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NEWS OF
t THE WEIRD
by Chuck Shepard

For 23 years, Dennis Hope, 55,
of Gardnerville, Nev., has operat-
ed a business selling people
"official" title to land on the
moon, Mars and Venus for about
$20 an acre. Although others are
in the same business, Hope told
the Las Vegas Review-Journal in
September that he has earned
$6.5 million during that period
(an average of $270,000 a year).
He says his idea was based on
something he actually learned in
school: that the international
Outer Space Treaty of 1967 pro-
hibited nations from owning
celestial bodies but was silent
about individual ownership.

Hope says he wrote to the United
Nations, explained his plan, and
asked if they had a problem with
it (and no one wrote back).

¢

QUOTE OF
THE DAY

“In the future, everyone will
be famous for 15 minutes.”

— Andy Warhol

DID YOU KNOW?2:

About 28,000 parking

tickets are issued each

month in Santa Monica.
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Switchin’ it up

Mark Walberg, of the Game Show Network and actress Doris Roberts, of
‘Everyone Loves Raymond, flip the switch Friday on ‘Winterlit; a holiday
lighting display on the Third Street Promenade. Thousands flocked to the
Promenade on Friday to take in some shopping and the holiday festivities.

Carolyn Sackariason/Daily Press

Income disparity between
locals higher in resort areas

Santa Monica's one of them

BY GILLIAN FLACCUS

Associated Press Writer

PALM SPRINGS — Graciela Ramirez
must choose this year between Christmas
presents for her three grandchildren and
surgery to repair a painful hernia.

Ramirez has worked for four years at
the Casino Spa Resort in downtown Palm
Springs, where she spends her days wash-
ing the sheets of guests who spend up to
$200 a night to stay there.

Like thousands of other unskilled labor-
ers who live in the Coachella Valley's posh
communities, Ramirez struggles to make
ends meet on a meager salary in an
increasingly expensive resort town where
low-income housing is almost nonexistent.

In general, resort communities such as
Palm Springs, Santa Monica and Santa
Barbara had some of the highest income
gaps, as did agricultural areas in the
Imperial and Central valleys that rely
heavily on immigrant workers.

Ramirez pays $434 a month for a subsi-

SANTA MONICA

Music Lessons...

The gift that lasts a liftetime

dized one-bedroom apartment on the out-
skirts of Palm Springs, in an area where
the average new home goes for $333,000.

“It's my dream to buy a house,” said the
48-year-old Ramirez as she sat in her
cramped living room by a plastic
Christmas tree. But she figures she would
have to take on more work, and “to have
two to three jobs just kills you.”

A recent analysis of 2000 Census data
by The Associated Press found that Palm
Springs and the neighboring towns of
Cathedral City and Palm Desert have some
of the greatest income disparities in
California.

The AP ranked 122 towns and cities
with populations greater than 1,000 to find
out which ones had the greatest income
gap between the poorest and richest resi-
dents.

People in fast-growing bedroom com-
munities  outside San  Francisco,
Sacramento and Los Angeles overall made
about the same amount as their neighbors.
Those suburbs have seen explosive growth
in the past decade as people try to escape

See INCOME, page 6

SMRR prepares
for 2004 elections

Annual meeting vesults in some
changes for city s ruling party

BY JOHN WOOD
Daily Press Staff Writer

Long the ruling party in local politics, the grassroots
Santa Monica for Renters Rights group held its annual
meeting earlier this month, positioning itself in anticipa-
tion of next year’s election.

With rent control approaching its 25th year, the liber-
al organization has largely controlled Santa Monica pol-
itics mostly through their highly sought-after endorse-
ments of candidates and ballot measures.

SMRR members agreed at the annual meeting to three
bylaw changes aimed at keeping those endorsements
from the hands of last-minute campaigners who flood the
SMRR meetings with their own supporters.

See SMRR, page 5

Chamber positioning itself
for next year’s election

By Daily Press staff

Local chamber of commerce officials are quietly
gearing up for next year’s election by meeting behind
closed doors to discuss their strategy for endorsing
City Council candidates.

The chamber, which has never endorsed City Council
candidates, established this year a political action com-
mittee that’s charged with finding office seekers for
2004 who will advocate for business owners’ interests.

Committee members met last week, but closed off
the session from the public and the press. Tom Larmore,
a committee member, said the group is just beginning to
brainstorm ideas. He asked a reporter to leave before the
meeting began so committee members could feel free to
discuss their ideas without publicity.

The chamber has for years attempted to protect
businesses, but its members frequently butt heads with
policy makers in City Hall. The majority of City
Council are members of Santa Monicans For Renters
Rights, a liberal and powerful political party in the city.

As a result, the chamber’s interests don’t become
priority and are in the minority when it comes to local
politics, business owners say.

However, if candidates can be propped up with the
help of the chamber’s endorsement and fundraising,
the organization may be able to put some of its own
in office and make some changes in Santa Monica,
business owners hope.

Board members plan to establish the process in
which to select city council candidates. In the next
few months, the political action committee will start
looking at other chambers to see how they endorse
and raise money for candidates. The committee will
then develop its own guidelines about campaigning,
raising money and identifying candidates.
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PASSENGERS WANTED

PRESS
TAX !

SAVE MONEY!
IT’S AS
EASY AS...

Off Any Fare

of $16.00 or more.

Off Any Fare

of $6.00 or more.

Off Any Fare

of $10.00 or more.

$20 FLAT FEE TO LAX
$50 FLAT FEE TO LONG BEACH

with ad only

FOR FAST PICKUP CALL:

310-828-3333

WWW.PASSENGERSWANTED.NET

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS
The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:

([ -Dynamic [T -Positive [0

M -So-so [-Difficult
HAPPY BIRTHDAY for Saturday, Nov. 29, 2003:

You’ll have an exceptional year, when the impossible becomes possible. You might often feel like you are on

-Average

the roller-coaster ride of your life. What you can count on is the unexpected. Focus on your career, developing a
stronger role, if you so choose. Pay raises and promotions are both possible. Others admire your creativity and
ingenuity. You often surprise people with your unique approach. Network and expand your horizons, especially in
the fall. If you are single, you might decide there is no reason to remain so, especially after September 2004. If
you are attached, you’ll become much closer through sharing more of your work life together. Your ability to com-

ot te
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“Come and see our NEW look”
NOW OPEN
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START THE NEW YEAR QOFF RIGHT

Way to Wellness: Back to Basics

Space is Going Fast...
Get Signed Up Now!

4 “Supercharged” Weeks of

Exercise Classes

Nutritional Counseling
Stress Management

Health & Wellness Education
(M, W & TH: 7:00p.m.-8:30p.m.)

Sign-up deadline is December 15th, 2003. Program starts January 5th, 2004
Located at the Loews Santa Monica Beach Hotel
310-842-5657 » www.globalfitnesssolutionsonline.com
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municate also draws you closer to your sweetie. PISCES pushes your buttons. Don’t let him or her.

P ARIES (March 21-April 19)

@ [  You might already have gone over-
board with all the celebrations. This thought
might occur midday, which would be an excellent
time to head home and get some extra R and R.
You could be put out by a friend who expects way
too much from you. Express your boundaries.
Tonight: Try being a recluse.

[’ TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

s (I You might need to put the final
touches on shopping or visiting with family. Do
everything you can to clear out immediate work.
You will want more time for yourself and your
friends later. Don’t allow someone’s grumpiness to
get to you. Remember, this person’s mood belongs
to him or her, not you! Tonight: Where the action is.
[) GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

Take off if you want and schedule
your own minivacation. You could be too exhaust-
ed for words. Remember, even happy times take
their toll. The further away from the here and now,
the happier you will be. Take some mental time off,
at least. Tonight: A must show — so you think!
Eﬁé CANCER (June 21-July 22)
< Wi Make time for your special sweet-
ie, but also feel free to head in your own direc-
tion. You could be overly tired and exhausted.
Know when to say enough is enough. Consider a
break of pace or doing something totally differ-
ent. Tonight: Walk the untrodden path.

@ LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

Others seek you out, and your popular-
ity grows. Someone does true confessions and might
jolt you to kingdom come. Examine your long-term

goals vis-{-vis a relationship. A discussion with a spe-
cial partner might be needed. Tonight: Dinner for two.

@ VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

K@ I  Though yours is a sign associated
with doing and serving, you discover that perhaps
you have had enough. Head in your own direction,
choosing what you need and want. A surprise
piece of information might cause you to stop in
your tracks. Tonight: Out on the town.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

[Im Romantic flickers tumble into
your weekend. Proceed slowly, knowing what you
want. Some of you might decide to go for it, which
you will. Find some mistletoe! Still, slow down
some and create an easy atmosphere where per-
sonal interactions flow. Tonight: Play it low-key.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
[] [  You might feel obliged to give your
family extra attention. Unexpected developments
on the home front cause you to stop in your tracks.
You like excitement; you’ve got it. Adjust plans as
need be. Tonight: Make time for a little romance.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
[ Scatter about and see your loved
ones. You might be a bit worn out by the holiday
goings-on. Understand when to say “enough” and
go off and do your own thing. Take some time
just for yourself. You don’t have to tell everyone
what you are up to! Tonight: Mystery adds to
your allure.

Fﬂ CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

W& mm Expenses go way overboard right
now, but who ultimately controls the purse
strings? You have no one to blame but yourself.
Investigate new possibilities with an eye to
tighter control on your budget. Tonight: Find a
favorite spot.

S\ AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

2 [0 You’re still in the driver’s seat. A
younger friend seeks you out. He or she wants
your attention. Be careful with your unpredictable
behavior, if possible. Others often get jolted and
back away. Tonight: Keep on smiling. Indulge.
@ PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

If you can, take the daytime as a lazy
day to do your thing. Also consider a nap, if possible.
Know that very soon you will need every bit of ener-

gy possible. Use your sense of humor with an unpre-
dictable Aquarian. Tonight: It’s your night to shine.
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COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Youth opera camp to perform ‘Brundibar’

By Daily Press staff

“Brundibar,” the historically significant opera that was performed many times by Mediocrity. There is a chance of seeing more W swell as we
Jewish children in Czechoslovakia’s Terenzin concentration camp during World move through the weekend. Watch the NW wind swell back down Today the
\Xt{asr IIi Wl\l/}l be prgseﬁlted Dec. 5 and 7 by the Madison Project Youth Opera Camp over the next couple of days as SW swell offers up minor energy. water Is:
ob santa Monica Lollege. OUTLOOK: A small low off of Hawaii could set us up for some

In association with Los Angeles Opera, the Miles Memorial Playhouse in Santa waist-high-plus waves over the weekend. And a smallpSW swell o
Monica and the Museum of Tolerance in Los Angeles, the opera camp is pushing . L .

. . should bring us waist-high bombers as well.

new boundaries with the opera.

“Brundibar” is a 35-minute children’s opera created in 1938 by Czech artists ) PP .
Hans Krasa and Adolf Hofmeister. The piece was performed at the Terenzin camp dW”te us atl Wo;)i@s Z’dp -com and tell us what the surf is doing ss':l"'gz:::: :$
at least 55 times by camp children, including a performance for the International foday at your locat breax. e

Red Cross inspectors on June 23, 1944. The opera tells the story of a young broth-
er and sister’s determination to find enough money to help their sick mother. Eli

Villenueva is the stage director and Daniel Faltus the music director for LOW TIDE HIGH TIDE
“Brundibar.” Morning  Height ~ Evening Morning  Height Evening  Height

“The kids prevail by working together with other children in the community,”
said Adam Philipson, Madison Project Opera Camp coordinator. “This is the same SATURDAY 1257 1.1 2:.08 -09 715 6.7 823 45
experience the opera campers have while working together as an ensemble.” . . . !

This is the third season that the Madison Project of Santa Monica College has SUNDAY 134 14 255 14 781 70 918 44
partnered with Los Angeles Opera to_train. a broad cross-section of young people MONDAY 212 17 344 -15 830 72 1015 441
from throughout the Los Angelqs area in voice and performance. Studgnts are taught TUESDAY 253 24 436 -15 913 74 1147 39
by Los Angeles Opera professionals and not only get top-notch voice, movement
and drama training, but also get a behind-the-scenes visit to the opera company and WEDNESDAY 338 24 533 -1.2 959 6.8 NA  NA
learn about set design, props, costume and lights. . . . . .

