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CAN YOU STILL AFFORD 
TO RETIRE?

With Economic Conditions weakening, 
now is the time for a financial checkup.

Call John Vance for a FREE RETIREMENT PLANNING
consultation @ 310-235-2027
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The message: ‘Shop Santa Monica’
BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

The success of the $100,000 “Shop Santa Monica”
campaign now underway may rest on how well resi-
dents take up the call to promote Santa Monica hotels
and businesses to their friends.

It isn’t just the main campaign that business leaders
hope will do the job. The money, spread from mid-
November through the end of the year also will high-
light deals to which locals can turn on their friends and
family. 

The campaign, the first of its type here, will ask
consumers to spend their hard-earned cash locally.
Then comes the subtle part: getting locals to bring
friends to town by turning them, in effect, into travel
and booking agents. Some discounts, particularly at
hotels, require local residency.

As part of the program, 400,000 letters will be sent
out to local residents in two separate direct mail cam-
paigns. They’ll be timed to “keep the buzz alive with
local flyer distribution to schools, parking structures,
retail outlets, the visitor center kiosk, police sub sta-
tions, libraries and gas stations.”

The key to the campaign’s success is the call for
local residents to invite friends and family to shop and
stay in Santa Monica. The bureau has added a special
“locals only” icon to its Web site, www.santamoni-
ca.com, which links residents, friends and family to
up-to-date information on the program’s special pro-
motions, open house events, hotel discounts and free
shopping bus shuttle information. New links to each
business district indicate which merchants and hotels
are participating in the program.

It’s too early to tell if the two-pronged campaign is
working.

The effort to boost occupancy at local hotels recog-
nizes that $100,000 can hardly target visitors. Instead,

By the Associated Press

The group that promoted California’s
medical marijuana initiative in 1996
wants to set up a showdown with the fed-
eral government with a ballot measure
that would set up a state-controlled net-
work to distribute the drug to patients.

Santa Monica-based Americans for
Medical Rights wants the initiative on the
November 2002 ballot in Arizona, Oregon
or Washington, three states that also have
medical marijuana laws.

California has been ruled out because it
would be too expensive to conduct a cam-
paign there, said Bill Zimmerman, leader
of the group.

The measure, which would formalize a
state government-controlled network to
distribute medical marijuana, would set
up an almost certain U.S. Supreme Court
battle over states’ rights.

Eight states including California have
legalized marijuana for medical use, but

the narcotic remains illegal for cultiva-
tion, sales and use of any sort under fed-
eral law.

In California, home of the nation’s first
medical marijuana law, an uneasy detente
had reigned between federal officials and
cannabis clubs until a Supreme Court rul-
ing in May rolled back provisions of
Proposition 215 that addressed the distri-
bution of the marijuana that patients use.

Recently federal agents have shut
down a West Hollywood cannabis club
endorsed by city officials, raided a
Ventura County garden operated by
patients and seized medical records from
a prominent medical marijuana doctor in
Northern California.

Sue North, chief of staff for state Sen.
John Vasconcellos, D-Santa Clara, said
the actions of federal officials are hurting
patients who use marijuana to ease pain or
to help with nausea caused by chemother-
apy or AIDS.

“The target here isn’t dope dealers on

the school grounds,” North said. “This is
about stopping people with serious med-
ical conditions from getting access to
something that helps them.”

U.S. Justice Department officials did
not respond to requests for comment, but
DEA spokesman Richard Meyer said

agents are required to enforce drug laws.
Americans for Medical Rights has

pushed medical marijuana initiatives in
several states over the last decade. It is
financed largely by George Soros, a bil-
lionaire New York financier, and several
other wealthy benefactors.

Santa Monica group wants pot distribution to be legal

By Daily Press Staff

A memorial will be held today at
Santa Monica High School for 15-year-
old Deanna Maran, the sophomore who
was stabbed to death at a party Nov. 17.

Maran was allegedly killed by a 17-
year-old Brentwood girl, Katrina
Sarkissian, who died Sunday of an
apparent suicide while she was in police
custody. Sarkissian’s sister, an unidenti-

fied 15-year-old, reportedly fought with
Maran. She then left the party and
returned with her sister, Katrina, who
allegedly stabbed Maran with an
unknown object. 

The memorial service is scheduled to
begin at 3:45 p.m. in the school’s Greek
theatre. For more information, call
Santa Monica High School at (310)
395-3204.

Memorial to be held today
for slain high school student

Marketing campaign targets local buy

Carolyn Sackariason/Daily Press
Santa Claus spent some ‘alone time’ at the mall
Sunday, where there were virtually no children
waiting to sit on the old man’s lap.

BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

The biggest shopping weekend of the year
attracted an average crowd along the Third Street
Promenade the past few days.

Store managers weren’t surprised at the turnout
since the holiday shopping season is expected to be
slow. Most local retailers say business was steady
over the holiday weekend, but it could have been
better. Torrential rains Saturday may have kept
many shoppers at home.

And if wasn’t the weather, perhaps it was the
lack of deals in many of the Promenade shops that
kept people away. Several stores, including the
chain retailers, weren’t offering many sales. 

Pottery Barn sales representative Ivory
Gutierrez said there has been a lot of traffic in her
store, but you wouldn’t know it from the sales
receipts.

“Friday was a lot slower than expected,” she

Local retailers
report ‘OK’ sales
over weekend

See DEALS, page 3

See SHOPPING, page 3
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“There are risks and costs to a programme
of action, but they are far less than the

long-range risks of comfortable inaction”
— John F. Kennedy

QUOTE of the DAY

Today ... Partly Cloudy with a High of 59°F. Winds from the Northwest at 7mph.

Tonight... Partly Cloudy with a Low of 47°F. Winds from the Southwest at 5mph.

