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QUOTE OF 
THE DAY

An 18-year-old student with the rare
vasovagal syncope syndrome was
ordered to begin stuffing himself
with junk foods in order to drastical-
ly increase his salt intake (Scun-
thorpe, England). A 39-year-old man
was arrested for burglary after
police found his name-imprinted
dentures at the scene, surmising
that he had stumbled over some-
thing in the dark, but was forced to
flee before he could find them
(Muncie, Ind.). A 27-year-old man
was charged with poisoning a drink-
ing-water reservoir, hospitalizing at
least 42 people, in order to boost
sales of his water purifiers (Henan
province, China).

“Every time a 
friend succeeds,

I die a little.”
– Gore Vidal

NEWS OF 
THE WEIRD
by Chuck Shepard 

L O OT T

FANTASY 5
31, 6, 22, 26, 10
DAILY 3

Afternoon picks: 1, 0, 8
Evening picks: 8, 6, 3
DAILY DERBY
1st Place: 12, Lucky Charms

2nd Place: 4, Big Ben

3rd Place: 5, California Classic

Race Time: 1:40.39

Announcing

THE UNDER $10 
DINNER SPECIAL

Served from 4pm - 10pm

1433 Wilshire Blvd at 15th St
310-394-1131

,

www.santamonicamusic.com

(310) 453-1928
1901 SANTA MONICA BLVD.

Back to School
Band Instrument 

Rentals

BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

WEST LOS ANGELES — By
far the biggest settlement of its kind,
three major oil companies have
agreed to pay City Hall hundreds of
millions of dollars to clean up the
city’s drinking water. 

The settlement all-
ocates an additional
$92.5 million to cover
costs the city of Santa
Monica has incurred
since its water supply
was tainted by a gaso-
line additive seven
years ago.

The agreement
comes after more
than three years of lit-
igation and thousands
of hours spent trying
to get the oil compa-
nies to pay for allow-
ing Methyl Tertiary-
Butyl Ether to leak
into the city’s drink-
ing water supply.

The Santa Monica City Council
on Friday morning approved the
settlement with Shell, Chevron-
Texaco and ExxonMobil, who

have acknowledged their responsi-
bility in contaminating half of the
city’s drinking water in 1996 by
allowing MTBE to seep into the
groundwater. The contamination
forced the closure of five of Santa
Monica’s 11 drinking water wells.

The settlement will clean up and
restore the Charnock
Well Field — the
city’s main water
source — located in
West Los Angeles. A
new treatment facility,
the first of its kind,
will be built specifi-
cally to clean up the
city’s water. Santa
Monica is one of a
handful of cities in
California that con-
trols its own, inde-
pendent water supply.

“This settlement is
a landmark achieve-
ment. We have
reclaimed our water
independence,” said

Mayor Richard Bloom. “Clean
water is vital to everyone, especial-
ly in these difficult financial times.
The settlement is all the more
important because the cleanup will

not cost the taxpayers.”
The settlement ensures that the

oil companies will pay for all costs
to construct, operate and maintain
a treatment plant that officials

expect will clean the city’s water
supply by 2008. The cleanup
costs, which could exceed several
hundred million dollars, will be

City reaches landmark settlement

BY JAMIE WETHERBE
Special to the Daily Press

MID-CITY — Pharmacist Allen
Lieberoff knows full well that,
sometimes, even the best-laid plans
can go awry. 

Toiling away
behind his counter
during the graveyard
shift at Walgreen’s on
Wilshire Boulevard,
he knows what the
frantic women enter-
ing his store want.
Lieberoff, one of just
two pharmacists in
Santa Monica that can
sell the “morning-
after pill,” said he gets
up to a half-dozen
customers a night
looking for a quick
way to undo what
they may have done. 

Sunday nights seem to be the
busiest, he notes, perhaps because
people “throw caution to the
wind” during their weekends — a

missed birth control pill here, a
broken condom there — that is, if
anything was used at all.

The Walgreen’s at 20th Street
and Wilshire Boulevard is the lone
Santa Monica pharmacy equipped

at night to provide
patients with emer-
gency contraceptives,
which cost about $20.

“Ninety-nine per-
cent of the time,
(patients) can count
on somebody at night
here,” Lieberoff said.

Lieberoff has b
een providing the
service for more than
a year, and often
assists customers
from beyond Santa
Monica’s borders. 

Of the roughly
15,000 licensed pharmacists in the
state of California, only 2,000 can
supply emergency contraceptives
to their patients, according to Jane

Boggess, director of the Pharmacy
Access Partnership, which works
to expand consumer access to con-
traceptives. 

In the United States, there are
about 3 million unintended preg-
nancies each year, and about half
of those result in abortion, said

Boggess. Emergency contracep-
tives have the potential to elimi-
nate 700,000 abortions annually. 

While it doesn’t protect against
sexually transmitted diseases,
more than 95 percent of women
who use the morning-after pill

Carolyn Sackariason/Daily Press
City Attorney Marsha Moutrie announces a multi-million dollar settle-
ment between City Hall and three major oil companies relating to MTBE-
contaminated water on Friday at the Arcadia Well Field in West Los
Angeles, the city’s central water processing facility. Behind her, from left
to right, are Santa Monica Mayor Richard Bloom, City Councilwoman
Pam O’Connor, Councilmen Ken Genser, Herb Katz and Kevin McKeown.

The small amount of
MTBE, a gasoline addi-
tive, in this bottle could
contaminate half of the
city’s water supply for
a day — about six mil-
lion gallons.

Filling a need, one frantic woman at a time

By Daily Press staff

PICO NEIGHBORHOOD — A man suffered minor injuries when
he was shot in a Santa Monica eastside neighborhood Friday afternoon.

The shooting occurred at 1:35 p.m. on the 1900 block of 17th
Street, which is located in the Pico neighborhood — a frequent area
for gang violence. However, it’s not known whether Friday’s shooting
was gang related.

Santa Monica Police were pursuing leads Friday night and had iden-
tified a suspect. As of presstime, no arrests had been made.

The victim, a black male, was standing on the street when a man got
out of a four-door Chevrolet Impala and shot at him, police said. The
victim was grazed by the bullet and treated at the scene for his injuries.

Another shooting occurred on the same block on Monday at 8:32
p.m. Witnesses said they heard shots being fired, but police were
unable to locate any victims or suspects.

Police search for shooter

See MTBE, page 5

See CONTRACEPTIVE, page 5

Photo courtesy
Pharmacist Allen Lieb-
eroff is one of just two in
Santa Monica that sells
the ‘morning after pill.’
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LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
★★★★ Others reach out and talk more

easily today and in the next few days. Clear out a
project. Also, do some footwork to effectively
price a key purchase. Become your own personal
Ralph Nader. Say what you feel, and others will
respond. Tonight: Vanish with a favorite person.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
★★★★★ The Moon in your sign high-

lights you. You need to say “no” to going over-
board with spending today and in the near future.
Friends invite you out; ask your sweetie along, if
you don’t want a problem. Your instincts head
you in the right direction. Tonight: What would
make you happy? Make it so.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
★★★★ The Sun moves into your sign,

adding a sense of relief. Still, you might choose
to stay internal and do some additional thinking.
Someone you care about does listen to your opin-
ions. Expect an earful back. Tonight: You don’t
have to tell anyone what is on your mind.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
★★★★★ Where your friends are is where

you want to be. You might need to run an errand
or get involved with something at a distance.
Take your time making decisions and expressing
your opinions. People listen. Tonight: Where the
action is.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
★★★★ Demands involving work or your

personal life fall on you. As could be predicted,
you meet the need. Though a partner might want
to spend more time with you, he or she could be
disappointed. Schedule some private time later.
Tonight: Togetherness is the theme.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
★★★★★ Take off for a day trip with a

loved one. You will like getting together with
someone at a distance and catching up on news. A
change in scenery helps you recharge. Don’t call
home unless you want to head home. Someone has
something you are needed for. Tonight: Go exotic.

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS

The stars show the kind of day you’ll have: 

★★★★★-Dynamic  ★★★★-Positive  ★★★-Average  
★★-So-so  ★-Difficult

Vanish with a friend, Libra

ARIES (March 21-April 19)
★★★★ Feel happy that today isn’t a work-

day, hopefully for the majority of you. You get
many mixed signals. Hop in the car and take a day
trip or take off for the weekend. Getting away
from your immediate surroundings revives you.
Tonight: You could go overboard. Do you care?

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
★★★★★ Stay anchored when you deal

with others. A serious discussion might be neces-
sary with a partner, loved one or friend. Then you
can enjoy yourself to the max. Flirt, play and
enjoy, if single or attached. Your sweetie might
become jealous. Ouch! Tonight: Go along with
another’s plans.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
★★★ Others dominate your day, though

you might not like the circumstances. Take time
out for a difficult parent, older relative or friend.
This person appreciates your attention more than
you know. A partner verbalizes more of what he
or she wants. Tonight: Put your feet up.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
★★★★★ Allow your imagination and cre-

ativity to come out. Speak your mind, and anoth-
er will listen. Make a long-distance call and reach
out for a loved one. Make plans to stay close to
home for the afternoon. You will be a lot happier.
Tonight: Let naughtiness reign!

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
★★★ Stay close to home, if possible. In

fact, you might opt to throw a party at your place.
Go with the excitement of the moment. You might
enjoy organizing something a bit differently.
Whether single or attached, romance flickers.
Tonight: Let it all happen.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
★★★★ You might feel tense and upset

without knowing why. Take a walk. Find a friend
you can have an open heart-to-heart talk with.
Others respond more positively toward the later
part of the day. Follow the fun and friends.
Tonight: At a favorite hangout.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY for Saturday, November 22, 2003:
You often will decide to stand back, especially with your work, and watch what comes down. Your

sixth sense tells you when to get involved. Your career and public image bloom this year. Others admire

your clearness as well as your sense of timing. In October 2004, many of your desires — personal and

professional — come to fruition. You will have many opportunities drop in your lap this year. If you

are single, you will meet someone of significance from September on, not that you won’t have a good

time in the meantime. If you are attached, your relationship will become better in the fall, unless you

choose to involve your sweetie in your work or share more about it. SCORPIO reads you cold.

Space is Going Fast...
Get Signed Up Now!

■ Exercise Classes

■ Nutritional Counseling

■ Stress Management

■ Health & Wellness Education

START THE NEW YEAR OFF RIGHT
Way to Wellness: Back to Basics

Located at the Loews Santa Monica Beach Hotel
310-842-5657 • www.globalfitnesssolutionsonline.com

(M, W & TH: 7:00p.m.-8:30p.m.)

Sign-up deadline is December 15th, 2003. Program starts January 5th, 2004

4 “Supercharged” Weeks of

What’s Up With Your Hair?
Get Highlights & a Haircut for $85.00!

Or a Tint & Haircut for $65.00!
Book now with Teresa or Gilbert. 

Get Your: ■ Hair cut 
■ Color/Tint
■ Highlights/Lowlights
■ Extensions & Perms 

All under one roof.

1419 Abbot Kinney Blvd. in Venice
(310)396-7600 • medusahair.com““MMeedduussaa  GGooeess  OOuutt””

GRAND

OPENIN
G!

“Come and see our NEW look”
NOW OPEN

ADULT
HAIRCUT

Shampoo &
Precision Cut

$995

COLOR
Shampoo & 

Quality Color

$500
OFF

Min. $39 & UpLong Hair Extra

Santa Monica
2461D Santa Monica Blvd.

(Next to Sav-on Drugs)

310-453-5103

Sav-on 
Drugs

M-F: 9am-8pm  Sat: 9am-6pm  Sun: 10am-5pm

Fantastic
Sams 26

th
 S

t.

Santa Monica Blvd.
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In SoCal, the latest SW and NW swells have dropped, but an
increase is on the way. Conditions, however, are for the short term, as
stronger winds and colder weather are heading to the California coast. 

South-facing breaks are doing best with waist-high sets, chest-high
on the better set waves at standouts.

West-facing breaks are running waist-high, bigger in southern SD
into Baja.

Write us at wood@smdp.com and tell us what the surf is doing today
at your local break.

Today the
water Is:

62 º

LOW TIDE HIGH TIDE
Morning Height Evening Height Morning Height Evening Height

SATURDAY 12:57 1.1 2:08 -0.9 7:15 6.7 8:23 4.5

SUNDAY 1:34 1.4 2:55 -1.4 7:51 7.0 9:18 4.4

MONDAY 2:12 1.7 3:44 -1.5 8:30 7.2 10:15 4.1

TUESDAY 2:53 2.1 4.36 -1.5 9:13 7.1 11:17 3.9

WEDNESDAY 3:38 2.4 5:33 -1.2 9:59 6.8 N/A N/A

THURSDAY 4:31 2.8 6:34 -0.8 12:28 3.8 (10:50 6.2)

FRIDAY 5:43 3.1 7:40 -0.4 1:48 3.8 (11:51 5.6)

Sunrise: 6:43 a.m.
Sunset: 4:52 p.m.

UCLA Parkside Medical

2428 SANTA MONICA BLVD., SUITE 303 • SANTA MONICA

got teeth?
visit David Taft, D.D.S.

• 20+ years of experience
• Evening hours + emergency services
• Root Canals, Crowns, Veneers

• UCLA Graduate
• Most insurances accepted
• Cosmetic Dentistry

Dental Exam
+ Cleaning
+ X-Rays

$45
(reg. $149)

FREE
Bleaching

(Includes starter bleach)

with exam, x-rays
and cleaning at

regular price

must mention this ad

310-315-3676

CONSULTING • BOOKKEEPING • PLANNING TAXES

SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA
(310) 395-9922

429 Santa Monica Blvd. Ste. 710
Santa Monica 90401

SMALL BUSINESS
STARTUP?

Let me help you succeed

Turkey
Sandwich  

8 ttaaxx  iinncclluuddeedd

Daily  Specials  come  with  
french  fries  +  drink

The Tastiest Hawaiian Sandwiches

111199  BBrrooaaddwwaayy,,  SSaannttaa  MMoonniiccaa
331100..339944..00110000

OOppeenn
DDaaiillyy  ffrroomm
1111  aa..mm..  ttoo
1100  pp..mm..

Today’s Special: Store Hours:

The Surf Report is sponsored by:

COMMUNITY BRIEFS
Picture perfect: Top photojournalist spells ailing teacher
BY ALICIA ANDERSON
Special to the Daily Press

World-renowned photojournalist Boris Yaro paid a visit to the campus of Santa
Monica College this past Tuesday to give a special guest lecture to Bryan McLellan’s
photojournalism class and members of the SMC newspaper, The Corsair. 

