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Santa Monica schools are over-
crowded, but officials have a
plan to cut back
BY ANDREW H. FIXMER
Special to the Daily Press

The Santa Monica public education system has
become a victim of its own success.

Most of the schools in the Santa Monica-Malibu
Unified School District are bursting at the seams and
school officials plan to cut the amount of students that are
enrolled in the system.

School officials say that because the quality of educa-
tion in the school district continues to improve, parents
are pulling their children out of private schools and opt-
ing for public education.

The increased enrollment from local students, com-
bined with the traditional high number of out-of-district
permits granted by the school board, has led to over-

crowded classrooms. The school district administration
has prepared a plan, which will be presented at next
week’s school board meeting, to drastically reduce
enrollment.

“We need to wrestle with the financial implications of
reducing the number of students in the district,” said John
Deasy, superintendent of schools. “We have taken a close
look at where cuts can be made and at the financial
impact a reduced enrollment will have.”

Too many students in the schools

BY ROGER ALFORD
Associated Press Writer

JACKSON, Ky. — Randolph
Scott Stidham was so proud of shoot-
ing an enormous deer he drove it
around town in the back of his pick-
up to show it off to friends.

They broke the bad news: He had
actually bagged one of 1,300 protect-
ed elk that wildlife officials have
been trying to restore to the state’s
Appalachian mountains.

Now Stidham, 38, faces more than
$8,000 in fines and up to a year in
jail.

“Anyone who mistakenly shoots
an elk is an idiot,” said Roy Grimes,
deputy state fish and wildlife com-
missioner. “If a person cannot tell the
difference between an elk and a deer,
they should get rid of their firearms.”

Elk can weigh as much as 800
pounds; the antlers alone can weigh
50 pounds and extend 6 feet. Deer

are about a quarter of the size.
“It’s like comparing a tractor-trail-

er to a pickup truck,” said conserva-
tion officer Jamon Halvaksz.

Stidham pleaded innocent this
week to charges of possessing an elk.
He and his attorney had no comment.

Prosecutor Hershel Branson said
Stidham turned himself in as soon as
he realized the error. “Obviously,
he’s guilty of it, but you have to look
at intent,” Branson said.

‘Oh deer,’ it’s an elk!

“Anyone who 
mistakenly shoots an

elk is an idiot.”

— ROY GRIMES
Wildlife commissioner

Speed not always the factor
in accidents, cops say
BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

Travelers along Montana Avenue had bet-
ter pay attention, or it may end up costing you
your life or someone else’s.

A pedestrian spent five days in the hospital
in serious condition after a motorist, identified
as Barbara Billingsley, hit her while she was
walking in a crosswalk at the intersection of
Montana Avenue and 10th Street on Nov. 17.
The victim has been released from an area
hospital and is recuperating from a broken leg,
according to police.

The incident is just one of several that have
occurred in the past year on the busy road
which handles high volumes of traffic and
pedestrians. The ongoing police investigation
will determine who was at fault, although no
charges are likely on either side, police say.

Generally, pedestrians have the right of
way, particularly if they are in a crosswalk,
according to California law.

“But the pedestrian has to be conscious of
what they are doing,” said personal injury
lawyer Howard Kronberg. “According to the
law, they shall not relieve themselves of the
responsibility to exercise due care ... so they
can’t just dart out in front of a car or delay
traffic.”

When the Montana Avenue accident
occurred, several area residents said the road
is extremely dangerous and exceptionally
risky when traveling on foot. While some say
the city needs to do more to make it pedestri-
an friendly, others think the problem is too
much traffic and speeding cars. Police offi-
cials say the problem is people not paying
attention.

“Speed is generally not the primary factor

in pedestrian versus car accidents on Montana
Avenue and we have had a number of them,”
said Santa Monica Police Sgt. Jacqueline
Seabrooks. “It’s been a combination of autos
and pedestrians at fault.

“It’s a mutual responsibility.”
And while police presence on Montana

Avenue has been beefed up, Seabrooks said
enforcement of pedestrian laws is just as
important. Enforcing those laws supplements

the traffic safety program that has been used
in the city for years.

Along Montana Avenue and other high
traffic areas where there is a lot of people on
foot, the Santa Monica Police Department
combine enforcement efforts with a commer-
cial officer driving a city truck, officers on
motorcycle and car cruisers.

One witness to the Nov. 17 accident who
walks along Montana Avenue every day with
her child wonders why the police department
doesn’t put a permanent deterrent along the

It’s a two-way street for
cars and pedestrians

Carolyn Sackariason/Daily Press
Carlos Lopez, from Sun Valley, Idaho-based Stern Dahl Enterprises,
cuts a new crosswalk on Montana Avenue as part of the city’s pedes-
trian improvement plan.

See SCHOOLS, page 3

See PEDESTRIANS, page 3

“Speed is generally not 
the primary factor in 

pedestrian versus car 
accidents on Montana
Avenue and we have 

had a number of them.”

