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COOL OPENING Brandon Wise brandonw@smdp.com
Skaters from  California's Gold perform during the opening of ICE at Santa Monica on Wednesday night.

BY PATRICK HOURIHAN
Special to the Daily Press

CITYWIDE The first round games of the
California Interscholastic Federation
Southern Section girls’ volleyball playoffs
were played on Tuesday night, with several
Santa Monica-area teams in participation.
Second round games of the state tourna-
ment will be played tonight.

Santa Monica High School (14-8), No. 1
seed from the Ocean League, swept San
Gorgonio (6-10), with game scores of 25-15,
25-14, and 25-10.

The Vikings, who were ranked No. 6 in
CIF-SS Division 3-AA, will next play
Lancaster High School (23-3), the No. 2 seed
from the Golden League. The game is sched-
uled for a 7 p.m. start and will be played in
Samohi’s North Gym.

Lighthouse Christian Academy (12-4)
beat California Academy of Math and
Sciences (8-7) by a score of 3-0. It was a
close match for the No. 2 seed from the
Coastal League of CIF-SS Division 5-AA.
CAMS, No. 3 from the Delphic League,
fought hard in all three games — losing with
scores of 27-25, 25-23, and 25-21.

The Lighthouse Saints, ranked No. 9 in
CIF-SS Div. 5-AA season-ending polls, will
next play tonight at Santa Monica College.
The game is scheduled for 7:30 p.m., and
Head Coach Stephanie Sommer’s team will
face the girls from Lone Pine High School (23-
3). The Lone Pine Eagles, No. 1 seed from the
Desert Mountain League, haven’t lost since
Sept. 17 and are on a 19-game win streak.

No. 1 seed from the Heritage League,
Pacifica Christian High School (20-7), also
won their first round game, beating No. 4
seed from the Montview League, Duarte
High School (9-14). Pacifica Seawolves’ first-
year head coach Billy Allen led the girls to a
3-0 overall match score win, with game
scores of 25-16, 25-17, and 25-13.

Pacifica will next face Desert High School
(17-4), the No. 2 seed from the High Desert
League. The game is scheduled for a 7 p.m.

BY KEVIN HERRERA 
Editor in Chief 

CITY HALL In a move that will dramatically
reduce the number of cabs on Santa
Monica streets, the City Council Tuesday
awarded five taxi franchises and put a cap
on the total number of cabs operating with-
in the city at 250.

The council also unanimously approved
a fare structure with maximums set for
trips to regional airports. Cab companies
will still be able to offer discounts or special
deals, something which Mayor Bobby
Shriver lobbied hard for and was accepted

by his colleagues as a way for cab compa-
nies to differentiate themselves and com-
pete in the new, closed market.

Those who received a franchise are: Bell
Cab Co., Independent Taxi, Metro Cab Co.,
Taxi Taxi and Yellow Cab Co. Metro and
Taxi Taxi are based in Santa Monica.

Cab operators were selected by a City
Hall committee with preference given to
those companies that had the financial capa-
bility, business plan and experience to pro-
vide quality service, said Don Patterson, who
oversaw the selection process for City Hall.

The new franchise structure, which
must be finalized by a second reading by

the council, is expected to take effect Jan. 3,
2011 with cab companies given six months
to meet requirements to operate a certain
number of ultra-low and super-ultra-low
emission vehicles.

Cab companies not awarded a franchise
will no longer be able to pick up passengers
in Santa Monica after that date.

“We are pleased our successful business
model has been approved by the city,” said
Ayman Radwan of Taxi Taxi. “We are
extremely happy that we will be able to con-
tinue serving our community.”

HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS’ VOLLEYBALL

Trio of local
teams advance
in playoffs

SEE CABS PAGE 12 SEE PLAYOFFS PAGE 10

City Council approves taxi franchises
Move drastically reduces number of cabs on Santa Monica streets

GOING BLUE?
SEE PAGE 3



For more information on any of the events listed, log on to smdp.com and click the “Events” tab for the given day’s calendar.

Thursday, Nov. 11, 2010 

Veterans Day

Celebrate Route 66 
Santa Monica Pier, 8:30 a.m.

Come celebrate the 84th anniversary of the world-famous Route 66
with a day of activities, including a Veteran’s Day recognition 

ceremony, a classic car show, and on-stage interviews with Route 66
icons. Runners with the Gumpathon will also be there, finishing the
last leg of their transcontinental run across the legendary highway. 

For more information call (310) 458-8900.

Meditate for your health 
Santa Monica Senior Center 

1450 Ocean Ave., 1 p.m. 
In this guided meditation, participants engage in a process that is
very restful and rejuvenating and that may free old emotions and
thoughts lodged in the body and/or mind. In addition, participants

learn to use this meditation in their everyday lives. It is also fun and
has immediate as well as long-term benefits. Free, must be at least
50 years old to attend. For more information call (310) 458-8644. 

Cook booked 
Barnes & Noble 

1201 Third St., 7 p.m. 
Emmy Award-winning host of Food Network’s “East Meets West” 

and James Beard Foundation’s Best Chef of the Northeast, 
Ming Tsai presents his new book of simple and healthy dishes.

Admission is free. 

Friday, Nov. 12, 2010

Friday night football
Santa Monica College

1900 Pico Blvd., 7 p.m.
Santa Monica High School’s football team hosts the final game 

of the regular season against Hawthorne at Corsair Field. 
Samohi is playing for its playoff life. 

Ice, Ice, baby
1324 Fifth St.

12 p.m. — 10 p.m.
It’s that time of year again. ICE at Santa Monica is back. Skate to

your hearts desire — or at least until the rink closes for the night —
everyday until Feb. 25. Admission and skate rental is $10. 

For more information, call (310) 393-8355.
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SIGNING DAY Brandon Wise brandonw@smdp.com
Santa Monica High School basketball players (L-R) Bianka Balthazar, Moriah Faulk and Kristina Johnson sign their National Letters of Intent on
Wednesday at Samohi. Balthazar will attend Long Beach State, Faulk will play for UCLA and Johnson will go to University of Pacific.

JULIET WILLIAMS
Associated Press

SACRAMENTO California’s nonpartisan leg-
islative analyst reported Wednesday that the
state’s budget deficit has grown to $25.4 bil-
lion, including a $6.1 billion shortfall in the
spending plan Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger
signed just weeks ago.

The deficit includes a $19.3 billion gap
for the 2011-12 budget year that runs
through June 2012, legislative analyst Mac
Taylor said, more than a fifth of the $86.6
billion general fund spending plan approved
on Oct. 8.

Fixing the state’s structural deficit will
entail “unavoidably painful sacrifice” for
Californians who have already weathered
successive years of massive cuts, Taylor said.

Gov.-elect Jerry Brown will be forced to
confront the problem when he is sworn into
office in January. He faces a constitutional
deadline to present a balanced budget just a
week later.

A spokesman for Brown, Evan Westrup,
said Wednesday the Democrat will be “div-
ing deep” into the budget when he returns
from vacation next week. “Our transition
team is closely reviewing the report and will
closely consider its findings moving for-
ward,” Westrup said.

Much of the gap in the current budget
year was foreseeable when lawmakers
approved the 2010-11 budget in October,
more than 100 days late. The spending plan
was filled with gimmicks, cost shifts and
about $3.5 billion in federal funding that
won’t materialize.

Taylor said that budget also relied on put-
ting aside nearly $800 million less for prison
medical care than is possible and $400 mil-
lion in Medi-Cal savings that are impossible
because of the late budget and current costs,
Taylor said.

“The temporary nature of most of the
Legislature’s 2010 budget-balancing actions
and the painfully slow economic recovery” will
also affect next year’s spending plan, he said.

Fixing the state’s structural budget
deficit will be even harder now, as lawmak-
ers have already slashed the programs that
account for more than half the state budget
— education and Medi-Cal, the state’s
health insurance program for the poor.
There are restrictions on how much more
can be cut from each.

BY PATRICK HOURIHAN 
Special to the Daily Press 

DOWNTOWN Following the second annual
“Pink-ification” of the National Football
League last month, one spokesman for the
Santa Monica-based Prostate Cancer
Foundation asks, “Where’s the blue? What
about men with cancer?”

Vice President of Communications for
the foundation, Dan Zenka — who is also a
stage-four cancer patient — met with exec-
utives at the NFL on Wednesday to discuss
an initiative to raise awareness on prostate
cancer. Just one day after concluding his
seven-week radiation therapy treatment,
Zenka delivered more than 3,400 signatures
to the league from the foundation’s online
petition asking for awareness parity.

“We appreciate the quick response from
the NFL,” said Zenka. “It has done a stellar
job in supporting the breast cancer cause

and we’re hoping the NFL will give prostate
cancer equal playing time on the field.”

Anna Isaacson, director of Community
Programs for the NFL, agrees there is
always room for raising more awareness;
but she also believes the NFL has con-
tributed to the cause and will continue that
in the future.

“The NFL has been working closely with
the American Urological Association
Foundation (AUA) for the past two years
on the ‘Know Your Stats’ campaign, an
award-winning initiative that will continue
to grow in scope and visibility,” Isaacson
said in an e-mail. “At the NFL, we are proud
of our work in support of prostate cancer
and men’s health issues. We look forward to
building upon this work in the future, just
as we have enhanced our breast cancer
campaign over the course of many years.”

The AUA and the NFL teamed up in
2008 to encourage all men, age 40 and

older, to talk with their doctors about
prostate cancer. That year, the league began
offering prostate cancer screenings for
retired players conducted by the founda-
tion. This fall, they took their message to
the grassroots level with more than 500
local events at hospitals across the country,
said Isaacson.

Together, the NFL and AUA have
encouraged nearly 170 million fans and
loved ones to “Know Their Stats.” This
commitment extends to the highest levels
of the National Football League, including
two recent public service announcements
featuring Commissioner Roger Goodell
urging men to know their risks of prostate
cancer, Isaacson said.

Zenka was diagnosed with cancer last
April and prior to his diagnosis, he had no
visible symptoms — the only indicator of

Local cancer patient lobbies NFL to go blue

SEE BLUE PAGE 10

Analyst says
budget deficit
at $25.4B 
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Renewable energy holds the key 
Editor:

Isn’t it time we start this country on a new direction
that encompasses preserving its natural resources and
focusing on sustainable, renewable solar, wind, etc.,
energy sources for its energy needs? How else are we
to maintain this beautiful land and boost the economy
with more jobs?

Jayne Pitchford
Santa Monica

Cancel the contract 
Editor:

My family and I have been in Ocean Park since 1986.
We were here before the jets. Only prop planes flew
overhead. What about the rights of my family and the
other thousands of families who are subjected to this
outrage known as SMO?

This multi-year process of hiring consultants,
lawyers, meetings with FAA bureaucrats and yada yada
is bogus. Those of us who live under the pollution,
noise, and threats of these aircraft are tired of this go-
nowhere-circus. Cancel the contract and shut the air-
port down and let the chips fall where they may.
Bureaucrats are never going to care about the harm
they are causing. Never.

And for all you rich Hollywood types who use our
neighborhood as a parking lot for your giant flying toys
and call yourselves “environmentalists,” shame on you.
Use airlines flying out of LAX like the rest of us plebes.
You wouldn’t subject your families to this outrage — not
for a minute.

K. Zompa
Santa Monica

Bike stores share responsibility for safety 
Editor:

I am amazed at the riders I see on bikes totally
unsuitable for them; too large, or too small, which
brings up control. And, the responsibility of shops to
sell bikes that fit the person so that they are both com-
fortable and safe. They don’t seem to care as long as
they sell!

The recent vogue for track bikes is certainly a factor.
They have no brakes! You can only stop the bike by
back pedaling. One needs training and leg strength.
But, they are cute and colorful, so they sell. I’ve been
hit by a young rider who couldn’t stop.

Another problem is people who ride with the wrong
kind of footwear or none. They can’t control a bike with
flip-flops and it’s dangerous for bare feet. They don’t
wear helmets to protect their heads from concussion in
a fall.

