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With Black Friday in the rearview, 
the hectic race to grab gifts for 
loved ones is officially on. From 

scouring local shops to pursuing deals on 
online markets, the seemingly joyful holiday 
season can turn stressful in a flash in the 
attempt to make everything perfect. While 
the pursuit of holiday perfection can be a 
pain, buying one mainstay holiday item 
provides a small sense of relaxation, comfort 
and camaraderie for those in Santa Monica.

For 50 years, the Boy Scouts of America Troop 2 of 
Santa Monica has run its own Christmas tree lot, turning 
the typical holiday purchase into a memorable experience 
helping the next generation of community stewards. The lot 
at 2919 Wilshire Blvd is an immaculate setup of trees in all 
different types and sizes, so even the pickiest of families can 
grab their desired plant, all while raising funds for the scout 
troop’s yearly activities. Trees range from 3-12 feet in height, 
including the holiday classic Douglas Fir trees, and the lot also 
sells wreaths and flowers for holiday gatherings.

Starting in 1973, the scout troop has had the monthlong 
fundraiser take place, bringing in customers from Santa 
Monica and across the West Los Angeles area. Tree Lot 
Chair Stephan Corbel says that the troop has had customers 
from places like Brentwood, Bel Air, Culver City and the San 
Fernando Valley.

“It’s a very good time to share … to give a bit of excitement 
to all the community about Christmas, because we’re starting 
like four weeks before,” Corbel said. “So they’re in the mood 
to go (here), that’s something that we like to offer to the 
community. A bit of (warmth), a bit of happiness, and (joy). 
Sometimes, it’s difficult days, we all have a tough time, (but) 
having a good time here, experiencing buying a nice tree, it’s 
great.”

The customer experience begins with a greeting from 
the scouts who volunteer their time after school or on the 
weekends. Scouts run through the entire process, from a 
warm welcome to picking out the tree itself, then loading the 
tree onto vehicles before customers exit the lot. The troop 
is trained during weekly meetings before tree lot season, 
reminding the scouts about everything from the procedural 

(how to tie a knot to load the tree onto 
a vehicle) to the moral. How to approach 
customers and how to be welcoming, Corbel 
says, is just as important for a scout as the 
typical practicality and workmanship typically 
associated with the group.

“That’s important … for them to learn, 
and to also be in connection with the 
community … sometimes you see a 
young couple who just moved 
(to) Santa Monica, that just 
arrived, and we want to welcome 
them,” Corbel said. “(They’ll 
say) ‘hey guys, welcome to our 
community, let’s have a good 
time, please select a tree or 
wreath and enjoy the winter 
time.’”

Coveted merit badges 
for burgeoning scouts can 
be achieved through the 
fundraiser project, anything 
from communications, business 
and marketing to environment, 
nature and wood carving. One scout 
gained a wood carving badge by taking 
wood from Washington and turning it 
into three festive reindeer art pieces.

Along with walking customers 
through the tree-purchasing process on 
the lot, as well as caring for the “Class A” 
trees purchased from an Oregon farm 
during the season, scouts also take part 
in the tradition of tree delivery. Scouts 
will load up trees and ride alongside 
alumni volunteers to bring the merry to 
your door.

“That’s something people love as 
a tradition … we’ve (had) customers 
coming from grandparents to parents to 
little kids … it’s kind of a cute story when 
you hear that because we’re talking about 
the holidays, (saying) merry Christmas, 
so everything is joyful,” Corbel said of 

Spreading the Boy Scout message, one 
Christmas tree at a time

The lot has changed locations again this year but the 
holiday spirit is as strong as ever
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Haydn: Te Deum
Vaughan Williams:

Fantasia on 
Christmas Carols

and the ever popular
Carols, Etc.

(with audience participation)

Sunday, December 3, 4 p.m. 
in the First UMC Sanctuary

No admission charge,

freewill offering will be taken. 

Reception to follow performance

Chancel Choir with guest singers, Orchestra &
Mark Twain Alumni Bell Ringers

www.santamonicaumc.org

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

of SANTA MONICA

1008 11th St. Santa Monica, CA 90403

310.393.8258

Christmas 
Concert

First United Methodist Church of Santa Monica presents: 

1847 14th Street, Santa Monica, CA 90404 ▪ (310) 458-8717 (on-call - 24/7)
woodlawn.cemetery@santamonica.gov ▪ www.woodlawnsm.com

City of Santa Monica

WOODLAWN
Cemetery

Mausoleum
Mortuary

FD #2101

● Tradi�onal Burial ● Green/Natural Burial ● Crema�on
● Funeral Planning & Mortuary Services

ALL IN ONE LOCATION

Helping families honor,
remember, and celebrate life.

BBoouurrggeett  BBrrooss..  BBuuiillddiinngg  MMaatteerriiaallss  
1636 - 11th Street 

Santa Monica, CA  90404    ●   (310) 450-6556 
bourgetbros.com 

Builder’s Supply 

Since 1947, your local source for a complete 
      selection of Plumbing Supplies, Hardware         

Supplies and Building Materials. 

Medal of Honor recipients 
visit Pacific Palisades

Rich Schmitt Photography
MEDAL: The American Legion Palisades Post 283 hosted five of the 65 living Medal of 
Honor recipients last week. About two dozen kids showed up to the first mentorship ses-
sion followed by a second panel for adults. 
“Hosting an event with such distinguished Medal of Honor recipients was not only an hon-
or but a profound reminder of the bravery and sacrifice these heroes have shown. Seeing 
the interaction between the youngest generation and these living legends, who represent 
the best of American valor and spirit, was incredibly moving. It’s moments like these that 
bridge history with the future, inspiring us all to remember and carry forward the values of 
courage, sacrifice, and patriotism,” said Jim Cragg, American Legion Palisades Post 283 
commander.
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WINNER

AWARD WINNER

Draw Date: 11/29
6  47  50  61  68
Power#: 4
Jackpot: 400 M

Draw Date: 11/28
27  37  42  59  61
Mega#: 11
Jackpot: 355 M

Draw Date: 11/29
1  3  10  36  41
Mega#: 12
Jackpot: 19 M

Draw Date: 11/29
2  27  32  35  39

Draw Date: 11/29
EVENING: 2  3  4

Draw Date: 11/29
MIDDAY: 5  5  0

Draw Date: 11/29
1st: 08 - Gorgeous George
2nd: 07 - Eureka
3rd: 02 - Lucky Star
Race Time: 1:43.07

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the winning number information, mistakes can occur. In 
the event of any discrepancies, California State laws and California Lottery regulations will prevail. Complete game 
information and prize claiming instructions are available at California Lottery retailers. Visit the California State Lottery 
web site at http://www.calottery.com

Friday: Sunny, with a high near 68. West northwest wind 
around 15 mph, with gusts as high as 20 mph.
Friday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 49. North northeast 
wind around 10 mph.
Saturday: Sunny, with a high near 66. Northeast wind 10 to 15 
mph becoming west southwest in the afternoon.
Saturday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 48.