— JACQUELINE SEABROOKS
Santa Monica Police Sargeant



ARIES (March 21-April 19)
��� Today's Full Moon emphasizes the importance
of remaining practical, no matter how difficult or how
good a situation appears to be. Aspire to your long-term
goals. Explain your cost-cutting ideas to those around
you. Know that your suggestions will be well-received.
Tonight: Catch up on a friend's news.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
���� The Full Moon tests your limits -- both finan-
cially and emotionally. Others don't seem to be com-
municating their ideas. A boss has a suggestion or good
news money-wise. Know that nothing is for certain
until it has happened. Listen to an associate. Tonight:
Head home. Think about your Christmas list.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
���� Others back you in a disagreement. Allow
your creativity to emerge when dealing with those at a
distance. You find an expert waffling, or at best, con-
fusing. Ask questions to help this person clarify his
ideas. Take your time making a decision. Tonight: Have
a serious talk.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
��� Being that you're ruled by the moon, this Full
Moon has an unusual impact. If you're feeling less than
up to snuff, call it an early day and head on home. A
close partner understands you and supports a project. Be
discreet with communication in general. Wait a day or
so if you question a decision. Tonight: Do for yourself.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
���� You could easily you could lose your focus
when dealing with others. Someone might not have the
same perspective. Deal with someone head on. Do not
shy away from a possible change involving an interper-
sonal relationship. Declare what you want and aim for
it. Tonight: Someone close might be a touch grumpy!

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
����You find yourself pulled in two separate direc-
tions. Honor your priorities, staying efficient and
directed. Brainstorm with a family member later in the
day. Decide what both of you would most enjoy doing
later on. Indulge yourself. Tonight: You're a force to be
dealt with.

JACQUELINE BIGAR'S STARS

The stars show the kind of day you'll have: 
�����-Dynamic    ����-Positive    ���-Average    ��-So-so    �-Difficult

Cancer, take time and do for yourself

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
���� Suddenly you're on overload with a change in
plans or news that tosses your day into even more
chaos. The good news is that everyone is communicat-
ing. The bad news is that you cannot get anything done.
Juggle the different time demands. Brainstorm as to
how to handle a difficult person. Tonight: Hold off on
taking off. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
���� Reach out for others who might have a better
understanding of financial matters. A talk/brainstorm-
ing session brings excellent results. The key to success
is found by not deluding yourself about something hap-
pening behind the scenes. Someone could be stern.
Tonight: Deal with an uptight loved one. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
���� Others test your limits way too often. Be clear
when dealing with emotional matters. Your words
become a panacea to others. Express your thoughts
even if someone could have an attitude right now. This
too will pass; just give this person time. Tonight: Go out
with the crowd.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
���� The Full Moon could toss you and others off-
kilter. You could be more exhausted than you realize.
Slow down and take your time completing work. Do
one thing at a time. Don't multitask! Your intuition
helps you make the right financial decision. Tonight:
Ask for a back rub. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
����� Others might misread your playfulness,
causing a snafu where you least expect it. Your imagi-
nation and unpredictability take you in a new direction.
Others admire your resourcefulness. Don't be hard on a
child or a new friend. Tonight: Play the night away.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
����You might not see eye to eye with others right
now. Today's Full Moon takes a toll on your relation-
ships. You can't say no and respond to demands imme-
diately. A family member could be quite put off by your
lack of response. Tonight: Buy a favorite munchie on
the way home. 
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Schools feeling the greatest impact from
increased enrollment are Santa Monica High
School, John Adams and Lincoln middle schools,
and Franklin and Juan Cabrillo elementary
schools.

“We just have very high quality schools. We
have a great curriculum and a wide breadth of col-
lege prep courses. And to top it off we have a great
staff of teachers,” said Tom Pratt, school board
president. “Because the quality of our schools is
so superior, parents are taking their kids out of pri-
vate schools to put them back in public schools.

“That’s what caused a lot of these overcrowd-
ing problems.”

Five years ago the school district was under
funded and unable to cope with the financial
weight of educating its students. In order to raise

money, the school board allowed many out-of-dis-
trict students to enroll in Santa Monica. With the
increased enrollment came extra money from the
state.

Now the school district boasts some of the top
test scores in the state and a wide array of classes
and extra curricular activities. Lincoln
Elementary, for example, was just named one of
America’s top schools by Disney and will be fea-
tured in an upcoming documentary to be aired on
the Lifetime Cable Television channel.

School officials said non-resident students cur-
rently enrolled in the school district will be
allowed to finish out their education in Santa
Monica.

“All current students will remain — we just
don’t want to take on any new students,” said
Desay. “That’s the fair thing to do.”

roadway like a radar trailer to slow traffic down.
Seabrooks said the police department has tried

that — especially at busy intersections like 26th
Street and Montana Avenue — but they were shot
down by business owners. 

“We got complaints for taking up parking
spaces,” Seabrooks said. “We have heightened the
enforcement much to the chagrin of people up
there.”

City officials are hoping the millions of dollars
that they dedicated to pedestrian and safety
enhancements will curb the frequency of pedestri-
an accidents.

Ironically, workers are finishing up hundreds
of thousands of dollars worth of improvements to
Montana Avenue, as the last part of a city-wide
pedestrian improvement project that began in
1998. A second phase of improvements is sched-
uled to begin next year to make Wilshire and
Santa Monica Boulevards more safe, as well as

Broadway and Ocean Park Boulevard. That entire
project is expected to cost upwards of $4 million.

What pedestrians will see are crosswalks that
have lights embedded in the road so cars are noti-
fied in advance that pedestrians may be there. 

“It’s really a warning device,” said Ellen
Gelbard, assistant director of Santa Monica’s
planning and community development depart-
ment. “We put them at uncontrolled crosswalks
and at night, it really gets the attention of drivers.”

Crosswalks that are near schools and “walking
districts” also will be painted “zebra” style so
they are easier to see. The pattern of the striping
is vertical, about two feet alternating with a wide
section of unpainted pavement.

People also can expect to see dozens of traffic
islands installed on Wilshire and Santa Monica
Boulevards so they can negotiate one lane of traf-
fic at a time by stopping in the middle before
making it across the entire street.

