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A man’s body was found by divers in
the Pend Oreille River near Newport,
Wash., on Sept. 25; sheriff’s deputies
estimate that he was carrying about 40
pounds of beer (a satchel full around his
body, plus cans in his pocket), but said
they would wait for an autopsy before
commenting. And a 25-year-old driver
was killed in St-Joachim, Quebec, on
Sept. 24 when another car veered into
his lane and hit him; police said the
deceased was within his own lane but
was distracted, in that he was appar-
ently at the time engaged in sexual
intercourse with a female passenger.
(Having intercourse while driving, said a
police spokesman, “makes driving that
much more dangerous.")

Five years ago: Two-hundred and
eighty people were killed when a ferry
caught fire and foundered off the coast
of eastern China’s Shandong province. 
One year ago: President Bush signed
a $401 billion defense authorization
bill. The president then traveled to Fort
Carson, Colo., where he paid tribute to
the sacrifices of U.S. troops in Iraq. 
A jury in Virginia Beach, Va., sentenced
John Allen Muhammad to death for the
Washington-area sniper shootings. 
A fire at a Moscow dormitory for 
foreign students killed 43 people. 
Hall of Fame pitcher Warren Spahn
died in Broken Arrow, Okla., at age 82. 
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IRS PROBLEMS?

Miller in disbelief 
following series of events
BY JOHN WOOD
Daily Press Staff Writer

OCEAN PARK — When armed
FBI agents stormed his garage
shop last year, Santa Monica fur-
niture stripper Michael Miller
never imagined he’d be sent to
federal prison.

Miller, investigators noted,
smiled as agents cordoned off his
Main Street shop and hauled off
boxes of evidence, as if he didn’t
take seriously the burns suffered
by a sewer repairman working
below his shop. 

Miller contends he was smiling
nervously, unable to believe he
was suspected of illegally dump-
ing toxic chemicals. Now more
than a year later, Miller is still in
disbelief of how what he charac-
terized as a trace leak of harmless
rinsewater led to hard time.

“I’m basically a poster child of
everything that’s wrong with our

judicial system right now,” said
Miller, 41, a Santa Monica native
who grew up north of Montana
Avenue. “It’s mind-boggling what’s
going on.”

At issue in the case are contro-
versial mandatory sentencing
guidelines imposed by the federal
government, which many view as
too rigid. The guidelines are cur-
rently being challenged in two
cases before the U.S. Supreme
Court. Also at issue are Miller’s
claims that his unintentional leak
couldn’t have caused the injuries
suffered by sewer worker Vin-
cente Valenzuela, and questions
raised about Valenzuela’s work
conditions.

FBI agents arrested Miller in
March of 2003, after Valenzuela
fell into cardiac arrest and suf-
fered severe burns while working
in the sewer below Stripper Herk,
Miller’s furniture-stripping busi-
ness on Main Street. 

Authorities charged Miller with
three felonies, including one for

By Daily Press staff

POLICE HDQTRS. — A homeless
man wanted by authorities was
arrested by local police Tuesday

after they found him camping in
the Palisades Park bluffs.

At 8:45 a.m., Curtis Lyle Fitch,
34, a transient, who was a parolee at
large and wanted for assault with a

deadly weapon, was arrested for a
parole violation. He was taken to the
Santa Monica Jail. There is no bail.   

Officers located several people in
the bluff area, which is against Santa

Monica law. The City Council earli-
er this year passed a law that forbids
people from sleeping or camping in
the bluffs, directly below the park
— an area frequented by transients. 

Wanted transient couldn’t bluff way out of arrest

John Wood/Daily Press
Furniture stripper Michael Miller on Tuesday stands above a drain in his Main
Street shop where a toxic chemical seeped into the sewer system. Despite
cementing the drain shut, Miller must still serve one year in federal prison.

Merchant sent
to federal prison
for chemical leak

By The Associated Press

SM COURTHOUSE — A memo-
rabilia collector was ordered
Tuesday to turn over O.J. Simp-
son’s press credentials from the
1984 Olympics in another tiny
step toward satisfying a $33.5 mil-
lion award in a lawsuit that found
Simpson liable for the slayings of
his ex-wife and her friend.

The order was issued after a
closed-door court hearing to deter-
mine whether Simpson is hiding
assets from the family of Ron
Goldman, who was slain with

Nicole Brown Simpson in 1994.
Real estate agent and collector

Alfred Beardsley underwent about
30 minutes of questioning by

attorney Peter Csato, who repre-
sents Goldman’s father, Fred.

Santa Monica Superior Court
Judge Gerald Rosenberg then

ordered Beardsley to turn over the
press credentials, which Simpson
wore as an Olympics commentator
for ABC-TV, by Dec. 14.

A criminal court jury acquitted
Simpson of murder charges in
1996 after a televised trial that
captivated the nation.

Goldman’s parents and his
estate, however, were awarded
$33.5 million after a civil jury
found Simpson liable for the
deaths, but the judgment has gone
largely unpaid.

Michael Brewer, an attorney

Simpson saga continues as court seizes ID
“I’ve said this so many times, I’ve said it to
Fred’s face in debtor hearings: ‘If I have to

work to pay them, I won’t work.’ It’s that
simple. So, I’ll just play golf every day.”

— O.J. SIMPSON

See O.J., page 5

See TOXIC, page 4
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LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
★★★★★ Teamwork makes a project a

sure bet. Unexpected events occur where you least
expect them. Your flex and ability count. Right
now, others make it difficult for you to make an
independent decision. You must work with others.
Tonight: Follow another’s lead.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
★★★★ Pressure comes from different

areas of your life. Smile and charm others all you
want, and you’ll get results. Do be pliable and han-
dle each happening positively. Your creativity
surges to a new level. Flirt less; work more.
Tonight: Just don’t be alone.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
★★★★ Be ever-playful and remain steady

despite unexpected developments involving boss-
es and those who have power over your life. You
might want to make some adjustments on the per-
sonal front. Think and move slowly. Tonight: Relax
before you walk in the door.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
★★★★★ Allow more creativity in your life.

Your perspective could vary because of some
unanticipated events or information. Know what
you want. Flex and, if necessary, head in another
direction. Your focus counts; just keep your overall
goals in mind. Tonight: Smile — you have tomor-
row off.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
★★★ Basics count. Deal with family and

loved ones directly. You cannot postpone a finan-
cial decision. However, you could find another way
to make money, and/or someone will express his
or her adoration. Work on being a good receiver.
Tonight: Order in.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
★★★★ Your unpredictability gets the best

of others. Be more level, or at least explain what
might be going on with you. Sometimes sharing
your ideas could prevent an uproar. Good news
comes from a distance. Tonight: At a favorite
hangout.

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:

★★★★★-Dynamic   ★★★★-Positive   ★★★-Average   ★★-So-so   ★-Difficult

Follow your friends, Cancer

ARIES (March 21-April 19)
★★★★ Expenses might have you cring-

ing no matter how you look at the situation. A res-
olution might be in order, but surprises still come
forth. Keep an emergency fund. You might have to
deal with a need to spend. A partner helps you
out. Tonight: Special time for a loved one.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
★★★★★ Push comes to shove.

Someone really doesn’t hesitate to criticize you or
say something that’s hard to hear. He or she
might be talking about him- or herself. Try to be
as clear as you can. Your visions might be difficult
to verbalize. Tonight: What would make you
happy? Do just that.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
★★★ Take your time dealing with bosses.

Something said in a harsh or frustrated manner
might take a toll on you. Keep on pushing, keep-
ing your ultimate goal in mind. Concentrate on
work, and function at your best level. A flirty asso-
ciate could want more. Tonight: Pitch in with
Thanksgiving preparations.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
★★★★★ News from a distance could

make a big difference in your choices. Never lose
focus today of your long-term professional and
personal goals. Meetings help you share ideas
and draw a common consensus. Encourage more
laughter. Tonight: Follow your friends.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
★★★ Others look to you as an example.

How you handle problems and find solutions
serves as a model for many. You discover that a
partner or associate could be very tough and dif-
ficult. Adjust and express your caring on a deeper
level. Tonight: In the limelight.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
★★★★★ Reach out for others. Your

efforts make a big difference to someone at a dis-
tance. You gain a different perspective from new
information and from touching base with others.
Your efforts do make a big difference. Phrase your
opinions gently. Tonight: Visit over a cup of
Thanksgiving eggnog.
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BUILDING A BETTER BURGER
HOURS: M-TH:11AM-10PM  FRI-SAT:11AM-11PM  SUN:12PM-9PM

2901 Ocean Park Blvd in Santa Monica •  310.399.8383

You deserve to relax, even if just for a few minutes.

For More Ways to Make Your Life Easier

www.passengerswanted.net
For Fast Pickup Call:

(310) 828-3333

SHOW CARD
Local Santa Monica

20% Off
Senior VIP Card

Get to the doctor’s office or local grocery store without
worrying about traffic, parking, gas, and impatient drivers.

No hassle return trips. We’re always here for you.

Back to Basics: 
Back to Balance
 Join our four week program
to achieve a healthy lifestyle 
through exercise, nutritional 

counseling and stress 
management techniques.

Next session
October 11th 

No scales. No diets. No fads.
Just balanced, healthy living.

 310.842.5657
Located at the 

Loews Santa Monica Beach Hotel

www.stateoftheheartfitness.com

Call us for
more info.



Donner blitzin’ straight to the top
By Daily Press staff

One of Santa Monica College’s top administrators is outstanding.
Or so says the Community College Business Officers Organization. Tom

Donner, J.D., Santa Monica College’s executive vice president of business and
administration, has been named the national “Outstanding Chief Business Officer of
the Year” by the Community College Business Officers Organization. 

The award comes less than a month after Donner had been named winner in
CCBO’s Region 2, which is California. CCBO represents business operations of
community colleges in the U.S. and Canada. 

Donner was selected from the 17 regional winners and was named Nov. 17 at the
organization’s annual conference in Charleston, S.C.

Donner has been the chief business officer at SMC since 1976. He chartered the col-
lege’s fiscal plan through the aftermath of Proposition 13 tax reform and helped devel-
op a strong international student recruitment program to supplement state funding.

He served as interim president of SMC from October 1994 to July 1995. He
formed and led a creative team to tackle the rebuilding of permanent facilities dam-
aged by the 1994 Northridge earthquake, laying the groundwork for Federal
Emergency Management Agency funding of the science, library and business build-
ings and other reconstruction projects.

He also negotiated the establishment of satellite sites for the college at Santa
Monica Airport and several other locations throughout Santa Monica.

Donner received a bachelor of science in finance and his MBA from California
State University, Long Beach. He holds a Juris Doctorate degree from Southwestern
University and is an active member of the California State Bar.

Get kids off their duffs this holiday season
By Daily Press staff

The holidays are the most difficult time to maintain a fit and healthy lifestyle in
the Santa Monica area. Just as adults try to watch their waistlines, their mouths
water over pumpkin pie. While the focus in December is always on adult weight
gain, sometimes parents forget that children are equally at risk.

“Kids can also struggle with weight gain after indulging in food and desserts high in calo-
ries and fat,” explained Matt Hendison, vice president of marketing for My Gym Children’s
Fitness Center, a renowned children’s fitness centers. “With the rise in childhood obesity,
it’s essential that parents help their children to get off the couch and on the move.”

Hendison offers fitness tips for Santa Monica-area kids this holiday season.
■ Walk while you shop. It’s gift-giving season, so when you’re at the mall, make

sure your child is walking everywhere. Eliminate the stroller if your child is old
enough to walk.

■ Play with your child. Most kids are on holiday break so take them outside to a
playground or in your backyard. Throw and catch, play tag or hopscotch. Build a
sand castle or a snowman.

■ Exercise with your kids. Studies prove that if you let your children see you
keeping fit, they will want to do the same.

■ Exercise while doing chores. Holidays can be a busy cleaning time.
■ Wash or put away the dishes.
■ Fold laundry.
■ Sweep or vacuum the house; mop.
■ It’s cold outside, so build a fire. Have kids stack or carry in wood for building fires.
■ Marketing and cooking is a must during the holidays. Have kids help carry the gro-

ceries, from the car to the house. While you’re cooking, ask your kids to get involved.
■ Holidays are a happy time, so laugh. Laughing burns calories and builds stom-

ach muscles.
My Gym Children’s Fitness Centers offer a wide variety of physical early learn-

ing/pre-gymnastics classes. Named one of Entrepreneur Magazine’s fastest growing
franchises in 2003, My Gym currently has more than 130 locations in the United
States and several international locations. For more information about My Gym,
visit www.my-gym.com.

LOCAL

boards  •  wetsuits
swimwear

clothing  •  accessories

12204 Venice Boulevard 
Mar Vista, CA 90066
(310) 397-8300 TEL
(310) 397-8931 FAX
www.rockerboardshop.com
info@rockererboardshop.com

SURF REPORT
Santa Monica Daily Press ❑ Wednesday, November 24, 2004❑ Page 3

The Surf Report is sponsored by:

SATURDAY 11:03 2.1 11:02 0.4 5:12 4.9 4:33 4.4

SUNDAY (12:03 1.4) 11:43 0.7 5:46 5.3 5:42 4.3

MONDAY N/A N/A 12:47 0.7 6:16 5.7 6:40 4.3

TUESDAY 12:19 1.1 1:29 0.2 6:44 6.0 7:31 4.1

WEDNESDAY 12:50 1.4 2:06 -0.2 7:11 6.1 8:18 4.0

THURSDAY 1:18 1.8 2:41 -0.4 7:36 6.2 9:01 3.9

FRIDAY 1:45 2.1 3:16 -0.5 8:02 6.2 9:43 3.7

LOW TIDES HIGH TIDES
Morning Height Evening Height Morning Height Evening Height

Today the
water Is:

60°

The Santa Monica City Council earlier
this month discussed how many street per-
formers should be allowed on the pier at any
one time. The discussion turned into a larger
debate about the atmosphere on the pier.
Some elected officials think the pier should
be quieter than it is today, with the idea that
it should be a place to reflect and take in the
natural beauty surrounding it.

So this week, Q-Line wants to know,
“How do you envision the Santa Monica
Pier in the future?”

Call (310) 285-8106 before 5 p.m. on
Friday, and we’ll print your response in the
weekend edition. Please limit comments to
less than a minute. It might help to think first
about the wording of your response.

On Wednesday, a modest mix of NW swell and old SW’er

bumps up best NW exposures a bit. Northern LA spots see main-

ly knee-waist high waves with plus sets at top NW breaks. The

South Bay is also in the 2-3’ range, with chest high sets at best

NW breaks in the north half of the bay. Look for a slow drop on

Thursday. Light and variable wind on Wednesday morning, turn-

ing W by the afternoon. 
Write us at wood@smdp.com and tell us what the surf is doing today

at your local break.
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Cool and Cloudy.
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Soup Daily!

WE DELIVER!
Throughout Santa Monica
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“Voted Best in L.A.”
— America Online Poll

915 Wilshire Blvd. • 310.451.SLICE(7542)
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illegally dumping methylene chloride into
the sewer. 

Those charges were later reduced, and
Miller pleaded guilty in July to a misde-
meanor charge for unwittingly letting the
chemical seep into the sewer and a felony
for keeping sealed, 55-gallon barrels of
the toxic substance at his business for
longer than the 90 allowable days. In
keeping with minimum federal guide-
lines, U.S. District Judge R. Gary
Klausner last month sentenced Miller to
one year in prison. 

Alan Rubin, Miller’s attorney, was
taken aback.

“The reason that came out that way
was the judge didn’t follow the comment
in the guidelines that said for negligence,
a downward departure may be warrant-
ed,” Rubin said. “How could Congress
have sincerely believed that you should
get the same sentence for a felony as a
misdemeanor? It was crazy to me.”

Miller, too, was shocked. He must turn
himself in by the end of the year and has
yet to secure a slot in a minimum-security
prison for white-collar criminals. Even if
he does secure an opening in one of the
preferred prisons, Miller may be kept in
the prison system’s general population
during processing.

“There should be some kind of a safety

net for dudes like me,” he said. “But the
judge bangs his gavel and I’m headed to a
federal facility. It’s freaking bananas.”

Assistant U.S. Attorney William
Carter, who had pushed for an 18-month
sentence, called the sentence strong.

“The judge obviously felt that what
Mr. Miller did was very serious and posed
a threat to his employees and the neigh-
borhood, and therefore imposed what I
would consider a significant sentence for
someone who has no prior criminal con-
victions,” he said Tuesday.

Klausner, who was appointed to the
bench in December of 2002 by President
George W. Bush, declined to discuss
Miller’s case and said he wouldn’t com-
ment on the controversial federal sentenc-
ing guidelines until after the Supreme
Court makes a decision on them. With the
guidelines in limbo, law experts said fed-
eral judges are in a difficult position.

“It is a bit of a mess for federal judges,”
said former federal prosecutor Laurie
Levenson, a 15-year law professor at
Loyola Marymount University. “There
are many federal judges that have just
held off on sentencing until we get a deci-
sion from the Supreme Court.”

Beyond the controversy over mandato-
ry sentencing guidelines, Miller main-
tained that a slight rinsewater leak from
his shop couldn’t have caused
Valenzuela’s injuries. Lawyers agreed the

concentration of methylene chloride
found on Valenzuela’s clothing was just
29 parts per million, adding it takes 200
parts per million to cause injury. A
stronger concentration of a chemical
called “acetate” was found on
Valenzuela’s clothing that didn’t come
from Stripper Herk, he added.

“When it was all over, they came back
with a big fat ‘Oops, what do we do
now?’” Miller said.

Carter disagreed sharply, adding
Valenzuela had third-degree burns cover-
ing more than half of his body.

