
FREE SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2001 Volume 1, Issue 5

Serving Santa Monica since Tuesday

FR
E
E

Santa Monica Daily Press

CLASSIFIEDS ... the only daily game in town!
Call 310.458.PRESS(7737) x101

Santa Monica Daily Press
FFrreesshh  DDaaiillyy!!

CAN YOU STILL AFFORD 
TO RETIRE?

With Economic Conditions weakening, 
now is the time for a financial checkup.

Call John Vance for a FREE RETIREMENT PLANNING
consultation @ 310-235-2027

*Securities offered through Grattan, member NASD, SIPC

STRICTLY THERAPEUTIC
LA STONE • SWEDISH • THAI MASSAGE

DEEP CIRCULATORY BODY

LAURA CAVANAUGH

������������

BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

Because Donnamarie Fontaine of Santa
Monica isn’t wearing a cervical collar, she
believes she’s out $3,600 in a case one judge
likened to a crapshoot.

Fontaine was an innocent driver whose
parked car was hit by a man who had just been
shot at the wheel of his car, probably in a gang-
related drive-by shooting on Fifth Street.
Though the stricken man’s car totaled Fontaine’s
vehicle, a judge ruled she should have sued the
shooter instead.

Fontaine brought the matter to Santa Monica
small claims court in an attempt to recoup her
losses. But the burden of proof fell hard on
Fontaine. Her brush with gang life has left her

miffed, not so much with crime as with the jus-
tice system.

“This is not justice when I am sitting there
minding my own business at 8:30 at night two
days after Christmas in my living room watch-
ing Who Wants To Be A Millionaire ... how can
I be out almost $4,000?” she said during her tes-

timony. “If there is no justice here, I can’t even
begin to tell you how I will lose faith in the sys-
tem ....”

Fontaine gambled on a favorable ruling rather
than taking a $2,500 offer from the insurance
carrier covering Juan Juarez, who owned the tar-
get car. She made her decision even though pro
tem judge Sheldon Cone hinted that she accept
the offer. 

“This is Las Vegas. You are about to roll the

Judge decides woman
picks wrong man in suit

By the Associated Press

Under order from Gov. Gray Davis to create a
land-use plan for the celebrity haven of Malibu,
the California Coastal Commission held its first
public hearing on a draft that officials will spend
the next several months debating. 

Malibu city officials, members of the public
and others met Thursday to begin reviewing a
coastal development plan for the 27-mile stretch
of shoreline that has no plan a quarter-century
after enactment of a state law requiring local
governments to have one. 

The move is designed to cut down on
headaches for the commission, which frequently
finds its agenda bogged down by requests from
Malibu citizens, who must get permits from the
commission because their 12,575-resident city
lacks its own development plan. 

Just Friday the commission approved a
request from actor Stacy Keach to repair and
improve his secondary driveway. DreamWorks
SKG co-founder David Geffen had a request
before the commission to remodel his house. 

The commission's other concerns have cen-
tered on broader issues concerning protecting,
using and developing the coast. 

Malibu, which incorporated in 1991 in part
because residents opposed the development
plans contained in Los Angeles County's coastal
plan, has been working for some 4 1/2 years on
its own plan. Although the city has submitted
draft land-use plans to the commission, it failed
to submit a document approved by the City
Council until after the state ordered the commis-
sion to do the job itself. 

Thursday's hearing centered on questions
about the process for creating the plan, a draft
version of which must be approved in January.

Officials then have several more months to
work on the plan before a September implemen-
tation deadline. Concerns about the plan's water-
quality, environmental and public access planks
also were discussed. 

The plan includes some 400 policy recom-
mendations, with officials disagreeing on about
half of them, said Peter Douglas, the commis-
sion's executive director.

Coastal Commission hears 
public on how to develop Malibu

“This is not justice when I am sitting there minding my own
business at 8:30 at night two days after Christmas in my living
room watching Who Wants To Be A Millionaire ... how can I be
out almost $4,000?”

DONNAMARIE FONTAINE
Santa Monica resident

Carolyn Sackariason/Daily Press Staff
Building owner Dana Pascoe surveys the fire scene with
Santa Monica Police officer Larry Nicols Friday morning.

BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

Ten residents are still forced to sleep in someone else’s bed after an
arsonist started a fire in their apartment building on 10th Street six
days ago.

The tenants at 848 10th Street have had to relocate because their
apartment is without electricity. A fire was set to the building’s utility
room early Monday morning, charring the main electrical circuit.
Apartments in the area also were without power for an extended peri-
od, according to neighbors.

Building owner Dana Pascoe has tried to get the situation correct-
ed, but has run into obstacles getting power restored with California
Edison. Her tenants are equally frustrated.

“Technically we are back in the building, but physically we are
not,” said Rosemary, who declined to give her last name. 

Santa Monica Fire Department investigators are ruling arson caused
the fire. Similar fires have occurred in the area in the past year.
Officials believe someone intentionally set a storage locker on fire in
a carport off the alleyway behind the building.