Millions worth of improvements
coming for pedestrians, city says

School board likely to cut students and jobs
SCHOOLS, from page 1

By the Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — While home ownership
rises nationwide fueled by lower interest rates,
less than half of the residents who live here own
homes, according to census figures.

Only 38.6 percent of residents own their
homes, with 61.4 percent renting, census data
showed. Only New York City has more renters at
69.8 percent.

In Los Angeles, housing costs consume a larg-
er proportion of income than in New York. More
than 90 percent of low-income families spend
more than 30 percent of their incomes on rent,
according to the analysis.

“People are less secure economically and per-
sonally if they are renting,” Fernando Guerra,
director of the Center for the Study of Los
Angeles at Loyola Marymount University. “They
have no control over a variety of different aspects
of their quality of life.”

Los Angeles has bucked the nationwide trend
that shows home ownership rose to 66 percent
last year.

Yet in some of the nation’s largest cities, a
large percentage of people still rent. In Chicago,
56.2 percent of the city’s units are rentals. In
Houston, that number is 54.2 percent, and rentals
comprise about 45 percent of housing in Detroit.

Studies have shown that homeowners create a
stable community by voting regularly and getting
involved in schools and churches.

“When you look at the long-term prospects,
people who own homes are more likely to able to
accumulate wealth and pass it on to future gener-
ations,” added Gary Blasi, a University of
California, Los Angeles law professor who has
studied housing in Los Angeles.

Of Southern California residents polled in the
census, 55 percent said they are pessimistic that
the next generation will ever be able to buy a
home. About 80 percent said it was difficult for
middle-class families to find affordable housing
in their areas.

In Los Angeles, experts say, the low rate of
home ownership is rooted in a mix of factors
including the high cost of land, a huge gap
between wages and housing costs, and ineffec-
tive housing policies.

In other parts of Southern California, the rates
of home ownership more closely parallel the
national level. In Orange County, the rate is 62.3
percent and in Ventura County it’s 66.2 percent.

According to the report, the percentage of
households able to buy a median-priced home
last year was 36 percent in Los Angeles County,
28 percent in Orange County, 47 percent in
Riverside and San Bernardino counties and 33
percent in Ventura County.

The census report recommends penalizing
cities that do not build a specified amount of
housing, increasing funding for affordable hous-
ing, and supporting developments that mix hous-
ing with shops and offices.

LA is a city of renters

Sidewalk sales offers bargains on Main Street

By Daily Press staff

Celebrate the holidays and shop Santa Monica at the 8th Annual
Sidewalk Sale and Open House on Main Street this Saturday.
Several boutiques, gift shops, and galleries will have tables with
sale items. Salons, home design stores and restaurants are offering
discounts, and many businesses will be having parties.

The sidewalk sale starts at noon. Open houses start at dusk and
many shops will stay open into the evening. The shuttle will be run-
ning free with an expanded route that includes Montana Avenue. 

Pacific Park kid sake program deemed successful

By Daily Press Staff

Pacific Park on the Santa Monica Pier launched its Operation
Kids’ Sake program last month to the delight of 200 kids, their fam-
ilies and various local children’s organizations. Some of the partic-
ipants in Pacific Park’s holiday program feature the Boys and Girls
Club of Santa Monica, The Salvation Army, Santa Monica College
on the Move, Pico Partnership, and Project Echo.

Pacific Park provided each organization with certificates to be
distributed during the holiday season by project coordinators. Each
certificate entitles one family of four to a day of unlimited rides at
the park. The certificates are valid through November 2002.

“As the family amusement park on the Santa Monica Pier, our
goal is to celebrate children from the surrounding communities,”
says Stacy Glazer, director of marketing and sales.  “We are pleased
to continue our program so all kids have a chance to visit Pacific
Park, especially during the holiday season.”

Pacific Park, the West Coast’s premier family amusement park
located on the historic Santa Monica Pier, offers 12 amusement
park rides, 19 midway games and attractions and an oceanfront
food plaza with seven restaurants.  Admission to the park is free and
parking is available along the pier. 

Winter Faire to be held Saturday

By Daily Press Staff

Westside Waldorf School invites everyone to its Winter Faire to
be held Saturday, from 1 p.m. to 6 p.m. at 1229 4th St. in Santa
Monica. The Faire will feature craft-making for all ages, a mari-
onette puppet show, live music and dance, shopping for holiday
gifts, delicious food and a store just for children.

“The Winter Faire is designed to counter the commercialism of
the holiday season. It gives us a chance to be part of the creative
rather than the buying side of things,” said Faire coordinator Gillian
Grebler. “It’s a celebration of the winter season, when the light
from outside is low but the light from inside is full.”  Westside
Waldorf School’s Acorn Store, at 1220 Fifth Street, Santa Monica,
also will be open, with wooden and handmade toys and dolls, craft
supplies, calendars and books for sale.

At 5 p.m., the Faire comes to an end and after a quick commu-
nal clean-up, everyone is invited to a multi-cultural Festival of
Light, where school parents, students and teachers share some of
the winter holiday candle-lighting ceremonies and stories from
their own traditions.

Admission to the Faire is free. Tickets will be sold for individ-
ual activities. Visitors are invited to bring a can or plastic wrapped
package of food to donate to the Westside Food Bank. The Winter
Faire is a fundraiser for the school.

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

However, Deasy would not comment on specifics of the plan before
next Thursday’s school board meeting, other than to say with a
decreased student body, some budget cuts may be necessary.