“Methylene chloride acts the same way
as alcohol,” he said. “You can dip your
hand in alcohol or rub alcohol on your
arm and it evaporates real quickly, and
you get that cool sensation ... 

“If you’re in an open space, methylene
chloride is going to evaporate quickly off
your skin, but if you’re soaking in it in a
confined space where there is no evapora-
tion, you’re going to get burned, and
that’s what happened to Mr. Valenzuela,”
he added.

As to the felony charge over illegally
storing the 55-gallon barrels, Miller said
he feels duped for telling the truth. When
investigators sifted through his shop,
Miller admitted he had let about 20 bar-
rels accumulate over several months,
because it is expensive to have them car-
ried off and he was struggling to make
ends meet. Had he told the investigators
the 20 barrels had accumulated in the pre-
vious 90 days, the backlog may have been
considered legal, Miller suggested.

“The drums were there,” said Miller,
an avid fisherman who added he would
never knowingly pollute the ocean. “I did-
n’t put them in the trash. I didn’t dump it
... It was in a sealed, certified container
out in the open. 

“I wasn’t trying to hide anything.”
According to Carter, only a fence cov-

ered with ivy separated the barrels from
the shop’s residential neighbors.

“These wastes were stored right next to
an apartment building,” he said. “There
were over 20 drums, they weren’t labeled
with anything and they’d been there over 90
days. That was the government’s concern.”

Rubin and Miller suggested Valenzuela’s

injuries were exacerbated by unsafe work-
ing conditions. They said he wore jeans and
a T-shirt, but no breathing apparatus, adding
the exit from the 36-inch sewer line he
worked in was blocked by equipment.

City officials said an inspection of
sewer contractor BH-Garver, the firm that
hired Valenzuela, was conducted by the
office of Occupational Safety and Health
Administration, but added they didn’t
know its results.

“Whatever recommendation came out,
that’s between OSHA and BH-Garver,”
Santa Monica City Engineer Tony Antich
said Tuesday. “If we were to seek hiring a
contractor in the future, we would ask the
question, in the future, ‘Have their been
any violations?’ And, if so, what had been
the outcome of that.”

Officials from BH-Garver did not
return calls. Carter said he didn’t investi-
gate the claims, because even if true they
wouldn’t have changed the fact that
Miller negligently discharged the chemi-
cal. Meanwhile, Valenzuela has also filed
a lawsuit against Miller in civil court.

The FBI was first tipped off to Miller
by Gary Welling, a wastewater specialist
from City Hall who had cited Miller in the
past. In 1992, when Miller managed but
didn’t own the now-28-year-old shop, he
was cited for dumping methylene chloride
into the sewer after the city first switched
to a policy of recycling. The following
year, he was cited for letting a backlog of
the barrels accumulate. 

Miller said the 1992 citation was the
first he’d heard of the policy change, and
said he let barrels stack up in 1993 for the
same reason he did 10 years later, a lack
of money.

On Tuesday, Miller said he will spend
the next several weeks preparing to turn
himself in to authorities, and confronting
myriad details associated with leaving his
work and home. Though he feels mistreat-
ed by a rigid system, Miller said he real-
izes he made a mistake.

“I’m going,” he said. “I’ve got no
choice.

“I am wiped out,” Miller added.
“Mentally, financially, physically — I’m
ruined. I have absolutely no clue how I’m
going to survive this thing.”
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RECYCLE NOW!
CRV ALUMINUM CANS: $1.40 per lb.

(Up to $1.60 per lb.)  Drop-off donation bins available 24 hours in front

Santa Monica Recycling Center

2411 Delaware Avenue in Santa Monica

(310) 453-9677
X
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Weight?  Bad Habit?  Anxiety? Fear?  Phobia?  
Low Confidence?  Chronic Pain?  Stress?  

Insomnia?  Procrastination?

It’s Only A Phone Call Away!
John McGrail C.Ht.

Certified Hypnotherapist
(310) 235-2882

What Do You Have to Lose?

310-828-6444
1908 Frank St. Santa Monica

PUBLIC DUMP
IN SANTA MONICA
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Transfer Company
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EASTON GYM
SANTA MONICA

1233 Third Street Promenade
310-395-4441

Easton Gym is your neighborhood gym.

COMPLETE FITNESS FACILITY •  FREE PARKING

Federal sentencing guidelines go before high court
TOXIC, from page 1
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Grilled & Cold Paninis

Gourmet Salads

Delicious Crêpes

2715 Main St. Santa Monica • (310) 399-9939
www.paninigarden.com

Since 1998

Eat inside or out in our beautiful lavender garden!

BREAKFAST - LUNCH - DINNER     |     CATERING/DELIVERY

GERMAN CAR SERVICE
Specialist in Repair of  Porsche • VW • Audi • BMW

• Best alternative to high dealer prices
• Complete service and repair
• All work guaranteed
• Locally owned and operated since 1965

2202 OLYMPIC BLVD., SANTA MONICA • (310) 829-2563

Reiss-Woznak Medical Clinic
Fast, personal care for work-related injulires.

Office Hours 7-5:30 Monday-Friday
Available for Emergencies 24-7

1908 Santa Monica Blvd. Tel:310-828-5571

If you don’t expect your customers to wait
forever for service, then why should your staff?

representing Goldman’s mother, Sharon
Rufo, will question Beardsley on the same
issue on Dec. 14.

Brewer said he and Csato believe
Simpson is earning undisclosed income
from autograph signings that should go
toward fulfilling the award.

Recent tabloid reports that Simpson
hid valuable memorabilia in a Northern
California storage fueled their suspicions,
said Csato, who had a copy of the tabloid
article in the courtroom.

Brewer said Ron Goldman’s parents
have collected only about $500,000
through an auction of property seized at
Simpson’s former home in the Brentwood
section of Los Angeles. Simpson, who
now lives in Florida, has an NFL pension
and an annuity, both of which cannot be
touched, Brewer said.

“I think there’s been some information
that Mr. Simpson may not have been
above board in relation to his business
assets,” Brewer said outside of the Santa
Monica Courthouse. “He’s living in
Florida in a relatively nice, comfortable
lifestyle. He’s got to step up to the plate
and settle these judgments.”

Simpson, on his way to play golf,
reacted with anger when asked about the
allegations.

“I’ve said this so many times, I’ve said
it to Fred’s face in debtor hearings: ‘If I
have to work to pay them, I won’t work,’”
Simpson told WSVN-TV in Miami on
Tuesday. “It’s that simple. So, I’ll just
play golf every day.”

Beardsley set up an autograph-signing last
month for Simpson at Frank & Sons
Collectibles in Industry, Calif., about 20 miles
east of Los Angeles. The event was canceled
in part because Beardsley was hospitalized.

Beardsley declined to say outside court
whether Simpson was to be paid for the
signing, but said that was the only event
he had set up for the former football star.

“I’m not the only one being dragged
into court and I won’t be the last,” said
Beardsley, who did not have an attorney
present. “This is far from over.”

It was not the first time attorneys have
tried to collect on the judgment.

About seven months ago, the Goldman
family hired an attorney to recover money
they thought Simpson was getting for auto-
graphs in St. Louis, Mo., Brewer said. But
Simpson said, when confronted, that he was
signing autographs for free, Brewer said.

The family’s attorneys believe
Simpson “earned money and may have
secreted it out of St. Louis,” Brewer said.

It was unclear how much the Olympic
press credentials were worth, but Csato
said outside court that Beardsley told
them about “other tangible properties of
substantive value” belonging to Simpson
that Beardsley may be able to lead them
to. Csato declined to elaborate.

Csato also said he was aware of
Simpson property recovered last month
from a Hanford, Calif., storage unit that
had been turned over to the Kings County
Sheriff’s Department. A tabloid report said
that Simpson’s friend and former agent,
Mike Gilbert, turned over the property
after stashing it for the athlete since 1997.

‘The Juice’ lets loose 
on paying off his penalty
O.J., from page 1

INTERESTED IN YOUR DAILY FORECAST?

CHECK OUT THE HOROSCOPES ON PAGE 2!
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Government can’t read between the lines
Editor:

How can we attain the No Child Left Behind goal when the state’s budget (SB1113)
this year provides 70 cents per child for school library books and materials? The bud-
get has gone from $28.89 per student in 1999 to 70 cents per student in 2004.

As a school library media teacher, I have been in students’ homes where there were
no books, magazines, computers or encyclopedias. What can we buy for 70 cents that
will help these students succeed in school? Apparently, our government decision-
makers do not buy books or they would know that one book costs an average of $25.
This cut fosters illiteracy. Is this what we want, a generation of non-readers? Isn’t
there a better way to balance the state budget?

Ann McKechnie
Library media teacher, Santa Monica High School

Family fights back after loss of brother
Editor:

A tragic and all too often deadly disease, diabetes, touches millions of American
families. Although the cause is still unknown, diet and genetics are believed to play a
part. Like a car accident, it can strike a family out of the blue — just like it struck ours
and our brother Christopher. No one is immune.

Christopher John Lotz was special in so many ways. He had a beautiful face and
contagious smile that could brighten anyone’s day, but alone he suffered greatly with
this disease. Despite medical help, Christopher lost his battle as a result of complica-
tions from diabetes on Dec. 17, 2001, just three weeks after our family Thanksgiving
dinner. He was only 37 and was awaiting the birth of his first child.

Watching anyone endure the battle of diabetes brings a sadness we would wish
upon no one. As a brittle diabetic, Christopher required many items like test strips,
needles and insulin. He struggled on a daily basis to maintain his health. Additionally,
diabetics suffer other issues which may include a shortage of funds to purchase sup-
plies, sugar lows or highs which give the appearance of drunkenness, blurred vision,
slurred speech and, subsequently, work days become sick days. Family arguments
may increase since the stress level can prove constant. When this disease comes upon
you or your loved ones, life is never the same.

In honor of Christopher and his 2-year-old son, little Christopher Blake Lotz, our
family has made a personal commitment to bringing awareness of the devastation dia-
betes reeks on a person. At this time of year when the rush of the holidays can con-
sume us, we want to remind everyone it’s not the material possessions in our lives that
matter, but the time spent with family and loved ones that is important. Even though
diabetes has already stolen our precious brother, we remain hopeful, vigilant and ded-
icated to educating others about the dangers of diabetes and to help fund programs

like the Junior Diabetes Research Fund (JDRF). Although new treatments are being
developed, when your loved one dies, it’s all too late.

On Nov. 26-27 we will honor our commitment to the fight against diabetes by
extending special holiday discounts and sharing life-saving information regarding
diabetes at our retail location, Jewel Box Frames (3100 Wilshire Blvd.) We invite all
Angelenos to join us as proceeds from the two-day event will be donated to the JDRF.
Donations to the JDRF will also be gratefully accepted and forwarded. 

We know change is on the way. We only hope and pray it comes very soon. 
In memory of our brother, Christopher John Lotz — who is forever loved and

missed every day.

Deborah and Kathleen Lotz
Santa Monica 

Mall redevelopment plan full of hot air
Editor:

From the shifting sands of Santa Monica politics comes the diversionary tactic of
offering its residents the inflated promise that when the hyper-developed, super-com-
mercialized, monster Macerich “compound” is built to supplant the old Santa Monica
Place, we will be a wealthier, happier community.

How is it possible that the city can afford to give serious consideration to such lofty
goals as building a massive goliath downtown, complete with 21-story towers over-
looking our coastline, when it can’t yet manage to care for, or deal with its 2,000-plus
homeless population? Or maintain adequate affordable housing? Or build public
restrooms for the hundreds of people who already patronize downtown Santa
Monica? When the city says it wants to see more diversity in the community, is that
just another way of saying they want to see more rich people replacing us, the middle
class, and the working poor? Is it a way of saying they want more commercialism at
the expense of less community. Can you say special interests?

Do we residents want to speak up now, or do we want to wait until we are forced
to move out of the community because of overly commercialized interests, and an
artificially inflated economy? While the middle class are being edged out of Santa
Monica, and the poor and homeless are being given the brush off, (can you say gen-
trification?) the rich folks are lining up to pay $3,000 a month plus, in rent. Just who
is going to be  paying for what? And who will really be getting the benefit of such a
massive redevelopment plan? More residents need to get involved with our city’s
planning process, and soon, or we are going to find ourselves being priced right out
of our neighborhoods by some very tall demands.

Ms. Justin L.B. Gagnon
Santa Monica

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

When the election smoke cleared, the
GOP had scored a decisive victory.
Republicans had made gains in the House
and Senate, and Bush remained in the
White House like a tenacious mold. 

Pundits quickly weighed in: The voters
had chosen Bush on moral issues. Doom-
sayers slid out from beneath their rocks to
declare the Democratic Party dead. 

Then came Democratic panic: Frenzied
hand wringing and finger pointing, maybe
even a little soul searching. Pols, pollsters
and other personages began wondering
out loud if the party should break with
gays or minorities, possibly even drop the
right to choose from its platform. Others
suggested that the blue staters would
never win until they stopped viewing reli-
gious evangelicals as a bunch of redneck
dolts.  All felt that a change was needed.

Wrong.
The whole brouhaha over these so-

called moral issue voters is little more
than a myth. This group, about 29 percent
of those who voted, corresponds nearly
exactly with the number of evangelical

Christian voters. 
Their so-called moral values are little

more than a code for pandering to their
beliefs. This would include putting judges
on the Circuit and Supreme Courts that are
so extreme that they would set America
back nearly 100 years. Government-sanc-
tioned gay bashing also is on top of their
Christmas wish list as is their demand for
prayer in the schools. And some of the reli-
gious schools that they would like funded
with tax supported school vouchers are so
extreme that they are virtually indistin-
guishable from Pakistani Madrasases.

So how do you fight a group that falls
into line better than the Rockettes? You
don’t. Wait them out.  Already their poli-
cies are self-destructing. Abstinence-only
programs, which fail to teach children
about contraception, have already led to
an increase in teen pregnancies and abor-
tions, as well as sexually transmitted dis-
eases. And the insistence by these evan-
gelicals and fundamentalists that evolu-
tion is a theory and that strict creationism
be taught in the schools — after prayer of
course — may be the only legitimate
proof that humans have not evolved. 

Besides, even if the Democrats ran
Jerry Falwell there is about as much
chance of these voters going for a
Democratic Presidential candidate as the
NRA throwing their support behind
Barbara Boxer. 

And let me state for the record, the
Democratic platform is more inclusive
and more representative of Americans.
Sure, abortion is a divisive issue and gays
drastically overreached when they pushed
same-sex marriages, but most Americans
still support some form of abortion rights,
as well as civil unions for gays.  And
when you present the Democratic
Platform point by point, the vast majority
of Americans are supportive. 

Further, the Democratic Party is far
more family orientated and morally supe-
rior. For instance, the Democrats believe
in better pay and benefits for middle-class
workers. The Republicans support cheaper
prices for products manufactured overseas
and sold at mega stores like Wal-Mart who
provide few benefits to their workers. And
would families prefer to breath cleaner air,
or have higher dividends from their coal
and energy stocks while suffering health
problems that will cost more than $170
billion and result in 30,000 premature
deaths a year? Or how about tort reform
that limits frivolous lawsuits versus dra-
conian reform that lets greedy automotive,
power, tobacco and other companies put
profits over our safety. And would Jesus
rather have decent health insurance for
every man, woman and child, or massive
tax breaks and perks for health insurers,
drug companies and the rich? 

The Democrats do not need a new plat-

form. What they need is an ability to com-
municate their existing one. 

The Democratic message has been
drowned out by a Republican echo cham-
ber that has been 30 years and billions of
dollars in the making. Their supporters
now control local and national newspa-
pers, radio networks and television sta-
tions throughout the country. What they
can’t own they try to influence through
bogus think tanks, such as the Heritage
Foundation and Cato Institute, or through
underhanded surrogates like the Swift
Boat Commanders. 

To remain viable the Democrats must
focus their energies toward creating their
own media juggernaut.  Because once the
Democrats are able to effectively dissem-
inate their message, as well as poke holes
in the flimsy Orwellian sound bites that
Republicans substitute for policy, voters
will return to the party in droves. 

But in order to succeed the Democrats
must stay the course. Should they aban-
don their core values in order to attract
more conservative voters then they will
simply become a party without a soul. In
other words: Republicans. 

(To reach Ed, e-mail him at edsincites-
@aol.com).

Democrats must stay the course to retain its soul
INCITES

BY ED SILVERSTEIN

OPINIONS EXPRESSED are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters
we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to sack@smdp.com. All letters must include the author’s name and telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices located at 1427 Third Street
Promenade, Suite 202, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.
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(Editor’s note: This is the second col-
umn in a two-part series. The first column
appeared in the Nov. 22 edition.)   

Once I made up my mind that a hybrid
was the right type of car for me to pur-
chase, I began to actively look around at
the available hybrid choices. My enthusi-
asm quickly turned to concern. 

My attention was initially directed to
Honda and Toyota: The current automak-
ers of available hybrids. The existing
choices seem to have serious limitations
for someone like myself, who would want
this car to be my primary, family vehicle.
The two-seat Honda Insight and the five-
passenger Honda Civic and Toyota Prius
hatchback are not realistic for someone
who regularly transports children, a dog,
groceries and regular home purchases.
Perhaps I got spoiled for a number of years
with my Jeep SUV. In any event, for infor-
mational purposes, I contacted Toyota.
First, I was told that the Toyota Prius has a
waiting list of six to eight months. More
interesting, I discovered that Toyota was
offering its seven-passenger Highlander
SUV as a hybrid. In the summer of 2004,
this was promoted as reaching the market
in early 2005. Now, I am told that it will
not be available until June 2005. There is
no way to order one or to get on a real wait-
ing list to purchase one next summer. Ah,
but Toyota Motor Sales U.S.A. is going to
also offer the first luxury hybrid SUV with
its RX400h. Originally projected to be
available in the fall 2004, the date got
pushed forward to November, then
December, and is currently projected for
April 15, 2005. It is amazing to me that,
according to Toyota Motor Sales U.S.A.,
by the end of August they had received
orders for more than 9,000 RX 400h’s,
more than any vehicle in the 15-year histo-
ry of its Lexus brand. In spite of this
unprecedented demand, it’s only set to pro-
duce 24,000 of these SUV’s per year. I am
told by a local Lexus dealership that Lexus
will make this 20 percent of the RX mix.
Eight out of 10 RX’s will not be hybrids.