2023/12/01	 Fri	 01:02 AM	 3.42	 H
2023/12/01	 Fri	 04:21 AM	 3.03	 L
2023/12/01	 Fri	 10:41 AM		 5.34	 H
2023/12/01	 Fri	 6:35 PM		 -0.03	 L
2023/12/02	 Sat	 02:17 AM	 3.46	 H
2023/12/02	 Sat	 05:16 AM	 3.23	 L
2023/12/02	 Sat	 11:27 AM		 4.84	 H
2023/12/02	 Sat	 7:28 PM		  0.32	 L
2023/12/03	 Sun	 03:27 AM	 3.62	 H
2023/12/03	 Sun	 06:43 AM	 3.35	 L
2023/12/03	 Sun	 12:25 PM	 4.33	 H
2023/12/03	 Sun	 8:26 PM		 0.62	 L
2023/12/04	 Mon	 04:13 AM	 3.85	 H
2023/12/04	 Mon	 09:01 AM	 3.21	 L
2023/12/04	 Mon	 1:44 PM		  3.86	 H
2023/12/04	 Mon	 9:20 PM		 0.87	 L
2023/12/05	 Tue	 04:44 AM	 4.13	 H
2023/12/05	 Tue	 10:34 AM	 2.72	 L

Date	                Day        Time (LST/LDT)    Predicted  (ft)High/Low

Continued WNW/NW swell joined by a rise in shorter period NW swell. 
Blow through of WNW/NW winds looking likely with sheltered breaks the 
only real option for fun surf.

Offshore flow could return for the AM. Steep NW swell provides mar-
ginally rideable surf. Just note the high tide by late morning.

FRIDAY SURF:
FAIR

2-3ft
Thigh to waist

SATURDAY SURF:
POOR

1-2ft
Knee to thigh

WATER TEMP: 62.1

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Send comments to editor@smdp.com

 Editor:

I read the opinion piece printed in the November 27th edition of the SMDP.   The 
piece was written by the former wife of a recent bike accident victim who was rear-
ended by a car on Pico Blvd. The author made some very good points.   The piece 
caught my attention for two reasons: (1) my law firm happens to represent the injured 
bicyclist, and (2) is everyone seeing what I’m seeing – an uptick in bicycle accidents 
in Santa Monica?

I want to point out something not mentioned in the story: the driver who rear-
ended the bicyclist was uninsured.   My client, who suffered very serious injuries, was 
fortunate to have uninsured motorist coverage on his own auto insurance policy.  Had 
he not had this coverage, he would have no recourse for his injuries. 

The important takeaway for everyone out there: I recommend that you have 
uninsured motorist (“UM”) coverage on your auto insurance policy.  I recommend UM 
coverage of at least $100,000 per person/$300,000 per accident.  I implore you: stop 
what you’re doing.  Go check your auto insurance coverages right now, before you 
forget.  And check the coverages of your parents, your children, your siblings – anyone 
you care about. If you don’t have this coverage, call your insurance carrier right now 
and get it.

Why is uninsured motorist coverage so critically important?  Because most accidents 
are caused by drivers who have no auto insurance, not enough auto insurance, or 
involve hit-and-run accidents in which the other party is never identified.  Having 
uninsured motorist coverage is the only way to protect yourself.  Most people don’t 
realize that uninsured motorist coverage applies not to just car v. car accidents, but also 
to bike accidents. As long as a motor vehicle was involved in the accident, whether you 
were a bicyclist, pedestrian, or driving a car, your UM coverage may apply.

My second piece of advice for bicyclists out there: wear a helmet!  My client, thank 
goodness, was wearing a helmet.  It cracked on impact and he sustained a brain injury.  
But his brain injury would have been much worse had he not been wearing a helmet. 

Catherine Lerer, Esq., McGEE LERER

Editor:

Response to Wendy Paris Opinion Piece dated November 27,2023 titled “Opinion: 
Santa Monica needs better public transportation, not more rules” 

Hearing about your ex-husband’s crash was devastating. I’m truly sorry that 
your family had to suffer through that and glad that he survived. The crash that he 
experienced was not an accident and could have been prevented. It was a direct 
consequence of unsafe road design and prioritizing vehicle speeds over everyone’s 
safety. 

You rightly pointed out that the bike lane on 16th Street abruptly ends at Pico 
Boulevard. Due to this gap in the network, users of the bike lane are forced to go from 
a low traffic street with designated space for cyclists into a high speed, high traffic road 
with no space for cyclists or room for error for drivers. 

The solution is not to make it easier to drive, or put everyone in tiny on-demand 
buses, it is to fix the bike network. In Los Angeles, nearly 50% of all car trips are 3 miles 
or less. Every person that walks or rides a bike on a short trip is one less person driving 
and causing traffic and pollution. Shouldn’t we encourage this?

As you pointed out, biking and walking is not safe. Traffic violence is an epidemic 
in this country and it is getting worse. Car crashes are the leading cause of death for 
children in Los Angeles, exceeding gun violence. In 2022 more than 300 people were 
killed by cars on LA streets. This was an increase of 28% over historical averages. The 
United States ranks dead last in high income countries when it comes to protecting its 
citizens from traffic deaths. You are at least 5 times more likely to die from car violence 
in the US than you are in the safest high income countries.

Poor road design and unsafe speed is what sets us apart. In the United States we 
have been prioritizing the speed and throughput of vehicles above all else for going on 
75 years. In Santa Monica, we have begun the hard and complicated process of fixing 
this. We are using international best practices to redesign our street environment to 
reduce car speeds and conflicts. Santa Monica is taking all road users into account to 
make this a safer place to walk, bike, and drive. 

In your opinion piece, you stated that “The narrowing of roads further complicates 
commuting and creates delays” and that it’s “Absolutely maddening if you need to use 
your car to get somewhere on time.” These minor inconveniences you experience are 
by design and absolutely necessary. 

The speed limits and road designs in our city need to change if we actually care 
about protecting the lives of our children, friends, and neighbors. The research is clear, 
cars need to slow down. 

Eli Gill, Santa Monica

editor@smdp.com

SEND YOUR NEWS TO THE EDITOR



smdp.com4 NEWSWEEKEND EDITION, DECEMBER 1 - DECEMBER 3, 2023

         

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City of Santa Monica invites Contractors to complete 
and submit electronic bids for the:

Santa Monica Pier Harbor Roof Replacement 
SP2700

Bids will only be accepted through the CITY’S ONLINE VENDOR PORTAL, OpenGov 
Procurement or https://secure.procurenow.com/portal/santa-monica-ca. They must be 
received by the specified date and time.  Late bids will not be accepted. Please allow 
sufficient time for uploading of documents.  The bid opening will be electronic, all submitted 
bids will be viewable by the public via OpenGov Procurement immediately after bid close 
time.  

MANDATORY PRE-BID JOB WALK:  
Monday December 11, 2023, at 10 a.m.

PROJECT ESTIMATE:  $120,000
CONTRACT DAYS:  90 CALENDAR DAYS. 
LIQUIDATED DAMAGES:  $250 Per Calendar Day

Bidding Documents may be obtained by logging onto the City’s bidding website at:  https://
secure.procurenow.com/portal/santa-monica-ca. The Contractor is required to have an A, B 
or C39 license at the time of bid submission.  Contractors wishing to be considered must 
submit Bids containing all information required pursuant to the City’s Request for Bids. 

Pursuant to Public Contracts Code Section 22300, the Contractor shall be permitted to 
substitute securities for any monies withheld by the City to ensure performance under this 
Contract.

CITY OF SANTA MONICA
NOTICE INVITING BIDS

TEMPORARY STREET CLOSURES
MONTH OF DECEMBER, 2023

For the latest information on temporary street closures and roadway impacts, please 
visit the City of Santa Monica website at: www.santamonica.gov/categories/getting-
around/street-closures
to various City capital improvement and street maintenance projects and is updated 
continuously as projects progress to completion. Please check this page periodically 
for updates. 

COMMUNITY NEWS

Entertainment consultant was 
targeted by shooter who had 
been stalking his friend
STEFANIE DAZIO 
Associated Press

A high-profile entertainment marketing 
consultant was targeted by a woman who 
had been stalking one of his friends before 
she fatally shot him after her forcing her way 
inside his Los Angeles home, prosecutors said 
Thursday.

