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NEWS OF
| THE WEIRD
" by Chuck Shepard

From recent newspaper Police
Logs: M Wayne Leonard Hoff-
man, 45, was arrested for DUI
(0.39 reading) at a gas station in
Minnetonka, Minn., where he
was “attempting to add air to his
vehicle’s tires using a vacuum
cleaner hose” (Lakeshore Week-
ly News, July).

M Two Wilson, Wyo., men were
feuding over a parking space at
a K-Mart when one drove along-
side the other and spit at him
through his open window. Ac-
cording to the police report: “As
(the victim) saw the projected
body fluid traveling through the
air, he dropped his jaw in shock,
and the phlegm landed square in
(his) mouth where he swallowed
it in a gag reflex” (August,
Jackson Hole News & Guide).

P QUOTE OF
THE DAY

“Every novel should

have a beginning, a

muddle and an end.”
— Peter De Vries
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Murder victim’s parents settle civil suit

BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

A local couple has settled their
lawsuit against the mother of a
teenager who murdered their 15-
year-old daughter.

The $300,000 settlement comes
just a week before the two-year
anniversary of Deanna Maran’s

death on Nov. 17, 2001. Maran, a
sophomore at Santa Monica High
School, was stabbed by 17-year-old
Katrina Sarkissian after she got
into an altercation with Sarkissian’s
half-sister at an unsupervised house
party in Westwood attended by
teenagers.

The agreement also comes a
week after a Santa Monica judge

BY JOHN WOOD
Daily Press Staff Writer

Beachcombers looking for a
quick jaunt to the Third Street
Promenade and downtown area
may encounter some obstacles
come early next year, as two stair-
cases leading from Palisades Park
down to Santa Monica Beach will
be closed so work crews can
upgrade the aging steps and

A couple warily ascends the steps near Montana Avenue
towards Palisades Park on Thursday.

Step in right direction

install lighting.

The $437,000 project is
expected to take four months to
complete and will focus on the
staircases near Montana Avenue
and Broadway, officials said.

“We are just replacing and
repairing the existing stairs,” said
Eugenia Chusid, project manager
for the overhaul. “We are not

See STAIRS, page 5
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had ruled that Katrina Sarkissian’s
mother, Angelique Bernstein,
should stand trial in the civil case.
The judge noted Bernstein may
have had knowledge of her daugh-
ter’s emotional instability and her
propensity for violence, and may
have had the ability to control her
because she was the legal guardian.
A jury was to hear the civil suit,
filed by the Marans, next month.

Katrina Sarkissian died of a
drug overdose while being ques-
tioned by the LAPD the day after
the episode.

The judge dismissed the
Marans’ lawsuit against Katrina
Sarkissian’s father, Sarkis Sar-
kissian, saying he had no opportu-
nity to control his daughter on the
night of the murder and didn’t

have firsthand knowledge of his
daughter’s violent tendencies.
However, that dismissal is being
appealed by the Marans, and the
settlement doesn’t apply to it.

Deanna Maran’s parents, Ilja and
Harriet Maran, sued the Sarkissian
parents on the premise that they
should have done something about
what they knew to be their daughter’s
violent proclivities.

Tony Glassman, the Marans’
attorney, said the case was settled
because it appears that Bernstein
is financially insolvent.

“The indication from court
records is that she has severe
financial problems,” he said. “We
did not feel that to try the case for
a substantial amount of money

See SETTLEMENT, page 4

Market crash closure:
Nearly $184K paid out

Little more than $5,000
remains to be collected by

farmer s market victims

BY JOHN WOOD
Daily Press Staff Writer

Only one $5,000 check needs
to be distributed before a fund
established by local business lead-
ers for victims of the July 16
farmer’s market crash can be for-
mally shut down.

More than $184,000 was raised
by merchants and organizations
over a three-and-a-half-month
period in response to the local
tragedy. The remainder of the pro-
ceeds have already been distrib-
uted to the families of the 10 peo-
ple killed and dozens injured
when Russell Weller drove
through the bustling marketplace.

Since July 16, Weller has
remained out of the public eye.
Though his driver’s license was
suspended, no criminal action has
been taken and officials said they
don’t know when the investigation,
originally meant to be completed
by the end of August, will be fin-
ished. The Santa Monica Police
Department is still waiting on a
report from the California Highway
Patrol, which took over the investi-
gation following the crash.

“People are complaining
and criticizing this
country, but they don’t
know what they have
until they come from
somewhere else.

It’s amazing — total
strangers giving money.”

— BORIS HOFFMAN
Son of market crash victims

In the meantime, officials from
the Santa Monica Chamber of
Commerce, who set up the fund
within 24 hours of the accident,
are trying to find the father of
Gloria Olivera Gonzalez, a 35-
year-old Venice woman killed in
the crash. Once they locate him at
his home in Mexico, officials will
formally close the emergency
fund, which stopped accepting
donations Oct. 31.

The fund raised enough money
to give $5,000 to the family of

See FUND, page 5
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HOROSCOPE

Take the lead tonight, Aquarius

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS
The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:

%% k% k-Dynamic %k %-Positive *k*-Average
% *-So-so *-Difficult

HAPPY BIRTHDAY for Friday, November 14, 2003:

You make money because of a unique talent that emerges this year. Either others jump on the band-
wagon, making this self-expression possible and lucrative, or else a very special opportunity comes to
you. You will actively seek out others, and instinctively know what to say and do. Your popularity rises
to a new level. Friends surround you, and something you really want comes to fruition. If you are sin-
gle, you will make a new friend at a distance. This person could be quite special in your life, and quite
different. You meet others through your friends. If you are attached, your relationship will blossom if,
together, you focus on a common goal. Express your caring through buying something you both want.

CANCER cares.

@ ARIES (March 21-April 19)

%% You might have a slow start to the
day, but you need to get going. Once into the
swing of things, you seem to be able to accom-
plish nearly anything. Good feelings surround a
special relationship at work. Make plans together
for lunch. Tonight: Happy at home.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

% El Sk kk ok Your ability to put a situation in
perspective makes a big difference in how you
handle an emotional matter. You might defy a
change, yet you want to make the jump. Do it
today, as it could make all the difference. Tonight:
Out and about.

EE GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
*%%%% Your friendly manner hits a
home run with those in your life, especially an
associate and a family member. You might not
want to talk about what is on your mind. Use spe-
cial care financially. Luck still is in your corner,
my dear Twin. Tonight: First, decide how much
you want to spend this weekend.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)

td %% k%% Not everyone feels the way you
do, but you do know how to open people’s minds.
Your emotional creativity springs forth, adding to
your resourcefulness. A romance becomes even
more fun and caring, if you allow it. Tonight:
Whatever makes you happy.

w LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

" Y%k * Read between the lines, understand-
ing what might be going on. Your instincts might
be right-on with a partner’s spending or a prob-
lem. Look past the obvious with a financial mat-
ter. You know what is happening. Tonight: Hop
on home.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
=B %% % %% Friendship holds a key role in
your life. A loved one actually might be jealous
and cause a rumpus. Be sensitive to helping this
person past this issue. You’re unusually lucky
with love and romance right now. Tonight: Your
wish is another’s command.

E LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

%%k How you think and what you do
might change your tune in the next few days.
Experiment with possibilities. Ask for more
information. Your willingness to dig in and get
past a problem awes those without your creativi-
ty. Tonight: Leader of the gang.

i@ SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

* %% k% You go overboard. What is new
about that situation? You might not be comfort-
able with a personal situation that takes you in a
new direction. Someone could be far more pas-
sionate and peppery than you’d anticipated.
Tonight: Take off ASAP.

Fay SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
%2 %% %% Work on a closer and stronger con-
nection with a key partner, friend or associate.
Your instincts tell you what to do, while others
express their deeper feelings. A boss values your
input. Leaving work could be difficult, as last-

minute items hold you up. Tonight: Be a duo.

H-\ CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
2% %% %%k What you say does make a dif-
ference, especially to someone who takes you
seriously and can be somber as well. Others seek
you out because they trust you. Accept a compli-
ment from a loved one and a friend. Tonight: The
only sin you can commit is to be alone.

AQUARIUS (Jan.20-Feb. 18)

*% %% Spending needs to be tamed.
Either find a way of putting in overtime and/or
structure a better holiday budget. A partner will
pitch in with ideas. Think carefully, but express
your optimism. A must appearance actually could
be fun. Tonight: Leader of the gang.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

%% % %% Your fiery nature right now gets
a project off the ground. You might not like what
you hear, but you will feel better once a child or
loved one confesses. Take off as soon as you can.
Make the most of the weekend. Tonight: Others
surround you like bears around honey.
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COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Santa Monica aces preservation test

By Daily Press staff

The city of Santa Monica scored an “A” on the first-ever “preservation report
card” issued by the Los Angeles Conservancy, and was one of just six cities among
the 88 in Los Angeles County to receive top marks for their actions to safeguard his-
toric landmarks and districts.

Thirty-seven cities, plus Los Angeles County, received grades of “B” through
“D.” Forty-four cities failed and were labeled “preservation truants” because they
have no preservation protection in place. The City of Los Angeles earned a “B+,”
while Los Angeles County received a “D-.” Beverly Hills, a city with a treasure
trove of historic architecture, managed to squeak onto the report card with a “D.”
The report card was based on months of research designed to identify local govern-
ments in Los Angeles County that have made preservation a priority and to encour-
age others to recognize the importance of conserving their historic resources.

“It takes hard work and dedication to develop a strong preservation program and
constant vigilance to make sure it is effective,” said Linda Dishman, executive direc-
tor of the Los Angeles Conservancy. “Our honor roll salutes those jurisdictions and
public officials that have invested so much time and effort to conserve their rich her-
itage for future generations.”

“By shining a spotlight on cities who are proactive, we hope to spur others to do their
homework and get preservation policies in place before our next report card,” she
added. “Our goal is to see all of Los Angeles County earn ‘summa cum laude’ honors.”

Also making the preservation’s “honor roll” were Long Beach, Pasadena, South
Pasadena, West Hollywood and Whittier.

The conservancy’s preservation report card was issued to mark its 25th anniversary.

‘Gourageous Kids’ get lesson in self-advocacy

By Daily Press staff

“Courageous Kids,” a program designed to support healthy child development, is
holding a workshop on Nov. 15 to teach young students communication and self-
advocacy skills for the classroom and working environment.

Courageous Kids focuses on building strengths, developing skills and acknowl-
edging the gifts that all children have. The workshop is targeted for children with
learning disabilities between the ages of 11 and 15, but is open to all.

Leading the workshop is Dr. Jay Gordon, a pediatrician, nutritionist and author,
who will discuss the nutritional aspects of learning and healthy food choices. Also
speaking will be Andrea Ackerman, a child psychologist and local and national
“Schools Attuned” facilitator, who will simplify learning differences between dif-
ferent minds. Dr. Kaela Austin will detail different ways to ask for help.

In a separate workshop running simultaneously, Courageous Kids will focus on
parents, caregivers, teachers and educators as a vital link in children’s development
toward adulthood. Parents and teachers will be supported in finding new ways to
remove unnecessary obstacles to learning.

Admission to the workshops is $30 per person. Early registration is recommend-
ed because of limited seating. For more information or to register, call (310) 452-
3900 or e-mail info@courageous-kids.com. The workshops will be held in the Ken
Edwards Community Center at 1527 Fourth St., room 106.

A drop in the bucket helps families in need

By Daily Press staff

For many Santa Monica families this year, the chance of having a holiday meal
lies within a big, red bucket.

For the second year in a row, Santa Monica Place is conducting the “Big Red
Bucket” campaign, a holiday food drive that unites the community in helping pro-
vide meals to families in need.

More than 50 Macerich-owned shopping centers are participating in the drive,
which began Nov. 1 and runs until Nov. 21. In addition to receiving donations from

Look for waves to hold steady at 2-3 feet today,
Today the

water Is:

63

Sunrise: 6:21 a.m.
Sunset: 5:05 p.m.

knee- to chest-high. Fair conditions, however,
should make for some fun sets. Some steep NW
wind swell will throw an occasional curve.

Write us at wood@smdp.com and tell us what the

surfis doing today at your local break.

LOW TIDE HIGH TIDE

Morning Height ~ Evening Height Morning  Height Evening  Height
SATURDAY 1:55 1.5 2:58 0.0 808 59 910 41
SUNDAY 216 18 330 -01 829 59 948 39
MONDAY 236 21 4:04 0.0 852 59 10:30 36
TUESDAY 256 24 4:43 0.1 917 58 11:21 34
WEDNESDAY 315 27 527 03 944 56 NA  NA
THURSDAY 328 30 6:21 05 1232 32 (10:15) 5.3
FRIDAY N/A  NA 727 06 1054 5.0 N/A  NA

The Surf Report is sponsored by:
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1/3 Ib. _
Avocado Daily from
Burger 5 i 4 11a.m. to
s 8 txincluded @stiest Hawaiian gandW' 10 p.m.
® enc hiess ark. 119 Broadway, Santa Monica
310.394.0100

. J

mall merchants, Santa Monica Place has partnered with local schools to help fill the 16-
gallon buckets with food. Each bucket contains specified non-perishable items for a
complete holiday meal, as well as a gift certificate for a turkey or ham.

“The ‘Big Red Bucket’ gives us the chance to work together with people in the com-
munity to provide holiday meals to local families,” said Erica Boatman-Dixon, senior
marketing manager for Santa Monica Place. “By working together, we were able to
feed more than 20 families last year, and this year we hope to reach at least 100 with
the help of our community partners.”

Once the buckets have been filled, they will be delivered to families via the
Salvation Army.

Santa Monica Place is located off the Third Street Promenade, between Broadway
and Colorado Avenue in downtown Santa Monica. The shopping center houses more
than 130 specialty shops and eateries and is owned and managed by the Macerich
Company, a real estate investment trust.

oupal DiEN Since 1967

0P, Qualitg & Valug fiiways!

Open 6am - 2:30pm Mon. - Fri.
6am - 4pm Sat. - Sun.

310-399-7892 “Fresh Healthy

Choices For
25 Years.”

2732 Main St.

Santa Monica

~

" WE DELIVER!

Throughout Santa Monica

“Voted Best in L.A.”

— America Online Poll

Specializing in Event Catering
Lunch/Office Delivery ¢ Parties

915 Wilshire Bivd. » 310.451.SLICE (7542)
\ 1622 Ocean Park Blvd. » 310.399.4060
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BOB GABRIEL INSURANCE

Providing Professional & Personalized Service Since 1936

m Life, Disability & Pension

m Homeowners m Commercial & Business

m Workers Compensation m Group & Individual Health

Representing “A” rated companies
including MERCURY INSURANCE

California survey shows Mercury Insurance Auto
rates to be the most competetive in this area.