“It’s a catch 22. The more money you have the more programs you
can offer. With less money you have less resources,” said Pratt. “And
making cuts is the last thing the school wants to do, but is has become
absolutely necessary”

PEDESTRIANS, from page 1
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Wm. F. Steinmetz/Philadelphia/Inquirer
Students at Temple University try out a “Survivor” like, Web-based game
called CPA Career Adventure, in Philadelphia. Accounting degrees award-
ed nationally fell to 47,895 in the 1998-99 school year, down 20 percent
from 1995-96. The number of candidates taking the CPA examination has
dropped 10 percent since 1983, according to the American Institute of
Certified Public Accountants.

BY EMMA ROSS
AP Medical Writer

LONDON — Ecstasy, the increasingly
popular party drug, may cause more brain
damage in women than in men, new
research suggests.

A study published this week in The
Lancet medical journal compared brain
scans of people who had taken 50 or more
Ecstasy tablets in their lifetimes with
those of a group who had never taken the
drug. The findings indicated women —
but not men — lost a significant number
of brain cells, even though the men had
taken more Ecstasy over the years.

Fifty tablets is considered the threshold
for increased risk of developing psychi-
atric problems. Experts said the prelimi-
nary findings raised an interesting possi-
bility but that larger studies are needed to
confirm the results.

Ecstasy, also known as XTC or E,
affects serotonin, a brain chemical that
regulates mood, emotion, sleep, appetite,
memory and sexual behavior. The drug
typically induces feelings of euphoria,
increased energy and sexual arousal, and
makes people feel a need to be touched or
hugged.

The illegal drug, known scientifically
as methylenedioxymethamphetamine, or
MDMA, is also said to suppress the need
to eat, drink or sleep, making it possible to
endure parties for two or three days.

However, in high doses it can cause a
sharp increase in body temperature, lead-
ing to muscle breakdown, kidney and
heart failure, and death.

Studies have shown it also kills brain
cells that release serotonin. Scientists are
now trying to find out how long the brain
damage lasts and its long-term conse-
quences. So far, studies have found that
heavy users have persistent memory prob-
lems and preliminary research suggests
they also have trouble with verbal reason-
ing and sustaining attention.

In the latest study, Dutch scientists
compared the brain scans of 69 people,
who were divided into four groups. One
included people who used drugs but not
Ecstasy, the second comprised those who

had taken fewer than 50 tablets during
their lives. The third, the heavy users, had
taken 50 or more Ecstacy pills and the
fourth group included people who used to
be heavy users but had given up Ecstasy
at least a year before the study.

The researchers found that compared
to the brains of women who had never
taken Ecstasy, the brains of heavy Ecstasy
female users had weaker concentrations
of serotonin transporters, the sites on
brain cell surfaces that mop up serotonin
from the space between cells after it has
finished acting on other cells.

If the chemical is not mopped up, fur-
ther brain signals are prevented from get-
ting through.

MDMA gets into the brain cell through
the serotonin transporter. A missing trans-
porter means a dead cell, said the study’s
leader, Dr. Liesbeth Reneman, professor
of radiology at the Academic Medical
Center at the University of Amsterdam.

The decline in serotonin transporters
was not seen in the men’s brain scans, she
said.

Kathryn Cunningham, professor of
pharmacology and toxicology at the
University of Texas Medical Branch in
Galveston, said it makes sense that men
and women would respond differently to
MDMA.

One reason is that amphetamines are
cleared from the body more quickly in the
presence of testosterone, she said.

Another fact that supports the findings
is that the female hormone estrogen regu-
lates the serotonin transporter, said
Cunningham, who was not involved in the
study.

“Estrogen-dependent changes in the
serotonin transporter might regulate the
brain response, and thus toxicity, to
MDMA. And it’s conceivable that women
may be more vulnerable to brain damage
at certain times of the month,” she said.

MDMA was discovered in Germany in
1913 and patented by a pharmaceutical
company in 1914. It was intended as an
appetite suppressant, but was never mar-
keted because of its side-effects.

Women more vulnerable to
brain damage from Ecstasy
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BY MARCY GORDON
AP Business Writer

WASHINGTON — The House passed
legislation Thursday to help the insurance
industry cover the cost of claims from any
future terrorist attacks. Passage came amid a
partisan dispute over restrictions on personal
lawsuits seeking damages.

The vote was 227-193, mostly along party
lines, as Democrats withdrew their earlier
support after restrictions on terrorism-related
litigation were added to the bill. The changes
clouded prospects for agreement with the
Senate on compromise legislation.

The bill would commit the government,
for at least a year, to covering 90 percent of
losses from another major terror attack;
insurance companies would pay the rest. The
measure would require insurers to reimburse
the government for the aid.

Companies that write policies protecting
property were hit hard by the Sept. 11 attacks,
with losses estimated at $30 billion to $70
billion. The industry remains healthy overall.

Provisions pushed by Republican leaders
would restrict the ability of individuals to
seek further damages in court. The measure
would bar suits against companies, building
owners, security firms or other businesses on
the grounds that those entities were negligent
and failed to protect people against a terror
attack.

At the White House’s request, provisions
barring payment of punitive damages and
capping attorneys’ fees were inserted
Wednesday. Democrats in the House and
Senate oppose such limitations and there are
no related provisions in a draft version in the
Democratic-controlled Senate.

Republicans long have sought to curb trial
lawyers, traditionally major donors to the
Democratic Party.

Rep. Louise Slaughter, D-N.Y., said the
liability provisions were “a heavy-handed
attempt to curtail victims’ rights.”

Lawmakers warned that the dispute could
sink the insurance legislation. The changes
led the Consumer Federation of America and

Consumers Union to withdraw their support
for the bill.