This week’s slaying of Michael Latt sent 
shockwaves through Hollywood as the suspect 
faces charges of murder and burglary. Latt, 
33, had worked on projects with filmmakers 
including Ryan Coogler and Ava DuVernay, 
as well as rap artist Common.

He was pronounced dead Monday in the 
hospital. Prosecutors allege that Jameelah 
Elena Michl, 36, knocked on his home’s door 
and forced herself inside once it was open.

She had sought out Latt’s home “after she 
targeted him for being friends with a woman 
she had been stalking,” the Los Angeles 
County District Attorney’s Office said in a 
news release Thursday. She allegedly fired at 
him with a semi-automatic handgun.

Authorities haven’t named the woman but 
said she was not inside Latt’s home when he 
was shot.

Michl’s arraignment has been continued 
to Dec. 15, so she has not yet entered a plea, 
and prosecutors are seeking $3 million bail. 
If convicted, she could face a sentence of 
life in prison. Michl will be represented by a 
public defender, though one had not yet been 
assigned to her case, the public defender’s 
office said.

Detectives seized Michl’s vehicle, which 
she had been living in, as evidence. She stayed 
at the scene and was taken into custody. 
Officials have not released details about the 
alleged stalking.

Latt’s marketing firm, Lead with Love, 
focused on social impact, and he was inspired 

to start the business after working on Coogler’s 
film “Fruitvale Station,” about the 2009 fatal 
police shooting of Oscar Grant in Oakland, 
California, that starred Michael B. Jordan, 
and wanted to direct his efforts toward social 
justice movements.

He was born into a show business family: 
His mother, Michelle Satter, is one of the 
founding directors of the Sundance Institute’s 
artists programs, where she has helped 
filmmakers such as Coogler and Quentin 
Tarantino early in their careers. His father, 
David Latt, is a film producer, and his brother 
is an agent.

Latt had also worked at the Sundance 
Institute, which issued a statement on behalf 
of his family.

“He dedicated his career to serving others, 
employing storytelling, art, and various 
mediums to create enduring change and 
galvanizing communities with hope, love, and 
inspiration,” the statement said. “Michael will 
never be forgotten and his legacy and work 
will carry on through his family, his friends, 
and his colleagues.”

Latt also worked with Common, on the 
Oscars campaign for the song “Letter to the 
Free,” and with DuVernay. Together, they 
launched a concert prison tour and helped 
developed Common’s nonprofit Imagine 
Justice.

“The moment I realized that I could use 
my skill set for social good, I decided to 
dedicate the rest of my career to helping 
others, empowering storytellers of color, and 
fighting injustice wherever it stands,” Latt 
told Forbes in 2019. “Through stories and art, 
we can showcase incarcerated and formerly 
incarcerated men and women’s humanity, 
shine a light on injustices in the system and 
shift the narrative about how we talk about 
the issues.”

LOS ANGELES

Man Sentenced to 10 Years in Federal Prison for Crime Spree
A Los Angeles man has been sentenced to 120 months in federal prison for committing a carjacking 

and used a BB gun to commit eight armed robberies of gas stations and convenience stores in Los 
Angeles County earlier this year.

Namir Malik Ali Greene, 23, was sentenced by United States District Judge Sherilyn Peace Garnett, 
who also ordered him to pay $17,084 in restitution. Greene pleaded guilty on September 23 to one count 
of Hobbs Act robbery.

On the morning of April 4, Greene robbed a gas station in Marina del Rey. Greene made a purchase 
and remained inside of the store until all other customers left the business. After all the customers inside 
of the business left, Greene placed a brown paper bag on the counter and told the clerk, “Put everything 
in there,” according to his plea agreement.

Greene pointed what appeared to be a black semi-automatic handgun, but what in fact was a BB gun, 
at the clerk while demanding the money. In fear, the clerk emptied the cash register and placed $700 into 
the brown paper bag. Greene then fled the store.

Greene committed seven additional armed robberies from April 4 to April 8 of gas stations and conve-
nience stores in Long Beach, Whittier, South Los Angeles, Pomona, and Culver City.

On April 15, Greene – while armed with a BB gun – carjacked the owner of a 2010 Honda Accord. 
On April 17, while driving the car that he had carjacked, Greene led officers on a pursuit during which he 
drove over 90 miles per hour, almost crashed into a bystander motorist, drove against oncoming traffic, 
and crashed into a curb, according to court documents.

The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives’ Orange County Violent Crime Task Force 
(OCVCTF) investigated this matter, with assistance from the Los Angeles Police Department’s Robbery 
Homicide Division and the Ontario Police Department.

SUBMITTED BY CIARAN MCEVOY, US ATTORNEY’S OFFICE
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DATE/TIME:  Monday, December 4, 2023, 7:00 PM 

LOCATION:  Council Chambers, (wheelchair accessible)
  Santa Monica City Hall, 1685 Main Street, Room 250

PUBLIC HEARING:

 •

 •

More information is available online at https://www.smgov.net/Departments/PCD/Boards-Commissions/
Architectural-Review-Board/ (en espanol tambien at (310) 458-2201 ext. 5547#).  

The City of Santa Monica encourages public comment. Those wishing to give written public comment shall 
email comments to planningcomment@santamonica.gov. Comments received prior to 12 p.m. on the day 
of the meeting will be distributed to the Architectural Review Board prior to the meeting and posted online. 
Please note the agenda item in your comments.

For disability-related accommodations, please contact (866) 311-7266 at least 72 hours in advance of the 
meeting. Every attempt will be made to provide the requested accommodation. 

All written materials are available in alternate languages provided the request is received 72 hours prior to 
the meeting. 

Santa Monica Big Blue Bus Lines serve City Hall and the Civic Center area. The Expo Line terminus is located 
at Colorado Avenue and Fourth Street, and is a short walk to City Hall. Public parking is available in front of 
City Hall, on Olympic Drive, and in the Civic Center Parking Structure (validation free).

NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING  

SANTA MONICA   
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD  

REGULAR MEETING  
SANTA MONICA CITY HALL 

3402 Pico Boulevard - 23ARB-0182: Commercial Office
Design, colors, materials, and landscaping for a new two-story, 47,780 square-foot 
commercial office building and three levels of subterranean parking in the MUBL (Mixed-
Use Boulevard Low Zoning District)

1434 14th Street - 23ARB-0106: Multi-Unit Residential
Design, colors, materials, and landscaping for the construction of a new three-story, 10,811 
square-foot 9-unit apartment building with one level of subterranean parking

COMMUNITY NEWS
Sacramento

Governor Newsom Announces New Legislation to Prevent Illicit Use 
and Trafficking of Xylazine

As part of the state’s multi-pronged plan to address the opioid and overdose epidemic, Governor Gavin 
Newsom has announced proposed new legislation to increase penalties for the illicit trafficking of the drug 
xylazine, also known as  “tranq.” Xylazine – an animal tranquilizer with no approved human use – is increas-
ingly being found in the illicit drug supply, and has been linked to rising overdose deaths across the country.

The legislation would make xylazine a controlled substance, but exempt legitimate veterinary use, 
making illicit trafficking of xylazine subject to increased criminal penalties while maintaining veterinarians’ 
access to the drug for approved use in animals.

“Tranq poses a unique and devastating challenge in our fight against the overdose epidemic,” Newsom 
said. “Although California is not yet seeing tranq at the same rates as other parts of the country, this legisla-
tion will help the state stay ahead and curb dealers and traffickers, while we work to provide treatment and 
resources for those struggling with addiction and substance abuse.”

