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Stopped for the Holidays

SMPD is out to get drunk
drivers

BY ANDREW H. FIXMER
Special to The Daily Press

Surprises are literally everywhere this holiday
season, as the Santa Monica Police Department
plans to conduct a series of random sobriety
checkpoints throughout the city.

The first of four screenings scheduled for
December was held Friday night, stopping 606
motorists traveling east-bound on the 600 block
of Santa Monica Boulevard between the hours of
7 pm and midnight.

Fifteen SMPD officers formed a line along the
boulevard’s divider and checked five to six cars
at a time. Motorcycle-mounted police were post-
ed at the intersection to chase down any motorists
that made traffic violations trying to avoid the
checkpoint.

By the end of the night, two individuals were
arrested — one for driving under the influence
and the other for giving false information to a
police officer.

While the primary objective was locating driv-
ers under the influence, police were also looking
for expired licenses and those driving without
permits entirely.

“In California the outcome isn’t necessarily
more arrests of drunk drivers. The last time we
did this, we only arrested three or four DUI’s,”

said Lt. Frank Fabrega, the SMPD Public
Information Officer. “It’s mostly about general
education for the public.”

As cars were stopped, licenses were checked,
and drivers were given a bag containing pam-
phlets and a key chain from the Los Angeles
chapter of Mothers Against Drunk Driving —
who were on hand for the check point.

“MADD works a lot with law enforcement.
We offer a hand to what they do on the street,”
said Tina Pasco, Executive Director of MADD
LA. “We try to fit in with what law enforcement
is doing because both our missions are to combat
underage drinking and DUL”

Pasco said that California, and especially Los
Angeles County, has a high rate of drunk driving
accidents compared to the national average. Last
year 749 people were killed in alcohol related
crashes in LA county — three in Santa Monica.

According to MADD, the incidence of drunk
driving is increasing locally. Fatalities in 2000
increased by 65 deaths — almost ten percent —
from the previous year. Meanwhile, the group
reports that DUI arrests in California are down
over three percent during the same time period.

“Population is increasing, there are more new
drivers on the road, and law enforcement
resources are more strained than ever,” said
Pasco. “People feel these days like they don’t
have to be as cautious. Checkpoints like this
show them if you make a bad decision, there are
departments out there — like Santa Monica —
that are more than willing to take you off the
street to make us all safe.”

Andrew H. lemer/SpemaI to Daily Press
A Santa Monica officer stops a motorist on the eastbound
600 block of Santa Monica Boulevard at a sobriety check-

point. Between the hours of 7 pm and midnight, SMPD
stopped 606 vehicles. Three more random screenings are
scheduled for December.

Would-be Playmate loses case against Playboy

Hopeful's lawsuit touched off by
missing photos

BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

She’s a Playboy centerfold-in-waiting — a 48-year-
old woman wrapped in the body of a 21-year-old. But
when Zipora Kochman wasn’t selected after a photo test,
she sued Santa Monica-based Playboy Studio West,
claiming she was improperly touched by the photogra-
pher.

But the $5,000 suit failed when she didn’t produce any
medical evidence to support her claim of emotional dis-
tress. The aftermath has left Playboy and a judge believ-
ing the case was more about sour grapes than a sour
touch, and has left Kochman vaguely fearful of retribu-
tion.

At law, Kochman, of Los Angeles, couldn’t sue for
being rejected, although she was clearly miffed. But to
even get to first base in her case claiming sexual harass-
ment and discrimination, she would need to prove dam-
ages. Pro-tem judge Gerald Yoshida ruled in small claims
court recently that she had failed to meet the burden of

proof. The amount — $5,000 — is the maximum for a
small claims action.

Kochman auditioned at Playboy Studio West in
September of 2000. Playboy took several Polaroid pic-
tures of Kochman, as well as several other women. The
photo shoot was done each Thursday as part of a routine
recruiting effort, said Playboy attorney Alexander Rufus-
Issacs. Playboy destroys the photographs of the woman
who are not selected at the end of the year, although it
keeps applicants’ bios on file, he said.

“At that point, she is not selected to go any further,”

Rufus-Issacs said. “So far as Playboy is concerned, it’s
the end of the matter.”

But Kochman said she became increasingly concerned
several months later about the Polaroids taken of her. She
had watched a television documentary that showed how
fly-by-night operators obtain photographs of women and
use them improperly on the Internet and in adult maga-
zines.

She also claimed the Playboy photographer “put me

See PLAYBOY, page 3

Husband for rent in Santa Monica

For Rent: Good man with no
problems ... if price is right

BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

Larry Hoffing wants a lot of wives with no strings
attached. And he’s put together a marketing campaign to
make sure he gets them.

Hoffing is available to cook, clean, shop and do what-
ever husbandly chores his so-called wives want him to
do. But like all husbands, Hoffing comes at a price —
$25 an hour.

Hoffing been advertising to lease himself out, believ-
ing there’s a market for women who need — well — a
husband, but don’t want the headaches and commitment
that come with them.

“I think a lot of women need someone to do the

See HUSBAND, page 3
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HOROSCOPES

Taurus: Think success! Take command!

JACQUELINE BIGAR'S STARS

The stars show the kind of day you'll have:
* % % % x-Dynamic * % % % -Positive

ARIES (March 21-April 19)

* % You feel like you are a rag doll with kids tugging
on your limbs and arms. Look at it this way: Everyone
wants you. Popularity has its problems.
Misunderstandings develop out of nowhere. Adjust
plans accordingly. Tonight: Find a hot tub to soak away
the stress!