Parents even have babies on their backs in packs,
risking serious injury or death. And, a lifetime of guilt
for their stupidity. But, bring that to their attention and
you get a mouthful of venom.

I believe you could actually sue a store for selling an
unsafe bike, and there are safety standards.

I was the one who actually brought bike lanes to
Santa Monica when the council did nothing to provide
safety. I put up petitions in all the bike stores and got
over 500 signatures. The council pays attention to
votes.

Paul Leaf 
Santa Monica  

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Send comments to editor@smdp.com 

AS THE NATION RECENTLY PASSED THE SIX
month anniversary of the explosion of the
Deepwater Horizon oil rig in the Gulf of
Mexico on April 20, which launched the
worst oil spill in U.S. history, it seems a fit-
ting time to reflect on who’s ultimately
responsible and what lessons should be
learned. After all, the Gulf coast’s ecology
and economy are far from recovered, and the
Obama administration just lifted a morato-
rium on deepwater offshore drilling on
Oct.12.

During the three anxious months before
the oil gusher was capped in July and
Americans were assimilating prognostica-
tions that the Gulf region’s fishing and
tourism industries might never recover, both
BP (British Petroleum) and the federal gov-
ernment were under fire in the public’s mind
and in the media for both allowing the dis-
aster in the first place, and for their response
to it once underway.

However, glaringly absent then, and still
today, has been general public awareness
that it is ultimately the energy-intense
American lifestyle and attachment to fossil
fuels that give companies like BP and our
government the implicit go-ahead to pursue
oil at the risk of the very kind of calamity
that enfolded in the Gulf.

Unless you’re a physicist or energy wonk
of some sort, hearing that the average yearly
per capita energy consumption in the
United States in 2008 was 337 million Btu
probably tells you little about your energy
footprint. Knowing that a Btu is an energy
standard equivalent to 252 calories — about
what’s contained in a Snickers candy bar —
is probably of little help either.

That’s why professor of physics Richard
Wolfson of Middlebury College has been
giving demonstrations for the last decade
which impart a real gut-level, hands-on feel
for the energy it takes to support the typical
American lifestyle.

His demonstration is simple but ingen-
ious. A volunteer is asked to turn a hand
crank which, through a geared system, drives
an electric generator connected to two 100-
watt incandescent light bulbs.

The upshot is that a typical person can
turn the crank fast enough to light one 100-
watt light bulb, but not two. To add to the
muscular feel for the effort required to turn
the crank, Wolfson points out that it takes
roughly the same energy output as doing
deep knee bends at a rate of one per second.

The lesson is that the energy or work
output of a human body is about enough
to keep just a single 100-watt bulb lit.
Wolfson conceptualizes this amount of
energy output — 100 watts — as one
human “energy servant.”

The question then posed is how many
such energy servants does it take to power
the typical American lifestyle?

Answering this requires some simple
math, starting with the yearly energy con-
sumption of 337 million Btu per capita
which is equivalent, in more familiar units,
to 99,000 kWh (kilowatt hours). Dividing
this by the number of hours in a year tells
us that an American typically consumes
energy at an average rate of 10 kW which is
equal to 100 human energy servants (i.e.
100 x 100 watts).

This is Wolfson’s message: The average
U.S. resident enjoys a lifestyle requiring the
equivalent of 100 personal energy servants
cranking away 24/7.

This is just one person’s share of what it
takes to heat, cool and light our homes, fuel
our cars, cook and refrigerate our foods, and
run our home appliances plus that individ-
ual’s portion of the energy that makes possi-
ble the many shared benefits of our society
that do not show up on home gas and elec-
tric bills — like the energy used to grow and
transport foods to market and to produce all
manufactured goods.

It’s obvious that a person is not drawing
on 100 energy servants all the time. For
instance, it takes roughly 750 energy ser-
vants to keep a typical gasoline car traveling
at a speed of 50 mph compared to, say, two
energy servants to power a 40-inch televi-
sion. But, 100 is the number of energy ser-
vants working day and night on one’s behalf
when energy consumption is averaged
around the clock.

The high standard of living Americans
enjoy only partly explains their high energy
consumption. Europeans enjoy a similar
standard of living but use the equivalent of
only 49 energy servants. The world average
is fewer than 25 energy servants per person.

A century ago Americans consumed
energy at less than one-third the current
rate.

The American lifestyle, still powered
more than 85 percent by fossil fuels, has
much to do with the BP oil disaster: After all,
BP was just doing for us the dirty work of
finding a new cache of energy servants.

Americans deserve blame for failing to
conserve energy far more than we do and
for not demanding of both the govern-
ment and industry that the nation con-
vert rapidly to renewable energy sources
like, solar, wind, biomass and geothermal.
Failure to do so could mean the unthink-
able, that the Gulf oil spill will soon
enough fall to second or third place
among the worst oil disasters in U.S. his-
tory.

SSAARRAAHH  MMOOSSKKOO  is an environmental writer blog-
ging at sarahmosko.wordpress.com.

Sarah Mosko Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Your column here

America’s addiction to oil
caused Gulf of Mexico spill 

AMERICANS DESERVE BLAME
FOR FAILING TO CONSERVE

ENERGY FAR MORE THAN WE
DO AND FOR NOT

DEMANDING OF BOTH THE
GOVERNMENT AND INDUSTRY
THAT THE NATION CONVERT

RAPIDLY TO RENEWABLE
ENERGY SOURCES LIKE,

SOLAR, WIND, BIOMASS AND
GEOTHERMAL.
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DDoowwnn  ttoo  tthhee  wwiirree

City Council incumbent Bob Holbrook leads
challenger Ted Winterer by a slim 121 votes
with less than 6,000 mail-in votes remaining
to be counted.

SSoo,,  tthhiiss  wweeeekk’’ss  QQ--LLiinnee  qquueessttiioonn  aasskkss::

Who are you rooting for and why?

Contact qline@smdp.com before Friday at 5
p.m. and we’ll print your answers in the weekend
edition of the Daily Press. You can also call (310)
458-7737 ext. 102.

SPONSORED BY

“A HEALTHY BABY” IS THE NEAR-AUTOMATIC
response of every pregnant woman when
asked what she’s hoping to have. It’s why
women take prenatal vitamins, abstain from
sushi and alcohol and just about everything
else that brings them pleasure, and submit to
a battery of tests, sometimes for 36 straight
weeks, that help guarantee the finger and toe
count at birth will be no more or less than
20. It’s also why the first thing they do after
ensuring the regularity of their newborns’
tiny heartbeats is stare for days, weeks,
months and sometimes years at the marvels
that are their vibrant little bundles of love.

That being said, most women still take it
for granted that their babies will be just fine,
because most of them are. Unfortunately,
however, some of them are not.

“It’s like you’ve spent years planning for a
trip to Italy,” my friend Stephanie explained
to me using the famous analogy by a mom
with a disabled child. “You book your flights
and hotels, you plan your itinerary down to
the restaurants and sightseeing stops.

“But when you get off the plane, it turns
out you’re actually in Holland. Of course
Holland is a lovely country, too. It just was-
n’t what you expected.”

When Stephanie’s son Cash was born five
years ago, he was a little peanut barely longer
than the length of a dollar bill. After spend-
ing the first several weeks of his life in and
out of hospitals, desperately sick and unable
to eat or regulate his body temperature, he
was diagnosed with an unnamed genetic
abnormality on his X chromosome [46, Y,
der(X)t(X;X)(p22.33;q28)], which is a rare
or even unique condition that has caused an
overall development delay, hypotonia (low
muscle tone), autism and asthma.

While the doctors knew (and still know)
next to nothing about his condition, they
said Cash would never walk or talk.
Stephanie never believed them, and with
good reason. Cash took his first independent
steps last month (although unlike toddlers
who take their first steps and are walking
altogether shortly thereafter, like everything
else with Cash, the progress is much slower),
and within the last week said “Mommy” for
the very first time using sign language.

Cash is also now injected daily with
growth hormones since he doesn’t naturally
produce them, and he recently (and thank-
fully) developed enough strength in his
lungs to be able to cough and sneeze (before

which time he suffered from pneumonia
about every other month).

Cash is an irrepressibly adorable kid.
With his soft brown eyes and kissable lips,
he’s endlessly lovable, and Stephanie is the
first to acknowledge that there are plenty
who have it worse.

But when you meet him you know imme-
diately he’s a far cry from other 5 year olds.
And that fact can be trying, but Stephanie
insists she’s fine 60 percent of the time, more
than fine 20 percent of the time, and spends
the other 20 percent of the time in a darker
place.

His family isn’t looking for a miracle
cure, mostly because there just isn’t one.

“Cash is who he is,” Stephanie says mat-
ter-of-factly, albeit with a faintly sad, differ-
ent kind of deeply serious love that only
some parents ever have to understand, and
that most parents, the ones with the healthy
kids, never really have to think about.

Nevertheless, instead of accepting the
unknown of his condition and the snail’s
pace of his progress, Cash’s family wants to
make his life better. Which is why the deci-
sion has been made to take him to India this
winter for stem cell treatments.

Stem cells give Stephanie hope in a way
that she’s never previously allowed herself, at
least since Cash was a newborn. Still, she’s
managing her hope with reasonable expecta-
tions. She hopes to bring Cash home with a
better quality of life, maybe potty trained, and
maybe with a core stability that can lead to
increased and better communications. She’s
not trying to fix him, because rationally, she
understands there’s no fix for a chromosome.

Cash will need to be in India for two
months for the initial treatment, with addi-
tional future treatments planned. The total
cost is expected to exceed $100,000, which,
of course, isn’t covered by insurance.

What most parents expect before meeting
their children and live through after their
births is that the love brought about by the
experience of the life they created — no
matter the number or quality of their chro-
mosomes — is always exceeded infinitely.

To express your good wishes and learn
how to make a donation to support the infi-
nite possibilities in Cash’s life, please search
for Change for Cash on Facebook. All funds
will go directly to his therapy.

More at MeredithCarroll.com.

Meredith C. Carroll Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Meredith Pro Tem

Helping make change for Cash

office (310) 458-7737
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Business Opportunity/
Investment 

Partner Wanted 
Santa Monica

Potential Income $1,000,000 plus. Minimum income of $10,000
per month by owning one of our call centers in Santa Monica.
We have the hottest product in the world today with a huge
proven sales track record! Thanks to the latest IT technology we
have a business that is taking our industry by storm and is
booming globally. We have a market of 100 million potential
users in a multi-billion dollar industry. Talk to some of our
licensees, earning $20,000 per month working only 2 hours per
week. $100,000 to $300,000 required. If you want a proven
business with an outstanding management team, this is it. The
monthly income/cash flow is outstanding and you have a busi-
ness with excellent resale value.

Please call David Citrone at 310-405-9080.
Telesales Professionals also wanted.

Register ONLINE at www.smchamber.com or contact Shelly at 310-393-9825 x10
Members Pre-sale $10 |  Members at the Door $15 | Prospective Members $25

Join us at the DDoubletreee Guestt Suites for this month’s Business @ Sunset mixer!

This month’s mixer is themed “Chamber Gives Back”, and will showcase the latest 
and greatest innovations and updates for our members to take advantage of 
from our community, media and technology partners, plus a special chance 

for you to be on the cover of the 2011 Santa Monica Business Guide!

With over 120 members at each mixer, this event is a perfect way to network 
and make new contacts. Mingle while enjoying food, drinks and these 

special attractions on the beautiful Doubletree Terrace.

Raffle  |  Bar  |  Appetizers
Valet Parking available for $16, Self Parking for $8

In partnership with: 

The Santa Monica Chamber Of Commerce
INVITES YOU TO JOIN US FOR OUR NEXT

BUSINESS@SUNSET MIXER
Wednesday, 

November 17th
5:30 – 7:30 PM

Hosted by

Doubletree Guest Suites Santa Monica 
1707 4th Street, Santa Monica, CA

“WAR,” ACCORDING TO ITS HYPE, IS A
feisty comedy about war, but it’s no
“M*A*S*H.” And it isn’t about war. In fact, it
isn’t even a comedy. It’s a series of angry
tirades set in an Irish pub. (But it isn’t “The
Iceman Cometh,” either.)