That brought me to Ford Motor
Company with its new Ford Escape hybrid.
Not only have they created the first hybrid
from a domestic manufacturer, and the first
to offer all-wheel drive, but they have pro-
duced the first-ever hybrid SUV. Wow. I
thought this would be the perfect fit for me:
A hybrid SUV, the right size, the right price
— from about $27,000 — and the right
time. Here is a hybrid that has actually been
produced and test driven by some of the
proper consumer organizations. The early
performance results were reported as very
positive. The only possible negative I saw
was reference to the test vehicle as being
“pricey” at almost $31,000. This could be
partially offset by a “clean-fuel vehicle” tax
deduction of  $2,000 (until Dec. 31, 2005.
Then it will become $500 for 2006, after
which the deduction will not apply). So,
where do I go to test drive the Ford Escape
SUV hybrid, and purchase, or order one if I
am satisfied? Well, here is the catch.
Although they are “produced,” they are not

exactly available at your local dealerships.
Ford has scheduled to produce a total of
20,000 of these hybrids during this year. If
you want to put your name on a waiting list,
with a $500 deposit, you will be called
when one does appear. At a local Ford
dealership, I was told there were about 130
names on the list. When you reach the top
of the dealer’s list and you are called, you
have to decide whether the one that has
become available is to your liking. If not,
you go to the bottom of the list. Obviously,
you have no say as to color, options or
price. Through a fluke, I had an opportuni-
ty to see the Escape hybrid the other night.
It is obvious that the manufacturer has fully
loaded these initial vehicles to solidify its
profit. When you couple this with the deal-
er mark-up of $5,000, a charge simply for
the privilege of buying this “hot” item, you
quickly get to a non-negotiable price of
$36,000 —  without tax and tags, which
add about another 10 percent. Even in my
present state of mind and need, it is almost
impossible to rationalize driving off in a
Ford Escape at nearly $40,000. Finally, if I
want to order one that has the color and
options of my choosing, they will place the
order now but can’t insure any date of
arrival. They advise that it’s not likely to be
any time before April 2005.  

Well, at this point, I am not certain
which direction I may take on the road to
acquire the right vehicle for me. Maybe I
haven’t had enough time to adjust since
the recent elections. Perhaps I have a case
of “blue-state” skepticism that has been
reinforced in this post-weapons-of-mass-
destruction era. The kind of demand that
seems to surround the sale of hybrid vehi-
cles doesn’t match the very slow and lim-
ited production of the vehicles. When a
particular model is only being produced
in numbers of about 20,000 in the entire
country, I can’t help but compare and
contrast those numbers to last year’s total
U.S. automobile sales of 16.7 million
autos, according to Polk. General Motors
Corporation — the largest auto manufac-
turer with sales last year of about 5.6 mil-
lion autos in North America — made a
stunning announcement in early 2003 that
it would produce 1,000,000 hybrid vehi-
cles by 2007. However, it appears that
they will not have their first hybrid avail-
able for sale until 2006. 

In looking over this entire hybrid experi-
ence, I am sensing that something doesn’t
add up. This really feels like a parallel to the
way the auto manufacturers crushed the sale
and development of electric vehicles in the
late 1990s and early 2000. Or, it could be
linked to the way we seem to be diverted
and manipulated into believing that research
and development of hydrogen fuel cells is
going to take us down the illusive “hydro-
gen highway.” There is an economic reality
that continues to stare me in the face. The
enormous power and wealth of auto manu-
facturers and the oil companies are natural-
ly driven by increasing and unreasonable, if
not unconscionable, profits. The George W.
and George H.W. Bush administrations,
along with many of our elected officials at
the national and state levels, do not appear
to be looking out for the lowly consumer.
The continuation of our energy policies is
costing all of us dearly.

(Carole can be reached at Carole-
orlin@yahoo.com).

Hype over the hybrids
makes buyers lose gas

COMMON
SCENTS
BY CAROLE ORLIN

Thanksgiving is designed 
to celebrate, not faith, 
but thought and production.

Thanksgiving celebrates man’s abili-
ty to produce. The cornucopia filled
with exotic flowers and delicious fruits,
the savory turkey with aromatic trim-
mings, the mouth-watering pies, the col-
orful decorations — it’s all a testament
to the creation of wealth.

Thanksgiving is a uniquely American
holiday, because this country was the
first to create and to value material
abundance. It is America that has been
the beacon for anyone wanting to escape
from poverty and misery. It is America
that generated the unprecedented flood
of goods that washed away centuries of
privation. It is America, by establishing
the precondition of production — politi-
cal freedom — that was able to unleash
the dynamic, productive energy of its
citizens.

This should be a source of pride to
every self-supporting individual. It is
what Thanksgiving is designed to com-
memorate. But there are those, motivat-
ed by hatred for human comfort and
happiness, who want to make Thanks-
giving into a day of national guilt. We
should be ashamed, they say, for con-
suming a disproportionate share of the
world’s food supply. Our affluence, they
say, constitutes a depletion of the “plan-
et’s resources.” The building of dams,
the use of fossil fuels, the driving of
sports utility vehicles — they insist —
are cause, not for celebration, but for
atonement. What if, they all wail, the
rest of the world consumed the way
Americans do?

If only that were to happen — we
would have an Atlantis. For it would
mean that the production of wealth
would have multiplied. Man can con-
sume only what he first produces. All
production is an act of creation. It is the
creation of wealth where nothing before
existed--nothing useful to man. America
transformed a once-desolate wilderness
into farms, supermarkets and air-condi-
tioned houses, not by taking those goods
away from some have-nots, nor by “con-
suming” the “world’s resources” — but
by reshaping valueless elements of
nature into a form beneficial to human
beings.

Since human survival is not automat-
ic, man’s life depends on successful pro-
duction. From food and clothing to sci-
ence and art, every act of production
requires thought. And the greater the
creation, the greater is the required
thinking.

This virtue of productiveness is what

Thanksgiving is supposed to recognize.
Sadly, this is a virtue rejected not only
by the attackers of this holiday, but by
its alleged defenders as well.

Many Americans make Thanksgiving
into a religious festival. They agree with
Lincoln, who, upon declaring Thanks-
giving a national holiday in 1863, said
that “we have been the recipients of the
choicest bounties of heaven.” They
ascribe our material abundance to God’s
efforts, not man’s.

That view is a slap in the face of any
person who has worked an honest day in
his life. The appropriate values for this
holiday are not faith and charity, but
thought and production. The proper
thanks for one’s wealth goes not to some
mystical deity but to oneself, if one has
earned that wealth.

The liberal tells us that the food on
our Thanksgiving plate is the result of
mindless, meaningless labor. The con-
servative tells us that it is the result of
supernatural grace. Neither believes that
it represents an individual’s achieve-
ment.

But wealth is not generated by sheer
muscle; India, for example, has far more
manual laborers than does the United
States. Nor is it generated by praying for
God’s blessing; Iran, for example, is far
more religious. If the liberal and conser-
vative views of wealth are correct, why
aren’t those countries awash in riches?

Wealth is the result of individual
thought and effort. And each individual
is morally entitled to keep, and enjoy,
the consequences of such thought and
effort. He should not feel guilty for his
own success, or for the failures of oth-
ers.

There is a spiritual need fed by the
elaborate meal, fine china and crystal,
and the presence of cherished guests. It
is the self-esteem that a productive per-
son feels at the realization that his think-
ing and energy have made consumption
possible.

Come Thanksgiving Day, when some
success-hating commentator condemns
America for being the world’s leading
consumer, tell him that he is evading the
underlying fact: that this country is the
world’s leading producer. And then, as
you sit down to dinner, celebrate the
spiritual significance of the holiday by
raising a toast to the virtue of your own
productive ability and to America’s pro-
ductive giants, past and present.

(Dr. Hull is co-editor of The Ayn
Rand Reader and is a senior writer for
the Ayn Rand Institute in Irvine. The
Institute promotes the philosophy of Ayn
Rand, author of Atlas Shrugged and The
Fountainhead).

Give thanks for most
American of holidays
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BY DAISY NGUYEN 
Associated Press Writer 

LOS ANGELES — It’s a turkey with a
proud heritage, so much so that gourmet
cooks seem to be flocking to poultry
farms this Thanksgiving season to buy
one. 

Mary and Rick Pitman say the phone at
their Fresno-area farm has hardly stopped
ringing since summer. The questions are
always the same: Is there still time to
reserve a heritage turkey for Thursday’s
Thanksgiving feast? 

“There’s such a huge demand for these
turkeys, I’ve never seen anything like it,”
said Mary Pitman. This despite a heritage
bird’s higher price — anywhere from $3
to $7 a pound — compared with $1.40 a
pound for a factory-farm raised turkey. 

Consumers with discerning palates say
it’s a small price to pay for a bird they
find tastier and more flavorful than the
modern, mass-produced turkeys found in
supermarkets. People from as far away as
Florida have been calling Sylvia
Mavalwalla’s farm in Petaluma to order
one, and those who live nearby insist on
driving straight to her ranch to pick up a
fresh bird. 

With word about heritages spreading,
the Pitmans say they expect to sell 6,000
birds this year, 5,000 more than last year
when they first started raising them.
Mavalwalla said she will sell 110, up
from 45 last year. 

About 274 million turkeys were raised
in the United States in 2003, according to
the U.S. Department of Agriculture, and
most of them were mass-produced
Broadbreasted White turkeys. 

A census conducted in 1997 by the
American Livestock Breeds Conservancy
found only 1,335 heritage turkeys in the
country. This year, about 20,000 were
raised, according to Slow Food USA,
which launched a campaign in 2001 to
reacquaint Americans with the birds. 

Preservationists believe revived inter-
est in eight varieties of turkeys such as the
American Bronze, Bourbon Red and
Narragansett will help keep the food sup-
ply diverse and save the breeds from
extinction. 

“When talking about certain animals
being raised for food, if no one eats them
then they become endangered,” said Erika
Lesser, executive director of Slow Food
USA. “You ensure their survival by con-
suming and ensuring demands for them.” 

People who want to try a heritage bird

may have missed out this year if they
haven’t already ordered, but Lesser says
they can reserve early for next year. That
way farmers can plan the year’s stock. 

Heritage turkeys take eight months to
fully develop, while a commercial turkey
has about a 3-month life span. The
Broadbreasted White turkeys were devel-
oped in the 1950s to come to market faster
and fatter, and they’ve lost the ability to
run, fly and breed naturally. 

The Pitmans say their turkeys are fed a
high-protein grain diet and are given four
times as much roaming space as factory-
raised turkeys. As a result, their live
weights range from seven to 20 pounds,
compared with 27 pounds for an average
Broadbreasted White. 

Heritage turkeys are also more “ani-
mated and social” than Broadbreasted
Whites, says Mary Pitman, who raises
both. 

“When you go out there, they follow
you whereas other birds would run away
from you,” she said. “When you get excit-
ed, they get excited. And they’re beauti-
ful, they have intense bronze, purple
feathers.” 

Farmers say it is worth the added time
and money it takes to raise them. 

“I wouldn’t do it if I wasn’t making a
profit,” Mavalwalla said. 

For Pitman, raising the birds is also
part of a personal crusade. She switched
to eating pure foods two decades ago after
she began developing allergies and her
body couldn’t digest processed food. 

“I feel strongly about the way my
turkeys are raised because of my own
health,” she said. 

For people like her, who need to pay
close attention to what they eat, a compa-
ny called Heritage Foods USA even
offers a way to trace the origins of their
turkey. 

By ordering with the company’s online
service, a consumer can log on to a live
webcam and watch the birds being raised. 

“It’s hard to rely on labels in this day
and age,” said Patrick Martins, who creat-
ed Slow Food’s turkey campaign before
founding Heritage Foods. “This offers a
way to connect the consumer to the
farmer.” 

For those who just want to go to the
store and buy one, many upscale markets
such as Bristol Farms in Southern
California and Berkeley Bowl Market-
place in Berkeley have also picked up on
heritage turkeys’ surging popularity and
are now selling them. 

Gobble, gobble, gone?
Turkeys stage comeback

Bitch!
Whine!

Complain!
Check Out the Question of the Week on Page 3 and let us hear what you have to say



Agents have coke and a smile
By The Associated Press 

ONTARIO — A suspected drug dealer was arrested and
268 pounds of cocaine was seized during a narcotics task
force raid. 

The cocaine is worth $2.4 million. 
A dozen agents from the Inland Crackdown Allied

Task Force and officers from the California Highway
Patrol served a search warrant Saturday night at a north
Archibald Avenue apartment, task force leader Orlando
Lopez said Monday. 

“It looked like it was a stash location for drugs and
cash,” Lopez said. “There was a money counter, a lot of
rubber bands and packaging material.” 

Adalberto Lara, 24, was arrested and booked for
investigation of possessing cocaine for sale. 

Activists want to sink boating center
By The Associated Press 

VENTURA — Environmentalists filed suit against the
Board of Supervisors in an effort to stop the county from
building a $6.2 million boating center at Channel Islands
Harbor. 

The Environmental Defense Center filed the lawsuit
on behalf of the Beacon Foundation over the board’s Oct.
19 decision to amend an 18-year-old growth plan for the
Oxnard harbor’s west side. 

The foundation said Monday that building the facility
would eliminate park land, disrupt a heron rookery and
lead to traffic congestion. The group prefers a scaled-
back center located on the harbor’s east side. 

The supervisors amended the 1986 public works plan
in an effort to satisfy the California Coastal Commission,
which refused to approve the boating center project in
February. The public works plan never mentioned a boat-
ing center, so the commission instructed the county to
update the document to include it. 

The commission is expected to consider the project
again in January or February. 

But the Beacon Foundation alleged in the Superior
Court suit that the amendment doesn’t comply with state
environmental laws and is inconsistent with the public
works plan’s existing environmental protections. 

“Rather than consider alternatives and compromises,
three members of our Board of Supervisors are fixated on
their project or no project,” Beacon president Vickie
Finan said in a statement Monday. 

Supervisors Steve Bennett, Kathy Long and Judy
Mikels voted for the amendment. Supervisors John Flynn

and Linda Parks voted no. 
Bennett said that the board made a decision based on

the best interests of all Ventura County residents and he
dismissed Beacon’s claim that the western location was a
bad idea. 

SMASH up to the task at hand
By The Associated Press 

SAN BERNARDINO — Growing gang problems has the
county considering revival of its street hoodlum task force. 

It was the mid-1990s success of the San Bernardino’s
Movement Against Street Hoodlums, nicknamed
SMASH, that led to its demise. It drew personnel from
the Sheriff’s Department, District Attorney’s Office,
Probation Department and Police Department. 

Law enforcement wants it revived. 
“We have a serious need in our county for gang pre-

vention, and the reason SMASH came back around was
that the separate agencies didn’t have the manpower,”
sheriff’s Sgt. Phil Brown said. 

A July report by the San Bernardino County Gangs
and Drugs Task Force showed gang homicides up 25 per-
cent in 2003 over the previous year and nearly 70 percent
from 2001. 

With more than 11,000 gang members in San
Bernardino County and some 9,300 free on probation or
parole, the county spends at least $25 million a year for
detention of gang members in county facilities or the
California Youth Authority, the report said. 

Plans to resurrect SMASH will be reviewed next
month, Brown said. 

Fontana police Chief Larry Clark said SMASH was so
successful that his department used the model when it
created its own unit. He said a countywide response
would be more effective. 

“The whole SMASH philosophy was to allow for a
large contingent of trained individuals to help out,” Clark
said. “I think it’s a benefit, not only to our community but
the entire county. 

Ramble on: Words thrown out
By The Associated Press 

SAN BERNARDINO — A Long Beach woman charged
with killing a Crestline man nearly eight months ago was
freed after a judge ruled her rambling statements to detec-
tives cannot be used against her. 

Lilia Chavez, 52, was arrested for murder on April 3
after she allegedly told detectives she struggled with David
Edwards, 47, outside his home and shot him to death near
the front door of his mountain community home. 

“They should have advised her of her right to remain
silent and her right to an attorney,” defense attorney
Mark Werksman said Monday. 

Chavez, who was in the mountains to attend a retreat,
had wandered from her car and was disoriented when she
was found near Edwards’ Jupiter Way home. There is no
apparent connection between her and the victim. 

Deputy District Attorney Lewis Cope dismissed the
murder charge against Chavez after Superior Court Judge
Marsha G. Slough decided the defendant’s statements
could not be used against her. 

The judge agreed with Werksman who argued detec-
tives should have read his client her Miranda rights
before they interrogated her. 

Detective Derek Pacifico, who interviewed Chavez,
refused Monday to discuss the case. 
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BY JOHN HEILPRIN 
Associated Press Writer 

WASHINGTON — No sign of mad cow disease was
found in an animal the Agriculture Department had sin-
gled out for further tests, officials said Tuesday. Initial
screenings last week had raised the possibility of a new
case of the disease in the United States. 

A more definitive test at the National Veterinary
Services Laboratory in Ames, Iowa, came back negative,
the officials said. The announcement was a relief to the
U.S. beef industry, which is still trying to recover from
the nation’s first case of the disease last December. 

