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NOT CLEARED FOR LANDING: Some residents of Santa Monica and West L.A. are not pleased with City Hall’s visioning process for the
future of the Santa Monica Airport, saying that city officials are not looking at all the options, including complete closure of SMO after 2015.  

BY ASHLEY ARCHIBALD
Daily Press Staff Writer

DOWNTOWN Education proponents cheered
last week when Santa Monica College offi-
cials made the sudden decision to ride the
optimistic wave created by the passage of a
statewide school funding measure and bring
back much-needed winter classes.

That cry took on a sour note when the
winter schedule, which was released Tuesday,
showed that the restoration did not include
classes at SMC’s Emeritus College, a pro-
gram that offers non-credit courses to the
community’s elderly.

The regular winter session and that of the
Emeritus College are not funded separately,
said Randal Lawson, executive vice president
with SMC, and when the decision was made
to offer a limited winter — only 250 classes
compared to 400 offered last year — non-
credit courses did not make the cut.

“This is really a very small session, which
is basically focused on the priority areas of
credit students who need to complete their
goals,” Lawson said.

That killed the roughly 20 courses offered
at Emeritus College last year.

Physical education classes, citizenship
courses for those looking to naturalize, per-
forming arts classes and associated produc-
tions will also go to make room for bread-
and-butter academic fare, like biological sci-
ences, English and math.

“Basically, we’re offering nothing in the
non-credit area,” Lawson said.

That’s critical to funding because SMC
has exceeded the number of non-credit
courses it gets paid to run by the state, mean-
ing it’s already offering too much by some
standards, Lawson said.

The dead winter period will preserve
funding for a normally-sized spring semes-
ter of roughly 150 classes at Emeritus
College, he said.

It’s still bad news for Brenda Koplin, who
has been taking creative writing, theater and
current events classes at the college since
2004.

BY ASHLEY ARCHIBALD
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITY HALL Residents attacked city officials
at the Airport Commission meeting
Monday night for being tone deaf to com-
munity desires in their examination of the
future of Santa Monica Airport, calling for
a closer look at closure and additional pub-
lic input.

The panned presentation made by sen-
ior Public Works staff and a land-use con-
sultant focused on changes at the airport to
improve circulation and traffic woes, make
the airport business-friendly and cut down
on pollution and noise that plague the sur-
rounding community.

What it did not do was focus on the

audience’s preferred topics: Aggressive cur-
tailment of flight schools and other opera-
tions at the airport or outright closure.

That was a problem for residents of West
Los Angeles, Mar Vista and Santa Monica
who came out Monday night, as well as the
commissioners themselves.

The proposal, which mainly tackled
non-aviation land issues and some avia-
tion-related mitigation efforts, seemed to
preserve the status quo rather than push to
reduce operations, said Vice Chair Peter
Donald.

“This sets us up for accommodating the
airport in the long run,” Donald said. “It
seems like we’re making a decision on how
to get along with this airport through hell
and high water.”

The sentiment was broadly shared by
speakers, who demanded that staff look
into nuclear options, like shortening the
runway so that large planes would not be
able to take off or land, kicking out flight
schools that constitute a large percentage of
the flights from the airport or capping
emissions at the airport to protect residents
who live immediately adjacent to SMO.

“Public health! Public health! Public
health!” trumpeted Martin Rubin, a West
L.A. anti-airport activist.

Those more aggressive plans were com-
pletely absent from staff ’s scope of work,
and could even attract unwanted legal
attention from pro-aviation forces like the

SEE SMO PAGE 9 SEE CLASSES PAGE 8

Emeritus loses
winter classes
Elderly will have other
options, SMC officials say

First look at airport study falls flat
Residents find fault with ‘vision,’ demand reduction in flights
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Wednesday, Nov. 28,
2012

Can you afford it? 
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church

1343 Ocean Park Blvd., 
Noon — 2 p.m. 

Westside Family Health Center
(WFHC) will host a Lunch &

Learn on the Affordable Care
Act featuring guest speaker Dr.
Paul Y. Song. The seminar will

present the latest information on
healthcare reform and its effects

on families, businesses and 
community health centers. 
For more information call 
(310) 450-4773, ext. 253. 

Whiskey and leftovers
Upper West

3321 Pico Blvd., 7 p.m.
Come out for a night of Irish

whiskey and Thanksgiving left-
overs. A five-course tasting din-
ner awaits. Cost: $60. For more
information, call (310) 586-1111.

Within these pages
Montana Library

1704 Montana Ave., 7 p.m.
Harrowing yet compulsively read-

able, David Von Drehle's
“Triangle” is both a chronicle of
a 1911 fire at an NYC garment
factory and a vibrant portrait of
an entire age. Discuss the book

and the events it covers. For
more information, visit smpl.org.

Activist Support Circle 
Friends Meeting Hall 

1440 Harvard St., 6:30 p.m. 
Mike Bonin will be the featured

guest speaker. He is a communi-
ty leader and grassroots activist
with a track record of fighting for

Westside neighborhoods for
nearly two decades. As chief

deputy to L.A. City Councilman
Bill Rosendahl, Mike has worked

since 2005 to promote public
safety, relieve traffic congestion,

protect the environment, and
make government more efficient

and accountable to local resi-
dents. For more information, call

(310) 399-1000.

Thursday, Nov. 29, 2012

Sounds of the season 
Main Library 

601 Santa Monica Blvd., 
11 a.m. — 12:15 p.m. 

It’s the return of the Lyric
Chorus of SMC’s Emeritus

College. The 20-plus member
chorus will put you in a winter

mood with their performance of
songs of the season and

Broadway tunes. This program is
free and open to the public.

Seating is limited and on a first
arrival basis. This is an event of

The Living Room, a place for
adults program series. For more
information, call (310) 458-8600

or visit smpl.org.

Don’t be a prude 
Main Library 

601 Santa Monica Blvd., 
7 p.m. — 8:45 p.m. 

Hugh Dancy and Maggie
Gyllenhaal star in this romantic

comedy wrapped around the sur-
prising story of the first electro-

mechanical vibrator, invented
when the very peak of Victorian
prudishness coincided with the
dawn of the electrical age. This
program is free and open to the
public. Seating is limited and on

a first arrival basis. For more
information, call (310) 458-8600

or visit smpl.org.

Experienced Cosmetic
Dentistry
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Ali Mogharei DDS
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Basic Cleaning, Exam
and full Mouth Xrays 

$65.00
– Modern facilities, gentle dentistry, sedation
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BY DAVID GERMAIN
AP Movie Writer

SM BEACH The oddball romances “Moonrise Kingdom” and
“Silver Linings Playbook” picked up five nominations each
Tuesday to lead the Spirit Awards honoring independent
film.

Both films are competing for the best-picture prize at the
Spirit Awards, one of Hollywood’s first big announcements
on the long road to the Oscars.

Also competing for best picture are the father-daughter
tale “Beasts of the Southern Wild"; the black comedy
“Bernie"; and the gay drama “Keep the Lights On.”

Presented by the cinema group Film Independent, the
Spirit Awards will be handed out at an afternoon ceremony
along the beach in Santa Monica on Feb. 23, the day before
the Oscars. The Spirit Awards show will air that night on
IFC.

“Silver Linings Playbook,” a comic drama centered on a
man just released from a mental hospital and a troubled
young widow, earned lead-acting nominations for Bradley
Cooper and Jennifer Lawrence. “Moonrise Kingdom,” a first-

love story between a precocious boy and girl who run away
together, received a supporting-actor nomination for Bruce
Willis.

The films each have directing and screenplay slots for
“Moonrise Kingdom” filmmaker Wes Anderson, who co-
wrote the script with Roman Coppola, and “Silver Linings
Playbook” filmmaker David O. Russell. “Moonrise
Kingdom” also was nominated for cinematography.

