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THE WEIRD

by Chuck Shepard

While recent drastic budget cuts
(and the governor’s failure to get a
tax increase from the legislature)
have limited Alabama’s Department
of Public Safety to placing only five
or six troopers on nighttime highway
patrol for the entire state, as many
as 17 troopers spend all day each
Saturday during football season pro-
viding security for the state’s 10 col-
lege teams. The schools agreed in
principle to reimburse the troopers’
expenses, according to an October
Associated Press report, but their
policies vary, and the department
has been lax in collecting.
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“A poem is never finished,
only abandoned.”

— Paul Valéry

I g Horoscopes

Avoid too many cooks, Gemini . . . .2

Local
SMC deals with nurse shortage ...3
Em Opinion
‘What you don’t know may kill ....6

L ] Entertainment

‘Bad Santa’ good, othersnot . ... .. 8

ﬂ I Real Estate

LA home prices hit all-time high .10

I; :I National

Bush chilled in Vegas

EE IPeople in the News

Letfreedomring .............. 20

City Hall to tweak
rent control law

Suit pits wealthy
tenant against big
business landlord

BY JOHN WOOD
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITY HALL — A Santa
Monica law aimed at weeding out
part-time tenants who abuse rent
control needs only to be tweaked
before it’s enforced once again,
officials said.

Tenant attorneys disagreed.
They said the law, which is favored
by landlords, is illegal and added
they’re confident it will be perma-
nently tossed out when a lawsuit
challenging it is heard next year.

The lawsuit was brought by
attorney and prominent real estate
investor Robert Bisno, who lives
in Beverly Hills but keeps a
beachfront penthouse apartment in
Santa Monica for $1,000 a month,
officials said. It pits Bisno against
the rent control board and, ulti-
mately, against his landlord,
Douglas Emmett & Co.

At issue in the lawsuit is regu-
lation 3304, which was suspended
by a judge last week pending the
upcoming trial. The law allowed
landlords to raise the rent on ten-
ants who used their units as vaca-
tion homes, or for storage or office
space. It was passed by the local
rent control board earlier this year

See LAW, page 4

SM officials breathe easy

after energy

Bill would’ve protected
MTBE-generating oil
companies from liability

By staff and wire reports

WASHINGTON — The hotly
debated energy bill that would
have protected makers of a gaso-
line additive responsible for con-
taminating half of Santa Monica’s
drinking water has gone down in
flames on the Senate floor.

After nearly three months of
negotiations and dealmaking,
Congress is giving up on energy
legislation for this year, falling
two Senate votes short of sending
a bill to President Bush.

The Senate abandoned the leg-

bill dies

islation this week after it became
clear a dispute over a gasoline
additive, MTBE, was not going to
be resolved and efforts to find two

See ENERGY BILL, page 5

Failed energy bill’s
key provisions

By The Associated Press

Among major provisions, the
energy bill called for:

B Tax incentives totaling
$14.5 billion for oil, natural gas
and coal industries over 10 years.

B More than $5.2 billion in

See BILL, page 5

John Wood/Daily Press
Checking it twice: Margaret Ratcliffe, of Culver City, crosses off
items on her Thanksgiving shopping list Tuesday in the turkey
aisle at Co-opportunity on Broadway. The store has seen a jump
in sales by as much as 25 percent some days, managers said.

Picketers hold the line

Holiday shopping more
challenging this year

BY JOHN WOOD
Daily Press Staff Writer

PICKET LINE — With the
grocery store strike and the
Thanksgiving shopping rush in
full swing Tuesday, most shop-
pers were finding someplace

other than the major chains to
buy their turkey day grub.

Stores like Co-opportunity and
Whole Foods reported sales up
by as much as 25 percent while
most shoppers avoided crossing
picket lines in front of Vons and
Albertsons.

Though Ralphs recently
opened its doors to stem the loss

See PICKETERS, page 12

By Daily Press staff

SANTA MONICA BLVD. — A woman is
listed in stable condition after she was shot
Tuesday while walking in an alley just east of
Euclid Street.

Santa Monica Police responded to the 1300
block of Euclid Street at 5:35 p.m. to a call of
shots fired. Officers spoke to the woman, who

said she was walking 75 yards north of Santa
Monica Boulevard and heard what she thought
sounded like fireworks in the far distance.

Seconds later, the woman said she felt pain
in her lower back and realized that she had
been shot. Neither she nor her male compan-
ion saw any person in the area.

Santa Monica Fire Paramedics provided first
aid and transported the woman to a local hospital.

Woman shot while walking in SM neighborhood

While paramedics were treating her, she
was conscious, alert, and responded to ques-
tions being asked.

It’s unknown exactly where the possible
gunfire came from. Officers are investigating
the incident.

Anyone having additional information is
encouraged to contact the Santa Monica
Police Department at (310) 458.8491.

Easton Gym is

Easton Gym - Santa Monica
1233 Third Street Promenade

Santa Monica, CA 90401

310 395 4441

your neighborhood gym.
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([SUNSET GRILL

A Continental Cafe

HOROSCOPE

Enjoy those around you, Cancer

Try Our Famous Salad Combination

1 Item Combo: $7.25 ¢ 2 Item Combo: $8.75 ¢ 3 Item Combo: $9.75

Served on a Bed of Mixed Greens and Your Choice of These Items:
Chicken © Cheese Tortelini ¢ Duck Pate & Green Beans w/ Almonds
Chicken Curry ¢ Ratatoule ¢ Penne Pest w/ Crab ¢ Corn Salad
Eggplant w/ Pine Nuts < Pasta w/ Sausage < Tomato w/ Mozzarella
Fava Beans ¢ Corn Salad ¢ Beets & Asparagus & Potato Salad ... and More!

BREAKFAST mLUNCH mE DINNER
Open from 7:30am - 9pm m Closed Sundays & Holidays
\1701 Ocean Park Blvd. in Santa Monica = 310-450-7546)

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS
The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:
% %%k k-Dynamic %k %-Positive *%*k-Average

*%-So-so *-Difficult
HAPPY BIRTHDAY Wednesday, November 26, 2003

Take a hard look at your public image and your career. Not everything is as you see it or would
like it to be, but this year you can change direction and get the acknowledgment you want. Career
gains are possible through September 2004. Others recognize what a good job you do. You also have
an unusual gift that helps you make money. It could be an artistic talent or a gift for organization. If
you are single, your allure is high, and a relationship of the caliber you desire is likely fall 2004. If
you are attached, schedule special time together and let your romance build. Buy more cards and
token gifts. Do more for each other. The little things do count. CAPRICORN helps you make money.

_

ROCIC | 1

OARD SHOP

BURF « BNOW = BEKATE

snowboards
12204 Venice Bivd swimwear VVelsuits
MarVista, CAS0086 o~ cessories

{310) 397-8300 TeL

{310) 397-8931 X wwher rockerboardshop.com

SARSEervice o)

SChool or Home

Dropori:

ATrport:
L ,' -

Chartered
Rides or Tours

ALLG l , ’ Towncars or Luxury Vans

Flat Rates or Hourly
Professionally Uniformed

Suligige

Call for Reservations * 24-Hour Service Izl 3
Call Toll Free (888) 239-1400, (310) 393-5599

TCP# 10768-P

AWARD WINNING
BEER SELECTION

29 Beers on Draught
HAPPY HOUR 4-6PM  Monday thru Friday

$5.99 Burger Monday!!!

Your choice of:
Ahi ¢ Salmon « Boca
Garden ¢ Turkey « Beef

PLAN YOUR NEXT PARTY
ON THE PATIO

2911 Main Street ¢ Santa Monica ¢ 11:30am - Midnight Mon-Sun

Telephone 310.314.4855 « www.libraryalehouse.com

ARIES (March 21-April 19)

*% %% Getting work done and celebra-
tions started could have your hands full right now.
You might lose your temper, as too many people
are making demands. Ask for help when you need
it. Remember, you’re not alone in this project.
Tonight: A must appearance.

=1 TAURUS (April 20-May 29) )

% Bl %% % %% Explore more options instead of
falling into the same old pattern. You could be
delighted by what happens, especially if you ask
for help. You have so much to do and so little time
to do it! Some express their caring on a deep level
verbally, others through actions. Tonight: Look
toward tomorrow.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

k% %% Deal on a one-on-one level with
those around you. Relax with a loved one who
sometimes gets touchy. Remember that many are
trying to clear their desks and get out for the
Thanksgiving holiday. Work with another’s ten-
sion. Tonight: Too many cooks spoil the broth.

2 CANCER (June 21-July 22)

Ll %% %% % Others push you hard, and you
might need some time off. Carefully review news
that an upset person gives you. Help find a solu-
tion. It is there. Play the cynic, but appreciate that
everyone might be a bit tense. A relative or part-
ner goes out of his or her way for you. Tonight:
Enjoy those around you.

~ =1 LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
[ﬂ %% You might be left holding the bag
with a personal matter as well as work. You can get
a lot done, but don’t hesitate to ask for help if you
need it. Your humor helps you out in a pinch. Pitch
in and get as much done as possible. Tonight: A
partner or family member comes to the rescue.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
=B %% % %% Your imagination will take you
in a new direction if you let it wander. Many fam-
ily members make demands, but you also can ask
them to pitch in. How you ask for help could
make all the difference in what comes down.
Tonight: Flirt away.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

%% %% Family comes first, though you
still have some obligations to attend to. Realize
when you need to ask for help — you are not
Superman or Superwoman. Others show their
caring through actions. A personal exchange
means a lot. Tonight: Head home.

i SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

** %%k Keep asking questions, and
you’ll come up with reasonable answers. Last-
minute errands could be costly if you’re not care-
ful. Remember, it is the caring and the feelings
that count as well. Don’t get caught up in the
material side of this holiday. Tonight: Make time
for an important person.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
%% % You might want to think through a
financial matter without family or a roommate
pushing you. As a result, you could be quite reac-
tive. Expenses might involve a special gift for a
loved one or friend. Tonight: Invite someone who
might be alone to Thanksgiving dinner.

q-\ CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

A8 k% %% Something might bother you about
what another says. Don’t take anything personal-
ly. Speak to others more directly. You might want
to make calls to relatives and friends at a distance.

Venus moves into your sign, adding to your allure.
Tonight: Do whatever what you want.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

%k Know when to step back and follow
orders. You will get a lot farther if you listen. A
friend needs your attention and extra time. Be
careful with someone you meet in the next few
weeks. This person might be emotionally
unavailable. Tonight: Remain behind the scenes.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

%% %% You might be rather hot-tempered
as you aim for more of what you want. Someone
clearly could be put off by your behavior or your
words. Be careful it is not the boss! This is not the
time to turn over the apple cart. Tonight: Do
something special for a loved one.
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COMMUNITY BRIEFS

SMC tends to nursing shortage

By Daily Press staff

The NW wind swell fills in a bit today as the SSW pulse
holds. Most spots continue to see waves under waist-high
while best NW/combo breaks see waist-high and, occasion-
ally, bigger sets.

OUTLOOK: Look for a gradual drop on Thursday as the
NW wind swell weakens. Friday’s surf will stay small scale.

Today the
water Is:

98’

Sunrise: 6:34 a.m.
Sunset: 4:46 p.m.

HIGH TIDE

In an ongoing effort to help ease California’s nursing shortage, Santa Monica College
has joined forces with several Los Angeles area hospitals to train vocational nurses and
entry-level health professionals to move into higher level nursing positions.

SMC has a $102,000 contract with UCLA Medical Center to train some 20 vocation-
al nurses to become registered nurses and a similar $188,000 contract with Cedars-Sinai
Hospital. SMC was recently awarded a $485,000 contract with the state to provide train-
ing of entry-level health professionals — such as nursing aides — to become certified
nursing assistants. SMC already has begun training at Kaiser Permanente hospitals in Los
Angeles, Brotman Medical Center in Culver City, and Pacifica Hospital of the Valley in
Sun Valley. The college expects to expand its program into other medical facilities.

The contracts mark a major step forward for SMC’s nursing program, which until

Write us at wood@smdp.com and tell us what the surf is
doing today at your local break.

@ LOW TIDE

recently has been able to serve only about 80 students at one time, school officials said. = Morning  Height ~ Evening Height Morning  Height Evening  Height
lSnl\;I(;;sa rsst'udent nursing population is now expected to grow substantially over the com- SATURDAY 1257 14 208 -09 715 67 823 45
aram 0 hir voeational murosand muming asisans. The practiioners o Rl some | | SO 134 14 285 4 7St 70 e18 44
glflgeesf:tr:lcet1:::1:Sos{'Srtllilrrlsielzitix(t:gv;l;(?ézhz:dd1t1ona1 tralr?mg, can’t quéllfy as. registered MONDAY 212 17 344 A5 830 72 1015 44
i e gty e S e s o e e s o | wgy g w15 wmom s
SMC’s program is part of a concerted statewide effort between California communi- WEDNESDAY 338 24 533 -12 959 68 NA A

ty colleges and hospitals to remedy the acute national shortage of nurses that has already
graduated 20,000 new nurses over the past five years.

THURSDAY 431 28 6:34 -0.8 1228 38 (10:50 6.2

State seeks voter confidence

By Daily Press staff

FRIDAY 543 3.1 740 -0.4 1:48 38 (11:51  5.6)

The Surf Report is sponsored by:

Today’s Special:

New mandates on California’s voting system have been made to increase election
accuracy and voter confidence, officials say.

Secretary of State Kevin Shelley has announced that beginning July 1, 2005, no
county or city may purchase a touch screen voting system that does not include an acces-

L Store Hours:

sible “voter verified paper audit trail.” As of July 2006, all touch screen voting systems Teriya ki \-.\ Open
used in California, regardless of when they were purchased, must have a VVPAT that Chicken Da||y from
can be used by all voters, including the visually impaired, to verify that their preferences g
are accurately recorded. 558andWICh 0l 11a.m. to

In making the announcement, Shelley said a transition period is necessary in order to tax included s, - Wt 10 p.m.
assure the fair and efficient conduct of elections in California. .- hﬁl Hawaiian sa“d

“The schedule I have set forth for implementing a VVPAT will ensure that there is M .
adequate time for new voting systems to be properly certified,” he said. “This also fprlec:lf]sfc:iregcgfs's;\:é 119 Broadway: Sa nta MOnlca
allows time to train elections officials and poll workers and to educate voters.” and drink 310.394.0100

To further enhance voter confidence in new technologies, Shelley is adopting voting J
system reforms and new electronic certification procedures. Shelley also will call upon
the federal government to substantially improve its testing process.

“As the state progresses with new technology, all Californians must have confidence
that every vote cast is a vote counted,” Shelley said. “These new requirements will pro-
vide this confidence.”

Shelley’s reforms call for additional requirements for software testing and auditing,
new security protocols for manufacturers, random field testing on election day to ensure
proper performance of individual voting machines, and the creation of a state technical

While it may seem that Santa Instead, it’s simply, “What are you

oversight committee.

In February, Shelley convened a task force comprised of computer experts, members
of the public, representatives of the disabled community and election officials to make
recommendations to increase the security of voting equipment software. The task force
issued a series of recommendations for Shelley’s consideration.

A complete copy of Shelley’s directives and the recommendations of the task force are
available on the Secretary of State’s Web site, at http://www.ss.ca.gov/elections/touch-
screen.htm.

Monicans bicker over plenty of issues,
we all have reasons why we have chosen
this city by the sea to live, work and play.
In the spirit of the Thanksgiving holiday,
this week’s Q-Line question is not the
typical controversial or hot topic of the
week.

thankful for?”