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

* % % * You speak your mind, especially about a
financial matter, but no one hears you! Others are in
such a tizzy, notifying someone of a financial problem
could be close to impossible. For now, you're on your
own. Think success. Take command. Tonight: Swap
war stories with a friend.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

* % Your money matters assume the highest priority.
Yet you easily become distracted by others' uproar.
Close down and no longer be a conduit for others. In
fact, you might be amused by reactions you get when
you say "no" to lengthy discussions. Tonight:
Rebalance the checkbook.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)

* % % % Hold on tight. Though the moon highlights
you, problems ensue regarding work and energy lev-
els. Know that you're not the only one, others are in a
tizzy as well. Review recent information. Don't lose
hope that you'll find the key to a problem. Tonight:
Whatever appeals to your fancy.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

* % Step back before you get into the middle of a dif-
ficult and touchy situation. You can understand some-
one's point of view. You wonder what will be the most
efficient thing to do in this unpredictable situation. Say
as little as possible, and you are a winner. Tonight:
Vanish while you can.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

* % Sit back and make solid choices. Others might
have an odd way of pressuring you. Review a decision
carefully, knowing that people are only stating the
facts that count to them. You cannot win for losing.
Stay neutral in a situation that seems volatile. Tonight:
Join your pals.

* % % -Average

* % -So-so *-Difficult

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

* % % % You're in the limelight. Think in terms of pro-
fessional gains. Misunderstandings plague the best laid
plans. Communication goes on overload. Keep your
long-term goals, even if it means pulling out of a situ-
ation. Tonight: Do your thing.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

* % % Detach when everyone else seems to trigger. Be
helpful and supportive by not participating in the pres-
ent uproar. Others' nerves get fried. Think in terms of
gaining clarity out of the present chaos. The misunder-
standing and touchy associates need to placate you
first. Tonight: Put on your headphones and listen to
music.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

* % % Deal with others on a one-on-one basis for the
time being. Someone could be sensitive and difficult,
to say the least. In fact, many on your path today are
out of sorts. Shrug it off. The lighter you are, the less
fallout later. This too shall pass. Remain optimistic.
Tonight: Swap war stories.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

* % Others seem highly agitated. In turn, you could
feel pressured. Work provides more tension if you don't
follow through on details. Don't let the present chaos
affect the hard-working Goat. Focus and you'll get
more done than many. Schedule a checkup. Tonight:
Go to sleep knowing that all will get better soon!

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

* % % If you get in between friends and lovers, you
might be very sorry. You'll have your hands full just
trying to stay out of the present hullabaloo. Don't try to
convince anyone of anything. Just do your thing. You'll
gain as a result. Tonight: Work late.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

* % Without intending to, everything you do causes
more tension. Though you come up with some won-
derful ideas, those around you simply do not appreci-
ate your efforts. Tension increases around your family.
You could be juggling way too much. Tonight: Cocoon.

WEATHER

Tomorrow ... Sunny High—58°F

Today ... Scatterd T-Storms with a high of 57°F. Winds from the West at 9mph.
Tonight ... Partly cloudy with a low of 43°F. Winds from the North at 7mph.

Low—40°F

d QUOTE of the DAY
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“Without deviation,
progress is not possible.”

— Frank Zappa
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LOCAL

Former lawyer looking to be a good ‘husband’

HUSBAND, from page 1

chores,” he said. “And this way, they don’t have anyone
to yell at for leaving the cap off the toothpaste.”

Hoffing, 48, has been married to Deborah Cohen for
14 years. They have four boys together and Hoffing is
the primary caregiver while Cohen goes to work each
day as a health researcher for the Rand Corporation.

She welcomes more women in Hoffing’s life.

“The more the merrier,” she said. “I would love to
lend him out.”

Hoffing said he and Deborah talked about his new
venture and she’s willing to give him up for other needy
women.

“She was somewhat surprised at first that I wanted to
do this,” he said. “But she really wants me to get a job.”

Being a house husband with four children in school,
Hoffing has a lot of time on his hands. After moving his
family here from New Orleans a few months ago,
Hoffing noticed a market ripe for husbands. He
observed that Californians have learned the art of having
other people do their errands. A good percentage of res-
idents here hire people to cook, clean, walk their dogs,
do yard work and other annoying and time-consuming
errands.

Expanding on the idea from a man who started a
handyman service on the East Coast, Hoffing plans to
take his business beyond home repair.

“I read about this guy and I got the idea that this
would be a way for me to still be close to the kids,” he
said. “My vision is rent a husband, plus.”

Not that Hoffing hasn’t gotten around. He’s worked
in the aerospace industry, and is a former attorney and
stockbroker. Now he thinks he has found his true call-
ing.

“I’m much more than a handyman. I can shop, help
with homework, walk the dog, change light bulbs, take

the trash out, do yard work, clean, do the laundry,” he

said. “I wash dishes, too.”
And he’s had extensive on-the -job training, with ref-

erences to go with it.

“My wife is really high maintenance, she’s very
assertive and very demanding,” Hoffing said. “I’ve
never met anyone that can top her.”

Hoffing will even serve as an escort if a woman needs
a date — and more. “T’ll do foot massages, but that’s
about all.”

In a place where women are high powered executives

in the entertainment and tech industries, Hoffing thinks :‘,

there are plenty of women out there that need a “hus-

“I looked forward to my wives
calling me”

— LARRY HOFFING
Rent-a-husband

band.” He says his rate, at $25 hourly, is competitive.
His market research produced dog walkers who charge
$30 an hour and handymen at $35-$65 an hour.

He’ll take calls from husbands, too. If they want
Hoffing to take over their responsibilities, he’ll be happy
to oblige. “They can be married to husbands who don’t
lift a finger,” Hoffing said.