Proponents of the legislation want to send
it to President Bush next month. Many insur-
ance contracts expire on Dec. 31, and insur-
ers generally must give policyholders 30 or
45 days’ notice before cancellation or major
changes in coverage.

Insurance companies have asked state reg-
ulators for permission to exclude terrorism
coverage from policies next year.

The White House urged prompt House
passage of the bill “to ensure the continued
availability of insurance for terrorist-related
acts.”

The Bush administration also said in a
statement it is concerned that requiring reim-
bursement of the government could put a
heavy burden on the insurance industry at a
time of economic strain.

The legislation is moving more slowly in
the Senate. The draft version — endorsed by
the administration — would not require reim-
bursement. It would have the Treasury help
cover costs of future attacks for two years,
with the industry paying the first $10 billion
each year.

Supporters of the legislation say it is need-
ed to avert major economic disruption. They
say it is not an industry bailout and contend it
would be difficult to get bank loans for proj-
ects such as building construction, pipelines
and bridges without terrorism coverage.

“We cannot let the terrorists win by dis-
rupting our economy because we failed to do
our job,” Rep. Michael Oxley, R-Ohio, chair-
man of the House Financial Services
Committee, said during House debate.

Before the attacks against the World Trade
Center and the Pentagon, nearly all property
insurance policies, both commercial and res-
idential, covered terrorist acts without addi-
tional charge. Now, because insurance com-
panies cannot calculate risks associated with
potential future terror attacks, they are unable
to determine premium levels.

Many insurers are sharply increasing their
rates or even withdrawing coverage, lawmak-
ers say.

Bail out bill passes
for insurance firms

Associated Press
U.S. Marine Michael Sean Leo, left, from Diamondbar, Calif., and
Lance Cpl. Ajmal Achekzai from Salt Lake City, Utah, raise the U.S.
flag on the U.S. Marine forward base in southern Afghanistan, early
Thursday. The base is within striking distance of the Taliban strong-
hold of Kandahar. Achekzai was born in Afghanistan and left the
country after the Soviet invasion.

BY PAM EASTON
Associated Press Writer

HOUSTON — Sitting at his desk at
Enron Corp.’s 50-story world headquar-
ters, Nathan Will knows his days are num-
bered, but he isn’t worried about losing
his job. He is worried about finding anoth-
er.

“Am I tainted when I come out of
here?” he asked Thursday. “Is an employ-
er going to look at me and say, ‘Oh, he
worked at Enron’?”

The spectacular meltdown of what was
once the world’s biggest buyer and seller
of energy has left employees bitter and
bewildered.

The free-fall continued Thursday, with
Enron stock sliding another 25 cents to a
humiliating 36 cents a share after reaching
more than $80 earlier this year. Analysts

warned that bankruptcy was the only way
out.

Many of Enron’s 20,000 employees
have already seen their retirement savings
devastated because their 401(k) plans
were invested heavily in Enron stock.

Enron — an aggressive, even swagger-
ing, player in the deregulated energy mar-
ket — suffered one of the swiftest, steep-
est falls ever seen on Wall Street, implod-
ing in just a matter of weeks.

It collapsed after disclosing that execu-
tives had engaged in off-the-books busi-
ness deals and that it had overstated prof-
its by more than a half-billion dollars over
the past four years.

Investors lost confidence and dumped
their stock, causing Enron to lose tens of
billions in value.

Houston-based energy marketer
Dynegy had struck a deal to come to

Enron’s rescue, but the $8.4 billion
takeover agreement came apart on
Wednesday after Wall Street lowered
Enron’s credit rating to junk status.

The crash has left many investors and
employees resentful of Enron’s upper
management.

“Most people feel as though they know
they didn’t have anything to do with it, so
why are they essentially going to be pun-
ished?” said Will, who manages a trading
desk for the company’s broadband divi-
sion and up until recently had boasted
about working for Enron.

Bob Knudson of Omaha, Neb., a for-
mer employee who lost a significant
amount of his family’s retirement savings,
said he wants answers from Enron’s top
management on why it let it all go down
the tubes.

“The swiftness with which all this has

happened, I don’t think anybody, whether
it is on Wall Street or Omaha, Neb., or
Houston could have imagined,” he said.
“Even the analyst never saw it coming.”

Enron has not announced any job cuts,
saying in a statement that it would “work
to retain the employees necessary to the
continuing operations of our trading and
other core energy businesses.”

A group of Enron employees sued the
company last week, alleging mismanage-
ment by executives running the 401(k)
plan resulted in huge losses in their retire-
ment funds. The lawsuit says employees
were encouraged to invest more heavily in
Enron stock just before it tanked.

“Probably the worst thing is that people
who have been with the company the
longest amount of time had the most loss-
es,” Robin Harrison, an attorney for some
of those employees.

Enron employees fearful of future prospects
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Reality Check®

By Dave Whammond
Speed Bump®

By Dave Coverly

Natural Selection®

By Russ Wallace

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
by Chuck Shepard 

Breakthroughs in artificial body parts
• In August, the Food and Drug Administration approved the artificial Neosphincter, a prescrip-
tion-required, pump-operated device to give relief for otherwise-hopelessly incontinent people;
although the device recorded too many "adverse incidents" in trials to be marketed to the general
population, it claimed a 90 percent success rate for patients specially trained in its use. And in
October, Toronto cosmetic surgeon Robert Stubbs, who has a thriving practice in silicone testicle
implants for men missing one or both, told the Edmonton Journal that he can now offer special
implants for fully testicled men who merely want bigger ones. 