Matthew McConaughey received two nominations, for
best actor in “Killer Joe” and supporting actor in “Magic
Mike.” Past Academy Award winner Helen Hunt has a sup-
porting-actress nomination for “The Sessions.” Child star
Quvenzhane Wallis, who had never acted before, has a best-
actress nomination for “Beasts of the Southern Wild.”

Among other acting nominees are Jack Black (best actor
for “Bernie”); John Hawkes (best actor for “The Sessions”);
Rosemarie DeWitt (supporting actress for “Your Sister’s
Sister”); Michael Pena (supporting actor for “End of
Watch”); Sam Rockwell (supporting actor for “Seven
Psychopaths”); and Mary Elizabeth Winstead (best actress

SEE AWARDS PAGE 9

PUBLIC SAFETY FACILITY 
Don’t be a victim of burglary 

With residential burglaries on the rise, police want to
remind people to be on the lookout for anything suspi-
cious, especially strangers randomly knocking on doors. 

The Santa Monica Police Department circulated an e-
mail Tuesday warning people about the rise in “door-
knock” or “solicitor” burglary, which is occurring in many
neighborhoods. In these crimes, the burglars are posing as
service people or salespeople. They are canvassing an
area by knocking on doors, looking for unoccupied homes. 

When there is no reply to their knock, they check the
perimeter of the home or apartment for unsecured doors
or windows which are out of sight from the street. They
are entering through unlocked doors and windows, and are
also forcing their way in. 

Prevent becoming a victim by following these tips pro-
vided by the SMPD: 

• Let people think you are home by leaving lights on. 
• Lock all your doors and windows when you leave (even

if for only a few minutes). 
• Every layer of security helps; deterrents like dogs,

alarms and neighborhood watch signs are recommended. 
• Be aware; alert neighbors are responsible for the

majority of arrests made in residential burglaries. 
• If you see a crime in progress, or anything that

appears to be suspicious in your neighborhood, call the
SMPD immediately using 911 for emergencies and crimes
in progress, and (310) 458-8491 for non-emergencies. 

—  DAILY PRESS  
ANNENBERG BEACH HOUSE 
New writer in the house 

Author Charles Hood has been selected as the fourth
writer-in-residence at the Annenberg Community Beach
House, city officials said last week. 

Hood will work through
February on a series of fictional
biographies, currently titled “Back
Stories,” based around the
“orphaned portraits” of painter
Don Bachardy, a longtime Santa
Monica resident who was the life
partner of author Christopher
Isherwood. 

Among the portraits Bachardy
made of the known and beautiful,
including Tom Ford, Ginger Rogers
and Henry Fonda, he also painted sitters whose identities
are now lost. 

Hood’s goal is to weave a fictional history for these
faces, welcoming them back to the common narrative, city
officials said. 

An L.A. native, Hood has been a dishwasher, a factory
worker, a ski instructor and a nature guide in Africa. He
attended Glendale College, Cal State Northridge, U.C.
Irvine and the University of Utah. He also did Fulbright
work in New Guinea, translating tribal poetry. 

Hood’s tenure began Monday. 
All are welcome to drop in and say hello. His office

hours are from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. on most Saturdays begin-
ning Dec. 1. Check out his blog for updates: beachhouse-
air.blogspot.com. 

— DP  

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Photo by Jojo Whilden 
RECOGNIZED: (L-R) Jennifer Lawrence and Bradley Cooper star in ‘Silver Linings Playbook,’ which is nominated for 5 Spirit Awards.

‘Moonrise,’ ‘Silver Linings’
lead Spirit Awards noms

HOOD
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Be thankful 
Editor:

Will the Christians never stop whining about the loss
of their illegal nativity displays? They operated them
for 57 years on public property, which was and is a vio-
lation of our constitutional separation of church and
state. But do they express gratitude to the city of Santa
Monica and their residents for allowing these prosely-
tizing Christian displays? Oh no, not at all. They whine
and wail at the City Council, accusing them of being
“wimps,” “anti-Christian,” “scrooges” and more.

Never once have I read a letter of gratitude. Instead
they sue Santa Monica, and we the taxpayers have to
pay for the City Council’s legal fees to defend against
this lawsuit. Their lawyer is working pro bono, and all
the churches suing the city pay no taxes.

They have beautiful lawns to display their myths, yet
they rant and rail because finally their religious prose-
lytizing will no longer be allowed on public property.

I am waiting for them to express true Christianity,
like turning the other cheek, professing love and sup-
port and equality for all. It appears they cannot. They
just rant and rail and whine and demand the right to
spread their religious beliefs everywhere, and slam
everyone, especially atheists, that do not agree with
them.

I am heartily glad they will not be allowed to display
their crusading religion on public property. I just wish
they would stop crusading. Stop the lawsuit. Thank the
city, and spread love.

I’m sick of hypocritical, crusading and proselytizing
Christians

Kathryn Kosmeya-Dodge
Santa Monica

Just say no  
Editor:

Dear City Council,
All the development in the last couple of years in

Santa Monica is killing us in Sunset Park. In the after-
noon our streets are literally paralyzed with traffic.

I strongly oppose the development agreement for
3402 Pico Blvd. The traffic on Pico is choked in the
afternoon. This property is one block from Trader Joe’s,
which already generates a huge amount of traffic at an
intersection which is poorly designed to accommodate
the current amount of traffic. Adding this oversized
development will only make a bad situation worse. The
consequence is drivers seek out other routes to get
around the gridlock and that means coming through
our neighborhood streets.

Please do not approve this project.
Cathy Larson

Santa Monica

Master builder blues 
Editor:

Dear City Council,
To think that you could approve the behemoth East

Village Project as currently proposed is heartbreaking
to me. I beseech you to do all that you can to approve
a scaled-down version. To do otherwise is grievously
cynical.

This is forever. The proposal as it stands reminds me
of Robert Moses’ projects in the 1960s. History does
not look well upon him. Please help to maintain the liv-
ability of Santa Monica and its character. Please vote
for a smaller version of this project.

Tanna Moontaro
Santa Monica

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Send comments to editor@smdp.com 

HERE ARE A FEW OBSERVATIONS. BY THE
time you read this, of course, it will be com-
pletely out of date:

1. Apple stock seems to have hit bottom,
at around 520, and now seems on the way
back up. A friend of mine that follows it
closely says it should be back to the mid 600s
by mid-January. I believe it, but of course it
depends on holiday sales. Even though it has
come up 7 percent in just one day, to 565, I
still consider it a “buy.” We have a new iPad
Mini and we love it.

2. Wal-Mart stock is starting to look pret-
ty good. It seems to be going up every year,
and as it fixes its website it seems to be a bet-
ter competitor for Amazon. And, as I see it,
Internet shopping with quick delivery is
where it’s at now. The new smart phone fea-
ture, to help you find stuff in the stores,
seems like a good idea. With a 2.3 percent
dividend and a 14 PE, at anything under $70
it seems like a good buy. Check out the graph
above to see how it’s looked over the last few
months.

3. A friend sent me a detailed report on
the world economy, and especially on prob-
lems with debt structure around the world.
A lot of the article talked about Japan, which
it selected as the country that is in the most
financial trouble of all — even more than
Greece and Portugal and the EU in general.
Germany was not spared. The article was so
scary it’s enough to make you want to go
short on all of the country ETFs. But the
bottom line for my friend was that he short-
ed the Japanese yen.

Shorting the currency of a major eco-
nomic power, even if it is in trouble, takes
internal fortitude. I never do it. I think of it
as the weather forecasters: do you notice that
they cannot always get the weather forecasts
right because there are so many variables. A
little breeze comes in from here or there and
the forecast proves to be wrong. And so it is
with currencies. There are so many variables
it seems to me to be hard to forecast.
Standard economic factors are only some of
the variables.

