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Santa Monica artist Anthony Schmitt created a
shopping cart Christmas tree at the Edgemar
shopping center at 2435 Main St. The tree is con-
structed of 61 shopping cars and stands 29 feet
high.The artist chose the carts as a symbol of this
country’s abundance and its downtrodden, who
sometimes use the vehicles to transport their
belongings. The tree, which will be completed with
ornaments, will remain at Edgemar through Jan. 1.

Design consultants urge city
to think ‘small’ downtown

BY ANDREW H. FIXMER
Daily Press Staff Writer

A team of consultants urged Santa Monica officials
and residents Sunday to think about the small places
downtown that can be improved.

Approximately 50 Santa Monica city officials,
activists and residents attended the Third Street
Promenade Uses Task Force meeting on how downtown
Santa Monica can be better redesigned to remain a
viable economic center. !

They were told by consultants from Project for Public [§%
Spaces, a New York City-based firm hired by the city to
help guide the redesign efforts, that Santa Monica needs
to liven itself up by focusing on creating small workable [
public spaces. The city is paying the consultants
$54,000 to assess the downtown.

Workable spaces should be social and attract people,

Andrew H. FixmrDain Press
. - N h Santa Monica Mayor Mike Feinstein, center, guides
be highly accessible, have multiple and complimentary esigents and city officials Sunday on how the city

uses and activities and be comfortable and beautiful, the
consultants said.
Task force members were shown a photo montage of

could better redesign Second Street.
“We’re designing our communities around parking

other cities around the world to illustrate what works

and how Santa Monica measures up.

and traffic instead of creating the public spaces we all

See DOWNTOWN, page 5

City looks for transit solutions

BY ANDREW H. FIXMER
Daily Press Staff Writer

Frustrated with rampant traffic
congestion, about 125 supporters of
a proposed light rail line gathered
Thursday to talk about mass-transit

The meeting brought residents,
elected officials and mass-transit
planners with the Los Angeles
County Metropolitan Transportation
Authority together at the Ken
Edwards Center to discuss plans for

solutions.

a proposed light rail line that would

Santa Monica’s small claims court goes dark

Disputes will still be heard
alongside traffic contests

BY JOHN WOOD
Special to the Daily Press

Betrayed, cheated, lied to — for years
the wronged sought justice in a tiny Santa
Monica courtroom.

From David-and-Goliath kind of law-
suits to matters of principle so divisive they
pit old friends against one another, the most
impassioned battles have been fought in this
cramped, out-of-the-way room that sits
across the hall from juvenile court.

There has been a lot of compromise
reached here, too. Not just the strong-armed
judgments of “Judge Judy” and “The People’s
Court,” but real negotiations between sincere
parties with genuine grievances.

Now it’s gone dark.

Department U in the Santa Monica

Courthouse, also known as the Byron Y.
Appleton Honorary Courtroom, has served
as the people’s small claims court for more
than 18 years.

But with a statewide budget shortfall
forcing drastic measures, that all has
changed. As part of a countywide plan that
closed 29 courtrooms Nov. 1, Appleton’s
courtroom has fallen silent.

Some of the cases heard here over the
years were petty, but others carried far more
weight than their $5,000 price tag.

A movie director suing studio execs over
copyright infringement, a coalition of tenants
taking on their laggard landlord for with-
holding security deposits, a blue-collar cou-
ple uncovering a pattern of forgery in the dis-
barred lawyer they hired to represent them.

Along with the courtroom closures, Los
Angeles bade farewell to the dedicated judge
pro tem program, which for years allowed
volunteer lawyers to be the workhorses in the

county’s most rambunctious courtrooms.

Small claims trials in Santa Monica are
now bunched together with traffic disputes,
with both being heard by Commissioner
Donna Groman, who recently transferred
from the Clara Shortridge Foltz Justice
Center downtown.

While many regret the loss of the pro tem
program, Santa Monica Superior Court
Presiding Judge Alan B. Haber said the
changes were unavoidable.

“The budget has been the engine that has
driven this change,” he said. “The court just
needs the staff to be used elsewhere.”

By hearing traffic and small claims in
one courtroom, the courthouse will free
Department U’s clerk for substitute assign-
ments. No other jobs will be lost in the tran-
sition. Caseload and day-to-day operations
will not be affected, Haber said.

run from downtown Los Angeles to
Santa Monica.

Officials de-briefed interested
residents on the status of the plan,
called the “Exposition Light Rail
Project,” which they said is only
lacking in funding at this point.

A blueprint allocating federal
dollars for transportation projects
over the next six years will be
approved early next year in which
millions of dollars could be given to
fund the light rail.

The plan is both highly recom-
mended by the Metropolitan Transit
Authority and the Federal Transit
Administration in Washington, but
the fight for the federal dollars
remains fierce in these budget-tight-
ening times.

“There is very little money avail-
able anywhere these days,” said
planning commission chairman
Darrell Clarke, who is involved with
Friends4Expo Transit. “So you use
it where it can be best utilized, and
sending a light rail line down the
incredibly congested Interstate 10
corridor is an incredibly good use.”

And Clarke said that’s why it’s so
good that many residents turned out
for the meeting, which was attended

See SMALL CLAIMS, page 6

See TRANSIT, page 5
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@ARIES (March 21-April 19)

@@  Though you believe you’re crystal clear,
you might not be. Air out problems. Discuss
issues. Help others feel that they are part of the
decision-making process if you want better end
results. Know when to put a halt to spending.
Create more togetherness. Tonight: Get into the
holiday spirit.

@TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

[mm Making your point could be nothing less
than challenging, to say the least. Understand
much more of what you need to happen. Your
loose and easy style helps others relax and under-
stand what might be needed. Tonight: Drop in on
an older relative.

@GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

[mm Reach out for loved ones who want to
gain a better perspective. Don’t get stuck in neg-
ative thinking. Rather, flow with opportunities.
Keep smiling no matter what might be going on.
Your instincts guide you with a trip. Tonight:
Seek out information.

@CANCER (June 21-July 22)

[mm Aim for more of what you want. A part-
ner might support you just for form, even if he or
she might not grasp the whole story. Understand
how much trust this person gives you. Think in
terms of gains. Tonight: Where the crowds are.

u# LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

[  Others, specifically a key associate, man-
age to confuse things. What is new about this pic-
ture? Let go of trying to control all the different
people in your life. You will be happier, and so
will they. The only person you can control is you.
Tonight: A must show.

@VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

[ Your emotional makeup gets tested, with
confusion coming at you from left and right. True
to form, you should be able to detach and gain
perspective. You also might giggle yourself sick
for hours, once you see the big picture. Now isn’t
that easier? Tonight: Rent a movie.

JACQUELINE BIGAR'S STARS
The stars show the kind of day you'll have:

-Dynamic [
[ -So-so O-Difficult

-Positive [ -Average

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

[ Your playfulness takes you in a new
direction, but the question remains: Just how far
off the beaten path do you want to go? Ultimately,
you’re the only one who can decide. A trusted
friend or colleague might toss cold water on your
wildness. Tonight: Anchor via a friendship.

@SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

iy Others certainly present you with a
plethora of opportunities. You also might not be
getting the whole story. Worse yet, you might not
care or want to hear it. Be a bit of a cynic, even if
you want to relax and be agreeable. Tonight: The
party could go to the wee hours.

@SAGITT/—\RIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

[m What you hear might not be what others
are saying. Sort through your reality by asking
more questions, if you so choose. Some of you
might just decide to close your door and get into
work — also not a bad idea. Tonight: Soak away
stress in a hot bath.

@CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

[ It might take all your imagination to
puncture some sense into another’s wild tale. It
might not be deception, but a case of an overly
active imagination. Focus on those around you
and a more dynamic approach with colleagues.
Tonight: Use care with funds.

@'AQUARlus (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

[m How you see a situation might be more
of a case of wishful thinking. Of course, this
might be all right if you don’t want anything
more in your life. Could you, in some form, be
taking away from your opportunities? Be realis-
tic. Tonight: Playtime.

@PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

m Express what’s on your mind more
often. You might not have the answers, but just
need feedback. Express your willingness to
explore alternative options. What heads your
way could be most special. Tonight:
Brainstorm with a buddy.

T4 QUOTE of the DAY

“What do you give the man
who has everything? Penicillin.”

— Jerry Lester

NEW ON TAP:

STELLA ARTOIS BELGIAN PILSNER

HAPPY HOUR 4-6pm
Monday thru Friday

Open Thanksgiving Day!

2pm-Midnight

Turkey Dinner with all the trimmings

PLAN YOUR NEXT PARTY
ON THE PATIO

2911 Main Street *» Santa Monica ¢ 11:30am - Midnight Mo
braryalehouse.com
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From the people’s court in the Santa Monica Courthouse

By John Wood

A lesson from the tutor

A Playa del Rey tutor taught the parents of her pupils a lesson after they refused
to pay her bill.

Katie Fisher, a credentialed teacher who works as an after-school tutor, sued Cheri
Noda of Marina del Rey, saying Noda refused to pay for Fisher’s services.

“She had been very dependable at first,” explained Fisher, who was paid in cash
after each of her first two visits, minus $10 when Noda said she didn’t have change.

Noda had agreed to pay $50 per session for Fisher’s one-hour, twice-weekly ses-
sions with her son and daughter. But after six sessions, Noda had paid only the $90.
On two additional occasions, Noda left notes outside her home apologizing that her
children were not available for their scheduled tutoring.

Superior Court Judge John H. Reid, sitting in for an ill Commissioner Donna
Groman, ruled against Noda, who did not appear in court, for $260 plus court costs.

If the sweater fits, pay for it

Posh Montana Avenue retailer Lori Innes of Giselle must pay Brian Cousins,
owner of Suss Design, for a shipment of sweaters delivered October 30, 2001.

“(They) basically stopped payment on this check and then closed the account,”
Cousins told the court. “It was very crafty.”

Lori Innes of Giselle did not send a representative to court.

Superior Court Judge John H. Reid ruled against the upscale women’s boutique
for $958 plus court costs. The judgment amount represented the $848 cost of the
sweaters, a $25 fee Cousins paid to his bank when the check bounced and interest
accrued over the past year.

A Hollywood jobh, Northridge-style

A Beverly Hills woman sued her movers last week after they failed to reimburse
her for an entertainment center they damaged in August.

Keara Daly, who hired Northridge-based Hollywood Moving & Storage for her
move from Santa Monica to Beverly Hills, asked the court to award her $625, the full
value of the damaged furniture.

“I was in a different room talking to one of the movers when I heard a loud crash,”
said Daly, who had two movers help transport her things. “I guess (the other mover)
was assessing how it would be moved.”

Daly said the movers, who did not appear in court, stonewalled her when she tried
to collect reimbursement.

“The manager’s response is that he doesn’t have any record (of the move), and
that the employee’s been fired,” she said. “It’s the most bizarre story.”

“I just wanted to reach some agreement with them,” added Daly.

Superior Court Judge John H. Reid ruled against the movers for $356 plus court
costs, the estimated amount it will cost to repair the damaged entertainment center.

a west by northwest swell on the decline.

Bay locations pick it up best.
southern spots.

some onshores in the afternoon.

Location Monday
County Line 2-3'[Fair
Zuma 2-3'[Fair
Surfrider 2-3'[Fair
Topanga 2-3’/Fair
Breakwater 3-4/Fair
El Porto 3-4’/Fair

Today’s Special:

Daily Specials come with
french fries + drink

.