Tuesday ... Partly Cloudy. High—63°F    Low—44°F

WEATHER

ARIES (March 21-April 19)
���� Seek out unconventional resources when you
run into an obstacle. A friend certainly wants to be con-
structive, but he might add to the problem. Discuss
objectives calmly. Bring this person over to your camp
and your way of thinking. Tonight: Where the crowds
are.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
��� Soon a partner or financial associate will verbal-
ize what he has been mulling over. Let this person
know that it is always easier to deal with others direct-
ly and openly. His response to your support puts a
smile on your face. Talk responsibility. Tonight: Get a
good night's sleep.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
���� Your ruler, Mercury, moves into your opposite
sign this afternoon. You will hear plenty from others,
whether you want to or not! News puts yet another
slant on information received. What you hear as hush-
hush might not be exactly right. Tonight: Where your
friends are.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
����Working with another helps you get the mone-
tary results you desire. You might not always be as in
sync with this person as you are now. You're full of
ideas that could simplify both your life and the lives of
others. Encouraging people to agree takes skill and
time. Tonight: Work as late as necessary.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
����� Reach out for a loved one at a distance.
Together you come up with an interesting concept that
could be worth pursuing. If you follow your impulsive
nature, you naturally flow into positive situations.
Understand another's peculiarities. Tonight: Let your
mind escape the here and now. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
����A family member suddenly becomes more ver-
bal, and you hear all about what they want and expect.
Rather than be taken aback, listen and share your
thoughts. A change on the home front or perhaps an
important personal purchase lies on the horizon.
Tonight: Direct your energy into a project.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
����� Speak your mind. Give feedback to some-

one who obviously depends on you a lot. This person
shares his feelings for you, which could be quite unusu-
al. If single, your high energy will magnetize a new
friend. If attached, watch out! Another will praise you.
Tonight: Say Yes! 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
���� Although you might want to bulldoze through
work, you could cause yourself a problem. Slow down!
Return messages and proceed as methodically as possi-
ble. Impatience could be your undoing, especially con-
cerning any financial matters. Tonight: Exercise some
of your Thanksgiving bulge away.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
����� Curbing your playfulness might be difficult,
especially as Mercury, the planet of communication,
moves into your sign today. Some might consider buy-
ing you a muzzle to hush you up. Unfortunately not
everyone thinks your jokes are funny. Tonight: Do
what you want, as usual.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
���� Someone offers you the world, to which your
reaction could easily be worry. You want to understand
this person's motives. You'll find answers if you
explore what you would do if you were in this person's
place. Be careful with spending, even if you are within
your budget. Tonight: Shop for a special Christmas
item on the way home. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
����� Speak your mind, even if you aren't sure
about something. Others give you speedy feedback.
Your quick and direct response tosses many into shock.
Explain where you are coming from. Greet success
with a smile. Tonight: At a favorite hangout.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
��� Finances respond to your professional efforts. A
boss just might surprise you if you ask for a pay raise.
You know how to present your case. You understand
that timing is everything. Use these skills to create
more of what you want. Keep to a tight budget.
Tonight: Pay bills.

JACQUELINE BIGAR'S STARS

The stars show the kind of day you'll have: 
�����-Dynamic    ����-Positive    ���-Average    ��-So-so    �-Difficult

Taurus, get some sleep — it’s a 3 star dayLooking for the
Daily Press?

The Santa Monica Daily Press is a free newspaper
that is circulated throughout all six commercial

zones within the Santa Monica city limits.

Hundreds of copies can be found in 
news racks at these local businesses:

Wilshire Boulevard Locations:

• Crown Books
• Marina Pastries
• Wells Fargo
• California Chicken Café
• Manhattan Bagel
• Smug’s Harbor
• O’Briens Pub
• LA Subs
• Koo Koo Roo
• Thai Boxes
• Fromin Deli
• Supercuts
• Bagel Nosh
• Santa Monica Pizza Kitchen
• Izzy’s Deli
• Vons
• Baskin Robbins
• Vienna Bakery
• JP’s
• The Slice
• Dagwood’s
• Baja Fresh
• The Newsroom
• Polly’s Restaurant
• Starbucks

This is not a complete list.
You can find more copies in these areas:

• Montana Avenue Commercial Zone
• Santa Monica Boulevard  
• the Downtown Commercial Core (including Third Street Promenade)
• Main Street Commercial District
• Lincoln Commercial District.

Additional circulation points include:

• Major Hotels on Ocean Avenue
• Retail businesses on the Boardwalk and Santa Monica Pier districts 
• Commercial zones on Pico and Ocean Park Boulevard.

If you are interested in becoming a distribution point (it’s free and gives your customers 
just one more reason to come in), please call 310-458-PRESS (7737) x 104
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By Daily Press Staff

Bayside District Corporation is
providing a gift wrap cart during the
holiday season as a “thank you” to
downtown Santa Monica and Third
Street shoppers. Gift wrapping is
free to the public.

Volunteers from various Santa
Monica charities including Project
ECHO, Night Light Youth Outreach,
the Westside Special Olympics and
Turning Point will be merrily wrap-
ping gifts. The cart will be located
on Third Street Promenade at
Broadway every Saturday and
Sunday from noon  to 5 p.m. begin-
ning Nov. 24 through Dec. 23.

Project ECHO's mission is to pro-
vide an opportunity for high school
students (especially those who strug-
gle in the traditional academic set-
ting) to learn essential career and life
skills, boost their self esteem, and
elevate their expectations through
hands-on training in entrepreneur-
ship and small business manage-
ment.

Night Light Youth Outreach
Services serves the needs of run-
away and homeless youth in the
Santa Monica area.  The project
reaches out to runaway and home-
less youth on the Westside to provide

basic needs and resources to assist
them in getting off the streets.