Call (310) 285-8106 with your
response before Thursday at 5 p.m. We’ll
print them in Friday’s paper. Please limit
your comments to a minute or less. It
might help to think first about the word-
ing of your response.

oupal DiEN Since 1967

0P, Qualitg & Valug fiiways!

Open 6am - 2:30pm Mon. - Fri.
6am - 4pm Sat. - Sun.

310-399-7892
2732 Main St.

Santa Monica

Celebrate the Holidays
with Friends and

Family at the Parlor!

310.451.SLICE(7542)
310.399.4060
Catering * Lunch/Office Delivery

\_

~

* Homemade

* Fresh Ingredients
e Pasta & Dinners

* Calzones

* Hot Subs

Voted Best in L.A.

— America Online Poll

“A slice of NY in your
own backyard.”

—Anthony Dias Blue
Bon Appetit Lifestyle
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Don’t miss this special MS seminar

Program
& What's new in M57

Saturday, December 6, 2003
Registration: 9:00 ax-10:00

@

Take ar

Livi

Sponsored by Biogen, Inc.

Where you'll find answers straight
from the heart,

& What's known about the disease?

= What treatment option may be best for you?

@ What role can you play in your treatment?

@ What resources are available to you and your family?

Physician Speaker: Lily Atalla, MS, MD
[¥irector, Multiple Sclerosis Center
Rancho Los Amigos National Rehabilitation Center

Mational Patient Advocate; Lisa Peck

Pro Mountain Bike Racer and Attorney

Location: Fairmont Miramar Hotel

AM 101 Wilshire Boulevard
Program/Q8A: 10:00 an-1:00 pu

Santa Monica, CA 90401

Continental breakfast will be provided. Complimentary parking.

To register free of charge, call 1-800-522-5185 or visit our website:
uH IVEPTOETAITS
Seats are limited. So don't delay.

cdrsvp.com today!

Ource-

1 Active Role

1-3234-00-44

AA OLYMPIC
Self Storage

Serving Santa Monica and West L.A.

2 months

FREE Rent

REE chk

OPEN 7 DAYS

Call About
FREE Truck
Rental Plan

STORAGE
MEMBER

(310)829-252S

3250 OLYMPIC BLVD.  www.selfstorage.net/aaolympic

LOCAL

Rent control law in limbo

LAW, from page 1

to appease landlord groups, who had lob-
bied in Sacramento for a law that would
have been even tougher on rent control.

Santa Monica Superior Court Judge
James Bascue issued a temporary injunc-
tion against regulation 3304 Ilast
Wednesday, saying it may be unconstitu-
tional, partially because it allows land-
lords to set the rent for part-time renters at
whatever level they choose.

While tenant groups celebrated victory
and said they were confident the law will
be permanently tossed out, officials from
the rent control board, who met in closed
session after the judge handed down his
ruling, said only minor changes need to be
made before the law is again enforced.

Doris Ganga, an attorney for the rent
control board, said she expects the board
to amend the law to satisfy the judge’s
concern. She said that probably will mean
having the board determine the higher
level of rent, perhaps by comparing it to
similar units or by taking public testimo-
ny during hearings.

“What he said was that we couldn’t
allow the landlords to choose the rent ... it
had to be the board that sets the rents,” she
said, adding that until the rent control
board determines how to handle the injunc-
tion, all pending cases have been stayed.

Since 3304 was adopted in March, 120
petitions for rent increases have been filed
with the rent control board. Of the petitions
that actually went to a hearing and had a
ruling issued before Bascue’s injunction, 41
were decided for the owner and 13 for the
tenant. But because 16 of those rulings
were appealed, only 38 actual decisions
have been made — and six of those were
for tenants. That means only 32 renters had
their rents raised under the law, said Tracy
Condon, a spokeswoman for the rent con-
trol board.

The rationale behind the law was that
rent control is intended to protect full-
time residents by stabilizing their living
expenses, but wasn’t intended to subsi-
dize the lifestyles of part-timers who
don’t need it. Though residents first coa-
lesced around fears that they would be tar-
geted overzealously by landlords, those
fears quickly evaporated when filings
sharply dropped off months ago.

Attorney Allan Abshez, who brought
the case on behalf of Bisno, said he inter-
prets Judge Bascue’s injunction to mean
that anybody whose rent was raised under
3304 deserves compensation and can
begin paying their old level of rent with-
out fear of eviction.

“The board’s created quite a mess by
subjecting people to this,” Abshez said. “I
believe the effect of the court’s order is
that those people, should they pay their
old rent, cannot be evicted.”

Abshez added the rent board was acting
out of its jurisdiction to create the regula-
tion because it’s an administrative body,
not a legislative one. If 3304 is to survive,
it must be approved by voters, he said.

But Abshez said Santa Monica voters
are unlikely to support the law because it
calls for the invasion of tenants’ privacy by
landlords who sift through garbage, rifle
through cabinets and check refrigerators to
determine if a tenant really lives in his unit.

“Where this is going, is that 3304 is
likely to be invalidated,” Abshez said.
“The fundamental problem here is it’s a
rent control board, that’s what it is. It’s not
a housing supply board ... This is not a pol-
icy that can be enacted by the board. This
is a policy that belongs to the voters.”

Abshez, who described the law as a
“boondoggle for landlords,” was retained by
Bisno, an attorney and prominent local real
estate investor who, according to City Hall
documents, lives in an exclusive enclave of
Beverly Hills, as well as in a rent-controlled
oceanfront place in Santa Monica.

Bisno filed a lawsuit challenging the reg-
ulation after Douglas Emmett raised the rent
on his apartment at the twin Shores apart-
ment towers south of Ocean Park
Boulevard. Bisno pays $1,064 for a two-
bedroom, two-bathroom penthouse that
could command $4,895 on the open market.

“If nothing happens here,
I’m sure that Douglas
Emmett’s going to go to
Sacramento.”

— ROSARIO PERRY
Landlord attorney

Though Douglas Emmett was success-
ful in winning a rent increase earlier this
year, Bisno appealed the ruling and —
after the appeal was continued once — it
was set to be heard by the rent control
board Dec. 11. Because the appeal had not
yet been heard when Bascue issued the
injunction, the rent increase was not con-
sidered final and Bisno’s rent was
returned to the lower level, Ganga said.

As far as any refund due to him, Ganga
said Bisno is on his own.

“There are things that people can do, but
we don’t do them directly because he has
to talk to the landlord about that,” she said.

The rent control board will continue
discussing its options at the Dec. 11 meet-
ing, Ganga said. Whatever course of
action it decides to take, officials will
have to gather input from the public and
other sources before an amended law ulti-
mately is enforced.

Allan Golad, director of property man-
agement for Douglas Emmett, said his
company is waiting for the rent control
board to tweak the law and bring it back.

“The ball’s now in the court of the
Santa Monica Rent Control Board to
comply with the judge’s ruling,” he said.
“This is really in the hands of the Santa
Monica Rent Control Board and we’re
just hopeful that we’ll come up with a
solution that the court finds favorable.”

Though Golad said he hadn’t yet con-
sidered it, officials on both sides of the dis-
pute said they expect Douglas Emmett will
head to the state capitol and lobby for a
tougher law if the 3304 isn’t enforced.

“If nothing happens here, I’m sure that
Douglas Emmett’s going to go to
Sacramento,” said Rosario Perry, a promi-
nent landlord attorney. “With the new
governor, it’s kind of an open question
what side of the coin he’s on. With the
ambiguity of what’s going on in
Sacramento, 1 think the board should be
very worried about lobbying, if they don’t
do something to rectify this ruling.”

As to the notion that 3304 is an invasion
of tenants’ privacy, Perry scoffed. He said
landlords have long been subjected to the
same type of invasions when applying to the
board for a “landlord exemption,” which
allows live-in owners of buildings with three
units or less to charge renters market rates.

“It’s ridiculous,” he said. “Just ridicu-
lous.”
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LOCAL

Bill dies, other cities still able to collect from oil companies

ENERGY BILL, from page 1

additional Senate votes needed to overcome a filibuster
by opponents would not bear fruit.

By the far the biggest settlement of its kind, three
major oil companies agreed last week to pay Santa
Monica City Hall hundreds of millions of dollars to clean
up the city’s drinking water.

The settlement allocates an additional $92.5 million to
cover the city’s costs incurred since the Santa Monica’s
water supply was tainted by MTBE seven years ago.

The agreement comes after more than three years of
litigation and thousands of hours spent trying to get the
oil companies to pay for allowing MTBE to leak into the
city’s drinking water supply.

Santa Monica officials breathed a sigh of relief after
hearing the legislation was taken off the table. City
Council members were vehemently opposed to the bill. If
MTBE manufacturers were protected from liability law-
suits, the city of Santa Monica wouldn’t have been able
to get money from the oil companies for clean-up.

“Santa Monica has shown how important it is for all
cities that have MTBE contamination to have all the tools
possible,” said Mayor Richard Bloom. “This bill would
have removed the product liability theory from being
used and there is no question in my mind that it’s one of
the reasons that the oil companies came to the bargaining
table and settled.”

The gasoline additive has emerged as a major water con-
tamination problem — several places, like Orange County
and Cambria, are seeking damages from oil companies.

In South Lake Tahoe, four oil companies agreed last
year to pay $69 million to settle claims that MTBE was a

“defective product” that could contaminate water supplies.
That legal argument would have been barred by the
energy bill, although supporters say communities still

and Senate Republicans to agree on a range of issues
including ethanol tax subsidies, tax breaks for clean coal
technology and the future of MTBE.

could sue if they can prove someone was responsible for
a leak or spill.

Critics say in most cases, that would protect the industry.

“It sounds like those who poisoned our water with
MTBE will get off scot-free,” Sen. Barbara Boxer said in
a statement.

The bill passed the House easily last week. Failure to
get a bill was a disappointment to the White House.
Republican leaders vowed to return to the $31 billion
measure early next year.

Most of the manufacturers of MTBE, a petroleum-
based gasoline additive that has been contaminating
drinking water all over the country, are in Texas.

Resistance came from California Democrats Dianne
Feinstein and Boxer, who opposed various provisions,
including one that would shield makers of MTBE from
product liability lawsuits.

California is phasing out MTBE and it is supposed to
be banned from gasoline in the state starting Jan. 1.

California officials, including many Republicans, also
objected to a provision that would’ve doubled ethanol
production to 5 billion gallons a year by 2012. The corn-
based additive and MTBE are the only products available
that satisfy federal requirements that gasoline include an
oxygenate to reduce pollution.

California Democrats also argued the energy bill would
crack open the door to offshore drilling, in part by making
it harder for the state to control activities off its shoreline.

The failure of the bill rests on the inability of House

Energy bill key provisions cont.
BILL, from page 1

tax credits and other tax benefits for developing renew-
able energy sources, including tax breaks for corn-
based ethanol.

H Doubling the requirement for ethanol in gasoline,
a boon to farmers that is widely supported by both
Republicans and Democrats.

M Tax subsidies of about $1.5 billion over 10 years
for energy efficiency and conservation, including tax
credits for energy efficient homes, appliances, use of
solar panels, and purchase of hybrid gas-electric cars.

B Federal reliability rules and standards for high-
voltage power lines to lessen the likelihood of cascad-
ing power failures like the one that produced the huge
Northeastern blackout in August.

B A $1.8 billion research project to develop clean
coal technology and tax breaks for a new generation of
nuclear power plants to ensure diversity in energy
sources for electricity production.

M Provisions to speed up permits and ease environ-
mental rules to develop oil and gas resources on feder-
al land.

M Loan guarantees of $18 billion for a pipeline to
carry natural gas from Alaska's North Slope to the
Midwest.
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Leave private donations to schools alone

Editor:

(This letter was originally addressed to John Deasy, superintendent of the Santa
Monica-Mailbu Unified School District).

With two children currently attending Webster Elementary School, we are writing
you to express our strongly held objection to the district’s proposal to divert our per-
sonal, private and voluntary contributions from our children’s school.

As with many families at Webster, we have a vested interest in the quality of edu-
cation there and are very actively involved in helping to provide it. We currently con-
tribute as much as we are able to through our employer’s Community Support
Campaign. Through our employer, we request and receive matching funds for the
school. Additionally, we have sought and received funds paid directly to Webster from
our employer’s charitable foundation. Beyond that, we contribute directly to various
other Webster fund-raising events, contribute regularly in volunteer time to support
various school activities, and volunteer two days a week at the school and in the class-
room. Finally, we have also contributed in time and money to the initiatives support-
ing parcel taxes to support the district’s funding needs.

We are happy to be able to contribute but do so with the understanding that our
contributions of our time and our money are going to the specific purposes we have
chosen to support. We only do so with the knowledge and comfort that local people
with whom we have direct relationships, ongoing communications, and shared desires
for the substance of education at Webster exercise direct and responsible control over
our contributed resources. These people include the PTA officers, teachers and admin-
istrators at Webster.

The concept that the district will now attempt to take a portion of our personal,
specifically directed, and voluntary contributions for purposes not of our choosing, to
be administered by people not at Webster with whom we do not share a relationship
or any direct communications, and the net result of which will only diminish the
impact of our contribution to the education of our children and reduce the quality of
their education itself, is simply odious.

In effect, the district is telling us that we must contribute significantly more money
only to maintain the net current financial support for Webster solely to fund a tariff to
satisfy an arbitrary and discretionary administrative policy not mandated by law nor
sanctioned by state policy. At our current contribution levels, the proposed diversion

al experience using the public tax funds, we view you as trustees for the benefit of the
public good. As beneficiaries of private funds, voluntarily contributed to one of your
schools, we view the school, its officers and the district as fiduciaries to apply those
funds as intended by the donors, just as you are fiduciaries on behalf of the taxpayers in
applying tax revenues pursuant to applicable law, regulations, or public policy.
However, the two roles are not identical. We do not view state and privately donat-
ed funds as fungible at your election. Our private donations are not for use for your
discretionary administrative agenda. They are given for the purposes we select.

See LETTERS, page 7
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What you don’t know about George Bush may Kill you

INCITES

By Ed Silverstein

In 1984 a methyl isocyanate gas leak
from a chemical plant in Bhopal, India
claimed 20,000 lives. Many others were
blinded or disabled and in all, 150,000
Indians suffered health effects. And this
was from a leak. Imagine the outcome had
a group of terrorists blown up the plant, or
worse, intentionally released tons of these
deadly chemicals.

Of course this could never happen in
the United States. George W. Bush has
made homeland security his “top priori-
ty.” If you believe either of these two
statements, you would be wrong ... per-
haps even dead wrong.

Jonathan Chait, in his eye-opening arti-
cle for The New Republic (March 3,
2003), details just how low a priority
Bush has made Homeland Security. After
anthrax attacks on Washington, the House
Appropriations Committee’s ranking
Democrat, David Obey, and ranking
Republican Bill Young, went to all major
security agencies including the FBI, CIA,
NSA and CDC. From those meetings they
determined which prime terrorist targets
remained vulnerable and were neglected
in the initial $20 billion of homeland
security spending. The two Congressmen
whittled down the list to those items
deemed absolutely necessary for security
such as computer upgrades for the FBI,
improved security for ports, airlines and

nuclear facilities. The total cost for the
measures was $10 billion.