Xylazine-related deaths are increasing drastically in every region in the nation, more than tripling from 
2020 to 2021, with the northeast seeing deaths jump from 631 to 1,281, and the west seeing them jump 
from 4 to 34. Xylazine can cause severe wounds and necrosis, and can lead to amputation. Xylazine alone 
is not an opioid, but it is often mixed with fentanyl. When a xylazine overdose is suspected, health experts 
recommend administering the opioid reversal agent naloxone. 

In addition to the new legislation, the California Department of Public Health sent an All Facilities Letter 
notifying facilities and clinicians of the emergence of xylazine in the U.S. illicit drug supply, and what actions 
clinicians should take to keep patients safe.   

The California State Board of Pharmacy and the California Veterinary Medical Board also issued an alert 
and reminder to licensees that xylazine is subject to dangerous drugs laws, including highlighting that Board 
of Pharmacy licensees must keep records of dangerous drugs for at least three years.

Newsom’s office said these actions build on the Governor’s Master Plan for Tackling the Fentanyl and 
Opioid Crisis, which includes an expansion of CalGuard-supported operations that last year led to a 594% 
increase in seized fentanyl and historic levels of funding — $1 billion statewide — to crack down on the crisis, 
assist those struggling with substance use and increase prevention efforts. Specifically on xylazine, the state 
has been working with the public, and with health care partners, clinicians, and veterinarians, to proactively 
raise awareness of the issue and the threat it poses.

SUBMITTED BY THE GOVERNOR’S PRESS OFFICE

LOS ANGELES

NYC Man Sentenced to Nearly 26 Years in Prison for Abducting 
Elderly Woman with Dementia and Obstructing FBI Investigation

A New York City man has been sentenced to 310 months in federal prison for kidnapping a 68-year-old 
woman with dementia at the West Los Angeles Veterans Affairs Medical Center in July 2021, then obstruct-
ing an FBI investigation into the abduction.

Johnny Ray Gasca, 53, of Bronx, New York, was sentenced by United States District Judge André Birotte 
Jr.

At the conclusion of a six-day bench trial, Judge Birotte on June 13 found Gasca guilty of one count of 
kidnapping, two counts of attempted obstruction of justice, and one count of attempted witness tampering.

“[Gasca] financially exploited [the] victim’s mental fragility – describing his supposed ‘girlfriend’ as 
‘senile’… – to steal tens of thousands of dollars from her,” prosecutors argued in a sentencing memorandum. 
“After the victim managed to get away from [Gasca], he abducted her from the grounds of a hospital where 
she had sought care for her dementia, in order to steal even more of her money. Immediately after the 
abduction, he attempted to indoctrinate her to parrot back a version of events favorable to him.”

Gasca kidnapped the victim at approximately 8:30 a.m. on July 19, 2021, after the victim attempted to 
obtain a medical appointment at the VA facility.

The victim was accompanied by a long-time friend, and as the two of them “approached their car, Gasca 
appeared unexpectedly,” according to court documents. “Gasca put his arms around [the victim] and pushed 
her toward a gold-colored pickup truck that was parked nearby. Gasca then picked [the victim] up and threw 
her into the rear portion of the truck’s passenger compartment.”

After the Department of Veteran Affairs Police Department contacted the FBI later in the morning, the 
victim’s friend told agents she recognized Gasca, believed he previously was in some kind of relationship 
with the victim, and suspected Gasca may have taken some of [the victim’s] money from her bank and 
retirement accounts.

The witness also reported that the victim previously noted she was missing some of her credit cards, and 
when the two went to the victim’s bank to review her accounts, bank records showed a $35,000 withdrawal 
from the victim’s retirement account, followed by several Venmo, MoneyGram and PayPal transactions that 
the friend believed the victim did not have “the knowledge or wherewithal” to conduct, court documents 
state.

Within hours of beginning its investigation, the FBI located the victim’s phone at a hotel on Hollywood 
Boulevard in Los Angeles, where agents converged. Soon after, Gasca and the victim exited the hotel, 
leading to Gasca’s arrest.

During an interview recounted in court documents, Gasca described the victim as his girlfriend and 
told agents that, after leaving the VA facility, they stopped at a bank where the victim made a $15,000 
withdrawal.

After his arrest and while in pre-trial custody, Gasca made several jail calls to a friend in New York asking 
him to destroy evidence of his wrongdoing with the victim, according to evidence presented at the trial. 
Gasca urged the friend to erase all his messages on the Facebook Messenger app, including messages 
describing the victim as a “Golden goose.”

In August 2021, Gasca made another jailhouse phone call to his friend and told him to collect his hard 
drives from his apartment before the FBI could seize them and learn of his financial exploitation of the victim.

The FBI investigated this matter and received substantial assistance from the VA Police.
Assistant United States Attorneys Kevin B. Reidy of the Major Frauds Section and Kathy Yu of the Violent 

and Organized Crime Section prosecuted this case.
THOM MROZEK, US ATTORNEY’S OFFICE

         

LCP AMENDMENT NO. LCP5SNM2200411
ITEM NO: W18a

AMENDMENT DESCRIPTION:

CDP NO. 5-22-0799
ITEM NO: W20b

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 

CALIFORNIA COASTAL COMMISSION 
HEARING DATE AND LOCATION

DATE: 12/13/2023
TIME: 9:00 A.M.

PLACE: Virtual and In-Person, Dream Inn, 175 W. Cliff Drive, Santa Cruz, CA, 95060
PHONE: (415) 4073211

PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS WILL BE A HYBRID MEETING, WITH BOTH VIRTUAL AND IN 
PERSON PARTICIPATION ALLOWED. Please see the Coastal Commission’s Hybrid Hearing 
Procedures posted on the Coastal Commission’s webpage at www.coastal.ca.gov for details 
on the procedures of this hearing. If you would like to receive a paper copy of the Coastal 
Commission’s Hybrid Hearing Procedures, please call 415-904-5202. 

The in-person hearing will be held at the Dream Inn, 175 W. Cliff Drive, Santa Cruz, CA, 
95060. The Commission strongly encourages continued participation virtually through video 
and teleconferencing due to changing Covid-19 conditions. A single hearing and presentation 
will be held for both items.

These items have been scheduled for a public hearing and vote. People wishing to testify 
on these matters may appear at the hearing or may present their concerns by letter to the 
Commission on or before the hearing date.

NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING 
BEFORE THE CALIFORNIA COASTAL COMMISSION

Public hearing and action on the request by the City of Santa Monica to 
amend the certified Land Use Plan (LUP) to increase the permissible 
height and floortoarea ratio for development on five parcels located 
at 101 Santa Monica Boulevard, 129 Santa Monica Boulevard, 1327 
Ocean Avenue, 1333 Ocean Avenue and 1337 Ocean Avenue in 
downtown Santa Monica and allow approval of the Ocean Avenue 
MixedUse Development Project. (CSLB)

Application of Ocean Avenue Partners, LLC and Belle Vue Plaza 
for demolition of 4 mixeduse structures and 2 private parking lots 
and construction of a new, 130ft. tall, 248,570 sq. ft. mixeduse 
development, including 120 hotel rooms, 100 dwelling units, and 318 
parking spaces, with 108,000 c.y. of cut and no fill proposed, at 101 
and 129 Santa Monica Boulevard and 1327, 1333, and 1337 Ocean 
Avenue, Santa Monica, Los Angeles County. (CSLB)



Greetings!  Hello December!  Hard to 
believe that 2023 is coming to an end with 
the holidays on the horizon.  We want to 
thank you all for an amazing year.  We are 
grateful for your support as we continue 
to grow our markets.  We know that we 
have our work cut out for us but, with 
gratitude for you, our devoted community 
and so many dedicated farmers bringing 
the very best fresh picked, California 
produce to the market every week, rain 
or shine, we know that together, we can 
do anything.