The department said it ran a “gold standard” test
twice. Officials did not say where the cow came from or

why it was suspected of being diseased. 
“Negative results from both ... tests make us confident

that the animal in question is indeed negative,” the
announcement said. 

The initial screenings had produced what officials said
were “inconclusive” results, but just the possibility of a
second case had rattled cattle producers, meatpackers and
hamburger chains. 

Julie Quick, an Agriculture spokeswoman, said the
department would provide no further information about
the suspect cow since the test results came back negative. 

It has been less than a year since the first case of mad
cow disease, or bovine spongiform encephalopathy, was
found in the United States. The disease attacks an ani-
mal’s nervous system, and food contaminated with BSE

can afflict people with variant Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease,
a rare illness that is usually fatal. 

A Canadian-born Holstein was found infected with
BSE last December at a slaughterhouse near Moses Lake,
Wash. More than 40 countries almost immediately cut
off imports of U.S. beef and more than 700 additional
cattle in Washington state, Oregon and Idaho were killed
as a precaution. Exports account for about $3.8 billion of
America’s $40 billion a year beef industry. 

The first case led authorities to broaden the number of
animals screened for the disease and to further restrict
what animal parts can be used in cattle feed. Some of
those parts, such as the brain, spinal cord and small
intestines, have the highest risk of contamination.

BY JULIANA BARBASSA 
Associated Press Writer 

FRESNO — After several lean years, California cattle
ranchers are enjoying their second consecutive year of
record beef prices, a trend pushed by the nation’s high-
protein diet fad and a limited supply of beef. 

While ranchers say they’re likely to bring more cattle
to market next year, the high-price trend is expected to
continue as demand increases in overseas markets. For
consumers, it has meant higher prices for steak, ground
beef and roast, but no one seems to mind. Demand
remains high. 

“We’ve been in this business for 70 years, and I’ve
never seen prices this good,” said Jay Robinson, who
grazes 200 head of Angus cattle east of Fresno. 

He breeds and sells calves, and has seen calf prices go
from $589 in 2003 — itself a record year — to $744 in

2004. There are about 10,000 cattle ranchers like
Robinson in California, who produce about 5 percent of
the nation’s beef cattle. 

A case of mad cow disease discovered in Washington
state in December 2003 and a subsequent ban on U.S.
beef exports in other countries sent a shiver through the
cattle ranches of California’s San Joaquin Valley. 

Nervous cattle producers imagined collapsing prices
and frightened consumers, a fear that was at least partly
realized: Beef exports dropped 82 percent, U.S.
Department of Agriculture analysts said. 

That statistic proved merely a blip, however, to the
overall market. Americans watching their waistline by
cutting carbs and turning to meat-heavy diets gave an
unprecedented boost to the industry. 

The consumer demand also came at a time of restrict-
ed supply, further escalating the price of beef products. 

Ranchers who had thinned their herds during the late

1990s because of low returns and a persistent drought are
only now building up the size of their herds. 

In the meantime, they’re enjoying seeing the price of
beef go from $67.04 per hundred pounds in 2002 to an
average of $84.97 per hundred pounds this year. That’s
enough to wash away debt from the lean years, Robinson
said. 

Superior Stampede, one of the largest cattle-marketing
companies in the country, shipped 385,000 head of cattle
in October — a record for the Visalia-based company.
The price increase is welcome, but hasn’t been generous
enough to make cattle ranchers rich, said Chris Nelson,
manager of the company. 

“We’ve had a lot of hard years, a lot of drought,” he
said. “The ranchers really deserved this. They needed it.” 

Industry analysts predict the prices will hold at least
until next year, when the number of cattle will begin
climbing again. 
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DONATE Your Vehicle

1-866-7REDCROSS 
American Red Cross
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Tax deductible.
No DMV hassle. 
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SANTA MONICA, CA- FREE Report

reveals what most doctors don’t want

you to know about wrist pain and

“carpal tunnel syndrome”Before you

consider surgery, Call Toll Free: 

1-888-790-1933 24 Hr. for a free report.

Carpal Tunnel Syndrome

• Los Angeles/LAX
• Beverly Hills
• West Hollywood
• Century City
• Westwood
• Culver City
• Santa Monica

Avoid the LAX Headache

EXPANDED FLEET & TERRITORY
Accounts welcome

273-6611

Beverly Hills Cab

(310)
(800)

Limousine Style Service at Taxicab Prices

A SPECIAL OFFER FOR WESTSIDE PLAYERS
$75 PLAY ALL DAY

Unlimited golf for $75 at LA’s finest golf facility.
Valid Monday through Thursday on the SHADOW COURSE.
Must bring in this ad to receive rate. Offer expires 12/24/04

Course designed by Pete Dye

Lost Canyons Golf Course
(805) 522-4653

Cattle producers enjoying another banner year

Don’t have a cow! Disease tests come back negative

Good thing you recycle your paper...
Chances are you’re reading it again.

Santa Monica Daily Press
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CPR certified
310-920-1265

camp@learntosurfla.com

Surf Camp

BY ADAM GOLDMAN 
Associated Press Writer 

LAS VEGAS — A former stripper and
her lover were acquitted Tuesday of mur-
dering casino heir Ted Binion, who pros-
ecutors say was drugged and suffocated in
a plot to steal his fortune of buried silver. 

Defendant Sandy Murphy wept on her
lawyer’s shoulder while co-defendant
Rick Tabish stood and nodded as the ver-
dicts were read. 

Murphy, 32, and Tabish, 39, were
found guilty of lesser charges of conspir-
acy to commit burglary and/or larceny,
burglary and grand larceny in a plot to
steal a $7 million cache of silver bars and
coins Binion had buried in the desert. 

Each could face up to 16 years in
prison. Clark County District Judge
Joseph Bonaventure set sentencing for
Jan. 28. 

The seven-man, five-woman jury
deliberated fewer than four days before
acquitting Murphy and Tabish on felony
charges of murder, robbery and conspira-
cy to commit murder and or robbery. The
packed courthouse erupted in gasps when
the verdicts were read. 

Outside the courthouse, Murphy
expressed relief and said she was looking
forward to spending the holidays with her
family in California. 

“I’m a little overwhelmed,” she said.
“I’m a little disappointed, of course, but
I’m a true believer in justice. This has def-
initely restored my faith in the system.” 

Tabish, hugging his tearful father in

the courtroom, said, “This murder thing is
behind me. ... we’re done with it.” 

Tabish was to be returned to state
prison on other charges, while Murphy
remained free on $250,000 bond. Her
lawyer, Michael Cristalli, said that after
serving four years in prison, Murphy
should be eligible for probation when she
is sentenced. 

It was the second trial for Murphy and
Tabish, who were convicted in 2000 in a
sensational trial that drew international
attention. 

Tabish was sentenced to 25 years to
life and Murphy 22 years to life after a
jury decided against life in prison. 

Their original murder convictions were
overturned on appeal by the Nevada
Supreme Court, which ruled in July that
Bonaventure made a mistake in not forc-
ing prosecutors to try an extortion case
against Tabish separately. Justices said
the extortion evidence unfairly prejudiced
the first jury. 

During the six-week trial, prosecutors
portrayed Murphy as Binion’s greedy
girlfriend who was having an affair with
Tabish, a former contractor from
Missoula, Mont., and a friend of Binion. 

Prosecutors said the two hatched a plot
to kill Binion by forcing him to ingest
lethal levels of heroin and the anti-depres-
sant Xanax and then suffocated him to
hasten his death. He was found dead at his
home on Sept. 17, 1998. 

Defense lawyers argued Binion, a
longtime heroin addict, died of an acci-
dental overdose. 

Jurors acquit stripper,
lover in casino murder

By The Associated Press

LAS VEGAS — Wild horse advocates
say they’re worried that healthy horses
rounded up on the range could be sold for
slaughter under a herd-thinning measure
Congress passed over the weekend. 

The legislation lets wild horses older
than 10, or those that have unsuccessfully
been put up for adoption three times, be
sold without limitations at local sale yards
or livestock facilities. 

“I would expect under this law we’re
going to have far higher numbers of hors-
es going to slaughter,” said Howard
Crystal, attorney for the Fund for
Animals. “If someone under this program
can now buy 300 horses and ship them to
a slaughterhouse people will start making
money.” 

Chris Heyed, a policy analyst with the
Society for Animal Protective
Legislation, called it “a systematic attack
on wild horses.” 

The bill removed from federal law a
clause that no wild free-roaming horse or
burro could be sold or transferred for pro-
cessing into commercial products. It also
clarified that it is not a crime to sell an
aging horse for slaughter, Crystal said. 

Sen. Conrad Burns, R-Mont., chairman
of the appropriations subcommittee that
funds the Bureau of Land Management,

placed the measure in a 3,000-page year-
end spending bill after consulting with
Sens. Byron Dorgan, D-N.D., and Harry
Reid, D-Nev., Burns spokeswoman
Jennifer O’Shea said. 

“We’ve got to get the number of ani-
mals down to appropriate management
levels and keep them there, but do it in a
way that doesn’t bankrupt us,” Burns said
in a statement. “This language is a step in
the right direction.” 

Lawmakers have expressed frustration
with the BLM wild horse program. Costs
have gone up as more horses have been
taken off the range and placed in govern-
ment-run holding facilities. 

Giving the BLM the authority to sell
the horses could solve agency budget
problems and let it continue gathering
thousands of wild horses from public
lands. The agency manages herds in
Arizona, California, Colorado, Idaho,
Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon,
Utah and Wyoming. 

BLM spokeswoman Celia Boddington
declined to comment on the congression-
al action. 

The BLM spends about $6.8 million a
year, or $465 per horse placed in a long-
term holding facility. 

The bureau plans to reduce wild horse
populations, which reached an estimated
42,000 in 2000, to below 30,000 by 2005. 

Advocates worry new law will
lead to slaughter of wild horses 

INTERESTED IN YOUR DAILY FORECAST?

CHECK OUT THE HOROSCOPES ON PAGE 2!
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Completely renovated Mar Vista Hill home with view toward oceanLarge entry HallLarge brand new kitchen
with granite counter and new cabinetsVaulted ceiling in living room with fireplaceStep down Family room

with fireplace3 bedrooms downstairsWood and metal bannisterMaster bedroom and bathroom suite
upstairs: special spa tub with skylights, balcony with view,2 car detached garage with alley access 

Offered at $959,000
CONTACT THOMAS KHAMMAR AT GEORGE CHUNG REAL ESTATE

(310) 863-7643

(310)  863-7643     GEORGE CHUNG REALTORS    PROPERTY OF THE WEEK 

THOMAS
KHAMMAR

13001 ROSE AVE , LOS ANGELES 90066

Sold 265 21ST PL SANTA MONICA 90402
Santa Monica SqFt: 1,509 List Price: $1,725,000 Bed: 2
11/16/2004 Lot Size: 7,600 Sold Price: $1,725,000 Bath: 2.50
Sold 632 SAN LORENZO ST SANTA MONICA 90402
Santa Monica SqFt: 1,247 List Price: $1,495,000 Bed: 3
11/18/2004 Lot Size: 5,532 Sold Price: $0 Bath: 1.00
Sold 1036 CENTINELA AVE SANTA MONICA 90403
Santa Monica SqFt: 2,672 List Price: $1,595,000 Bed: 3
11/15/2004 Lot Size: 9,000 Sold Price: $1,800,000 Bath: 3.00
Sold 947 18TH ST #1 SANTA MONICA 90403
Santa Monica SqFt: 2,856 List Price: $1,050,000 Bed: 4
11/17/2004 HOD: $490 Sold Price: $1,050,000 Bath: 2.75
Sold 1528 BERKELEY ST #1 SANTA MONICA 90404
Santa Monica SqFt: 1,512 List Price: $639,000 Bed: 3
11/16/2004 HOD: $184 Sold Price: $651,000 Bath: 2.50
Sold 519 CALIFORNIA AVE #306 SANTA MONICA 90403
Santa Monica SqFt: 1,234 List Price: $758,000 Bed: 2
11/19/2004 HOD: $271 Sold Price: $752,000 Bath: 1.75
Sold 123 GEORGINA AVE #2 SANTA MONICA 90402
Santa Monica SqFt: 2,105 List Price: $1,295,000 Bed: 2
11/18/2004 HOD: $474 Sold Price: $1,285,000 Bath: 2.50
Sold 2652 29TH ST #4 SANTA MONICA 90405
Santa Monica SqFt: 1,690 List Price: $649,000 Bed: 2
11/19/2004 HOD: $225 Sold Price: $725,000 Bath: 2.50
Sold 2016 EUCLID ST #17 SANTA MONICA 90405
Santa Monica SqFt: 1,082 List Price: $439,000 Bed: 2
11/17/2004 HOD: $330 Sold Price: $476,000 Bath: 1.75
Sold 404 SAN VICENTE #204 SANTA MONICA 90402
Santa Monica SqFt: 845 List Price: $455,000 Bed: 1
11/17/2004 HOD: $325 Sold Price: $475,000 Bath: 1.00
Sold 1319 HARVARD ST #3 SANTA MONICA 90404
Santa Monica SqFt: 1,890 List Price: $749,500 Bed: 2
11/16/2004 HOD: $275 Sold Price: $733,000 Bath: 2.50
Sold 201 OCEAN AVE #P1901 SANTA MONICA 90402
Santa Monica SqFt: 0 List Price: $1,249,000 Bed: 2
11/16/2004 HOD: $670 Sold Price: $1,120,000 Bath: 2.00
Sold 2325 KANSAS AVE #19 SANTA MONICA 90404
Santa Monica SqFt: N/A List Price: $385,000 Bed: 1
11/19/2004 HOD: $198 Sold Price: $375,000 Bath: 1.00
Sold 810 STANFORD ST #3 SANTA MONICA 90403
Santa Monica SqFt: 1,605 List Price: $799,000 Bed: 2
11/17/2004 HOD: $325 Sold Price: $799,000 Bath: 2.50
Sold 1325 CENTINELA AVE #2 SANTA MONICA 90404
Santa Monica SqFt: 1,957 List Price: $765,000 Bed: 3
11/15/2004 HOD: $375 Sold Price: $752,500 Bath: 3.00
Sold 631 BAY ST SANTA MONICA 90405
Santa Monica SqFt: 820 List Price: $519,000 Bed: 2
11/17/2004 HOD: $250 Sold Price: $497,000 Bath: 2.00
Sold 2325 KANSAS AVE #3 SANTA MONICA 90404
Santa Monica SqFt: N/A List Price: $369,000 Bed: 1
11/19/2004 HOD: $198 Sold Price: $359,000 Bath: 1.00
Sold 2325 KANSAS AVE #4 SANTA MONICA 90404
Santa Monica SqFt: N/A List Price: $359,000 Bed: 1
11/19/2004 HOD: $198 Sold Price: $359,000 Bath: 1.00

George Chung RealtorsProudly sponsored by: 

SANTA MONICA RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS:
SINGLE FAMILY HOMES, CONDOS AND INCOME HOMES

Although it’s not illegal to own a
home without homeowner’s insur-
ance, most lenders require that you
carry homeowners insurance or they
won’t lend you the money to pur-
chase the home.  

In addition, it’s an important pro-
tection for your investment. A stan-
dard policy usually includes cover-
age for the structure of your home,
your personal belongings and liabil-
ity protection.  

Things to know when shopping
for homeowner’s insurance:

Insurance can be expensive.
Make sure you spend enough time
shopping for insurance to ensure
that you get the best value for the
best price. Different companies
offer different policies and cover-
age. By contacting several compa-
nies, agents, or even the California
Department of Insurance, you can
determine the price range you
should be in for insurance for your
home. Once you have narrowed
your search down to three compa-
nies, get price quotes.

How to narrow it down
One of the things that will be

important to you should you need to
file a claim against your insurance
is the service provided. This
includes response times, their cus-
tomer service attitude while you are
dealing with a claim, and the people

that they send to your home. Check
around with friends and neighbors
to find recommendations for com-
panies that you should look into. 

To find out if you are purchasing
good insurance that will be around
for the long run, check the agency’s
rating on AM Best or Standard &
Poors. These companies rate the
financial stability of the insurance
companies. The better the rating,
the better the chance that the com-
pany will be able to pay out if there
is a catastrophe.  

www.ambest.com
www.standardsandpoors.com

Several ways to lower your insur-
ance costs:

1. Raise your deductible. If you
raise your deductible, you will
lower your payments because you
take away the insurance company’s
liability for smaller claims.
Insurance companies receive a lot
of claims for water damage that is
over the clients’ deductible, but
under $1,500. By submitting these
small claims, you are raising your
rates in two ways. First, you are
increasing the number of claims that
you have and thus, making you less
insurable. Second, you are costing
the insurance company money for
these small claims and they will
raise their rates to cover the costs.  

2. Don’t include the price of the
land in your rebuilding costs. If
your house is totally demolished,
chances are the land will still be
there. So, the price of the land
should not be included in the
rebuild price.  

3. Consider purchasing your dif-
ferent types of insurance, such as

auto, through the same agent or
company. Often times you will
receive a multiple policy discount.

4. When you conduct large
replacements in your home, such as
plumbing, roofing, etc, contact your
insurance company to see if they
have discounts for certain materials.  

Insurance for condos
Often times we hear tragic sto-

ries about condo owners who didn’t
have their own insurance policy and
suffered a loss. When you purchase
a condo, make sure that you have
two policies. The first is the condo
“master policy” that covers the
common areas that you share with
the rest of the building owners. The
second is an individual policy that
covers your personal belongings
and your separate interest in the
building.  

What to do before a claim
One of the most important things

that you can do before you have a
claim is to take a thorough invento-
ry of your belongings. This includes
jewelry, appliances, electronics, etc.
Write down the purchase location,
make, model, and serial number if
you have one and keep it in a loca-
tion outside of your home.  Having
an up-to-date home inventory will
help you settle your claim faster and
verify losses for your income taxes.
It also will help you determine the
correct amount of insurance to
carry.

