patrick Marber (who also
penned the screenplay), the sum of this
tragicomedy’s competing parts adds up to
the best-looking portrait of moral deprav-
ity on the big screen this year. The heavy-
weight cast includes Julia Roberts, the
ubiquitous Jude Law, Natalie Portman
and scene-stealer Clive Owen all playing
pretentious, unpalatable people of the sort
you’d expect to encounter at Manhattan
publishing parties and in Neil LaBute
films. Ah, but no matter how detestable
the behavior, it’s interesting to watch
these selfish souls stick it to one another
with such convincing invective. In this
character-driven devilish delight, each of
the stars gives it bad as good as they get it.

Law’s Dan — think Alfie, only less
cocksure — is the film’s lynchpin. In the
opening sequence the nebbishy newspaper
obituary writer encounters a free-spirited

American stripper named Alice (Portman)
just as she’s being run into by a taxicab in
London. A romantic connection occurs en
route to the hospital before we’re sudden-
ly transported three years into the future as
a more-confident Dan puts the moves on
Anna (Roberts), a seductive portrait pho-
tographer hired to shoot the jacket photo
for his soon-to-be-published first novel.
The book is about Alice, who is now
Dan’s live-in lover, but so smitten is the
author with Anna that he vows to make
her his own … but not before engaging in
a little Internet mischief that inadvertently
leads Owen’s sexy beast of a dermatolo-
gist, Larry, into Anna’s arms. With the
love quadrangle established, Nichols gives
his players the green light to unleash the
untamed passions that ultimately tears
them apart. Owen, who played Dan in the
late ’90s West End stage version, is
wickedly good as Larry, a self-described
“caveman” and the group’s most accom-
plished manipulator. Natalie Portman,
whose Alice is as close to innocent as any-
one comes in this film, adds needed deli-
cacy to the otherwise nasty proceedings.
And it’s refreshing to watch Roberts, the
biggest star in the movie, deliver such an
effectively tempered performance. 

(Rated R for sequences of graphic sex-
ual dialogue, nudity/sexuality and lan-
guage. Running time: 100 minutes)

‘Closer’ a star-studded film
full of moral depravity 

Review

BY DAN DUNN
Special to the Daily Press

Jude Law, Julia Roberts, Natalie Portman and Clive
Owen star in acclaimed director Mike Nichols’ adapta-
tion of Brit scribe Patrick Marber’s play, “Closer.” The

film, which hits theaters Friday, is
an acerbically witty, brutally honest
portrait of the intertwining relation-
ships between two couples and the
cost of love and betrayal. The

actors, sans Roberts (who was busy delivering twins at
junket time), sat down recently to chat up a roomful of
reporters.

QUESTION: Because the subject matter is so intense,
was “Closer” a difficult movie to make?

CLIVE OWEN: The unusual thing about doing a piece
like this one is that the scenes are so long, because it’s
adapted from a play. So it requires a lot of concentra-
tion. In terms of the emotional thing, you absorb the
piece, you talk about the piece, you work the piece, and
then at the end of the day you perform the piece and try
to go to the places you must go. I found it quite fun.

Q: Fun, eh? Jude, Natalie, do you agree?
JUDE LAW: A lot of fun, yeah.
NATALIE PORTMAN: Some of the things were hard to

do to each other, especially because we all liked each
other. To be really awful was very difficult at times.

Q: Why do these characters behave so viciously?
JL: I don’t think they’re vicious. What you mustn’t

underestimate is what you don’t see. It’s a condensed
version of four years in these people’s lives. In between
these moments of falling in love and splitting up,
there’s presumably a lot of happiness and enjoyment of
the sort we all experience. To accuse them of being
vicious and nothing else is … they’re not just vicious,
but there are vicious acts in (the movie).

Q: What attracted you to the project?
JL: I liked the words. They walk a very fine line of

being very dramatic, and at other times unbelievably
realistic. To me that’s what it’s all about — great
words. I like great writing.

Q: What was it like working with Mike Nichols.
JL: He has a great kind of impish humor and outlook

on life. He also has a deep, sensitive understanding of
life. And he’s fun to be around, and also inspiring. It’s
a great mix.

CO: Working with someone so smart and so lovely,
you feel in very good hands, so that you’ll do pretty
much anything. I feel like that’s probably why actors
love him so much, because you just feel terribly secure.
You trust him implicitly.

Q: Natalie, the press notes hail your performance as
an “arrival” to adulthood. Is that a fair assessment?

NP: I disagree. I don’t really feel like an adult yet, so
I don’t think I can play adults. It’s an arbitrary distinc-
tion between adult and child anyway.

Q: But you play a stripper, and pull off a pretty
impressive split. Did that hurt?

NP: Did it hurt to do the split? No, I’m extraordinar-
ily flexible.

CO: (laughs) Now there’s a headline!
JL: She means, “As an actor!” (all laugh)

Q: Natalie, how are you feeling now that you’ve
completed your commitment to the “Star Wars” series?

NP: It was a big chunk of my life. We’re talking
about 10 years from the time I signed on until the time
the next film comes out. It’s sad because I’m not going
to go back and see those same people, and then exciting
because of what’s ahead.

Cast of ‘Closer’
gets their take

Review
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BY DAN DUNN
Special to the Daily Press

Awash with kaleidoscopic vistas so staggeringly
beautiful they appear to have been painted by an impres-
sionist master, this devastating love story disguised as a
kung fu flick is one of the year’s most astonishing cine-

matic achievements — an instant
classic from celebrated Chinese
director Zhang Yimou that bests his
only other foray into the genre,

“Hero.” It’ll be a crime if unheralded director of photog-
raphy Zhao Xiao Ding isn’t recognized by AMPAS for
his breathtaking camerawork here, and — while I’m lob-
bying — Zhang Yimou not only deserves an Oscar nom-
ination, but based on films I’ve seen thus far this year,
ought to be considered the odds-on favorite to take home
Best Director gold.

Takeshi Kaneshiro, Andy Lau and the lovely Zhang
Ziyi (“Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon,” “Hero”) make
up the trio of star-crossed lovers at the heart of the story,
which is set in the 9th century during the decline of the
Tang Dynasty. Lau and Kaneshiro play Leo and Jin, two
captains in the government’s army charged with captur-
ing the leader of the land’s most powerful rebel army,
The House of Flying Daggers. To that end, Jin pretends
to be a drifter named Wind and stages a rescue of Mei
(Ziyi), a blind warrior princess that the government
believes to be the daughter of the Flying Daggers’ old
leader. Jin gains Mei’s trust in the hope that she will lead
him to the rebels’ secret hideaway, but things quickly get
sticky as Desire rears its head. Soon we learn that noth-
ing is as it seems and nobody is who they claim to be.
Emotions run hot, action sizzles, the plot thickens …
Zhang Yimou melds everything together masterfully,
augmenting sincere nods to tradition with some revolu-
tionary techniques. The filmmaker claims his “House of
Flying Daggers” is a love story wrapped inside an action
film, but fret not martial arts lovers, for the fight
sequences are fantastic. But ultimately this movie is
about the heart, to be enjoyed by all those who’ve got
one.

(PG-13, for sequences of stylized martial arts vio-
lence, and some sexuality. Running time: 119 minutes)

‘Flying daggers’ 
a great love story
with lots of fighting

Review
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BY ADAM GOLDMAN 
Associated Press Writer 

LAS VEGAS — When billionaire
Sheldon Adelson sold his successful
COMDEX computer show and decided to
build a lavish hotel-casino with thousands
of rooms, gambling executives ridiculed
his business model. 

Adelson’s plan for The Venetian to
cater to business travelers and make a
hefty profit from hotel rooms and conven-
tions wouldn’t work on the Las Vegas
Strip, they said; everyone knew casinos
were the true moneymakers. 

Critics and competitors told The Wall
Street Journal in 1997 that Adelson was
“smoking something” and his over-the-
top property was doomed because Las
Vegas had too many rooms and it could-
n’t make enough money outside the casi-
no to support its size. The Venetian might
have to “live off the rest” of the overflow
from other casino-hotels in the city, one
sniffed. 

Executives at the Las Vegas Sands
Inc., The Venetian’s parent company,
have never forgotten that article. But
when they recall it now, they smile with
satisfaction. The Venetian is the second
most profitable hotel-casino in Las Vegas
behind the Bellagio. 

And perhaps as early as this month, the
privately held company could begin trad-
ing on the New York Stock Exchange
under the Las Vegas Sands Corp. name in
what could be one of the hottest initial
public offerings of the year. 

