
Voters unaffected by
controversial issues,
high profile campaigns
BY ANDREW H. FIXMER
Daily Press staff writer

Renters seemed unconcerned
about local and state affairs earli-
er this week, when they skipped
going to the polls, election docu-
ments reveal.

Proportionally, Santa Monica
voters in precincts consisting of
single-family homes voted in far
greater numbers than those con-
sisting of apartment complexes.

While renters make up more
than 66 percent of Santa Monica’s
population, in some cases
precincts in the city’s wealthiest
neighborhoods of single-family
homes north of Montana Avenue
voted two-times more than
renters predominantly living in
the city’s urban areas.

Traditionally, Santa Monica
homeowners tend to be more
conservative politically and vote
in greater numbers, while renters
tend to be more liberal but often
stay away from the polls, offi-
cials said.

“In gubernatorial races, we
would have expected a higher
Democratic renter turnout,” said
Denny Zane, a veteran of Santa
Monica politics. “Democratic
renters didn’t go to the polls as
much as they did in the past.”

Zane is also co-chair of Santa
Monicans for Renters Rights —
a group that has dominated local
politics for decades — and he ran
the campaign in support of
Measure EE, the school district’s
$300 parcel tax.

Officials said there was a lack
of concern this year by both liber-
als and conservatives over the
outcome of statewide races, par-
ticularly the governor’s race,

which may have failed to pull
voters out even though there were
many contentious local issues.

Voters were said to have been
turned-off by the negative cam-
paigns run by the gubernatorial
candidates and the negative cov-
erage of the race in the media,
officials said.

This year 49 percent of Santa
Monica registered voters went to
the polls, while in typical guber-
natorial elections 60 to 70 per-
cent of residents vote.

However, compared to other
areas of the state, Santa
Monicans voted in higher per-
centages. In Los Angeles

County, 41 percent of those reg-
istered voted, while statewide 45
percent went to the polls.

City Clerk Maria Stewart said
the initial numbers show that
compared to other communities
throughout the state, Santa

Two suspects accused
of killing 19-year-old
woman on beach
BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

Santa Monica police have
arrested and charged two people
with murder for allegedly killing
a young black woman at Santa
Monica Beach less than two
weeks ago.

Kristopher Charles Bean, an
18-year-old black male of Los
Angeles, and a 17-year-old black
female, also of Los Angeles, were
booked on murder charges and
taken into custody Wednesday. 

They are accused of killing
Tiffany Sharene Scott, 19, of Los
Angeles, who was found shot to
death near lifeguard tower No.
20 on Oct. 26 at 10:10 p.m. after
witnesses heard gun shots and
saw two people running away
from the scene. 

The female, whose identity is
not being released because she is
a juvenile, was arrested at the

Santa Monica Police Department
at 7:30 p.m.

“She was here being inter-
viewed by detectives and was
later arrested,” said SMPD Lt.
Frank Fabrega.

Four and a half hours later,
Bean was taken into custody at
his home in the 2200 block of
Hobart Boulevard in Los Angeles
by Santa Monica police. After a
search warrant was served on
Bean, his car and home, he was
arrested at 11:55 p.m. Evidence
was recovered by police, but it’s
unclear what was found.

Bean is being held in the Santa
Monica Jail without bail. The
female was transported Eastlake
Juvenile Hall in Los Angeles.

Scott was found lying in the
sand on Santa Monica Beach
between Bay Street and Hollister
Avenue. Police said Scott had
several gun shot wounds to her
chest and stomach.

Detectives are not releasing a
motive for the killing.

Many pieces of evidence were
recovered at the scene by police.
The next day, a homeless man

recovered an additional bullet.
“Some evidence was recov-

ered by the use of a metal detec-
tor near the lifeguard stand,”
Fabrega said.

Although police are not saying
what led to the arrests, an investi-
gation into Scott’s life led to ques-
tioning of her family and friends. 

“We may not know any of the
suspects, but once you find out
who the victim is and her friends
and who she went out with, that
circle widens and more people
talk,” Fabrega said.

Scott’s murder is the seventh
homicide this year in Santa
Monica. In three of the incidents,
the suspected murderers commit-
ted suicide. Police have arrested
and charged the alleged murder-
ers in all of the other homicides. 

In 2001, there were two homi-
cides in the city. 

Santa Monica detectives are
investigating the crime. Anyone
with information should call the
Santa Monica Robbery/Homicide
Unit at (310) 458-8451 or the
watch commander at (310) 458-
8426.
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TV producer’s wife walks
out of court with only an
unpaid bill

BY DAVE DANFORTH
Daily Press Staff Writer

Candy Spelling’s gamble in
rebuffing a $150,000 settlement
offer over work done on her La
Costa Beach house backfired
Thursday when a Santa Monica
jury sent her home empty-handed.

The jury spent only two hours
delivering a unanimous verdict
after a five-day trial. As an excla-
mation point in their rebuff, jurors
ordered Spelling to pay project
engineer Mel Bilow’s unpaid
$6,419.65 bill. It was Bilow’s bid,
in small claims court, to collect
the bill which preceded Spelling’s
$450,000 lawsuit.

The Spelling name didn’t go
unnoticed in court. Aaron Spelling

is one of a small group of leg-
endary television producers. His
hits include “Charlie’s Angels,”
“Dynasty,” “The Love Boat” and
“Beverly Hills 90210.” At closing
arguments, one attorney said the
suit, if not the wealthy couple, was
about arrogance.

But the Spelling magic evap-
orated in Judge Jacqueline
Connor’s courtroom. One juror
told Spelling’s attorney, Robert

Skunk in the park

Carolyn Sackariason/Daily Press
Skunk the dog keeps his eye on the ball, thrown by his owner Tony
Arias, in Reed Park Wednesday morning.

Santa Monica police arrest
teens suspected of murder

Lukewarm turnout for Santa Monica election

Jurors say no dice to Candy Spelling
See TURNOUT, page 5

See SPELLING, page 5



ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
★★★★★ Bosses appreciate your attitude. If
you’re the boss, you’re well rewarded for your
efficiency and kindness to employees. You will-
ingly hash through an idea into the wee hours.
You know what you want and where you’re
heading. Tonight: A force to reckon with.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
★★★★★ You might be more detached than
usual when dealing with work and communica-
tion. Your graciousness toward an individual
returns in multiples, not that you expected any-
thing. A conversation helps you understand
someone better. Tonight: Accept an invitation.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★★★ Extend yourself to an associate or close
friend. What might be easy for you could be diffi-
cult for someone else. Loosen up with your deal-
ings. Add more zip to your life by doing some-
thing totally different. Others admire your forth-
rightness. Tonight: Indulge your favorite person.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
★★★★★ Others seek you out. Separate business
from your personal life. You find the urge to mix
the two very high. What might work in the next
24 hours could prove to be a problem later on. Be
smart. A meeting turns into a brainstorming ses-
sion. Tonight: Roll with a friend’s ideas.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
★★★★ Concentrate, but take time once in a
while to enjoy those around you. You charge
through work, especially if you allow a little
socializing in. Take your time making plans. Be
honest with yourself. You might want to do noth-
ing for a few days. Tonight: At home.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
★★★★★ If you don’t feel like working, find a
fellow Virgo or maybe a Capricorn or Taurus.
Many of you would prefer to let go and enjoy
more of your life. Cut out of work early, if possi-
ble. You deserve some extra personal time, con-
sidering how diligent you normally are. Tonight:
Show off Virgo’s lively personality.