(Should you have any questions or
need a referral for a good insurance
company, call Brent Parsons or
Thomas Khammar at (310) 863-7643).  

THOMAS KHAMMAR AT GEORGE CHUNG REALTORS:
(310) 863-7643 thomas1@georgechungrealtors.com

Information received as per the MLS on 11/22/04. Not all transactions may have been represented by George Chung Realtors.

Why homeowner’s insurance is a necessity
BUYING

AND SELLING
BY BRENT PARSONS



We are proud to announce that
Thomas Khammar & Brent Parsons have

joined George Chung Realtors 

S E R V I N G  S A N TA  M O N I C A

George Chung Realtors offers:
Over 30 years of property manager experience for all size properties from single
family homes to  4+unit complexes. In house escrow available for all questions.

THOMAS: (310) 863-7643
BRENT: (310) 760-6600
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AA OLYMPIC
Self Storage

Serving Santa Monica and West L.A.

2 Months FREE Rent 

+ FREE Lock
Call for details

OPEN 7 DAYS

(310)829-2525
3250 OLYMPIC BLVD. • www.selfstorage.net/aaolympic

Call About
FREE Truck
Rental Plan

SELF
STORAGE
MEMBER

Living La Vida LocalJODI SUMMERS
JODI SUMMERS

Jodi Summers  Boardwalk Realty
310.309.4219 jodis@boardwalkrealty.com

1441-1445 4th Street
Santa Monica, CA 90401

Price: $8,500,000
Property Type: Office Building

Building Size: 13,485 SF
Lot Size: 7,497 SF
Price/SF $630.33

bLight, Bright, mixed use building strategically located property one block
east of the Promenade

Thanksgiving is quickly approaching,
which means the holiday season is offi-
cially upon us. Enjoy, be merry and be
sure that your family and home are safe.

As fabulous and festive as holiday trees
and holiday lights can be, they also
increase the chance of fire in your home.
The United States Fire Administration
reports that holiday fires cause more than
$500 million in damage, and injures an
average of 2,000 individuals during each
Christmas holiday season. Stay safe. Here
are some ideas to minimize the risk of fire.

OUTDOOR DECORATIONS
Begin your jolly holiday decorating by

using lights that are especially for outdoor
use. Be wary about overloading electrical
outlets, particularly if your electrical sys-
tem hasn’t been upgraded in the past few
decades. Hide extension cords so no one
treads on them, and critters don’t chew on
them. A little red pepper spread along the
cords will keep animals away from your
electrical lines.

Think about putting your lights on a
timer so that they’re glowing during
evening hours, but off during the day and
when you sleep.

You can’t predict when we’re going to
have another round of Santa Ana winds
and palm fronds will be flying. Avoid
problems with your lights and decorations
being blown into dangerous positions. Be
sure your lights are well-fastened.

YOUR HOLIDAY TREE
Find a fresh Christmas tree, not one

that’s been sitting on the lot for three
weeks. See that needles are supple and
hold firmly to the branch. A good test is to
jiggle the tree or thump the trunk on the
ground to see if lots of needles fall off.

Once you choose your tree, cut several
inches off the bottom, like you do with
fresh flowers, to help the tree better
absorb water and stay moist.

Place the tree in an appropriate stand
that holds it firm. Double check to see that
the location is away from heating sources,
which will dry out your tree more quick-
ly. Don’t let the tree and gifts block the
doorway or other strategic exit points, in
case you need to make a quick escape.

Water your tree regularly — the goal is
to keep the water level at least two inches
above the base of the trunk. This will keep
your tree from drying out too quickly. Be

sure all light cords are away from the
water.

When decorating your tree, use indoor
lights and review the manufacturer rec-
ommendation regarding the number of
light sets that can be strung together.

Before stringing the lights around the
tree, check old lights and electrical deco-
rations. See that there are no worn wires,
broken bulbs or loose connections. If any
decorations seem at all questionable,
replace them.

Keep electrical cords away from high
traffic areas, but make it easy to switch
the lights on and off, or put them on a
timer, so that you can turn your tree of
when you are away or sleeping.

Don’t overload your electric outlets.
If you use an artificial tree, be sure it’s

fire resistant. If it’s a metal tree, avoid
using electric lights.

As careful as you are, make sure the
kids are even more careful.

FIREPLACES
Avoid asphyxiation, creosote build-up

or barbecuing the squirrel that got caught
in the chimney by having it inspected and
cleaned by a professional. Creosote comes
from brining wood. It builds up in chimney
flues and can cause fire. Minimize creosote
build-up by quieting smoldering fires.
Always check to see that the flue is open
before you start a fire. Avoid smoked
stockings. Be sure any decorations you
place around the fireplace are not flamma-
ble. Using a screen will help you avoid fly-
ing sparks. Fire screens are an excellent
damage deterrent. See that there’s a spark
arrester on your chimney.

CANDLES
Make sure burning candles rest in a

steady container, where they can’t be
knocked or blow over. Do not leave can-
dles unattended. Check to see that candles
are not near drapes, or other quick-light
decorations. As you are will aware, keep
candles, matches and lighters out of reach
of children.

The start of the holiday season is an
excellent time of year to check smoke
detectors and replace holiday batteries.

Here’s one additional holiday safety
idea that has nothing to do with fires — be
wary about putting manufacturers’ boxes
from desirable big-ticket gifts like TVs,
DVDs and TIVOs in the trash right after
you open presents. Thieves case neigh-
borhoods, and may pick a house that they
can tell received good gifts.

(For your real estate needs, e-mail
Jodi Summers @ jodis@boardwalkreal-
ty.com or call (310) 309-4219).

Holiday warmth can
spark unwanted fires

DAYS ON 
THE MARKET

BY JODI SUMMERS

Has an ‘E-dition!’
Home delivery by E-mail

Check the day’s headlines, news stories, 
classifieds, comics, horoscopes and 
ads all before you leave the house!

For more information, please call:
310.458.Press (7737) or sign up on 

our Web site @ www.smdp.com

FREE SUBSCRIPTIONS AVAILABLE!
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MATILLA REALTY INC.

Great Income Property At The Beach

425 Culver Boulevard, Playa del Rey

Highly upgraded duplex with wetland, city and mountain views. Unique mixed-
use property is zoned C-2, just 4 blocks from beach. Live in one unit and run
your business in the other. 4-car enclosed parking. Move up to this property
and we will guarantee the sale of your current property.

Offered at $1,475,000
Call ERA Matilla Realty, Steven Matilla • 310-305-8000x101
Co-Listed with RE/MAX Call Bruce Kasper • 310-745-3444

ENGLISH TUDOR TRI-PLEX

6536 VISTA DEL MAR AVE

Lovely english tudor tri-plex affords
views and a large upper unit that is
spacious and perfect for owner user.
Top deck and large loft afford
panoramic wetland views and and a
playa del rey lifestyle that is both
serene and spectacular.

Offered at $1,500,000
Call ERA Matilla Realty, Thomas

Corte  • 310-305-8000

Bright and Sunny at Marina Gateway

5000 S. Centinela #225

Enchanting views and serene city
lights enhance the elegant sophistica-
tion of this uniquely upgraded and
well-maintained unit. This is a large
comfortable home with extra storage.

Offered at $335,000
Call ERA Matilla Realty, Thomas

Corte • 310-305-8000x112

Stunning Ocean View Condo

515 S. OCean Ave, #505, S.M.

Two-bedroom, two bath. Stylish and
contemporary. Located on 5TH floor.
For the most discriminating buyer.

Offered at $1,559,000
Call ERA Matilla Realty

Patty Theravej • 310-305-8000x127

For Lease

6702 Vista Del Mar Avenue

ERA Matilla Realty is now offering a 2 bed-
room + 1 bathroom upper unit with an east
facing balcony. This unit is only 2 blocks
from the beach and includes new paint &
new carpet and 1 car open air parking spot. 

(No Pets please!)
Call ERA Matilla Realty

Derek Luce • 310-305-8000x125

Resort Living in Marina del Rey

4350 GLENCOE AVE #1

Resort living at the marina del rey's
fabulous villa vellitri complex. Stylishly
remodeled kitchen and baths.
Hardwood floors and smooth ceilings
w/recessed lighting.

Offered at $619,000
Call ERA Matilla Realty

Thomas Corte • 310-305-8000

For Lease

230 Montreal 

ERA Matilla Realty is now offering this split-
level 3 bedroom + 3 bathroom home with
fantastic views of both the Pacific Ocean,
Marina & Channel. Total square feet of this
home are approximately 2,099 and the lot
size is 3,800 square feet. 

$4,200 per month
Call ERA Matilla Realty

Derek Luce • 310-305-8000x125

REDUCED

575 S. Barrington Ave. #405, Brentwood
Luxurious 4th floor penthouse, private and quiet, elegant

master suite with fireplace, luxurious bath, & walk-in 
closet. Balcony, skylights, separate storage. Building has 24

hour security, 26 guest parking spaces, recreation room
with full kitchen, pool, spa, gym & saunas.

$1,119,000 Janin Paine or Timea Basner
310/393-8491 

575 S. Barrington Ave. #313, Brentwood
One of a kind luxury retreat on 3rd floor. Elegant master
suite with fireplace, luxury bath & large custom walk-in

closet. Formal entry, spacious pantry, cook’s kitchen, living
room with fireplace, and dining all with amazing views of
ocean & greenery. Absolute privacy & quiet. Parking and

amenities. Hurry!
REDUCED $1,076,000 Andrea Martin 310/472-5753 

Basner 310/393-8491

8145 Redlands St. #202, Playa Del Rey
One of the least expensive condos in Playa del

Rey! New flooring throughout unit, wood-burning
fireplace in living room, private balcony. 

Building has pool, spa, security and parking.  
Close to beach, vacant and easy to show.

$407,500 Jim Davis 310/393-8491 x5#

16169 W. Sunset #202, Pacific Palisades
Gorgeous Palisades Condo unit! Great & open

floorplan with plenty of natural light. Firelplace in
living room. Bright & clean updated kitchen.
Quiet and private balcony in master bedroom.

Newer berber carpet, plenty of closet space and
much, much more!

$609,000 Amy McFarren 310/433-1114

934 19th Street #2, Santa Monica
North of Wilshire townhome done with exquisite

taste. Unit features an open floor plan with 
gourmet kitchen, slate floors downstairs, beautiful
wine bar, cozy fireplace and private zen patio with
spa. Upstairs you’ll find 2 spacious bedrooms with
hardwood floors and 2 full bathrooms. Small quiet

building in great Santa Monica neighborhood.
$729,000 Amy McFarren 310/433-1114

Want a career in Real Estate?
We will pay for licensing School and have free training for
agents. Call (714) 996-3000 ext. 307 for more information.

ERA First Choice Realty
1505 4TH Street Suite 200

9305 Burton Way #B, Beverly Hills
Fabulous 3-story townhome in desirable prime

Beverly HIlls. Spacious, bright & airy with 2 bd
suites upstairs, 1 large bedroom/den/office 

downstairs. 2.75 baths, formal dining room, large
living room with fireplace, opens to lovely private

patio, central heat & air, private laundry room,
quiet rear location

$975,000    Bonnie Thomas 310/393-8491 x.2# or 
Kathy Haynsworth 310/823-1411

ERA Marina Bay
Realty Group

330 West Washington Boulevard, Suite 611
Marina Del Rey, CA 90292

(310) 448-4280 office (310) 448-4282 fax

It’s always a sellers market with ERA
Marina Bay Realty Group

Gorgeous view of the Marina Harbor & channel head-
ing out to sea. Beautiful high-end wall to wall drapes
with premium grade carpet in living room & bedrooms.
Marble floors dominate hallways, kitchen, & bath-
rooms.  Also includes new upgraded cabinetry & gran-
ite countertops in kitchen & bathrooms. 

PRESENTED BY BEVERLY WHITE

Four bedroom & two bath contemporary style home.
Excellent buy for a large family! Other features include fenced
yard, additional rooms, covered parking, one block away from
school.

PRESENTED BY MARITZA RODRIGUEZ

Beautiful three bedroom, three bathroom home, with built-
ins, formal dining room, family room.  Fountains in yard along
with waterfall and pond.  Built in 2001.

PRESENTED BY SHERRI JACKSON

Two Bedroom, one bathroom, living room, formal dining
room, and a den.  Low move-in costs.

Beautiful houses on a lot built in 1986, two bedroom each,
very spacious and clean.  Each house is approx. 1020 square
feet, double car garage, additional off street parking, property
is fenced and close to schools and transportation.

$795,000 – MARINA DEL REY

$385,000 – LOS ANGELES

$400,000 – PALMDALE

$1,500 FURNISHED
$1,300 UNFURNISHED

$384,000 – LOS ANGELES 

Also available………

For Lease………
Los Angeles

3 Offices on the West Side to serve you



I recently contacted a client of mine to
discuss the renewal of her lease. Her
response was that she felt that she could
get a better deal if she handled it herself. I
appreciated her honesty. On the surface
this way of thinking makes sense, no bro-
kerage fees for the owner to pay, making

a better deal for the tenant. However,
committing to a lease is not something to
take lightly. A lease, or a lease renewal is
an enormous financial commitment, and
many times, may be your largest. It’s not
just “renting” space. When you sign a
lease, you are committing to the “total
value” or  “aggregate value” of the month-
ly rent you pay over the term of the lease.
You are entering into a legal contract and
should seek expert advice. In most leases
there are monetary obligations not includ-
ed in the monthly rent and a variety of
non-monetary commitments to consider.

When you are an existing tenant in a

building and have, or don’t have, an
option to renew, owners, or owner’s bro-
kers if they’re smart will start talking to
their tenants early, some of them even
assuring the tenant a better rate if they
don’t involve a broker. There are many
reasons for this and the obvious, and to a
tenant the seemingly only one, is that they
don’t want to pay a commission. In a
“landlord’s” market you may be forced
into that position. The current office leas-
ing market is without a doubt a “tenant’s”
market. The truth is that there are many
aspects of a lease that are negotiable, or
not, depending on market conditions.
Informing a tenant about the market con-
ditions is not the responsibility of an
owner or an owner’s broker, unless of
course the owners’ broker is acting as a
“dual agent,” then the rules change.  It’s
important to make sure that you receive
expert advice from a commercial real
estate broker who knows your area and
product type (office, retail, industrial) and
is on your side, exclusively. Many times
you can find a broker who is more spe-
cialized and negotiates leases for specific
industries, like law or medical space.

The point is, you take your car to a
mechanic, you go to a dentist, and you go
to an attorney for legal advice;. Don’t
underestimate the power you give away
when you sign a lease.  In the end, a
skilled commercial real estate broker will
almost always save you money. Some
might even give you a guarantee.  But
remember, you must always consult an

attorney regarding the legal ramifications
of the terms and conditions set forth in a
lease. On the same note, it’s imperative to
find one that has experience in real estate
law and practices in your neck of the
woods. As much as we know and sound
like we know, most brokers are not attor-
neys and are not formally trained to
advise you in the legal subtleties of a con-
tract.  Why have both? It’s a broker’s job
is to structure the deal competitively and
an attorney’s job is to make sure the deal
structured by the broker is legally sound.

Because of the current leasing environ-
ment, now is the time to start negotiations
on the re-leasing of your space. If you
have more than two or three years left on
your current term it might be premature
but don’t assume that it is. Vacancy rates
are high and owners should be very inter-
ested in any kind of a commitment —
some might prefer a short term lease in
anticipation of higher lease rates. I recom-
mend that you get the longest term you
can if you intend to stay in business that
long. Rates will go up. It’s really a “win-
win” situation: You as a tenant may be
able to re-negotiate a better rate and the
owner of your building gets a better
night’s sleep.  

(Christina S. Porter is in the business
of leasing and selling office and industri-
al buildings. She can be reached at (310)
806-6104 or cporter@naicapital.com)

Location Type Date Leased Sq. Ft. Price
1411 5th St Office 11/19/2004 1,600 $2.95/mg
1510 11th St Office 11/20/2004 750 $2.00/fs
2601 Ocean Park Blvd Office 11/17/2004 2,248 $2.10/fs
3420 Ocean Park Blvd Office 11/19/2004 1,431 Negotiable *
3435 Ocean Park Blvd Office 11/19/2004 1,511 $1.85/mg
3435 Ocean Park Blvd Office 11/19/2004 985 $1.90/mg
620-632 Santa Monica Blvd Retail 11/20/2004 528 $4.00/nnn
620-632 Santa Monica Blvd Retail 11/20/2004 609 $4.00/nnn
320 Wilshire Blvd Office 11/20/2004 2,104 $2.25/mg
320 Wilshire Blvd Office 11/20/2004 613 $2.25/mg
320 Wilshire Blvd Office 11/20/2004 1,485 $2.25/mg

The above information is deemed reliable but not guaranteed.  The lease rates quoted are the asking and may
not be the acutal lease rate.

Real Estate
Sponsored by George Chung Real Estate

Santa Monica Daily PressPage 16 Wednesday, November 24, 2004

BOB GABRIEL INSURANCE

California survey shows Mercury Insurance Auto
rates to be the most competetive in this area.