Turning Point Transitional
Housing provides a rehabilitative
program for homeless adults who are
motivated to define their goals,
assess both their strengths and the
barriers to achieving their goals, and
to move toward self-sufficiency.  It
seeks to break the cycle of homeless-
ness and to integrate homeless indi-
viduals back into the larger society
by providing comprehensive, indi-
vidualized services designed to
address their physical, emotional,
and spiritual needs.  The shelter is
also dedicated to educating the pub-
lic on the causes of and solutions to
homelessness, as well as advocating
on behalf of homeless people
through community networking and
political activism.

Westside Special Olympics is a
community-based non-profit organi-
zation supported by private dona-
tions and the spirit of volunteerism.
As a branch of Southern California
Special Olympics, an accredited
chapter of the International Special
Olympics, Westside Special
Olympics promotes and implements
year-round athletic training and
competition for children and adults
with mental retardation.

Free gift wrapping offered
for locals as a ‘thank you’

it targets friends and family of Santa
Monicans who may come here if there’s a
deal to be had. The hotels have seen steep
booking declines since Sept. 11 and an esti-
mated $10.9 million loss in room revenues in
the fourth quarter.

Called “I wish I had an extra bedroom,”
17 Santa Monica hotels are offering “deep
discounts” and “package upgrades” for visit-
ing friends and family. Residents can get the
bargain rates for their friends by showing a
valid California driver’s license as proof of
Santa Monica residency when their guests
check in. The “locals rate” is available
through Feb. 19, 2002. The “deep discounts”
include rates like $89 a night at Hotel Carmel
(from $139-$169); $250 a night at the Hotel
Oceana (from $360), and $150 a night at the
Fairmont Miramar Hotel (from $329).

The citywide promotion to bolster Santa
Monica’s economy is a response to the Sept.
11 terrorist attacks which has left many mer-
chants uncertain about the future. Business
leaders aren’t the only ones fearful that peo-
ple are curbing their spending. City officials
are too — which is why they are backing the
marketing campaign.

“I generally believe in buying locally so
monies stay circulating locally,” said Santa
Monica Mayor Mike Feinstein. “You can
remind people that by buying locally, it
ensures people stay in business and stay
employed.”

City officials are hoping the campaign
softens the blow to the city budget. It’s fac-

ing a shortfall estimated at between $8-$17
million. Much of that is in lost sales tax rev-
enue projections.

“The recession was already worse than
expected and that started hurting the city,”
Feinstein said, adding Sept. 11 only exacer-
bated a bleak situation. “The tourist dollar is
a big hit for us.”

With the downturn in tourism and the hol-
iday season here, the Santa Monica
Convention & Visitors Bureau, the city of
Santa Monica, the Big Blue Bus Company,
the Santa Monica Chamber of Commerce
and local business improvement districts
hoped to offset the slowdown by kicking off
the marketing campaign dubbed “There’s no
place like home for the holidays. Shop Santa
Monica.”

Set to run through Dec. 31, the campaign
has teamed up local merchants, attractions,
restaurants, hotels and theaters to entice res-
idents to spend their money in Santa Monica.

“We have a viable tourism market right in
our backyard and now is the time to unite
residents to support merchants, employees
and our local community economically,”
said Misti Kerns, executive director of the
convention and visitors bureau. 

Ten city partners are sponsoring advertis-
ing buys in local newspapers and outdoor
media, including vehicle magnetic signs,
street and lightpole banners and bus panels.
The campaign message also can be seen on
local television interviews and Website links,
as well as 10,000 Santa Monica shopping
bags being distributed throughout town.

said. “Mostly on Friday they were looking,
not buying.”

National news reports confirmed the
trend. Retailers in many cities reported
crowds massing before stores opened, intent
on picking up whatever sale items they could
find.

Santa Monica’s Brookstone outlet had a
steady flow of traffic of people who were
buying.

“People are buying because they already
had an idea of what they wanted,” said the
store manager, who added that no major
deals are being offered yet.

But smaller, specialty shops appeared to
fare better than their corporate competitors.

“If you came here on Friday, it was
jammed in here,” said Puzzle Zoo store man-
ager Linda Tsukamoto. “We are on target and
thankful for it.”

On Sunday afternoon, the Promenade was
buzzing with activity but the only area hop-
ping at Santa Monica Place was the food
court. Even Santa Claus felt lonely — the line
waiting to see him usually is dozens deep —
but on Sunday, there was no line at all.

One shopper, who declined to give his
name, finished his holiday shopping in Santa
Monica at Robinsons May even though he
lives in Culver City. He spent Friday in the
malls near his neighborhood and came to the
Westside on Sunday to spread his money
around.

“It seems busy, especially in electronics,”
he said, adding that the economic slowdown
isn’t deterring him from spending about the
same as he did last year.

The department stores were relatively
quiet Sunday, but sales representatives say
Friday was a big day in sales. Many shoppers
were attracted to Robinsons May because of
holiday coupons they found in area newspa-
pers and magazines.

At Culture Planet in Santa Monica Place,
business was so-so, according sales represen-
tative Janette Neiblas. She said she was sur-
prised to learn that the weekend after
Thanksgiving marks the beginning of the
holiday shopping season.

“This is the biggest shopping weekend?
So we did bad,” she said while looking over
the weekend’s cash register receipts. “On
Saturday, they did OK, not really good, but
for a Friday in this store, it was acceptable.”

Bill Chrisley, a sales representative at the
Discovery Channel store on the Promenade,
said business has been steady and people are
willing to spend their money, despite reports
that Sept. 11 and a slowing economy are
keeping people on tighter budgets this holi-
day season.

“I think it was temporary,” he said of the
gloom and doom economic scenario being
played out in the media.

DEALS, from page 1

Hotel rates slashed
for winter season

Department stores quiet
SHOPPING, from page 1

“This is the biggest 
shopping weekend? So we

did bad.”