HOROSCOPE

JACQUELINE BIGAR'S STARS

The stars show the kind of day you'll have: 

★★★★★ -Dynamic  ★★★★ -Positive  ★★★ -Average  
★★ -So-so  ★ -Difficult

Sleep like a baby tonight, Aquarius

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
★★★ Your family wants your attention, and you
want to give it to them. Good feelings flow in
your present domestic environment. You decide to
splurge a little on family members. Don’t assume
that just because you want something, someone
else does, too. Tonight: Put your feet up. Enjoy.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
★★★★★ Others seek you out. Though you usu-
ally express your opinions, clearly right now
someone else wants to hear what’s on your mind.
Speak as though you have a willing and receptive
audience. Realize more of what you want.
Tonight: Treat a friend.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
★★★★ Someone shares a secret. If you’re
smart, you won’t act on it, nor will you share it.
The time for disclosure will arrive before you
know it. Do some reading on different financial
options, whether it is CDs or investments. Trust
your decisions. Tonight: Shop on your way home.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
★★★★★ You have a way of stating opinions in
which everyone agrees. You also don’t have a
problem if someone else decides your idea is his
or hers. Flow. Significant events and discussions
occur in a meeting. Don’t miss it. Tonight: Ask
for what you want.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
★★★ Assume a low profile, and you will be far
more comfortable. Others share much more as a
result. Sometimes playing your cards close to
your chest proves to be fruitful, even if that isn’t
in your nature. Choose your words with care.
Tonight: Sleep like a baby.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
★★★★★ Meetings and groups pave the way to
success. Realize more of what you want from
those you work and deal with. Explaining a con-
cept might need to be done with visual or more
concrete descriptions. Discuss what you need.
Tonight: Join the gang
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“The object of war is not to die for your country
but to make the other bastard die for his.”

— Brendan Behan

QUOTE of the DAY
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Surf is in for a boom this weekend, but unfortunately conditions
will be less than ideal, as rain causes concern of pollution and winds
hurt shape.

Surf remains strong today and Saturday, as building west-northwest
swell hits Southern California hard. Northern spots see waist- to shoul-
der-high waves, some better head-high sets on good tides, while spots
in the south of L.A. County go off. 

Expect head-high to over-head sets at El Porto.
Again, this surge in surf will likely be spoiled by poor weather con-

ditions, wind and rain making surf dirty and choppy for the most part.
Winds are expected to mellow Sunday, but rain will likely persist.
If paddling out, check for updated beach advisories on http://lapub-

lichealth.org/beach/.

Information compiled by Jesse Haley

The Surf Report is sponsored by:

Today’s 
Tides:

High- 12:11 a.m. 3.66’
Low- 4:36 a.m. 2.52’
High- 10:48 a.m. 5.83’
Low- 6:37 p.m. -0.41’
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Today’s Special: Store Hours:

Location Friday Saturday Sunday Water Quality
County Line 3-5’/Fair 4-5’/Fair 3-4’/Fair B
Zuma 3-5’/Fair 4-5’/Fair 3-4’/Fair B
Surfrider 1-2’/Poor 2-3’/Poor 2-3’/Poor B-C
Topanga 1-2’/Fair 2-3’/Fair 2-3’/Fair B
Breakwater 3-5’/Poor 4-5’/Poor 3-4’/Fair C
El Porto 4-5’/Poor 4-5’/Poor 3-5’/Fair B-C

By Daily Press staff

A 24-hour adventure race that starts
and finishes in Santa Monica next week-
end will test the physical and mental
endurance of the world’s top racers.

On Nov. 16, the fifth and final stop of
the 2002 Balance Bar 24-Hour Adventure
will land in the 1550 beach lot just north
of the Santa Monica Pier, which is the
main site of the event. The race will start
and finish near the pier and be the site of
a festival for spectators that will feature
clinics and games, as well as ongoing race
commentary and updates.

The decisive adventure race is already
a sellout with 100 teams preparing for the

final competition. Team SoBe, winners of
two of the previous four stops on the tour,
lead the standings with 380 points. In sec-
ond place, 108 points behind Team SoBe,
is Team Balance Bar. The third place team
is Team Oxydol.

The adventure race includes mountain
biking, trekking, kayaking, ropes and nav-
igation. The 82-mile course will be laid
out across the Santa Monica Mountains
and includes 43 miles of mountain biking,
10,000 feet of climbing, 24 miles of
trekking and 15 miles of kayaking in the
Pacific Ocean.

A highly technical ropes course will be
set up in Malibu Creek State Park, which is

full of unique and dramatic rock formations. 
The race already has made stops in

Phoenix, Hood River, Ore., Boston and New
York. Winners receive $15,000 per event,
and the race offers a total purse of $110,000.
The entry fee for each team is $750.

The adventure races will be televised on
the Outdoor Life Network in one-hour fea-
ture presentations. Upcoming broadcast
airings include the Boston race on Dec. 4 at
7 p.m.; New York on Dec. 11 at 7 p.m. and
the Santa Monica race on Dec. 18 at 7 p.m.

24 hours of racing
comes to Santa Monica

CrimeWatch
Gas station in Pico robbed
By Daily Press staff

■ A Santa Monica gas station attendant was robbed at gunpoint on Sunday, Oct. 27.
At 5:05 p.m., a man entered the UNOCAL in the 1900 block of Pico Boulevard

and ordered a pack of cigarettes. He struck up a conversation with the employee,
then pulled out a handgun and demanded the money from the cash register.

The employee handed over the cash, and the suspect dashed out the front door
and jumped into a waiting vehicle.  A second man drove the getaway car.

The man with the gun is described as male, 20 years old, six feet tall, 200 pounds
and was wearing a black sweatshirt and dark pants.

The driver is a black man in his 20s.
The getaway car is a mid-1990s, white Ford Taurus.
The loss is an undetermined amount of money.

■ Santa Monica police arrested Norman Vancooper after watching him alleged-
ly try to steal a beer on Oct. 22.

At 12:25 p.m., the victim was in a parking lot in the 1700 block of Pico
Boulevard drinking a beer he just bought. Vancooper walked over and threatened to
punch the victim if he didn’t hand over the beer.

A Santa Monica police officer was cruising past, witnessed the event and gave
chase to Vancooper.

Vancooper, a 45-year-old resident of Santa Monica, was arrested for strong-arm
robbery and parole violation.

■ A woman was robbed in the private parking structure at the 500 block of Santa
Monica Boulevard on Oct. 21.

The woman was exiting her car at 5:45 a.m. when a man approached her and
demanded money. She handed over her cash, and the suspect took off on foot.

The assailant is described as a black male, in his mid to late 20s, five feet and
eight inches tall, 180 pounds and was wearing a red ski cap and gray sweatshirt.

With any information regarding these crimes, call the Santa Monica Police
Department’s robbery/homicide unit at (310) 458-8451.

Good thing you recycle 
your paper ... Chances are

you’re reading it again.

Santa Monica Daily Press
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Election Day has come and gone.
Council members Kevin McKeown and
Pam O’Connor can breathe a sigh of
relief. They won second and third terms,
respectively. 

The big surprise was Bob Holbrook’s
victory. Rumors of Holbrook’s political
demise were premature. After the Police
Officers’ Association and firefighter’s
union refused to endorse him, observers
thought Holbrook’s political career was
over. 

Holbrook even weathered a somewhat
incoherent but vicious campaign by the
P.O.A. that claimed he was anti-police and
a second smear campaign by Santa
Monicans for Renters Rights, who falsely
said he “repeatedly sides with hotel and
developer interests — not with residents.” 

It looks like councilmen Richard
Bloom, Ken Genser and Mike Feinstein
contributed to SMRR-endorsed Abby
Arnold’s defeat when they put out a city-
wide flyer Sunday night that stated, “She

has opposed SMRR’s efforts to preserve
housing and protect tenants.” That move
probably cost Arnold enough votes that it
enabled Holbrook to slip ahead for re-
election to a fourth term. 

Measure JJ, the living wage ordinance,
went down in defeat — barely. Aggressive
pro-JJ supporters outside the polls turned
off many voters. This time, I heard many
neighbors say the whole thing was “none
of my business” and was “between the
hotels and their employees.”