In addition, the opera camp received a $35,000 grant from the Dwight Stuart THURSDAY 431 28 6:34 -08 1228 38 (10:50 6.2)
Youth Foundation to cover teachers, production costs, rental of the Miles Memorial FRIDAY 543 31 740 -04 148 38 (11:51 5.6)

Playhouse in Santa Monica for rehearsals and performances, and 30 “need-based”
scholarships for under-served and under-represented students. Support also has
come from the Jewish Community Foundation, the Stratton-Petit Scholarship Fund,
the city of Santa Monica Cultural Affairs Department and the Ambrose Hotel.

Performances are at 7 p.m. Friday, Dec. 5 at the Miles Memorial Playhouse in Today’s Special:
Christine Reed Park, 1130 Lincoln Blvd., and at 1:30 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 7 at the

The Surf Report is sponsored by:

Museum of Tolerance, 9876 Pico Blvd., Los Angeles. The performance at Miles is Open
free, but there is a $7 to $10 admission fee to the Museum of Tolerance. Seating is Turkey Dailv f
limited for both performances. Sandwich qily Trom
For information on the Dec. 5 performance, call (310) 434-3431. For information e 11 a.m. to
on the Dec. 7 performance at the Museum of Tolerance, call (310) 772-2452. $8 tax included ,é — ; 10 p.m
Stiest Hawaiian 53 J

Daily Specials come with

SMC celebrates Christmas with concert UL 119 Broadway, Santa Monica
By Daily Press staff 310_394_01 OOJ

“A Christmas Celebration,” an annual holiday concert
featuring the Santa Monica College Concert Chorale and
other groups on Dec. 6 and 7, will feature special guest Peter
Graves, actor and host of A&E’s “Biography.” i

On the program will be works by Johann Sebastian Bach, [F#
Gerald Finzi and Daniel Pinkham. Closing the program will
be the ever-popular seasonal music with audience sing-along
on familiar carols, featuring Graves as guest narrator.

The annual concert features, in addition to the SMC
Concert Chorale, the Chancel Choir of the First United PETER GRAVES
Methodist Church, Los Angeles Concert Orchestra, South
Bay Children’s Choir and Spirit of LA Ringers. The conductor is SMC music pro-
fessor James Smith.

The suggested donation is $15 for general admission and $10 for students and
senior citizens. The concert will begin at 7:30 p.m. and the church is located at 1008
11th St. For more information, call (310) 393-8258.

PONTE VECCHIO

ITALIAN HOME & GARDEN FURNISHINGS

Santa Wonica Dailyp Press
Has an ‘E-dition!
Home delivery by E-mail

Check the day’s headlines, news stories,
classifieds, comics, horoscopes and
ads all before you leave the house!

FREE SUBSCRIPTIONS AVAILABLE!
For more information, please call:

310.458.Press (7737) or sign up on
our Web site @ www.smdp.com

J

ALL FORMS ¢ ALL TYPES ° ALL STATES

Mid-Century Venetian Glass
Tuscan Ceramics ¢ Chandeliers
Deruta Dinnerware ® Jewelry
Florentine Leather ® Antique Linens

SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA
(310) 395-9922

702 MONTANA AVENUE IN SANTA MONICA 429 Santa Monic_a Bivd. Ste. 710
(310) 394-0989 * www.PonteV.com Santa Monica 90401
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OPINION

LETTERS

Tax proposal creating a division

Editor:

As I sat and listened to the public comments at Thursday’s school board meeting
two weeks regarding John Deasy’s 15 percent tax on all school donations, I was dis-
appointed at what I heard, but not from the parents addressing the board. It was the
under the breath, name calling that came from one parent as she listened to those
opposed to the plan. This same parent voiced her support of the plan to the board, then
sat down and was overheard by many saying “complainer,” “whiner,” and even “b---
h” as parents opposing the tax expressed themselves. It occurred to me then: This tax
is not just about the money, it’s about a wedge that threatens to divide schools and par-
ents, dismantling this district’s already fragile unity. This separation of “us and them”
is troubling, and frankly worse than any budget crisis we have faced together.

John Deasy’s proposed tax is at best, an ineffective way to create equality, and at
its worst, considered by some to be illegal.

As a past PTA president and a five-year term PTA board member, I know how dif-
ficult it is to raise money for our schools. On the other hand, I have been extremely
encouraged by the culture of giving that is developing throughout our public school
system. I think this tax threatens this culture to the very core. We have a unique oppor-
tunity to pool our talents and develop solutions to fund programs and services where
needed.

First, why not let each school solicit money for a general fund hand-in-hand with
their Direct Drive Campaigns? I have seen parents respond generously when specific
needs are presented to them in a way that inspires them to give. Let this campaign
become part of summer welcome letters and back-to school night presentations.
Through the PTA, each school could appoint a liaison to work with the district for cor-
porate and/or local business donations. This district has scores of talented, willing par-
ents who want to help. I am disappointed that the district leadership has not first
attempted to satisfy its objective of raising the standards of some of the district’s
schools by approaching all district parents and businesses directly with a request for
funds (I’'m not talking about a raffle). Why hasn’t a general fund for such a purpose
been proposed?

I believe more money would be raised with a direct approach than it will through
forcing a tax on already strained budgets and parents. Typically, less than 50 percent
of the parent population contributes to the Direct Donation Funds at each school. This
is the same group of parents that would be required to donate 15 percent more so their
contribution would have the same value to the school as it’s had in the past. That’s not
right.

It wouldn’t be right for the Los Angeles County Board of Education to require all
18 districts it oversees to pool their private funds to be redistributed at their discre-
tion. This plan is morally flawed.

Member: AREC & , NCS &€, SOLS <,

I’m not saying I don’t want to help. I’'m not saying, “I can’t” or “I won’t.” I say, “I
can” and “I will” all the time. We give to our schools because there is a need, a value
to our children and community, and we feel inspired to support them. We never feel
like we owe our schools. We give because we want to help and we want to work with
a group of people who are non-judgmental, sincere and working toward a common
goal.

There are no easy solutions for creating equality in funding for our schools.
Creating a new tax may appear to be a way to bridge financial gaps, but if this system
creates a division between the parents and schools within our district, the cost will far
outweigh the modest financial benefits.

Lisa Toledo
Webster Elementary School Parent

WHAT'S A “LEFT-OVERP

HEY NORMY,
DIV YoU ENJOY THOSE
LEFT-OVERS FROM

© 2003 WWW.FUNNYPAPERZ.COM

If they advertise it, we’ll most likely buy it

MODERN
TIMES

By Lloyd Garver

It’s only Thanksgiving week and we’re
already getting them every day in the
mail. Some are expected, some are sur-
prises. Some are big, some are small. No
member of the family can resist peeking
at them. I'm not talking about holiday
gifts. I’'m talking about holiday catalogs.
Every year, more and more companies
send them out in the hope that they can
tempt otherwise rational people into mak-
ing foolish holiday purchases. It takes a
strong person to resist. But remember,
you’re not alone.

By this time of year, it seems like every
table and countertop in our house has a
stack of catalogs. I understand getting
them from places where we’ve shopped.
But we get them from places we didn’t

even know existed. We got an entire cata-
log devoted to chocolate, and another one
for popcorn. We got a catalog for female
triathletes and one dedicated to leather.
Some of the items in the catalogs don’t
seem like they would make such great
gifts. I don’t think it would warm the heart
of anyone I know to give them a shrimp
de-veiner. Who am I going to give a paper
shredder to? 1 don’t know any crooked
CEOs. And is there really someone who
needs fireplace logs made entirely of used
coffee grounds? If they’re that desperate
for fuel, I could give them a few dozen of
my catalogs. What woman could I possi-
bly give a bathing suit to which is made of
actual salmon skin? Can you think of one
person who would be perfect for a buffalo
shaped footstool? And if you give some-
one that mouthwash dispenser, should you
really expect to get a “thank you” note?
Who would I give a digital wine ther-
mometer to? I guess somebody who’s tired
of using his analog wine thermometer.
There are electronic gifts that don’t
seem right for anybody, either. You can
buy a “dog translator” that translates your

dog’s barks and other noises into English
based on what a Japanese veterinarian
thinks the sounds mean. There is also a
talking electronic joke-telling device.
We’re not supposed to worry if nobody
thinks the jokes are funny — it comes
with a laugh track.

So why do the people who put out
these catalogs think that we might buy
items at this time of year that we wouldn’t
even consider purchasing at any other
time? Because they know how desperate
we can become.

They know that the later it gets, the
more nervous we get. They know that we
don’t really have time to shop for all the
people on our lists. They know we have a
limited number of ideas for the people we
want to give presents to. They know that
most of us will get to a point at which we
don’t care how expensive a gift is or how
useless it is. As long as someone else will
wrap it and deliver it, we’ll buy it.

So, someone will buy that buffalo
shaped footstool and that salmon skin
bathing suit. But it doesn’t have to be you.
Ask yourself a few questions before you

make any holiday purchase: 1) Will the
person I’'m giving this to probably give it
away before Jan. 1? 2) Am I just buying it
because the holidays have given me a
headache? 3) Is this gift supposed to be just
as effective whether it’s wet or dry? If the
answer is “yes” to any these, don’t buy it.

I’m not saying it’s easy, but we all can
do it. If relaxation and holiday self-control
don’t come easily to you, don’t be
ashamed to get help. Maybe you can dis-
cuss a possible purchase with a friend.
You can even buy self-esteem and relax-
ation cassettes and videos. If you’re not
sure where to purchase them, I’ll bet you
can find some in one of those catalogs on
the table next to yesterday’s mail.

(Lloyd Garver has written for many tel-
evision shows, ranging from ‘“Sesame
Street” to “Family Ties” to “Frasier.” He
has also read many books, some of them
in hardcover. He writes the “Modern
Times” column for CBSnews.com’s opin-
ion page and can be reached at
smdp@lloydgarvermoderntimes.com).

torials are subject to editing for space and content.

Opinions expressed are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a
space-available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to sack@smdp.com. All letters must include the authors
name and telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite 202, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest edi-

Can’t find the Daily Press in your neighborhood?

Call us. We’ll take your suggestions.

(310) 458-PRESS (7737)
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LOCAL

Rent control law, SMRR
turns 25 years old next year

SMRR, from page 1

The endorsements are important
because of SMRR’s clout as a long-stand-
ing political force and its membership
base, which fluctuates between 3,000 and
4,000 people a year, treasurer Roger
Thornton said.

Before each election, SMRR mails out
up to eight “slate” mailers, which list its
endorsements for candidates and ballot
measures, to targeted groups. The cost of
doing that is about $70,000, making it
prohibitive for many independent candi-
dates to successfully campaign against
their SMRR-backed opponents.

Five of the seven City Council mem-
bers are SMRR members, as are many
officials on the school, college and other
local boards.

The key bylaw change requires new
members to sign up 90 days before the
election if they want to vote on endorse-
ments. The earlier, 21-day requirement
opened up SMRR elections to last-minute
members and candidates who would bring
in supporters to join SMRR solely to vote
for them.

“What we really need is a cooling off
period,” said SMRR co-chair Denny Zane,
a force behind rent control since the 1970s.

Also changed at the annual meeting
was a bylaw that requires candidates to
receive 55 percent of voter support, rather
than the previous 50 percent, and another
bylaw that limits voting at SMRR con-
ventions to three rounds. If candidates
aren’t selected with 55 percent of the vote
after three rounds of voting, the 11-mem-
ber SMRR steering committee can
appoint a candidate.

“Obviously, building membership is
always good, but when it happens so close
to an election it just heightens tension and
rivalries unnecessarily,” said Zane,
adding the bylaw changes will make vot-
ing more “natural” and less controlled by
last-minute, politically driven member-
ship spikes. “It’s more likely that people
that are at the convention (will) reflect
ongoing membership.”

