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QUOTE OF 
THE DAY

In September, the Riyadh, Saudi

Arabia, daily newspaper Al-

Watan reported that the father of

a prospective bride (whose future

husband had not yet met her) had

established a new dowry-collec-

tion strategy by demanding that

the prospective husband pay the

equivalent of US $300 just to take

a pre-wedding glance at the

bride (fully clothed, of course).

“Nixon, Ford, Carter,
Reagan — a Mount Rushmore

of incompetence.”

– David Steinberg

NEWS OF 
THE WEIRD
by Chuck Shepard 

L O OT T

FANTASY 5
15, 25, 23, 20, 31

DAILY 3
Afternoon picks: 2, 7, 1
Evening picks: 7, 2, 2

DAILY DERBY
1st Place: 5, California Classic

2nd Place: 2, Lucky Star

3rd Place: 6, Whirl Win

Race Time: 1:42.06

,
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THE UNDER $10 
DINNER SPECIAL

Served from 4pm - 10pm

1433 Wilshire Blvd at 15th St
310-394-1131www.santamonicamusic.com

(310) 453-1928
1901 SANTA MONICA BLVD.

IN SANTA MONICA

Music Lessons...
The gift that lasts a liftetime

USC students validate
Santa Monica business
owners’ complaints
BY JOHN WOOD
Daily Press Staff Writer

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
— Local officials could learn a few
lessons from the planning depart-
ments in Burbank, Culver City and
Pasadena, according to a presenta-
tion given Monday by a team of
graduate business students.

After interviewing the head plan-
ners and several entrepreneurs from
each city, five students from the
University of Southern California
presented their preliminary findings
to a group of City Hall officials and
local business leaders.

The students confirmed com-
plaints that it takes significantly
longer to open a business in Santa
Monica, and that the process is
difficult, costly and confusing to
navigate. 

Chamber of Commerce offi-
cials have long lambasted the
department for being overly
bureaucratic, which negatively
effects local businesses. 

The chamber called upon the
MBA students to flush out the
department’s weaknesses and
offer suggestions on how to fix the
perceived problem.

The group recommended that
City Hall remove some of the
department’s bureaucracy and
make the process easier for busi-
ness owners to understand.

“Something that we discovered
was, heck, many of these cases
were just wrong expectations. And
if someone were there to manage
those, maybe it would have taken
just as long, but it wouldn’t have
been as frustrating,” said Audney
DePaulo, one of the graduate stu-
dents working on the project under
Dr. William Crookston, a profes-
sor at USC and former chairman
of the chamber.

The group conducted four in-
depth studies of businesses, but also
interviewed an additional half dozen
merchants and gathered information

on another handful. All four of the
in-depth case studies were of busi-
nesses opening in buildings that had
already once been permitted for the
same type of use.

Of those four, one, a bakery
called the “Good Urth,” on Main
Street, was still waiting to open
after signing the lease 18 months
earlier. Another restaurant had
been open one year but was still

Christmas ‘a la cart’

Del Pastrana/Daily Press
People sip coffee next to a shopping cart Christmas tree in the
Edgemar courtyard on Main Street Monday.

Students examine
visitors bureau,
local restaurant
BY JOHN WOOD
Daily Press Staff Writer

It wasn’t just City Hall’s plan-
ning department under the magni-
fying glass this fall. Also being
studied by area graduate students
were the local visitors bureau and
a downtown restaurant.

Students were given the task to
examine the entities and make
suggestions on their operations.
The three projects are part of 15
being conducted in southland
cities by students of Dr. William
Crookston, a Santa Monica resi-
dent and professor at the
University of Southern California.

“This is a way we recruit our
students. This is a way we give
them internships,” said
Crookston, who also serves as

City Hall’s planning
department receives
low marks in study

By Daily Press staff

COUNCIL CHAMBERS —
Elected officials will consider
tonight whether City Hall will allow
a luxury hotel to move forward on
plans to redevelop, which last year
involved a 16-story apartment build-
ing in downtown Santa Monica.

Although the apartment tower
has been scrapped, owners of the
Fairmont Miramar Hotel, located
on the corner of Wilshire
Boulevard and Ocean Avenue, now
propose to build another hotel with
200 rooms. 

The height of the building has not
yet been determined, but Matt
Dinapoli, a part-owner of the hotel,
said he would prefer that the new

hotel not be limited by current height
restrictions. In a letter to the Santa
Monica City Council, Dinapoli said
he and other hotel representatives
believe that determining the appro-
priate height is best accomplished
through discussions between City
Hall and the developer.

Those discussions would be part
of a “development agreement,”
which Dinapoli is applying for
tonight. It would allow the hotel
and City Hall to enter into negotia-
tions for any future project on the
site. Development agreements typ-
ically list city requirements that
might not be explicitly written into
zoning codes or laws. It would also
set a time period for when 

Downtown luxury hotel
looking for approval

See PLANNING, page 6

See FAIRMONT, page 7See STUDY, page 7

“We have to 
think about customer

service. I think we
should become a

bellwether for adding
more of it in our city.”

— DR. WILLIAM CROOKSTON
Professor, USC
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LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
★★★★★ Others act in a dynamic way. You

might want to sit back and watch what goes on. A
family member could be unusually pliable. You
might be considering a special purchase for your
household. Enjoy the moment. Tonight: Just
don’t be home alone.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
★★★★ Try a different route or do some-

thing very different. Your perspective could
change during a discussion and soften up a lot
about someone close to you. Practice a little more
diplomacy. Tonight: Work off that turkey dinner
with some exercise.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
★★★★★ Being in a very playful mood,

you might decide to treat someone to something
he or she has always wanted, or you might decide
to do something a little wild. Risking goes hand
in hand with your fiery nature right now. Tonight:
So what if it is a work week?

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
★★★★ Venus moves into your sign,

adding to your allure and desirability. What you
hear could put a different perspective on a
domestic matter. Check out an investment with
care. Tonight: Happily at home.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
★★★★★ You have a way of drawing peo-

ple to you, which today might be a great ability to
call on. Your perspective could change if you let
it go and just relax with the moment. Be careful
of someone you meet in the near future. Tonight:
Get into the whirlwind of life.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
★★★ A friend might share a secret that you

are dying to reveal. The tone of a relationship
could be changing — much more to your liking.
Be cautious handling funds, as money could eas-
ily slip through your hands. Tonight: Your treat.

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS

The stars show the kind of day you’ll have: 

★★★★★-Dynamic  ★★★★-Positive  ★★★-Average  
★★-So-so  ★-Difficult

Get some exercise, Scorpio

ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
★★★★★ Keep your eye on your goals.

You empower yourself with the help of someone
you really care about. A boss finally sees the pos-
itives in your ideas rather than the negatives. You
feel pleased to be acknowledged — finally. Use
your newfound magnetism. Tonight: All grins,
and why not?

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
★★★ You might want to keep your opinion

to yourself. Others simply don’t and won’t agree,
no matter what you try to do. Detach and walk in
someone else’s shoes, and you’ll get a lot of
answers. Observe, research and stay behind the
scenes. Tonight: Happily head home.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★★★ You might want to discuss a

change of pace in the near future. A partner sud-
denly seems to be in the mood to talk. You are
relieved to clear the air. Both of you actually have
similar goals. Aim for more of what you want.
Tonight: You’re all grins.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
★★★★ Although work might be demand-

ing, many grin from ear to ear when they see you.
Associates have tremendous faith in your ability
to come through. Others pitch in to make a dream
happen. You have much to smile about. Tonight:
Burn the candle at both ends.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
★★★★ Reach out to someone at a distance

whom you care about. Your ability to understand
those around you makes someone care about you
perhaps a little too much. Be ready to establish
more boundaries if need be. Tonight: Buy some
Christmas music if you don’t have any.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
★★★★★ Experiment with different ideas

with the help of a partner or associate.
Brainstorming only adds to your creativity and
dynamic ideas. A relationship could be kindling
in the background, or a present one might become
much softer and endearing. Tonight: Go along
with another’s suggestion.

CORRECTION — In the Dec. 1 issue, the Web site regarding the Santa
Monica Chamber of Commerce’s luncheon today was incorrect. For more
information, log onto smchamber.com.

BLACK BELT ACADEMY TAEKWONDO SELF DEFENSE
FOR KIDS, MEN AND WOMEN

FREE 30 DAY 
TRIAL MEMBERSHIP!
A $100 VALUE

Experience the Difference ...

King’s Celebrity
Martial Arts

ATA CERTIFIED

2110 Wilshire Blvd. in
Santa Monica • 310-828-2779

GRAND

OPENIN
G!

“Come and see our NEW look”
NOW OPEN

ADULT
HAIRCUT

Shampoo &
Precision Cut

$995

COLOR
Shampoo & 

Quality Color

$500
OFF

Min. $39 & UpLong Hair Extra

Santa Monica
2461D Santa Monica Blvd.

(Next to Sav-on Drugs)

310-453-5103

Sav-on 
Drugs

M-F: 9am-8pm  Sat: 9am-6pm  Sun: 10am-5pm

Fantastic
Sams 26

th
 S

t.

Santa Monica Blvd.
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Look for the current WNW swell mix to fade today as new W
wind and ground swell builds from a low that has been hanging
about 600 miles off the coast over the last couple of days. We’ll see
some steep NW swell build through the day as well. 

OUTLOOK: The storm is tough to predict, so stay tuned for
tomorrow’s update.

Write us at wood@smdp.com and tell us what the surf is
doing today at your local break.

Today the
water Is:

59 º

LOW TIDE HIGH TIDE
Morning Height Evening Height Morning Height Evening Height

SATURDAY 12:57 1.1 2:08 -0.9 7:15 6.7 8:23 4.5

SUNDAY 1:34 1.4 2:55 -1.4 7:51 7.0 9:18 4.4

MONDAY 2:12 1.7 3:44 -1.5 8:30 7.2 10:15 4.1

TUESDAY 2:53 2.1 4.36 -1.5 9:13 7.1 11:17 3.9

WEDNESDAY 3:38 2.4 5:33 -1.2 9:59 6.8 N/A N/A

THURSDAY 4:31 2.8 6:34 -0.8 12:28 3.8 (10:50 6.2)

FRIDAY 5:43 3.1 7:40 -0.4 1:48 3.8 (11:51 5.6)

Sunrise: 6:34 a.m.
Sunset: 4:46 p.m.

To the relief of Santa Monica mer-
chants, the City Council last week rejected
a proposed law that would have restricted
businesses on how much noise they can
generate at certain times of the day.

While politicians said the law as proposed
couldn’t be passed because too little research
was done, a new ordinance will come back to
them after staffers do some more work.

Some question whether it’s businesses
making all of the noise in Santa Monica,
or if it’s just a fact of living in a con-

densed, high-traffic city. Others suggest
that the current noise ordinance isn’t even
enforced adequately.

So this week, Q-Line wants to know,
“Is Santa Monica too loud? Who’s
making all the noise?”

Call (310) 285-8106 with your response
before Thursday at 5 p.m. We’ll print them in
Friday’s paper. Please limit your comments
to a minute or less. It might help to think first
about the wording of your response.

ITALIAN HOME & GARDEN FURNISHINGS

Mid-Century Venetian Glass
Tuscan Ceramics  • Chandeliers 

Deruta Dinnerware • Jewelry
Florentine Leather • Antique Linens 

702 MONTANA AVENUE IN SANTA MONICA
(310) 394-0989  •  www.PonteV.com

CONSULTING • BOOKKEEPING • PLANNING TAXES

SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA
(310) 395-9922

429 Santa Monica Blvd. Ste. 710
Santa Monica 90401

SMALL BUSINESS
STARTUP?

Let me help you succeed

Roast  Beef
Sandwich

8 ttaaxx  iinncclluuddeedd

includes:
Pickles  or  coleslaw,
french  fries  or  salad

and  drink

The Tastiest Hawaiian Sandwiches

111199  BBrrooaaddwwaayy,,  SSaannttaa  MMoonniiccaa
331100..339944..00110000

OOppeenn
DDaaiillyy  ffrroomm
1111  aa..mm..  ttoo
1100  pp..mm..

Today’s Special: Store Hours:

The Surf Report is sponsored by:

By Daily Press staff

The Westside Greens will hold a special
forum at its Santa Monica location on
Thursday with David Cobb, a contender for
the Green Party’s presidential nomination.

The event is the first in a series of forums
designed to give Los Angelenos exposure to
possible nominees. The Green Party will
choose its presidential candidate and overall
electoral strategy at a national convention to
be held in June in Milwaukee, Wisc. 

“As the only political party actively
opposing the war and occupation in Iraq
and the corporate take-over of our elec-
toral process, the Green Party has been the
fastest growing party in the United States
in the past few years,” said Melissa
Flamson, a member of the Westside
Greens. “To build on that momentum, it’s
important for us to hear early and directly
from those who wish to lead the party at
this critical time.” 

