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The local tourism industry has 
been decimated by Covid-19, and 
while travel is predicted to increase 
in 2021, visitors are not projected 
to reach 2019 levels until 2024, 

according to the LA Tourism and 
Convention Board. 

In Santa Monica, tourism slowed 
in February, tanked in April, and 
began a modest recovery during 
late summer due to an increase 

There’s a growing buzz for 
backyard beekeeping

Clara Harter  
BUZZ: Beekeeping is growing in popularity in Santa Monica, but Vilma Zenelaj has been at it for a long while.

CLARA HARTER
SMDP Staff Writer

Backyard beekeeping is growing 
in popularity in Santa Monica, but 
Vilma Zenelaj, a fourth generation 
beekeeper from Albania, was way 
ahead of the buzz. 

Zenelaj has been beekeeping for 
years and recently decided to post 
on Nextdoor to see if anyone would 
be willing to open up space in their 
backyard for some of her hives. 
She was amazed to find over 25 

neighbors that are interested and is 
now on a mission to spread love for 
these furry critters across the City. 

“It’s a great hobby for people 
who have a fascination with bees or 
want to help the environment and 
help their neighborhood by helping 
bees pollinate the trees and flowers,” 
said Zenelaj. “We need bees; they 
produce 35% percent of our food, 
so they are very important for our 
ecosystem.”

Contrary to many people’s 
beliefs, honey bees are not 

aggressive creatures and will not 
bother humans if they are given 
their own space. Zenelaj has been 
setting up her hives in high areas 
in neighbors gardens, where they 
can get to work without causing 
any trouble. She urges fellow 
community members to be open 
minded about bees. 

“When people find bees in their 
tree or roof or walls they often call 
a terminator and kill them and 

Local tourism is not 
predicted to fully recover 

until 2024

Courtesy Photo
HOTEL: The local tourism industry is being decimated by Covid-19
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Sharon Gillerman, a professor 
of Jewish History who taught at 
the Hebrew Union College-Jewish 
Institute of Religion and USC, died 
on Nov. 20 after several months of 
illness. 

Her passing is mourned by a 
community of students, teachers, 
friends, and family members, who 
will miss her fierce love, thoughtful 
demeanor, and wry humor. 

Gillerman grew up on the 
Westside and attended UCLA for 
her undergraduate and graduate 
degrees. After spending time in 
Germany, Israel, and New York, 

she returned home in 1998 to teach 
at the Skirball Campus of Hebrew 
Union College. 

Gillerman’s scholarship focused 
on modern German and central 
European Jewish history with 
a particular interest in gender 
history, cultural studies, popular 
culture, and transnational history. 
Her work consistently overturned 
scholarly assumptions, as she wrote 
with exceptional depth, originality, 
and honesty and brought her rich 
intellect and passion to every 
project. 

Her book *Germans into Jews: 
Remaking the Jewish Social Body in 

Gifted local scholar Sharon 
Gillerman dies at 60

SEE SHARON GILLERMAN PAGE 7
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Get the dental care you deserve with dental insurance 
from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company.  It can help
cover the services you’re most likely to use —

Dental Insurance

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and 
Preventive Benefits Rider. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/
certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance 
solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-888-799-4433 or 
respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance 
Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider kinds 
B438/B439.
6154-0120

l

l

Here’s the information
you requested on Dental insurance

FIRST-CLASS MAIL

X-rays CrownsCleanings Fillings Dentures

Call now to get this FREE 
Information Kit!

1-855-323-7468
dental50plus.com/santamonica

Preventive care starts right away

Helps cover over 350 services

Go to any dentist you want – but save more 
with one in our network

No deductible, no annual maximum

Review: Winslet finds 
passion among the rocks in 

‘Ammonite’
BY LINDSEY BAHR 
AP Film Writer

The new film “ Ammonite “ unearths 
the stories of two women buried by history: 
paleontologist Mary Anning, who in the 19th 
century made significant prehistoric fossil 
discoveries along the coast in Southwest 
England, and geologist Charlotte Murchison, 
who worked in the area briefly alongside her 
geologist husband. 

But instead of illuminating what we know 
about Mary and Charlotte and their work, 
in “Ammonite,” writer-director Francis Lee 
(“God’s Own Country”) takes a footnote 
from their lives— that they worked together a 
bit and became friends — and turns it into a 
passionate affair. While that’s an inspired idea 
for a piece of historical fiction, “Ammonite” 
is a mixed bag: exquisitely beautiful, with 
committed and lived-in performances and 
bursts of intense eroticism, but also a dreary 
and oddly empty experience.

Kate Winslet, stripped down and serious, 
plays Anning, who lives with her mother 
(Gemma Jones) and is struggling to get by. 
Life (if you can call it that) in the coastal area 
of Lyme Regis is harsh, and you can see the 
toll it’s taken in her eyes and hardened face. 
Although she’s notable in her field, she doesn’t 
get to socialize with the men in the Geological 
Society of London. Instead, she toils in silence 
in her hometown, searching for fossils in 
the cliffs and shilling her findings to curious 
tourists for meager sums. 

Then geologist Roderick Murchison 
(James McArdle) stops by her shop and asks 
her to take him out so he can see the world 
the way she sees it. It’s admiration cloaked 
in unconscious condescension: He assumes 
Mary can and will hand over her lifetime 
of work and expertise in an afternoon on 
the beach. Behind him is his wife, Charlotte 
(Saoirse Ronan), cloaked in black and a 
figurative shadow of a person. Mary barely 
takes notice of her.

The real Charlotte was a fellow woman of 
science a decade older than Mary. But in Lee’s 

version, she’s the young and fragile wife of a 
busy man. She has suffered a loss and is fading 
away into her own depression. 

Roderick says he wants his “bright, funny, 
clever wife back,” but he also treats her as a 
delicately wilting flower. You wonder if part of 
her mental state is due to the fact that he’s the 
type of husband who orders a decadent meal 
for himself and then puts in for plain white 
fish, no sauce, for his wife. 