Yaro was the first lecturer to visit McLellan’s photojournalism class after the teacher
was hospitalized last week for Leukemia. McLellan was diagnosed with the disease just
10 days prior to the lecture, officials said. 

“It is saddening that Bryan had to leave so abruptly. He was such a wonderful teacher
and we all miss him,” said Anastasiya Shapovalova, 18, a freshman photojournalism major.

Yaro showed some of his most famous images during the one-hour session, includ-
ing pictures of car crashes and fires, coverage of the Northridge Earthquake and — per-
haps most famously — his images of Robert Kennedy’s assassination. A photographer
for the Los Angeles Times for 40 years, Yaro has worked with everything from black-
and-white to color, from negatives to digital. 

Although he wouldn’t reveal his secrets about how he took many of his famous pho-
tos, Yaro did say that he was able to capture many of his images due to the relationships
he developed over the years with the police department, as well as the pure luck of being
in the right place at the right time.

Yaro said he never received any comment from the Kennedy family about his images
of the last moments of Robert Kennedy’s life, despite their wide publication. 

Seeing Yaro’s photographs appeared to lift the spirits of many of the students in the
class. McLellan, who also heads The Corsair, is a role model to many students.

“Having Boris was such an inspiration to us,” said Jonathan Derby, 21, a junior. “One
day, I aspire to take photographs like that, with that same intensity he has.”

Still with McLellan in mind, many of the students and prospective photojournalists
said they looked to Yaro for the new motivation needed to carry them through the rest
of the semester at SMC.

The best of times for CSU Northridge library
By Daily Press staff

Westside resident Harry Stone has agreed to donate one of the world’s largest col-
lections of Charles Dickens literature to the Oviatt Library at CSU Northridge. 

A Dickens scholar who has authored or edited nine books on Dickens, and contributed
sections to more than a dozen others, the 77-year-old Stone has spent the past 60 years
building his personal Dickens collection. The collection includes books from Dickens’
personal library, drawings and illustrations about Dickens’ work, books on Dickens by
other authors, handwritten letters and photos from throughout the author’s life. The col-
lection also boasts an array of other items relating to Dickens and his many works.

“This Dickens collection is one of the three or four best in the world,” said Stone, a
retired English professor who taught at CSU Northridge from 1960 to 1992. “Cal State
Northridge will have a treasure that I hope will be utilized by the world, and one that
also will add greatly to the prestige of the university.”

University President Jolene Koester praised Stone for his generosity in donating the
vast collection through a bequest in his estate plan. 

“These kinds of gifts are so special because we would never have them without the
extraordinary generosity of our very dedicated faculty members, such as professor
Stone,” Koester said.

Stone began collecting Dickens materials in his late teens and became more active in
the early ’50s, when he was doing research for his doctoral degree in English literature
and his dissertation on Dickens.

Dickens, a 19th century English author who wrote such classics as “David
Copperfield,” “Oliver Twist” and “A Tale of Two Cities,” is considered by many liter-
ary critics to be one of the greatest English-language novelists of all time.

A sampling of the “Harry Stone Dickens Collection” is currently on display at the
Oviatt Library. 

Do you have Do you have 
community news?community news?

... Submit news... Submit news
rreleaseseleases
Email to:Email to:

sack@smdp.com sack@smdp.com 
or fax 310.576.9913or fax 310.576.9913

Santa Monica Daily Press
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Opinions expressed are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a
space-available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to sack@smdp.com. All letters must include the author’s
name and telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite 202, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest editori-
als are subject to editing for space and content.

LETTERS
Mourning the loss of a ‘best friend’
Editor:

I am writing regarding the article on the front page of your paper about the death
of Bobby Ray Capps (SMDP, Nov. 19, page 1).  I knew his brother, Albert Williams.
I had also met Bob about three years ago. In 2000, I worked at Tower Records on
Santa Monica Boulevard right by the Promenade and Albert (who had told me his
name was David) used to sit in front of the store with a little cardboard sign request-
ing help in the form of money or food. He was always there, sitting quietly, never
bothering anyone around him. A few weeks after I met him he modified his sign to
include the words “or just a smile” to his requests.

After working at Tower for a while, and spending many a break outside right next
to David, we started talking. I don’t know how it started or who spoke first, but I
found him to be so kind. We introduced ourselves and chatted about our days. When
I would go to La Salsa to get lunch, I would bring him a burrito, too. He stopped me
one day and asked, “How much do those burritos cost you at La Salsa?” I said
“Around $6.” He said, “You know, $6 can buy a lot of bread and bologna...” I real-
ized how inconsiderate I was being. I spent on my lunch what could feed him and Bob
for a few days. I stopped buying him burritos and started just funding his groceries as
much as I could. He never asked me for anything — not once. I wanted to make him
and his brother as comfortable as I could. I was 25 years old and made $7.25 an hour
at Tower Records as a supervisor, but, unlike David, I had a free place to stay that my
mother luckily was providing. That is all that kept me from the lifestyle he had forced
upon himself. A lot of my fellow employees were in the same boat as David and Bob.

The article you wrote said that “It’s unclear how or why they became homeless.” I
know how and why. David told me one day after we had been friends for some time.
I finally asked. He told me that he and his brother had had a painting business. They
had a truck full of their supplies — it was their whole business. And it wasn’t insured.
One day, they got up to go to work and the truck was gone. Someone stole it — that
which made up their entire business. Everything they had was in that truck, including
that month’s rent. It was all gone. Unlike a lot of us, they didn’t have someone who
would put them up until they got back on their feet. They did what a lot of people are
forced to do and they went to live on the streets. Where else do you go when you have
no one to fall back on? They didn’t have anyone. That isn’t true. They had each other.

David and Bob lived together in a camp on the side of the 10 Freeway. Every once
in a while, David told me, Caltrans workers would force them out or tear up their
camp, but they always went back. They always set up again. They panhandled around
the Promenade for money to buy food and supplies. David saved enough every year
so that they could spend Christmas in a motel. He would check in and shower and just
lay there and watch television the whole time. He looked so happy when he told me
that was where he’d be for Christmas. I couldn’t help but laugh and smile right back
at him.

David had his backpack stolen once by some terrible evil man who was handing
out leaflets or something along the street. The man denied it, of course, but he had
David’s backpack and we both knew it. David got it back, but it was empty — with-
out his pictures he had been carrying around for so long. Those couldn’t be replaced.
Ever. He also now had no reading glasses — they were also thrown away by the man
that stole his backpack. How can people just discard the things of a man who has noth-
ing else? I hope that man that stole David’s pack gets a swift boot in the butt from

karma. I still feel so helpless at not being able to do anything for him when that hap-
pened. How can I not?

About six months after I met David and Bob, I got a new job. I stopped my daily
walks from my mom’s at Sixth Street and Santa Monica Boulevard down to the
Promenade. I didn’t see David anymore. In fact, I haven’t seen him since. When I told
him, he was so excited that I had gotten a better job, but still made me promise to
come by and see him once in a while. I never saw him again. I saw him once out the
window of the car I was riding in, but that was it. Our paths just never crossed any-
more. I should have made them. I always wondered about them and hoped they were
doing all right. I really hoped that they had gotten back on their feet and managed to
get a place to live and be safe.

Hearing the news that Bob had died broke my heart. I am so worried about
David/Albert. I am sitting here crying at my desk, having recently lost my best friend,
but knowing that my sister is right there if I need her. David doesn’t have that any-
more and that must be killing him. He is one of the kindest people I have ever encoun-
tered in my life and I just want him to know that. I think of him often and I want to
help him through this as much as I can.

Neely Bogad
San Francisco

Recently, I was invited to a creative
writing class at my kids’ old high school. I
accepted the invitation because it’s always
fun to see what young writers are up to
and, well, like most writers, I’ll do any-
thing to avoid writing. A few hours before
the class, I got the feelings that I often get
before I go into a school — nausea and the
fear that I’m about to get into trouble. 

When I walk into a school, all the old
feelings come back — some teacher is
going to get mad at me, the principal is
going to make me take a note home, and
somebody is going to want me to eat
something I don’t want to eat.

I’m not alone in having lasting feelings
from school days. Often people talk about
dreams they still have about being unpre-

pared for a big test. Others say that being
picked on, or not chosen for a team, or
having to shower with other kids are still
traumatic memories for them.

So it’s no wonder that adults some-
times act like they’re still in school. They
still don’t want to get in trouble with
authority figures, they still get nervous
that they didn’t do their homework per-
fectly, and they still worry that somebody
is making fun of them. A pattern of behav-
ior was established while we were in
school, and we remember our old feelings
better than our multiplication tables.

My worst memories are about teachers
getting mad at me. I was often guilty of
the serious crime of talking out of turn.  I
was considered “disruptive,” a wiseguy
who couldn’t keep his mouth shut. They
wouldn’t use those words to describe me
if I were a kid today. I’d be thought of as
someone with “special challenges.”
They’d probably say I had something like
AKD — Annoying Kid Disorder.

The way such kids are dealt with today
is probably an improvement over the
“good” old days. Schools are more nurtur-

ing, and while we might feel that this is
excessive at times, maybe today’s kids
won’t become adults who still feel a little
uncomfortable around small desks and
foreboding principals.

The answer for the rest of us is to face
our feelings rather than avoid them. I’m
doing this myself. I volunteer at an ele-
mentary school once a week (I told you
I’ll do anything to avoid writing), and I
honestly believe that I’m starting to con-
quer my school-a-phobia. Each week, I’m
a little apprehensive when I walk into the
office to sign in. And I admit that some-
times when the principal greets me with a
smile, I assume he’s making a mental note
to call my mother to say I could dress a lit-
tle nicer when I visit his school. But by
the end of my time there, I feel strong. I
stride into that office to sign out, no
longer cowed by the smell of disinfectant
or the sight of rarely touched, perfectly
ordered library books.

It’s time for all of us to rid ourselves of
the silly, irrational feelings that we still
harbor from our school days. We are
adults. It shouldn’t matter anymore if we

got to eat lunch with the cool kids. We
have the power to make ourselves see that
a school is just a building, not a place that
can magically reduce us to quivering chil-
dren. We should make our decisions based
on what we think is best, not on some
deep-rooted desire to avoid getting in
trouble. Nobody is going to give us a sur-
prise quiz or extra homework if we’re
bad. School is out for us!

I think we’ll all find this new attitude
liberating. I know I do. I’m wholeheartedly
looking forward to my next volunteer day at
school. In fact, I might get there a little early
so I can spend even more time there.  

Also, that way, they won’t mark me
down as tardy.

(Lloyd Garver has written for many tel-
evision shows, ranging from “Sesame
Street” to “Family Ties” to “Frasier.”  He
has also read many books, some of them in
hardcover.  He writes the “Modern Times”
column for CBSnews.com’s Opinion page
and can be reached at smdp@lloydgarver-
moderntimes.com)

MODERN
TIMES

By Lloyd Garver

Today’s lesson: Confronting schoolyard fears is liberating



entirely paid for by the oil companies.
City Hall’s lawsuit was levied against

18 oil companies and manufacturers in
2000. City Hall has reached separate set-
tlement agreements with other companies
and the money will be used to cover out-
of-pocket costs, and other city needs like
continued water quality improvements
and water security.

Since levying the suit in 2000, City
Hall has negotiated more than $18 million
in separate settlements. The City Council
accepted $4.5 million from oil giant
Ultramar Ltd., while Atlantic Richfield
Co. paid City Hall $9.75 million. Conoco
Phillips paid $6 million and Conoco Inc.
settled for more than $4.5 million.

Litigation is still ongoing with
Lyondell Chemical, which has refused to
settle.

Dozens of cities throughout the coun-
try are currently battling with oil compa-
nies because of MTBE contamination.
Before Santa Monica’s settlement, the
largest payout by oil companies relating to
MTBE was in Lake Tahoe for $69 mil-
lion, said Joe Lawerence, City Hall’s
assistant city attorney who led the lawsuit
against the companies.

“It was always joked about that we were
the posterchild for MTBE,” he said. “This
is by far and away the biggest settlement.”

Lawrence said $30 million will go into
an interest bearing escrow account, and
money will be withdrawn as it’s needed
for the construction and operation of the
treatment facility. 

City Councilman Kevin McKeown
said all of the money will be dedicated to
water cleanup and protecting Santa
Monica’s precious resource.

“This is not a windfall, it’s a waterfall,”
he said. “To me what’s really important is
not getting the money, but getting our
water back.”

Other cities will look to Santa

Monica’s new treatment facility once it’s
built to determine how to clean up their
own water supplies. 

“I think we will use this as a model for
other communities to get their water
where it needs to be,” said Wayne Nastri,
the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency’s regional administrator in the
Pacific Southwest

While he’s still unsure as to what tech-
nology will be used, Craig Perkins, City
Hall’s director of environmental and pub-
lic works, said his department will imme-
diately begin designing the facility.

“Finally, we will see the light at the end
of the MTBE tunnel,” he said.

An Orange County Superior Court
judge is expected to finalize the settlement
by approving the agreement on Dec. 19.

Because of its frequent monitoring, the
city in 1996 was able to detect the con-
tamination and cut off the water supply
before it reached residents. Since the dis-
covery of MTBE in the wells, the oil com-
panies have been purchasing imported
water to supply about half of the 12-plus
million gallons of water used by Santa
Monica residents and businesses every
day. It has cost oil companies about $3
million each year to buy the water from
the Metropolitan Water District, which
imports the water from an aqueduct locat-
ed north of Sacramento.

Officials said having an independent
water supply is key to the city’s economic
future, while at the same time reducing
dependence on importing water from

northern California. City officials said
depending on the oil companies to pay
indefinitely for imported water is like hav-
ing someone burn down your home and
then offer to put you up in a motel for the
rest of your life — you have a roof over
your head, but you don’t have your quali-
ty of life or the security you once had.

It’s expected that Santa Monicans will
be able to drink their own water again in
10 years. However, once the treatment
plant is operating, residents will be able to
drink that water in about five years.

MTBE was designed as a gasoline

additive to boost fuel performance and
reduce emissions. It has been used in
California since 1986 and is a colorless
chemical compound, which smells like
turpentine at very low levels and is a sus-
pected carcinogen.

Beginning on Jan. 1, it will be illegal to
use MTBE in gasoline throughout
California. However, most oil companies
stopped using MTBE last year, said Rod
Spackman, ChevronTexaco’s manager of
public and government affairs.

The settlement was reached with the
help of four outside attorneys hired by
City Hall, two mediators and state and
federal agencies, including the EPA and
the Los Angeles Regional Water Quality
Control Water Board.