“My gut tells me this will be a very
high-demand or hot IPO,” said Marc
Falcone, a Deutsche Bank equity gam-
bling analyst in New York. “You have an
outstanding business model with great
growth opportunities and you have a man-
agement team that has done an outstand-
ing job with their assets.” 

With the public offering, the Sands
would become the third-largest gambling
company in the world in terms of revenue
behind Harrah’s Entertainment Inc. and
MGM Mirage Inc. — if their recent merg-
ers are approved next year. 

Las Vegas Sands executives are aiming
at an initial public offering price of $21 a
share, according to documents filed last
month with the Securities and Exchange
Commission. 

The company plans to sell 23.8 million
shares of common stock and give under-
writers the option to purchase an addition-
al 3.5 million shares. The Sands could
raise about $537 million, if underwriters
exercise all their options. Investment firm
Goldman Sachs is the lead underwriter. 

The IPO figures were calculated before
company officials made the requisite visit
to Wall Street this week. If analysts are
receptive, the offering could be even more
bullish, and the target price increased. 

Sands officials declined to comment,
citing SEC rules that impose a quiet peri-
od on companies going public. 

Adelson, the Sands chairman who has
been described as serious, determined and
demanding, doesn’t often give interviews.
Raised in Boston and an ardent supporter
of Israel, Adelson, 71, is known for his
attention to detail, but employees say he
doesn’t micromanage. 

People in the industry have called him
a visionary — a label Adelson might not
resist, given his prophetic comments. 

“Las Vegas is living in yesteryear’s
strategy,” Adelson told the WSJ in the
1997 article. “We’re living in tomorrow’s
strategy.” 

Once the initial public offering is com-
pleted, Adelson and trusts for him and his
family will own about 88 percent of the
outstanding common stock, according to
documents filed with the SEC. Adelson
will receive an annual base salary of $1
million. 

Proceeds will be used for the compa-
ny’s proposed $1.6 billion, 3,000-room
Palazzo hotel-casino on the Las Vegas
Strip and the $1.8 billion Macau Venetian
Casino Resort in the Chinese territory.
Both developments are scheduled to open
in 2007. 

The company also is exploring projects
in the United Kingdom, which is revising
its gambling laws to allow for more and
bigger casinos. 

Adelson’s U.S. business strategy has-
n’t changed that much since he first
opened The Venetian in 1999. In 2003, he
added a luxurious, all-suite, 12-story
tower called the Venezia, further driving
room revenues at The Venetian complex. 

The Venetian’s average daily room
rate during the first nine months this year
was about $219 compared with $89 for all
hotels and motels in Las Vegas. 

The percentage of gambling revenue
for The Venetian is one of the lowest on
the Strip because of its emphasis on the
group convention and trade show busi-
ness, and the resulting higher occupancy
and room rates on week days. 

Adelson also owns the Sands Expo and
Convention Center next to The Venetian. 

The Palazzo, SEC filings say, will help
leverage Adelson’s convention-driven
business model and capture a premium
clientele, while his resorts in Macau rake
in day gamblers and those looking for
longer stays that provide an experience
similar to Las Vegas, with its amenities. 

“Mr. Adelson and his team have a lot
of innovative ideas,” said Andrew
Zarnett, casino industry bond analyst for
Deutsche Banc. “The biggest was creating
all-suites and proving that you could cre-
ate a significant amount of revenue from
rooms, food and beverages.” 

Adelson’s acumen has not been lost on
his competitors. 

Mandalay Resort Group has built its
own 1,128 all-suite tower and a massive
convention center. MGM Mirage will
soon open a second tower at the Bellagio
with 928 rooms and suites, plus an addi-
tional 60,000 square feet of convention
space. 

"If imitation is the best form of flattery,
then Mr. Adelson should be very flat-
tered,” Zarnett said. 

Adelson has focused on two of the
most lucrative gambling markets in the
world: Las Vegas and Macau, the former
Portuguese colony 40 miles west of Hong
Kong. For more than 1 billion people in

Sands looks to be gambling
giant with public offering 

See SANDS, page 13

Las Vegas Sands
executives are aiming at
an initial public offering

price of $21 a share.
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BY BRENDAN RILEY 
Associated Press Writer 

CARSON CITY, Nev. — Former top aides
to Nevada Controller Kathy Augustine tes-
tified Thursday at her Senate impeachment
trial that she pressured staffers into doing
campaign work on state time and threw
tantrums if the work wasn’t done promptly. 

Jeanine Coward, who served as assis-
tant controller, said Augustine threw
things at her and told her to handle vari-
ous 2002 campaign jobs even after
Coward objected to the activity. 

“I was very cowardly and took the easy
way out,” Coward said, adding it was eas-
ier to do the work than face Augustine’s
“temper tantrums.” 

Coward also said she saw another
employee, Jennifer Normington, putting
in 80 percent of her state time over sever-
al months on campaign work. She said
Augustine was so demanding that
Normington was “hardly allowed to go to
the bathroom or get anything to eat.” 

Besides the work on fund-raiser invita-
tions, candidate questionnaires and finance
reports, Coward said Augustine hosted a
jewelry sales in her office, with a percent-
age of the sales going to her campaign. 

The former assistant also said that any-
one who got on Augustine’s bad side was
ignored, with the controller “creating an
atmosphere so that people she did not like
would leave on their own.” Nobody was

fired, however. 
Also testifying was Jim Wells,

Augustine’s former chief deputy who quit
after refusing to do campaign work for
her. Wells told senators that such work by
others cut into office productivity. 

Wells also said that when Augustine
asked him to do a campaign finance
report, it was more of an “assignment”
than a requested favor. He added he was-
n’t asked to do the work on state time. 

After he refused, citing office and state
policies, Wells said he was told Augustine
wanted to fire him and conversations
between them were “all but cut off” except
for minimal office-related discussions. 

The trial opened Wednesday with a
special prosecutor saying her state
employees, fearing for their jobs, turned
the office into an illegal “campaign cen-
tral” for her 2002 re-election bid. 

Dan Greco said staffers “did what they
were told because they were afraid. They
were afraid of losing their jobs. They
were afraid of retaliation.” 

John Arrascada and Dominic Gentile,
two of six lawyers representing the two-
term Republican controller at the trial —
first of its sort in Nevada’s 140-year his-
tory — argued removal from office was
too severe a penalty given the offenses. 

The controller has been temporarily
removed from office until a conclusion of
the Senate trial, but continues to draw her
$80,000-a-year salary. 

Nevada controller’s Senate
impeachment trial continues 

China, Taiwan and Hong Kong, Macau is
the place to gamble. 

Adelson landed the first concession
from the Chinese government to build a
casino there, and Wynn Resorts Inc. and
MGM Mirage soon followed with their
own deals. 

In May, the Sands opened the $240
million Sands Macau, the first Las Vegas-
style casino in the Chinese enclave. It has
produced in mind-boggling numbers,
generating more than $41 million in cash
flow the first two months after it swung its
doors open.

From its opening through Sept. 30,
97.5 percent of the Sands Macau’s rev-
enue came from gambling; the remainder
from food and beverage. 

William Weidner, president and chief
operating officer of the Sands, said in
May that his company was interested in
developing a casino in Singapore. 

If the Far East is an untapped gold
mine, Las Vegas is a proven winner. This
year, the city should top its all-time visi-

tor record of 35.8 million, and is witness-
ing a wave of development, including the
$2.7 billion Wynn Las Vegas resort that
opens April 28 and several hotel tower
and high-rise condo projects. MGM
Mirage recently announced it will devel-
op a $4 billion resort on the Strip. 

MGM Mirage, Harrah’s, Wynn
Resorts and other casino operators all
have seen their stock surge since 2003. 

Wynn’s stock has risen more than 100
percent this year, reaching $64 last month
based on the promise of his Las Vegas
and Macau projects. 

While Wynn’s soon-to-open properties
aren’t yet generating any revenue,
Adelson’s existing casinos are solid prof-
it machines, which might be a lure for
investors. 

The Macau and Las Vegas projects on
the drawing board should only increase
the attractiveness of the Sands company,
Zarnett said. 

“They have an amazing growth
pipeline,” Zarnett said. “Las Vegas is
very strong. He’s got a lot of good things
going for him.” 

Casino mogul’s stock
doubles in just one year
SANDS, from page 12
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BY DAVID TWIDDY 
Associated Press Writer 

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — The CEO of the nation’s fourth-
largest beef processor says he’s optimistic the industry
can rebound from the mad cow disease scare, citing the
expected reopening of Japanese markets next year. 