About 70 people attended the annual
SMRR meeting at Olympic High School
in Ocean Park, also pledging support for
Sen. Sheila Kuehl and Assemblywoman
Fran Pavley. They also voted in a new
steering committee to serve for two years.

Since SMRR was formed in the early
1980s from a coalition of pro-renter
groups, it has more often than not secured
a majority of seats on the City Council for
the candidates it endorses. It has thrown a
wrench into the “old” Santa Monica,

“Obviously, building
membership is always
good, but when it
happens so close to an
election it just heightens
tension and rivalries
unnecessarily”

— DENNY ZANE
SMRR co-chair

which Zane described as “the Bahamas
for businesses.”

“It’s not like the old days where the
MGM Plaza, which was 1 million square
feet, in 1980 was approved without a pub-
lic hearing and without an (environmental
impact report),” Zane said. “It was over
the counter.”

Zane said the group must continue to
adapt as Santa Monica gradually becomes
wealthier due to vacancy decontrol, which
allows landlords to raise the rent on units
when tenants move out. He added that he
thinks the organization will have a strong
presence for years to come because even
new renters benefit from rent control after
just a short time living in their units.
However, rents — under rent control —
do not.

“Santa Monicans are still very liberal,”
Zane said. “There’s no evidence, no rea-
son to think that changes. Santa Monica
will still be the anchor of liberal, progres-
sive politics in Southern California in the
way that San Francisco is the anchor in
northern California.”

City Councilman Herb Katz, one of
two council members not endorsed by
SMRR, said the group will have to adapt
in coming years to the changes in Santa
Monica and the changes for renters. Katz
raised more than $100,000 to get his name
on the November 2000 ballot. His term
expires next fall.

“I’m not pro-SMRR or anti-SMRR,”
he said. “T don’t like to see any one group
running anything. We talk about it and
mean it, that we are independent. The
public is saying, “We can’t just have one
thing.”

“When you get real healthy debate, we
get real healthy solutions,” he added.
“When I can walk into a council meeting
and be able to tell you how I think they’re
going to vote ... it’s not healthy.”

Do you have
community news?
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Long commutes, low pay and living near poverty

INCOME, from page 1

soaring real estate prices closer to the city.

“New suburbs are fairly uniform in terms of income
and age,” said Dowell Myers, a University of Southern
California professor of public policy and planning. “To
qualify for the housing, people have to have similar
kinds of incomes.”

In the Coachella Valley, the division between the rich
and poor is as much geographic as it is economic.

The valley, in the arid desert east of Los Angeles,
forms a gentle arc that stretches from the extravagant
casinos and resorts of Palm Springs and Rancho Mirage
to the rutted trailer parks and unincorporated agricultural
outposts of Mecca and Thermal.

Within six miles, median household income jumps
from $34,624 in working-class Indio to $93,986 in Indian
Wells, where retirees have flocked in recent years to
dozens of gated communities.

Further east in Mecca, immigrant workers pack into
unregulated trailer parks on tribal land. The median house-
hold income drops to $22,973, with 98 percent of residents
listing themselves as Hispanic on the 2000 Census.

Many of these people commute 30 miles or more to
the resort towns to the west, where they work as garden-
ers, maids or in casinos _ but can't afford to live.

“This is a community that's always been thought of as

Families of troops head to Baghdad

BY MICHELLE MORGANTE

Associated Press Writer

SAN DIEGO — Michael Lopercio is going to Iraq to
hear for himself how ordinary Iraqis feel about the war.
Anabelle Valencia hopes to see her son and daughter who
are Army soldiers. Fernando Suarez del Solar wants to
touch the earth where his son was killed.

On Saturday, each will leave their hometowns to join
other American parents and wives of military personnel
serving in Iraq, a small delegation bearing a message of
friendship for the people of Baghdad.

“A mission of peace, that is what we are trying to do,”
said Suarez del Solar, whose son, Marine Lance Cpl. Jesus
Suarez del Solar, was killed in Iraq eight months ago. “The

a leisure community and nobody thinks about who's cut-
ting their grass or taking care of them,” said Ivana
Krajcinovic, a regional organizer working to unionize
workers at the Agua Caliente's Spa Resort Casino in
Palm Springs.

“We have people living in garages, people squatting,
multiple families living in one apartment.”

Jose Rubio, 39, is one of those workers.

He lives with his wife, son and two cousins on tribal
land where he pays $410 a month to rent a space for his
one-bedroom trailer. The dirt streets that wind between
the 300 mobile homes at the park stink of garbage; the
park floods every time it rains and the electricity often
shuts off for days, Rubio says.

He, his son and two cousins commute six days a week
to Rancho Mirage, where they work as landscapers at
$300,000 homes, office buildings and lush city parks. He
makes $6.75 an hour, sometimes working 12-hour days,
and nets about $12,000 a year.

“The way life is here, you are left with almost noth-
ing,” he said.

Ramirez, the casino worker, counts herself lucky to
have won a coveted spot two years ago in one of the 21
low-income housing complexes built by the nonprofit
Coachella Valley Housing Coalition.

The coalition, based in Indio, has spent $300 million
to develop 1,300 low-income apartments since 1982.

idea is that the people of Iraq understand that we are not
their enemies, that we are also suffering in this war.”

The 10-member group intends to meet Iraqi civilians
and political leaders as well as U.S. troops and see firsthand
the faraway conflict that is altering their lives at home.

“I have been very confused about what is going on. ...
You hear lots of conflicting, crossed messages from the
(Bush) administration and the news reports,” said
Lopercio, a restaurant owner from Tempe, Ariz., whose
son, Anthony, is an Army fueling specialist.

Lopercio, 51, said he wants to talk to “average, every-
day Iraqis. ... How they feel will ultimately dictate our
success or failure there.”

The journey, which will have the group meet in
Amsterdam, fly to Jordan, and then drive into Iraq, was

rodolfo buonocore
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It has helped 800 families build homes in the past
decade under a federal “sweat equity” program that allows
potential homeowners to make their down payment
through labor. Ten thousand families applied for that pro-
gram, said John Mealey, the coalition's executive director.

The coalition struggles with soaring real estate prices
that have crept, over the past five years, east and south
along the valley from Palm Springs toward La Quinta,
Rancho Mirage and Indio.

“Palm Springs is pretty much built up, so the action
has moved to the center of the valley,” said Mealey, who
fears that eventually even workers in hardscrabble
Coachella and Mecca will be priced out.

“The complexion of these communities is going to
change and the politics are going to change. It's almost
like the changes are happening overnight.”

La Quinta, once a working-class town in the mid-val-
ley, now boasts gated communities with $300,000
homes, country clubs and polo ranches.

Voters there recently rejected funds for a new commu-
nity swimming pool in the town's old core, called the
Cove. In the past two elections, voters have turned down
tax increases for the local fire department, Mealey said.

“Those resort industries wouldn't exist if the folks in the
Coachella Valley didn't live and work here,” said Nadia
Villagran, special projects manager for the housing coali-
tion. “And I don't think people are even aware of that.”

on peace mission

inspired by Suarez del Solar, a San Diego County small-
business manager who became an anti-war activist after
his 20-year-old son died on March 27 when he stepped on
an unexploded U.S. cluster bomblet south of Baghdad.

Suarez del Solar, who has toured the United States
speaking against the war, caught the attention of Medea
Benjamin, director of the San Francisco group Global
Exchange. Over the past two months, they pulled together
other parents and family members willing to travel to Iraq.

The group includes two wives of soldiers based at Fort
Bragg, N.C., and four veterans of the Vietnam and Gulf
wars, including two who have children deployed in Iraq.

“What we have in common is that we think that the
Bush administration has got us into quite a mess in Iraq
and we want to help find a solution that will both be pos-
itive for the U.S. troops and the Iraqis,” Benjamin said.

The delegation, she said, wants “to get a better under-
standing of what is happening on the ground, and to use
that understanding when we come back to put pressure
on the U.S. government and the United Nations ... to
bring the troops home.”

They plan to hold a news conference in Washington
upon their return Dec. 9 and later meet with U.N. offi-
cials in New York.

The group raised donations to pay for the trip.
Benjamin said no special government permission was
needed, but 25 members of Congress _ Republicans and
Democrats _ wrote letters of support.

The greatest challenge in organizing the trip, she said,
was a sense that U.S. soldiers whose loved ones wished
to join them and express opposition to the operation were
being punished by commanding officers. One woman,
whom she did not name, dropped out after her Army
reservist husband was reassigned to a more difficult job
with restricted access to phone calls and e-mail. Two
other wives dropped out after their husbands heard nega-
tive reactions from their commanders, she said.

In Baghdad, coalition spokesman Sgt. Danny Martin
said he had not heard of such repercussions.

“Honestly, it would be to the commander's discre-
tion,” he said. “I wouldn't know if there's any sort of pro-
tocol in place that would have a soldier reassigned.”

While Martin expressed concern about the safety of
the delegation, and for all people in Iraq, he said their
effort would be appreciated.

“I support the military and everything we're doing
here,” he said. “If they can actually produce something
positive from their trip, by all means, I'd love to have
them here. Any assistance in keeping the entire nation
stable and peaceful and secure is more than welcome.”

Suarez del Solar, a 48-year-old native of Toluca,
Mexico, will carry nearly 2,000 letters written by U.S.
and Mexican students that he gathered through an

See PEACE, page 7
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In Oakland,

budding

medical marijuana clubs
may spur regulations

BY BETH FOUHY

Associated Press Writer

OAKLAND — If there's an epicenter
of the nation's medical marijuana move-
ment, it may be right here in a gritty six-
block area near City Hall, where at least
eleven dispensaries sell pot to any
California resident with a doctor's note.

Some of the people who use pot to ease
symptoms of AIDS, cancer and other ill-
nesses leave quickly, tucking small bags of
the drug into their purse or pockets. Others
stay at the clubs, where pot smoke occa-
sionally wafts into the street, earning the
neighborhood the nickname Oaksterdam,
after the freewheeling Dutch capital where
marijuana use has been decriminalized.

While federal law prohibits the use or
sale of marijuana for any reason, nine
states including California permit the use
of marijuana for medical purposes. Since
voters approved a state ballot measure
legalizing medical marijuana in 1996, “pot
clubs” have popped up in California cities
including San Francisco, Hayward, Los
Angeles and Santa Cruz. But nowhere is
their concentration as high as Oakland,
leading some residents of this famously
tolerant city of 400,000 to wonder whether
the proliferation of clubs has gone too far.

The Oaksterdam neighborhood is gen-
trifying, and most businesses in the imme-
diate area have welcomed the pot clubs,
saying they've helped the local economy.

But the City Council is set to vote as early
as next week on several proposed restric-
tions, after complaints from some business
owners about problems ranging from the
smoke to an escalation of street violence.

Armed robbers recently tied up a
bouncer outside one club and fled with
pot and a significant amount of cash. It
was the last straw for a gay and lesbian
youth center next door — its director
decided to move the center.

That the council would consider any
restrictions on the clubs is a striking
departure from the past.

In 1998, the city enacted what many
advocates consider the most sweeping pro-
tection of medical marijuana use in the
country, allowing patients to possess 24
times the amount of pot permitted under
state law, and deputizing operators of a
cannabis collective as “officers of the city,”
a title that confers some protection from
local police enforcement. With the
Oaksterdam area's relatively cheap rent and
access to public transportation, the policy
made Oakland a magnet for distributors.

Now the council is considering a
requirement that clubs carry business
licenses, or zoning rules that would limit
the concentration of clubs in an area. The
city's far-reaching anti-smoking ordi-
nance, which prohibits smoking in any
commercial building unless it has a sepa-
rate ventilation system, will likely be
applied to the clubs as well.

Peace activists lash out at
American policy in Iraq

PEACE, from page 6

Internet campaign. He intends to deliver
the letters to Iraqi schoolchildren.

Many of the letters are directed to sol-
diers, asking them to take care of themselves
and return home safely as soon as possible,
he said. One 10-year-old girl from
Watsonville asked forgiveness from the Iraqi
children who have lost parents in the war.