“This is really a hate thing ... someone around here doesn’t like us,”
said Rosemary. “This person knew what he was doing. 

“This person is a professional,” she added.
Fire department investigator Joe Paneno said in many of the carport

fires that have occurred in the neighborhoods between Montana and
Broadway Avenues, and Second and 14th Streets, the areas were clut-
tered with debris. That could be one reason why they are being target-
ed by arsonists. 

But Rosemary said the area under her apartment is kept up and is
free of garbage.

“I have lived here for 27 years and it is very important to me what
our neighborhood is like,” she said.

Monday’s fire is the seventh arson case in alley carports in the past
year. A task force has been formed between the city fire and police
departments in attempt to link the crimes.

See LAWSUIT, page 4

Tenants ousted by arson
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“The road is better than the inn.”
— Cervantes

QUOTE of the DAY

Today ... Areas of night through morning low clouds and fog...Otherwise variable high
clouds. Lows in the 50s. Highs in the upper 60s to mid 70s.

Saturday Night and Sunday ... Areas of night through morning low clouds and
fog...Otherwise mostly clear. Lows in the mid to upper 50s. Highs in the upper 60s to mid 70s.

Extended ... Areas of night through morning low clouds and fog...Otherwise mostly
clear. Lows in the 50s. Highs in the upper 60s to mid 70s.

WEATHER

Hotels trying to fill
rooms by offering deals
By the Daily Press Staff

As part of a citywide promotion to bolster the local economy and fill hotel rooms,
the Santa Monica Convention and Visitors Bureau is shelling out deals for the holidays.

The “There’s No Place Like Home” program features discounts, package deals and
“gift with purchases” at merchant and retail outlets in districts throughout the city. Key
to the campaign’s success is the call for local residents to invite friends and family to
shop and stay in Santa Monica. To promote the program, the bureau has added special
“local’s only” deals. By logging onto to its Web site, santamonica.com, locals can see
the program’s special promotions, community open house events and hotel discounts.

To boost occupancy during the off-season, the bureau has launched an additional
program with 17 Santa Monica hotel properties. “I Wish I had An Extra Bedroom”
offers residents of Santa Monica discounts and package upgrades for themselves or vis-
iting friends and family. Residents simply flash a valid California identification or driv-
ers license showing proof of Santa Monica residency upon check-in. The special
“local’s rate” is available Nov. 1, 2001 through Feb. 19, 2002, including rates like $89
at the Hotel Carmel; $250 at Hotel Oceana and $150 at the Fairmont Miramar Hotel.
Some of those prices are significantly less than the normal rates.

YOUR OPINION
M ATTERS!

Please send letters to:
Santa Monica Daily Press: Att. Editor

530 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 200
Santa Monica, CA  90401
csackariason@yahoo.com

Please send letters to:
Santa Monica Daily Press: Att. Editor

530 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 200
Santa Monica, CA  90401
csackariason@yahoo.com



BY TOM HAYS 
Associated Press Writer 

NEW YORK— An Algerian man was charged Friday
with helping a terrorist trained by Osama bin Laden in
the failed plot to bomb the Los Angeles International
Airport during millennium celebrations. 

U.S. authorities on Thursday served Samir Ati
Mohamed, 32, with an extradition warrant. Canadian
authorities said Mohamed had been in custody in
Vancouver on alleged immigration violations since July. 

Authorities filed charges against Mohamed under seal
last month. A criminal complaint made public Friday
accuses him of trying to get weapons for Ahmed Ressam
so Ressam could raise money for the Los Angeles attack
by robbing banks. 

The plot was foiled when Ressam — who trained in
bin Laden-financed terrorist camps in Afghanistan —
was arrested entering the country in late 1999 with a trun-
kload of explosives. He pleaded guilty and agreed to tes-
tify against other terrorism suspects in hopes of reducing
a potential 130-year sentence. 

Mohamed allegedly agreed ``to get Ressam two hand
grenades and a machine gun with a silencer,'' according

to an FBI affidavit. Thecomplaint also accuses him of
working with another man, Mokhtar Haouari, to obtain
``a credit card in an alias for Ressam's use in connection

with his planned terrorist operation and jihad work.'' 
Mohamed ended up providing a 9mm semiautomatic

pistol with a silencer, knowing Ressam intended a terror-

ist attack in the United States, court papers said. Ressam
used the pistol in an August 1999 holdup attempt at a
Montreal currency exchange, papers said. 

The complaint charges Mohamed with two counts of
conspiring to commit international terrorism. If convict-
ed, he could receive life in prison. 

Ressam became the key witness in a New York trial at
which Haouari was convicted of participating in the same
plot. Ressam told the court he and Mohamed talked about
``blowing up a neighborhood in Canada where there was
an Israeli interest.'' 

Mohamed suggested that any bomb ``be implanted in
a gasoline truck for a larger and more serious explosion,''
Ressam testified. He also said Mohamed and some
friends wanted to start their own training camp in
Afghanistan. 