He hopes to expand the business once the idea catch-
es on. But growth will require more husbands for the
harem.

“I looked forward to my wives calling me,” he said.

Cohen is hoping the business takes off as well.

“I hope he makes enough so we can hire someone to
do all that for us too,” she said.

Carolyn Sackariason/Daily Press
Larry Hoffing will clean up after any woman. He
wants to be to the perfect husband and just like any
relationship, it comes at a price.

Judge: Playboy suit ‘One of the stranger cases’

PLAYBOQY, from page 1

on the sofa and made me spread my legs and he was
touching me.”

She repeatedly called Playboy Studio West in an
attempt to retrieve the photos, fearful that they would end
up in the wrong hands. But they had been thrown away
and no one at the offices remembered who she was,
Playboy officials said.

“So she decided to be a little more cunning and she
makes the same appointment for auditions that she had
done in September that next August,” Rufus-Issacs
asserted. “But she’s turned down again.”

He added that Kochman’s sexual harassment and age
discrimination claims indicate she was more upset about
not being selected as a Playboy model than she was about
her missing photos. He added that Kochman agreed to the
release of the photos when she signed her bio sheet.
Sexual harassment and age discrimination claims would
cover only company employees, Rufus-Issacs said.

“Really there is no legal basis for any of her claims,”
he said. “She doesn’t appear to have suffered any damage
aside from not appearing in Playboy. People do not have
a right to appear in Playboy.”

Kochman believes she is Playboy material, insisting “I
look like a movie star and I have the body of a 21 year
old.” But, she added, “these people are so big and I’m the
little person.”

Her claim that the Playboy photographer touched her
inappropriately during the audition didn’t fly with pro-
tem judge Yoshida. Though her damages were limited to
an assertion that she felt “very uncomfortable,” Yoshida
noted that she had agreed to be photographed in that man-
ner. He agrees that the case was probably nothing more
than sour grapes for not being selected by Playboy.

“I asked her for receipts for medical bills and med-
ication as a result of the emotional distress,” he said.
“But she couldn’t provide any.”

“She felt she was a very attractive woman in spite of
her age and she felt she should have been selected,” he
said, adding she did a sort of mock pose for him during
her hour-long testimony. “But the fact of the matter

was she didn’t do anything about the photographs until

nine months later when she saw the television show.

“She didn’t prove her case well enough,” he said. “It

was one of the stranger cases I’ve seen.”
Playboy’s Rufus-Issacs said he viewed the suit as a
nuisance action.

\\\\\ Manlea

5> 2001 Town Hall Meeting

Santa Monica Disability Community
Accessibility Commiittee (DCAC)

“ The mission of the DCAC is to help improve the quality of life for people with
disabilities in Santa Monica by prioritizing issues of concern and advising the City
Council Staff on those issues, as well as recommending ways to maximize partici-

pation of people with disabilities in all facets of city life and increase awareness of
the abilities, rights and issues of people of disabilities throughout the community.”

Santa Monica Main Library Auditorium

The City’s Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
transition plan and ADA self-evaluation update

What works and what doesn’t work in the city

Place:

1343 6th Street, Santa Monica
Date: December 3, 2001
Time: 6:30pm — 8:30pm
Topics: a

O  The future of the DCAC

Q

for people with disabilities
Q

Your top priorities and concerns for people with
disabilities in Santa Monica

The Main Library Auditorium is wheelchair-accessible. An Assistive Listening Device (ALD) will be
available. To request a disability-related accommodation, call (310) 458-8701, TTY (310) 458-8696
or e-mail janet-hand@santamonica.org at least 72 hours in advance. This flyer and other meet-
ing handouts are available in alternate format upon request.
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Looking for the
Daily Press?

The Santa Monica Daily Press is a free newspaper
that is circulated throughout all six commercial
zones within the Santa Monica city limits.

Hundreds of copies can be found in
news racks at these local businesses:

Santa Monica Boulevard Locations:

* Bodies in Motion

« St. John’s Hospital
 Sunshines

* Coin Laundry

« JHOP

» Carl’s Jr.

* Chevron

* DK’s Donuts and Bakery
* Union 76

 King Liquors

o 7-11

« US Bank

e Buon Café

* Quiznos

» St. John’s Hospital
» Coogies Café

* Comfort Inn

» Shakey’s Liquor

* Stokes Fire

* Convenient Market

This is not a complete list.

You can find more copies in these areas:

* Montana Avenue Commercial Zone

¢ Wilshire Boulevard

e the Downtown Commercial Core (including Third Street Promenade)
¢ Main Street Commercial District

e Lincoln Commercial District.

Additional circulation points include:

* Major Hotels on Ocean Avenue
¢ Retail businesses on the Boardwalk and Santa Monica Pier districts
¢ Commercial zones on Pico and Ocean Park Boulevards.

If you are interested in becoming a distribution point (it’s free and gives your customers
Just one more reason to come in), please call 310-458-PRESS (7737) x 104

STATE

John Wayne Airport to
investigate tire blowouts

By the Associated Press

SANTA ANA — Officials at Orange
County’s John Wayne Airport have asked
the Federal Aviation Administration to
investigate why Delta Airlines jets have
blown tires while landing at the airport
nine times since 1998.

The rate of blowouts at John Wayne is
extremely high, aviation experts said. All
nine incidents involved Boeing MD-90s,
a mid-size jet that holds up to 150 pas-
sengers.

“Because of the apparent high rate of
tire blowouts/failure during landings at
John Wayne Airport for Delta MD-90s
compared to other aircraft, I feel that the
matter warrants review by your office,”
Airport Director Alan L. Murphy wrote
to the FAA earlier this week.