Suarez del Solar plans to take dirt from
the site where his son died and use it to
plant a tree as a symbol of peace near the
Marine's grave in Escondido.

Valencia, a 48-year-old high school
teaching assistant in Tucson, Ariz., said
her family is worried about her safety, but
she is determined to go.

“I want to see what is happening there
myself, not that they tell me _ that I see it
with my own eyes,” she said Wednesday
as she packed.

“I didn't want a war to come. When it
came, [ supported the troops. But now it is
time for this to end. Enough already with
all of these deaths. Why are they killing
our children?”

Sean Dougherty, a Vietnam veteran and
merchant marine from Alaska, said he told
his daughter, a 24-year-old medic, not to

attempt traveling to Baghdad to see him.

“I told her 'No. Absolutely not. ... All T
need to do is put you in harm's way. If
you got maimed or killed I couldn't live
with myself.”

He said he'd urged his daughter not to
enlist in the service, but that she did so to
pay for her education.

Dougherty said he's never believed
President Bush presented a valid reason
for going to war, a move he blamed on
“warmongering profiteers.”

Lopercio said his oldest son joined the
Army shortly before the Sept. 11 terror
attacks. “I think he was just looking for
some direction and he felt excited about
the (recruitment) posters and the educa-
tional opportunity.”

The 23-year-old private based at Fort
Riley, Kansas, is on his second deploy-
ment to Iraq, having had just two months
at home before the family learned he was
being shipped out again.

“This is a nightmare, it's just a night-
mare,” Lopercio said. “He's got two years
left in the service and I'm visualizing that
he may spend two years in the most dan-
gerous place on Earth.

“It just doesn't match up with the
recruiting poster does it?”

DID YOU KNOW?: Lebanon is the top movie-going
country - 35.3 movies per person. China is second with 12.3, fol-

lowed by Georgia (5,6), India (5), Iceland (4,5), Australia is 6th at
3.9 then New Zealand and the US at just under 3.9.
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early bird specials

BY ANNE D'INNOCENZIO
AP Business Writer

Merchants were full of good cheer
Friday as they got a feel for consumers on
the official opening of the holiday shopping
season: They're buying as least as much as
last year, and many are even paying retail.

Early-bird specials on TVs and DVD
players and hot toys like Bratz and Barbies
wooed many to the nation's malls and
stores. But some retail executives said
shoppers also were buying regular-priced
goods, a stark difference from last year,
when consumers stuck to bargain-hunting.

There were scattered outbreaks of hol-
iday-shopping craziness. When the doors
of a Wal-Mart store in Marietta, Ga.,
opened at 6 a.m., hundreds of people
jammed inside, some losing their shoes,
others running at full speed with their
carts to stake a claim to discounted items.

“It was an adrenaline rush,” said Imbia
Barry, who lost her scarf in the crowd.

Barry, who arrived at 3:30 a.m., bought
two HP Pavilion desktop computers with
17-inch monitors for $498 apiece, one for
her grandmother and one for her daughter.
She said they normally cost about $800.
She also picked up a DVD player for her
daughter for $29.96.

With the economy on the rebound, the
labor market improving and consumer
confidence on the rise, merchants like
Sears, Roebuck and Co., office supplies
retailer Staples, K-B Toys, and several
major mall operators reported that traffic
and business as of Friday afternoon were
at least as healthy as a year ago.

The big question is whether consumers
will keep spending throughout the season.

Last year's holiday sales were
mediocre despite strong Thanksgiving
weekend sales. Consumers, spooked by
the prospect of war in Iraq and a spate of
corporate layoffs, delayed the rest of their
buying until the very end of the season to
get the best bargains.

“Sales and traffic on Friday are better
than last year, and that's encouraging,”
said Walter Loeb, an analyst with Loeb
Associates in New York who talked to
store executives Friday. “There will be a
slight slowdown, but in general I think the
momentum will be better than a year ago.”

Wally Brewster, a spokesman at
General Growth Properties, which owns
and manages 166 malls in 39 states, said
business Friday was up from a year ago
by a percentage in the high single digits.

Some retailers — particularly depart-
ment stores and apparel merchants like
Bloomingdale's and Bergdorf Goodman
— plan to be stingier with markdowns

than in the past, a strategy many analysts
don't think will last. Merchants are count-
ing on consumers to be so pleased with
new services and exclusive merchandise
that they'll be willing to pay full price.

Karen MacDonald, a spokeswoman at
Bloomfield Hills, Mich.-based Taubman
Centers, which owns or manages 31 shop-
ping centers in 13 states, said sales and
traffic were better than a year ago, and that
there was “plenty of full-price selling.”

Still, there's nothing like a sale to draw
a crowd.

About 500 people stood in line early
Friday outside a Best Buy in Coralville,
Iowa. Bargains included $299 digital
camcorders and $999.99 high-definition,
flat-screen TV monitors.

Matt Van Berkum of North English,
Towa, said he had been there since 3 a.m.
and planned to buy a home theater system
for his apartment for about $500. “I've
never done this before, but I'm hoping to
get a good deal,” he said.

Duane Carbine of Phoenix also had an
eye for a sale. He said he did most of his
shopping online Thursday night, then kept
to a strict budget to buy a cartload of toys
for his three children at Toys “R” Us.

“I've probably just saved $400. You
just have to,” Carbine said. “By doing it
this way, I've saved a car payment.”

Retailers still have plenty to worry
about — especially an unemployment rate
that remains at 6 percent.

Sally Sanchez, 47, of Lakewood, Colo.,
said she is cutting back this holiday season
after being out of work for seven months.

“We're going to have a good Christmas.
It just won't be extravagant,” said Sanchez,
who was shopping at a local Kmart.

Stores have steeled themselves for a
shopping letdown, with inventories that
average 7 percent below last year's levels.

No must-have item has emerged this
season, although the best sellers in toys
include Fisher-Price's Hokey Pokey
Elmo, Spin Master's Mighty Beanz col-
lectible plastic toys, MGA
Entertainment's Bratz dolls and Mattel's
Hot Wheels T-Wrecks playset.

Michael Niemira, vice president of
Bank of Tokyo-Mitsubishi Ltd., predicted
a sales gain of 4.5 percent for the
November-December period, the best per-
formance since 1999, when the tally rose
5.4 percent. He based the estimate on sales
from stores open at least a year, considered
the best indicator of a retailer's health.

Last holiday season's results were
unchanged from 2001.

The Washington-based National Retail
Federation projected total holiday sales to
rise 5.7 percent to $217.4 billion.

Victoria D. Lucas
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Sunday a.m. showdown:
sports versus church

BY WAYNE PARRY

Associated Press Writer

SUMMIT, N.J. — Sports vs. church:
It's become the Sunday morning dilemma
in homes across the nation.

With weekend sports leagues growing
in popularity, schedules have stretched
further into those hours that were once the
exclusive domain of churches.

Now, clergy of many faiths are pushing
back, asking coaches and time-starved
parents to keep Sunday morning holy,
even if it means their children's teams
have to play some other time.

“I don't want my kids to grow up with
great football memories and no Biblical
knowledge,” said Rev. Chuck Rush, sen-
ior minister at Christ Church in Summit, a
New York City suburb. “You've got this
dramatic pressure between playing sports
and going to church, which isn't good.”

The Summit Interfaith Council recent-
ly issued an appeal to public and private
sports leagues to refrain from scheduling
games before noon on Sunday.

Rush, who helped write the appeal,
sees the church vs. sports conflict in his
own home. His 13-year-old daughter, who
plays soccer, is sometimes torn between
religion and her loyalty to her team,
where she stood a good chance of being
named most valuable player.

“She was in a tournament recently and
she said, ‘I could be the MVP, but if I
don't play in this Sunday's game, I defi-
nitely won't be the MVP,”” he recalled.

It all boils down to time, and the pre-
cious lack of it for families. As the grow-
ing demands of homework, weekend
errands and sports compete for families'
free time, church often loses.

One church in Andover, Mass., recent-
ly conducted a marketing survey to find
out when congregants had time to attend
weekend services. The most common
response: Saturday at 5 p.m., because
Sunday was all but booked.

“You run around all week long, com-
muting to work and coming home, and
run and run all weekend long and by
Sunday night, you're asking, ‘What the

heck just happened?” Rush said.
“Sabbath means there's some structured
rest.”

But stacking games on Saturday isn't
the answer for everyone. Those games
inconvenience Jewish families, who sym-
pathize with the churches' problem but
would prefer their kids play on Sunday.

“Having games on Saturday morning is
a huge challenge for the Jewish communi-
ty,”’said Allyson Gall, New Jersey
Director for the American Jewish
Committee in nearby Millburn. “I'd try
like crazy to get the kids to an 8 a.m.
game, have them change clothes in the car
on the way back and rush them to syna-
gogue.”

At St. Teresa of Avila R.C. Church in
Summit, it's not uncommon to see young-
sters in the pews dressed in soccer or foot-
ball uniforms, ready to be whisked off to the
field as soon as the last organ note fades.

Don Rasweiler, a father of five and a
football coach, must deal with both sides
of the debate. He has to be at the field an
hour before the 10:30 a.m. game, which
means getting at least some of the kids up
early enough for 7:30 a.m. Mass. There's
also a good chance one or two of his other
children will have a game later in the day.

Rasweiler and his wife Kate frequently
handle it by splitting up, attending differ-
ent Masses with Jack, 12, Henry, 10, or
Abigail, 8, depending on the week's sports
schedule.

Rasweiler said his wife isn't pleased
with the solution.

“We were discussing it a couple week-
ends ago, and she said, ‘I don't like the
effect this is having on us. We should go
to church as a family.””

Tom Brown, a baseball coach and St.
Teresa parishioner, noted his league
worked with the area churches to at least
avoid conflicts between team picture day
and the congregations’ First Holy
Communion days.

“We talked to them, got their dates, and
we moved picture day,” he said. “They real-
ly appreciated it, and we got a big thank
you from the churches and the parents.”

Strong ski season coming

BY ROBERT WELLER

Associated Press Writer

VAIL, Colo. — The powder is already
deep on Vail's double-diamond run Prima
and at many other Western ski resorts,
raising hopes of another boom year for the
industry after 2002's record season.

Most resorts opened early in Utah,
which led the nation with more than 100
inches of snow by Thanksgiving.

“We could not ask for anything more this
year,” said Kip Pitou, president of Ski Utah.

The snow that blanketed Utah also
helped out elsewhere. Powderhorn in
western Colorado opened for the
Thanksgiving weekend for the first time
in more than 20 years, while Mount
Spokane in Washington was open for the
first time in seven years.

Last year, the U.S. ski industry report-
ed a record 57.6 million skier visits. A
skier visit represents the purchase and use

DID YOU KNOW?: The

of a lift ticket by a skier or snowboarder.

But executives were more nervous this
season with the industry facing increasing
competition for the leisure dollar. Even
cruise lines are offering cheap deals in
prime ski markets, and last-minute
Internet bookings are making resort man-
agement more complicated.

Vail Resorts recently posted its first fis-
cal year net loss in a decade, blaming the
effect of the war in Iraq on travel.

Bill Jensen, chief operating officer for
Vail Mountain, the nation's busiest resort,
and others are hoping a weaker U.S. dol-
lar, good snow for a second straight year,
an improving economy and fewer air trav-
el problems will mean more visitors.

Mammoth Mountain in California cele-
brated its 50th season with a new gondola
at the resort's new base village. Snowriders
can now check e-mail on the lift at Lake
Tahoe's Squaw Valley, which installed a
wireless network in the offseason.

British, the highest per capita

spenders on music, buy 7.2% of the world music market.
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Don’t miss this special MS seminar

Where you'll find answers straight
from the heart.

Program

© What's new in M5?

@ What's known about the disease?

@ What treatment option may be best for you?

@ What role can you play in your treatment?

@ What resources are available to you and your family?