Over the years, it has been a pleasure 
to visit farms across the state.  There is a 
lot to learn from these passionate farmers 
about their growing practices, their 
wins and their losses, challenges, and 
successes.  When asked why they work 
so hard, most farmers will tell you that they 
are invested in feeding their communities.  
Their generosity is overwhelming.

So, when you are thinking about gifting 
during this holiday season, consider 
shopping farmers markets to fill holiday 
baskets and boxes.  Show friends and 
family how much you care by giving 
them the freshest most amazing farmers 
market produce and farm-based products.  

Guaranteed to be the best care package 
ever!!

Cheers! Wishing everyone peace, joy, 
health, and happiness.

Carla Rosin
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the delivery process.
Open until Christmas Eve, funds from 

the tree lot go towards the troop’s various 
trips throughout the year, including a 
monthly campout in California, an annual 
ski trip in February and a two-week summer 
camp adventure that puts scouts in canoes 
in Minnesota and backpacking through 
Wyoming. 

The funds not only provide the trips, 
it provides the chance for families to send 
their scouts on the trips with expenses paid 
for, with Corbel noting that they make sure 
“everybody has a chance” to learn and grow 

with their friends.
“That’s also a Boy Scout,” he said. “It’s also 

learning about life and also learning what is 
(in) the communities, making sure everybody 
gets a chance in this life. We want to be sure 
when you start, especially when you’re 12 
years old, that you get the same chance as any 
other kids in your life.”

The lot is open daily, available from 10 
a.m. to 9 p.m. on weekdays and 9 a.m. to 
9 p.m. on weekends. Each customer also 
receives a free ornament, complete with seeds 
inside that when grown, gives families a batch 
of mixed herbs for the holidays.

thomas@smdp.com

SCOUTS
FROM PAGE 1

Thomas Leffler
TREES: Scouts in Troop 2 Santa Monica will help you find your perfect tree and load it onto 
your car as part of their the monthlong fundraiser.

Courtesy photo
LIONS: Rae Kameny, Kingsley Fife, Yorkio Fisher, Kathy Boole, Addie Lane, Gail Litvack, 
Carol Ann Emmitt, Diane Gelvin, Pam Andrews, Derrick Beerensteyn, Susan DeRemer, Bruce 
Gelvin.

Courtesy photo
WINTER: December at the market.

The innovations and challenges in the 
US over the past 100 years are memorable. 
From solo flights over the Atlantic to men 
landing on the moon, the completion of 
the Empire State Building to the fall of 
the World Trade Towers, the advent of 
television to the introduction of personal 
computers and the internet, discovering 
the structure of DNA to developing mNRA 
vaccines for Covid, change has defined 
the century.

One hundred years ago the Santa 
Monica Lions Club was formed by a small 
group of businessmen hoping to make a 
difference in their community. In that time 
the Club has funded scholarships, planted 
trees, funded meals and food for those 
in need, and helped screen for sight-
threatening eye diseases and provided 
access to treatments. The Club evolved, 
welcoming women and most recently 
joining forces with the Pacific Palisades 
Lions to become the Santa Monica Pacific 
Palisades (SMPP) Lions Club.

Last month we celebrated our 
centennial with a Roaring Twenties-
themed gala, complete with art deco 
décor, period costumes and live jazz 
music by the Jazz Cliffhangers. After a 
heartfelt and humorous Santa Monica 
Lions history presented by Past District 
Governor and Santa Monica Lion, Carol 
Ann Emmitt, guests enjoyed dancing, a 
specially selected buffet dinner, beautiful 
raffle baskets and silent auction filled with 
unique Santa Monica experiences.

To kick off our next 100 years, Susan 
DeRemer passed the gavel to Kingsley 

Fife as the next president in out tri-
presidency, at our November meeting. 
This was followed by our newest member, 
Derrick Beerensteyn, sharing his journey 
as a small child in Suriname to becoming 
a Lion and then moving his family to 
California. It was very engaging and 
included a slide show documenting his 
life. Since he has brought our social 
media to a whole new level, this was 
not surprising. Kathy Boole led a lively 
discussion about our successful gala, with 
new ideas for next year’s fundraising 
event.

Next for the SMPP Lions is bell ringing 
for the Salvation Army Red Kettle Day on 
Friday, December 1st, from 10 am – 4 pm 
at the Santa Monica Bristol Farms. This 
will be followed by the annual counting 
party that evening.

Our annual Holiday Party follows on 
Sunday, December 10th from 3 – 6 pm at 
Tony P’s Dockside Grill in Marina del Rey. 
An we will close out December and 2023 
with our dinner meeting on Wednesday, 
December 13 at the Elks Lodge from 
6 - 7:30 p.m., when the Salvation Army 
Band will lead us in singing Christmas and 
Hannukah songs.

If you are interested in joining us for any 
of these fun activities, or are considering 
becoming a SMPP Lion, please reach 
out to Kingsley at 310-454-2960 or 
smpplionsclub@gmail.com. You can also 
learn more about us from our Facebook, 
Instagram and website.

Susan DeRemer

FARMERS MARKET LIONS ROAR
Send comments to editor@smdp.com Send comments to editor@smdp.com
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CalRE # 00927151

garylimjap@gmail.com

www.garylimjap.com

Gary Limjap
(310) 586-0339

In today’s 
real estate 
climate ...
Experience counts!

FINDING A NEW
DENTIST IS TOUGH!!!

(310) 736-2589
SANTA MONICA FAMILY DENTISTRY

DR. ALAN RUBENSTEIN
WWW.ALANRUBENSTEINDDS.COM1260 15th ST. SUITE #703

(BUT WE MAKE IT EASY!!!)
YOUR CHOICE
If you don’t like what we have to 
say we will give you a copy of 
your x-rays at no charge

WE OFFER UNIQUE SERVICES

AND OF COURSE WE DO

DENTAL CARE WITHOUT 
JUDGEMENT!

• Nitrous Oxide available.
• No interest payment plans.
• Emergencies can be seen today.
• Our dentists and staff members
are easy to talk to.

• Invisalign 
• Periodontist on Staff 
• Oral Surgeon on Staff
• Cosmetics and Implants 
• Zoom bleaching 
• and more

$20 EXAM
INCLUDES

FULL XRAYS

TRY OUR NO OBLIGATION

*Offer to non insured patients

TRY OUR NO OBLIGATION

*Offer to non insured patients

$99 EXAM
AND CLEANING

For New Patients
INCLUDES FULL XRAYS

Enrollment in a plan may be limited to certain times of the year unless you qualify for a special election/enrollment period or you are in your Medicare Initial Election Period. Not all plans offer all benefits 
mentioned. This ad is not from the government. It’s from eHealth, an insurance agency selling plans from many insurance companies. For accommodations of persons with special needs at workshops, call  
1-866-909-3627 (TTY/TDD 711). A licensed insurance agent will be present with information and applications. CHM Insurance Services, West LA Baby Boomer Insurance Services, Clear Financial Insurance Services, 
AGA, Avanti Insurance Solutions, Inc., and Paul Davis Insurance Services represent various Medicare Advantage (MA) and Prescription Drug Plans (PDPs) with Medicare contracts. Workshops are provided by the 
entities noted and are not affiliated with eHealth. 

RSVP for an upcoming in-person workshop: 1-866-909-DOCS (3627) (TTY/TDD 711) 
More dates available at Providence.org/MedicareCA

Let Saint John’s help YOU find the right Medicare plan.

Doctor  •  Hospital  •  Benefits YOUR WAY
Call eHealth at 844-240-6434  
(TTY 711) to speak with a  
licensed insurance agent  
Mon – Fri from 5 a.m. – 6 p.m.,  
Sat 7 a.m. – 4 p.m. PST.