Haouari, who faces up to 50 years in prison, had been
scheduled for sentencing this month. A judge postponed
the sentencing until Dec. 17 after prosecutors revealed
Ressam had failed to disclose the Montreal robbery
attempt _ information that the defense could have used to
attack his credibility. Haouari's lawyer has said he will
seek a new trial.

BY STEW MAGNUSON
Daily Press Correspondent

GARDEN GROVE, Calif. — The 17-
meter high minarets and dome of the
Islamic Society of Orange County’s
unfinished $2.5 million mosque rises
above a quiet residential neighborhood
near Little Saigon about 50 kilometers
south of Los Angeles.

Inside, local politicians, members of
the congregation and religious leaders
from the nearby Christian, Jewish, Hindu
and Buddhist communities gathered earli-
er this month to celebrate the society’s
project to create a building large enough
to serve the approximately 100,000
Muslims in this sprawling suburb of Los
Angeles.

When the grand opening was sched-
uled months ago, members of the congre-
gation said the ceremony was expected to

be a joyous event, but the aftermath of the
Sept. 11 attacks turned it into a more
somber occasion.

While members said they were com-
pletely behind the United States’ war on
terrorism, all expressed concern that the
continued bombing of Afghanistan was
creating unnecessary suffering for the
civilians caught in the middle.

“All of us want justice, and all of us
want whoever did this to be punished, but
the bombing in Afghanistan is hurting
innocent people,” said Sahiha Khan, 24,
media relation coordinator for the Council
on American-Islamic  Relations.

The Islamic Center recently received
news that a brother and uncle of a member

the congregation was killed as a result of
the bombing, Khan said.

“I know there are cluster bombs. And I
know that cluster bombs don’t differenti-
ate between the Taliban and civilians,”
she said.

While it’s true than Muslims have
fought many wars throughout history dur-
ing Ramadan, the methods of waging war
have changed, said Muzammil H. Siddiq,
the society’s director and leader of one of
the largest Muslim congregations in the
United States.

“In the old days, soldiers fought in
front of each other with swords, the popu-
lation wasn’t involved ... but now war
involves everybody,” said the society’s
director, Muzammil H. Siddiq, the leader
of one of the largest Muslim congrega-
tions in the United States.

Bt not everyone in his congregation
agrees on how the war should be won.

Dr. Naina Rahman, 59, said the quick-
est way for the United States to end the
suffering is for a quick victory. “I don’t
care if it’s Ramadan or not,” he said. The
U.S. Army should ignore the Northern
Alliance, and march in with 100,000
troops, surround the enemy and isolate
them from the rest of the country, he said.
“Just finish them off,” he said

As the United States circles in on
Taliban strongholds, Siddiqi hopes there
is a pause in the bombing for the sake of
the civilians as the holy month of
Ramadan started Friday.

“The bombing should be reduced dras-
tically, and some other diplomatic means
used to apprehend the criminals. There  is

nothing in Afghanistan to bomb except
human beings,” Siddiqi said.

As the refugee population in and out-
side of Afghanistan begins to climb and
winter sets in, non-combatants caught in
the middle will suffer enormously, he
said. “The criminal element is not going
to suffer much. It is the  people, so there
should be some other methods used,” he
added.

Pausing the bombing campaign during
Ramadan would not only be good public
relations for the administration of
President George W. Bush, Siddiqi said, it
would give both sides of the conflict a
chance to use diplomacy and  reflect on
their actions over the past weeks

The Sept. 11 attack has left the Orange
County Muslim community on edge.
While there hasn’t been any incidents
aimed at the center, there were a few
threatening phone calls immediately after
the attack, Siddiqi said. Security concerns

and efforts to reach out to the non-Muslim
community are two of the reasons the
mosque’s construction was delayed. The
water and electricity were only connected
hours before the opening ceremony.

Siddiqi said the center has embarked
on an outreach program to explain Islam
at schools, colleges and non-Muslim reli-
gious institutions. So far, the response has
been positive. President Bush’s clear mes-
sage to the nation that the terrorists did not
represent Islam was crucial, Siddiqi said.

“That changed the atmosphere com-
pletely. There could have been a lot of
hate, and violence, but it was drastically
reduced,” Siddiqi added.

Kamal Chohan, a 16-year-old high
school student, said that message hadn’t
reached some of his classmates. “They
call me ‘camel’ instead of my name
‘Kamal’ and ask if Osama bin Laden is
my uncle,” he said. “I know they’re jok-
ing, but it still pinches a little.”
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Carolyn Sackariason/Daily Press
Cab driver Norik Bagramin reads the Santa Monica Daily Press while he
waits for a fare on Arizona Avenue Wednesday morning.

Somber mood surrounds
newest U.S. mosque

Algerian charged with aiding millennium plot to blow up LAX

“All of us want justice, and all of us want whoever did
this to be punished, but the bombing in Afghanistan is
hurting innocent people.”