Cobb, who comes from Humboldt
County, serves as the general counsel for
the Green Party of the U.S. and was the
Green Party of Texas candidate for
Attorney General in 2002. He practiced
law until early 2000, when Ralph Nader
asked him to manage the Green Party
effort in Texas. He also serves on the steer-
ing committee of Democracy Unlimited of
Humboldt County and as campaigns direc-
tor for ReclaimDemocracy.org, both of
which are citizens groups dedicated to
contesting and challenging illegitimate
corporate usurpation of the Constitution
and U.S. government.

Doors to the free event open at 7 p.m. and
Cobb is scheduled to lecture at 7:30 p.m.,
followed by time for questions. Westside
Greens’ Santa Monica office is located at
2809 Pico Blvd. For more information, con-
tact Westside Greens at (310) 449-1882 or
visit www.thewestsidegreens.org.

Green Party presidential
candidate to speak in SM

By Daily Press staff

Now that Thanksgiving is over and
there’s still more than a month of holiday
festivities, the risk of bulging at the seams
is even more present.

Local personal trainers and fitness
experts have teamed up to compile a list of
the top five fitness mistakes people make
over the holidays. In addition to the list, the
experts offer tips on how to avoid the holi-
day weight gain and fitness traps, as well
as advice on how to jump start the No. 1
New Year’s resolution — to lose weight. 

The top five holiday mistakes are:
1. Going gung-ho after years of sitting

on your rear end.
2. Helping yourself to seconds … and

thirds.
3. Going on a diet during the holidays.
4. Doing too much cardio and

absolutely no strength training.
5. Setting unrealistic fitness goals.
“Avoiding these common mistakes

made by millions each holiday season is
simple,” said Misty Tripoli, fitness pro-
gram director for Bodies in Motion.
“Although staying on track can be very
difficult with all of the holiday parties and
food, remembering a few simple tips can

make a huge difference.”
While you may not lose any weight

this holiday season, at least you’ll be able
to maintain your weight and hopefully
feel good about yourself if you follow
these tips and avoid these commonly
made holiday mistakes.

■ “Sedentary people are at greater risk
for injury than people who workout regu-
larly. It’s best to ease yourself into a fit-
ness routine if it’s been a while since you
last worked out. Jumping in with both feet
at full force may feel like the right thing to
do after not being active for long periods
of time, but you may be putting yourself
at harm without even realizing it. You
should remember to warm up your mus-
cles by stretching before you begin your
workout and to stretch following as well.
Most importantly, check with your physi-
cian before you begin any exercise regi-
men,” said Howie Skora, personal trainer
at Bodies in Motion.  

■ “Holiday binge eating is a big prob-
lem. The office is full of goodies, there
are tons of holiday parties and with fami-
ly get-togethers. A person has to try to be
aware of when it’s time to stop eating. If

Do’s and don’ts of avoiding
weight gain during holidays

See HOLIDAY WEIGHT, page 7
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OPINION

LETTERS
Real men don’t picket
Editor:

It’s hard to say who are the most deplorable: The bullies parading outside our
supermarkets trying to prevent people from buying food, or the wimpish would-be
customers who are afraid to cross a picket line.

Grocery workers seem to feel they have a constitutional right to free health care
coverage, and that being asked to contribute $5 a week ($l0 to $l5 for family cover-
age) is so outrageous that behavior which could destroy their employers is justified.
Placards reading “Corporate Greed” would read “Employee Greed” if hysteria were
to be replaced by truth.

Most shoppers seem to regard strikers with the reverence usually reserved for reli-
gious martyrs. Perhaps they think the Lord will punish them if they cross the line.
They themselves may not enjoy free health care coverage, but they meekly submit to
intimidation and inconvenience by those who demand it.

The whole spectacle is depressing in the extreme. To each striker I would like to
say: If you’re not happy in your job, quite whining and look for another one. Real men
(and women) don’t do picket lines. To shoppers I would like to say: You have the right
to shop wherever you like, so stop allowing yourselves to be pushed around. And to
all of you: Grow up!

Jill Renton
Santa Monica

JAMS jammin’ from community support
Editor:

How fortunate we are at John Adams Middle School to be part of the Santa Monica
community! It is important to remember the support of our community and thank all
of you who have helped to make the start of this school year so dynamic and ener-
gizing. It is hard to imagine what this school year would be like for our children and
educators without the support of voters, who cast their ballots for education, and the
leadership of our City Council members, who demonstrated by action that they share
the core values and priorities of this community.

We are able to provide outstanding educational programs due to the talents of our
entire staff. Thanks to the support of this community, highly skilled, dedicated teach-
ers and staff were able to return to JAMS where our focus is high academic achieve-
ment for all students. All staff members work hard to provide a personalized, vigor-

ous educational experience for our students.  
The entire JAMS community — exceptional students, dedicated staff and support-

ive families — collaborate to make JAMS an outstanding middle school. On behalf
of the students, families, teachers and staff at JAMS, we extend a grateful “thank you”
to the community for its support of our school.

Lise Reilly
Principal

Judith Meister
PTSA President

Congra tu la t ions
seniors, and soon-to-
be seniors. Congress
has added a sweeping
prescription drug ben-
efit to your Medicare
coverage.   

While there is hard-
ly universal applause

in the policy community or even among
seniors for the package the House and
Senate have passed, AARP (America’s
premiere seniors organization) has
reportedly seen the long view on this
issue and banked on its emerging Baby
Boom membership in endorsing the plan.
Republicans rejoice at their presumed
preemption of senior voters from the
Democrats in 2004.

Never mind that Congress hasn’t a
dime to spare, and that this reform was
worked through Congress without any
care to its fiscal impacts. Organizations
like the Concord Coalition have wisely
pointed out that a prescription drug bene-
fit should have been added as part of an
overall reform package that restrains
total Medicare costs. This sweeping
“reform” won’t put the reigns on increas-
es in drug costs one iota. In fact, it will

add to them. There are several additional
downsides, among them:

■ Rather than structurally reform an
already beleaguered system, this plan
will simply pile a new benefit on top of
an already unsustainable one.

■ Rather than consider seniors with
the lowest incomes or highest drug costs,
the new benefit will add an estimated 20
percent to Medicare’s long-term cost.
This estimate may even be low if a larg-
er-than-expected number of employers
drop their retiree drug coverage as a
result of the bill.

■ Rather than make Medicare more
efficient on a wide scale, the bill is limit-
ed to a small “demonstration project” that
requires the traditional fee-for-service
program to compete with managed care
alternatives. But that isn’t even scheduled
to begin until 2010. Congress has institut-
ed absolutely no enforceable cost-con-
tainment mechanism whatsoever. 

Never mind that reversing the Bush
tax cuts and eliminating all spending on
the war in Iraq STILL would not offset
the cost of the Medicare prescription
drug benefit. The $400 BILLION price
tag for Medicare prescription drugs over
the next 10 years is just one reason. But

the hundreds of billions more in the fol-
lowing 10 years as the tidal wave of retir-
ing Baby Boomers hits its apex adds
insult to injury. The resulting deficits will
make Reagan, Bush I, and Bush II
deficits look like the good old days. 

Never mind that the federal govern-
ment spends nine times on seniors what it
does on Americans 18 or under. Even
when state spending on education is fac-
tored in, the ratio of financial resources
dedicated to seniors versus young people
is still 3 to 1. Many of you reading this
column may be proud members of
AARP. Good for you. In addition to pro-
viding Medi-Gap coverage, AARP suc-
cessfully advocates for seniors on a wide
range of issues. Two noble battles have
been AARP’s fights against telemarket-
ing fraud perpetrated on our most vulner-
able seniors, and exposing “predatory
lenders” from trapping seniors into loans
with devastating fine print.  

But the powerful AARP — second
only in membership to the Catholic
church — has done wrong by future gen-
erations by demagoguing the argument
that Medicare and Social Security don’t
truly need reform. They need MAJOR
reform in order to be “saved,” and the

organization would do right by its New
Deal legacy to be part of the solution,
rather than continuing to be an impedi-
ment.

Doing the right thing should entail
providing health coverage — including a
prescription plan — to ALL Americans,
regardless of age.  But why do we con-
sistently fail to take responsibility for
finding a revenue source for new spend-
ing? Regardless of political party or ide-
ology, we must begin to discipline our-
selves to offset spending on major new
initiatives with cuts or tax increases. No
longer can we spend our way to social
and economic justice without budgetary
justification simply because a particular
program is more noble than a war.
Spending is spending. We have a moral
responsibility to future generations to
hand them a country in better fiscal order
than we find it today. 

(Todd Flora is a six-year resident of
Santa Monica. He is a government relations
representative with a statewide children’s
network, and the former western regional
director of The Concord Coalition, a
nationwide fiscal watchdog organization.
To comment or reach Todd, e-mail him at:
reformadvocate@yahoo.com)

America’s health care system needs an
overhaul, but who’s going to pay for it?

Todd Flora

THINK
twice

Opinions expressed are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged,
as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters we receive, except those that are libelous or are
unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to sack@smdp.com. All letters must include the author’s name and telephone number for purposes of ver-
ification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite 202, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and
guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.



This week starts the rush to declare
retail sales as either better than normal, or
as indicators of a falling economy. This
past Friday was the first day of the tradi-
tional holiday shopping season — the
annual orgy of buyers and sellers seeking
to satisfy the perceived needs of the
nation’s consumers. This year there is cer-
tain to be a “must have” toy for the tots. It
will likely be something that the manufac-
turers have produced in short supply just
to drive people into the stores to buy three
other toys to make up for their failure to
get the “must have” gift.

Retailers have had a lackluster year this
year, and particularly in Santa Monica,
they need to boost their year-end sales.
The latest draws to the Promenade are on
display — those very popular “sculp-
tures” have returned and hopefully with
them the crowds of buyers.

A quick trip down the Promenade,
however, will prove to even the most
jaundiced eye that, times are not so good.
Our new governor may have taken office
with a flourish, but his presence will not
open the wallets of the public into the cof-
fers of corporate America. And frankly,
that is good. As a society we need to have
a vibrant economy, but there is a differ-
ence between a vibrant economy and one
that is living beyond its means.

This year, like many years, the push is
on to have people buy what they don’t
need, to give to people who have far too
much already, and to do it with money they
don’t have. As a business lawyer, I like to
see a lot of shopping going on in stores. It
makes for a good transfer of wealth. But it
must be based on a solid foundation.  

In 2002 there were 1.6 million bank-
ruptcies in this country, the last full year
statistics are available. And 2003 is shap-
ing up to be every bit as bankrupt, with
1.2 million filings for the first three quar-
ters. There has been a clear increase in fil-
ings over the past three years. That trend
is likely to continue into next year.
Southern California leads the pack in the
number of new filings for Chapter 7. We
are the ultimate, again. But that is not nec-
essarily a good thing in this case.

Americans are paying 14 percent of
their disposable debt to service their cred-
it card debt. This is great news for the
shareholders of Capital One, FirstUSA
Bank and Providian, among others, the
bottom feeders of the credit card market,
and horrible news for the future health of
our economy.

So long as Americans are spending
their income on credit card interest and
late fees, they are not saving it, investing it
and making it work for them. Money that
is saved in a bank is used by the bank to
fund other projects. It is loaned out to bor-
rowers who then take the money, buy
building materials with it, pay their work-
ers and they in turn use it to purchase gro-
ceries and hopefully save it for their retire-
ment. This is the cycle of money in a well
ordered society. It is actually how money
is created. By letting the bank use it to lend
out to others, we as a society end up with
greater wealth. No one person would like-
ly have the resources to build any of the
skyscrapers that dot the landscape. With
the assistance of banks, using their depos-
itors’ money, buildings get built, roads get
paved and jobs are created.

But when income is going to credit card
interest, that money is effectively spent by
the consumer, never to be seen again by
them. The interest will be reported by the
lender as an income item, and at the end of
the year, it will declare a dividend based
on how much income is left over. That div-
idend is sent to their shareholders who are

likely to take it and save it themselves.
This might at first sound like no big deal,
but the problem is hidden.

When someone pays credit card inter-
est, they are obviously not saving for their
retirement or preparing for their future.
They are paying for last year’s spending
with this year’s money, which means that
today’s spending will have to be paid with
tomorrow’s earnings. Thus a perpetual
cycle is created whereby they can never
get ahead of the curve. Eventually this
will come to a halt, when tomorrow’s
earnings stop, and the spending hasn’t.
It’s like that old saying, “It’s OK to rob
Peter to pay Paul, until they meet.”

If people are not saving for their retire-
ment, or to buy an asset that produces
income, they will eventually get to the
point where they require financial help.
That assistance must come from some-
where. They will have to rely on their
family for help, or worse, require the gov-
ernment to help them with foodstamps,
housing, or medical care. That means that

the tax burden will be felt by the working
population. So whether or not it is coming
from family members or the government,
in either case, they are now taking away
from someone else’s ability to save and
prepare for the future.