Visit us online at: eHealth.com/SJPP  
to shop plans side-by-side.

Attend workshops sponsored by  
Saint John’s to explore Medicare 
insurance options.  

10 a.m. Monday, December 4th 
IHOP: 

4070 Lincoln Blvd., Marina Del Rey, CA 90292 
By United Healthcare
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Westside HOMES AROUND $6 MILLION

417 5th St,
Manhattan Beach, CA 90266

Listed by Brigitte Pratt & Colleen Cole,
Strand Hill Properties
Bought with Chris Broadhurst

4 Beds, 5 Baths, 3,624 Sq Ft

$6,100,000

MANHATTAN 
BEACH

7005 Grasswood Ave,
Malibu, CA 90265

Listed by Joshua Altman, Douglas 
Elliman of Calif.
& Christopher Cortazzo, Compass
Bought with Shen Schulz, Sotheby’s 
International Realty

4 Beds, 2.5 Baths, 3,324 Sq Ft

$6,400,000
MALIBU

505 N Arden Dr,
Beverly Hills, CA 90210

Listed by Dafna Milstein & Gregg Silver,
Keller Williams Beverly Hills
Bought with Dafna Milstein & Gregg 
Silver, Keller Williams Beverly Hills

5 Beds, 5 Baths, 4,306 Sq Ft

$6,470,000
BEVERLY HILLS

710 Hartzell St,
Pacific Palisades, CA 90272

Listed by Jacqueline Chernov, Compass
Bought with Pavel Blyumkin, Rodeo 
Realty - Pacific Palisades

5 Beds, 6 Baths, 5,325 Sq Ft

$6,382,721
PACIFIC PALISADES

2470 Hill St,
Santa Monica, CA 90405

Listed by Clara Lysy & Amy Wilkes, 
Compass
Bought with Dawn Bramlette, Berkshire 
Hathaway HomeServices California

4 Beds, 3 Baths, 3,668 Sq Ft

$3,900,000
SANTA MONICA

625 Kingman Ave,
Santa Monica, CA 90402

Listed by Cindy Ambuehl, Christie’s AKG
DRE #01821934
cindy@cindyambuehl.com

4 Beds, 3.5 Baths, 3,100 Sq Ft

$6,500,000
SANTA MONICA

FEATURED

SOLD FOR SALE
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Book Now

Save on stays with exclusive hotel 
discounts for locals now through 
January 29, 2024

Participating Hotels: 
https://www.santamonica.com/extra-bedroom/

SANTA MONICA
RESIDENT 

(310) 231-9717
www.mcgeelerer.com

Free confidential case reviewSexual Abuse 
+

Personal Injury Attorneys

Eric Uller at Police 
Activities League (PAL) 
sexually abused hundreds 
of children in the late 
1980s – early 2000s
Coming forward takes 
courage. It’s time. 

There may still be 
time to file a claim.

Ad. No guarantee of outcome. Each case is different.
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FRIDAY | DECEMBER 1
LA COUNTY VACCINE CLINIC
The LA County Department of Public Health will be 
available to administer COVID-19, Mpox, and Hep. 
A vaccines along with STI/Tb tests.
Before your appointment:
If you have health insurance, please bring your 
health insurance card to your appointment.
A consent form for COVID-19 Vaccines is required 
for minors to be vaccinated at sites run by the 
Los Angeles County Department of Public Health. 
Minors are not eligible for the Monkeypox Vaccine 
at this time.
Note: You do not need to show ID to get a vaccine 
at a site run by the Los Angeles County Department 
of Public Health: However, it is recommended that 
when you get a vaccine, you provide the name that 
is on your ID.
Make an appointment at Myturn.ca.gov or just 
drop in.
Abbot Kinney Memorial Branch Library 501 S. 
Venice Boulevard, Venice

HUMAN BODIES IN SPACE – WHAT WE KNOW SO FAR
The goal of NASA’s Artemis mission is to establish 
longterm habitation on the Moon. Every human was 
born in Earth’s gravity, but just under 700 humans 
have ever gone beyond Earth’s atmosphere, and 
only 24 humans have gone beyond the protection 
of Earth’s magnetic radiation shield. How will 
our bodies react to the harsh reality of living in 
space? Lecturer Sarah Vincent explores our current 
knowledge and the unfilled gaps that remain. 
Free on Zoom. https://www.smc.edu/community/
planetarium/

SATURDAY | DECEMBER 2
PICO HOLIDAY CELEBRATION
Kick off the holiday season at the Pico Holiday 
Celebration!  The event will feature tree lighting, 
complementary sweets and hot chocolate, 
gingerbread cookie decorating and opportunity 
to add a wish to the Gratitude Tree.  In addition, 
local non-profit agencies will be sharing health 
and wellness information as well several artisans 
will be selling their wares.  And a surprise visitor 
bearing seasonal treats will be stopping by!  Be 
sure to come check it out! Virginia Avenue Park, 
2200 Virginia Ave, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

17TH STREET & MICHIGAN AVENUE RIBBON CUTTING
Please join organizers in celebrating the completion 
of the Safe Streets for 17th Street and Michigan 
Avenue project on Saturday, Dec. 2, at 9 a.m. at 
1610 Colorado Avenue (Metro E line parking lot). 
Enjoy donuts, local musicians and performers, 
remarks from the Mayor, giveaways, and bike rides 
along the project. Hope to see you there!  9 a.m. 
- 12 p.m. 

COUNTDOWN TO KINDER CLUB: MUSIC
Sing and dance with Mr. Gabe from LoveBug & Me 
Music. For ages 2-5. Limited space. Registration 
required. Email library@santamonica.gov to 
register. Pico Branch Library, 2201 Pico Blvd. 10:30 

- 11 a.m. 

SOUNDWAVES NEW MUSIC CONCERT
Ben Goldberg, Todd Sickafoose, and Scott 
Amendola. Soundwaves celebrates LA’s diverse 
history of innovative underground music with free 
performances by world-class artists. Started in 2016 
by librarian, author, and musician Jeff Schwartz 
with composer Daniel Rothman, and funded by 
the Santa Monica Public Library, Friends of the 
Santa Monica Public Library, and the Amphion 
Foundation, Soundwaves has collaborated with 
presenters including the Angel City Jazz Festival, 
Microfest, PianoSpheres, Jacaranda Music, the 
Dog Star Orchestra Festival, the Santa Monica 
Department of Cultural Affairs, and Cold Blue 
Music. Main Library, 601 Santa Monica Blvd. 3:30 
- 4:30 p.m. 

EAST PICO SAFETY PROJECT POP UP AT VIRGINIA 
AVENUE FARMERS MARKET
The East Pico Safety Project Team will be at 
the Santa Monica Mobile Food Pantry at Virginia 
Avenue Park, 2200 Virginia Ave., collecting 
feedback about people’s lived experiences on East 
Pico Boulevard between 28th Street/Stewart Street 
and Centinela Avenue. Virginia Avenue Park, 2200 
Virginia Ave. 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. 

SUNDAY | DECEMBER 3
MYSTERY BOOK CLUB
Meet on the first Sunday of each month to discuss 
a mystery, thriller, or suspense book picked by the 
group. Copies of the book are available for check-
out at the West Los Angeles Branch Library. West 
Los Angeles Regional Library, 11360 Santa Monica 
Boulevard, 2 - 4 p.m. 