“War” consists of 16 people all talking at
the same time and making a helluva lot of
noise while they compete in an endless trivia
contest and hurl expletives and abuse at each
other. And in between, the primary abuser,
George, (Tim Cummings) goes home and
bullies his wife. He is a viciously angry man,
but fortunately the scenes in his kitchen are
largely unintelligible — whether due to the
placement of the kitchen upstage right, above
the pub set, or bad acoustics, or just bad
delivery is hard to determine. To give the
actors the benefit of the doubt, I’ll say it’s bad
acoustics because none of the six women in
the play is understandable, no matter where
they stand to deliver their lines.

Another deterrent to understanding the
dialog is the uncertain Irish brogues that
flash on and off throughout the perform-
ance.

As for the trivia contest itself, that might
at least have been an engaging diversion for
the audience if any of the 50 questions made
any sense to American theatergoers. Instead,
they deal with obscure Irish soccer players, a
50-year-old British scandal (who was the
second woman in the Profumo-Keeler
affair?), and various musical “stars” nobody
ever heard of.

In addition to Cummings, who actually
does a good job with his loathsome charac-
ter, Andrew Leman must be credited with
bringing the quizmaster to witty and
sparkling life.

Roddy Doyle, who wrote this play in
1989, is a well-respected Irish author; he has
written numerous short stories for The New
Yorker and won the Man Booker Prize for
Fiction in 1993 for “Paddy Clarke Ha Ha
Ha.” “War,” however, is not a ha ha ha.

Director Sean Branney manages his large
cast imaginatively, using the center aisle of
the theater for exits and entrances and the
lobby beyond, which is presumably filled
with additional tables of trivia players. (The
quizmaster periodically shouts out to them,
and the waitress chases back and forth col-
lecting their answers after each round and
delivering fresh bottles of Guinness.)

In the end, all the passion fades as each
winning player goes home with his prize: a
new electric teakettle. And George, presum-
ably, goes home to bully his wife some more.

Is this what it’s all about, Alfie?
This production of “War” plays in reper-

tory with John B. Keane’s pub play “The
Field,” Fridays at 8 p.m., Saturdays at 3 p.m.
and 8 p.m. and Sundays at 2 p.m. through
Dec. 12 at The Banshee, 3435 West Magnolia
Blvd. in Burbank. Call (818) 846-5323 for
tickets and schedule information.

CCYYNNTTHHIIAA  CCIITTRROONN  can be reached at
ccitron@socal.rr.com.

RYAN NAKASHIMA
AP Business Writer

LOS ANGELES Online video site Hulu is on
pace to generate more than $240 million in
revenue this year, more than double the $108
million in 2009.

The announcement Wednesday comes
about five months after Hulu launched a
$10-per-month subscription plan called
Hulu Plus, which allows consumers to watch
entire back seasons of shows from NBC, Fox
and ABC such as “30 Rock,” “Glee,” and
“Modern Family.”

CEO Jason Kilar said, however, that most of
the site’s revenue still comes from advertising.
He said Hulu attracted 352 advertisers in the
third quarter, including all the country’s top 25.

Kilar did not touch on profitability when
he disclosed the revenue figures at a confer-
ence in San Francisco. In June, he told The
Associated Press that Hulu had posted net
income for two straight quarters and expect-
ed to do so again in the three months
through June. He did not say then how
much the earnings were.

Hulu is jointly owned by General Electric
Co.’s NBC Universal, Fox owner News Corp.,
ABC owner The Walt Disney Co. and

Providence Equity Partners.
At the NewTeeVee Live conference, in

comments that were streamed online, Kilar
highlighted several ways that Hulu was try-
ing to make ads more effective.

The site allows viewers to choose which
ads they’d like to watch; polls them about
their purchasing intentions; gives them the
choice of watching longer ads in exchange
for fewer interruptions later; and promotes
other shows that are favored by fans of the
show on the screen.

Ads on Hulu are 55 percent more effec-
tive than ads on traditional TV channels
when measuring whether consumers
remembered the brand and the message
shown, he said. That means advertisers get
more for their money, and content owners
will eventually be paid more, he said.

“We think that brand advertisers, in time,
will be far less willing to pay for the waste
that they’ve actually paid for over the last 60
years,” Kilar said. “So this will be disruptive
to existing brand advertising services and in
the process, significant value will be created.”

Research firm eMarketer estimates that
U.S. revenue from advertising attached to
online videos will grow 48 percent this year
to $1.51 billion and another 43 percent to
$2.15 billion next year.

Cynthia Citron Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Play Time

Hulu on way to double revenue

A trivial evening of trivia
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SANDY COHEN
AP Entertainment Writer

LOS ANGELES This city has the worst luck.
Through decades of disaster films, Los

Angeles has been targeted by aliens, toppled
by temblors, sunken by tsunamis, leveled by
lava, and a rogue tornado once took out the
Hollywood sign.

And so it will be that calamity again
strikes the City of Angels in the new sci-fi
film “Skyline,” opening Friday, followed by
another bout of destruction early next year
in the movie “Battle: Los Angeles.”

What is it about L.A. that invites such
repeated devastation?

“People love watching Los Angeles get
destroyed,” says “Battle: Los Angeles” direc-
tor Jonathan Liebesman. “It’s nice to screw
up the great weather.”

But there’s so much more to it than that.
The city is home to Hollywood and the

movie business, so the artists who write
about, direct and execute mass destruction
in Los Angeles are often intimately familiar
with the territory.

Production designer Jackson De Govia —
who helped blow up the Beverly Center
shopping mall and decimate Wilshire
Boulevard’s museums in 1997’s “Volcano” —
says he loves trashing his own city on film.

“One of the funnest things you can do in
movies is blow stuff up,” says De Govia, who
also pulverized Nakatomi Plaza in the origi-
nal “Die Hard.” “And if you’re blowing up
your hometown, and that hometown is Los
Angeles, it’s even better, because who hasn’t
wanted to do that at times?”

L.A. is a city filled with internationally
recognized landmarks — the Hollywood
sign, the Capitol Records building, City Hall
and the skyscrapers of downtown — which
make for “convenient cinematic shorthand,”
says Craig Detweiler, director of the Center
for Entertainment, Media and Culture at
Pepperdine University.

“It allows the scale of the disaster to strike
everybody,” he says. “Everybody recognizes
the Hollywood sign. It’s like, ‘Oh, that’s big.’”

Apart from its landmarks, L.A. is a popu-
lar disaster-movie locale because of its geog-
raphy. Sitting in a seismic zone on the west-
ern edge of the continent, it is surrounded
by beaches, mountains and deserts. In real
life, the city is subject to floods, fires, earth-
quakes and big waves, so seeing freeways col-
lapse or Santa Monica swallowed up by the
sea (as in “2012") isn’t such a stretch.

“L.A. can have these multiple functions as
an apocalyptic disaster place because it’s on
the verge between urbanism and nature,”
says Leo Braudy, a University of Southern
California professor and author of “The
Hollywood Sign: Fantasy and Reality of an
American Icon.” “There’s a sense of the pre-
cariousness of human habitation over this
potentially eruptive nature.”

Los Angeles is also a city many people love
to hate, notes American Film Institute histori-
an Bob Birchard: “L.A. and certainly
Hollywood have been associated in some peo-
ple’s minds as a hotbed of the devil’s work, so
that underlying element is part of the genre.”

That notion isn’t just implied in 1996’s
“Escape from L.A.,” it’s stated: Los Angeles
becomes known as the “island of the
damned” and “a deportation point for all
people found undesirable or unfit to live in

the new moral America.”
Birchard says the first disaster film was

“The Lost World” in 1925, in which London
was destroyed. New York took its first on-
screen beating in 1933’s “King Kong.”

Since Los Angeles didn’t rise to promi-
nence until after World War II, it wasn’t a
popular site for annihilation until 1952’s
“War of the Worlds.”

Since then, the city has been subject to all
kinds of disasters, both natural and other-
worldly, in films such as “Earthquake” with
Charlton Heston, “Superman” with
Christopher Reeve, and more recently
“Terminator,” “Independence Day,” “The
Day After Tomorrow” and “2012.”

Ultimately, heaving destruction on Los
Angeles shows Hollywood’s sense of humor,
sense of optimism and a real love for its
sunny, palm-lined home.

Greg Strause, one of the filmmakers
behind “Skyline,” says the alien-invasion
flick was inspired by the breathtaking view
from his Marina del Rey condo. The
invaders’ first target? Movie studios.

"It’s a strange coincidence that the moth-
erships, they descend on all the studios first,”
he says with a laugh. “One’s in Culver City.
One’s in Century City... Those aliens, they
have peculiar tastes.”

“We barbecue all of West Hollywood and
Beverly Hills,” adds co-director Colin
Strause.

The destruction was achieved digitally at
the Strause brothers’ own visual-effects firm,
Hydraulx. The company also did special
effects for “Battle: Los Angeles,” another
alien-invasion tale as seen through the eyes
of one Marine platoon in L.A.

De Govia and his team lovingly rebuilt
almost the entire Miracle Mile stretch of
Wilshire Boulevard at three-quarter scale for
the destruction scenes in “Volcano.” They
also built the Beverly Center in miniature.
Then they blew everything up.

A longtime L.A. resident, he’s been
moved — literally — by other disaster films
set in the city.

He wanted to buy a home near the reser-
voir in the Hollywood Hills, but decided
against it after seeing “Earthquake,” in which
the reservoir’s dam breaks and floods the
neighborhood below.

“It’s always in your mind,” he says. “Dams
do break. We see it in movies all the time.”

But regardless of the on-screen devasta-
tion, there are always a few survivors in these
films, along with a message of hope, which
USC’s Braudy relates to the West Coast’s
spirit of optimism — yet still another reason
for Hollywood to choose L.A. when doing
digital disaster.

“It’s kind of hedged, but there’s always
hope: Hope for change, hope for resurrec-
tion,” he says. “It’s an odd kind of Western
optimism: We’re going to start over again, like
a phoenix rising from its own destruction.”

It’s cathartic to see people triumph over
tough challenges, and it’s fun because it’s all
pretend. Los Angeles may be in ashes, but
step outside the theater, and there it is in all
its gilded glory.

“L.A. is good at playing itself in film. It’s a
familiar face,” says Detweiler. “Just as we
expect Will Smith to rescue the day, we
expect L.A. to get blown up and somehow
miraculously reappear in the next summer
blockbuster.”

New film continues tradition
of destroying Los Angeles

office (310) 458-7737

CAN’T FIND A DAILY PRESS NEWSTAND IN YOUR AREA? WE’LL TRY TO GET ONE TO YOU!
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(310) 829-7283
2632 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica, CA 90403 

www.mathnasium.com/santamonica

310-478-3001 ext. 100 www.californiarecycles.com

You can also shop for recycled

office products and compostable

tableware and utensils 

in our online store. 

www.californiarecycles-store.com

Recycle old electronics
For Cash*

We pay the best rates for:

Celll Phones TVs
Computers And much more

Drop your items off at 1932 Cotner Ave. in 

West Los Angeles and mention this offer for cash
* Some restrictions apply

Dr May’s Veterinary House Calls
Convenient veterinary service in the Comfort of your own HOME

ARMAITI MAY, DVM
50%off 1st exam 

*does not include house call charge

Vaccines • Exams • Blood Work • Acupuncture • Other Services
www.drmayvethousecalls.com 310.614.3530

(213) 482-1567 
nowlegalonline.com

Celebrating  
40 Years

*CALL US FOR DETAILS

2 4 - H O U R  A T T O R N E Y  S E R V I C E

* Get a FREE Lunch with every 10 Deliveries

• Rush Messenger Service
• Rush Court Filings
• Licensed Process Servers
• Mobile Notaries
• Mobile Copy Service
• Drivers Equipped with a Handheld 

Radio for Immediate Contact

3021 Ocean Park Blvd #7 Santa Monica CA 90405 www.hrdhair.com

In business since 1987, 
making hair replacement hip.