Physician Speaker: Lily Atalla, MS, MD
Director, Multiple Sclerosis Center
Rancho Los Amigos National Rehabilitation Center

National Patient Advocate: Lisa Peck
Pro Mountain Bike Racer and Attorney

Location: Fairmont Miramar Hotel
101 Wilshire Boulevard
Santa Monica, CA 90401

Saturday, December 6, 2003
Registration: 9:00 AaM—10:00 am
Program/Q&A: 10:00 am—1:00 pm

Continental breakfast will be provided. Complimentary parking.

To register free of charge, call 1-800-522-5185 or visit our website:
http://msliveprograms.medrsvp.com today!
Seats are limited. So don’t delay.

Active

ource-

Take an Active Role

Sponsored by Biogen, Inc. 1-3234-02-44

WITTNAUER

12E03/12R05

SAVOY COLLECTION

Swiss since 1880 = Stainless steel case and bracelet in two-tone finish ® Men's with
12 diamond bezel e Ladies’ with 24 » Bath styles available without diamonds
= Safety deployment clasp * Water resistant to 30m/100ft

READERS
" FINE JEWELERS
5th GEMERATION
331 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica
2 Hours Free Parking (Behind Store)
310.451.1349 www.readersjewelers.com
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Just Plane
Quiet

Enjoy soothing noise reduction
and great sound at an affordable
price. Our new Plane Quiet
headphones cancel out sound
waves of background noise for
a quieter trip and vastly-
improved audio for in-flight
movies and music. They work
great with CD, DVD and

MP3 players too.

Muogellan(3

AMERICA’S LEADING SOURCE OF TRAVEL SUPPLIES
1006 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica
(at 10th - ten blocks from the beach)
Open Monday ~ Saturday from 10 to 6. Sunday 11 to 4.

www.magellans.com

Bring in this ad for 10% off your next purchase.

AFTER 13 YEARS BEL MONDO IS...

GOING OINT
NE RIISINESS

ENTIRE STOCK

00"70"

EVERYTHING
MUST GO!!

REL MONDD

FOR MEN

HOURS: 9AM-9PM 7 DAYS A WEEK STARTING NOV. 28

1413 MONTANA AVENUE IN SANTA MONICA

|

NATIONAL

Youthful marijuana use
not the stigma it used to be

BY CONNIE CASS

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — When it comes to
marijuana, youthful indiscretion has come
of age.

Lots of politicians, including three of
the Democratic presidential candidates,
show no fear of fessing up to lighting up
in their wild-oats days. Indeed, some who
deny dabbling in illegal drugs give the
impression that instead of feeling self-
righteous, they're a little nervous about
coming across as dishonest or just square.

Times have changed since one of
President Reagan's Supreme Court nomi-
nees was jettisoned because of pot smok-
ing in his past, and even over the decade
since candidate Bill Clinton felt obliged
to equivocate about whether he inhaled.

“We're just facing reality. People do a
lot of things when they're young,” said
Joseph Califano, chairman of Columbia
University's National Center on Addiction
and Substance Abuse and a former U.S.
health secretary.

As young people who were part of the
explosion in drug use in the 1970s
matured and moved into public service,
voters of all ages gradually have become
more accepting of drug transgressions.

In addition to former President
Clinton, former Vice President Al Gore,
Supreme Court Justice Clarence Thomas,
former House Speaker Newt Gingrich, R-
Ga., and several past senators and Cabinet
secretaries have admitted to at least trying
marijuana. New York Gov. George Pataki
says he inhaled, as did New York City
Mayor Michael Bloomberg.

Character was a big issue in movie star
Arnold Schwarzenegger's election to
California governor, but film of him
smoking pot back in his bodybuilder days
was not. President Bush, who speaks in
broad terms about overcoming a drinking
problem, refuses to answer specific ques-
tions about his past behavior.

Eight candidates at a recent Democratic
presidential debate were asked whether
they ever had used marijuana. Three of
them Sen. John Kerry, Sen. John
Edwards and Howard Dean each
answered with an unadorned “yes,” draw-
ing enthusiastic applause from the “Rock
the Vote” event's youthful audience. It was
candidates who said they hadn't smoked
pot who felt the need to elaborate.

“l grew up in the church. We didn't

believe in that,” Al Sharpton explained.

Rep. Dennis Kucinich said he never
tried marijuana, “but I think it ought to be
decriminalized.”

Sen. Joseph Lieberman offered a jok-
ing apology: “Well, you know, I have a
reputation for giving unpopular answers
in Democratic debates. I never used mari-
juana, sorry.”

Only Wesley Clark offered a straight-
forward, “Never used it.”

The candidates' admissions caused bare-
ly a ripple in the media, launched no signif-
icant Republican attacks and no signs of
public outrage. But conservative moralist
Bill Bennett, co-chairman of Partnership
for a Drug-Free America, said he was dis-
appointed by “this kind of tee-hee, ha ha,
winking and nodding at marijuana.”

“It's not a lighthearted issue. It's a seri-
ous issue,” said Bennett, who served as
director of drug control policy under the
first President Bush. “They wouldn't joke
like this about smoking cigarettes.”

It was Bennett, as Ronald Reagan's
education secretary back in 1987, who
pushed Douglas Ginsburg to give up his
Supreme Court nomination. While
Bennett says past marijuana use should
not automatically bar an individual from
high office, he still believes Ginsburg's use
of the illegal substance while a serving as
a Harvard law professor made him unfit.

Advocates of marijuana, who have had
some success promoting medical use of
the drug, are encouraged by the more
casual attitude, even though most of the
politicians who tried marijuana years ago
don't support legalization today.

“Given the fact that we have so many
prominent people in this country who have
acknowledged using marijuana and didn't
become junkies, derelicts, have their lives
ruined, we are at a point where we need to
have a conversation about do these laws
that criminalize marijuana make any
sense,” said Bruce Mirken, spokesman for
the Marijuana Policy Project, which seeks
to ease marijuana laws.

For parents, the proliferation of “every-
body did it” excuses among the nation's
leaders raises the question of how to con-
vince teenagers that marijuana is risky.
After all, Partnership for a Drug-Free
America estimates that about 60 percent of
parents have tried marijuana themselves.

Bennett recommends describing the
dangers honestly, in the same vein as warn-
ing against speeding or drunk driving.

Fil“he sumle Ge“ﬂ%a{f YES, THATS CORRECT. SIMPLY FILL IN

1t THE BUBBLE ABOVE THE GIRLS HEADS
WITH SOMETHING FUNNY OR CLEVER:
BRING IT IN TO US BY NOVEMBER 30TH
2003 AND YOU WILL RECEIVE THE VIP.
PRICING.GIFT CARD SHOWN BELOW.
ITS GOOD FOR AN ADDITIONAL 0% OFF
ANY KODAK PRODUCT OR SERVICE WE
HAVE IN ' STOCK.

Kodzi

VIP PRICING @

. 10%orr

FT cARrp

: ch
& mBn-A,_ IMAG
Wi, VE“‘GECMEMQD o

VENICE CAMERA EXCHANGE & DIGITAL IMAGE CENTER
2417 LINCOLN BLVD.IN VENICE - (310) 821-56t1

(310) 394-7272 = ALL FIXTURES FOR SALE!
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Palestinians erupt with anger

By The Associated Press

TEL AVIV, Israel — Palestinians reacted with anger
at Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon's warning that
Israel might seize land if peace negotiations fail, though
Sharon also said Israel must give up territory for peace.

“You do not have unlimited time,” Sharon told a
news conference on Thursday, addressing the
Palestinians, adding that if he feels the Palestinians are
not serious about negotiating a peace deal, he may take
unilateral steps. “Maybe (the Palestinians) can get
things now that they won't be able to get then,” he said.

The Palestinians, who claim all of the West Bank and
Gaza Strip for a state, responded to Sharon's warning of
impatience and annexation with a sharp rebuke.

“This is an unprecedented, arrogant statement. It is
rude and it lacks any vision,” Palestinian Foreign
Minister Nabil Shaath said. “He should declare that he
is committed to the 'road map' and implement all the
Israeli commitments that are in this map,” referring to a
U.S.-backed peace plan.

Fighting continues in Afghanistan

By The Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan — Scattered fighting in
Afghanistan over the Eid-al-Fitr holiday slightly
wounded three coalition fighters, including two
American soldiers, and one pro-Taliban militant, the
U.S. military said Friday.

American and Afghan soldiers launched a special
anti-terrorist operation dubbed Mountain Resolve on
Nov. 7 in two eastern provinces of snow-covered moun-
tains bordering Pakistan: Nuristan and Kunar. On
Wednesday afternoon, anti-coalition forces were target-
ed by a bomb and small arms fire there, U.S. military
spokesman Maj. Bryan Hilferty said at Bagram Air Base.

He did not give a location.

U.S. soldiers and troops with the Afghan national
army returned fire, and one Afghan national army sol-
dier was wounded and evacuated. Two U.S. soldiers
were slightly wounded and later returned to duty,
Hilferty said.

On Wednesday near the Khost fire base, anti-coali-

tion militia forces fired on coalition and Afghan sol-
diers, which returned fire, wounding one enemy soldier
and capturing several others, Hilferty said. The wound-
ed man was evacuated.

Billion-dollar trade sanctions on hold

By The Associated Press

GENEVA — The European Union and its allies have
agreed to a nine-day delay before imposing billions of
dollars in trade sanctions against the United States over
illegal steel tariffs, World Trade Organization officials
said Friday.

The EU, Japan and Norway had threatened to impose
import duties on U.S. goods beginning Dec. 6 unless
Washington dropped tariffs of up to 30 percent on
imported steel.

But trade organization officials said Friday that all
the countries involved agreed to delay imposing the
retaliatory tariffs until Dec. 15.

A WTO appeals panel on Nov. 10 upheld an earlier
WTO decision that said the U.S. duties violated the
trade organization's rules.

The 15-nation EU has threatened tariffs on $2.2 bil-
lion worth of U.S. imports ranging from orange juice to
pajamas unless the duties are removed immediately. The
Norwegian government has threatened 30 percent duties
on roughly $12 million worth of American imports,
while Japan planned around $98 million of imports
duties, according to Kyodo News.

President Bush's administration says the tariffs _
imposed last year _ are needed to bolster the belea-
guered U.S. steel industry. Steel-producing states in the
midwestern United States are lobbying to keep the
duties, while big U.S. steel consumers, like automakers,
however, demand their removal.

Highway a familiar sight for shootings

By The Associated Press

COLUMBUS, Ohio — More people have reported
shots possibly being fired at vehicles along the same
stretch of highway where a woman was killed when a
bullet penetrated a car door, including one shooting con-
firmed by authorities Thursday.

Authorities were investigating 10 shootings on or
near a stretch of Interstate 270, the highway that circles
Columbus, said Franklin County Sheriff's Chief Deputy
Steve Martin.

Extra police were sent to patrol the area Thursday.

The first shooting was reported in May and others
had come in the past 6 1/2 weeks in the area just south
of Columbus. Tuesday's killing of Gail Knisley, 62,
made a total of nine shootings.

Since the killing, Martin said Thursday, several other
people have reported that their vehicles may have been
hit by bullets along 1-270.

Martin said authorities do not have any definite phys-
ical evidence to show that all the cases are linked and
said he is “not ready” to say if the shots have been fired
by a sniper.

The sparsely populated area includes woods fre-
quented by hunters and people practicing target shoot-
ing, along with industrial sites and some suburban
neighborhoods.

Lack of ammo a planned strategy

By The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Soldiers with the Army's 3rd
Infantry Division charged into Iraq in April short of the
ammunition their commanders had said was necessary
to invade, according to the division's postwar evaluation
of the fighting.

It was one of a number of supply problems encoun-
tered by the 3rd Infantry before and during its 21-day
dash to Baghdad from Kuwait, according to the internal
review, a 293-page after-action report created by the
division's senior officers and troops.

During the run-up to the war, division commanders
requested additional ammunition be delivered to front-line
units. The request was approved, but the troops could not
obtain all the ordnance despite months of war preparations.

The report, whose authors were not identified by
name, catalogued serious problems with supply, securi-
ty and the handling of prisoners of war. It blamed many
problems on higher headquarters or other parts of the
military, although it did point out some places where the
division could train its own soldiers better.