John Miller, CEO of National Beef Packing Co. LLP,
also discussed President Bush’s promise to allow
Canadian-raised cattle back into the United States. 

“We think that (with) the Canadian border opening, as
well as the eventual opening of export markets, we’ll
begin to see more historical-type earnings come back
into the industry,” Miller told analysts during a confer-
ence call Wednesday. 

The top four beef-producing companies — including
industry leaders Tyson Foods Inc., Swift & Co. and
Cargill Inc. — provide more than 80 percent of the
nation’s beef. 

The companies suffered after foreign markets banned
U.S. beef when a case of mad cow disease, or bovine
spongiform encephalopathy (BSE), was discovered last
December in Washington state. 

The infected cow came from Canada, and officials
prohibited U.S. beef packers from importing Canadian
cattle or beef. While beef products were later allowed in
the United States, cattle was not, which drove up the
price of native animals. 

Bush last week said he would instruct federal officials
to speed up the process of lifting the ban on Canadian
cattle and said new regulations could be ready by early
next year. 

In October, the U.S. Department of Agriculture said it
reached an agreement with Japanese negotiators to
reopen the market to U.S. beef next spring or summer.
Details were being resolved, but Japan said it would
allow the import of beef from cattle 20 months of age or
younger. 

That will require beef producers to install systems to
track cattle ages, a process that could take several months
or years. National Beef officials estimated that less than
20 percent of cattle is currently tracked by age. 

National Beef said its profits for the fiscal year that
ended Aug. 28 were $44 million, or less than half the $89
million the company made in 2003. Total sales were up
almost 12 percent to $4.1 billion, but chief financial offi-
cer Jay Nielsen said that was because of price increases
and the company had sold less beef. 

National Beef said it expected a small profit in the cur-
rent quarter, but analysts noted that the company asked
its lenders to renegotiate terms of its debt. 

Miller cautioned that beef markets are in a delicate
position, as shown during last month’s false alarm of a
second mad cow case and the subsequent dumping of
beef and restaurant stocks. 

BY ERICA WERNER 
Associated Press Writer 

WASHINGTON — Stung by security lapses at the Los
Alamos National Laboratory, the government will con-
sider business and management ability as much as scien-
tific expertise when selecting a new manager for the
facility. 

The Energy Department’s National Nuclear Security
Administration released a draft request for proposals
Wednesday as it prepares for the first competition to run
the New Mexico nuclear weapons lab. 

Los Alamos has been managed by the University of
California since the lab’s creation as a top-secret World
War II project to develop the atomic bomb. But prob-
lems, including missing computer drives and sloppy fis-
cal procedures, led the department for the first time to
call for an open bidding process last year. 

The new contractor will take over when the universi-
ty’s current contract expires at the end of September. The
school has not decided whether to bid to continue man-
aging the lab. 

“The vision is we want world-class science, enabled
by excellent operations, and really, really good business
management,” said Tyler Przybylek, chairman of the
board of National Nuclear Security Administration offi-
cials who will evaluate proposals.

The agency will collect comments from prospective
applicants, community members and others for 30 days
before issuing a final request for proposals. Applicants
will then have 60 days to submit their proposals. 

The agency plans to select a contractor next summer
to begin work on Oct. 1. The new contract will cover five
years, with possible extensions for 15 years more. 

Recent problems at the lab include the shutdown of
most operations in July following the disclosure that two
disks believed to contain classified information were
missing. Most lab activities have since resumed. 

New Mexico Gov. Bill Richardson has encouraged
the University of California to seek to retain its contract.
Other possible bidders include the University of Texas
and Texas A&M. 

Federal officials also will seek bids on the two other
labs that the University of California manages, the
Lawrence Livermore nuclear weapons lab and the non-
weapons Lawrence Berkeley lab. The school’s Lawrence
Livermore contract also expires at the end of September,
but the Energy Department plans to extend it. 

National beef packing officials ‘optimistic’ on beef sales 

Feds giving business,
management important
role in Los Alamos bid 



BY MARA D. BELLABY 
Associated Press Writer 

KIEV, Ukraine — Tens of thousands of upbeat opposi-
tion supporters partied in Kiev’s main square Thursday,
erecting a Christmas tree and waving orange flags, in a
show of confidence as the Supreme Court heard final
arguments on whether to overturn disputed election
results. 

With Ukraine’s political crisis nearing a decisive turn-
ing point, Russian President Vladimir Putin took the gov-
ernment’s side in a deepening dispute over how to pro-
ceed once the judges issue a ruling. 

Putin denounced the opposition’s demand for a repeat
of the contentious Nov. 21 run-off vote rather than holding
entirely new elections for president, as the government
wants. Putin said a new run-off “would yield nothing.” 

“A revote could be conducted a third, a fourth, 25th
time, until one side gets the results it needs,” a grim-
faced Putin said, standing alongside his longtime ally,
outgoing Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma. 

The two held a hastily arranged meeting at Moscow’s
airport just before Putin left for India. Kuchma flew to
Russia for support as his goverment appeared to be los-
ing momentum in the 11-day standoff with the opposi-
tion. 

President Bush said Thursday that if a new vote is held
in Ukraine it “ought to be free from any foreign influ-
ence.” 

Bush did not single out any country, but his words
seemed to echo those of Canadian Prime Minister Paul
Martin, with whom Bush met this week and who explic-
itly said Russia must not meddle in the Ukrainian matter. 

With a new vote appearing likely, Kuchma wants to
ensure an entirely new election is held — rather than a
new run-off between his ally, Prime Minister Viktor
Yanukovych, and opposition leader Viktor Yushchenko,
a reformer who wants to move Ukraine closer to the
West. 

Kuchma may want to put forward a stronger candidate
to replace Yanukovych in the race, which would only be
possible if an election is held from scratch. 

The mood among the throngs of Yushchenko support-
ers rallying in a tent city in Kiev’s Independence Square
was celebratory, confident that the Supreme Court will
rule invalid the official results that declared Yanukovych
the winner of the Nov. 21 run-off. 

A Christmas tree festooned in orange was erected in
the tent camp, while a rock bank played on stage, their
instruments fluttering with orange ribbons. 

Other protesters kept up their blockade of the Cabinet
building despite an agreement the day before to lift their
sieges of government offices. 

“We aren’t letting anyone through. Why should we?
We are so close to victory, why surrender now?” said
Natalya Nechipurenko, 38, one of dozens of protesters
standing shoulder-to-shoulder to block entrances to the
building. They banged cans against the ground to distract
whatever workers had managed to slip past. 

A court decision had been expected Thursday. After
beginning to hear final arguments in the evening, the
court’s 18 judges adjourned the session for the night
without a decision. The final arguments will continue
Friday, after which the justices will retreat for delibera-
tions before announcing a decision. It was unclear how
long the process would take. 

Drinking hot tea to fight off the chill, protesters in the
square watched live television broadcasts of the court
hearings throughout the day, as the red-robed judges, sit-
ting behind stacks of documents, heard testimony in the
cramped chambers. 

In talks mediated by European officials, Yushchenko
and Yanukovych agreed Wednesday to respect the
court’s ruling. The opposition charges that government
fraud cheated Yushchenko of victory in the runoff, and
his campaign has appealed results from eastern regions
where the prime minister’s support is strongest. 

During Thursday’s session, the court rejected
Yanukovych’s objections to parts of the opposition’s
appeal. 

Ruslan Knyazevich told the court that after the polls
closed on Nov. 21, “one million more votes were thrown
in.” He also noted election data from the east came in
later than from other regions, after what he suggested
was an order to “increase the numbers.” 

Yanukovych has submitted his own appeal against the
results, focusing on pro-Yushchenko western provinces
and the capital. But if the Supreme Court rules in
Yushchenko’s favor and declares the vote invalid, con-
sidering Yanukovych’s would be pointless.

The two rivals’ meeting late Wednesday pointed to the
likelihood of a new election in this bitterly divided nation
of 48 million. But it remained unclear whether it would
be a repetition of the runoff or a whole new election. 

Kuchma told Putin that “it seems a compromise has
been reached.” However, he said, “how events will
develop further — I don’t have an unequivocal answer.” 

If an entirely new election is held, Ukrainian media
have said Kuchma may pick Yanukovych’s former cam-
paign chief, Serhiy Tyhypko, to run. Tyhypko, a young

and charismatic politician, might fare better against
Yushchenko than Yanukovych did. 

Putin again warned the West not to interfere in the cri-
sis. 