Phone Quotes Available

Providing Professional & Personalized Service Since 1936

■  Auto Experts ■  Life, Disability & Pension

■  Homeowners ■  Commercial & Business

■  Workers Compensation ■  Group & Individual Health

Representing “A” rated companies 
including MERCURY INSURANCE

310.829.0305
2325 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica

We encourage you to visit the Santa
Monica Historical Society Museum —

The Archives of Santa Monica.
1539 Euclid (310) 395-2290

MATT CRABBS
(310) 864-9034      352 WESTMINSTER AVE., VENICE

RESIDENTIAL
Brand New Listing in Westchester 2-bedroom, 2-bath home on beautifully landscaped 10,000 sq. ft. lot. Stunning patio entry, family room, fire-
place, living room, City views. 1,800 square feet. 5845 74th St. $649,000
Prime Culver City Location Beautiful, remodeled 4bd, 2ba home, apx. 1,800 sf. Views from top floor. Pvt. master suite deck. Pool, lovely landscap-
ing, 2-car gar. Lrg. Lot. $725,000
Lovely Traditional Home 3-bedroom, 3.5 bath. Approximately 2,500 sf. R3 lot, zoned for up to 5 units. Vintage charm. West Los Angeles. Must See!
Reduced to $789,000

COMING SOON: El Segundo one of a kind, new construction 1,400 SQ FT Retail and 2BD, 2BA, Loft. 2,800 SQ
FT. Total 300 SQ FT Rooftop deck. All custom contemporary design in loft and retail.

COMMERCIAL
Hermosa Beach Shopping Center Anchored by a major restaurant. Center includes medical group, salon, Pilates studio, boutique, office suites. 6%
cap rate $7,050,000
Manhattan Beach Prime N. Sepulveda 5,500 square feet of office space, 42 parking spaces, liquor store & gym. Just reduced! $2,519,000
Manhattan Beach – New Listing 24,000 square feet of land, prime location, signalized corner. Fantastic opportunity!  Just reduced!
$2,099,000
Hawthorne 2,500 sq. ft. Office/Warehouse - Praire Ave. Just reduced! $375,000
2 Lots in El Segundo – Prime location. Dowtown area. 145 Standard. Across from Restaurants and Post Office. Build your own business. Great
investment opportunity. $699,000

T R G

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

Lori Davette Ince

Bulldog Realtors
1501 Main Street Suite 106 Venice, CA 90291

310.503.3482
310.380.0830 vm direct

ince@bulldogrealtors.com

Another Happy Seller!
Are you ready?

Call Lori Davette Ince

“Lori, Thank you for selling my duplex!”

– Barbara Mitchell
“ARE YOU READYTO BUY OR

SELL?”

When signing the lease, be sure to lean on friend
COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE PROPERTIES LEASED

IN YOUR
SPACE

BY CHRISTINA S. PORTER
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BY MARIJA POTKONJAK 
Associated Press Writer

MESA, Ariz. — On a sunny Saturday
fall afternoon, Estefany Pelaez stepped
out of her Chandler home ready to start a
new phase of her life. She was dressed in
an ivory floor-length gown and her dark
curls, topped by a tiara emblazoned with
the number 15, cascaded down the back
of her petite frame. 

“Que preciosa,” murmured family and
friends, gathered on the front lawn wait-
ing to see the Chandler High School
sophomore. Also waiting: A Hummer
limousine that would take Estefany and
her court of tiny “damas” and “chambe-
lanes” to St. Anne’s Catholic Church in
Gilbert. 

“I’m so proud of her,” said Alfredo
Pelaez, Estefany’s father. “This is a big
step for her.” 

This was Estefany’s quinceanera, her
15th birthday. The occasion is celebrated
throughout Latin America and Hispanic
communities in the United States. It
marks, for young Hispanic women, the
transition from girlhood to womanhood.
The festivities include a church service
and a party that is a cross between a Sweet
16 and a debutante ball. The term
quinceanera refers to both the young lady
being celebrated and the event. It comes
from the Spanish words for 15, “quince,”
and years, “anos.” 

Like so many coming-of-age rituals
celebrated in the United States such as the
Jewish bar mitzvah or the Roman
Catholic confirmation, the quinceanera
has at times been branded materialistic.
Too much party, not enough coming of
age. 

But the Pelaez family and St. Anne’s
are part of a backlash against the materi-
alism associated with the quinceanera cel-
ebration. 

“Many people think the Mass is just
the complement for the quinceanera,” said
Lorena Pelaez, Estefany’s mother. “The
most important (part) is the message the
parish priest gives to the quinceanera
about growing up.” 

Out on the front lawn, Estefany stood
in the middle of her own red carpet
moment. Professional and amateur pho-
tographers captured her every move.
Estefany’s court, comprising little girls
and boys in honor of the family’s
Guatemalan heritage, preceded her into
the limousine. 

Still, the chaos was controlled. The
event was the culmination of six months’
worth of planning that entailed five trips
to Los Angeles for the decorations and
four trips to Nogales, Mexico, for
Estefany’s dress. The pressure to pull off
a successful quinceanera is immense and
often compared to that of a wedding. 

"It’s a huge deal,” Alfredo said, point-
ing out that his wife had to take three tran-
quilizers to calm her nerves. 

Initially Alfredo wanted to give his
only daughter a practical gift for her 15th

birthday — a car. Alfredo reasoned that
the family would spend the same amount
of money either way. 

But Estefany and her mother said no
way. This tradition was too important to
the family. 

“I only turn 15 once,” Estefany said. 
Alfredo eventually gave in. 
“Friends said to me, ‘In the future,

you’re gonna say you should have done
it,"’ Alfredo said. “It’s definitely worth
it.” 

The limousine pulled up to St. Anne’s
just before 1 p.m. St. Anne’s is one of a
few Catholic churches in the Phoenix area
to conduct the quinceanera Mass. 

“So many parishes don’t even do it
anymore,” said the Rev. Stephen Schack,
associate pastor at St. Anne’s. “I see it as
an opportunity to reach not only the
young girl but the families, too.” 

Church officials also see the quincean-
era celebration as an opportunity to
strengthen not only the Hispanic commu-
nity as a whole, but also its ties to
Catholicism. 

Estefany’s court preceded her into the
San Juan Diego Chapel. Each dama, or
maid of honor, carried a tiny bouquet and
held hands with her chambelan, her
escort. When her court was seated,
Estefany entered accompanied by her par-
ents. She took her seat of honor, and
Schack began the Mass in Spanish. 

After tooling around town in the
Hummer limousine with her friends,
Estefany arrived at Jacobson Elementary
School in Chandler. Family and friends
dined on fajitas and awaited her entrance. 

Trumpets sounded and the curtains
opened to reveal Estefany on the gym
stage. As the song “Nina Bonita” filled
the air, she descended the stairs into a
cloud of smoke. The entrance was more
rock star than debutante. 

Estefany took the arm of her escort and
cousin, Brian Pelis, and the couple
walked to the center of the gym where
Estefany’s parents waited with a chair.
Her brother carried a pair of shoes on a
pillow. Her father took the shoes, kneeled
and put them on his daughter’s feet. These
higher heels symbolize her transition
from girl to woman. To the sound of
Strauss’ “Blue Danube,” Estefany and her
father danced the first waltz of the night
as the damas and chambelanes danced in
a circle around them. 

Pulling off such a lavish party is a huge
stress on many families, emotionally and
financially. Many families reach out to
relatives and friends for help. The
Pelaezes relied on close relatives who
helped pay for the dress, decorations,
food, music and gifts. 

Jose Umul, Estefany’s uncle, said he
bought her dress to “inspire her to have a
quinceanera. This is a very important tra-
dition for us,” he said. “We don’t have too
much money to celebrate, but this is an
opportunity to get the whole family
together.” 

For Hispanic women,
Quinceanera a big day

Good thing you recycle your paper...
Chances are you’re reading it again.

Santa Monica Daily Press
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By The Associated Press

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. — A remote
Sandia National Laboratories office is
working with a private firm to develop
huge farms of solar dishes, working out
technical and manufacturing problems. 

Solar farms with up to 20,000 dishes
each could produce enough electricity to
compete with so-called peaking power
stations, saving customers money during
times of heavy electrical use, said Sandia
engineer Chuck Andraka. Peaking sta-
tions use natural gas to meet power
demands when coal and nuclear plants
don’t provide enough energy. 

“Peaking power with natural gas can
cost from 10 cents to 30 cents or more per
kilowatt-hour,” Andraka said. “We can’t
compete with coal or nuclear, which are in
the 3 cents to 5 cents range, but we think

we can make solar farms that produce
energy at about 6 cents per kilowatt-hour.” 

Sandia and Stirling Energy Systems
Inc. are working out details of a revenue-
sharing agreement, which should be fin-
ished by the end of the year, Andraka said. 

“We’re kind of like a technology incu-
bator for them,” he said. “We’re teaching
them how to attack the technology like
Sandia. It’s more of a scientific approach.
A lot of the time in industry, they put
Band-Aids on products to get them out the
door because there’s a rush for profits. We
look at the system first and analyze it and
maybe go a little bit more slowly.” 

Sandia is helping solve the problem of
synchronizing thousands of solar dishes
economically. Engineers have set up a test
field of six three-story-tall dishes on a
remote area of Sandia to work out bugs on
a small scale. 

“We have one older solar tower we have
to shut down sometimes because an owl
nests there,” Andraka said. “That’s OK,
though, those things could actually be real-
world problems for remote dish fields.” 

Stirling Energy Systems believes it can
be ready to start building its first solar
farms in two to three years, said Bob
Liden, company executive vice president
and general manager. Andraka expects it
to be about three years before a 20,000-
dish solar field can be built. 

“This is the perfect type of electricity gen-
eration for the Southwest,” Liden said. “It’s
a renewable resource, it’s pollution free, and
the maintenance of a solar farm is minimal.” 

Sandia engineers are working on how
to make a field of solar dishes work
together — not as easy as it sounds,
Andraka said. 

“In the very early morning the dishes

shade each other, and that will certainly
affect a large field,” he said. “Also, these
things start up using an electric generator.
If 20,000 of those went on at the same
time, you’d damage the power grid.” 

Staggering start times a minute apart
for 20,000 dishes won’t work because it
would be dark before the last ones
cranked up, Andraka said. 

“What we need to do is find a way to
start these things up a millisecond apart,
so they don’t hurt the power grid but they
come up in a timely fashion,” he said. 

Sandia also is starting to figure out how
the dishes will talk to a central computer
system, Andraka said. 

Once the bugs are worked out in the
six-dish field, Sandia and SES probably
will expand to a field of 100 or more dish-
es to continue testing, Andraka said. That
probably will occur next year. 

Solar farms dishing out possible power solution 

By The Associated Press

VICTORIA, British Columbia — The
Canadian Cabinet will review a 32-year-
old moratorium on oil and gas exploration
off the British Columbia’s north coast, a
delegation of Cabinet ministers from the
province has been told. 

Spokesmen for federal Natural
Resources Minister John Efford and for
Industry Minister David Emerson, the
political minister for British Columbia,
said the Cabinet will consider the issue at
an unscheduled time but soon. 

Three members of the provincial
Cabinet, including Energy Minister
Richard Neufeld, were in Ottawa to ask
that the moratorium be lifted. Both the
provincial legislature and the Canadian
parliament are controlled by the Liberal
party. 

The British Columbia officials met
with Emerson, Environment Minister
Stephane Dion and representatives of
Natural Resources Canada held four days
after the release of a federal report by
energy expert Roland Priddle, who wrote
that 75 percent of the people who partici-

pated in hearings in the province this year
opposed lifting the moratorium. 

Neufeld said he was disappointed,
asserting that the report didn’t make any
solid recommendations or break new
ground. 

Environmentalists fear oil and gas
exploration could threaten the sensi-
tivenorth coast ecosystem, especially
around the Queen Charlotte Islands. 

During a question period in parliament
Monday, a New Democrat from northern
British Columbia, Nathan Cullen, said the
federal government should retain the off-

shore moratorium. 
Efford said the government would

review Priddle’s report and two others on
the issue before making any recommenda-
tions. 

A separate report in February by the
Royal Society of Canada found there were
few scientific barriers to oil and gas
exploration off the province’s north coast,
near the Alaska panhandle, but added that
strict regulations should be adopted. 

An aboriginal report released last week
said 100 percent of northern Indians
oppose lifting the moratorium. 

Canadian Cabinet to review B.C. offshore oil and gas moratorium

warren@prusd.com • www.sandiegohomesdowntown.com

2 bed 2 bath + den  1,680  sqrft   ocean views! ......$750,000
2 bed 2 bath 1,221 sqft Ocean Views!!...............$550,000
2 bed 2 bath 1,700 sqft Prime water view location..........$1,265,000
2 bed 2 bath + den Penthouse level. Water Views!!!  ..........$1,425,000

Chris Warren
(619) 818-1666

Discover Opportunity...
Just two hours away, Downtown San Diego is booming. 

Minutes to dozens of world class golf courses, parks and the historic Gaslamp
District...and the best ocean views in Southern California!
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BY SALAH NASRAWI 
Associated Press Writer 

SHARM EL-SHEIK, Egypt — The com-
ing Palestinian elections provide an
opportunity to revive the Middle East
peace process, U.N. Secretary-General
Kofi Annan said Tuesday, adding that
Israel is ready for such a step. 

Annan spoke after talks on the peace
process with Secretary of State Colin
Powell and the top Russian and EU diplo-
mats on the sidelines of an international
conference on Iraq. 

The conference issued a final statement
giving significant support to Ayad Allawi,
the prime minister installed by the United
States, by backing a “resolute” crackdown
on “terrorism” in Iraq. 

Much of the focus was turned to the
Israel-Palestinian conflict, as Powell,
Annan, Russian Foreign Minister Sergey
Lavrov and EU foreign policy chief Javier
Solana discussed the Jan. 9 elections for a
Palestinian Authority president to replace
the late Yasser Arafat. 

Before coming to this Red Sea resort
on Monday, Powell met with Israeli and
Palestinian leaders, assuring them that
President Bush intends to advance the
peace process in his second term. Israeli
leaders, who boycotted Arafat, told
Powell they would ease travel restrictions
on Palestinians to facilitate voting. 

"We are all encouraged,” Annan said
after Tuesday’s meeting, adding the U.N.
would provide election monitors. 

“There is an opportunity to move
ahead with the road map,” Annan said,
referring to the peace plan sponsored by
the United Nations, the European Union,
the United States and Russia. “We believe
the Israeli government is also ready.” 

The host of the Iraq conference,
Egyptian Foreign Minister Ahmed Aboul
Gheit, said the Israeli-Arab conflict was
as much a threat to the region as the insur-
gency in Iraq. 

“Efforts to achieve stability in Iraq
cannot be separated from strenuous
efforts to achieve peace in the Middle
East,” Aboul Gheit said in an opening
address. 

The conference, which began Monday
and ends Tuesday, brought together Iraq’s
six neighbors _ Iran, Syria, Turkey,
Kuwait, Jordan and Saudi Arabia _ plus
Egypt and other Arab countries, the
United States, China and bodies such as
the Group of Eight and the European
Union. 

The final statement suggested that even
opponents of the U.S.-led war recognized
the need to contribute to its reconstruc-
tion. 

“It is a world duty to save Iraq from its
tragic situation,” Aboul Gheit said. 

The 20 nations attending the confer-
ence condemned “all acts of terrorism in
Iraq,” as well as kidnappings and assassi-
nations of foreign and Iraqi civilians,
including aid workers, diplomats and

journalists. 
It urged Allawi’s government to deal

“resolutely” with terrorism but to avoid
excessive force and hurting civilians. 

Some in the Arab world view the
insurgency in Iraq as a legitimate resis-
tance to U.S. occupation, and many Arabs
have been angered by Iraqi deaths in
fighting with U.S.-led forces. 

Iraqi Foreign Minister Hoshyar Zebari
defended the U.S.-led forces in Iraq. “The
contribution of the multinational force is
essential to help secure necessary condi-
tions for voting and to support our securi-
ty forces in stabilizing the country,” he
said. 

Iran and Syria voiced criticism of the
U.S.-led campaign against the insurgents.
Syrian Foreign Minister Farouk al-Sharaa
said while his government condemns ter-
rorism, “we cannot overemphasize the
need to refrain from shelling civilians,
destroying cities and killing innocent peo-
ple.” 

Iranian Foreign Minister Kamal
Kharrazi also criticized “the use of exces-
sive force and bombing of towns.” But he
also condemned the insurgent attacks and
kidnappings, saying “such acts will help
prolong the presence of foreign troops in
Iraq.” 

With the Iraqi government setting a
Jan. 30 date for a crucial election, Zebari
said his government was committed to
holding “full, free and fair elections
across the country for the first time in our
history.” 

The final communique urged the inter-
im government to meet peaceful groups
from across the political spectrum before
the elections to encourage broad partici-
pation in the vote. 

Bahrain told the conference it was will-
ing to host a meeting of all Iraqi factions.
Zebari told reporters his government had
not yet considered the proposal. 

“In principle, there is no objection.
However, we believe that the best place to
hold a reconciliation meeting is in the
capital Baghdad,” Zebari said. 

The conference has steered away from
setting a deadline for withdrawing U.S.-
led forces from Iraq. The final commu-
nique, though, does say the mandate of
foreign forces is “not open-ended.” 

The conference’s final statement called
on Iraq’s neighbors to “intensify coopera-
tion” to control their borders against the
infiltration of would-be insurgents, a top
demand of the Baghdad government.
Allawi told The Associated Press on
Monday that neighboring countries had
not pulled their weight against the insur-
gency. 

Powell told reporters he discussed the
issue with his Syrian counterpart, and that
Washington would provide Damascus
with information that should be pursued. 

“The Syrians have taken some steps
recently, but we think there’s a lot more
they can do,” Powell said. 

Conference leaders shift
focus to Mideast peace

Do you have community news?Do you have community news?
Submit news releasesSubmit news releases

Email to: sack@smdp.com or fax 310.576.9913Email to: sack@smdp.com or fax 310.576.9913
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Reality Check®

By Dave Whammond
Speed Bump®

By Dave Coverly

Natural Selection®

By Russ Wallace

Bruce  R udman

11301 Olympic Boulevard, Suite 541
Los Angeles, CA 90064

T

F

E

310.393.2727
928.222.9992
Bruce@Architects-Engineers.net
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IS YOUR RETIREMENT PLAN
AGING GRACEFULLY?