Phone Quotes Available

310.829.0305

2325 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica

We encourage you to visit the Santa

Monica Historical Society Museum —
The Archives of Santa Monica.
1539 Euclid (310) 395-2290
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8651 Washington Blvd., Culver City, CA 90232
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SHANE

RESTAURANT & BAR

APPETIZERS
Lumpia Shanghai  Filipino eggrolls filed RED ROOM
w/ minced chicken ..................... $9 LOUNGE & GARDEN
Tuna Tartare served on won-ton crisps w/ PATIO DINING
BELY QOO .o $12 | AVAILABLE FOR CATERING
~ SALADS AND PRIVATE PARTIES

Seared Ahi Salad Baby spinach, cucumber &
garlic chips, with a ginger-soy dressing . . . . . $12

DASTAS HAPPY HOUR
Linguini del Mare Shrimp in a white wine, 5 to 7 SUN-THURS
butter, olive oil, garlic & chili pepper sauce . .$1 2 $5 MARTINIS

ENTREES
Chicken Adobo, the National dish of $4 PIZZAS
the Philippines Tender chicken marinated in 1/2 PRICE APPETIZERS
a soy sauce vinaigrette, w/ garlic & pepper served
W/ steamed rice ... .. ... $18 LIVE DJ
Pork Chops and Applesauce THURSDAYS thru SUNDAY
Over mashed potatoes and sauteed spinach .$19

2424 MAIN STREET, SANTA MONICA
310.396.4122

LOCAL

Marans shifting their focus
to father of Deanna’s Killer

SETTLEMENT, from page 1

was worth the time, energy and focus
because who knows if we would ever be
able to collect it.”

Bernstein’s attorney, Paul Ash, said
settling the case represented better odds
than going to trial.

“I think the law favored my client,” he
said. “But you never know what a jury
will do.”

Despite the judge’s rul-
ing, the focus for the [
Marans is still Sarkis
Sarkissian, a Glendale busi-
nessman who apparently
holds substantial assets.
Glassman said he plans to
appeal Santa  Monica
Superior Court Judge Linda [
Lefkowitz’s dismissal.

“We think we can prevail
in the appeals court against
Mr. Sarkissian because he
had equal control over his
daughter with his ex-wife,”
Glassman said. “He knew
virtually everything Mom
did, or at least that is what
the record shows.”

Katrina Sarkissian and her
15-year-old half-sister were
being questioned by Los
Angeles Police detectives
about their roles in the mur-
der when the older sister
went into a seizure and died a
few hours later.

Katrina Sarkissian, a high school
dropout, was described in court as a
teenager who was “spinning out of con-
trol” and had a drug and alcohol abuse
problem. Since the eighth grade, she had
been kicked out of at least one private
school, had been placed in a therapeutic
residential school in Utah and had been in
numerous fights with other girls, accord-
ing to court documents.

Testimony from officials at Harvard
Westlake, a private school Katrina
Sarkissian once attended, show that she
harassed other girls there, made verbal
threats and menacing gestures, and tried
to intimidate them. She was being home-
schooled by Bernstein at her Brentwood
house at the time of the murder.

California law requires proof that
Katrina Sarkissian’s parents knew she
could be violent, and could control her.

“There has to be a nexus between a spe-
cific trait and the conduct,” Judge Lefkowitz
said during a court hearing last month. “The
zone of notice has to have some relationship

to the crime committed.”

Sarkis Sarkissian’s attorney, Lori
Levin-Borcorver, said she plans to
respond to the Marans’ appeal and is con-
fident her client will be vindicated.

“l think the decision stands on its
own,” she said. “The judge put a great
deal of time, thought, effort and research
into all of her decisions in this case and it
was the correct one.”

In  her ruling, Judge
Lefkowitz said Bernstein had
enough knowledge of her
| daughter’s problems that she

'| might have been able to fore-
| see the behavior getting more

violent. But Sarkis Sarkissian
didn’t because he didn’t have
custody of her and appeared to
be an absentee parent.

However, Glassman argues
that Sarkis Sarkissian still knew
about his daughter’s problems
— so much so that he selected
the therapeutic school in Utah,
paid for the treatment, visited
her and was in contact with
therapists there, according to
court testimony.

“He had an obligation to
control his daughter; he had the
same duty as Angelique,”
Glassman said, adding he will
file the appeal within a week
and expects a decision from the
California Court of Appeals

Katrina Sarkissian pext year.

Harriet Maran, who plans to host a
small gathering for Deanna Maran’s
friends at her Ocean Park home Monday
— the two-year anniversary of her death
— said she has mixed feelings about the
settlement. The Maran family’s goal
through the lawsuits was to bring aware-
ness to the issue of violence in society
and parents’ role in teaching their chil-
dren important values, such as life.

Harriet Maran said the settlement can
be viewed as an admission of a lack of
responsibility on Bernstein’s part and it
can be used as a precedent for similar sit-
uations in the future. However, no
amount of money will bring back Deanna
Maran — a bubbly teenager, honor stu-
dent and athlete.

“You have these parents that have more
than enough means to raise their children,
but their priorities are all screwed up and
twisted,” Harriet Maran told the Daily
Press two months after the murder. “To me
it’s a tedious fight to try to straighten these
kids out to be good adults. This is a degen-
erate society. These kids are on auto pilot.”

Do you have
community news?

Santa Wonica Dailp Wress

... Submit news
releases
Email to:
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LOCAL

Market crash donations
help heal lasting wounds

FUND, from page 1

each person who died, $7,500 each to 15
people seriously injured and $1,500 to 12
people whose injuries were considered
moderate by police. Dozens more suf-
fered minor injuries in the crash, but were
not compensated so resources could go to
the neediest, according to Kathy Dodson,
the chamber’s executive director.

Several of those receiving money from
the fund said it showed some good can
come from even the most horrific of events.

“It’s amazing how generous people are
in this country,” said Boris Hoffman,
whose parents were struck by Weller’s
1992 Buick LeSabre as it sped through
the crowded market. “People are com-
plaining and criticizing this country, but
they don’t know what they have until they
come from somewhere else. It’s amazing
— total strangers giving money.”

Hoffman’s mother, Esther, 74, was
released from a care facility and sent
home five weeks ago. His father, Movsha,
78, died as a result of the crash. The cou-
ple had just celebrated their 55th wedding
anniversary on July 13.

“The wounds have healed, but I think
the psychological wound is still there,”
said Boris Hoffiman, adding the donations
his family received went towards medical
expenses. “It doesn’t go away so fast. She
(Esther Hoffman) is trying to get back into
the new lifestyle that she has because she
has been married to my dad for 55 years.”

Dodson said a wide variety of local
businesses pitched in to make the relief
fund a success. A cab company donated
vouchers. A group of hotels offered free
rooms. Employees from Santa Monica
Place scraped together $10,000 and
manned a volunteer table at the twice-
weekly farmer’s market to collect addi-
tional funds. Two area grocery stores
donated a portion of one day’s profits.
Even an organization headed by actors

Tom Hanks and Rita Wilson contributed
$5,000 to the victims’ assistance fund.
“We dropped everything to take on this
project, and it was really difficult to pull it
all together and to pull it all together so
quickly,” Dodson admitted. “There was a lot
of emotion to deal with, but it was the most
rewarding project I’ve ever worked on.”

“We dropped everything to
take on this project ...

— KATHY DODSON
Executive director,
Chamber of Commerce

With just Olivera’s father left to find,
Dodson said there is a “teeny-weeny”
amount of padding remaining in the
account that the chamber still needs to
decide how to allocate. Once that’s com-
pleted, the account can be shut down and
the fund, established as a corporation, for-
mally closed.

Meanwhile, residents and victims are
wondering when the crash investigation
will conclude. SMPD Lt. Frank Fabrega
said he doesn’t know when the CHP will
hand over its report. Once it does, police
will hand over the report and any addi-
tional information to the Los Angeles
District Attorney’s Office, where officials
will decide what charges, if any, to press
against Weller.

Boris Hoffman said he hopes Weller,
who lives with his wife in a small home
north of Montana Avenue, won’t be let off
the hook without some form of punishment.

“Age has nothing to do with it,” he
said. “To be honest with you, I think he
should go to jail, whatever happens.

“No money in the world, if he has any,
is going to bring back what happened.”

Stairs to reopen next summer

STAIRS, from page 1

removing them, we are not redesigning
them — we are making them structurally
sound. And we are adding some lighting.”

A separate footpath from Idaho Avenue
down to the California Incline is not part
of the project. Both the Broadway and
Montana stairs, built in 1980, were closed
for several years following the 1994
earthquake, noted Karen Ginsberg, assis-
tant director of City Hall’s community
and cultural services department.

All three routes are used regularly by
walkers, joggers and others to reach the
ocean or access central Santa Monica
from the beach.

In order for the project to move ahead
on schedule, the Coastal Commission must
approve it at its December meeting and the
City Council must give its nod in January.
Chusid said construction is expected to
begin in late January or early February.

The Coastal Commission plans and
regulates land and water issues in the
coastal zone. In Santa Monica, that means
any development south of Pico Boulevard
and west of Lincoln Avenue requires its
approval, as does any development north
of Pico Boulevard and west of Fourth
Street, said Al Padilla, coastal program
analyst for the commission.

Before it approves the project, Padilla

“We’re not doing a
major construction, we
are just repairing whatever
we have and beautifying
with some plants.”

— EUGENIA CHUSID
Project manager

said the commission must evaluate “what
impact it would have on public access,
geologic stability of the bluffs ... taking a
look at the site and looking at the materi-
als submitted.”

Chusid said grants from the California
Department of Transportation, a state
agency that oversees transportation
issues, will pay for the project, which, in
addition to adding lighting and doing
repair work, also includes new plantings.
CalTrans owned the staircases until they
gave them to the city in 1999.

“We’re not doing a major construction,
we are just repairing whatever we have
and beautifying with some plants,”
Chusid added.
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Put the ugly holiday decor on ice

Editor:

Against my better judgment, I went to the Promenade to take our kids to a movie.
I was reminded of one of the many things I despise about Santa Monica — the holi-
day decorations. What the hell are the plastic iceberg decorations they are installing
at the Promenade? They were ugly last year. They look even worse this year. The fes-
tive urine smell is a nice touch, albeit a year-round treasure. Why not bring back the
androgynous aliens playing volleyball (or whatever they were) that were hanging over
Wilshire Boulevard a few years back. Now that was class. If you want to see what
classic Christmas decorations are supposed to look like, take a drive to respectable
communities like Beverly Hills or Brentwood. They do it right.

John Linfesty
Santa Monica

Promenade is reality, plain and simple

Editor:

I’ve been reading a lot of negative press about the Third Street Promenade in Santa
Monica in a few of the local newspapers. Complaints about homeless, complaints
about noise, complaints about trash and just about everything else. I'm tired of all of
the negativity, and for one thing, what you see on the Third Street Promenade on any
given day is reality, plain and simple. Yes, there are homeless people. Yes, there is
crime. Yes, the music is too damn loud. But I see it as the glass half full. We seem to
be missing out on the magic of the Third Street Promenade. On any given day, you
can hear many languages being spoken by some of the most interesting people you
will ever meet. Where can you listen to a Tibetan monk chanting and playing an
instrument you’ve never seen? Or how about watching a group of the angriest
Christians who preach on a Friday and Saturday night in front of the dinosaur at
Bravo’s restaurant? The Promenade is a place to meet your favorite celebrity and talk
to them about their latest film being previewed at the local theater. One day I even
witnessed a young man pushing a wheel barrel with a seven-foot lizard sticking out
its tongue, and to my amazement, he removed the dragon out of the wheel barrel for
a short walk and most people didn’t even seem to notice, or care. The best thing I’ve
ever seen at the Third Street Promenade was the time MTV did a lunchtime concert
with Alanis Morissette for 20 minutes on a warm spring day. And in about five min-
utes, 500 people gathered around to listen to Alanis sing like an angel. We must be
able to get along with each other, especially during this difficult time in America, and
I cannot think of a better place I have ever enjoyed playing and working in my life-
time. Maybe if people would take some time to talk with a homeless person before
they make a judgment. To me, the Promenade represents the true spirit of America, a
melting pot where everyone just gets along — rich and poor, young and old, insane

and sane — all cultures, all religions. I even think there are people from different wagper: A4EC B . NET %, SE45 ==

planets who visit the Promenade. Because I know that some of these beings are not
from this planet.
Happy holidays.
Vincentt Garofalo
Santa Monica

Renters get no love

Editor:

Columnist Bill Bauer (SMDP, Nov. 7, page 4) reported that the Rent Control Board
has permitted landlords to pass on some of the cost of Measure S, the flat school tax
passed last June, to their renters.

As Bauer commented, this action demonstrates how much the board cares about
those who rent.
For the 2004 general election, I propose a proposition: When there is a proposed

See LETTERS, page 7

Put another candle
on your
Birthday

Cake...

< 2003 W FUNHYPAPERZ. COM

Racism, retaliation, displaced gratitude rule in SM

MY
WRITE

By Bill Bauer

W It’s been two months since a clique
led and backed by school board member
and Pico Youth and Family Center
founder Oscar de la Torre took over the
Pico Neighborhood Association.

The new PNA Board of Directors
announced with great fanfare that they
would serve the needs of “working fami-
lies.” Their claim that former PNA leaders
were out of touch just isn’t true.

In 1995, a letter written by Harriette
McCauley, then PNA chair, to Susan
McCarthy, former director of City Hall’s
Human Services Department, recom-
mended a common sense neighborhood
agenda for the city to implement — with
the same goals the recently deposed PNA
leadership was still fighting for almost 10
years later.

McCauley wrote, “The PNA is
adamantly opposed to any additional
homeless shelters, housing for substance
abusers, transitional housing or housing
for people on parole or probation.

“The PNA supports the funding of a
program to encourage moderate income
households to purchase their own home ...”

The PNA endorsed a “moratorium on

development of low-income multi-family,
low income housing ... especially within a
1,000-foot radius of another deed restricted,
multi-family, low income project.” In other
words, they didn’t want the neighborhood
saturated with low income, rental housing.

The PNA proposed “a program in con-
junction with the school district to identify
youth and their families to encourage high
academic goals ... expanded economic
opportunities and to address the needs of
dysfunctional families” to help reduce crime
and drug abuse by neighborhood children.

The PNA also supported “mortgage
funding for low income people at good
rates” and “a job training program target-
ed to risk youth geared to improving the
living environment.” McCauley also
asked for expansion of Virginia Park and
other recreational resources.

Of course, City Hall has ignored most
of these suggestions. So, how stupid is it to
blame a handful of former PNA directors
for City Hall neglect and indifference?

Last month, Councilman Kevin
McKeown asked his fellow council mem-
bers to help find jobs and training for Pico
youth in the city. In perspective, it’s just
more political hot air because chances are
it’s never going to happen. And, the Santa
Monica College has discontinued most of
its vocational programs, making a bad sit-
uation worse.

When a job center at Virginia Park was
shut down a couple years ago, I wrote that
it was an unfortunate loss of a needed

resource. But no one cared enough to get it
reinstated — not McKeown or de la Torre.