Obey and Young, along with their
Senate counterparts Senators Byrd and
Stevens, went to Bush with their proposal.
Bush responded that he would veto any
measure that proposed spending even one
cent more than was already approved for
homeland security. Bush then had Vice
President Cheney (successfully) lobby
Republicans to not even allow debate on
the Obey-Young proposal. Bush also has
vetoed several other cost-effective meas-
ures that would have strengthened securi-
ty including a $5.1 billion bill passed
overwhelmingly by Congress.

The obvious question is why would
Bush actively fight against security meas-
ures that would make you and I safer? The
answer is simple. Tax cuts.

The first round of tax cuts will cause
record deficits, possibly in excess of $400
billion a year. According to Chiat, even
Republicans are becoming leery of voting
for Bush’s new tax cut proposals. As a
result, Bush is dead set against anything
that will increase the deficit and thus
stymie further tax cuts, regardless of the
human costs.

This leaves our ports, which receive 95
percent of the country’s imports, extreme-
ly vulnerable. Only 1 in 50 containers are
inspected. That means a biochemical
weapon or a nuclear bomb in one of those
containers has about a 98 percent chance
of getting through. The U.S. Coast Guard
has stated that it needs $1 billion immedi-
ately and $4.5 billion in the next five
years to make the ports safe. Bush doesn’t
seem to care.

There also is poor security at facilities

that build and/or store nuclear materials
and bombs. Terrorists could steal radioac-
tive materials or even capture and set off a
nuclear bomb. This prompted Bush-
appointed Energy Secretary Spencer
Abraham to request $379 million to pro-
tect those weapons. The White House
approved only $26 million or a bare 7 per-
cent of what was asked for. Currently
there are only 14 agents pursuing 1,200
illegal aliens from countries in which Al
Qaida operates. The INS wants a mere
$52 million to hire additional agents.
Bush said “no.”

And it isn’t only new spending that the
president is against. Bush has cut 10 per-
cent from the $1 billion the United States
uses to secure risky Russian nuclear mate-
rial and hire their unemployed weapons
scientists. This was despite a nonpartisan
Energy Department study urging an
increase to $3 billion. Bush promised $3.5
billion in new funding for first responders,
but only came up with $800 million in
new funds. The rest was shifted from
existing funds and grants already given to
police and firefighters. Bush’s new budg-
et reduces spending on many previously
approved homeland security measures, or
fails to fund programs Bush had publicly
endorsed such as the Container Security
Initiative that would screen cargo at for-
eign ports. Bush has attempted to shift the
blame to congress, but in a March 6 letter
Republican Steve Young blasted White
House officials stating that their state-
ments were factually inaccurate.

Bush has also obstructed corporate
security legislation. An article in the New
York Daily News revealed that a chemical

release from Matheson Tri-Gas facility in

New Jersey could endanger 7.3 million
people. Chemical facilities across the
country, which Al Qaida have studied,
could affect many times that number. But
Bush and fellow Republicans, kow-tow-
ing to an intense lobbying effort by chem-
ical companies, voted down a bill by
Senator Corzine to require those compa-
nies to increase security standards. Bush
also refuses to consider bans of 50-caliber
sniper rifles that can take down an airliner
as effectively and with greater ease than a
shoulder launched rocket.

While I like having a few more dollars
as much as anyone, and probably benefit
from tax cuts more than most, that extra
money won’t do me a bit of good if I'm
blind, disabled or dead. We need these
security measures now. And all can be
easily funded if the president is willing to
roll back just a small part of his tax cut.
But it seems Bush’s top priority, maybe
his only priority, is to have tax cuts that
predominantly make the rich richer, even
if it kills us.

AUTHOR’S UPDATE: 60 Minutes
recently ran a piece on the danger of chem-
ical plants and their susceptibility to terror-
ism. Correspondent Steve Croft and his
camera crew were able to enter a plant in
Pittsburgh and wander among tanks of
some of the most deadly agents known to
man. Had he been a terrorist over 100,000
Americans could now be dead, yet the Bush
Administration is against any regulations
that would mandate anti-terrorist security
measures at chemical plants. Go figure.

(Ed Silverstein is a freelance writer liv-
ing in Santa Monica. Comments and con-
fessions from atoning Bush supporters
will be accepted at: edsincites@aol.com).
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The absurdity of the logic behind the district’s proposed diversion of private funds
from one school to another would argue that the private contributed resources bene-
fiting the entire Santa Monica Malibu Unified School District itself, in turn, should be
depleted and controlled by people outside the district to support any or all public
school districts with lesser means in the state.

Which of the school board members would advocate such a policy? How many
parents in this district would advocate such a policy? How many parents who view
the district’s funds diversion proposal as a potential windfall to their school at the
expense and detriment of a neighboring school would donate their private funds away
from their own children if the roles were reversed? The hypocrisy is palpable.

Thankfully, we are not yet a fully socialistic society and we trust this logical exten-
sion will not be the next proposal emanating from this school district.

Should this measure be instituted, it is very clear to us that our personal recourse
will be to redirect our voluntary, private contributions to other support resources ded-
icated to the education and betterment of our children. We will certainly explore using
our limited funds for private school alternatives, outside private tutoring and other
outside activity support for our kids. As to employer foundation donations and
employer matching funds, we will redirect those funds to our colleges or to other eli-

gible schools where they will not be taxed or diverted for purposes we do not approve.

We have little doubt that the net effect of this private funds diversion scheme (or
tax) will actually reduce the private donations currently enjoyed within the district to
the detriment of many of the children within the district, very possibly to the detri-
ment of all the children within the district.

If the objective of the district is to raise the level of the lesser-endowed schools (a
laudable objective), then appropriate, straightforward approaches would be to solicit
donations and support from individuals, foundations or other organizations that
choose to contribute to such an effort on its merit or engage in other money raising
activities. It should approach funds for discretionary agendas by sourcing them forth-
rightly and fairly, rather than finessing the diversion of private donations at the
expense of neighbors within the district.

It is simply neither appropriate nor productive to attempt to divert private and vol-
untary contributions for purposes for which they were not intended. We adamantly
encourage the district to abandon this ill-conceived, expedient, arrogant, and counter-
productive effort.

Ken and Kristina Peterson
Santa Monica

Holiday designed to celebrate not faith, but thought, production

Thanksgiving celebrates man’s ability
to produce. The cornucopia filled with
exotic flowers and delicious fruits, the
savory turkey with aromatic trimmings,
the mouth-watering pies, the colorful
decorations — it’s all a testament to the
creation of wealth.

Thanksgiving is a uniquely American
holiday, because this country was the first
to create and to value material abundance.
It is America that has been the beacon for
anyone wanting to escape from poverty
and misery. It is America that generated
the unprecedented flood of goods that
washed away centuries of privation. It is
America, by establishing the precondition
of production — political freedom — that
was able to unleash the dynamic, produc-
tive energy of its citizens.

This should be a source of pride to
every self-supporting individual. It is
what Thanksgiving is designed to com-
memorate. But there are those, motivated
by hatred for human comfort and happi-
ness, who want to make Thanksgiving
into a day of national guilt.

We should be ashamed, they say, for
consuming a disproportionate share of the
world’s food supply. Our affluence, they
say, constitutes a depletion of the “plan-
et’s resources.” The building of dams, the
use of fossil fuels, the driving of sport

utility vehicles — they insist — are cause
not for celebration, but for atonement.
What if, they all wail, the rest of the world
consumed the way Americans do?

If only that were to happen we would
have an Atlantis. For it would mean that the
production of wealth would have multi-
plied. Man can consume only what he first
produces. All production is an act of cre-
ation. It is the creation of wealth where
nothing before existed — nothing useful to
man. America trans-

alleged defenders as well.

Many Americans make Thanksgiving
into a religious festival. They agree with
Lincoln, who, upon declaring Thanksgiving
a national holiday in 1863, said that “we
have been the recipients of the choicest
bounties of heaven.” They ascribe our mate-
rial abundance to God’s efforts, not man’s.

That view is a slap in the face of any
person who has worked an honest day in
his life. The appropriate values for this

formed a once-desolate
wilderness into farms,
supermarkets and air-
conditioned houses, not
by taking those goods
away from some have-

Guest
Commentary

By Gary Hull

holiday are not faith
and charity, but thought
and production.

The proper thanks
for one’s wealth goes
not to some mystical
deity but to “oneself,” if

nots, nor by “consum-
ing” the “world’s resources” but by reshap-
ing valueless elements of nature into a form
beneficial to human beings.

Since human survival is not automat-
ic, man’s life depends on successful pro-
duction. From food and clothing to sci-
ence and art, every act of production
requires thought. And the greater the cre-
ation, the greater is the required thinking.

This virtue of productiveness is what
Thanksgiving is supposed to recognize.
Sadly, this is a virtue rejected not only by
the attackers of this holiday, but by its

one has earned that
wealth.

The liberals tell us that the food on our
Thanksgiving plate is the result of mind-
less, meaningless labor. The conserva-
tives tell us that it is the result of super-
natural grace. Neither believes that it rep-
resents an individual’s achievement.

But wealth is not generated by sheer
muscle. India, for example, has far more
manual laborers than does the United
States. Nor is it generated by praying for
God’s blessing. Iran, for example, is far
more religious. If the liberal and conser-

vative views of wealth are correct, why
aren’t those countries awash in riches?

Wealth is the result of individual
thought and effort. And each individual is
morally entitled to keep, and enjoy, the
consequences of such thought and effort.
He should not feel guilty for his own suc-
cess, or for the failures of others.

There is a spiritual need fed by the
elaborate meal, fine china and crystal, and
the presence of cherished guests. It is the
self-esteem that a productive person feels
at the realization that his thinking and
energy have made consumption possible.

Come Thanksgiving Day, when some
success-hating commentator condemns
America for being the world’s leading
consumer, tell him that he is evading the
underlying fact: This country is the
world’s leading “producer.” And then, as
you sit down to dinner, celebrate the spir-
itual significance of the holiday by rais-
ing a toast to the virtue of your own pro-
ductive ability and to America’s produc-
tive giants, past and present.

(Dr. Hull is co-editor of The Ayn Rand
Reader and is a senior writer for the Ayn
Rand Institute in Irvine, Calif. The
Institute promotes the philosophy of Ayn
Rand, author of “Atlas Shrugged” and
“The Fountainhead.” Send comments to
reaction@aynrand.org).

Opinions expressed are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to
the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given
to those that are e-mailed to sack@smdp.com. All letters must include the author’s name and telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices
located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite 202, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.
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Something’s missing in Ron Howard’s ‘The Missing’

BY DAN DUNN
Special to the Daily Press

As the title suggests, something’s absent
from director Ron Howard’s western sus-
pense thriller, and it isn’t just the abducted
girl that Academy Award-winners Cate
Blanchett and Tommy Lee Jones chase
across the American Southwest. What “The
Missing” is missing are the little things that
separate good films from great ones. The
individual performances are solid, but the
relationships never quite jell. And it’s puz-
zling why, at every possible terrifying turn,
when he’s got the opportunity to nudge us
right off the edges of our seats, Howard
instead hands us a safety blanket to thaw the
chill. We come tantalizingly close to scary

There’s plenty to haunt
‘The Haunted Mansion’

BY DAN DUNN
Special to the Daily Press

The huge box office success of “The
Pirates of The Caribbean” guaranteed
more adaptations of Disney theme park
rides were forthcoming, and the first
copycat to arrive, “The Haunted
Mansion,” is a big bust that could dash
the hopes of anyone hoping to see “Space
Mountain: The Movie” materialize.

Eddie Murphy continues his unfortu-
nate transformation from a versatile
comedic wonder to an unfunny old fart
more interested in padding his bank
account than challenging himself.
Watching him listlessly limp through
banal fare like this and “Daddy Day
Care,” it’s hard to believe he’s the same
guy who flat-out nailed it in “Delirious,”
“48 Hours” and “Beverly Hills Cop.” As
Jim Evers in “Mansion,” he’s a walking
cliché — a workaholic realtor who does-
n’t have time for his family and is sorely
in need of a lesson on what’s supposed to
matter most in life. When a big listing
comes his way, he doesn’t think twice
about canceling a planned outing and
dragging his clan along to check out the
creepy crib. A sudden storm leaves them
stranded, and from there it’s a barrage of
ghost story gimmicks lifted from films
such as “Poltergeist” and “Ghostbusters”
— spirits zipping hither and thither, inan-
imate objects coming to life, even a dis-
embodied head to chat up the kids. All of
it leads up to Jim’s inevitable change of
heart, which feels as artificial as the set-
ting. The special effects in “The Haunted
Mansion” are impressive, but certainly
don’t break new ground. And as we’ve
seen time and time again, even the best
CGI wizardry cannot compensate for
shoddy storytelling, which is precisely
what haunts “The Haunted Mansion.”

(Rated PG for frightening images, the-
matic elements and language. Running
time: 99 minutes)

— really scary — but the director is reluc-
tant to take us all the way there. Is it possi-
ble his Oscar win last year made him soft?
Perhaps he spent too much time visiting the
set of long-time producing partner Brian
Grazer’s other new release, the abysmal
“The Cat In The Hat,” which could have
impaired his usually sound judgment.
Howard had the key elements of an extraor-
dinary film at his disposal — great premise,
cast — yet, frustratingly, “The Missing”
never quite realizes its potential.

Blanchett stars as Maggie, a tough-as-
nails medicine woman raising two young
girls on her own in the rugged 19th-Century
frontier. She’s got a doting boyfriend/ranch-
hand who goes by the name of Brake
(Aaron Eckhart). He wants to make her an
honest woman, but Maggie’s clearly got a
few issues when it comes to men. Turns out
that 20 years earlier her father (Jones, play-
ing a guy named Jones) abandoned her fam-
ily to go off and live with the Apache
Indians. When Jones unexpectedly reap-
pears one day, a bitter Maggie sends him
away, claiming he was the cause of her
mother’s death. But a kidnapping forces
reconciliation, as Maggie and Jones team up
to rescue her teenaged daughter Lilly (Evan
Rachel Wood of “Thirteen”) from a psy-
chopath (Eric Schweig) intent on selling the
girl into slavery in Mexico.

Besides some really good performances,

Cate Blanchett and Jenna Boyd in "The Missing.”

what works in “The Missing” is Howard’s
pacing. Like its protagonists, the film never
stops for a breather, accentuating the
urgency of the rescue mission. The setting
— 19th Century New Mexico — is unique
for a thriller, and Howard and cinematogra-
pher Salvatore Totino take full advantage of

the yellow and burnt-orange mesas and
craggy hillsides, so that it feels as though
we’re watching a Georgia O’Keefe painting
in motion.

(Rated R for violence. Running time: 130
minutes)

Blanchett: A big year with films and new baby

BY DAN DUNN
Special to the Daily Press

After positioning herself for a run at an
Oscar with her celebrated portrayal of slain
Irish journalist Veronica Guerin earlier this
year, Cate Blanchett is closing out 2003
with a bang. This week, she and Tommy
Lee Jones ride into theaters, guns ablazin’,
in Ron Howard’s western thriller “The
Missing.” In mid-December, she’ll appear
in another film you may have heard a little
something about, “The Lord Of The Rings:
The Return of The King.” Two big movies.
Both expected to generate big at the box
office. Guess that means Blanchett is offi-
cially a big star. And you know what we do
with big stars at the Daily Press, don’t you?
We talk to ‘em ... for you.

Question: What was it like working
with Ron Howard and Tommy Lee Jones?