— SAHIHA KHAN
Media Relation Coordinator for the Council on American-Islamic  Relations

The plot was foiled when Ressam —
who trained in bin Laden-financed 

terrorist camps in Afghanistan — was
arrested entering the country in late
1999 with a trunkload of explosives.

He pleaded guilty and agreed to testi-
fy against other terrorism suspects in

hopes of reducing a potential 130-
year sentence.
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BY BRIAN BERGSTEIN 
AP Business Writer 

SAN JOSE, Calif. — A day after
Hewlett-Packard Co. detailed its $23 bil-
lion plan to acquire Compaq Computer
Corp., key opponent Walter B. Hewlett
laid the groundwork for a potential proxy
fight. 

Hewlett told the Securities and
Exchange Commission he plans to file a
proxy statement to solicit shareholders on
the matter. His filing included an analysis
presented to the Hewlett family's trust by
advisers who concluded that acquiring
Compaq was a bad deal. 

Those advisers said the merger would
dilute HP's profitable printer business and
fail to improve HP's market position in

high-end servers and services — assum-
ing the complicated integration even
could be carried out. 

Hewlett has not yet decided whether to
actively lobby shareholders to vote the
deal down, but Friday's filing lets him
keep his options open, a spokesman said. 

Hewlett, whose family interests own
more than 5 percent of HP stock, is the
oldest son of HP co-founder William
Hewlett and also a member of HP's board. 

His filing said he was joined by sisters
Eleanor Hewlett Gimon and Mary
Hewlett Jaffe, the William R. Hewlett
Revocable Trust and one of its trustees,
Edwin E. van Bronkhorst, a former HP
chief financial officer. 

HP shares fell 59 cents, or 2.7 percent,
to $21.50 on the New York Stock
Exchange on Friday. Compaq shares lost
40 cents, or 3.7 percent, to $10.30. 

Analysts and investors will pore over
the fine print of the prospectus HP and
Compaq filed Thursday to decide whether
to support the deal or join in opposition
with Walter Hewlett. 

With a 10.4 percent stake, HP's largest
shareholder is the charitable foundation
begun in 1964 by HP co-founder David
Packard and his  wife, Lucile. 

That organization's chief financial offi-
cer did not return a call seeking comment
Friday, but he has said the prospectus
would be key as the foundation reaches its
decision over the next few weeks. 

Packard's son, David W. Packard, who
came out against the deal and sharply crit-
icized HP management last week, is not
on the board of the foundation, though
two of his sisters are. 

HP and Compaq said together they
would create a market leader in business
computing and data storage, improve the
economics of their  struggling personal-
computer divisions and ``create a
stronger, more efficient operating model
with increased potential for growth.'' 

The report said the companies com-
bined would have lost $614 million in the

nine months ended July 31. But HP and
Compaq contend that because of cost sav-
ings and new opportunities, the deal
would boost their combined operating
profit by $2.5 billion in 2004. 

Faced with the prospect that opposition
by the sons of HP's revered founders
could sink the deal and put her job in
jeopardy, chairwoman and chief executive
Carly Fiorina this week sought to reassure
employees that she is not at odds with the
heirs. 

In an internal memo disclosed to the
SEC, Fiorina said many news media have
made too much of Hewlett and Packard's
criticisms and``think they have a story
they can use to sell newspapers.'' 

``I get frustrated when I see lazy
reporting on complicated issues,'' she
wrote. ``It is far easier to dream up a feud
that doesn't exist than to research com-
plex, far-reaching, industry-changing
business concepts.'' 

Asked to elaborate, HP spokeswoman
Rebeca Robboy said Fiorina is keeping an
``open dialogue'' with Hewlett, Packard
and their foundations. Hewlett attended
HP board meetings Thursday and Friday,
but Robboy said she could not comment
on what transpired.

dice. If you lose, you get nothing,” he told
her. “It’s not a slam dunk for you.”

Juarez wasn’t driving the target car. At
the wheel was his ex-stepdaughter’s
boyfriend, who was shot in the back,
reportedly by a rival gang member. The
judge in the case was persuaded that his
mere ownership of the car involved in the
shooting doesn’t make him liable for
damages. The trigger man was probably
responsible, he held.

Fontaine sued without an attorney in

small claims court because she was short
of cash. “No one wants to take the case
because it doesn’t generate enough
money... no one is walking around in a
cervical collar,” she said. She suggested
that had she sustained an obvious injury,
lawyers would have beat a path to court
for her.

The case apparently wasn’t easy to
decide. The first judge to hear it said he’d
never seen anything like it in his 30-plus
years in legal practice. So he passed it on
to Cone, who ruled by mail that Juarez
owes her nothing.

Hewlett fires back with details
of opposition to Compaq deal

Judge: car owner not liable 
LAWSUIT, from page 1

“I get frustrated when I see lazy reporting on compli-
cated issues. It is far easier to dream up a feud that
doesn't exist than to research complex, far-reaching,
industry-changing business concepts.”

