HOTEI
Parking | Kitchenettes | WiFi Available

BOOK DIRECT AND SAVE SeaviewHotel.com

THURSDAY
smdp
©)

Santa Monica Daily Press

1760 Ocean Avenue Starting from
Santa Monica, CA 90401 $
310.393.6711

+ Taxes

<« BRIAN MASER

MASER

CONDO SALES\ CALL US FOR A FREE APPRAISAL ¢+ MASERCONDOSALES.COM

WHAT'S UP WESTSIDE .........cu...... PAGE 2
CULTURAL AFFAIRS FORUM ...... PAGE 3
CRIME WATCH PAGE 8
MYSTERY PHOTO PAGE 9
HOROSCOPE PAGE 10

sm
@smdailypress B @smdailypress 'i Santa Monica Daily Press @ smdp.com

What's Up
Westside

OUT AND ABOUT
IN SANTA MONICA

Thursday, November 16

Recreation and Parks
Commission Meeting
Special meeting of the Santa
Monica Recreation and Parks
Commission. 7:30 p.m. at the Santa
Monica Institute, 330 Olympic Drive

SEE CALENDAR PAGE 2

Noteworthy

From Addis Ababa
To Brooklyn

YOU CAN'T JUDGE A BOOK

By its cover, they say. Probably
mostly true. But album covers
were a different story.

That was back in the day. When
a lot of art could be packed onto a

SEE MUSIC PAGE 5

The Re-View

Dining From One
End Of The Spectrum
To The Other

ONE OF THE THINGS WE LIKE
most about the eating scene in Los
Angeles is the terrific variety both
in ethnicity and in style. And we
try them all. Here is an example of
going from a hole in the wall to a

SEE FOOD PAGE 6

Free exhibit gives locals a glimpse

into the plight of refugees
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Kate Cagle

FAR FROM HOME: The interactive exhibit at the Pier educates participants on the refugee experience.

KATE CAGLE
Daily Press Staff Writer

Last Tuesday about a dozen high school
students huddled together in a raft near the
Santa Monica Pier. As the students sat shoul-
der to shoulder and imagined what it would
be like on the choppy waters of the
Mediterranean, they learned that many
refugees pay hundreds of dollars for life jack-
ets — which are actually made of straw.

The students were touring a free exhibition
open to the public called “Forced From Home,”
an outdoor reconstruction of refugee settings
from around the world in the parking lot off
the Pacific Coast Highway. The replica rubber
dinghy gave the students a tangible sense of the
plight of thousands of refugees from Africa and
the Middle East who are fleeing violence.

“The whole thing is a process of extortion,”
said Mark Leirer, a medical humanitarian aide
worker who is guiding tours in the exhibit.
Leirer himself has worked on a Doctors without
Borders (also known as Medecins Sans
Frontieres or MSF) boat monitoring the crisis
off the northern coast of Africa. “It’s the reality
of what’s occurring in Libya ... once you enter
Libya the only way out is on the Mediterranean.”

The Pier is just one stop on a coast-to-coast
tour giving Americans a better understanding of
life for the 65.6 million people currently dis-
placed worldwide. In addition to tents, replica

SEE EXHIBIT PAGE 3

Culture Watch

Rants and Raves

FIRST THE RANT. EVERYTHING
that can be said has been said
about “Hamilton” and Yayoi
Kusama: Infinity Mirrors at the

SEE CULTURE PAGE 7

Play Time

Swiss Women
Grapple With the
“Divine Order"

“IF WOMEN GET THE VOTE WILL
they still be home in time to cook
dinner?”

This was the sardonic campaign
poster promoting a man in
Switzerland who was running for
office. Not in the 19th century, but
near the end of the 20th.

SEE PLAY PAGE 4

Film Review
Mudbound

Rated R
134 Minutes
Released November 17

AT SUNDANCE 2017, MUDBOUND
received a well-deserved standing
ovation. This is the third full-length
feature film from writer/director
Dee Rees (Bessie, Pariah). With this
film Rees has created a symphony

SEE MOVIE PAGE 10

GABY SELLS YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD!
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Todd Mitchell
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Stress Management Group for Seniors
Weekly support group will Wg E

help you master strategies
to reduce anxiety and gain

1527 4th St., 3rd Floor ¢ Santa Monica
www.wiseandhealthyaging.org

Santa Wonica Daily Press

———— WHOLE FOODS MARKET —MMMM—

FEEDING

LOCAL FAMILIES

Visit us online at www.smdp.com

control of life’s stressors.

Shop between 11/13-11/19 and donate
at the register to support Meals on Wheels West

No cost to Santa Monica residents!
Call: (310) 394-9871, ext. 373

100% of funds collected are donated to Meals on Wheels West,

WISE & Healthy Aging is a nonprofit social services organization.

MEALSH
WHEELS

WFM.COM

dedicated to helping seniors and homebound individuals of all ages
//////s. live nourished lives with independence and dignity.
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1847 14th Str
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r|_. NERAL PLANNING & MORTUARY

HELPING FAMILIES HONOR, REMEMEBER AND CELEERATE LIFE

SERVICES

Golda Savage

Make the
Right Move!

If not now,
when?

17 years helping
Sellers and Buyers
do just that.

What's Up

Westside

OUT AND ABOUT IN SANTA MONICA

CALENDAR

FROM PAGE 1

Stress Management
Technique Class

Frances O'Brien at the Kaufman
Brentwood Branch Library, 11820 San
Vicente Boulevard. Learn what stress
is, what it can do, and several easy,
all-natural techniques for avoiding,
reducing or eliminating stress.
Admission is free. For more details,
call (310) 575-8273. 6 p.m.

Weight Management
Seminar

A free Weight Management Seminar
hosted by Kaiser Permanente West
Los Angeles and the Santa Monica
Family YMCA, featuring information
and presentations on diabetes pre-
vention and healthy eating. Santa
Monica Family YMCA, 1332 Sixth
Street, 6-7 p.m.

College Application

Drop-In Services

Get free one-on-one assistance with
college applications and essays. To
submit your application, bring your
transcript(unofficial is fine) and Social
Security, DACA or Green Card num-
ber. Computers provided, or bring
your laptop. Presented in collabora-
tion with the Santa Monica Boys &
Girls Club's College Bound Program
and Magellan Counseling. Grade 12.
Main Library, 601 Santa Monica Blvd.,
4 -6 p.m.

Housing Commission
Meeting

Regular meeting of the Housing
Commission. Ken Edwards Center,
1527 4th Street, 1st Floor,

Author & Community Hero:
Susan Burton book signing
Los Angeles resident Susan Burton's
five-year old son K.K. was killed by a

motorist driving a van through their
neighborhood. Grief-stricken, Burton
began self-medicating to cope with
the pain of her loss, leading to a more
than fifteen-year cycle of drug addic-
tion and repeated incarceration.
Never offered therapy or treatment to
deal with her demons, Burton found a
way into treatment on her own and
put herself on the path to recovery.
Empowered by her own bold choices,
and bearing witness to the epidemic
of incarceration of women, Burton
founded her own organization, A New
Way of Life, to support women facing
similar struggles. 7 - 8:30 p.m. Main
Library, 601 Santa Monica Blvd.

Beach=Culture Exhibit
Opening

Opening Reception for ‘Luchita
Hurtado: Figures and Forms'. Join
organizers for an exhibition of histor-
ical works from the 1940s to the
1990s by artist Luchita Hurtado
Mullican (b. 1920, Caracas,
Venezuela.) 6 - 8 p.m. Annenberg
Community Beach House, 415 PCH,
for reservations visit http://annen-
bergbeachhouse.com/beachculture.

Classic Movie and
Discussion: Body and Soul
Film scholar Vivian Rosenberg
screens and discusses this gritty, noir
classic about an unscrupulous, mob-
affiliated boxer (John Garfield) who
tries to find redemption and regain
this self-respect with a late-career
comeback. (Film runtime: 106 min) 2 -
4:30 p.m. Montana Avenue Branch
Library, 1704 Montana Ave,

Current Events Discussion
Group

Join organizers for a lively discussion
of the latest news with your friends
and neighbors. Fairview Branch
Library, 2101 Ocean Park Blvd, 1- 2:30
p.m.