Back to the vibrant economy part. We
need to have a vibrant economy, but that
means people are putting money where it
can do them the most good — where peo-
ple are living within their means and
building futures. This year the hottest toy
of the season is going to be a seductive
choice for many of us. It will likely be one
that makes noise, is furry, and causes kids
to go spastic. It should not make parents
go spastic on plastic, otherwise those kids
might be paying for it in their future. And
that’s not a very good gift.

(David Pisarra is a partner in the
Santa Monica law firm of Pisarra &
Grist. He welcomes questions and can be
reached at (310) 664-9969 or e-mailed at
DPISARRA@PISARRA.COM).
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waiting to have its signage approved. A
crepe restaurant successfully completed
the process after one year. The last busi-
ness has been in the planning process for
two years with “no real end in sight,” the
students said.

Nearly a dozen local officials, includ-
ing city manager Susan McCarthy, assis-
tant city manager Gordon Anderson, plan-
ning department head Suzanne Frick, City
Councilwoman Pam O’Connor, and for-
mer chamber chairs Ann Greenspun and
Nat Trives, attended Monday’s presenta-
tion at the chamber’s offices downtown.
The students will give a final presentation
at a chamber luncheon in January.

Meanwhile, a recommendation by the
planning commission earlier this year that
the planning department be audited is
expected to go before the City Council
this month.

Crookston said the USC project was
initiated by repeated war stories from
business owners that the process in Santa
Monica was too burdensome and time
consuming.

So the students set out to work inter-
viewing various business owners. They
talked to restaurateurs and to retailers.
They interviewed merchants moving into
in new building and ones moving into aged
structures. They made sure to include busi-
nesses that were a new type of use for a
location and those that were still the same
as whatever business had preceded them.

What they found was that, it takes sig-
nificantly longer to set up shop in Santa
Monica than it does elsewhere. While the
goal for approving projects in Culver City
is two weeks, the goal in Burbank is a lit-
tle over a month and Pasadena approvals
seemed to average about two to four
months, Santa Monica lacked a clearly
communicated goal. As a result, many
businesses end up trapped in the process
for years.

The students highlighted good quali-
ties in the other three cities, such as online
tools, flow charts and information book-
lets that spell out the intricacies of the
process. They pointed to the “one-stop
shop” for information and help that’s
available to prospective business owners
in Pasadena, as well as the consistency in
Culver City and the business-friendly atti-
tude of Burbank.

But the students didn’t find any of
those qualities in Santa Monica.

“There are a lot of paths a business
could lead down that could take a long
time,” said USC student Shana Rosengart.
“I think Santa Monica is balancing a lot of
needs in the planning department. There
seem to be a lot of conflicting messages.”

Chamber president and CEO Kathy

Dodson said the 12-week study, which
Crookston valued at about $30,000 if
done privately, is a starting place for
future research and analysis. 

“We’re using it for a very broad
overview of these four cities,” she said. “I
don’t think it’ll ever replace paying a con-
sultant, but I think it gives us particularly
a great starting place.”

The students said problems appeared to
stem from the lack of a clear understand-
ing of the process, a clear time frame for
different types of projects and the lack of
a defined culture promoting or limiting
business growth. 

The students reported difficulty in
meeting with business owners because
they were apparently shy to criticize the
planning department, which may be
indicative of the lack of communication
between City Hall and local merchants.
Students said they didn’t encounter the
same resistance in other cities studied.

To remedy the situation, the group sug-
gested that hearings and other subjective
elements be removed from the planning
process and citizens be educated on the
benefits of business growth. What’s more,
the students suggested that City Hall do a
better job of managing its image in the
press and business owners be encouraged
to give more input to the city’s policies.

But streamlining the process may be
difficult. Though planning heads Suzanne
Frick and Andy Agle have said in the past
they are open to suggestions and criti-
cisms from outside sources, how much
change they can effect in City Hall may
ultimately be controlled by other local
ruling boards, like the City Council and
the Planning Commission, which draft
ordinances and hold hearings related to
the issues the businesses are dealing with.

Several members of the City Council
have said the amount of ordinances cur-
rently controlling developments in Santa
Monica may have become too burden-
some and the entire situation needs to be
re-examined. 

In the end, the students acknowledged
that the other three cities all want to
develop a business climate like the one
that exists on the thriving Third Street
Promenade in the center of downtown.
They suggested City Hall conduct surveys
with residents and businesses to deter-
mine exactly how much business growth
locals want, and then develop cash or
recognition incentive programs to get
planning department staffers to work
more diligently towards that end.

“We have to think about customer serv-
ice,” Crookston said after the presentation,
as others asked questions of the students.
“I think we should become a bellwether
for adding more of it in our city.”

Chamber will hear final
report at January luncheon
PLANNING, from page 1

The breakdown

PLANNERS BUSINESS CASES/YR* BUDGET

Culver City 13 40 $1.1M

Burbank 13 126 $1.7M

Pasadena 34 100 $3.2M

Santa Monica 27 190 $2.6M

* The number of cases relates to new businesses opening that are handled by the department
each year. Students said in the other three cities the majority of cases are handled “over-the-
counter,” whereas more cases are heard administratively in Santa Monica.



board vice president at the Santa Monica
Visitors and Convention Bureau. “Is there
a trend? Yes. More and more entrepre-
neurial schools are attempting to allow
students to do practical projects.”

Crookston’s teams of four and five
graduate students are delivering reports
this week in all three Santa Monica proj-
ects. The studies began in September and
lasted 12 weeks.

“This was one of the best projects I’ve
ever worked on,” said Jason Barschi, 28, a
Santa Monica resident and business stu-
dent working on the visitors bureau proj-
ect. “We really had a hands-on approach.
We were given a lot of freedom to do what
we wanted to do.”

For Barschi and four of his classmates,
that meant coming up with a line of Santa
Monica-themed souvenirs to be sold at the
bureau’s walk-in visitor center at Santa
Monica Place and from a cart on the Third
Street Promenade. It’s a proposition that
could net the bureau tens of thousands of
dollars annually.

The seven-worker convention and visi-
tors bureau oversees a $1.2 million annu-
al budget funded by City Hall, said
Debbie Lee, director of communications.

In a Monday presentation to bureau offi-
cials, the students suggested selling Santa
Monica T-shirts, sweatshirts, mugs, tote
bags and high-quality plastic street maps. 

“We’re hoping that they’re going to
have to be less reliant on city funding,”
Barschi said.

The students designed the inventory
and set up all the required paperwork for
the test program. Their recommendations
followed an analysis of the market based
on interviews with tourists and residents,
and discussions with bureau staffers.

Also on Monday was a preliminary
presentation to Santa Monica Chamber of
Commerce officials on an independent
study of the often-criticized planning
department (see related story). A final
presentation on both projects will be
delivered to officials in January.

Meanwhile, students from the third
group are expected today to deliver their
findings to West Hooker, owner of
Locando del Lago, an Italian restaurant on
the Promenade.

In their research, Crookston said the
students met with Lago workers, visited
other Promenade restaurants, interviewed
customers and pored over credit card data.
Among other things, the students are
expected to recommend the restaurant

entrance and bar be relocated to the Third
Street Promenade, closer to where the foot
traffic is. Currently, both are off of
Arizona Avenue.

“In other words, enhance the layout so
it would be a more attractive, ‘What’s
going on here?’ site,” said Crookston,
adding the students also drafted marketing
plans to boost lunch business.

While the research projects give gradu-
ate students hands-on experience in the
field, they also are saving the organiza-

tions consulting bills that could total
$30,000 or more. But Crookston, who
does some consulting on the side, said
there’s little worry that the students will
infringe on the outside market.

“These are short-term, narrow focus,
fast turnaround types of projects,” he said,
adding that although City Hall stands to
directly benefit from two of the three local
projects, they were chosen because of
their commercial and entrepreneurial
value to students.
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you put your fork down between bites
and thoroughly chew, it will provide
your brain with enough time to respond
to your stomach’s cue of when you are
truly full. This way you will not feel the
urge to go back for seconds or thirds,”
adds Skora.

■ “The average person gains eight to
10 pounds during the holidays. It is not
about going on a diet, rather making
wise choices. Many people bake goodies
to give to others and while making them,
they sample the product. Why not give
out candles or gift certificates, instead of
baked goodies? Not only will you save
yourself from tasting the treats, but you
will save whom ever you intended to
give the goodies to. It’s all about portion
control and smart choices,” said Tripoli.

■ “Set a routine. Don’t try to push
yourself too hard. Alternate days of
doing cardio and strength training. You
will find that you will be much more sat-
isfied with the results if you mix the
two. It will help increase your metabo-
lism and boost your results. Don’t let fit-
ness take a back seat in Santa’s sleigh,”
said Laura Christy, a personal trainer.

■ “We all know that the holidays are
busy and we often have little time to our-
selves, so why not plan ahead and set
goals that are attainable? Try not to get
too caught up in the holidays. When you
go to the gym, take a crack at interval
training. You can also shop online to
save time. It’s important to remember to
take care of ourselves during the holi-
days,” adds Christy.

HOLIDAY WEIGHT, from page 3

Tips on holiday weight gain

development must begin in order for the
agreement to be valid.

Dinapoli laid out the plan a year ago in
front of the Planning Commission, which
shocked some members and citizens
because of its sheer size. But Dinapoli
insisted that the plans are not a formal
proposal, but rather the beginning of a
community forum on what should be built
on the historic site.

At the Planning Commission hearing,
Dinapoli said the project would create a
“gateway to Santa Monica,” as well as
complement the existing white tower at
100 Wilshire Blvd., which can be seen for
miles along the coast.

Based on concerns from planning com-
mission members and citizens, Miramar
officials tweaked their original plans.
Instead of developing 100 apartments on

the Wilshire Boulevard and Ocean
Avenue site, a 200-room hotel is planned.
On a second parcel, on Second Street
between Wilshire Boulevard and
California Avenue, Miramar officials pro-
pose using the land to either build afford-
able or assisted-living housing.
Underneath the entire site would be a 600-
car parking garage. About 20,000 square
feet of retail space along Wilshire
Boulevard also is proposed.

The plans are to redevelop the southern
portion of the site, which now has a two-
story office and restaurant complex, a sur-
face parking lot and a one-story support
building that faces Ocean Avenue. The
hotel currently has 302 rooms and houses
support facilities that include a 10-story
building, a six-story building, one- and
two-story buildings, and the restaurant
and office complex.

Additional building would
give Miramar 502 rooms
FAIRMONT, from page 1

MBA students at USC deliver presentations this week
STUDY, from page 1



Preeclampsia is a rapidly progressive
medical condition characterized by high
blood pressure and the presentation of
protein in the urine. If you display any
signs of preeclampsia, you need to be
closely monitored for the duration of your
pregnancy, delivery and the first postpar-
tum weeks.

It is very important for pregnant
women to be aware of the condition and
its symptoms as untreated preeclampsia
can be life-threatening to the mother and
fetus, causing organ failure, seizures and
even death. 

Preeclampsia occurs in approximately 5
to 8 percent of all pregnancies. It is more
common in a woman’s first pregnancy and

in women whose mothers or sisters had
preeclampsia. The risk of preeclampsia is
higher in women carrying multiple babies,
in teenage mothers, in African-American
women, and in women older than 40 years
old. Other women at risk include those
who have high blood pressure or kidney
disease before they become pregnant. The
cause of preeclampsia, or toxemia as it is
also called, is not known.

The condition usually occurs during
the second half of pregnancy (after 20
weeks), though sometimes it develops
shortly after delivery and, in very rare
instances, before 20 weeks of pregnancy.
For the majority of women with
preeclampsia, their blood pressure returns
to normal after having their baby.  

Treatment for preeclampsia varies
based on the severity of the disease, the
stage of pregnancy and the health of the
mother and baby.   

If the woman is near the end of her
pregnancy and has mild to moderate
preeclampsia, she will likely be induced

so that her health and the health of the
fetus are protected. If she is not near the
end of her pregnancy and has mild
preeclampsia, she will most likely be put
on bed rest in the hospital where her blood
pressure and condition are observed and
monitored carefully. Drugs to lower blood
pressure or to prevent seizures may be
given. In rare cases, when the condition is
severe, delivery is immediate regardless
of the age of the fetus. 

Since the condition can quickly turn
into an emergency, it is important that
pregnant women, as well as their family
and friends, become familiar with the
symptoms of preeclampsia, which include
blurred vision or other vision problems;
frequent headaches that become worse or
a persistent headache that does not
respond to nonprescription pain medica-
tion; pain or tenderness in the abdomen,
especially in the upper right section; sud-
den swelling of the legs and feet and a
weight gain of two pounds or more over a
24-hour period. 