— JANETTE NEIBLAS
Culture Planet sales representative

Dan Dunn/Daily Press
As this sign says, it’s illegal to hurt any bird in California. But the
next person who has to clean up after it may not care about the hefty
penalties, which could be up to $20,000 and jail time.
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TINA MARIE BERGEN
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By the Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Comedian Rodney Dangerfield remained hospitalized in sta-
ble condition Sunday after suffering a mild heart attack on his 80th birthday, his pub-
licist said.

Dangerfield was scheduled to undergo an angiogram, an X-ray of the blood vessels,
on Monday, Warren Cowan said. Doctors then will determine what treatment he
requires.

Dangerfield, whose long-running gag is that he gets no respect, was hospitalized at
Cedars-Sinai Hospital after the heart attack Thursday. The comedian’s wife, Joan,
expected him to be back home by midweek, Cowan said.

The heart attack came a day after “The Tonight Show” host Jay Leno dedicated a
show to the comedian and taped birthday greetings from actors and fellow comics.

Dangerfield has appeared in movies including “Caddyshack,” “Back to School,”
“Easy Money” and “Natural Born Killers.”

Rodney Dangerfield in stable 
condition after heart attack

By the Associated Press

SANTA ANA, Calif. — It seemed
like a good idea at the time, but critics say
state guarantees designed to help toll
roads survive are now hampering anti-
gridlock efforts.

Toll road owners can veto public high-
way improvements such as new lanes if
they would take away customers. They
successfully blocked expansion of the
Riverside Freeway, one of the most con-
gested in the state. Potentially, they could
prevent the widening of a third of the 222
miles of freeway in Orange County.

The county has 61 miles of toll road,
more than anywhere else in California,
operated by the $3.7-billion
Transportation Corridor Agencies.

“Toll roads are an evil necessity,” said
Tim Keenan, a board member of the

Orange County Transportation Authority.
“They were an innovative solution to
build freeways, but the burden of their
success should not fall on all the drivers in
Orange County.”

The “noncompete” clauses were
deemed a good idea back in the late 1980s
and early 1990s, when California lacked
money to build or expand freeways and
the population of some regions was soar-
ing.

Pay-as-you-go roads could handle
some of the traffic. The agreements were
designed to give investors and bond-buy-
ers confidence that the roads would be a
success.

“These highways would have never
been built or never built in the time frame
we built them in,” said Walter D.
Kreutzen, chief executive of the
Transportation Corridor Agencies. “There
is still a shortage of state funds for high-
ways.”

But state Attorney General Bill
Lockyer argues restricting freeway con-
struction to help the tollways was a mis-
take.

“What we now have is a two-tiered
system: a road system for the wealthy and

a deteriorating one for the rest of us,” he
said. “The toll road is just a polite form of
highway robbery.”

One success story is the privately
owned 91 Express Lanes, which run on
the Riverside County Freeway median for
10 miles from Anaheim to the Riverside
County line. The four lanes opened in
1995 and are packed during rush hours.
Commuters pay more than $8 a day for a
round trip.

Under an agreement with the
California Department of Transportation,
the toll road owners can veto highway
improvements along 30 miles of the free-
way if they would take away customers.
The protection ends in 2030 when the
lanes will become public.

In the meantime, tollway owners went
to court in the late 1990s to prevent
Caltrans from widening the freeway.

Under a settlement, Caltrans can add new
lanes only when volume increases 37 per-
cent from the current figure, which could
take as long as 15 years at current projec-
tions.

The settlement prompted burgeoning
Riverside County to sue the tollway own-
ers and Caltrans last year. The city of
Corona sued the agency several months
ago.

“The agreement has allowed a private
company to put a stranglehold on the
Riverside Freeway,” said Jeffrey V. Dunn,
an attorney for Riverside County. “You
can’t put a company’s profit above public
welfare.”

In Irvine, transportation officials are
trying to determine whether plans to
widen offramps and bridges and other-
wise ease congestion at five “choke-
points” on the San Diego and Santa Ana
freeways would violate a toll road agree-
ment.

The San Joaquin Hills Tollway could
lose motorists, said James D. Brown,
director of engineering and environmental
planning for the toll road operator.

“We are not here to stop projects,”
Brown said, “but we need a safety net.”

Toll roads neccessary but evil

“What we now have is a two-tiered system:
a road system for the wealthy and a deteriorating 

one for the rest of us. The toll road is 
just a polite form of highway robbery.”

— GENERAL BILL LOCKYER
State attorney

NOW HIRING!
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Santa Monica Daily Press
Fax: 310.576.9913 • Attn: Publisher
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BY JEFF DONN
Associated Press Writer

BOSTON — A research company
reported Sunday it had cloned the first
human embryo, a development it said was
aimed at producing genetically matched
replacement cells for patients with a wide
range of diseases.

But the news from Advanced Cell
Technology of Worcester, Mass., drew
swift protests from religious and political
leaders who saw it as a step toward
cloning human beings.

Several states, including California,
have banned human cloning, and
Congress is considering such a ban. But
company officials insisted their work is
the first step in providing hope for people
with spinal injuries, heart disease and
other ailments.

“These are exciting preliminary
results,” said Dr. Robert P. Lanza, one of
the researchers at Advanced Cell
Technology. “This work sets the stage for
human therapeutic cloning as a potential-
ly limitless source of immune-compatible
cells for tissue engineering and transplan-
tation medicine.”

Lanza and the company’s top executive
Michael West said they had no interest in
transplanting such early embryos into a
woman’s womb to give birth to a cloned
human being, nor was it clear that their
embryo would be capable of that.

But the Washington D.C.-based
National Right to Life Committee wasted
little time Sunday attacking the announce-
ment.

“This corporation is creating human

embryos for the sole purpose of killing
them and harvesting their cells,” said the
group’s legislative director Douglas
Johnson. “Unless Congress acts quickly,
this corporation and others will be open-
ing human embryo farms.”