There could be jobs for neighborhood
youth at the Pico Youth and Family
Center. The center pays $5,000 a year to
UCLA’s MECHA for tutoring services.
Why isn’t de la Torre hiring Santa Monica
High School and SMC students from the
“hood” to tutor kids, instead?

Lately, one of the new PNA officers
has been saying “the white men had to
go.” It appears that racism might be one of
the reasons behind the booting of so many
longtime directors.

Many on the “new” PNA board are
city, school district and college employees
angry that former directors, Peter Tigler,
Mat Millen and Don Gray personally
opposed both the recent college bond
measure and the school district’s two par-
cel tax proposals.

Behind the scenes, local politicos and
homeless advocates were incensed about
the PNA’s vocal opposition to an expand-
ed homeless shelter on Cloverfield
Boulevard. They, school and college
advocates, retaliated by supporting clean-
ing house at the PNA.

Now, the big question is whether new
PNA leaders will become another mouth-
piece for special interests, or will they take
on the hard issues that must be dealt with?

Will they realize that “progress” is get-
ting service from City Hall, not “dissing”
former PNA leaders?

Will they unite the neighborhood or

will the “race card” render them marginal-
ized and ineffective?

B A pro-school, letter-writing cam-
paign to the press spearheaded by educa-
tion advocates Louise Jaffe, Shari Davis
and others asks parents and school sup-
porters to thank the City Council for its
generosity and support.

Being that education is behind tran-
sients and affordable housing on City
Hall’s list of priorities, anger, not grati-
tude, should be the order of the day.

Did Jaffe, Davis and school supporters
forget the snub 1,000 parents received last
January when they asked the City Council
for more money?

Did they forget all the effort, time and
resources spent promoting an unnecessary
and unfair school tax increase?

Do they remember how the City
Council wheezed, whined and reluctantly
came up with just $5.2 million ($2 million
less than the district needed) for schools in
June, yet couldn’t give $7.4 million away
to a private, non-profit organization for a
55-bed homeless shelter fast enough?

So, whether it be support for schools,
jobs for Pico youth or solving neighbor-
hood problems, city government has its
own priorities which are different from
yours and mine. And, that’s nothing to
thank ‘em for.

(Bill Bauer is a longtime Santa Monica
resident and a freelance writer).
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tax that affects landlords, the board will inform renters before they vote whether it will
permit landlords to pass part of the cost to them, the renters.

If the Rent Control Board urges renters to support a tax, as it did with Measure S,
it should be up front about the consequences.

Joanne Gamlin
Santa Monica

Thank you, with a capital S’
Editor:

Two months ago, on Sept. 4, my children and I felt the normal excitement and trep-
idation of the first day of school. We were grateful for this trepidation because it
meant we, and thousands of other families in our community, were spared the horri-
fying anxiety of entering a school whose funding had been slashed, programs elimi-
nated and teachers fired. Community residents and City Council members who voted
to increase funding to schools last June granted us the gift of normalcy for this year.
Thousands of strangers gave us this gift, strangers whom we can never properly thank.

Everyone agrees that the state should fund education. But 25 years of Prop. 13 have
caused California to cut education funding so severely that we have dropped from
among the top five states in the nation for achievement and per-student spending to
among the bottom 10. With an unprecedented state budget deficit facing us now, it
seems certain that additional cuts to education funding are coming. While the state may
have the responsibility to fund education, it is a responsibility they are abdicating.

For many in California, public education is a last resort. I believe it is our last
chance. When the children in my son’s kindergarten class come of age, they will be
the decision-makers for our generation. The child whose education we shortchange

today will become the adult ill-prepared for the complexities of tomorrow.

The horrible trade-off that a love affair with public education carries is the knowl-
edge that right around the corner lurks the next funding crisis. For many California
districts, the crippling funding crisis has already come — the one which forces cuts
so severe that the integrity of education collapses. Classes are so overcrowded that
teachers can do little more than control traffic. Programs are slashed. Supplies are
inadequate. Morale is shot. Hope is gone. Santa Monica and Malibu, thankfully, are
not there — yet. But we could have been had Measure S failed and the cities of
Malibu and Santa Monica had not voted to increase funding to school.

Last year, we faced our crippling funding crisis. More than 200 employees, includ-
ing more than 90 teachers, were pink-slipped. Music and physical education programs
and the library would be slashed. Class sizes would increase dramatically. It would
have been the end of integrity and hope for Santa Monica and Malibu schools. Instead,
the community rallied and chose to tax itself rather than allow education to crumble.

The moment I stepped into my son’s third-grade class on Sept. 4 and saw 20 stu-
dents instead of the 30 that would have been there had Measure S failed, I was filled
with emotion. I started to scan the students, most of whom I knew from my years of
volunteering in the classrooms, and listed in my mind the students who would likely
lose their love for learning had we not secured additional education funding. Then I
realized, I was counting students saved by Measure S. Each Santa Monica and Malibu
resident who voted “Yes on S” last June is responsible for saving those students who
might not have made it through the year with a 30-1 ratio. Each Santa Monica and
Malibu City Council member who voted to increase funding to education should feel
confident that their vote strengthened their community. Thank you from the bottom of
my heart for your commitment to children, to education and to our cities.

Rebecca Kennerly
Santa Monica

Persecution of Microsoft is immoral

The government’s persecution of Microsoft contin-
ues unabated. The U.S. appeals court is now consider-
ing whether the Bush administration and 19 states
negotiated an adequate settlement in their antitrust case
against Microsoft.

It’s time for the American public to stand up and
defend — morally defend — the right of this company
to its success and profits.

Imagine a company that continually generates
exceptional products. Suppose it makes such products
available in ever-improved versions, at ever-lower
prices. Suppose that the superiority of its products is so
widely recognized that they are used in almost every
industry, thereby raising productivity and living stan-
dards across the globe.

leading product. If its competitors want the same bene-
fit, let them make a product equal to Windows. If buy-
ers do not like the terms set by Microsoft, they are com-
pletely free to patronize Microsoft’s competitors. What
they should not be free to do is to have Microsoft while
eating it too.

All the prattle about “anti-competitive practices”
means only one thing: Microsoft is too competent.
Aantitrust law is a tool to enforce the claims of any sec-
ond-rater against any innovator. If you invent some-
thing so good that the market clamors for it and makes
you wealthy, you are deemed a “monopolist,” because
your competitors are “shut out” of this market — the
market you have created.

Microsoft is only the latest in a long

If you’re a typical success-loving
American, you would regard it as
self-evident that this company ought
to be applauded.

But now imagine that this firm is
denounced as an evil “exploiter.”

Guest
Commentary

By Richard Salsman

line of victims of the unjust antitrust
laws. From ALCOA in the 1950s to
IBM in the 1970s to Wal-Mart in the
1980s, the government’s goal has
always been the same: Prosecute an
exceptional firm that is growing rich

Perhaps its outclassed competitors
complain to antitrust bureaucrats, who seek to harness
this company.

The firm’s ability to gain market share by creating
the best products is condemned as “predatory.” It is
ordered to allow its competition to catch up. The firm is
ordered to sign an oxymoronic “consent decree,” which
is deliberately made vague enough so that if the firm
shows new signs of racing ahead, the bureaucrats can
keep prosecuting it until it is fully reined in. The firm is
compelled to provide others with precisely those pro-
prietary ingredients that make its products so superior.

Now, stop imagining. This is what has been happen-
ing to Microsoft, whose trailblazing Windows is the
operating system for most personal computers today.

According to the antitrusters, Microsoft should not
set the conditions of sale for its own product. It should
rather be compelled to make its innovations available
on whatever terms and prices the government sets — on
whatever terms benefit those who did not, and could
not, match Microsoft’s achievement.

Many people ask: If Microsoft’s products are so
demonstrably good, why has the company been under
assault? The answer is: Precisely because its products
are good. Does Microsoft have a unique advantage, for
example, by being able to package its browser with
Windows? Of course. It has earned that advantage,
because it, and no one else, developed Windows into a

not through theft or fraud, but through
superior production and voluntary trade.

Microsoft should be cheered for having taken an
unusually firm stand against the Justice Department.
But company officials focused on the wrong issue.
Their basic argument should not have been that the
public benefits from the unfettered freedom of the best
producers like Microsoft. This argument is true, but is
not fundamental and the antitrusters know it.

Microsoft needed — and still needs — to make the
moral case for economic freedom. It needs to uphold
the moral right to reap the rewards of one’s achieve-
ments — the moral right to soar as high as one’s talents
take one — the moral right to succeed and not be shack-
led to others’” non-success. The principle to defend is
that ability should be a source of reward, not a cause of
punishment — a principle upon which America was
built, and a principle of which antitrust law is an
obscene mockery.

This is the position that will free Microsoft — and
all other producers — from the envious clutches of the
success-haters.

(Richard Salsman is an economist in Chapel Hill, NC.
and a senior writer for the Ayn Rand Institute in Irvine.
The Institute promotes the philosophy of Ayn Rand,
author of “Atlas Shrugged” and “The Fountainhead.”
Send comments to reaction@aynrand.org).

TheLine

Readers sound off about protests
This past week, Q-line asked:

“Can the local protests of world events really
make a difference in our society?”

Here are your responses:

B “Protests can definitely make a difference in
world events. There are many examples that can be
cited — The Civil Rights back in the *60s, the Vietnam
War, the Iraqi War — the examples are plentiful. It’s a
question of the people giving vent to their feelings. If
they do protest, the politicians pay attention to them,
but the politicians will not listen to them unless they
are heavily lobbied by professional lobbyists in our
nation’s capital, or in Sacramento, or if the people in
the protests band together in large numbers to let the
politicians know their feelings. The politicians won’t
listen otherwise, and won’t heed the important issues
of the day unless their attention is drawn into it.”

M “Protests at local events don’t make a difference,
unless, of course, you’re Mexican, (black) or homo-
sexual.”

B “Local protests do not make a difference to our
local City Council.”

W “Local protests do make a difference in our glob-
al society. While the small size of a local protest may
not have the pull to directly make a change that would
be felt globally, its subtle influence effectively raises
the awareness needed to bring issues to the global level
or spread the flame of existing protests.”

Opinions expressed are those of the writer and do not necessar-
ily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest edito-
rials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor.
Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our inten-
tion to publish all letters we receive, except those that are libelous
or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed
to sack@smdp.com. All letters must include the author s name and
telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters also may be
mailed to our offices located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite
202, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters
and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.
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‘Master and Commander’ well worth the climb aboard

BY DAN DUNN
Special to the Daily Press

Academy Award-winning actor Russell
Crowe makes a strong case for a fourth con-
secutive Oscar nomination as “Lucky” Jack
Aubrey, the intrepid captain of a British
naval warship during the Napoleonic wars.
Artfully directed by Peter Weir (“The
Truman Show,” “Dead Poets Society”),
“Master and Commander,” based on an
extensive series of historical novels by the
late Patrick O’Brian, takes us on a rousing

What’s playing
BY DAN DUNN
Special to the Daily Press

B ELF

A fantastic early Christmas present for movie-
goers of all ages. Will Ferrell is one of the
very best comedic actors working today.

B THE MATRIX: REVOLUTIONS

You’ll stagger out of the theater feeling as
though you just failed a calculus exam.

B LOVE ACTUALLY

Ten different storylines running concurrently
is too hard to follow, especially when only
half of them are all that interesting.

B THE HUMAN STAIN

Everyone in the film is dreadfully miscast,
and the film fails to live up to anything but the
most modest expectations.

B IN THE CUT

Fuzzy as the visuals and performances are,
one thing is crystal clear: this crime thriller
fails, at every shadowy turn, to thrill.

B ALIEN: THE DIRECTOR’S CUT

Still scarier than all hell, and the digital
restoration and new six-track stereo mix make
the film look and sound better than it did back
in ’79.

H SYLVIA

Surely the tragic love affair upon which the
film is based was a lot more complex (and
interesting) than the one the makers of this
plodding biopic conjured up.

H SCARY MOVIE 3

Isn’t as funny as the original, but it’s a major
step up from the lowly first sequel.

B PIECES OF APRIL

Inspired performances help make this an
engaging dramedy that has a little something
for everybody.

H RUNAWAY JURY

This is, arguably, the best adaptation of a
Grisham novel yet. A stellar cast carries the
day.

B VERONICA GUERIN

Joel Shumacher delivers the flesh and bones
of Guerin’s noble crusade, but the heart is
missing.

B THE TEXAS CHAINSAW MASSACRE
You’ll scream and pop out of your seat a few
times, but getting to sleep at night shouldn’t
be all that difficult.

B KILL BILL

What stands out most isn’t what happens in
this incomplete film, it’s what doesn’t happen.
A subpar outing from a talented filmmaker.
B INTOLERABLE CRUELTY

A sordid tale of ruthless divorce attorneys,
philandering fat cats and gold-digging vamps
that is the Coen brothers at their gut-busting,
tear-duct-filling finest.

B SCHOOL OF ROCK

One of the funniest, most high-spirited films
of the year; combustible comic Jack Black is
nothing short of brilliant.

journey aboard the HMS Surprise, as
Aubrey and his crew battle a superior ship
and the unforgiving elements. Besides being
marvelous to behold — the cinematography
is nothing short of spectacular — this film is
a joy because it gives audiences something
not often afforded in Hollywood block-
busters — a little credit for not being a pack
of imbecilic lamppost lickers. “Master and
Commander” is, above all else, a thinking-
person’s action-adventure movie. Rather
than try and hook us with dumbed-down
cinematic devices, Weir and co-screenwriter
John Collee drop us right onto the deck in
1805, presupposing at least a passing
knowledge of history and an interest in sea-
faring soldiers.

Our journey begins in the South Atlantic,
off the coast of Brazil, where the Surprise is
surprised by the French frigate Acheron. His
ship heavily damaged, Cap’n Jack balks at
the idea of heading home and instead sails
south to repair at sea, where he’s nearly
sunk again by his formidable foe. His best
buddy, the ship’s resident naturalist and
doctor, Stephen Maturin (Paul Bettany, who
also played Crowe’s imaginary pal in “A
Beautiful Mind”), thinks Aubrey’s obses-
sion with defeating the Acheron could be
the death of them all. Aubrey claims he’s
just doing his job, and despite a host of
hardships, the crew bravely stands by their
man. Aubrey’s a tough guy who must make
even tougher choices, and a beefed-up
Crowe sells his struggle sensationally.
When he stands up on the bow and tells his

charges they’re going for the glory against
impossible odds, well, it’ll make you want
to jump up and shout, “You go, Crowe!”
He’s the archetypal swashbuckling hero
(think Maximus, in a sailor’s uniform) who
plays the violin and is in touch with his sen-
sitive side (think Yo-Yo Ma on the “Love

Boat”). It’s another meaty role for an actor
who seemingly can’t miss. “Master And
Commander” sails into theaters this week-
end, and is definitely worth jumping aboard.