If I were going to short any country, it
would be France. Under the current leader-
ship this has to be a country about to fail.
But with the currency tied to the Euro one
can’t short the currency. How do you short a
country?

4. I read a lot of reports from economic
and investment advisors. One recently wrote
that it makes no sense to invest in bonds
right now, when good quality stocks at low
PE ratios are paying dividends that are high-
er than bank interest or safe bonds. I tend to
agree. In this period of really low interest
rates, the usual reason to invest in bonds —
safety — no longer applies. It’s never safe to
invest in something that returns less than the

expected rate of inflation. That’s investing in
a guaranteed loss.

5. By the time you read this Green
Mountain Coffee should have reported third
quarter earnings. Just before the report I note
that the stock has moved up. Do some in the
investment community know something the
public doesn’t know? In any event I expect
the earnings to be pretty good, and to get
even better during the holiday season. This is
the kind of stock I like for naked put writing.
Taking in premiums anywhere around a $20
strike price seems almost like a gift.

6. And, finally, have you ever heard of the
“skillet?” Probably not. It’s an invention by
my friend Harvey, who writes the complex
computer research tools for my website
DoubleYourYield.com. Since he started
working on my website he became interest-
ed in options, and now has made an average
of $6,000 a month over the past six months
with very little investment (but a stock port-
folio to support margin requirements). I
don’t recommend what he does, because it’s
a strategy that requires you to watch it every
day, and I never like those. And I never invest
in a way that doesn’t have a guaranteed limit,
by hedging, on the potential loss.

Nevertheless, the skillet is an interesting
investment strategy. Harvey buys a put and a
call, or several of each, at the current market
price. That gives him a profit if there is
enough movement in either direction over
the following 30 days. At the same time he
sells a large number of puts below the cur-
rent price, and a large number of calls above
the current price. He titrates the sales so that
the proceeds from the sales exceed the cost
of the straddle by $1,000.

That means that if there is no significant
movement in the stock price over the 30-day
period he makes a $1,000 profit. But usually
there is movement. And if there is enough
movement the profit goes way up. Unless it’s
too much movement, beyond the strike
prices of the puts and calls. Then there is a
very large loss potential. So he watches it
closely every day, and if the stock moves any-
where close to the potential loss points, he
closes it out and takes his profit.

It’s a terrific strategy for the right kind of
investor. If you graph it out, which some of
the tools on the website do, it looks like an
upside-down skillet, with a flat surface in the
middle and steep drops on the ends (the
losses). It seems like a great strategy for
someone confined to his home who can
watch the market every day. But that would
be a big detriment to my golf game, which is
already suffering!
For information about MMEERRVV  HHEECCHHTT  and more
details on the strategies and stocks he writes
about in this column, visit his website at
DoubleYourYield.com.

Merv Hecht Send comments to editor@smdp.com

After the Bell

A skillet isn’t just for cooking 

YOUR OPINION MATTERS!
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Malibu Golf Club is a privately owned 

golf course which extends open play to the public. 

Situated high above Malibu in the picturesque 
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topography, this course is one of the 

most beautiful in Los Angeles.

$55
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IN THE STIRRING COURTROOM SCENE
from “A Few Good Men,” Jack Nicholson’s
character responds to a pointed question
with, “You can’t handle the truth!”

The Howard Jarvis Taxpayers Association
has just released its annual Legislative
Report Card and now we are going to find
out if our elected representatives can handle
the truth. Seventy-nine out of 120 members
of the Legislature received grades of “F” for
failing to use their votes to defend the inter-
ests of California taxpayers.

The Report Card ignores what most
“Sacramento insiders” find important:
Special interest legislation promoted by
well-paid lobbyists. HJTA doesn’t care
about political party affiliation, campaign
war chests, or how long a member has
served in the Legislature. We do care
about the interests of taxpayers, and so,
ask a very fundamental question: Did leg-
islators protect homeowners, allow hard
working Californians to keep more money
in their wallets, and protect their right to
engage in their democracy through the
initiative process? These are the truths
that matter.

For the first time in a number of years,
legitimate two-thirds vote tax hikes were
taken up by both houses of the Legislature.
These included: AB 1500, a tax hike on
business; AB 1492, which placed a 1 per-
cent sales tax hike on the purchase of lum-
ber products at Home Depot and Lowe’s;
and SB 1455, a bill that increased a number
of different vehicle taxes. While only one
passed the Legislature and was signed into
law, the bills received dozens of votes. In
response, we deducted 15 points for each
favorable tax vote, guaranteeing an F vote if
a legislator voted for all three. Taken cumu-
latively, the taxes would have resulted in a
$3.4 billion hit to businesses and home-
owners, not insignificant when residents,
already pressured by high taxes, are contin-
uing to flee the tarnished Golden State in
droves each year.

Another major factor in determining
the final score for members of the
Assembly was Assembly Constitutional
Amendment 18, a bill that undermined
Proposition 13 by establishing a majority
vote — instead of the current two-thirds
— for property parcel taxes approved at
the local level. It is extremely rare that
Constitutional Amendments attacking
Proposition 13 get full votes on the
Assembly floor because legislators realize
how popular Proposition 13 is. ACA 18

only received 43 votes, 11 short of the
amount needed for approval.

In 2012 a record 79 lawmakers flunked,
despite the fact that, as has been our prac-
tice, we have given half-credit for all vote
abstentions on bills. We recognize that legis-
lators are constantly buffeted by special
interests and their own leadership, and we
want to ensure that those who don’t vote for
bills that increase the burden on taxpayers
are rewarded accordingly.

Twenty carefully selected legislative bills
were used to judge whether a legislator was a
friend or foe to citizen taxpayers. Scores were
generally negative across the board. Even
though up to a third of HJTA members are
democrats, those legislators with a “D”
behind their name mostly scored low.
Regrettably, independent Nathan Fletcher
and Republican Cameron Smyth also
received failing grades. But Republicans had
a few stars. Twenty five received “A” grades
this year, with nine receiving perfect scores.
These are:

• STATE SEN. JOEL ANDERSON
• ASSEMBLYMAN TIM DONNELLY 
(SECOND CONSECUTIVE PERFECT SCORE)
• ASSEMBLYWOMAN BETH GAINES
• STATE SEN. TED GAINES
• ASSEMBLYMAN MARTIN GARRICK
• ASSEMBLYWOMAN SHANNON GROVE
(SECOND CONSECUTIVE PERFECT SCORE)
• STATE SENATE-ELECT, STEVE KNIGHT
• ASSEMBLYMAN MIKE MORRELL 
(SECOND CONSECUTIVE PERFECT SCORE)
• STATE SEN. MIMI WALTERS

Assemblywoman Julia Brownley and
State Sen. Fran Pavley, who represent Santa
Monica in Sacramento, both received failing
grades.

The coming year promises many chal-
lenges. Democrats have gained a two-thirds
vote in both legislative houses, making it
much easier to raise taxes if they choose to
do so. However, we remain encouraged by
how difficult it is to get taxes through the
legislature and, on a bipartisan basis, sup-
port for Proposition 13 remains strong. And
that is a truth we all can handle.

To see HJTA’s 2012 Report Card, go to
www.hjta.org/legislative/report-cards/

JJOONN  CCOOUUPPAALL  is president of the Howard Jarvis
Taxpayers Association — California's largest
grass-roots taxpayer organization dedicated to
the protection of Proposition 13 and the
advancement of taxpayers' rights.

SShhoowwiinngg  ssuuppppoorrtt

A federal judge’s ruling has confirmed City
Hall’s ban on the Palisades Park unattend-
ed nativity scenes. That hasn’t stopped a
group of churches from planning an alter-
native display that will be done in two-hour
shifts with live participants.