And a critic of the company who used
to sit on ACT’s ethics board said
Advanced Cell’s announcement was pre-
mature and would serve only to encourage
such harsh reaction against cloning.

Glenn McGee, a University of
Pennsylvania bioethicist who resigned
from Advanced Cell Technology’s ethics
advisory board, called the announcement
“nothing but hype.” He said the compa-
ny’s report lacks any significant details,
including what cells company scientists
actually grew from the cloned embryo.

“They are doing science by press
release,” he said.

A second company quickly claimed
Sunday that it had also cloned human
embryos, but in unpublished research.
The company, Clonaid, said it hopes to
eventually create fully-developed human
clones.

“I’m very pleased that I’m not alone,”
company Director Brigitte Boisselier said
in a phone interview. “We’re doing
embryos every day.”

The company keeps its laboratory loca-
tion secret, citing security concerns.
Boisselier said that the embryos were cre-
ated by injecting eggs with a variety of
other cells, but she refused to give details.

In findings published Sunday by the
online journal, e-biomed: The Journal of
Regenerative Medicine, and also
described online in Scientific American,

the ACT scientists said they had grown a
six-cell human embryo.

They said they created the early
embryo by injecting a very small cell with
its genetic material into a woman’s donat-
ed egg. In such cloning, the injected DNA
often comes from a skin cell, but the
researchers this time used a cumulus cell,
which nurtures a developing egg.

This technique could produce replace-
ment cells only for a woman of childbear-
ing age, since the injected DNA comes
from a woman’s reproductive system.
However, the scientists have been experi-
menting with injecting adult skin cells
into the eggs as well.

In a separate experiment, the scientists
showed they could push the development
of human egg cells even further with a
technique known as parthenogenesis. In
that process, they said, six eggs repro-
grammed themselves to develop into early
embryos.

Such eggs would be largely compatible
with the genetics of the egg donor.

The scientists described all the work as
preliminary. Neither experiment has yet
produced the coveted stems cells, master
cells which grow into all kinds of body
tissues.

Other research groups in this country
and abroad have plunged into efforts for
human “reproductive cloning,” which
aims to produce a new person, or “thera-
peutic cloning,” which seeks only to cre-
ate embryos that would yield stem cells
for treating diseases.

And last September, a report from the
National Academy of Sciences — an
independent, congressionally chartered

organization — said therapeutic cloning
should be pursued.

Dr. Norman Fost, director of the
bioethics program at the University of
Wisconsin-Madison, said he believes a
“slippery slope” argument for banning
therapeutic cloning is a poor approach.

One could have made such a case
against test-tube fertilization, which has
turned out to be beneficial, and which also
can be seen as a step toward cloning
humans, he said Sunday.

The announcement by the
Massachusetts researchers, he said, is “a
basic part of making stem cell research
useful for human beings.” That, he said is
“a path which the huge majority of the
American people favor.”

The researchers described their work as
an important step toward producing stem
cells to generate replacement cells as
treatments for diabetes, heart disease,
spinal injuries, and many other ailments.

“We think we’ve shown that it’s going
to be possible, in the lifetime of many of
us, to take a cell from our body and, by
using cloning technology ... take a
patient’s cell back in time” to make
embryonic stem cells, said Michael West,
president of Advanced Cell Technology.

But using human embryos for such
work faces huge hurdles in Washington.

“The president has made it clear that he
is opposed to any type of human cloning,”
said White House spokeswoman Jennifer
Millerwise. “He supported the House leg-
islation to ban human cloning that passed
overwhelmingly. The Senate has a busy
calendar but this shows why it is impor-
tant for the Senate to act.”

Research company lays claim to embryo cloning

BY KEN GUGGENHEIM
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — U.S. officials are
exploring ways to prevent a surge in
opium cultivation in Afghanistan, once
the world’s leading producer, now that
the Taliban’s control is crumbling.

The challenge is persuading the fac-
tions likely to govern to fight opium pro-
duction and trafficking, when these
groups in the past have shown little incli-
nation to do that.

U.S. counternarcotics officials want to
make drug-fighting a condition for
receiving international humanitarian aid.
They expect some of the assistance will
include programs to encourage Afghan
farmers to give up opium, the raw materi-
al for heroin, in favor of wheat and other
legal crops.

Representatives of U.S. anti-drug
agencies have met to begin developing a
counterdrug plan. With efforts under way
to form a new multiethnic government in
Afghanistan, the opium issue is attracting
the attention of leading Bush administra-
tion officials.

U.S. policy-makers had limited inter-
est in it before the Sept. 11 attacks.
Afghan opium is sold mostly in Europe
and Asia. It accounts for only a tiny frac-
tion of the heroin sold in the United
States, most of which is from Latin
America.

After Sept. 11, Afghan opium was seen
in a new light: as an important money-
maker for the Taliban militia that har-

bored Osama bin Laden, the suspected
mastermind of the attacks.

Afghan opium production surged after
the Taliban took control of most of the
country in 1996, and reached a peak of
4,030 U.S. tons last year, according to
State Department statistics. That account-
ed for 72 percent of the world market.

Citing Islamic principles, the Taliban
banned opium, virtually eliminating it
from its territory this year. U.S. officials
suspect the Taliban was trying to reduce
the opium supply to boost the price of
existing stockpiles.

The ban remains in effect, but farmers
began ignoring it after Sept. 11.

“The farmers are poor people and they
need money and the opium crop is a prof-
itable crop for them, said Mohammad
Amirkhizi, an official of the U.N. Drug
Control Program in Vienna, Austria.

“If the conditions remain in a way that
no one is enforcing the noncultivation of
illicit drugs in Afghanistan, then the
farmers will go back to cultivating,” he
said.

The Taliban’s rivals have not tried to
ban opium and some are believed to have
profited from the drug trade. The north-
ern alliance, which now controls more
than half the country, “has taken no
action of which we are aware against cul-
tivation and trafficking in its area,” the
State Department said in March.