Cate Blanchett: The experience of
working with Ron was pretty close to per-
fect for me because he has a complete and
utter understanding of what it takes to craft
an exciting and engaging film that takes an
audience along with it. But he never sacri-
fices the detailed moments; the human
moments. Acting is all about revealing what
it’s like to be human. Now, I don’t know
whether it’s because he’s also an actor, or
simply because he’s Ron, but he’s the most
uncomplicated, frank person I’ve ever met
in my life. You always know where you
stand with him. And I have infinite respect
for Tommy Lee as an actor. He has an abili-
ty to access such poignant vulnerability, not
to mention how generous he was with me.

Q: “The Missing” is not your grandfa-
ther’s cowboy and Indians movie. What sets
it apart it from traditional westerns?

CB: To me, the difference is that in the
classic westerns the female characters are
either nonexistent, or they’re the good-
hearted prostitute, or the maiden who needs
to be rescued. They’re not an essential part
of the narrative. They’re not riding along-
side the men. They don’t have the same
potency as they do in “The Missing.”

Q: Your performances in “The Missing”
and “Veronica Guerin” have generated
Oscar buzz. Would winning a Best Actress
statue be the fulfillment of a lifelong dream?

CB: Film was never a Mecca for me,
and frankly I never watched the Oscars
growing up. It wasn’t something my family
culture was particularly focused on. But of
course I think about it now because you
guys talk about it so much.

Q: Speaking of Oscar, Peter Jackson,
who directed you in “The Lord of The
Rings” trilogy, has been shut out the past

two years. Do you think the third time will
be a charm for him?

CB: With or without Oscars, Peter
Jackson is a genius and everybody knows it.
Awards would be nice, but he’s got the
absolute respect of his peers and the public
and I’m sure deep in his heart that makes
him feel great. With or without the Oscars,
he will go on to make other genius films.

Q: What was it like to work on an epic
project such as “The Lord of The Rings”?

CB: 1 shot all of that in three weeks
about 1,000 years ago (laughs). I've always
wanted to work with Peter Jackson, and I’d
work with him again in a blink of an eye.
But it was a very surreal experience for me
because they shot the film for so long, and I
was just in and out very quickly.

Q: You’re starring as Katherine Hepburn
in Martin Scorsese’s “The Aviator.” Any
apprehension about playing someone so
well-known and beloved?

CB: I'm trying to represent somebody
in the same medium in which they were
iconic. The audience rightly feels they have
a sense of ownership over her screen per-
sona. But it’s for Martin Scorsese, the script
is extraordinary, and it’s an enormous chal-
lenge. I’'m not a fearful person, and when I
see something that looks insurmountable,
I’m likely to charge headlong towards it and
give it a go.

Q: What else do you have going on these
days?

CB: I'm in the middle of working on a
Wes Anderson film, and I’m three months
pregnant. So there’s a lot going on in my
life right now. After this film, I’ll be taking
a break for my sanity. Having a rich and
exhilarating life means I have a lot to draw
on when I go back to work.



ENTERTAINMENT E'd

‘Timeline’ — From dumb action
adventure to true comedy

BY DAN DUNN
Special to the Daily Press

There was a point about midway
through “Timeline” when I thought the
guy sitting next to me was on to some-
thing. He’d passed out 15 minutes into the
film. And I mean, OUT COLD. No kid-
ding. But just when I figured I couldn’t
possibly handle any more of the bad act-
ing, ridiculous storyline and wince-induc-
ingly-lame dialogue, something unex-
pected occurred: I started laughing. So did
everyone else in the theater (with the
exception of Sleeping Beauty). Not sure
how it happened, but in the home stretch
“Timeline” went from being one hell of a
dumb action-adventure to one of the fun-
nier films of the year. The insipidness
somehow became a source of comic
relief. 1 don’t think that was director
Richard Donner’s intention, though.

Based on a novel by Michael Crichton,
“Timeline” tells the tall tale of a team of
student archaeologists who travel back in
time to 14th Century France to rescue
their professor, intrepid Scotsman Edward
Johnston (Billy Connolly). The search
party, disguised in Medieval finery, is led
by Johnston’s son, Chris (Paul Walker),
and never mind that Chris isn’t Scottish or
that it always seems as though he’s on the
verge of stripping down to his board
shorts and yelling, “Surf’s up, French
dudes!” This is his excellent adventure,
and we get to go along for the ride. And
Chris isn’t just on a mission to track down

‘Bad Santa’ is terribly good

BY DAN DUNN
Special to the Daily Press

With his outrageously entertaining turn
as a debauched department store Santa,
Billy Bob Thornton has no doubt secured
a spot atop the real Kris Kringle’s naughty
list this year. “Bad Santa” is rude, lewd
and impossibly crude, populated with an
assortment of lowlifes that could make
the seediest of Washington lobbyists
cringe. But if you’re game for a little R-
rated fun during this most wonderful time
of the year, well, “Bad Santa” is a great
holiday gift, all wrapped up in F-bombs
and slaughtered sacred cows. Imagine
“It’s a Wonderful Life,” had it been writ-
ten and performed by the kids from
“South Park.”

Willie T. Stokes (Thornton) is a drunk
and a thief. Every year, he and his midget
partner in crime, Marcus (Tony Cox) pose
as Santa and an elf in order to case and
eventually clean out a department store.
In Phoenix, the degenerate duo find their
annual heist jeopardized by a meddle-
some manager (the late John Ritter in his
final film role) and the store’s corrupt
detective (Bernie Mac). Further compli-
cating matters are Willie’s romance with a
Santa-fetishist bartender (Lauren
Graham) and the presence of a confused
8-year-old boy (Brett Kelly) who believes
the foul-mouthed con-man is indeed the
real Santa Claus.

Directed by Terry Zwigoff (“Crumb,”
“Ghost World”) and written by John

his father, he’s doing his best to bed down
one of the old man’s students, Kate
(Frances O’Connor of “Bedazzled”).
Kate, however, isn’t in the mood for love
— at least, not right off the bat. Realizing
that Chris’ interaction with the French
could dramatically alter history, Kate
must figure out a way to get everyone
back to the future and, hopefully, ensure
that 21st Century Parisians aren’t all talk-
ing like Jeff Spicoli.

So as you’ve probably deduced from
the sarcasm, the casting of Walker was
Donner’s biggest misstep. A gearhead cop
is one thing (2 Fast, 2 Furious”), but the
son of a brilliant European scientist ... uh-
uh. Another flub: Setting the French up as
the heroes, and the Brits the enemy. It
doesn’t take an expert on current events to
know where American audiences’ senti-
ments lie.

(Rated PG-13 for intense battle

sequences and brief language. Running
time: 116 min)

Requa and Glenn Ficarra (the guys who
brought us the decidedly more whole-
some “Cats & Dogs”), “Bad Santa” glee-
fully goes where no other Christmas
movie has gone before — the bottom of
the gutter. Thornton is flat-out brilliant,
delivering an unflaggingly fearless per-
formance as one of the most loathsome
creatures imaginable. He’s a suicidal,
felonious alcoholic who shags women in
the store’s dressing rooms, chain-smokes,
has a vocabulary that would make a sailor
blush, and is prone to soiling his Santa
suit while children sit on his lap. Yet
somehow, in the end, we wind up liking
— or at least, feeling for — Willie. He is
a hopelessly tragic figure, but tragedy
couldn’t be more funny. The supporting
cast is fabulous as well, especially young
Kelly, who never flinches while suffering
all manner of indignities courtesy of his
unholy houseguest.

(Rated R for pervasive language,
strong sexual content and some violence.
Running time: 93 minutes)
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MONDAY NIGHT FOOTBALL

$3 Pints — 1/2 Price on Appetizers During Games

ALl LAKERS &
KINGS GAMES!

*3 Pints

12 Different Beers on tap!

SPORTS GRILL
(Next to 14 below)

8 TVs « 2 Big Screens
Pop-a-shot * 3 Pool Tables
Authentic Philly Cheese Steaks,
Burgers and More!

Open Weekends @ 9am
Breakfast Specials
Showing All NHL & NFL/College Games

Happy Hour 5-7 M-F

*Burger, Fries "
& Pint — 622 :

Buy One at Regular Price & Get the 2nd :

of equal or lesser value for FREE! 1
1

With Coupon. Expires 11/30/03
- e e e e e el

Hahp
Hoﬁdaysyto
You and Yoyyrs!

from the staff at i4 Below!

Next door to Over/Under ¢ (310) 451-5040 « www.l4below.com /

PBritannia Pub

A Great Place to Anchor

1333 Santa Monica Blvd.
(corner of 14th and Santa Monica)
(310) 899-0076

Lunch-Time Delivery Available

Thanksgiving Menu
PRICE: $15.95

Open for Lunch
& Dinner Only

STARTER: Fresh Tomato Basil Soup

ENTREE: Oven Roasted Turkey, Southwestern Cornbread Stuffing, Candied Yams
with Maple Syrup, Whole Cranberry Sauce with Lemon Orange Rind, Medely of
Steamed Vegetables, Roast & Mashed Potatoes, Homemade Turkey Gravy
DESSERT: Honey Sweetened Pumpkin Pie

Reservations Recommended

Enjoy the Holidays with us.

English Premier Soccer League & All NFL Games
via Satellite “Always Live”
Packers Headquarters Every Sunday!
Full Bar * Restaurant ®* Heated Outside Patio

318 Santa Monica Bilvd. * Santa Monica

310-458-5350 * www.britanniapub.com




Page 10 0 Wednesday, November 26, 2003 0 Santa Monica Daily Press

Westside I

LA home prices reach highest levels in more than a decade

By Daily Press staff

The luxury home market in California is
heating up, with Los Angeles values rising
to their highest levels in 12 years and San
Diego homes reaching another record high,
according to the Prestige Home Index™ by
First Republic Bank, one of California’s
leading providers of full-service banking,
investment management, and trust services.

In San Francisco, the luxury home mar-
ket broke a string of three consecutive
down quarters and posted a 2.1 percent
increase in the third quarter of 2003 — a
sign that the market for high-end properties
is starting to recover after several years of
flat or declining prices.

The Index, which has tracked luxury
homes since 1985, found:

M Los Angeles area values climbed 17.1
percent from the third quarter of 2002 and
4.5 percent from the second quarter of
2003. Los Angeles values are now at $1.53
million — their highest level since 1991.

B San Diego area values increased 6.9
percent from the third quarter of 2002 and
4.3 percent from the second quarter of 2003.
Values reached $1.52 million — the region’s
second consecutive quarterly record.

M San Francisco Bay area values fell 0.4
percent from the third quarter of 2002, but
rose 2.1 percent from the second quarter of
2003. Values in the San Francisco Bay area
are still the highest in the state at $2.23 mil-
lion.

“The Los Angeles luxury home market
is booming because of a strengthening
economy, low interest rates, lack of inven-
tory and a rising stock market, while San
Diego continues the recent trend of strong
appreciation,” said Katherine August-
deWilde, chief operating officer of First
Republic Bank. “In San Francisco, values
are beginning to rise, with significant pur-
chasing activity for homes priced up to $2
million. Overall, the luxury home market in
California is heating up.”

LOS ANGELES VALUES HIGHEST
IN 12 YEARS

The third quarter of 2003 marked the
third straight quarter of double-digit gains
in Los Angeles year over year. Los Angeles

values soared 17.1 percent in the third quar-
ter and are at the highest level since 1991,
when the average value was $1.6 million.

“The market is as hot as a pistol right now,”
said agent Myra Nourmand of Nourmand &
Associates in Beverly Hills. “It’s just
absolutely insane.” She noted that a property
which sold for $12.5 million 2 1/2 years ago
is on the market today for $29 million.

“There’s not a lot of product and there
are a lot of buyers,” she said. “The number
of people moving to Los Angeles keeps
growing. People aren’t traveling as much as
they did and are therefore willing to spend
more money at home.”

Barry Sloane, an agent with Sotheby’s in
Beverly Hills agreed.

“In the past two to three months, there’s
been an amazing hike in prices,” he said.
“There is little inventory, and more buyers
than ever.”

Sloane predicted that Los Angeles val-
ues would go higher.

“Los Angeles is one of the least expen-
sive cities in the world and has been under-
priced for a long time,” he said. “There is
genuine demand here and lack of supply. I
think the sky’s the limit in LA I’ve always
said there is no real estate bubble here.”

Joyce Flaherty, an agent with Coldwell
Banker in Beverly Hills, said prices are the
highest she has ever seen, and she doesn’t
expect the market to cool off any time soon.

“More and more people are coming
here, and there are fewer and fewer places
to live,” she said. “The biggest problem is a
lack of land.”

SAN DIEGO AREA VALUES HIT
RECORD HIGH — AGAIN

For the second consecutive quarter, San
Diego values hit a new high. Values rose to
$1.52 million, surpassing the record set in the
second quarter of 2003, when values climbed
to $1.46 million. Since the first quarter of
2000, values are up more than $400,000.

Agents said despite two record quarters,
prices may not appreciate much in the short
term. They noted that while the lower range
of the luxury market remains active, prop-
erties above $3 million are moving slowly.

“It’s paradoxical here in La Jolla,” said

Bonnie Adams, an agent with Coldwell
Banker in La Jolla. “We have a lot of buy-
ers who have the money, but they haven’t
found the right property. Buyers are being
very selective, but I think the market is
going to continue to remain healthy.”

In the upper end of the market, sales are
soft. Linda Sansone, an agent with Willis
Allen in Rancho Santa Fe, said 11 homes
above $5 million had been sold by this time
last year, but only five have sold thus far in
2003.

“The market at $5 million and above is
slow, but anything under $2 million is mov-
ing along,” she said. “Anything under $1
million can’t stay on the market for a day.”

SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA
FALLS SLIGHTLY

Values in the San Francisco Bay area fell
0.4 percent from the third quarter of 2002,
but rebounded 2.1 percent from the second
quarter of 2003, breaking a string of three
straight quarterly declines. Despite the
slight drop year over year, the market
between $1 million and $2 million is hot in
the San Francisco Bay area.

“The market under $2 million is really
strong,” said David Papale, an agent with
Ritchie Hallinan in San Francisco. “We’re
seeing multiple offers on properties, and
we’re seeing a lot of activity. But above $3
million, buyers are being selective.”

Papale noted that a San Francisco prop-
erty recently listed for $1.1 million generat-
ed 18 offers, including 10 offers over $1.2
million.

“Anything under $2 million is the sweet
spot of the market because rates are still
very low,” he said.

David Gowan, an agent with Coldwell
Banker TRI in San Francisco, agreed that
the lower end of the luxury market is
becoming the entry point for many move-
up buyers, but that premier neighborhoods
are still out of reach for many.

“What can you get in San Francisco
under $1 million in any decent neighbor-
hood?” he said. “Properties above $2 mil-
lion that are not well priced are not moving
and we are seeing price reductions. I think
the market is going to stay flat over the next

few quarters.”

In Silicon Valley, buyers are returning,
although activity and prices are still far
below where they were before the technol-
ogy bubble.

“The greatest amount of activity is right
around $1 million,” said Jennifer DeGolia,
an agent with Alain Pinel in Menlo Park.
“We’ve even seen some multiple offers at
$1.5 million and over. I do really sense that
people are getting comfortable with the fact
that the economy is recovering. I think
we’re going to have a very active quarter.”