(Rated PG-13 for intense battle sequences,
related images and brief language.)

It’s all about tellmg the story for Russell Crowe

BY DAN DUNN
Special to the Daily Press

Pretend for a moment you’re Russell
Crowe. For three years running, you’ve
been nominated for the Best Actor Oscar,
taking home the hardware in 2002 for your
performance as Maximus in Ridley Scott’s
epic “Gladiator.” You’ve been lauded for
practically every performance you’ve deliv-
ered in such celebrated films as “A
Beautiful Mind,” “The Insider” and “LA
Confidential.” Your efforts have secured
you a position at (or very near) the top of
Hollywood’s A-List, which is a very, VERY
lucrative place to be.

You’re handsome, recently married and
expecting your first child. And your latest
film, “Master And Commander: The Far
Side of The World,” has the makings of
another critical and commercial smash. Yes,
it’s good to be Russell Crowe, isn’t it? OK,
now stop pretending, kick back in your
office cubicle, and read what the real deal
has to say about it.

Question: What matters most to you
when choosing film roles?

Russell Crowe: It’s got to be some-
thing that people can watch in 10 years, and
it’ll still be relevant. If you go back through
the movies that I’ve made, the emphasis has
always been on the story. I’m just here to
tell a story. Unfortunately, along the line
somewhere, all this fame B.S. came in and
things got changed around a little bit. But
still, fundamentally, what I’'m doing is try-
ing to tell stories.

Q: You must have learned a great deal
about seamanship while researching the

role of Captain Jack Aubrey.

RC: It’s movie knowledge. You spend X
amount of time becoming an expert on
something, and as soon as you’ve done the
last shot you throw it all away.

Q: (Director) Peter Weir said he was
impressed by how deeply the actors in
“Master And Commander” immersed them-
selves into their characters. Can you tell us
a little bit about that?

RC: Peter encouraged the actors to be
enthusiastic about their roles. For example,
Mr. Howard, the marine captain (Chris
Larkin), he yelled and screamed and cajoled
his marines for three weeks to get them to
the point where their drills were just per-
fect. Occasionally, I would visit while he
was doing it and we’d have a little conver-
sation off to the side, and Id be very care-

ful to stay within the realm of the kind of
conversation we’d have had if we were
actually on board (the ship). And this is just
about expanding the fantasy.

Q: How, specifically, does the produc-
tion benefit from the blurring of the line
between fantasy and reality?

RC: That benefits the director when he’s
got a group of very tired men in the 13th or
14th week of the shoot. They may be tired,
but because they’ve been (in character)
since day one. Look, there were no wrist-
watches in the background of those scenes,
and there’s no smiling in the face of some-
thing dangerous. Everybody was complete-
ly focused on the movie.

Q: You work very well with Paul
Bettany, your co-star in this film and “A
Beautiful Mind.” Was that connection there
from the beginning, or was it something
that developed over time?

RC: Paul and I had chemistry from the
moment we met. And it was a strange meet-
ing because I hadn’t supported his casting
in “A Beautiful Mind” because I'd never
heard of him. I probably went into that first
meeting with Paul slightly negative.

Q: You got over it quickly, though?

RC: It was instantaneous. I walked into
the room, Paul was there, I said “G’day,” he
said “G-day.” I could just see it flooding out
of his eyes — this urbane wit and sensitivi-
ty that is his makeup. Plus, I used to busk on
the streets for a living, and so did Paul. So
we have a shared history of wanting to be a
performer (so badly) that when it comes
down to it, if I have to sing in a railway sta-
tion, then that’s what I’ll do.
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Gypsies in the forest: The art and ecstasy of \/4Rrk4l.

O

CIROUE DU SOLETL

BY KATHERINE WECH
Special to the Daily Press

Of course I'd heard of Cirque Du
Soleil. With eight shows currently run-
ning worldwide and more than 90 cities
having hosted it since 1984, the name
was familiar to me before my first time
in the audience. Circus memories from
my childhood days forged my expecta-
tions — sprawling stages, soaring tents,
barkers calling from the periphery to
“get your fresh popped popcorn!”

The Cirque certainly has these treas-
ures to offer, and so, so much more.

The atmosphere under the tent is fes-
tive, like we’ve all been invited to a
party and each of us is the guest of
honor. Clowns amble through the aisles,
squirting water guns and snatching bites
of popcorn from patrons’ laps. Before us
is an empty stage, except for a cluster of
300 bamboo-esque “trees” lining the
rear. From this surreal, acrobatic forest,
a host of brightly clad creatures
emerges, tongues flicking, eyes bulging.
And then the lights dim.

The brilliance of the “animals” on
stage is soon eclipsed by Icarus, a man
dressed all in white who drops from
above entwined in a net. He hangs in
mid-air, writhing like a caterpillar in
metamorphoses, impossibly secure in
the net that holds him, despite the lack
of one beneath him. Before long, he is
earthbound and enraptured by Olga, a
forest creature — part pixie, part drag-
onfly, part something not of this world.
But we are no longer in our world. This
is Varekai, a gypsy word meaning
“wherever,” and we must surrender our
senses as the magic unfolds and the
drums begin to beat.

Though each act is intended to stand

UENNIFER RAPPELRUIST

SATLURDAY, HNOVEMBER

1ISTH = =00 PM

THE MINT

R PO LA

alone, they weave together to tell a love story in
undulations and explosions. Flyers grasp hands
and soar above, acrobats tumble and land with
impossible precision on each other’s shoulders
and feet. A woman performs a lyrical dance on a
hoop 30 feet above. People hang from swings,
ropes, trapeze bars and each other. How some-
thing so intense also can be so lighthearted is the
noble work of the clowns, the magicians and the
jugglers, whose display of control, timing and
concentration so impressed us we hardly dared to
applaud and risk disturbing them. However, if
we refrained, they’d likely scold us for holding
back. This is a story about the freedom that
grows out of playfulness and passion. There is no

room for restraint.

Ultimately, despite what I thought I might
know about the Cirque, it is a living experience,
still connected to its street-performing roots, but
also a highly professional, polished demonstra-
tion of expertise and strength. Watching from
below, I wanted to touch the bodies of the exqui-
site creatures, to know that such beauty is real. |
wanted to learn to juggle. I wanted to dance. This
show reminded me of what being alive is sup-
posed to feel like. It’s an active pursuit of joy,
and joy is what fills the tent at the end of the glo-
rious celebration, as I shuffle out elated, to return
to our lives, Varekai.

By Daily Press staff

Those who tuned into the Emmy-award
winning documentary series “Cirque du Soleil
Fire Within” this past season were treated to an
intimate look at the latest creation by the group
of artists taking the entertainment world by
storm. With eight separate shows currently run-
ning across North America, Europe and Asia,
the modern-age circus just may be the greatest
show on earth.

“Fire Within” followed the travails of those
behind Varekai , which translates to “wherev-
er” in the Romany language of the gypsies —
the universal wanderers. Presently, wherever
happens to be the STAPLES Center in down-
town Los Angeles, where Varekai will be run-
ning under the blue and yellow Grand
Chapiteau through November 23.

For the uninitiated, Cirque du Soleil is the
internationally renowned circus that was the
brainstorm of Guy Laliberté, an accordion player,
stiltwalker and fire-eater from Quebec City. Since
the show’s creation in 1984, Laliberté has guided
the teams through the creation of every show, gar-
nering rave reviews worldwide and re-establish-
ing the circus arts’ relevancy in modern society.

Cirque re-establishes circus arts’ relevancy

Conceived by a new creative team, led by
writer and director Dominic Champagne,
VAREKALI has played to sold-out audiences,
standing ovations and critical acclaim in the
first nine cities of its current North American
tour. The production is intended to pay hom-
age to the nomadic soul, and honor the spirit
and artistry of circus tradition.

The LA Times called Varekai “Magnificent
and intoxicating... Cirque du Soleil soars with
VAREKAI”.

Cirque du Soleil has played to more than 30
million spectators in 130 cities across the
globe. Just like Cirque du Soleil’s seven previ-
ous productions, Varekai is comprised of an
international cast of performers and artists, rep-
resenting 14 countries.

Following Varekai’s performances in Los
Angeles at STAPLES Center, the show moves
to Pomona for a premiere on Thursday,
December 4 at Fairplex. These will be the only
Los Angeles engagements of Varekai.
Following the New Year, the show has its pre-
miere in Costa Mesa at the Orange County Fair
& Exposition Center on January 16, 2004.

Tickets for Varekai are available by calling 1
(800) 678-5440, or online at cirquedusoleil.com.

SMC students sound rallying cry for strapped music program

By Daily Press staff

The Santa Monica College Applied Music Program — a program that provides private lessons to

SMC music majors — will hold a benefit concert this month in an effort to save the program, which
has lost state funding because of the budget crisis.

The program will consist of an eclectic repertory, featuring original compositions by SMC students,
and voice and instrumental performances by students on piano, guitar, trombone, flute, violin, string
bass and more. Styles range from classical to jazz.

Students are rallying to ensure the survival of the program, which has transferred students to such pres-
tigious institutions as UCLA, USC, Boston Conservatory and more.

“The music faculty and the students agreed that this program is too important to abandon, or even
to put on hold,” said James Smith, music department chair. Smith said the program is operating sole-
ly on private funds, including a monetary contribution to the program by each applied music student.

The concert will be held in the SMC Concert Hall, 1900 Pico Blvd. at 8 p.m. on Friday, Nov. 21.

Tickets are $20. For tickets, call (310) 434-3000. For further information, call the SMC Music
Department at (310) 434-4323.

College campus spotlight shines on opera, Pinner
By Daily Press staff

The focus on the Santa Monica College campus next weekend will be opera.

The Emmy Award-winning Santa Monica College Opera Theatre, under the artistic direction of
Sue Ann Pinner, will present “An Evening of Opera Highlights” at 8 p.m. on Saturday, Nov. 22 in
the SMC Concert Hall, 1900 Pico Blvd.

The concert will feature selections from Mozart’s “Don Giovanni,” Donizetti’s “The Daughter of
the Regiment” and Strauss’ “Die Fledermaus.” It also will feature selections from Moore’s “The
Ballad of Baby Doe,” a popular American opera set during the Colorado Gold Rush that tells the true
story of the life of Baby Doe Tabor. Baby Doe, which incorporates American folk melodies, features
baritone Jason Payne and soprano Melissa Sills. The accompanist is Hung-Ji Cindy Hsu.

Pinner is an SMC voice professor, professional opera singer and internationally renowned record-
ing artist who won a 2001 Emmy for the video of the SMC production of Faust, which aired on Los
Angeles City Channel 36 and City TV Channel 16 in Santa Monica. Pinner was the executive produc-
er and lead performer. She also had leading roles in the TV opera videos of La Boheme and Dialogue
of the Carmelites.

Pinner has had leading roles in such operas as the Los Angeles Opera Company's production of
Madame Butterfly in The Philippines, and in La Traviata, The Merry Widow and The Marriage of Figaro.

Tickets are $16. Call (310) 434-3000.
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Ocean water to be transformed for drinking

By The Associated Press

LONG BEACH — The city broke ground on a seawater desalination plant
designed to help quench Southern California’s growing population in the next 10 years.

Groundbreaking ceremonies were held Tuesday on the new Seawater Desalination
Research and Development Facility at the Los Angeles Department of Water &
Power Haynes Generation Station on Los Angeles County land near Seal Beach.

Long Beach is developing the facility, which will be completed in September
2004. The plant will test the so-called Long Beach Method, a patented membrane
technology to filter salt and impurities from 300,000 gallons of ocean water daily.

The process uses up to 30 percent less energy than more traditional approaches,
officials said. Made cautious by desalination problems in cities such as Tampa, Fla.,
Long Beach is taking incremental steps toward developing a fully operating desali-
nation facility.

The Tampa Bay desalination plant, built last spring, is supposed to pump out
about 25 million gallons of drinkable water a day, but water production has been
inconsistent and the plant requires further retooling.

“Our focus is on research so that we’re not just developing a plan and building a
big plant,” said Helen Hansen, board member of the Long Beach Water Department
Board of Water Commissioners.

It will cost $5.4 million to build and run the new research facility, half of which
will be funded by the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation.

ER situation in Los Angeles dismal

By The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Emergency room gridlock is possible because the closure
of health care facilities, the rising number of uninsured people and a growing and
aging population has the medical system heading into a “perfect storm,” according
to a new report.

The report by the Emergency Medical Service Commission, which is holding a
public hearing Thursday on the county’s emergency medical system, said in a report
that the sometimes eight-hour waits in emergency rooms are expected to get longer.

On Jan. 1, a new law designed to improve patient care takes effect. It will limit
the number of patients a nurse can care for, but health officials claim a statewide
nursing shortage could have the unintended consequence of forcing hospitals to turn
patients away or violate the new ratios.

California is ranked 49th out of 50 states in the number of nurses per capita.

The commission report said the law comes at a time of reduced state and federal
reimbursements to hospitals that care for Medi-Cal and the county’s 2.4 million
uninsured patients, shrinking hospital bed capacity and federal requirements for
hospitals to prepare for terrorist attacks without adequate funding.

Banner ordered down from PCH

By The Associated Press

HERMOSA BEACH — The city is fighting a California Department of
Transportation order to remove a Pacific Coast Highway banner promoting a fund-
raising charity effort.

Councilman Sam Edgerton said he contacted local state representatives about
reversing the Caltrans order declaring illegal the program in which businesses
donate money to local charities in return for advertising space across the highway.

“If need be, I’'m gonna put it on the agenda to have Caltrans officials arrested if
they try to take it down,” Edgerton said. “This is our town. They’re not going to tell
us what kind of banners we can fly.”

The airspace near the intersection has been used for years to raise money, includ-
ing more than $50,000 for the Hermosa Beach Education Foundation.

On Oct. 14, Caltrans warned the city about the banner and said it must be
removed within 30 days or it would face a $10,000 fine and an additional $100 a
day that the sign remains.

The city took down the banner.

Caltrans said the banner violated state regulations that prohibit banners contain-
ing private advertising or political material on state property. Caltrans has jurisdic-
tion over Pacific Coast Highway.

Prosecutors to throw the hook at fire looters

By The Associated Press

SAN BERNARDINO — Prosecutors said they would seek stiff sentences for
defendants convicted of looting homes during the Southern California wildfires.

Five people were arrested in San Bernardino County, and one man was arrested
in San Diego County.

“We don’t have any sympathy for these people,” Deputy District Attorney Marc
Guillory said. “It’s shameful that people would take advantage of a life-and-death
situation and force officers who could’ve helped in saving homes or evacuations to
risk their own lives to apprehend these looters.”

The Sheriff’s Department’s Twin Peaks station has taken an estimated 45 calls
from mountain residents reporting missing property or signs of a break-in, Sgt. Ben
Boswell said.