The letter was reported in the Orange
County Register on Saturday and the Los
Angeles Times on Sunday.

The latest blowout incident occurred
Nov. 24. The blowouts have caused no
injuries, but could be dangerous, experts
said. A tire blowout could cause a pilot to
lose control of the aircraft, result in a
brake fire or create other problems.

Airport spokeswoman Ann McCarley
said officials don’t know whether the
blowouts are a coincidence, or whether
something about the tarmac or the MD-
90 aircraft is causing the problem.

But pilots and aviation experts said
one likely suspect is John Wayne’s

5,700-foot commercial runway, which is
among the shortest in the nation and
causes pilots to brake harder during land-
ings.

“Pilots are a little more aggressive and
assertive when they land at (John Wayne
Airport) because you don’t have a lot of
room for error,” said Linda Pauwels, an
American Airlines pilot who serves on
the safety committee of the Allied Pilots
Association.

Faults in the MD-90 auto-brake sys-
tem could also be to blame, the Register
reported. The short runway at John
Wayne forces pilots to use the automatic
brake controller when landing, where
some don’t use it at all at other airports,
Pauwels said.

At Boeing Long Beach, which built
the MD-90s until the aircraft was discon-
tinued last year, spokesman John Thom
said that Boeing had identified a problem
with the MD-90 brakes.

Thom said Boeing had found a solu-
tion, which was offered free to MD-90
operators Jan. 5. But Thom said all air
carriers may not have installed the fix.

“We were certainly aware of this
issue. We worked it,” Thom told the
Register. “In January, we issued a service
bulletin, a software upgrade for the auto-
brake controller. (The upgrade) eliminat-
ed the problem.”

FAA officials declined comment on
how the agency would proceed.

Sierra storm shuts down
interstate, ski resorts

BY MARTIN GRIFFITH

Associated Press Writer

NO. CALIFORNIA — The latest in a
series of potent storms brought more heavy
snow and high winds Sunday to the Lake
Tahoe area, shutting down ski resorts and
the major gateway to northern California.

Interstate 80 was closed virtually all
Sunday afternoon over Donner Summit
because of white-out conditions and zero
visibility, the California Highway Patrol
reported.

The interstate remained closed Sunday
evening, with traffic being held at the
Nevada line and Baxter, Calif.

Westbound traffic on U.S. Highway 50
over Echo Summit also was being held
Sunday evening at South Lake Tahoe,
Calif., to allow authorities to deal with a
rash of accidents.

Chains were mandatory for motorists
crossing the Sierra passes.

“It’s blowing really hard and snowing
like crazy and visibility is really, really
bad,” said John Booth, vice president of
Boreal ski area atop Donner Summit.
“Right now, I can’t even see the trees just
outside my office window.”

Chains or snow tires were required on
all other highways in the Tahoe area.

No major accidents were reported.

Many stranded travelers waited out the
1-80 closure at the Gold Ranch Casino in
Verdi, just east of the state line.

“Some of them are inside watching the
Oakland Raiders game on TV,” said casino
bartender Joe Brady. “I'm sure they’d
rather be driving home, but it’s not a bad

alternative on a day like this.”

The storm dumped up to 2 1/2 feet of
snow and followed on the heels of a weak-
er system that left up to a foot of snow,
according to the National Weather Service.

Wind gusts of up to 100 mph over the
Sierra crest shut down operations Sunday
at most Tahoe ski resorts.

Some resorts, including Alpine
Meadows, Heavenly and Kirkwood, did
not even open because of the winds.
Others, including Squaw Valley USA and
Sugar Bowl, closed at noon after limited
morning operations.

Over a 24-hour period ending Sunday
morning, Kirkwood resort south of Tahoe
reported getting an inch of snow an hour
for a total of 2 feet.

The snow level dropped Sunday after-
noon to Reno and other valley floors in
northwest Nevada.

After a slow start to the ski season due
to a lack of snow, a string of storms over
the last week has brightened the outlook
for Tahoe resorts.

“We’re set for Christmas now,” Booth
said. “We have put away our snow-making
equipment for the season.

“It’s looking like a real winter now.
There are four- to five-feet-high snow-
banks along the highway.”

The snow is also good news for the
region’s water outlook after recent subpar
winter snowpacks in the Sierra.

“We definitely need it,” said weather
service forecaster Stephen Adams in Reno.
“One or two storms won’t solve the situa-
tion, but they do put us on the right track.”
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INTERNATIONAL

25 dead, 200 wounded in suicide bombings

Arafat promises to crackdown
on militants, declares state of
emergency

BY KARIN LAUB

Associated Press Writer

JERUSALEM — After a series of suicide bombings
against Israel that killed 25 people and wounded nearly
200, Yasser Arafat ordered dozens of Islamic militants
arrested and promised harsh action. But Israel was deeply
skeptical, with hard-liners calling for the removal of the
Palestinian leader.

Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon cut short his U.S.
trip to rush home after meeting with President Bush, who
denounced the bombings as “horrific acts of murder.”

Bush and other world leaders pressed Arafat to crack
down on militants. The Palestinian leader “must do
everything in his power to find those who murdered
innocent Israelis and bring them to justice,” Bush said.

Images of bodies lying on sidewalks and blood-
smeared survivors crying out in agony filled TV screens,
and Israelis had a growing sense that 14 months of
Israeli-Palestinian fighting had reached a crossroads.

“It must be understood that we are at a turning point,”
said Cabinet Minister Matan Vilnai. He did not say how
Israel would retaliate but warned the Palestinian
Authority was “endangering its existence” by not crack-
ing down on militants.