(The First Republic Prestige Home Index™
is the first statistical model of its kind cus-
tomized to measure changes in homes valued
at more than $1 million in key California
urban markets. Some common features of
luxury homes in the Index are properties that
are 3,000 to 6,000 square feet, have three to
six bedrooms, and three to six bathrooms.
San Francisco Bay area properties include a
cross-section of luxury homes in Alamo,
Atherton, Belvedere, Danville, Healdsburg,
Hillsborough, Lafayette, Los Altos, Los
Gatos, Mill Valley, Moraga, Orinda, Palo
Alto, Piedmont, Portola Valley, Ross, St.
Helena, San Francisco, Saratoga, Sonoma,
Tiburon and Woodside.

Properties in Los Angeles represent a
cross-section of luxury homes in Arcadia,
Beverly Hills, Calabasas, La Cafiada
Flintridge, Encino, Los Angeles, Malibu,
Marina del Rey, North Hollywood, Pacific
Palisades, Pasadena, Playa del Rey, Santa
Monica, Studio City and the West Los
Angeles enclaves of Bel Air, Brentwood and
Westwood. San Diego properties represent
a cross-section of luxury homes in Carlsbad,
Coronado, Del Mar; Encinitas, La Jolla, La
Mesa, Poway, Rancho Santa Fe, San Diego
and Solana Beach. In producing the index,
Case Shiller Weiss draws upon its economic
database and years of experience in track-
ing single-family home values; collects and
cross-checks data from multiple sources;
achieves a weighted balance of validation
elements such as repeat sales, comparable
sales, and physical home characteristics;
and combines this with First Republic’s
extensive local market knowledge).

SANTA MONICA RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS

SOLD
Date Sold
11/18/2003
SOLD
Date Sold
11/20/2003
SOLD
Date Sold

528 14TH ST
SqFt: N/A

List Price: $1,250,000

3016 HIGHLAND AVE
SqFt: N/A List Price: $699,000
Lot Size: 0 Sold Price: $696,000
548 14TH ST
SqFt: 0

List Price: $1,445,000

11/19/2003 Lot Size: 7,496 Sold Price: $1,435,000 Bath: 1.75 11/20/2003 HOD: $185 Sold Price: $365,000 Bath: 1 11/21/2003
SOLD 516 19TH ST SANTA MONICA 90402 SOLD 1008 6TH ST #F  SANTA MONICA 90403 SOLD
Date Sold SqFt: 3,762 List Price: $2,100,000 Bed: 4 Date Sold SqFt: 590 List Price: $360,000 Date Sold
11/19/2003 Lot Size: 8,938 Sold Price: $0 Pool Bath: 3 11/19/2003 HOD: $120 Sold Price: $331,500 11/21/2003
SOLD 428 11TH ST SANTA MONICA 90402 SOLD 630 RAYMOND AVE #4 SANTA MONICA 90405 SOLD
Date Sold SqFt: 1,272 List Price: $1,350,000 Bed: Date Sold SqFt: 1,300 List Price: $499,000 Bed: 2 Date Sold
11/17/2003 Lot Size: 7,496 Sold Price: $1,400,000 Bath: 11/17/2003 HOD: $215 Sold Price: $525,000 Bath: 1.5 11/21/2003
SOLD 2623 4TH ST #6_ SANTA MONICA 90405 SOLD 1139 HARVARD ST #A  SANTA MONICA 90403 SOLD
Date Sold SqFt: 744 List Price: $379,000 Date Sold SqFt: N/A List Price: $869,000 Bed: 3 Date Sold
11/17/2003 HOD: $140 Sold Price: $379,000 11/17/2003 HOD: $238 Sold Price: $845,000 Bath: 2.5 11/21/2003
SOLD 1511 16TH ST #304 SANTA MONICA 90404 SOLD 2222 NEILSON #301 SANTA MONICA 90405

Date Sold SqFt: 538 List Price: $299,900 Bed: 1 Date Sold SqFt: 1,842 List Price: $899,000 Bed: 2

11/21/2003 HOD: $178 Sold Price: $300,000 Bath: 1 11/20/2003 HOD: $450 Sold Price: $850,000 Bath: 2.5 310.309.

SANTA MONICA 90402

Lot Size: 7,500  Sold Price: $1,275,000
SANTA MONICA 90405

SANTA MONICA 90402

SOLD
Date Sold
11/20/2003
SOLD
Date Sold
11/20/2003
SOLD
Date Sold

Bed: 2
Bath: 1.00

SqFt: 775
HOD: $100

Bed: 3
Bath: 2

SqFt: 1,186
HOD: $219

Bed: 3

SqFt: 798

1948 FRANK ST #3
List Price: $289,000
Sold Price: $289,000
2628 KANSAS AVE #3 SANTA MONICA 90404
List Price: $379,000
Sold Pri
1228 14TH ST #102 SANTA MONICA 90404
List Price: $335,000

‘A MONICA 90404
Bed: 1
Bath: 1

SOLD
Date Sold
11/17/2003
SOLD

Date Sold
11/21/2003
SOLD

Date Sold

Bed: 3
Bath: 1.5

$379,000

753 PIER AVE #A  SANTA MONICA 90405

SqFt: 1,414 List Price: $595,000 Bed: 2
HOD: $180 Sold Price: $590,000 Bath: 3
1125 PICO BL #204 SANTA MONICA 90405
SqFt: 848 List Price: $389,000 Bed: 1
HOD: $148 Sold Price: $385,000 Bath: 1
1513 BERKELEY ST #6 LOS ANGELES 90404
SqFt: 1,589 List Price: $625,000 Bed: 2

HOD: $325 Sold Price: $585,000 Bath: 2.5
1513 BERKELEY ST #4 LOS ANGELES 90404

SqFt: 1,793 List Price: $639,000 Bed: 3
HOD: $325 Sold Price: $620,000 Bath: 2.5

2402 4TH ST #4 SANTA MONICA 90405
SqFt: 756 List Price: $549,000
HOD: $140 Sold Price: $540,000
2254 30TH ST SANTA MONICA 90405
SqFt: 4,756 List Price: $1,140,000 #Units: 6
Lot Size: 8,995 Sold Price: $1,075,000 GRM: 15.00

Bed: 1
Bath: 1

Jodi Summers at Boardwalk Realty

4219 ¢ jodis@boardwalkrealty.com
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To wire or not to wire your office is fundamental

IN YOUR
SPACE

By Christina S. Porter

As wireless technology becomes more
sophisticated, many companies are faced
with the decision of whether to wire the
office with cabling or to go wireless when
setting up their network. Being able to
access the e-mail/internet/printer/network
from anywhere in the office has its advan-
tages. Our company is exceptionally proud
of its Web site and our online transaction
management system, and the ability to
access and demonstrate it in the confer-
ence room on a laptop without having to
plug in makes it a lot easier. Frankly, being
able to add one less wire to the tangled
mass in my office is very attractive to me.

The installation process is less invasive
and has been said to have a significantly
lower cost. The mechanics of installing a
wireless local area network include plac-

ing “access points,” radio transceivers
mounted some where in the office, usual-
ly the ceiling, that is connected to the
hardwired network via traditional cabling,
throughout the office. How many access
points are necessary depends on how
many people are using it — usually 12 to
20 users per access point. Any more could
create congestion.

There are different methods to connect
to a wireless network, depending on the
type of device that needs to connect.
Laptops: Just less than half of the laptop
computers hitting the market today come
with an internal adapter, or a wireless local
area network (WLAN) adapter. It has been
predicted that the number will be close to
100 percent within the next four years or so.
Desktop computers: Wireless adapters that
plug into USB ports can connect desktop
computers. PDAs: These connect via PC or
CompactFlash wireless cards. Notebook
computers: You can insert a PC wireless
card into an expansion slot on a notebook
computer to connect. Peripherals: As tech-
nology improves new printers and other
peripherals are being built to be compatible

COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE PROPERTIES LEASED OR SOLD

SOLD/LEASED

11/11/2003 1414-1416 2nd St.
10/14/2003 1453 3rd St.
10/21/2003 1460 4th St.
11/03/2003 1540 7th St.
10/30/2003 1510 11th St.

$28.20/mg 1,130 sq. ft.
$35.40/fs 4,020 sq. ft.
$25.80/fs 2,000 sq. ft.
$31.20/mg 4,164 sq. ft.
$23.40/mg 1,165 sq. ft.

with wireless technology.

According to an article in a commercial
real estate magazine, a serious disadvan-
tage of having a wireless network could
be security. Because the wireless signals
travel on radio frequencies, anyone with a
receiver can tune into your network. In
my office there is a large amount of confi-
dential information going in and out of the
office via e-mail and my personal busi-
ness is becoming increasingly dependent
on e-mail. There are several steps you can
take to securitize your network:

M Keep access points away from open
windows and doors.

B Limit users’ access to their role in
the company to increase network security.

B Access points come programmed
with passwords called “service set identi-
fiers” and the “user devices” must be con-
figured with the correct SSID to access
the network.

W Apparently there is an SSID broad-
cast function that should be turned off that
will hide the network from hackers.

M There are several different ways in
addition to the methods mentioned above

to securitize your wireless network, all of
which include encryption.

The best one is new technology that
was released earlier this year by the Wi-Fi
Alliance called “Wi Fi Protected Access,”
which is described as a “collection of
security enhancements” for both existing
and future networks. A very simple way to
put it is that it works with mutual authen-
tication, between the network and the
user, and employs constantly changing
encryption keys.

It appears that high speed wireless
technology has still not reached critical
mass but is expected to do so in the next
two or three years. When signing a long-
term lease or purchasing a building for
your business, it might be worth a little
research to check out the benefits of wire-
less technology and, possibly, save your-
self some time and money in retrofitting
your space in the next few years.

(Christina S. Porter is a senior associ-
ate at NAI Capital Commercial Real
Estate, specializing in leasing, and selling
office and industrial buildings.)

Real Estate & Tax

Problem Solvers

Did you know your residence and/or vacation home could generate big tax deductions?
Thinking of selling your home now? Next year? When you get ready to retire?
How much will you pay in taxes? Are there any ways to lower those taxes?

We can help you with these and many other similar questions.
With 20+ years of practical experience, we are able to help you analyze
your options and provide solutions. If appropriate, we can show you how to use

mediation to resolve conflicts and/or disputes. Once you make a decision,
we work with you, and your other professionals, to implement your choices.

Consulting & Mediation
Services

(310) 266-0506

Are you considering a major financial decision? Call us for an independent 2nd opinion.

gy =3

PROPERTY OF

THE WEEK

priced home in the city.

2907 DELAWARE AVE.
SANTA MONICA 90404

Fabulous 3 bedroom, 2 bath family home in Santa
Monica on a beautiful tree-lined street in close-nit neigh-
borhood. Includes Ig. master w/spa tub, LR, FR, FDR,
updated kitchen w/breakfast nook, wood floors, new exte-
rior paint + back yard with fountain and avacado trees.
Come and enjoy all of Santa Monica's amenities. Best

$699,000

Boardwalk Realty, Jodi Summers
310.392.1211 - jodis@boardwalkrealty.com
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Countrywide can show you the way home.

At Countrywide, we streamline the home loan process, so

Steve Danziger
Branch Manager

Santa Monica, CA 90401
(310) 434-1800

Steve_Danzigenf@Countrywide.com

o oy o Loty e
L e

you can close faster and easier than you ever thought
possible. In fact, we often close in 10 days or less.

o Fast up-front approval ®

° As lictle as no- o low-down payment options available.
Local decision makers with the power to say “YES"
We've already helped over 2 million Americans move into a

home of their own, VWe would like 1o help you next

100 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 600

BB Countrywide:

HOME LOANS
Easy. Really."
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Schwarzenegger seeks $1.9B in immediate budget cuts

BY DON THOMPSON

Associated Press Writer

SACRAMENTO — Transportation spending would
be cut by $530 million and health and human services by
$440 million this fiscal year under $1.9 billion in budget
cuts proposed this week by Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger.

Education would absorb $160 million in cuts this year
and next under the proposal Schwarzenegger presented
to legislative leaders, a copy of which was obtained by
The Associated Press.

The new governor’s finance director, Donna Arduin,
plans to outline the proposed cuts to the Assembly and
Senate budget committees Tuesday, along with details of
Schwarzenegger’s proposals for a $15 billion borrowing
and spending limit package he wants voters to consider
in March.

Legislators have grown increasingly anxious as they
await details of Schwarzenegger’s borrowing and spend-
ing cut proposals, with a Dec. 5 deadline drawing near
and a Thanksgiving break looming.

But they’re likely to be unhappy as well with his pro-
posals for nearly $2 billion in cuts, with more to follow
when the Republican governor presents next year’s pro-
posed budget in January.

I think there’s some real concerns about them _ the
impact they have on people,” said a Democratic legisla-
tive budget analyst. *“There’s things in here we rejected
last year.”

The proposals include a 10 percent reduction in Medi-
Cal provider rates on top of an already approved 5 percent
cut, to save nearly $152 million; eliminating state wage
assistance to the staff of long-term care facilities to save
$46 million; eliminating respite care and recreational activ-
ities for the developmentally disabled to save $69 million.

While health and human services programs would be
cut $440 million in the second half of this fiscal year,

UNIVERSAL ART

“Best Framer in Los Angeles”
LA Magazine

Catering to the Interior Design
and Film Industry

v Speedy & professional service
v All work done on the premises
v Special discounts to the trade

Your family portraits deserve a professional touch.

when ends June 30, they would absorb $1.163 billion in
cuts next year under Schwarzenegger’s proposal.

The biggest block of cuts is $1 billion to the Business,
Transportation and Housing Agency, more than half of
which would be lost transportation spending to help fill
the deficit in the state’s general fund. That agency would
take a $417 million cut next year as well.

The state also would postpone $475 million in vehicle
license fee reimbursements until 2006-7, and delay $105
million in reimbursements to local governments for flood
control projects.

Also Monday, Arduin named a three-member volun-
teer panel of experts to advise Schwarzenegger on the
$15 billion in borrowing he wants voters to approve on
the March ballot. Schwarzenegger wants lawmakers to

put the borrowing before voters along with a measure
that would limit spending, in a bid to resolve the state’s
current budget crisis and prevent a recurrence.

The advisory panel will be chaired by Carl E. Reichardt,
retired chairman and chief executive officer of Wells Fargo
& Co. and Wells Fargo Bank. He is a board member and
chairs the finance committee of Ford Motor Co.

It also will include John A. Bohn, chairman and chief
executive officer of GlobalNet Venture Partners LLC, an
international financial advisory and consulting firm. He
previously was president and CEO of Moody’s Investors
Service.

The third member is Robert E. Denham, a finance
lawyer with the law firm of Munger, Tolles & Olson. He
previously was chairman and CEO of Salomon Inc.
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Thanksgiving goods in short supply

PICKETERS, from page 1

of profits for the unionized chain
stores, workers at all three are on
strike — and that means all three
outlets will be closed on
Thanksgiving Day this year.

To help handle the boom in busi-
ness, Whole Foods, which is usually
closed on Thanksgiving, has decided
to open its doors, but only until 4
p.m. Co-opportunity general manag-
er Will Simon said his store will be
closed as it is on every Thanksgiving,
to give workers family time.

“We’ve seen a lot of new faces,”
Simon, 69, said of the strike. “It’s the
kind of boost you don’t want because
people are suffering. But the shop-
pers have to go somewhere.”

While picketers asked shoppers to
turn around Tuesday afternoon, some
of the tensions of the seven-week
strike were apparent.

As people trickled in and out of
Vons at Broadway and Lincoln
Boulevard, Tom Hancock, 47, of

West LA, a checker at the store for
the past eight years, told customers,
“How about shopping at Ralphs?
There’s no picket line at Ralphs.
You’re hurting 87,000 families.”