Measure HH (VERITAS) seemed to be
destined to failure from the get-go. The
voter reform measure was long, compli-
cated and unwieldy. It was too easy to
pick out something about it not to like.
Although its author, Paul DeSantis,
worked feverishly to get it approved, at
times it seemed that he was one of a very
few people for it. 

Another surprise had to do with the
failure of school supporters to pass a $300
parcel tax increase. While I’m sure the
school and Measure EE supporters think
this is a disaster, it’s really a “Phoenix ris-
ing” opportunity.

With the possibility of a special elec-
tion coming as early as next March,
there’s time for district supporters to
regroup and present a “good” school tax
proposal to the voters. I hope they don’t

do what school board president Julia
Brownley did and tell a bunch of school
supporters at a recent political fundraiser
that “we'll put it right back on the ballot
until it passes.” 

Last June, the district ad hoc advisory
committee was advised that $300 was
more than was really needed. Even life-
long learning advocate Louise Jaffe
warned, “Older people will choke (on
$300),” according to press reports. They
and the school board also ignored a sug-
gestion for a low-income exemption.
Bottom line: A $300 increase was too
much for a lot of people to swallow and
that’s why EE went down. 

Some voters had issues with district
management and the arrogance of those
advising and supervising the district. It
didn’t help that EE supporters were
spending over $160,000 — compared to
the “No on EE” group’s $700 outlay. 

School board member-elect Shane
McLoud, who seems to have more com-
mon sense than the rest of the board put
together, said it best when he told the
Daily Press, Nov. 6, 2002, that we need to
look at why this didn’t work and why the
community rejected it. 

We all want what’s best for the schools,
so how about a parcel tax that’s fair and

distributes the tax burden more evenly?
How about one that taxes big property
owners more than little ones, and gives
low-income property owners and those on
fixed incomes a break? 

How about wording that guarantees
certain percentages of money raised will
go to arts, sciences, music and other class-
room disciplines? How about calling out
specific financial oversight measures?

And there’s more ways to raise money
than to just keep taxing residents and
property owners. How about the school
board president and board members going
to the hotels and other big money busi-
nesses and asking them to endow a chair
in the music or arts department, for exam-
ple, instead of demanding they pay entry-
level workers more money or to unionize?  

Shouldn’t the city dig deeper and pro-
vide more funding as well as assist in
obtaining grants for our kids instead of
spending tax money on social engineering
and pet causes?

This is a great opportunity for our
schools to excel, but will school leadership
and school supporters rise to the occasion?
They better. Our future depends on it.

Bill Bauer is a 25-year resident and a
freelance writer.

Election surprises and many lessons to be learned
AS I SEE IT

By Bill Bauer

“Home of L.A.’s Most Famous
English High Tea”

Since 1986

Open 7 Days — 11a.m. to 6 p.m.
ZAGAT’S 2001 AWARD OF DISTINCTION

355 S. Robertson Blvd.
Beverly Hills

(310) 652-0624
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Monica voters still go to the polls in great
numbers.

“Santa Monica is consistent with a
high turnout, and it did so again in this
election,” she said.

But residents in some areas stayed
home in far greater numbers than others.
One polling station on Second Street
recorded a 12.5 percent turnout, while the
station at City Hall recorded a 28.5 per-
cent turnout and another polling place on
Second Street had 28.9 percent of its vot-
ers come out.

Meanwhile, a polling station at Marine
Park — an area of single-family homes —
had the highest turnout with a 55.8 per-
cent of voters assigned to the precinct
casting their ballot. The next two
precincts with the highest participation
were located north of Montana Avenue,
and those each had a 52 percent turnout.

Zane said if Santa Monica’s renters
had turned out, the results of the election
would have been much different.

“I think if you would have a had a
more normal turnout of Democratic
renters, you would have had (Measure) JJ
passing, (city council candidate Abby)
Arnold winning and potentially EE pass-
ing as well,” he said. “(Measure) EE
needed to make up more ground that the
other two, but its chances would have

been significantly improved.”
Instead Measure JJ — the “living

wage” — was turned back by a margin of
745 votes, Arnold lost by 158 votes, and
Measure EE fell 868 votes short of the
two-thirds majority it needed to pass.

Chapman, “It was a tough case for you.
We felt sorry for you.” They faulted
Chapman for neglecting to get expert tes-
timony to back up Spelling’s central
claim: that the air conditioning ducts,
located beneath the 9,000 square-foot
beachfront home, were improperly
exposed to waves and sand.

Instead, attorneys for Bilow and other
defendants said Spelling simply decided
she wanted a stronger system, and tried to
pin the $200,000-plus bill for replacing it
out on the contractors.

Jurors also said after the verdict that
even had they found fault with the instal-
lation, Spelling’s testimony about the lost
rental value of the home didn’t carry
water because no real estate professional
backed it.

Spelling technically acts as the trustee
for a pair of Spelling trusts that own the
home.

The attorneys in the suit agreed with
Judge Connor that jurors should hear no
arguments about the Spellings’ wealth. But
that didn’t stop one of them, Ted Lee, from
asserting that the case was about “arro-
gance” instead. At closing argument, Lee
scrawled the name “Spelling” on a display
board, and then converted the “S” to “$.”

Because of the reference to the wealthy,
Chapman was allowed to rebut it by
asserting that in court everyone is equal. 

Another close call came when an attor-
ney faulted Spelling for suing over a sys-
tem which had never broken down.
“You’re talking about movie industry peo-
ple here,” he told the jury. “Did they bring

one film strip showing gaping holes?”
Indeed, the lack of damages played a

central role in the jury’s quick decision.
Chapman had argued for Spelling that a

homeowner shouldn’t have to wait for an
oceanfront storm to prove damages. But
one of the jurors noted that engineer
Bilow hadn’t considered the waves
because they aren’t even big enough to
attract surfers on that stretch of beach.

The jurors were also perplexed when
the judge issued an instruction that they
weren’t to consider the “performance” of
the system at issue, as Spelling had origi-
nally argued. One of the defendants,
architect Art Torres, settled with Spelling
before the case, removing performance as
an issue. Instead, Chapman urged jurors
not to make Candy Spelling pay twice for
a system which wasn’t properly designed.

“There was no evidence that there was
anything wrong with that system,” a juror
said after the verdict.

Renters out-numbered by
homeowners at the polls
TURNOUT, from page 1

SPELLING, from page 1

Air-conditioning system was
not proven to be defective

“You’re talking about
movie industry people

here. Did they bring 
one film strip showing

gaping holes?”

— DEFENSE ATTORNEY

Carolyn Sackariason/Daily Press
A get out the vote flip chart, which was
used to brief living wage canvassers,
sits by a trash can at campaign head-
quarters Wednesday.
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BY ALEXA H. BLUTH
Associated Press Writer

LOS ANGELES — Governors of the
nation’s most populous states are often
mentioned as potential presidential candi-
dates, and California’s Democratic Gov.
Gray Davis was no different after his
overwhelming election victory in 1998.

But Davis was barely returned to office
Tuesday, and the prospect of more tough
times in California have led some politi-
cal analysts to conclude the governor’s
national star is now descending along
with his popularity at home.

“It’s not a pretty sight,” said Mark
DiCamillo of the San Francisco-based
Field Poll. “For his own political standing,
it only looks like the clouds are darkening.”

Ironically, the person generating the most
national buzz from California a day after
Tuesday’s election was not Davis, but actor
Arnold Schwarzenegger — a Republican
who led a successful drive for an after-
school programs ballot measure and has
toyed with running for governor in 2006.

Schwarzenegger denied Tuesday that
he was positioning himself for a guberna-
torial race and, in any case, Republican
strategists said he wouldn’t be a shoo-in
for their party’s nomination because of his
moderate positions on social issues.

Davis, a career politician, was elected
governor by a 20-point margin in 1998,
taking control of a state with a booming
economy and a treasury brimming with
cash. He doled out dollars for popular
projects like school improvements, cut
taxes and enjoyed high popularity marks.