He decides she shouldn’t accompany him 
further on his travels, and pays Mary to 
take Charlotte out with her instead. Mary is 
insulted but grudgingly accepts. She needs the 
money. With their differences in age, social 
status and interests, Mary and Charlotte 
are an unlikely pair. But after a fever and 
convalescence, they have an intense affair that 
awakens both, briefly. 

It’s tempting to compare “Ammonite” to 
“Portrait of a Lady on Fire,” another period 
piece about a lesbian relationship near the 
cliffs and sea. But “Portrait” was a sweeping, 
intoxicating release, and it’d be wrong to call 
“Ammonite” a love story or even a romance. 
The intimacy is fleeting and the revelations 
are few. 

Perhaps that’s because Lee’s script is so 
spare, and there’s only so much an actor can 
do to fill in the gaps. A film like this should 
give life to its characters and reveal essential 
truths beyond the book-report versions of 
their existence. But “Ammonite” keeps you at 
a distance on a rather vacant, but beautiful, 
journey. 

“Ammonite,” a Neon release, is rated R by 
the Motion Picture Association of America for 
“some graphic nudity, graphic sexuality and 
brief language.” Running time: 120 minutes. 
Two and a half stars out of four. 

—-
MPAA Definition of R: Restricted. Under 

17 requires accompanying parent or adult 
guardian. 

Follow AP Film Writer Lindsey Bahr on Twitter: www.
twitter.com/ldbahr 
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NOTICE INVITING BIDS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City of Santa Monica invites Contractors to complete and 
submit electronic bids for the:

Fall Protection
SP2643

Bids will only be accepted through the CITY’S ONLINE VENDOR PORTAL, PlanetBids or http://
vendors.planetbids.com/SantaMonica. They must be received by the specified date and time.  
Late bids will not be accepted. Please allow sufficient time for uploading of documents.  The 
bid opening will be electronic, all submitted bids will be viewable by the public via Planet Bids 
immediately after bid close time.  

PRE-BID JOB WALK:  
REFER TO VIDEOS OF BUILDINGS EXISTING CONDITION ON RFB FILES IN LIEU OF JOB 

WALK.

PROJECT ESTIMATE:  $1,000,000
CONTRACT DAYS:  210 Calendar Days
LIQUIDATED DAMAGES:  $2,700 Per Calendar Day

Bidding Documents may be obtained by logging onto the City’s bidding website at:  http://
www.smgov.net/planetbids/. The Contractor is required to have an A or B License license at 
the time of bid submission.  Contractors wishing to be considered must submit Bids containing 
all information required pursuant to the City’s Request for Bids. 

Pursuant to Public Contracts Code Section 22300, the Contractor shall be permitted to 
substitute securities for any monies withheld by the City to ensure performance under this 
Contract. 

United way and LA Rams 
raise %550K to end 

homelessness
With “HomeWalk at Home”, United Way 

of Greater Los Angeles’s 13th annual 5K 
HomeWalk—the single largest annual event 
to end homelessness—goes virtual 

PHOTOS AND VIDEO AVAILABLE BY 
REQUEST TO JEN@OCEANMO.COM. 
Images include this years’ participants and 
closing ceremony, plus HomeWalks from 
previous years.  

Los Angeles, CA—For 13 years, the annual 
HomeWalk 5K in Downtown Los Angeles 
has been the nation’s largest annual event to 
end homelessness. For 2020, it went virtual 
and COVID-safe with “HomeWalk at Home,” 
presented by United Way of Greater Los 
Angeles and the Los Angeles Rams. Across the 
region, participants shared their experiences 
on social media using the hashtags 
#HomeWalkatHome and #ItTakesAllofUs.

 More than 2,500 people registered to 
walk, run, ride or hike “alone but together.” 
Many participated as part of teams sponsored 
by organizations and all are connected to the 
countywide movement. Teams such as East 
West Bank had a socially distanced hike at 
Eaton Canyon Park, followed by a virtual 
closing ceremony that brought participants 
together across the region with elected 
leaders, sports figures and an inspiring choral 
performance.   

 “The pandemic has made it harder than 
ever before to live outside, but it’s also rallied 
us to end homelessness as our communities 
need us now more than ever.” said Elise 
Buik, President and CEO of United Way of 
Greater Los Angeles, in her address at the 
virtual closing ceremony. “Just two weeks 
ago, voters supported Measure J to invest in 
care and racial justice instead of trying to 
arrest our way out of this problem. In the 
last six months, we brought more than eight 
thousand people inside to keep them safe 
during this pandemic. Today we are walking, 
running, hiking and riding forward – and 
bringing thousands more people in along the 
way.”

 The closing ceremony included special 
appearances by Los Angeles Mayor Eric 
Garcetti; Peter Laugharn, President and 
CEO of the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation; 
CSH Speak Up advocates La Rae Cantley 
and Marlon Pryor, who told their stories 
about experiencing homelessness; and a 
powerful musical performance by the Urban 
Voices Project. Many members of the Los 
Angeles Rams participated such as Head 
Coach Sean McVay; Chief Operating Officer 
Kevin Demoff; Defensive Lineman Sebastian 
Joseph-Day (#69) and Offensive Tackle 
Andrew Whitworth (#77), four-time Pro-
Bowler and 2019 Walter Payton NFL Man 
of the Year Award nominee; the Los Angeles 
Rams Cheerleaders, and team mascot, 
Rampage. 

 “This year has proved to be challenging on 
so many levels,” said Los Angeles Rams Head 
Coach Sean McVay. “We are proud to team 
up with United Way of Greater Los Angeles 
to make a difference and help our homeless 
neighbors who need our support now more 
than ever. We cannot sit on the sidelines 

while 66,000 Angelenos suffer on our streets. 
It’s going to take a sustained team effort 
to power all of us to help prevent and end 
homelessness. The LA Rams are committed to 
bringing everyone in to provide the safety and 
stability of a home for our neighbors in need.”