Some shoppers ignored him.
Others defended themselves angrily,
saying they were against the strike
and not to bother them.

Robert Garcia, 34, a general con-
tractor who lives in Santa Monica,
said he was sick of the attitude
exhibited by some picketers. Garcia
was at the store with his son buying
chapstick Tuesday. He said he had
already gotten a free turkey from
Vons earlier in the week.

“I’ve got to get out there and work
every single day,” Garcia said,
adding that if the workers aren’t
happy with their pay and benefits
they should start looking for new
jobs. “I’'m not trying to make or
break these people.”

Inside, manager
Loudermilk  wouldn’t

Brian
comment

except to say what was obvious to
anybody shopping — it was slow, it
has been slow and it will stay slow
until the union and the corporate
executives settle their differences.

Many of the picketers said they
were holding out hope that the recent
decision by delivery drivers to join
the strike will lend some weight to
their cause and initiate some resolu-
tion. Inventory on store shelves
already is less stocked than it was
before the strike.

But until then, Hancock said the
workers will continue their picket-
ing, which has been reduced from 24
hours to coincide with store hours.
Most unionized grocery stores now
close at 10 p.m.

“Because it’s in its seventh week,
more people are shopping now than
in the first week or two,” Hancock
said. “But I can tell you that a lot of
people, a lot of people in this neigh-
borhood have really been caring
about us.”
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Judge decides no prison for
three medical pot workers
in West Hollywood center

BY DAISY NGUYEN

Associated Press Writer

LOS ANGELES — A federal judged
cited a “lesser harm doctrine” when he
ruled Monday that three men who plead-
ed guilty to running a West Hollywood
medical marijuana center shall receive no
prison time.

U.S. District Judge A. Howard Matz
expressed admiration for the men’s work
in helping sick patients during the sen-
tencing hearing in which he ordered they
serve only one year of probation and up to
250 hours of community service. Each
were also ordered to pay a $100 fee, but
their bail of $25,000 was exonerated.

“Though it was hard to keep faith in
the system throughout this process, I
know mine was restored today,” defen-
dant Scott Imler said as he thanked Matz
for his leniency and prosecutors for treat-
ing him with “dignity and respect.”

Matz conceded he was navigating
“somewhat uncharted shoals” in making
the downward departure from sentencing
guidelines, but was resolute in ruling that
Imler, along with Jeff Yablan and Jeffrey
Farrington “committed a crime to avoid the
harm of the greater suffering of patients”
by giving them medical marijuana.

“They didn’t do it for money or politi-
cal leverage,” Matz said during an emo-
tional sentencing hearing attended by
many of the defendants’ supporters,
including former patients of the Los
Angeles Cannabis Resource Center.

Imler, Yablan and Farrington faced up
to 30 months in federal prison after strik-
ing a plea bargain with prosecutors. They
ran the medical marijuana center for five
years until 2001 when federal agents raid-
ed the center and shut it down.

During that period, Matz said the men
scrupulously adhered to rules established

under Proposition 215, the nation’s first
medical marijuana law, which allowed
Californians with cancer, HIV and certain
other chronic medical conditions to grow
and use marijuana to ease nausea and
other health problems, if a physician rec-
ommends it.

The 1996 state law, however, conflict-
ed with federal law banning the cultiva-
tion, possession and use of marijuana,
even for medical purposes. The conflict-
ing laws have led to numerous raids of
medical marijuana centers and lawsuits.

Matz cited letters from local authori-
ties, including county Sheriff Lee Baca
and Assemblywoman Jackie Goldberg, D-
Los Angeles, who noted that Imler, the
president of the Cannabis Resource
Center, openly discussed the center’s
operation with them. The center was pro-
viding marijuana to about 960 patients
suffering from AIDS, epilepsy, glaucoma,
cancer and other serious illnesses before it
was shut down, said Imler’s attorney,
Ronald Kaye.

Matz also read “heartfelt” letters from
former patients and friends, including one
from a friend of Imler who said he made
“a difference in lives that amounted to lit-
tle else than loneliness, grief and prema-
ture extinction.” He mentioned a letter
from Imler’s doctor, who said he was
diagnosed with advanced stage lung can-
cer and was scheduled to undergo surgery
next week.

The judge said the entire prosecution
was “badly misguided” and he said he
was baffled and disturbed that the Drug
Enforcement Agency and prosecutors
wasted so much time and money in pros-
ecuting the case.

He admonished prosecutors for calling
Imler’s medical condition “not an extraor-
dinary impairment.”

Recall effort against Nevada
Governor Kenny Quin fails

BY BRENDAN RILEY

Associated Press Writer

CARSON CITY, Nev. — An anti-tax
group trying to recall Nevada Gov. Kenny
Guinn gave up this week, acknowledging
not enough signatures were gathered to
qualify for the ballot.

Chris Hansen of The Committee to
Recall Gov. Guinn said more than 51,000
signatures were gathered by volunteers—
far short of the 128,109 needed to force a
recall vote next year.

The recall leaders filed their petition
with the secretary of state’s office a day
ahead of the Tuesday deadline, listing
only three names — Hansen, Tony Dane
and Ron Wade, all of Las Vegas.

The recent recall of former California
Gov. Gray Davis “really crucified us,”
Hansen said. “That was such a circus,
such a show, with a stripper, a porn star,
Gary Coleman as candidates.

“People thought it would probably be
the same here, while in truth it would
have been an election to keep or not keep
Guinn as governor,” Hansen said.

Hansen said a controversy over loca-

tions of signature-gatherers in and around
state buildings prompted a would-be con-
tributor to back out of the recall effort,
and organizers couldn’t afford to pay peo-
ple to collect signatures.

Organizers said they gathered enough
signatures if the issue had been an initia-
tive petition or referendum, rather than a
recall, but Guinn questioned whether the
recall organizers really had all the names
they said.

“While the small group of people who
started this recall said they collected more
than 51,000 signatures, that doesn’t make
it true,” Guinn said.

The Republican governor, who support-
ed a record tax increase this year, said the
recall effort failed “because the vast majori-
ty of Nevadans support me and the efforts I
have made to make Nevada a better place.”

The recall committee, a group of con-
servatives from several political parties,
was formed in response to Guinn’s pro-
posal for more than $1 billion in new and
increased taxes. After a divisive legisla-
tive session that stretched into two special
sessions, Guinn signed into law a record
$833.5 million tax package.
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Protests mark Bush’s first visit to Vegas as president

BY KEN RITTER

Associated Press Writer

LAS VEGAS — President Bush came to Las Vegas
Tuesday to raise money and support among Nevada res-
idents, but hundreds also turned out to show their anger
at his decisions to approve the Yucca Mountain nuclear
waste repository and his Medicare proposals.

Bush addressed Medicare at a recently opened Las
Vegas hospital and attended a $2,000 a plate fund-raiser
luncheon at the Venetian hotel-casino on the Las Vegas
Strip. Protesters picketed both locations.

Security was tight outside The Venetian as about 1,200
people peacefully walked a line separated from tourists
by metal barricades. Police reported no arrests.

Many demonstrators carried signs reading “No Nuke
Dump in Nevada.” Others brought handmade signs refer-
ring to broken promises and issues including the Iraq
war, union policies, Medicare, abortion policy, and the
Patriot Act.

Opponents of Yucca Mountain say Bush broke a cam-
paign pledge to let “sound science” decide if the nation’s
nuclear repository should open 90 miles northwest of Las
Vegas. That was interpreted in Nevada as a chance to stop
the Yucca Mountain project.

Congress in July 2002 approved the plan to store
77,000 tons of radioactive waste in the state, and Bush
concurred. The Energy Department is preparing to apply
to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission for a license to

open the repository in 2010.

The decision came as the Energy Department contin-
ued to look at 293 scientific questions.

“As a Nevadan, of course, I’'m upset about Yucca
Mountain,” said protester Diane Hart, 42, a retired Las
Vegas businesswoman. “But he’s not going to change his
mind. What we have to do is change presidents.”

“I'd feel real good with a sign say-
ing, ‘Stand behind our troops.”

— LINDA OSBORNE
Tourist

“I think it was a done deal before he ever took office,”
said Marsha Forkos, Sierra Club southern Nevada group
chairwoman and another protest organizer. “We want to
make him aware that Nevada is not going to just roll over
and play dead.”

Not everyone at the Venetian was there to protest.

“I’d feel real good with a sign saying, ‘Stand behind
our troops,”’ said tourist Linda Osborne, 57, of
Kingsport, Tenn. She and her husband, Don, were disap-
pointed they didn’t see Bush’s motorcade, which used a
rear hotel entrance and did not pass the protesters.

Earlier, Bush spoke for 30 minutes to about 200 invit-

ed guests at Spring Valley Hospital.

The president called Tuesday’s vote by the Senate to
approve sweeping changes to Medicare a “major victory”
that will strengthen and modernize the system. The legis-
lation that includes a new prescription drug benefit for 40
million older and disabled Americans goes to Bush for
his signature.

“We inherited a good Medicare system. It has worked,
but it was becoming old and needed help,” Bush said.

Jackie Johnson, a surgical nurse at another Las Vegas
hospital and a member of the Service Employees
International Union, joined about 45 union members who
waved signs and chanted as the president’s motorcade
arrived at the hospital.

Johnson said the Medicare changes proposed by the
Bush administration, coupled with changes to worker
overtime policies, would mean “more work, less help,
sicker patients.”

“We need to study the broken system before making
changes so fast,” she said.

The president left Tuesday afternoon for Phoenix and
another campaign stop on his way to Crawford, Texas, to
spend Thanksgiving with his family.

Bush didn’t campaign in Las Vegas in 2000, but did visit
Lake Tahoe to raise $300,000 for his campaign and
$240,000 for the Republican Party. He carried the state and
its four electoral votes in 2000, 49.5 percent to 45.9 percent.

Because of redistricting, the state now has five elec-
toral votes.
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Senate gives its final
approval for Medicare
prescription drug benefit

BY MARK SHERMAN
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — The Senate gave
final congressional approval Tuesday to
the most sweeping changes to Medicare
since its creation in 1965, including a new
prescription drug benefit for 40 million
older and disabled Americans. The 54-44
vote sends the bill to President Bush, who
is eager to sign it into law.

Supporters said the $395 billion meas-
ure, which gives private insurers a large
new role in health care for seniors, was a
long overdue change for the 38-year-old
Medicare program.

Drug coverage won’t begin until 2006,
although seniors next year will be able to
purchase a drug discount card that offi-
cials said could reduce their pharmacy
bills by 15 to 25 percent.

Seniors “will finally have the prescrip-
tion drug coverage they need and the
choices they deserve,” Senate Majority
Bill Frist of Tennessee said. “At the same
time, it preserves traditional Medicare.”

Democratic opponents complained that
the bill was a giveaway to insurers and
drug companies. Sen. Edward M.
Kennedy, D-Mass., said it will dump sen-
iors “in the cold arms of the HMOs.”

While Frist and others called it a bipar-
tisan vote, the tally fell largely along party
lines. Forty-two  Republicans, 11
Democrats and an independent backed the
legislation. Nine conservative Republicans
joined 35 Democrats in opposition.

The GOP-controlled House passed the
bill near dawn on Saturday on a 220-215
vote, also split by party affiliation.

Senate Democratic leader Tom Daschle
of South Dakota said Republicans would
pay a price in coming elections because
“seniors by an overwhelming margin
oppose this legislation.”

Republicans relished their political tri-
umph on an issue that Democrats have
long exploited in political campaigns.

Bush sees signing the bill as fulfilling
both his and many lawmakers’ campaign
promises.

“Modernizing Medicare will make the
system better and enable us to say to sen-
iors we kept our promise,” Bush said after
visiting Army troops Monday at Fort
Carson, Colo.

When the legislation made it through
the Senate for the first time, in June,
Daschle and Kennedy were part of the
overwhelming 76-21 vote for the bill. In
months of closed-door negotiations,
majority  Republicans and  two
Democratic senators forged a compro-
mise bill that most Democrats believed
was skewed to favor private insurers at
the expense of traditional Medicare.

“It didn’t have to be this way,”
Kennedy said.

At its heart, the Medicare legislation
was designed as a grand bargain, with the
new drug coverage for all Medicare bene-
ficiaries long sought by Democrats com-
bined with a Republican-backed plan to
give private insurance companies a vast
new role in health care for the program’s
beneficiaries.

Under the legislation, seniors would be
eligible beginning next year to purchase a
Medicare-backed discount drug card at a

cost estimated at $30 a year. The adminis-
tration estimated the card would mean
savings of between 15 percent and 25 per-
cent off retail prices; critics argued those
numbers were wildly inflated.

Beginning in 2006, the legislation
would allow seniors to purchase coverage
for their prescription drugs. GOP officials
estimated the drug insurance premium
would be $35 a month, with a $250
deductible. The coverage would pay 75
percent of costs after that until a recipi-
ent’s drug costs reached $2,250. After
that, there would be no drug coverage
until a recipient’s out-of-pocket expenses
reached $3,600, or roughly $5,100 in
overall prescription expenses. Above that
level, insurance would pick up roughly 95
percent of costs.

“It didn’t have to be
this way.”

— SEN. EDWARD M. KENNEDY
D-Mass.

The measure included subsidies for
low-income seniors.

The scope of the bill went far beyond
prescription drugs, though, including an
additional $25 billion for rural hospitals
and health care providers, a requirement
for higher-income seniors to pay more for
Medicare Part B coverage and billions of
dollars to discourage corporations from
eliminating existing coverage for their
retirees once the new government pro-
gram began.

The bill would satisfy other goals of
conservatives, including creation of tax-
preferred health savings accounts, open to
individuals who purchase high-deductible
health insurance policies.

Most contentious of all, the legislation
would create a limited program of direct
competition between traditional Medicare
and private plans, beginning in 2010.
Conservatives argued that would help
bring down the cost of Medicare over the
long run, while critics said it would priva-
tize the program and lead to “cherry pick-
ing” of relatively healthy seniors by insur-
ance companies and higher premiums for
those seniors who remained under the
government-designed benefit.

Arguments for the bill stressed that the
pot of money set aside for the drug bene-
fit would disappear in a time of budget
deficits if lawmakers did not seize the
opportunity now to end years of deadlock.
“If we don’t do this at this time, it may be
years” before another opportunity comes
along, said Sen. Charles Grassley, R-
Iowa, an architect of the bill.

Democratic critics retorted that a bad
bill would be worse than no legislation at
all, despite their long-standing support for
drug coverage for seniors in Medicare.

The bill’s path to passage was cleared
in the Senate on a pair of procedural
votes, including a cliffhanger decided
only when Sen. Trent Lott of Mississippi,
the former Senate Republican leader,
sided with the current GOP leaders. Lott
voted against the overall bill.

We encourage you to visit the Santa
Monica Historical Society Museum —
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Employme

$3 - 5K per week income poten-
tial work from home, NOT MLM.
(800)570-3782 Ext. 4020.

2 POSITIONS: Dental Assistant
Santa Monica x-ray license.
RDA preferred call (310)395-
1261 or fax/resume (310)395-
6645.

AUTO PROFESSIONAL
WANTED:

Looking to get back into the car

business? SANTA MONICA
FORD has a few spots availa-
ble for the right candidate. Call

the Sales Manager at
(310)451-1588

BEAUTY STYLIST'S for new
Fantastic Sams Salon in Santa
Monica. Guarantee 9/hr and up.
(310)890-1222

EXPERIENCED TELEMARK-
ETERS only. Needed to set ap-
pointments for salvage pick-up
non-profit  organization. Work
from home. $400/wk. potential
call Manny (310)753-4909.