Information compiled by Jesse Haley
‘We should see a trend of moderate surf this weekend, with
Breaks throughout the county look about waist-high today,

mostly with some plus sets in the chest-high range. = T'd "
Today we see the arrival of new swell out of the northwest. | | Sgaas | es
The new swell is expected to improve Sunday, when best

northwest exposures could see shoulder high waves.
Most of L.A. will miss the steep angled swell, but South
By Sunday there should be consistent chest-high surf at

Wind conditions look light, better in the mornings, with
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More movies are produced in
India than in Hollywood.
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* Fresh Ingredients
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— Amerien Oaline Poll
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own backyard.™
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Now that Measure EE, the $300 par-
cel tax that the Santa Monica-Malibu
Unified School District board hoped
would inject some needed cash into the
public school system, has failed at the
ballot box, and SMMUSD Supe-rinten-
dent John Deasy has described the dis-
trict’s financial situation as “catastroph-
ic,” things aren’t looking too good for
teachers and students alike.

But there has been talk that the district
may put another measure before the vot-
ers during a special election in March,
and teacher layoffs, student bus fee hikes
and classroom size increases, among

other things, may be avoided.
So Q-line wants to know:

“Should the voters bail out the
school district and ensure the public
education system won’t suffer? Or
should the school board find a way to
tighten their belts during these lean
economic times just like everyone?”

Call (310) 385-8106 with your
response before Thursday at 5 p.m.
We’ll print them in Friday’s paper.
Please limit your comments to a minute
or less; it might help to think first about
the wording of your response.

Quality & Valug dlways!

Since 1967
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OPINION

LETTERS

Beware of bikers

Editor:

The opinion letter of Jeanette Ross in last week’s SMDP resonates with my own
personal experience in connection with sidewalk bicycle riders. When exiting the
driveway where I live about a month or so ago, I had a clear path up to the top of the
ramp and ascended and was watching for traffic heading in the direction in which I
wanted to make a turn on to the busy street. Suddenly, I heard yelling, and turned to
my right to see two teenagers, one female mounted on her bicycle and the other a male
who was off his bike.

T was stunned to see them, since there was no one in sight when I ascended the ramp.
I got out of my car, and they both continued yelling at me and shouting what will the
boy do now, indicating that his bicycle, now laying on the ground to the side of my car,
was his only form of transportation. I was so upset, and so taken aback, but also
relieved that the young man was all right. I then asked him to pick up his bike and show
me that it was damaged. He did, and it appeared to be damaged, but I am not even sure
of that. I never once thought about the fact that they were breaking the law by riding
on the sidewalk, against the flow of traffic, and personally felt responsible.

The truth is, however, that he hit me. We resolved the matter, and it was only after
some time had elapsed that I began to feel I had been set up. I kept going over and
over it in my mind, trying to figure out how it could have happened. I also began won-
dering about the laws regarding riding bicycles on the sidewalk. So I called the police,
and they said it is against the law, and that both of the teenagers could have been cited.
I attempted to file a police report, but the police would not take the report. I told them
that a friend just told me that she knows of a location where kids do this intentional-
ly so that their parents can sue, but that did not phase the officer, and he, in fact, said
that we do not have that problem where I live.

Not too long after that, I was existing an alley from the parking lot of a shopping
center between 14th and Euclid streets on Wilshire Boulevard in my car, when, all of
a sudden, across my path, passed a man riding his bicycle on the sidewalk.
Fortunately, I was going slow enough to avoid him, but he startled me, and I wanted
to let him know that it is illegal, but I did not say a word.

Then, coincidentally, today, as I was walking northbound in the pedestrian walking
path in Palisades Park, suddenly from behind me came a man on a bicycle heading in
the same direction as I was, riding on the sidewalk, against traffic, and I told him that
it is against the law to ride on the sidewalk. He insisted that it was not, and I repeat-
ed it, and he told me not to tell him what to do in a very hostile manner.

Furthermore, in the street, on both sides of Ocean Avenue, adjacent to the park, are
clearly marked bicycle paths. I had reason to believe that he might have been home-
less because of the large black plastic trash bag he was carrying on the handle bars of

his bicycle, but I cannot be certain of that.
So I have had these experiences with bicycle riders riding on the sidewalk both
behind the wheel of my car and as a pedestrian.
Julia Reeves
Santa Monica

Feinstein should win an award

Editor:

Assuming the quote is accurate (“Internal Slate Politics...,” Daily Press 11/13/02),
there can be no doubt that Michael Feinstein wins this year’s award for disingenu-
ousness, bad faith and dirty politics in Santa Monica. As one of “Abby’s people” who
“bullet voted” for her at this summer’s convention of Santa Monicans for Renters
Rights, I find it amazing for Mr. Feinstein to now claim that the SMRR endorsement
of Abby Arnold was illegitimate.

In choosing to vote for only one candidate instead of three at the convention, I was
expressing my choice that it was most important for Abby to be one of the three endorsed.
That did not mean that other candidates were not worthy. It was a tactical decision on my
part, within the rules, to ensure that my preferred candidate would prevail.

How is that democratic choice — to forego two of my votes — “illegitimate?”
How is that “stealing the convention?” Surely an advocate of alternative voting sys-
tems, such as Mr. Feinstein, can appreciate such tactical voting, especially since he
and his supporters did the same thing in 1994 and 1996. Of course, maybe if your side
wins, then it’s different.

On the other hand, signing and distributing a “hit piece” at the SMRR convention
which claims that a candidate is unworthy of consideration based on distortions of
that candidate’s record — that’s okay?

Attempting to guilt-trip convention attendees into voting for one’s favored candi-
date because of her ethnicity, as Mr. Feinstein did in his oral remarks at the SMRR
convention, that’s also okay?

Openly campaigning for a defeated candidate, who happens to be a fellow Green
Party member, in opposition to the endorsed SMRR candidate, thus splitting the vote
and helping to re-elect Bob Holbrook — also okay?

Who is kidding whom?

SMRR and its current leaders have some soul-searching to do in the next two years.
Abby Arnold’s campaign renewed a lot of people’s faith in SMRR's potential; it
would be a shame if that potential is subverted by so-called “progressives” who claim
to support democracy, but only when the votes go their way.

Brad Jones
Santa Monica

Opinions expressed are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to
the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given
to those that are e-mailed to sack@smdp.com. All letters must include the author’s name and telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices
located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite 202, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.

Be in the middie of it allf

Professional offlce space avallable on the Third Sitrect Promenade.

950 square feet of office space conveniently located downtown, awalk away from shops, restaurants and
the beach. Bright cffice space with high cellings, natura light, two large private offices and a spacious
reception area. Quiet locatioh with a shared kitchen. New paint and carpet. Parking. Avalable now.

Call (310) 458-7737 ext. 104
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Task force sent to the street
for downtown’s answers

DOWNTOWN, from page 1

want,” said Fred Kant, president of the
consulting firm. “When you concentrate
on small spaces, you create places that
work for people that use them but also for
the pedestrians that are just passing by.”

To illustrate their point, the crowd was
split into five teams and sent to specific
spots throughout the downtown to look
for the characteristics that make a space
“workable” and to figure out how the
space could be improved.

The groups were sent to their assigned
locations and returned to the meeting an
hour later to report on their findings, which
the consultants will include in their final
report on how to improve the downtown.

Kant urged the groups to think about
what should be done and let the bureau-
crats work out how to accomplish it later.

Many of the groups reported that areas
of downtown didn’t draw pedestrians or
felt disconnected from the rest of the city.
They recommended the city redesign parts
of Second Street and Ocean Avenue to
make them more pedestrian friendly, make
the Promenade more accessible to the
streets on either side of it and incorporate
more vending carts and food merchants.

While the groups were assessing their
assigned spots downtown, one task was to

ask residents what they thought about the
area and what could be improved.

“We’'re designing our
communities around
parking and traffic instead
of creating the public
spaces we all want.”

— FRED KANT, PRESIDENT,
Project for Public Spaces

In Palisades Park, near the intersection
of Broadway and Ocean boulevards, a
woman who declined to give her name
said she like to go jogging in the park in
the morning, but she said the park felt too
dangerous to use at night.

“If it seemed a little safer, I would stop
and use it more,” the woman said.

Jim, a homeless man who gave only
his first name, said he thought the park
was a great place to sit.

“But it needs to be cleaned up a little
better,” he said, “and the bathrooms could
be nicer.”

Expo Line: wem mm

Santa Monica may have
long wait for MTA light rail

TRANSIT, from page 1

by representatives of Congressman Harry
Waxman (D-West Hollywood), Con-
gresswoman Maxine Waters (D-Los
Angeles) and several members of the state
Legislature.

Clarke said residents made a strong
impression on the officials that there is a
definite desire for the light rail project to
be completed.

“Elected officials are always curious
about where the public support is going,
and I think we impressed upon them that
if people will turn out for a meeting on a
Thursday night, they’ll go the distance to
support the light rail line,” he said.

The line would run along what is
known as “Exposition Corridor,” roughly
paralleling and adding the equivalent
capacity of up to two more lanes to the
Santa Monica Freeway, which is the No. 1
congested freeway in the nation.

“It won’t solve our traffic problems,
but it’s a piece of the solution,” said Santa

Monica City Councilwoman Pam
O’Connor, who is also an MTA board
member.

“We can dedicate buses and lanes, and
we’re reconfiguring lanes, but here’s a
corridor that we have that can be used
purely for transit,” she said. “Light rail
carries more people.”

Already the MTA has committed to
building part of the light rail project from
downtown Los Angeles to the intersection
of Robertson and Pico boulevards in
Culver City.

But the second half of the project,
which would extend the light rail line to
Santa Monica, is still under investigation.

O’Connor said there still isn’t an
agreement about which path the possible
line would take to reach Santa Monica.

“When we get that phase completed,
we’ll need to come to some agreement
about the alignment, but there is still a lot
more to be done before we get to that
point,” she said.

In addition to the rail line, the tracks
would incorporate a boulevard-like set-
ting of trees and bike paths.

“It would be a park-like setting,”
Clarke said. “I think it’1l be very beautiful
and a welcome addition to every commu-
nity it passes through.”
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Sense of humor needed
in the people’s court

SMALL CLAIMS, from page 1
UNREST IN THE PEOPLE’S COURT

This little courtroom has seen a lot of
fights.

Businesses have folded, relationships
dissolved and, on a few occasions, blows
have even been thrown.

Lois Tietz, a retired Santa Monica
small claims clerk for 13 years, said the
fireworks often came when least expect-
ed, as in the case of two Santa Monica
small businessmen who came to court
over a simple contract dispute.

Both sides were well-mannered and
quiet, Tietz said, and appeared to be seek-
ing an amicable resolution to a fairly
mundane business misunderstanding.

A mutually agreeable judgment was
entered, the parties politely thanked the
judge and left the courtroom. So did the
bailiff. Tietz and the pro tem, thinking
nothing out of the ordinary, started on
their daily paperwork.

But a few minutes later, an excited
courthouse staffer burst into the court-
room. He said the two men had lost their
tempers, locked fists and were fighting
their way up and down the hallway.

“The plaintiff probably thought he got
a little better deal and he decided to let the
defendant know that,” Tietz said. “Then
the next day, the defendant was back,
wearing a neck brace, filing a claim of his
own.”

Other times the tension in Appleton’s
courtroom was all consuming, like the
case of a local brawl that ended up in
small claims, Tietz said.