A spokesman for the division, Maj. Darryl Wright,
characterized the report as a candid effort to pinpoint
problems and refine tactics so the division fights better
next time. He said the report, obtained by The Associated
Press and other outlets, had not yet been finalized.

ARE YOU
BACKED UP?

IT'S EASY AND WILL SAVE YOU TIME
AND MONEY IN THE LONG RUN.

* Data backup packages start at $50 a month
* Daily and Weekly back ups available

* It's automatic!

* Recovery assistance available.

ZyLin

Call Zylink at 866.227.9539

Hot Dates and Rates at the Georgian

Your guest rooms for the holidays

&

Hot Rates!

BUY 3 GET ONE FREE!

$199/night for suites includes parking.
From now until February 1, 2004

_ gliongi

NOVEMBER 19-30

DECEMBER 1 — DECEMBER 30, 2003!!
Big discounts available for group
hookings!

NATROMAL TRLST |-

1415 Ocean Avenue

Santa Monica, CA
Telephone 310.883.6244
sales@gerogianhotel.com
www.georgianhotel.com

toTEl
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“WORLD FAMOUS"

PBig Dean’s Cafe

AT SANTA Monica BEACH
Where the “locals” meet and the “fun loving” tourists always retum!

SUN ¢ FUN » GREAT FOOD

BEER  WINE « MUSIC

SPORTS TV « 2 OUTDOOR PATIOS
SMOKING ALLOWED
REASONABLE PRICES! CHILDREN WELCOME!

1615 Ocean Front, Santa Monica (310) 393-2666

At Santa Monica Beach in front of the historic merry-go round, just
below & southeast of the pier. This location has been here since 1902

Chiropractic &
Accupuncture

»

Vita Wellness

MAXIMUM FAMILY CARE IN ONE LOCATION

310-449-1222

2222 Santa Monica Blvd.* Ste. 203 ¢ Santa Monica, CA 90404

Victoria D. Lucas
D.C.,, LAc. QME

CoPIA CREATIVE

... creativity knows no boundries




Santa Worica Dailp Wress

$3 - 5K per week income poten-
tial work from home, NOT MLM.
(800)570-3782 Ext. 4020.

2 POSITIONS: Dental Assistant
Santa Monica x-ray license.
RDA preferred call (310)395-
1261 or fax/resume (310)395-
6645.

AUTO PROFESSIONAL
WANTED:

Looking to get back into the car
business? SANTA MONICA
FORD has a few spots availa-
ble for the right candidate. Call
the Sales Manager at
(310)451-1588

BEAUTY STYLIST'S for new
Fantastic Sams Salon in Santa
Monica. Guarantee 9/hr and up.
(310)890-1222

EXPERIENCED TELEMARK-
ETERS only. Needed to set ap-
pointments for salvage pick-up
non-profit organization. Work
from home. $400/wk. potential
call Manny (310)753-4909.

FIGURE MODEL wanted. Fit fe-
male model wanted for figure
drawing by artist. No experi-
ence necessary. Call (818)501-
0266

HIRING P/T File Clerk & F/IT
Receptionist for medical office
in Pacific Palisades. Call Kathy
(310)459-4333 Fax/resume
(310)454-4707

JACK OF all trade. Knowledge
of plumbing, carpentry, electri-
cal, concrete helpful. P/, f/t call
(310)258-9030.

LEARN HOW to get radio air-
play! “Internship.” (818)-905-
8038. Ext.14

NOW HIRING counter servers,
cashiers, busser. Apply in per-
son 3-5pm, Mon-Fri. 2901
Ocean Park blvd. #102 Santa
Monica 90405.

PART -TIME Cashier for a

Hardware store, experience
necessary. Call (310)395-
1158.

ALL STORE fixtures for sale.
Bel Mondo going out of biz,
1413 Montana Ave. (310)394-
7272.

2 BEDROOM apartment furni-
ture for sale . For complete de-
scription & details. Call Paul
Lorda (310)395-2558 or
(310)804-0810.

7 PIECE Bedroom Set. All
brand new! Wood sleigh bed,
mattress set, nightstand, and
more. Moving and must sell!
List $2500. Giveaway $795.
(310)350-3814.

CHERRY SLEIGH Bed. Solid
wood. Still in box. List $795.
Sacrifice $295. (310)350-3814

ITALIAN LEATHER Sofa &
Loveseat Brand new, still in
crate from designer home
show. List $3000. Sacrifice
$995. Must selll Will deliver!
(310)350-3814.

QUEEN DOUBLE Pillowtop
Mattress Set. Plush, name
brand, still in plastic. Warranty.
Was $595. Sacrifice $175.
(310)350-3814.

KING DOUBLE Pillowtop Mat-
tress Set. Brand new, brand
name. Must sell! List $895. Sac-
rifice $295. (310)350-3814
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CLASSIFIEDS

S3°° per day.Up to 15 words, 20 cents gach additional word.
Call 310-458-7737 and promote your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 15,000.

ITALIAN HOME &
GARDEN FURNISHINGS
Mid-Century Venetian Glass
Tuscan Ceramics ® Deru
Florentine Leal

Antique Linens o Jewelry

702 MONTANA AVENUE IN SANTA MONICA
(310) 394-0989
www.PonteV.com

Dinnerware

QUEEN ORTHO Mattress Set.
New, still in plastic w/warranty.
Must sell. $125 (310)350-3814.

PeClai e
LOW DAILY/WEEKLY RATES

= Insurance Billing

= Unlimited Mileage
on most cars, minivans
= Free Pick-Up Service

&>

OF SANTA MONICA

’01 Ford Expedition

Call for price, silver, loaded

& more! (Vin#UBR772)

’00 Ford Explorer

$12,995 (ID#B30956)

’98 Lincoln Continental
$12,995 LOADED!

CLEAN! (ID#B626495)

’01 Ford Expedition XLT
$26,995 SHARP!

EXTRA CLEAN! (ID#193078)
'97 Ford Explorer
$8,995 (ID#A41915)

1230 Santa Monica Blvd.
310-451-1588

Claude Short
Auto Sales Dealer

'01 DODGE
DURANGO R/T
VIN 544097 Loaded, Leather
only 31K, lowner $19995

94 JAGUAR XJ6
VIN 687617 Pristine cond.
6 disc changer wire wheels

$10995

95 MERCEDES
BENZ S-320
VIN 280961 six disc changer
Black beauty $19995

97 BMW 328i
convertible VIN T98113 Super
clean low miles $19995

98 DODGE RAM2500
PickupVIN 234380 Camper
shell chrome wheels
reduced $9500

’03 DODGE VIPER
VIN 500992 Rare red car w/
black top 43 mis $92500

94 FORD BRONCO
Eddie Bauer 4x4
VIN B55118 Immaculate
Leather Loaded $9995

2501 Lincoln Blvd.
in Venice

“Classic” 1982
Jeep Wagoneer

Solid Vehicle, Very Reliable,
Custom Seats, CD sounds,
Surf Racks, lots of love
in this Truck.

$2500 FIRM.
(310) 699-7835

ML 430 MERCEDES. 3 years
old. Excellent  Condition.
38,000 mi, fully loaded, GPS,
6-cd. Leather, moon-roof plus
more! $25,900 or BO (310)459-
9196

Instruction

DRUM LESSONS in your
home! Great w/children & be-
ginners, first lesson FREE! Call
Tom (310)422-2699.

/.-——--‘_

INFINITYI
of Santa Monica

[J°00 BMW X5 4.4i0)
Sport Pkg! V8, Loaded, Low
Mileage! BEAUTIFUL! (H02400)

[1°02 Infiniti Q45 Navi(l
THE EXECUTIVE RIDE!
All Loaded, Low Miles
(v002529) 3 More Available

0’03 Infiniti G35 SedanO)
DVD Navi, Prem whis, Loaded
(v006982)

[J°01 Ford Mustangd
CONVERTIBLE! Automatic
2D, Leather, (8837P)

[J°02 Audi ASLOI
FULLY LOADED! Premium Whis.
Bose Premium Sound (001079)

[1°02 Honda S2000C]
4-Cyl. 2.0L VTEC, Leather,
6-Speed, Manuel (8767P)

[1°02 Lexus 1S3000]

Sport Cross, LOADED! Prem
Wheels, Leather (043651)

{0’00 Volvo V70 XC AWDOI
SE Wagon

2.4L Turbo, Moon, alloys
VALUE PRICED! (v707506)

1401 Santa Monica Blvd.

310-394-1888

infinitiofsantamonica.com

LbdK

LEXUS/VOLKSWAGEN
OF SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

(AR

2003 INFINITI G35
COUPE 2D
V6, Automatic, Leather,
Moon Roof (206812)
2002 LEXUS IS 300
SPORT CROSS

4D, Hatchback, Moon, Rear
Spoiler, Lthr (042025)

2002 TOYOTA ECHO
2D Coupe, 5-Speed
(206328)

2000 LEXUS RX 300

4D Sport Utility, Automatic,
Moon, Roof Rack (146978)

2000 VOLKSWAGEN
JETTA GLS

4D Sedan, Automatic,
Moon Roof (089016)

1999 LEXUS LX 470

4D Sport Utility, Automatic,
Leather, Moon (075956)

1100 Santa Monica Bivd
(310) 319-1661
LAcarGUYcom

@TOYOTA

SANTA MONICA

2001 TOYOTA
AVALON
TOYOTA CERTIFIED
Leather, Moonroof
& Much More
(X14152527)

2001 TOYOTA
4RUNNER
TOYOTA CERTIFIED
12K miles (20258224)

2001 SIENNA XLE
TOYOTA CERTIFIED
Lthr, Fully Equipped
(24483153)

2002 BMW 325i
10K Miles, Like New
(2NJ21495)

2002 TOYOTA
SEQUOIA
TOYOTA CERTIFIED
Limited, Super Clean
(2S090449)

2001 TOYOTA
PRIUS
TOYOTA CERTIFIED
Rare Find (10036045)

832 Santa Monica Bivd.
800-944-4157

LAcarGUYcom

Instruction

Instruction

TROMBONE TUITION all levels
by master of music graduate in
your home call Lane (310)458-
6607.

TUTOR AVAILABLE experi-
enced teacher and dean of stu-
dents. K-12 including SAT prep.
great references.
Sara(310)907-6532.

ENJOY LIFE ON THE 3RD STREET PROMENADE

GREAT LIVE/ WORK SPACE
Crlterion Apartments

202 Anzowa A\/ethe, Santa Moniea
Walk to the Beach O Pedestrian Lifestyle O Beautiful Studio Apts. from $1,100 per month

310-394-9833

*One year |lease minimum term. Utilities, Stove, & Refrigerator included.

METROPOLITAN PACIFIC

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT, INC

Classified Advertising Conditions :REGULAR RATE: $2.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20¢ per word per day. Ad must run a minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra. Please call for
rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once. DEADLINES: 4:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 4:00 p.m. PAYMENT: All private party ads
must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310)458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press, P.O. Box 1380,
Santa Monica, CA 90406 or stop in at our office located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Ste. 202. OTHER RATES: For information about the professional services directory or classified display ads, please call our office at (310)458-7737.
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DO YOU HAVE SERIOUS
ACNE?

Patients will be paid $500.00
for

6 visits over 6 months.
Looking for women between
the ages of 14-45 with seri-
ous acne who could partici-
pate in an FDA clinical study.

Women cannot be on

accutane or Retin-A.

All medication,
physicals and visits are
Free. No insurance is neces-
sary and all is confidential.
Interested participants
should contact Christine
@(323)937-7811

SINGLE ENCLOSED garage
wanted in Santa Monica area
call Jim. (310)226-6102.

GEORGETOWN LAKE MT De-
luxe 4 bdrm overlooking pristine
mountain lake.  Blue ribbon
fishery. Minutes from Jack Nick-
laus golf course. Hike, boat,
swim, horseback ride. Wildlife
galore. Stunning sunset views.
$1200 per week. (310) 899-
3777

3RD STREET PROMENADE
Apts. Ocean views, remodeled
units 1+1, $1500-$2000, 2+2
$2100-$2500. 1453 3rd Street.
MOVE IN SPECIALS!
(310)862-1000.