“Although there were days when I’m
sure some people questioned whether or not
we would ultimately arrive at this point, I
am happy to say, in the end, it has been a
productive journey,” Spackman said.
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won’t become pregnant. 
“We don’t really know how it works,

just that if you’re already pregnant it does-
n’t work,” said Bob Holbrook, a Santa
Monica City Councilman and pharmacist.
“It’s not a pro- or anti-abortion” issue.

Emergency contraceptives are a “sec-
ond-chance birth control” that won’t
interfere with an established pregnancy,
Boggess said. They are birth control pills
taken at special doses. Nausea and vomit-
ing are the most common side effects. 

For emergency contraceptives to work,
they must be taken within 72 hours of
unprotected sex — but preferably within 24
hours. Scheduling a visit to the doctor can
prove difficult within such tight time con-
straints, so pharmacists have stepped in.

While pharmacists cannot prescribe
emergency contraceptives, physicians
allow pharmacists to initiate the therapy
to patients. For a California pharmacist to
furnish the pills, he must attend a mini-
mum four-hour training session and
arrange with a doctor a signed protocol
detailing how and when to supply the pills
to patients, Boggess said. 

But that’s about to change.
New legislation, effective Jan. 1, will

simplify pharmacist participation by
reducing training requirements to a mini-
mum of one hour, and a state-approved
protocol will be available online for phar-
macists to download and doctors to sign. 

“I personally, myself, won’t teach any
one-hour courses,” said Kathleen Bes-
inque, a Santa Monica pharmacist and
associate professor at USC, who has
trained thousands of pharmacists to fur-
nish the pills. 

Besinque points out that it’s difficult to
cover all of the information needed in just
one hour, but some pharmacists with more
background in contraceptives will be bet-
ter served by shorter sessions. The class-
es, heavily subsidized by foundations to
encourage attendance, cost pharmacists
$45 to attend. The training also counts
toward the required continuing education
pharmacists need to renew their licenses. 

Most of those who support patient
access to the morning-after pill said
patients should use pharmacy resources.

“Be glad you have this. When I was
(younger), we didn’t have” emergency
contraceptives, said Lieberoff, adding that
when he was young and a condom broke,
he just had to wait ... and sweat it out.

CONTRACEPTIVE, from page 1

Oops: Pharmacist at ready
for couples who were not 

MTBE, from page 1

Record settlement marks light at end of tunnel
“It was always joked about that we were the 

posterchild for MTBE. This is by far and away the
biggest settlement.”

— JOE LAWERENCE
City Hall’s assistant city attorney
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Embattled singer’s ‘cold man’ has Jackson in crosshairs
By The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — The bad blood between Michael Jackson and the prosecu-
tor who filed child molestation charges against him goes back more than a decade. 

It even spawned a song in which the pop star calls Santa Barbara County District
Attorney Tom Sneddon a “cold man.” 

Ten years ago, Sneddon tried to build a child-molestation case against Jackson.
But it fell apart when the singer’s accuser reportedly accepted a multimillion-dollar
civil settlement and refused to testify in any criminal case. 

Sneddon “believed Jackson to be guilty of the first offense, and given Tom’s per-
sonality, he would not let go of that,” retired Superior Court Judge James Slater,
who handled portions of the 1993 case, said this week. “He would certainly be
thinking back on the last time when Mr. Jackson walked away from the judge.” 

On Wednesday, Sneddon said a new law that allows prosecutors to halt civil suits
during related criminal cases should prevent a replay of the 1993 scenario. “I think
there’s a sense in the public that he did” buy his way out of that investigation, the
district attorney said. 

Some observers said Sneddon, a former boxer at Notre Dame who earned the
nickname “Mad Dog” for his tenacious courtroom demeanor, had waited a long time
for another shot at Jackson. 

Sneddon, however, rejected suggestions that he had a vendetta against Jackson or
timed the arrest to coincide with the release of Jackson’s latest album, a greatest-hits
collection. 

The spin begins as Spector is charged with murder
By The Associated Press

ALHAMBRA — Record producer Phil Spector was charged this week with mur-
dering an actress who was shot in his hilltop mansion early this year. 

Spector, the 1960s recording-studio wizard who created the “Wall of Sound” and
worked with such stars as the Beatles, The Ronettes and Ike and Tina Turner, plead-
ed innocent at a quick arraignment. 

Spector acknowledged the charge and waived his right to a speedy trial. The
judge set a Jan. 23 hearing to choose a date for the preliminary hearing to examine
the evidence. 

Spector, his hair falling to his shoulders in curls, wore a long black frock coat and
platform shoes with 3-inch heels. He refused comment outside court. 

Defense attorney Robert Shapiro refused to talk about the case at the courthouse
but issued a statement declaring that Spector will be exonerated. 

“We have assembled a team of scientific experts which is among the most respect-
ed and prestigious in the world,” Shapiro said. “Based on this team’s findings of this
horrible human event, any jury will conclude that Phil Spector is not guilty.” 

Lawmakers look to Schwarzenegger for guidance
By The Associated Press

SACRAMENTO — Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger must quickly give state law-
makers more direction if he expects them to act within two weeks on his plan to
resolve the state’s budget imbalance, frustrated legislators said this week. 

“We need detailed information, and we haven’t gotten that yet from the adminis-
tration,” said Sen. Wesley Chesbro, D-Arcata, chairman of the Senate Budget and
Fiscal Review Committee. 

But Michael Genest, Schwarzenegger’s chief deputy finance director, didn’t have
that information Thursday, leading lawmakers of both parties to complain about that
and the new administration’s emphasis on borrowing money, not cutting spending,
to fix the state’s budget problems. 

As part of his plan to restructure the state’s finances, Schwarzenegger wants law-
makers to put a $15 billion bond deal on the March ballot. Those bonds would
replace about $13 billion worth of bonds approved this summer — now the subject
of court challenges — and make up some of the $4.2 billion lost when
Schwarzenegger repealed the increase in the car tax Monday. 

Accompanying the bonds on the March ballot would be a second measure to
impose spending limits to keep the state from lurching from huge surpluses to crip-
pling deficits.
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BY JIM WASSERMAN 
Associated Press Writer 

SACRAMENTO — Activists trying
to slow suburban sprawl in California see
reason for hope in Gov. Arnold Schwar-
zenegger — even if the guy does drive a
Hummer and received $2.5 million in
campaign contributions from real estate
interests. 

The Republican has been taking advice
from a Los Angeles environmental group
and has embraced many ideas of the
“smart growth” movement, which favors
mass transit, rebuilding cities and slowing
development of farmland. 

His Web site has pledged wholesale
restoration of declining urban areas, criti-
cized “fiscally unsustainable sprawl” and
promised new incentives to clean up
blighted or contaminated industrial sites
and build homes on them. 

The action hero-turned-governor has also
named the chief of the group Environment
Now, Santa Monican Terry Tamminen, to
run California’s Environmental Protection
Agency. And he appointed a prominent
Democratic critic of “dumb growth,” Sunne
Wright McPeak, as his secretary of business,
housing and transportation. 

Julie Spezia, director of the California
Futures Network, which advocates smart
growth, said she “was really encouraged”
by Schwarzenegger’s plans, because
“those are all things we really care about.” 

This state of 36 million people swells
with 600,000 newcomers yearly, mostly
from births, but is widely known national-
ly as a laggard in growth management. The
state has not approved a statewide growth
plan in 25 years, and millions of California
motorists endure marathon commutes
between the suburbs and their jobs. 

Some activists believe Schwarzeneg-
ger could follow in footsteps of other
Republican governors in growth manage-

ment, including New Jersey’s Tom Kean,
Utah’s Mike Leavitt and Massachusetts’
Mitt Romney. 

That could put him in a delicate spot
with powerful development companies
that contributed generously to his cam-
paign to recall Gov. Gray Davis. Five of
Schwarzenegger’s eight biggest contribu-
tions came from national builders, includ-
ing $344,000 from A.G. Spanos Cos. and
$192,000 from William Lyon Homes. 

Despite some policy differences, how-
ever, many builders are optimistic about
the new governor, who is an active real
estate investor himself. 

“The philosophy of Arnold
Schwarzenegger is likely to be compati-
ble with homebuilders in terms of getting
hostile policies out of the way,” said Tim
Coyle, vice president of governmental
affairs for the California Building
Industry Association, a lobbyist group. 

Schwarzenegger spokeswoman Karen
Hanretty also offered assurances that
“more regulation is not the answer to poor
land-use planning.” Instead, she said, “We
need to invest in existing urban areas and
remove current barriers to smart growth.” 

In another encouraging sign to the
building industry, Schwarzenegger has
come out against “urban growth bound-
aries” such as those established in Oregon
and 32 California cities. An urban growth
boundary is an imaginary fence around a
community beyond which there can be no
more development. 

California Building Industry Associa-
tion officials said Schwarzenegger can get
more growth in existing cities by limiting
builders’ legal liability for building on
blighted industrial sites and relaxing envi-
ronmental laws often used by project
opponents to stall builders into giving up. 

“It’s become a way to stop things and
that’s a miscarriage of the law,” Coyle said. 

BY TERENCE CHEA
Associated Press Writer 

SAN FRANCISCO — California’s
groundfish fisheries were scheduled to
close Friday but will remain open at least
into December after a judge ruled state
regulators didn’t provide enough notice
about the closure. 

A San Luis Obispo County judge ruled
this week that fishing of bottom-dwelling
species would be permitted until further
notice, the state Department of Fish and
Game said. 

Recreational fishermen can continue to
harvest nearshore rockfish, shelf rockfish,
California scorpionfish also known as
sculpin and lingcod, in state waters,
which extend three miles off the coast. 

Earlier this month, the department said
it would shut down the fisheries for the
rest of the year after the Pacific Fishery
Management Council voted to close
nearshore waters in California, Oregon
and Washington to bottom-fishing. 

The federal council, which sets limits
on West Coast fishing, made the decision
after new assessments showed that har-
vest limits for two depleted species —
lingcod and canary rockfish — had been

reached. 
To conform with the council’s deci-

sion, state fish and game officials moved
to close California groundfish fisheries
starting Friday. 

But on Thursday, the judge ruled that
those fisheries can’t close yet because the
state only provided nine days notice —
not the required 10 days. 

The state is refiling papers to close the
fisheries, but they will remain open at
least until Dec. 8, said fish and game
spokesman Chamois Anderson. 

“Recreational fisherman can go fishing
in state waters this weekend and will be
able to fish through the remainder of
November,’’ Anderson said. “Party boat
operators are canceling their trips. We’re
saying, ‘Don’t cancel your trips.’’’

Federal restrictions on nearshore fish-
eries are scheduled to begin Friday, but
they won’t be official until the new regu-
lations are published in the Federal
Register, Anderson said. 

In 2001, 11,400 metric tons of ground-
fish, generating $16.7 million in sales,
were caught off the California coast.
About 1,600 commercial vessels catch
and sell groundfish in the state, according
to Department of Fish and Game figures.

Fishing for bottom-feeders
allowed until month’s end

Schwarzenegger pumped
about terminating sprawl
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BY JENNIFER COLEMAN 
Associated Press Writer 

SACRAMENTO — Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger’s order to halt all pend-
ing regulations will delay proposed rules
on power plants, air quality and water
conserving appliances, state officials said. 

The governor’s second executive
order, issued Monday, gave state agen-
cies, boards, commissions and depart-
ments a week to inventory all pending
regulations. The proposed rules will be
stalled for up to six months while the new
administration reviews them for their
effect on businesses. 

About 85 regulations will be stalled,
although Schwarzenegger’s aides said
they didn’t know which would be frozen.
In some cases, the freezes could conflict
with Schwarzenegger’s campaign pledges
to preserve California’s environment, as
they stop regulations created by laws aim-
ing to improving air quality and reducing
the state’s use of water. 

Among the regulations that state
departments said would be stopped: 

■ Recent changes that relaxed the
zero-emission vehicle regulations that car
manufacturers sought because they said
the original rule was too expensive. 

■ Rules about importing transgenic
tropical fish to California pet stores and
home aquariums. The Fish and Game
Commission was set to consider an exemp-
tion to the state’s ban on genetically altered
fish next month, but that would mean
amending state regulations that restrict
ownership only to research facilities. 

■ Proposed rules that would allow
industrial businesses to go off the grid and
build their own power supplies. 

The order also slow air quality regula-
tions for some diesel engines, allowing
higher levels of pollution, said Shannon
Eddy, an air quality representative for
Sierra Club California. “I don’t think any-
one would agree that we should put these
public health regulations on hold.” 

Energy Commission spokeswoman
Claudia Chandler said her office pulled
back proposed water efficiency standards
for residential washing machines that will
eventually save up to 6,000 gallons of
water each year per washing machine,
Chandler said. 

After state agencies review the regula-
tions, they’ll be prioritized “to ensure that
no federal funding is imperiled,” said
Margita Thompson, the governor’s press
secretary. The administration will also put
public safety regulations at the top of the
list for review, she said. 

The California Chamber of Commerce
applauded the governor’s order, saying it
would allow the state to balance economic
interests with protection of the environment. 

The state is required to consider a pro-
posed regulation’s economic affect, but
that has been largely ignored in recent
years, said Fred Main, the chamber’s sen-
ior vice president. 

In particular, he said, when rules on
ergonomics were being crafted, “it was very
difficult to get the concerns of the business
community before the department.” 

Schwarzenegger also ordered a review
of the last five years’ worth of regula-

tions, which spokesman Vince Sollitto
said was vital to the governor’s agenda of
improving the economic and business cli-
mate in California. 

“The review is to assess the impact on
a variety of factors, including the eco-
nomic climate, the ability to foster jobs
and economic growth,” he said, but not
that the administration will reopen regula-
tions already on the books. 

If that happened, however, the
California Healthcare Association would-
n’t mind. 

The trade group for California hospi-
tals fought the recently approved nurse-
to-patient staffing ratios, which were
approved by the Legislature and signed
by then-Gov. Gray Davis in 1999. 

The association also took issue with the
final regulations, which are set to take effect
Jan. 1. The state Department of Health
Services estimated the new ratios will cost
hospitals $422 million next year, and the
costs will rise to $956 million in 2008, when
all of the ratios have been put in place. 

“We have had concerns about the
night-shift requirements, and the fact that
the regulations require continuous com-
pliance — every minute,” said Jan
Emerson, vice president of external
affairs for the association. 

That will require hospitals to have
enough staff to allow nurses to take
breaks, she said. If they don’t have
enough nurses, they may have to close
some wards. 

The association isn’t seeking a whole-
sale rewriting of the rules, Emerson said,
but would like to see rules that are “rea-
sonable, yet avoid a wholesale shutdown”
of patient care if hospitals can’t find
enough nurses. 