Cops were called out to a movie theater
after two patrons started throwing punch-
es in the middle of a show.

One of the men, a young actor, wound
up with a ripped shirt and a black eye.

The other gentleman, unhurt, said he
attacked because the actor came on to his
wife. But the actor, whose blind date was
sitting to his right, said he inadvertently
brushed against the man’s wife, sitting on
his left, because he was nervous and his
legs were twitching.

The actor sued his attacker for $5,000,
saying he missed an audition because of
the unsightly injury and was humiliated in
front of his blind date.

“He lost his job, his shirt and his girl-
friend,” Tietz said. “And when the poor
kid saw the guy in court, he lost his head,
too. He started another fight.”

That’s when the bailiff stepped in. The
actor was reimbursed for medical expens-
es and the cost of his shirt, but not for the
missed audition or the humiliation he said
he suffered in front of his date, who
refused to see him again.

LAWYERS PUT ‘HUMAN FACE’
ON PROCEEDINGS

Before the transfer of Commissioner
Groman, a different pro tem heard small
claims trials in Santa Monica each day.

Some of the pro tems were unforgiving
and efficient. Others were painstakingly
particular. But whatever the style — one
pro tem earned a reputation for his Aloha
shirts and sunglasses — each one brought
a unique perspective to the bench.

Ron Papell, a West Los Angeles per-
sonal injury attorney who served on the
bench for four years, said he’ll miss put-
ting a human face on the legal system.

“Unless you’re a masochist, who wants
to go in front of Judge Judy?” he asked,
adding that small claims is often the pub-
lic’s sole point of contact with the courts.
“You want to encourage mediation,
explain your rulings and be reasonable.
Not embarrass people or talk down to
them.”

Papell, who once referred to himself as
a disgruntled comedian, depends on his
sense of humor to keep parties comfort-
able.

One of his cases involved a man who
sub-let a room in his apartment to an
attractive young woman. Her rent was late
one month, so the man broke into her
room while she was showering.

She sued for invasion of privacy. The
man countersued for the rent money, late
charges and “a bunch of other stuff”
thrown in to make his case more credible,
Papell said. Tensions in the courtroom
were high.

“I asked the guy in court, ‘Did you
think you would get the money from her
in the shower?’” mused Papell.
“Fortunately, we were able to fashion a
resolution.”

After some back-and-forth arguing,
Papell denied the man’s claim and asked
the woman to pay a discounted rental fee.

PLAYING JUDGE KEPT
LAWYERS ON THE BALL

Lawyers are forbidden in small claims
court.

As a result, show-business moguls sit
side by side with show-business
wannabes, mansion owners next to home-
less people and business owners next to
service workers — each without benefit
of whispering counsel.

The mix can make things weird. And
pro tem judges, not necessarily accus-
tomed to the role, had to learn quickly:

¢ Two blue-haired senior citizens,
ready to duke it out over $20, being pulled
apart by a bailiff.

* A pro tem accepting testimony via
cell phone from a Las Vegas casino.

* A man, armed with a worm- and lar-
vae-infested bag of walnuts, demanding
of the court, “Why won’t anyone test my
nuts?”

Sticky situations arose frequently and
judges had to stay on the ball.

“You don’t have a lot of time. You
don’t have research,” said Donald Burris,
a Los Angeles civil litigation lawyer who
recently spent his 100th day as a judge pro
tem. “You have to act quickly.”

Jane DuBovy, a Pacific Palisades attor-
ney and 12-year veteran of the pro tem
program, said the experience forced her
into an active, decision-making role,
which helped her professionally.

“It’s too bad that attorneys aren’t going
to be offered this opportunity to really get
their hands into the raw system,” DuBovy
said. “Too often, we’re isolated with all of
the meetings, details and schmoozing.”

DuBovy always ruled on cases while
the parties were present in court, and
never took matters under submission.
People came for a ruling and that’s what
they should get, she said.

Peter Steinberg, a civil litigation attor-
ney who volunteered as a judge pro tem
for 17 years, said he was disappointed to
learn pro tems were making way for a

See SMALL CLAIMS, page 8
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In the game of life, Halle
Berry is an overachiever

BY SEAN DALY
Special to the Daily Press

BEVERLY HILLS — When the
weight of the world becomes a bit over-
whelming, Halle Berry likes to reach for a
Payday candy bar and her favorite paint-
brush. “I paint all kinds of things: people,
scenery, still life,” she reveals, flashing a
movie star smile from ear to ear. “It’s a
great form of self expression ... and a fan-
tastic stress reliever.” Not that Berry, 36,
has much to be worked up about these
days. After collecting a Best Actress
Oscar for “Monster’s Ball” in March, the
former high school cheerleader and run-
ner-up to the Miss USA crown takes on
her biggest role to date — as “Bond Girl”
Jinx, a highly trained NSA assassin — in
the new 007 adventure “Die Another
Day,” opening this weekend.

It’s a role she almost died for — liter-
ally. As Berry tells it, she began to choke
on a piece of freshly cut fig while rehears-
ing a steamy love scene with co-star
Pierce Brosnan. “I guess I was being a lit-
tle too sexy for my own good,” the actress
giggles during her first interview of the
morning at The Four Seasons Hotel. “I
pulled out this knife and was trying to
give the air of ‘Danger, Danger,’ so I start-
ed cutting this fig and it got caught in my
throat.” That’s when Brosnan, wearing
only his briefs, came to the rescue. “I gave
her a whack on the back,” he explains.

Such are the days when Berry most
looks forward to relaxing at the Los
Angeles estate she shares with R&B
singer Eric Benet, her husband of nearly
two years, and 10-year-old India (Benet’s
daughter with Tami Stauff, who died at
age 25 in 1993). “When you are with a kid
or with a child, you get to just play and
have fun,” she beams. “I get a good dose
of love every day when I go home. It’s
better than any drug.”

It’s also a nice antidote to Berry’s fre-
netic work schedule. Since completing
production on “Die Another Day,” the
5°7” Cleveland native has lined up six
new projects, including a modern day
remake of the Pam Grier classic, “Foxy
Brown.” “I am usually scrimping and
scraping and trying to figure out what I
am going do next,” she admits. “Now I
have some choices and people are going
take me more seriously when I say I want
to produce.”

The younger of two daughters born to
Jerome, an African American hospital atten-
dant, and Judith, a Caucasian psychiatric
nurse, Berry has always been a classic Type-
A overachiever. As a senior at Bedford High
School in 1984, she was a member of the
National Honor Society, class president,
and, yes, even prom queen. “They accused
me of stuffing the ballot box because this
school has never had black image of beauty
before,” Berry remembers. “I didn’t want to
be the only black kid. I wanted to be like
everybody else.”

Berry, a graduate of Cuyahoga
Community College, talks candidly about
the need to fit in and the role it has played
in shaping who she is today. As a teen,
she remembers: “I became whatever
(other kids) wanted me to become, so that
they would like me. If it’s being the
clown, then I’m the class clown. If it was
getting straight A’s so I could fit in with
the smart kids, that’s what I would do. I
was like a chameleon.”

Halle Berry

It’s only in the last few years that Berry
— a diabetic, who was insulin-dependent
for more than six years before turning to
holistic medicine — has truly grown com-
fortable in her own skin. She has done so
partly with the help of psychotherapy.
“My mom had me in therapy when I was
10,” she shares, candidly. “She was a psy-
chiatric nurse in a hospital, so I have
always used therapy as an outlet to create
an objective opinion.”

“I am usually scrimping
and scraping and trying
to figure out what | am
going do next. Now | have
some choices and people
are going take me more
seriously when | say |
want to produce’”

— HALLE BERRY
Actor/model

Another big part of Berry’s confidence
comes from a guy named Oscar. She was
nominated for the industry’s most presti-
gious award just weeks after beginning
work on “Die Another Day,” but Berry
insists she would have signed on for the
role even after taking home the gold stat-
ue. “I saw Jinx as empowering,” she
explains. “I got to be sexy and strong at
the same time.”

The film includes a sequence showing
a bikini-clad Berry wading ashore in a
silent homage to Ursula Andress’ “Bond
Girl” Honey Rider, from the 1962 classic,
“Dr. No.” That scene, shot in Spain during
unseasonably cold weather, left a firm
impression on her co-stars. Asked for his
fondest memory during filming, Brosnan
jokes: “Halle coming out of the surf is
way up there!”

For the most part, Berry remains cov-
ered up in the rest of the film. Not that the

See BERRY, page 8
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County shuts down pro tem program in Santa Monica

SMALL CLAIMS, from page 6

commissioner.

“It was a good thing to have many dif-
ferent members of the bar preside over
these hearings,” said Steinberg, who once
led parties in an auto-accident dispute to
the courthouse parking lot to inspect dam-
ages first-hand. “It’s a real education.”

APPLETON: A ‘WISE AND
CARING’ MENTOR

Steinberg was close to Byron Y.
Appleton, a local lawyer who for years
spearheaded the small claims cause. In
1999, Steinberg and a handful of others
presented an ailing 68-year-old Appleton
with a plaque commemorating his ongo-
ing commitment to the community.

A month later, Appleton died of
leukemia. The plaque was mounted on
Department U’s wall and the little court-
room was formally dedicated in his honor.

Appleton, who was at the helm as the
small claims limit grew from $1,000 to its
current level of $5,000, was widely regard-
ed as the champion of the people’s court.

He authored a small claims manual to
supplement the formal one mailed out
from Sacramento. He coordinated semi-
nars and ongoing education. He gave
awards and held special functions.
Appleton even did all the scheduling for
the pro tems himself.

“It was a huge, enormous job,” said his
retired clerk Tietz, who now volunteers
for Kaiser Permanente. “This all came in
a time when the courts were really broke,
and Byron really gave his all.”

Pro tems remember him fondly, too.

Burris described Appleton as “a lovely
human being.” Steinberg called him a
“wise and caring person.” And Papell
referred to Appleton as a “very, very
sweet and dedicated man.”

“He genuinely cared about the commu-
nity,” Papell added. “He was the kind of
person you wanted to put on a pedestal.”

DAY-TO-DAY CONTINUES
UNCHANGED

Though small claims trials are now
heard down the hall in Department T
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under Commissioner Groman, caseload
and just about everything else will remain
the same, according to Judge Haber.

“Our court is constantly watching the
correlation  between caseload and
staffing,” he explained. “There’s no cost
to Santa Monica whatsoever. No addi-
tional bench officers are being brought to
the district.”

Los Angeles County currently receives
state funding for 591 officers, which
includes judges, commissioners and judi-
cial referees.

Some have questioned if combining
small claims and traffic might be too
heavy a caseload for one court. Before the
switch, Santa Monica’s small claims court
heard up to 20 cases a day, and the traffic
court heard as many as 30 arraignments
and eight trials on a daily basis.

Though Commissioner Groman hears
all 58 items each day — 24 in the morn-
ing and 34 in the afternoon — she remains
optimistic.

“We’ll just have to run an efficient
courtroom,” she said. Groman also served
as a pro tem during her 17-year career as
a child custody lawyer before taking the
bench downtown five years ago. “This
truly is the people’s court. People with
righteous claims. I think it’s a great
opportunity.”

Both Groman and Haber expressed

Berry knows

gratitude for the dedication pro tem
judges have shown the Santa Monica
Courthouse over the years. Pro tems not
only volunteer their time, but also pay
themselves for the ongoing education
required to serve.

“We’re very grateful for their volunteer
work,” said Haber, who explained that the
court will continue to use pro tems when
judges are sick or on leave.