But then the economy slowed, the state
was hit with a costly energy shortage, and
when the time came to stand for re-elec-
tion the treasury surplus had turned into a
$23.6 billion budget shortfall.

What followed was an ugly, mudsling-
ing campaign with Republican business-
man and political rookie Bill Simon that
Davis won with only 47 percent of the
vote to Simon’s 42 percent. Four other rel-
atively unknown candidates split the rest.

Davis now heads into his second term
facing a budget deficit that is expected to
exceed $10 billion. He may have to raise
taxes and cut popular programs while
attempting to tackle issues that matter to
voters, including rapidly rising home
prices, overcrowded schools and worsen-
ing traffic jams.

He must also work with a Democrat-
controlled Legislature that has been luke-
warm in its support. Democrats also failed
to capture the two-thirds majority needed
to easily enact budget remedies, including
tax increases, that Republicans have rou-
tinely blocked by withholding votes.

“The degree to which the governor is
able to work with the new Legislature to
overcome what are enormous structural
problems in the budget is the degree to
which he will be successful in his second
term,” said outgoing Assemblyman Fred
Keeley, D-Boulder Creek.

Davis waged one of the most expen-
sive non-presidential races in history,
spending more than $68 million to mount
an unrelenting advertising assault on
Simon, the millionaire son of the late
William Simon, treasury secretary to
Presidents Ford and Nixon.

Simon, who had never run for public
office before and had failed to vote in sev-
eral elections, spent much of his time on
the defensive over a series of campaign
blunders. As a result, he failed to capital-
ize on voters’ dislike for Davis.

During the campaign, Davis said
repeatedly he had no plans to run for
another office during the next four years,
leading to some speculation he may be
looking ahead to a U.S. Senate run in
2006 when his term as governor is ending.

His unquestioned ability at raising
huge amounts of campaign cash also has
some experts speculating that he could
seek a behind-the-scenes political role.

“You could stick him in the back room
and he could raise the money, and then
you could find somebody a little more
appealing to put at the front of the ticket,”
said Bruce Cain, a University of
California, Berkeley, political scientist.

But others speculate Davis is simply
looking now to repair his legacy as governor.

“The fact of the matter is his standing
with the public is at a historic low, and if
you look at the near term future you real-
ly see no opportunities for him to revise
that standing any time soon,” said the
Field Poll’s DiCamillo.

Tough election could
mean rough times
ahead for Gray Davis

Damian Dovarganes/Associated Press
California Democratic Gov. Gray Davis
holds his ear as he listens to a ques-
tion from a reporter on Wednesday at
a news conference held at a hotel in
the Century City area of Los Angeles.
Davis won a second term in office
Tuesday with a surprisingly low mar-
gin of victory.
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BY PAUL WILBORN
Associated Press Writer

LOS ANGELES — Campaigns to carve two new
cities from Los Angeles lost because not enough voters
believed the proposed municipalities would be able to cut
taxes and provide better services, according to Mayor
James Hahn.

“The secessionists never delivered a coherent vision
of what they were trying to achieve,” Hahn said
Wednesday of the breakaway efforts in the San Fernando
Valley and Hollywood.

In the aftermath of the breakaway effort’s failure, the
opinions of some San Fernando Valley residents seemed
to bear that opinion out.

Chris Pechin said he voted against secession because
he never saw clear evidence the sprawling valley where
he lives was getting less attention from city leaders than
other areas.

And Todd Wilson, another valley resident who voted
against secession, said changing governments wasn’t the
answer.

“If the valley is not getting its share of money I think hav-
ing a valley city would not change anything,” Wilson said.

During the campaign, leaders of the movement to carve
separate cities out of the valley and Hollywood accused
Los Angeles officials of trying to make up for years of neg-
lect by lavishing the regions with asphalt and attention.

Potholes were paved, streets were cleaned and Hahn,
as well as other City Council members, made almost
daily appearances in both areas.

“It’s not just an election ploy,” said Hahn, who prom-
ised that the improved services are “here to stay.” He also
said he would meet with secession leaders from both
areas next month.

Had secessionists prevailed in Tuesday’s election, the
sprawling San Fernando Valley, with more than 1.3 mil-
lion residents scattered across 270 square miles, would
have rivaled Phoenix as the nation’s sixth-largest city.
The shrunken Los Angeles, without its famous

Hollywood sign, would have dropped from second to
third place, behind New York and Chicago.

The breakup efforts were prompted largely by secession
leaders’ dissatisfaction with their share of city services.

The valley measure barely won on its home turf with
51 percent of the vote but was defeated 67 percent to 33
percent citywide. The Hollywood initiative was soundly
defeated, even in the area that would have become a sep-
arate Hollywood city.

To pass, the initiatives needed to win a majority of votes
in both the proposed new city and the city as a whole.

Valley secession leaders, buoyed by the fact they won
a small victory on their home turf, said Wednesday they
would consider a number of options over the next few
weeks to keep their campaign alive. Those could include
pursuing a lawsuit to challenge the election results or
supporting a plan to create a New York-style borough
system that would give the valley more autonomy.

L.A. mayor sees secession failure as vote of confidence

By The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — The head of
a film agency trying to lure movie
and television productions to
Southern California conspired to
funnel more than $46,000 with a
Pittsburgh film commissioner, court
documents show.

An affidavit released in Pittsburgh
earlier this week alleges that Cody
Cluff, head of the Entertainment
Industry Development Corp., lacked
authority to give agency funds to the
Pittsburgh Film Office and a nation-
al film advocacy group called
FilmUS, both of which are headed
by Dawn Keezer.

Cluff is acting secretary of
FilmUS, a group of 196 state and
local film commissioners organized
to stem the flow of film production
from the U.S.

The document alleges that Cluff

and Keezer worked together to mis-
appropriate $46,834 in funds. It also
shows that Cluff once sent flowers to
Keezer and wrote a love letter to her.

The 20-page document, prepared by
the Los Angeles County district attor-
ney’s office, also cited a $1,489 bill
paid for by the EIDC for a “Mr. and
Mrs. Cody and Dawn Cluff” in 2000.

Los Angeles City Councilman
Dennis Zine, who resigned from the
EIDC board recently, called the new
allegations “embarrassing” to elect-
ed officials.

“The more we learn, the more
twisted the operation of Cody Cluff
and the EIDC seems to be,” he said.
“It creates greater suspicion about
the alleged misappropriation of
funds, whether it’s public or private.”

A probe into the possible misuse
of public funds by EIDC officials is
underway. Los Angeles investigator
served a warrant Tuesday in

Pittsburgh because the film office
there had received $20,000 in dona-
tions from EIDC.

Cluff’s attorney, Tom Brown, said
that his client had done nothing
wrong. Brown said the relationship
between Keezer and Cluff “diverts
attention from the real issue.”

“It just doesn’t have anything to do
with what could or could not have been
done with the funds,” Brown said.

EIDC, which coordinates the issu-
ing of film permits in Los Angeles
County, spent as much as $25,000 on
legal fees and tax preparation to set
up and incorporate FilmUS.
Investigators said money directed to
the Pittsburgh Film Office and
FilmUS by Cluff was a misuse of
public funds because the EIDC is
public and was not organized to cre-
ate other businesses in California or
in other states.

Los Angeles film agency head allegedly
mishandled funds with Pittsburgh office
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BY STEVE GIEGERICH
AP Education Writer

An international student group started
a campaign that urges shoppers to avoid
Gap clothing stores this holiday season by
placing ads Thursday in newspapers at
several leading universities.

The United Students Against
Sweatshops said it is acting in response to
anti-union activity at factories manufac-
turing Gap products in El Salvador and
South Africa.

Ben McKean, the group’s spokesman,
said Gap suppliers in those two countries
have used physical harassment, termina-
tion and blacklisting to impede organizing
efforts.