The Schwarzenegger administration
“has asked for input about what our con-
cerns are, as they did from other stake-
holders, I’m sure,” Emerson said. 

The California Nurses Association, the
union representing about 55,000 regis-
tered nurses, wasn’t asked for input, said
spokesman Chuck Idelson, but the union
sent the new governor a letter urging him
to keep the regulations as they are. 

In the four years since the bill was
signed, the Department of Health Services
held public hearings, took written testi-
mony and conducted its own study to
craft the regulations, Idelson said. 

The hospitals have “had a full public
airing of these issues,” he said. “We don’t
think it’s necessary or appropriate for
there to be additional changes.” 

Arnold’s order to halt
regulations may take 
a toll on environment

“We have had concerns
about the night-shift

requirements, and the fact
that the regulations require
continuous compliance —

every minute.”

— JAN EMERSON
Vice president,

External affairs for the association
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BY WILLIAM MCCALL
AP Business Writer 

PORTLAND, Ore. — The chief of the
Bonneville Power adminstration says the
West and Canada need to move quickly to
expand electric generating and transmis-
sion capacity in order to sustain economic
growth and prevent another crisis like the
one that short-circuited the region in 2001. 

Steve Wright told a conference of
regional energy and utility industry lead-
ers that the 2001 crisis was triggered by
record drought that reduced hydroelectric
capacity, failed utility deregulation in
California, and illegal market manipula-
tion by Enron Corp. 

“But I believe if you did an analysis of
the root cause, I think you’d find the fun-
damental problem was a lack of invest-
ment in energy infrastructure,’’ Wright
told the Pacific Northwest-Western
Canada Energy Forum on Friday. 

Wright noted that Bonneville operates
75 percent of the high-voltage tranmis-
sion lines in the Pacific Northwest but
there has been very little expansion of the
system in the past 15 years. 

Since he took over the Portland-based
federal power marketing agency in the
middle of the energy crisis, he said
Bonneville has doubled its investment in
the transmission system. 

The Pacific Northwest energy system
is a linchpin in the Western grid that
stretches across 11 states, but it depends
on hydropower for 60 percent of its

capacity, compared to an average of about
15 percent for other regions. 

The distinction, Wright said, is a key
issue in the effort to build regional transmis-
sion organizations under a mandate by the
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission,
which has asked the utility industry to devel-
op a better system of sharing power and pre-
venting breakdowns like the one that caused
the massive Northeast blackout last August. 

Generating plants in the East and South
can compete more easily on prices and run
on coal, natural gas or nuclear power that
allows a steady flow of electricity which
can be adjusted to respond to local demand. 

But Bonneville has to deal with unpre-
dictable weather and seasonal fluctuations
in the water supply to maintain a steady
flow of electricity from the system of
dams along the Columbia and Snake
rivers, Wright said. 

If demand increases, it is not always
possible to generate more power through
the hydroelectric system. 

“The Northwest is different from the
rest of the country,’’ Wright said. “A sys-
tem of competition between plants does-
n’t work as well for us.’’

Yakout Mansour, vice president of the
British Columbia Transmission Corp.,
warned the Northwest remains vulnerable
to a blackout like the one that crippled cities
from New York to Detroit last summer. 

Like Wright, he urged increased gener-
ation and transmission development or
the energy supply will fail to keep up with
expected growth.

BY SCOTT SONNER 
Associated Press Writer 

RENO, Nev. — The hardrock mining
industry is cheering a federal court ruling
that upheld most of the Bush administra-
tion’s mining regulations on public lands,
but environmentalists say it also gives them
a new tool to challenge operations that gen-
erate toxic waste and other pollution. 

Assistant Interior Secretary Rebecca
Watson said the conservationists are try-
ing to find a silver lining in a significant
legal setback. 

“As a lawyer, I admire their attempt to
put a spin on the law, but they lost. They
challenged the Bush administration’s ...
rule-making and the court upheld the rule-
making,” the assistant secretary for land
and minerals management told The
Associated Press. 

The conservationists admit they lost
key battles in the complicated ruling
issued Tuesday by U.S. District Judge
Henry H. Kennedy Jr. in Washington,
D.C., including their bid to overturn the
rules altogether. 

But they said the opinion makes it clear
the Interior Department wrongly interpret-
ed the 1872 Mining Law and Federal Land
Policy and Management Act in concluding
the agency has no authority to deny mining
permits if resulting environmental degra-
dation is “necessary” to the operation. 

At issue is the act’s mandate that the
interior secretary “take any action neces-
sary to prevent unnecessary or undue
degradation of the (public) lands.” 

William Myers III, interior’s solicitor
general, said in an opinion before the new

regulations were issued in 2001 that
“unnecessary” and “undue” were not two
distinct categories, rather that any prohib-
ited activity would have to be both unnec-
essary and undue. 

Kennedy’s ruling said Myers was
wrong. The judge agreed with conserva-
tionists’ claims that Congress intended to
prevent unnecessary degradation as well
as undue degradation. 

The land management act “vests the sec-
retary of the interior with the authority —
and indeed the obligation — to disapprove
of an otherwise permissible mining opera-
tion because the operation, though neces-
sary for mining, would unduly harm or
degrade the public land,” Kennedy wrote. 

The judge went on to say it was clear
that in many cases the mining regulations
“prioritize the interests of miners ... over
the interests of persons ... who seek to
conserve and protect the public lands.” 

But he stopped short of striking them
down, saying there was not enough evi-
dence to prove they were implemented
unreasonably or that Interior Secretary
Gale Norton had acted “arbitrarily or
capriciously” in writing them. 

Leaders of the Mineral Policy Center,
Western Mining Action Project,
Guardians for the Rural Environment in
Arizona and Great Basin Mine Watch in
Nevada insist the ruling is one of the most
significant in decades. 

“We lost the procedural battle, but we may
have won the greater legal war,” said Stephen
D’Esposito of the Mineral Policy Center in
Washington. “This ruling sends a strong mes-
sage that mines that threaten community
health and clean water can be rejected.”

Power chief warns Canada,
West of dark days to come

Conservationists still hopeful,
despite contrary mining law
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JOHN HEILPRIN 
Associated Press Writer 

WASHINGTON — The Bush admin-
istration intends to open 8.8 million acres
of Alaska's North Slope to oil and gas
development, including areas considered
environmentally sensitive. 

The Interior Department was to
announce the oil and gas leasing plan this
week, just as the Senate was taking a crit-
ical vote on a massive energy bill
endorsed by President Bush but denying
him his top energy priority, opening an
Alaskan wildlife refuge to drilling. 

None of the 8.8 million acres are in the
wildlife refuge, but they do include some
sensitive areas in Alaska that are impor-
tant for the protection of migratory birds,
whales and wildlife. 

Geologists believe the 22.5 million
acres in the government's National
Petroleum Reserve-Alaska may contain 6
billion to 13 billion barrels of oil. But it is
widely scattered and costlier to develop
than in the wildlife refuge. 

Henri Bisson, the Alaska director for
the Interior Department's Bureau of Land
Management, said the leasing plan would
“maximize the production of oil and gas
resources in an environmentally safe
manner while protecting the important
biological, subsistence and cultural values
also found in this area.” 

Bisson, in a statement obtained
Thursday by The Associated Press, said
he expects BLM to hold a lease sale for
selected tracts next June. The Clinton
administration had opened much of the
eastern section of the reserve to oil and
gas exploration in 1998, but under tight
restrictions with some areas fenced off. 

Environmentalists said the plan, based
on a proposal in January, would jeopard-
ize Arctic tundra, lakes and ponds that
provide sanctuary for wildlife and migra-
tory birds but were set aside in the 1920s

for potential energy development. 
Charles Clusen, director of the Alaska

lands project for the Natural Resources
Defense Council, an environmental
group, said the leasing plan rewards
friends of the Bush administration in the
oil and gas industry. 

“Instead of being a wilderness area,”
he said Thursday, “it will be an industrial
zone subdivided by roads, pipelines, asso-
ciated facilities, drill pads, maintenance
facilities, etc., etc.” 

The Interior Department described its
action as a compromise that will offer
large areas for drilling, while cordoning
off some sensitive lands because of envi-
ronmental concerns. 

The land is west of Prudhoe Bay, long-
used oil fields on Alaska's North Slope,
and also west of the Arctic National
Wildlife Refuge's 1.5 million-acre coastal
plain that Bush and Republicans in
Congress fought unsuccessfully to open.
The coastal plan is believed to contain 3.2
billion to 11.5 billion barrels of oil. 

Under the leasing plan, BLM would: 
■ Defer leasing on about 1.5 million

acres of the reserve for the next 10 years to
see if it needs more environmental studies. 

■ Protect from development another
1.5 million acres along the coast and in
deep-water lakes and key rivers. 

■ Recommend creating a 102,000-acre
Kasegaluk Lagoon Special Area, a partic-
ularly sensitive area in the far western part
of the reserve, that would be fenced off
from leasing. It is known as home of bel-
uga whales, spotted seals and the black
brandt, a migratory wild goose. 

■ Designate special study areas for the
black brandt and caribou. 

■ Conduct habitat studies for eiders, a
bird whose existence is imperiled, and
yellow-billed loons. 

■ Set restrictions to minimize loss of
foraging habitat for raptors around the
Colville River Special Area.

8.8 million acres in Alaska
earmarked for oil drilling

BY MATTHEW DALY
Associated Press Writer 

WASHINGTON — Congress ap-
proved legislation Friday that lawmakers
said would reduce the risk of wildfires in
national forests by speeding removal of
overgrown brush and diseased trees, espe-
cially near homes and towns. 

The Senate passed the bill by a voice
vote less than an hour after the House
approved it 286-140. The rapid-fire votes
came after a three-year impasse on wild-
fire legislation. 

The final bill, which now goes to
President Bush for his signature, resem-
bles the president’s “Healthy Forests
Initiative” that would streamline approval
of projects to thin overgrown forests. 

The measure would limit appeals and
environmental reviews so that forest-thin-
ning can be completed within months
rather than years. The combination of dry
underbrush and legal opposition had
turned some Western forests into tinder-
boxes, supporters of the bill said. 

Pombo, chairman of the House
Resources Committee, said the bill will be
seen as a significant turning point, “when
scientific management began to regain
dominance over benign neglect, and when
communities began to regain influence

over the federal lands surrounding them.” 
Wildfires in California burned nearly

750,000 acres this fall, causing 22 deaths
and destroying more than 3,600 homes.
They also softened opposition to the bill,
and Democrats accused Bush and other
Republicans of using the wildfires as an
excuse to open up remote forests to logging. 

Some Democrats argued in the House
debate that the bill was a giveaway to the
timber industry because it limits public
participation and leaves old-growth trees
and remote, roadless areas of forests at
risk of logging. 

Rep. Greg Walden, R-Ore., who co-
sponsored the original bill, said the final
product would create jobs, improve forest
health and protect communities. 

Rep. Peter DeFazio, D-Ore., said the
bill, if properly implemented, “will begin
to undo 100 years of mismanagement of
national forests.” 

The measure would authorize $760
million a year for thinning projects on 20
million acres of federal land — a $340
million increase. At least half of all
money spent on those projects must be
near homes and communities. 

The bill also creates a major change in
the way that federal courts consider legal
challenges of tree-cutting projects. 

Wildfire legislation approved
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BY ERIN GARTNER 
Associated Press Writer 

WOODLAND PARK, Colo. —Tucked into thick for-
est at the base of Pikes Peak, the small cemetery is almost
indistinguishable from the mountain terrain. 

Beneath towering pine trees, cremated remains are
worked into the ground and marked by a flat brick with a
bronze plate inscribed with a name, dates and sometimes
a short phrase. Some are decorated with pine cones,
native stones and branches. Aside from a small gathering
area with 10 log benches and a stone podium, the two-
acre site is natural. 

“It’s peaceful, it’s serene. I think it’s a good alternative
for people who don’t want the traditional cemetery,” said
Joleen Schneider, whose first husband is buried in the
park. “My husband didn’t want it to be a sad thing, he
wanted it to be positive. 

“And that’s how we look at the garden. It really fit into
how we lived. We kind of homesteaded our 40 acres up here,
so it’s a back-to-nature kind of thing. It’s really perfect.” 

Mountain Wilderness Memorial Park is among a
handful of “green” cemeteries devoted to environment-
friendly burials. The idea is to leave the sites looking nat-
ural by not allowing headstones or artificial landscaping. 

Some say such sites help bridge a modern-day divi-
sion between humans and nature. 

“If your father is buried there, you have a deeper con-
nection to the land, whether you have strong connections
to the environment or not,” Dr. Billy Campbell said. 

In 1996, the South Carolina physician founded
Memorial Ecosystems to help people create environmen-
tally friendly burial sites alongside nature preserves. 

Hundreds of green burial sites exist in the United
Kingdom, where they are called woodland cemeteries.
As open space diminishes, nature preserves that maintain
a small area for green burials help protect the environ-
ment and provide a peaceful setting, Campbell said. 

“The idea is to make these graves look almost natural
—woodland in England, prairie in Colorado,” he said.
“The idea of dust to dust in a real literal sense.” 

Mountain Wilderness owner Don Blehm came up with
the idea after years in the funeral business, tucking the
cemetery at the end of a dirt road outside this small town
about 80 miles south of Denver. 

Too often, people would feel pressured to spend more
than they could afford on a loved one’s funeral, he said. 

As cremation became more popular, some families
wanted to spread the ashes in the mountains —prohibit-
ed in national and state parks —but needed a place they
could visit. 

Some people chose Mountain Wilderness for its sim-
plicity or to protect the environment; others wanted an
inexpensive burial. 

The cemetery contains more than 300 gravesites
although it resembles a common hiking trail. Small stat-
ues, American flags and other mementoes left at sites are
gathered every other week to keep the area natural. 

Prices range from $545 to $1,045, said Blehm, who
provides services through his Mountain Memorial

Funeral Home in nearby Divide. 
An entire service, including cremation, a memorial

service, the plot and bronze plaque, is less than $2,000. 
The average funeral in the United States costs $5,320

excluding cemetery costs, according to the National
Funeral Home Directors Association. 

A portion of Campbell’s 33-acre Ramsey Creek Nature
Preserve in Westminster, S.C., is a green cemetery that
allows full-body burials. Vaults and toxic embalming fluids
are prohibited. Only biodegradable caskets are allowed. 

Campbell wants to expand to a 70-acre site in metro-
politan Denver. Like his South Carolina park, it would be
a nature preserve with a small cemetery. 