Though many pro tems regret they
won’t be a daily part of the small claims
proceedings anymore, most are looking
ahead.

DuBovy, whose son is autistic, will
continue her work with A2Z Educational
Advocates, a non-profit organization that
helps parents secure education for kids
with special needs. Papell, an art collec-
tor, will coordinate an effort to decorate
the lecture halls and libraries of
Southwestern Law, his alma mater, with
contemporary works. And Steinberg plans
to spend more time throwing a baseball
with his son.

Before stepping down from the bench,
Steinberg had a message for the commis-
sioner, who is on track to meet some of
Santa Monica’s more flamboyant and
engaging characters in the months ahead.

“Have a good sense of humor,” he said,
laughing. “You’re going to need it.”

what it’s like

to have a scrutlnlzed llfe

BERRY, from page 7

actress, who appeared topless in both
“Swordfish” and “Monster’s Ball,” has any
problems with nudity. “I have always
thought the naked form was beautiful and
graceful,” she says. “In fact, every piece of
art, every sculpture in my home is of an
unadorned body. I realized it was my fear of
being judged — especially here in America
— that is why I hadn’t done it before.”

Benet, 35, doesn’t seem to mind his
wife’s sexy on-screen persona either.
These days he’s more concerned about
tabloid rumors that the couple’s marriage
may be on the rocks. Berry’s relation-
ships have been in and out of the head-
lines for years. One ex-boyfriend, she has
said, hit her so hard she lost 80 percent of
hearing in one ear. (She has a hearing aid,
but rarely wears it). She also filed a
restraining order against ex-husband
David Justice, a professional baseball
player, during their bitter divorce in
1997. Later that year, Berry met Benet
following one of his concerts. They
secretly married in 2001, and today the
actress declines to discuss their marriage
or clear up any rumors.

Berry is, however, surprisingly candid
about the much publicized traffic mishap
for which she was charged with “leaving
the scene of an accident” and ordered to
pay $13,500 in fines and perform 200
hours of community service in 2000. “I
couldn’t speak out about it for a long time
on the advice of my lawyers,” she
explains, crediting the incident for help-
ing her become more comfortable with
herself. “During that time, I had to let the
rumors swirl, I read the headlines and I
heard the jokes. I realized I have always
been so concerned with what people
thought about me. I wanted them to like
me. But during this time I couldn’t do
what I normally do — speak out and

Halle Berry as ‘Jinx’ in upcoming film,
‘007: Die Another Day’.

change their minds.”

“Now I realize that I survived,” she
continues. “The ones who always sup-
ported me did, and the ones who didn’t
like me or support me still didn’t. And
they never will. So why should I care?”

Berry knows she is not the only
celebrity to be placed on trial in the court
of public opinion. That’s why she reached
out recently to friend and neighbor
Winona Ryder. “As luck would have it,
she lives on the corner of my street,”
Berry explains. “So I left her a couple of
notes along the way. I don’t know what
really happened with her, and I haven’t
followed it that closely, but I know what
it’s like to have the public shine a light on
your head.”
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WWII Japanese-American camps seek preservation

BY TOM HARRIGAN

Associated Press Writer

LOS ANGELES — Just one of the internment camps
where 120,000 Japanese-Americans were held during
World War II has come under a National Park Service
program, prompting an effort to seek preservation status
for what remains at the other nine camps.

The preservation efforts were outlined during a three-
day All-Camps Summit which ended Sunday.

The series of workshops included participation by at
least 400 Japanese-Americans forced to live and work
behind barbed-wire and guard towers between 1942 and
1945 while considered possible security risks.

Organizers also expressed the urgent need to gather as
much information about the camps as possible from sur-
viving internees who are now mostly in their 70s and older.

“We’ve been losing so many members,” Daisy Used
Satoda, who spent her high school years at the Topaz
camp in Utah, told the Los Angeles Times prior to the
weekend gathering. “That’s why we want to get things
into print.”

“Hopefully the sansei (third-generation Japanese
Americans) and the yonsei (fourth-generation) will con-
tinue to tell the story,” said Eddy Kurushima, who spent
time at the Jerome internment camp in Arkansas before
entering U.S. military service. “But after that, I don’t
know what will happen.”

Efforts to preserve and in some cases reconstruct the
Manzanar Camp, 200 miles north of Los Angeles, have
been the most successful so far. Fifty buildings are still
standing from the 1,300 built to house entire families
brought there, mostly from Southern California.

Other preservation efforts are at work for other intern-
ment camps in Idaho, Utah, Wyoming, Colorado,
Arizona and Arkansas.

Early opposition of local veterans’ groups to preserva-
tion plans at Manzanar were deflected when supporters
invited a member of the 442nd Regimental Combat unit
of Japanese-Americans who fought in Europe in World
War II. He told of the 442nd’s liberation of the Dachau

concentration camp in Germany.

“It’s probably one of the most important parks in the
national system (because) ... it tells a different story, one of
social justice,” said Frank Hayes, the National Park Service
superintendent at the Manzanar National Historic Site.

Hayes noted that current National Park Service prior-
ity focuses on the $5 billion backlog of maintenance and
repair for buildings, roads, trails and other facilities at
existing parks.

State and national officials continue to study the pro-
posed preservation of as much of the internment camps
as possible, including 13 centers in California where
internees were assembled and held while the camps were
being prepared.

The uphill effort to get state and national designations
and funding for preservation of Tule Lake camp in
Northern California has made some progress.

Jimi Yamaichi, 80, of San Jose, helped build many of
the structures at the camp that housed 19,000 persons. He
said a jail he helped build, the only one in the internment
system, is now falling apart.

The jail’s interior walls still bear poetry and cries for
help written by prisoners held there, said Tule Lake
Committee president Pat Shiono.

At an area high school, the donation of 30 about the
books Japanese internment saga led to inclusion of its
history in the school curriculum, Shiono said.

A few years ago while researching how land where
Tule Lake once stood was parceled out in a postwar lot-
tery, Yamaichi said he met a farmer whose opposition to
preservation was obvious.

“I’m a redneck. I still have a rifle in my car and I can
use it,” Yamaichi said the farmer told him.

Senator Feinstein says FBI hasn’t
answered questions about Berkeley

By The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — Sen. Dianne Feinstein says
she wants a congressional hearing to find out whether the
FBI used unlawful methods of obtaining information
from the University of California, Berkeley five decades
ago, a newspaper reported Sunday.

Feinstein said she asked the bureau to respond to
activities it allegedly used on campus during the 1950s
and *60s following a June 9 article by the San Francisco
Chronicle. Feinstein has said the article pointed to “sig-
nificant misuses of FBI power.”

She said the FBI failed to respond adequately to her
inquiries in a five-page letter she received last week.

“I found the response frankly disappointing in its
inadequacy,” Feinstein told the Chronicle.

Feinstein is a ranking member of the U.S. Judiciary
Committee, which oversees the FBI. Her inquiry drew

support from Congress and on campus.

A spokesman for FBI Director Robert Mueller
reached late Sunday declined to comment.

Following a 17-year legal fight involving Freedom of
Information Act requests, the Chronicle reported the
bureau, among other things, worked to have then UC
President Clark Kerr fired, worked with the CIA to pres-
sure the Board of Regents to get rid of liberal faculty and
gave then-Gov. Ronald Reagan’s administration informa-
tion that could be used against campus protesters.

The letter Feinstein received did not address whether
the FBI worked to remove Kerr, but it said he had been
investigated five times only after the White House
requested it when he was being considered for a federal
job or to receive access to classified information.

Kerr was fired in 1967 and has told the Chronicle he was
surprised to learn about the FBI’s alleged involvement.
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To loyalists, foes, bin Laden engulfed in myth-making mist

BY CALVIN WOODWARD

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — Osama bin Laden
has a fatal kidney disease. Unless it is dia-
betes. Or kidney stones.

He fought with distinction on the front
lines of the Afghan war against the
Soviets. Unless he made a petulant nui-
sance of himself and was tolerated only
because he brought cash and road-build-
ing machines.

He snatched his trademark rifle from
the cold, dead hands of a Soviet general,
proving his prowess as a fighter, it is said
in some quarters. In other quarters, it is
said he knows little more about the gun
than how to hold it.

This most wanted of men is among the
least understood. Each phantom sign has
only stoked the enigma. Now comes a
disembodied voice on a tape that is
believed to be his.

There he is, say admirers, bin Laden
undead, seemingly invincible and sticking
it to America once again.

But listen to those strange beeps on the
tapes, say others, hopefully. Could that be
a dialysis machine, life support for a fee-
ble dying man?

Myth-making and mystery surround
every ounce of information about the ter-
rorist leader known variously as Osama
bin Muhammad bin Laden, Usama bin
Laden, the Prince, the Emir, Abu Abdallah,
Mujahid Shaykh, Hajj, the Director, the
Contractor, and still more names.

“The fact we haven’t been able to find
him just builds the myth,” said Michael S.
Swetnam, co-author of a book profiling al-
Qaida, and chairman of the Potomac
Institute for Policy Studies in Arlington, Va.

Each cunning escape or lucky break, he
said, only feeds the belief that “that man
and his followers must truly be blessed by
Allah.”

Bin Laden is the Saudi-born son of a
Yemeni-born construction magnate, an
outcast among more than 50 children. Bin
Laden made his name helping the Afghan
resistance, bringing in heavy equipment to
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cut roads and tunnels and build hospitals
and supply depots in the late 1980s.

Yossef Bodansky, a terrorism adviser
to the U.S. government, opened a file on
him 20 years ago, when he learned of the
“dedicated and very serious young man.”
Bin Laden will go far, he believed then,
without knowing which direction.
America was interested in dedicated
opponents of Moscow at the time.

Exiled from Saudi Arabia in 1991 for
his political opposition, bin Laden and his
nascent al-Qaida terrorist organization
went after the United States, its interests,
its people and anyone who got in the way.

“The urgent thing was communism
but the next target was America,” bin
Laden said of that transition, adding
years later: “Hostility toward America is
a religious duty, and we hope to be
rewarded for it by God.”

By his own words, bin Laden was so
tranquil in the face of danger that he once
fell asleep during a bombardment from
Russians 100 yards away. “I was never
afraid of death,” he said.

By another account, that of then-BBC
producer John Simpson, bin Laden was so
incensed by the presence of Simpson’s
Western film crew during an attack on
Russian positions that the lanky Arab
offered an Afghan truck driver the equiv-
alent of $300 to run down the journalists.

The Afghans merely laughed, Simpson
recalled with relief, and bin Laden “ran
off to one of the mujahedeen’s sleeping
quarters and threw himself onto one of
the beds, beating his fists on the pillow in
frustration.”

Former business associates claim to
have seen bin Laden beardless and in
Western suits in his days working for the
family enterprises before he his days as an
Islamic fighter and terrorist.

They remember him as an unsettled
figure, cowed by his older, playboy broth-
er, Salem, an avid pilot and fluent
English-speaker who died in 1988 when
his light aircraft crashed into power lines
in San Antonio.

U.S. officials have abetted the mystery,

* Broadway and Lincoln Boulevard
* Broadway and 10th Street

« Santa Monica Boulevard and Lincoln Boulevard
+ Lincoln Boulevard and Broadway Avenue

« Colorado Avenue and Second Street

attributing acts to him in the early 1990s
that he may have only cheered after the
fact; missing him with missiles; apparent-
ly missing him again in the Tora Bora
mountains; running a propaganda cam-
paign that included dropping leaflets over
Afghanistan with fake photos of him
without his beard.