“It’s hard enough to organize unions in
a lot of these countries,” McKean said.
“For management to take such a hard line
is really unacceptable.”

He called the group’s action a two-
month “holiday campaign” meant to con-
vey a message from the foreign factory
workers to the American public. McKean
said the effort is not a boycott, which he

characterized as a movement that contin-
ues indefinitely.

The organization will assess the effec-
tiveness of the campaign early in the new
year to determine if it will continue,
McKean said.

A Gap spokeswoman declined com-
ment, referring to a section of the compa-
ny Web site on “ethical sourcing,” where
the retailer pledges to promote fair treat-
ment for workers by the vendors who
make Gap clothing.

“All of us at Gap Inc. want factory
workers to be treated with dignity and
respect,” a statement on the site says.

The anti-Gap campaign is starting with
advertisements in five college newspa-
pers, including those at Harvard
University, the University of Arizona and
the University of Michigan. The USAS
plans to put ads in at least 12 other student
papers and protest at Gap outlets.

Started in 1997, the United Students
Against Sweatshops has worked to sepa-
rate colleges and universities from
nonunion production of clothing sold in
the $3-billion college apparel industry.

Student group urges shoppers
to avoid Gap during holidays

BY FOSTER KLUG
Associated Press Writer

TOWSON, Md. — A judge on
Thursday ordered the release of a
Baltimore man who has spent 20 years in
prison for a rape that DNA tests show he
didn’t commit.

“I’m just happy to be out,” said
Bernard Webster, now 40, waving to
reporters as he walked out of Circuit
Court for Baltimore County a free man.
He declined to say more.

Circuit Judge Christian Kahl ordered
him freed at a hearing earlier in the day.
“There’s nothing that anyone can say to
justify what happened in this case,” Kahl
told Webster. “Justice moves slow at
times, and in your case, it moved very,
very slow.”

Webster was 19 when a 47-year-old
teacher identified him as the man who
broke into her Towson home and raped
her in 1982.

Even before Thursday’s ruling,
Webster had been set for release in
February. He wasn’t entitled to compen-
sation from the state for his time in prison,
his lawyers said, and he is without a fam-
ily, job or home.

Public defender Stephen Harris said
Webster may be able to live with a foster
sister, but she has not seen him for 20
years, Harris said.

“To go in at 19 with a 10th-grade edu-
cation and then compound that with 20
years in prison — it’s unfathomable. I
don’t see how you deal with this as a per-
son,” Harris said.

Webster was the third person in
Maryland and the 115th nationwide to
have a conviction overturned by DNA
evidence, according to the nonprofit
Innocence Project in New York City.

The victim told The (Baltimore) Sun
on Wednesday that she was upset by the
turn in the case.

“You can’t imagine it, you just can’t,”
she said.

Webster became a suspect because

police had arrested him in Towson months
earlier in the theft of a pocketbook,
according to court papers.

At trial, defense attorneys presented
two witnesses who said they saw Webster
playing basketball that day miles away
from the rape scene. But two workers at
the victim’s apartment complex said they
had seen Webster around the building that
day, and the victim picked Webster out of
a photo lineup.

Webster maintained his innocence, and
the public defender’s office took another
look at his case as part of a project to see
if new DNA tests could exonerate any
prisoners.

DNA evidence taken from the victim
hours after the attack was tested, and results
sent to the defender’s office last month
showed the semen wasn’t Webster’s. Last
week, the prosecutors’ office got the same
results from its own testing.

The judge overturned Webster’s con-
viction and granted him a new trial, but
prosecutors said they would not pursue
the case.

“We didn’t have this technology 20 years
ago,” said John Cox, an assistant state’s
attorney. “Our intention has always been to
seek justice, and once this came to our atten-
tion, we moved as fast as we could.”

Baltimore inmate walks free
after two decades in prison

“Our intention has always
been to seek justice, and

once this came to our
attention, we moved as

fast as we could.”

— JOHN COX
Maryland assistant state attorney
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BY WILL LESTER
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — This year’s
midterm congressional election appar-
ently attracted more voters than the last
one, in 1998, according to a survey on
voter turnout.

Curtis Gans, director of the independ-
ent Committee for the Study of the
American Electorate, estimated Tuesday’s
turnout at 78.5 million, more than 39 per-
cent of voting-age citizens.

In the 1998 elections, the figure was
37.6 percent — the lowest midterm
turnout since 1942.

Twenty-eight states had higher
turnouts this year and 22 states and the
District of Columbia had lower turnouts,
according to the survey.

“A lot of it was the intensity of compe-
tition,” Gans said Wednesday. “The great-
est increases were in the states with the
most intense competition.”

Democrats had hoped to build on their
success in getting out the vote in the last
election, while the GOP tried to emulate the
success of Democrats and organized labor.

Republican House candidates got more
votes than Democrats, the survey found.

“This has happened in the last three
midterms,” he said. “The Democratic
Party has been losing allegiance on a
steady basis.”

Gans said Florida’s turnout was at least
6 percentage points higher than in 1998
because of Democrat Bill McBride’s chal-
lenge to Republican Gov. Jeb Bush, for
whom the governor’s brother, President
Bush, campaigned extensively.

Among the highest turnouts, according
to preliminary figures, were Minnesota,
with 61.4 percent; South Dakota, with 61.3
percent; and New Hampshire, with 48.7
percent. All three had tight Senate races.

Turnout rose 6 percentage points in
Missouri because of another close contest
for the Senate and 5 percentage points in
Massachusetts because of a hard-fought
governor’s race, he said.

More voters also went to the polls in
Tennessee, Oklahoma and Delaware,
Gans said, but that may be because the
last midterm election had no major issues
or contests.

Voter turnout up a little
from last midterm elections

By The Associated Press

HACKENSACK, N.J. — Filmmaker
and reputed mobster Daniel Provenzano
pleaded guilty to racketeering charges,
ending a three-year legal battle.

In the plea entered Wednesday,
Provenzano admitted to four incidents of
assault and threats to extort money,
including having an underling break the
thumb of a salesman accused of stealing
$9,000 from his printing company and
storming the office of a businessman who
he said wouldn’t pay a $181,000 bill.

Provenzano, 39, maintained he was a
legitimate businessman trying to collect
on genuine debts.

Provenzano, a nephew of reputed
Genovese crime family associate Anthony
Provenzano, has produced and acted in hor-
ror movies. He wrote, directed and starred
in “This Thing of Ours,” a movie about the
nephew of a mob boss who runs a scheme
to steal millions. He denies he is a mobster.

Prosecutors plan to seek a 15-year

prison term at sentencing Feb. 28. He
could have faced more than 200 years if
convicted on all counts against him.

Provenzano was among nine people
named in a 1999 indictment accusing
them of using beatings, kidnapping and
murder threats to extort $1.5 million from
a dozen victims. He pleaded guilty to one
count each of racketeering and of failing
to file a state income tax return for not
declaring more than $800,000, Criminal
Justice spokesman John Hagerty said.

He admitted in court to ordering an
employee to break the thumb of the sales-
man who was accused of theft.

“I told him that if he intended to keep
his employment, I would have to break
his thumb,” Provenzano said. “I didn’t
want to set the standard that somebody
could steal from my company.”

He said he ordered another man to
drive the salesman to a hospital and break
the man’s thumb outside the emergency
room, and to pick up the salesman after he
was treated.

Mobster, filmmaker pleads
guilty to racketeering charges

By The Associated Press

MIAMI — The owner of a Florida caviar
company was sentenced to more than three
years in prison for smuggling more beluga
caviar out of Russia in 1999 than the
nation’s entire export quota for the year.

Viktor Tsimbal, president of Beluga
Caviar Inc., pleaded guilty in August to con-
spiracy, smuggling and money laundering.

The prized sturgeon fish eggs are pro-
tected under 1998 treaty restrictions.