SSoo,,  tthhiiss  wweeeekk’’ss  QQ--LLiinnee  qquueessttiioonn  aasskkss::

Would you support these new, alternative
scenes or do you think that kind of dis-
play should be kept from a public forum?

Contact qqlliinnee@@ssmmddpp..ccoomm before FFrriiddaayy  aatt
55  pp..mm.. and we’ll print your answers in the
weekend edition of the Daily Press. You
can also call 331100--557733--88335544.

Jon Coupal Send comments to editor@smdp.com

The Taxman

Can legislators handle the truth?
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You Pay Nothing Until
Your Case Is Resolved

BY LISA LEFF
Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO Gov. Jerry Brown and Lt.
Gov. Gavin Newsom voted Tuesday against
giving the new chancellor of the University of
California, Berkeley a $50,000 pay raise over
what his predecessor earns, saying salary
increases for public officials are inappropriate
given the state’s bleak financial condition.

The two politicians said during a meeting of
the University of California’s governing board
that they fully supported the selection of
Columbia University Dean Nicholas Dirks as
Berkeley’s 10th chancellor, and they joined the
rest of the board in approving his appointment.

But both said they could not endorse his
$486,800 base salary even though the bump
in pay is expected to be covered through pri-
vate donations. It passed without their back-
ing with an 11-3 vote.

“I believe a $50,000 increase from the
incumbent — even though the incumbent
did not get a pay increase for several years —
does not fit within the spirit of servant lead-
ership that I think will be required over the
next several years,” Brown said. “We can all
agree this issue is much bigger than anyone’s
salary, but I want to put my marker down.”

The governor added that he made a com-
mitment to voters who approved
Proposition 30, which raises the statewide
sales tax and boosts income taxes on the
wealthy, that he would spend the state’s
money wisely. The University of California
as a whole needs to be restructured as part of

that process, he said.
Dirks, Columbia’s executive vice presi-

dent and dean of the faculty for arts and sci-
ences, is set to replace outgoing Berkeley
chancellor Robert Birgeneau on June 1.
Birgeneau’s base salary is $436,800.

One other regent, Charlene Zettel, an
appointee of former Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger, joined Brown and Newsom
in voting for the appointment of Dirks but
against his compensation package, which
also includes an annual car allowance of
$8,916 and a house on the Berkeley campus.

Several of the 11 regents who endorsed
Dirks’ salary noted that the pay raise would
be funded by private donations to UC
Berkeley’s foundation, and that even with
the $50,000 increase, Dirks would be making
less than his counterparts at most other
major public universities.

“On this particular compensation, I
would just point out that we are dealing with
the No. 1 public university in the world,”
Regent George Kieffer said. “The compensa-
tion for this chancellor is below that of all
the major universities in the country it com-
petes with and many of the universities it
does not compete with.”

Meeting by teleconference, the regents
also approved the appointment of Jane Close
Conoley, dean of the UC Santa Barbara
Gevirtz Graduate School of Education, as
acting chancellor of UC Riverside.

Board members, including Brown and
Newsom, unanimously approved paying
Conoley $245,600.

Gov. opposes pay raise
for UC Berkeley leader



WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 2012
State

7Visit us online at smdp.com

Let us make your Real Estate
Dreams come true in 2012!

PUTTING CLIENTS FIRST FOR OVER 30 YEARS

310.251.9722 |  diamondteam.ca@gmail.com

TheDiamond T E A M

BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

LOOMIS, Calif. A fourth person has died
from eating a soup made with poisonous
mushrooms earlier this month at senior care
facility in Northern California, authorities
said Tuesday.

The Placer County Sheriff ’s Department
said it had been notified by a mortuary of
the death, but did not yet know the identity
of the victim.

Three others at the six-bed Gold Age Villa
care facility in Loomis died from eating the
mushrooms in what sheriff ’s investigators
have previously characterized as an accident.

All of the victims were sickened on Nov.
8, including the caretaker who made it.

The other people who have died were
identified as 86-year-old Barbara Lopes; 73-
year-old Teresa Olesniewicz and 90-year-old
Frank Warren Blodgett.

California’s Department of Social
Services is investigating the incident, though
sheriff ’s investigators have said the caretaker
who made the soup did not know that the
mushrooms were poisonous.

Mushroom poisoning can often lead to
liver failure.

Fall begins the season for highly sought-
after wild chanterelle mushrooms in
Northern California, and for the amanita
species of mushroom that include what are
known as “death cap” and “death angel” vari-
eties.

Mushroom experts said that young poi-
sonous North American amanitas found in
the San Francisco Bay Area can often look
like an edible version of a wild mushroom
popular in Asia.

California recorded 1,700 cases of mush-
room-related illnesses from 2009 to 2010,
including two deaths.

4th person dies of mushroom poisoning

Platinum Properties & Finance
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BY GILLIAN FLACCUS
Associated Press

TORRANCE, Calif. A substance abuse coun-
selor was charged with murder and drunk-
en-driving Tuesday after authorities said she
struck a pedestrian and drove for more than
two miles with the dying victim embedded
in the windshield of her car.

Sherri Wilkins, 51, was also charged with
gross vehicular manslaughter while intoxicat-
ed and leaving the scene of an accident, the
district attorney’s office said in a statement.

The victim, 31-year-old Phillip Moreno,
was struck late Saturday while crossing a
street. Witnesses surrounded the car about
two miles later and detained Wilkins.
Moreno died at a hospital.

Wilkins later told police she panicked
after the accident and kept driving.

Wilkins is being held on $2.25 million
bail. She was expected to be arraigned later
Tuesday in Los Angeles County Superior
Court in suburban Torrance.

If convicted, she could face life in prison.
Wilkins is a former addict who seemingly

had turned her life around and was a
respected drug and alcohol counselor, said
her boss David Lisonbee.

Despite her spotty background, including
a previous hit-and-run arrest, Wilkins
always earned high marks with her patients
and didn’t show any signs of a relapse at
work, said Lisonbee, CEO of Twin Tower
Treatment.

Describing the new grandmother as “an
incredibly sweet person,” he said it wasn’t
unusual for drug and alcohol counselors to
have addiction in their own past, as well as
trouble with the law. Those circumstances
help them connect with patients, he said.

“This absolutely came out of the blue. If I
were to rank someone for risk of relapse, she
would be pretty low on the list,” he said.

Lisonbee said he didn’t know what
Wilkins had been addicted to.

Wilkins’s previous hit-and-run arrest in
Torrance came on May 30, 2010. Charges
were not pursued because she had no alcohol
in her system and was not found to be under
the influence of other substances, according
to Assistant City Attorney Patrick Sullivan.

An agreement was reached between
Wilkins and owners of the other vehicles, and
the hit-and-run case was dismissed, he said.

In 1994, she was convicted with a co-
defendant on one count of burglary and sen-
tenced to nine years in prison.

Addiction counselor charged
with murder in DUI



“This will definitely be an impact,”
Koplin said. “I don’t know where we could
possibly find similar classes.”

Marsha Stout, another Emeritus College
student, said that she understands the finan-
cial constraints facing SMC, but laments the
loss of a “world class program” in the winter
months.

“If the money isn’t there, that’s the way it
is,” Stout said.

Exactly how much money it takes to run
the program is up in the air.

SMC will be paying to keep the buildings
open and staff employed, meaning the only
money saved will be on instructional costs.
Angry students claim it’s only $160,000, and
that they give that much in annual dona-
tions.

“They have no hesitancy asking us for
donations, for support for bond issues, for
voter approval on Proposition 30. They have
no hesitation in asking Emeritus College to
support them, and yet we don’t get support
in return,” said Harriet Epstein, a student at
Emeritus.

Emeritus students raise roughly $100,000
a year, all of which goes to operational costs,
Lawson said.