310.770.4490
golda@bulldogrealtors.com

For help submitting an event, contact us at
310-458-7737 or submit to events@smdp.com

— CORRECTION
In the Wednesday edition of the Daily Press, language in the story “Restaurant own-
tz BU LLD D G REALTDRS ers, Chamber question Union's influence on policy” suggested money from Unite Here
Local 11 had been given directly to candidates’' campaigns for office. The figures listed are
\ 1209 Abbot Kinney Boulevard, Venice the total value of support including money given to independent committees not con-
h trolled by the candidates. Direct donations to candidates are capped at $340.
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COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Downtown

Dr. Marcela Pan on Maria Callas: Life and Art

Santa Monica Public Library, in partnership with Los Angeles Metropolitan Opera, wel-
come Dr. Marcela Pan for a multimedia talk on legendary opera diva Maria Callas at the
Main Library's Martin Luther King, Jr. Auditorium, 601 Santa Monica Blvd., on Saturday,
November 18, at 2 p.m.

Born on December 2, 1923, soprano Maria Callas grew to become one of the most
renowned and influential opera singers of all time. Join us as musicologist Dr. Marcela
Pan presents the multimedia lecture Maria Callas: Life and Art. From Callas’ childhood
and youthful training in Greece, to the peak of her career and her dramatic final years,
Dr. Pan's lecture provides insight into the legendary diva's public and private lives. The
lecture also provides details on the Los Angeles Metropolitan Opera's Gala Concert to
celebrate Callas' birthday on December 2, 2017 - see www.losangelesmet.com for more
information.

This program is free and open to all. Seating is limited and on a first arrival basis.
Santa Monica Public Library is wheelchair accessible. For disability-related accommoda-
tions, call Library Administration at (310) 458-8606 at least one week prior to event.
The Main Library is served by Big Blue Bus routes 1, R10 and 18. Ride your bike. Bicycle
parking racks are available at the library.

SUBMITTED BY ROBERT GRAVES, PUBLIC SERVICES LIBRARIAN

sSMIEJIC Public Policy Institute Hosts
Annual Arts And Cultural Affairs Forum

The Santa Monica College Public Policy Institute (PPI) will present its Annual Arts and
Cultural Affairs Forum November 16-December 3. The theme for this year's community
forum is “Princesses, Ballerinas, and Warriors: The ‘Woman’ Question in American Culture.”

The PPI Annual Arts and Cultural Affairs Forum features speakers, panel discussions,
and dance performances for audiences ranging from fifth graders to adults. All forum
events are open to the public, and most events are free. Seating is on a first-arrival basis
if reservations are not required.

“Our forum will explore how art can shed light on important issues in our society and
inspire engagement and advocacy leading to changes in public policies and laws,” said
PPI co-director and SMC political science professor Dr. Richard Tahvildaran-Jesswein.

The PPI Annual Arts and Cultural Affairs Forum lineup is:

e Thursday, November 16 at 11:15 a.m.: The UnNatural History Museum. A collaboration
between One Mile and SMC Public Policy Institute Interns offers a rare exhibition of
unusual curiosities, living attractions, and extraordinary experiments in human evolu-
tion, presenting the viewer with a paradigm shift, where histories of gender do not have
to repeat, social roles are reversed, and more. Free. SMC Clock Tower on SMC's main
campus (1900 Pico Blvd., Santa Monica).

* Monday, November 20 at 7 p.m.:. Women, Gender, Power - Breaking Barriers in
Entertainment and Politics."” A discussion on the current climate in Hollywood and in pol-
itics, and the challenges women in both fields face to break barriers and to break stories
will be led by a panel that includes award-winning journalist Kim Masters, the Editor at
Large of “The Hollywood Reporter” and host of KCRW's “The Business"; former Los
Angeles City Council member and City of LA Controller Wendy Greuel; and award-winning
television producer Korin Huggins, Chief Executive Officer and cofounder of Kronicle
Media, which creates content for and about women from diverse perspective. Free. SMC
Theatre Arts Complex Main Stage on SMC's main campus (1900 Pico Blvd., Santa Monica).

* Tuesday, November 21 at 11:15 a.m.: “The Unfinished Business of Feminism: The
Recent Assaults on Women in Politics, Culture, and Campuses, and the Need for a Gender
Center at SMC.” A roundtable discussion features SMC students, faculty, and staff lead-
ers. Free. Humanities & Social Science Lecture Hall 165 on SMC's main campus (1900
Pico Blvd., Santa Monica).

* November 25, November 26, December 2, December 3 at 1 p.m. and 5 p.m.:
Tchaikovsky's “The Nutcracker” Ballet. The Westside Ballet, joined by the SMC
Symphony and SMC dancers, presents its annual holiday extravaganza featuring
Tchaikovsky's majestic score, Balanchine's exuberant choreography, falling snow, and a
Christmas tree that grows. See westsideballet.com for ticket details. The Broad Stage at
the SMC Performing Arts Center (1310 11th St., Santa Monica). Free onsite parking.

"For this year's forum, we are presenting a wide range of events to highlight how the
arts reflect struggles in society,” said SMC Public Policy Institute co-director Shari Davis,
“and to engage in substantive dialogue about how the issues around women, gender, and
power affect us all, and explore how public policy might facilitate positive changes.”

SMC's Public Policy Institute provides nonpartisan community programs exploring key
economic, social, and political issues. SMC offers an Associate in Arts Degree and
Certificate of Achievement in public policy, and students can specialize in one of five
public policy areas: arts and cultural affairs, education, environment and sustainability,
public health, and urban/socioeconomic issues.

The Annual Arts and Cultural Affairs Forum is cosponsored by a wide range of educa-
tion, government, and community organizations and donors, including: Associated
Students of Santa Monica College, SMC Associates, Santa Monica College Foundation,
Westside School of Ballet, SMC Dance Department, SMC Symphony Orchestra, SMC
Music Department, Santa Monica-Malibu Unified School District, Santa Monica-Malibu
Education Foundation, and The Broad Stage.

For more information about the Fall Forum, go to www.smc.edu/ppi or call (310) 434-3541.

SUBMITTED BY GRACE SMITH, SMC PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICER

TELL SANTA MONICA WHAT YOU THINK!

WRITE A LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Email to: letters@smdp.com or fax to (310) 576-9913

dpcom  Santa Monica Daily Press office (310) 458-7737
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The exhibit is produced by Doctors Without Borders.

EXHIBIT

FROM PAGE 1

boats and real equipment, the experience uti-
lizes virtual reality and 360-degree videos to
take participants to Iraq, Lebanon, Mexico,
Tanzania and South Sudan.

“We need to bring back some humanity
to this conversation about the refugee crisis,”
said Jason Cone, executive director for
Doctors without Borders.

The exhibit comes to Santa Monica as the
United States ends a special refugee program
for Central American children. The pro-
gram was established in 2014 by the Obama
administration amid a flood of children
attempting the dangerous journey from El
Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras, fleeing
violence and other threats.

The Trump administration also announced
this week an end to the temporary protected
status that allowed some Nicaraguans to live in
the U.S. In a third blow to refugees seeking
help here, President Donald Trump signed an
executive order imposing tight new restric-
tions on refugees from 11 countries that have
been deemed to warrant extra screening. The
administration says the moves are necessary to
ensure national security.

While advocacy groups confront Trump’s
travel bans in federal courts, Cone says MSF
is confronting a misconception by the public
on why many refugees leave their homes.

“I think people have a sense that refugees
are leaving their homes out of choice and

that couldn’t be further from the truth,”
Cone said. “Most of the people I've met ...
these are people who waited until the very
last minute when their lives are directly
threatened to leave home.”

Among the children on school trips, Santa
Monica Mayor Ted Winterer toured the
10,000 square foot exhibit this week, noting
that he and his wife donate to MSF every year.

“We believe that those of us who live in
the United States, an affluent society where
we are lucky enough to have a roof over our
heads and access to nutritious food and
good medical care and safe and clean water,
need to help those throughout the world
who are not so fortunate,” Winterer said.

Winterer noted that climate change and
extreme weather conditions are predicted to
worsen the plight of many refugees. While
the exhibit is not meant to be a fundraiser
for MSE, it gives aide workers a chance to
tulfill part of their mission.