Other symptoms can include ringing or
buzzing in the ear, excessive vomiting or

drowsiness and a marked decrease in urine
output. It is important to note that some
mild swelling in the legs and feet are nor-
mal during pregnancy. If the swelling is
sudden or severe, or if you experience any
of the other symptoms listed, contact your
health professional right away.  

Although there are currently no known
methods to prevent preeclampsia, all
pregnant women should obtain early and
ongoing prenatal care so that baseline
blood pressure can be noted and any
abnormal rise in blood pressure or urinary
protein can be easily detected. Since early
diagnosis can be critical, don’t wait for a
scheduled appointment if you think you
may have preeclampsia. Call your doc-
tor’s office to discuss your concerns.

(Connie Agnew, M.D., is a medical
director of maternal/fetal medicine at
Saint John’s Health Center and a perina-
tologist in private practice in Santa
Monica. For more information call (310)
829-5511 or visit the hospital’s Web site at
www.stjohns.org).
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Special Events

MERRIMENT ON MONTANA — Holiday
Walk Montana - Friday, December 5th,
5:00 – 9:00 p.m., 7th to 17th Streets  Enjoy
twinkling lights, music and unique holiday
décor as merchants provide a tasty bounty
for you to enjoy.  From stocking stuffers to
designer clothing, jewelry and furniture,
find a gift for everyone on your list.

TUESDAY 
Movies for Moms 
Movies for Moms sponsered by:

“The Magdalene Sisters” showing
December 2. 11:00 a.m., Loews Broadway,
1441 3rd St. Promenade – for Moms and
babies newborn – 1 year old.   Doors open
early for socializing and getting comfort-
able. From acclaimed director Peter Mullan
comes “The Magdalene Sisters” starring
Geraldine McEwan, Dorothy Duffy, Annie-
Marie Duff, Eileen Walsh and introducing
Nora-Jane Noone.  This unflinching and
compelling emotional drama charts sever-
al years in the young lives of four “fallen
women” who were rejected by their fami-
lies and abandoned to the mercy of the
Catholic Church in 1960’s Ireland.  While
women’s liberation is sweeping the globe,
these women are stripped of their liberty
and dignity and condemned to indefinite
sentences of servitude in The Magdalene
Laundries in order to atone for their “sins.”
The last Magdalene Asylum in Ireland
closed in 1996 and only since has the true
horror of conditions in these institutions
begun to emerge. Golden Lion Award, Best
Picture, Venice Film Festival, 2002

Coming Attractions: December 9th –
“Casa de los Babys”

Storytelling
Main Library - Toddler Story Time at 10:00
and 10:30 a.m., at Reed Park, 7th and
Wilshire – 2 year olds with parents, 310-
458-8600.
Fairview Branch – 2101 Ocean Park Blvd
– 310-450-0443. Lap Time – 11:00 a.m.,
New series begins Nov. 4, a six-week
series for babies 0-24 months. 
Cuentos Para Pequenos – 10:00 a.m., New
series begins Nov. 4, a six-week series in
Spanish for children 24-36 months with
adult.
Twilight Story Time -7pm – an ongoing pro-
gram for 3-5 year olds. 
Montana Avenue Branch – 1704 Montana
Ave – 310-829-7081. Family Story Time –
7:00 p.m., all ages.
Ocean Park Branch – 2601 Main St. – 310-
392-3804. Toddler Story Time –  10 and
10:30 am. New series begins Nov. 11 – Dec.
16. Registration required.  Music, rhymes

and stories for 24 – 36 months with adult.

Other
Nature Walk (Children’s Nature
Institute) – December 2 - Frankling
Canyon (Beverly Hills) –10:00am
Reservations required - 310-998-1151 or
www.childrensnatureinstitute.org.

Yoga & Exercise
Yoga Baby (Venice) – 310-306-9381,
Prenatal yoga – 7:00-8:15pm, $13, Mommy
and Me(ages 0-5) – 10-11am, $9 
Yoga Works – 2215 Montana Ave, 310-393-
5150; Pre/postnatal – 12:15 – 1:40 p.m.,
$15.  Mommy and Me – 1:45 – 3:00 p.m.
Mommy Care – 11870 Santa Monica Blvd,
at the Dance Factory, West LA, 310-394-
6711. Pregnancy Exercise – 9:15 – 10:15
a.m.; Post Partum Exercise – 10:15 – 11:15
a.m. (babies welcome, includes baby mas-
sage and workout at the end)
Santa Monica YMCA – 1332 6th St., 310-
393-2721
Pre-natal Water Work – 10 – 11 a.m. and
7:30 – 8:30 p.m.  Free for members.  Non-
members pay $15.00 regular YMCA day fee
or buy a  ten-class card for $70 ($7 per class)

Breastfeeding Group
The Pump Station, 310-826-5774, no pre-
reg required, $10 per class, first class free.
Moms/babies 0-4months, 1:00 – 2:30pm

Other
Magicopolis – 8 p.m., 1418 4th St.,
Admission is $20 Call 310-451-2241 for info.
School Age Stories and Crafts – Montana
Branch Library, 1704 Montana Ave. 3:30
p.m. every other Tuesday, Nov. 11 and 25.
A combination of stories and crafts for 5-9
year olds.

WEDNESDAY
Storytelling
Ocean Park Branch – 2601 Main St. –
310-392-3804. Twilight Story Time – 7:00
to 7:30pm – for parents with 3-5 year olds.
Montana Avenue Branch – 1704 Montana
Avenue – 310-829-7081. Lap Time – 10:00
and 10:30 a.m. – New series begins Nov.
12-Dec. 17 for 0-24 months old, no regis-
tration required.
Toddler Story Time — 11:15 am - New
series begins Nov. 12-Dec. 17 for two year
olds with adult, no registration required.
Fairview Branch – 2101 Ocean Park Blvd
– 310-450-0443. Preschool Story Time –
10:30 a.m., New series begins Nov. 5-Dec.
18, a six- week series for 3-5 year olds.
Barnes and Noble, Westside Pavilion – 2
pm – ages 2-5 – 310-475-4144
Border’s, Westwood – 11am – 310-475-
3444.

Yoga & Exercise
Yoga Baby (Venice) – 310-306-9381,
Prenatal yoga – 11:15 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. $13,
Mommy and Me(ages 0-5) – 10-11am, $9,
Mommy and Me (infants) 1:00 – 2:00 p.m.
Yoga Works – 2215 Montana Ave, 310-
393-5150; Pre/postnatal – 12:15 – 1:45
p.m., $15.

Breastfeeding Group
The Pump Station – 826-5774, no pre-reg
required, $10 per class, first class free.
Moms/babies 0-4 months, 1:00 – 2:30 p.m.

Other
Nature Walk (Children’s Nature
Institute) – December 3 - Griffith Park Bird
Sanctuary  –10:00am. Reservations
required - 310-998-1151 or www.children-
snatureinstitute.org

THURSDAY 
Storytelling
Main Library – Toddler Story Time – 10:00
a.m. - Reed Park, for 2 year olds. Preschool
Story Time – 10:30am – Reed Park. Stories
for ages 3-5.  310-458-8922 for info.
Montana Avenue Branch – 1704 Montana
Ave – 310-829-7081. Toddler Story Time –
10:15 a.m. – Nov. 13 to Dec. 18, for 2 year
olds with adult, no registration required. 
Preschool Story Time – 11:15 a.m., for 3-5
year olds.
Fairview Branch – 2101 Ocean Park Blvd
– 310-450-0443. Toddler Story Time –
10:30 a.m., New series begins Nov. 6 –
Dec. 18. A six- week series for children 24-
36 months. 
La Hora del Cuento – 7:00 p.m. Spanish
stories, songs and rhymes for all ages.
Ocean Park Branch – 2601 Main St. –
310-392-3804. Lap Time – 9:20 and 10:20
a.m – Oct. 23 – Dec. 4 (no class Nov. 27) –
for babies 0-24 months old.

Yoga & Exercise
Yoga Baby (Venice) – 310-306-9381,
Prenatal yoga – 7:00-8:15pm, $13, Mommy
and Me(ages 0-5) – 10-11am, $9 
Yoga Works – 2215 Montana Ave, 310-393-
5150; Pre/postnatal – 12:15 – 1:40 p.m.,
$15.  Mommy and Me – 1:45 – 3:00 p.m.
Mommy Care – 11870 Santa Monica Blvd,
at the Dance Factory, West LA, 310-394-
6711. Pregnancy Exercise – 9:15 – 10:15
a.m.; Post Partum Exercise – 10:15 – 11:15
a.m. (babies welcome, includes baby mas-
sage and workout at the end)
Santa Monica YMCA – 1332 6th St., 310-
393-2721
Pre-natal Water Work – 10 – 11 a.m. and
7:30 – 8:30 p.m.  Free for members.  Non-
members pay $15.00 regular YMCA day fee
or buy a  ten-class card for $70 ($7 per class)

Breastfeeding Group 
The Pump Station, 310-826-5774, no pre-
reg required, $10 per class, first class free.
Moms/babies 4-8 months, 1:00-2:30pm

Other
Nature Walk (Children’s Nature
Institute) – December 4 - Griffith Park Bird
Sanctuary  –10:00am. Reservations
required - 310-998-1151 or www.children-
snatureinstitute.org

FRIDAY
Yoga & Exercise
Yoga Works – 2215 Montana Ave, 310-

393-5150; Pre/postnatal – 12:15 – 1:45
p.m., $15.
Yoga Baby (Venice) – 310-306-9381;
Prenatal yoga – 11:15 a.m. – 12:30 p.m., $13
Mommy and Me (ages 0-5) 10:00 – 11:00
a.m.; Mommy and Me (infants) 1:00 – 2:00
p.m., $9

Other
Merriment on Montana Holiday
Celebration – see Special Events for
details
Magicopolis – 8 p.m., 1418 4th St.,
Admission is $20 Call 310-451-2241 for
info.
Cinderella – thru Dec. 19, 6:00 p.m.
Santa Monica Playhouse, 1211 4th St., 394-
9779, www.santamonicalayhouse.com.
The single most requested of all of the
Santa Monica Playhouse Family Theatre
musicals, Cinderella is a delightfully
romantic, original classic. $12.00 for
adults, $10.00 for ages 12 and under.

SATURDAY
Storytelling
Barnes and Noble, 3rd St. Prom-enade –
Kid’s Story Time – 10am – 310-260-9110
Barnes and Noble, Westside Pavilion –
10:30am – ages 2-5 – 310-475-4144. 

Yoga & Exercise
Yoga Baby (Venice) – 310-306-9381;
Prenatal yoga – 9:15– 10:30 a.m., and
10:45 – noon, $13.
Mommy Care – 11870 Santa Monica Blvd.
at the Dance Factory, West LA, 394-6711;
Pregnancy Exercise – 8:30 – 9:30 a.m.;
Post Partum Exercise – 8:30 – 9:30 a.m.
(babies welcome, includes baby massage
and workout at the end)  

Other
Puppetolio – 1:00 and 3:00pm, 310-656-

0483, 1255 2nd St., ages 3 & up, reserva-
tions suggested
Magicopolis – 2 and 8 p.m., 1418 4th St.,
Admission is $20 for evening, $15 for mati-
nee. Call 310-451-2241 for info.
Alice and the Wonderful Tea Party —
Saturdays and Sundays, Nov. 8 – Dec. 28 at
12:30 and 3:00 p.m. Santa Monica
Playhouse’s Family Theatre presents this
musical matinee based on Lewis Carroll’s
delightful and zany characters.  Ages 2 and
up; $9 and $10. 1211 Fourth St., 394-9779,
ext. 2, www.santamonicaplayhouse.com
Nature Walk (Children’s Nature
Institute) – December 6 - Griffith Park Bird
Sanctuary  –10:00am. Reservations
required - 310-998-1151 or www.children-
snatureinstitute.org

SUNDAY
Main Street Farmer’s Market – 9:30 a.m.
– 1:00 p.m., corner of Main St. and Ocean
Park Blvd.  Pony rides, live music, lots of
vendors and great family socializing.  Visit
with Santa Nov. 30 and Dec. 7, 14 and 21.
Puppetolio – 1:00 and 3:00pm, 310-656-
0483, 1255 2nd St., ages 3 & up, reserva-
tions suggested
Magicopolis – 2 p.m., 1418 4th St.,
Admission is $15. Call 310-451-2241 for info.
Alice and the Wonderful Tea Party —
Saturdays and Sundays, Nov. 8 – Dec. 28 at
12:30 and 3:00 p.m. Santa Monica
Playhouse’s Family Theatre presents this
musical matinee based on Lewis Carroll’s
delightful and zany characters.  Ages 2 and
up; $9 and $10. 1211 Fourth St., 394-9779,
ext. 2, www.santamonicaplayhouse.com
Nature Walk (Children’s Nature
Institute) – December 7 - Griffith Park Bird
Sanctuary  –10:00am. Reservations
required - 310-998-1151 or www.children-
snatureinstitute.org

MONDAY
Storytelling
Barnes and Noble, 3rd St. Prom-enade –
Toddler Story Time – 10am – 310-260-
9110
Main Library – Lap Time at Joslyn Park –
9:30 a.m., September 8 – December 15 (no
program Oct. 6), a series for children 0-24
months old with adult.
Ocean Park Branch – 2601 Main Street,
310-392-3804. Spanish for Little Ones –
11:15 a.m., September 22 – December 15
(no class Nov. 3).  Rhymes, songs and very
simple stories in Spanish for ages 2-5 with
adult.