The five alleged looters in San Bernardino County are charged with burglarizing
homes shortly after evacuations were ordered.
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Celebrity PI’s arrest is playing out like a B-movie

BY LINDA DEUTSCH AND JOHN ROGERS
Associated Press Writers

LOS ANGELES — A bumbling
attempt to scare a newspaper reporter off
a story last year has led to a mushrooming
federal investigation that has left some of
Hollywood’s most prominent celebrities
along with their lawyers and agents won-
dering if their phones were tapped.

The affair began June 20, 2002, with a
scene that could have been scripted for a
B-movie: Los Angeles Times reporter
Anita Busch found a dead fish and a rose
on the hood of her car, along with a card-
board sign with the word “Stop” taped to
her windshield.

Seventeen months later, an ex-convict
is awaiting trial in connection with the
threats, while the man he says hired him to
make them, celebrity private eye Anthony
Pellicano, is about to begin a prison sen-
tence for illegally possessing military-
style explosives and hand grenades.

But the tale that has Hollywood talking
is that the FBI is investigating whether
some of the entertainment capital’s most
prominent people and their lawyers and
agents were wiretapped by Pellicano.

Among those who confirmed being
approached by authorities is comedian
Gary Shandling, who told The New York
Times on Friday that the FBI confirmed
some of his conversations were taped. His
representatives did not immediately return a
call from The Associated Press on Tuesday.

DID YOU KNOW?:

One of Hollywood’s most prominent
celebrity attorneys, Bert Fields, also con-
firmed that the FBI questioned him about
possible wiretapping allegations involv-
ing Pellicano. Fields, whose clients over
the years have included Tom Cruise,
Michael Jackson and Kevin Costner,
issued a statement Tuesday saying that,
like many Hollywood attorneys, he often
hired Pellicano as an investigator.

“I have absolutely no information
involving Mr. Pellicano and illegal wire-
tapping, and any suggestion that I do is
complete baloney,” Fields said.

One of Fields’ partners, attorney
Norman Levine, added that federal inves-
tigators “apparently have spoken to a
number of prominent people in the enter-
tainment community.”

He declined to elaborate. FBI officials
did not immediately return a call for com-
ment Tuesday. U.S. attorney spokesman
Thom Mrozek declined to comment.

At the center of the intrigue is Pellicano,
59, who has provided detective work, secu-
rity and sometimes acted as spokesman for
such stars as Elizabeth Taylor, Michael
Jackson and Sylvester Stallone.

The private eye, who is to begin serv-
ing a 27-month prison sentence next
Monday in the explosives case, declined
Tuesday to discuss the investigation.

A one-time “skip tracer” from Chicago
who made a living tracking down people
who didn’t pay their Spiegel catalog bills,
Pellicano gained national attention in 1977

when he found the remains of Taylor’s third
husband, movie producer Michael Todd,
after they were stolen from an Illinois
cemetery. His success was said to have won
the admiration of Taylor and helped facili-
tate his transition to celebrity private eye.

His next big success came in 1983,
when the self-taught expert in analyzing
audio recordings and enhancing the quali-
ty of surveillance tapes helped former auto
maker John DeLorean win acquittal on
cocaine trafficking charges. DeLorean was
arrested after authorities said he was
caught on videotape trying to sell under-
cover agents drugs to raise millions of dol-
lars to bail out his struggling car company.

As his star rose, the tough-talking
Pellicano cultivated an image akin to nov-
elist Raymond Chandler’s hard-boiled,
swaggering detective Philip Marlowe. He
claimed to carry a baseball bat, not a gun,
as his weapon of choice and once told the
Los Angeles Times: “T only use intimida-
tion and fear when I absolutely have to.”

He also boasted of digging into the past
of his clients’ enemies.

“So they gotta take the same heat that
they dish out,” he once said.

Hollywood publicist Michael Sands
said Tuesday he suspected Pellicano of
tapping his phones in 1990 when he was
investigating one of Sands’ celebrity
clients. Sands acknowledged he could
never prove his suspicion.

“Anthony Pellicano was one of the detec-
tives all the lawyers in Hollywood liked and

they gave him their business,” Sands said.
“They wanted his old-style muscle. There
wasn’t much of that around anymore.”

Busch was looking into a connection
between actor Steven Seagal — known
for his martial-arts moves in films like
“Under Siege” and “Exit Wounds” — and
reputed Mafia associate Julius Nasso
when she was threatened.

The two were business partners until a
falling out, and Seagal has testified that
mobsters threatened his life after he ended
the relationship. Nasso has sued the actor
for breach of contract.

Both Seagal and Pellicano have denied
any involvement in threatening Busch.

Alexander Proctor, an ex-convict and
one-time drug dealer, was charged with
threatening the reporter and is awaiting
trial. Authorities have said Proctor implicat-
ed Pellicano in the scheme, which prompt-
ed them to search his office. It was there
they found the explosives and transcripts of
the purported wiretapped conversations.

The search also led the Los Angeles
Police Department to suspend with pay a
veteran officer, Sgt. Mark Arneson, after
authorities said they found documents in
Pellicano’s office linking the detective to
Arneson.

Police officials said a subsequent
review of LAPD computer records con-
nected Arneson to people Pellicano was
investigating and showed he had accessed
Busch’s driver’s license and car registra-
tion information.

Ronald McDonald made his first national television appearance in 1967.
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LA archdiocese battles
to keep church records
on abuse from public

BY LINDA DEUTSCH

AP Special Correspondent

LOS ANGELES — An effort to inves-
tigate sex abuse by priests in the nation’s
largest Roman Catholic archdiocese has
grown into a lengthy and complex legal
battle buried under layers of secrecy.

In a case pending before a California
appellate court, the Archdiocese of Los
Angeles is trying to keep out of public
view a judge’s ruling on whether a grand
jury investigating clergy abuse can see
church personnel records.

A tentative ruling in the matter already
has been issued by a retired judge who is
working as a “special master” dealing
with some aspects of the case. But that
ruling is sealed — along with all the
underlying documents.

Because the material could eventually
be viewed by grand jurors, retired Superior
Court Judge Thomas F. Nuss has ruled that
everything relating to them must be sealed.
He also has decided that all hearings in the
case must be conducted in private.

Nuss was appointed by the judge
assigned to the case to take over some of
the massive workload created by it. His
job has been to review thousands of pages
of church personnel documents, then
decide whether they have to be turned
over to the grand jury. By order of the
court, he’s being paid $350 an hour by the
archdiocese.

The case has astounded some legal
experts for its level of secrecy.

“They better have something important
to cover up,” Loyola Law School profes-
sor Laurie Levenson said. “Otherwise,
they are wasting a lot of good will. The
more secret it is, the more tarnished the
church will become.”

The Los Angeles County District
Attorney’s office and a team of media
lawyers are challenging the archdiocese
in the case, which is scheduled for a hear-
ing Monday before the California Second
District Court of Appeals.

Lawyers for the archdiocese say their
effort is not a cover-up, but rather a sim-
ple matter of law.

They are asserting a First Amendment
privilege of freedom of religion, an exten-
sion of priest-penitent confidentiality to
cover communications between priests
and their superiors, and adherence to the
grand jury process that mandates secrecy.
The archdiocese’s attorneys characterize
the legal battle over the church documents
as “religious persecution.”

“The relationship between priest and
church is a familial relationship, such as
the husband-wife privilege. It goes to the
heart of the ability to function as a church
that has a celibate priesthood,” archdio-
cese attorney J. Thomas Hennigan said.
“These men, otherwise isolated from soci-
ety, need a place to be able to discuss their
innermost problems that is secure. It’s not
an effort to protect pedophiles.”

But the priest-superior claim is a sub-
ject of fierce dispute.

“I’m unaware of any law that says any-
time a priest talks to anyone in the church
it’s covered by privilege,” Levenson said.

Los Angeles County prosecutors and
the media lawyers also say the religious

persecution argument is “nonsensical” in
a case involving access to official court
records. They argue that there are no
grand jury rules covering proceedings
outside the grand jury room.

“This may well wind up in the
Supreme Court,” said attorney Kelli
Sager, who represents the Los Angeles
Times and the Los Angeles Daily Journal.
Both seek access to the Nuss tentative
decision — and open hearings in his court
before his final ruling.

“Contrary to the position taken by the
archdiocese ... the public’s right of access
to criminal proceedings and records can-
not be avoided merely by intoning the
phrase ‘grand jury’ as if it has some talis-
manic effect,” Sager said in a brief.

Lawyers for the archdiocese said
Cardinal Roger Mahony has been in favor
of openness but was overruled by his legal
advisers.

“It was his lawyers that told him there
was a limit to what he can and can’t do,”
Hennigan said. “He doesn’t have a choice
regarding certain categories of documents.”

Last May, Mahony pledged to turn
over church documents, at the time say-
ing, “We want every single thing out,
open and dealt with, period.”

Hennigan and his colleague, Donald F.
Woods Jr., said Mahony and the church are
facing hundreds of civil suits in which the
internal documents could play a role if they
are revealed. Plaintiffs’ lawyers believe the
documents may show that priests admitted
their abuse, and will provide insight into
how the church hierarchy responded.

The circumstances bear similarities to
those in Boston, where the sex abuse
scandal erupted in 2002, quickly spread-
ing nationwide.

Church lawyers there continually made
the same “prelate privilege” argument that
the Los Angeles Archdiocese is making —
but judges ordered the Archdiocese of Boston
to turn over the personnel documents.

The files showed church officials
allowed accused abusers to shuffle
between parishes, and the resulting public
outrage hastened the resignation of
Cardinal Bernard Law as archbishop.

Woods, however, said the comparison is
misplaced because the Boston church doc-
uments were released by church attorneys
due to overwhelming “media pressure.”

Meanwhile, Los Angeles County
Deputy District Attorney William
Hodgman, who heads the office’s sex
crimes unit, maintains an office piled high
with files on alleged priestly molesters.
But they will never be prosecuted because
of a U.S. Supreme Court ruling in June.

That ruling overturned convictions in
some cases and ordered others to be
dropped. It said states cannot retroactive-
ly extend statutes of limitations on prose-
cution of old molestation cases.

The district attorney’s office is seeking
the church documents now in part to
determine whether they show evidence of
more recent sexual abuse of minors.

Hodgman has one case pending against
a priest that was filed within the statutory
limit and hopes some others can be sal-
vaged. The church documents, he said,
could assist in his investigation.
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Immigrant registration
criticized by the ACLU

BY GILLIAN FLACCUS

Associated Press Writer

LOS ANGELES — Thousands of
immigrants — mostly Middle Eastern men
— must reregister with the government by
the end of the year under a homeland secu-
rity policy that civil rights advocates say
has confused and alienated its targets.

Critics say not one terrorist was identi-
fied among the 83,519 immigrants who
registered voluntarily with the government
starting in November 2002, although offi-
cials alleges several had unspecified links
to terrorist organizations.

The first wave of immigrants, who
signed up last year, must have reregistered
between Nov. 5 and Dec. 26, officials said.

“The people who volunteered and
came forward had nothing to hide,”
Ranjana Natarajan, an attorney with the
American Civil Liberties Union of
Southern California, said at a news con-
ference this week.

The registration is required under fed-
eral security guidelines adopted following
the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks. Men and boys
aged 16 and older from Iran, Iraq, Libya,
Sudan and Syria were required to register
in the first wave. Those from other coun-
tries, including Afghanistan, Somalia and
Indonesia, were required to register in
subsequent months. The last group had to
register by last April 25.

Immigration officials said that nation-
wide, 177,260 people have registered under

the program, including 93,741 at ports of
entry and 83,519 at immigration offices.

The government began deportation
proceedings against nearly 14,000 of the
immigrants because they had committed a
crime or had overstayed their visa, said
Virginia Kice, spokeswoman for U.S.
Immigration and Customs Enforcement.

More than 140 had criminal back-
grounds and a small number were found
to have links to terrorist organizations,
she said. She did not have more informa-
tion about those links or the number of
people implicated.

“Clearly, one of the things we learned
in the wake of Sept. 11 was there was very
little integrity to our immigration sys-
tem,” Kice said. “We didn’t have a good
accounting of who was here and who had
left. That was one of the motives for
establishing this system.”

Sarah Eltantawi, a spokeswoman for
the Los Angeles-based Muslim Public
Affairs Council, said that in many cases
those detained had applied for visa exten-
sions and were awaiting paperwork from
immigration officials.

They were detained because of the
inefficiency of the federal government,
she contended.

“The men who got up at 5 a.m. and
who were standing in line are hardly the
men we’re trying to get as terrorist sus-
pects,” Eltantawi said. “They were fol-
lowing the rules.”

Environmental groups seek to
reinstate ban on road-building

BY JACK SULLIVAN

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — Environmental
groups should not be allowed to challenge
a Wyoming federal judge’s decision to
strike down a ban on road-building in
remote areas of national forests, Justice
Department lawyers contended in court
papers filed this week.

A lawyer for the eight groups that are
arguing for the ban to be reinstated said the
Bush administration is “trying to make sure
that the public can’t stand up for” the road-
less rule.

“This admininstration has been
opposed to the roadless rule since before
it even came to office,” said Jim Angell of
Earthjustice, which represents the groups.

The Justice Department defended the
roadless rule in federal court in Wyoming
but did not appeal U.S. District Judge
Clarence Brimmer’s decision to strike it
down in July.

The environmental groups had inter-
vened in the case and did appeal. They are
asking the 10th U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals to reinstate the rule, which
blocked road construction in 58.5 million
forest acres nationwide as a way to stop
logging and other commercial activity.

President Clinton created the rule in
the final days of his administration. It
affects 3.5 million acres in Wyoming.

In his ruling, Brimmer said Clinton’s
rule was a “thinly veiled attempt” to cre-
ate wilderness areas without congression-
al action.

In a friend-of-the-court brief, the
Justice Department argued that since it

was an executive branch rule Brimmer
struck down, only the executive branch
should decide whether his decision should
be appealed.

“Private persons should not be permit-
ted to use the judiciary to interfere with
this core function of the United States,”
they wrote.

“The Roadless Rule is not compelled
by the Constitution or by any applicable
statue,” the lawyers wrote. “Absent such a
mandate, (the Forest Service) was just as
free to decide what regulations would be
issued and remain in force as ... to decide
what statutes it would create and retain.”

Environmentalists say the roadless rule
is an important protection for dwindling
public lands. The timber industry and
Republican lawmakers criticize it as over-
ly intrusive and even dangerous, saying it
could leave millions of acres exposed to
catastrophic fire.

Brimmer was the second federal judge to
strike down the rule. The first decision, made
in a lawsuit filed in Idaho in 2001, was over-
turned in December by the 9th U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals, based in San Francisco.

Angell noted that the Justice
Department did not take a position in the
appeal of the Idaho case, making its posi-
tion in the Wyoming case “a new and
even more aggressive effort to prevent the
roadless rule from surviving.”

The issue could go before the U.S.
Supreme Court if the ruling from the
Denver-based 10th Circuit differs from
that of the 9th Circuit.