501 N. Venice single. Stove, re-
frigerator, carpet, utilities includ-
ed, laundry, parking, no pets.
$850/mo. (310)574-6767.

FREE RENTAL Lists & No Fee
Rentals. Sullivan-Dituri Compa-
ny. 2111 Wilshire Blvd. Santa
Monica, CA 90403.

NEW STUDIO Apartments
available. $1075-$1345.  Six
blocks to beach. Promenade
area! (310)656-0311

PACIFIC PALISADES
$1100- $1450
1 Bdrm. and Single Gorgeous,
newly remodeled,new tile,
pool,some views, walk to vil-
lage.
974 Haverford
(310)454-8837

PACIFIC PALISADES:
$1450
gorgeous 1 bdrm, newly
remodeled, pool,some views,
walk to village.
974 Haverford 310-454-8837

PALM SPRINGS Condo. Mes-
quite Country Club, great loca-
tion overlooking fairway &
mountains. Convenient to down
town. Sleeps 2-6. 2BDRM/2BA,
swimming pool, washer/dryer,
fully furnished. Walk-in & enjoy.
Seasonable rates $550-
$700/wk & $1500-$2300/mo
Contact David @ (805)565-
0496 Dec, Jan & May. Still
Available.

S.M. $1725.00 On 18th near
SM Bivd. 2bdrm, 1.5ba. Town-
house. Intercome entry, Appli-
ances, wetbar, fireplace, private
patio, 2-car garage. Info:
(310)828-4481.

SANTA MONICA
$1195 & UP

Newley renovated bachelor.
Hardwood, large balconies
w/ocean views. Microwave &
refridgerator. Across from
the beach.

Open House
daily 11-5pm
2121 OCEAN AVE.
310-899-9580

VENICE BEACH
$1295 & UP

GRAND OPENING
Historic craftsman style bldg.
Newly remodeled, 1 bedroom,
1 bath. Step to the sand!
Wood floors, tiled kitchen

Open House
daily 12-5pm
20 BROOKS
310-899-9580

SANTA MONICA Nortth of Wil-
shire. Prime location, upper 1
bdrm, 1 bath. Private deck,
breakfast nook, hardwood
floors, paid utilities, backyard.
$1295/mo. Open house Satur-
day and Sunday 10-1pm
(310)395-1495.

€lose to work. Close to play
lest address in Santa Moni

FURNISHED CORPORATE SUITES AVAILABLE THROUGH CITRUS SUITES - CALL 310.943.7200

All backed by the Archstone Seal of Service™
including the 100% Move-in Satisfaction Guarantee.

ARCHSTONE SANTA MONICA

ARCHSTONE SANTA MONICA APARTMENTS
425 Broadwvay | Santa Monica

310.943.7213

santamonica@archstonesmith.com

ArchstoneCommunities.com

live well

5]

ARCHSTONE

SANTA  MONICA  $1100/mo
1BDRM + den, gas paid, appli-
ances, NO pets, parking. 2535
Kansas Ave., #105 Santa Mon-
ica, CA 90424. Manager in
#101

SANTA MONICA $1300/mo. 2
bdrm 1 1/2 bath, upper, carpets,
blinds, refrigerator, stove, laun-
dry, parking, no pets. 9th Street

North of Wilshire. (310)456-
5659.
SANTA  MONICA:  $1100,

2+1,lower, patio, new paint, qui-
et building, month to month.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA: $575, bache-
lor, upper, carpet, laundry, utilit-
ies included, nice location.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA: $800, studio,
carpet, large closets, laundry,
quiet, blinds, nice location.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA: $895, 1+1,
lower, carpet, laundry, new
paint, blinds, parking included.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA 1244 11th
Street unit A/D $1450/mo. $200
off move-in. Stove, carpet,
blinds, balcony, laundry, no
pets. (310)393-6322.

SANTA MONICA 1318 Euclid
#1, 1 bdrm, 1 bath, private pa-
tio, pets negotiable, $1195/mo.
Open House Saturday and Sun-
day 10-1pm. (310)395-1495.

WLA $1285 spacious 2 bdrm. 1
3/4 bath. Near Bundy/SM Bivd.
Large closets, fireplace & park-
ing. Small building. (310)828-
4481.

SANTA MONICA 2 bdrm 1
bath, no pets. 2301 Ocean Park
Blvd. #4 $1495/mp. (310)372-
4374.

ROQUE &
MARK Co.

2802 Santa Monica Blvd.

310-828-7525
SALES - RENTALS

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

RENTALS AVAILABLE
NO PETS ALLOWED

SANTA MONICA

827 15th st. 31350
Upper 1 bed, 1/2 block to
Montana, fresh paint,
laundry room

1224 12th St. $1500
Lower 2 bed, 1.5 baths, new
carpet, new blinds, balcony

3124 Colorado $1995
3 bed, 2 bath, new carpet,
new fridge, garage, patio

OFFICE SPACE
2918 SM. Blvd. $525

Small 2nd floor space,
approx. 230 SF, 1 parking,
flex terms

2808 S.M. Bivd. 3600
Ground floor rear office,
approx 300 SF, 1 parking

BRENTWOOD
WLA/MAR VISTA

10908 S.M. Bivd
West LA, $800
Upper single, fridge & stove,
near UCLA & Century City

11856 Rochester,
West LA, $1075
Lower 1bedroom,
spacious, berber carpet, dish-
washer, balcony

649 Barrington
Brentwood $1250
Upper 1 bed, remodeled
kitchen, new carpet,
new blinds, pool

FOR MORE LISTINGS G0 T0

WWW.ROQUE-MARK.COM

LN

LEASING CENTER

CENTURY WEST PROPERTIES
EXCEPTIONAL WESTSIDE RENTALS

1437 SEVENTH STREET, SUITE 200

COMPLEMENTARY RENTAL LIST &
LEASING CONSULTATION

WALK-INS WELCOME 10AM — 6PM DAILY
(310) 899-9580

SANTA MONICA: $1295, tri-
plex, 1+1, r/s, carpet, yard, re-
modeled kitchen, utilities includ-
ed.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA: $1500, tri-
plex, 2+1, lower, pet ok, r/s,
hardwood floors, laundry, quiet.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA: $995, guest
house, pet ok, r/s, laundry,
parking included, near SMC.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

WLA HOUSE for rent 3 bdrm 2
ba, great location. $3K/mo.
(310)455-2415.

Roommates

FREE RUN ANY AD FREE
WITH
WESTSIDERENTALS.COM
(310)395-7368

SANTA MONICA: $500, shared
condo, prvt room, r/s, near
SMC, gated parking, utilities in-
cluded.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA: $595, shared
duplex, prvt. room, pet ok,laun-
dry, private entry, near SMC.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

Commercial Lease

SANTA MONICA
OFFICES

* CHARMING MEDITERRANEAN STYLE
* NEAR PROMENADE - WINDOWS OPEN
* GARDEN COURTYARD BUILDING

* TELEPHONE SYSTEM INCLUDED

* NEW PAINT AND CARPET

* FURNISHED AVAILABLE

* SHORT OR LONG TERM

* PARKING INCLUDED

* 2TO 4 ROOMS

* AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY

310.395.4620

$1450.00 AND UP

LINCOLN & ARIZONA. Ground
floor office T-1 DSL, carpet, util-
ities, cleaning , share restroom
with other Christian women,
$700/mo Call weekends
(310)428-3988

MDR ADJ: 2 offices in newer
building 389 sg. ft. $550, 621
sq. ft. $800. (310)390-7487.

M

Specializing
in Leasing
& Selling
Office &
Industrial
Buildings

SANTA MONICA 1427 THIRD
STREET PROMENADE 900
SQ/FT OFFICE/CREATIVE
SPACE. SHARE KITCHEN.

INCLUDES DSL, HIGH
CEILINGS. $2000 PER
MONTH. AVAILABLE
DECEMBER 1 OR SOONER.
CALL 310-458-7737 X104

Chrigtina S. Porter
Senior Associate
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Roommates Commercial Lease Massage Massage Fitness Personals

FREE RUN ANY AD FREE
WITH
WESTSIDERENTALS.COM
(310)395-7368

SANTA MONICA: $500, shared
condo, prvt room, tr/s, near
SMC, gated parking, utilities in-
cluded.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA: $595, shared
duplex, prvt. room, pet ok,laun-
dry, private entry, near SMC.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

Commercial Leas

MDR ADJ: 2 offices in newer
building 389 sqg. ft. $550, 621
sq. ft. $800. (310)390-7487.

SANTA MONICA retail store for
lease. 1740 Ocean Park Blvd.
Approx. 600 sqg/ft. remodeled,
skylights, finished  concrete
floors, a/c. Good for clothing, art
or books. $1500/mo. (310)753-
2621.

Commercial Lease

SM/OCEAN PARK: room avail-
able in well located Chiropractic
& Acupuncture office 3 days
per/wk  $500/mo.  Jasmine
(310)392-9596.

Al CONSTRUCTION, framing,
drywall, electrical. 30 years in

this area. Free estimate.
(310)475-0497 or (310)415-
7134.

AN EXPERIENCED dealer/me-
chanic undertakes brake jobs,
$40 + parts. (818)780-5609.

B.C. HAULING clean-up; all
types big truck; hydrolic liftgate
-small truck. No Saturdays.
(310)714-1838.

BEST MOVERS

No job too small
2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR

Fully insured. We make it EZ.
Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic.T-163844
(323) 997-1193

CARTOONIST/PHOTOGRA-
PHER WILL come to your par-
ty. $50 & up.. Also art instruc-
tion. Ted. (310)936-5129.

‘When You Get Ready to Fix Up, Call Us!

NED PARKER
CONSTRUCTION

Bonded & Insured ¢ Lic#658-486
PAINTING * CARPENTRY * ROOFING
CONCRETE * ELECTRICAL

323.871.8869
DISCOUNT GRANITE COUN-
TER TOPS $199-$200, 26 1/2"
x 96”. Great colors, same cost
as tile. (310)985-1285.

PICTURE FRAMES custom
made by professional (310)980-
2674.

WESTWOOD OFFICE space in
prime location near Wilshire.
Approx. 400 sqfft very nice,
clean, 2 rooms & bathroom.
Parking available at Border's
$590/mo. (310)477-6835.

Real Estate

T

AGAPE ESTATES
Pride of Ownership
Homes and Units
Realtor and Developer
Call Today
310-745-4847
Buy or Sell Tomorrow

Real Estate Wanted

MOTIVATED BUYER: | buy
houses, any area, any price,
any condition .
Call (310)422-4933 .

Massage

BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal
your body, mind, spirit. Thera-
peutic, Swedish, Deep-tissue.
Energy balancing. Strictly non-
sexual. Introductory specials
from $50.00/1hr. Lynda, L.M.T.
(310)749-0621

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong
and tender relaxing bodywork
by mature European. Professio-
nal Lady Sonja (310)397-0433.

OCEAN THERAPY: nice relax-
ing massage Spanish & Asian
Staff (310)899-3709.

COPPER REPIPE SPECIALIST

LOW WATER PRESSURE? RUSTY
UNSAFE WATER? GETTING SCALDED?
We specialize in Copper Repipe of
private homes & apartments. Call us!
Senior Citizen Discount

FREE Estimates
1-877-379-9455

SOL'S PLUMBING

r o, - - - - - - ----- 1
[ FREE T
WATER HEATER &@

I
I

1 Lic#767143 Bonded & Ins.
i ALL WORK IS GUARANTEED
I ALWAYS A CLEAN QUALITY JOB!

NBM CONSTRUCTION
Room Additions, Remodel,
Electric, Plumbing, Carpentry
(888) 420-5866

Lici745354)

GET ORGANIZED!

for filing system set-ups,
unpacking from a major move,
uncluttering closets and
other homes/office paper
management problems, etc.

HIRE A PROFESSIONAL
ORGANIZER!
Call Christine Cohen:
310-274-4988

Member: National Association of Professional Organizers

FULL BODY massage by sen-
sual, green-eyed young lady,
5'2, natural & fit. Fun and Posi-
tive. Serious inquiries only
(in/out) Zoey (310)339-6709.