The carnage began in Jerusalem just before midnight
Saturday, when two suicide bombers set off their nail-
filled bombs on Ben Yehuda street, an area of cafes and
bars packed with young Israelis. Ten people, mostly
teens, were killed, and 150 were wounded.

At noon Sunday, another Palestinian blew himself up
in a bus in the northern port city of Haifa, sending bodies
flying and destroying the vehicle. Fifteen people were
killed and 40 injured.

The Islamic militant group Hamas claimed responsi-
bility for the bombings, in retaliation for Israel’s slaying
of a Hamas leader nine days ago. Three suicide attackers
were killed in the bombings. Hamas said its gunmen
were behind the shooting Sunday of an Israeli driver in
the Gaza Strip. Israeli soldiers killed the two gunmen in
that attack.

Near the West Bank city of Jenin, the army said troops
shot and killed four armed Palestinians. The four
approached an army position with the intention of carry-
ing out an attack, the army said.

Echoing Bush’s comments, Russia, Germany, France,
Italy, Britain and the European Union demanded Arafat
move against groups backing terrorism. Pope John Paul
II told pilgrims at the Vatican that the attacks were “sor-
rowful and worrisome” and urged prayers for peace.

Arafat promised to take harsh action against the mili-
tants and declared a state of emergency in the Palestinian
areas. Palestinian police, accompanied by journalists,
began rounding up Islamic militants.

An official, speaking on condition of anonymity, said
90 militants have been arrested, including senior Hamas
leaders Ismail Abu Shanab and Ismail Haniya. Security
chief Jibril Rajoub said those involved in the bombings
“would pay the price.”

Skeptical Israelis pointed to a string of past broken
promises. “Arafat will be judged according to his actions,
not his declarations,” said Israeli Foreign Minister
Shimon Peres.

Infrastructure Minister Avigdor Lieberman called for
expelling Arafat and sending Israeli troops into
Palestinian-controlled territory. Even some dovish politi-
cians said they no longer considered Arafat a partner for
peace.

In at least six Palestinian refugee camps in Lebanon,
gunmen fired in the air to celebrate the bombings. Some
Palestinians in the West Bank and Gaza Strip also sup-
ported the attacks, with celebratory shots fired outside
the home of one of the Haifa bombers.

But some Palestinians said they were tired of the

bloodshed. “The world should help both of us, Israelis
and Palestinians, to get out of this pool of blood,” said
Omar Jumma, 31, an engineer in Gaza City.

In a first step, the Israeli military further tightened
travel restrictions, barring Palestinians from driving on

“I saw the driver of the bus, his
face and body covered in blood. |
heard people screaming in the bus.
| will never forget it

— MANAL MASRI
Explosion witness

most West Bank roads. The Defense Ministry said the
army would take “a series of steps” and that this was “a
critical test” for the Palestinian Authority.

A U.S. envoy in the region, Anthony Zinni, denounced
the attacks as the “lowest form of inhumanity,” but said
the violence must not derail his efforts to arrange an
Israeli-Palestinian truce.

On Sunday, the bomber in Haifa — identified as
Maher Habashi, a 21-year-old plumber from the West
Bank town of Nablus — got on a crowded city bus, paid
his fare, and within seconds detonated the nail-studded
explosives belt strapped to his body, witnesses said.

“The bus came down the hill ... and as it leveled out it
blew up, it began to run off the road,” said witness
Rachel Antebe.

The blast hurled bodies in the air and blew out the
sides off the red-and-white bus.

“I saw the driver of the bus, his face and body covered
in blood. I heard people screaming in the bus. I will never
forget it,” said , 32, an Arab resident of the mixed Arab-

Associated Press
Israeli police secure the area as investigators search the wreckage of a bus after it was exploded in the
northern Israeli port city of Haifa Sunday Dec. 2, 2001. A suicide bomber detonated nail-studded explo-
sives on a bus in Haifa Sunday, Killing himself and 15 bystanders just hours after Islamic militants set
off three deadly explosions in downtown Jerusalem.

Jewish neighborhood where the explosion went off.

Thirteen bus passengers and two pedestrians were
killed, and about 40 bystanders were wounded, including
10 who were in serious condition, police said.

The attack the night before in Jerusalem came at an
hour when the shops, cafes and bars of the Ben Yehuda
pedestrian mall were packed with teen-age Israelis.

The two bombers detonated their nail-packed explo-
sives while standing some 40 yards apart. The 10 victims
ranged in age from 14 to 20, police said.

“Alot of people were crying, falling, and there was the
smell of burning hair,” said witness Eli Shetreet, 19.

The blasts shattered car windows a block away. Blood
was splattered across store fronts, and bits of flesh and
metal bolts from the explosives were strewn on the
ground. Shortly after the suicide bombings, an explosion
went off in a car parked near the mall.

In the West Bank, Palestinian gunmen wounded an
Israeli driver near a Jewish settlement and a border guard
in two shooting attacks. In searches that followed the
shooting of the border guard, the army said its troops
killed a Palestinian gunman.

Palestinian officials accused Israel of provoking the
latest upsurge of violence with its assassination of
Mahmoud Abu Hanoud, the leader of the Hamas military
wing in the West Bank. Abu Hanoud — who had master-
minded several suicide bombings in Israel — was slain
on Nov. 23, just days before Zinni arrived for his truce
mission.

A security official in the Gaza Strip, speaking on con-
dition of anonymity, said Arafat has given orders to carry
out mass arrests of Islamic militants and to confiscate
illegal weapons. Those speaking out against cease-fire
efforts would be muzzled, the official said.

In a statement, Palestinian security officials said
Palestinian Authority has banned unauthorized demon-
strations and the use of mosques and loudspeakers for
incitement or political propaganda purposes.