Density Experts

310.452.4247

CALL US TODAY (310) 458-7737

SEE NEWS HAPPENING OR HAVE SOMETHING TO REPORT?

JOHN ROGERS
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES A California businessman
who insists he is the rightful owner of the
mysterious Bahia Emerald testified
Wednesday that he was swindled out of
the 840-pound rock by the same people
he’d made previous deals with, including
one for a 50-pound emerald that he still
owns.

Under questioning from his attorney,
Anthony Thomas said that months before
he paid $60,000 for the Bahia Emerald, he
paid $20,000 for four smaller stones,
including the 50-pound gem that has
come to be known as the Thomas
Emerald.

He said he also paid the same group
$74,000 to polish and otherwise prepare the
other emeralds for delivery to him.

Thomas says he believes the sellers lied
and told him the Bahia Emerald was stolen
after they discovered its true value. An often-
quoted appraisal puts that value at nearly
$400,000, and some others have put it much
higher.

Superior Court Judge John A.
Kronstadt, who will decide the gem’s true
owner, is to rule on Thomas’ claim after
testimony in his trial is concluded. After
that, Kronstadt will consider other
claims, including one from a group of
people who say they paid $1.3 million for
the stone.

Since it was dug up in Brazil in 2001, the
Bahia Emerald has traveled a mystery-
shrouded journey.

It was stored for a time in a bank vault
in New Orleans that flooded during
Hurricane Katrina. It was reported to have
been held in Idaho at one point. It was

also stored in a warehouse in the
Los Angeles suburb of El Monte before it
disappeared from there. In 2008 authori-
ties seized it in Las Vegas, where it was
about to be put up for sale. They now have
it under lock and key, awaiting
Kronstadt’s ruling.

During cross-examination Monday,
lawyers for other claimants pressed
Thomas to acknowledge he was little more
than a tourist when he had himself pho-
tographed with the emerald in Brazil in
2001. They also cast doubt on his story
that he ever had a bill of purchase for the
emerald, which he says was lost when his
Northern California home burned down
in 2006.

Thomas held fast to his story, saying a
former friend and consultant, Ken
Conetto, collaborated with the emerald’s
sellers to cheat him out of the stone.
Conetto, who once had a competing claim
for the stone, has since settled it with
some of the others.

On Wednesday Thomas testified that
it was Conetto who persuaded him to
buy the smaller emerald for $20,000 and
the Bahia for $60,000. He said those were
the prices the Brazilian sellers offered
and he never tried to negotiate them
down.

“I think you should buy it, I think it’s
worth every penny,” he said Conetto told
him.

Initially, Thomas said, he had no idea the
Bahia Emerald was as valuable as it was. He
said at one point he considered giving it to
his brother to cut up and use in his business
building decorative waterfalls for high-end
homes.

“But after I saw it, I liked it and wanted to
keep it for myself,” he said.

RIVERSIDE
Police: Slain officer likely shot with own gun 

A police officer was likely shot to death with his own gun as he struggled with a sus-
pected truck thief, police said Wednesday after arresting a career criminal for the week-
end attack.

"There’s a good possibility” that Officer Ryan Bonaminio was shot with his own
weapon, Detective Ron Sanfilippo said during a news conference.

The gun was found during a search Wednesday morning following Tuesday night’s
arrest, he said.

Police said that Officer Ryan Bonaminio may have been disarmed after pulling over
the driver of a stolen big-rig cab on Sunday night. The suspect had jumped from the truck
and ran into a park with the 27-year-old Bonaminio chasing him on foot when the officer
was shot.

They gun may have been fired at least three times, Sanfilippo said but declined to dis-
cuss other details.

The killer fled after the shooting. During the manhunt, Riverside officers staffed a
phone bank around the clock that took calls from around the state, Sanfilippo said. Also,
some $400,000 in rewards were offered for information.

However, it was a fingerprint found in the abandoned truck cab that finally identified
the suspect, Sanfilippo said.

More than a dozen officers, including members of the Inland Regional Apprehension
Team, and FBI agents descended on the Riverside Target shopping center at about 8 p.m.
Tuesday and arrested Earl Ellis Green, a 44-year-old who was paroled in February 2009
and lived in nearby Rubidoux, police said.

AP
LOS ANGELES
Man denies charges of forcing teen prostitution 

An ex-felon has pleaded not guilty in Los Angeles to charges of kidnapping two
teenage girls and forcing them into prostitution

Prosecutors say Leroy Bragg entered pleas Wednesday to 10 counts of human traffick-
ing of a minor, kidnapping, soliciting for a prostitute under 16 and other charges.

The 34-year-old Bragg was arrested in September and remains jailed on $1.3 million
bail.

He originally was charged with kidnapping a runaway 13-year-old girl but prosecutors
added new charges that he also kidnapped a 14-year-old runaway from Upland.

One girl’s father claims his daughter was given drugs and was tattooed with Bragg’s
mark.

District attorney’s spokeswoman Jane Robison says more charges could be filed if
additional victims are found.

AP

STATE BRIEFS

Man claims massive emerald was stolen
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Morgan Genser news@smdp.com
GOT IT! Santa Monica High School's Sarah Krenik prepares to set the ball to a teammate on
Tuesday against San Gorgonio at Samohi. The Vikings won the CIF-SS first round playoff game.

start and will be played at the Crossroads
High School’s gym.

Unfortunately, one local team was elimi-
nated from the first round — St. Monica
High School (11-3) lost to Thatcher High
School (10-3). It was a very tough-fought
match for the senior-heavy Mariners; they
took Duarte to extra points in the first two
games, but ultimately lost with scores of 27-

25, 28-26, 25-21.
Head coach Allison Rivera will look to

rebuild during the off-season, and will come
out next season with some fresh faces.

The winning teams of tonight’s second
round CIF-SS games will advance to the
quarterfinals, to be played on Saturday.
Semifinal games will be played next Tuesday,
Nov. 16. And the championship finals are set
to be played at Cypress College over two
days next weekend, Nov. 19 and 20.

news@smdp.com

PLAYOFFS
FROM PAGE 1

something wrong was a near doubling of his
prostate specific antigen (PSA) readings
from his previous year’s annual exam. He
underwent removal of his prostate in June.
But, post-surgery pathology reports showed
that he had advanced stage-four metastatic
disease, and is currently undergoing a multi-
year treatment plan in hopes of one day
being declared cancer-free.

“With 218,000 new cases projected for
prostate cancer this year, and more than
32,000 American expected to die from this
disease in 2010, prostate cancer is to men, in
incidence and mortality, what breast cancer
is to women,” Zenka said. “Yet, the NFL has-
n’t made as strong a commitment to sup-
porting the cause. We need our grandmoth-
ers, mothers, daughters and our grandfa-
thers, fathers and sons. What better forum to
get the word out than American football?”

The American Cancer Society estimates
prostate cancer will kill about 32,050
American men this year, compared with
40,230 Americans who will die of breast can-

cer, almost all of them women. Colon and
rectal cancer will kill about 51,370
Americans.

“There are expected to be more new cases
of prostate cancer but fewer deaths this year
than breast cancer,” Zenka said. “Prostate
cancer can be detected by finger exams and
blood tests — and early detection and treat-
ment gives a man an excellent chance of sur-
vival.”

Also, the National Cancer Institute report-
ed over a three-year span, from 2007-09, they
spent an average of $291.8 million on
research for prostate cancer compared to
$581.5-million on breast cancer over the
same three years despite the institute’s own
claim that prostate cancer is estimated to have
more new cases a year than breast cancer.

The Prostate Cancer Foundation, head-
quartered in Santa Monica at Fourth Street
and Arizona Avenue, is the world’s largest
funder of prostate cancer research. Since
their founding in 1993, the foundation has
raised more than $415 million for research,
supporting more than 1,500 projects at
nearly 200 institutions around the world.

news@smdp.com  

BLUE
FROM PAGE 3
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The proposal for a franchise structure came after the Task
Force on the Environment in 2006 recommended the devel-
opment of an ordinance that creates a franchise system
awarding licenses to companies whose cars meet certain
emission and mileage standards. A study by Nelson/Nygaard
Consulting Associates followed two years later, finding that
at the time, there were 412 cars operated by 55 companies in
the city.

That number grew to 522 permitted cabs, all for a city
that has about 91,000 residents.

City officials felt the number of cabs was too high, creat-
ing gridlock Downtown while contributing to global warm-
ing. They were also concerned that drivers were not able to
make a living wage because of too much competition. Some
drivers were said to be making only $24,000 annually for
working six days a week.

Dozens of cab company operators and drivers fearful of
losing their jobs crammed into the City Council Chambers
Tuesday, pleading with elected officials to start the franchise
selection process over, alleging it was flawed and lacked
transparency.

Groups representing Armenian-Americans said the
process discriminated against cab companies owned by
Armenians. Others called on the council to give more weight
to local companies as opposed to those based in Los Angeles
with multiple franchise licenses, increasing the likelihood
that drivers from these companies will spend more time out-
side Santa Monica, leaving residents and visitors without
enough cabs to get them around town. Many operators
pleaded with the council to allow more cab companies to
operate within Santa Monica. As part of the agreement, cab
companies are required to have 50 cabs in service at all
times.

“We’re still in shock,” Vrej Alvandian, president of Beverly
Hills Cab Co. said following the council’s vote. “We thought
the council was going to throw out the staff ’s recommenda-

tion and start over. … I can’t believe it.”
While the council did not want to increase the number of

franchises awarded, it did increase the total number of cabs
allowed to operate in the city.

Initially city staff proposed a cap on cabs of 250, with
each of the five franchises operating 50. However, after con-
siderable debate the council directed city staff to come back
in the next few weeks with a new cap of 300, awarding each
of the five franchises 10 more cabs for a total of 60 each, but
city officials said the extra cabs would be optional.

That was in large part a response to Taxi Taxi’s plea to be
allowed to operate more than 50 cabs given that it currently
has a fleet of over 60 and would therefore have to layoff driv-
ers. While Taxi Taxi currently has more cabs than will be
allowed, the other four who won franchises will have to
bring up the number of cabs they operate to comply with the
new rules.

“I don’t think it’s fair to downsize a company that’s been
working so hard to grow in a sustainable way,” said Wendy
Radwan of Taxi Taxi.

Councilmembers Terry O’Day and Gleam Davis agreed
with Radwan.

“I applaud the desire for equity, but the price of this equi-
ty feels too high for me,” Davis said of doling out 50 cabs for
each franchise. “It doesn’t feel like equity to me to tell one
company to reduce one-sixth of its business and tell others
they get to increase their business.”

“To be the only company to have to cut its current level
out of those recommended, and to be a local company, that
gives me pause,” O’Day said.

Councilmembers were also not pleased with city staff ’s
recommendation to set the senior/disabled fare discount at
10 percent, and called on city staff to identify other financ-
ing options to increase that discount.

Councilman Richard Bloom said the council’s decision
was difficult, knowing that some cab drivers would be laid
off and companies forced to close. However, the need for a
better system outweighed that concern.

“It was a given, by the very nature of what we did here
tonight, that this would be disappointing to a large number
of taxi operators currently serving the public because we
decided at the outset that we had too many taxis in the city
and had to reduce the fleet,” Bloom said. “At the same time
we want to build up the standard of living for those working
in this trade. There was a trade off. There are winners in this
process and there are losers.”

Bloom, who met with represenatives of the cab compa-
nies, said complaints that the process was not fair or that
there was discrimination in selection were unfounded. He
said city staff could have provided more information during
the course of the process, “but no matter what staff would
have done there would have been controversy.

“This is a very positive step and an important one for our
city.”

kevinh@smdp.com  
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CABS
FROM PAGE 1

Taxi cab rates approved by the City 
Council, to take effect Jan. 3, 2011

• $2.85 flag drop (first 1/9th mile);
• $0.30 for each additional 1/9th mile 

($2.70 per mile);
• $0.30 for each 37 seconds waiting/delay 

($29.19 per hour).