“I have an insight into this movement
that other people don’t get to have and part
of our responsibility is to share it,” aide
worker Leirer said.

The exhibit is in the parking lot adjacent
to the Santa Monica Pier at 1550 Pacific
Coast Highway, and open from 9 a.m. to 5
p.m. today through Nov. 19. The public is
welcome to simply walk up, no tickets
required. The exhibit is free.

The Associated Press contributed to this
report.

kate@smdp.com
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Not even Wonder Woman can save ‘Justice League’

BY LINDSEY BAHR
AP Film Writer

It’s hard not to feel a little bad for the DC
Comics films at this point.

They have the unenviable task having to
form an identity in the shadows of the films of
the Marvel Cinematic Universe, which are
usually good and rarely unwatchable, and the
continued glow of Christopher Nolan’s Dark
Knight trilogy, which are seeming more and
more like transcendent anomalies as we get
deeper into this never-ending cycle of super
humans crowding our multiplexes. DC got off
to a rocky start and then Patty Jenkins went
and made a very good “Wonder Woman.”

And yet somehow it is no surprise that
“Justice League “ tips the balances back in
the wrong direction. Although marginally
better than “Batman v Superman” and
“Suicide Squad,” director Zack Snyder’s lat-
est is still a profound mess of maudlin mus-
cles, incoherent action and jaw-droppingly
awful CGL. It is big, loud, awful to look at
and oh-so-dumb.

With Superman (Henry Cavill) dead, and
the world facing yet another devastating
threat (yawn) this time at the hands of some
ancient creature named Steppenwolf
(Ciaran Hinds) and his army of giant alien
mosquitoes, which look like Saturday morn-
ing Power Rangers villains, Batman/Bruce
Wayne (Ben Affleck) and Wonder
Woman/Diana Prince (Gal Gadot) go in
search of some new recruits: Barry
Allen/The Flash (Ezra Miller), a quippy
“kid” who’s excited to join the team; Arthur
Curry/Aquaman (Jason Momoa) who talks
like a surfer bro and looks like a Nordic
bodybuilder with ombre locks and fisher-
men’s knits; And Victor Stone/Cyborg (Ray
Fisher), who is still in the sulky “why me”
phase of his superhero career.

There are some good moments, thanks
in large part to the addition of Miller,
whose quick, self-deprecating humor (like-
ly the result of Joss Whedon’s script and
reshoot work) and general liveliness steals
scenes away from his brawnier and moodi-
er counterparts.

But everything else about “Justice
League” feels labored, from a preposterous
underwater battle that comes out of
nowhere and the camaraderie between the
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ross@smdp.com

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS
David Pisarra,
Charles Andrews,

superheroes that never clicks into place, to
Batman’s lumbering gait (does the batsuit
weigh 300 pounds?) and Superman’s mouth
which looks a little ... off. It’s likely because
the production had to digitally remove
Cavill’s “Mission: Impossible 6” mustache
for re-shoots. After experiencing this unnat-
urally altered face on the big screen, it seems
like the worst possible compromise.

And never has it been so obvious that
the character of Wonder Woman is now
being presented through a man’s eyes.
Snyder chooses on multiple occasions to let
the shot linger on Gadot’s figure, whether
panning up her legs unnecessarily to get to
a normal scene of dialogue or making sure
that the camera is there to capture the
moment when her skirt flies up in an action
sequence. It is, quite frankly, gross and a
wildly disappointing departure from what
Patty Jenkins was able to accomplish with
the character earlier this year.

There’s even an attempt to humanize the
potential destruction with a random
impoverished Eastern European family
struggling to defend their homestead. The
story focuses in on the family’s young
daughter, who, in braided pigtails picks up
a can of bug spray as a defense. You'd think
that this might come back and provide an
opportunity for her to a) see and be
inspired by Wonder Woman in action or b)
at least get saved by her. It would be so
obvious. But they don’t even meet.

It’s just a tiny example of how “Justice
League” feels like a bunch of disconnected
moments with no governing theory behind
it other than the fact that this movie has to
come at this time to introduce audiences to
characters whose stand-alone movies have
already been promised to shareholders.

It’s not too late to re-think this whole
thing and start over. Just keep Gadot
around, please.

“Justice League,” a Warner Bros.
release, is rated PG-13 by the Motion
Picture Association of America for
“sequences of sci-fi violence and action.”
Running time: 121 minutes. One and a
half stars out of four.

MPAA Definition of PG-13: Parents strongly cau-
tioned. Some material may be inappropriate for
children under 13.
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Women in Switzerland march for the right to vote.

PLAY

FROM PAGE 1

It was a time in Switzerland when men
still made all the rules and all the decisions
and their wives made all the beds and
washed the socks, in quiet servitude and
unrelieved oppression.

A new film, submitted by Switzerland for
consideration in the Oscar race for Best
Foreign Language Film, is now making its
Los Angeles debut. It is called “The Divine
Order” and it details the battle waged by the
women in a small, beautiful village in the
middle of nowhere for their emancipation
and their right to vote.

A young woman named Nora (played by
Swiss actress Marie Leuenberger) lives mod-
estly with her husband Hans (Max
Simonischek) and their two young school-
age sons. Hans’ unpleasant father lives with
them as well, complaining about everything.

Having served as a virtual servant to her
family for all the years of her marriage, Nora
has grown a bit restless and decides she
would like to apply for an available position
at a local travel agency. But Hans forbids it.

Shortly thereafter, on an errand in a near-
by village she comes upon a table where a
woman is offering pamphlets supporting
women’s liberation. Seeing that Nora
appears to be interested, the woman supplies
her with an armful of persuasive literature,
including a book by Betty Friedan. All of
which Nora reads diligently.

Then, at a public meeting in her own vil-
lage, she meets an elderly woman named
Vroni who is apparently the only supporter
of the upcoming national referendum on
voting rights for women. All the other
women present, and the men, contend that
“Women don’t want the right to vote.”

Teaming up with this new friend, Nora
begins the massive effort of organizing an
“informational event” to discuss the issue,
and wisely advertises that free pizza and beer
will be provided.

Although everyone comes to the meeting, all
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the men deride the idea of women seeking
equality and the women are too intimidated to
speak up. They have been admonished by the
crusty female President of the Anti-Politicization
of Women Action Committee that “Equality of
the sexes is a crime against nature” and “Women
in politics are simply against the Divine Order”
and “What they call ‘emancipation’ is in reality a
curse for us women.

Disheartened, Nora dares the women to
call a strike, and she arranges for them to
gather in the local restaurant for meals and
then not go home to their families, but go
upstairs to sleep in the restaurant’s large
attic. And she is overwhelmed by the num-
ber of women who show up to do that.

In this new venue the women have time
to amuse themselves with cards and other
games, and also to examine their lives and
contemplate changes. So that later, when
some of the husbands barge in to drag their
wives home, they discover that their women
have acquired some strength to change their
own attitudes and behavior.

There are a number of subplots which
allow the viewer to get to know the women
individually, and to rejoice with them when
they achieve their goal. But even though the
referendum passed in 1971, it took another
ten years before Swiss women were actually
able to vote.

Ironically, their sister suffragettes in
America had been granted the same right
some 60 years earlier, in 1920.

This film, “The Divine Order” by Petra
Volpe is exquisite, not only for the earnest-
ness of the actors, but also for the snowy
beauty of the winter landscape in
Switzerland. Beautifully directed and gor-
geously shot, this engaging film is a must-
see. It opens tomorrow, Friday, November
17, at Laemmle’s Royal and Playhouse 7 and
in many other theaters in Los Angeles short-
ly thereafter.

CYNTHIA CITRON has worked as a journalist,
public relations director, documentary screen-
writer and theater reviewer. She may be
reached at ccitron66@gmail.com.

OPINIONS EXPRESSED are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters to the Editor can be submitted to letters@smdp.com. Receipt of a letter does not guarantee
publication and all content is published at the discretion of the paper. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content. All submissions must include the author's name, address and phone number for the purposes of verification.
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MUSIC

FROM PAGE 1

12 x 12-inch space. (As a lot of born-again
vinyl junkies are now discovering.) And a lot
of liner notes. I learned most of what I know
about the facts and details of music from
liner notes, and from musician listings, pored
over — who’s playing what, on which track.