 The 13th annual HomeWalk wouldn’t 
be possible without the generous support 
from event sponsors including presenting 
sponsors Los Angeles Rams and Everyone 
In; fundraising match sponsor the Conrad 
N. Hilton Foundation; major sponsors the 
Annenberg Foundation and SoCalGas; and 
event sponsors Bank of Hope, City National 
Bank, Jet Propulsion Laboratory, Oaktree 
Capital, PwC, Valero Wilmington Refinery 
and United Way Partner, East West Bank.

 “From within the shadows, we always 
turn to the greatest sources of light,” said 
Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti. “In this 
moment of crisis, United Way walks with 
the most vulnerable towards a new day—
and HomeWalk reaffirms our commitment 
to the mission of ending homelessness in Los 
Angeles.”

 Over the past twelve years, HomeWalk 
has raised a total of over $9.7 million. This 
year’s virtual HomeWalk has currently raised 
more than $275,000 doubled for a total of 
$550,000 thanks to the Conrad N. Hilton 
Foundation Match Challenge. Donations are 
being accepted and matched until December 
31, 2020. To donate please go to Donate Now 
at HomeWalkLA.org. 

 “It was a pleasure to join all the 
HomeWalkers today who were virtually 
participating at home,” said Rams Chief 
Operating Officer Kevin Demoff. “The Rams 
and United Way of Greater Los Angeles 
understand that the roots of homelessness 
are often a result of racial inequity, housing 
inequity and education inequity. For the 
Rams, ‘It Takes All of Us’ means tackling 
all of those issues to solve homelessness 
and to make sure that all of our neighbors 
and Angelenos can live in a safe home. It’s 
amazing to see the strides we are making 
thanks to those who joined us today and all 
of our partners.”

 Peter Laugharn, President and CEO of the 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation spoke during 
the closing ceremony event. “While this year’s 
event may look a little different, I can still 
feel the energy of our shared passion of 
ending homelessness,” Laugharn said. “The 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation believes that 
housing ends homelessness. We shall succeed 
if housing comes first. The United Way of 
Greater Los Angeles has been an unmissable 
partner in this effort.”

 Throughout the day, approximately 121 
teams comprising 2,608 people participated 
in “HomeWalk at Home”. Once again, the top 
fundraising spot was won by SoCalGas, with 
more than $140,000 in contributions and 
over 900 registered walkers and runners. This 
year’s top individual fundraiser was SoCalGas’ 
Denita Willoughby, who raised over $85,000 
to date. SoCalGas employees have raised 

SEE HOMELESSNESS PAGE 7
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GM flips to California’s 
side in pollution fight 

with Trump
BY TOM KRISHER
 AP Auto Writer

General Motors says it will no longer 
support the Trump administration in legal 
efforts to end California’s right to set its own 
clean-air standards.

CEO Mary Barra said in a letter Monday to 
environmental groups that GM will pull out 
of the lawsuit, and it urges other automakers 
to do so.

She said the company agrees with 
President-elect Joe Biden’s plan to expand 
electric vehicle use. Last week, GM said it is 
testing a new battery chemistry that will bring 
electric-vehicle costs down to those of gas-
powered vehicles within five years.

Barra sent the letter after a Monday 
morning conversation with Mary Nichols, 
head of California’s Air Resources Board, 
the company said. The board is the state’s air 
pollution regulator.

“We believe the ambitious electrification 
goals of the President-elect, California, and 
General Motors are aligned, to address climate 
change by drastically reducing automobile 
emissions,” Barra said in the letter.

Nichols called GM’s announcement good 
news. “I was pleased to be in communication 
with Mary Barra again,” she said. “It’s been a 
while since we had talked.”

Dan Becker of the Center for Biological 
Diversity, one of the environmental groups 
Barra wrote to, said GM was wrong in trying 
to stop California from protecting its people 
from auto pollution.

“Now the other automakers must follow 
GM and withdraw support for (President 
Donald) Trump’s attack on clean cars,” he said 
in an email.

The White House had no immediate 
comment Monday.

Ron Klain, Biden’s incoming chief of 
staff, wrote on Twitter that he is glad to see 
the president-elect’s leadership “is already 
encouraging progress.”

Last year General Motors, Fiat Chrysler, 
Toyota and 10 smaller automakers sided with 
the Trump administration in a lawsuit over 
whether California has the right to set its own 
standards for greenhouse gas emissions and 
fuel economy.

The companies said they would intervene 
in a lawsuit filed by the Environmental Defense 
Fund against the Trump administration, 
which has rolled back national pollution and 
gas mileage standards enacted while Barack 
Obama was president.

The group called itself the “Coalition or 
Sustainable Automotive Regulation” and 
also included Nissan, Hyundai, Kia, Subaru, 
Isuzu, Suzuki, Maserati, McLaren, Aston-
Martin and Ferrari.

“With our industry facing the possibility 

of multiple, overlapping and inconsistent 
standards that drive up costs and penalize 
consumers, we had an obligation to intervene,” 
John Bozzella, CEO of Global Automakers 
and spokesman for the coalition, said at the 
time.

Toyota, one of the big automakers in the 
coalition favoring the Trump standards, said 
Monday it is reconsidering its position.

In a statement, the company said it has 
supported year-over-year increases in fuel 
economy standards, and it joined the coalition 
because most other automakers agreed there 
should be a single U.S. standard.

“Given the changing circumstances, we are 
assessing the situation, but remain committed 
to our goal of a consistent, unitary set of fuel 
economy standards applicable in all 50 states,” 
Toyota said.

The initial move put the coalition 
automakers at odds with five other companies 
— BMW, Ford, Volkswagen, Volvo and Honda 
— that backed California and endorsed 
stricter emissions and fuel economy standards 
than proposed by the Trump administration.

But the coalition’s stance was not so 
straightforward. For instance, although it 
opposed California, it still wanted Trump 
and the state to compromise on one national 
regulation.