FARES FOR AIRPORT TRIPS HAVE BEEN CAPPED AS FOLLOWS:
• North of I-10 to LAX: $45;
• South of I-10 to LAX: $35;
• Santa Monica to Bob Hope Airport: $75.

ANNUAL FRANCHISE FEES TAXI COMPANIES MUST PAY:            
• $5,000
• Annual low-emission/

Wheelchair vehicle permit fee: $1,200
• Annual non-low-emission/

Wheelchair vehicle permit fee: $1,800
• Annual driver permit fee: $150

office (310) 458-7737

READ US ON THE GO
www.smdp.com/mobile



THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2010
National

13Visit us online at smdp.com

We offer CEREC restorations.
With no temporaries needed,

the faster way to receive cosmetic 
crowns and onlays in ONE visit.

Saving you time in your busy life!

310.481.0111
12301 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 205, Brentwood, CA 90025office (310) 458-7737
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CURT ANDERSON &
MICHELLE CONLIN

Associated Press

NEW YORK It used to be that every time a
bank sold a mortgage, the county land
recording office received a fee. It wasn’t
much — $30 or so — but then real estate
boomed in the 1990s and banks pooled mil-
lions of mortgages into securities that
investors bought and sold.

One mortgage transaction became a
dozen or more, and the tab grew ever larger.
So the banks came up with a way around the
fees. And now they are fighting to avoid per-
haps tens of billions of dollars in penalties
that have added up over the years.

In 1997, when the banks’ burgeoning
business in mortgage securities was clashing
with the unwieldy nature of written forms,
the industry created its own alternative, an
electronic system that would track the ever-
changing ownership of home loans.

The banks formed a private company
called Mortgage Electronic Registry Systems
Inc., or MERS. Its motto: “Process loans, not
paperwork.” It has registered more than 65
million loans, three out of every five on the
market.

MERS’ owners are all the big mortgage
companies, including Bank of America,
Citigroup, Wells Fargo, JPMorgan Chase and
GMAC. They are all facing a foreclosure-
fraud investigation launched by all 50 state
attorneys general, and all took government
bailout money after the financial meltdown
in 2008.

Counties complained about the lost rev-
enue after MERS was implemented, but they
rarely tried to challenge the new way of
doing business. Now, three years after the
housing crash and two months after allega-
tions that some banks submitted fraudulent
documents to foreclosure courts, every
aspect of the nation’s mortgage machine is
under scrutiny.

Two lawyers in Reno, Nev., have filed suit
in 17 states alleging that banks cheated
counties out of billions of dollars. In
Virginia, a lawmaker has asked the state’s
attorney general to investigate MERS over its

failure to pay recording fees. And every-
where elected officials and class-action
lawyers turn, the back-office procedures of
MERS are being called into question.

The lawsuits challenge MERS’ authority
to act on behalf of banks or other investors
that own a mortgage. With so many loans
registered to MERS, it’s a claim that goes to
the heart of the mortgage-fraud scandal.

With MERS ostensibly keeping track of
who owns what, counties still get their
paperwork and fees the first time a mortgage
is filed. Typically, that county fee is rolled
into the closing costs homeowners pay when
they buy a new home.

MERS is “an admitted fee-avoidance
scheme,” says Robert Hager, the Nevada
lawyer who, along with his partner Treva
Hearne, is filing the suits against MERS and
its bank owners, including the government-
backed mortgage-finance companies Fannie
Mae and Freddie Mac. Fannie and Freddie
provide a low-cost flow of funding to the
nation’s mortgage markets by buying mort-
gages from lenders, packaging them into
securities and then selling them to investors.

The suits were filed in California, Nevada
and Tennessee and 14 undisclosed states
where the cases are still under court seal.
Hager and Hearne chose the states because
their laws allow what are called false claims
suits, in which citizens can take legal action
against companies that may have cheated the
government.

The suits allege that by privatizing public
records, MERS enabled banks to circumvent
American property law and bypass the
counties’ fee and paperwork requirements,
costing billions of dollars in lost revenue
over more than a decade. MERS says its
process is legal, and that the fees are not
required under its system.

“These are local fees for service; if no
service is needed or requested, no fee is
appropriate,” MERS spokeswoman Karmela
Lejarde said in an e-mail.

Assuming each mortgage it tracks had
been resold, and re-recorded, just once,
MERS would have saved the industry $2.4
billion in recording costs, R.K. Arnold, the
firm’s chief executive officer, testified in

2009. It’s not unusual for a mortgage to be
resold a dozen times or more.

The California suit alone could cost
MERS $60 billion to $120 billion in damages
and penalties from unpaid recording fees.

The liabilities are astronomical because,
according to laws in California and many
other states, penalties between $5,000 and
$10,000 can be imposed each time a record-
ing fee went unpaid. Because the suits are
filed as false claims, the law stipulates that
the penalties can then be tripled.

When MERS was created, some county
recorders recognized the potential for lost
revenue. “It smelled like it could be a scam
from hell,” said Gary Ott, the county
recorder in Salt Lake County, Utah.

From the beginning, many county offi-
cials were uneasy about the idea. But most
were loath, and lacked the resources, to take
on the financial industry. Those who did
complain to legislators and reporters say
they had a hard time getting anyone to take
notice.

"People blew whistles, but a lot of people
weren’t paying attention,” says Christopher
Peterson, a University of Utah law professor
who has written extensively about MERS
and has consulted with Hager on the law-
suits in California and Nevada. “It’s not like
MERS makes good TV.”

A few county recorders did take bold
stands. In one prominent case, Edward
Romaine, then the recorder of deeds for New
York’s Suffolk County, refused to accept
MERS recordings. He argued that not only
would the county lose out on fees — $1 mil-
lion in one year alone — but that MERS
failed to even maintain a clear chain of title
on a property. He got backing from New
York’s attorney general.

MERS sued Suffolk County in 2001. The
suit went all the way to New York’s highest
court, where MERS won on appeal. The
court found that a county clerk lacks the
authority to refuse to record MERS transac-
tions.

MERS, which does business out of a sub-
urban Washington office building, has about
40 employees. But according to the compa-
ny, it operates by appointing “certifying offi-

cers” and “vice presidents” who work for
about 3,000 mortgage companies or their
vendors, such as law firms, to sign docu-
ments on behalf of MERS.

Several of these “officers” have gained
infamy as robo-signers who said they signed
as many as 1,000 foreclosure affidavits a day
without verifying the accuracy of the infor-
mation. The robo-signers testified in deposi-
tions that even though they had been named
as executives of MERS, and signed mortgage
documents in that capacity, they were given
no MERS training, had no idea where MERS
was located, had never received compensa-
tion from MERS, and had never communi-
cated with MERS in any form.

The lawsuits over county fees are not the
first suits to be filed against MERS. As the
recession deepened in 2007 and home values
plummeted, lawsuits challenging bank fore-
closures also alleged that MERS had no legal
right to act as a middleman for banks, or
other investors, who actually own the mort-
gage. Recent court documents have shown
how mortgage notes are often lost, casting
doubt on who actually owns the mortgage
and possibly blighting the chain of title on
the property. So far, rulings on these chal-
lenges have been mixed. But the red flags
were enough to cause JPMorgan Chase CEO
Jamie Dimon to stop using MERS for fore-
closures in 2008.

Legal experts say the new attack, focusing
on the issue of county fees, may have a bet-
ter chance of success than the foreclosure
challenges because of the recent revelations
about robo-signers and fraudulent foreclo-
sure documents.

County recorders say they’re not opposed
to moving out of the world of wet ink and
into the world of digital tracking. It’s that
they feel local government should be doing
the tracking, not a private entity like MERS.

They also say important principles are at
stake.

“We do want to preserve the integrity of
our public records. That is our top priority,”
says Kay Wrucke, recorder in Martin
County, Minn. “If it’s not in the public
record, how can you know whether the title
is clear on a home?”

Bypassing county fees may cost banks 



National
14 THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2010 We have you covered

SM to
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Hybrid • Mercedes-Benz
not valid from hotels or with other offers • SM residents only • Expires 8/31/10 SantaMonicaTaxi.com

2009 Grand Prize Sustainable Quality Award
City of SM, SM Chamber & Sustainable Works

20th 
Anniversary

MICHAEL FELBERBAUM
AP Tobacco Writer

RICHMOND, Va.  Corpses, cancer patients
and diseased lungs are among the images the
federal government plans for larger, graphic
warning labels that would take up half of
each pack of cigarettes sold in the United
States.

Whether smokers addicted to nicotine
will see them as a reason to quit remains a
question.

The images are part of a new campaign
announced by the Food and Drug
Administration and the Department of
Health and Human Services on Wednesday
to reduce tobacco use, which is responsible
for about 443,000 deaths per year.

“Some very explicit, almost gruesome
pictures may be necessary,” FDA
Commissioner Margaret Hamburg said in
an interview with The Associated Press.
“This is a very, very serious public health
issue, with very, very serious medical conse-
quences,” such as cancer, heart disease,
strokes and lung diseases.

The share of Americans who smoke has
fallen dramatically since 1970, from nearly
40 percent to about 20 percent, but the rate
has stalled since about 2004. About 46 mil-
lion adults in the U.S. smoke cigarettes.

In the same period, the average cost per
pack has gone from 38 cents to $5.33. Much of
those increases are from state and federal taxes.

It’s unclear why declines in smoking have
stalled. Some experts have cited tobacco
company discounts or lack of funding for
programs to discourage smoking or to help
smokers quit.

The new prevention plan is part of a law
passed in June 2009 that gave the FDA
authority to regulate tobacco, including set-
ting guidelines for marketing and labeling,
banning certain products and limiting nico-
tine. The law doesn’t let the FDA ban nico-
tine or tobacco.

The FDA is proposing 36 labels for public
comment. They include phrases like
“Smoking can kill you” and “Cigarettes cause
cancer” and feature graphic images to con-
vey the dangers of tobacco.

“It acts as a very public billboard because
you all of the sudden are reading something
about lung cancer from that pack behind the
cash register, whereas before you were just
reading ‘Marlboro,’” said David Hammond,
a health behavior researcher at the
University of Waterloo in Canada, who is
working with the firm designing the labels
for the FDA.

Some of the labels include a man with a
tracheotomy smoking a cigarette, a cartoon
of a mother blowing smoke in her baby’s
face, rotting and diseased teeth and gums, as
well as cigarettes being flushed down the toi-
let to signify quitting.

The agency will select the final labels in
June after reviews of scientific literature,
public comments and results from an
18,000-person study. Cigarette makers will
then have a year and three months to start
using the new labels.

The new warning labels are to take up the
top half of a pack — both front and back —
of cigarettes and contain “color graphics

depicting the negative health consequences.”
Warning labels also must constitute 20 per-
cent of advertisements.

In recent years, more than 30 countries or
jurisdictions have introduced labels similar
to those proposed by the FDA. The U.S. first
mandated the use of warning labels stating
“Cigarettes may be hazardous to your
health” in 1965.

While it is impossible to say how many
people quit because of the labels, Hammond
said every source of evidence suggests that
the labels do spur people to quit.

Canada introduced similar warning
labels in 2000. Since then, its smoking rates
have declined from about 26 percent to
about 20 percent. How much the warnings
contributed to the decline is unclear because
the country also implemented other tobacco
control efforts.

The labels should shock people and be
effective in deterring smokers, but how
much is the question, said Marvin Goldberg,
the Bard professor of marketing at
Pennsylvania State University.

“There’s no silver bullet. Will this wipe
out smoking? No, but it will put a dent in it,”
Goldberg said.

Graphic labels “are tremendously effec-
tive,” said Stanton Glantz, a tobacco
researcher at the University of California at
San Francisco. He said the argument that the
warning labels are offensive, so people
ignore them, has been cooked up by ciga-
rette companies.

If that were true, the tobacco industry
wouldn’t be fighting them so hard, Glantz
said.