“The caviar trade is rife with corrup-
tion, and this is having a devastating
impact on the future of this species of pre-
historic origin,” said Tom Sansonetti, an
assistant U.S. attorney general for envi-

ronmental resources.
Top caviar can retail for more than

$1,000 a pound in the United States.
As part of his sentence Wednesday,

Tsimbal, a 42-year-old Russian, forfeited
$36,000 that he was carrying when he was
arrested at the Miami airport.

More than $860,000 worth of caviar and
false labels for an unprotected species were
also confiscated as part of the investigation.

Tsimbal paid smugglers $500 plus air-
line tickets and hotel expenses to carry
luggage filled with black-market caviar
through Poland to Miami.

Nine people tied to caviar smuggling
have been sentenced to prison in Miami
federal court in the past two years.

Miami caviar company owner
gets 3 years for smuggling
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BY DAVID ESPO
AP Special Correspondent

WASHINGTON — Two House veter-
ans, Reps. Nancy Pelosi and Martin Frost,
jumped into a race for Democratic leader
on Thursday, and the jabbing began at
once over the future of a party reeling
from midterm election losses.

“I think that her politics are to the left,
and I think that the party, to be successful,
must speak to the broad center of the
country,” said Frost, a Texan whose rival
represents most of San Francisco.

Pelosi, currently the second-ranking
member of the leadership, made no public
comments during the day. Her office did
not immediately return calls for a
response to Frost’s remarks.

The two began their race as the party’s
leader, Rep. Richard Gephardt of
Missouri, told members of the rank-and-
file he would not seek another term in the
job he has held for eight years.

Democrats “need a leader for the next
two years who can devote his or her undi-
vided attention to putting our party back
in the majority,” Gephardt said.

“It’s time for me personally to take a
different direction ... and take on this pres-
ident and the Republican Party from a dif-
ferent vantage point,” he added in remarks
pointing toward a possible campaign for
the White House in 2004.

While Pelosi, 62, and Frost, 60, have
served side by side for years, they have
charted different courses in the House,
and have taken different positions on
recent high-profile issues.

Pelosi, who is her party’s senior mem-
ber on the intelligence committee, voted
against legislation that authorized
President Bush to use force against
Saddam Hussein in Iraq. Frost supported it.

Frost, a former party campaign chair-
man, was a late, reluctant recruit to the
battle for legislation to reduce the role of
money in politics, expressing concern
about the impact of the law on the party’s
ability to compete for funds with
Republicans. One of Pelosi’s first suc-

cesses as party whip was to round up
enough votes to pass the measure.

On another key issue this year, though,
the leadership rivals both voted against
legislation strengthening Bush’s ability to
negotiate international trade deals.

Several party aides said Pelosi, who
won an eighth term from her California
district this week, begins the leadership
race as the favorite.

She prevailed a year ago in a competi-
tion to become the party’s whip, and rep-
resents a state that will have 33
Democrats in the House next year.

Additionally, Pelosi is likely to begin
with the support of many Democratic lib-
erals, and of several Democratic women,

as she bids to become the first female
leader of either party in either house of
Congress.

Frost was elected from his Dallas-area
district for a 13th term on Tuesday. In
addition to his current leadership post, he
was in charge of the party’s redistricting
effort over the past two years. He served
two terms as chairman of the Democratic
campaign organization. And while
Democrats failed to capture the House in
those elections, he noted at his news con-
ference that they gained seats both times.

Party aides said his base in the leader-
ship election would include fellow
Texans, as well as moderate lawmakers
from Southern and Western districts

where Pelosi’s brand of liberalism would
not be so well received.

Officials said roughly 207 Democrats
would be eligible to vote in the leadership
election next week, with the precise number
dependent on a few races still unsettled. A
simple majority will be enough for victory.

The Democrats, who lost seats this
week, will be installing new leaders in the
top leadership jobs for the first time since
the party was thrust into the minority
eight years ago.

Rep. Steny Hoyer of Maryland is in
line to become whip, little more than a
year after Pelosi defeated him for the job.

Two lawmakers are vying for Frost’s
current position as head of the caucus,
Frank Menendez of New Jersey and Rosa
DeLauro of Connecticut.

But Gephardt’s successor will serves as
the public face of the party in the House,
as its primary legislative tactician and its
fund-raiser-in-chief for the 2004 elections.

Pelosi’s office has sought over the past
two days to minimize the talk of an ideo-
logical divide. But Frost sought insistent-
ly to cast the election as the choice
between a liberal with limited national
appeal and a moderate with a message
that can be effective nationally.

“Al Gore carried only 200 of the 435
congressional districts in the last election,”
he said. “There are districts that Bush car-
ried that we will have to carry if we’re to
be the majority part, and we can only do
that if we speak broadly from the center of
the political spectrum in this country.”

Democrats fared poorly Tuesday in
many of the races in Southern and
Western districts where the battle for
House control was settled, and even some
incumbents were held to relatively small
re-election majorities.

Asked whether he thought any
Democrats would switch parties if Pelosi
were elected leader, Frost said, “I’m not
going to suggest that anyone’s going to
bolt the party over the election.”

Reeling Democrats now divided over new House leader

Associated Press
House Minority Leader Richard Gephardt of Mo. gestures during an interview in
his Capitol Hill office on Thursday. Two veteran Democrats plunged into a race
for House Democratic leader on Thursday as Gephardt announced plans to step
aside, two days after the party was jolted by a Republican dominated election.
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BY EDITH M. LEDERER
Associated Press Writer

UNITED NATIONS — The United States and France
reached agreement Thursday on a new Security Council
resolution on Iraq, removing a key hurdle toward passage of
the U.S.-drafted plan for tough new weapons inspections.

French diplomats said the compromise was reached
through negotiations at the United Nations and in tele-
phone calls between President Bush and French
President Jacques Chirac over the last day.

According to French diplomats, the United States agreed
to change wording in a key provision that would declare
Iraq in “material breach” of its U.N. obligations. The
change addresses French and Russian concerns that the
original wording would have let the United States deter-
mine on its own whether Iraq had committed an infraction.
Such a determination, France and Russia feared, would
have triggered an attack on Saddam Hussein’s Iraq.

“The Security Council will now be the ones to decide
whether Iraq is in material breach,” said a French diplo-
mat, on condition of anonymity.

Russia, like France, also appeared to be softening its
position in favor of the American draft.

The latest American text, a product of eight weeks of
intense lobbying by the Bush administration, signaled
significant progress and included major concessions to
Security Council members concerned about setting off
another war in Iraq.

Bush said he wanted a vote Friday although Syria
wanted it postponed because of an Arab League meeting
this weekend in Egypt.

The president also spoke by telephone with Russian
President Vladimir Putin on Thursday as lobbying inten-
sified a day before Washington planned to push for a vote
on the resolution.

“He’s a real threat,” Bush said of Saddam, “and it’s
now time for the world to come together and disarm him.”

Security Council members were expecting U.S. and
British diplomats to circulate a revised text later Thursday
with the new wording agreed upon earlier in the day.

Russian Ambassador Sergey Lavrov told The
Associated Press a Friday vote was possible if the United
States and Britain come up with a few more concessions.
U.S. and British diplomats said a new version could be
ready by the end of the day Thursday.

The U.S. draft resolution includes a greater role for the
Security Council but still frees the United States to take mil-
itary action against Iraq if inspectors say it isn’t complying.

In Iraq, the government-controlled media called the
draft resolution a pretext for war and urged the Security
Council not to bow to American demands.

“America wants to use this resolution as a pretext and a
cover for its aggression on Iraq and the whole Arab nation,”
the ruling Baath Party newspaper Al-Thawra said Thursday.
“The Security Council should not give (the Americans) a
pretext and a cover for the coming aggression.”

That would give Iraq until Nov. 15 to accept the reso-
lution’s terms and could put an advance team of inspec-
tors on the ground — for the first time in nearly four
years — by the end of the month.