FIGURE MODEL wanted. Fit fe-
male model wanted for figure
drawing by artist. No experi-
ence necessary. Call (818)501-
0266

HOST/HOSTESS, BUSBOY,
dishwasher. Benihana. 310-
260-1423. 1447 4th St. Santa
Monica

JACK OF all trade. Knowledge
of plumbing, carpentry, electri-
cal, concrete helpful. P, f/ call
(310)258-9030.

NOW HIRING counter servers,
cashiers, busser. Apply in per-
son 3-5pm, Mon-Fri. 2901
Ocean Park blvd. #102 Santa
Monica 90405.

PART -TIME Cashier for a

Hardware store, experience
necessary.
1158.

Call  (310)395-

ALL STORE fixtures for sale.
Bel Mondo going out of biz,
1413 Montana Ave. (310)394-
7272.

2 BEDROOM apartment furni-
ture for sale . For complete de-
scription & details. Call Paul

Lorda  (310)395-2558  or
(310)804-0810.

7 PIECE Bedroom Set. All
brand new! Wood sleigh bed,
mattress set, nightstand, and
more. Moving and must sell!
List $2500. Giveaway $795.
(310)350-3814.

CHERRY SLEIGH Bed. Solid
wood. Still in box. List $795.
Sacrifice $295. (310)350-3814

ITALIAN HOME &
GARDEN FURNISHINGS
Mid-Century Venetian Glass
Tuscan Ceramics ® Deruta Dinnerware

Florentine Leather « Chandeliers
Antique Linens » Jewelry

702 MONTANA AVENUE IN SANTA MONICA
(310) 394-8989
www.PonteV.com

ITALIAN LEATHER Sofa &
Loveseat Brand new, still in
crate from designer home
show. List $3000. Sacrifice
$995. Must sell!
(310)350-3814.

QUEEN ORTHO Mattress Set.
New, still in plastic w/warranty.
Must sell. $125 (310)350-3814.

Will deliver!
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Call 310-458-7737 and promote your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 15,000.

KING DOUBLE Pillowtop Mat-
tress Set. Brand new, brand

name. Must sell! List $895. Sac-
rifice $295. (310)350-3814

Claude Short

Auto Sales Dealer

C Toral 2

OF SANTA MONICA

QUEEN DOUBLE Pillowtop
Mattress Set. Plush, name
brand, still in plastic. Warranty.
Was $595. Sacrifice $175.
(310)350-3814.

Vehicles for rent

’01 FORD CONTOUR SE
VIN 104622 $6,995 Good
Commuter Car, Low Miles,

Low Emission. Vehicle runs on
Natural gas or Unleaded.

’01 Ford Expedition

Call for price, silver, loaded
97 GMC SONOMA
pick/up VIN 521973 50K
bed liner $5995

& more! (vin#UBR772)

Lally 94 DODGE CARAVAN
rentals ’00 Ford Explorer VIN 635648 7 passenger V6
LOW DAILY/WEEKLY RATES $3995

$12,995 (ID#B30956)

w Insurance Billing
u Unlimited Mileage

on most cars, minivans
u Free Pick-Up Service

94 PLYMOUTH ACCLAIM
xInt cond. 2 dr, H/back. Tiel
98k mi. CIn & shiny.$1695

’98 Lincoln Continental 02 FORD TAURUS
4DR VIN 112783

$11,995 LOADED! One Owner $4995

Vehicles for sale

FOR
SALE

“Classic” 1982
Jeep Wagoneer

CLEAN! (ID#B626495)

93 TOYOTA PREVIA
Mini Van VIN 112783
One owner $4995
’01 Ford Expedition XLT
$26,995 SHARP!

EXTRA CLEAN! (ID#193078)

85 PLMOUTH HORIZON
VIN 208202 $1995 1 owner
good transportation

70 BUICK RIVIERA
VIN 925668 Classic $6500

65 VW BUG

Solid Vehicle, Very Reliable, VIN 260574 $5495

Custom Seats, CD sounds,
Surf Racks, lots of love
in this Truck.

$2500 FIRM.
(310) 699-7835

YOUR AD HERE

ADVERTISE!!! Santa Monica Daily Press Classifieds

310.458.7737

 Commemillemse |
ENJOY LIFE ON THE 3RD STREET PROMENADE

GREAT LIVE/WORK SPACE

B

'97 Ford Explorer

$8,995 (ID#A41915)
2501 Lincoln Blvd.

1230 Santa Monica Blvd. in Venice

310-451-1588

(310) 395-3712

= A L A Bt tad r

Walk to the Beach 4 Pedestrian Lifestyle ¢ Beautiful Studio Apts. from $1,100 per month

310-394-9833 —

MAITRCRCLITAM Paritie

Vehicles for sale

*One year lease minimum term. Utilities, Stove, & Refrigerator included.

INFINITT

of Santa Monica

OF SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

CARC)

7’00 BMW X5 4.4i%
Sport Pkg! V8, Loaded, Low
Mileage! BEAUTIFUL! (H02400)

2003 INFINITI G35
COUPE 2D

V6, Automatic, Leather,
Moon Roof (206812)
2002 LEXUS 1S 300
SPORT CROSS

4D, Hatchback, Moon, Rear
Spoiler, Lthr (042025)

#’02 Infiniti Q45 Navi
THE EXECUTIVE RIDE!
All Loaded, Low Miles
(v002529) 3 More Available

%03 Infiniti G35 Sedan#
DVD Navi, Prem whis, Loaded
(v006982)

+*’01 Ford Mustang#
CONVERTIBLE! Automatic

2, ther. B837F) 2002 TOYOTA ECHO
2D Coupe, 5-Speed
7’02 Audi ASL* (206328)
FULLY LOADED! Premium Whis,
Bose Premium Sound (001079) 2000 LEXUS RX 300

4D Sport Utility, Automatic,
Moon, Roof Rack (146978)

2000 VOLKSWAGEN
JETTA GLS

4D Sedan, Automatic,
Moon Roof (089016)

1999 LEXUS LX 470

4D Sport Utility, Automatic,
Leather, Moon (075956)

#’02 Honda S2000+

4-Cyl. 2.0L VTEC, Leather,
6-Speed, Manuel (8767P)

#*’02 Lexus IS300*
Sport Cross, LOADED! Prem
Wheels, Leather (043651)

#'00 Volvo V70 XC AWD #
SE Wagon

2.4L Turbo, Moon, alloys
VALUE PRICED! (v707506)

1100 Santa Monica Bivd

1401 Santa Monica Blvd.
310-394-1888
infinitiofsantamonica.com

LAcarGUYcom

Commercial Lease

59>

CENTURY WEST PROPERTIES
EXCEPTIONAL WESTSIDE RENTALS
LEASING CENTER

1437 SEVENTH STREET, SUITE 200
SANTA MONICA

COMPLEMENTARY RENTAL LIST &

LEASING CONSULTATION
WALK-INS WELCOME 10AM — 6PM DAILY
(310) 899-9580
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ETOYOTA

SANTA MANICA

2001 TOYOTA
AVALON
TOYOTA CERTIFIED
Leather, Moonroof
& Much More
(X14152527)

2001 TOYOTA
4RUNNER
TOYOTA CERTIFIED
12K miles (20258224)

2001 SIENNA XLE
TOYOTA CERTIFIED
Lthr, Fully Equipped
(24483153)

2002 BMW 325i
10K Miles, Like New
(2NJ21495)

2002 TOYOTA
SEQUOIA
TOYOTA CERTIFIED
Limited, Super Clean
(25090449)

2001 TOYOTA
PRIUS
TOYOTA CERTIFIED
Rare Find (10036045)

832 Santa Monica Blvd.
800-944-4157

LAcarGUYcom

DRUM
home! Great w/children & be-
ginners, first lesson FREE! Call
Tom (310)422-2699.

LESSONS in your

TROMBONE TUITION all levels
by master of music graduate in
your home call Lane (310)458-
6607.

DO YOU HAVE SERIOUS
ACNE?

Patients will be paid $500.00
for
6 visits over 6 months.
Looking for women between
the ages of 14-45 with seri-
ous acne who could partici-
pate in an FDA clinical study.
Women cannot be on
accutane or Retin-A.

All medication,
physicals and visits are
Free. No insurance is neces-
sary and all is confidential.
Interested participants
should contact Christine
@(323)937-7811

GEORGETOWN LAKE MT De-
luxe 4 bdrm overlooking pristine
mountain lake.  Blue ribbon
fishery. Minutes from Jack Nick-
laus golf course. Hike, boat,
swim, horseback ride. Wildlife
galore. Stunning sunset views.
$1200 per week. (310) 899-
3777

3RD STREET PROMENADE
Apts. Ocean views, remodeled

units 1+1, $1500-$2000, 2+2
$2100-$2500. 1453 3rd Street.

MOVE IN SPECIALS!
(310)862-1000.

501 N. Venice single. Stove, re-
frigerator, carpet, utilities includ-
ed, laundry, parking, no pets.
$850/mo. (310)574-6767.

PACIFIC PALISADES
$1100- $1450
1 Bdrm. and Single Gorgeous,
newly remodeled,new tile,
pool,some views, walk to vil-
lage.
974 Haverford
(310)454-8837

PACIFIC PALISADES:
$1450

gorgeous 1 bdrm, newly
remodeled, pool,some views,
walk to village.
974 Haverford 310-454-8837

S.M. $1725.00 On 18th near
SM Blvd. 2bdrm, 1.5ba. Town-
house. Intercome entry, Appli-
ances, wetbar, fireplace, private
patio, 2-car garage. Info:
(310)828-4481.

SANTA MONICA $1100, 2 bed-

SANTA MONICA 2 bdrm 1
bath, no pets. 2301 Ocean Park
Blvd. #4 $1495/mp. (310)372-
4374.

SANTA MONICA Nortth of Wil-
shire. Prime location, upper 1
bdrm, 1 bath. Private deck,
breakfast nook, hardwood
floors, paid utilities, backyard.
$1295/mo. Open house Satur-

day and Sunday 10-1pm
(310)395-1495.
SANTA  MONICA:  $1100,

2+1,lower, patio, new paint, qui-
et building, month to month.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA: $575, bache-
lor, upper, carpet, laundry, utilit-
ies included, nice location.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA: $800, studio,
carpet, large closets, laundry,
quiet, blinds, nice location.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA: $895, 1+1,
lower, carpet, laundry, new
paint, blinds, parking included.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

VENICE BEACH

$1295 & UP

GRAND OPENING
Historic craftsman style bldg.
Newly remodeled, 1 bedroom,
1 bath. Step to the sand!
Wood floors, tiled kitchen

rooms, patio, washer hookups, Open House
new tile, parking included, daily 12-5pm
month to month, lower unit.

(310)395-7368 20 BROOKS
www.westsiderentals.com 310-899-9580
SANTA MONICA

WESTWOOD

$1195 & UP

Newley renovated bachelor.
Hardwood, large balconies
w/ocean views. Microwave &
refridgerator. Across from
the beach.

Open House
daily 11-5pm
2121 OCEAN AVE.
310-899-9580

SANTA MONICA $1300/mo. 2
bdrm 1 1/2 bath, upper, carpets,
blinds, refrigerator, stove, laun-
dry, parking, no pets. 9th Street
North of Wilshire. (310)456-
5659.

SANTA MONICA $2289, 3+3,
near Promenade, r/s, hardwood
floors, fireplace, w/d, a/c, park-
ing available, balcony.
(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $825, studio,
refrigerator, laundry, bright, very
nice unit, lots of closets, new
lighting.
(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $895, 1+1,
laundry, convenient location,
new floors, parking & some util-
ities included.
(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA 1244 11th
Street unit A/D $1450/mo. $200
off move-in. Stove, carpet,
blinds, balcony, laundry, no
pets. (310)393-6322.

SINGLE ENCLOSED garage
wanted in Santa Monica area
call Jim. (310)226-6102.

SANTA MONICA 1318 Euclid
#1, 1 bdrm, 1 bath, private pa-
tio, pets negotiable, $1395/mo.
(310)395-1495.

LUXURY WILSHIRE HI-RISE,
2+2 condo, balcony, wet-bar,
master
walk-in closet, w/d, central a/c,
24 hr security, pool, spa,gym,
tennis, AVAILABLE NOW!
$2150 month to month.
(310)714-2151.

WLA $1285 spacious 2 bdrm. 1
3/4 bath. Near Bundy/SM Bivd.
Large closets, fireplace & park-
ing. Small building. (310)828-
4481.

Houses For Rent

SANTA MONICA $1050, bun-
galow, 1+1, chaming unit, hard-
wood floors, month to month,
bright.
(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1620,
charming duplex,2 bdrms, prvt
patio, dining room, pet ok, r/s,
hardwood floors, yard.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $2225, house,
3+2, pet ok, blocks to beach,
r/s, hardwood floors, fireplace,
laundry, large patio.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA: $1295, tri-
plex, 1+1, r/s, carpet, yard, re-
modeled kitchen, utilities includ-
ed.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

WLA HOUSE for rent 3 bdrm 2
ba, great location. $3K/mo.
(310)455-2415.

SANTA MONICA: $1500, tri-
plex, 2+1, lower, pet ok, r/s,
hardwood floors, laundry, quiet.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA: $995, guest
house, pet ok, r/s, laundry,
parking included, near SMC.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

Roommates

2 BDRM 2 1/2 bath w/garage in
Santa Monica, 4th & Wilshire
area. Mature female preferred
$800/mo. Utilities paid.
(310)395-8365.

FREE RUN ANY AD FREE
WITH

WESTSIDERENTALS.COM
(310)395-7368

SANTA MONICA $550, prvt.
bdrm., r/s, dishwasher, hrdwd
flrs, laundry, walk to everything,
parking and utilities included.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $637, prvt
bdrm, /s, hardwood floors,
large closets, laundry, quiet
area, month to month.
(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $675, private
bdrm and bath, beach close,
prime location, r/s, bright, dish-
washer, large closet.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA: $500, shared
condo, prvt room, r/s, near
SMC, gated parking, utilities in-
cluded.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA: $595, shared
duplex, prvt. room, pet ok,laun-
dry, private entry, near SMC.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

Commercial Lease

SANTA MONICA
OFFICES

* CHARMING MEDITERRANEAN STYLE
* NEAR PROMENADE - WINDOWS OPEN
* GARDEN COURTYARD BUILDING

* TELEPHONE SYSTEM INCLUDED

* NEW PAINT AND CARPET

* FURNISHED AVAILABLE

* SHORT OR LONG TERM

* PARKING INCLUDED

*2TO 4 ROOMS

* AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY

310.395.4620

$1450.00 AND UP

MDR ADJ: 2 offices in newer
building 389 sq. ft. $550, 621
sq. ft. $800. (310)390-7487.

NAI Cariral COMMES

Specializing
in Leasing
& Selling
Office &
Industrial

Christina S. Porter
Senior Associate

Buildings

310-440-8500 x.104

SANTA MONICA retail store for
lease. 1740 Ocean Park Blvd.
Approx. 600 sqg/ft. remodeled,
skylights, finished concrete
floors, a/c. Good for clothing, art
or books. $1500/mo. (310)753-
2621.

SANTA MONICA 1427 THIRD
STREET PROMENADE 900
SQ/FT OFFICE/CREATIVE
SPACE. SHARE KITCHEN.