The trick with Proposition 30, a ballot
measure that raised income taxes on
California’s wealthiest and sales tax on resi-
dents across the board, is that it does not
give schools new money, it just prevented
cuts.

To shoulder the cost of the winter session,
SMC will spend $1.5 million it had not bud-
geted for the purpose. The Associated
Students, the student organizing body on
campus, pitched in $200,000 out of its

reserves to help with the effort, and there
will still be only 60 percent of the classes
offered last year, Lawson said.

The money in question is a small amount
next to the cost on students, Epstein said,
who rely on exercise and educational classes
to power their bodies and minds.

According to a paper published in the
Journal of Psychosocial Nursing and Mental
Health Services entitled “Exploring
Interventions to Reduce Cognitive Decline
in Aging,” authors Kristine Williams and
Susan Kemper establish that both mental
and physical engagement play roles in sup-
porting elderly people.

Education helps the memory and physi-
cal activity increases blood flow to the brain,
which keeps the organ healthy, according to
the paper.

Although Emeritus classes will not be
offered, officials at SMC have lined up other
activities for the students, including music
recitals, visits to local museums, guest lec-
tures by retired professors and iPad and
Kindle workshops, amongst others.

Those options had been lined up before
the decision was made to cut the winter ses-
sion.

The college is also exploring the possi-
bility of using classrooms in the Emeritus
College for Santa Monica’s Parks and
Recreation Department, which would use
them to offer its own fee-based class,
according to a memo released by college
officials.

Those who rely on the college hope it will
be enough to engage the 3,400 students that
take advantage of its services throughout the
year.

“As we’ve been saying, there will be a lot
of seniors loose on the streets,” Koplin said.

ashley@smdp.com
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Federal Aviation Administration, which has
prevailed in several court battles with Santa
Monica over operations at SMO, city offi-
cials suggested.

“Are you deaf because the airport noise is
making you deaf?” asked Cathy Larson, a
Sunset Park resident.

The trouble boils down to a now-familiar
point of contention between the two sides
that Public Works Director Martin Pastucha
summed up in a sentence.

“Staff does not work for the commis-
sion,” Pastucha said. “The commission is
advisory to the council.”

And if the City Council does not direct
city staff to look into specific issues and
come up with a course of action, staff will
not “take it upon ourselves” to do so,
Pastucha said.

That puts residents and the commission
into what some perceive as a catch-22. The
commission relies on staff to present its rec-
ommendations to the City Council, who
then votes and directs staff to follow a specif-
ic course of inquiry.

If those thoughts don’t end up in a staff
report, there’s little opportunity for the City
Council to vote on them.

Chair David Goddard asserted that the
commission’s recommendations never
make it to the City Council, and that the
main areas identified in the most recent
phase of the visioning process are the
brainchildren of the pilot, pro-SMO com-
munity.

“I think we have a little bit of a disagree-
ment on who makes the policy,” Goddard
said.

As for the pilot community, it remains
committed to making SMO the “safest,
cleanest and most environmentally-friendly
in the nation,” said Robby Rowbotham,
president of Friends of Santa Monica
Airport, or FOSMO.

“FOSMO has long said that SMO can be
a better, safer, quieter airport, and we have
made various suggestions as to how this can
be achieved,” Rowbotham said.

Residents also signaled a general distaste
for the remainder of the visioning process,
which has been an ongoing saga since it
began in 2010.

Community members have complained

since the beginning that staff had not looked
at closure and that consultants over-estimat-
ed the value of the airport, which has tradi-
tionally had to borrow money from the
General Fund to pay its bills.

Communication and the belief that
staff ’s recommendations and conclusions
align with public sentiment have also been
lacking.

The third phase was no different.
David Chow, a director with consultant

IBI Group, focused his presentation on
improving ways to get in and out of the air-
port, and make it both more community
and environmentally friendly.

One point he stressed was the ability to
set up a small business incubator site on the
property, possibly one focused on environ-
mental technologies.

A fleshed-out version and other ideas will
come back before the Airport Commission
in February before going to the City Council
in March 2013.

That timeline is too short, residents said,
and means the City Council will only hear
fully-formed ideas from the consultants
rather than allowing the consultant to
explore ways to realize community-driven
concepts.

“I think we need to have another work-
shop meeting that’s a real workshop where
we see information from the consultants,”
said Armen Melkonians, a civil and environ-
mental engineer.

Staff also documented ongoing actions to
make SMO a “better neighbor,” including
efforts to enhance walls that shield nearby
homes, pursue alternatives to leaded avia-
tion fuels and replace ground power units
that could cut down on jet emissions by
reducing their idling time.

Educational efforts like seminars, collab-
oration on lead emission studies and a com-
parison of operations at SMO and 43 other
general aviation airports have also been
undertaken, said Susan Cline, assistant
director of Public Works.

City officials even sent interns out into
the field to manually count planes in order
to get more information on operations
beyond what control towers collect.

Ways to reduce flight traffic, like a plan to
send flights to nearby general aviation air-
ports, have already been killed in the court
of public opinion.

ashley@smdp.com

for “Smashed”).
Joining Anderson and Russell in the

directing category are Julia Loktev for “The
Loneliest Planet,” Ira Sachs for “Keep the
Lights On” and Benh Zeitlin for “Beasts of
the Southern Wild,” which won the top prize
at last January’s Sundance Film Festival.

Though the Spirit Awards honor lower-
budgeted film outside the Hollywood main-
stream, the nominations often overlap heav-
ily with Oscar contenders. Last season’s big
Oscar winner, “The Artist,” also won the top
prize at the Spirit Awards, while films such as
“The Descendants,” “Beginners” and “My
Week with Marilyn” had wins or nomina-
tions at both shows.

The overlap may be lighter this season,

with big-budget studio films such as “Les
Miserables,”“Lincoln” and “Argo” shaping as
early favorites to dominate the Oscars,
whose nominations come out Jan. 10.

But “Silver Linings Playbook,” “Moonrise
Kingdom,” “Beasts of the Southern Wild,”
“The Sessions” and other smaller films have
solid prospects in some Oscar categories.

Nominees are chosen by panels of film
professionals, which gauge contenders on
such criteria as uniqueness of vision; origi-
nal, provocative subject matter; how eco-
nomically they were produced; and percent-
age of financing from independent, non-
Hollywood sources. Eligible films typically
range from tiny-budgeted movies shot for
$500,000 or less to productions that cost as
much as $20 million.

Members of Film Independent, who
include filmmakers and movie fans, are eli-
gible to vote on the winners.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 2012
Local

9Visit us online at smdp.com

AWARDS
FROM PAGE 3

SMO
FROM PAGE 1



National
10 WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 2012 We have you coveredSimply Roasted

Whole Foods

“ S i m p l y  R o a s t e d  W h o l e  F o o d s ”

147 South Barrington Ave, LA, CA 90049
Located near Sunset in the Brentwood Village

Phone (310) 476-1100 |  Fax (310) 476-9400

Family dinner tonight – We’ve got you covered!
Beef Turkey or Chicken

4 – 8 people 4 – 8 people
Includes 6oz carved meat & choice of 2 sides, 2 sauces, bread

BY DONNA CASSATA
Associated Press

WASHINGTON U.N. Ambassador Susan Rice
told lawmakers Tuesday that her initial
explanation of the deadly Sept. 11 raid in
Libya was wrong, but her concession failed
to mollify three Republican senators who
signaled they would oppose her possible
nomination to be secretary of state.

In a closed-door meeting that Rice
requested, the ambassador answered ques-
tions from Sens. John McCain, Lindsey
Graham and Kelly Ayotte about her much-
maligned explanations about the cause of
the attack on the U.S. diplomatic mission in
Benghazi, Libya, that killed Ambassador
Chris Stevens and three other Americans.
She was joined by acting CIA Director
Michael Morell.