In September of 2019, Trump announced 
his administration would seek to revoke 
California’s congressionally granted authority 
to set standards that are stricter than those 
issued by federal regulators.

The move came after Ford, BMW, Honda 
and Volkswagen signed a deal with the 
California Air Resources Board, which had 
been at odds with the Trump administration 
for months.

Many automakers have said in the past that 
they support increasing the standards, but not 
as much as those affirmed in the waning days 
of the Obama administration in 2016.

Under the Obama administration 
requirements, the fleet of new vehicles would 
have to average 30 mpg in real-world driving 
by 2021, rising to 36 mpg in 2025. Those 
increases would be about 5% per year. The 
Trump administration’s plan increased fuel 
economy by 1.5% per year, backing off an 
earlier proposal to freeze the requirements at 
2021 levels.

Automakers say that because buyers are 
switching to larger trucks and SUVs, many 
companies would not be able to meet the 
stricter standards.

Shares of GM rose nearly 5% to $45.11 in 
Monday afternoon trading.

Kathleen Ronayne in Sacramento, California, and 
Aamer Madhani in Washington, D.C., contributed to 
this story.
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1847 14th Street, Santa Monica, CA  90404 ▪ (310) 458-8717 (on-call - 24/7)  
woodlawn.cemetery@smgov.net  ▪  www.woodlawnsm.com 

City of Santa Monica 

WOODLAWN  
Cemetery  

Mausoleum  
Mortuary 

 

FD #2101 

●  Traditional Burial   ●  Green/Natural Burial   ●  Cremation    
●  Funeral Planning & Mortuary Services 

ALL IN ONE LOCATION 

Helping families honor,  
remember, and celebrate life. 

If you don’t like what we 
have to say we will 

give you a copy of your 
x-rays at no charge

YOUR CHOICE

FINDING A NEW
DENTIST IS TOUGH!!!

(BUT WE MAKE IT EASY!!!)

SANTA MONICA FAMILY DENTISTRY
DR. ALAN RUBENSTEIN

1260 15th ST. SUITE #703

(310) 736-2589
WWW.ALANRUBENSTEINDDS.COM

AND OF COURSE WE DO
 • Invisalign    • Periodontist on Staff    • Oral Surgeon on Staff

• Cosmetics and Implants    • Zoom bleaching    • and more

OR

TRY OUR NO OBLIGATION

$99 EXAM
AND CLEANING

For New Patients 
INCLUDES FULL XRAYS

TRY OUR NO OBLIGATION

$20 EXAM
INCLUDES 

FULL XRAYS

ARIZONA AVE.
WILSHIRE BLVD.

14TH
 ST.

15TH
 ST.★

DENTAL CARE 
WITHOUT JUDGEMENT!

WE OFFER UNIQUE SERVICES
*Nitrous Oxide available

*No interest payment plans
*Emergencies can be seen today
*Our dentists and staff members 

are easy to talk to

*Offer to non insured patients

*Offer to non insured patients

Child Abuse Prevention Agency Launches Heroes of Hope 
Fundraising Campaign to Benefit At-Risk Children and Families  

Children’s Bureau, a non-profit leader in child abuse prevention and treatment, launched its 
new Heroes of Hope campaign, which is an eight-week endeavor to raise critical funds for at-risk 
children and families struggling to survive in the ongoing pandemic. 

Every year, there are nearly 30,000 substantiated child abuse claims in Los Angeles and 
Orange Counties and around four times as many child abuse allegations, but these numbers are 
pre-COVID. We know that the impact of the pandemic has put already fragile children at further 
risk. Children’s Bureau works every day to counteract this tragic reality through programs that 
build resilience, stability, and overall family health.

The Heroes of Hope digital campaign features real-life stories from the agency’s heroic staff 
and the children and parents they support.  The agency’s three pillars of programs and services 
will be highlighted, including foster care and adoption, mental health and prevention. 

The first week of episodes align with November’s National Adoption Month. These stories 
showcase how the agency’s hallmark program continues to engage and recruit families to foster 
and/or foster-adopt. One of the heroes featured will be Coco, an adopted child whose experience 
began in the foster program. She will be sharing her passion of raising awareness for adoption.

City National Bank and The Crean Foundation are the presenting sponsors of Heroes of 
Hope. Additional sponsors include former Children’s Bureau President & CEO Alex Morales and 
his wife Martha, the Galashan Family, Carrie and Peter Tilton, Gayle Whittemore and Alexandra 
Glickman, Wells Fargo Capital Finance and Lockton Insurance Brokers. The Morales family will 
be matching the first $100,000 in individual gifts toward the campaign through December 31st.    

“City National Bank has a long history of supporting and standing with our communities, and 
we are here for them before, during and after the pandemic,” said Peyman Salehi, Children’s 
Bureau trustee and senior vice president and Private Banking region manager at City National. 
“The pandemic has exposed the most vulnerable parts of our system and families are struggling 
now more than ever. That’s why we are so proud to support the Children’s Bureau’s important 
and invaluable work.”

Children’s Bureau aims to raise $500,000 and is seeking support through sponsorships, 
direct donations, a silent auction and peer-to-peer fundraising to continue providing families 
with the tools and resources they need to thrive.  For more information or to donate, visit: chil-
drensbureauheroes.org.

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

After nine years of service, Boris, a 10-year-old Belgian 
Malinois, is being retired from the Santa Monica Police 
Department. City Council recently approved the sale of Boris to 
his handler for the nominal sum of one dollar.

During the past nine years, police service dog Boris has been 
involved in numerous felony arrests and apprehensions, and 
has received commendations for his capabilities. Boris is also 
a cross trained narcotics detection canine who has assisted in 
many searches that resulted in significant seizures in the City 
of Santa Monica along with several other regional cities. Boris 
can no longer be expected to work with the needed energy and 
drive levels for patrol functions. 