When I whittled my collection of 7,000
LPs down a few years back (space considera-
tions, in a small condo), I used mainly three
criteria for keepers: the rarity, oddity or
importance (including awesome excellence),
the personal connection, and the album art.
In most cases limiting it to one or two,
maybe three LPs, max, for any one artist. I
was really draconian in the selection process.

I wound up keeping 1800 albums I could-
n’t bear to live without. (And still shed a tear
for those on the periphery that didn’t make
the final cut.)

But it was different standard by which I
plucked an LP from my stacks of promo
copies, when I was an active reviewer, decid-
ing which to take a chance on and play next.
Many criteria there, but a tipping factor was
often, what label is it on?

THOSE DAYS ARE MOSTLY GONE

Of course, because record labels have
become much less relevant in these days
of indie music. But they’re still around,
and while the numbers of great small
labels has shrunk, you can still sometimes
tell an album by its cover, or should we
say, publisher.

When I started in this meshugena busi-
ness, Warner Bros./Reprise was one of the
biggest labels, and also the best. Credit the
leadership at the top. Joe Smith and Mo
Ostin guided them from the days of pop
crooners like Bing Crosby and Sinatra
through the creative late ‘60s and ‘70s, along
with Lenny Waronker (later president) and
Ted Templeman in production and A&R,
and “Creative Director” and “King of the
Liner Notes” Stan Cornyn. Amazing, really,
that such a corporate giant could be taken
over by such a crazy crew of risk takers and
visionaries.

(I once had a two-hour interview — his
idea — with Waronker in his posh office in
Burbank when I was working on a maga-
zine piece about Beach Boy genius Brian
Wilson and his first solo album ever. I was
impressed but skeptical when he told his
secretary to “hold his calls” — yeah, right
— but then his phone did not ring the
whole time I was there. A boyhood friend
of Randy Newman, he was producing a
long, very strange cinematic cut on
Wilson’s album, and they wanted to pitch
Brian to a younger, hipper audience as the
out-there creative force that he was, not
just some corpulent beach boy.)

GOOD NEWS IN THE MAILBOX

Front row concert seats and a cornucopia
of music flowing through my mailbox, those
were the days. (But very little money, of
course.) Great days for all music lovers
because the creatives were in charge, not the
suits. But to this day, there are still some
labels that stand out as good bets.

One of them is Real World, founded by
former Genesis frontman and big time
humanitarian Peter Gabriel in 1989 to pro-
mote his blossoming love of world music,
and still going strong. Looking at their cata-
log and listening to a handful of new releas-
es, I could cruise for a long time on nothing
but Real World.

They are now re-releasing some of their
“hit” albums from their 28-year history. By the
likes of the great Pakistani Qawwali singer
Nusrat Fateh Ali Khan, Afro Celt Sound
System, LA heroes Dengue Fever and Ozomatli,
Papa Wemba, Blind Boys of Alabama.

JOHN
MCEUEN

MADE IN
BROOKLYN

MCEUEN

And, stunning young Ethiopian pianist
Samuel Yirga, and his exciting Addis Ababa
collective Dub Colossus. These two discs
have been occupying my music head the
most lately, and I will tell you more about
both releases next Thursday. Til then, just
trust me, go get them.

I give them both an enthusiastic endorse-
ment. I have a small quibble or two with the
newest release from a revered figure in
American music, John McEuen.

“(Roots Music) Made in Brooklyn” —
John McEuen (Chesky Records) To be fair,
this is almost entirely an excellent outing
from the founder of the Nitty Gritty Dirt
Band. But the missteps grate on me.

John, you'’re an icon of country folk, and
50, to a lesser degree, is David Amram. But
his flute and pennywhistle mostly don’t
work, in a mostly country context. You were
probably thrilled to find him (at 86) avail-
able for this recording, but you should have
just had lunch and invited him to watch.
I'm fine with pushing musical boundaries,
and while the clarinet works... pretty
much, a bit of a N’Awlins touch, not the
tooty flutes, please.

Another faux pas McEuen should surely
be aware of by now: 10-minute story-songs,
followed by another minute of just story, are
things almost no regular listener wants to
hear more than once or twice. He did thank-
fully put them at the end, so maybe he’s say-
ing, just stop after “Mr. Bojangles.” Fair
enough, but 'm really comfortable and
don’t want to get up and walk across the
room, okay John? We’re about the same age.
You understand.

Warren Zevon’s “Dirty Life and Times”
and “Excitable Boy”? Unusual, but they
work. Love the nuggets like “She Darked the
Sun” and Johnny Cash’s aching “I Still Miss
Someone.” I love New Grass Revival’s John
Cowan’s voice, and David Bromberg’s, and
Steve Martin’s (yes, that Steve Martin) banjo,
and everything McEuen plays and sings.

Lose the flutes and the last two cuts and I
would probably give it an A plus. God bless John
McEuen. In a church in Brooklyn, no less. Oh,
and sonic wizard David Chesky, who recorded
this live to his superb hi-def standards.

RECOMMENDED: Sat., Walt Disney Concert Hall,
as part of the Santa Monica-based Jacaranda
Music series, “Opposing Natures: Music of
Mark Grey & Dylan Mattingly” (John
Adams proteges), approximately (?!) 5:30, as
part of the Noon to Midnight: A Day of New
Music, with pop-up performances through-
out the hall by LA’s “top new music ensem-
bles” Food trucks! Beer! Only 10 bucks!
Sounds like a great time.

LYRIC OF THE WEEK: “In your eyes, the light, the
heat, in your eyes I am complete, in your
eyes I see the doorway to a thousand church-
es” — Peter Gabriel (“In Your Eyes”)

CHARLES ANDREWS has lived in Santa Monica
for 31 years and wouldn't live anywhere else in
the world. Really. Send love and/or rebuke to
him at therealmrmusic@gmail.com
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IMIEAL: My lonely Wagyu beef at Patina.

FOOD

FROM PAGE 1

great French icon.

If you are not looking for it you probably
would not notice Kreation near the corner of
10th and Montana in Santa Monica. And if
you look at their menu, you won't find the
address. It is literally a hole in the wall, with
a few tables on the sidewalk, and a long nar-
row corridor leading to a small room in the
back. Food might be best described as New
Age with a Persian accent. Clearly a lot of
vegans and others on special diets love this
place. The most popular dish seems to be
chicken kebabs, spiced with turmeric. There
are lots of salads, and some excellent dips.
The last time I was there I had some hum-
mus, eggplant dip, and grilled corn on the
cob. The six soup choices on the menu are
clearly for the new age group.

One of the best features is the juice list.
admit to ignorance of many of the names,
but I've had great Coconut milk and
smoothies. There are about three dozen
juices on the menu.

There is a surprising extensive menu for
such a small kitchen, lot of salads, wraps,
and plates, and 18 choices for breakfast
alone. The lox plate at breakfast looked
great, and you can order any kind of coffee.
We ate well for $45.

The restaurant is open every day from 7
a.m. to 10 p.m. I love those hours!

The next day, on the way to see an opera,
we had an early dinner at Patina, clearly one
of the best (and most expensive) French
restaurants in town. Of course there aren’t
many French restaurants around any more.

The ambiance, the service, the soft music,
the widely spaced tables, the friendly and
helpful wine steward, and the beautiful
cheese cart—all this was perfect. There is lit-
tle to complain about— but trust me, I can.

I hate restaurants that only offer a fixed
price menu instead of a la carte selections.
Sometimes I like to order two appetizers for
my meal, and sometimes just one plate plus
the cheese carte. Not here.

And T hate wine lists that cater to people
interested in spending $500 or more for a
bottle of wine. Who wants to go over a list of
a dozen Cote Rotie wines at around $1,000 a
bottle or more? Why are the delicious Syrah-
Grenache wines of Provence missing? Where
are the well-priced Malbecs from Argentina?
Note that even the Rothschild family has wine

Merv Hecht

Kreation

1023 Montana Ave
Santa Monica, CA 90403
310-458-4880

Patina

Walt Disney Concert Hall,
141 S Grand Ave,

Los Angeles, CA 90012
patinagroup.com
213-972-3331

holdings in both of those areas. If those wines
are good enough for the Rothschild family
they should be good enough for Patina.