The rule also has been challenged in
federal courts in Alaska, North Dakota,
Utah and the District of Columbia. a
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Israeli, Palestinian heads
discuss need for peace
after Cabinet is sworn in

BY MOHAMMED DARAGHMEH

Associated Press Writer

RAMALLAH, West Bank — With a
Palestinian political crisis resolved,
Palestinian and Israeli officials said
Thursday they expect their leaders to
meet for peace talks.

Such a summit could help end months
of deadlock over implementation of the
U.S.-backed “road map” peace plan.

Palestinian prime minister Ahmed
Qureia said Thursday he is ready for a
meeting with his Israeli counterpart, Ariel
Sharon, but only if it yields results.

He criticized Israel’s continued travel
restrictions in many Palestinian areas of
the West Bank and Gaza Strip. “If Israel
respects our people and our president and
lifts the siege and closure, I think the road
will be open for this government to be
successful,” Qureia said after the first
meeting of his Cabinet.

The Palestinian Cabinet was sworn in
Wednesday, in a ceremony that ended two
months of political wrangling over con-
trol of the Palestinian security forces.

Israeli Foreign Minister Silvan Shalom
told Israel Army Radio that he expects
Qureia and Sharon to meet within 10 days.
Israeli media said the meeting would like-
ly take place after Sharon returns from a
trip to Italy early next week.

Shalom said he already has prepared a
“positive agenda” that he hopes to imple-
ment quickly. He said the plan is “meant to
ease on the Palestinians and the Israelis”
and lead to substantive negotiations.

The closures have prevented many
Palestinians from moving between cities
and kept them from reaching schools,
offices and hospitals. Israel says the closures
are needed to prevent attacks on its cities.

Qureia disclosed that an international
donors conference scheduled in Rome
next Tuesday has been postponed until
Dec. 12. He did not give a reason for the
delay. The international community sends
about $1 billion a year to the Palestinians.
The funds are used for humanitarian proj-
ects and help prop up the Palestinian
Authority, which would otherwise cease
to function.

The Palestinian finance minister,
Salam Fayad, had stayed home for sever-
al days in protest over the deadlock
between Qureia and Arafat. Fayad will be
the key figure at the conference, present-
ing the Palestinian budget for 2004.

Qureia’s new Cabinet took office after
receiving a vote of confidence from the
parliament. The approval ended a two-
month vacuum that followed the resigna-
tion of Qureia’s predecessor, Mahmoud
Abbas, on Sept. 6.

Qureia and Arafat, addressing parlia-
ment before the vote, blamed Israel for
the violence, but called for an end to the

bloodshed.

Qureia called for a cease-fire and quick
implementation of the “road map”, which
calls for a halt to violence and a series of
steps leading to an independent
Palestinian state in 2005.

In the meantime, the peace plan
requires that Palestinians dismantle vio-
lent groups and the Israelis halt settlement
construction in the West Bank.

Speaking to Canadian fund-raisers
Wednesday evening, Sharon repeated a
peace offer to the Palestinians, although he
did not refer directly to the new Cabinet.

“We are prepared to make painful com-
promises for the sake of real peace,” he
said, but ruled out compromises over
security issues. He did not elaborate.

Arafat’s presence as the power behind
the Qureia government troubled both Israel
and the United States. They had called for
sidelining Arafat and turning authority
over to Qureia and his government.

Qureia only succeeded in forming a
Cabinet after leaving Arafat with control
over security forces. Israel has accused
Arafat of supporting terrorism and has
demanded that Palestinian security forces
be consolidated under one authority.

While still opposed to Arafat, the
Israelis appeared open to prospects of
accommodation with the new Palestinian
government, possibly reflecting public
impatience with the Sharon’s govern-
ment’s inability to restore calm.

A Palestinian was sent from the West
Bank to Gaza by the military. Moshref
Bethor arrived in Gaza early Thursday,
Palestinians said, the second Palestinian
to be expelled this week.

Israeli officials, speaking on condition
of anonymity, said he had agreed to go to
Gaza for two years instead of serving time
in jail. Bethor told The Associated Press
he had no idea he was being taken to
Gaza. He said he thought he was being
taken to a different detention facility for
further questioning.

To many Palestinians, expulsion from
their land, even to an area under
Palestinian control, is a punishment more
severe than imprisonment.

Israeli Defense Minister Shaul Mofaz,
visiting Washington, proposed to build an
industrial area for the Palestinians on the
edges of the West Bank border, a ministry
spokeswoman said. The plan would pro-
vide some 120,000 jobs for Palestinians,
she said.

The idea, she said, is to improve the
economic situation of the Palestinians
and improve Israeli security. Israel has a
similar industrial zone along the border
with Gaza.

If the proposal wins American support,
the spokeswoman said, Israel would pres-
ent it to the Palestinians. There were no
details on how the Americans reacted.
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Man was on verge of blowing up clinics

By The Associated Press

MIAMI — A Florida man was on the brink of carry-
ing out plans to bomb abortion clinics after casing tar-
gets, studying bomb-making and buying material that
could be used in an attack, according to the FBI and
court documents.

Stephen John Jordi, 35, made his first appearance in fed-
eral court Wednesday. FBI agents lured him to a meeting
aboard a boat late Tuesday; he jumped overboard and was
arrested when pulled from Biscayne Bay with the help of
the Coast Guard a half-hour later, FBI officials said.

Jordi was in the final stages of plans for imminent
attacks, U.S. Attorney Marcos Jimenez said. A criminal
complaint filed Wednesday said Jordi cased several South
Florida clinics and discussed bombing one in Macon, Ga.

On Tuesday, Jordi and an FBI source bought gasoline
cans, flares, starter fluid and propane tanks — including
a large one filled with propane gas, the affidavit said.
The source also provided Jordi a .45-caliber pistol,
silencer and empty magazines in exchange for $200, the
affidavit says. Jordi was arrested later that day.

Jordi was charged with solicitation to commit a crime
of violence; distribution of information relating to mak-

ing and using explosives for arson; and possession of an
unregistered firearm or destructive device.

Case against suspected sniper mounts

By The Associated Press

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. — Jurors have listened to
three weeks’ worth of evidence against sniper suspect
John Allen Muhammad, while his defense team has
demanded their attention for all of two hours.

It appeared as though that’s all the jury would have to
consider, as closing arguments were expected to begin
in the 42-year-old’s trial Thursday, with the jury possi-
bly getting the case later in the day.

Meanwhile, about 20 miles to the east in Chesapeake,
opening arguments were expected to get under way in
the trial of his alleged accomplice, 18-year-old Lee
Boyd Malvo.

Muhammad’s attorneys say Prince William County
prosecutors have not proven that their client was the
triggerman in the killing of Dean Harold Meyers at a
Manassas-area gas station on Oct. 9, 2002. Short of that,
they say, jurors cannot sentence him to death under
Virginia law.

Prosecutors have said it doesn’t matter who fired the

shot that killed Meyers because Muhammad used his
paternal influence over Malvo to create a killer willing
to follow his orders.

Malvo is accused of killing FBI analyst Linda
Franklin outside a Home Depot Oct. 14, 2002, in the
Falls Church area. He also faces the death penalty if
convicted.

Rumsfeld mulls makeover in Asia

By The Associated Press

TUMON, Guam — The Pentagon is ready to “test
various ideas” with Asian allies on changing the make-
up and basing of American combat forces in Japan,
South Korea and elsewhere in the region, Defense
Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld said Thursday at the out-
set of a six-day Asia tour.

In an interview en route to this U.S. island territory,
Rumsfeld declined to offer any specifics other than to
say the Pentagon might want access to more or different
locations in Asia and the Pacific.

His trip, to include stops in Japan and South Korea, is
his first to Asia since becoming defense secretary in
January 2001. The last defense secretary to visit was
William Cohen in March 2000.

Ex-Iraqi officials: Saddam saved face
by pretending to keep WMDs intact

BY GEORGE GEDDA

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — Maybe Sad-
dam Hussein only wanted to save face.

Perhaps he really did dispose of
his forbidden weapons but declined
to admit it because some of his
neighbors would stop deferring to
him if they knew the truth.

President Bush dismisses the the-
ory, but his chief weapons inspector
in Iraq, David Kay, doesn’t.

For months, the administration
has been saying that, at the time U.N.
weapons inspectors returned to Iraq
last winter, Saddam certainly did not
behave like a man who had nothing
to hide. The conclusion, therefore,
was that his arsenal — or at least
much of it — was still intact.

So the United States, along with
Britain and other coalition partners,
decided to go to war last March based
on Saddam’s show-them-as-little-as-
possible attitude toward the U.N.
inspectors, plus intelligence findings
suggesting that Iraq was indeed
awash in unconventional weapons.

Now, according to  The
Washington Post, several high-rank-
ing Iraqi detainees have told U.S.
interrogators that Saddam was
engaging in a ruse when he left the
impression last winter that doomsday
weapons were still in his arsenal.

A Nov. 3 Post story

destruction. Hussein was unwilling
to reveal that his cupboard was
essentially bare.”

The assertions of the detainees are
not new. Kay acknowledged last
month that some Saddam loyalists
had told his weapons inspection team
the same thing. Kay saw that as one
of five or six possible explanations
as to why no weapons had turned up
after several months of searches.
Kay is expected to issue a final
report next year.

Secretary of State Colin Powell
has said there was enough in Kay’s
lengthy interim report last month to
convince him that the administra-
tion’s prewar assertions about
Saddam’s weapons arsenal were on
the mark.

“What we now know as a result of
David Kay’s efforts confirms that
Hussein had every intention of con-
tinuing his work on banned weapons
despite the U.N. inspectors, and that
we and our coalition partners were
right to eliminate the danger that his
regime posed to the world,”Powell
has said.

Bush agrees. “Saddam Hussein is
a man who hid programs and
weapons for years,”he says. “He was
a master at hiding things.”

But a Post interview with an Iraqi
general not in the custody of the U.S.
military corroborated the account of

the detainees.

Maj. Gen. Walid Mohammed
Taiee, 62, chief of army logistics as
the war approached earlier this year,
told the Post: “From a military point
of view, if you did have a special
weapon, you should keep it secret to
achieve tactical surprise. ... But he
(Saddam) wanted the whole region
to look at him as a grand leader.”

Taiee also said Saddam believed
the United States might be deterred
from attacking Iraq if it concluded
that the Iraqis had all the weapons
they are thought to have had.

If that is the case, it was a colossal
miscalculation by Saddam. The
administration was not deterred at
all, and the regime essentially was
defeated in six weeks.

The news, of course, has not been
good for the administration since
then, with at least 140 Americans
killed during a period euphemistical-
ly described as “postwar.”

Bush is now portraying the
American commitment in Iraq as
part of an effort to promote democra-
cy in the Middle East. That rationale
has been mentioned before, but not
with the current emphasis.

On the other hand, less is being
heard these days, at least from the
administration, about those elusive
weapons of mass destruction.

reported that several high-
ranking detainees have said
“they believe that Hussein
was afraid to lose face with
his Arab neighbors. Hussein
concluded, these prisoners
explained, that Saudi
Arabia, Kuwait, the United
Arab Emirates and other
countries paid him defer-
ence because they feared he
had weapons of mass
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CLASSIFIEDS

S3°° per day.Up to 15 words, 20 cents gach additional word.
Call 310-458-7737 and promote your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 15,000.

NEWE QY
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals

Apartments/Condos Rent

Houses for Rent
Roomates

Commerical Lease

Real Estate

Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage

Services
Computer Services
Attorney Services

Business Opportunities

Yard Sales

Health and Beauty

Fitness

Wealth and Success

Lost and Found

Personals
Obituaries

$3 - 5K per week income poten-
tial work from home, NOT MLM.
(800)570-3782 Ext. 4020.

2 POSITIONS: Dental Assistant
Santa Monica x-ray license.
RDA preferred call (310)395-
1261 or fax/resume (310)395-
6645.

AUTO PROFESSIONAL
WANTED:

Looking to get back into the car

business? SANTA MONICA
FORD has a few spots availa-
ble for the right candidate. Call

the Sales Manager at
(310)451-1588

BEAUTY STYLIST'S for new
Fantastic Sams Salon in Santa
Monica. Guarantee 9/hr and up.
(310)890-1222

EXPERIENCED TELEMARK-
ETERS only. Needed to set ap-
pointments for salvage pick-up
non-profit organization. Work
from home. $400/wk. potential
call Manny (310)753-4909.

F/T  JEWELRY Salesperson:
Must be customer service ori-
ented. Must have sales experi-
ence. Santa Monica Location.
Fax resume to: (310)451-3289.

FIGURE MODEL wanted. Fit fe-
male model wanted for figure
drawing by artist. No experi-
ence necessary. Call (818)501-
0266

FILE CLERK in Santa Monica
dental office. Computer skills,
phone friendly, f/t. Call Nicole
(310)828-7429.

HOST/HOSTESS, BUSBOY,
dishwasher. Benihana. 310-
260-1423. 1447 4th St. Santa
Monica

JACK OF all trade. Knowledge
of plumbing, carpentry, electri-
cal, concrete helpful. P#, f/t call
(310)258-9030.

LIVE-IN CAREGIVER wanted.
Care for senior citizen.
Room/Board + salary, private
party. (562)594-1127.

MARKETING FOR arts studio,
bright, upbeat with good phone
personality & people skills.
(310)258-9030.

P/T RETAIL, New chic Santa
Monica dog boutique seeks p/t
help w/minimum 2 yrs. retail
sales exp. call (818)400-1025.

RETAIL SALES associate la-
dies boutique. Santa Monica, 3-
5 days per/week. Must be out-
going, have experience & love
selling better designer clothing.
Salary & commission. (310)394-
1406.

DAY PUBLIC AUCTION
WESTON COLLECTIONS

#44NO RESERVE##+*

‘Warehouse Clearance
Everything Must Go!

of American classics.
contemporary furniture,
handmade oriental rugs from 2 2
November 16th, 1-6pm
November 17th, 7pm-midnight
November 18th, 7pm-midnight
‘We accept all major credit cards. Checks w/ approval
14660 Arminta Street Unit “D”
Van Nuys, CA. 91402
Phone: (818) 901-7723
Fax: (818) 901-7792

Auctioner y-k Lic. 1923

7 PIECE Bedroom Set.
brand new! Wood sleigh bed,
mattress set, nightstand, and
more. Moving and must sell!
List $2500. Giveaway $795.
(310)350-3814.

CHERRY SLEIGH Bed. Solid
wood. Still in box. List $795.
Sacrifice $295. (310)350-3814

ITALIAN LEATHER Sofa &
Loveseat Brand new, still in
crate from designer home
show. List $3000. Sacrifice
$995. Must sell! Will deliver!
(310)350-3814.

KING DOUBLE Pillowtop Mat-
tress Set. Brand new, brand
name. Must sell! List $895. Sac-
rifice $295. (310)350-3814

QUEEN DOUBLE Pillowtop
Mattress Set. Plush, name
brand, still in plastic. Warranty.
Was $595. Sacrifice $175.
(310)350-3814.