Reynolds American Inc., parent company
of the nation’s second-largest cigarette
maker, R.J. Reynolds, is reviewing the label-
ing plan. But spokesman David Howard said
the legality of the new labels is part of a
pending federal lawsuit filed by the compa-
ny, No. 3 cigarette maker Lorillard Inc. and
others.

The tobacco makers in the suit had
argued the warnings would relegate the
companies’ brands to the bottom half of the
cigarette packaging, making them “difficult,
if not impossible, to see.”

Anti-tobacco advocates are applauding
the federal campaign and the new warning
labels.

“This is going to stop kids from starting
to smoke ... and it’s going to give smokers a
strong incentive to quit smoking,” said
Patrick Reynolds, grandson of R.J. Reynolds
and executive director of the Foundation for
a Smokefree America. Reynolds’ father,
brother and other relatives died from smok-
ing-related illnesses.

Smokers themselves were skeptical that
the labels would have much effect.

“I don’t think they’re going to be a deter-
rent at all for people who already smoke.
Most people start smoking when they’re
young, and I don’t think they’re going to
think about the effects,” said 27-year-old Zak
Hoffman of Cincinnati, who has been smok-
ing since he was 14.

“I think more tax increases would have
more of an effect than scare tactics,” said 20-
year-old Gina Gatano, a student who works
at a downtown Cincinnati coffee shop.

Federal officials want graphic
warnings on cigarette boxes
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STEPHEN BERNARD
AP Business Writer

NEW YORK Stocks posted meager gains
Wednesday as traders remained cautious
ahead of a global economic summit where
the U.S. is likely to face pushback from other
nations over its economic stimulus plan.

Major indexes were down for much of the
day but managed to edge higher by late after-
noon. A report showing a sharp decline in
first-time claims for unemployment benefits
helped support stock prices. A jump in oil
prices lifted shares of energy companies
including Chevron Corp. and ConocoPhillips.

An announcement from the Federal

Reserve Bank of New York detailing the Fed’s
plans for its upcoming bond-purchasing
program helped bring stock indexes some-
what higher in the mid-afternoon. The Fed’s
program, announced last week, is aimed at
encouraging borrowing and spending by
keeping interest rates low.

The Dow Jones industrial average rose
10.29, or 0.1 percent, to close at 11,357.04.
The Dow had been down as many as 92
points earlier in the day.

The Standard & Poor’s 500 index added
5.31, or 0.4 percent, to 1,218.71, and the
Nasdaq composite rose 15.80, or 0.6 percent,
to 2,578.78.

Stocks were held in check for most of the

day ahead of a summit of world leaders com-
ing up Thursday and Friday in South Korea.
The plans by the Federal Reserve to push
interest rates lower has brought protests from
Germany, China and other countries. They
say the U.S. is trying to lower the value of the
dollar, which would give an advantage to U.S.
exports in global markets at the expense of
those from other nations.

Uri Landesman, president at Platinum
Partners, said Wednesday’s pause on Wall
Street is natural for a market that has been
climbing nearly unchecked since early
September. Major indexes have all touched
highs for the year in recent days.

The yield on the benchmark 10-year

Treasury note edged down to 2.65 percent
from 2.66 percent late Tuesday. Oil rose
$1.09 to $87.81 a barrel, and gold edged
down to just below $1,400 an ounce.

In corporate news, General Motors Corp.
said it earned $2 billion in the third quarter.
The big profit came at the right time for the
automaker. It is set for an initial public offer-
ing next week after struggling through bank-
ruptcy and a government bailout. Shares of
rival Ford Motor Co. rose 3.5 percent follow-
ing the strong earnings report from GM.

European indexes slid as worries grow about
debt problems in Ireland. The FTSE 100 fell 1
percent, Germany’s DAX index dropped 1 per-
cent, and France’s CAC-40 fell 1.5 percent.

MIKE STOBBE
AP Medical Writer

ATLANTA A government survey says 1 in 10
U.S. children has ADHD, a sizable increase
from a few years earlier that researchers
think might be explained by growing aware-
ness and better screening.

ADHD, or attention deficit hyperactivity
disorder, makes it hard for kids to pay attention
and control impulsive behavior. It’s often treat-
ed with drugs, behavioral therapy, or both.

The new study found that about two-
thirds of the children who have ADHD are
on medication.

The estimate comes from a survey
released Wednesday that found an increase

in ADHD of about 22 percent from 2003 to
the most recent survey in 2007-08. The
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
interviewed parents of children ages 4
through 17 in both studies.

In the latest survey, 9.5 percent said a
doctor or health care provider had told them
their child had ADHD. The earlier study
found that fewer than 8 percent of kids had
been diagnosed with it.

Researchers calculate about 5.4 million
kids have been diagnosed with ADHD,
which suggests that about 1 million more
children have the disorder than a few years
earlier.

Scientists don’t have clear answers about
why there was such a significant increase.

Study lead author Susanna Visser of the
CDC suggests greater awareness and
stepped-up screening efforts as part of the
explanation.

“Regardless of what’s undergirding this,
we know more parents are telling us their
children have ADHD,” Visser said.

One expert found it hard to believe that
so many kids might have ADHD. “It sounds
a little high,” said Howard Abikoff, a psy-
chologist who is director of the Institute for
Attention Deficit Hyperactivity and
Behavior Disorders at New York University’s
Child Study Center.

Other studies have suggested more like 5
percent of kids have ADHD, and there are no
known biological reasons for it to be on a

recent increase, he added.
Abikoff noted the CDC study is based on

parents saying that a health care provider
told them their child had ADHD, but it’s not
known who the health-care provider was or
how thorough the assessment was.

ADHD diagnosis is a matter of expert
opinion. There’s no blood test or brain-
imaging exam for the condition. Sometimes
reading disabilities or other problems in the
classroom cause a teacher or others to mis-
takenly think a child has ADHD, he said.

The CDC study noted an increase in
diagnoses was seen in kids of all races and
family income levels, and across all regions
of the country except the West. The survey
covered 73,000 children.

Stock market makes small gains before economic summit

Survey: 10 percent of American children have ADHD 
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SURF CONDITIONS WATER TEMP: 62°
SWELL FORECAST
Looks smaller, about waist+ at west facing breaks. We could though see some swell late in the afternoon. 

LONG RANGE SYNOPSIS
SHOULD SEE THE NEXT NW SWELL, BRINGING WAIST TO CHEST HIGH WAVES TO WEST FACING BREAKS.  

TIDE FORECAST FOR TODAY IN SANTA MONICA

BY JOHN MARSHALL
AP College Football Writer

PHOENIX Except for Oregon at the top and
Washington State at the bottom, the Pac-10
has played out just like its coaches predicted,
a win-one, lose-one trade off by teams
unable distinguish themselves from one
another.

But this year of parity could hurt the con-
ference at the box office. All this beating up
on each other could leave the Pac-10 with a
potentially grim bowl picture.

Certainly, Oregon playing for a national
championship would give the conference its
chest-thumping moment. After that,
though, the Pac-10 is facing a longshot to fill
its six-bowl allotment and might have just
four teams playing in the postseason.

And, if things play out right — or is it
wrong? — the conference’s second-best
team, Stanford, could end up playing in the
lower-tier Alamo Bowl instead of the more
lucrative Rose Bowl.

“The biggest thing is that it’s close,”
Oregon State coach Mike Riley said. “I’ve felt
that every game is like the Super Bowl and
we’ve just beat each other up.”

Stanford figures to lose the most from
this season of counterpunching.

The seventh-ranked Cardinal (8-1, 5-1)
have clearly been the second-best team in
the Pac-10, arguably the best one-loss team
in the country.

But because of their loss to Oregon in
Eugene, the Cardinal would need Oregon to
lose two of its final three games to win the
Pac-10. The way the Ducks have steamrolled
opponents, losing even once doesn’t seem all
that likely, and that would certainly knock
Stanford out of the Rose Bowl.

Any other year, Stanford would be in line
to replace Oregon in the Rose Bowl if the
Ducks get to the national championship
game.

Problem is, the Rose Bowl is obligated to
take a non-automatic qualifying conference
team if one makes the BCS but not the title
game. That leaves the Cardinal needing No.
3 TCU or No. 4 Boise State to lose a game
and miss the BCS or play in the national title
game, which would require No. 2 Auburn to
lose or fall back in the BCS standings and no
other one-loss team moving up.

If none of these seemingly longshot sce-
narios play out, Stanford will find itself at the
Alamo Bowl facing the Big 12’s No. 3 team.

“The BCS, we can’t control it,” defensive
back Michael Thomas said. “If we take care
of our business and win the rest of our
games and go 11-1, we’ll end up in a better

bowl. We’re just doing the best we can.”
So are the rest of the teams, but it may

not work out for some of them.
Arizona is the only other conference team

that’s already bowl eligible. The No. 18
Wildcats, despite last week’s lopsided loss to
Stanford, are 7-2 overall and 4-2 in confer-
ence, likely headed to the Alamo Bowl if
Stanford doesn’t get bumped down.

Washington never quite lived up to
expectations behind quarterback Jake
Locker and needs to win its final three games
to become bowl eligible, which may be a
longshot considering the Huskies have lost
three straight.

Sanctions have taken USC out of the
bowl picture.

The rest of it is a little more murky.
Cal (5-4, 3-3) would seem to have the

best shot at getting a postseason bid, needing
to beat Oregon, Stanford or Washington to
become eligible. Of course, the Bears have
been on a win-big, lose-big pattern this sea-
son, so it might come down to that last game
against the Huskies to get into the Holiday
or Sun Bowl.

Oregon State (4-3, 3-2) could take a big
step toward becoming bowl eligible this
weekend by beating 1-7 Washington State.
After that, it gets tougher to get the bowl-
clinching sixth victory; USC, Stanford and
rival Oregon close out the season.

UCLA would seem to have a more realis-
tic shot.

The Bruins (4-5, 2-4), coming off a win
over Oregon State, are also two wins shy of
becoming bowl eligible, but have a less gru-
eling closing schedule, with games against
Washington, Arizona State and USC left.

“Certainly, there’s a glimmer of light at
the end of the tunnel but we have to focus
only on Washington,” UCLA coach Rick
Neuheisel said.

Arizona State’s bowl chances took a hit
over the weekend with a wild 34-33 loss at
USC.

Because two of the Sun Devils’ (4-5, 2-4)
wins are against FCS programs, they need to
win their final three games or win two, ask
the NCAA for a waiver and hope there aren’t
enough winning teams to fill contracted
bowl slots.

With games against Stanford, UCLA and
Arizona left on the schedule, it might be
tough to even get the two wins.

“They understand where they’re at and
they understand what’s left in our season,”
Arizona State coach Dennis Erickson said of
his players.

So do the rest of the conference’s teams,
even if the outlook doesn’t look so great.

NCAA FOOTBALL

Pac-10 bowl picture still developing
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The Meaning of Lila By John Forgetta & L.A. Rose

By Jim DavisGarfield

Strange Brew

Girls and Sports By Justin Borus and Andrew Feinstein

Get into weekend mode, Libra
ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
★★★★ Opportunities emerge if you follow your
intuition, especially when dealing with others. A
sudden insight tosses you into thought. Take your
time, as all this could be changing your plans and
your perspective. Tonight: Burning the midnight oil. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
★★★★★ It might take quite a bit of perspec-
tive to understand what is going on. You could
be overwhelmed by everything that drops on
your plate and the unpredictability of others.
Learn to flex and wave goodbye to rigidity.
Tonight: Take in new vistas. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)  
★★★★★ One-on-one relating could bring forth
some startling insights that might encourage
thinking through a community or professional
matter. Be willing to listen more to a close
friend or loved one. Tonight: A cozy get-togeth-
er where there is music. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
★★★★★ You discover how difficult it can be to
juggle many different interests. Expert opinions, as
well as news from a distance, could be quite star-
tling. Defer to others who might have a stronger
sense of direction. Tonight: Accept an invitation. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
★★★★ Others seem to be the source of ener-
gy and plans. Though you might not feel like
you can put your feet up, you certainly don't
need to push so hard. Your ability to synthesize
ideas needs to come into play. Tonight:
Consider starting your weekend early. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
★★★★★ Your creativity pinnacles, as does the
ability to intrigue others. Use this combo to
increase your audience and pull with a key mat-
ter. A child or new friend could play a signifi-
cant role in your day. Let go of being meticu-
lous. Tonight: Head home. Everyone needs
some quiet time. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
★★★★ If you can lie back or work from home,
all the better. You will have the energy to flex
with some surprising events or news. You have
a soft and caring manner that intrigues a loved
one. This person cannot get enough of you!
Tonight: Get into weekend mode. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
★★★★★ Keep communication going, even if
you have a moment of feeling shocked and
without words. This situation will encourage
greater ingenuity and creativity. Make calls;
encourage opinions. Be open, and respect dif-
ferent ideas. Tonight: Make it early. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
★★★ Curb a need to possess at this moment.
You really don't need to live like the Joneses.
Opportunity strikes out of the blue. A friend-
ship could take an interesting turn. Tonight:
Strut on out the door.  