— CARLY FIORINA
Hewlett Packard Chief Executive/Chairwoman
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Military chief reported
to be victim of U.S.
airstrike
BY KATHY GANNON 
Associated Press Writer 

KABUL, Afghanistan — Taliban
leader Mullah Mohammed Omar has
reportedly agreed to leave his headquar-
ters in Kandahar and turn over the south-
ern city to two local Pashtun leaders.
U.S. officials said Osama bin Laden's
military chief was believed to have been
killed in an American airstrike. 

The Afghan Islamic Press, a Pakistan-
based agency, said Omar agreed to leave
Kandahar within 24 hours and head for
the mountains following discussions
with “close friends and army command-
ers.” 

But at the Pentagon, Rear Adm. John
Stufflebeem said he didn't put much
stock in the report, which could not be
independently confirmed. 

“I don't believe it,” Stufflebeem told a
news conference. “I think that our forces
who are there are still operating under
the assumption that it is a hostile envi-
ronment. I think the opposition groups
are operating in the same way.'' 

The military chief who was apparent-
ly killed, Mohammed Atef, was a close
confidant of bin Laden, and his daughter
was married to bin Laden's son. U.S.
officials suspect him of involvement in
the Sept. 11 attacks on the World Trade
Center and the Pentagon as well as the
bombings of U.S. embassies in Kenya
and Tanzania in 1998. 

The report about Omar came after
U.S. warplanes struck positions near
Kandahar and the northern city of
Kunduz — the Islamic militia's two prin-
cipal remaining strongholds _ on Friday,
the first day of Ramadan. 

Under the reported deal, control of
Kandahar will pass to Mullah
Naqibullah and Haji Basher, two former
commanders of Afghan resistance forces
in the war against Soviet invaders who
are not members of the Taliban. 

Basher is close to Yunus Khalis, a
Pashtun leader who took over the north-
eastern city of Jalalabad this week.
Pashtuns are Afghanistan's largest ethnic
group, and served as the backbone of the
Taliban's harsh five-year regime. 

The latest U.S. bombardment in
Afghanistan came despite earlier calls
from some Muslim nations — including
key ally Pakistan — for restraint during
Islam's holy month. 

Pakistan noted the airstrikes were
much less intense than in recent days
and weeks. 

“The bombing has been reduced,''
said Pakistani foreign ministry
spokesman Aziz Ahmed Khan, adding
that U.S.-led military operations would
continue until aims were achieved. 

Hardline Islamic groups staged small
pro-Taliban rallies in major Pakistani
cities on Friday, criticizing President
Gen. Pervez Musharraf for supporting

the United States in the war. Only 800 to
900 protesters turned out in the capital,
Islamabad. 

Even before Ramadan began, U.S.
planners had signaled a change in tactics
following the rout of the Taliban in much
of the country over the past week.
American commanders have said that
raids will now be more tightly targeted,
aimed at bin Laden and the top Taliban
leadership. 

That strategy could be paying off. 
A U.S. official in Washington, speak-

ing on condition of anonymity, said there
was credible evidence that Atef, the No.
3 figure in bin Laden's al-Qaida network,
was killed by an airstrike in the capital,
Kabul, in the past two days. But another
U.S. official said Atef's body has not
been located. 

Defense Secretary Donald H.
Rumsfeld, speaking at a news confer-
ence in Great Lakes, Ill., said reports of
Atef's death “seem authoritative.” 

Previously, Pentagon officials had
said some senior Taliban and al-Qaida
leaders had been killed in recent days,
but had offered no names. Taliban
spokesman Mohammed Taher Agha, in
an interview with the British
Broadcasting Corp. on Friday, dismissed
those earlier assertions as “baseless.” 

Rumsfeld said U.S. special forces
have been involved in ground combat,
killing Taliban and al-Qaida fighters. No
Americans have died in the operations,
he said. 

The Pentagon chief also said high-
level Taliban leaders have been captured
by opposition Afghan forces and that
American officials were planning to
interrogate them. 

Anti-Taliban forces have been besieg-
ing Kandahar, the Taliban's home base,
but eyewitnesses and even an anti-
Taliban leader had said the Islamic mili-
tia's troops still appeared to have a firm
grip on the southern Afghan city. 

“The Taliban still have a strong hold
on Kandahar. They are digging in,” said
a spokesman for Pashtun tribal leaders
organized as an anti-Taliban force, who
spoke on condition of anonymity. 

The spokesman estimated that 70 per-
cent of Taliban commanders have cho-
sen to follow Omar's call to keep fight-
ing, while 30 percent don't want to fight. 

In other developments: 
• British troops arrived at the Bagram

airfield, north of Kabul, on what the
Ministry of Defense said was a mission
to prepare the facility for use in a future
humanitarian mission. France sent its
first contingent of soldiers to northern
Afghanistan on Friday as part of an
international effort to help secure the
area for the delivery of humanitarian aid. 