According to a strict timeline in the resolution, inspec-
tors would have up to 45 days to actually begin work, and
must report to the council 60 days later on Iraq’s per-
formance. In the meantime, any Iraqi obstructions or
noncompliance would be reported immediately to the
council for assessment.

At the same time, it offers Iraq the possibility of lift-
ing a decade of crippling sanctions if it complies fully
with its obligations.

U.S. Ambassador John Negroponte said the new reso-
lution, co-sponsored with Britain, offered Iraq the best
opportunity to avoid war.

For a resolution to be adopted, it needs at least nine
“yes” votes and no veto by permanent members Russia,
France, China, Britain and the United States. None of the
five are likely to veto, though an abstention from Russia
could hurt the resolution’s credibility. U.N. Secretary-
General Kofi Annan has said the way to send a strong mes-
sage to Iraq is through unity.

Syria, Iraq’s Arab neighbor, appeared to be the most
likely of the 15 council members who could abstain or
vote against the resolution.

On Thursday, China’s Foreign Ministry said it had
noted improvements in the new draft, but wouldn’t say
whether China would endorse it.

Negotiations for a new Iraq resolution began after
Bush’s Sept. 12 speech to the U.N. General Assembly,
when he challenged world leaders to get tough with Iraq
or stand aside as the United States acted.

U.S. and France agree on new Iraq resolution

BY JUAN PABLO TORO
Associated Press Writer

TUNJA, Colombia — Stunned by a
court order to release a former drug king-
pin from prison after serving only half his
sentence, U.S. investigators hurried to
find evidence Thursday to support further
charges — and possibly his extradition to
the United States.

The court ordered the release of
Gilberto Rodriguez Orejuela, who with his
brother Miguel once controlled the Cali
drug cartel, an empire that moved multi-
ton shipments of cocaine across the globe.

Rodriguez, who was arrested in 1995
and sentenced to prison until 2010, was
ordered released last week by Judge Pedro
Suarez. As the government investigated
Suarez to see if the convicted drug traf-
ficker might have bribed him — Suarez
has denied it — another judge upheld his
decision on Thursday.

Dozens of police and soldiers sur-
rounded the prison where Rodriguez was
being held, outside the town of Tunja 60
miles northeast of Bogota, to prevent any
violence as prison authorities prepared to
let him go. With the clock ticking, U.S.
officials hastened to stop his release.

“Some documents have arrived from
the United States that officials are evalu-
ating, and that could stop the release,”
President Alvaro Uribe’s spokesman,
Ricardo Galan, told The Associated Press.

Details on what information was being
provided were not immediately available,
but U.S. drug agents have been trying to link
Rodriguez and his jailed brother Miguel to
international crimes committed after 1997,
when Colombia’s constitution was revised
to allow the extradition of its citizens.

Suarez’s decision last week that the
Rodriguez brothers should be freed

shocked the nation, and prompted the
president to intervene. But Judge Luz
Amanda Moncada ruled Thursday that
Suarez’s order on Gilberto Rodriguez
should stand. She also ordered an investi-
gation of the government for allegedly
interfering in the judicial process.

Interior and Justice Minister Fernando
Londono called the ruling a “terrible blow.”

“This is a moment of mourning and pain
for the country’s image and for the admin-
istration of justice in Colombia,” Londono
said, but nonetheless added that the admin-
istration would respect the decision.

Moncada also ruled that Miguel
Rodriguez must remain in prison to serve an
additional four-year sentence for a bribery
charge, which reportedly stemmed from a
1996 attempt to buy his way out of prison.

The Cali drug cartel once controlled 80
percent of the world’s cocaine trade. It
became the world’s most powerful drug gang
after the demise of the Medellin cartel, whose
leader Pablo Escobar was killed by police in
December 1993.

While the Medellin cartel was ultaviolent,
killing scores of police, judges, journalists
and top government officials in bombings

and by hit men in an attempt to force
Colombia to bar extraditions, the Cali cartel
ran the drug business more like a corporation
— although one that did not hesitate to kill.

One of its victims was a crusading anti-
drug journalist, Manuel de Dios Unanue,
who was slain in New York in 1992.

The Cali cartel also tried to buy influence,
contributing millions of dollars to the 1994
presidential election campaign of Ernesto
Samper. The scandal soured relations with
Washington after Samper won the presiden-
cy, and Washington revoked his U.S. visa.

U.S. tries to head off immediate release of drug lord

BY JOE McDONALD
Associated Press Writer

BEIJING — Preparing for a landmark
congress that is expected to install a new
generation of leaders, China’s communist
party pledged Thursday to modernize its
ideology to keep pace with a fast-chang-
ing, increasingly capitalist society.

“China has entered into a new phase of
development, in which we are to build a
well-to-do society,” said Ji Bingxuan,
spokesman for the party’s 16th National
Congress, which opens Friday in
Beijing’s Great Hall of the People.

In keeping with the secrecy surrounding
the event, Ji gave no details of the person-
nel changes planned at the congress, where
President Jiang Zemin, 76, is expected to
hand over the title of party leader to his 59-
year-old vice president, Hu Jintao.

But Ji indicated that a key theme would
be Jiang’s personal campaign — known

awkwardly as the “Three Represents” —
to bring entrepreneurs into the party and
to amend its constitution to give them a
formal role.

“We will ... comprehensively imple-
ment the important thought of ‘Three
Represents,”’ Ji said at a news conference.

Jiang was picked to lead the party in
1989 by then-supreme leader Deng
Xiaoping, who launched the country’s
economic reforms a decade earlier.

Jiang’s campaign is aimed at keeping a
party that still calls itself the “vanguard of
the working class” in control of a society
where reform has unleashed dizzying
changes. Some people have gotten rich,
but many face upheaval as state industry
sheds jobs in an attempt to compete.

Ji defended the decision to embrace
entrepreneurs, saying they would serve the
party — not weaken its revolutionary zeal.

“Workers, peasants, intellectuals, our
men and women in uniform ... are still the

backbone force of the Communist Party,”
he said. “This will further increase the
influence and cohesion of the Communist
Party throughout society.”

Preparations for the congress have
included sweeping efforts to tighten secu-
rity in the capital and to block any possi-
ble demonstrations.

Hotels in Beijing have been ordered
not to accept Tibetans or Muslim Uighurs
from the restive Chinese northwest as
guests, according to employees contacted
at four hotels.

Nevertheless, activists used the event
to appeal for political change.

A group of 192 dissidents inside China,
in an open letter this week, urged dele-
gates to release political prisoners and
expand direct elections.

“Improvements in economic develop-
ment cannot cover up more and more
obvious problems of deep social peril,”
they said.

Richard Drew/Associated Press
U.S. Ambassador John Negroponte, left, and
Russian Ambassador Sergey Lavrov, right, arrive for
a meeting with the other permanent members of the
United Nations Security Council on Thursday at the
UN headquarters. At center is Yahya Mahmassani,
observer of the Arab League to United Nations.

Chinese communists expected to pick new
generation of leaders at landmark congress



BY DAVE GOLDBERG
AP Football Writer

■ At the start of the season, it
seemed far more likely that when
San Diego visited St. Louis to start
the second half of the season, the
Rams would be 6-2 and the
Chargers 3-5.

Instead, it’s the opposite.
Still, circumstances are chang-

ing. The Rams have won three
straight after starting 0-5, and the
Chargers, who started 6-1, were
blown out 44-13 by the Jets at home
last week.

“There’s a lot of reasons why we
lost that game,” San Diego linebacker
Junior Seau said. “We didn’t play
well, we didn’t tackle well, we didn’t
protect the ball. We didn’t do a lot of
things. We couldn’t even onside kick
well. Those games happen.”

The oddsmakers go with presea-
son perceptions: The Rams are
favored by six, with Marc Bulger (3-
0 as a starter) at quarterback instead
of the still-injured Kurt Warner.