Breastfeeding Group 
The Pump Station – 310-826-5774, no
pre-reg required, $10 per class, first class
free.  Moms/babies 8-12 months, 10:30
a.m. -noon;  Moms/babies 0-4 months,
1:00 – 2:30 p.m.

Yoga & Exercise
Yoga Works, 2215 Montana Ave, 310-393-
5150 Pre/Postnatal – 12:15 – 1:45pm, $15
Yoga Garden, - Restorative yoga for
pre/postnatal – 6:30 p.m., 310-450-0133.
www.yogagardenstudios.com
Yoga Baby (Venice) – 310-306-9381,
Prenatal yoga – 11:15 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. $13,
Mommy and Me(ages 0-5) – 10-11am, $9,
Mommy and Me (infants) 1:00 – 2:00 p.m.

Other 
Nature Walk (Children’s Nature
Institute) – December 6 - Griffith Park Bird
Sanctuary  –10:00am. Reservations
required - 310-998-1151 or www.children-
snatureinstitute.org
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“Best Framer in Los Angeles”
LA Magazine

Catering to the Interior Design 
and Film Industry

✔ Speedy & professional service
✔ All work done on the premises
✔ Special discounts to the trade

Your family portraits deserve a professional touch.

Universal Art Gallery • 2001 Lincoln Blvd., Venice • phone: (310) 302-8909

Rockers, Custom Furniture,
Cribs, Infant Registry, 

Clothing, Layette, Gifts, Books, 
Toys and More!

1600 Montana Avenue
Santa Monica      

Tel: 310.998.5858
Mon-Sat:  10am-6pm     
Sunday:  12pm-5pm

Complete Baby and  
Children’s Collections

BEST PARENTING
BOOK FOR 2003

“Developing Your Child’s 
Emotional Intelligence; Ten Steps 
To Self Control Before Age 3!”
By M. Altman, Dr. Reyes and A. Bitton

Available at Amazon.com and Barnes & Nobles Bookstores
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BY GARY GENTILE 
AP Business Writer 

LOS ANGELES — Disney Vice chairman Roy E.
Disney has resigned from the media giant's board, report-
edly calling on Chairman Michael Eisner to resign also. 

Disney's resignation may be a pre-emptive move to
avoid being forced off the board of The Walt Disney Co.
The board's governance and nominating committee has
decided not to recommend Disney for another term
because he is over the mandated retirement age of 72, the
company said Sunday. 

The full board is scheduled to meet Monday and Tuesday
in New York and board membership is on the agenda. 

Disney, the nephew of company co-founder Walt
Disney, has been increasingly critical of Eisner's leader-
ship and has called for Eisner's resignation before, a
move that was rejected by the board. 

Disney is the last family member to be active in the
company. He previously resigned from the board in 1984
to launch a stock battle for the company, which was then
headed by Ron Miller, Walt's son-in-law. 

Disney and Stanley Gold, who runs Disney's invest-
ments from a company called Shamrock Holdings, were
instrumental in preventing a hostile takeover of the com-
pany and installing Eisner and Frank Wells to run Disney. 

Gold remains on Disney's board. Wells died in a 1994
helicopter crash. 

The story was first reported in the Wall Street Journal,
which said the 73-year-old Disney sent a scathing three-
page letter to Eisner on Sunday critical of Eisner's lead-
ership over the past seven years. 

“It is my sincere belief that it is you that should be
leaving and not me,” Disney wrote, according to a text of
the letter obtained by the Journal. 

Disney accused Eisner of “muzzling” his voice on the
board, although he praises Eisner and Wells for their first
10 years. 

“Michael, I believe your conduct has resulted from my
clear and unambiguous statements to you and the Board
of Directors that after 19 years at the helm, you are no
longer the best person to run the Walt Disney Company,”
Disney wrote. 

A call to Disney on Sunday was not immediately
returned. 

Disney's letter also blames Eisner for a loss of morale
at the company and for causing a perception that “the
Company is rapacious, soul-less, and always looking for
the 'quick buck' rather than the long-term value which is
leading to a loss of public trust.” 

He also blasts Eisner for the failure to maintain con-
structive relationships with business partners, including
Pixar Animation Studios, which co-produces computer-
animated films with Disney, including the record-break-
ing “Finding Nemo.” 

Former U.S. Sen. George Mitchell, the board's presid-
ing director, issued a statement Sunday regretting
Disney's actions. 

“The Governance and Nominating Committee recent-
ly informed Mr. Disney of its judgment that the manda-
tory age limits of the company's Corporate Governance
Guidelines, which had previously been unanimously
approved by the Board, should be applied to him and two
other Board members, Thomas S. Murphy and Raymond
Watson,” Mitchell said. 

“It is unfortunate that the Committee's judgment to
apply these unanimously adopted governance rules has
become an occasion to raise again criticisms of the direc-
tion of the Company, and calls for change of manage-
ment, that have been previously rejected by the Board.” 

Watson and Murphy were considered Eisner allies, while
Gold, who will remain on the board, is an Eisner critic. 

Eisner is credited with building the company from a
minor maker of mediocre films and proprietor of two
theme parks in 1984 into a media giant that includes five
theme parks around the world, the ABC Television net-
work, the ESPN sports cable channel and one of the high-
est-grossing movie studios. 

But he has been severely criticized for a series of blun-
ders since 1994, which include the paying of a multimil-
lion dollar severance to Michael Ovitz after serving less
than two years as Disney president; the clumsy firing of
former studio chief Jeffrey Katzenberg and the severe
decline in ABC's ratings. 

Eisner has also been criticized for micromanaging the
company and presiding over a “brain drain,” as top exec-
utives have left the company over the past 10 years,
including Katzenberg, Steven Bollenbach, who now
heads the Hilton Corp., and most recently Paul Pressler,
who left last year to head Gap Inc. 

Disney has often called itself a “farm team” that nur-
tures talented executives, some of whom who leave to
run their own companies. 

Disney's stock has fallen from more than $40 per share
in 2000 to under $14 in 2002. The stock has risen nearly
34 percent since the beginning of the year as the compa-
ny's fortunes have gradually improved. 

Disney shares closed at $23.09 at the end of trading
Friday on the New York Stock Exchange. 

In September, 2002, after months of often bitter infight-
ing among board members about the company's declining
fortunes, the board unanimously approved Eisner's plan
for improvement, which included the most drastic changes
in board membership since Eisner became chairman. 

One of the changes included bringing more independ-
ent members to the board, which had long been criticized
for having a too cozy relationship with Eisner. 

Since then, another vocal Eisner critic, Andrea Van de
Kamp, was dropped from the board. 

The two other board members who will not be renom-
inated due to the age limit are 76-year-old Watson and
Murphy, 77.
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ARE YOU
BACKED UP?
IT’S EASY AND WILL SAVE YOU TIME

AND MONEY IN THE LONG RUN.

• Data backup packages start at $50 a month

• Daily and Weekly back ups available

• It’s automatic!

• Recovery assistance available.

Call Zylink at 866.227.9539

Biographical sketch of Roy E. Disney 
By The Associated Press 

Biographical sketch of Roy E. Disney, who resigned
Sunday as vice chairman of The Walt Disney Co. 

■ Born in Los Angeles on Jan. 10, 1930, to Roy O.
Disney and Edna Francis Disney. He is the nephew of
Walt Disney. 

■ Joined the Disney board in 1967 when his father
was chairman. 

■ Formed Shamrock Holdings in 1978 to oversee
his investments, primarily consisting of Disney stock. 

■ Resigned from the board in 1984 to spearhead an
effort to prevent a corporate takeover. He was instru-
mental in bringing Michael Eisner and Frank Wells to
run the company, taking over from Ron Miller, Walt's
son-in-law. 

■ Became chairman of Walt Disney Animation in
1984. 

■ An avid sailor who often participated in offshore
yacht racing, where he holds numerous time records. 

■ Announced earlier this year he would sell much
of his Disney holdings in a complex deal for estate
planning purposes. 

73-year-old Roy Disney resigns from Disney Co. board



BY GINA HOLLAND 
Associated Press Writer 

WASHINGTON — The Supreme Court disappointed
gun owner groups Monday, refusing to consider whether the
Constitution guarantees people a personal right to own a gun. 

The court has never said if the right to “keep and bear
arms”applies to individuals. 

Although the Bush administration has endorsed indi-
vidual gun-ownership rights, it did not encourage the jus-
tices to resolve the issue in this case involving a chal-
lenge of California laws banning high-powered weapons. 

Many other groups wanted the court to take the polit-
ically charged case, including the National Rifle
Association, the Pink Pistols, a group of gay and lesbian
gun owners; the Second Amendment Sisters; Doctors for
Sensible Gun Laws; and Jews for the Preservation of
Firearms Ownership. 

“Citizens need the Second Amendment for protection
of their families, homes and businesses,”lawyer Gary

Gorski of Fair Oaks, Calif., wrote in the appeal filed on
behalf of his rugby teammates and friends. 

The challengers included a police SWAT officer, a Purple
Heart recipient, a former Marine sniper, a parole officer, a
stockbroker and others with varied political views. 

Timothy Rieger, California's deputy attorney general,
said the case involved regulations on “rapid-fire rifles
and pistols that have been used on California's school
grounds to kill children.”

The Second Amendment says, “A well regulated mili-
tia being necessary to the security of a free state, the right
of the people to keep and bear arms shall not be
infringed.”

A panel of the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals said
the amendment's intent was to protect gun rights of mili-
tias, not individuals. A more conservative appeals court
in New Orleans has ruled that individuals have a consti-
tutional right to guns. 

Justices refused without comment to review the 9th
Circuit decision. 

One 9th Circuit judge, Alex Kozinski, said the panel
was off-base and its “labored effort to smother the
Second Amendment by sheer body weight has all the
grace of a sumo wrestler trying to kill a rattlesnake by sit-
ting on it _ and is just as likely to succeed.”He and some
other judges had wanted to reverse the decision. 

The decision was written by Judge Stephen Reinhardt,
who said the Supreme Court's guidance on the meaning
of the right to bear arms was “not entirely illuminating.”

In 2002, the Bush administration told the Supreme
Court in another case that it believed the Constitution
protects an individual's right to possess guns. The
announcement reversed the government's long-standing
interpretation of the Second Amendment. Even then,
Justice Department lawyers said the high court need not
test the principle. 

Gorski said he was surprised by the court's action
Monday. “I guess the Supreme Court thinks it's accept-
able to deprive 20 percent of the people of a major con-
stitutional right,”he said. 

NATIONAL
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Your guest rooms for the holidays

1415 Ocean Avenue

Santa Monica, CA

Telephone 310.883.6244

\sales@gerogianhotel.com 

www.georgianhotel.com

NOVEMBER 19-30

&

DECEMBER 1 – DECEMBER 30, 2003!!

Big discounts available for group

bookings!

Hot Rates!

BUY 3 GET ONE FREE!

$199/night for suites includes parking.  

From now until February 1, 2004

High court lets 9th Circuit gun-rights decision stand 

BY JULIA SILVERMAN 
Associated Press Writer 

PORTLAND, Ore. — The lone woman among the
group of Portland-area Muslims who tried to ally them-
selves with the Taliban was sentenced Monday to three
years in prison. 

October Martinique Lewis, 26, appeared in court
flanked by her lawyers and dressed in the traditional
female garb for Muslims that covers all of a woman
except her face. 

She was convicted of wiring money to her husband
and a group of men who tried to cross the Afghanistan
border in 2001 to aid the Taliban in their fight against
U.S. soldiers. 

“My heart never internalized a hurt so bad that tears
are insufficient to explain how it feels to be called a ter-
rorist by my fellow Americans,” Lewis said. “Even so, I
refuse to be bitter. Love and peace remain unyielding in
my heart.” 

U.S. Attorney Charles Gorder said the agreed-upon
sentence reflected Lewis' cooperation in the case, and
would also send a message that, “it is not appropriate to
send funds to people engaged in illegal acts.” 

The hearing was markedly different in tone from last
week's sentencing for Lewis's former husband, Jeffrey
Leon Battle, and another of the men, Patrice Lumumba
Ford. Both Ford and Battle pleaded guilty to one count
of conspiracy to levy war against the United States, and
were sentenced to 18 years in prison. 