It has been Department practice, since the inception of the 
Canine Program, to transfer ownership of canines who have 
reached the end of their active service lives to their handlers 
for a nominal sum. This allows the handler, their family, and 
the police dog who has become a member of their family, to 
continue their journey together. Other law enforcement agen-
cies that use canines have the same practice. This practice is 
in the best interests of the animal and removes the possibility 
of any potential liability to the City. Council has approved such 
transfers in the past when service dogs have reached an age 
or developed medical conditions which prevent their continued 
service.
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Top 1% of real estate professionals nationally

SIMON BEARDMORE

SIMON BEARDMORE | Luxury Estates Director |

Committed to personalized service, confidentiality
and attention to detail.

13600 Marina Pointe Drive, Unit 1007
2BR | 2.5 BA | 1,728 sq. ft. | $1,200,000

Impeccably maintained 2 BR, 2.5 BA with
stunning city/mountain views in Marina del Rey.
An abundance of natural light, floor to ceiling
windows with direct access to sprawling terrace
from every room. Luxurious building amenities:
24 hr valet/front desk/security, pool w/cabanas &
fire pits, spa, gym & screening/recreation rooms!

BBoouurrggeett  BBrrooss..  BBuuiillddiinngg  MMaatteerriiaallss  
1636 - 11th Street 

Santa Monica, CA  90404     

bourgetbros.com  ●   (310) 450-6556 

Bourget Bros. offers expert repair 
on all of your tools: 

Rotary Hammers 

Strip Nailers 

Power Grinders 

Cordless Drills 

Orbital Jig Saws 

Pneumatic Scalers 

Demolition Hammers 

All repair work meets factory             
regulations and comes with a 90-day 
warranty.  Stop in or call us to schedule 
service. 

Tool Repair & Servicing 
California sent jobless aid 
to Scott Peterson, other 

killers
BY ADAM BEAM 
Associated Press

California’s system for paying 
unemployment benefits is so dysfunctional 
that the state approved more than $140 million 
for at least 35,000 prisoners, prosecutors said 
Tuesday, detailing a scheme that resulted 
in payouts in the names of well-known 
convicted murderers like Scott Peterson and 
Cary Stayner.

From March to August, California has put 
$140 million on debit cards and mailed them 
to addresses associated with the inmates, 
according to Sacramento County District 
Attorney Anne Marie Schubert. At least 158 
claims were approved for 133 death-row 
inmates, resulting in more than $420,000 in 
benefits.

The list includes Peterson, who was 
sentenced to death after being convicted of 
killing his pregnant wife following a trial 
that riveted the nation. Others are Stayner, 
convicted of killing four people in Yosemite 
National Park in 1999; Susan Eubanks, a San 
Diego woman convicted of shooting her four 
sons to death in 1997; Isauro Aguirre, who 
was sentenced to death for the 2013 murder of 
8-year-old Gabriel Fernandez in Los Angeles; 
and Wesley Shermantine, part of the duo 
dubbed the “Speed Freak Killers” for their 
meth-induced killing rampage in the 1980s 
and ’90s.

Prosecutors said they learned of the 
scheme from listening in on recorded prison 
phone calls, where inmates would talk about 
how easy it was for everyone to get paid. They 
said the scheme always involved someone on 
the outside to facilitate the applications. In 
Kern County, home to five state prisons, one 
address was used to receive benefits for 16 
inmates.

“In my nearly four decades as a prosecutor 
in this state, I have never seen fraud of this 
magnitude,” Kern County District Attorney 
Cynthia Zimmer said.

In some cases, inmates used their real 

names. In others, they used fake names and 
even fake Social Security numbers. In one 
instance, an inmate used the name: “poopy 
britches,” Schubert said.

“Quite frankly, the inmates are mocking 
us,” Schubert said.

Prosecutors declined to give more details 
about the claim associated with Peterson, 
citing an ongoing investigation. His attorney, 
Pat Harris, did not return an email or phone 
message from The Associated Press seeking 
comment. The California Supreme Court 
recently overturned Peterson’s death sentence 
and has ordered a lower court to review his 
murder conviction.

Prosecutors blamed the Employment 
Development Department, which has been 
overwhelmed by more than 16.4 million 
benefit claims since the pandemic began in 
March, resulting in a backlog that at one time 
totaled more than 1.6 million people.

But prosecutors said in its haste to 
approve benefits, the department did not 
check unemployment claims against a list of 
prisoners, as many other states do. San Mateo 
District Attorney Stephen Wagstaffe said that 
when he notified the department about 22 
inmates fraudulently receiving benefits, they 
told him they could not cut off the payments 
until they were formally charged with a crime.

The problem was so bad that on Monday, 
nine county district attorneys sent a letter 
to Gov. Gavin Newsom asking for him to 
intervene.

In an email to the AP, Newsom called the 
fraud “absolutely unacceptable.” He said he 
first learned of the fraud earlier this year, 
which prompted him to order the department 
to “review its practices and take immediate 
actions to prevent fraud and to hold people 
accountable.”

Newsom said he has ordered the Office 
of Emergency Services to set up a task force 
to assist prosecutors with their investigation.

“While we have made improvements, we 
need to do more,” Newsom said.
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Golda Savage
310-770-4490
CalBRE # 01308198

114Wavecrest Ave, Venice

Rare 1912 Venice Airplane Craftsman Bungalow
only 1.25 BLKs from Beach.

Vintage Charm with modern amenities. Lush garden,
waterfall koi-fish pond and historic walk-street.

3BR | 2.5BA | 3 Car Pkg

RED
UCE

D by
$20

1,0
00!

$2,249,000

Amazing Opportunity $201,000 price reduction
from original list price of $2,450,000

SCHEDULE YOUR FREE IN-HOME 
ASSESSMENT TODAY!

424-416-7340 

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

O� er valid August 24, 2020 - December 31, 2020

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*Terms & Conditions Apply  

the Weimar Republic*, challenged the belief 
that the Weimer era was marked only by 
the withering away of the German Jewish 
community, by showing how many Jewish 
actors worked to strengthen community 
bonds during this time. 