SANTA MONICA AIRPORT ANTIQUE MARKET
Located next to the Museum of Flying. Occurs every 
1st and 4th Sunday of every month. 7 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

MONDAY | DECEMBER 4
CARD AND BOOKMARK MAKING WORKSHOPS
Up-cycle old cards into bookmarks or turn them 
into new holiday cards. Drop-in for fun crafting and 
a cozy atmosphere. The Library provides additional 
craft materials to all. Main Library, 601 Santa 
Monica Blvd. 3 - 5 p.m. 

DISABILITIES COMMISSION
Civic Center Parking Structure, 333 Civic Center Dr, 
6:30 - 8 p.m. Agenda available online at 
https://www.smgov.net/departments/clerk/boards.
aspx?id=53687092550

BABY TIME
Introduce your child to storytime with interactive 
books, bounces, and more! Free tickets are 
available at 10:15 a.m. Starts at 10:30 a.m. Program 
is 20 minutes. For ages 0-17 months. Second 
session starts at 11:30 a.m. Main Library, 601 Santa 
Monica Blvd. 

Hospitality Santa Monica

GUEST COMMENTARY
Send comments to editor@smdp.com

JOEL DIXON
Chief People & Culture Officer at Rustic Canyon Family

I am a resident of Santa Monica and have 
proudly worked in this city since January 16th, 
2009.

While the pandemic aftermath and worry 
seem personally behind most of us in our 
day-to-day lives, I can tell you with certainty, 
that it is not the case for your favorite local 
restaurants. After the most challenging few 
years in recent history, we are still on the long 
road to recovery. It is a battle to break even.

We’ve had six smash-and-grabs in the last 
year. The cost to repair the broken windows 
and equipment costs more than what is 
actually taken. Mentally unwell people circle 
in front of our restaurants, screaming, and 
creating an unsafe, unpredictable environment 
for our guests. Oftentimes, they sleep near 
the entrances to our restaurants or patios 
and we have to clean up after them. We have 
seen mentally unwell people defecating on 
the sidewalk in front our guests, throw open 
cans of soda and wield knives at guests. It’s 
becoming a constant battle to create a warm 
and positive environment for our guests.

The cost of keeping our doors open has 
exploded.

You’ll hear the same generic complaints 
from residents and businesses alike. There 
are more and more unwell homeless people 
taking over our parks and sidewalks. We are 
experiencing more petty theft and break-ins. 
But there isn’t enough police response to our 
calls for help. If perpetrators are captured, 
there are fewer consequences for violent, illegal 
acts. We have very little recourse as victims, 
and there is even less to deter people from 
committing crimes in the first place.

I see the investments into expanding 
housing. I see the push to bring the lost 
tourism back to our city. All of this seems 
out of sequence. Shouldn’t we first solve the 
homelessness and mental crisis issue?

I know there is hope for a better Santa 
Monica, and the Rustic Canyon Family isn’t 
alone.

We will no longer stand by and watch our 
beautiful city fall further into disarray. My 
determination goes beyond business for me; I 
have been a part of this community for almost 
15 years, and I am personally invested in our 
community.

I’m proud to announce that the Rustic 
Canyon Family has joined other local hotels, 
restaurants, and community leaders under 
the leadership of the California Restaurant 
Association to form the Hospitality Santa 
Monica coalition. We aim to affect positive 
policy changes from Santa Monica City Hall 
that we believe residents, neighborhoods, and 
all businesses will benefit from.

We hope to grow a diverse network of 
community members like you, as well as 
businesses and other organizations to act as a 
unified voice at City Council, with everyone 
pushing for better policies to revive our city as 
the California destination. We will fight to stay 
in business here, and we hope you’ll join us.

Joel Dixon is the Chief People & Culture Officer of the 
Rustic Canyon Family of restaurants in Santa Monica, 
including Rustic Canyon, Huckleberry Bakery & Café, 
Sweet Rose Creamery, Milo + Olive, Cassia, Esters Wine 
Shop & Bar, Birdie G’s and Ojai’s The Duchess. Visit 
hospitalitysantamonica.com to learn more and join us 
to affect positive change in our city.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Editor:

As a longtime Santa Monica resident, I welcome CRA Hospitality Santa Monica’s 
initiative. It’s time we take our city back from an inept, ideological council and city hall 
that are privileging crime and homelessness over the safety and well-being of local 
businesses and residents, i.e. taxpayers. We’ve lived in Santa Monica for 22 years, and 
since about 2018 have faced increased crime, harassment and pointless destruction, 
with no end to it, and no police action. It’s out of control, we stopped visiting DTSM 
years ago, and now the plague has crept into our neighborhoods. Once a lovely city, 
Santa Monica  has turned into an overpriced hellzone. It’s high time for major change, 
and I welcome businesses taking action, as their voice always has more impact with 
local government than that of residents. We need to stop the downwards spiral our 
beloved city is engulfed in, before it’s too late for a comeback. Time for major policy 
change.

Marianne O’Donnell, Santa Monica

GET IT
DAILY...
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Autos Wanted

Autos Wanted

NEW AUTHORS WANTED! 
Page Publishing will help 
you self-publish your 
own book. FREE author 
submission kit! Limited 
offer!   Why wait?   Call 
now: 1-855-667-0380 (Cal-
SCAN)

Prepare for power outages 
today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator. 
$0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options. 
Request a FREE Quote -Call 
now before the next power 
outage: 1-844-439-5645 
(SCAN)
 
Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 
1-855-424-7581 (Cal-SCAN)

Over $10K in Debt? Be debt 
free in 24 to 48 months. No 
upfront fees to enroll. A+ 
BBB rated. Call National 
Debt Relief 1-888-231-
4274. (Cal-SCAN)

FREE high speed internet 
for those that qualify. 
Government program for 
recipients of select programs 
incl. Medicaid, SNAP, 
Housing Assistance, WIC, 
Veterans Pension, Survivor 
Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 
GB internet service. Bonus 
offer: Android tablet FREE 
with one-time $20 copay. 
Free shipping & handling. 
Call Maxsip Telecom today! 
1-855-480-0769 (Cal-SCAN)

RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ 
for business purpose 
Real Estate loans. Credit 
unimportant. V.I.P. Trust 
Deed Company www.
viploan.com Call 1-818-
248-0000. Broker-
principal DRE 01041073. 
No consumer loans. (Cal-
SCAN)

The difference in winning 
and losing market share 
is how businesses use 
their advertising dollars. 
CNPA’s Advertising 
Services’ power to 
connect to nearly 13 
million of the state’s 
readers who are an 
engaged audience, 
makes our services an 
indispensable marketing 
solution. For more info 
call Cecelia @ (916) 288-
6011 or cecelia@cnpa.
com

DID YOU KNOW 
Newspaper-generated 
content is so valuable 
it’s taken and repeated, 
condensed, broadcast, 
tweeted, discussed, 
posted, copied, edited, 
and emailed countless 
times throughout the 
day by others? Discover 
the Power of Newspaper 
Advertising.   For a free 
brochure call 916-288-
6011 or email cecelia@
cnpa.com  (Cal-SCAN)

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel 
can install a new, custom 
bath or shower in as 
little as one day. For a 
limited time, we’re waiving 
all installation costs! 
(Additional terms apply. 
Subject to change and 
vary by dealer. Offer ends 
12/31/23 Call 1-833-985-
4766 (Cal-SCAN)

Fenwick & West LLP is 
accepting resumes for 
the following position 
in SANTA MONICA, CA: 
Associate (REF6982509): 
To perform a wide variety 
of services related to the 
legal counseling of publicly-
held and privately-held high 
technology companies. 
Telecommuting permitted. 
Wage range: $295,000 - 
$370,000 per year. Send 
resume to Fenwick & West 
LLP recruiting@fenwick.com. 
Must be legally authorized 
to work in the U.S without 
sponsorship. EOE. Must 
include REF code.