• Al-Qaida had a formula for making
ricin, one of the deadliest known poi-
sons, The Times of London newspaper
reported Friday. The Times said it found
instructions for making the biological
chemical ricin — an untraceable poison
that is twice as deadly as cobra venom
— in an al-Qaida safehouse in Kabul. 

Charles Bennett/Associated Press
Secretary of Defense Donald H. Rumsfeld holds a picture of U.S. forces on
horseback in Afghanistan, during a news conference at the Great Lakes Naval
Training Center in Great Lakes, Ill., Friday. Rumsfeld said U.S. special forces
have been involved in ground combat in Afghanistan and no Americans have
died or been wounded in the operations.

bin Laden strategist
dead, say U.S. officials

• Two American women arrested three
months ago for preaching Christianity in
Afghanistan described their ordeal a day
after being rescued by anti-Taliban and
U.S. forces in southern Afghanistan. One of
the freed women, 24-year-old Heather
Mercer, called it a “Hollywood” rescue. 

• Five British Muslims have been killed
along with scores of other foreign volun-

teers fighting for the Taliban in northern
Afghanistan,

officials of Islamic militant groups said
Friday in Islamabad. 

• Aides to Afghanistan's former king
expressed concern Friday that the northern
alliance appeared unwilling to participate
in a U.N.-backed meeting to plan a postwar
transitional government. 
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Reality Check®

By Dave Whammond
Speed Bump®

By Dave Coverly

Natural Selection®

By Russ Wallace

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
by Chuck Shepard 

People different from us 
• From the police column of the weekly Leonard Graphic (Leonard, Texas, 35 miles north of

Dallas), May 3, 2001: "A man claiming to be a medical student was charged with theft of service
and given a trespass warning after it was discovered he lied about his reasons for being in the local
nursing home two months ago. He told aides there he had permission from the home to 'live the
life of the patient' and be bathed and diapered as part of a learning experience. However, when he
returned to try the scam again on April 17, police were waiting for him. He was found to be a reg-
istered sex offender living in Melissa (Texas)."

NO ARTIFICIAL FLAVORS, COLORS OR
PRESERVATIVES ADDED. NEVER

PROCESSED, PICKED FRESH DAILY.
100% ORGANIC NEWS ...

Santa Monica Daily Press
310.458.7737

Fax: 310.576.9913
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C L A S S I F I E D  A D  I N S E R T I O N  O R D E R  F O R M

$14.80 per column 
inch for display ads.

$5.00 per day for 
the first  10 words. 
50¢ per word for 

each additional word.

Bold: 50¢ per word

Italic: 50¢ per word

Boxed: 50¢ per ad

Reverse: 50¢ per line

CAPITALIZED: 50¢ per word

Underlined: 50¢ per word

Blank Lines: 50¢ each

EXTRAS

RATES First: Last:

Phone: Fax:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

PRINT CLEARLY:

001 Announcements
010 Meetings
020 Legal Notices
100 Employment

200 For Sale
250 Wanted
300 For Rent
400 Real Estate

500 Vehicles for Sale
600 Services
650 Health/Beauty

P.O. Box 1380 

Santa Monica, CA 90406-1380

Phone: 310-458-7737

FAX: 310-576-9913

Employment
BOOKKEEPER P/T

Fast growing internet vacation 
travel co in Marina Del Rey.  
Gen’l booking, gen’l entries , 
bank recs.  Flexible hrs, pay 
based on exp. (310)823-7979

DENTAL ASSISTANT and/or 
receptionist (Santa Monica) Re-
liable, organized and like tech-
nical and varied work.  Likes 
people and a self starter. 
Leave message at 310-466-
8210.

DO YOU care about your com-
munity?  The Santa  Monica 
Daily Press is looking for local 
journalists to cover local issues.  
Please contact Carolyn Sackar-
iason at (310)458-7737 x 102.

GENERAL OFFICE help want-
ed immediately at the Santa 
Monica Daily Press. Duties in-
clude classified ad taking and 
data entry, telephone call rout-
ing and general office tasks. 
Apply in person at our offices at 
530 Wilshire Blvd, Suite 200 in 
Santa Monica or call (310)458-
7737 x 104.

PHARMACY CLERK/TYPIST:
Retail F/T, expd req’d.  Bene-
fits.  Santa Monica (310)451-
1414

PHARMACY CLERK: F/T - 
P/T, flex hours  Sav-On, 2505 
Santa Monica Blvd. S.M. 
(310)828-6456

Employment
THE SANTA Monica Daily 
Press is looking for Graphic De-
signers. Experience in 
QuarkXpress, Photoshop re-
quired. Part time or full time. 
Come join a great team in a fun, 
working environment. Send re-
sumes to the Daily Press, Pro-
duction Manager, PO Box 1380, 
Santa Monica, CA 90406-1380. 