NO ARTIFICIAL FLAVORS, COLORS OR
PRESERVATIVES ADDED. NEVER

PROCESSED, PICKED FRESH DAILY.
100% ORGANIC NEWS ...

Santa Monica Daily Press
310.458.7737

Fax: 310.576.9913
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C L A S S I F I E D  A D  I N S E R T I O N  O R D E R  F O R M

$14.80 per column 
inch for display ads.

$5.00 per day for 
the first  10 words.
50¢ per word for 

each additional word.

Bold: 50¢ per word

Italic: 50¢ per word

Boxed: 50¢ per ad

Reverse: 50¢ per line

CAPITALIZED: 50¢ per word

Underlined: 50¢ per word

Blank Lines: 50¢ each

EXTRAS

RATES First: Last:

Phone: Fax:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

PRINT CLEARLY:

001 Announcements
010 Meetings
020 Legal Notices
100 Employment

200 For Sale
250 Wanted
300 For Rent
400 Real Estate

500 Vehicles for Sale
600 Services
650 Health/Beauty

P.O. Box 1380 

Santa Monica, CA 90406-1380

Phone: 310-458-7737

FAX: 310-576-9913

Employment
DENTAL ASSISTANT AND/OR 
receptionist (Santa Monica). 
Cheerful, energetic and reliable, 
interested in Dentistry. Please 
call 310-466-8210.

FLORAL DESIGNER needed 
for flower shop in Century City.  
Please call (310)785-0669

GENERAL OFFICE Assistant 
for busy Marina Del Rey travel 
office.  Microsoft Word, Excel. 
Contact: Billy (310)823-7979

HAIR STYLIST, ESTHETICIAN 
& RECEPTIONIST wanted for 
Campus Cuts salon at UCLA.  2 
positions open.  Stylist Minimun 
2 years experience. (310)206-
4770

MANICURIST FOR Busy Santa 
Monica Salon.  Full-time, com-
mission or rented.  Open 9am-
8pm. (310)450-8669

RECEPTIONIST FOR busy up-
scale Brentwood Salon.  Full-
time, Tues. - Sat.  Position 
starts January 1 2002. 
(310)471-5555

RETAIL SALE associate for 
Malibu boutique. Must be strong 
in sales & merchandizing. 
cmputer knowledge. Free park-
ing. Call 310-271-4153 of fax 
310-271-1089

RETAIL SALES for S.M. chil-
dren’s clothing manufacturer 
outlet store.  Day hours, P/T or 
F/T including Saturdays.  Great 
benefits, medical, dental & 
401K  Fax resume 310-829-
1485 or call (310)453-3527 ext. 
206

REWARDING SALES CA-
REER. Int’l firm with 16 years 
success track record seeks ex-
perienced business person M/F 
to sponsor & coach clients on 
maximizing & protecting wealth.  
Comprehensive training & sup-
port.  Call Mr. Kenedy 
(800)600-5149

Employment
Santa Monica Daily Press is hir-
ing experienced journalists. 
Daily newspaper experience 
preferred.  Applicants should 
have a flare for hard news. 
Send resumes to Carolyn Sack-
ariason at P.O. Box 1380 Santa 
Monica, CA 90406-1380

THE SANTA Monica Daily 
Press is looking for Graphic De-
signers. Experience in 
QuarkXpress, Photoshop re-
quired. Part time or full time. 
Come join a great team in a fun, 
working environment. Send re-
sumes to the Daily Press, Pro-
duction Manager, PO Box 1380, 
Santa Monica, CA 90406-1380. 

THE SANTA Monica Daily 
Press is looking for Display Ad-
vertising Account Executives. 
Print advertising and consul-
tave/solution based selling ex-
perience required.  Send re-
sume and cover letter to the 
Daily Press, attn. Sales, PO 
Box 1380, Sanat Monica, CA
90401-1380. (310)458-7737

Wanted
PART TIME EMPLOYMENT
WANTED SuperGo New Or-
leans attorney recently arrived.  
All jobs considered.  Larry 
lbhoffing@home.com 310-422-
2331

WANTED 29 people serious 
about  losing weight. Dr. Rec-
ommended. 100% natural/no 
drugs. Call now (310)285-3115

For Rent
DOUBLE GARAGES 

FOR RENT!
Available Immediately

$300/mo plus one month $300 
security deposit.  Excellent se-

curity, off street, suitable for 
parking or storage, owner pays 

electricity.  One year lease.
(323)870-5884

For Rent
OFFICE SUBLET; 1, 2, or 3 of-
fices available.  Great location 
in Santa Monica starting @ 
$450.00/month.  available imm-
ed. Steve (310)392-6100

PALMS, 2/1.5 Upper. New car-
pet, parking, lndry, $1,200. 
Available now.(310)390-2765

PALMS: 1 Bdrm, new Burber 
carpet & paint. Woodbeam ceil-
ings. $825, incldg parking, laun-
dry, stove & fridge. 3102 Can-
field. $800 (310)390-2765.