“Neither Russia, nor the European Union, nor interna-
tional organizations will solve the problems,” he said in
his meeting with Kuchma. “They all can play the role of
mediators, but the Ukrainian people have the last word.” 

Putin told Kuchma that was worried about the possi-
bility of a split in Ukraine — divided roughly between
Yanukovych supporters in the east and Yushchenko
backers in the west who are wary of Moscow’s centuries-
old clout in the country. 

“We are not indifferent about what is happening
there,” Putin said. 
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Putin criticizes holding new run-off election in Ukraine
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Reality Check®

By Dave Whammond
Speed Bump®

By Dave Coverly

Natural Selection®

By Russ Wallace

B r u c e  R u d m a n

11301 Olympic Boulevard, Suite 541
Los Angeles, CA 90064

T

F

E

310.393.2727
928.222.9992
Bruce@Architects-Engineers.net

B r u c e R u d m a n

A r c h i t e c t s + E n g i n e e r s

PostTel Now Offers

SECURE
DOCUMENT
SHREDDING

BY THE
POUND

Shred it and forget it!

PostTel Business Center
2118 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica

(310) 828-8645

IS YOUR RETIREMENT PLAN
AGING GRACEFULLY?

WE LIVE WHERE YOU LIVE.®

Keep your money hard at work, with
401(k) rollovers, TSAs, annuities and
more. Call me to get started today.

Troy Wilson Lic.#: 0D75687
2451 Santa Monica Blvd.
Santa Monica, CA
310.315.1955

Providing Insurance and Financial Services  •  statefarm.com®

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR STATE FARM IS THERE.®

State Farm Life Insurance Company; In NY and WI – State Farm Life and Accident Assurance
Company; Bloomington, IL. Annuities and other products offered by State Farm affiliates are not
FDIC insured, not guaranteed by State Farm Bank, and are subject to investment risk, including
possible loss of principal. Consult your tax or legal advisor for specific advice.
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Call 310-458-7737 and promote your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 38,600.

CCLLAASSSSIIFFIIEEDDSS

Employment
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT P/T flex. 
hrs, beach location, computer, filing, 
errands. email resume 
bellholdings@aol.com. 
Fax: (310) 396-6549.

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT/ Retail 
Sales. Looking for two energetic, dy-
namic, detail oriented people with 
great computer and people skills to 
assist me in my Wilshire Blvd store. 
1 F/T and 1 P/T. Call Joanne Cotto at 
(310) 264-0517

AUTO SHOP Helper and Driver. Must 
have good driving record, semi-retired 
person welcomed. Fax resume (310) 
319-9189
AVON***AVON***AVON*** Call Cindy 
( 3 1 0 ) 5 3 1 - 5 0 5 5
www.youravon.com/clodato
AWESOME 4 Positions: Accounting, 
Chauffeur, Dispatcher, Reservations. 
Bright, diligent, flexible. Excellent 
benefits/ compensation. Fax 
(310) 737-7973
DRIVER FOR Limo/Towncar. Clean 
DMV F/T or P/T. Experienced A+. Will 
train (310) 821-5558 Fax (310) 821-
8358 
email sean@paramountlimo.com
ENTRY LEVEL general office help, 
three days a week. Must be organized 
and efficient. Office experience help-
ful. Call 310-390-7458 and fax re-
sume to 310-390-7418. Minuteman 
Parking

F/T ADMIN/EXECUTIVE Assistant. Cas-
ual S.M. office. Strong Word & Excel. 
Access and graphics a plus. $15-
$17/hr doe. Fax resume to (310) 394-
3539
F/T BILINGUAL secretary needed. Flu-
ent in Spanish & English. Some ac-
counting. Computer skills A+. 1990 
Westwood Blvd. #260 (310) 481-1400
FIGURE MODEL wanted. Fit female 
model wanted for figure drawing by 
artist. No experience necessary. Call 
(818) 501-0266
FOR RENT: 3 Hair stations and facial 
room. Hair barber too. $125/wk. 2106 
Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica. 
(310) 829-5944
FRONT OFFICE receptionist/ coordina-
tor with 1 to 2 years experience for an 
Orthodontic office in West Los Angeles 
is needed. Call (310) 442-9188
HOME CLEANING service needs clean-
ers M-F. Cars and English required. 
Needed immediately. (310) 656-6243

MINUTEMAN Parking seeks valet 
parkers. Experience preferred, no 
placement agency. (310) 214-1888

NATIONAL BARTENDERS

BARTEND

• 1 or 2 week training
• Nationwide job placement

Financing Available
National Bartenders School

310-996-1377
www.nationalbartenders.com

EARN
$100-300

DAILY

P/T SALES Cruise & tour pkgs. 
37yr old Co. near LAX. 
Flex 30hrs/ some wknds base + 
comm. No cold calling. Pd TNG Aaron 
@ (310) 649-3820 x7157

Place an employment ad today! 
Call Mirella 

@ (310) 458-7737 ext 114 
mirella@smdp.com

PROP. MGR. Couple- 80 u- S.M. F/T 
4 yrs+ Exp. & Maint. req. 
Apt.+Salary. Fax res. (310) 396-6425

Employment

PRIVATE DUTY Nurse LVN P/T, 
nights 12 1/2/hr shifts. Call 

Bonnie (323) 782-0303 or Fax 
resume (323) 782-0330

RADIO PUBLICITY or music air play 
sales person. Full commission, P/T in 
Santa Monica (818) 905-8038
RECRUITING FOR an International For-
tune 500 Company Ranked as the 22 
fastest growing company in N. Ameri-
ca and the 2nd most profitable. (INC 
Magazine) Looking to Identify 3 moti-
vated, entrepreneurial minded, indi-
viduals, with a winning mentality and 
a hunger for success who are used to 
thinking "outside the box." Team 
building, leadership qualities and 
building business relationships with 
the right mental mindset is key. Salar-
ies and incomes are limited only by 
YOU. This company offers 6 and 7 fig-
ure incomes to the right people. Con-
tact David at "Worldwide Recruiting.” 
(310) 393-6925

UPSCALE SALON under new owner-
ship on Wilshire in Santa Monica is 
looking for stylist and colorist. Bring 
your clients and join a new and excit-
ing team. Call (310) 451-4477

For Sale
TRAMPOLINE, 14FT, round. Brand 
new. Cost $350, will sell for $220. 
(310) 795-9677
HOT TUB 2004 Model. Neck jets. 
Therapy Seat. Warranty, never used. 
Can deliver worth $5700, sell for 
$1750 (818) 785-9043
MOVING SALE on Saturday, December 
4&5. Furniture, pictures/portraits, an-
tiques, quality items, clothes. 1043 
5th St., Apt. 3, Santa Monica, CA 
90403. (310) 458-9655

Furniture
LANE HIGH Power massage black 
leather recliner like new. Original cost 
$1300, asking $850 (310) 459-7459

Pets
MALTESE PUPS. Registered male and 
female. Baby doll face. (323) 823-
1803; (661) 675-6371 Call Kelly
YORKIES WWW.WORLDKENNEL-
USA.COM (323) 823-1803; (661) 675-
6371. Call Kelly.

Vehicles for sale
1995 CADILLACSLS black/beige. Ex-
cellent condition, fully loaded 
w/NorthstarV8, alarm, low mileage. 
Garaged $8100/obo. Robert 
(310) 391-3520

1998 VW Jetta GLX, automatic 75K, 
airbags, ABS, AC, PS, tilt, asking price 
$8,900 (323) 839-3039

Vehicles for sale
CLAUDE SHORT Auto Sales - Low end

‘99 VW BEETLE
Leather, Low miles

VIN 437630  $7,995

‘91 CADILLAC SEVILE STS
Local car, Affordable
VIN 801616  $2,995

‘02 FORD THINK
ELECTRIC CAR

No gas needed!  Only 52 miles
VIN 1050861  $4,995

‘02 CHEVROLET SILVERADO
2500 4x4 “12” Lift, Low miles

VIN 165424  $36,995

‘98 CHRYSLER SEBRING
CONVERTIBLE
New Tires, Clean Car

VIN 286770 REDUCED $7,995

‘99 FORD F-250 4X4
SUPERCAB

New Tires
VIN C52180  $12,995

Claude Short
Auto Sales Dealer

2501 Lincoln Blvd. in Venice

(310) 395-3712

Instruction
FIRE CLASS. Learn how to spin fire 
every Wednesday 9:30am & Saturday 
10:00am on Venice Beach. Call Shom 
(310) 500-9375

FUN MOTIVATING TUTOR
Spanish, English, History, 

Essay Writing, 
SAT & AP Test Preparation. 