At that hearing, Ford delivered an impassioned
denunciation of the Bush administration's Middle
Eastern policies, while Battle sang a song of freedom he
had written while in prison. 

By contrast, Lewis was gently questioned by Judge
Robert Jones, who asked about the traditional role of
women in Muslim society. 

“A Muslim man does not tell his wife everything,”
Lewis told the judge. “A man's business is his business.
A lot of times he will not comment to his wife about what
he is going to do.” 

Lewis also told the court that Battle had taken a sec-
ond wife while traveling in Bangladesh, that the two are
now divorced under both civil and Islamic laws, and that
she herself came from a family with a proud U.S. mili-
tary background. 

And she assured the judge that she had never heard
any Muslim clerics in the Portland area advocate that
Muslim men should fight against the United States. 

Jones ordered Lewis to surrender to the U.S. marshal's
office in Portland on Jan. 15, saying that she was not
considered a flight risk or a danger to others. 

Four other men accused of conspiring to travel to
Afghanistan to fight in 2001 have pleaded guilty, and a
fifth, accused ringleader Habis Abdulla al Saoub, 37, was
killed in a shootout in Pakistan, according to the U.S.
government. 

Woman sentenced
to three years in
Taliban terror trial
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COMICS

Reality Check®

By Dave Whammond
Speed Bump®

By Dave Coverly

Natural Selection®

By Russ Wallace

MAXIMUM FAMILY CARE IN ONE LOCATION

Chiropractic &

310-449-1222
2222 Santa Monica Blvd.• Ste. 203 • Santa Monica, CA 90404

Victoria D. Lucas
D.C., LAc. QME

Vita Wellness

AccupunctureWhere the “locals”meet and the “fun loving”tourists always return!

1615 Ocean Front, Santa Monica (310) 393-2666
At Santa Monica Beach in front of the historic merry-go round, just

below & southeast of the pier. This location has been here since 1902

SUN • FUN • GREAT FOOD
BEER • WINE • MUSIC

SPORTS TV • 2 OUTDOOR PATIOS
SMOKING ALLOWED

REASONABLE PRICES! CHILDREN WELCOME!

“WORLD FAMOUS”
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Santa Monica Daily Press

$3
50

per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.  

Call 310-458-7737 and promote your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 15,000.

CCLLAASSSSIIFFIIEEDDSS

Employment
$3 - 5K per week income poten-
tial work from home, NOT MLM.
(800)570-3782 Ext. 4020.

2 POSITIONS: Dental Assistant 
Santa Monica x-ray license.
RDA preferred call (310)395-
1261 or fax/resume (310)395-
6645.

AUTO SALES
WE ARE LOOKING FOR A 

MOTIVATED SALESPERSON 
TO JOIN OUR TEAM OF CAR 
SALES PROFESSIONALS. IF 
YOU CAN SELL, CALL THE 
SALES MANAGER FOR IN-
TERVIEW AT (310)451-1588.

SANTA MONICA FORD

BEAUTY STYLIST’S for new 
Fantastic Sams Salon in Santa 
Monica. Guarantee 9/hr and up.
(310)890-1222

EXPERIENCED TELEMARK-
ETERS only. Needed to set ap-
pointments for salvage pick-up 
non-profit organization. Work 
from home. $400/wk. potential 
call Manny (310)753-4909.

FIGURE MODEL wanted. Fit fe-
male model wanted for figure 
drawing by artist. No experi-
ence necessary. Call (818)501-
0266

HIRING P/T File Clerk & F/T 
Receptionist for medical office 
in Pacific Palisades. Call Kathy 
(310)459-4333   Fax/resume 
(310)454-4707

JACK OF all trade. Knowledge 
of plumbing, carpentry, electri-
cal, concrete helpful. P/t, f/t call 
(310)258-9030.

LEARN HOW to get radio air-
play! “Internship.” (818)-905-
8038. Ext.14

PART -TIME Cashier for a 
Hardware store, experience 
necessary. Call (310)395-
1158.

For Sale
ALL STORE fixtures for sale.
Bel Mondo going out of biz, 
1413 Montana Ave. (310)394-
7272.

Furniture
2 BEDROOM apartment furni-
ture for sale . For complete de-
scription & details. Call Paul 
Lorda (310)395-2558 or 
(310)804-0810.

7 PIECE Bedroom Set. All 
brand new! Wood sleigh bed, 
mattress set, nightstand, and 
more. Moving and must sell! 
List $2500. Giveaway $795.
(310)350-3814.

CHERRY SLEIGH Bed. Solid 
wood. Still in box. List $795.
Sacrifice $295. (310)350-3814

ITALIAN HOME & 
GARDEN FURNISHINGS

Mid-Century Venetian Glass
Tuscan Ceramics • Deruta Dinnerware

Florentine Leather • Chandeliers
Antique Linens • Jewelry

702 MONTANA AVENUE IN SANTA MONICA

(310) 394-0989
www.PonteV.com

ITALIAN LEATHER Sofa & 
Loveseat Brand new, still in 
crate from designer home 
show. List $3000. Sacrifice 
$995. Must sell! Will deliver! 
(310)350-3814.

QUEEN ORTHO Mattress Set.
New, still in plastic w/warranty.
Must sell. $125 (310)350-3814.

Furniture
KING DOUBLE Pillowtop Mat-
tress Set. Brand new, brand 
name. Must sell! List $895. Sac-
rifice $295. (310)350-3814

OFFICE FURNITURE: solid 12 
ft. conference table + 10 chairs 
$2000, 2 desks w/locked draw-
ers + reclining chairs $200/each 
+ miscellaneous items. Dennis 
(310)656-8777.

QUEEN DOUBLE Pillowtop 
Mattress Set. Plush, name 
brand, still in plastic. Warranty.
Was $595. Sacrifice $175.
(310)350-3814.

Vehicles for sale

1230 Santa Monica Blvd.
310-451-1588

’01 Ford Expedition

Call for price, silver, loaded 

& more! (vin#UBR772)

’00 Ford Explorer

$12,995 (ID#B30956)

’98 Lincoln Continental

$12,995 LOADED!

CLEAN! (ID#B626495)

’01 Ford Expedition XLT

$26,995 SHARP!

EXTRA CLEAN! (ID#I93078)

’97 Ford Explorer

$8,995 (ID#A41915)

OF SANTA MONICA

ML 430 MERCEDES. 3 years 
old. Excellent Condition.
38,000 mi, fully loaded, GPS, 
6-cd. Leather, moon-roof plus 
more! $25,900 or BO (310)459-
9196

Vehicles for sale

’01 FORD CONTOUR SE
VIN 104622 $6,995 Good
Commuter Car, Low Miles,

Low Emission. Vehicle runs on
Natural gas or Unleaded.

97 GMC SONOMA 
pick/up VIN 521973 50K 

bed liner $5995

94 DODGE CARAVAN 
VIN 635648 7 passenger V6

$3995

94 PLYMOUTH ACCLAIM
xlnt cond. 2 dr, H/back. Tiel
98k mi. Cln & shiny.$1695

92 FORD TAURUS 
4DR VIN 112783 

One Owner $4995

93 TOYOTA PREVIA 
Mini Van VIN 112783 

One owner $4995

85 PLMOUTH HORIZON
VIN 208202 $1995 1 owner

good transportation

70 BUICK RIVIERA 
VIN 925668 Classic $6500

65 VW BUG 
VIN 260574 $5495

Claude Short
Auto Sales Dealer

2501 Lincoln Blvd.
in Venice

(310) 395-3712

Vehicles for sale

1401 Santa Monica Blvd.
310-394-1888
infinitiofsantamonica.com 

✯’00 BMW X5 4.4i✯
Sport Pkg! V8, Loaded, Low

Mileage! BEAUTIFUL! (H02400)

✯’02 Infiniti Q45 Navi✯
THE EXECUTIVE RIDE!
All Loaded, Low Miles

(v002529) 3 More Available

✯’03 Infiniti G35 Sedan✯
DVD Navi, Prem whis, Loaded

(v006982)

✯’01 Ford Mustang✯

CONVERTIBLE! Automatic 
2D, Leather, (8837P)

✯’02 Audi A8L✯
FULLY LOADED! Premium Whls.
Bose Premium Sound (001079)

✯’02 Honda S2000✯
4-Cyl. 2.0L VTEC, Leather,
6-Speed, Manuel (8767P)

✯’02 Lexus IS300✯
Sport Cross, LOADED! Prem
Wheels, Leather (043651)

✯’00 Volvo V70 XC AWD✯

SE Wagon
2.4L Turbo, Moon, alloys

VALUE PRICED! (v707506)

of Santa Monica

Vehicles for sale

1100 Santa Monica Blvd

(310) 319-1661
LAcarGUY.com

LEXUS/VOLKSWAGEN
OF SANTA MONICA

PRE-OWNED CENTER

2003 INFINITI G35
COUPE 2D

V6, Automatic, Leather,
Moon Roof (206812)

2002 LEXUS IS 300
SPORT CROSS

4D, Hatchback, Moon, Rear
Spoiler, Lthr (042025)

2002 TOYOTA ECHO
2D Coupe, 5-Speed

(206328)

2000 LEXUS RX 300
4D Sport Utility, Automatic,
Moon, Roof Rack (146978)

2000 VOLKSWAGEN
JETTA GLS

4D Sedan, Automatic,
Moon Roof (089016)

1999 LEXUS LX 470
4D Sport Utility, Automatic,

Leather, Moon (075956)

832 Santa Monica Blvd.

800-944-4157
LAcarGUY.com

2001 TOYOTA
AVALON

TOYOTA CERTIFIED
Leather, Moonroof 

& Much More
(X14152527)

2001 TOYOTA
4RUNNER

TOYOTA CERTIFIED
12K miles (20258224)

2001 SIENNA XLE
TOYOTA CERTIFIED
Lthr, Fully Equipped

(24483153)

2002 BMW 325i
10K Miles, Like New

(2NJ21495)

2002 TOYOTA
SEQUOIA

TOYOTA CERTIFIED
Limited, Super Clean

(2S090449)

2001 TOYOTA
PRIUS

TOYOTA CERTIFIED
Rare Find (10036045)

Instruction

DRUM LESSONS in your 
home! Great w/children & be-
ginners, first lesson FREE! Call 
Tom (310)422-2699.

Wanted

DO YOU HAVE SERIOUS 
ACNE?

Patients will be paid $500.00 
for

6 visits over 6 months.
Looking for women between 
the ages of 14-45 with seri-
ous acne who could partici-
pate in an FDA clinical study.

Women cannot be on 
accutane or Retin-A.

All medication,
physicals and visits are 

Free. No insurance is neces-
sary and all is confidential.

Interested participants 
should contact Christine 

@(323)937-7811

SINGLE ENCLOSED garage 
wanted in Santa Monica area 
call Jim. (310)226-6102.

Vehicles for sale

Wanted

YOUR AD
HERE

ADVERTISE!!!

Santa Monica Daily
Press Classifieds

310.458.7737 
Ask for Mitch



CLASSIFIEDS
Page 14 ❑ Tuesday, December 2, 2003 ❑ Santa Monica Daily Press

Century West Properties
Exceptional Westside Rentals

LEASING CENTER
1437 SEVENTH STREET, SUITE 200
SANTA MONICA

Complementary Rental List  &
Leasing  Consultation
Walk-ins Welcome 10am – 6pm Daily
(310) 899-9580

For Rent
GEORGETOWN LAKE MT De-
luxe 4 bdrm overlooking pristine 
mountain lake. Blue ribbon 
fishery. Minutes from Jack Nick-
laus golf course. Hike, boat, 
swim, horseback ride. Wildlife 
galore. Stunning sunset views.
$1200 per week. (310) 899-
3777

For Rent
3RD STREET PROMENADE 
Apts. Ocean views, remodeled 
units 1+1, $1500-$2000, 2+2 
$2100-$2500. 1453 3rd Street.
MOVE IN SPECIALS! 
(310)862-1000.

501 N. Venice single. Stove, re-
frigerator, carpet, utilities includ-
ed, laundry, parking, no pets.
$850/mo. (310)574-6767.

NEW  STUDIO Apartments 
available. $1075-$1345. Six 
blocks to beach. Promenade 
area!  (310)656-0311                    

PACIFIC PALISADES
$1100- $1450

1 Bdrm. and Single Gorgeous, 
newly remodeled,new tile, 

pool,some views, walk to vil-
lage.