Since the fighting erupted in September 2000, Israel
has repeatedly complained that Arafat has done nothing
to stop militants who have killed more than 230 Israelis
in bombings and shootings. More than 780 people have
been killed on the Palestinian side.
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s NEWS OF THE WEIRD

NO ARTIFICIAL FLAVORS, COLORS OR
PRESERVATIVES ADDED. NEVER
PROCESSED, PICKED FRESH DAILY.
100% ORGANIC NEWS ...

by Chuck Shepard

A sting of a time

* A small but growing number of people in strife-torn Pakistan deal with their woes by
smoking scorpions, according to a November Reuters dispatch from Quetta. Users dry the
scorpion's stingers, grind them up, light the powder, and suck in the smoke. "When I smoke
scorpion," said Ghulam Raza, "then the heroin is like nothing to me." Quetta addicts tend to
hang out at a local cemetery, where outsiders will not bother them (though there is an occa-
sional problem with enstupored persons falling into partially dug graves).

Santa Wonica Daily Dress

310.458.7737
Fax: 310.576.9913
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CLASSIFIEDS

Employment

DENTAL ASSISTANT AND/OR
receptionist (Santa Monica).
Cheerful, energetic and reliable,
interested in Dentistry. Please
call 310-466-8210.

FLORAL DESIGNER needed
for flower shop in Century City.
Please call (310)785-0669
GENERAL OFFICE Assistant
for busy Marina Del Rey travel
office. Microsoft Word, Excel.
Contact: Billy (310)823-7979

HAIR STYLIST, ESTHETICIAN
& RECEPTIONIST wanted for
Campus Cuts salon at UCLA. 2
positions open. Stylist Minimun
2 years experience. (310)206-
4770

MANICURIST FOR Busy Santa
Monica Salon. Full-time, com-
mission or rented. Open 9am-
8pm. (310)450-8669

RECEPTIONIST FOR busy up-

scale Brentwood Salon. Full-
time, Tues. - Sat. Position
starts  January 1 2002.

(310)471-5555

RETAIL SALE associate for
Malibu boutique. Must be strong
in sales & merchandizing.
cmputer knowledge. Free park-
ing. Call 310-271-4153 of fax
310-271-1089

RETAIL SALES for S.M. chil-
dren’s clothing manufacturer
outlet store. Day hours, P/T or
F/T including Saturdays. Great
benefits, medical, dental &
401K Fax resume 310-829-
1485 or call (310)453-3527 ext.
206

REWARDING SALES CA-
REER. Int'l firm with 16 years
success track record seeks ex-
perienced business person M/F
to sponsor & coach clients on
maximizing & protecting wealth.
Comprehensive training & sup-
port. Call Mr. Kenedy
(800)600-5149

P.O. Box 1380

20’ CAL: Good condition. Com-
pletely stock. Xtra Geona sail.
Motor. Incl. cust. trailer. $1900
(310)391-4051

24’ |ISLANDER ‘66: 6hp Evin-
rude, 6-gal metal tank, radio,
galley, sleeps 4 $1990 obo
(310)645-3104

27'BAYLINER  BUCCANEER
Great live-aboard, very spa-
cious, aft cabin MUST SELL!
$5950 obo. (310)417-4141

WANTED 29 people serious
about losing weight. Dr. Rec-
ommended. 100% natural/no
drugs. Call now (310)285-3115

27" CATALINA, Immac liva-
boad/Cruiser. Many xtras.
MdR slip. $6900 obo (310)892-
4616

DOUBLE GARAGES
FOR RENT!
Available Immediately
$300/mo plus one month $300
security deposit. Excellent se-
curity, off street, suitable for
parking or storage, owner pays
electricity. One year lease.
(323)870-5884

LADERA HEIGHTS: Single
4820 Slauson Ave. #1 Stove,
carpet, blinds, laundry, parking,
no pets. $500 & up Call 323-
298-0221

MAR VISTA: Single 12746 Pa-
cific Ave. #4 Stove, frig, DIW,
A/C, carpet, blinds, laundry, in-
tercom-entry, parking, no pets.
$700 Call 310-578-7512

OFFICE SUBLET; 1, 2, or 3 of-
fices available. Great location
in Santa Monica starting @
$450.00/month. available imm-
ed. Steve (310)392-6100

PALMS, 2/1.5 Upper. New car-
pet, parking, Indry, $1,200.
Available now.(310)390-2765

Santa Monica, CA 90406-1380
Phone: 310-458-7737

FAX: 310-576-9913

= B

PALMS: 1 Bdrm, new Burber
carpet & paint. Woodbeam ceil-
ings. $825, incldg parking, laun-
dry, stove & fridge. 3102 Can-
field. $800 (310)390-2765.

S.M.: 2+1, 3 blocks to beach.
Huge balcony, parkay floors,
Indry, prkg. Ocean view. $2100.
(310)399-1273

VENICE BEACH Lrg 1+1 apt.
Enclosed patio, 1/2 block to
beach. N/p w/stv & refrig $1250
(310)641-1149

W. LA Lrg STUDIOS. Hdwd
flrs, completely remod. Light.
No pets, 1 year lease. $825-
$875 (310)628-7272

VENICE BEACH Rental prkg,
n/s n/p from $1550 all amenet-
ies  Available now. Short
term/long term 112 Dudley
Ave. (323)936-5203

SANTA MONICA $1250 1bdr,
upper + garage. Stove, frig,
hrdwd floors, blinds. N/P. Near
SMCC. Must see! (310)450-
4989

SANTA MONICA No. Studio,
Hdwd flrs, penthouse. Lots of
windows, brite, Available 12/1.
No pets. $1050 (310)628-7272