Asa Hutchinson, the head of the Drug
Enforcement Administration, said it is too
early to tell how cooperative the northern
alliance will be in the future.

“Certainly we’re not naive that the
northern alliance does not have their own
interest and history in poppy cultivation
and trafficking,” he said. “But it’s cer-
tainly a new world in Afghanistan and
we’re just going to have to work hard to

encourage (an) anti-drug policy.”
Hutchinson said the DEA has been

working with Afghanistan’s neighbors,
including Pakistan, to help block the
movement of Afghan opium through their
territory.

U.S. tries to persuade Afghans not to grow opium

Politicians out of their
league at liar contest

BURLINGTON,Wis. — The annu-
al World Champion Liar contest is
soliciting entries from anyone who
isn’t a politician.

“They are considered profession-
als,” says John Soeth, president of the
Burlington Liar’s Club, which holds
the event. “The contest is for amateurs
only.”

Although the contest has attracted
thousands of lies in the past, these days
it typically draws only a few hundred
entries.

Soeth says the number is especially
low during election years. “We don’t
get as many lies because they’re all
used up.”

There are rules: No lies about peo-
ple. “Tall tales aren’t meant to be
believed — and they don’t hurt any-
one,” Soeth says.

No fee is required, but an entrant
can submit $1 to become an honorary

member. Soeth said he gets letters all
the time saying that dollars are
enclosed, but they turn out to be lying.

Last year’s winner was Gordon
Zwicky, 72, of Oshkosh, who out-
fibbed 299 other entries from 31 states
and Canada.

Zwicky said he and his wife won the
lottery and decided to drive to Florida,
and a neighbor told them they would be
fine as long as they paid attention to the
road signs.

Thirty miles from home they saw a
sign reading “Clean Restrooms
Ahead.”

By the time they reached Florida
two months later they had cleaned 450
restrooms using 267 rolls of paper tow-
els, three cases of bowl cleaner and 86
bottles of Windex.

They were so tired, Zwicky said,
that they immediately returned home.
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Reality Check®

By Dave Whammond
Speed Bump®

By Dave Coverly

Natural Selection®

By Russ Wallace

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
by Chuck Shepard 

A gene pool problem in Ohio 
• William Stewart finally died of his injuries in November, three weeks after hanging himself

in his jail cell, the latest tragedy to befall his Parma, Ohio, family. His wife, Joyce Stewart, died a
month before William, allegedly murdered by him. William had been stopped on suspicion of DUI
but then invited arrest by snapping gratuitously at the officer, "You can't get into my car without
a warrant." The garbage bags in his back seat contained pieces of Joyce. Her son, Mark DiMarco,
was serving 94 years for rape and murder before he hanged himself in his cell in 1999. Joyce had
served time for obstructing justice in his case after having become sort of a house mother to Mark's
gang of delinquents, and after Mark's death, Joyce treated Mark's bedroom as a shrine.

NO ARTIFICIAL FLAVORS, COLORS OR
PRESERVATIVES ADDED. NEVER

PROCESSED, PICKED FRESH DAILY.
100% ORGANIC NEWS ...

Santa Monica Daily Press
310.458.7737

Fax: 310.576.9913
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C L A S S I F I E D  A D  I N S E R T I O N  O R D E R  F O R M

$14.80 per column 
inch for display ads.

$5.00 per day for 
the first  10 words. 
50¢ per word for 

each additional word.

Bold: 50¢ per word

Italic: 50¢ per word

Boxed: 50¢ per ad

Reverse: 50¢ per line

CAPITALIZED: 50¢ per word

Underlined: 50¢ per word

Blank Lines: 50¢ each

EXTRAS

RATES First: Last:

Phone: Fax:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

PRINT CLEARLY:

001 Announcements
010 Meetings
020 Legal Notices
100 Employment

200 For Sale
250 Wanted
300 For Rent
400 Real Estate

500 Vehicles for Sale
600 Services
650 Health/Beauty

P.O. Box 1380 

Santa Monica, CA 90406-1380

Phone: 310-458-7737

FAX: 310-576-9913

Employment
BOOKKEEPER P/T

Fast growing internet vacation 
travel co in Marina Del Rey.  
Gen’l booking, gen’l entries , 
bank recs.  Flexible hrs, pay 
based on exp. (310)823-7979

DENTAL ASSISTANT AND/OR 
receptionist (Santa Monica). 
Cheerful, energetic and reliable, 
interested in Dentistry. Please 
call 310-466-8210.

GENERAL OFFICE help want-
ed immediately at the Santa 
Monica Daily Press. Duties in-
clude classified ad taking and 
data entry, telephone call rout-
ing and general office tasks. 
Apply in person at our offices at 
530 Wilshire Blvd, Suite 200 in 
Santa Monica or call (310)458-
7737 x 104.

PHARMACY CLERK/TYPIST:
Retail F/T, expd req’d.  Bene-
fits.  Santa Monica (310)451-
1414

PHARMACY CLERK: F/T - 
P/T, flex hours  Sav-On, 2505 
Santa Monica Blvd. S.M. 
(310)828-6456

Santa Monica Daily Press is hir-
ing experienced journalists. 
Daily newspaper experience 
preferred.  Applicants should 
have a flare for hard news. 
Send resumes to Carolyn Sack-
ariason at P.O. Box 1380 Santa 
Monica, CA 90406-1380

Employment
THE SANTA Monica Daily 
Press is looking for Graphic De-
signers. Experience in 
QuarkXpress, Photoshop re-
quired. Part time or full time. 
Come join a great team in a fun, 
working environment. Send re-
sumes to the Daily Press, Pro-
duction Manager, PO Box 1380, 
Santa Monica, CA 90406-1380. 