Patrick (818) 512-2935

REASONABLY PRICED computer 
classes. Open enrollment. Venice 
Skills Center (310) 392-4153
RIDING LESSONS

Call JD Gath
(310) 871-1631

Only minutes from Santa Monica

Riding Lessons
Beginner to Intermediate
Western: Arena & Trails

Personal, one-on-one lessons

Wanted
GARAGE. NEED safe, dry, clean, asap, 
for long-term storage, N of Wilshire 
W26, (310) 573-3705 x11 or 
(310) 454-2408

SEEKING WARMTH
Retired Minnesota woman 
looking to rent a room or 
Studio apartment for the 

month of January. 
Please call 

(310) 365-1753

Wanted

WANTED: OLD INDIAN ITEMS 
Baskets, Rugs, Pots, Kachinas 

Jewelry, Bead work, 
Western Paintings 

(310) 577-8555; (310) 375-3160

For Rent
2+1 WESTSIDE/PALM @ 3562 Men-
tone Ave. Everything new in this nice 
upper 2 bedroom 1 bath w/ balcony in 
a great westside location. $1425 
(310) 466-9256

BRENTWOOD $1450/MO “charming” 
small building near Brentwood Coun-
try Club. Unfurnished 1 bedroom 
1 bath, hardwood floors, shutters, 
moldings, stove, dishwasher, bright 
and sunny. Second floor penthouse 
with no one over or under unit. Park-
ing space, one year lease. Available 
12-15-04 Contract (310) 826-7960
BRENTWOOD ADJACENT, luxury 
2bedroom 2bath, fireplace, A/C, dish-
washer, gated parking. No pets, non-
smoker $1485/mo (310) 477-6767

The BEST
RENTALS
inVENICE
ELLY NESIS CO. INC
(310) 396-4443

ellynesis.com

FOR LEASE - OCEAN TOWERS, SM. 
1bdrm 1bath. Magnificent city views. 
$2600/mo. Call Paul @ CRI 
(310) 395-2558

FOR RENT

SANTA MONICA  
$3450, 2 bed, 2 bath condo, 

approx 1500 SF, Steps to Montana 
Ave. shops & restaurants, 

stove, dishwasher, washer & dryer, 
gated entry & parking (2 spaces), 

LARGE patio, 818 6th St., 
to view call

Roque & Mark 310-828-7525

FREE RENTAL Lists & No Fee 
Rentals. Sullivan-Dituri Company. 
2111 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica, CA 
90403.

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
310-869-0468

225 Montana 3+2.5 $2375/mo 
Single + Bath $1000/mo 

Pool, laundry, parking
Coming Soon - Available 11-15

CHECK OUT OTHER 
AVAILABLE RENTALS AT:

www.howardmanagement.com

LADERA HIGHTS $625/mo Single. Car-
pets, stove, blinds, laundry, parking. 
No pets. (323) 290-1699
LARGE WEST L.A. single with balcony, 
large kitchen and lots of storage. 1 
carport parking, laundry rm, close to 
everything. 1220 S. Barrington av. 
$950. 1 year lease, no pets, No smok-
ing

MAR VISTA Large single @ 3743 
McLaughlin Ave. w/new kitchen, car-
pet and paint on upper floor. Great 
west side location, near freeway. 
1year lease no pets. $795 (310) 466-
9256

MDR ADJACENT 2+2 @ 2724 Abbot 
Kinney, gated building with gated, 
parking. Newer building with court-
yard area, quiet neighborhood. Laun-
dry & parking, 1 year lease, no pets, 
no smoking. $1550 (310) 578-9729

PALMS/BEVERLYWOOD ADJ $900/mo 
1bdrm 1bath. Appliances. No pets, 
parking 2009 Preuss Road #6. Man-
ager in #1

For Rent
MDR ADJACENT Studio @ 2724 Ab-
bot Kinney. Gated building with gated 
parking. Newer building with court-
yard area, quiet neighborhood. Laun-
dry, parking, 1 year lease, no pets. 
$995 (310) 578-9729

PACIFIC PALISADES 2-Story 
guest house in garden setting. 2 bed-
rooms, hardwood floors, French 
doors, balcony. One person only. 
Available January 1 $2100/mo. In-
cludes utilities. Call (310) 454-8150

SANTA MONICA $1100/mo 1bdrm 
1bath. W/C pet, stove, hardwood 
floors, carport parking. (310) 395-
RENT www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $1150/mo 1bdrm 
1bath. Refrigerator, stove, hardwood 
floors, laundry, private patio. 
(310) 395-RENT www.westsideren-
tals.com
SANTA MONICA $1200/mo 1bdrm 
1bath. MGM park area. No pets, re-
frigerator, stove, carpets. (310) 395-
RENT www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $1200/mo Condo 
1bdrm 1bath. Cat OK, refrigerator, 
stove, hardwood floors, pool. 
(310) 395-RENT www.westsideren-
tals.com
SANTA MONICA $1225/mo 1bdrm 
1bath. No pets, refrigerator, stove, 
carpets, close to shopping. (310) 395-
RENT www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $1295/mo 1bdrm 
1bath. No pets, refrigerator, stove, 
hardwood floors, laundry, patio, 
(310) 395-RENT www.westsideren-
tals.com
SANTA MONICA $1395-$2095/mo. 
Excellent location. Arizona & Euclid. 3 
large apartments. Lower 1bdrm 1bath 
+den $1395/mo. Upper 2bdrm 1bath 
$1795/mo. Upper front 3bdrm 2bath  
$2095/mo. Flex leases. Pets negotia-
ble. 1318 Euclid. (310) 395-1495. 
Open house 10am-2pm Saturday & 
Sunday
SANTA MONICA $750/mo Studio 
1bath. 3blocks to beach. No pets, re-
frigerator, carpets, utilities. (310) 395-
RENT www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $895 Studio 1bath. 
All utilities paid by owner and parking 
included. Newly remodeled, new car-
pets, fresh paint, pets negotiable. 818 
Cedar Street #8. Open 8am-7pm dai-
ly. Call Alex (310) 403-8882

SANTA MONICA $895/mo Studio 
1bath. No pets, refrigerator, carpets, 
yard, small garden. (3100 395-RENT 
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $920/mo bachelor 
1bath. No pets, refrigerator, new car-
pets, large closets, laundry. 
(310) 395-RENT www.westsideren-
tals.com
SANTA MONICA $925/mo 1bdrm 
1bath. Appliances, no pets, parking, 
utilities paid. 2535 Kansas Ave. #200. 
Manager in #101
SANTA MONICA $950/mo Studio 
1bath. No pets, carpets, laundry, 
street parking. (310) 395-RENT 
www.westsiderentals.com
SM $1,295 1bdrm above garage. 
Small, bright, charming, big deck, 
hardwood, tile. 835 1/2 Cedar 
(818) 501-4100
VENICE $795/MO unfurnished bache-
lor. Steps to Venice beach! Dorm style 
living. Free parking space, common 
area restrooms & showers, on site 
laundry, no pets, Owner sponsored 
barbecue twice a month. Close to ev-
erything, bus service to many cam-
puses. Lease & security deposit re-
quired. Contact Edward Romero 
(310) 399-1166 or 
sunnibill@juno.com

VENICE BOARDWALK-FRONT singles 
@ 2 Breeze Ave. Renovated 4-story 
brick building w/ lots of charm, full 

kitchens & bathrooms, exposed brick. 
Laundry, water, and gas heat paid. 
1year lease, no pets, no smoking. 
$895 (310) 401-2583

VENICE VERY nice, sunny studio @ 30 
Horizon Ave. 1/2 block from beach, 
large closet. 1 year lease, no pets, no 
smoking. (310) 466-9256. $925
VENICE: ADORABLE bungalow @ 671 
Broadway. This little cottage has tons 
of charm and light. Repainted 
inside/out. Cottage refinished recent-
ly. 1 year lease. No pets, no smoking. 
(310) 466-9256. Only $1095!