974 Haverford
(310)454-8837

PACIFIC PALISADES:
$1450

gorgeous 1 bdrm, newly 
remodeled, pool,some views, 

walk to village.
974 Haverford 310-454-8837

PALM SPRINGS Condo. Mes-
quite Country Club, great loca-
tion overlooking fairway & 
mountains. Convenient to down 
town. Sleeps 2-6. 2BDRM/2BA, 
swimming pool, washer/dryer, 
fully furnished. Walk-in & enjoy.
Seasonable rates  $550-
$700/wk & $1500-$2300/mo 
Contact David @ (805)565-
0496   Dec, Jan & May. Still 
Available.

S.M. $1725.00 On 18th near 
SM Blvd. 2bdrm, 1.5ba. Town-
house. Intercome entry, Appli-
ances, wetbar, fireplace, private 
patio, 2-car garage. Info:
(310)828-4481.

For Rent
SANTA MONICA $1100/mo 
1BDRM + den, gas paid, appli-
ances, NO pets, parking. 2535 
Kansas Ave., #105  Santa Mon-
ica, CA 90424. Manager in 
#101

SANTA MONICA
$1195 & UP

Newley renovated bachelor.
Hardwood, large balconies
w/ocean views. Microwave &
refridgerator. Across from
the beach.

Open House 
daily 11-5pm

2121 OCEAN AVE.
310-899-9580

SANTA MONICA 1318 Euclid 
#1, 1 bdrm, 1 bath, private pa-
tio, pets negotiable, $1195/mo.
Open House Saturday and Sun-
day 10-1pm. (310)395-1495.

SANTA MONICA 1350 11th 
Street unit A/D $1450/mo. $200 
off move-in. Stove, carpet, 
blinds, balcony, laundry, no 
pets. (310)393-6322.

SANTA MONICA 2 bdrm 1 
bath, no pets. 2301 Ocean Park 
Blvd. #4 $1495/mp. (310)372-
4374.

SANTA MONICA Nortth of Wil-
shire. Prime location, upper 1 
bdrm, 1 bath. Private deck, 
breakfast nook, hardwood 
floors, paid utilities, backyard.
$1295/mo. Open house Satur-
day and Sunday 10-1pm 
(310)395-1495.

SANTA MONICA: $1100, 
2+1,lower, patio, new paint, qui-
et building, month to month.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA: $575, bache-
lor, upper, carpet, laundry, utilit-
ies included, nice location.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA: $800, studio, 
carpet, large closets, laundry, 
quiet, blinds, nice location.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

For Rent
SANTA MONICA: $895, 1+1, 
lower, carpet, laundry, new 
paint, blinds, parking included.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

VENICE BEACH
$1295 & UP
GRAND OPENING

Historic craftsman style bldg.
Newly remodeled, 1 bedroom,
1 bath. Step to the sand!
Wood floors, tiled kitchen

Open House 
daily 12-5pm

20 BROOKS
310-899-9580

WLA $1285 spacious 2 bdrm. 1 
3/4 bath. Near Bundy/SM Blvd.
Large closets, fireplace & park-
ing. Small building. (310)828-
4481.

Houses For Rent
SANTA MONICA: $1295, tri-
plex, 1+1, r/s, carpet, yard, re-
modeled kitchen, utilities includ-
ed.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA: $1500, tri-
plex, 2+1, lower, pet ok, r/s, 
hardwood floors, laundry, quiet.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA: $995, guest 
house, pet ok, r/s, laundry, 
parking included, near SMC.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

Roommates
FREE RUN ANY AD FREE

WITH 
WESTSIDERENTALS.COM

(310)395-7368

SANTA MONICA: $500, shared 
condo, prvt room, r/s, near 
SMC, gated parking, utilities in-
cluded.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA: $595, shared 
duplex, prvt. room, pet ok,laun-
dry, private entry, near SMC.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

Commercial Lease
MDR ADJ: 2 offices in newer 
building 389 sq. ft. $550, 621 
sq. ft. $800. (310)390-7487.

SM/OCEAN PARK: room avail-
able in well located Chiropractic
& Acupuncture office 3 days 
per/wk $500/mo. Jasmine 
(310)392-9596.

Commercial Lease

SANTA MONICA
OFFICES

310.395.4620
$1450.00 AND UP..

• CHARMING MEDITERRANEAN STYLE
• NEAR PROMENADE - WINDOWS OPEN
• GARDEN COURTYARD BUILDING
• TELEPHONE SYSTEM INCLUDED
• NEW PAINT AND CARPET
• FURNISHED AVAILABLE
• SHORT OR LONG TERM
• PARKING INCLUDED
• 2 TO 4 ROOMS
• AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY

CONGENIAL SANTA Monica 
Law Firm has 2 window offices.
All amenities including Law Li-
brary & conference room. Offi-
ces also available individually.
Contact Jan (310)829-6063 
ext.17.

LINCOLN & ARIZONA. Ground 
floor office T-1 DSL, carpet, util-
ities, cleaning , share restroom 
with other Christian women, 
$700/mo  Call weekends 
(310)428-3988

MDR SHARE space. New suite, 
4 space in small Law Firm. Law 
Library, Conference Room, Re-
ceptionist, Copier, DSL, Parking 
Available, 90 Freeway close.
Starting at $750. (310)553-
0756.

Specializing

in Leasing 

& Selling

Office &

Industrial

Buildings
Christina S. Porter
Senior Associate

310-440-8500 x.104

SANTA MONICA retail store for 
lease. 1740 Ocean Park Blvd.
Approx. 600 sq/ft. remodeled, 
skylights, finished concrete 
floors, a/c. Good for clothing, art 
or books. $1500/mo. (310)753-
2621.

WESTWOOD OFFICE space in 
prime location near Wilshire.
Approx. 400 sq/ft very nice, 
clean, 2 rooms & bathroom.
Parking available at Border’s 
$590/mo. (310)477-6835.

Real Estate

AFFORDABLE HOUSING
Open Community Corporation 
of Santa Monica announces the 
opening of the 2004 Marketing 
List. To be considered you 
must pick up an appointment 
card at 1423 2nd St., #B  Santa 
Monica, between December 15 
and January 13. EOH 8:00am-
3:00pm  Mon-Thurs.

Real Estate

AGAPE ESTATES
Pride of Ownership

Homes and Units
Realtor and Developer

Call Today
310-745-4847
Buy or Sell Tomorrow

Real Estate Wanted
MOTIVATED BUYER: I buy 
houses, any area, any price, 
any condition .
Call (310)422-4933 .

Massage
BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal 
your body, mind, spirit. Thera-
peutic, Swedish, Deep-tissue.
Energy balancing. Strictly non-
sexual. Introductory specials 
from $50.00/1hr. Lynda, L.M.T.
(310)749-0621

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong 
and tender relaxing bodywork 
by mature European. Professio-
nal Lady Sonja (310)397-0433.

FULL BODY massage by sen-
sual, green-eyed young lady, 
5’2, natural & fit. Fun and Posi-
tive. Serious inquiries only 
(in/out) Zoey (310)339-6709.

OCEAN THERAPY: nice relax-
ing massage Spanish & Asian 
Staff (310)899-3709.

OLIVIA FULL body massage.
Smooth, thorough, divinely re-
laxing by beautiful, mature 
woman. Professional & licensed 
$120/hr. $80/ 1/2  hr. (310)915-
5519.

REVITALIZE & Rejuvenate.
Body, Mind & Spirit with a ther-
apeutic Swedish/Deep-tissue 
massage. Laura (310)394-2923  
(310)569-0883.

STRONG & SOOTHING Deep-
Tissue Therapy. Intro:
$35/70min. Non-sexual. Will al-
so trade. Paul: (310)741-1901.

SWEDISH 
MASSAGE

I AM A MASSAGE  
STUDENT NEEDING 

CLINICAL HOURS FOR 
MY

CERTIFICATION.
NO CHARGE! 

DONATIONS ACCEPTED!
FOR MORE INFO CALL
JORGE HERNANDEZ
HOME (310)391-0630
CELL (805)455-4739.

Massage

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE,
Swedish, Accupressure, 
Deep-tissue, Sports Mas-
sage, Reflexology. For apt 
call Tracy at (310)435-0657.

Announcements
COME SUPPORT Daybreak 
Designs, a grass-roots business 
venture for women in transition.
Quality handmade arts in time 
for the holidays. Daybreak Shel-
ter, Friday December 5th, 11-7 
and Saturday December 6  9-3.
1610 7th Street/Colorado.
(310)450-0650.

Business Opps
ABSOLUTE GOLDMINE! 60 
Vending machines with excel-
lent locations all for $10,995.
(800)234-6982.

LOCAL VENDING route 60 ma-
chines. Locations  included, all 
for $10.995. (800)509-7909.

Fitness

in Santa Monica

1335 B 4th St.
310-917-1371

The Power to Amaze Yourself.™

GET 50% OFF THE
SERVICE FEE

Offer valid 7/15/03 thru 11/30/03
*Based on first visit enrollment, minimum. 12 months c.d. 

program. Service fee paid at time of enrollment. 
Not valid with any other offer.

Have Fun Getting
FIT By the BEACH

Inquire About Our Way to
Wellness Program! Exercise,

Eating & Stress Management … 
All In One Great Program!

Located at the Loews
Santa Monica Beach Hotel

310-842-5657
www.globalfitnesssolutionsonline.com

Feel Better…Lose Weight…Improve your Health!

TAI CHI/I-CHIUNG classes in 
Santa Monica call for info.
(626)429-6360.

Personals

❤❤
Talk to a Model 24hrs.

310-786-8400
818-264-1906
213-259-1902
949-722-2222
$15/15 min.

CC/Check OK
www.USLove.com

WELCOME TO THE WORLD!

The Santa Monica Daily Press 
is now running birth 

announcements every Tuesday.
Call Elise DeFord at 

310-458-PRESS (7737) x 101 for details.

Announce the
arrival of your 
newest family 

member.
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DENTAL
EMERGENCY?

UCLA Parkside Medical

2428 SANTA MONICA BLVD., SUITE 303 • SANTA MONICA

• Evening hours + emergency services
• Root Canals, Crowns, Veneers
• 20+ years of experience
• UCLA Graduate
• Most insurances accepted
• Cosmetic Dentistry

Dr. David Taft, DDS

310-315-3676

PPrroommoottee  yyoouurr    bbuussiinneessss  iinn  tthhee  SSaannttaa  MMoonniiccaa

Services
A1 CONSTRUCTION, framing, 
drywall, electrical. 30 years in 
this area. Free estimate.
(310)475-0497 or (310)415-
7134.

B.C. HAULING clean-up; all 
types big truck; hydrolic liftgate 
-small truck. No Saturdays.
(310)714-1838.

BEST MOVERS
No job too small

2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ.

Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193

NBM CONSTRUCTION
Room Additions, Remodel,

Electric, Plumbing, Carpentry
(888) 420-5866 

Lic#745354

SEX THERAPY Enhance re-
lationships, intimacy & de-
sire. Surrogates & Training 
available. AASECT Cert.
Bryce Britton, MS (310)450-
5553

Services

COPPER REPIPE SPECIALIST
LOW WATER PRESSURE? RUSTY

UNSAFE WATER? GETTING SCALDED?
We specialize in Copper Repipe of 

private homes & apartments. Call us!
Senior Citizen Discount

FREE Estimates

1-877-379-9455
SOL’S PLUMBING

AMERICAN
EXPRESS

FREE
WATER HEATER

Lic#767143 Bonded & Ins.
ALL WORK IS GUARANTEED

ALWAYS A CLEAN QUALITY JOB!

DISCOUNT GRANITE COUN-
TER TOPS $199-$200, 26 1/2”
x 96”. Great colors, same cost 
as tile. (310)985-1285.

When You Get Ready to Fix Up, Call Us!

NED PARKER 
CONSTRUCTION

Bonded & Insured • Lic#658-486
PAINTING • CARPENTRY • ROOFING

CONCRETE • ELECTRICAL

323.871.8869
“JENNY CAN CLEAN-IT”
fast, reliable. We take care of 
your cleaning, own transporta-
tion. $40 (818)705-0297.

Services

GET ORGANIZED!
for filing system set-ups,

unpacking from a major move,
uncluttering closets and 

other homes/office paper 
management problems, etc.

HIRE A PROFESSIONAL 
ORGANIZER!

Call Christine Cohen:
310-274-4988

Member: National Association of Professional Organizers

HEAD SHOTS. Price includes 
shoot fee, contact sheets, nega-
tives & expenses. $250.
www.randphoto.net (310)395-
0147.

HOME THEATER AND MUSIC:
system design, installing and 
troubleshooting. 16 years expe-
rience with audio/video sys-
tems, satellite, cable, telephone 
and computer networks.
(310)450-6540.

PAINTER/DESIGNER CHIL-
DREN’S ROOM, COMMER-
CIAL & RESIDENTIAL. Also art 
instruction. Ted. (310)936-5129.

Services
MARCO TELECOM: Phone 
jacks, installation & repair. Re-
wiring phone line, splitting busi-
ness. (310)301-1926, pager:
(310)351-7673.