THE SANTA Monica Daily 
Press is looking for Display Ad-
vertising Account Executives. 
Print advertising and consul-
tave/solution based selling ex-
perience required.  Send re-
sume and cover letter to the 
Daily Press, attn. Sales, PO 
Box 1380, Sanat Monica, CA
90401-1380. (310)458-7737

For Sale
18 GEAR-16” frame pro-access 
mountain bike 10 years old, de-
cent condition. $50 Call Kimm 
828-0688

Wanted
PART TIME EMPLOYMENT
WANTED SuperGo New Or-
leans attorney recently arrived.  
All jobs considered.  Larry 
lbhoffing@home.com 310-422-
2331

For Rent
MDR LUXURY Silver Strand 
Ocean view, Lrg 2bdr, 2ba. 
Frplc D/W, pool, A/C, tennis, 
sauna, spa, sec, nr bch. $2300. 
(310)306-0363

PDR CROSS Creek Spacious 
Studio, sec bldg, pool, gym, 
tennis courts $950. (310)374-
6783

For Rent
MDR STRAND RESORT LIV-
ING 2 + 2 Bright W. facing S.W. 
crnr, Ocn breezes, tennis, pool, 
jac, W/D, A/C, fp, balc, prkg. 
Pet ok.  $2650 mo. (818) 981-
4055

OFFICE FOR LEASE
1500 sf near MGM Plaza

25th St. off Broadway
Great space, 1st floor.

$3,850.
(310)-453-9244

PALMS: 1 Bdrm, new Burber 
carpet & paint. Woodbeam ceil-
ings. $825, incldg parking, laun-
dry, stove & fridge. 3102 Can-
field. (310)390-2765.

PDR MANITOBA West 2bdr + 
loft Condo.  New crpt/paint. 
Pool, spa, hot tub tennis, pad-
dle tennis, gym.  Available now.  
$1700mo Agt Sheila: (310)338-
1311

PDR:  CROSS Creek, 2+2 top 
flr, lrg balc, frig, stve, all amen, 
nu carp/paint $1500 (310)577-
2314

PDR: LUXURY Condo 2bd/2ba, 
frplc, 2 balc, pools, jacuzzi, sau-
na, W/D in unit, racquet ball 
courts, security parking, exer-
cise room, all appliances, 1 
year lease $1750 (310)871-
7812

RENT A HUSBAND $25.00 hr:  
Shopping, Yard, Light Bulbs, 
Dog Walking, Laundry, Handy-
man, Homework, Cooking 
lbhoffing@hotmail.com (310) 
422-2331

For Rent
S.M. $1350. Lg. remodeled 1 
bdrm. near Montana Ave. 843 
4th St. (310) 394-1102

SM  1 BR/1BA, tele entry, gated 
prkg, free util. 227 Strand St. 
#19 (310)204-1444

SM $1395 Spacious 2 Bdrm 1 
Ba with prkg. New carpet. 501 
Raymond Ave. (310)573-7452

SM $1400 Lg 2 bdrm 1 ba, 
hrdwd fl, lots of closets, stove, 
prkg, ldry rm Quiet area 
(310)396-1644

SM $1560 No of Wilshire. 2 + 1, 
frnt, stove, frig, 2 prkg, Indry, 
patio, no pets. (323)462-0507

SM $1595- $1995  Best Santa 
Monica location, lovely spa-
cious front lower 2 & 3 bdrm 2 
ba.  Open Sat/Sun 10-1.  917 
Lincoln Blvd. & 1318 Euclid. 
(310)395-1495

SM 1BR, Large, North of Wil-
shire. Fireplace, patio, appls, 
prkg. Lndry 1045. 3rd St. 
(310)390-2765

SM 3 BR, 3BA, two patios. 
$1,995. Parking available. 10th 
and Idaho. Available Mid De-
cember (310)451-2178

SM: 2 + 2 Remodeled near 
MGM & Water Gardens. Patio, 
1527 Princeton St. #2. 
$1,550/mo. (310)569-4200.

VENICE: 2+1 Hardwood floors, 
4-unit bldg. Street parking, 52 
Paloma. $1,250/mo. (310)390-
2765.

For Rent
SM: 3 bdrm live/work pent-
house apt. Amenities include 
phone answering, reception, 
state of the art conference 
rooms & facilities, high-speed 
(T1) Internet and wired comput-
er ports. Modern full kitchens & 
baths. Two large terraces 
w/ocean view. $3,000. For info 
& appointmt: (310)-526-0310. 
Weekends (310)-890-0310.

Vehicles for sale
1964 FORD Ranchero. Rebuilt 
engine, excellent condition. 
New tires, must see. $4,000. 
Call Jamie at (310)451-1770

Announcements

A BUCK a day.  That’s all it 
costs you to run a classified ad 
in the Santa Monica Daily Press 
for the first month. Call 
(310)458-7737 and mention the 
“buck a day” special to get your 
super low rate!

ABILITIES COMMISSION
monthly meetings. Sign lan-
guage interpreter. Krispy Kreme 
doughnuts. Hotline (310) 899-
3888

IF YOU can’t find the Santa 
Monica Daily Press, request it!  
If you would like the Daily Press 
delivered to your place of busi-
ness in any of the six major 
commerical zones, call us at 
(310)458-7737.

Services
PET SITTING service. Reliable, 
responsible, pet lover wants to 
care for your cat, dog or other 
while you are away. Your home 
or mine. References. Judi 
Rose. (310)473-5360

STRICTLY THERAPEUTIC
LA Stone, Swedish, 

Thai Massage, 
Deep Circulatory Body
LAURA CAVANAUGH

310-210-1265

Health/Beauty
FULL LIPS Fast. Forget expen-
sive collagen.  Works in mi-
nutes. $38 ordervc.com 310-
312-0662

Buck
a 

Day

Who could ask for
anything more?