After being unable to find a reasonably
priced wine on the extensive list, I threw
myself on the mercy of the wine stewardess,
who did find an almost reasonably priced
half-bottle of Merry Edwards California
Pinot noir at $45. But it’s disappointing to
have to order a California wine in a high-end
French restaurant.

And so we come to the food. Individually
the quality was first class. But when I looked
at my two slices of (American) Wagyu beef
with a few pieces of some fried vegetable on
the side and a weird Parmesan strip with lit-
tle balls of mashed celery—I felt sorry for
the beef, which I am sure felt lonely. There
was one delicious piece of well-cooked beef
in gravy (gravy is not sauce) in the middle
of the plate. But the key entrée was bare. In
France there would be a great sauce on or
next to a lean cut of beef like this, a beauti-
ful timbale of some vegetable soufflé on the
side of the plate, and some potato au gratin
on a separate side dish. Lean cuts of rare
beef don’t have much flavor and beg for
sauce. The braised beef gravy was not
enough, and personally I found two beef
preparations overkill.

Was it worth over $300? I guess so, once
in a while. But I still remember all the great
meals we've had in France. I've lived in
France, and this wasn’t France.

MERV HECHT, like many Harvard Law School
graduates, went into the wine business after
law. In 1988 he began writing restaurant reviews
and books. His latest book is “The Instant Wine
Connoisseur, 3d edition” available on Amazon.
He currently works for several companies that
source and distribute food and wine products
internationally. Send your comments to:
mervynhecht@yahoo.com.
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Broad Museum. You've seen the Instagram
pictures, the selfies on Facebook. But if you
wanted tickets for either of these, you'd be
hard pressed to get one.

I managed to buy my way into a good seat
for Hamilton; I was blessed to attend the
Kusama media preview and am immensely
grateful for that extraordinary experience.

Here’s the issue: Hamilton is excellent,
Kusama is mind-bending; and it’s nearly
impossible to get tickets for either. Shouldn’t
art and the arts should be accessible to all?

Hamilton’s price point is way out of reach for
most people and Kusama tickets at the Broad
Museum sold out in minutes, even after a second
batch was offered. Now all you can hope for is to
stand in line for same day entry to Kusama or to
mortgage your home for Hamilton.

I loved Hamilton; I loved the Kusama
exhibition. But is this fair? Sure, there’s a lot-
tery for Hamilton tickets. I still enter daily
(not that I want you competing with me but
here’s the link: www.luckyseat.com).

I paid more than half my mortgage for a
Hamilton ticket. I don’t see why these things
have to cost so much. I don’t begrudge per-
formers making a living or producers mak-
ing a profit. But if the object is to get people
in the door, ticket prices ranging from $200
to over $1000 is not the way to do it.

Yes, school children from all across LA
and all socio-economic groups were given
seats and that’s super. It’s a great way to
interest young folks in history (and not a
bad refresher for us older folks) and to get
them excited about theatre, too.

Surely the Broad knew how wildly popular
the Kusama fest was going to be. But the man-
ner of the ticket release felt unfair. People who
waited on hold for hours got disconnected
and lost their place in line. I would’ve been
mad enough to punch a hole in a wall.

I know there’s no real solution to what
I'm saying, but I had to express my feelings.

RAVES

OK, rant’s over so let me say Hamilton
was worth every penny. It’s the first time in
my life I've studied a plot summary and lis-
tened to a soundtrack in advance of a theatri-
cal event. Because I'm not a rap fan, the price
I paid for the ticket made me extra attentive
to lyrics and the plot points they deliver.

Hamilton is every bit the phenomenon
that it’s cracked up to be. And as far as rap
goes? It ain’t gangsta. It’s absolutely intoxicat-

Collection of the Artist
All the Eternal Love | Have for the Pumpkins, 2016.
Wood, mirrors, plastic, acrylic and LEDS

ing but even more, it’s brilliant. Condensing
decades of history into a few key moments in
the life of one of our more colorful Founding
Fathers, and translating them into rap,
rhyme and rhythm is simply an act of genius
on the part of creator Lin-Manuel Miranda.

I loved Rory O’Malley as King George (I
know I'm supposed to hate him!). His super
poppy tune (the one you’ll leave the theatre
humming) is like watching a 1960s British
invasion band movie, kids in mini-skirts and
go-go boots with big flowery designs bound-
ing through a field of daisies. And Thomas
Jefferson (Jordan Donica), who also plays the
Marquis de Lafayette, is just chock full of atti-
tude and a hair-tossing floppy ‘fro to match it.

How much did I like Hamilton? Well I
worked out to the soundtrack the next day.
And I'm still listening to it. I hope I win a
lottery ticket so I can see it again.

KUSAMA

As for Yayoi Kusama’s Infinity Mirrors, in a
word, your eyes will never be the same. The
Infinity Mirror that has been on view for a few
years will go away when the exhibition closes,
and I feel blessed that on media preview day, I
was able to go in several times for that remark-
able experience of feeling like you're floating
in space, looking out into the blinking stars of
an infinite universe. It's magical.

I took as many photos as I could while
trying to pay attention to the art: youre only
allowed 30 seconds in each room. The one I
enjoyed the most was the one that allows no
photography because it’s the most personal
to the artist — her pumpkin patch.

And then there’s the audience participa-
tion room: as you enter, you're handed col-
ored dots to stick on the walls, furniture,
everything. It was nearly all white with just a
few colored dots when I first saw it. Now it’s
nearly fully dotted out, thanks to all the peo-
ple who've seen the show.

I won’t try to tell you what Kusama’s art
means, but she was 16 in Japan when the
atom bombs were dropped; infinity and
obliteration are embedded in her work
(along with a good deal of OCD). But if you
have enough adventure in you to wait in line
for the few daily non-reserved tickets, you
won’t be disappointed.

Colorful lights, mirrors, polka dots, infin-
ity: it’s the ultimate immersive experience.

SARAH A. SPITZ is an award-winning public
radio producer, now retired from KCRW, where
she also produced arts stories for NPR. She
writes features and reviews for various print and
online publications.

YOUR OPINION MATTERS! SEND YOUR LETTERS TO e Santa Monica Daily Press e Attn.
Editor: e 1640 5th Street, Suite 218 e Santa Monica, CA 90401 e letters@smdp.com
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Crime Watch is culled from reports provided by the Santa Monica Police Department.
These are arrests only. All parties are innocent until proven quilty in a court of law.

ON OCTOBER 31, AT ABOUT 4:19 P.M.

Officers responded to a radio call for service at the 1800 block of 11th Street - alley - in
regards to several subjects taking a bicycle apart that was possibly stolen. Officers
arrived and located two bicycles and a subject that was trying to hide behind a car. The
subject was ordered out and found to be on probation for grand theft. A search of his
property revealed a narcotics smoking pipe, several items commonly used to commit
burglaries - bolt cutters, drill bits, shaved keys, pliers. The subject could not explain why
he was in possession of the items and indicated he had found them. The subject was

taken into custody. Bryan Azael Aceituno, 25, homeless, was arrested for possession of
burglary tools, possession of narcotics paraphernalia and misappropriation of lost prop-
erty. Bail $500.

i DAILY POLICE LOG

callus today (310) 458-7737

smdp
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SURF FORECASTS

WATER TEMP: 64.4°

THURSDAY - FAIR - surr: 2-3 ft knee to waist high

Small S swell. Smaller NW windswell.

FRIDAY - FAIR - surr: 2-3 ft knee to waist high
Small S swell. Small WNW pulse.
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) CITY OF SANTA MONICA
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

Santa Monica

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City of Santa Monica invites sealed proposals for
RFP: #148 PROPERTY TAX INFORMATION AND AUDIT SERVICES
e Submission Deadline is December 6th, 2017 at 5:00 PM Pacific Time.

Proposals must include forms furnished by the City of Santa Monica. Request for
Proposals may be obtained on the CITY’S ONLINE VENDOR PORTAL. The website for this
Request for Proposals and related documents is: Planet Bids or
http://vendors.planetbids.com/SantaMonica/bidsearch4.cfm. There is no charge for the
RFP package.