SM $1800 2+2. Approxi-
mately 1100s.f. 2 car enclosed
gar. No. of Wilshire Bl. Walk to
Montana Shops. 2020 Wash-
ington Ave. Call: (310)395-1880

SM $1400 Lg 2 bdrm 1 ba,
hrdwd fl, lots of closets, stove,
prkg, Idry rm Quiet area
(310)396-1644

SM 1BR, Large, North of Wil-
shire. Fireplace, patio, appls,
prkg, pool. Lndry, $1,300. 1045.
3rd St. (310)390-2765

SM 3 BR, 3BA, two patios.
$1,995. Parking available. 10th
and Idaho. Available Mid De-
cember (310)451-2178

SM: 3 bdrm live/work pent-
house apt. Amenities include
phone answering, reception,
state of the art conference
rooms & facilities, high-speed
(T1) Internet and wired comput-
er ports. Modern full kitchens &
baths. Two large terraces
w/ocean view. $3,000. For info
& appointmt: (310)-526-0310.
Weekends (310)-890-0310.

STUDIO SPACE FOR LEASE
avail 1500sf Santa Monica. AM,
Eves, Sun, for classes, work-
shops, meetings. E. Pico, Am-
ple Parking. Karen 310-396-
5990

VENICE HOUSE for rent
$1975. 3+1 Approx. 1000s.f.
Hrdwd & carpets. Remodeled
kitchen, pvt. garden. Very
clean. New appliances, inside
WI/D. 2477 Walnut Ave.

Call: (310)395-1880

VENICE: $1350 1Bdr + 1Ba
Hdwd floors. W/D in unit. 1128
6th Ave. No pets. (310)399-
7235

VENICE: $995, 1Bdrm & Sin-
gle $850. Stove, refrig, carpet,
laundry, utilities included, park-
ing, no pets. 501 N. Venice
Blvd. Call 9am to 7pm JKW
Properties 310-574-6767

VENICE: 2bdrm+2bath, park-
ing,1 block from beach, mini
bar, $1700 + sec. dep.
(310)305-9659

VENICE: DUPLEX 2+1 W/D,
appliances, hardwood floors
$1700 2 blocks to Abbot Kin-
ney. N/P 627 San Juan Ave.
(310)399-7235

VENICE: Lrg 1+1 wigrt lite.
Huge closet, stove, W/D on site.
Off the canals. $1325
(310)305-8109

VENICE: 3+2, Lrg, sunny up-
per unit, 4 plex. French doors,
balcony, parking. $2100
(310)581-5379

VENICE: ON BOARDWALK
Sec. building. Clean 1bd/loft
bdrm+1.2 level balcony.
w/vu.frig, stv.,, D/W, Indry, gtd,
prkg. $1850. (310)823-6349

W. LA 2464 Barrington 3bdr,
3ba Lrg rooms, all appliances
included. Fireplace, marble
countertops, in unit W/D. Gated
parking elevator, intercom en-
try. $2195. OPEN DAILY. Mgr.
Call: (310)390-9401

W. LA: 2464 Barrington Ave.
4bd/4ba  Very Lrg unit, spa-
cious closets, marble counters,
stove, refrig, d/w, nu paint, frplc,
gtd prkg intercom entry, eleva-

tor. W/D in unit. Open daily.
$2695. Mgr. Call: (310)390-
9401

W. LOS ANGELES: 1+1 2471
Sawtelle Blvd. #103  Stove,
D/W, AIC, fireplace, blinds, car-
pet, laundry, intercom-entry,
gated parking, cat ok. $1050
Call 310-578-7512

Vehicles for sale

96 VOLVO 850 turbo, teal blue
with tan interior 61,000 miles
(310)280-0840

Announcements

ABILITIES COMMISSION
monthly meetings. Sign lan-
guage interpreter. Krispy Kreme
doughnuts. Hotline (310) 899-
3888

FLAP HAPPY KIDS!
100% cotton children’s wear
OUTLET STORE would like to
invite you to our
GET-YOUR-CHRISTMAS-
BARGAINS-BEFORE-THE-
HOLIDAY-SALE!

Wed. Dec. 12th through
Sat. Dec. 15th
2330 Michigan Ave., Santa
Monica (Just east of Cloverfield
& north of the 10 freeway)
Tel 310-453-3527
We carry Flap Happy & other
brand name closeouts and
irregulars at 10%-80% off
regular retail!

OPEN MON-SAT 10am to 5pm

*Note: We'll be closed Mon. Dec. 10th &
Sat. Dec 22 through Tues. Jan 1
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CLASSIFIED AD INSERTION ORDER FORM

PET SITTING service. Reliable,
responsible, pet lover wants to
care for your cat, dog or other
while you are away. Your home
or mine. References. Judi
Rose. (310)473-5360

STRICTLY THERAPEUTIC
LA Stone, Swedish,
Thai Massage,

Deep Circulatory Body
LAURA CAVANAUGH
310-210-1265

The State-Of-The-Art

Videoconferencing Solution

Fixed 30 frames per second
Currently being used by; The
US Navy, Smithsonian Institu-
tion, the Mayors office in San
Diego and New York, The Uni-
fied School District of San Die-
go, Police and Fire Depart-
ments, Warner Brothers, CNN
and Turner Networks. Call to-
day: West Coast Video Phone
(310)392-0799

Business Opps

WORK FROM home. Business

opportunity.