Sharon is survived by her husband, Mark 
Quigley, associate professor of English at the 
University of Oregon, her daughter Maya 
Gillerman, her mother Roberta Gillerman, 
her brother David Gillerman and her nieces, 
Shayna, Alyssa, and Ana. 

“Sharon brought forth a deep and genuine 
and generous presence to all those she 
encountered. She listened, she didn’t rush 
or prejudge. She took people as they are 
and shared her own presence which was 
at once gentle and forceful and one which 

left an enduring impression,” said husband 
Mark Quigley. “She was a rich and thoughtful 
presence as a teacher, a writer, a friend, a 
daughter, a sister, a wife, and most of all as a 
mother.”

A funeral was held at Mount Sinai Simi 
Valley on Tuesday, Nov. 24. Shiva gatherings, 
a Jewish tradition where people share 
memories and prayers for a loved one, will 
continue throughout the week.

Those who wish to make a donation in 
Gillerman’s memory are encouraged to give 
to the Heal the Bay Foundation, Natural 
Resources Defense Council, and Los Angeles 
Family Council.

The Hebrew Union College has created 
a page for people to share memories of 
Gillerman at http://huc.edu/campus-life/los-
angeles/remembering-sharon-gillerman-zl.

Clara@smdp.com

SHARON GILLERMAN
FROM PAGE 1

Courtesy Photo
REMEMBRANCE: Sharon Gillerman, a professor of Jewish History who taught at the Hebrew 
Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion and USC, died on Nov. 20 after battling an illness.

more than $2 million for HomeWalk since 
2007.

 “The pandemic has magnified inequities 
in our communities, and it is crucial that 
we support those who are struggling—even 
though this year we are not able to walk 
physically side by side,” said Sandra Hrna, 
vice president of human resources & diversity 
and inclusion at SoCalGas and board member 
at United Way of Greater LA. “If you’re able, 
please support the effort to end homelessness 
via HomeWalk. Those struggling against 
homelessness need you now more than ever.”

 Other top fundraising teams include: 
East West Bank, MWest Polaris, Home For 

Good, Warner Music Group, Korn Ferry LA 
and City National Bank; and the following 
top teams had a combined total of over 
1400 participants- SoCalGas, East West Bank, 
AADAP, After School All-Stars and SBCC. 

 “I am in awe of the excitement generated 
by this year’s virtual event. The CSH Speak 
Up! Advocates are busy sharing videos of 
their walks around the county and posting 
their stories on social media about what 
Homewalk means to them,” said Ann English, 
Senior Program Manager, Corporation 
for Supportive Housing, Speak Up! LA. 
“I am always inspired and grateful for the 
partnership of United Way to fully support 
the participation of individuals who are 
impacted by the work we all do.”

HOMELESSNESS
FROM PAGE 3
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Zack Hill By JOHN DEERING & JOHN NEWCOMBE

Agnes By TONY COCHRAN

Strange Brew By JOHN DEERINGHeathcliff By PETER GALLAGHER

Dogs of C-Kennel By MICK & MASON MASTROIANNI & JOHNNY HART

office (310) 458-7737

DO YOU HAVE COMMUNITY NEWS?
office (310) 458-7737

RUN YOUR DBAs IN THE DAILY PRESS FOR ONLY $80
INCLUDES RECEIPT AND PROOF OF PUBLICATION. Call us today!

 DAILY LOTTERY

WEATHER

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the winning number information, mistakes can occur. In the event of any discrepancies, California State 
laws and California Lottery regulations will prevail. Complete game information and prize claiming instructions are available at California Lottery retailers. Visit the 
California State Lottery web site at http://www.calottery.com

SURF FORECASTS	 WATER TEMP: 63.1°

SATURDAY – FAIR – SURF: 1-2ft Knee to thigh high occ. 3 ft
Steep NW swell continues dropping. Offshore AM winds due but early AM high tide an issue with small surf.

SUNDAY – FAIR – SURF: 0.5-1ft Shin to knee high occ. 2 ft
Small NW swell. Offshore AM winds due but early AM high tide an issue with minimal surf. New, steep SSE swell 
begins to move in, passing by most spots.

SURF REPORT

Draw Date:11/21
51  54  57  60  69           
Power#: 11
Jackpot:202 M 

Draw Date: 11/20
26  33  45  61  68              
Mega#: 17
Jackpot: 200 M

Draw Date: 11/21 
8  12  16  21  41                         
Mega#: 20
Jackpot:9 M

Draw Date: 11/23 
5  6  8  10  19 

Draw Date: 11/24
Midday: 9  5  4 

Draw Date: 11/23
Evening: 7  9  2

Draw Date: 11/23
1st: 5-CALIFORNIA CLASSIC
2nd: 7-EUREKA
3rd: 4-BIG BEN
RACE TIME: 1:41.84

Saturday: Sunny, with a high near 70.
Saturday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 49.
Sunday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 71.
Sunday Night: Partly cloudy, with a low around 52.
Monday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 72.

2020/11/28	 Sat		  01:12 AM		  1.68		  L
2020/11/28	 Sat		  07:31 AM		  5.78		  H
2020/11/28	 Sat		  2:28 PM			  -0.04		  L
2020/11/28	 Sat		  8:42 PM			   3.82		  H
2020/11/29	 Sun		  01:37 AM		  1.89		  L
2020/11/29	 Sun		  07:54 AM		  5.92		  H
2020/11/29	 Sun		  3:00 PM			  -0.27		  L
2020/11/29	 Sun		  9:19 PM			   3.73		  H
2020/11/30	 Mon		  02:02 AM		  2.08		  L
2020/11/30	 Mon		  08:20 AM		  5.99		  H
2020/11/30	 Mon		  3:33 PM			  -0.40		  L
2020/11/30	 Mon		  9:59 PM			   3.63		  H
2020/12/01	 Tue		  02:29 AM		  2.27		  L
2020/12/01	 Tue		  08:47 AM		  5.98		  H
2020/12/01	 Tue		  4:10 PM			   -0.44		  L
2020/12/01	 Tue		  10:44 PM		  3.51		  H
2020/12/02	 Wed		  02:58 AM		  2.46		  L
2020/12/02	 Wed		  09:18 AM		  5.89		  H
2020/12/02	 Wed		  4:49 PM			   -0.40		  L

Date		  Day		  Time (LST/LDT)		  Predicted (ft)	 High/Low
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SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S SUDOKU

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S CROSSWORD

Sudoku
Fill in the blank  
cells using numbers  
1 to 9. Each num-
ber can appear only 
once in each row, col-
umn, and 3x3 block.  
Use logic and pro-
cess of elimination to  
solve the puzzle.