Brothers John and William Wilkerson sought
Campbell’s advice to preserve their family’s 350-acre
farm in Glendale, a tiny town in the Florida Panhandle. 

They created a preserve to maintain the farm’s ponds,
streams and woodlands and provide a small cemetery in
the natural setting. 

Blehm also is looking to open a larger site because
many people have inquired about body burials, which are
prohibited at Mountain Wilderness. The new site would
allow biodegradable caskets but embalming chemicals
would be prohibited. 

Blehm does not advertise Mountain Wilderness, only
offering it to people if they ask about scattering ashes.
But word-of-mouth has attracted people from across the
country, from different economic backgrounds and from
various religious beliefs. 

Hospice nurse Linda Shelhamer’s son is buried in the
park. The 15-year-old died in February, but the family
waited until June to spread his ashes. 

“When they actually put the stone down, we were
really dreading going out there —seeing it in writing
would make it more real. But when we went out there,
there was a double rainbow. Pikes Peak was in the back-
ground. The view was beautiful,” Shelhamer said. 

Mountain cemetery as close to nature as possible
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“It’s peaceful, it’s serene. I think 
it’s a good alternative for people who
don’t want the traditional cemetery.

My husband didn’t want it to be a sad
thing, he wanted it to be positive.

— JOLEEN SCHNEIDER
Widow
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BY REBECCA BOONE 
Associated Press Writer 

KETCHUM, Idaho — Idaho’s wealthiest county is
also home to one of its quietest tragedies, local hunger
advocates say. Amid the luxury homes and swanky bou-
tiques around Sun Valley Resort, live and work people
for whom hunger is the norm. 

“In a resort area sometimes you create poverty by the
higher cost of living,” said Eileen Rodman with Blaine
County Welfare Services. “In this little microcosm of the
world with so much affluence, it’s almost unimaginable
that there would be hunger and poverty. But there is.” 

The problem is nearly invisible to many who live and
play in the region. Throughout Idaho, Blaine County is
known as a place where visitors might sit next to Demi
Moore at the local coffee shop or spot Tom Hanks across
a crowded restaurant. 

“Nine out of 10 people I talk with don’t realize there’s
hunger here and don’t believe that it could be a problem,”
said Tom Iselin, a Ketchum resident who is starting a
coalition to help relieve hunger. “But once they see the
statistics, they realize there’s a need.” 

The statistics are rosy compared to some Idaho
regions, but Iselin said they are unacceptably high for a
place of wealth. Nearly 24 percent of school-age kids in
the region participate in free or reduced-price lunch pro-
grams at school, Iselin said, and the number of kids
receiving food stamps grew by 49 percent between 2001

and 2002. 
A drive down the county’s southern canyons during the

summer reveals camps of residents who can’t afford rent
or hotels, said Iselin. It’s also common to have several
families sharing a small apartment or trailer, Rodman said. 

Lynn Flickinger, co-coordinator of the Souper Supper
in Hailey, sees more of the area’s hungry than most. 

“We have homeless, we have people who are way
below the poverty level, people who have a place to live
but no place to cook. We have elderly people, construc-
tion people who come during the work season and live in
the park. We have single people and families who come,”
she said. 

In recent months, about 30 people a night have been
taking advantage of the twice-weekly meals. One of the
Souper Supper regulars is Jean Dickenson, a 58-year-old
Hailey resident recovering from a stroke, the latest set-
back in a series of health problems. 

Dickenson said she has never had to skip meals, but
her rations have been small. 

“I did eat very leanly. I remember buying 10 packets
of Ramen noodles on sale. I was very fortunate because
last winter the county also gave me some game meat,
some food which lasted me quite a while. This time,
since I got sick, friends have taken care of me,” she said. 

Wealthy people in the region are very generous,
Dickenson said, but they may not be aware that there’s a
problem with poverty because the economic classes
don’t mix. 

“I’ve lived up here for a while, and I mostly stay in
Hailey instead of Sun Valley or Ketchum so the money
isn’t so much in my face,” she said. 

Rodman said some residents just don’t want to feel
uncomfortable. 

“In general, the Blaine County community is pretty gen-
erous, but to acknowledge poverty and hunger in a place
like this is somewhere a lot of people don’t want to go,”
Rodman said. “We have that illusion of wealth and nobody
likes to look at the people who are just barely surviving.” 

Iselin is starting the Blaine County Hunger Coalition
to gather and distribute food. 

He hopes to recruit enough volunteers that the perish-
able food thrown out by restaurants and supermarkets —
often because it has reached its “sell-by” date — can be
rescued and given to the poor. 

But first Iselin needs a building to store the food and a
community that believes hunger exists in their hometown. 

Glitz of Sun Valley blinds some to hunger, poverty

“In a resort area sometimes 
you create poverty by the higher

cost of living.”

— EILEEN RODMAN
Blaine County Welfare Services
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BY DARLENE SUPERVILLE 
Associated Press Writer 

WASHINGTON — They are sons of Arkansas, born
to doting mothers of modest means and fathers who died
before either child had entered kindergarten. While the
public lives of presidential candidate Wesley Clark and
former President Clinton differ, their personal lives offer
striking similarities. 

Both carry the last names of adopted fathers, not the
men who gave them life. Neither man’s wife is a daugh-
ter of the South. Both were raised as Baptists and learned
in adulthood about brothers they had never met. 

Clinton’s life story of the “boy from Hope” helped him
reach the White House and stay for eight years. Now Clark
is at the beginning of his own presidential quest, hoping
his life story will likewise help him connect with voters. 

Jay Barth, a political science professor at Hendrix
College in Conway, Ark., sees something else the two
men share: the “combination of having some understand-
ing of who they are and where they came from, but also
that there’s a lot to be learned from the rest of the world.” 

Both Clinton and Clark earned Rhodes scholarships to
study at Oxford University in the late 1960s. They did
not know each other in England, but had met at a
Georgetown University conference in 1965. 

Clark, 58, trekked around the globe during a decorat-
ed 34-year Army career that included service in Vietnam,
where he was seriously wounded, and command of the
1999 NATO bombing campaign in Kosovo, when
Clinton was commander in chief. Clinton, 57, never
served in the military but traveled the world extensively
during his two terms as president. 

Both overcame early hardship to succeed. 
Clark was born in Chicago on Dec. 23, 1944, to

Benjamin Kanne of Chicago and Veneta Updegraf of
Little Rock, Ark. After his father died when he was 4,
Clark’s mother moved back to Little Rock with her
young son. Clark’s mother later married Victor Clark, a
banker and recovering alcoholic whose last name Wesley

assumed after Clark adopted him. 
Clinton was born William Jefferson Blythe IV in

Hope, Ark., on Aug. 19, 1946, but never met his father.
William Blythe, a traveling salesman, died in a car acci-
dent just months before the future president’s birth. The
boy changed his last name to Bill Clinton after his moth-
er married Roger Clinton, an alcoholic. 

Both Clark and Clinton were raised as Baptists. In his
20s, Clark learned that his biological father was Jewish
and developed friendships with members of the Kanne
branch of his family tree. He converted to Catholicism
while in Vietnam. 

Neither man’s wife is a Southerner. Hillary Rodham
Clinton is a Chicago native and Clark’s wife, Gertrude,
was raised in New York City. 

Well into adulthood, both Clark and Clinton learned
the whereabouts of long-lost stepbrothers. 

Clark says he knew his
stepfather had a family
before the marriage to his
mother but didn’t know how
to find his stepbrother.
Kennard Clark, a 71-year-
old surgeon in Arlington,
Texas, turned up last week-
end after the Arkansas
Democrat-Gazette located
him and notified candidate
Clark. Both men say they
want to meet. 

Ten years ago, Clinton

learned that Blythe, his biological father, also was the
father of Henry Leon Ritzenthaler of Paradise, Calif. The
two spoke by phone days after The Washington Post
broke the story. 

Clark will occasionally make light of the similarities
with Clinton, but doesn’t take it too far. 

“He kind of makes jokes about Rhodes Scholars from
Arkansas that run for president tend to do well,” said
Clark campaign spokesman Matt Bennett. “He doesn’t
make a big deal about it.” 

Much has been made of Clark’s Clinton connection
and the former president’s role in Clark’s campaign. A
number of Clinton’s Arkansas allies and veterans of his
White House staff are advising the retired Army general.
Clark’s campaign headquarters is just down the street
from where Clinton’s team once labored. 

Clark’s spokesman says the two men “definitely like
and respect each other” but are not “bosom buddies.” 

Author David Halberstam wrote of the Clark-Clinton
parallels in his 2001 book, “War in a Time of Peace.” 

“They had not overlapped at Oxford, and they had
never been pals during their parallel rise to the top,” he
wrote. “But they were both small-town boys from the
same region who had made good in the big time a long
way from home, and there was, if not a friendship, a kind
of kinship.” 
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BY FAWN PORTER 
Associated Press Writer 

CORVALLIS, Ore. — A low rumble broke the
silence. Swelling and cresting, large waves slammed into
the concrete basin containing them. The powerful waves
were quelled when Dr. Daniel Cox signaled the control
room to shut off the tsunami simulator.

“That’s how it works,” said Cox, the lab director. “We
control the tsunamis.” 

Here at the world’s largest tsunami research lab, sci-
entists and graduate students are conducting experi-
ments to better prepare tsunami-prone regions for these
massive waves. 

“The likelihood of tsunamis is not increasing,” Cox
said. “However, more people are moving to the coast,
and it’s our job to see that they live there safely.” 

Tsunamis, enormous waves caused by earthquakes or
undersea volcanoes, can be devastating. A 1992 tsunami
washed away two-thirds of an Indonesian island. A 1964
earthquake set off a tsunami that devastated many towns
along the Gulf of Alaska and caused damage all along the
West Coast. 

Tsunami research began in September at the O.H.
Hinsdale Wave Research Lab housed in a hangar-like
building in Corvallis. Its goal is to help coastal commu-
nities around the world plan for more efficient evacua-
tions and construct buildings and bridges able to with-
stand the impact of tsunamis. 

The lab’s floors are littered with objects that have been
used in experiments — boats, driftwood, rocks, metal siding. 

Researchers create miniature tsunamis inside a rectan-
gular, 50-yard concrete basin that looks like a swimming
pool. Although the water depth inside the basin is only 3
feet, the scientists are able to simulate 150-foot-tall

tsunami waves. 
Inside the basin are rocks and gravel, to gauge the

effect of giant waves on shorelines. 
“The goal is to make sure it actually looks and acts as a

shore so we can gather accurate data on a wave’s effects,”
Cox said. 

In one room of the hangar is a 372-foot long flume
built in the 1970s to determine what effect wave forces
would have on manmade structures and the erosive
forces on beaches. 

Scientists create miniature structures — such as a sim-
ulated marina — and send waves of water crashing
against them, said Javier Moncada, an undergraduate stu-
dent in the program. 

At the basin where tsunamis are simulated, Cox
explains how it works. 

Inside the tank is a large metal paddle used to create
waves and to control their height and direction. A scientist
tells the control room operator to move the paddle to a cer-
tain position. With a rumbling sound, the paddle creates a
wall of water that simulates the way a tsunami moves. 

Scientists don’t actually have to be there to conduct
research. Cox pointed to a moving camera beneath the
lab’s second-floor control room. 

“That camera is called our ‘wave cam.’ Using this
camera, remote scientists can see their experiments in
progress via the Internet,” he said. 

Using online resources, researchers are able to share
data and seek advice from one another. “When you get
several people together, it amplifies the effects of the
research,” said Harry Yeh, a wave expert and professor at
Oregon State University. 

The compiled data and results are stored online for
easy reference. 

“In times past,” Yeh said, “a scientist would spend so
much time conducting research, write a paper — only to
have it placed in a book and shoved away for 15 years. 

“But with this, with collaboration, lots of people can
immediately be involved while the interest and informa-
tion is still current.” 

The lab is part of nationwide seismographic research
that’s being conducted at 15 sites. Only in Corvallis are
tsunamis studied. 

The overall research is sponsored by the National
Science Foundation and the Network for Earthquake
Engineering Simulation, with a $4.8 million grant from
the foundation. 

The tsunami lab has been used in experiments for
alternative energy and the effects of bioterrorism. It con-
ducts research for private consulting firms and fish
hatcheries, and the U.S. Navy has expressed interest. 

Internationally, the basin has begun to generate inter-
est in regions such as Japan. Data received from the
recent earthquake and subsequent tsunami near
Hokkaido in northern Japan will give researchers here
new insights. 

World’s largest tsunami research lab seeks to save lives

S ta r t i ng  a t  
$46 .95 /mo!

always on,
always fast
“ Since LA Bridge installed 
DSL at my home, I have 
found the flexibility 
to use the Internet in 
a whole new way.”
__Bill Foster,

Apple Computer

each account includes:
• 24/7 Internet connection
• 7 days/week tech support
• 6MB personal web space
• free local dial-up acct 
• 2 IP addresses
• over 4000 worldwide dial-up 
locations for laptop users who 
travel. (a metered service).

786k to 7.1M Now Available 

p re -qua l i f y  on l i ne  a t  www.LABr idge . com
or  ca l l  310 .228 .3626  x3

“The likelihood of tsunamis is not
increasing. However, more people are
moving to the coast, and it’s our job

to see that they live there safely.”

— DR. DANIEL COX
Lab director,

O.H. Hinsdale Wave Research Lab

DID YOU KNOW?: The United States motto “In God we trust,”
adopted on July 30, 1956, first appeared on U.S. coins back in 1864.
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Bush and Blair do lunch
By The Associated Press

LONDON — President Bush is trading the pomp,
pageantry and protests of London for Tony Blair’s home
in tranquil northeast England. 

By taking Blair up on the rare invitation to visit
Sedgefield, Bush was looking to decompress a bit after
two intense days in London. Tea at Blair’s house, lunch
at a pub and a school visit were on the schedule. 

While Bush was in London, he gave a foreign policy
speech defending the Iraq war; was jeered by tens of
thousands of protesters; was the star of a state dinner at
Buckingham Palace; met with relatives of British vic-
tims of Sept. 11 and of British soldiers killed in Iraq;
and faced sharp questioning at a news conference with
Blair just after terrorist bombs in Istanbul exploded at a
London-based bank and the British consulate. 

Bush and his wife, Laura, left Buckingham Palace,
where they had stayed three nights, just before 10 a.m.
Friday on a drizzly London morning. 

Officials to fight Sept. 11 subpoena
By The Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Citing victims’ privacy, the mayor’s
office vowed to fight a subpoena by a federal commis-
sion investigating the Sept. 11 attacks that seeks docu-
ments detailing the city’s response at the World Trade
Center. 