Sell today in the 

310-458-7737
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S t a r t i n g  a t
$ 6 2 . 4 5 / m o !

S i g n - u p  o n l i n e  a t  L A B r i d g e . c o m  o r  c a l l  3 1 0 . 8 2 3 . 6 4 1 6  

Internet Connections

always on,
always fast

“Since LA Bridge installed 

DSL at my home, I have 

found the flexibility 

to use the Internet in 

a whole new way.”
__Bill Foster,

Apple Computer

each account includes:
• 24/7 Internet connection

• 7 days/week tech support

• 6MB personal web space

• free local dial-up acct 

• over 4000 worldwide dial-up 

locations for laptop users who 

travel. (a metered service).

HOLIDAY
FOOD DRIVE

Help Stop Hunger by Participating 
in the Westside Food Bank

Drop Off Canned Goods at
Westside Food Bank

Warehouse
1710 22nd St.
Santa Monica
Monday-Friday

7am-1pm

Santa Monica Chamber 
of Commerce

501 Colorado Ave. #150
Monday-Friday

9am-noon
1pm-5pm

Your donations will help supply food to 65 social agencies in Santa Monica,
Venice, Culver City, West LA, Inglewood and West Hollywood.

WESTSIDE FOOD BANK
P.O. BOX 1565, Santa Monica, CA 90406 
310) 828-6016 Fax: (310) 828-2646
www.westsidefoodbankca.org

By the Associated Press

LAS VEGAS — In nine years teach-
ing art theory and criticism at UNLV,
Dave Hickey gained international recog-
nition for his writing, creativity and
unconventional insight.

Now, he’s getting attention closer to
home, as the winner of a MacArthur
Foundation Fellowship — a so-called
“genius grant.”

Has Hickey’s life changed in the month
since receiving the award and the
$500,000 grant that goes with it?

“It hasn’t changed at all, actually,” he
told the Las Vegas Review-Journal, sitting
down with $1,000 in fresh casino win-
nings for an interview on a bench outside
the Guggenheim Hermitage Museum at
The Venetian hotel-casino.

Hickey is still teaching, writing, lectur-

ing, curating art shows, helping former
students get their work noticed in New

York, gambling, smoking, making
strangers laugh and checking his mobile
phone for incoming calls he can’t miss.

His philosophy also remains the same.
“Art is not good for you,” he said. “It’s

not necessarily therapeutic. It’s supposed
to be exciting. It’s not penicillin. It’s more
like cocaine. It’s a drug. It gets you excit-

ed and makes you want more.”
Hickey, 62, was the oldest of 12 men

and 11 women to win this year’s annual
no-strings-attached award from the John
D. and Catherine T. MacArthur
Foundation in Chicago. Others are writ-
ers, artists and scientists.

Hickey is an author, teacher and travel-
er — quoted regularly as an art critic and
able to draw overflow crowds for lectures
in New York and Los Angeles.

His books are used by art criticism pro-
fessors across the country. He has con-
tributed for more than 20 years to publica-
tions including Art in America, The
Village Voice, Rolling Stone, Art News,
Artforum, Interview, Harper’s Magazine
and Vanity Fair.

Sporting white hair, cowboy boots and
a Dale Earnhardt jacket, Hickey told the
Review-Journal he intends to use his

award grant to take a one-year break from
teaching and traveling.

He plans to finish two new books —
one about Los Angeles-based artists and
another about American aesthetics — and
work on an expansion of his 1997 book
“Air Guitar: Essays in Art and
Democracy.”

Hickey called Las Vegas a good place
to teach art.

“When you’re teaching art students, in
a sense, you’re better off with no estab-
lished authority,” he said, ”... without a lot
of rich white people who are going to tell
you what to think and what to do.”

He said Las Vegas, based on visual cul-
ture, challenges artists to become visible.

“The differences between the high art
world and the high casino world are more
apparent than real,” he said. “They’re all
selling magic of one sort or other.”

Art professor gains acclaim with ‘genius grant’

By the Associated Press

A California sports agent has bought a
$5 bill that was issued in Wyoming before
it became a state.

Dwight Manley, managing partner of
the California Gold Marketing Group of
Newport Beach, Calif., said he bought the
only known surviving Territory of
Wyoming bank note for $50,000.

He bought it from the great-grand-
daughter of George Montgomery
“Monte” Blue, a film actor whose pictures

included the silent film, “Birth of a
Nation” in 1915.

Dated Sept. 13, 1886, the bill was
issued by First National Bank of Douglas,
in the year the town was founded, Manley
said in a statement Sunday.

The bill, with a serial number of 1, fea-
tures a portrait of President James
Garfield, who was assassinated five years
before the bill was issued.

One of the two authorization signatures
on the bill is that of the bank’s president
DeForest Richards, who later served as

governor of Wyoming from 1899-1903.
“I’ve always been intrigued by the

Gold Rush era and the Old West,”
Manley said. “This $5 bill is Old West
history you can hold in your hands. It is
serial number 1, it was previously
unknown, and it has a fascinating pedi-
gree.”

Federal banking records indicate the
bank issued 3,820 pieces of paper money
in $5, $10 and $20 bills before Wyoming
became a state in 1890, Manley said.

Manley said he bought the only known

surviving example from the bank. Also,
the note is one of only 14 bills known to
survive out of 97,848 pieces of paper
money issued by various Wyoming terri-
tory banks, he said.

“It’s a major discovery. Before this,
only 13 other Wyoming territory notes
were known to exist and they came from
Laramie, Cheyenne and Rawlins,” he
said.

Manley is president of United Sports
Agency and the agent of Karl Malone and
other NBA players.

California man buys pre-statehood Wyoming $5 bill

“(Art is) more like cocaine.
It’s a drug. It gets you 

excited and makes you
want more.”

DAVE HICKEY
UNLV art professor