WESTCHESTER 2+1 $1300/mo 6707 
W. 86th Place. Stove, microwave, 
dishwasher, carpets, blinds, laundry, 
gated parking. No pets (310) 578-
7512
WLA $1400/MO 2bdrm 1bath upper. 
Parking, new stove, balcony, large 
closets, no pets. Available 12-1 
(310) 991-2694

Houses For Rent
CULVER CITY house 2bdrm/2bath. 
Newly painted, hardwood floors, big 
yard with swimming pool. $2350 
(310) 721-7159

Roommates
MAR VISTA: 2room live-in office suite. 
500sqft total w/seperate entrance. At-
tached to quiet 1family residence. 1/2 
bath, share kitchen, easy street park-
ing, 5 minutes to 405 & 10 freeways 
$750/mo (310) 397-4553

Commercial Lease
DOWNTOWN SANTA MONICA Seper-
ate Private Office A/C, Approx. 280 
sq/ft, Windows 310-394-3645
OFFICE FOR lease $1600sqft. Private 
restroom w/ shower. Underground 
parking 2nd floor. 11949 Jefferson 
Blvd. Suite 103. Open house week-

ends. Call Mercedes (310) 827-3873

Office for Lease
1,600 Sq. Ft.

✰Private Restroom w/Shower
✰Underground parking 2nd floor

11949 Jefferson Blvd
Suite 103

Open House Weekends
Call Mercedes

(310) 827-3873

CULVER CITY/LOS Angeles Adj: Office 
space $1000-$1200/mo. 2/3 rooms 
w/kitchen 1bath. 10307 Washington 
Blvd., Suites #A&#B. Contact: 
(310) 541-3144 or (310) 780-3354. 
Office space open for viewing daily 
9am-6pm.

DOWNTOWN SANTA Monica 13X15 
office plus secretarial. 
Alan (310) 394-2344
NAI CAPITAL Commercial
(310)440-8500

Christina S. Porter
Vice President

310-440-8500 x.104

Flex Space for Lease
1610 Colorado Ave. SM

Approximately 8,800 SF divisible to
4,400. / .75¢ psf, nnn

(310) 806-6104

SANTA MONICA 1334 Lincoln Blvd. 
750 sqft $1500/mo Includes utilities, 
private patio & parking   D. Keasbey  
(310) 477-3192
SANTA MONICA 1452 2nd Street. Very 
charming building, small offices. Be-
tween $700/mo & $2100/mo. In-
cludes utilities & cleaning. (310) 614-
6462

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

Your ad could run here!
✆ Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737
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EVER WONDER

Ever wonder?
About the people in your old family photos?

(310) 387-4650  familytreelines@aol.com

TOYOTA TUNDRA

Tundra 2005

V6-245 HP/5000 Towing Capacity
Long Bed 17/22 MPG/AUTO/AC
VIN# 5S47A048  Stock# 5770020

All “New” 2005 Tacomas Here Now
CALL MGR DIRECT MICHAEL OR MARK

1 (888) 203-8029

*After $1,000 Rebate, on approved credit 700+Fica Score
+ plus tax, lic, and doc

801 Santa Monica Blvd.
on the corner of Lincoln

*$15,995

Or Lease for $194 per Mo*
48 Months, $1,000 total to start.

COMPUTER COWBOY On site computer support with just
one call — 100% satisfaction

guaranteed. Repairs, networking, 
web design, virus removal and more

Call the Computer Cowboy
(310) 979-6401

Genealogy
LET US trace your family tree! Profes-
sional services, reasonable rates. A 
great gift. Call (310) 387-4650.

Culinary
CHOICE CHEFS

Until she cooks like
your mother, you have us.

310.458.2891
choicechefs.com

Gift Certificates Available
Cooking Lessons or meal

preparations done in your own
home by our private chefs

Services
1 FREE ? 
By phone. 

Psychic, palm and Tarot reader. 
Can help w/ love, marriage & career. 

Guaranteed results. Call Dorothy 
(323) 938-4533

1 Free? By Phone.
Psychic, palm and Tarot reader.

Can help w/love, marriage & career.

Guaranteed Results!

CALLDOROTHY (323) 938-4533

BEST MOVERSBEST MOVERS
No job too small

2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ.

Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193  (310) 300-9194

HOME THEATER AND MUSIC:
system design, installation and trou-
bleshooting. 16 years experience with 
audio/video systems, satellite, cable, 
telephone and computer networks. 
(310)450-6540.

A.C. CONSTRUCTION com-
mercial & residential remodel. 
Honest and Reliable. Free esti-
mates. Call (310)278-5380. 
Fax: (310)271-4790. Lic# 
801884 Fully insured.

A/C CONSTRUCTION
Beverly Hills/Beverlywood

General Contractor
Residential Remodel &

Home Improvement
Honest • Reliable

FREE ESTIMATES
— Sabbath Observed—

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

CHEAP CABINETS
ALL WOOD

Oak, birch, maple
Average kitchen, $1,400.

(310) 930-7391/Mike

CHEAP CABINETS
ALL WOOD

OAK, BIRCH, MAPLE.
AVERAGE KITCHEN, $1,400

(310) 930-7391 / MIKE

2: FRONT Door

1840 14TH ST. SANTA MONICA (310) 393-9393
Open M-F: 8AM-5PM

PET FOOD AS CLOSE
YOUR FRONT DO0R

LOWEST PRICEANYWHERE!

WHEN YOU Get Ready To Fix 
Up, Call Us!Ned Parker Con-
struction Painting, Carpentry, 
Roofing, Concrete, Electrical
Bonded And Insured Lic # 
658986 323)871-8869

When You Get Ready to Fix Up, Call Us!

NED PARKER 
CONSTRUCTION

Bonded & Insured • Lic#658-486
PAINTING • CARPENTRY • ROOFING

CONCRETE • ELECTRICAL

323.871.8869

Services
DON’S CUTTING Edge

INTRODUCING

Jean
our new stylist

$17
HAIRCUTS

w/mention of this ad

2918 Santa Monica Blvd. Santa Monica
Tues-Fri: 9-6pm Sat: 8-5pm

Call for an appointment 310.828.6986
Appointments not required.

SMOKING

Life is short —
Why make it shorter

STILL 
SMOKING?

Certified
Hypnotherapist

John J. McGrail, C.Ht.

(310) 235-2882

MERRY MAIDS

BONDED AND INSURED

CLEANING AMERICAN
HOMES SINCE 1979

(310) 656-6243

GET ORGANIZED!
for filing system set-ups, 

unpacking from a major move,
uncluttering closets and 
other home/office paper

management problems, etc.

HIRE A PROFESSIONAL
ORGANIZER!

Call Christine Cohen:
(310) 274-4988

Member: National Association of
Professional Organizers

GET ORGANIZED!
for filing system set-ups,

unpacking from a major move,
uncluttering closets and 
other home/office paper 

management problems, etc.

HIRE A PROFESSIONAL 
ORGANIZER!

Call Christine Cohen:
310-274-4988

Member: National Association of Professional Organizers

PAINTING/WALLPAPER
PAINTING, Wallpaper Removal & In-
stallation, Wall Texturing, Free Esti-
mates! Glenn’s Wall Service  310-
686-8505

Services
GRANITE COUNTERTOPS travertine 
from $2.49/sq ft. up to 50% less than 
home depot!!! eskandaristone.com
(310) 945-5799

GRANITE COUNTERTOPS
TRAVERTINE FROM $2.49/SQFT

UP TO 50% LESS
THAN HOME DEPOT!!!!

ESKANDARISTONE.COM (310) 945-5799

“JENNY CAN CLEAN-IT”
fast, reliable. We take care of your 
cleaning, own transportation. $40 
(818)705-0297.
NON-TOXIC CLEANING, I do it myself! 
20yrs experience. Excellent referen-
ces. Karen (310) 453-1961

NOTICE TO
READERS:

California  law requires that 
contractors taking jobs that
total $500 or more (labor or 

materials) be licensed by the 
Contractors State License 

Board. State law also requires 
that contractors include their

license number on all 
advertising. You can check the 

status of your licensed 
contractor at www.cslb.ca.gov 
or 800-321-CSLB. Unlicensed 

contractors taking jobs that
total less than $500 must state

in their advertisements that 
they are not licensed by the 
Contractors State License 

Board.

ONE HOUR Alterations, 
hemming, jeans, pants, skirts, etc. 
Made by professional Call
Michael (310) 980-2674 

PAINTING - Interior/Exterior
-Wallpaper Removal    -Stucco Repair

-Drywall repair     -Water Damage

Specializes in offices and restaurants
(310) 502-1168
Fortino Matias

Free Estimates

Wallpaper Removal • Stucco Repair
Drywall Repair • Water Damage
SPECIALIZES IN OFFICES AND RESTAURANTS

(310) 502-1168
Fortino Matias
FREE ESTIMATES

PAINTING - Interior/Exterior

PAINTING TOP QUALITY  A&A 
custom,Interior And Exterior . Free 
Quote. Jeff Arrieta (310)560-9864.