The commission said this week it wants tapes and
transcripts of 911 calls and firefighter interviews con-
ducted by the Fire Department after the 2001 attacks. 

“The city’s failure to produce these important docu-
ments has significantly impeded the commission’s
investigation,” the panel said in a statement. 

The 10-member commission is investigating the
nation’s preparedness before Sept. 11 and its response to
the attacks, and will make recommendations for guard-
ing against similar disasters. 

Ed Skyler, a spokesman for Mayor Michael
Bloomberg, said the city plans to fight the subpoena. 

“It will take a court order to make the city violate the
privacy of those we lost and those who responded to that
horrific event,” said Skyler. 

Skyler accused the commission of “trying to distract
the public” by focusing on the city’s response instead of
finding out “how this savage terrorist attack was
planned and executed without any warning— so that we
never again have to endure such a tragedy.” 

World trade talks continue
By The Associated Press

MIAMI — Pushing for a victory after failed world
trade talks in Mexico, officials from across the Americas
agreed to move forward on a watered-down outline for
the world’s largest free trade bloc. 

Trade ministers from 34 countries in the Americas,
excluding only Cuba, were originally scheduled to fin-
ish their negotiations on the Free Trade Area of the
Americas on Friday. But after days of debate, they said
they had achieved all they could in Miami. 

Ministers hailed their final declaration as a victory,
with both the United States and Brazil— which have
been locked in a trade feud— saying it showed there had
been progress in bringing countries together since
World Trade Organization talks collapsed two months
ago in Cancun, Mexico. 

Dean wants to double education dollars
By The Associated Press

MANCHESTER, N.H. — Democratic front-runner
Howard Dean says he would double the nation’s invest-
ment in early childhood education by spending $110 bil-
lion over 10 years. 

His “Invest for Success” plan would fully fund Head
Start, double enrollment in Early Head Start, offer pre-
school to every 4-year-old and provide child care for
another 1.4 million children, according to an outline of
the plan obtained by The Associated Press. 

Dean staffers said repealing President Bush’s tax cuts
and ending billions of dollars in “corporate welfare”
would pay for the plan. 

“Our youngest children are being hurt. The president
is underfunding programs like Head Start in order to pay
for tax cuts which benefit those at the very top,” Dean
said in remarks prepared for delivery Friday at a
Manchester child care center. 

Only 60 percent of children eligible for Head Start

are served by the program, he said, which caters to
young children from poor families. 

Conservatives criticize Medicare bill
By The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Some congressional conserva-
tives have little faith that the cost of the Medicare pre-
scription drug bill can be held to its projected $395 bil-
lion over 10 years. 

Sen. Don Nickles, R-Okla., who helped negotiate the
proposal, said, “I will predict right now. It will come out
double that.” 

Undecided about the bill, Nickles used meeting this
week to formally clear the way for quick floor action on
the measure to air conservative complaints about the
bill. 

Too much government and too much money were
Nickles’ chief criticisms of the measure that Republican
leaders support and President Bush has pledged to sign.
“I think we’re falling short of a market-oriented
approach,” said Nickles, who is Senate Budget
Committee chairman. 

Both chambers hope to complete the bill before
Thanksgiving. 

Officials push to derail energy bill
By The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A far-reaching energy bill is
meeting its biggest challenge in Congress as a group of
Democrats and Republicans, for various reasons, are
pushing to derail it with a Senate filibuster. 

Both philosophical and geographic differences could
interfere with final approval of the bill, which President
Bush has demanded be finished this year and considers
one of his top domestic priorities. 

It would be the first overhaul of U.S. energy policy in
11 years. 

A growing number of Democrats, with at least six
Republicans, criticized the legislation Thursday, claim-
ing it is too costly, would dole out billions of dollars to
special interests and hurt the environment. 

The bill breezed through the House earlier this week,
but ran up against opposition from senators who hoped
to get 41 votes needed to block its passage. 

Senate leaders scheduled a vote Friday on whether to
cut off debate on the 1,148-page energy blueprint. If
they succeed, opponents likely will fold their tents and
agree to bring the issue up for a final congressional vote. 

WORLD BRIEFLY

BY NIKO PRICE 
Associated Press Writer 

BAGHDAD, Iraq — The U.S. military dismissed
rocket attacks launched from donkey carts Friday against
the Oil Ministry and two hotels as “militarily insignifi-
cant,” but acknowledged they point to weaknesses in the
ability to gather intelligence on insurgents. 

More than a dozen rockets slammed into the buildings
Friday morning. 

Two other donkeys were found within hours, one 30
yards from the Italian Embassy. U.S. officials said the
targets were the headquarters of a Kurdish political party
and a law school. 

A civilian contractor was seriously injured at the
Palestine Hotel, where many foreign journalists and U.S.
workers are staying. No other casualties were reported at
the Palestine or at the Sheraton Hotel across the street,
and police said no one was hurt at the ministry. 

“They're trying to break our will. They're trying to
seize the headlines ... but they're militarily insignificant,”
Brig. Gen. Mark Kimmitt, the U.S. military deputy direc-
tor for operations, said at a news conference. 

He conceded that the insurgents were playing off
American weaknesses, specifically in terms of gathering
intelligence that could have prevented the attacks. 

“A very clever enemy who knows that we don't have
the best intelligence in the world will find some seams,
will run some vulnerabilities,” Kimmitt said. “But our
intelligence is getting better every day.” 

A U.S. soldier from the 82nd Airborne Division was

killed and two were injured near the city of Ramadi,
west of Baghdad, on Thursday when a roadside bomb
exploded next to their convoy, the military said Friday.
Another soldier was killed Thursday in northern Iraq,
Kimmitt said. 

To the south, in the city of Karbala, at least four mortar
shells were fired into a Thai military camp Thursday, offi-
cials in Bangkok said Friday. They reported no casualties. 

The colorful donkey carts presumably were used
because they are so common in Baghdad and attract little
attention from security forces on the alert for car bombs.
Painted on one of the carts was a traditional inscription:
“My heart is with you, my dear.” 

U.S. officials said one of the donkeys was strapped to
a propane tank and an explosive device. After the explo-
sions, U.S. soldiers were seen searching donkey carts
around Baghdad. 

“He's an inventive, ingenuous enemy, but he has
shown us another of his tactics ... and I would guess he
won't be using that again anytime soon,” Kimmitt said. 

The attacks occurred at the height of “Operation Iron
Hammer,” the U.S. counteroffensive against rebels in and
around the capital. The U.S. commander in the capital,
Brig. Gen. Martin Dempsey, said Thursday that the 12-
day crackdown had contributed to a 70 percent decrease
in rebel activity. 

Kimmitt said the rocket attacks could have been
intended to demonstrate that the operation hasn't defeat-
ed the rebels. Nobody claimed responsibility and there
were no immediate arrests. 

The attacks occurred about 7:20 a.m. At least eight

rockets were fired at the Oil Ministry, but only two of
them detonated, said Col. Peter Mansoor of the U.S. 1st
Armored Division. 

The ministry was closed Friday for the Muslim day of
prayer and no injuries were reported there. A ministry
official told Dow Jones Newswires that a fire was quick-
ly extinguished and caused no major damage to the
building. He said oil production would not be affected. 

Mansoor said one rocket hit the Palestine Hotel, but at
least five rocket holes could be seen on the eighth, 15th
and 16th floors of the 18-story structure. Another rocket
hit the Sheraton. 

“This is the work of terrorists,” said Loay Yunis
Khalil, manager of the Palestine Hotel. 

Employees of U.S. agencies met in the Palestine lobby
for impromptu security briefings from military consultants. 

At least one man, who was bleeding from his head,
was carried away from the Palestine Hotel by U.S. mili-
tary medics on a stretcher. Kimmitt said he was a civilian
contractor and was “seriously injured.” 

Mansoor said the attacks bore a close resemblance to
a strike last month on the Al-Rasheed Hotel, just across
the Tigris River, which housed many U.S. military offi-
cials and occupation authorities. One soldier was killed at
the hotel, which has since been evacuated. 

Police and soldiers found a rocket launcher on
Saadoun Street, which runs beside the Palestine, hidden
inside a donkey cart. 

Iraqi police 1st Lt. Amar Arshad said the launcher had
the capacity to fire 30 rockets. It was unclear how many
were launched, but five unfired rockets were in it. 

Brazen attacks target hotels, oil ministry in Baghdad
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Reality Check®

By Dave Whammond
Speed Bump®

By Dave Coverly

Natural Selection®

By Russ Wallace

COMICS

Where the “locals”meet and the “fun loving”tourists always return!

1615 Ocean Front, Santa Monica (310) 393-2666
At Santa Monica Beach in front of the historic merry-go round, just

below & southeast of the pier. This location has been here since 1902

SUN • FUN • GREAT FOOD
BEER • WINE • MUSIC

SPORTS TV • 2 OUTDOOR PATIOS
SMOKING ALLOWED

REASONABLE PRICES! CHILDREN WELCOME!

“WORLD FAMOUS”

YOUR NEXT JIFFY LUBE
Signature Service Oil Change.

+ a FREE VIP Card 
($30 value. See store for details.)

Bring in this coupon to the Santa Monica Jiffy Lube and pay $21.99 plus tax and 
environmental fee, most cars, for a complete Signature Service Oil Change. Not 
valid with other discounts or offers of synthetic oil. OFFER EXPIRES 11/30/03.

2344 Pico Blvd. in Santa Monica (at Cloverfield)

(310) 392-1994

$2199
+ Tax & Environmental

Fee, Most Cars.

Each Jiffy Lube is independently owned and operated. SM-DP 8

LUBE IT OR
LOSE IT.

LUBE IT OR
LOSE IT.

In minutes, with no appointment, here’s what Jiffy Lube does for your car
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Santa Monica Daily Press

$350 per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.  
Call 310-458-7737 and promote your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 15,000.

CCLLAASSSSIIFFIIEEDDSS

Employment
$3 - 5K per week income poten-
tial work from home, NOT MLM.
(800)570-3782 Ext. 4020.

2 POSITIONS: Dental Assistant 
Santa Monica x-ray license.
RDA preferred call (310)395-
1261 or fax/resume (310)395-
6645.

AUTO SALES
WE ARE LOOKING FOR A 

MOTIVATED SALESPERSON 
TO JOIN OUR TEAM OF CAR 
SALES PROFESSIONALS. IF 
YOU CAN SELL, CALL THE 
SALES MANAGER FOR IN-
TERVIEW AT (310)451-1588.

SANTA MONICA FORD

BEAUTY STYLIST’S for new 
Fantastic Sams Salon in Santa 
Monica. Guarantee 9/hr and up.
(310)890-1222

EXPERIENCED TELEMARK-
ETERS only. Needed to set ap-
pointments for salvage pick-up 
non-profit organization. Work 
from home. $400/wk. potential 
call Manny (310)753-4909.

F/T JEWELRY Salesperson:
Must be customer service ori-
ented. Must have sales experi-
ence. Santa Monica Location.
Fax resume to: (310)451-3289.

FIGURE MODEL wanted. Fit fe-
male model wanted for figure 
drawing by artist. No experi-
ence necessary. Call (818)501-
0266

FILE CLERK in Santa Monica 
dental office. Computer skills, 
phone friendly, f/t. Call Nicole 
(310)828-7429.

HOST/HOSTESS, BUSBOY,
dishwasher. Benihana. 310-
260-1423. 1447 4th St. Santa 
Monica

JACK OF all trade. Knowledge 
of plumbing, carpentry, electri-
cal, concrete helpful. P/t, f/t call 
(310)258-9030.

LIVE-IN CAREGIVER wanted.
Care for senior citizen.
Room/Board + salary, private 
party. (562)594-1127.

MARKETING FOR arts studio, 
bright, upbeat with good phone 
personality & people skills.
(310)258-9030.

NOW HIRING counter servers, 
cashiers, busser. Apply in per-
son 3-5pm, Mon-Fri. 2901 
Ocean Park blvd. #102 Santa 
Monica 90405.

For Sale
ALL STORE fixtures for sale.
Bel Mondo going out of biz, 
1413 Montana Ave. (310)394-
7272.

Furniture
2 BEDROOM apartment furni-
ture for sale . For complete de-
scription & details. Call Paul 
Lorda (310)395-2558 or 
(310)804-0810.

7 PIECE Bedroom Set. All 
brand new! Wood sleigh bed, 
mattress set, nightstand, and 
more. Moving and must sell! 
List $2500. Giveaway $795.
(310)350-3814.

CHERRY SLEIGH Bed. Solid 
wood. Still in box. List $795.
Sacrifice $295. (310)350-3814

ITALIAN LEATHER Sofa & 
Loveseat Brand new, still in 
crate from designer home 
show. List $3000. Sacrifice 
$995. Must sell! Will deliver! 
(310)350-3814.

KING DOUBLE Pillowtop Mat-
tress Set. Brand new, brand 
name. Must sell! List $895. Sac-
rifice $295. (310)350-3814

Furniture
QUEEN DOUBLE Pillowtop 
Mattress Set. Plush, name 
brand, still in plastic. Warranty.
Was $595. Sacrifice $175.
(310)350-3814.

QUEEN ORTHO Mattress Set.
New, still in plastic w/warranty.
Must sell. $125 (310)350-3814.

Pets
2 TINY Toy Poodles, red, male 
12 wks old, AKC first shots 
$750/each call collect 
(661)836-9778.

Vehicles for sale

LOW DAILY/WEEKLY RATES
■ Insurance Billing
■ Unlimited Mileage 

on most cars, minivans
■ Free Pick-Up Service

1027 BROADWAY, SANTA MONICA
(next to the Red Cross)

319-3434 ■ specialtyrentals.com

1230 Santa Monica Blvd.
310-451-1588

’01 Ford Expedition

Call for price, silver, loaded 

& more! (vin#UBR772)

’00 Ford Explorer

$12,995 (ID#B30956)

’98 Lincoln Continental

$11,995 LOADED!

CLEAN! (ID#B626495)

’01 Ford Expedition XLT

$26,995 SHARP!

EXTRA CLEAN! (ID#I93078)

’97 Ford Explorer

$8,995 (ID#A41915)

OF SANTA MONICA

1992 SAAB 900S 2 door, hatch-
back 108K good condition, blue 
$2,700 obo. (310)866-0192.

Vehicles for sale

FOR
SALE 
“Classic” 1982 
Jeep Wagoneer

Solid Vehicle, Very Reliable,
Custom Seats, CD sounds,

Surf Racks, lots of love 
in this Truck.

$2500 FIRM.