“We’ve played into his hands all the
way,” Swetnam said.

There are even accounts of him booz-
ing and womanizing in Beirut in his youth
but they have been passed through the
West with a whiff of wishful thinking,
originating with a man who purported to
be his barber then.

Adherents believe they know a differ-

ent bin Laden: a selfless guardian of the
faith, a rich man living without adorn-
ments, a fighter of superpowers.

Adding to the enigma is a host of mal-
adies he is said to bear, at various times
terminal kidney disease, terminal cancer,
diabetes, kidney stones, hypochondria,
blood disorders, missing toes. What is
known for sure: He has walked with the
aid of a stick and, for a man under 50, has
looked older than his years.

Swetnam said al-Qaida’s deadly 1998
attacks on U.S. embassies in Africa and the
Clinton administration’s response — a
failed attempt to kill him with cruise mis-
siles — were transforming events for the
terrorist.

Laws not stopping gay couples
from saying vows in Nevada

By The Associated Press

LAS VEGAS — Nevada refuses to
recognize same-sex marriages, but that’s
not stopping gay couples from saying
their vows in Las Vegas wedding chapels.

Despite Nevada voters’ overwhelming
support of a constitutional ban on gay
marriage earlier this month, the symbolic
ceremonies still take place every day, the
Las Vegas Review-Journal reported.

The unions hold no legal weight, but
same-sex couples say that does not mean
they are meaningless.

“A holy union looks very much like a
wedding,” said the Rev. Jay DiCotignano
of the American Catholic Church in
Nevada, an independent church that does
not frown upon homosexuality or female
clergy. “It is something that very clearly
has a value. It means the relationship has
moved to another level.”

In 1995, DiCotignano and his partner,
Jayson, already had been together for five
years, and they wanted to get legally mar-
ried. They couldn’t, so they pledged
themselves to each other in a holy union,
a church ceremony similar to a wedding.

Four years after the wedding, the 42-

year-old DiCotignano felt a spiritual call-
ing and joined the priesthood. Now, he
regularly performs holy unions for gay
couples, many of them from out of state.

Anita McFarlin, who has worked at the
Viva Las Vegas Wedding Chapel for about
two years, said gay marriages account for
a small portion of its business.

“A lot of them are from out of town,”
she said, estimating 5 percent of the 400
ceremonies at the chapel each month
involves a gay or lesbian couple.

The civil commitment ceremonies do
not bother gay marriage foes, said
Richard Ziser, chairman of the Coalition
for the Protection of Marriage.

“We really don’t pay much attention to
it at all,” he told the Review-Journal. “If
they want to have commitment services,
that’s fine by us. As long as the law does
not recognize them.”

That attitude irks many gay couples,
but Las Vegas tourists Susan Maven and
Tina Elrod said they realize there is little
they can do about it.

“We pay taxes,” Elrod said. “We work.
‘We go grocery shopping. We do just about
everything a heterosexual couple does.”
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INTERNATIONAL

Israel’s army takes over
Hebron; Sharon’s gov’t
debates tougher steps

BY RAMIT PLUSHNICK-MASTI

Associated Press Writer

HEBRON, West Bank — Prime
Minister Ariel Sharon toured the place
where Palestinian gunmen mowed down
12 Israeli guards and soldiers, and indi-
cated Sunday that troops would seize land
from Palestinians to better protect Jewish
settlers there.

The Palestinian attack on Friday pro-
voked outrage in Israel and led to a
renewed Israeli military takeover of
Hebron. Hard-liners in Sharon’s Cabinet
demanded a tough response.

Sharon said Sunday that Israel would
bolster the tiny Jewish settlements in
Hebron by linking four small enclaves
with the neighboring Jewish settlement of
Kiryat Arba to the east, Israeli radio sta-
tions reported.

That means Israel probably would have
to take land where Palestinians live, a
move that would face massive resistance.
There was no word on how Sharon
planned to link the settlements, and offi-
cials in Sharon’s office did not return
phone messages seeking comment on the
reports.

About 450 Jewish settlers live in
enclaves near the center of Hebron, a city
with about 130,000 Palestinian residents.
Several thousand settlers live in Kiryat
Arba, about a half-mile away, and tens of
thousands of Palestinians live between
them.

Sharon toured the site with Defense
Minister Shaul Mofaz and top army com-
manders as army tanks rumbled through
the empty streets that Israeli troops con-
trol again. The army has arrested at least
40 Palestinians since Saturday and again
has imposed a curfew, military officials
said.

At a Cabinet meeting, Foreign Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu renewed his call for
expelling Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat,
while Sharon again rejected the proposal,
as he has several times in the past.

“Arafat himself is often engaged in
financing and launching the terrorism,”
Netanyahu said. “If any of us still clings
to the illusion that we can deliver the task
of protecting Israeli lives to the
Palestinian Authority, this is an illusion.”

Other Cabinet members also want
Sharon to take stronger action. But
Sharon has said he must weigh several
factors, including the U.S. desire to con-
trol regional tensions as it seeks Arab sup-
port for a possible war against Iraq.

The liberal Israeli newspaper Haaretz
expressed the sense of despair some
Israelis feel after more than two years of
violence that shows no sign of ending.

“It is a hopeless war of attrition on both
sides,” the newspaper said in an editorial
Sunday. “So long as Palestinians do not
draw appropriate conclusions about the
pointlessness of continuing terrorism, and
so long as Israel offers them no hope in
the political channels — the killing will
go on.”

According to Palestinians, Israeli
troops have taken over seven homes to
use as lookout posts and have demolished
two homes of suspected militants of
Islamic Jihad, the group that carried out

the attack.

Israeli Housing and Construction
Minister Natan Sharansky also said Israel
might build additions to the Jewish settle-
ments to connect the settler areas, which
include the Tomb of the Patriarchs, a site
holy to Jews, Muslims and Christians.

“We have to build settlement contigui-
ty between Kiryat Arba, the Tomb of the
Patriarchs and the settlement community
in Hebron,” Sharansky told Army Radio.

Netanyahu signed a 1997 peace agree-

Jassim Mohammed/Associated Press

ment when he was prime minister that Iragi soldiers watch while a U.N. bus full of U.N. employees enters the United

divided Hebron into Jewish
Palestinian sectors. He said Sunday that
he considered the deal canceled because
of Palestinian attacks there.

Israeli troops moved into Hebron and
other West Bank cities in June following a
series of Palestinian suicide bombings.
Such moves reduced, but did not halt,
Palestinian violence, and prompted criti-
cism that Israel was imposing harsh
restrictions on ordinary Palestinians, who
often were unable to go to work or school.

The army pulled out of Hebron three
weeks ago, saying the area was calm.
Across the West Bank, the withdrawal
was followed by new Palestinian attacks.

Meanwhile, Jewish settlers placed
three shipping containers in a vacant lot
near the scene of the Friday night shoot-
ing, saying they were establishing a new
Jewish outpost in Hebron. “Death to
Arabs,” read the graffiti spray-painted on
one of the containers, which will be used
as makeshift homes, the settlers said.

“This is our place. It’s our land. If we
don’t occupy it, they will, and they’1l kill
us,” said one woman at the site, who
refused to give her name.

In Jerusalem, about 2,000 people,
many of them settlers, attended the funer-
als for the three civilian security officers
at Kiryat Arba who were killed in the
shooting.

In a village near the Palestinian town
of Tulkarem, an Islamic Jihad activist was
shot and killed by Israeli troops as he fled
his home with his brother, Palestinians
said. The brother, who also belonged to
the militant group, escaped.

The Israeli military had no immediate
comment.

The violence came during U.S. envoy
David Satterfield’s visit to the region. He
was trying to calm the situation, while the
U.S. State Department denounced the
ambush as a “heinous crime.”

Arafat spokesman Nabil Abu Rdeneh
said the Israeli takeover of Hebron was
meant to derail the American efforts for a
cease-fire.

“The continuation of the Israeli mili-
tary escalation is not going to lead any-
where, apart from creating more vio-
lence,” Abu Rdeneh said.

The Palestinian Authority did not con-
demn Friday’s shooting. Its policy has
been to denounce violence inside Israel
but not criticize attacks against Israeli sol-
diers and settlers in the West Bank and
Gaza Strip because the Palestinians want
these areas for a future state.

The 12 Israelis killed and the 14
wounded in the Friday shooting all
belonged to the army, the police or were
local security guards.

and Nations headquarters in Baghdad, Iraq, Sunday.

U.N. inspector: Question
of war or peace up to Iraq

BY GEORGE JAHN

Associated Press Writer

LARNACA, Cyprus — The chief
U.N. weapons inspector landed in Cyprus
Sunday to assemble his team for a return
to Baghdad and said the “question of war
and peace” awaits an answer from
Saddam Hussein.

President Bush has warned that
Saddam faces military action if he fails to
cooperate fully with the inspectors, who
will fly to Iraq on Monday. Saddam faces
a three-week deadline to reveal weapons
of mass destruction or provide convincing
evidence he no longer has any.

Chief U.N. inspector Hans Blix and
Mohamed ElBaradei, overseeing the
International Atomic Energy Agency’s
search for nuclear arms, flew to Cyprus
from Vienna, Austria. They joined about
two dozen other members of the advance
team assembling here to prepare for a
resumption of inspections after a nearly
four-year absence.

“The question of war and peace
remains first of all in the hands of Iraq,
the Security Council and the members of
the Security Council,” Blix said.

Blix, who will lead the overall mission,
said his team was prepared to meet the
challenge of ensuring Iraqi compliance.
But he said he hoped Iraq would not try to
hide anything.

The 74-year-old Swedish diplomat said
inspectors would be taking along much
more sophisticated equipment than was
available when the inspection program
was suspended in December 1998.

“We do of course expect to get tips
from the (U.N.) member states,” Blix
said. “We also have modern equipment
that is superior to what we had in the past.
But...we would like the Iraqis to declare,
and this is an opportunity for them to do
so and we hope that they will seize that
opportunity.”

Bush is insisting on “zero tolerance” of
the Iraqi delaying tactics and deceit which
marked the previous inspection effort.

However, Blix favors cooperation
instead of confrontation with the Iraqis,
and the differences in approach could cre-
ate tension between the inspectors and the
Bush administration, U.N. officials said
Sunday on condition of anonymity.

One official said the Americans are keen

to beef up the mission with staff and equip-
ment Blix may not consider necessary.

“We’re happy for the handshake, but
we don’t want the hug,” said the official,
referring to Blix’s interest in U.S. support
but also in avoiding the appearance that
Americans are running the show.

ElBaradei spoke of “second-guessing”
when asked about pressure from Security
Council members. Blix acknowledged
input from different governments, but
said, “It is we who will decide what to do.”

Although Blix has urged the United
States to provide more intelligence sup-
port for his mission, he also warned over
the weekend of the pitfalls of such coop-
eration, saying in Paris that the previous
inspection mission failed in part because
of its close association with government
intelligence agencies and Western states.

The last inspectors left Baghdad in
December 1998 amid Iraqi allegations that
some were spying for the United States
and countercharges that Iraq was not
cooperating with the teams. Their depar-
ture was followed by four days of punish-
ing U.S. and British airstrikes on Iraq.

Blix and ElBaradei warned Sunday
they would not tolerate attempts to coerce
their staff into surreptitiously sharing
information with governments.