RENT A HUSBAND $25.00 hr:  
Shopping, Yard, Light Bulbs, 
Dog Walking, Laundry, Handy-
man, Homework, Cooking 
lbhoffing@hotmail.com (310) 
422-2331

S.M.:  2+1, 3 blocks to beach.  
Huge balcony, parkay floors, 
lndry, prkg. Ocean view. $2100.  
(310)399-1273

SANTA MONICA $1250 1bdr, 
upper + garage. Stove, frig, 
hrdwd floors, blinds.  N/P. Near 
SMCC.  Must see! (310)450-
4989

SANTA MONICA No.  Studio, 
Hdwd flrs, penthouse.  Lots of 
windows, brite, Available 12/1. 
No pets. $1050 (310)628-7272

SM     $1800 2+2.  Approxi-
mately 1100s.f. 2 car enclosed 
gar. No. of Wilshire Bl. Walk to 
Montana Shops. 2020 Wash-
ington Ave. Call: (310)395-1880

SM $1400 Lg 2 bdrm 1 ba, 
hrdwd fl, lots of closets, stove, 
prkg, ldry rm Quiet area 
(310)396-1644

SM 1BR, Large, North of Wil-
shire. Fireplace, patio, appls, 
prkg, pool. Lndry, $1,300. 1045. 
3rd St. (310)390-2765

SM 3 BR, 3BA, two patios. 
$1,995. Parking available. 10th 
and Idaho. Available Mid De-
cember (310)451-2178

For Rent
SM: 3 bdrm live/work pent-
house apt. Amenities include 
phone answering, reception, 
state of the art conference 
rooms & facilities, high-speed 
(T1) Internet and wired comput-
er ports. Modern full kitchens & 
baths. Two large terraces 
w/ocean view. $3,000. For info 
& appointmt: (310)-526-0310. 
Weekends (310)-890-0310.

STUDIO SPACE FOR LEASE 
avail 1500sf Santa Monica. AM, 
Eves, Sun, for classes, work-
shops, meetings. E. Pico, Am-
ple Parking.  Karen 310-396-
5990

VENICE BEACH Lrg 1+1 apt. 
Enclosed patio, 1/2  block to 
beach.  N/p w/stv & refrig $1250
(310)641-1149

VENICE BEACH Rental prkg, 
n/s n/p from $1550  all amenet-
ies  Available now.  Short 
term/long term  112 Dudley 
Ave.  (323)936-5203

VENICE HOUSE for rent 
$1975. 3+1 Approx. 1000s.f. 
Hrdwd & carpets. Remodeled 
kitchen, pvt. garden.  Very 
clean.  New appliances, inside 
W/D. 2477 Walnut Ave.
Call: (310)395-1880

VENICE:  2bdrm+2bath, park-
ing,1 block from beach, mini 
bar, $1700 + sec. dep. 
(310)305-9659

VENICE: 3+2, Lrg, sunny up-
per unit, 4 plex.  French doors, 
balcony, parking. $2100 
(310)581-5379

VENICE: ON BOARDWALK
Sec. building.  Clean 1bd/loft 
bdrm+1.2 level balcony. 
w/vu.frig, stv., D/W, lndry, gtd, 
prkg. $1850. (310)823-6349

W. LA Lrg STUDIOS. Hdwd 
flrs, completely remod.  Light. 
No pets, 1 year lease. $825-
$875  (310)628-7272

For Rent
W. LA 2464 Barrington 3bdr, 
3ba Lrg rooms, all appliances 
included.  Fireplace, marble 
countertops, in unit W/D.  Gated 
parking elevator, intercom en-
try. $2195.  OPEN DAILY. Mgr. 
Call:  (310)390-9401

W. LA: 2464 Barrington Ave. 
4bd/4ba  Very Lrg unit, spa-
cious closets, marble counters, 
stove, refrig, d/w, nu paint, frplc, 
gtd prkg intercom entry, eleva-
tor. W/D in unit.  Open daily. 
$2695. Mgr. Call: (310)390-
9401

Vehicles for sale
96 VOLVO 850 turbo, teal blue 
with tan interior 61,000 miles 
(310)280-0840

Announcements
A BUCK a day.  That’s all it 
costs you to run a classified ad 
in the Santa Monica Daily Press 
for the first month. Call 
(310)458-7737 and mention the 
“buck a day” special to get your 
super low rate!

ABILITIES COMMISSION
monthly meetings. Sign lan-
guage interpreter. Krispy Kreme 
doughnuts. Hotline (310) 899-
3888

Announcements
FLAP HAPPY KIDS!

100% cotton children’s wear 
OUTLET STORE would like to 

invite you to our 
GET-YOUR-CHRISTMAS-

BARGAINS-BEFORE-THE-
HOLIDAY-SALE!  

Wed. Dec. 12th through 
Sat. Dec. 15th

2330 Michigan Ave., Santa 
Monica (Just east of Cloverfield 

& north of the 10 freeway)
Tel 310-453-3527

We carry Flap Happy & other 
brand name closeouts and 
irregulars at 10%-80% off 

regular retail!
OPEN MON-SAT 10am to 5pm
*Note:  We’ll be closed Mon. Dec. 10th & 

Sat. Dec 22 through Tues. Jan 1

Services
PET SITTING service. Reliable, 
responsible, pet lover wants to 
care for your cat, dog or other 
while you are away. Your home 
or mine. References. Judi 
Rose. (310)473-5360

STRICTLY THERAPEUTIC
LA Stone, Swedish, 

Thai Massage, 
Deep Circulatory Body
LAURA CAVANAUGH

310-210-1265

The State-Of-The-Art 
Videoconferencing Solution
Fixed 30 frames per second

Currently being used by; The 
US Navy, Smithsonian Institu-
tion, the Mayors office in San 
Diego and New York, The Uni-
fied School District of San Die-
go, Police and Fire Depart-
ments, Warner Brothers, CNN 
and Turner Networks.  Call to-
day: West Coast Video Phone
(310)392-0799

Business Opps
WORK FROM home. Business 
opportunity.
P/T $500-$1,500
F/T $1500-$5000 monthly
Call now (310)285-3115

Health/Beauty
FULL LIPS Fast. Forget expen-
sive collagen.  Works in mi-
nutes. $38 ordervc.com 310-
312-0662
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HOLIDAY
FOOD DRIVE

Help Stop Hunger by Participating 
in the Westside Food Bank

Drop Off Canned Goods at
Westside Food Bank

Warehouse
1710 22nd St.
Santa Monica
Monday-Friday

7am-1pm

Santa Monica Chamber 
of Commerce

501 Colorado Ave. #150
Monday-Friday

9am-noon
1pm-5pm

Your donations will help supply food to 65 social agencies in Santa Monica,
Venice, Culver City, West LA, Inglewood and West Hollywood.