(310) 699-7835

Vehicles for sale

1401 Santa Monica Blvd.
310-394-1888
infinitiofsantamonica.com 

✯’00 BMW X5 4.4i✯
Sport Pkg! V8, Loaded, Low

Mileage! BEAUTIFUL! (H02400)

✯’02 Infiniti Q45 Navi✯
THE EXECUTIVE RIDE!
All Loaded, Low Miles

(v002529) 3 More Available

✯’03 Infiniti G35 Sedan✯
DVD Navi, Prem whis, Loaded

(v006982)

✯’01 Ford Mustang✯

CONVERTIBLE! Automatic 
2D, Leather, (8837P)

✯’02 Audi A8L✯
FULLY LOADED! Premium Whls.
Bose Premium Sound (001079)

✯’02 Honda S2000✯
4-Cyl. 2.0L VTEC, Leather,
6-Speed, Manuel (8767P)

✯’02 Lexus IS300✯
Sport Cross, LOADED! Prem
Wheels, Leather (043651)

✯’00 Volvo V70 XC AWD✯

SE Wagon
2.4L Turbo, Moon, alloys

VALUE PRICED! (v707506)

of Santa Monica

Vehicles for sale

1100 Santa Monica Blvd

(310) 319-1661
LAcarGUY.com

LEXUS/VOLKSWAGEN
OF SANTA MONICA

PRE-OWNED CENTER

2003 INFINITI G35
COUPE 2D

V6, Automatic, Leather,
Moon Roof (206812)

2002 LEXUS IS 300
SPORT CROSS

4D, Hatchback, Moon, Rear
Spoiler, Lthr (042025)

2002 TOYOTA ECHO
2D Coupe, 5-Speed

(206328)

2000 LEXUS RX 300
4D Sport Utility, Automatic,
Moon, Roof Rack (146978)

2000 VOLKSWAGEN
JETTA GLS

4D Sedan, Automatic,
Moon Roof (089016)

1999 LEXUS LX 470
4D Sport Utility, Automatic,

Leather, Moon (075956)

832 Santa Monica Blvd.

800-944-4157
LAcarGUY.com

2001 TOYOTA
AVALON

TOYOTA CERTIFIED
Leather, Moonroof 

& Much More
(X14152527)

2001 TOYOTA
4RUNNER

TOYOTA CERTIFIED
12K miles (20258224)

2001 SIENNA XLE
TOYOTA CERTIFIED
Lthr, Fully Equipped

(24483153)

2002 BMW 325i
10K Miles, Like New

(2NJ21495)

2002 TOYOTA
SEQUOIA

TOYOTA CERTIFIED
Limited, Super Clean

(2S090449)

2001 TOYOTA
PRIUS

TOYOTA CERTIFIED
Rare Find (10036045)

Instruction

DRUM LESSONS in your 
home! Great w/children & be-
ginners, first lesson FREE! Call 
Tom (310)422-2699.

IRISH DANCE LESSONS, chil-
dren & adults. Erin Murphy, 
T.C.R.G. (310)828-4434.

TROMBONE TUITION all levels 
by master of music graduate in 
your home call Lane (310)458-
6607.

TUTOR AVAILABLE experi-
enced teacher and dean of stu-
dents. K-12 including SAT prep.
great references.
Sara(310)907-6532.

Wanted
COST ESTIMATING quals request-
ed from MBE/WBE/OBE firms to 
team on the City of L.A. TIMP’s for 
Selected Community and Specific 
Plan Updates. See 
http://www.lacity.org/pln/uridoc2281.
pdf Fax quals by 11/21 to mkting at 
Kaku Assoc (310)394-7663. For 
add’l info. contact Cathie Tasaka at 
(310)458-9916.

SINGLE ENCLOSED garage 
wanted in Santa Monica area 
call Jim. (310)226-6102.

’01 FORD CONTOUR SE
VIN 104622 $6,995 Good
Commuter Car, Low Miles,

Low Emission. Vehicle runs on
Natural gas or Unleaded.

97 GMC SONOMA 
pick/up VIN 521973 50K 

bed liner $5995

94 DODGE CARAVAN 
VIN 635648 7 passenger V6

$3995

94 PLYMOUTH ACCLAIM
xlnt cond. 2 dr, H/back. Tiel
98k mi. Cln & shiny.$1695

92 FORD TAURUS 
4DR VIN 112783 

One Owner $4995

93 TOYOTA PREVIA 
Mini Van VIN 112783 

One owner $4995

85 PLMOUTH HORIZON
VIN 208202 $1995 1 owner

good transportation

70 BUICK RIVIERA 
VIN 925668 Classic $6500

65 VW BUG 
VIN 260574 $5495

Claude Short
Auto Sales Dealer

2501 Lincoln Blvd.
in Venice

(310) 395-3712

Instruction Instruction

Vehicles for sale

Instruction

Pay tribute to a loved one.

Call Mitch for details. 310.458.7737 ext. 111

The Santa Monica Daily Press Obituaries.

Classified Advertising Conditions :REGULAR RATE: 2.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20 per word per day. Ad must
run a minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost
extra. Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has run more
than once. DEADLINES: 4:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 4:00 p.m.
PAYMENT: All private party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place
your ad call our offices 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310)458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The
Santa Monica Daily Press, P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406 or stop in at our office located at 1427 Third Street Promenade,
Ste. 202. OTHER  RATES: For information about the professional services directory or classified display ads, please call our office at
(310)458-7737.
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Century West Properties
Exceptional Westside Rentals

LEASING CENTER
1437 SEVENTH STREET, SUITE 200
SANTA MONICA

Complementary Rental List  &
Leasing  Consultation
Walk-ins Welcome 10am – 6pm Daily
(310) 899-9580

ENJOY LIFE ON THE 3RD STREET PROMENADE
GREAT LIVE/ WORK SPACE

Walk to the Beach ◆ Pedestrian Lifestyle ◆ Beautiful Studio Apts. from $1,100 per month

310-394-9833
*One year lease minimum term. Utilities, Stove, & Refrigerator included.

Wanted

DO YOU HAVE SERIOUS 
ACNE?

Patients will be paid $500.00 
for

6 visits over 6 months.
Looking for women between 
the ages of 14-45 with seri-
ous acne who could partici-
pate in an FDA clinical study.

Women cannot be on 
accutane or Retin-A.

All medication,
physicals and visits are 

Free. No insurance is neces-
sary and all is confidential.

Interested participants 
should contact Christine 

@(323)937-7811

For Rent
GEORGETOWN LAKE MT De-
luxe 4 bdrm overlooking pristine 
mountain lake. Blue ribbon 
fishery. Minutes from Jack Nick-
laus golf course. Hike, boat, 
swim, horseback ride. Wildlife 
galore. Stunning sunset views.
$1200 per week. (310) 899-
3777

For Rent
501 N. Venice single. Stove, re-
frigerator, carpet, utilities includ-
ed, laundry, parking, no pets.
$850/mo. (310)574-6767.

PALMS AREA $1025.00 2 
bdrms, 1 1/2 baths, appliances, 
no pets, parking. 2009 Preuss 
Road,  #5 Los Angeles, CA 
90034. Manager in #1.

For Rent
$745/MO. CASA Loma Apart-
ments (near Pacific & Rose) 
nice size single with kitchen 
area, steps to the beach. On 
site laundry facilities, common 
area restrooms, and showers.
Community patio. Owner spon-
sored barbeque twice a month 
all utilities paid. No pets, Call 
Don at 1-888-399-1166 or sun-
nibill@juno.com.

3RD STREET PROMENADE 
Apts. Ocean views, remodeled 
units 1+1, $1500-$2000, 2+2 
$2100-$2500. 1453 3rd Street.
MOVE IN SPECIALS! 
(310)862-1000.

FREE RENTAL Lists & No Fee 
Rentals. Sullivan-Dituri Compa-
ny. 2111 Wilshire Blvd. Santa 
Monica, CA 90403.

For Rent

PACIFIC PALISADES
$1100- $1450

1 Bdrm. and Single Gorgeous, 
newly remodeled,new tile, 

pool,some views, walk to vil-
lage.

974 Haverford
(310)454-8837

PACIFIC PALISADES:
$1450

gorgeous 1 bdrm, newly 
remodeled, pool,some views, 

walk to village.
974 Haverford 310-454-8837

SANTA MONICA
$1195 & UP

Newley renovated bachelor.
Hardwood, large balconies
w/ocean views. Microwave &
refridgerator. Across from
the beach.

Open House 
daily 11-5pm

2121 OCEAN AVE.
310-899-9580

VENICE BEACH
$1295 & UP
GRAND OPENING

Historic craftsman style bldg.
Newly remodeled, 1 bedroom,
1 bath. Step to the sand!
Wood floors, tiled kitchen

Open House 
daily 12-5pm

20 BROOKS
310-899-9580

WESTWOOD
LUXURY WILSHIRE HI-RISE, 
2+2 condo,   balcony, wet-bar, 

master 
walk-in closet, w/d, central a/c, 
24 hr security,  pool, spa,gym, 

tennis, AVAILABLE NOW! 
$2150 month to month.

(310)714-2151.

For Rent

2802 Santa Monica Blvd.

310-828-7525

RENTALS  AVAILABLE
NO PETS ALLOWED

SANTA  MONICA
827 15th St. $1350

Upper 1 bed, 1/2 block to
Montana, fresh paint, 

laundry room

1224 12th St. $1500
Lower 2 bed, 1.5 baths, new 
carpet, new blinds, balcony

3124 Colorado $1995
3 bed, 2 bath, new carpet,
new fridge, garage, patio

OFFICE  SPACE
2918 S.M. Blvd. $525
Small 2nd floor space,

approx. 230 SF, 1 parking,
flex terms

2808 S.M. Blvd. $600
Ground floor rear office,
approx 300 SF, 1 parking

BRENTWOOD
WLA/MAR  VISTA
10908 S.M. Blvd
West LA, $800

Upper single, fridge & stove,
near UCLA & Century City

11856 Rochester,
West LA, $1075

Lower 1bedroom, 
spacious, berber carpet, dish-

washer, balcony

649 Barrington 
Brentwood $1250
Upper 1 bed, remodeled

kitchen, new carpet, 
new blinds, pool

SALES • RENTALS 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

FOR MORE LISTINGS GO TO
WWW.ROQUE-MARK.COM

ROQUE &
MARK Co.

For Rent
SANTA MONICA $1125 - 
$1250/mo. 2 bdrm, 1 bath, 
stove, refrigerator, gas paid. No 
pets. 2535 Kansas Ave. #105, 
and #207  Manager located at:
Apt. #101. Available now.

SANTA MONICA $1100, 2 bed-
rooms, patio, washer hookups, 
new tile, parking included, 
month to month, lower unit.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1300/mo. 2 
bdrm 1 1/2 bath, upper, carpets, 
blinds, refrigerator, stove, laun-
dry, parking, no pets. 9th Street 
North of Wilshire. (310)456-
5659.

SANTA MONICA $2289, 3+3, 
near Promenade, r/s, hardwood 
floors, fireplace, w/d, a/c, park-
ing available, balcony.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $825, studio, 
refrigerator, laundry, bright, very 
nice unit, lots of closets, new 
lighting.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $895, 1+1, 
laundry, convenient location, 
new floors, parking & some util-
ities included.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA 1244 11th 
Street unit A/D $1450/mo. $200 
off move-in. Stove, carpet, 
blinds, balcony, laundry, no 
pets. (310)393-6322.

SANTA MONICA 1318 Euclid 
#1, 1 bdrm, 1 bath, private pa-
tio, pets negotiable, $1395/mo.
(310)395-1495.

SANTA MONICA 2 bdrm 1 
bath, no pets. 2301 Ocean Park 
Blvd. #4 $1495/mp. (310)372-
4374.

SANTA MONICA Nortth of Wil-
shire. Prime location, upper 1 
bdrm, 1 bath. Private deck, 
breakfast nook, hardwood 
floors, paid utilities, backyard.
$1495/mo. (310)395-1495.

WLA $1285 spacious 2 bdrm. 1 
3/4 bath. Near Bundy/SM Blvd.
Large closets, fireplace & park-
ing. Small building. (310)828-
4481.

Houses For Rent
SANTA MONICA $1050, bun-
galow, 1+1, chaming unit, hard-
wood floors, month to month, 
bright.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1620, 
charming duplex,2 bdrms, prvt 
patio, dining room, pet ok, r/s, 
hardwood floors, yard.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $2225, house, 
3+2, pet ok, blocks to beach, 
r/s, hardwood floors, fireplace, 
laundry, large patio.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

WLA HOUSE for rent 3 bdrm 2 
ba, great location. $3K/mo.
(310)455-2415.

Roommates
2 BDRM 2 1/2 bath w/garage in 
Santa Monica, 4th & Wilshire 
area. Mature female  preferred 
$800/mo. Utilities paid.
(310)395-8365.

SANTA MONICA $550, prvt.
bdrm., r/s, dishwasher, hrdwd 
flrs, laundry, walk to everything, 
parking and utilities included.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com
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Roommates
SANTA MONICA $637, prvt 
bdrm, r/s, hardwood floors, 
large closets, laundry, quiet 
area, month to month.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $675, private 
bdrm and bath, beach close, 
prime location, r/s, bright, dish-
washer, large closet.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

Commercial Lease

SANTA MONICA
OFFICES

310.395.4620
$1450.00 AND UP..

• CHARMING MEDITERRANEAN STYLE
• NEAR PROMENADE - WINDOWS OPEN
• GARDEN COURTYARD BUILDING
• TELEPHONE SYSTEM INCLUDED
• NEW PAINT AND CARPET
• FURNISHED AVAILABLE
• SHORT OR LONG TERM
• PARKING INCLUDED
• 2 TO 4 ROOMS
• AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY

MDR SHARE space. New suite, 
4 space in small Law Firm. Law 
Library, Conference Room, Re-
ceptionist, Copier, DSL, Parking 
Available, 90 Freeway close.
Starting at $750. (310)553-
0756.

SM/OCEAN PARK: room avail-
able in well located Chiropractic
& Acupuncture office 3 days 
per/wk $500/mo. Jasmine 
(310)392-9596.

Commercial Lease

Specializing

in Leasing 

& Selling

Office &

Industrial

Buildings
Christina S. Porter
Senior Associate

310-440-8500 x.104

SANTA MONICA 1427 THIRD 
STREET PROMENADE 900 
SQ/FT OFFICE/CREATIVE 
SPACE. SHARE KITCHEN.

INCLUDES DSL, HIGH 
CEILINGS. $2000 PER 
MONTH. AVAILABLE 

DECEMBER 1 OR SOONER.
CALL 310-458-7737 X104

SANTA MONICA retail store for 
lease. 1740 Ocean Park Blvd.
Approx. 600 sq/ft. remodeled, 
skylights, finished concrete 
floors, a/c. Good for clothing, art 
or books. $1500/mo. (310)753-
2621.