MASSAGE PAY ANYTHING
YOU WANT (EXPIRES
NOVEMBER. 2003) EN-
JOY a really great, amazing
and wonderful full body
massage. Swedish, deep-
tissue. (Platonic only!) 1-
4/hrs.  Will come to you.
24/7 Cute, slim, fit, petite
mature chocolate. 14 years
experience. Female driver
wanted asap. Dolly
(310)358-6535.

OLIVIA FULL body massage.
Smooth, thorough, divinely re-
laxing by beautiful, mature
woman. Professional & licensed
$120/hr. $80/ 1/2 hr. (310)915-
5519.

REVITALIZE & Rejuvenate.
Body, Mind & Spirit with a ther-
apeutic  Swedish/Deep-tissue
massage. Laura (310)394-2923
(310)569-0883.

STRONG & SOOTHING Deep-
Tissue Therapy. Intro:
$35/70min. Non-sexual. Will al-
so trade. Paul: (310)741-1901.

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE,
Swedish, Accupressure,
Deep-tissue, Sports Mas-
sage, Reflexology. For apt
call Tracy at (310)435-0657.

“JENNY CAN CLEAN-IT”
fast, reliable. We take care of
your cleaning, own transporta-
tion. $40 (818)705-0297.

HEAD SHOTS. Price includes
shoot fee, contact sheets, nega-
tives & expenses. $250.
www.randphoto.net  (310)395-
0147.

HOME THEATER AND MUSIC:
system design, installing and
troubleshooting. 16 years expe-
rience with audio/video sys-
tems, satellite, cable, telephone
and computer networks.
(310)450-6540.

PAINTING TOP QUALITY Li-
censed. A&A custom. Interior
And Exterior Free Quote.
(310)463-5670 .

MARCO TELECOM: Phone
jacks, installation & repair. Re-
wiring phone line, splitting busi-
ness. (310)301-1926, pager:
(310)351-7673.

SEX THERAPY Enhance re-
lationships, intimacy & de-
sire. Surrogates & Training
available. AASECT Cert.
Bryce Britton, MS (310)450-
5553

WALLPAPER REMOVAL &
INSTALLATION
wall texture/ painting Glenn's
Wallpaper Service. Get Ready
For The Holidays
(310)686-8505.

SWEDISH
MASSAGE

| AM A MASSAGE
STUDENT NEEDING
CLINICAL HOURS FOR
MY
CERTIFICATION.
NO CHARGE!
DONATIONS ACCEPTED!
FOR MORE INFO CALL
JORGE HERNANDEZ
HOME (310)391-0630
CELL (805)455-4739.

Announcements

COME SUPPORT Daybreak
Designs, a grass-roots business
venture for women in transition.
Quality handmade arts in time
for the holidays. Daybreak Shel-
ter, Friday December 5th, 11-7
and Saturday December 6 9-3.
1610 7th  Street/Colorado.
(310)450-0650.

Business Opps

ABSOLUTE GOLDMINE! 60
Vending machines with excel-
lent locations all for $10,995.
(800)234-6982.

LOCAL VENDING route 60 ma-

chines. Locations included, all
for $10.995. (800)509-7909.

TAl CHI/I-CHIUNG classes in
Santa Monica call for info.
(626)429-6360.

NOTICETO
READERS:

California law requires that
contractors taking jobs that
total $500 or more (labor or
materials) be licensed by the
Contractors State License
Board. State law also requires
that contractors include their
license number on all
advertising. You can check the
status of your licensed
contractor at www.cslb.ca.gov
or 800-321-CSLB. Unlicensed
contractors taking jobs that
total less than $500 must state
in their advertisements that
they are not licensed by the
Contractors State License
Board.

SUPERIOR PAINTING/WALL-
PAPERING FREE ESTIMATE.
INSURED/BONDED
LIC#426413 25/YRS EXPERI-
ENCE. LOW PRICES. HIGH
QUALITY. HOLIDAY
SPECIALS (310)398-6060.

TOWN & Country Builder. Ma-
sonry work, concrete, drive-
ways, brick, stone wall, patio,
tile. State/Lic. 441191 (310)578-
7108.

SMART CLEANING for all your
cleaning needs. Top quality
products. Residential & com-
mercial. (310)676-1456.

Curves

in Santa Monica
The Power to Amaze Yourself.™

GET 50% OFF THE
SERVICE FEE

Offer valid 7/15/03 thru 11/30/03
*Based on first visit envollment, minimum. 12 months c.d
program. Service fee paid a time of enrollment.
Not valid with any other offer

1335 B 4th St.
310-917-1371

Feel Better...Lose Weight...Improve your Health!

Inquire About Our Way to
Wellness Program! Exercise,
Eating & Stress Management ...
All'In One Great Program!

Located at the Loews
Santa Monica Beach Hotel

310-842-5657

www.globalfitnesssolutionsonline.com

Personals

Talk to a Model 24hrs.
310-786-8400
818-264-1906
213-259-1902
949-722-2222

$15/15 min.
CC/Check OK
www.USLove.com

Services Services Services Services Business Services jllComputer Services

HOW can you get the power
of email working for your
business?

Great Big Noise
www.greatbignoise.com

Computer Services

COMPUTER HELP: Your office
or home. Typing, tutorial, Micro-
soft Word, Excel, Access, inter-
net navigation, software instal-
lation. Also, notary public serv-
ices. (310)207-3366

LINCOLN & ARIZONA. Ground
floor office T-1 DSL, carpet, util-
ities, cleaning , share restroom
with other Christian women,
$700/mo Call weekends
(310)428-3988

SANTA MONICA
OFFICES

* CHARMING MEDITERRANEAN STYLE
* NEAR PROMENADE - WINDOWS OPEN
* GARDEN COURTYARD BUILDING

* TELEPHONE SYSTEM INCLUDED

* NEW PAINT AND CARPET

* FURNISHED AVAILABLE

+ SHORT OR LONG TERM

* PARKING INCLUDED

*2TO 4 ROOMS

* AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY

310.39?.4620
Ml ¢

AL COMMERCIAL

Specializing
in Leasing
& Selling
Office &
Industrial
Buildings

SANTA MONICA 1427 THIRD
STREET PROMENADE 900
SQ/FT OFFICE/CREATIVE
SPACE. SHARE KITCHEN.

INCLUDES DSL, HIGH
CEILINGS. $2000 PER
MONTH. AVAILABLE

DECEMBER 1 OR SOONER.

CALL 310-458-7737 X104

Christina S. Porter
Senior Associate

MONICA

LA TECHNICAL SERVICE spe-
cializing in wired/wireless net-
works,  software, hardware,
websites, training, courseware
& relational databases 10% off
for new customer (310)948-
3014.

MAC & PC repairs tutoring,
software & hardware wireless
networking. Upgrade, phone (in
house)support.
www.concepts.org
(310)902-6001

DENTAL
EMERGENCY?

e Evening hours + emergency services
e Root Canals, Crowns, Veneers

e 20+ years of experience

e UCLA Graduate

e Most insurances accepted

e Gosmetic Dentistry

Dr. David Taft, DDS
310-315-3676

UCLA Parkside Medical

2428 SANTA MONICA BLVD., SUITE 303 * SANTA MONICA
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By The Associated Press

ATLANTA — The Internal Revenue Service will
seek to recover more than $1 million in back taxes that
pop and R&B star Peabo Bryson owes by auctioning off
some of his belongings, ranging from Grammy Awards
to dishware.

“We are having the auction to reduce his tax debt,”
said Keith Hilava, a property appraisal and liquidation
specialist for the IRS.

The first portion of the Dec. 5-6 auction will focus on
electronic and recording equipment. The second day
will be devoted to Bryson's personal items, including a
grand piano, a signed copy of Nelson Mandela's “Long
Walk to Freedom,” several bottles of expensive wine, a
closet full of designer suits and several gold and plat-
inum records.

“I am expecting a good crowd,” Hilava said. “How
much we sell and what we sell it for will depend on the
people buying. It depends on the market.”

Hilava, who has been doing sales for the IRS for 25
years, said celebrity auctions often attract curiosity
seekers.

Bryson, 52, is a writer, singer and producer with nine
gold albums. He won a Grammy in 1992 for his record-
ing of “Beauty and the Beast” with Celine Dion and
another in 1993 for “A Whole New World” with Regina
Belle. He's also recorded duets with Roberta Flack and
Natalie Cole.

In 1989, he paid $1.2 million in taxes to settle a lien
the IRS placed on his home.

On Aug. 21, the IRS seized property from Bryson's
Buckhead mansion. According to a lien on file at the
Fulton County Courthouse, he owed the IRS $1.2 mil-
lion as of 2000.

LONDON — Soccer star turned actor Vinnie Jones
was charged by police Friday over an alleged incident of
“air rage.”

The 38-year-old star of the 1998 comedy thriller
“Lock, Stock and Two Smoking Barrels” was traveling
in the first class cabin of a Virgin Atlantic plane from
Heathrow to Tokyo on June 1 when the incident is
alleged to have taken place.

London's Metropolitan Police said Jones had been
charged with “being drunk on an aircraft, using threat-
ening abusive or insulting words, and common assault
on a passenger.” Jones, who faces a court appearance
Monday, refused comment.

In his professional career playing for Wimbledon and
Wales, Jones was mainly known as a “hard man” for his
rough tackling and aggressive play.

INGLEWOOD — Joe Pesci had more to celebrate
than just Thanksgiving, as a horse named after the actor
romped to an 8 1/2-length victory at Hollywood Park.

Pesci, a 3-year-old filly making her first start, was
entered Thursday in a six furlong race for maidens. She
paid $3, $2.10 and $2.10.

The two-legged Pesci, who co-owns the horse with
trainer Wesley Ward, was pleased about the win.

“What can I say, I'm stuffed,” he said.

The 60-year-old, who won an Oscar for his support-
ing role in “GoodFellas,” has been a horse racing fan for
years, but his namesake represents his first ownership
experience. It appears he got off on the right hoof.

“We watched her run in the morning and she's so
calm, so big, we were pretty confident,” Pesci said.

SACRAMENTO — Maria Shriver says she's still
trying to figure out how to juggle her roles as California's
first lady, a television journalist and a mother.

“I have no clue how I'll fit all these pieces of my life
together,” Shriver said.

She is no newcomer to the world of politics: Her
father, R. Sargent Shriver, was the Democratic Party's
1972 nominee for vice president, and one of her uncles

The tax man comes after pop singer Peabo Bryson

was President Kennedy.

But her marriage to Arnold Schwarzenegger, an
internationally known movie star turned Republican
governor, has put her in an entirely new role. She made
her first solo appearance as first lady Wednesday at a
Sacramento food bank.

Democratic legislators have criticized
Schwarzenegger's proposal for reversing the state's
budget crisis, saying the cuts would hit some of the
state's most vulnerable populations.

Shriver, who returned part-time to her job with NBC
News last week, said she's “not involved in the politics
of the Legislature and my husband. Does my heart go
out to families that struggle? Yes. I'm a big believer that
all of us can make a difference in those people's lives.”

TAIPEI, Taiwan — When pop star Michael Jackson
performed in Taiwan's second-largest city in 1996, the
mayor gave him a meritorious achievement award, a
move that infuriated some politicians.

Although Jackson has been arrested on child
molestation charges in California, the politician who
gave the award to the singer said he has no regrets.

“We were only honoring his artistic achievements,”
said former Kaohsiung Mayor Wu Den-yih, now an
opposition member of parliament.

“We weren't honoring him for his morals,” Wu said.
“We kept the two things separate.”

The singer has said on his new Web site that the alle-
gations are “predicated on a big lie” and that he will be
exonerated in court.

Two city councilors said they objected to Jackson's
award because of earlier allegations the singer had
improper relations with children. The allegations never
led to criminal charges and in 1994 the investigation
became inactive.

Jackson had maintained his innocence but reportedly
paid a multimillion-dollar civil settlement.
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