“The talking points provided by the intel-
ligence community, and the initial assess-
ment upon which they were based, were
incorrect in a key respect: There was no
protest or demonstration in Benghazi,” Rice
said in a statement after the meeting. “While
we certainly wish that we had had perfect
information just days after the terrorist
attack, as is often the case the intelligence
assessment has evolved.”

Rice’s unusual visit to Capitol Hill — typ-
ically only nominees meet privately with
lawmakers — reflects the Obama adminis-
tration’s campaign for the current front-
runner to replace Secretary of State Hillary
Rodham Clinton against some strenuous
GOP opposition.

“We are significantly troubled by many of
the answers that we got and some that we
didn’t get concerning evidence that was
leading up to the attack on the consulate,”
McCain told reporters after emerging from
the hour-plus session that he described as
candid.

Said Graham: “Bottom line I’m more dis-
turbed now than I was before that 16
September explanation.” He said in a later
interview that Rice went “far beyond the
flawed talking points” and should be held

accountable.
“I’m more troubled today,” said Ayotte,

who argued that it was clear in the days after
the attack that it was terrorism and not a
spontaneous demonstration prompted by
an anti-Muslim video.

The White House remained defiant in its
support for Rice, arguing that she was rely-
ing on an assessment from the intelligence
community and had no responsibility in
compiling the information on the cause of
the attack. It dismissed what it characterized
as a fixation on her national television
appearances five days after the raid.

“The focus on, some might say, obsession
on comments made on Sunday shows seems
to me and to many, to be misplaced,”
spokesman Jay Carney told reporters at a
White House briefing.

House Democrats, including female
members of the Congressional Black
Caucus, have suggested that the GOP oppo-
sition to Rice is sexist and racist. Senate
Democrats, who will increase their advan-
tage to 55-45 in the next Congress, said Rice
could win confirmation if Republicans rec-
ognize the unfairness of penalizing her for
the intelligence community’s talking points.

“It is so unfair to hold her responsible for
something that she didn’t produce and
which the intelligence community has
specifically stood by,” said Sen. Carl Levin,
D-Mich., chairman of the Armed Services
Committee.

Sen. Joe Lieberman, I-Conn., who met
separately with Rice and Morell, said the
ambassador told him that she based her
Sunday show appearance on material from
the intelligence community and the White
House neither provided briefings nor addi-
tional talking points.

A recurring issue is whether changes were
made to the intelligence material at the
request of the White House or for political
reasons. Lieberman said Morell told him
that was not the case.

“The acting director of the CIA said

Rice concession on Libya
fails to mollify 3 in GOP

SEE RICE PAGE 11
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whatever changes were made in the original
talking points before they were given in
unclassified form to the House Intelligence
Committee and to Ambassador Rice were
made within the intelligence community,”
Lieberman said.

Despite lingering questions over her pub-
lic comments after the Benghazi attack, Rice
has emerged as the top candidate on a short
list of possible successors to Clinton, with
Senate Foreign Relations Committee
Chairman John Kerry, D-Mass., seen as her
closest alternative.

The strong statements from the three
senators clouded Rice’s prospects only two
days after Republican opposition seem to be
softening. Rice planned meetings on
Wednesday with Sen. Bob Corker of
Tennessee, who is in line to become the top
Republican on the Foreign Relations
Committee, and Sen. Susan Collins, R-
Maine.

Corker said Tuesday that he had concerns
with a possible nomination.

“When I hear Susan talk she seems to me
like she’d be a great chairman of the
Democratic National Committee,” Corker
said. “There is nobody who is more staff
supportive of what the administration does.
That concerns me in a secretary of state.”

A senior Senate aide said the administra-

tion was sounding out moderate members
of the Foreign Relations Committee, such as
Corker and Sen. Johnny Isakson, R-Ga.
Assessing the prospects for Rice before
Obama makes any announcement would
avoid the embarrassment of a protracted
fight with the Senate early in the president’s
second term and the possible failure of the
nominee.

On talk shows the weekend following the
attack, which took place on the 11th
anniversary of 9/11, Rice was given talking
points that described the attack as a sponta-
neous protest of the film, even though the
Obama administration had known for days
that it was a militant assault.

Republicans called her nomination
doomed, leading to a vigorous defense of her
by Obama in his first postelection news con-
ference. Since then, GOP lawmakers have
appeared to soften their views. McCain, who
said earlier this month that would he do
everything in his power to scuttle a Rice
nomination, had said Sunday that he was
willing to hear Rice out before making a
decision.

Rice, who at 48 is relatively young, has
been known to covet the job for years, but
was passed over for Clinton in 2009.

Several diplomats currently serving with
Rice said that what she lacked in Clinton’s
star power, she could make up with a blunter
approach that demands attention and has
marked her tenure thus far at the United
Nations.

RICE
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Surf Forecasts Water Temp: 60.8°
WEDNESDAY – POOR TO FAIR – SURF: 1-2 ft knee to thigh high
Minor NW swell traces; New West swell starts to rise up in the afternoon with 2-3'+ surf late 

THURSDAY – FAIR – SURF: 3-4 ft waist to chest high
New shorter-period West swell builds further and peaks during the day; Larger sets in the
far western part of the county to 5'+; winds/weather looking a little dicey 

FRIDAY – FAIR – SURF: 3-4 ft waist to shoulder high occ. 5 ft
Reinforcing West-WNW groundswell builds in over top of shorter-period West swell; Larger
sets for standout spots in far western part of county late 

SATURDAY – FAIR – SURF: 3-4 ft waist to shoulder high occ. 5 ft
West-WNW swell holds early, then fades; Larger sets possible for standout spots in far west-
ern part of county; keeping an eye on the winds/weather 

Tides
Tide swings are fairly extreme this week. Deep morning high tides of 5.7'+ will slow the
more tide sensitive breaks down before draining out to negative afternoon low tides.
Keep it in mind when planning when/where to surf.

BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

WASHINGTON Federal mediators are enter-
ing the stalled NHL labor talks, with the sea-
son’s first 2 1/2 months already lost because
of the lockout.

George Cohen, director of the Federal
Mediation and Conciliation Service, said
Monday the parties had agreed to use the
agency. He assigned three mediators to assist
negotiations  — deputy director Scot
Beckenbaugh, director of mediation services
John Sweeney and Commissioner Guy
Serota  — who was removed later in the day
because of a Twitter account that may have
been tampered with.

The sides are to meet separately with the
mediators Wednesday.

“While we have no particular level of
expectation going into this process, we wel-
come a new approach in trying to reach a
resolution of the ongoing labor dispute at
the earliest possible date,” NHL deputy com-
missioner Bill Daly said.

Cohen has worked with the players’ asso-
ciations for Major League Baseball, helping
end the 1994-95 strike as an outside counsel,
and the NBA. He was an adviser to the NHL
players’ union before joining FMCS three
years ago.

“We look forward to their involvement as
we continue working to reach an equitable
agreement for both the players and the own-
ers,” said Donald Fehr, executive director of
the NHL Players’ Association.

Cohen mediated during the 2010 negoti-

ations in Major League Soccer and 2011
talks in the NFL and NBA, along with this
year’s dispute between the NFL and its on-
field officials.

Cohen said Serota was removed because
“within one hour after I issued a press
release ... it has been called to my attention
that there are issues involving an allegedly
hacked Twitter account associated with
Commissioner Guy Serota.” He said Serota
was removed “to immediately dispel any
cloud on the mediation process, and without
regard to the merits of the allegations.”

Hockey players and management have
not negotiated since last Wednesday. The
NHL has canceled more than one-third of its
regular season, including all games through
Dec. 14, the New Year’s Day outdoor Winter
Classic and the All-Star weekend scheduled
for Jan. 26-27 at Columbus, Ohio.