@‘

P

City of
Santa Monica’

CITY OF SANTA MONICA
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City of Santa Monica invites sealed proposals for
RFP: #149 ORGANIZATIONAL DEVELOPMENT, TEAMWORK AND STRATEGIC PLANNING
e Submission Deadline is December 15, 2017 at 3:00 PM Pacific Time.

Proposals must include forms furnished by the City of Santa Monica. Request for Proposals may
be obtained on the CITY’S ONLINE VENDOR PORTAL. The website for this Request for Proposals

and related documents is: Planet Bids or http://vendors.planetbids.com/SantaMonica/bid-
search4.cfm. There is no charge for the RFP package.

INTERESTED IN ADVERTISING IN THE ONLY LOCAL DAILY PAPER IN SANTA MONICA?
dpcom  Santa Monica Daily Press office (310) 458-7737
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The Santa Monica Police
Department Responded To 367
Calls For Service On Nov. 14.

HERE IS A SAMPLING OF THOSE
CALLS CHOSEN BY THE
SANTA MONICA DAILY PRESS STAFF.

Living in a vehicle 1000 block 7th 12:01 a.m.
Petty theft 1100 block Wilshire 12:35 a.m.
Person down 11th / Wilshire 6:12 a.m.

Auto burglary 800 block 22nd 6:51 a.m.
Petty theft 1600 block the beach 7:21 a.m.
Traffic collision Stewart / Pico 7:32 a.m.
Petty theft 1800 block Lincoln 7:50 a.m.
Encampment1700 block the beach 8:06 a.m.
Theft recyclables 1600 block Washington
8:16 a.m.

Encampment1700 block the beach 8:24 a.m.
Traffic collision 16th / Ocean Park 8:41 a.m.
Traffic collision 18th / Olympic 8:47 a.m.
Auto burglary 2300 block California 8:49 a.m.
Encampment 1600 block the beach 8:50 a.m.
Encampment 1300 block 26th 9:18 a.m.
Fraud 3100 block airport 9:24 a.m.
Encampment 600 block Wilshire 9:25 a.m.
Burglary 3100 block Frederick 9:27 a.m.
Battery 1100 block Wilshire 9:34 a.m.
Encampment 1300 block Ocean Front
Walk 9:39 a.m.

Stalking 800 block 26th 10:07 a.m.
Encampment Appian Way / Pacific Ter
10:11 a.m.

Encampment 1600 block Ocean Front
Walk 10:12 a.m.

Assault 300 block Santa Monica PI10:20 a.m.
Burglary 1100 block 11th 10:22 a.m.
Encampment 900 block Palisades Beach
10:27 a.m.

Encampment 700 block the beach 10:49 a.m.
Bike theft 1200 block 2nd 10:55 a.m.
Petty theft 1800 block Lincoln 11:01 a.m.
Burglary 800 block 4th 11:05 a.m.

Identity theft 400 block Montana 11:33 a.m.
Encampment 1300 block Ocean Front
Walk 11:46 a.m.

Traffic collision 700 block Montana 11:52 a.m.
Hit and run 1200 block 4th 11:58 a.m.
Defrauding innkeeper 1900 block
Cloverfield 1:11 p.m.

Petty theft 300 block San Vicente 1:12 p.m.
Panhandling 4th / Interstate 10 1:17 p.m.
Petty theft 400 block Marine 1:27 p.m.
Vandalism 1600 block Franklin 1:28 p.m.
Person with a gun 500 block Olympic 1:44 p.m.
Indecent exposure 1200 block Wilshire
2:27 p.m.

Hit and run 1500 block 4th 3:06 p.m.

Hit and run 2600 block Colorado 3:17 p.m.
Indecent exposure 2600 block Main 3:29 p.m.
Speeding 1400 block 2nd 3:45 p.m.
Traffic collision Lincoln / Pico 3:51 p.m.
Petty theft 1700 block Ocean Front Walk
3:59 p.m.

Hit and run 1700 block Pearl 5:14 p.m.
Encampment 800 block Bay 5:35 p.m.

Hit and run 1500 block 4th 5:44 p.m.

Hit and run 5th / Broadway 6:14 p.m.
Traffic collision Lincoln / Raymond 6:15 p.m.
Rape 1300 block 9th 6:34 p.m.

Battery 300 block Colorado 6:37 p.m.
Grand theft 1300 block 15th 6:38 p.m.
Petty theft 2700 block Wilshire 6:42 p.m.
Petty theft 300 block Colorado 7:09 p.m.
Hit and run Main / Pier 7:33 p.m.

Auto burglary 2200 block Cloverfield 7:33 p.m.
Drunk driving investigation Lincoln / Pearl
8:10 p.m.

Encampment1400 block 25th 8:12 p.m.
Petty theft 1800 block Lincoln 8:12 p.m.
Auto burglary 400 block Adelaide 8:15 p.m.
Auto burglary 1400 block Stanford 8:31 p.m.
Auto burglary 1400 block 4th 9:07 p.m.
Petty theft 1300 block 3rd Street Prom
9:12 p.m.

Auto burglary 1300 block 2nd 9:18 p.m.
Auto burglary 1300 block 2nd 9:30 p.m.

DAILY FIRE LOG

The Santa Monica Fire Department
Responded To 25 Calls For
Service On Nov. 14.

HERE IS A SAMPLING OF THOSE
CALLS CHOSEN BY THE
SANTA MONICA DAILY PRESS STAFF.

EMS 2000 block main 12:23 a.m.
Automatic alarm 1300 block 2nd 12:43 a.m.
EMS 1100 block 12th 1:45 a.m.

Automatic alarm 1300 block 2nd 5:20 a.m.
EMS 11th / Wilshire 6:31 a.m.

Carbon monoxide alarm 800 block 2nd
710 a.m.

Traffic collision with injury 16th / Ocean
Park 8:41:51

Traffic collision with injury 18th / Olympic

9:09:24

EMS 1400 block 14th 9:44 a.m.

EMS 1700 block 12th 9:59 a.m.

EMS 1500 block 5th 10:53 a.m.

EMS 3300 block Airport 12:55 p.m.

Public assist 200 block California 1:52 p.m.
EMS 1100 block Arizona 2:20 p.m.
Elevator rescue 800 block 3rd 2:51 p.m.
EMS 400 block Expo Line 3:07 p.m.

EMS 1800 block Lincoln 3:31 p.m.

Lock in/out 2600 block Ocean Front Walk
4:05 p.m.

EMS 1900 block Pico 4:08 p.m.
Automatic alarm 1100 block 12th 5:22 p.m.
EMS 2000 block California 5:46 p.m.
EMS 300 block Colorado 6:54 p.m.

EMS 2400 block 28th 10:34 p.m.

EMS Ocean / California 10:35 p.m.

EMS 1300 block Franklin 11:04 p.m.
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DAILY LOTTERY

WELL NEWS BY scoTT LAFEE

MYSTERY PHOTO

’ Draw Date: 11/11 Draw Date: 11/14 Doc Talk Matthew Hall matt@smdp.com
! :oge'r;. ?3 % Fﬂﬂfﬂ&:}" S5ovuny g Angina pectoris - A severe,
L] E‘ Jackpot: 103M Draw Date: 11/14 acute attack of cardiac pain : r F"'
MIDDAY: 952 —1
Draw Date: 11/14 MY Draw Date: 11/14 . .
..::_ 11421 22 28 EVENING; 530 Phobia of the week
Megad: 19 B Placophobia: fear of tomb-
pANLLE Jackpot: 95M Draw Date: 11/14 stones P
Draw Date 1711 1st: 12 Lucky Charms
aw Date: 2nd: 09 Winning Spirit .
i 416 21 39 41 TEFT" 3rd. 02 Lucky Star Best Medicine
OTTO Megats RACE TIME: 1:45.25 B Q: Wh hospital lik
Jackpot: 31M . Why are hospital gowns like

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the winning number information, mistakes can occur. In
the event of any discrepancies, California State laws and California Lottery regulations will prevail. Complete
game information and prize claiming instructions are available at California Lottery retailers. Visit the California

State Lottery web site at http://www.calottery.com

WORD UP!

attenuate

1. to weaken or reduce in force, intensity, effect, quantity, or value: to

attenuate desire. 2. to make thin; make slender or fine.