“I can never guarantee that everyone
will be 100 percent in my service,” Blix
said. “But if we find anyone doing any-
thing else, it’s bye-bye.”

In a nod to U.S. concerns, Blix and
ElBaradei said inspections will be tough,
thorough and leave no space for deceit.

“We do not take ‘no’ for an answer,” said
ElBaradei, an Egyptian. “We have to verify
to make sure a ‘no’ is actually a ‘no.”

Blix has said that preliminary inspec-
tions likely will resume Nov. 27, with
full-scale checks beginning after Iraq files
a declaration of its banned weapons pro-
grams by a Dec. 8 deadline.

Blix then has 60 days to report back to
the U.N. Security Council with his findings.

Saddam agreed Wednesday to allow
U.N. weapons inspectors to return to
search for chemical, biological and nuclear
weapons after the Security Council
approved a toughly worded resolution.

Baghdad, however, insisted in a nine-
page letter to U.N. Secretary-General
Kofi Annan that it does not have any such
weapons.
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USC Trojans are starting to get their act together

BY KEN PETERS
AP Sports Writer

LOS ANGELES — It’s taken a while, but the
Southern California Trojans are playing the way Pete
Carroll hoped they would when he took the coaching job
before last season.

“We’re committed and focused right now,” Carroll
said. “Our seniors are doing a great job of leading and it’s
all set up a great game next week against UCLA. We’ve
got to keep the wins coming. We haven’t done anything
extraordinary so far.”

The No. 7 Trojans haven’t exactly been ordinary in
recent weeks, though. After a 3-2 start, they’ve won five
in a row, the last four in dominating fashion.

Fifth-year senior Carson Palmer has finally been liv-
ing up to his early promise, Justin Fargas has emerged as
a fine runner and the USC defense has been solid.

“We’re all getting used to playing together,” senior
safety Troy Polamalu said. “It’s too bad it took this long.”

Having beat Arizona State 34-13 to run their Pac-10
mark to 6-1, the Trojans next play crosstown rival UCLA
on Saturday at the Rose Bowl. USC finishes the regular
season against another rival, Notre Dame, the following
weekend.

Palmer threw for two touchdowns and ran for another,
and Fargas rushed for 125 yards and a TD in Saturday’s
win over Arizona State.

“We try to play with a lot of confidence and stick
together as a team,” said Fargas, a senior in his first sea-
son at USC after transferring from Michigan. “We feel
we can play with everyone. We’ve come together and put
together a winning season.”

S.D. Chargers
defeat S.F. 49ers
in overtime

BY BERNIE WILSON
AP Sports Writer

SAN DIEGO — Steve Christie, one of the NFL’s best
kickers in the clutch, made a 40-yard field goal with 4:11
left in overtime, lifting the San Diego Chargers to a 20-
17 overtime win over the San Francisco 49ers on Sunday.

Christie got his chance because San Francisco’s Jose
Cortez was wide right on a 41-yard attempt. It was
Cortez’s fourth miss in three weeks, including two in reg-
ulation at Oakland on Nov. 3 before he won that game in
overtime with a 23-yarder.

Christie had a 44-yard attempt blocked by Dana
Stubblefield as the first-half clock expired, and kicked a
36-yarder with 5:05 to play to pull the Chargers to 17-10.

The Chargers (7-3), who trailed 17-7 going into the
fourth quarter, rallied to snap a two-game losing streak
and kept pace with Denver for the AFC’s best record.

San Francisco (7-3) blew a chance to pull into a tie
with Green Bay for the NFL’s best record, and saw its
three-game winning streak end.

After Cortez missed, Brees moved the Chargers from
their 31 to the 49ers 22. He threw passes of 19 yards to
Tim Dwight and 18 to Eric Parker, a rookie who made his
first reception to help set up Christie.

Brees was impressive in driving the Chargers to the
tying score, a 1-yard pass to wide-open fullback Fred
McCrary with 31 seconds to play. He completed 6 of 10
passes for 58 yards, including a 23-yarder to Dwight on
the first play.

Two plays before the touchdown, on third-and-goal
from the 8, 49ers rookie cornerback Mike Rumph
grabbed rookie receiver Reche Caldwell’s jersey in the
end zone and was flagged for pass interference, giving
the Chargers first down from the 1.

Brees completed 29 of 50 passes for 336 yards and
two touchdowns, with one interception. LaDainian
Tomlinson, the NFL’s leading rusher, had 88 yards on 24
carries, giving him 1,053 for the year. He also caught
eight passes for 57 yards. Curtis Conway had seven
catches for 152 yards.

San Francisco’s Terrell Owens caught a 32-yard

One thing the Trojans didn’t do the past two weeks is
allow themselves to look ahead to UCLA and Notre
Dame.

Heavily favored against both Stanford and Arizona
State, the Trojans beat the Cardinal 49-17 a week before
defeating the Sun Devils.

“We are tuned in to every game now,” Carroll said. “A
lot of the top teams are struggling at this time of the
year.”

With the Trojans using a balanced attack against

Arizona State, Palmer didn’t have to carry the load with
his passing. He completed 20 of 34 passes for 214 yards
and threw for touchdowns of 18 and 2 yards.

“We’ve had a tremendous schedule and there hasn’t
been a week where Carson hasn’t risen to the occasion
for us,” Carroll said. “He’s rock solid in his resolve.”

Fargas carried 26 times and topped the 100-yard mark
for the second time at USC.

“We want to keep it going because there’s something
special going on here,” Fargas said.

Sunday drivers

The green flag is dropped as driver’s Steve Park, right, Ken Schrader (36), center, and Dave Blaney
(77), left, race Sunday for the start of NASCAR’s Winston Cup Ford 400 at Homestead-Miami Speedway

in Homestead, Fla.

Steve Mitchell/Associated Press

touchdown pass from Jeff Garcia on fourth-and-4 just
before halftime, then had a 76-yard catch-and-run TD
three plays into the second half to give the 49ers a 14-7
lead.

Owens finished with seven catches for 171 yards.
Garcia was 25-0f-43 for 337 yards, with two TDs and
one interception.

Owens, known for his controversial TD celebrations,
was relatively sedate, posing in the end zone after each
TD catch and flexing his muscles.

On his first TD catch, which tied the game at 7, he
blew past cornerback Alex Molden at the line of scrim-
mage, caught Garcia’s pass over his shoulders and
scored.

On the third play of the third quarter, Owens got past
Molden again, caught Garcia’s pass, slipped safety

Rogers Beckett at the Chargers 40 and angled into the
end zone for a 14-7 lead. He stood on the ball with one
foot and flexed his right arm.

Cortez kicked a 24-yard field goal for a 17-7 lead mid-
way through the third quarter.

The Chargers then blew two scoring chances.

A 35-yard touchdown pass to Conway late in the third
quarter was called back after Conway stepped out of
bounds, then came back in to make the catch.

Early in the fourth quarter, Brees moved the Chargers
from their 25 to the Niners 4 in just three plays, but was
intercepted in the end zone by Quincy Stewart. Chargers
coach Marty Schottenheimer covered his head with his
hands on the sideline.

Brees gave the Chargers a 7-0 lead with a 4-yard pass
to Caldwell late in the first quarter.

Texas tumbles in AP media poll;
Miami remains a unanimous No. 1

By The Associated Press

Miami was a unanimous No. 1 in the AP media poll
again, while Ohio State remained second despite a shaky
win and Texas tumbled out of the top 10.

The Hurricanes (9-0), who did not play Saturday,
received all 74 first-place votes and 1,850 points from the
sports writers and broadcasters on the AP panel. Miami
hosts No. 17 Pittsburgh on Thursday night and still has
games left against Syracuse and No. 13 Virginia Tech.

Ohio State (12-0), which struggled to a 23-16 overtime
win at Illinois, had 1,766 points — five less than a week
ago. The Buckeyes are home against No. 12 Michigan on
Saturday needing a victory to clinch a spot in the BCS
national title game in the Fiesta Bowl on Jan. 3.

Miami remained No. 1 in the USA Today/ESPN
coaches poll with all 61 first-place votes, and Ohio State
was second.

Miami and Ohio State are the only unbeaten teams
remaining in Division I-A, and are expected to hold the

top two spots when the Bowl Championship Series
standings are released Monday. Last week, Ohio State
edged Miami for first place by .69 points.

Texas (9-2) was upset by Texas Tech 42-38 and fell to
No. 11 from a co-No. 4 ranking a week ago.

Washington State (9-2) did not play on Saturday, and
remained No. 3, followed by Oklahoma, Iowa, Georgia,
USC, Notre Dame, Alabama and Kansas State.

The Hawkeyes (11-1, 8-0 Big Ten) completed their
regular season with a 45-21 win over Minnesota and
moved up one spot from last week.

Georgia (10-1) also advanced one place after clinch-
ing the SEC East title with a 24-21 win over Auburn.

LSU (7-3) also took a big fall after its 31-0 loss to
Alabama, dropping seven spots to No. 21.

Boise State (10-1), Texas Tech (8-4) and UCLA (7-3)
were the new additions to the poll at Nos. 23, 24, and 25,
respectively. Auburn, North Carolina State and Oregon
dropped out.
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NEWS OF THE WEIRD

by Chuck Shepard

Woman becomes ‘crazy as a loon’

Linda Henning, 48, went on trial for murder in Albuquerque in September, charged as being the dupe
and accomplice of cancer-curing, 2,000-year-old guru Diazien Hossencofft in the murder of his wife, the
late Girly Chew Hossencofft. Henning was described by longtime friends as exceptionally level-headed,
right up until the day she met the charismatic Hossencofft, after which she became "crazy as a loon,"
according to one, in that she believed that reptilian aliens were ready to take over the world, using cryo-
genic pods. (She wrote that reptilian George W. Bush maintains his human visage through "the use of
magnetic fields to create holograms.") Hossencofft has since come clean about his frauds, but Henning
apparently continues to believe.

© 2002 WWW.FUNNYPAPERZ.COM
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CLASSIFIEDS

NEED TO BOUNCE A FEW
IDEAS? Brainstorming
professional will help you
get better ideas. Quick,
easy and friendly.
(310)452-0851

Employment

CHURCH CUSTODIAN, 20 hrs
per week, Monday-Friday eve-
nings-- flexible hours. Some
benefits. $10.50 per hour. Call
(310)829-5436 X100 for an ap-
plication.

INVESTOR RELATION Posi-
tion, commission only, to sup-
port associate producers for PG
Rated movie funding. Applicant
must be familiar with invest-
ments and be comfortable with
contacting business owners on
the phone. Santa Monica loca-
tion. Contact (310)828-4772
ext. 230.

LEADERS WANTED! Commis-
sion only sales. Communica-
tions company rapidly expand-
ing. Make your own hours. Call
(760)213-4430.

WE HAVE a “New Attitude”. If
you are interested in joining our
“winning” team, now is the time
to apply. We are looking for a
handful of RN's & LVN's to join
in the excitement. Please visit
us at 1321 Franklin St., Santa
Monica. Remember our motto.
“Only the best, expect no less”.

PARKING or SPACE for
Modern MOTORHOME
WANTED on vacant land or
beside residence. With or
without utilities. Santa Moni-
ca/Malibu close. Writer/Medi-
tator/Philosopher. Age 59.
Code 4567. Pager (323)433-
4848. E-mail:
zenawake@yahoo.com.