P/T $500-$1,500

F/T $1500-$5000 monthly
Call now (310)285-3115

Health/Beauty

FULL LIPS Fast. Forget expen-
sive collagen. Works in mi-
nutes. $38 ordervc.com 310-
312-0662

Buck
A
Day

Classifieds
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‘Harry Potter’ stays on top with $24.1 million

‘Behind Enemy Lines’
pulls in $19.2 million

BY DAVID GERMAIN
AP Movie Writer

LOS ANGELES — After an A-plus
debut, Harry Potter’s box-office grades
have slipped to non-magical levels.

“Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s
Stone” took in $24.1 million to remain
the No. 1 movie for the third straight
weekend. But its gross dropped 58 per-
cent from last week’s Friday-to-Sunday
total, according to studio estimates
Sunday. The film has taken in $220.1
million in 17 days.

“Behind Enemy Lines,” starring
Gene Hackman and Owen Wilson,
opened in second place with $19.2 mil-
lion. “Spy Game” was third with $11.2
million.

In limited release, Hilary Swank’s
historical drama “The Affair of the
Necklace” opened with $136,000 in 18
theaters for a healthy average of $7,556.
The western “Texas Rangers” bombed
with just $300,000 in 402 theaters for a
feeble $746 average.

After a record-shattering $90.3 mil-
lion debut two weeks ago and a huge
take over the long Thanksgiving week-
end, “Harry Potter” returned to earth.
Such a fall is typical of big family films
released around Thanksgiving. Theater
crowds tail off as children return to

Help Stop Hunger by Participating

school and parents are preoccupied with
holiday shopping.

“Monsters, Inc.,” another family hit,
fell from second place to fourth with
$9.4 million, a 61 percent decline from
the previous Friday-through-Sunday.
Last year, the gross for “Dr. Seuss’ How
the Grinch Stole Christmas” fell 48 per-
cent the weekend after Thanksgiving.

“Harry Potter” and “Monsters, Inc.”
should see solid rebounds around
Christmas and New Year’s Day. Both

Goldstein, Warner’s general sales man-
ager.

Whether it can approach the $601
million of domestic box-office champ
“Titanic” remains to be seen.

“It’s just too early to tell,” Goldstein
said. “Whether we can go for the all-
time record, that’s something we won’t
know till four or five weeks out from
now.”

The movie might be able to match the
$461 million gross of the No. 2 film,

“It’s just too early to tell ...

whether we can go for the

all-time record, that's something we won’t know till
four or five weeks out from now.”

— JEFF GOLDSTEIN
Warner's general sales manager

holidays are prime time for family
moviegoing. They fall on Tuesdays this
year, meaning five-day holiday week-
ends that bode well for film attendance.

Distributor Warner Bros. expects
“Harry Potter” to soar well past the
$300 million mark and easily break into
the top 10 list of all-time top-grossing
films.

It could even head toward the $400
million mark, putting it among the top-
grossing four or five films, said Jeff
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in the Westside Food Bank
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FOOD DRIVE

Drop Off Canned Goods at

Westside Food Bank
Warehouse
1710 22nd St.
Santa Monica
Monday-Friday

Tam-1pm

Your donations will help supply food to 65 social agencies in Santa Monica,
Venice, Culver City, West LA, Inglewood and West Hollywood.

Santa Monica Chamber
of Commerce

501 Colorado Ave. #150
Monday-Friday
9am-noon

Ipm-5pm

WESTSIDE FOOD BANK

\

P.O. BOX 1565, Santa Monica, CA 90406
310) 828-6016 Fax: (310) 828-2646
www.westsidefoodbankca.org
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“Star Wars,” or the $431 million take of
No. 3 movie, “Star Wars: Episode I —
The Phantom Menace.” The top five is
rounded out by “E.T. The Extra-
Terrestrial” at $400 million and
“Jurassic Park™ at $357 million.

Warner reported that “Harry Potter”
continues to draw solid return cus-
tomers, but it will have a hard time
approaching the repeat business of
“Titanic.” Teen-age girls saw “Titanic”
over and over because of heartthrob

Leonardo DiCaprio.

“Repeat, repeat, repeat” propelled
“Titanic,” said Bruce Snyder, head of
distribution for 20th Century Fox,
which co-financed the movie with
Paramount. “Yes, it was teen-age girls,
but also people who never go to the
movies who came out to see it.”

“Titanic” actually opened with good
but unspectacular numbers, grossing
$28.6 million. But it was king of the
world for staying power, remaining the
No. 1 film for months.

”“Titanic’ was a marathoner. Most
films today are sprinters,” said Paul
Dergarabedian, president of box-office
tracker Exhibitor Relations. “It’s a diffi-
cult comparison for any film to be held
up in comparison to ‘Titanic.”’

Estimated ticket sales for Friday
through Sunday at North American the-
aters, according to Exhibitor Relations
Co. Inc. Final figures were to be
released Monday.

1. “Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s
Stone,” $24.1 million.

2. “Behind Enemy Lines,” $19.2 mil-

3. “Spy Game,” $11.2 million.

4. “Monsters, Inc.”, $9.4 million.

5. “Black Knight,” $5.7 million.

6. “Shallow Hal,” $4.7 million.

7. “Out Cold,” $2.9 million.

8. “Domestic Disturbance,” $1.9 mil-

9. “Amelie,” $1.4 million.
10. “Heist,” $1.2 million.

Internet Connections

Starting at
$62.45/mo!

always on,
always _fast

“Since L/A Bridge installed
DSL at my home, I have
found the flexibility
to use the Internet in
a whole new way.”

—Bill Foster,
Apple Computer

each account includes:

e 24/7 Internet connection

e 7 days/week tech_support

e 6MB personal web space

e free local dial-up acct

e over 4000 worldwide dial-up
locations for laptop users who
travel. (a metered service).

X7

LABridsge
Internet

Sign-up online at LABridge.com or call 310.823.6416