3. Bacteriology, Immunology. to render less virulent, as a strain of

pathogenic virus or bacterium.

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY'S CROSSWORD

health insurance?
M A: You're never as covered as
much as you think you are.

Observation

B “After you find out all the

things that can go wrong, your life

becomes less about living and

more about waiting.”

—AMERICAN AUTHOR CHUCK PALAHNIUK
IN HIS 2001 NOVEL, “CHOKE"

The first person who can correctly identify where this image was captured wins a prize from the
Santa Monica Daily Press. Send answers to editor@smdp.com.
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MOVIE

FROM PAGE 1

of rich visual and emotional notes behind a
spellbinding story set in the American South
of the mid 20th Century. The movie delves
into the sociological issues of the Mississippi

Delta in the mid 20th Century, in the style of

“Grapes of Wrath.” The film begins with a
dramatic scene teeming with mystery and
questions. The thread of the narrative is
picked up by Carey Mulligan’s character
“Laura” who tells the story. Through the

movie we are taken back to the beginning of

the tale and then brought full circle back to
that opening scene.

Along the way beautifully drawn characters
play out their stories against the vividly depict-
ed historical backdrop of that time period. The

cinematography by Rachel Morrison (Fruitvale
Station, Dope) is breathtaking. She shows the
beauty and stark loneliness of the area. The rain
and the mud become characters. There are
close-up glimpses of farm life at that time that
pull you into the narrative: a drowned rat, the
Saturday bath, the rutted dirt road —all pull you
into the environment without taking away
from the balance and the rhythm of the film.

The women are the glue that holds every-
one together. They safeguard the secrets,
keep the evil at bay and soften the bitter
blows wrought by the inhuman things
humans can do to one another.

Carey Mulligan as the shy and unassuming
“Laura McAllen” carries the story forward on
her shoulders, embodying a sympathetic role
without detracting from the other characters,
whose dramatic and intriguing stories circle
around hers. Garrett Hedlund as “Jamie

TODAY'S BIRTHDAY (Nov. 16)

ARIES (March 21-April 19)

You sense how your loved ones are feeling and
cater to that emotional state. For people who
have you in their lives, that pretty much comes
with the package. Not everyone you know will
be so emotionally intelligent today.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
It's only natural to want to be near the person
who makes you feel good about yourself. Those
who make it all about themselves, on the other
hand, are repellent to you.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21)

The situation may seem to call for a reaction,
but there's a huge benefit to being slow to
react, if any reaction is necessary at all. This is
one of those times when you might do nothing
at all and the problem solves itself.

CANCER (June 22-July 22)

If anyone can de-escalate the tension and
purge the atmosphere of negative vibes, it's
you. Mostly this is done by changing the sub-
ject. It also doesn't hurt that you refuse to buy
into other people’s realities.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

Poke into your fears. Whatever you do to face
them, deal with them or even avoid them - it
will make your life better. That's as long as
you're not ignoring fear (which is a strateqy
that sometimes works, but not today).

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

This is not a good day to share the details of a
relationship, especially facts that could cast a
bad light. You may come to forgive some trans-
gressions that others won't, and in that case
you'll be glad you kept them to yourself.

hurts. Even so, we'll be better for it.

You're growing in power and will be surrounded by people who can handle that instead of be threat-
ened by it. The next 10 weeks introduce new plans and people to your life. A problem that affects
your family will finally be solved at the start of 2018. A quest will begin in March. Aquarius and
Sagittarius adore you. Your lucky numbers are: 6, 40, 2, 20 and 18.

Love Stings

Venus and Jupiter form a pattern that will assign a new level of depth and meaning to relationships of all
kinds, though especially to romantic relationships. Because this aspect does involve Scorpio energy, it
might come with the signature sting of the scorpion. Love hurts, but not nearly as much as not being loved

LIBRA (Sept. 23-0ct. 23)

Just because something is socially acceptable,
that doesn't make it right. You'll notice an
injustice and work to make things better,
whether or not it's the popular choice.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21)

If you want to say no, just say it and be quick
about it and all will be well. Saying maybe
(when you mean no) will hang both you and the
other person in an uncomfortable limbo.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

There's far too much work to get it all done
in a day, but if you start early you'll have a
fighting chance. The morning hours show you
energetic, and with a determined gleam in
your eye.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

Tidiness will lead to happiness. The success
key today could be as simple as cleaning up
some part of your life that's gotten out of
hand. This kind of effort may very well change
everything.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

Although you're very likely to take other peo-
ple's needs and wants into consideration
before you make your move, you are also
aware that ultimately they are not the ones
who have to live with the consequences.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

You're confident in your knowledge, yet
you're also well aware that there are many
other truths and ways. Your open mind will
serve you well and net you more friends
and supporters than one with a more rigid
mindset.

DO YOU HAVE COMMUNITY NEWS?

Submit news releases to editor@smdp.com or by fax at (310) 576-9913
}dpcom  Santa Wonica Daify Press

office (310) 458-7737

YOUR OPINION MATTERS! SEND YOUR LETTERS TO e Santa Monica Daily Press e Attn. Editor:

McAllen” is a wonderful intense character actor
disguised by a pretty face. He provides a beauti-
fully sensitive portrait of a complex and flawed
character. He is someone to watch. Jason
Mitchell plays “Ronsel Jackson” in a realistic and
heartfelt portrayal of a young man whose life is
turned upside down by WWIL, in both negative
and positive ways. Mary J. Blige gives a spectac-
ular performance as “Florence Jackson.” This
great musician, whose past roles as an actress
include only a couple of small appearances on
TV in roles like “Hair Stylist #1” in “How to Get
Away with Murder,” is a natural. She also wrote
and performs one of the songs on the sound
track. Rob Morgan as “Hap Jackson” is also fas-
cinating to watch. The whole ensemble in this
movie is on the same page emotionally and
rhythmically, with many outstanding perform-
ances. The work of the ensemble as a whole is so
in sync that they seem to form one cohesive unit

Heathcliff

By PETER GALLAGHER

!
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“THeEVY'RE A LoT ALKE.

Agnes

in telling the story.

Mudbound is a straight on look into part
of the historical experience in our country
that most of us find difficult to acknowl-
edge, no matter what our ethnicity. Visions
of the movie will recur in your memory
long after you have seen it. You will feel as if
you have lived the story yourself. That’s
when you know the director has succeeded
in truly creating a consummate work of art.
In my opinion this is another of the greatest
films of 2017.

KATHRYN WHITNEY BOOLE has spent most of
her life in the entertainment industry, which is
the backdrop for remarkable adventures with
extraordinary people. She is a Talent Manager
with Studio Talent Group in Santa Monica.
kboole@gmail.com. For previously published
reviews see https://kwboole.wordpress.com
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Twitter, BuzzFeed join for breezy online morning show

BY DAVID BAUDER

AP Media Writer

Twitter and BuzzFeed initially planned to
start their new morning show, “AM to DM,”
each weekday at 8 a.m. Then they considered
their likely audience, and scheduled it for 10.

Now there’s time to wake up leisurely,
have coffee and fire up your smartphone.
Hosts Isaac Fitzgerald and Saeed Jones, who
like four-fifths of the show’s audience are
under age 35, don’t have to rise at an ungod-
ly hour. It’s all so civilized.

Launched quietly in late September from
a studio in BuzzFeed’s Manhattan office,
“AM to DM” is a breezy mix of news and
pop culture. Viewers can click on Twitter
and watch the stream live, or catch high-
lights later in the day.

“It’s been kind of fun,” said Shani Hilton,
head of U.S. news at BuzzFeed. “It feels like
the early days of BuzzFeed where we were
experimenting all the time and making
things out of bubble gum and glue.”

“AM to DM” (DM standing for ‘direct
message’) neatly fits the ambitions of two
young media companies. Twitter has moved
aggressively into video during the past year,
streaming more than 800 events during the
summer months. BuzzFeed wants to make

money with its news operation and be top of
mind with social media companies experi-
menting with video.