BEVERLYWOOD ADJ.
$1095.00 Large 2BDRM/ 1BA
upper unit in 12 unit bldg.
Fresh paint and carpet. Clean
and bright, 1 car off-street park-
ing, laundry in bldg. 1 year
lease, no pets. (310)396-4443
x102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

MARINA PENINSULA, 2BD/
2BA, 2 car parking on quiet
street. Amazing views. Steps
to beach, shopping & restau-
rants. New paint and carpet,
fireplace, dishwasher, stove. 2
units available. $1,695.00 to
$2,965. (310) 396-4443 x102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

MDR ADJACENT $825.00 Stu-
dio, gated building with gated,
subterranian  parking. Newer
building with courtyard area,
quiet neighborhood. Laundry
room, parking,1 year lease, no
pets. (310)578-9729

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

SM3bdr/3ba.  82718TH  St.
$2,800.00 (310) 453-3341

NEW STUDIO Apartments
available from $1295.00 to
$1355.00. Six blocks from the
beach. Three blocks from Third
St. Promenade area! (310)656-
0311. www.breezesuites.com

SANTA MONICA  $1300.00
2bdrm/1ba, pet ok, R/S, marble,
balcony, gated entry, parking.
Westside Rentals (310)395-
RENT.

SANTA  MONICA  $1800.00
3bdrm/2ba, R/S, hardwood
floors, laundry, high ceilings,
parking, utilities included. West-
side Rentals, 395-RENT.

SANTA  MONICA  $650.00
Beach pad, cozy & quiet, R/S,
carpet, laundry, parking, utilities

included. Westside Rentals
395-RENT.
SANTA  MONICA  $950.00

1bdrm/lba, near beach, R/S,
dishwasher, laundry, carpet,
gated parking. Westside Rent-
als (310)395-RENT.

SANTA  MONICA  $950.00
1drm/1ba, appliances, no pets,
2535 Kansas Ave., #211. Man-
ager in #101.

Santa Monica 1 bedroom.
Brand new building.
microwave,dishwasher, refriger-
ator, stove, berber carpeting,
large balcony, upper corner
unit, parking. Available now.
$1255.00 (310)899-9917  or
(310)666-1442

SANTA MONICA Studio
$775.00 Pet ok, R/S, carpets,
laundry, yard, parking, utilities
included. Westside Rentals
395-RENT.

SM NEW Town Homes! 3 + 2.5.
All applicances, W/D included.
2 parking spaces. Security
building. $2950 to $3250
(310)261-2093.

THE DAILY Press is seeking a
full time circulation manager.
The position requires early
hours (2am to 7am), six days
per week. Candidate must be
motivated, efficient and possess
a desire to win. Must have relia-
ble transportation and clean
driving record. Long term posi-
tion, aggressive pay. Fax re-
sume and cover letter to 310-
576-9913, or call 310-458-7737
x 104.

VENICE $950.00 1bdrm/lba
w/garden, views and parking.
Hardwood floors, new paint. 1
year lease. No pets. (310)396-
4443 ext. 102.

Elly Nesis Compnay, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE $995.00 2bdrm/lba
Bright & airy. Quiet upper unit
w/new carpet and paint. 2 car
parking off street. Close to
beach/shops/restaurants. 1
year lease, no pets. (310)396-
4443 ext. 102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE $995.00 Bright & airy 2
bedroom. Completely remod-
eled, hardwood floors, very
bright. Everything new. 1 year
lease, no pets. (310)396-4443
ext. 102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH $1050.00
Large 1bdrm/1ba w/parking and
pool in courtyard building, close
to beach and restaurants. 1
year lease, no pets. (310)396-
4443 x102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

SANTA  MONICA  $1095.00
House with huge garden, R/S,
hardwood floors, W/D, vyard,
parking. Westside Rentals
(310)395-RENT.

SANTA MONICA  $1700.00
2bdrm/1ba cottage, pet ok, R/S,
patio, hardwood floors, WI/D,
yard, parking. Westside Rentals
(310)395-RENT.

VENICE BEACH $2695.00 Ar-
tist Work Live Historic Brick
Building, 1700 sq. ft. 2 story unit
consisting of a ground floor with
850 sg. ft. and a basement with
850 sq. ft. The ground floor has
12’ ceilings and exposed brick
walls. The basement has 8 ft
ceilings. The building is com-
pletely rehabbed with every-
thing brand new and replaced.
Concrete floors, double glazed
wooden  windows, exposed
brick walls, antique brick patios,
tons of charm. Located one
block from the ocean. 1 year
lease. (310)466-9778.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH $850.00 Sin-
gle wl/lots of charm. 1 block
from the beach. Close to shop-
ping and restaurants. 1 year
lease, no pets. Paid parking
available. (310)396-4443
ext.102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH $995.00
1bdrm/lba, hardwood floors,
1/2 block to beach, all utilities
paid, 1 year lease, no pets.
(310) 396-4443 x102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH Starting @
$2,400.00 Residential loft, com-
pletely renovated. 1bdrm/2ba,
oakwood floors, high ceilings,
rooftop patio, balcony, 2 car
parking, lots of windows, lots of
storage. Great looking unit.
(310)396-4443 x102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

W. LA $950.00 Extra large
lbdrm/lba  w/garden view.
Great centralized location and
private parking. Laundry room,
carpet, private entry. 1 year
lease, no pets. (310)396-4443
ext. 102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

WESTWOOD $1900.00 Town-
house 2bdrm/2.5bath plus of-
fice. W/D inside. New carpet,
painted, security parking, 2
side-by-side. Lots of
storage.(310)820-4681

Houses For Rent

MDR ADJACENT, 2 +2 , fire-
place, dishwasher, stove, large
private patio, new paint and car-
pet in newer gated building with
gated, subterranian parking,
AIC, quiet neighborhood. laun-
dry room, 1 year lease, no pets.
$1,395. (310)578-9729

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

SANTA MONICA $1995.00
House w/spacious newly land-
scaped yard. Completely reno-
vated, with cottage charm,
bright & airy. Pergo & tile floors,
large kitchen, stove, w/d hook-
up, 2 car off-street parking.
Close to beach in quiet neigh-
borhood, next to new park. 1
year lease, no pets. (310)396-
4443 ext. 102

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

SANTA  MONICA  $750.00
Guest House, pet ok, R/S, loft
bed, laundry, parking, utilities

included. Westside Rentals
395-RENT.
WESTWOOD VILLAGE

4bdrm/3.5ba House N. of Wil-
shire in prime location. Hard-
wood floors, lots of charm, very
private yard. 2 car garage. Must
see to appreciate. 1 year lease,
will  consider small  pet.
(310)271-7064.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE = CANALS House
$3,500 3bdrm/2ba, 2 car ga-
rage, canal front patios and
views, fireplace. Great location!
Repainted inside and out, new
carpet downstairs, new woof
trim, new garage door, new
deck, new windows. 1 year
lease. No pets. (310)396-4443
ext. 102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

W. LA $4600.00 5bdrm/3.5bath
Detached guest house wi/bath.
Pool/Jacuzzi. New carpet/paint.
Fabulous location. (310)410-
2816.

Roommates

1318 Second Street, Santa
Monica. Approximately 600
square feet. 2 ocean view offi-
ces w/reception. RTH Manage-
ment (949)916-1430. Parking
available.

Storage Space

DOUBLE CAR Garage! Storage
only. Available December 1st.
Sunset Park area. (310)452-
3131

Vehicles for sale

1994 JEEP Grand Cherokee.
Forest green w/beige interior.
122,000 miles. EXTRA CLEAN!
Original owner, new tires. Kelly
Blue Book wholesale value:
$6,500. Asking price: $5,100.
(310)704-7772.

FANTASTIC!
S.M. SHARE 2bdrm furnish-
ed apt., all utilities paid_in-
cluding cable. 9th & Wil-
shire. Male only. $750.00
(310)394-1050.

MUST SEE!

SANTA MONICA $425.00 Pri-
vate room, R/S, carpet, laundry,
very quiet and clean, parking.
Westside Rentals 395-RENT.

SANTA MONICA $500.00 Pri-
vate room, R/S, harwood floors,
R/S, W/D, laundry, parking. All
new. Westside Rentals 395-
RENT.

1995 SATURN SL1: Excellent
condition. AM/FM Casette, Au-
tomatic, A/C, sunroof. $5,000!

Only 64,000/miles. Maroon.
(310)264-0887.
1996 BMW 318Tl, excellent

condition, pre-certified. 54,000
miles. $8500.00 (310)291-0337

[ hassage |

BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal
your body, mind, spirit. Thera-
peutic, Swedish, Deep-tissue.
energy balancing, non-sexual.
Introductory ~ specials  from
$45.00/1hr.  Infout.  Lynda,
L.M.T. (310)749-0621

INiring@ne
Fluarantee!

*Run an ad in the
classified section of the

Santa Monica Daily Press
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Quick Cash. Classifieds for $2.50 per day.

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE,
Swedish, Accupressure,
Deep-tissue, Sports Mas-
sage, Reflexology. For apt
call Tracy at (310)435-0657.

| EVALUATE your need and
combine techniques to give you
the ultimate therapeutic experi-
ence. In/Out Call, pamper par-
ties and other events. Al
(323)564-5114.

REVITALIZE & Rejuvenate.
Body, Mind & Spirit with a ther-
apeutic ~ Swedish/Deep-tissue
massage. Laura (310)394-2923
(310)569-0883.

call 310-458-7737 and sell you

Massage Massage Services Services

SOOTHING  DEEP-TISSUE
bodywork. Intro:
$35/80min. Women only.
Non-sexual. Call Paul for

appointment:(310)741-
1901.

Services

BOOKEEPING SERVICES
Personal, sole practicioner,
small business. Accounts paya-
ble/recievable, bank reconcilia-
tions, payroll, financial state-

up to 15 word:

HOUSE CLEANING - Available
6 am. to 2 p.m. Windows,
laundry, general house clean-
ing. References available. Re-
sponsible. Reasonable prices.
Call Lalo (310) 313-0848.

CALIFORNIA ENGLISH
Teacher Specialist -Tutoring
all aspects of English. Call
(310)393-7557.

each additional word

ff to over 15,000 interested, local buyers.

FRENCH TUTOR: All levels,
basic skills, conversation, trip
preparation. Call (310)434-0113
E-mail: chantal@france.com

Health/Beauty

DIABETIC WEIGHT-LOSS Bath
Shampoo. Free sample. Ralph
Sahara, P.O. Box 62174, Hono-
lulu, HI.

NEED TAX and bookkeeping
service? For small businesses.
Payroll services, bank reconcili-
ations, financial statements.

EXPERIENCED MAKE-UP AR-
TIST! Weddings & Special
Events. Local references availa-
ble. (310)702-8778 / (323)559-

CALL FOR

310.458.7737

ments. (818)512-4512

(310)230-8826.

9033. Nina & Alex.

=

GET il wHiLE Es HOT

Aui A CLASSIFIED AD FOR_ ONE
GET A SPECIAL Y‘H;@TH

DETAIES:

Classified Advertising Conditions :REGULAR RATE: $2.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20¢ per word per day. Ad must run a minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS:
First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra. Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit
after an ad has run more than once. DEADLINES: 4:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 4:00 p.m. PAYMENT: All private
party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310)458-
7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press, P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406 or stop in at our office located at 1427 Third Street Promenade,
Ste. 202. OTHER RATES: For information about the professional services directory or classified display ads, please call our office at (310)458-7737.