INCLUDES DSL, HIGH
CEILINGS. $2000 PER
MONTH. AVAILABLE

DECEMBER 1 OR SOONER.

CALL 310-458-7737 X104

SM/OCEAN PARK: room avail-
able in well located Chiropractic
& Acupuncture office 3 days
per/wk  $500/mo.  Jasmine
(310)392-9596.

WESTWOOD OFFICE space in
prime location near Wilshire.
Approx. 400 sq/ft very nice,
clean, 2 rooms & bathroom.
Parking available at Border’s
$590/mo. (310)477-6835.

Real Estate

F'

AGAPE ESTATES
Pride of Ownership
Homes and Units
Realtor and Developer
Call Today
310-745-4847

Buy or Sell Tomorrow

Real Estate Wanted

MOTIVATED BUYER: | buy
houses, any area, any price,
any condition .
Call (310)422-4933 .

SINGER-
SONGWRITER/CHILDRENS-
AUTHOR NEEDING nice 2
bdrm-rental in S.M. by Jan 1st
that accepts section-8-vouch-
er. Must be ground-floor and
have a/c rent not over $1700.
Will commit years-lease. visit
www.JoshuaCrawford.com
Call (432)697-7989 or email:
iamlookingforaplacetolive@
yahoo.com with amenities.

[ Wassage |

BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal
your body, mind, spirit. Thera-
peutic, Swedish, Deep-tissue.
Energy balancing. Strictly non-
sexual. Introductory specials
from $50.00/1hr. Lynda, L.M.T.
(310)749-0621

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong
and tender relaxing bodywork
by mature European. Professio-
nal Lady Sonja (310)397-0433.

FULL BODY massage by sen-
sual, green-eyed young lady,
5’2, natural & fit. Fun and Posi-
tive. Serious inquiries only
(in/out) Zoey (310)339-6709.

SWEDISH
MASSAGE

1 AM A MASSAGE
STUDENT NEEDING
CLINICAL HOURS FOR
MY
CERTIFICATION.
NO CHARGE!
DONATIONS ACCEPTED!
FOR MORE INFO CALL
JORGE HERNANDEZ
HOME (310)391-0630
CELL (805)455-4739.

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE,
Swedish, Accupressure,
Deep-tissue, Sports Mas-
sage, Reflexology. For apt
call Tracy at (310)435-0657.

Announcements

COME SUPPORT Daybreak
Designs, a grass-roots business
venture for women in transition.
Quality handmade arts in time
for the holidays. Daybreak Shel-
ter, Friday December 5th, 11-7
and Saturday December 6 9-3.
1610 7th  Street/Colorado.
(310)450-0650.

Business Opps

ABSOLUTE GOLDMINE! 60
Vending machines with excel-
lent locations all for $10,995.
(800)234-6982.

EARN $1,000’s processing
postcards. Mail to Wes-State
Corporation. 1450 N. 7th Ave.
Dept. 4468, Eugene OR,
97402..

LOCAL VENDING route 60 ma-
chines. Locations included, all
for $10.995. (800)509-7909.

[ Fiiness |

ALL LEVEL TRAINER
Outdoor, Gym, Fat Burning
Techniques.

Will Get You
Motivated!
www.PumpUpTheBody.com
First session free!
$ 45/hr. References Available
(310)804-5576

Curves

in Santa Monica
The Power to Amaze Yourself.™

GET 50% OFF THE
SERVICE FEE

Offer valid 7/15/03 thru 11/30/03
*Based on first visit enrollment, minimum. 12 months c.d.
program. Ser aid at time of enrollment
Not valid with any other offer

FULL BODY Swedish to light
fingertip massage by classy Eu-
ropean therapist. Serious call-
ers only. (310)826-7271.

OCEAN THERAPY: nice relax-
ing massage Spanish & Asian
Staff (310)899-3709.

OLIVIA FULL body massage.
Smooth, thorough, divinely re-
laxing by beautiful, mature
woman. Professional & licensed
$120/hr. $80/ 1/2 hr. (310)915-
5519.

REVITALIZE & Rejuvenate.
Body, Mind & Spirit with a ther-
apeutic  Swedish/Deep-tissue
massage. Laura (310)394-2923
(310)569-0883.

STRONG & SOOTHING Deep-
Tissue Therapy. Intro:
$35/70min. Non-sexual. Will al-
so trade. Paul: (310)741-1901.

1335 B 4th St.
310-917-1371

Have Fun Getting
FIT By the BEACH

Feel Better...Lose Weight...Improve your Health!

Inquire About Our Way to
Wellness Program! Exercise,
Eating & Stress Management ...
All' In One Great Program!

Located at the Loews
Santa Monica Beach Hotel
310-842-5657

www, com

TAl CHI/I-CHIUNG classes in
Santa Monica call for info.
(626)429-6360.
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- SERVICE DIRECTQORY

A1 CONSTRUCTION, framing,
drywall, electrical. 30 years in

this area. Free estimate.
(310)475-0497 or (310)415-
7134.

AN EXPERIENCED dealer/me-
chanic undertakes brake jobs,
$40 + parts. (818)780-5609.

B.C. HAULING clean-up; all
types big truck; hydrolic liftgate
-small truck. No Saturdays.
(310)714-1838.

BEST MOVERS

No job too small
2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR

Fully insured. We make it EZ.
Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193

CARTOONIST/PHOTOGRA-
PHER WILL come to your par-
ty. $50 & up.. Also art instruc-
tion. Ted. (310)936-5129.

DISCOUNT GRANITE COUN-
TER TOPS $199-$200, 26 1/2”
x 96”. Great colors, same cost
as tile. (310)985-1285.

NBM CONSTRUCTION
Room Additions, Remodl,
Electric, Plumbing, Carpentry
(888) 420-5866

Lic#745354)

SEX THERAPY Enhance re-
lationships, intimacy & de-
sire. Surrogates & Training
available. AASECT Cert.
Bryce Britton, MS (310)450-
5553

GET ORGANIZED!
for filing system set-ups,
unpacking from a major move,
uncluttering closets and
other homes/office paper
management problems, etc.

HIRE A PROFESSIONAL
ORGANIZER!

Call Christine Cohen:
310-274-4988

Member: National Association of Professional Organizers

HEAD SHOTS. Price includes
shoot fee, contact sheets, nega-
tives & expenses. $250.
www.randphoto.net  (310)395-
0147.

DENTAL
EMERGENCY?

e Evening hours + emergency services
© Root Canals, Crowns, Veneers

o 20+ years of experience

e UCLA Graduate

e Most insurances accepted

e Cosmetic Dentistry

Dr. David Taft, DDS
310-315-3676

UCLA Parkside Medical

2428 SANTA MONICA BLVD., SUITE 303 + SANTA MONICA

HOME THEATER AND MUSIC:
system design, installing and
troubleshooting. 16 years expe-
rience with audio/video sys-
tems, satellite, cable, telephone
and computer networks.
(310)450-6540.

“JENNY CAN CLEAN-IT”
fast, reliable. We take care of
your cleaning, own transporta-
tion. $40 (818)705-0297.

JUAN’S LANDSCAPING. Tree
trimming and removal, brush
clearance, sprinklers, sod,
maintenance, clean up and
hauling. Lic # 818789.
(310)720-6833 .

MARCO TELECOM: Phone
jacks, installation & repair. Re-
wiring phone line, splitting busi-
ness. (310)301-1926, pager:
(310)351-7673.

VANCE

Pro Astrologer/Psychic
in Depth & Accurate Readings
By Appointment in Venice

310-915-5519

SUPERIOR PAINTING/WALL-
PAPERING FREE ESTIMATE.
INSURED/BONDED
LIC#426413 25/YRS EXPERI-
ENCE. LOW PRICES. HIGH
QUALITY. HOLIDAY
SPECIALS (310)398-6060.

Meead More Customers - Want better Profits ¥

Wish You Had Motivated Employees?

Business Brainstorm Sessions

JBULLION GREY

lnnovative Bssantials

call for frae
businsss

Turning Possibility into Profitable Reality

19452-0851

report
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o
-
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WELCOME TO THE WORLD!

. Annhounce the uarrivdl
of your hewest
family member.

The Suntu Monicu Duily Press is now running birth unnouncements every Tuesduy.
Calll Elise DeFord at 310-458-PRESS (7737) x 101 for details.

PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS IN THE SANTA MONICA

NOTICETO
READERS:

California law requires that
contractors taking jobs that
total $500 or more (labor or
materials) be licensed by the
Contractors State License
Board. State law also requires
that contractors include their
license number on all
advertising. You can check the
status of your licensed
contractor at www.cslb.ca.gov
or 800-321-CSLB. Unlicensed
contractors taking jobs that
total less than $500 must state
in their advertisements that
they are not licensed by the
Contractors State License
Board.

PAINTING TOP QUALITY Li-
censed. A&A custom. Interior
And Exterior Free Quote.
(310)463-5670 .

PICTURE FRAMES custom
made by professional (310)980-
2674.

SMART CLEANING for all your
cleaning needs. Top quality
products. Residential & com-
mercial. (310)676-1456.

TOWN & Country Builder. Ma-
sonry work, concrete, drive-
ways, brick, stone wall, patio,
tile. State/Lic. 441191 (310)578-
7108.

WALLPAPER REMOVAL &
INSTALLATION
wall texture/ painting Glenn’s
Wallpaper Service. Get Ready
For The Holidays
(310)686-8505.

‘When You Get Ready to Fix Up, Call Us!

NED PARKER
CONSTRUCTION

Bonded & Insured - Lic#658-486
PAINTING  CARPENTRY « ROOFING
CONCRETE * ELECTRICAL

323.871.8869

Business Services

HOW can you get the power
of email working for your
business?

Great Big Noise
www.greatbignoise.com

Computer Services

COMPUTER HELP: Your office
or home. Typing, tutorial, Micro-
soft Word, Excel, Access, inter-
net navigation, software instal-
lation. Also, notary public serv-
ices. (310)207-3366

LA TECHNICAL SERVICE spe-
cializing in wired/wireless net-
works,  software, hardware,
websites, training, courseware
& relational databases 10% off
for new customer (310)948-
3014.

MAC & PC repairs tutoring,
software & hardware wireless
networking. Upgrade, phone (in
house)support.
www.concepts.org
(310)902-6001

to a

Pay tribute
=
loved one.

Now offering obituary listin
For more details call the D

310.458.7737 ext. 111

Call Mitch at the Santa Monica Daily Press 310.458.7737 ext.111

WE ARE THE
%WM&G

The Daily Press Hiring Guarantee:
Run an ad in the classified section of the Santa Monica Daily
Press for 4 weeks and we’ll guarantee that you’ll find the perfect

employee! Call for more details.

G IN TOWN!
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PEOPLE IN THE NEWS

Scorsese: Let freedom ring for all,

By The Associated Press

B NEW YORK — Martin Scorsese offered his
moviemaking talent Tuesday to a campaign to reopen
the Statue of Liberty to the public.

The “Gangs of New York” director will produce and
narrate a television documentary on Lady Liberty to air
in January, as part of an effort to raise money for new
security measures.

The federal government has spent millions on
upgrades, but about $5 million in work must still be
done before visitors can climb the 151-foot-high statue.

The Statue of Liberty National Monument, a 58-acre
island in New York Harbor, was closed to the public
immediately after the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks.

The island reopened in December 2001, after airport-
type metal detectors were installed to screen visitors
boarding the ferry from lower Manhattan. The statue
itself has remained closed.

Planned upgrades to the statue include fire and emer-
gency notification systems and more exits from the
monument.

Once security improvements are made, the National
Park Service must ask Interior Secretary Gale Norton
for permission to reopen the statue to visitors. No
timetable has been set.

On Tuesday, American Express pledged at least $3
million to The Statue of Liberty-Ellis Island
Foundation, which is overseeing the project. After the
terrorist attacks, the company’s offices in the World
Financial Center were vacated for nine months. Folgers
also has pledged funding for the campaign.

B NEW YORK — Christopher Reeve appeared
before a New York audience and proudly pointed out
what he was missing: the ventilator he’s had to use since
the horseback riding accident that left him paralyzed.

“To breathe normally, to be able to smell ... anything

that makes you feel more normal is psychologically so
important,” Reeve told the crowd at Monday night’s
annual benefit for his Christopher Reeve Paralysis
Foundation.

In February, Reeve became the third person in the
United States to undergo a surgical procedure called
diaphragm pacing, which involves threading tiny wires
through small incisions in the diaphragm. The wires
connect electrodes to a control box outside the body.
The device allows him to breathe without a ventilator
for hours at a time.

Reeve had demonstrated the device, which works
like a pacemaker, earlier this month in an interview with
Barbara Walters on ABC’s “20/20.” Monday’s event
was billed as his first public appearance using the
device.

Arriving onstage, Reeve noted that usually he’s seen
“wearing a necklace of corrugated plastic.”

“I’d like you to notice that I'm not wearing it
tonight,” the 51-year-old announced. Ever since he was
a little boy, he noted, “I’ve been trying to avoid getting
dressed up and wearing a necktie. Now I get my wish.”

The “Superman” actor, who was paralyzed from the
neck down in 1995, said he’d had some trouble learning
to use the device. He tried to breathe and eat simultane-
ously, only to choke on a piece of lettuce, then a piece
of tuna fish. He learned that he had to perform one func-
tion at a time.

B NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Country singer Wynonna
Judd has wed her longtime bodyguard, D.R. Roach.

The couple married Saturday in a private ceremony
in the Leiper’s Fork community about 30 miles south of
Nashville, said publicist Ashley Eicher.

Sixty friends and family members attended, includ-
ing Wynonna’s mother, singer Naomi Judd, and her sis-
ter, actress Ashley Judd.

The church was draped in lavender and ivory, and the

liberate the lady

bride wore a custom-stitched and beaded ivory dress.

This is Wynonna’s second marriage. She and Arch B.
Kelly III split in 1998.

Wynonna and Naomi Judd broke onto the country
charts in 1984 as The Judds. The mother-daughter duo
sold more than 20 million albums, won six Grammys
and had 14 No. 1 hits, including “Why Not Me” and
“Mama He’s Crazy.”

Naomi Judd retired in 1991 because of chronic hepa-
titis infection. Wynonna, who goes by her first name,
had immediate success as a solo artist with hits includ-
ing “No One Else on Earth” and “Tell Me Why.”

Her first album in three years, “What the World
Needs Now is Love,” debuted at No. 1 on the Billboard
country music chart in August.

The 39-year-old singer was in the news the week
before the wedding when Nashville police charged her
with drunken driving. She said at the time she was cel-
ebrating her upcoming marriage.

B LOS ANGELES — Tori Spelling, whose
“Beverly Hills, 90210” character got married at the end
of the show’s 10-year run, is tying the knot in real life.

Spelling, 30, and actor-writer Charlie Shanian, 34,
plan to wed next summer, her publicist, Cece Yorke,
said Monday.

The couple met on stage last year in the Los Angeles
production of the romantic comedy “Maybe, Baby It’s
You,” which Shanian co-wrote. The play featured the
two actors in 11 vignettes about couples in search of
love.

Spelling, daughter of television producer Aaron
Spelling, played wholesome Donna Martin on his hit
series “Beverly Hills, 90210.” She also was featured in
the films “Scary Movie 2,” “Scream 2,” and “Trick.”

She’ll next star in Hallmark Channel’s upcoming, “A
Carol Christmas,” where she’ll play a modern day
Scrooge, and the WB comedy series “The Help.”
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