THE SANTA Monica Daily 
Press is looking for Display Ad-
vertising Account Executives. 
Print advertising and consul-
tave/solution based selling ex-
perience required.  Send re-
sume and cover letter to the 
Daily Press, attn. Sales, PO 
Box 1380, Sanat Monica, CA
90401-1380. (310)458-7737

For Sale
18 GEAR-16” frame pro-access 
mountain bike 10 years old, de-
cent condition. $50 Call Kimm 
828-0688

Wanted
PART TIME EMPLOYMENT
WANTED SuperGo New Or-
leans attorney recently arrived.  
All jobs considered.  Larry 
lbhoffing@home.com 310-422-
2331

WANTED USED beach cruiser 
with gears in decent shape. 
Willing to pay up to $65. If you 
have one, call 310-451-1699 
and leave message.

For Rent
SM  1 BR/1BA, tele entry, gated 
prkg, free util. 227 Strand St. 
#19 (310)204-1444

For Rent
OFFICE FOR LEASE

1500 sf near MGM Plaza
25th St. off Broadway
Great space, 1st floor.

$3,850.
(310)-453-9244

PALMS: 1 Bdrm, new Burber 
carpet & paint. Woodbeam ceil-
ings. $825, incldg parking, laun-
dry, stove & fridge. 3102 Can-
field. (310)390-2765.

RENT A HUSBAND $25.00 hr:  
Shopping, Yard, Light Bulbs, 
Dog Walking, Laundry, Handy-
man, Homework, Cooking 
lbhoffing@hotmail.com (310) 
422-2331

S.M. $1350. Lg. remodeled 1 
bdrm. near Montana Ave. 843 
4th St. (310) 394-1102

SM $1395 Spacious 2 Bdrm 1 
Ba with prkg. New carpet. 501 
Raymond Ave. (310)573-7452

SM $1400 Lg 2 bdrm 1 ba, 
hrdwd fl, lots of closets, stove, 
prkg, ldry rm Quiet area 
(310)396-1644

SM $1560 No of Wilshire. 2 + 1, 
frnt, stove, frig, 2 prkg, Indry, 
patio, no pets. (323)462-0507

SM $1595- $1995  Best Santa 
Monica location, lovely spa-
cious front lower 2 & 3 bdrm 2 
ba.  Open Sat/Sun 10-1.  917 
Lincoln Blvd. & 1318 Euclid. 
(310)395-1495

SM 1BR, Large, North of Wil-
shire. Fireplace, patio, appls, 
prkg. Lndry 1045. 3rd St. 
(310)390-2765

For Rent
SM 3 BR, 3BA, two patios. 
$1,995. Parking available. 10th 
and Idaho. Available Mid De-
cember (310)451-2178

SM: 2 + 2 Remodeled near 
MGM & Water Gardens. Patio, 
1527 Princeton St. #2. 
$1,550/mo. (310)569-4200.

SM: 3 bdrm live/work pent-
house apt. Amenities include 
phone answering, reception, 
state of the art conference 
rooms & facilities, high-speed 
(T1) Internet and wired comput-
er ports. Modern full kitchens & 
baths. Two large terraces 
w/ocean view. $3,000. For info 
& appointmt: (310)-526-0310. 
Weekends (310)-890-0310.

VENICE: 2+1 Hardwood floors, 
4-unit bldg. Street parking, 52 
Paloma. $1,250/mo. (310)390-
2765.

Vehicles for sale
1964 FORD Ranchero. Rebuilt 
engine, excellent condition. 
New tires, must see. $4,000. 
Call Jamie at (310)451-1770

Announcements

A BUCK a day.  That’s all it 
costs you to run a classified ad 
in the Santa Monica Daily Press 
for the first month. Call 
(310)458-7737 and mention the 
“buck a day” special to get your 
super low rate!

ABILITIES COMMISSION
monthly meetings. Sign lan-
guage interpreter. Krispy Kreme 
doughnuts. Hotline (310) 899-
3888

Announcements
IF YOU can’t find the Santa 
Monica Daily Press, request it!  
If you would like the Daily Press 
delivered to your place of busi-
ness in any of the six major 
commerical zones, call us at 
(310)458-7737.

Services
PRIVATE FITNESS training, 
Mommy and Baby fitness, Post 
Physical Therapy Training, Life 
Coaching...call The Next Step 
to Better Health. (310)428-8373

STRICTLY THERAPEUTIC
LA Stone, Swedish, 

Thai Massage, 
Deep Circulatory Body
LAURA CAVANAUGH

310-210-1265

Health/Beauty
FULL LIPS Fast. Forget expen-
sive collagen.  Works in mi-
nutes. $38 ordervc.com 310-
312-0662

Need to read
the Daily
Press?

Look for us in over 250
locations throughout the City

of Santa Monica

For circulation requests, call
the

Santa Monica Daily Press
at

310-458-PRESS (7737)

BUCK A
Day

Classified
s

through
November!