QUEEN ORTHO Mattress Set.
New, still in plastic w/warranty.
Must sell. $125 (310)350-3814.
2 TINY Toy Poodles, red, male
12 wks old, AKC first shots

$750/each call collect
(661)836-9778.

Vehicles for sale

rentals j

LOW DAILY/WEEKLY RATES
= Insurance Billing

= Unlimited Mileage
on most cars, minivans
u Free Pick-Up Service

&>

OF SANTA MONICA

01 F150 XLT Supercah
$18,988 Low Mileage.
Great buy! (1KA29098)

’95 Honda Civic EX
$6,995 Air cond.
Spread (vin#027532)

’01 Ford Expedition
Call for price, silver, loaded
& more! (vin#UBR772)

’00 Ford Explorer
$12,995 (ID#B30956)

'98 Lincoln Continental

$11,995 LOADED!
CLEAN! (ID#B626495)

’01 Ford Expedition XLT
$26,995 SHARP!
EXTRA CLEAN! (ID#193078)

'97 Ford Explorer
$8,995 (ID#A41915)

1230 Santa Monica Blvd.

310-451-1588

\-.__!J. ",...-*"/
INFINITTI

of Santa Monica

#’00 BMW X5 4.4i%
Sport Pkg! V8, Loaded, Low
Mileage! BEAUTIFUL! (H02400)

#’02 Infiniti Q45 Navi
THE EXECUTIVE RIDE!
All Loaded, Low Miles
(v002529) 3 More Available

#’03 Infiniti G35 Sedan#

DVD Navi, Prem whis, Loaded
(v006982)

#’01 Ford Mustang#
CONVERTIBLE! Automatic
2D, Leather, (8837P)

#’02 Audi A8LA
FULLY LOADED! Premium Whis.
Bose Premium Sound (001079)

#’02 Honda S2000+
4-Cyl. 2.0L VTEC, Leather,
6-Speed, Manuel (8767P)

02 Lexus 1S300#

Sport Cross, LOADED! Prem
Wheels, Leather (043651)

7’00 Volvo V70 XC AWD
SE Wagon

2.4L Turbo, Moon, alloys
VALUE PRICED! (v707506)

1401 Santa Monica Blvd.
310-394-2499

infinitiofsantamonica.com

FOR
SALE

“Classic” 1982
Jeep Wagoneer
Solid Vehicle, Very Reliable,
Custom Seats, CD sounds,

Surf Racks, lots of love
in this Truck.

$2500 FIRM.
(310) 699-7835

‘92 VOLVO 240 Wagon 102K
miles, good condition, looks and
runs great. $4500 (310)452-

‘97 PLYMOUTH Neon 17000
original miles. $1000 stereo
system Asking $4800. 310-704-
3938.

1992 SAAB 9008 2 door, hatch-
back 108K good condition, blue
$2,700 obo. (310)866-0192.

YOUR
AD
HERE

ADVERTISE!!

Santa Monica
Daily Press
Classifieds

310.458.7737
Ask for Mitch

CREDENTIAL, EXPERIENCED
and patient math teacher avail-
able to tutor high school and
college mathematics. Call Jona-
than (310)264-0635.
jonathanoz@adelphia.net

DRUM LESSONS in your
home! Great w/children & be-
ginners, first lesson FREE! Call
Tom (310)422-2699.

IRISH DANCE LESSONS, chil-
dren & adults. Erin Murphy,
T.C.R.G. (310)828-4434.

SINGER-
SONGWRITER/CHILDRENS-
AUTHOR NEEDING nice 2
bdrm-rental in S.M. by Jan 1st
that accepts section-8-voucher.
Must be ground-floor and have
alc rent not over $1700. Will
commit years-lease. visit
www.JoshuaCrawford.com Call
(432)697-7989 or email:
iamlookingforaplacetolive @
yahoo.com with amenities.

SINGLE ENCLOSED garage
wanted in Santa Monica area
call Jim. (310)226-6102.

WANTED 6/MONTH rental or 1
or 2 bdrm Ocean Park

house/guest house. 2 adults
and 1 mature small dog seek
temporary housing during re-
modeling of their OceanPark
home. Call ( 310)581-6174.

GEORGETOWN LAKE MT De-
luxe 4 bdrm overlooking pristine
mountain lake.  Blue ribbon
fishery. Minutes from Jack Nick-
laus golf course. Hike, boat,
swim, horseback ride. Wildlife
galore. Stunning sunset views.
$1200 per week. (310) 899-
3777

3RD STREET PROMENADE
Apts. Ocean views, remodeled
units 1+1, $1500-$2000, 2+2
$2100-$2500. 1453 3rd Street.

MOVE IN SPECIALS!
(310)862-1000.
BEVERLY _ HILLS _ ADJ.

$1550.00 Vintage 2
1920’'s duplex. Master
room, entertainment center,
2bdrm/1ba, living room, eat-in
kitchen, bright, Mexican tile,
faux fireplace, lots of architec-
tural detail, hardwood floors.
Permit street parking.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthu nterz.com
(310)276-4663

BEVERLY HILLS
$1550.00 Vintage 2
1920’s duplex. Master Bed-
room, entertainment center,
2bdrm/1ba, living room, eat-in
kitchen, bright, Mexican tile,
faux fireplace, lots of architec-
tural detail, hardwood floors.
Permit street parking.

ADJ.
story

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthu nterz.com
(310)276-4663

BRENTWOOD $1250.00 Tradi-
tional 2bdrm/1ba. Upper, newer
carpet, fridge, stove, laundry &
parking. No pets.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

CEDAR PROPERTIES
LAMBERT INVESTMENTS
Singles, 1 Bedrooms, 2 Bed-
rooms. $875 & Up. 310-309-
7798.

WESTWOOD
LUXURY WILSHIRE HI-RISE,
2+2 condo, balcony, wet-bar,

master
walk-in closet, w/d, central a/c,
24 hr security, pool, spa,gym,
tennis, AVAILABLE NOW!
$2150 month to month.
(310)714-2151.

CULVER CITY $650.00 Quiet,
single, remodeled building,
pool, landscape, balcony, car-
pets. Convenient to shopping,
premises, dishwasher, fire-
place, refrigerator, stove.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

FREE RENTAL Lists & No Fee
Rentals. Sullivan-Dituri Compa-
ny. 2111 Wilshire Blvd. Santa
Monica, CA 90403.

PACIFIC PALISADES
$1100- $1450
1 Bdrm. and Single Gorgeous,
newly remodeled,new tile,
pool,some views, walk to vil-
lage.
974 Haverford
(310)454-8837

PACIFIC PALISADES:
$1450

gorgeous 1 bdrm, newly
remodeled, pool,some views,
walk to village.
974 Haverford 310-454-8837

PALMS AREA $1025.00 2
bdrms, 1 1/2 baths, appliances,
no pets, parking. 2009 Preuss
Road, #5 Los Angeles, CA
90034. Manager in #1.

PASADENA $700.00 Tranquil
1bdrm/iba, new carpet and
kitchen flooring, laundry facili-
ties on premises, air condition-
ing, balcony, carpets, refrig.,
stove.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

PASADENA $725.00 Spacious
1bdrm/1ba, beamed ceilings,
very private, hardwood floors,
large closets, upper unit, air
conditioning.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

WwWWw. apartmenth unterz.com
(310)276-4663

SANTA MONICA
$1125 & UP

Newley renovated bachelor.
Hardwood, large balconies
w/ocean views. Microwave &
refridgerator. Across from
the beach.

Open House
daily 11-5pm
2121 OCEAN AVE.
310-899-9580
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VENICE BEACH
$1150 & UP

GRAND OPENING
Historic craftsman style bldg.
Newly remodeled, 1 bedroom,
1 bath. Step to the sand!
Wood floors, tiled kitchen

Open House
daily 12-5pm
20 BROOKS
310-899-9580

SANTA MONICA $1725, spa-
cious, 3 bdrm, 2 ba, near SMC.
Recently renovated, private pa-
tios, covered parking, applian-
ces & laundry. (310)828-4481.

SANTA MONICA $795.00 Low-
er Unit, Part. Furn., safe neigh-
borhood, bright, full kitchen, off
of Wilshire Blvd., utils. inc.,
amenities include Street park-
ing, Indry facilities, crpts, fur-
nished, refrig., stv, storage.

Get phone # address Free. No
Fee. We have others from
$550.00 EQ. Housing Opportu-
nity logo.
www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

SANTA MONICA studio, great
location near Montana, carpet,
laundry, quiet, flexible lease,
parking $735

Westside Rentals
(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1295/mo.
1232 Harvard.
Beautiful 1 bdrm, 1 ba.
Prestigious location, secluded
builiding. Features large
closets, stove, dishwasher,
gated parking.

Owner will consider pets.
Walk to shops, restaurants &
transportation.
(310)717-7963

SANTA MONICA, 2br, central
location, /s, laundry, small
complex, parking inc. controlled
access, $1350

Westside Rentals
(310)395-7368

ENJOY LIFE ON THE 3RD STREET PROMENADE

GREAT LIVE/WORK SPACE

; ) ; At |
Walk to the Beach # Pedestrian Lifestyle ¢ Beautiful Studio Apts. from $1,100 per month

310-394-9833

*One year lease minimum term. Utilities, Stove, & Refrigerator included.
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All backed by the Archstone Seal of Service™
including the 100% Move-in Satisfaction Guarantee,

ARCHSTONE SANTA MONICA

ARCHSTONE SANTA MOMNICA APARTMENTS
AR5 Broachway | Santa Monica

I03 T3

sartamonicatharchstonesmith.oom

Archstone

nmunities. com

ARCHSTONE

ROQUE &
MARK Co.

2802 Santa Monica Bivd.

310-828-7525
SALES - RENTALS

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

RENTALS AVAILABLE
NO PETS ALLOWED

SANTA MONICA
1328 Yale St. $875

Lower single, utilities paid,
fridge &stove, laundry room

1437 Eudid $895
Lower 1 bed, new carpet,
new stove, fresh paint

827 15th st. $1350
Upper 1 bed, 1/2 block to
Montana, fresh paint,
laundry room

1433 Eudid $1450
Lower 2 bed, 1.5 baths, patio,
fresh paint, laundry room

1224 12th St. $1500
Lower 2 bed, 1.5 baths, new
carpet, new blinds, balcony

BRENTWOOD
WLA/MAR VISTA

10908 S.M. Bivd
West LA, $800
Upper single, fridge & stove,
near UCLA & Century City

1306 Armacost
West LA, $850
Lower single, new carpet, new
kitchen & bath linoleum

649 Barrington
Brentwood 31250
Upper 1 bed, remodeled
kitchen, new carpet,
new blinds, pool

FOR MORE LISTINGS GO TO

WWW ROQUE-MARK COM

SANTA MONICA  $1125 -
$1250/mo. 2 bdrm, 1 bath,
stove, refrigerator, gas paid. No
pets. 2535 Kansas Ave. #105,
and #207 Manager located at:
Apt. #101. Available now.

SANTA MONICA $1550.00 N.
of Wilshire. Contemporary, spa-
cious, 2bdrm/2ba, stove, dish-
washer, parking, pet OK, W/D
in unit, mini-blinds, fridge.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

SANTA MOINCA duplex, 2
brdms, cat ok, r/s, dishwasher,
patio, carpets, quiet area, park-
ing inc. $1400.
Westside Rentals
(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA  MONICA remodeled
duplex, studio, r/slrg closets,
new everything, permit parking,
$1000

Westside Rentals
(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA triplex, 1+1,
cat ok, near beach, r/s, hard-
wood floors, month to month,
parking $975.

ide Rentals

SANTA MONICA: $950, 1+1
furnished, renovated unit, r/s,
laundry, small complex, park-
ing, controlled access.
(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA; $800, studio,
t/s, carpets, blocks to beach,
contemporary unit.
(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

STUDIO CITY $1000.00
1bdrm/iba New w/d in each
unit, new bbqg and sun patio w/
fountain, central air & heat, mir-
rored wardrobe doors.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthunterz.com
(310)276-4663

WEST HOLLYWOOD $795.00
Great 1bdrm/1ba, patio, 2 units
available, patio, hardwood
floors, stove, fridge, Spanish
style.

Get phone # and address free.
NO FEE! We have others from
$550.00 EQ Housing Opportu-
nity logo.

www.apartmenthu nterz.com
(310)276-4663

WLA $1285 spacious 2 bdrm. 1
3/4 bath. Near Bundy/SM Bivd.
Large closets, fireplace & park-
ing. Small building. (310)828-
4481.

UL

CENTURY WEST PROPERTIES
EXCEPTIONAL WESTSIDE RENTALS

LEASING CENTER

1437 SEVENTH STREET, SUITE 200

SANTA MONICA

COMPLEMENTARY RENTAL LIST &
LEASING CONSULTATION
WALK-INS WELCOME 10AM — 6PM DAILY

(310) 899-9580

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

Roommates

2 BDRM 2 1/2 bath w/garage in
Santa Monica, 4th & Wilshire
area. Mature female preferred
$800/mo. Utilities paid.
(310)395-8365.

SANTA MONIC, prvt bdrom and
bath, r/s, dishwasher, laundry,
quiet area, prking/util/cable.
Westside Rentals
310-395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, prvt bdrm,
beach close, r/s, balcony, firel-
place, huge kitchen, garage, util
incl.$650
Westside Rentals
310-395-RENT

SANTA MONICA: $550, prvt.
bdrm, r/s, balcony, hardwood,
yard, bright, utilities/cable/park-
ing/dsl incl.
(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

Commercial Lease

SANTA MONICA
OFFICES

* CHARMING MEDITERRANEAN STYLE
+ NEAR PROMENADE - WINDOWS OPEN
* GARDEN COURTYARD BUILDING

* TELEPHONE SYSTEM INCLUDED

* NEW PAINT AND CARPET

* FURNISHED AVAILABLE

* SHORT OR LONG TERM

* PARKING INCLUDED

*2TO 4 ROOMS

* AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY

310.395.4620

$1450.00 AND UP

MDR SHARE space. New suite,
4 space in small Law Firm. Law
Library, Conference Room, Re-
ceptionist, Copier, DSL, Parking
Available, 90 Freeway close.
Starting at $750. (310)553-
0756.

HAI Ca

il COMMER

Specializing

in Leasing
| | & Selling
Office &
Industrial
Buildings

310-440-8500 x.104

SANTA MONICA 1427 THIRD
STREET PROMENADE 900
SQ/FT OFFICE/CREATIVE
SPACE. SHARE KITCHEN.
INCLUDES DSL, HIGH
CEILINGS. $2000 PER
MONTH. AVAILABLE
DECEMBER 1 OR SOONER.
CALL 310-458-7737 X104

Christina S. Porter
Senior Associate
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SANTA MONICA retail store for
lease. 1740 Ocean Park Blvd.
Approx. 600 sq/ft. remodeled,
skylights, finished concrete
floors, a/c. Good for clothing, art
or books. $1500/mo. (310)753-
2621.