Real Estate

AGAPE ESTATES
Pride of Ownership

Homes and Units
Realtor and Developer

Call Today
310-745-4847
Buy or Sell Tomorrow

Real Estate Wanted
MOTIVATED BUYER: I buy 
houses, any area, any price, 
any condition .
Call (310)422-4933 .

SINGER-
SONGWRITER/CHILDRENS-
AUTHOR NEEDING nice 2 
bdrm-rental in S.M. by Jan 1st 
that accepts section-8-vouch-
er. Must be ground-floor and 
have a/c rent not over $1700.
Will commit years-lease. visit  
www.JoshuaCrawford.com 
Call (432)697-7989 or email:
iamlookingforaplacetolive@
yahoo.com with amenities.

Storage Space
GARAGE FOR rent storage on-
ly $125/mo. at Franklin & Santa 
Monica (310)586-6490.

STORE YOUR car, secured ga-
rage. Ocean Park Area $50/mo.
(310)450-4451.

Massage

BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal 
your body, mind, spirit. Thera-
peutic, Swedish, Deep-tissue.
Energy balancing. Strictly non-
sexual. Introductory specials 
from $50.00/1hr. Lynda, L.M.T.
(310)749-0621

EXPERT THERAPUTIC Swed-
ish, Deep tissue, sports mas-
sage. Fully licensed/certified, 
first hour session $35. Jeremy 
(310)570-7403.

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong 
and tender relaxing bodywork 
by mature European. Professio-
nal Lady Sonja (310)397-0433.

FULL BODY Swedish to light 
fingertip massage by classy Eu-
ropean therapist. Serious call-
ers only. (310)826-7271.

OCEAN THERAPY: nice relax-
ing massage Spanish & Asian 
Staff (310)899-3709.

OLIVIA FULL body massage.
Smooth, thorough, divinely re-
laxing by beautiful, mature 
woman. Professional & licensed 
$120/hr. $80/ 1/2  hr. (310)915-
5519.

REVITALIZE & Rejuvenate.
Body, Mind & Spirit with a ther-
apeutic Swedish/Deep-tissue 
massage. Laura (310)394-2923  
(310)569-0883.

STRONG & SOOTHING Deep-
Tissue Therapy. Intro:
$35/70min. Non-sexual. Will al-
so trade. Paul: (310)741-1901.

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE,
Swedish, Accupressure, 
Deep-tissue, Sports Mas-
sage, Reflexology. For apt 
call Tracy at (310)435-0657.

Massage

SWEDISH 
MASSAGE

I AM A MASSAGE  
STUDENT NEEDING 

CLINICAL HOURS FOR 
MY

CERTIFICATION.
NO CHARGE! 

DONATIONS ACCEPTED!
FOR MORE INFO CALL
JORGE HERNANDEZ
HOME (310)391-0630
CELL (805)455-4739.

Announcements
COME SUPPORT Daybreak 
Designs, a grass-roots business 
venture for women in transition.
Quality handmade arts in time 
for the holidays. Daybreak Shel-
ter, Friday December 5th, 11-7 
and Saturday December 6  9-3.
1610 7th Street/Colorado.
(310)450-0650.

Business Opps
ABSOLUTE GOLDMINE! 60 
Vending machines with excel-
lent locations all for $10,995.
(800)234-6982.

LOCAL VENDING route 60 ma-
chines. Locations  included, all 
for $10.995. (800)509-7909.

Fitness

ALL LEVEL TRAINER
Outdoor, Gym, Fat Burning 

Techniques.
Will Get You 
Motivated! 

www.PumpUpTheBody.com 
First session free!

$ 45/hr. References Available
(310)804-5576

in Santa Monica

1335 B 4th St.
310-917-1371

The Power to Amaze Yourself.™

GET 50% OFF THE
SERVICE FEE

Offer valid 7/15/03 thru 11/30/03
*Based on first visit enrollment, minimum. 12 months c.d. 

program. Service fee paid at time of enrollment. 
Not valid with any other offer.

Have Fun Getting
FIT By the BEACH

Inquire About Our Way to
Wellness Program! Exercise,

Eating & Stress Management … 
All In One Great Program!

Located at the Loews
Santa Monica Beach Hotel

310-842-5657
www.globalfitnesssolutionsonline.com

Feel Better…Lose Weight…Improve your Health!

TAI CHI/I-CHIUNG classes in 
Santa Monica call for info.
(626)429-6360.

DENTAL
EMERGENCY?

UCLA Parkside Medical

2428 SANTA MONICA BLVD., SUITE 303 • SANTA MONICA

• Evening hours + emergency services
• Root Canals, Crowns, Veneers
• 20+ years of experience
• UCLA Graduate
• Most insurances accepted
• Cosmetic Dentistry

Dr. David Taft, DDS

310-315-3676

Services
A1 CONSTRUCTION, framing, 
drywall, electrical. 30 years in 
this area. Free estimate.
(310)475-0497 or (310)415-
7134.

AN EXPERIENCED dealer/me-
chanic undertakes brake jobs, 
$40 + parts. (818)780-5609.

B.C. HAULING clean-up; all 
types big truck; hydrolic liftgate 
-small truck. No Saturdays.
(310)714-1838.

BEST MOVERS
No job too small

2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ.

Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193

PICTURE FRAMES custom 
made by professional (310)980-
2674.

Services
CARTOONIST/PHOTOGRA-
PHER  WILL come to your par-
ty. $50 & up.. Also art instruc-
tion. Ted. (310)936-5129.

GET ORGANIZED!
for filing system set-ups,

unpacking from a major move,
uncluttering closets and 

other homes/office paper 
management problems, etc.

HIRE A PROFESSIONAL 
ORGANIZER!

Call Christine Cohen:
310-274-4988

Member: National Association of Professional Organizers

Services

GUTTER
CLEANING
Get ready for the rain
310-475-0864

HEAD SHOTS. Price includes 
shoot fee, contact sheets, nega-
tives & expenses. $250.
www.randphoto.net (310)395-
0147.

HOME THEATER AND MUSIC:
system design, installing and 
troubleshooting. 16 years expe-
rience with audio/video sys-
tems, satellite, cable, telephone 
and computer networks.
(310)450-6540.

“JENNY CAN CLEAN-IT”
fast, reliable. We take care of 
your cleaning, own transporta-
tion. $40 (818)705-0297.

PAINTING TOP QUALITY Li-
censed. A&A custom. Interior 
And Exterior . Free Quote.
(310)463-5670 .

Services
JUAN’S LANDSCAPING. Tree 
trimming and removal, brush 
clearance, sprinklers, sod, 
maintenance, clean up and 
hauling. Lic # 818789.
(310)720-6833 .

MARCO TELECOM: Phone 
jacks, installation & repair. Re-
wiring phone line, splitting busi-
ness. (310)301-1926, pager:
(310)351-7673.

NBM CONSTRUCTION
Room Additions, Remodel,

Electric, Plumbing, Carpentry
(888) 420-5866 

Lic#745354

VANCE
Pro Astrologer/Psychic

in Depth & Accurate Readings
By Appointment in Venice

310-915-5519

Services

NOTICE TO
READERS:

California  law requires that 
contractors taking jobs that
total $500 or more (labor or 

materials) be licensed by the 
Contractors State License 

Board. State law also requires 
that contractors include their

license number on all 
advertising.You can check the 

status of your licensed 
contractor at www.cslb.ca.gov 
or 800-321-CSLB. Unlicensed 

contractors taking jobs that
total less than $500 must state

in their advertisements that 
they are not licensed by the 
Contractors State License 

Board.

SEX THERAPY Enhance re-
lationships, intimacy & de-
sire. Surrogates & Training 
available. AASECT Cert.
Bryce Britton, MS (310)450-
5553

SMART CLEANING for all your 
cleaning needs. Top quality 
products. Residential & com-
mercial. (310)676-1456.

SUPERIOR PAINTING/WALL-
PAPERING FREE ESTIMATE.

INSURED/BONDED 
LIC#426413 25/YRS EXPERI-
ENCE. LOW PRICES. HIGH 

QUALITY. HOLIDAY
SPECIALS (310)398-6060.

TOWN & Country Builder. Ma-
sonry work, concrete, drive-
ways, brick, stone wall, patio, 
tile. State/Lic. 441191 (310)578-
7108.

Services
WALLPAPER REMOVAL &

INSTALLATION
wall texture/ painting Glenn’s 

Wallpaper Service. Get Ready 
For The Holidays 
(310)686-8505.

When You Get Ready to Fix Up, Call Us!

NED PARKER 
CONSTRUCTION

Bonded & Insured • Lic#658-486
PAINTING • CARPENTRY • ROOFING

CONCRETE • ELECTRICAL

323.871.8869

Business Services

HOW can you get the power 
of email working for your 
business?

Great Big Noise
www.greatbignoise.com

Computer Services
COMPUTER HELP: Your office 
or home. Typing, tutorial, Micro-
soft Word, Excel, Access, inter-
net navigation, software instal-
lation. Also, notary public serv-
ices. (310)207-3366

LA TECHNICAL SERVICE spe-
cializing in wired/wireless net-
works, software, hardware, 
websites, training, courseware 
& relational databases 10% off 
for new customer (310)948-
3014.

MAC & PC repairs tutoring, 
software & hardware wireless 
networking. Upgrade, phone (in 
house)support.
www.concepts.org 
(310)902-6001

PPrroommoottee  yyoouurr    bbuussiinneessss  iinn  tthhee  SSaannttaa  MMoonniiccaa

Massage

Fitness
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A FAMILY OF DEALERS

By The Associated Press

■ LONDON — George Harrison’s first guitar — “a
real cheapo’’ his parents gave him — has sold at auction
for more than $469,200. 

The guitar was part of an annual Beatles sale by
music memorabilia firm Cooper Owen, conducted this
week at the Hard Rock Cafe in London. Bids were taken
at the cafe, by phone and on the Internet. 

Harrison’s father spent about $5.95 for the Dutch-
made Egmond guitar. In “The Beatles Anthology” book,
Harrison described it as “a real cheapo, horrible little
guitar but it was OK at the time.’’

Another guitar, which Harrison gave to his late friend
Spike Milligan of The Goons, sold for about $25,500. 

Auction items also included autographed photos, a
contract to play a club show and a corduroy coat that
John Lennon once wore. 

■ LOS ANGELES — Leonardo DiCaprio is urging
elected officials to reduce American dependence on oil
and slow global warming. 

The 29-year-old actor and conservationist narrated an
online film called “Global Warning’’ as part of an
Internet campaign organized by Global Green USA, an
affiliate of Green Cross International. 

The campaign, which began this week, asks people to
oppose the energy bill that’s under debate in Congress
by signing a “Pledge of Allegiance to American Energy
Independence.’’ The bill would provide $23 billion in
tax incentives and includes measures to produce more
coal, oil, natural gas and nuclear power. 

The “Titanic’’ star said people should use energy
more efficiently by supporting renewable energy
sources such as wind and solar power. 

In the film, DiCaprio criticizes elected officials who
“gained too much money and power off our addiction to
oil’’ as being resistant to change. 

“We must demand a separation between oil and
state,’’ he says. “We can vote for leaders who care about
protecting your health, the air and the environment.’’

DiCaprio owns two hybrid cars powered by both gaso-
line and electricity, said Global Green president Matt
Petersen, who worked with DiCaprio on the campaign. 

■ LOS ANGELES — A photographer who allegedly
used topless photos of Cameron Diaz in an attempt to
extort $3.3 million from her must stand trial, a judge ruled. 

John Rutter of Los Angeles is scheduled to be
arraigned Dec. 8 on felony charges of attempted extor-
tion, attempted grand theft, forgery and perjury. 

“This wasn’t simply a case of someone calling and
saying, ‘Hey, I just came across these photos from 11
years ago, do you want them?’’’ Superior Court Judge
Michael Luros said Thursday. “This was someone say-
ing, ‘Pay me $3 million or else.’’’

Rutter’s attorney, Ron Richards, said his client had a
signed release and the right to sell the pictures, which
were taken during a 1992 photo session. 

Rutter has been free after posting $250,000 bail. 
Prosecutors allege that the 41-year-old had no right to

sell the photos and forged the actress’ signature on a
photo release form. 

A detective in the district attorney’s office said earli-
er during the preliminary hearing that the “majority’’ of
the 20 photos depicted Diaz topless. 

Prosecutors said Rutter demanded the money in a
June meeting with the 31-year-old actress at her attor-
ney’s office. Detective Brian Bennett also testified that
Diaz told him in an interview that Rutter threatened to
sell the photos to a European group for $5 million. 

Rutter was negotiating with Diaz and offered her
right of first refusal before trying to sell the photos, his
attorney said. 

Rutter’s apartment was raided and authorities seized
the photos, which are being kept in a safe deposit box. 

Diaz, whose films include “There’s Something About
Mary’’ and “Gangs of New York,’’ also has sued Rutter
in civil court to keep the photos from being published. 

■ CHARLOTTE, N.C. — It’ll be pop and circum-
stance at UNC Charlotte’s graduation ceremony next
month, with Clay Aiken among the graduating class. 

The “American Idol’’ runner-up will pick up his
diploma Dec. 20, his publicist said. And for only the
second time in the school’s seven-year history, gradua-
tion guests must have tickets to attend. Each ticket will
be printed with a bar code and scanned at the door to
prevent the use of counterfeits. 

The university already has heard from television
entertainment shows interested in attending, UNCC
spokesman Tony Hoppa said. School officials will meet
next week to determine how to accommodate the media. 

Hoppa also said Aiken has asked not to perform at the
ceremony and declined a seat on the stage, saying he
wants to sit with his fellow students. 

“He really desires to come back just as Clay Aiken,’’
Hoppa said Thursday. “He doesn’t want to inconven-
ience the rest of his classmates. He doesn’t want to
inconvenience the rest of the college.’’

Aiken will, however, be able to invite more guests —
including family, friends and business associates —
than most students, Hoppa said, and they’ll attend as
guests of the chancellor. Other high-profile students,
such as the senior class president and student speaker,
can do the same. 

“That’s not a unique thing because of Clay,’’ Hoppa
said. 

Aiken, 24, is finishing an independent study course at
UNCC now, his last requirement toward a bachelor’s
degree in special education. 

The last time UNCC issued graduation tickets was in
1997, Hoppa said, when crowds were large and before
the school began scheduling two ceremonies.

Harrison’s ‘horrible little guitar’ is sold for $469K