ARIES (March 21-April 19). Notice who you are 
with different people. Surrounding yourself with those 
who tend to bring out the best side of you is easier than 
using up your willpower on striving.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). Some people are 
predisposed to have an opinion, even on matters that 
have nothing to do with them. Keeping your business on 
a need-to-know basis is best for everyone.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). You’ll be learning new 
material. It is natural for the mind to find shortcuts 
in the form of assumptions. Though, in the end, this 
will only limit your understanding. Go slow. Ask many 
questions.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). Relationship tension is 
easily remedied. Instead of struggling, give in. Instead 
of determining who is right, agree to be the one who is 
wrong. Fallible people win today.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You are like an amplifier 
today because everything you touch becomes more than 
it was -- or at least louder. Most appreciate how you 
enliven the environment and even the ones who don’t 
secretly do. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Put your doubts aside and 
join up with others. A well-matched collaboration will 
yield solid results. A not-so-well matched collaboration 
will still be better than doing it yourself.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). You may not understand 
what another person hopes to gain from a situation, but 
you can assume the best of intentions are at play. Also, 
give yourself a pat on the back for caring this much.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Coincidence indicates 
that a grand plan is coming together. Log in your 
requests now. If you don’t know where to send them, 
address them to the universe and send them on the wind.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). There are those 
who will attribute qualities to you that you may not 
possess. Gently educate the misguided by being who you 
are, only a little louder than you normally would have to.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). You’ve been known 

to give tenderness, hugs and a sympathetic ear when 
that’s what’s called for. You’ve also been known to 
communicate assertively and directly, which is what 
you’ll need to do today.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). If you feel like you 
have to explain and give supporting evidence to what 
you’re saying, then you might be talking to the wrong 
person. Evaluate the situation from further back. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). You’re a complex being, 
receptive to all kinds of signals coming from a wide 
range of places. From time to time, processing it all 
makes you moody. Some of the moods you don’t have to 
name. Just let them pass.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY (NOVEMBER 28)

What’s coming up is completely new though easily overlooked if you think you’ve “been there done that.” Challenge your assumptions. More options become available to you once you start to recognize the specialness 
of fresh opportunities. A string of successes kicks off in March. Reinvest in wins; fortunes grow. Libra and Pisces adore you. Your lucky numbers are: 5, 33, 12, 1 and 18. 
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Binary Puzzle
Each cell should contain a zero or 
a one. No more than two similar 
numbers below or next to each 
other are allowed. Each row and 
each column is unique and con-
tains as many zeros as ones.

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S PUZZLE

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S WORDS PUZZLE.
Leafy greens are great

office (310) 458-7737

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR NEWSLETTER
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that really breaks my heart,” said Zenelaj. “No 
wonder my friend who has an avocado tree 
never gets an avocado—because you are killing 
the bees. No wonder my lemon tree is hardly 
producing lemons!”

Although many people are still afraid of 
bees, the attitude towards urban beekeeping has 
shifted a lot in recent years. In Jan. 2011, City 
Council voted to legalize backyard beekeeping 
in Santa Monica and in Oct. 2015 Los Angeles 
lawmakers voted to do the same. 

Local honey has several medicinal purposes 
and contains many benefits that cannot be 
found in processed store bought honey. It is 
a natural antiseptic and can help kill bacteria 
in the throat and in wounds. It can also help 
with seasonal allergies because it contains local 
pollen, which helps the body develop immunity 
to local allergens. 

“I had someone contact me for my local 
honey as her daughter had a really bad case of 
allergies,” said Zenelaj. “She contacted me a few 
weeks later and said ‘oh wow, my daughter’s 
allergies are 50 to 60 percent better’.” 

Zenelaj’s great grandmother started 
harvesting wild hives in Albania in the early 
1900s and the family’s love for bees has been 
passed down through generations. Zenelaj 
came to America to attend school in Michigan 
and then relocated to Santa Monica in 2003 
where she began beekeeping herself. 

“The reason why I started beekeeping is 
because my father had bees back home and 
he would go every year or two for the bees, 
because he just loves it,” said Zenelaj. “I told my 
dad listen if you got a beehive would your trips 
be less? Because my dad is in his 80s it’s hard to 
go back and forth so often.”

Her father agreed to the deal, so she set up a 
backyard hive and they have been beekeeping 
together ever since. 

Residents in Santa Monica are allowed to 
have two hives on a single family residential 
property as long as they are well managed 
and kept at least five feet away from property 
lines. Anyone interested in learning more about 
backyard beekeeping can contact Zenelaj at 
vilmazenelaj@yahoo.com

Clara@smdp.com

in staycationers and drive market visitors. 
Even with this uptick, year-end occupancy is 
expected to be down by 48 percent compared 
to 2019.

The effects on Santa Monica’s economy are 
severe. In 2019, tourists spent $1.89 billion, 
and supported 12,010 jobs. This year, Santa 
Monica Travel and Tourism estimates that 
around 50 percent of local hospitality workers 
have lost their jobs due to Covid-19.

“According to a forecast of Santa Monica 
hotel performance compiled by Lauren Schlau 
Consulting, we expect 2020 to end with $149 
million of total room revenue, off by $244 
million or 62% below 2019 performance,” said 
SMTT President, Misti Kern.

SMTT, the non-profit agency promoting 
local tourism, has not been spared in this 
economic fallout. 