“I have had separate, informal discus-
sions with the key representatives of the
National Hockey League and the National
Hockey League Players’ Association during
the course of their negotiations for a succes-
sor collective bargaining agreement,” Cohen
said in a statement.

“Due to the extreme sensitivity of these
negotiations and consistent with the FMCS’s
longstanding practice, the agency will
refrain from any public comment concern-
ing the future schedule and/or the status of
the negotiations until further notice.”

Beckenbaugh was a mediator during the
2004-05 lockout, a stoppage that caused can-
cellation of the entire season.

NHL

US federal mediators to
join NHL labor talks

BOB GABRIEL CO. INSURANCE

Mercury Insurance has cut rates on auto, 
homeowners, and renters insurance. 
Please call for new discounted rates.

Phone Quotes Available

Personalized Insurance
Auto Experts Life, Disability & Pension

Homeowners Commercial & Business

Workers Compensation Group & Individual Health

Representing “A” rated companies including
MERCURY INSURANCE

310.829.0305
2325 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica

www.bobgabrielinsurance.com

Family Owned 
Business

GGERMANN CARR SERVICE
Porsche • VW • Audi • BMW • MINI

WE HAVE MOVED! 
2143 PONTIUS AVE., WEST L.A. | (310) 477-2563

� Best alternative to high dealer prices
� Complete service and repair
� 6 month or 6000 mile guarantee
� Locally owned and operated since 1965

office (310) 458-7737

RUN YOUR DBAs IN THE DAILY PRESS FOR ONLY $45
INCLUDES RECEIPT AND PROOF OF PUBLICATION. Call us today
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The Meaning of Lila By John Forgetta & L.A. Rose

By Jim DavisGarfield

Strange Brew

Dogs of C-Kennel By Mick and Mason Mastroianni

Get some exercise, Cappy
ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
★★★★ The unexpected occurs, like it or not.
You might feel as if you can't make a situation
conform to your expectations -- or anyone
else's, for that matter. Stop attempting to han-
dle this issue, and just let it flow naturally.
Tonight: Make calls before deciding.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
★★★ If ever there was a time not to make a
money commitment, it is today. Use care, even
when counting your change. If you feel as
though you are fiscally careless in some area,
decide to change that pattern -- if not immedi-
ately, then in the very near future. Tonight: A
lucky turn of events. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★★ You could be overwhelmed by
everything that is happening right now;
however, know that you might be the linch-
pin in this case.  Tonight: Enjoy the roller-
coaster ride.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
★★★ Full Moons greatly affect you, as your
planetary ruler is the Moon. This particular Full
Moon is an eclipse, which promises changes in
the next few months with a child or a relation-
ship. Tonight: Listen well.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
★★★ Something that you want might fall into
your lap in a most secretive manner ... perhaps
not today, but in the near future. A friend could
complicate your life. It is up to you whether you
will make a fuss about it or just let it go.
Tonight: Celebrate.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
★★★ Decide to loosen up rather than fight
city hall. A boss could be demanding, which
might cause a conflict for you with someone
who has other plans. At the moment, you are
seeing the situation as black and white.
Tonight: A must appearance.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
★★★★★ The unexpected marks a situation.
You might be trying to hold on to something that
really isn't doable at the moment. Let it go.
News from a distance might impress you, or at
least make you smile.  Tonight: Act on an idea.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
★★★★ You could be seeing a lot of back-and-
forth in several of your more substantial
friendships. Know that there is very little you
can do to change this. Remain true to yourself,
yet be willing to discuss a financial matter with
a key person. Tonight: Say "yes" to an offer.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
★★★★ Having to juggle mixed energy, incom-
ing requests and some irrational behavior
could throw anyone off. Remain focused on
what's most important, and you will weather
the storm. Stay on top of these hassles and
allow greater give-and-take. Tonight: Go with
someone's suggestion.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
★★★ Pace yourself, and you'll accomplish a lot
more than you thought possible. Understand
that you might need to cut someone off or
ignore a situation altogether in order to do
this. Tonight: Get some exercise.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
★★★★★ You see a situation differently from
others. You often come up with some far-
fetched ideas, and this is yet another example.
Your drive and energy help you turn an impor-
tant idea into reality. Tonight: Spend time with
a favorite person.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
★★★★ Stay anchored, know what is happen-
ing and make choices accordingly. You could be
a little off-kilter because of what someone
does. Understand that you do not need to put
yourself in the line of fire. Tonight: Happiest at
home.

This year you often will switch from one outlook to the next. You even

might feel like a human seesaw of sorts. For some of you, a person in your

inner circle could try to reflect the opposite opinion of what you choose.

Instead of using black-and-white thinking, try to see that both viewpoints

could work, and strive to find some middle ground. If you are single, you could meet someone significant to your life history,

but you could have difficulty with the differences between you. If you are attached, resist the urge to fight with the one you

love. GEMINI can challenge you.

★★★★★Dynamic   
★★★★ Positive 
★★★ Average   

★★ So-So   
★ Difficult

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS
The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:HHaappppyy  bbiirrtthhddaayy

By John DeeringSpeed Bump By Dave Coverly

Edge City By Terry & Patty LaBan

Aero Theatre
1328 Montana Ave.
(310) 260-1528

Kon-Tiki (NR) 1hr 52min
7:30pm
Discussion following with co-directors
Joachim Ronning and Espen Sandberg.