WESTSIDE GUYS
Full Service Handymen

(310) 266-6346
WESTSIDE GUYS
Full Service Handymen

CARPENTRY, ELEC., PAINT, ETC...
TERMITE AND DRY ROT REPAIR

BOB 35/HR (310) 266-6348
CALEB 25/HR (310) 409-3244

Computer Services
SUNRISE COMPUTERS

Sunrise
COMPUTERS

• Installs 
• Repairs 
• Backups 
• Training 
• Networking

On-Site/Phone Support

(310) 979-5529 
COMPUTER HELP: Your Office or 
Home. Computer Tune-Up. Microsoft 
Word, Excel, Powerpoint, Quickbooks 
POS. Internet Navigation. Software In-
stallation. Virus removal. (310) 207-
3366 (310) 801-6845

Attorney Services
TRAVELING NOTARY
Traveling Notary

We go where you are.
Law offices, Banks, Lenders, Escrow,

Hospitals and General Business

QUICK AND COURTEOUS SERVICE
Call S. Park (213) 361-9643

PPrroommoottee  yyoouurr    bbuussiinneessss  iinn  tthhee  SSaannttaa  MMoonniiccaa Commercial Lease
SANTA MONICA Creative office space 
2812 Santa Monica Blvd. 385sq/ft to 
4750sqft. Par commercial (310) 395-
2663 ext101.

VENICE BEACH commercial space at 
1301 Main St. great floor plans, pri-
vate patio, lot parking available. Start-
ing at $1450. One  year lease. 
(310) 466-9256

WAREHOUSE SPACE 1300sq/ft 
Includes 1 office and bathroom; 
Lease for 6-24/mo @$2300/mo 
Includes roll-up door+4 parking 

spaces. Located in S.M.
Colorado & Yale.

Quiet, safe & accessible.
Tom (310) 612-0840

Real Estate
BRAND NEW RETAIL LOFT - El Se-
gundo -  Live/work in the heart of 
town. Approx. 2900 sq. ft. unit. Roof-
top deck, stonework throughout. 
$899,000 El Segundo – 135 Standard 
-  Two contiguous corner lots approx. 
7,000 sq.ft. build up to 4,100 sq. ft. 
Perfect for office building or small 
business. $699,000 (310) 396-1947
BULLDOG REALTYBULLDOG REALTORS

1501 Main Street, suite 106 Venice, CA 90291
ince@bulldogrealtors.com

Are you
ready to

Buy or Sell?
LORI DAVETTE INCE
(310) 380-0830
CELL: (310) 503-3482

CLSS - D: Home Down the 

Find out what the home down the

street sold for! Free computerized

list of area home sales and current

listings. Free recorded message.

1-888-465-4534
ID# 1041 www.matillarealty.com

Home Sellers

EL SEGUNDO – 135 Standard contig-
uous corner lots. Approx. 7,000 sq. ft. 
Build up to 4,100 sq. ft. Perfect for of-
fice building or small business. 
$699,000 (310) 864-9034
EL SEGUNDO - 6 Unit building, two-
bed, 1ba each. 8 garages, income 
$102,000. Completely remodeled with 
custom finishes. All tenant occupied. 
$1,399,000 (310) 396-1947
EL SEGUNDO - Coming soon. New 
construction. 1,400sqft retail and 
2bdrm 2bath Loft. 1,800sqft total. 
300sqft roof top Call Matt (310) 864-
9034
HERMOSA BEACH Shopping Center 
Anchored by a major restaurant. Cen-
ter includes medical group, salon, Pi-
lates studio, boutique, office suites. 
6% cap rate $7,050,000 (310) 396-
1947

HERMOSA BEACH Shopping Center 
Anchored by a major restaurant. Cen-
ter includes medical group, salon, Pi-
lates studio, boutique, office suites. 
6% cap rate $7,050,000 (310) 396-
1947

INVESTMENT PROPERTIES 0-10% 
down. Many to choose from. Call for 
locations and prices. Rob (800) 871-

Real Estate
5114 Agent

MANHATTAN BEACH – New Listing 
24,000 square feet of land, prime lo-
cation, signalized corner. Fantastic 
opportunity! Just reduced! 
$2,125,000 Anthony’s Restaurant - El 
Segundo City Landmark comes with 
land, improvements, and business. 22 
year lease left on parking lot and pa-
tio. $2,000 per month with no in-
creases Gross business. $575,000 
annually. $1,099,000 (310) 396-1947

MANHATTAN BEACH – New Listing 
24,000 square feet of land, prime lo-
cation, signalized corner. Fantastic 
opportunity! Just reduced! 
$2,125,000 Anthony’s Restaurant - El 
Segundo City Landmark comes with 
land, improvements, and business. 22 
year lease left on parking lot and pa-
tio. $2,000 per month with no in-
creases Gross business. $575,000 
annually. $1,099,000 (310) 396-1947

MANHATTAN BEACH Prime N. Sepul-
veda 5,500 square feet of office 
space, 42 parking spaces, liquor store 
& gym. Approx 5 Acre Lot Just re-
duced! $2,450,000 (310)396-1947
MANHATTAN BEACH Prime N. Sepul-
veda 5,500 square feet of office 
space, 42 parking spaces, liquor store 
& gym. Approx 5 Acre Lot Just re-
duced! $2,450,000 (310)396-1947
PLAYA DEL REY – Beach Port – 8500 
Falmouth #3316. One bed, One bath, 
plus loft. Overlooking gardens, sun-
sets on the deck,limestone and black 
granite floor. High vaulted ceilings. 
Walk to the beach and shopping. 
Open sunday 1-4pm. (310) 864-9034

PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT

RENTALS  AVAILABLE

NO PETS ALLOWED

SANTA MONICA

847 6th St. $1225
Lower 1 bed, new carpet,
parking, steps to Montana

117 Strand     $1450
Upper 1 bed, new carpet &

kitchen linoleum, walk to
beach

WEST LA
BRENTWOOD

1610 Barry, WLA, $1150
Bright, front upper 1 bed,

remodeled: new carpet, stove
& more!

649 Barrington, BW     $1200
Lower 1 bed, hardwood

floors, dishwasher, near San
Vicente

1518 Centinela, WLA     $2100
Brand new townhouse style

apts., 2 bed, 2 1/2 baths,
washer & dryer, granite coun-

ters, private sundecks

12254 Montana, BW, $2750
Townhouse, 2 bed, 2 12 bath,
hardwood floors, gated entry

& park

SALES • RENTALS 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

FOR MORE LISTINGS GO TO
WWW.ROQUE-MARK.COM

ROQUE &
MARK Co.

2802 Santa Monica Blvd.

310-828-7525

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737
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Storage Space
Montana, Genie, easy access, 
$225/mo (310) 451-5260 or 
(310) 749-6412 cell

Massage
5’2” HOURGLASS Figure offers
full-body sensual massage. Very pri-
vate, very discreet, 6am-9pm. 
Incall/Outcall special rate between 
6am-9pm, Rachel
(310) 339-6709

A RELAXING MASSAGE, tailored to 
you by certified athletic male. 
Out calls, special rate $49 between 
9am-3pm, M-F (310) 894-2443

Long Lasting Relief
from muscle tightness and pain. 

Located downtown S.M. 
(310) 930-5884 www.nydoo.com

Massage
BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal your 
body, mind, spirit.  Therapeutic, 
Swedish, Deep-tissue. Energy balanc-
ing. Strictly non-sexual. Introductory 
specials from $50.00/1hr. Lynda, 
L.M.T. (310) 749-0621

FULL BODY Swedish to light fingertip 
massage by classy European thera-
pist. Serious callers only. (310) 826-
7271.
EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong and ten-
der relaxing bodywork by mature Eu-
ropean. Professional Lady Sonja 
(310) 397-0433.
“GIVE YOURSELF a gift of touch” An-
gela (310) 430-5504

LOOKING FOR Therapist to trade non-
sexual Swedish bodywork near the 
Promenade, Paul (310) 741-1901

Massage
REVITALIZE & Rejuvenate. A -1 Vaca-
tion. Body, Mind & Spirit with a full-
body exquisite Swedish/Deep-tissue 
massage. Lora (310) 394-2923 
(310) 569-0883.