After working with BuzzFeed on an elec-
tion night special, Twitter suggested the
morning show. Rather than search for poten-
tial hosts with a television background, they
found their team in BuzzFeed’s newsroom.
Fitzgerald, 34, is a former firefighter who is
BuzzFeed’s books editor, and had made sever-
al appearances on the “Today” show to talk
about the literary scene. Jones, 31, is a pub-
lished poet who was executive editor of cul-
ture at the web site. They make up with ener-
gy what they lack in polish.

“I never in my life thought there would
be a place for a gay black man to be fully
involved in a morning show,” Jones said.

“AM to DM” talks about the news more
than it reports it; Hilton said producers
work under the assumption viewers have
already checked out news headlines. The
show relies heavily on the collaborating
companies.

Opening Tuesday’s show with the story
about Alabama U. S. Senate candidate Roy
Moore and molestation accusations, the
hosts review what has been written about
him on Twitter. They conducted Skype
interviews with BuzzFeed White House cor-

respondent Adrian Carrasquillo to preview
what President Donald Trump will face now
that he’s returned from Asia, and national
security correspondent Thomas Frank about
the investigation into Russian actions during
last year’s presidential campaign.

“Will there ever be a point where there
will be a smoking gun, or will it be an incre-
mental creep?” Jones asked Frank.

Frank replied: “The answer is, nobody
knows.”

As Jones conducts one interview
Fitzgerald stands beside him, typing on his
smartphone.

The show’s regular “fire tweets” segment
simply involves the hosts kibitzing over ran-
dom remarks made on Twitter. They laughed
at one person who wrote, “no one actually
tells you that an adult job is deleting 80 per-
cent of your emails and ignoring the rest.”

Melissa Joan Hart stopped by for a
celebrity interview. She answered questions
about the differences between acting and
directing, was given a few minutes to address
a social cause she’s promoting and played
along with a quiz that, among other things,
revealed she was an “I Love Lucy” fan. The
show has had a mix of politicians and
celebrities during its first two months,
including Connecticut Sen. Chris Murphy,

Ohio Gov. John Kasich, singer Audra
McDonald and actress Nicole Richie.

“It was fun,” said CBS “S.W.A.T” actress
Lina Esco after her recent appearance. “Chill.
I felt like I was hanging out at someone’s liv-
ing room.”

Tuesday’s show also featured a BuzzFeed
correspondent giving relationship advice
and an “NFL fashion ambassador” talking
about “Dungeons and Dragons” with
Fizgerald.

The content of “AM to DM” is much like
that on Twitter, Fitzgerald said.

“Twitter is not one thing and that’s what
I love about it,” he said. “People are not one
thing. People are complex and the complex-
ity is reflected in the platform and I hope it’s
reflected on the show.”

It’s hard to tell what kind of an impact it
is having. Twitter said at least one million
people checked out some part of each show
during its first week, but that’s deceptive; the
standard used by the television industry is
how many people watch in an average
minute and Twitter won’t provide that fig-
ure. The company also says “AM to DM” is
“one of the most-viewed daily shows” live-
streaming on Twitter, but won’t say what
show has the most viewers and how the new
morning show compares.

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

IRVINE

Modern art rarely seen by the public will be displayed at the University of
California, Irvine, after a collector donated more than 3,000 paintings and sculp-

tures to the school.

The works will be exhibited along with other art in a new museum to be built on the
campus about 40 miles south of Los Angeles, UC Irvine officials said Tuesday.

Gerald Buck, a Newport Beach property developer who died in 2013, bequeathed more
than 3,200 original works to the university. Officials said Buck kept the collection — said
to be worth tens of millions of dollars — in his home, a warehouse and a private gallery.
He only occasionally lent pieces out to museums.

In the trove are paintings by prominent California artists of the 20th Century, includ-
ing Richard Diebenkorn, Sam Francis and Joan Brown.

“For nearly three decades, these beautiful and important pieces have been kept most-
ly under wraps,” said Chancellor Howard Gillman. “We can’t wait to exhibit these gems to
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the public.”

The Buck Collection includes works of classic California Impressionism, a huge Los
Angeles night cityscape, and iconic “freeway series" paintings, among many others,

according to a university press release.

Malcolm Warner, executive director of the Laguna Art Museum, called it “undeniably
the greatest collection of California art ever assembled in private hands.”

School leaders hope the museum will make Irvine a destination for art lovers.

Buck, who built sprawling suburban communities, was actively involved with Southern
California museums as well as the Smithsonian Institution. During the last year of his life,
Buck prepared a first-ever exhibition of the treasured collection, along with a book and a film.

Buck's daughter, Christina, said her father wanted the paintings, sculptures and his
large library given to an institution with extensive research programs in the arts.

“My dad always said that art was meant to be seen and enjoyed by people. He'd say,
‘That's why they make museums — so people can see art and enjoy it,” she said.
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What Concerns You Most
About Medicare Enroliment?

Medicare is complex. Saint John’s Health Center can help. Call now to reserve your
spot at a FREE Medication Education Workshop.

Don’t want to go to a meeting? No problem. Check out the plans we accept online
at medicare.com/caprovidence.

Located at Providence Saint John's Health Center: 2121 Santa Monica Blvd., Santa Monica
Free Valet Parking will be provided with validation.

by CHM Insurance (Broker)

C&J’\ / Ké&/? Monday, November 27 Tuesday, December 5
) 4:30 PM 10 AM
M‘7 /Oﬁfblfo

RSVP TODAY 1-866-909-DOCS (3627)  >aint John’s
See more meetings at california.providence.org/medicare Health Center

-l- PROVIDENCE Health & Services

PMI contracts with various Medicare Advantage Plans (MA), Medicare Supplement Plans and Prescription Drug Plans (PDPs) with Medicare contracts. Enrollment
in these plans depends on contract renewal. You must continue to pay your Medicare part B premium. For accommodations of persons with special needs at sales
meetings, call 1-866-909-3627 TTY/TDD 1-866-660-4288. A sales representative will be present with information and applications. CHM Insurance Services and West
LA Baby Boomer Insurance Services represent various Medicare Advantage (MA) and Prescription Drug Plans (PDPs) with Medicare contracts.

BAYSIDE BtS
RETROFIT

STRUCTURAL
SURVEY &
EVALUATION

DO YOU ,
S oania Vienicg.s

RETROFIT
DESIGN

BUILDING o\ seismic refrofit <y
oN THE PROCESSING
o+ program affects

CONSTRUCTION

WE CAN Q,OOO bU||d|n95 MANAGEMENT

FINANCING

HELP!

TENANT

fit@baysideretrofit.com | www.baysideretrofit.com | (310) 697-8818 PROTECTION

Locally owned and operated, Santa Monica’s seismic retrofit experts.





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.6
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 72
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 72
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 600
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4F7F75288FD94E9B8BBE7F6E6765521B5EFA7684002000410064006F006200650020005000440046002065876863517759078F8552A95DE55177FF0C53735305542B68077B7E30018D8594FE63A530014E667B7E30014EA44E9251437D20548C56FE5C423002521B5EFA76840020005000440046002065874EF653EF4EE54F7F75280020004100630072006F0062006100740020548C002000410064006F00620065002000520065006100640065007200200037002E00300020621666F49AD87248672C676562535F003002>
    /CHT <FEFF4F7F752890194E9B8A2D5B9A5EFA7ACB7684002000410064006F006200650020005000440046002065874EF651775099535452A95DE55177FF0C53735305542B6A197C6430018D8590237D50300166F87C6430014E9252D551437D20548C57165C6430025EFA7ACB76840020005000440046002065874EF653EF4EE54F7F75280020004100630072006F0062006100740020548C002000410064006F00620065002000520065006100640065007200200037002E00300020621666F49AD87248672C958B555F3002>



    /ENU (Use these settings to create accessible Adobe PDF documents that include tags, hyperlinks, bookmarks, interactive elements, and layers. Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 7.0 and later.)



    /HEB <>




    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om toegankelijke Adobe PDF-documenten met labels, hyperlinks, bladwijzers, interactieve elementen en lagen te maken. U kunt gemaakte PDF-documenten openen met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 7.0 en hoger.)



    /RUM <>




    /UKR <>
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements true
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks true
      /IncludeHyperlinks true
      /IncludeInteractive true
      /IncludeLayers true
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /EmbedAll
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