WE LIVE WHERE YOU LIVE.®

Keep your money hard at work, with
401(k) rollovers, TSAs, annuities and
more. Call me to get started today.

Troy Wilson Lic.#: 0D75687
2451 Santa Monica Blvd.
Santa Monica, CA
310.315.1955

Providing Insurance and Financial Services  •  statefarm.com®

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR STATE FARM IS THERE.®

State Farm Life Insurance Company; In NY and WI – State Farm Life and Accident Assurance
Company; Bloomington, IL. Annuities and other products offered by State Farm affiliates are not
FDIC insured, not guaranteed by State Farm Bank, and are subject to investment risk, including
possible loss of principal. Consult your tax or legal advisor for specific advice.
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CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale
Furniture
Pets
Boats

Jewelry
Wanted
Travel
Vacation Rentals
ApartmentsCondos for Rent
Houses for Rent
Roomates
Commercial Lease

Real Estate
Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services
Computer Services
Attorney Services

Business Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness
Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Obituaries

$350 per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.  
Call 310-458-7737 and promote your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 38,600.

CCLLAASSSSIIFFIIEEDDSS

Counseling
B: EMPOWER your team

Help your
teen help

themselves
Jacqueline King, LMFT #39988

(310) 395-3669

Supportive groups for adolescent
girls held by a licensed therapist.

Creative
WWW.GIFTS.MS

Employment
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT P/T flex. 
hrs, beach location, computer, filing, 
errands. email resume 
bellholdings@aol.com. 
Fax: (310) 396-6549.

ASSISTANT COOK wanted. Will train. 5 
days per week. (310) 451-9341

AVON***AVON***AVON*** Call Cindy 
( 3 1 0 ) 5 3 1 - 5 0 5 5
www.youravon.com/clodato
CONSCIOUS AND nurturing babysitter 
wanted for days, nights, weekends, in 
S.M. $7/hr. Please call (818) 259-
1111
CUSTOMER SERVICE/OFFICE assistant  
for local limo company. F/T P/T Will 
train. (310) 821-5558 Fax (310) 821-
8358. e-
mail sean@paramountlimo.com
ENTRY LEVEL general office help, 
three days a week. Must be organized 
and efficient. Office experience help-
ful. Call 310-390-7458 and fax re-
sume to 310-390-7418. Minuteman 
Parking
F/T ADMIN/EXECUTIVE Assistant. Cas-
ual S.M. office. Strong Word & Excel. 
Access and graphics a plus. $15-
$17/hr doe. Fax resume to (310) 394-
3539
F/T ADMINISTRATIVE Assistant, men-
tal health field. Excellent communica-
tion and organizational skills. Comput-
er proficient. Salary DOE. Fax resume 
to (310) 472-9960
F/T BILINGUAL secretary needed. Flu-
ent in Spanish & English. Some ac-
counting. Computer skills A+. 1990 
Westwood Blvd. #260 (310) 481-1400
FIGURE MODEL wanted. Fit female 
model wanted for figure drawing by 
artist. No experience necessary. Call 
(818) 501-0266
FOR RENT: 3 Hair stations and facial 
room. Hair barber too. $125/wk. 2106 
Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica. 
(310) 829-5944
FRONT OFFICE receptionist coordina-
tor with 1 to 2years experience for an 
Orthodontic office in West Los Angeles 
in needed. Fax resume (310) 442-
1065
GET FIT! Get paid! New fitness com-
pany $144K+ First year. Brian 
(888) 385-9180
HAVE YOU got a good idea? 8yr estab-
lished wood shop needs computer/in-
ternet skills and business plan. 
(310) 828-7594
HOME CLEANING service needs clean-
ers M-F. Cars and English required. 
Needed immediately. (310) 656-6243

MINUTEMAN Parking seeks valet 
parkers. Experience preferred, no 
placement agency. (310) 214-1888

Place an employment ad today! 
Call Mirella 

@ (310) 458-7737 ext 114 
mirella@smdp.com

Employment
NATIONAL BARTENDERS

BARTEND

• 1 or 2 week training
• Nationwide job placement

Financing Available
National Bartenders School

310-996-1377
www.nationalbartenders.com

EARN
$100-300

DAILY

PRIVATE DUTY Nurse LVN P/T, 
nights 12 1/2/hr shifts. Call 

Bonnie (323) 782-0303 or Fax 
resume (323) 782-0330

RADIO PUBLICITY or music air play 
sales person. Full commission, P/T in 
Santa Monica (818) 905-8038
RECRUITING FOR an International For-
tune 500 Company Ranked as the 22 
fastest growing company in N. Ameri-
ca and the 2nd most profitable. (INC 
Magazine) Looking to Identify 3 moti-
vated, entrepreneurial minded, indi-
viduals, with a winning mentality and 
a hunger for success who are used to 
thinking "outside the box." Team 
building, leadership qualities and 
building business relationships with 
the right mental mindset is key. Salar-
ies and incomes are limited only by 
YOU. This company offers 6 and 7 fig-
ure incomes to the right people. Con-
tact David at "Worldwide Recruiting.” 
(310) 393-6925

TRADESMAN/ HANDYMAN needed at 
construction/remodeling business. Up 
to $25/hr (310) 948-2028
UPSCALE SALON under new owner-
ship on Wilshire in Santa Monica is 
looking for stylist and colorist. Bring 
your clients and join a new and excit-
ing team. Call (310) 451-4477

For Sale
HOT TUB 2004 Model. Neck jets. 
Therapy Seat. Warranty, never used. 
Can deliver worth $5700, sell for 
$1750 (818) 785-9043

LP RECORDS 1000 for $1500. Wom-
an’s medium fur coat $175. 84’ Toyo-
ta Tercel $300. 78’ Chevy truck 
$1100 AS IS (310) 278-1683

Pets
MALTESE PUPS. Registered male and 
female. Baby doll face. (323) 823-
1803; (661) 675-6371 Call Kelly
YORKIES WWW.WORLDKENNEL-
USA.COM (323) 823-1803; (661) 675-
6371. Call Kelly.

Vehicles for sale
1995 CADILLACSLS black/beige. Ex-
cellent condition, fully loaded 
w/NorthstarV8, alarm, low mileage. 
Garaged $8100/obo. Robert 
(310) 391-3520

2000 BMW 323i Sedan 4D
Titanium Sliver, gray lthr, Prem 

Pkg, v6, auto, ac, p/seats & win-
dows, tilt, CD, am/fm, air bags, 

sunroof- 61,000 miles. Great con-
dition, $17,500 

Call (310) 393-2255

Vehicles for sale

Claude Short
Auto Sales Dealer

‘00 CHRYSLER 300M
Low miles, moon roof,

chrome wheels

VIN 323726  $12,995

‘00 VOLVO C70 COUPE
Only 39k, clean car,

one owner

VIN 018256  $18,995

‘00 DODGE RAM WAGON
15 Passenger

VIN 166167  $9,995

‘99 MERCURY
COUGAR

Low Miles, Clean Car

VIN 641250  $7,995

2501 Lincoln Blvd. in Venice

(310) 395-3712

Vehicles for sale
INFINITI OF Santa Monica

Infiniti of
SANTA MONICA

900
Santa Monica Blvd. 

Santa Monica, CA
90401

866-507-7254

www.infinitiofsantamonica.com

Infiniti of
SANTA MONICA

All vehicles subject to prior sale. 
All advertised prices excludes 

government fees and taxes, any 
finance charges, any dealer 

document preparation charge, 
and any emission testing charge. 
Offer expires Sunday, 12/5/04. 

Sales Event
Going on Now!

’02 LEXUS SC430
LOANER, ONLY 4K MILES

(0018489)

$53,881

’02 BMW 330ci
PREM. SPORT, WON'T 

LAST (2JU26227)

$31,881

’02 MBZ C320 SDN
LOW MI., MOONROOF & 

MORE! (195198)

$27,882

’03 ACURA CL 3.2 TYPE S
13K MI., SHOWROOM COND., 

WON'T LAST (A012317)

$23,993

’01 LEXUS ES300
COACH EDITION, ONLY 

36K MI (0317370)

$20,993

’02 INFINITI I 35
CERTIFIED, LOW MILES 

(101883)

$19,883

’01 INFINIT QX4
MOONROOF, LOADED

 (W101447)

$17,884

’99 INFINITI I30 LIMITED
WON’T LAST! LOADED! 

(777850)

$12,882

’99 HONDA CRV
AUTO, FULL PWR, LOW MI.,

LIKE NEW!  (C010921)

$9,993

’00 TOYOTA 4RUNNER
CD, FULL PWR, LIKE NEW 

(YO055457)

$8,991

Instruction
FIRE CLASS. Learn how to spin fire 
every Wednesday 9:30am & Saturday 
10:00am on Venice Beach. Call Shom 
(310) 500-9375

REASONABLY PRICED computer 
classes. Open enrollment. Venice 

Instruction
Skills Center (310) 392-4153

RIDING LESSONS

Call JD Gath
(310) 871-1631

Only minutes from Santa Monica

Riding Lessons
Beginner to Intermediate
Western: Arena & Trails

Personal, one-on-one lessons

Wanted
NEED GARAGE for storage North of 
Wilshire, below 16th. Safe secured, 
and waterproof. Need promptly 
(310) 573-3705

SEEKING WARMTH
Retired Minnesota woman 
looking to rent a room or 
Studio apartment for the 

month of January. 
Please call 

(310) 365-1753

WANTED: OLD INDIAN ITEMS 
Baskets, Rugs, Pots, Kachinas 

Jewelry, Bead work, 
Western Paintings 

(310) 577-8555; (310) 375-3160

For Rent

The BEST
RENTALS
inVENICE
ELLY NESIS CO. INC
(310) 396-4443

ellynesis.com

FOR LEASE - OCEAN TOWERS, SM. 
1bdrm 1bath. Magnificent city views. 
$2600/mo. Call Paul @ CRI 
(310) 395-2558
FREE RENTAL Lists & No Fee 
Rentals. Sullivan-Dituri Company. 
2111 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica, CA 
90403.

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
310-869-0468

225 Montana 3+2.5 $2375/mo 
Single + Bath $1000/mo 

Pool, laundry, parking
Coming Soon - Available 11-15

CHECK OUT OTHER 
AVAILABLE RENTALS AT:

www.howardmanagement.com

LADERA HIGHTS $625/mo Single. Car-
pets, stove, blinds, laundry, parking. 
No pets. (323) 290-1699
PALMS/BEVERLYWOOD ADJ $900/mo 
1bdrm 1bath. Appliances. No pets, 
parking 2009 Preuss Road #6. Man-
ager in #1
SANTA MONICA $1050/mo 1bdrm 
1bath, front unit. Cat OK, refrigerator, 
carpets, hardwood floors. (310) 395-
RENT www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $1065/mo 1bdrm 
1bath. W/C pet w/deposit. Laundry, 
walk to shops/ restaurants. 
(310) 395-RENT www.westsideren-
tals.com
SANTA MONICA $1100/mo 1bdrm 
1bath. No pets, patio, new carpets, 
large closets, blinds. (310) 395-RENT 
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $1150/mo 1bdrm 
1bath. Refrigerator, stove, carpets, 
laundry, quiet neighborhood, carport 

parking. (310) 395-RENT www.west-
siderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $1195/mo 1bdrm 
1bath. No pets, dishwasher, balcony, 
carpets, fireplace, laundry. (310) 395-
RENT www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $1295-$1995/mo. 
Excellent location. Arizona & Euclid. 4 
large apartments available. Front 
1bdrm 1bath, patio. $1295/mo. Lower 
1bdrm +den 1bath $1295/mo. Upper 
2bdrm 1bath $1695/mo. Upper front 
2bdrm 2bath & convertible 
den $1995. Flex leases. Pets negotia-
ble. Open house by appointment, Sat-
urday and Sunday 10am-2pm. 1318 
Euclid (310) 395-1495
SANTA MONICA $700/mo Studio, 
1bath. No pets, refrigerator, cooking 
area, parking included. (310) 395-
RENT www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $820/mo Studio, 
1bath. 3Blocks to beach. No pets, re-
frigerator, utilities included. 
(310) 395-RENT www.westsideren-
tals.com
SANTA MONICA $925/mo 1bdrm 
1bath. Appliances, no pets, parking, 
utilities paid. 2535 Kansas Ave. #200. 
Manager in #101
SANTA MONICA $995/mo 1bdrm 
1bath. No pets, refrigerator, stove, 
carpets, large closets, pool. 
(310) 395-RENT www.westsideren-
tals.com
SANTA MONICA $995/mo Studio 
1bath. No pets, refrigerator, close to 
beach & promenade. (310) 395-RENT 
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA ADJ $800/mo Studio, 
1bath. No pets, refrigerator, stove, 
carpets, full kitchen. (310) 395-RENT 
www.westsiderentals.com
WESTCHESTER 2+1 $1300/mo 6707 
W. 86th Place. Stove, microwave, 
dishwasher, carpets, blinds, laundry, 
gated parking. No pets (310) 578-
7512
WESTWOOD UNFURNISHED Condo 
2+2. 1639 Selby Ave. Unit C. Stove, 
refrigerator, W/D, dishwasher, carpet, 
microwave, A/C, intercom entry and 
gated parking. No pets. Call 
(310) 578-7512
WLA $1400/MO 2bdrm 1bath upper. 
Parking, new stove, balcony, large 
closets, no pets. Available 12-1 
(310) 991-2694

Houses For Rent
CULVER CITY house 2bdrm/2bath. 
Newly painted, hardwood floors, big 
yard with swimming pool. $2350 
(310) 721-7159

WLA HOUSE 3bdrm 1bath $2300 plus 
security. Hardwood floors, fireplace, 
small yard. No pets. (310) 312-5033

Roommates
DESIGNER HOUSE north of Montana in 
Santa Monica $1500. Separate Mas-
ter suite plus studio for your privacy 
(310) 458-2702 

Commercial Lease
OFFICE FOR lease $1600sqft. Private 
restroom w/ shower. Underground 
parking 2nd floor. 11949 Jefferson 
Blvd. Suite 103. Open house week-

ends. Call Mercedes (310) 827-3873

Office for Lease
1,600 Sq. Ft.

✰Private Restroom w/Shower
✰Underground parking 2nd floor

11949 Jefferson Blvd
Suite 103

Open House Weekends
Call Mercedes

(310) 827-3873

DOWNTOWN SANTA Monica 13X15 
office plus secretarial. 
Alan (310) 394-2344

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737
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EVER WONDER

Ever wonder?
About the people in your old family photos?

(310) 387-4650  familytreelines@aol.com

TOYOTA TRUCKS

Tundra 2005

V6-245 HP/5000 Towing Capacity
Long Bed 17/22 MPG/AUTO/AC
VIN# 55444204  Stock# 5770004 Or Lease for $249 per Mo*

48 Months, $1,000 total to start.

All “New” 2005 Tacomas Here Now
CALL MGR DIRECT MICHAEL OR MARK

1 (888) 203-8029

*After $750 Rebate, on approved credit 700+Fica Score
+ plus tax, lic, and doc

801 Santa Monica Blvd.
on the corner of Lincoln

*$15,995

COMPUTER COWBOY On site computer support with just
one call — 100% satisfaction

guaranteed. Repairs, networking, 
web design, virus removal and more

Call the Computer Cowboy
(310) 979-6401

PPrroommoottee  yyoouurr    bbuussiinneessss  iinn  tthhee  SSaannttaa  MMoonniiccaa

Services
1 FREE ? 
By phone. 

Psychic, palm and Tarot reader. 
Can help w/ love, marriage & career. 

Guaranteed results. Call Dorothy 
(323) 938-4533

1 Free? By Phone.
Psychic, palm and Tarot reader.

Can help w/love, marriage & career.

Guaranteed Results!

CALLDOROTHY (323) 938-4533

A.C. CONSTRUCTION com-
mercial & residential remodel. 
Honest and Reliable. Free esti-
mates. Call (310)278-5380. 
Fax: (310)271-4790. Lic# 
801884 Fully insured.

A/C CONSTRUCTION
Beverly Hills/Beverlywood

General Contractor
Residential Remodel &

Home Improvement
Honest • Reliable

FREE ESTIMATES
— Sabbath Observed—

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

BEST MOVERSBEST MOVERS
No job too small

2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ.

Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193  (310) 300-9194

CHEAP CABINETS
ALL WOOD

Oak, birch, maple
Average kitchen, $1,400.

(310) 930-7391/Mike

CHEAP CABINETS
ALL WOOD

OAK, BIRCH, MAPLE.
AVERAGE KITCHEN, $1,400

(310) 930-7391 / MIKE

NON-TOXIC CLEANING, I do it myself! 
20yrs experience. Excellent referen-
ces. Karen (310) 453-1961

1: SAME Day

1840 14TH ST. SANTA MONICA (310) 393-9393
Open M-F: 8AM-5PM

SAME DAY
DELIVERY

CALL BY 11 AM   $5 FEE  (WLA/SM)

LOWEST PRICEANYWHERE!

CLSS - Manicure & Pedicure
Regular Pedicure & Manicure

$15.00
Spa, Pedicure & Manicure

$20.00

HIGH QUALITY PRODUCTS

OPI ESSIE
2106 WILSHIRE BLVD. SANTA MONICA

CALL FOR APPOINTMENTS
(310) 829-5944

ALL WALK-INS WELCOME

GRANITE COUNTERTOPS travertine 
from $2.49/sq ft. up to 50% less than 
home depot!!! eskandaristone.com
(310) 945-5799

GRANITE COUNTERTOPS
TRAVERTINE FROM $2.49/SQFT

UP TO 50% LESS
THAN HOME DEPOT!!!!