SAVE BIG on HOME 
INSURANCE! Compare 
20 A-rated insurances 
companies. Get a quote 
within minutes. Average 
savings of $444/year! 
Call 1-844-410-9609! (M-F 
8am-8pm Central) (Cal-
SCAN)

Stroke and Cardiovascular 
disease are leading causes 
of death, according to 
the American Heart 
Association. Screenings 
can provide peace of 
mind or early detection! 
Contact Life Line 
Screening to schedule 
your screening. Special 
offer - 5 screenings for 
just $149. Call 1-888-892-
5598 (Cal-SCAN)
 
Safe Step. North 
America?’s #1 Walk-
In Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-
the-line installation and 
service. Now featuring 
our FREE shower package 
and $1600 Off for a 
limited time! Call today! 
Financing available. Call 
Safe Step 1-888-989-
5749 (Cal-SCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR TO KIDS  
Fast Free Pickup – Running 
or Not - 24 Hour Response 
- Maximum Tax Donation – 
Help Find Missing Kids! Call 
1-888-491-1453. (Cal-SCAN)

GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR??? Your car donation 
to Patriotic Hearts helps 
veterans find work or start 
their own business. Fast free 
pick. Running or not!   Call 
24/7: 1-877-529-0495. (Cal-
SCAN)

Tiene un vehiculo no 
deseado? Donelo a 
Patriotic Hearts! Recogida 
rápida y gratuita en los 50 
estados.  Patriotic Hearts 
ofrece programas para 
ayudar a los veteranos a 
encontrar trabajo o iniciar 
su propio negocio. Llama 
ahora: 1-844-244-5441 
(24/7) (Cal-SCAN)

Donating your vehicle? 
Get more! Free Towing. Tax 
Deductible. Plus a $200 
restaurant voucher and a 
2-night/3-day hotel stay 
at one of 50 locations. Call 
Heritage for the Blind to 
donate your vehicle today. 
CALL 1-844-491-2884 (Cal-
SCAN)

Announcements

Financial Services

Internet
Home Improvement

Help Wanted

Insurance

Miscellaneous

Real Estate Loans Health/Medical

Classifieds CLASSIFICATIONS
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale
Furniture

Pets
Boats
Jewelry
Wanted	
Travel
Vacation Rentals

Apartments/Condos 
Rent
Houses for Rent
Roommates
Commercial Lease
Real Estate

Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services
Computer Services

Attorney Services
Business Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness
Wealth and Success

Lost and Found

Personals

Psychic

Obituaries

Tutoring

FOR QUOTES PLEASE CALL 310-573-8074 or email cindy@smdp.com

Autos Wanted/Luxury

WANTED!  Old Porsche  
3 5 6 / 9 1 1 / 9 1 2 f o r 
restoration by   hobbyist 
1948-1998 Only.   Any 
condition. Top $ paid!   
PLEASE LEAVE MESSAGE   
1-707-339-5994. Email:    
Porscherestoration@
yahoo.com  Cal-SCAN

DONATE YOUR UNWANTED 
CAR, TRUCK, RV OR BOAT 
TO HELP HOMELESS 
PETS PETS ALIVE, A 
CALIFORNIA, QUALIFIED 
501-C-3 NONPROFIT.   WE 
ARE TAX DEDUCTION 
AND PAPERWORK 
EXPERTS AND PROVIDE 
GUARANTEED TAX 
DEDUCTIONS. FOR 
QUOTES AND QUICK PICK 
UP, CALL US TODAY. 833-
772-2632 (Cal-SCAN) 
LAPETSALIVE.ORG

PLACE YOUR 
CLASSIFIED HERE
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Zack Hill By JOHN DEERING & JOHN NEWCOMBE

Agnes By TONY COCHRAN

Strange Brew By JOHN DEERINGHeathcliff By PETER GALLAGHER

Dogs of C-Kennel By MICK & MASON MASTROIANNI & JOHNNY HART

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S WORDS PUZZLE.
Bucket list destinations

To advertise, email cindy@smdp.com or call 310.458.7737
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SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S SUDOKU

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S CROSSWORD

Sudoku
Fill in the blank  
cells using numbers  
1 to 9. Each num-
ber can appear only 
once in each row, col-
umn, and 3x3 block.  
Use logic and pro-
cess of elimination to  
solve the puzzle.

	 ARIES (March 21-April 19). You’re participating in 
something like a game, though many things about it are 
more important than the win. For instance, you’ll love 
who you meet, the skills you hone and the feeling of 
being on a team.
	 TAURUS (April 20-May 20). With the right frame of 
mind, all can feel centered and settled. Work on it. Turn 
your scene around a few times in your head so you can 
get the perspective right. When you’re powerful in your 
mind, you’re powerful in the world.
	 GEMINI (May 21-June 21). It feels good to be 
needed, but the feeling comes after the fact. Moments 
of service seem like a blur. Later, when you note your 
sense of fulfillment and miss the satisfaction of problem-
solving, you’ll sign up for more.

	 CANCER (June 22-July 22). The truth is deeply 
layered, with pockets of mystery sewn into it. This leaves 
room for your interpretation. You’ll assemble a lovely, 
empowering, if incomplete story and get comfortable 
carrying a question. 
	 LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You’re well aware that having 
access to something doesn’t make it yours. There are 
entitled and discourteous folks around, but don’t waste 
time worrying about them. Rest easy knowing you 
contribute to a respectful society. 
	 VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Your awareness of others 
is heightened today, and you’ll lean into the team spirit. 
You’ll notice who needs the assist before they ask for it. 
And when it’s your turn, you’ll take the help and carry 
the project on. 

	 LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). You have plenty of room 
in your life for good influences. New people enter your 
realm. Those who are already in your life may need to 
adjust. Be prepared to give extra care and assurances as 
needed.
	 SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). You don’t always have 
to know what a thing means right away to know that it’s 
significant. You collect the “signs” to be interpreted later. 
The important thing is that you’re observant. Insights 
will come at the perfect moment. 
	 SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Your intentions 
are pure, and you’re just not getting the reaction you 
desire. It’s possible you’re giving the right thing to the 
wrong people. Find a different audience and test out the 
theory.

	 CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). People make 
mistakes. You have no problem issuing an apology when 
you’re in the wrong. But this time, you’re not. You’re the 
one due an apology and you’ll eventually get it. If given 
another chance, they’ll treat you better. 
	 AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). When the ego thinks 
something is essential, it can produce cravings beyond 
the physical. Gratitude inoculates you from false need. 
Differentiating between need and want will save you 
money and trouble. 
	 PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). There is always someone 
worse off than you, and better off too. Thanks to recent 
associations, you now have a fresh perspective and a 
rare sense of objectivity for your own experience and 
position.

You are destined to transform the mundane into the extraordinary. Everyday moments become memorable experiences because of your 
humor, treasured by many, and because of your astonishing attention to detail. Scorpio and Aquarius adore you. Your lucky numbers are: 11, 
5, 8, 12 and 40.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY (Dec. 1)

HOROSCOPES
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One Medical makes it easy to get in-person primary care and 24/7 virtual care for your 
body and mind. Visit us in our comfortable, modern offices or right from your phone — our 
providers will make you feel seen, heard, and cared for.

Get $55* off your 1st year of membership with code: SMDPOM
Learn more at onemedical.com/smdp
*Terms & conditions apply

The doctor’s office tailor-made for Los Angeles.

Avoid the 405 
with 10 primary 
care offices

10 primary care offices in the area

24/7 on-demand virtual care via message 
or video

Improved appointment lengths with 
minimal wait

Request prescription refills via our app

Simple referral process for specialists
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