Calendar

NMonday, November 18, 2002

movies

Loews Broadway Cinema
1441 Third St. at Broadway
Comedian (R) 11:45, 2:00,
4:15, 6:45, 9:15. Femme Fatale
(R) 11:00, 1:45, 4:30, 7:15,
10:00. Jackass: The Movie (R)
12:00, 2:15, 4:45, 7:00, 9:30.
Half Past Dead (PG-13)

12:15, 2:45, 5:15, 7:45, 10:15.

Mann Criterion

1313 Third St.

The Ring (PG-13) 12:45, 4:00,
7:30, 10:40. My Big Fat Greek
Wedding (PG) 11:20, 2:00, 4:40,
7:20, 10:00. Punch-Drunk Love
(R) 11:45, 2:30, 5:15, 7:45,
10:15. Harry Potter and the
Chamber of Secrets (PG)
9:30, 10:30, 12:00, 1:00, 2:15,
3:30, 4:30, 6:15, 7:00, 8:00,
10:00, 10:30.

AMC Theatre SM 7
1310 3rd Street

Red Dragon (R) 4:20, 7:20. 8
Mile (R) 1:00, 3:15, 4:00, 6:15,
7:05, 9:15, 10:00. Santa Clause
2 (G) 1:10, 2:10, 5:00, 7:00,
7:45, 10:05. | Spy (PG-13)
1:45, 4.05, 4:45, 7:50, 9:25,
10:00. The Transporter (PG-
13) 1:20, 10:05. Sweet Home
Alabama (PG-13) 1:55, 4:30,
7:25, 9:55.

Landmark Nu-Wilshire

1314 Wilshire Blvd.

Bowling for Columbine (R)
1:30, 4:15, 7:30, 10:15. Far
From Heaven (PG-13) 11:30,
2:00, 4:30, 7:00, 9:30.

Laemmle Monica

1332 2nd St.

Real Women Have Curves
(PG-13) 1:00, 3:15, 5:30, 7:45,
10:00. Spirited Away (PG) 1:00,
4:00, 7:00, 10:00. Bank Ben
1:45, 4:35, 7:30, 10:05. El
Crimen del Padre Amaro (R)
1:30, 4:20, 7:15, 10:05.

Aero Theatre

1328 Montana Ave.

Secretary 5:00, 10:00. White
Oleander 7:30.

Today

Community

Toddler Time, 10 a.m. Barnes &
Noble at the Promenade and
Wilshire. (310)260-9110.

Dodd Art Gallery showing Dafne
Nesti "Paintings" and Dodd
Jolsapple "New Works". Nov. 17th
through Dec. 16th, 5pm to 8pm,
1650 20th Street, Santa Monica.
For more information please call
(310) 828-5825.

Y Canned Fitness Week!
November 4 thru 19. Just bring in
ten cans of food per visit and you
can participate in any one of our
fitness classes, fitness center &
lap swim for FREE! SM Family
YMCA is located at 1332 Sixth
Street. For more information
please call (310)393-2721 ext.
118.

Conversations with God study
group in Santa Monica every
Monday night 7-8:30 pm, sequen-
tially exploring and implementing

the concepts of the "with God"
books authored by Neale Donald
Walsch. Meets in an ocean front
condominium, donation $5. For
further information call Grant at
(310) 399-8982.

Music/ Entertainment

Harvelle's Blues Club present
Sports Happy Hour, 5pm to 8pm.
100 inch movie screen with high
definition LCD projector, JBL sur-
round sound, drink specials,
$3.00 Happy Hour Buffet. 1432
4th Street. Between Broadway
and Santa Monica Blvd. (310)395-
1676

Unurban Coffee House presents
Hot Topics Night hosted by Ali
every Monday evening. Signup is
at 8pm. Open panel discussion
and open forum. 3301 Pico Blvd.
(310)315-0056

Tuesday
Community

Ongoing support groups for peo-

ple 55 and older. Current open-
ings in, So, What Are You Going to
Do With the Rest of your Life?
Tuesdays, 10:00 to 11:30am.
Center for Healthy Aging, 2125
Arizona Avenue. Sliding scale fee.
Not drop-in groups. Phone inter-
view required. Call Information
and Referral. (310)576-2550.

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT
GROUPS AT SMC'S EMERITUS
COLLEGE. Santa Monica College
offers free bereavement support
groups in the summer session
through it's Emeritus College, a
widely praised program designed
for older adults. Two support
groups will meet Tuesdays on an
ongoing basis. One group will
meet from noon to 1:50 p.m. and
the other from 7 p.m. to 8:50 p.m.
For information and registration,
call Emeritus College at (310)
434-4306.

UCLA Healthcare will conduct its
annual Flu-Shot Clinic from 3pm
to 7pm. Community Room at
Santa Monica Place shopping
mall, Broadway and 4th Street in
Santa Monica. $10. No reserva-
tions. For information only, call

(800)516-5323.

Crossroads Schools in Santa
Monica invites local musicians
(grades 3-7) to join orchestra
rehearsals. Rehearsals are ongo-
ing and are held each Tuesday of
the school year, from 3:15 to 4:15.
Students may join at anytime.
Cost is free, students must bring
their own instruments. 1714 21st
Street, SM. For more information
please call (310)829-7391

Purposeful Parenting - FREE
Workshop! Successfully shaping
the emotional life of your child
without losing your temper or san-
ity. Ages 0-5. 6:30pm, Santa
Monica Family YMCA, 1332 6th
Street. Members and non-mem-
bers are welcome. Child watch
available. RSVP (310)358-3380

Music/ Entertainment

Unurban Coffee House presents
Stitch 'n' Bitch every Tuesday
evening. Chicks, yarn, coffee &
chat. 7:30pm to 9:30pm. 3301
Pico Blvd. (310)315-0056

Calendar items are printed free of charge as a service to our readers. Please submit your items to todayspaper @smdp.com for consideration. Calendar events are limit-
ed by space, and will be run at the discretion of the Calendar Editor.

KEEP YOUR DATE STRAIGHT

Promote your event in the Santa Monica Daily Press Calendar section.
Fax all information to our Calendar Editor: Attention Angela @ 310.576.9913




Page 16 0 Monday, November 18, 2002 0 Santa Monica Daily Press

BACK PAGE

BY VERENA DOBNIK

Associated Press Writer

NEW YORK — What could an artifi-
cial leg, an Armani jacket, a $15,000 dia-
mond ring and a glass eyeball possibly
have in common?

Those and other objects, strange and
mundane, wound up at the lost-and-found
department of Manhattan’s Grand Central
Terminal, a monument to scatterbrained
commuters.

On any given day, about 4,000 lost
possessions line the steel gray shelves
and racks of a mammoth room off the
terminal’s lower concourse, just across
from the famed Oyster Bar. On a sunny
fall day, the windowless chamber shel-
tered a single crutch, a police badge and
architectural blueprints. One bin was
marked “September glasses,” another
“October glasses.”

Last year, Pete Seeger’s banjo landed
there, but it found its way back to the folk
singer who lives north of New York City.

About 125,000 passengers use the
Metro-North railroad daily to commute
from the city’s northern suburbs and
Connecticut, with Grand Central as the
terminus.

Perhaps the oddest item to make it to
the lost-and-found was an urn of human
ashes, although that may have been a
product of intentional forgetfulness.

The urn was never claimed, said Fred
Chidester, an ex-cop who managed the
lost-and-found for years. Months later, a
man called Metro-North to say that he had
read about the abandoned ashes; he
claimed he knew the woman who left
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“Everyone thought that if you lost something in

New York, that was the end of it. The surprise is

that a lot of people turn in stuff in New York City.
New Yorkers are still basically honest.”

— PAUL NOGUCHI
Bucknell University professor

them on the train — as revenge for her
husband’s alleged infidelity.

“He would call her at home to say the
train was late, or that the train bypassed
the station, or that he fell asleep. But those
were excuses so he could meet his girl-
friend,” Chidester said. “So when he died,
his wife thought it was fitting that she
leave his ashes on the train.”

No. 1 on Grand Central’s list of most
commonly lost items is the cell phone,
with 250 to 300 turned in each month.

Keys are the next most common item,
followed by eyeglasses, coats and jackets,
and umbrellas. (This year’s drought has
cut down on the number of lost umbrellas.)

The fact is, forgetfulness is weather-
sensitive: When it turns cold, the coat
racks expand.

“You can tell the weather down here,”
says Margie Anders, a spokeswoman for
Metro-North.

The smorgasbord of lost items in the
past few years has included a film script
with director’s instructions scribbled in
the margins, a .357 Magnum handgun,
fishing poles and a child’s violin. Laptops

and blue blazers, the corporate com-
muter’s gear, turn up all the time.

After 90 days, most items become the
property of the finder if he or she is inter-
ested. One man was honest enough to turn
in a $1 bill — and penny-wise enough to
leave his name in case it was not claimed.

Otherwise, the items are given away.
On this day, seven bags of clothing were
ready for charitable donation.

In early November, 249 pairs of eye-
glasses were going to The Lions Club in
Connecticut, which recycles the lenses
and gives them to the poor in Third World
countries. Coats and toys go to such char-
ities as Goodwill and Toys for Tots.

Items worth $5,000 or more, such as
digital cameras and jewelry, are stored in
a safe and, by law, must be kept for three
years before they’re up for grabs.

The $15,000 diamond was stashed
away in one of three bags forgotten by a
woman at the Poughkeepsie train station.
She was lucky, and got everything back.

On average, the Grand Central lost-
and-found has a rather high return rate.
So far this year, about 60 percent of the

items turned in have been retrieved by
their owners.

That compares favorably to Tokyo
Station, where about 30 percent of items
find their way back to their owners, says
Paul Noguchi, an urban anthropologist
who has studied lost-and-founds around
the world.

“Everyone thought that if you lost
something in New York, that was the end
of it,” says Noguchi, a professor at
Bucknell University in Lewisburg, Pa.
“The surprise is that a lot of people turn in
stuff in New York City. New Yorkers are
still basically honest.”

The success rate at Grand Central may
also be due to methodology: Each lost
item is entered into a computer database,
with details such as label names and con-
tents of pockets.

Employees also take the initiative to
find an item’s owner — for instance, look-
ing through a cell phone to locate a home
number.

“It’s partially a detective job,” says
Mike Nolan, current manager of Grand
Central’s lost-and-found.

Some people walk away with a smile.
Russ Cooper, who calls himself “a regular
customer” at Grand Central’s lost-and-
found, left his sports jacket on the train to
New Haven, Conn., in October.

“It was the first chilly day of the sea-
son,” said the acoustics consultant from
Wilton, Conn., who wasn’t used to wear-
ing a jacket.

After he retrieved it, Cooper reached
into a pocket. “Let’s see if my keys are
still here,” he said, flashing a smile as he
pulled out a full keychain.

First Federal Bank of California
presents the

27th Annual
Boys & Girls Clubs of Santa Monica

Dinner, Auction & Raffle

Friday, November 22, 2002
Loews Santa Monica Beach Hotel
1700 Ocean Avenue

Cocktails, Hors d oeuvres and Silent Auction, 5:30 pm
Dinner, Voice Auction and Raffle, 7:00 pm

Join the community of Santa Monica in this fun and exciting
evening of auction and entertainment to support our local youth.

Over 500 items in Voice and Silent Auction including
Travel Packages, Electronics, Sports Memorobilia and much more!
Seats are limited, please respond quickly!

Heidi Knowler
reservations: 310-393-9629

BOYS & GIRLS CLUB
OF SANTA MONICA