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
★★★★★ Though you might need to negotiate
an insight or event, you radiate with happiness
and directness. Someone you care a lot about
demonstrates that his or her feelings are
mutual. Learn to relax a little more. Tonight:
Your treat. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
★★★ Take your time dealing with a personal
matter, especially as it is interfering with your
daily routine. Your instincts could be unusually
correct regarding a money matter. Still, curb
wild risking! Tonight: You are coming into your
own element. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
★★★★★ Note that at present you are best
among groups of people. How you push your
agenda and the choices you make might be
guided by your entourage more than you real-
ize. A meeting could evolve into a social hap-
pening. Tonight: Only as you like it. 

This year, you open up to a very different style and way of approaching matters. Keep con-

versations moving at an even clip, and don't get bogged down in the details. Observe a ten-

dency not to express your depth and feelings. Understand that perhaps this type of withhold-

ing impacts your relationships. If you are single, you easily could meet two people of interest simultaneously. One could be more exciting than the other, who

will be more stable and secure. Take your time deciding if you want to make any type of commitment and to whom! If you are attached, the two of you become

more deeply united on goals and key pastimes. Re-create your first date or your first few encounters. Let romance build. AQUARIUS can be challenging.  

★★★★★Dynamic   
★★★★ Positive 
★★★ Average   

★★ So-So   
★ Difficult

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS
The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:Happy birthday

By John Deering Speed Bump By Dave Coverly

Aero Theatre
1328 Montana Ave.
(310) 260-1528

Cinema Italian Style 
Basilicata Coast to Coast (NR) 1hr
40min
Malavoglia (NR) 1hr 34min
7:30pm

AMC Loews Broadway 4
1441 Third Street Promenade
(310) 458-6232

Town (R) 2hr 5min
11:15am, 2:00pm, 4:50pm, 7:40pm,
10:30pm 

Life As We Know It (PG-13) 1hr 52min
11:00am, 1:35pm, 4:15pm, 7:00pm,
9:45pm 

Secretariat (PG) 1hr 56min
11:00am, 1:45pm, 4:35pm, 7:30pm,
10:20pm 

Morning Glory (PG-13) 1hr 42min
1:00pm, 3:45pm, 6:30pm, 9:10pm

AMC Santa Monica 7
1310 Third St.
(310) 451-9440

Due Date (R) 1hr 40min
11:00am, 1:30pm, 4:00pm, 6:30pm,
9:00pm

Saw 3D (R) 1hr 30min
10:20am, 12:40pm, 3:05pm, 5:30pm,
7:50pm, 10:15pm

Social Network (PG-13) 2hr 1min
12:15pm, 3:15pm, 6:15pm, 9:15pm

Megamind 3D (PG) 1hr 36min
12:00pm, 2:30pm, 5:00pm, 7:30pm,
10:00pm

Jackass 3D (R) 1hr 34min
10:00am, 12:30pm, 3:00pm, 5:30pm,
8:00pm, 10:30pm

Morning Glory (PG-13) 1hr 42min
11:15am, 2:00pm, 4:45pm, 7:20pm,
10:10pm

Hereafter (PG-13) 2hr 6min
10:00am, 1:00pm, 4:00pm, 7:00pm,
10:05pm

Laemmle’s Monica Fourplex
1332 Second St.
(310) 478-3836

Girl Who Kicked the Hornet's Nest (R)
1hr 52min
1:30pm, 4:50pm, 8:10pm

Conviction (R) 1hr 47min
1:40pm, 4:30pm, 7:40pm, 10:10pm

Welcome to the Rileys (R) 1hr 50min

1:50pm, 4:40pm, 7:40pm, 10:15pm

You Will Meet A Tall Dark Stranger (R)
1hr 38min
1:55pm, 5:00pm, 7:50pm, 10:10pm

AMC Criterion 6 
1313 Third Street Promenade
(310) 395-1599 

Due Date (R)
12:00pm, 2:30pm, 5:00pm, 7:30pm,
10:00pm

Social Network (PG-13) 2hr 1min
10:30am, 1:15pm, 4:15pm, 7:15pm,
10:10pm

Megamind 3D (PG) 1hr 36min
11:00am, 1:30pm, 4:00pm, 6:30pm,
9:00pm

Red (PG-13) 1hr 38min
10:45am, 1:25pm, 4:10pm, 6:45pm,
9:30pm

For Colored Girls (R) 2hr
12:45pm, 4:05pm, 7:10pm, 10:15pm

Paranormal Activity 2 (PG-13) 1hr
31min
10:35am, 12:50pm, 3:05pm, 5:25pm,
7:50pm, 10:20pm

For more information, e-mail news@smdp.com

MOVIE TIMES

MYSTERY PHOTO File photo
The first person who can correctly identify where this image was captured wins a prize from the
Santa Monica Daily Press. Send answers to editor@smdp.com. Send your mystery photos to 
editor@smdp.com to be used in future issues. 
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■ Obese patients with an array of
symptoms known as "prediabetes"
have seen their insulin sensitivity
improved dramatically via "fecal
transplants," i.e., receiving the
stool of a thin, healthy person into
the bowel, according to
researchers led by a University of
North Carolina professor.
Researchers said the strangers'
implants were significantly more
effective than those of a control
group, in which a person's own
feces was implanted. (News of the
Weird has previously reported on
success in treating certain gas-
trointestinal infections by stool
transplants that contain the bacte-
ria Clostridium difficile.) 
■ Two University of Sydney
researchers reported recently that
the food-acquisition "strategy" of
the brainless, single-cell slime
mold appeared to resemble one of
the strategies familiar to us so-
called brain-containing humans,
specifically, making a selection
only after comparing it to readily
available alternatives.
Furthermore, Japanese
researchers who mapped the slime
mold's search for food found that
its nuclei are arranged in a pattern
that is seemingly just as logically
helpful in food procurement as the
service arrangements are in
Tokyo's acclaimed railway system.
(In October, the Japanese
researchers were awarded a satiri-
cal "Ig Nobel" prize by the Annals
of Improbable Research.)

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
B Y C H U C K S H E P A R D

uullllaaggee
\\  UUHHLL--iijj  \\    ,,  nnoouunn;;
1. The amount by which the con-
tents fall short of filling a con-
tainer, as a cask or bottle.

WORD UP!

Sudoku
Fill in the blank cells using numbers 1 to 9. Each number can
appear only once in each row, column, and 3x3 block. Use logic
and process of elimination to solve the puzzle. The difficulty
level ranges from ★ (easiest) to ★★★★★ (hardest).

King Features Syndicate

8  26  28  33  53
Meganumber: 11
Jackpot: $12M

10  15  27  44  45
Meganumber: 15
Jackpot: $16M

2  18  23  26  27

MIDDAY: 9 9 8
EVENING: 2 4 1

1st: 01 Gold Rush
2nd: 08 Gorgeous George
3rd: 07 Eureka
RACE TIME: 1:41.81

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the winning number
information, mistakes can occur. In the event of any discrepancies, California
State laws and California Lottery regulations will prevail. Complete game
information and prize claiming instructions are available at California Lottery
retailers. Visit the California State Lottery web site at http://www.calottery.com

DAILY LOTTERY

• Fill the grid with the set of given
numbers (1 to 12) to satisfy the
Equa demands (7 to 24) in the shad-
ed boxes. The Equa demands repre-
sent the sum of the digits that you
will insert into the empty squares.

• Each horizontal row has one Equa
demand to satisfy; each vertical col-
umn also has one demand to satis-
fy. Each empty square in the grid
dictates the math operation (addi-
tion +, subtraction -, multiplication
X, and division ÷) that must be per-
formed to meet the demands.

• You must follow the given math
operations for each square and you
must make sure all the numbers sat-
isfy the demands in the shaded
boxes when connected in adjacent
threes and calculated together from
left to right, and top to bottom.

• The numbers you insert into the
grid must satisfy the Equa demands
both horizontally and vertically.

For more games, 
go to www.arithmo.com

TM

GETTING STARTED
There are many strategies to solving
Sudoku. One way to begin is to
examine each 3x3 grid and figure
out which numbers are missing.
Then, based on the other numbers in
the row and column of each blank
cell, find which of the missing num-
bers will work. Eliminating numbers
will eventually lead you to the
answer.

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S PUZZLE

1880A u s t r a l i a n
bushranger Ned Kelly

is hanged at Melbourne Gaol.

1887Anarchist Haymarket
Martyrs August Spies,

Albert Parsons, Adolph Fischer and
George Engel are executed.

1887Construction of the
Manchester Ship

Canal begins at Eastham.

1889Washington is admit-
ted as the 42nd U.S.

state.

1911Many cities in the
Midwestern United

States break their record highs
and lows on the same day as a
strong cold front rolls through.

TODAY IN HISTORY
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING CONDITIONS: REGULAR RATE: $5.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20¢ per word per day. Ad must run a
minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra.
Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once.
DEADLINES: 3:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 2:30 p.m. PAYMENT: All pri-
vate party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310) 458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press,
P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406 or stop in at our office located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Ste. 202. OTHER RATES: For
information about the professional services directory or classified display ads, please call our office at (310) 458-7737.

HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY  9:00am - 5:00pm     LOCATION 410 Broadway, Suite B, Santa Monica, CA 90401

(310)458-7737
CALL TODAY FOR SPECIAL MONTHLY RATES!

There is no more convincing medium than a DAILY local newspaper.
Prepay your ad today!

Classifieds
$550 per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.
Call us today start and promoting your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 40,000.

YOUR AD COULD RUN TOMORROW!*

(310) 458-7737
Some restrictions may apply. 

*Please call our Classified Sales Manager to reserve your ad space. Specific ad placement not gauranteed on classified ads. Ad must meet deadline requirements. See complete conditions below.

All classified liner ads are placed on our website for FREE! Check out www.smdp.com for more info.

CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale

Furniture
Pets
Boats
Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos
Rent
Houses for Rent
Roomates
Commerical Lease

Real Estate
Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services

Computer Services
Attorney Services
Business Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness

Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Psychic
Obituaries
Tutoring

Prepay your ad today!

Miscellaneous
**ALL Satellite Systems are not the 

same.  Monthly programming starts un-
der $20 per month and FREE HD and 

DVR systems for new callers.  
CALL NOW 1-800-799-4935
**OLD GUITARS WANTED!**

Fender, Gibson, Martin, Gretsch, Prairie 
State, Euphonon, Larson, D’Angelico, 

Stromberg, Rickenbacker, and Mosrite.
Gibson Mandolins/Banjos. 1930’s thru 

1970’s
TOP CASH PAID! 1-800-401-0440

AIRLINES ARE HIRING – Train for high
paying Aviation Maintenance Career. 

FAA approved program. 
Financial aid if qualified – Housing 

available.
CALL Aviation Institute of Maintenance

(888) 686-1704

ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE from Home.  
*Medical, *Business, *Paralegal, *Ac-

counting, *Criminal Justice.  
Job placement assistance.  