SHIATSU FAN? Try Gina’s signature 
massage. Tailor-made just for your 
body’s needs. Cell: 626.437.4721
STRONG & NURTURING MASSAGE by 
Fitness Trainer. $40/hr. No time limit. 
Paul  (310) 741-1901.
THAI YOGA massage by Thai woman 
in West LA. pnthaiyogamassage.com 
(310) 645-2702
THERAPEUTIC RELAXING massage. 
Swedish, Thai, and Deep Tissue. Call 
Cynthia (310) 397-0199

Business Opps
SAVE HOMEOWNERS from foreclo-
sure. Multi-million dollar market. Start 
making money now! No experience 
necessary. (323) 467-3399

Yard Sales

2 FAMILY Garage Sale!
Corner of 14th & California.

children and maternity wear,
womans clothing size 4/8/10,

bed frames, and more!

HOLIDAY BOUTIQUE/ Garage sale Sat-
urday 12-4-04 8am. 2818 Broadway.

SHORES MULTI-FAMILY yard sale. 
Saturday, Dec.4 8am-2pm. Antiques, 
etc. 2800 Neilson walk way at Ash-
land

Health/Beauty
DR. LUCAS
Chiropractic &
Accupuncture

Victoria D. Lucas
D.C., LAc. QME

Vita Wellness
MAXIMUM FAMILY CARE IN ONE LOCATION

310-449-1222
2222 Santa Monica Blvd.• Ste. 203 • Santa Monica, CA 90404

EXCELLENT WEIGHT loss and skin 
products. Great business opportunity. 
Herbalife Independent distributor, per-
sonalized to you. (310) 920-1103

Health/Beauty

MEDICAL MARIJUANA
REFERRALS

Doctor Referrals. 
Dispensary locations. 
Call us. We can help. 
Green Medicine Group 

(323) 243-8158
www.greenmedicalgroup.org

Fitness
DECAF FOR the soul

Decaf for the Body & Soul
Cool out after work with Yoga
Relax and work out those kinks after your work day

(and miss the rush hour traffic)
Tuesday Evenings  6:00-7:15pm
First class is free Please call to reserve your space.

Tricia Schaumann SM Center Healing Arts
7TH & Arizona (310) 612-3239

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737

warren@prusd.com • www.sandiegohomesdowntown.com

2 bed 2 bath + den  1,680  sqrft   ocean views! ......$750,000
2 bed 2 bath 1,221 sqft Ocean Views!!...............$550,000
2 bed 2 bath 1,700 sqft Prime water view location..........$1,265,000
2 bed 2 bath + den Penthouse level. Water Views!!!  ..........$1,425,000

Chris Warren
(619) 818-1666

Discover Opportunity...
Just two hours away, Downtown San Diego is booming. 

Minutes to dozens of world class golf courses, parks and the historic Gaslamp
District...and the best ocean views in Southern California!
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EVERYTHING MUST GO

Liquidation Sale
Drastic Price Reductions...Up To 75%

spinet, console, baby grands, large grands

& digital pianos

Nothing WWill BBe HHeld BBack !

PIANO FACTORY OUTLET
13347 Washington Blvd., Culver City

For Information or a private appointment

(310) 301-6600

Closing Our Doors FOREVER!

VISA, M/C, AMEX, DISC, Financing O.A.C.

Up To

75%

Off

Lost

Our LL
ease

!

W
e MM

ust

M
OVE  !!

At This Location Only ! Moving Must Vacate The Premises ASAP !

Taking “Spot”to Grandma’s 
during the holidays?

Self-Service Dog Washing

2901 Ocean Park Blvd., Ste 118 Santa Monica
(entrance on 30th Street)

Sunday-Tuesday: 10:00AM to 7:00PM
Friday: 10:00AM - 7:00PM
Saturday: 8:30AM - 7:00PM

Toys, treats & 
accessories for that
perfect gift

Massage by 
appointment

STATE OF THE ART
TUBS WITH RAMPS

DRYERS, TOWELS & 
A VARIETY OF SHAMPOOS

EAR & DENTAL WIPES INCLUDED

KEEPS  YOUR
OWN BATHROOM CLEAN

STATE OF THE ART
TUBS WITH RAMPS

DRYERS, TOWELS & 
A VARIETY OF SHAMPOOS

EAR & DENTAL WIPES INCLUDED

KEEPS  YOUR
OWN BATHROOM CLEAN

Taking “Spot”to Grandma’s 
during the holidays?

Self-Service Dog Washing

Featuring

www.bark-williams.com

Toll Free: (866)333-BARK

Everybody
wears 
Lucky Pup
Designs! 

GIFT CERTIFICATES
AVAILABLE!

By The Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Luciano Pavarotti, long a giant in the
opera world, has signed a contract for a 40-date world-
wide farewell tour. 

Pavarotti, whose tenor voice has filled opera halls for
more than four decades, will perform in countries
throughout North and South America, Europe, Asia,
New Zealand and Australia. 

“This tour will be very emotional,” the singer said in
a statement to be released Thursday. “I am looking for-
ward to traveling around the world, meeting many of my
colleagues and friends I have made throughout my
career, and performing for audiences for the last time.” 

The concerts will be produced by British producer
Harvey Goldsmith. Dates are yet to be announced.
Earlier this year, Pavarotti gave his final operatic per-
formance at the Metropolitan Opera House in New
York. 

Pavarotti, who recently turned 69, has sold over 100
million albums in his career and has done much to pop-
ularize classical music and opera, including a tour with
Placido Domingo and Jose Carreras as “The Three
Tenors” and concerts in New York’s Central Park and at
the Eiffel Tower in Paris. 

LONDON — Apple Computer Inc. has settled a dispute
that was keeping the charity single “Do They Know It’s
Christmas?” off its iTunes music store in Britain. 

The song, released Monday, hadn’t been available as
a download from iTunes, reportedly because Apple
declined to sell the song for more than the service’s
$1.52 base price. 

Rivals including HMV and Napster are selling the

song for $2.86, the price requested by the Band Aid
Trust. 

Apple said Wednesday it would sell the single for
$1.52 and donate the difference to the Band Aid famine-
relief charity. It quickly became the best-selling iTunes
download in Britain. 

Apple’s decision sparked criticism from its competi-
tors. Napster said it was “disappointed they’ve chosen
to use the biggest charity event of the year to undercut
every other music retailer in the U.K.” 

The original Band Aid single, released in 1984,
raised millions of dollars for victims of starvation in
Ethiopia. It featured artists including Boy George,
Duran Duran and Phil Collins. 

The new single, which was released Monday, fea-
tures artists including Dido, Coldplay’s Chris Martin,
Paul McCartney, U2’s Bono and members of The
Darkness. It will raise money for victims of strife in
Sudan, where fighting has killed thousands of people
and forced 1.8 million people to flee their homes. 

MILAN, Italy — Giorgio Armani is upping the fashion
stakes, taking on his French rivals with the launch of his
first haute couture show in Paris next month. 

The Giorgio Armani Atelier collection will be pre-
sented as an off-calendar show for 300 guests on Jan.
24, during the Paris Haute Couture fashion week, the
Milan fashion house announced Wednesday. 

The house said the “luxury to order” collection will
focus on eveningwear “produced according to the stan-
dards of haute couture but with the accessibility, ease
and modernity” that characterize Armani. 

The ready-to-wear designer is stepping into the more
expensive couture business at a time when luxury high

fashion collections seem to have a shrinking market. 
The July program of haute couture in Paris was down

to 16 houses, compared with 26 that showed in the cou-
ture season five years ago. 

Several other Italian designers have shown haute
couture in Paris. Valentino has been there for years,
Gianfranco Ferre tried Paris but gave it up, and
Donatella Versace opted for a smaller, less costly show
in Paris last January. 

Armani is known for the well-tailored look, although
he’s been expanding into evening clothes in recent col-
lections. 

A small number of the dresses that will show in Paris
were previewed in Armani’s spring-summer 2005 fash-
ion show, held in Milan in September. 

After Paris, the collection will be presented in cities
including New York, Los Angeles and Hong Kong, the
fashion house said. 

VIENNA, Austria — John Malkovich will play the lead
in a movie about the life of Austrian artist Gustav Klimt. 

The movie, titled “Klimt,” will depict the life of the
famous art nouveau painter whose masterpieces include
“The Kiss.” Shooting will begin Jan. 4 in Vienna, the
film’s leading producer, epo-film, said Thursday. 

Producers from London, Paris and Munich,
Germany, are also involved in making the film, which is
expected to premiere in May 2005. 

“I see this film as a waltz,” said screenwriter-director
Raoul Ruiz in the statement. 

Malkovich eagerly agreed to play Klimt, said
Susanne Biro, an epo-film official. 

“He was our first choice,” she said. “He physically
resembles Klimt and he is a good friend of Ruiz.” 

Pavarotti bids a long farewell; 40 shows worth