That’s all!
Employment, For Sale, For

Rent, Vehicles for sale,
Wanted, Services,
Announcements,

Health/Beauty

Call the 
Santa Monica
Daily Press

and mention this
advertisement!

(310) 458-PRESS

Santa Monica
Daily Press

Serving you since
Tuesday!
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HOLIDAY
FOOD DRIVE

Help Stop Hunger by Participating 
in the Westside Food Bank

Drop Off Canned Goods at
Westside Food Bank

Warehouse
1710 22nd St.
Santa Monica
Monday-Friday

7am-1pm

Santa Monica Chamber 
of Commerce

501 Colorado Ave. #150
Monday-Friday

9am-noon
1pm-5pm

Your donations will help supply food to 65 social agencies in Santa Monica,
Venice, Culver City, West LA, Inglewood and West Hollywood.

WESTSIDE FOOD BANK
P.O. BOX 1565, Santa Monica, CA 90406 
310) 828-6016 Fax: (310) 828-2646
www.westsidefoodbankca.org

LLAABBrriiddggee

IInntteerrnneett

S t a r t i n g  a t
$ 6 2 . 4 5 / m o !

S i g n - u p  o n l i n e  a t  L A B r i d g e . c o m  o r  c a l l  3 1 0 . 8 2 3 . 6 4 1 6  

Internet Connections

always on,
always fast

“Since LA Bridge installed 

DSL at my home, I have 

found the flexibility 

to use the Internet in 

a whole new way.”
__Bill Foster,

Apple Computer

each account includes:
• 2 static ip addresses**

• 24/7 Internet connection

• 7 days/week tech support

• 6MB personal web space

• free local dial-up acct 

• over 4000 worldwide dial-up 

locations for laptop users who 

travel. (a metered service).

By the Associated Press

LONDON — A 6-foot-tall pet ostrich
named Godzilla escaped from its owners
and led would-be captors a chase through
the streets of an English town before trot-
ting home. 

Residents of Romford on the eastern
edge of London spent nearly two hours
Thursday trying to corner the huge bird,
some using cars to block its path and oth-
ers trying to tempt it with bread and grass. 

Inspector Steve Hazlewood of the
Royal Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals then arrived at the
scene and tried to calm the bird by putting
a bag over its head — to no avail. 

He said the London Zoo suggested the
hood, “but it just flicked it off,” he said.
“They then suggested getting the vet to

sedate it with a dart, but then the owner's
son came along and led it home.

“The ostrich must have recognized the

boy because it did exactly what he said
and went off straight away,” Hazlewood
said. 

Robert Dennington, 35, said he was

delivering leaflets with his 14-year-old
son, Daniel, when they first spotted the
bird. 

“I said to Dan, ‘Tell me what that is up
the road — tell me I'm not seeing things,’”
Dennington said. 

“He said it was an ostrich, and I said to

him: ‘Thank you, Dan, I'm not going mad
after all.’” 

The two, realizing the bird could be
dangerous, led it to a closed-off area by
tempting it with bread. But when a nearby
school ended for the day, curious children
gathered around it. 

“And for some reason, the ostrich was
attracted to the smaller kids and wanted to
go after them,” Dennington said. 

The big birds, which cannot fly, are
very dangerous, RSPCA spokeswoman
Emma Nutbrown said. “Ostriches have a
very, very powerful forward kick and very
sharp claws which can cause extremely
serious injuries.” 

“A lot of children had just come out of
school when the animal escaped, and were
very close to it. It could have been lethal,”
she said.

Pet ostrich named Godzilla escapes, leading
captors on chase through London suburb 

By the Associated Press

ROMULUS, Mich. —  Former ``Baywatch'' star Yasmine Bleeth was charged
Friday with possession of cocaine. 

Bleeth was charged in 34th District Court with two counts of possession of cocaine,
a four-year felony, and one count of operating a vehicle under the influence of nar-
cotics, a misdemeanor. 

The 33-year-old pleaded innocent and was released on a $10,000 personal bond,
police said in a statement. A hearing is set for Nov. 30. 

An assistant for Bleeth, agent Larry Taube, said he had no comment on the case. 
Bleeth spent the night in jail here after patrol officers found what they suspected was

cocaine in her purse during their investigation of a car accident on Sept. 12. Police said
Friday's charges also stem from a subsequent search of Bleeth's hotel room. 

Police said Bleeth drove off Interstate 94 and onto the freeway's median strip. The
other person in the vehicle was a male passenger. Police declined to identify him. No
one was injured in the accident. 

The 31-year-old passenger is charged with one count of possession of cocaine and
being a habitual offender-third offense. 

The man was from the Detroit area, and he and Bleeth were in town to visit his rel-
atives, police said. 

Bleeth, who lives in Los Angeles, also has appeared in television's ``Nash Bridges.''

Former ‘Baywatch’ actress charged with cocaine possession

“A lot of children had just come out of school when
the animal escaped, and were very close to it. It
could have been lethal.”

EMMA NUTBROWN
RSPCA spokeswoman