Computer available.  
Financial Aid if qualified.  

Call 800-510-0784 
www.CenturaOnline.com

DIRECTV FREEBIES! 
FREE Standard Installation! 

FREE Showtime + STARZ for 3 mo. 
Free HD/DVR Upgrade! 

Packages Start $29.99/Mo. Ends 2/9/11 
New cust. only, qual pkgs. 

DirectStar TV 1-800-279-5698

DIRECTV SAVE UP TO $29/MO FOR 1YR! 
NO Installation fee! Free DVR/HD Up-

grade! Packages Start $29.99/Mo. 
Ends 2/9/11 

New cust. only, qual. pkgs. 
CALL DirectStarTV 1-800-620-0058

GET YOUR DEGREE ONLINE *Medical, 
*Business, *Paralegal, *Accounting, 
*Criminal Justice.  Job placement as-
sistance.  Computer available.  Finan-

cial Aid if qualified.  
Call 800-510-0784 

www.CenturaOnline.com

HANDS ON CAREER – Train for a high 
paying Aviation Maintenance Career. 

FAA approved program. 
Financial aid if qualified – Job place-

ment assistance. 
Call AIM today (866)854-6156

Reach over 28 million homes with one
ad buy! Only $2,795 per week! For more 

information, contact this 
publication or go to 

www.naninetwork.com

Announcements
NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

Santa Monica-Malibu Unified School 
District of Los Angeles County 
(SMMUSD) will receive proposals for a 
blade computing chassis and storage 
area network. RFP's are due to the 
SMMUSD Purchasing Office, 1651 16th 
Street, Santa Monica, California 90404 
on or before Thursday, 11/18/2010 at 
2:00 pm at which time and place the 
proposals will be publicly opened. Each 
proposal must be sealed and labeled 
with RFP title, number and due date. 
Contact Hunter Gaines at 
hunter.gaines@parsons.com or (310) 
954-2273, for information.

Employment
PART-TIME SALES position.  Our attor-
ney service is looking for referrals to law 
firms. Referrals result in ongoing com-
missions. Submit resume to 
bsberkowitz@aol.com

Business Opps
$50/hr potential. Get Paid to Shop and 
Eat. Retail Research Associate Needed. 

No Experience. Training Provided.
Call 1-800-742-6941

A BUSINESS FOR SALE!!
Established for 3 years. Will Train. Nets 

100k. Can operate from anywhere. 
$4400 down. 

Call Jerry 1-800-418-8250

We buy used dry bulk pneumatic/tank 
trailers used for hauling sand, cement, 

flyash, barite, plastic beads etc. 
Please call 817-769-7704 – 

817-769-7621 or 817-769-7713

For Sale

GIFT PENNIES
Aunts birthday in 1928.I have a 1928 
penny. Call for order form 
310-394-1533

MEMORY FOAM THERAPEUTIC 
NASA VISCO MATTRESSES

WHOLESALE! T-$299 F-$349 Q-$399
K-$499 ADJUSTABLES - $799

FREE DELIVERY 25 YEAR WARRANTY 90 
NIGHT TRIAL 1-800-ATSLEEP

1-800-287-5337  
WWW.MATTRESSDR.COM

Yard Sales
Edison Language Academy School Yard 
Sale November 2oth from 9am-4pm:
2425 Kansas Ave., Santa Monica, CA 
School Parking lot.
Huge Multi-Family Sale. TONS of treas-
ures, fabulous clothing for all ages, fur-
niture, bikes, toys, tools, housewares, 
electronics, books. Dont Miss it! 

SATURDAY 11/13 2033 Euclid Street, 
SM. 8a.m.-1p.m. cameras, lenses, 
strobes, umbrellas, photo accessories, 
kids clothes and shoes, toys, women 
clothes, china, crystals and more

Auto Donations
DONATE A CAR – HELP CHILDREN 

FIGHTING DIABETES.  
Fast, Free Towing. Call 7 days/week. 

Non-runners OK. Tax Deductable. 
Call Juvenile Diabetes 
Research Foundation 

1-800-578-0408

DONATE YOUR CAR! 
Breast Cancer Research foundation! 

Most highly rated breast cancer charity 
in America! 

Tax Deductible/Fast Free Pick Up. 
800-771-9551

www.cardonationsforbreastcancer.org

Wanted
SELL YOUR DIABETES TEST STRIPS. 

We buy Any Kind/Any brand Unexpired. 
Pay up to $16.00 per box. Shipping 

Paid. 
Call 1-800-267-9895 or www.SellDia-

beticstrips.com

Vacation Rentals
Sunny Winter Specials At Florida’s Best 

Beach-New Smyrna Beach 
Stay a week or longer 

Plan a beach wedding or family reunion. 
www.NSBFLA.com or 

1-800-541-9621

For Rent
MAR VISTA, 11621 Braddock Dr. unit 11 
2bdrm. 1.5 bath, $1250 townhouse 
style, stove, wood/tile, w/d hookup, 
patio, gated parking, carpet, intercom 
entry, no pets.$700 off move-in 
(310)967-4471 www.jkwproperties.com

501 N. Venice 1+1, #26 $1250/mo 
stove, fridge, carpet, utilities included, 
laundry, parking, no pets. 
(310)574-6767 www.jkwproperties.com

501 N. Venice unit 18 single, $1025/mo 
$750 off move-in stove, fridge, carpet, 
utilities included, laundry, parking, no 
pets. (310)574-6767 www.jkwproper-
ties.com

615 MIDVALE, 2+1.5 Townhouse style. 
Stove, fridge, dishwasher, microwave, 
tile countertop, wood and carpet floor. 
W/D hookups, parking, no pets. 
$2350/mo. (310)578-7512 
www.jkwproperties.com

MAR VISTA 12450 Culver Blvd. 
gated parking, intercom entry, stove, 
fridge, utilities included, laundry, park-
ing, no pets. $995 and up $750 off 
move-in  (888)414-7778 www.jkwprop-
erties.com 

MAR VISTA 12610 CASWELL ave.unit 1, 
1bdrm/1ba $1100/mo. stove, fridge, 
time/carpet,floors ceiling fan blinds, 
parking, laundry, no pets. 
(310)578-7512 www.jkwproperties.com

MV/MDR adj. Spacious 1 bedroom upper 
with private balcony near Centinela/90 
Fwy. Stove, fridge, large closets, laun-
dry, parking. One month Free $1100/mo. 
(310)828-4481 or (310)993-0414 after 
6p.m.

SANTA MONICA 19th Street near SM. 
Blvd., spacious 2bd/1bath upper, very 
private, large balcony, new carpets, 
stove, refrigerator, dishwasher, laundry, 
parking, small building. $1835/mo 
with utilities included. One month FREE 
with year lease. Info (310)828-4481.or 
(310)993-0414 after 6p.m

SM $1550 large 1 bdrm Arizona & 
Franklin hardwood floors,.remodeled 
kitchen & bath, lots of windows, bright 
& airy. Spacious closets, beautiful yard 
& garden area. Laundry on site, fridge & 
stove 310-729-5367

WLA Spacious 2 bedroom, 1.5 bath, up-
per apt, near SM. Blvd/Bundy. Large 
bedrooms & baths, stove, fridge, D/W, 
fireplace, laundry, parking, smaller 
quiet building, $1685/mo  One month 
FREE. Info (310) 828-4481

Houses For Rent
House for Rent

S.M. Franklin/Pennsylvania $1,600 mo. 
Unfurnished cute small rear house 
Stove, new refrigerator 1 bed, 1 bath no 
pets, permit parking (310) 828- 7513

TOPANGA SMALL rustic hillside cabin, 
quiet and peaceful spot. Suitable for 
one,  View/woodsey, close to beach 
$1390/mo (310)455-8949

Commercial Lease

PRIME SANTA MONICA WALK TO 
OCEAN AND promenade on 6th and 
Santa Monica Blvd. basement for 
rent. Great for architectural office, 
internet start up, or storage,  8000 
square feet $2900Call 
(310)995-5136

Storage Space
SANTA MONICA large garage for rent 
private alley access, $200/mo Arizona & 
Franklin 310-729-5367

SANTA MONICA single garage for rent.  
Vehicle or storage. $175/month. Brenda 
(310)991-2694.

Services

EXPERIENCED HANDYMAN
Specializing in electrical. Plumbing, 

painting and more. Craig 
(310)287-2321 references

GET THE MOST OUT OF YOUR HOUSE

HOME MAKEOVER CONSULTATION
NO JOB TOO SMALL!

DAMAGE REPAIR.
BEDROOM, KITCHEN, BATHROOM REMODEL. 

NEW STUCCO, WINDOWS, ROOM ADDITION, ETC.

CALL CESAR ESPEJO
310-497-0460

GENERAL BUILDING CONTRACTOR
LIC # 947307

TRAINED OPERA SINGER
Will sing at Holiday Parties and all 
parties. Will sing Jolson, Sinatra, Tony 
Bennett, popular songs, will have a 
sing along. Lots of fun. Call Gabe 
310-392-6501 

Services

Handyman

The Handy Hatts
Painting and Decorating Co.

SINCE 1967
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

SPECIALISTS IN ALL 
DAMAGE REPAIR

“EXPERT IN GREEN CONCEPTS”

Free estimates, great referrals

Call Brian @
(310) 927-5120
(310) 915-7907

LIC# 888736
“HOME SWEET HOME”

FULL SERVICE HANDYMAN
FROM A TO Z

Attorney Services

Considering Filing
for Bankruptcy?

“Your Local Santa Monica Attorney”

• Free phone consultation
• Speak to your local 
Santa Monica Attorney

• Get the facts now

A PROFESSIONAL LEGAL CORPORATION

2001 Wilshire Blvd
Santa Monica CA 310 453 8320

www.lawgross.com

Financial
$$$ ACCESS LAWSUIT CASH NOW!!!

As seen on TV, Injury Lawsuit Dragging?
Need $500-$500,000++ within 

24/hrs after
Approval? 

Compare our lower rates.
CALL 1-866-386-3692
www.lawcapital.com

CASH NOW! 
Get cash for your structured settlement 

or annuity payments. 
High payouts. Call J.G. Wentworth. 

1-866-SETTLEMENT (1-866-738-8536). 
Rated A+ by the Better 

Business Bureau.

DBAS
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT FILE 
NUMBER: 20101452880 ORIGINAL FILING This 
statement was filed with the County Clerk of LOS 
ANGELES on 10/12/2010 The following person(s) 
is (are) doing business as CREATIVE LEARNING 
DAYCARE.  The full name of registrant(s) is/are: 
HEIDY P. DIAZ 3040 HAMPTON LANE PALMDALE, 
CALIFORNIA, 93551. This Business is being con-
ducted by:  an Individual. The registrant has not 
yet commenced to transact business under the 
fictitious business name or names listed above. 
/s/:HEIDY P. DIAZ; OWNER.  This statement was 
filed with the County Clerk of LOS ANGELES 
County on 10/12/2010. NOTICE: THIS FICTITIOUS 
BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT EXPIRES FIVE YEARS 
FROM THE DATE IT WAS FILED IN THE OFFICE OF 
THE COUNTY CLERK. A NEW FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT MUST BE FILED PRIOR TO THAT 
DATE. The filing of this statement does not of it-
self authorize the use in this state of a fictitious 
business name statement in violation of the 
rights of another under federal, state, or common 
law (see Section 14411et seq.,Business and Pro-
fessions Code). SANTA MONICA DAILY PRESS to 
publish 11/11/2010, 11/18/2010, 11/25/2010, 
12/02/2010. 

$5.50 A DAY LINER ADS! 
CALL TODAY (310) 458-7737

CHECK US OUT ONLINE
smdp.com/advertising
smdp.com/archives
smdp.com/classifieds
smdp.com/communitylistings
smdp.com/submitevent
smdp.com/contactus
smdp.com/dba
smdp.com/search

ADVERTISE! CALL US (310) 458-7737

A D V E R T I S E !  
CALL US (310) 458-7737

ADVERTISE! CALL US (310) 458-7737
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