“We have had budgets reduced, no access 
to PPP loans and have been forced to lay-off 
over 60% of our team members,” said Kern. 
“However, our role at SMTT is more important 
now than ever as we collectively work with 
the City Santa Monica’s Economic Recovery 
Task Force, citywide partners and business 
leadership in Santa Monica to strengthen our 
local economy and employment.”

This summer SMTT launched a robust 
marketing and social media push  to attract 
domestic and local visitors. International 
tourism, which formerly comprised 50 percent 
of visitors and 60 percent of visitor spending, 
is almost entirely absent.

In Aug. and Oct. alone, online users 

exposed to SMTT campaigns booked 6,200 
nights of local hotel rooms on Expedia. These 
efforts will continue in 2021, when tourism is 
predicted to continue growing modestly in the 
first half of the year with the most significant 
growth forecasted for Q4. 

Visitor numbers in LA fell from 50.7 
million in 2019 to 28.3 million in 2020, and 
are expected to rebound to 39.3 in 2021, 
according to the LA Tourism and Convention 
Board. Full recovery to pre-pandemic visitor 
levels is not predicted until 2024. 

“As a slow recovery begins to build back 
and momentum towards worldwide tourism 
rebounds, we are diligent in our efforts to 
sustain destination marketing along with a 
heavy emphasis on safety and cleanliness to 
protect the quality of life for residents and the 
quality of experiences for visitors,” said Kerns. 

SMTT currently highlights the health 
and safety measures local businesses are 
taking through its Santa Monica Shines 
Assurance Program. Additionally, SMTT’s 
Extra Bedroom Program offers Santa Monica 
residents discounted rates at 26 local hotels 
through Feb. 15, 2021.

“We must all work together to prioritize 
making Santa Monica a clean, safe and 
economically sound community once again,” 
said Kerns. “By staying local and supporting 
our restaurants and retail experiences, 
residents can enjoy a change of scenery with 
a staycation close to home. Residents can also 
support their favorite neighborhood business 
by purchasing holiday gift cards for loved ones 
to travel at a later date.”

Clara@smdp.com
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Discount applied at time of purchase. Terms and Conditions Apply. * Subject to 3rd party credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required.  Receive a free American 
Standard Cadet Toilet with full installation of a Liberation Walk-In Bath, Liberation Shower, or Deluxe Shower. Offer valid only while supplies last. Limit one per household. 
Must be first time  purchaser. All offers subject to change prior to purchase. See www.AmericanStandardBathtubs.com for other restrictions and for licensing, warranty, 
and company information. * CSLB B982796; Suffolk NY:5543IH; NYC:HIC#2022748-DCA. Safety Tubs Co. LLC does not sell in Nassau NY,  Westchester NY, Putnam 
NY, Rockland NY.

 ✓EXPERIENCE YOU CAN TRUST! 
Only American Standard has OVER 
140 years of experience and offers  
the Liberation Walk-In Bathtub.

 ✓SUPERIOR DESIGN! 
Ultra low easy entry and exit design, 
wide door, built-in safety bar and 
textured floor provides a safer bathing 
experience.

 ✓PATENTED QUICK-DRAIN® 
TECHNOLOGY
 ✓LIFETIME WARRANTY! 
The ONLY Lifetime Warranty on the 
bath AND installation, INCLUDING 
labor backed by American Standard.

 ✓44 HYDROTHERAPY JETS! 
More than any other tub we’ve seen.

WALK-IN BATHTUB SALE! SAVE $1,500

Lifetime Warranty! 
Finance Options Available*

FREE!
An In-Home  

Evaluation Will  
Be Scheduled 
At Your Earliest  
Convenience

FREE!
Savings Include an 
American Standard 
Right Height Toilet 

FREE! ($500 Value)

1-888-970-2589
Or visit: www.walkintubinfo.com/smdp

Limited Time Offer! Call Today!

Walk-In Tubs

             The FDA Registered, 100% Digital
             EG-6200 hearing aid delivers it all...

, 100% Digital
             EG-6200 hearing aid delivers it all...

45-DAY
RISK-FREE

TRIAL

For Less Than $200!
3 listening settings for 
improved hearing

10 volume levels give you 
precise amplifi cation

750,000 CUSTOMERS CAN’T BE WRONG!

Try the EG-6200 hearing aid
 Risk-FREE!

1-866-927-8961Order easily by phone 
(M-F • 8am - 5pm CST)

Try the EG-6200 hearing 
aid Risk-FREE for 45 days with 
only $20 down each. If you’re 
not completely satis� ed simply 
return it within 45 days for a 
FULL REFUND.

PROMO CODE

88-318

A+

an IntriCon company

   Advanced American Made
DIGITAL HEARING AID technology

DISCREET FIT!DISCREET FIT!

REG
ISTERED

PAYMENT PLANS 
UP TO 12 MONTHS!

FREE SHIPPING!

HEARING HELP

             The 
             EG-6200 hearing aid delivers it all...

For Less Than $200!For Less Than $200!

   
DIGITAL HEARING AID 

Conversations remain clear
even in noisy environments

Helps you focus on the 
sounds you want to hear

Crisp, clear sound

100% MONEY-BACK
GUARANTEE!

   ONLY

$20    DOWN

Improving hearing since 1979
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Pro SUP Shop is located at the Southwest end of the Jamaica Bay Inn parking lot
4175 Admiralty Wy. Marina del Rey, CA | prosupshop.com | 310.989.4350 | info@prosupshop.com

Stand Up Paddleboard & Kayak Lessons & Rentals
Team Building Events | Excursions | Paddle Cruises | Board Sales

Discover the beauty of Marina del Rey from the water
Our calm, flat waters are the best place in Los Angeles to go for a paddle, 
whether you’re trying your hand at Stand Up Paddleboarding for the first time
or looking to have a leisurely kayak cruise, Pro SUP Shop has you covered

prosupshop  |         prosupshop |         prosups