AMC Loews Broadway 4
1441 Third Street Promenade
(888) 262-4386

Twilight Saga: Breaking Dawn - Part
2 (PG-13) 1hr 56min

1:45pm, 4:45pm, 7:45pm

Life of Pi (PG) 2hrs 06min
1:00pm, 4:05pm, 7:15pm, 10:15pm

Argo (R) 2hrs 00min
7:00pm

Sessions (R) 1hr 38min
4:30pm

Perks of Being a Wallflower (PG-13)
1hr 42min

1:30pm, 10:00pm

Wreck-It Ralph in 3D (PG) 1hr
48min

1:15pm, 4:15pm, 7:00pm, 9:45pm

AMC 7 Santa Monica 
1310 Third St.
(310) 451-9440

Life of Pi 3D (PG) 2hrs 06min
11:15am, 2:10pm, 5:10pm, 8:00pm,

10:45pm

Twilight Saga: Breaking Dawn -
Part 2 (PG-13) 1hr 56min

1:00pm, 4:00pm, 7:00pm, 10:00pm

Skyfall (PG-13) 2hrs 23min
12:30pm, 4:05pm, 7:30pm, 10:45pm

Flight (R) 2hrs 19min
12:15pm, 3:45pm, 7:15pm, 10:30pm

Argo (R) 2hrs 00min
11:30am, 2:15pm

Rise of the Guardians 3D (PG) 1hr
37min

12:45pm, 3:30pm, 6:15pm, 9:00pm

Metropolitan Opera: The Tempest
Encore () 3hrs 10min

6:30pm

Lincoln (PG-13) 2hrs 30min
11:20am, 3:00pm, 6:30pm, 10:00pm

Laemmle’s Monica Fourplex
1332 Second St.
(310) 478-3836 

Royal Affair (En kongelig affaere) (R)
2hrs 13min

1:30pm, 4:40pm, 8:00pm

Searching for Sugar Man (PG-13)
1hr 25min

1:40pm, 7:50pm, 10:10pm

Holy Motors (NR) 1hr 55min
1:20pm, 4:10pm, 7:00pm, 9:50pm

Cloud Atlas (R) 2hrs 44min
4:00pm

Late Quartet (R) 1hr 45min
1:50pm, 4:30pm, 7:10pm, 9:50pm

AMC Criterion 6 
1313 Third St.
(310) 395-1599

Red Dawn (PG-13) 1hr 54min
11:55am, 2:30pm, 5:10pm, 7:50pm,

10:25pm

Twilight Saga: Breaking Dawn -
Part 2 (PG-13) 1hr 56min

11:30am, 2:30pm, 5:30pm, 8:30pm

Skyfall (PG-13) 2hrs 23min
11:15am, 2:45pm, 6:15pm, 9:45pm

Rise of the Guardians (PG) 1hr
37min

11:45am, 2:30pm, 5:15pm, 8:00pm,
10:30pm

Wreck-It Ralph (PG) 1hr 48min
11:45am, 2:30pm, 5:15pm, 7:50pm,

10:30pm

Silver Linings Playbook (R) 2hrs
00min

11:15am, 2:00pm, 5:00pm, 8:00pm,
10:45pm

For more information, e-mail news@smdp.com

MOVIE TIMES
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■ Among the federally funded proj-
ects highlighted in the "2012 Waste
Book" of U.S. Sen. Tom Coburn were
a $325,000 grant to develop a
"robosquirrel" (to help study the
somehow-confusing interaction
between squirrels and rattlesnakes)
and a $700,000 grant by the
National Science Foundation for a
New York theater company to cre-
ate a musical about climate change
and biodiversity (which actually
opened this year, in Kansas City, and
included among its concepts,
according to one critic, "flying mon-
key poop"). Abuses of the food
stamp program were also detailed,
such as by one exotic dancer who,
while earning $85,000, drew food
stamps in an amount roughly equiv-
alent to the sum she spent on "cos-
metic enhancements."
■ While the Department of
Veterans Affairs remains under crit-
icism for inadequate funding for
personnel disabled in the Iraq and
Afghanistan wars, it spent in 2010
more than $5 million on training
conferences just to teach bureau-
crats how to administer parts of its
latest collective-bargaining con-
tract, according to an October
report in the Washington Examiner.
In fact, reported the Examiner, $34
million in payroll goes to depart-
ment officials who work mainly on
union-related activities.

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
B Y C H U C K S H E P A R D

rriimmee
\\  RRAAHHYYMM  \\    ,,  nnoouunn;;
1. A coating of tiny, white, granu-
lar ice particles, caused by the
rapid freezing of water droplets.

WORD UP!

Sudoku
Fill in the blank cells using numbers 1 to 9. Each number can
appear only once in each row, column, and 3x3 block. Use logic
and process of elimination to solve the puzzle. The difficulty
level ranges from ★ (easiest) to ★★★★★ (hardest).

King Features Syndicate

GETTING STARTED
There are many strategies to solving
Sudoku. One way to begin is to
examine each 3x3 grid and figure
out which numbers are missing.
Then, based on the other numbers in
the row and column of each blank
cell, find which of the missing num-
bers will work. Eliminating numbers
will eventually lead you to the
answer.

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S PUZZLE

1979– Air New Zealand
Flight 901, a DC-10

operated sightseeing flight over
Antarctica, crashes into Mount
Erebus, killing all 257 people on
board.

1980– Iran–Iraq War:
Operation Morvarid –

Over 70% of Iraqi Navy was
destroyed by Iranian Navy in The
Persian Gulf. The Iranian Navy's Day.

1981– Our Lady of Kibeho:
Schoolchildren in Kibeho,

Rwanda, experience the first of a
series of Marian apparitions.

TODAY IN HISTORY

MYSTERY REVEALED! Daniel Archuleta  daniela@smdp.com
Reader Bob Cockrell correctly identified this photo of the sculpture located in front of UCLA
Health System’s Barbara Kort Women’s Imaging Center on 15th Street at Arizona Avenue. He
will receive a prize from the Daily Press. Check Thursday’s paper for another chance to win.
Send your mystery photos to editor@smdp.com to be used in future issues. 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING CONDITIONS: REGULAR RATE: $7.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 30¢ per word per day. Ad must run a
minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra.
Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once.
DEADLINES: 3:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 2:30 p.m. PAYMENT: All pri-
vate party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310) 458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press,
P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406. OTHER RATES: For information about the professional services directory or classified display
ads, please call our office at (310) 458-7737.

HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY  9:00am - 5:00pm     LOCATION 1640 5th Street, Suite 218, Santa Monica, CA 90401

(310)458-7737
CALL TODAY FOR SPECIAL MONTHLY RATES!

There is no more convincing medium than a DAILY local newspaper.
Prepay your ad today!

Classifieds
$750 per day. Up to 15 words, 30 cents each additional word.
Call us today start and promoting your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 40,000.

YOUR AD COULD RUN TOMORROW!*

(310) 458-7737
Some restrictions may apply. 

*Please call our Classified Sales Manager to reserve your ad space. Specific ad placement not gauranteed on classified ads. Ad must meet deadline requirements. See complete conditions below.

All classified liner ads are placed on our website for FREE! Check out www.smdp.com for more info.

CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale

Furniture
Pets
Boats
Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos
Rent
Houses for Rent
Roomates
Commerical Lease

Real Estate
Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services

Computer Services
Attorney Services
Business Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness

Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Psychic
Obituaries
Tutoring

Prepay your ad today!

Employment
ATTENTION LEGAL SECRETARIES, LE-
GAL AIDES, PARALEGALS, LAW OFFICE 
MANAGERS AND STAFF
Great opportunity for extra income 
through referrals. We are a legal docu-
ment courier service looking to expand 
our business and pay top referral fees 
for new accounts set up at area law of-
fices, to inquire further, please email 
bsberkowitz@aol.com or call 
310-748-8019

COMMISSION SALES Position selling our 
messenger services. Generous on-going 
commission. Work from home. To in-
quire further please email 
bsberkowitz@aol.com or call 
310-748-8019.  Ask for Barry.

Data Engineer, Design data strategy for 
data platform+analytics function at our 
Santa Monica location. Demand Media, 
Inc. Email sarah@demandmedia.com

Retirement community is looking for PT 
receptionist Must have good attitude 
and love for seniors. Previous experi-
ence preferred.  Schedule will include 
weekends.  Pre-employment drug screen 
and background check required.   If in-
terested, please come to 2107 Ocean 
Ave. SM, 90405 and fill out and appli-
cation. EOE.

Taxi drivers needed. Age 23 or older, 
H-6 DMV report required. Independent 
Contractor Call 310-566-3300

For Rent
Large, dry safe. double garage for rent. 
Best Location, WLA. $350 
(310)666-8360. 2606 S. Sepulveda

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
(310)869-7901

1417 11th St. 1Bd + 1Bth. Parking. 
No laundry. Available after November 

30th. $1475 per month.

1037 5th St. 1 Bd + 1 Bth. Top floor. 
Balcony. Pet friendly. $2095 per 

month.

11937 Foxboro Dr. 3Bd + 3Bth house 
in Brentwood. $4590 per month. No 
pets. Double garage. Hdwd floors. 2 

fireplaces.

WE HAVE MORE VACANCIES ON THE 
WESTSIDE. MOST BUILDINGS PET 

FRIENDLY.

www.howardmanagement.com
rentals@howardmanagement.com

Services
MEALS ON WHEELS WEST(Santa Monica, 
Pac.Pal, Malibu, Marina del Rey, To-
panga)Urgently needed volunteers/driv-
ers/assistants to deliver meals to the 
homebound in our community M-F from 
10:30am to 1pm. Please help us feed 
the hungry.

Services

Handyman

The Handy Hatts
Painting and Decorating Co.

SINCE 1967
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

SPECIALISTS IN ALL 
DAMAGE REPAIR

“EXPERT IN GREEN CONCEPTS”

Free estimates, great referrals

Call Brian @
(310) 927-5120
(310) 915-7907

FULL SERVICE HANDYMAN
FROM A TO Z

L
IC

#
 8

8
8
7
3
6

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
(310) 458-7737
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