WESTSIDE FOOD BANK
P.O. BOX 1565, Santa Monica, CA 90406 
310) 828-6016 Fax: (310) 828-2646
www.westsidefoodbankca.org

BY JENNIFER HAMILTON
Associated Press Writer

BOULDER, Colo. — A Colorado man has found a
more down-to-earth use for satellite-tracking devices
than stopping drug smugglers or pinpointing military
targets: locating dog droppings.

With a global positioning device in hand, botanist
Patrick Murphy charts piles of feces along a trail in an
attempt to persuade city leaders to ban dogs from the
area.

“They, too, will think I’m a nut,” said Murphy, 50.
“I’m making people aware of the obvious. The dog
poop is abundant there. It stinks, it pushes out the deer
and the birds.”

In this college town where the library recently dis-
played an exhibit of ceramic penises, some people just

shake their heads.
“I think it’s pretty silly,” dog owner Jenny Boid

said as she walked her golden retriever-chocolate
Labrador mix on the trail. “He has a good point, but
he could probably put his efforts into organizing a
solution, like scheduling community poop pickups.”

Three times in the past year, Murphy has walked
the Sanitas Valley trail with his GPS device, counting
piles of droppings along the gravel footpath. He then
plugs the GPS into his computer and generates maps
with each pile marked with a green X.

On his last count, he tallied 1,494 mounds in a one-
mile stretch, compared with 708 in December 2000.

The former dog owner plans to present his latest
chart to the City Council on Tuesday. But council
members said they are hard-pressed for a solution.

“Somehow we need to encourage people to be

more responsible,” Deputy Mayor Tom Eldridge said.
“I wish I had an answer.”

Murphy, who holds a master’s in plant ecology and
is a self-employed environmental consultant to gov-
ernments and businesses, says dog droppings add
nitrogen to the soil, promoting non-native weeds. And
roaming canines trample the native sand lilies, prick-
ly poppies and tall grass prairie.

Murphy’s goal is to protect the environment and
get people to obey the law requiring them to pick up
after their animals.

The path has been bumpy. In July, a jury acquitted
him of harassment for videotaping three unleashed
dogs. Two of the owners were given citations.

“It’s kind of like the tyranny of political correct-
ness where nobody wants to say anything bad about
dogs,” he said.

By the Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Sheriff Shaq?
The towering center for the Los

Angeles Lakers has lofty law enforcement
aspirations and has even started taking
special classes to be part of a police
reserve force that patrols the area’s ports.

“I just have a love for policemen
because they’ve always been the real
heroes in my life,” Shaquille O’Neal told
the Los Angeles Daily News in a recent
interview. “I would like to have a leader-
ship role.”

When he’s not throwing down dunks or
muscling for position on the court, O’Neal
is attending classes offered by the coun-

ty’s Sheriff’s Department for harbor
patrol duty. The classes, taught by volun-
teer reserves, began in September and
ends in February.

O’Neal, 29, even has a custom-fitted
uniform and size 22EEE boots. Law
enforcement officials know they have a
potential recruiting spokesman in the
charismatic NBA superstar but say
O’Neal has not asked for any special priv-
ileges.

“It’s great, it’s wonderful, it’s a boon to
law enforcement, to the port police and to
the county of Los Angeles,” said sheriff’s
Capt. Garry Leonard, leader of the
Reserve Forces Bureau charged with
training Shaq.

Law enforcement agencies have been
smitten with O’Neal. Oxnard police
offered to buy him a custom Lincoln
Navigator if he would wear their uniform.
And, the Orange County (Fla.) Sheriff’s
Department in Orlando has made O’Neal
an honorary deputy.

Most departments agree they would
love to have O’Neal on their force.

“He would definitely make an impos-
ing officer,” said Orange County (Fla.)
Sheriff’s spokesman Jim Solomons. “I’d
love to see Shaq be the first through the
door on a drug warrant.”

O’Neal will have to find time between
practices and games to find time for
police work. Reserve officers commit

about 20 hours a month.
His ultimate goal is to be a sheriff, pos-

sibly in Florida, where he has a home or
Louisiana, where he graduated from
Louisiana State University. He said he
would not run for sheriff in Los Angeles
“because you never bite the hand that
feeds you. Noel Cunningham and Sheriff
Lee Baca gave me this opportunity.

“My goal is to eventually run for sher-
iff. But in the role of sheriff you really
don’t need police experience because it’s
like a political position. However, if I’m
going to do it and be with the troops, and
get respect from the troops, I want to do
what the troops have done.”

High tech dog doodie detector introduced

Lakers center taking law enforcement training classes
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Internet Connections

always on,
always fast

“Since LA Bridge installed 

DSL at my home, I have 

found the flexibility 

to use the Internet in 

a whole new way.”
__Bill Foster,

Apple Computer

each account includes:
• 24/7 Internet connection

• 7 days/week tech support

• 6MB personal web space

• free local dial-up acct 

• over 4000 worldwide dial-up 

locations for laptop users who 

travel. (a metered service).