SM/OCEAN PARK: room avail-
able in well located Chiropractic
& Acupuncture office 3 days
per/wk  $500/mo.  Jasmine
(310)392-9596.

WESTWOOD OFFICE space in
prime location near Wilshire.
Approx. 400 sq/ft very nice,
clean, 2 rooms & bathroom.
Parking available at Border’s
$590/mo. (310)477-6835.

[ Wassage |

BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal
your body, mind, spirit. Thera-
peutic, Swedish, Deep-tissue.
Energy balancing. Strictly non-
sexual. Introductory specials
from $50.00/1hr. Lynda, L.M.T.
(310)749-0621

OCEAN THERAPY: nice relax-
ing massage Spanish & Asian
Staff (310)899-3709.

24 HOUR RECORDED
INFORMATION SERVICE
HOME SELLERS!
Find out what the
home down the street

is selling for

1-800-403-5262

EXT: 1013
www.brgorden.com

Real Estate Wanted

MOTIVATED BUYER: | buy

houses any area, any pr|ce
any condition

Call (310)422-4933 .

[ Wassage |

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE,
Swedish, Accupressure,
Deep-tissue, Sports Mas-
sage, Reflexology. For apt
call Tracy at (310)435-0657.

EXPERT THERAPUTIC Swed-
ish, Deep tissue, sports mas-
sage. Fully licensed/certified,
first hour session $35. Jeremy
(310)570-7403.

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong
and tender relaxing bodywork
by mature European. Professio-
nal Lady Sonja (310)397-0433.

FULL BODY MASSAGE: Li-
censed and certified; will travel.
Your home or office. $45/hr. Es-
tella (310)396-2720

FULL BODY Swedish to light
fingertip massage by classy Eu-
ropean therapist. Serious call-
ers only. (310)826-7271.

REVITALIZE & Rejuvenate.
Body, Mind & Spirit with a ther-
apeutic  Swedish/Deep-tissue
massage. Laura (310)394-2923
(310)569-0883.

STRONG & SOOTHING Deep-
Tissue Therapy. Intro:
$35/70min. Non-sexual. Will al-
so trade. Paul: (310)741-1901.

TANTRIC SEXUAL MASTERY
Ejac. Control, Erection issues,
Relationship counseling, caring
sex therapy, Stephanie Stone.
(818)988-9451.

ESTATE SALE Saturday No- Saturday No-
vember 15, 9am-2pm. 1748 Lin-
coln Santa Monica. Enter
through gate in alley. House-
hold, clothes, jewelry, furniture,
appliances.

MULTI-APARTMENT SALE
Saturday November 15 9am-
12pm. 933 Ocean Ave. Santa
Monica, 2 blocks north of Wil-
shire. Household, books,
clothes, Christmas decorations.

Curives

in Santa Monica
The Power to Amaze Yourself.™

GET 50% OFF THE
SERVICE FEE

Offer valid 7/15/03 thru 11/30/03
ths

1335 B 4th St
310-917-1371

Have Fun Getting
FIT By the BEACH

Feel Better....Lose Weight... Improve your Health!

Inquire About Our Way to
Wellness Program! Exercise,
Eating & Stress Management ...
All'In One Great Program!

Located at the Loews
Santa Monica Beach Hotel

310-842-5657

www.globalfi com

EARN $1 000’s  processing
postcards. Mail to Wes-State
Corporation. 1450 N. 7th Ave.
Dept. 4468, Eugene OR,
97402..

Personals

Talk to a Model 24hrs.
310-786-8400
818-264-1906
213-259-1902
949-722-2222

$15/15 min.
CC/Check OK
www.USLove.com

ALL LEVEL TRAINER
Outdoor, Gym, Fat Burning
Techniques.

Will Get You
Motivated!
www.PumpUpTheBody.com
First session free!
$ 45/hr. References Available
(310)804-5576

TAI CHI/I-CHIUNG classes in
Santa Monica call for info.
(626)429-6360.

Announcements

ALZHEIMER’S SUPPORT GROUP
meeting. Last Wednesday of
the month; at Sunrise Assisted
Living, Pacific Palisades call
(310)573-9545/Linda.

A1 CONSTRUCTION, framing,
drywall, electrical. 30 years in
this area. Free estimate.
(310)475-0497 or (310)415-
7134.

AN EXPERIENCED dealer/me-
chanic undertakes brake jobs,
$40 + parts. (818)780-5609.
B.C. HAULING clean-up; all
types big truck; hydrolic liftgate
-small truck. No Saturdays.
(310)714-1838.

BEST MOVERS

No job too small
2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR

handicap & seniors!
JRONMAN
L i [wemig & M
censed. A&A custom. Interior

Fully insured. We make it EZ.

Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
Since 1975 Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193

” Handhaman Serice &
3338419787

Pree Exirmaies. Pl ey e

PAINTING TOP QUALITY Li-

And Exterior Free Quote.

(310)463-5670 .

GET ORGANIZED!
for filing system set-ups,
unpacking from a major move,
uncluttering closets and
other homes/office paper
management problems, etc.

HIRE A PROFESSIONAL
ORGANIZER!
Call Christine Cohen:
310-274-4988

Member: National Association of Professional Organizers

GUTTER
CLEANING

Get ready
for the rain

310-475-0864

DENTAL
EMERGENCY?

o Evening hours + emergency services
e Root Canals, Crowns, Veneers

o 20+ years of experience

o UCLA Graduate

e Most insurances accepted

e Gosmetic Dentistry

Dr. David Taft, DDS
310-315-3676

UCLA Parkside Medical

2428 SANTA MONICA BLVD., SUITE 303 + SANTA MONICA

HEAD SHOTS. Price includes
shoot fee, contact sheets, nega-

tives & expenses. $250.
www.randphoto.net  (310)395-
0147.

HOME THEATER AND MUSIC:
system design, installing and
troubleshooting. 16 years expe-
rience with audio/video sys-
tems, satellite, cable, telephone
and computer networks.
(310)450-6540.

JUAN’S LANDSCAPING. Tree

trimming and removal, brush
clearance, sprinklers, sod,
maintenance, clean up and
hauling. Lic #  818789.
(310)720-6833 .

MARCO TELECOM: Phone

jacks, installation & repair. Re-
wiring phone line, splitting busi-
ness. (310)301-1926, pager:
(310)351-7673.

NBM CONSTRUCTION
Room Additions, Remodel,
Electric, Plumbing, Carpentry
(888) 420-5866

Lic#745354

NOTICETO
READERS:

Callifornia law requires that
contractors taking jobs that
total $500 or more (labor or
materials) be licensed by the
Contractors State License
Board. State law also requires
that contractors include their
license number on all
advertising. You can check the
status of your licensed
contractor at www.cslb.ca.gov
or 800-321-CSLB. Unlicensed
contractors taking jobs that
total less than $500 must state|
in their advertisements that
they are not licensed by the
Contractors State License
Board.

PICTURE _FRAMES _custom
made by professional (310)980-
2674.

SEX THERAPY Enhance re-
lationships, intimacy & de-
sire. Surrogates & Training
available. AASECT Cert.
Bryce Britton, MS (310)450-
5553

SUPERIOR PAINTING/WALL-
PAPERING FREE ESTIMATE.
INSURED/BONDED
LIC#426413 25/YRS EXPERI-
ENCE. LOW PRICES. HIGH
QUALITY. HOLIDAY SPE-
CIALS (310)398-6060.

TOWN & Country Builder. Ma-
sonry work, concrete, drive-
ways, brick, stone wall, patio,
tile. State/Lic. 441191 (310)578-
7108.

When You Get Ready to Fix Up, Call Us!
NED PARKER
CONSTRUCTION

Bonded & Insured - Lic#658-486
PAINTING * CARPENTRY * ROOFING
CONCRETE » ELECTRICAL

323.871.8869

HOW can you get the power
of email working for your
business?

Great Big Noise
www.greatbignoise.com

SMART CLEANING for all your
cleaning needs. Top quality
products. Residential & com-
mercial. (310)676-1456.

COMPUTER HELP: Your office
or home. Typing, tutorial, Micro-
soft Word, Excel, Access, inter-
net navigation, software instal-
lation. Also, notary public serv-
ices. (310)207-3366

MAC & PC repairs tutoring,
software & hardware wireless
networking. Upgrade, phone (in
house)support.
www.concepts.org
(310)902-6001

MICRO LEAGUE
Computer Center
All computer & printer

repa

onsite services. Provid
cellent se

over 16yrs of e
in Santa Monica
1844 Lincoln Blvd.
(N. of Pico)
(310) 450-2708

www.MicroLeague.com

Meed More Customers - Want better Profits ?

Wish You Had Motivated Employees?

Business Brainstorm Sessions

BULLION GREY

lnnovative Essentials

call for free
business

Turning Possibility into Profitable Reality
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Classified Advertising Conditions :REGULAR RATE: $2.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20¢ per word per day. Ad must run a minimum of twelve
consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra. Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your
ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once. DEADLINES: 4:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except
for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 4:00 p.m. PAYMENT: All private party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course
cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310)458-7737; send a check or money order with ad
copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press, P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406 or stop in at our office located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Ste. 202.
OTHER RATES: For information about the professional services directory or classified display ads, please call our office at (310)458-7737.
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PEOPLE IN THE NEWS

Twin playmates hot over Flynt’s use of sex photos

By The Associated Press

B LOS ANGELES — Former Playboy playmates
the Barbi Twins have sued porn king Larry Flynt to pre-
vent his use of sexually explicit photos of the sisters.

The lawsuit, filed Monday in Superior Court, claims
that someone gave Flynt photos taken by Shane Barbi’s
husband, actor Ken Wahl. The photographs, taken earli-
er this year, show “intimate sexual acts between the twin
sisters,” the lawsuit said.

“They’ve had some nude photos before but ... this is
not the kind of work they want to do anymore,” said
their lawyer, Jeff Le Beau.

“They were photographs that her husband took but he
had nothing to do with putting them out. They were pri-
vate photos,” Le Beau said.

Calls left with lawyers for Flynt weren’t immediate-
ly returned this week.

The man who sold the pictures to Flynt also wrote an
article describing the contact between Shane and Sia Barbi
during the photography session, according to the lawsuit.

The women want the photos back and do not want
them published in any of Flynt’s publications. They also
are seeking unspecified damages.

The twins claim the photos will damage their career,
which now includes hosting a health talk show, publish-
ing their own health magazine and distributing various
health product lines.

Both women appeared on a national TV show two years
ago and acknowledged they had suffered from bulimia.

B NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Country singer Wynonna
Judd was charged with drunken driving early Thursday
after a city police officer stopped her speeding Land
Rover close to Music Row.

The arrest report states Judd had an odor of alcohol

about her, watery eyes and dilated pupils, and she didn’t
remember how many drinks she had consumed.

Officer Carey John Adkerson said Judd consented to
a breath test and registered a blood alcohol level of
0.175 percent — more than twice the 0.08 percent legal
definition of drunken driving.

The officer said he stopped the vehicle because it was
traveling 47 miles per hour in a 30-mile-per-hour zone.

Judd, who began her career as half of the mother-
daughter act The Judds, posted the standard $500 bond
for a first offense and was released.

The 39-year-old singer said in a written statement
that she had been celebrating her impending wedding
and a friend’s birthday “and clearly let my excitement
get the best of me.”

“I know there is never a situation where drinking and
driving is acceptable and I take full responsibility for
my error in judgment.”

Judd plans to marry longtime bodyguard D.R. Roach
later this month.

A driving under the influence conviction can result in
punishment ranging from a fine to community service to
48 hours in jail.

“What the World Needs Now Is Love,” Judd’s first
album in three years, debuted at No. 1 on the Billboard
country music chart in August.

B CHARLESTON, S.C. — Former 2 Live Crew
leader Luther Campbell has avoided jail after pleading
guilty to an obscenity charge for a performance at a
North Charleston nightclub last year.

The Miami-based rapper pleaded guilty last month to
aiding and abetting another person to expose body parts
in a lewd and lascivious manner, prosecutor Walter
Bailey said this week.

Circuit Judge James Williams suspended the maxi-

mum six-month jail sentence in favor of banishing
Campbell from making paid performances in South
Carolina for the next five years.

Two other charges were set aside, but can be rein-
stated if Campbell performs in South Carolina for a fee
within the next five years, Bailey said.

The other warrants charged Campbell with engaging
in obscene activity and putting on an obscene show,
Bailey said.

Campbell’s lawyer, Glenn Churchill, said the 42-
year-old rapper could make an unpaid appearance in
South Carolina. Campbell often appears around the
country at voter registration drives and discussions on
the First Amendment, the lawyer said.

B LINCOLN, Neb. — Ted Turner has added to his
ranch holdings in Nebraska’s Sandhills, the Lincoln
Journal Star reported Thursday.

The founder of CNN bought two ranches last week
for about $5.3 million, bringing the land he owns in the
Sandhills to nearly 316,000 acres, the newspaper said.

Turner bought the 14,019-acre Wright Ranch for
$3.57 million on Nov. 4, according to the Cherry County
assessor’s office. Three days later, he bought the 6,883-
acre U Cross Ranch for $1.75 million, according to the
assessor’s records.

Both ranches sold for about $255 an acre. They are in
southeast and south-central Cherry County next to
Turner’s 54,200-acre Spike Box Ranch.

Turner raises about 9,000 bison in the Sandhills. He
owns ranches in Cherry, Garden and Sheridan counties.

Earlier this year, Turner bought the 21,000-acre Dan
Hill Ranch in Sheridan County. He paid nearly $5.4 mil-
lion for the property, also for about $255 an acre,
according to the Sheridan County register of deeds.

SANTA MONICA RESIDENTS ...

SANTA MONICA FORD HAS

We are currently the #!1 volume Ford dealership in the U.S.A. *based on a combination
of retail and fleet sales and to maintain this distinction we MUST not lose your business.

It is imperative you contact us before you purchase that next Ford.

55000 Rebate & 52500 Discount i 31257

If you purchase elsewhere ...
you probably paid too much!

SANTA MONICA @€ZZ% 1230 Santa Monica Blvd.  310.451-1588

VOLUME FORD

DEALER IN THE U.S.A.*

4 0il Change & 0il Filter Replacement

4 Lube Hinges, Latches & Applicable Chassis Parts

¢ Silicone Protection of Window Weather Strips

4 Check Fluid Levels & Top Off to Factory Specifications
4 Inspect Cooling System, Hoses & Belts

4 Check Running Lights for Proper Operation

@ Check Suspension System

4 Inspect Exhaust System for Corrosion

@ Inspect & Rotate Tires, Adjust Pressures

4 Multi-Point Inspection Report Card

Good through December 31st, 2003. Must present coupon at time of write up.
Excludes diesels & HD “E” & “F” series vehicles/OP code PMinor.