ESKANDARISTONE.COM (310) 945-5799

HOME THEATER AND MUSIC:
system design, installation and trou-
bleshooting. 16 years experience with 
audio/video systems, satellite, cable, 
telephone and computer networks. 
(310)450-6540.

DON’S CUTTING Edge

INTRODUCING

Jean
our new stylist

$17
HAIRCUTS

w/mention of this ad

2918 Santa Monica Blvd. Santa Monica
Tues-Fri: 9-6pm Sat: 8-5pm

Call for an appointment 310.828.6986
Appointments not required.

SMOKING

Life is short —
Why make it shorter

STILL 
SMOKING?

Certified
Hypnotherapist

John J. McGrail, C.Ht.

(310) 235-2882

MERRY MAIDS

BONDED AND INSURED

CLEANING AMERICAN
HOMES SINCE 1979

(310) 656-6243

GET ORGANIZED!
for filing system set-ups, 

unpacking from a major move,
uncluttering closets and 
other home/office paper

management problems, etc.

HIRE A PROFESSIONAL
ORGANIZER!

Call Christine Cohen:
(310) 274-4988

Member: National Association of
Professional Organizers

GET ORGANIZED!
for filing system set-ups,

unpacking from a major move,
uncluttering closets and 
other home/office paper 

management problems, etc.

HIRE A PROFESSIONAL 
ORGANIZER!

Call Christine Cohen:
310-274-4988

Member: National Association of Professional Organizers

“JENNY CAN CLEAN-IT”
fast, reliable. We take care of your 
cleaning, own transportation. $40 
(818)705-0297.
PAINTING TOP QUALITY  A&A 
custom,Interior And Exterior . Free 
Quote. Jeff Arrieta (310)560-9864.

Services

NOTICE TO
READERS:

California  law requires that 
contractors taking jobs that
total $500 or more (labor or 

materials) be licensed by the 
Contractors State License 

Board. State law also requires 
that contractors include their

license number on all 
advertising. You can check the 

status of your licensed 
contractor at www.cslb.ca.gov 
or 800-321-CSLB. Unlicensed 

contractors taking jobs that
total less than $500 must state

in their advertisements that 
they are not licensed by the 
Contractors State License 

Board.

ONE HOUR Alterations, 
hemming, jeans, pants, skirts, etc. 
Made by professional Call
Michael (310) 980-2674 

PAINTING - Interior/Exterior
-Wallpaper Removal    -Stucco Repair

-Drywall repair     -Water Damage

Specializes in offices and restaurants
(310) 502-1168
Fortino Matias

Free Estimates

Wallpaper Removal • Stucco Repair
Drywall Repair • Water Damage
SPECIALIZES IN OFFICES AND RESTAURANTS

(310) 502-1168
Fortino Matias
FREE ESTIMATES

PAINTING - Interior/Exterior

PAINTING/WALLPAPER
PAINTING, Wallpaper Removal & In-
stallation, Wall Texturing, Free Esti-
mates! Glenn’s Wall Service  310-
686-8505
WESTSIDE GUYSWESTSIDE GUYS
Full Service Handymen

CARPENTRY, ELEC., PAINT, ETC...
TERMITE AND DRY ROT REPAIR

BOB 35/HR (310) 266-6348
CALEB 25/HR (310) 409-3244

WHEN YOU Get Ready To Fix 
Up, Call Us!Ned Parker Con-
struction Painting, Carpentry, 
Roofing, Concrete, Electrical
Bonded And Insured Lic # 
658986 323)871-8869

When You Get Ready to Fix Up, Call Us!

NED PARKER 
CONSTRUCTION

Bonded & Insured • Lic#658-486
PAINTING • CARPENTRY • ROOFING

CONCRETE • ELECTRICAL

323.871.8869

Computer Services
SUNRISE COMPUTERS

Sunrise
COMPUTERS

• Installs 
• Repairs 
• Backups 
• Training 
• Networking

On-Site/Phone Support

(310) 979-5529 
COMPUTER HELP: Your Office or 
Home. Computer Tune-Up. Microsoft 
Word, Excel, Powerpoint, Quickbooks 
POS. Internet Navigation. Software In-
stallation. Virus removal. (310) 207-
3366 (310) 801-6845

Attorney Services
TRAVELING NOTARY
Traveling Notary

We go where you are.
Law offices, Banks, Lenders, Escrow,

Hospitals and General Business

QUICK AND COURTEOUS SERVICE
Call S. Park (213) 361-9643

CULVER CITY/LOS Angeles Adj: Office 
space $1000-$1200/mo. 2/3 rooms 
w/kitchen 1bath. 10307 Washington 
Blvd., Suites #A&#B. Contact: 
(310) 541-3144 or (310) 780-3354. 

Commercial Lease
Office space open for viewing daily 
9am-6pm.
DOWNTOWN SANTA MONICA Seper-
ate Private Office A/C, Approx. 280 
sq/ft, Windows 310-394-3645
NAI CAPITAL Commercial
(310)440-8500

Christina S. Porter
Vice President

310-440-8500 x.104

Flex Space for Lease
1610 Colorado Ave. SM

Approximately 8,800 SF divisible to
4,400. / .75¢ psf, nnn

(310) 806-6104

SANTA MONICA 1425 4th Street offi-
ces - Central Tower Building. Suite 
231 $500/mo. Suite 214 $550/mo. 
Ready to move-in. (310) 276-3313
SANTA MONICA 170 sqft near Santa 
Monica airport complex. Secure build-
ing, bright. $750 (310) 396-9310 
x107
SANTA MONICA Approx. 1200 sqft 
and 200 sqft. Bright windows, sky-
lights, negotiable. (310) 820-1561
SANTA MONICA Creative office space 
2812 Santa Monica Blvd. 385sq/ft to 
4750sqft. Par commercial (310) 395-
2663 ext101.

WAREHOUSE SPACE 1300sq/ft 
Includes 1 office and bathroom; 
Lease for 6-24/mo @$2300/mo 
Includes roll-up door+4 parking 

spaces. Located in S.M.
Colorado & Yale.

Quiet, safe & accessible.
Tom (310) 612-0840

Real Estate
BRAND NEW RETAIL LOFT - El Se-
gundo -  Live/work in the heart of 
town. Approx. 2900 sq. ft. unit. Roof-
top deck, stonework throughout. 
$899,000 El Segundo – 135 Standard 
-  Two contiguous corner lots approx. 
7,000 sq.ft. build up to 4,100 sq. ft. 
Perfect for office building or small 
business. $699,000 (310) 396-1947

BULLDOG REALTYBULLDOG REALTORS
1501 Main Street, suite 106 Venice, CA 90291

ince@bulldogrealtors.com

Are you
ready to

Buy or Sell?
LORI DAVETTE INCE
(310) 380-0830
CELL: (310) 503-3482

CLSS - N: 6 Buyer Mistakes6 Costly
Mistakes

to Avoid Before
Buying a home

Free report reveals
how to save thousands

of dollars and
years of expense.
Free recorded message
1-800-000-000

ID# 1004
www.matillareality.com 1-888-465-4534

EL SEGUNDO – 135 Standard contig-
uous corner lots. Approx. 7,000 sq. ft. 

Real Estate
Build up to 4,100 sq. ft. Perfect for of-
fice building or small business. 
$699,000 (310) 864-9034

EL SEGUNDO - 6 Unit building, two-
bed, 1ba each. 8 garages, income 
$102,000. Completely remodeled with 
custom finishes. All tenant occupied. 
$1,399,000 (310) 396-1947
EL SEGUNDO - Coming soon. New 
construction. 1,400sqft retail and 
2bdrm 2bath Loft. 1,800sqft total. 
300sqft roof top Call Matt (310) 864-
9034

FREE HOME Loans
Save $4000 

(310) 261-0404
cell

(310) 394-LOAN
office

FREE
HOME LOANS

LOW RATES
CALL US TODAY

(310)394-5626

$$ SAVE $$ $$ SAVE $$

$$ 
$$ 

HERMOSA BEACH Shopping Center 
Anchored by a major restaurant. Cen-
ter includes medical group, salon, Pi-
lates studio, boutique, office suites. 
6% cap rate $7,050,000 (310) 396-
1947
HERMOSA BEACH Shopping Center 
Anchored by a major restaurant. Cen-
ter includes medical group, salon, Pi-
lates studio, boutique, office suites. 
6% cap rate $7,050,000 (310) 396-
1947
INVESTMENT PROPERTIES 0-10% 
down. Many to choose from. Call for 
locations and prices. Rob (800) 871-
5114 Agent
MANHATTAN BEACH – New Listing 
24,000 square feet of land, prime lo-
cation, signalized corner. Fantastic 
opportunity! Just reduced! 
$2,125,000 Anthony’s Restaurant - El 
Segundo City Landmark comes with 
land, improvements, and business. 22 
year lease left on parking lot and pa-
tio. $2,000 per month with no in-
creases Gross business. $575,000 
annually. $1,099,000 (310) 396-1947
MANHATTAN BEACH – New Listing 
24,000 square feet of land, prime lo-
cation, signalized corner. Fantastic 
opportunity! Just reduced! 
$2,125,000 Anthony’s Restaurant - El 
Segundo City Landmark comes with 
land, improvements, and business. 22 
year lease left on parking lot and pa-
tio. $2,000 per month with no in-
creases Gross business. $575,000 
annually. $1,099,000 (310) 396-1947
MANHATTAN BEACH Prime N. Sepul-
veda 5,500 square feet of office 
space, 42 parking spaces, liquor store 
& gym. Approx 5 Acre Lot Just re-
duced! $2,450,000 (310)396-1947
MANHATTAN BEACH Prime N. Sepul-
veda 5,500 square feet of office 
space, 42 parking spaces, liquor store 
& gym. Approx 5 Acre Lot Just re-
duced! $2,450,000 (310)396-1947
PALISADES TAHITIAN Terrace 2bdrm 
1.5bath Mobile Home. Move-in condi-
tion. Light & bright from beach 
$199,900. Agent, Johanna (310) 300-
3327 or cell (310) 699-1937
PLAYA DEL REY – Beach Port – 8500 
Falmouth #3316. One bed, One bath, 
plus loft. Overlooking gardens, sun-
sets on the deck,limestone and black 
granite floor. High vaulted ceilings. 
Walk to the beach and shopping. 
Open sunday 1-4pm. (310) 864-9034

Private and Group

Equipment provided

CPR certified

310-920-1265

camp@learntosurfla.com

Surf Lessons
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Real Estate

PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT

RENTALS  AVAILABLE

NO PETS ALLOWED

SANTA MONICA

1007 Ocean Park  $1250
Bright, upper 1 bed, garage

many new updates

918 11th St. $1695
Upper 2 bed 3/4 baths, 

high ceilings, laundry room

1205 Washington  $1795
Lower 2 bed, hardwood

floors, garage, nice upgrades

1328 Yale  $1795
Private rear upper 2 bed

refinished hardwood, garage

818 6th St. $3450
2 bed 2 bath condo,

large patio, washer & dryer

WEST LA/BRENTWOOD

649 Barrington, BW   $1200
Lower 1 bed, hardwood
floors,dishwasher, near 

San Vicente

1518 Centinela,WLA   $2200
Brand new townhouse style

apts., 2 bed, 2 1/2 baths, 
washer & dryer, granite

counters, private sundecks

SALES • RENTALS 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

FOR MORE LISTINGS GO TO
WWW.ROQUE-MARK.COM

ROQUE &
MARK Co.

2802 Santa Monica Blvd.

310-828-7525

Storage Space
COVERED GARAGE for rent, 9th & 
Montana, Genie, easy access, 
$225/mo (310) 451-5260 or 
(310) 749-6412 cell

PARKING SPACE for rent near Arizona 
and Euclid $125/mo. (310) 395-1495

Massage
5’2” HOURGLASS Figure offers
full-body sensual massage. Very pri-
vate, very discreet, 6am-9pm. 
Incall/Outcall special rate between 
6am-9pm, Rachel
(310) 339-6709

A RELAXING MASSAGE, tailored to 
you by certified athletic male. 
Out calls, special rate $49 between 
9am-3pm, M-F (310) 894-2443
BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal your 
body, mind, spirit.  Therapeutic, 
Swedish, Deep-tissue. Energy balanc-
ing. Strictly non-sexual. Introductory 
specials from $50.00/1hr. Lynda, 
L.M.T. (310)749-0621
DEEP TISSUE, Swedish & Thai mas-
sage by local fitness trainer. $40/hr. 
Paul.  (310) 741-1901.
EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong and ten-
der relaxing bodywork by mature Eu-
ropean. Professional Lady Sonja 
(310)397-0433.
FULL BODY Swedish to light fingertip 
massage by classy European thera-
pist. Serious callers only. (310) 826-
7271.
“GIVE YOURSELF a gift of touch” An-
gela (310) 430-5504

Massage

Long Lasting Relief
from muscle tightness and pain. 

Located downtown S.M. 
(310) 930-5884 www.nydoo.com

REVITALIZE & Rejuvenate. Body, Mind 
& Spirit with a therapeutic 
Swedish/Deep-tissue massage. Laura 
(310) 394-2923  (310) 569-0883.
SHIATSU FAN? Try Gina’s signature 
massage. Tailor-made just for your 
body’s needs. Cell: 626.437.4721
THAI YOGA massage by Thai woman 
in West LA. pnthaiyogamassage.com 
(310) 645-2702
THERAPEUTIC RELAXING massage. 
Swedish, Thai, and Deep Tissue. Call 
Cynthia (310) 397-0199
THERAPIST to trade bodywork with 
other Therapists.
Visit massage-classifieds.com/bliss 
Paul (310) 741-1901

Business Opps
ABSOLUTE GOLDMINE! 60 Vending 
machines with excellent locations all 
for $10,995. (800) 234-6982.
SAVE HOMEOWNERS from foreclo-
sure. Multi-million dollar market. Start 
making money now! No experience 
necessary. (323) 467-3399

Health/Beauty
BEAUTY/HEALTH BUSINESS opportu-
nity. Great space available. Prime lo-
cation 700sqft. Perfect for skin 
care/spa/beauty supply store. For info 
(310) 577-3079

DR. LUCAS
Chiropractic &
Accupuncture

Victoria D. Lucas
D.C., LAc. QME

Vita Wellness
MAXIMUM FAMILY CARE IN ONE LOCATION

310-449-1222
2222 Santa Monica Blvd.• Ste. 203 • Santa Monica, CA 90404

EXCELLENT WEIGHT loss and skin 
products. Great business opportunity. 
Herbalife Independent distributor, 
personalized to you. (310) 920-1103

MEDICAL MARIJUANA
REFERRALS

Doctor Referrals. 
Dispensary locations. 
Call us. We can help. 
Green Medicine Group 

(323) 243-8158
www.greenmedicalgroup.org

Fitness
DECAF FOR the soul

Decaf for the Body & Soul
Cool out after work with Yoga
Relax and work out those kinks after your work day

(and miss the rush hour traffic)
Tuesday Evenings  6:00-7:15pm
First class is free Please call to reserve your space.

Tricia Schaumann SM Center Healing Arts
7TH & Arizona (310) 612-3239

Personals
HANDSOME, SINGLE incarcerated 
white male seeks female for corre-
spondence. S. Houston D72550A1-
114 44750 60th Street W. Lancaster 
CA 93536

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

Your ad could run here!
✆ Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737

warren@prusd.com • www.sandiegohomesdowntown.com

2 bed 2 bath + den  1,680  sqrft   ocean views! ......$750,000
2 bed 2 bath 1,221 sqft Ocean Views!!...............$550,000
2 bed 2 bath 1,700 sqft Prime water view location..........$1,265,000
2 bed 2 bath + den Penthouse level. Water Views!!!  ..........$1,425,000

Chris Warren
(619) 818-1666

Discover Opportunity...
Just two hours away, Downtown San Diego is booming. 

Minutes to dozens of world class golf courses, parks and the historic Gaslamp
District...and the best ocean views in Southern California!



3672 GREENFIELD AVE., L.A.
REDUCED TO $775,0004253 CAMPBELL DR.

Welcoming the first time buyer.
Valuable consultants for the seasoned investor.

SOLD

12029 CULVER DRIVE
CULVER CITY

EMPIRE DRIVE 4 UNITS
PALMS/MAR VISTA

Pacific Ocean Properties
ANNOUNCES THE GRAND OPENING OF ITS NEW OFFICE!

2212 Lincoln Boulevard, Santa Monica | 310.392.9223

• Over 300 banks approved

• 30 years of experience

• 100% financing

• Residential & Commercial    

loans

• Apartment Buildings

• Lines of Credit

• Purchase or Refinances

• Expert loan consultations

• Timely performance

Some of our Our Lending Partners:

Pac West Mortgage

2212 Lincoln Blvd., Santa Monica, CA 90405-1321

310-392-9223

Pre-Approval in minutes.

Very aggresive rates

30 year fixed 5.625%.
10 year/1 arm 5.25%

7 year/1 arm 5%
5 year/1 arm 4.625%
3 year/1 arm 4.125%
1 year/1 arm 3.125%

6 mos./6 mo. arm 2.75%
1 mo./1 mo. arm 1.125%

* Rates subject  to change

LICENSED CALIFORNIA BROKER #01218743

Rob Schultz, Broker1-888-FOR LOAN

Real Estate

Pacific Ocean Properties
is proud to announce Craig Sellers 
as the newest member of our team!

DAILY PRESS READERS:
LIST WITH US AND PAY ONLY 4% COMMISSION

SOLD

1301 SEWARD
HOLLYWOOD

SOLD