NOTICE TO
READERS:

California  law requires that 
contractors taking jobs that
total $500 or more (labor or 

materials) be licensed by the 
Contractors State License 

Board. State law also requires 
that contractors include their

license number on all 
advertising.You can check the 

status of your licensed 
contractor at www.cslb.ca.gov 
or 800-321-CSLB. Unlicensed 

contractors taking jobs that
total less than $500 must state

in their advertisements that 
they are not licensed by the 
Contractors State License 

Board.

PICTURE FRAMES custom 
made by professional (310)980-
2674.

Services
PAINTING TOP QUALITY Li-
censed. A&A custom. Interior 
And Exterior . Free Quote.
(310)463-5670 .

SMART CLEANING for all your 
cleaning needs. Top quality 
products. Residential & com-
mercial. (310)676-1456.

SUPERIOR PAINTING/WALL-
PAPERING FREE ESTIMATE.

INSURED/BONDED 
LIC#426413 25/YRS EXPERI-
ENCE. LOW PRICES. HIGH 

QUALITY. HOLIDAY
SPECIALS (310)398-6060.

TOWN & Country Builder. Ma-
sonry work, concrete, drive-
ways, brick, stone wall, patio, 
tile. State/Lic. 441191 (310)578-
7108.

WALLPAPER REMOVAL &
INSTALLATION

wall texture/ painting Glenn’s 
Wallpaper Service. Get Ready 

For The Holidays 
(310)686-8505.

Business Services

HOW can you get the power 
of email working for your 
business?

Great Big Noise
www.greatbignoise.com

Computer Services

COMPUTER HELP: Your office 
or home. Typing, tutorial, Micro-
soft Word, Excel, Access, inter-
net navigation, software instal-
lation. Also, notary public serv-
ices. (310)207-3366

LA TECHNICAL SERVICE spe-
cializing in wired/wireless net-
works, software, hardware, 
websites, training, courseware 
& relational databases 10% off 
for new customer (310)948-
3014.

MAC & PC repairs tutoring, 
software & hardware wireless 
networking. Upgrade, phone (in 
house)support.
www.concepts.org 
(310)902-6001

Now offering obituary listings.
For more details call the Daily Press.

310.458.7737 ext. 111

Pay tribute
to a

loved one.

Classified Advertising Conditions :REGULAR RATE: 2.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20 per word per day. Ad must run a minimum of twelve
consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra. Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your
ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once. DEADLINES: 4:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except
for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 4:00 p.m. PAYMENT: All private party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course
cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310)458-7737; send a check or money order with ad
copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press, P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406 or stop in at our office located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Ste. 202.
OTHER  RATES: For information about the professional services directory or classified display ads, please call our office at (310)458-7737.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2003
EVENTSEVENTS
Write Away
Open to witers who are looking to share their work,
receive feedback, and write new pieces. The group
meets weekly and welcomes published writers, students,
and those who simply enjoy to write. 12 p.m. to 3:00p.m.
Fairview Library   (310) 450-0443
2601 Ocean Park Blvd.

Girl Talk
The Girl Talk group, a monthly group for girls, grades six
and up, will meet from 4:45 p.m. to 5:45 p.m. to discuss
esteem building other issues. There will also be activities.
For more information, call Nia at (310) 458-8688.
Participation in the group is free.
Fairview Branch, 2101 Ocean Park Blvd.

CULCULTURETURE
Snowhite
The Santa Monica Playhouse presents the musical,
Snowhite, based on the classic European fairytale. Written
and directed by Chris DeCarlo & Evelyn Rudie. There are
Saturday and Sunday showings at 12:30 p.m. and 3 p.m.
through Feb. 29. Tickets cost $10 for kids 12 and under,
and $12 for adults. Santa Monica Playhouse
1211 Fourth St.

A Winter’s Tale
The Morgan-Wixson Theatre presents a musical based on

Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Tale. Directed by Anne
Gesling. There will be a showing on Saturday and Sunday
at 2 p.m. For reservations or more information, call (310)
828-7519. Morgan-Wixson Theatre, 2627 Pico Blvd

I Went to Clown College...Cirque de Commedia
Santa Monica College presents “I Went to Clown
College...Cirque de Commedia,” a comedy by Terrin Adair-
Lynch featuring all the laughs from the regular Commedia
characters. There will be humorous planned senarios as
well as improvisational acts – making each showing differ-
ent from the last. This preview night event begins at 7:30
p.m. and costs $5. For reservations or more information,
call (310) 434-3000.

Cinderella
The Santa Monica Playhouse presents Chris Decarlo &
Evelyn Rudie’s version of the romantic musical classic,
Cinderella, as part of their Fall Twilight Series. The per-
formance begins at 6 p.m. and will be shown every Friday
until Dec. 21. Tickets for kids 12 and under cost $10 and
$12 for adults. For more information or reservations, call
(310) 394-9779, ext. 1.
Santa Monica Playhouse, 1211 Fourth Street

Puppetolio!
Watch a puppet show at the Santa Monica Puppet and
Magic Center. This is a great place to take the kids and to
unwind after a long day. Saturday and Sunday at 1 p.m.
1255 2nd St., (310) 656-0483

A Cabaret and “Out Loud”
David Rasche performs a cabaret and "Out Loud,” a
Comedic Piece at the Edgemar Center for the Arts.
Tickets cost $20 and the performance will begin Saturday
at 9 p.m. For more information, call (310) 392-7327.
Edgemar Center for the Arts, 2437 Main Street
Admission: $20

ENTERENTERTTAINMENT AINMENT 
Temple Bar
Here visitors can enjoy concoctions like White Chocolate
Martinis, a Gingirtini or a Razzmatazz. Those who are
really hungry can enjoy a Chicken Tamale Plate with Fried
Plantains. Temple Bar even offers vegetarian options like
veggie eggrolls and burgers. But no good bar would be
complete without live music. Tonight the Temple Bar fea-
tures the following: Dionysus at 8:30 p.m., Mavis at 9:45
p.m., and Soul Flower at 11 p.m. $5.
1026 Wilshire blvd., (310) 393-6611

14 Below
An intimate and well-equipped club that is leading the
Westside music scene with live performances seven nights a
week. Tonight 14 Below features the following: The White
Sundays at 8:30 p.m., The Bachelorette at 9:30 p.m., and
Blackwish at 10:30 p.m.
1348 14th St., (310) 451-5040

SANTA MONICA SCENE °CALENDAR EDITION  M O V I E  °G U I D E
LAEMMLE’S MONICA 4-PLEX 
1332 2nd Street 

The Cooler – 12, 2:30, 5, 7:30, 10 p.m.

In America – 12:15, 2:45, 5:15, 7:45, 10:15 p.m.

Lost in Translation –  2:30, 7:30, 10 p.m.

Shattered Glass R – 12:15, 2:40, 3:40, 5:05, 7:30, 9:55 p.m.

The Street Sweeper – 12, 5 p.m.

The Station Agent R — 1, 3:15, 5:30, 7:45, 10 p.m.

LANDMARK NU-WILSHIRE
1314 Wilshire Blvd 

21 Grams R –  4, 7, 10 p.m.

Pieces of April PG-13 – 4:45, 7:30, 10 p.m.

LOEWS CINEPLEX BROADWAY CINEMAS
1441 Third Street Promenade 

Kill Bill: Volume 1 R – 11:15 a.m., 1:40, 4:10, 6:40, 9:15 p.m.

Love Actually R — 11:30 a.m., 12:30, 2:45, 3:45, 6:15, 7, 9:30, 10:15

p.m.

Mystic River R – 12:45 p.m., 3:50, 7:15, 10:20 p.m.

AMC SANTA MONICA 7
1310 Third Street Promenade 

Bad Santa –12:50, 3, 5:20, 7:40, 10 p.m.

Brother Bear PG – 1:25, 4:35, 7 p.m.

Dr. Seuss’The Cat in the Hat – 12:40, 2:40, 4:50, 7:10, 9:25 p.m.

Elf PG – 1:35, 4:15, 7:15, 9:40 p.m.

The Cat in the Hat – 10:45 a.m., 1, 3:20, 5:30, 7:50, 10:10 p.m.

Gothika – 1:15, 4:25, 7:30, 9:55 p.m.

The Haunted Mansion –12:30, 2:45, 5, 7:20, 9:45 p.m.

Master and Commander  R – 9:15 p.m.

MANN CRITERION 6 THEATERS
1313 Third Street Promenade

Now showing: Looney Tunes: Back in Action, The Matrix

Revolutions, Timeline, Runaway Jury

Call theater for schedule at (310) 395-1599.

If you know of an upcoming event which may be included in the calendar please send the information 
to calendar@smdp.com or fax it to (310) 576 9913 
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A FAMILY OF DEALERS

BY STEPHEN SAUX
Special to the Daily Press

The new BCS poll is out with only one
week of college football left before the
bowl games. What has to happen for USC
to make it to the National Championship
game in New Orleans? 

It’s hard to tell if you look at computer
calculations, the only way it’s tracked
these days. Sure, people will predict and
say it’s all about numbers but they don’t
really know. If it were really just numbers,
then we would know. Don’t tell me
Stephen Hawking or that guy from “A

Beautiful Mind” can’t figure out the equa-
tions.

Have the computers really out-smarted
us? Have they really infiltrated our world
so deeply that they now have a grip on our
sacred college football? I guess we should
have seen it coming. Our present governor
warned us a few years ago that the com-
puters were planning an uprising against
the humans. Well, it has started and we are
at their mercy.

What we do know is USC has to beat
Oregon State Saturday in the L.A.
Coliseum, where they have not lost to the
Beavers since 1960. It is possible that
even if the Trojans do win, LSU could
leap frog into the second spot and steal the

Jan. 4 trip to the Sugar Bowl.
Things will be a little more cut and dry

if LSU (11-1) doesn’t beat Georgia (10-2)
in the SEC title game, though. For the
most part, college football fans have not
focused on the fact that this LSU/Georgia
game is going to be a full on war between
two powerhouse football teams. The
Tigers may be favored, but this will be
like a home game to the Dawgs who were
injury-stricken when LSU beat them 17-
10 in September. The BCS computer
probably will knock Georgia out of the
top 10, if they lose, which will hurt LSU
by taking away that all important 4/10 of
a point for a quality win.

So-called experts say it could come

down to Notre Dame. It seems a loss by
the Irish could anger the computers and
weaken USC’s strength of schedule,
which may open the door for LSU. The
BCS computer doesn’t know about the
tradition of South Bend — it can’t hear
the roar of the crowd or see touchdown
Jesus. The only thing the computer cares
about is poll averages, schedule ranks and
quality win components.  

Here’s an idea, why don’t we take a
page out of Lawrence Taylor’s book, buy
a couple of computer prostitutes and send
them up to the BCS computer’s hotel suite
Saturday night? That just might be
enough to crash his hard drive and we
would be able go back to the human polls.

Why does BCS poll know college football and we don’t?

BCS POLL:

TEAM AP ESPN AVG COMPUTER POLLS AVG SOS RANK L Subtotal QW TOTAL

Oklahoma 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1.00 14 0.56 0 2.56 -0.5 2.06

USC 2 2 2 3 2 2 4 2.5 3 2 2.42 37 1.48 1 6.90 6.90

LSU 3 3 3 2 3 4 2 5 2 3 2.67 54 2.16 1 8.83 -0.4 8.43

Michigan 4 4 4 7 4 6 5 2.5 5 4 4.42 10 0.40 2 10.82 -0.6 10.22

Ohio State 8 7 7.5 6 6 3 3 7 7 6 5.17 4 0.16 2 14.83 14.83

Sports

COMPUTER AVERAGE — Average of Anderson & Hester, Richard Billingsley, Colley Matrix, Kenneth Massey, New York Times, Jeff Sagarin's USA Today and the
Peter Wolfe rankings. The computer component will be determined by averaging six of the seven rankings. The lowest (worst) computer ranking will be disregarded. 

SOS — STRENGTH OF SCHEDULE — Rank of schedule strength compared to other Division I-A teams of actual games played divided by 25. This component is cal-
culated by determining the cumulative win/loss records of the team’s opponent (66.6 percent) and the cumulative win/loss records of the teams’ opponents (33.3 percent). 

L — LOSSES — One point for each loss during the season.
QW — QUALITY WINS — The quality win component will reward to varying degrees teams that defeat opponents ranked among the top 10 in the weekly standings.

The bonus point scale will range from a high of 1.0 points for a win over the top ranked team to a low of 0.1 for a victory over the 10th-ranked BCS team. The BCS stand-
ings at the end of the season will determine final quality win points. If a team registers a victory over a team more than once during the regular season, quality points will be
awarded just once. Quality win points are based on the standings determined by the subtotal. The final standings are reconfigured to reflect the quality win point deduction.

Explanations are from the BCS.