Warner’s injury may be one rea-
son the Rams are winning. Given
Bulger’s inexperience, coach Mike
Martz has finally made sure
Marshall Faulk is getting 30-odd
touches a game and the results
reflect it. Faulk has produced 703
yards in the three wins, 571 on the
ground.
Two sure things:

1. The Chargers won’t play anoth-
er stinker. Marty Schottenheimer,
who took the blame for the loss to the
Jets, won’t allow it.

2. St. Louis is a hard place to
play when the Rams are playing as
well as they are now.

RAMS, 24-20

■ Oakland (plus 5 1/2) at
Denver (Monday night)

When you’ve lost four straight,
as the Raiders have, you don’t want
to go to Denver on a Monday night.
Especially when you’ve lost there
seven straight times.

BRONCOS, 24-13

■ Miami (plus 1) at New York Jets
If the Jets win, the AFC East could

be close to a four-team deadlock.
JETS, 16-13

■ Detroit (plus 11) at Green Bay
If the Packers win, they could be

within a week of clinching the first-
ever NFC North title.

PACKERS, 27-9

■ Atlanta (plus 5 1/2) at Pittsburgh
Too bad Kordell Stewart’s a

backup now. Imagine Michael Vick
on the same field with Stewart,
Hines Ward and Antwaan Randle El.

STEELERS, 26-21

■ Indianapolis (plus 9 1/2) at
Philadelphia

Tony Dungy never had much
luck in Philadelphia with better
teams than he has now.

EAGLES, 24-11

■ New England (minus 3) at
Chicago

The Patriots are the NFL’s best

4-4 team.
PATRIOTS, 16-10

■ New Orleans (minus 5) at
Carolina

Despite league-leading sack man
Julius Peppers, the Panthers contin-
ue to lose.

SAINTS, 25-9

■ Kansas City (plus 6 1/2) at
San Francisco

Will the 49ers punt?
49ERS, 37-34 (overtime)

■ New York Giants (minus 1
1/2) at Minnesota

The Vikings are competitive at
home, the Giants are inconsistent,
but ...

GIANTS, 27-20

■ Washington (plus 2) at
Jacksonville

Plenty of folks in Florida think
Steve Spurrier should be coaching
the Jags.

JAGUARS, 19-18

■ Houston (plus 10) at
Tennessee

The AFC South title is there for
the Titans’ taking.

TITANS, 30-10

■ Cincinnati (plus 5 1/2) at
Baltimore

The Bengals’ fun stopped in
Houston.

RAVENS, 15-8

■ Seattle (plus 3 1/2) at Arizona
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SPORTS

Clippers fall

Miles Kennedy/Associated Press
Philadelphia 76ers’ Keith Van Horn, left, holds his
ground as Los Angeles Clippers’ Andre Miller runs
into him in the fourth quarter on Wednesday, in
Philadelphia. The 76ers won in overtime 101-99.

BY TOM A. McFERSON
Special to the Daily Press

Facing meager attendance and dwin-
dling interest, the Home Depot WTA
Championships begin second round action
today at Staples Center. While still hopeful
that things may turn around, there is a real
feeling of disappointment and dread
among players and tournament organizers.

After last year’s poor response in
Munich, Germany, WTA officials, along
with input from several top players, decid-
ed to move the tournament back to the
United States.  With Americans dominating
women’s tennis like never before, WTA
officials believed that a large American city
like Los Angeles, with its massive tennis
playing population and state of the art
arena, would be a perfect choice.

However, paid attendance to the event
is below even the gloomiest of projections.  

In an arena that seats 20,000, Wednesday
afternoon’s opening session had fewer then
200 spectators. Wednesday evening’s ses-
sion, featuring Venus Williams, Lindsey
Davenport and Monica Seles, only drew a
little over 4,000.

Fans found that only one out of every
five concession stands was open. More then
half of the luxury suites were vacant. And
ticket scalpers, used to doing big business
before basketball games, were offering
courtside seats at well below face value. 

Tournament organizers are still holding
out hope that, with the weekend coming

and the marquis names still in the draw,
attendance will drastically increase.

Friday’s matches include:
■ Fourth seeded Justine Henin vs. fifth

seeded Kim Clijsters. Both players are
from Belgium and know each others
games inside and out. Both players domi-
nated their first round opponents (Henin
defeated Elena Dementieva 6-3  6-3,
Clijsters defeated Chanda Rubin 6-1  6-2),
and both players appear to be hitting the

ball well. It should be an interesting match
that could go either way.

■ Second seeded Venus Williams vs.
sixth seeded Monica Seles. Again, there
will be no surprises, as the two have played
each other several times. Seles battled back
to beat Lindsay Davenport 3-6  7-6(6) 6-3.
Venus Williams played well enough to beat
Patty Schnyder 6-2  7-6(7). The edge has to
go to Williams. Seles will have to play
extremely well just to keep it close.

The Home Depot WTA Championships
at Staples Center feature the top 16 ranked
women in singles and the top eight ranked
teams in doubles. Americans dominate the
field, with Serena Williams, Venus
Williams, Jennifer Capriati, and Monica
Seles, all entered. 

The top qualifiers are Serena Williams,
Venus Williams, Jennifer Capriati, Justine
Henin, Kim Clijsters, Monica Seles,
Daniela Hantuchova, and Jelena Dokic.  

Poor attendance a problem for WTA Championships

Fortunes of St. Louis Rams, San
Diego Chargers have switched

Jeff George could be one
week away from starting for
the Seahawks.

CARDINALS, 20-10

■ LAST WEEK: 8-4-2
(spread), 10-4 (straight up)

■ SEASON: 63-64-3
(spread) 82-48 (straight up)

BY RONALD BLUM
AP Sports Writer

NEW YORK — Now Barry Zito can
stare at his own Cy Young Award every day.

After winning the American League
honor for the first time Thursday, he
thought back to his youth, when his par-
ents paid former major leaguer Randy
Jones $50 a lesson and he went to his
teacher’s house after workouts.

Zito, 23-5 with a 2.75 ERA as Oakland
won the AL West, received 17 first-place
votes, nine seconds and two thirds for 114
points from a panel of the Baseball
Writers’ Association of America.

Boston’s Pedro Martinez, a three-time
Cy Young Award winner, got 11 firsts, 12
seconds and five thirds for 96 points after
going 20-4 with a 2.26 ERA. Red Sox
teammate Derek Lowe, 21-8 with a 2.58

ERA, was third with 41 points, and
Anaheim’s Jarrod Washburn (18-6, 3.15)
got one point.

“It’s amazing just to be mentioned in the
same category as guys like Pedro,” Zito
said. “He’s one of the greatest pitchers by
far, of my era at least. To be mentioned in
the same category is mind-blowing.”

Zito, a 24-year-old left-hander, grew up
in the San Diego area. When he was 12
years old, his parents saw an ad in a
newspaper placed by Jones, who won the
NL Cy Young Award in 1976.

Jones, like Zito a left-hander, saved the
trips to his living room for the best of his
35 pupils.

“I would use that as inspiration for the
ones that showed a burning desire. I’d
show it to them and tell them, ‘Your goal
is to be one of the two best pitchers in the

world in any given year,”’ Jones remem-
bered. “It’s a real joy for me to watch him.
He ain’t quite level because he’s left-
handed. That’s what I love about him.”

Zito led the AL in wins, was third in
ERA behind Martinez and Lowe, and tied
the Yankees’ Mike Mussina for third in
strikeouts at 182 behind Martinez (239)
and New York’s Roger Clemens (192).

Opposing batters had a .185 average
with runners in scoring position against
Zito, the lowest in the AL.

Zito’s 47-17 career record gives him a
.734 winning percentage, the best since
1900 among pitchers with 50 or more deci-
sions. He became the fifth Oakland pitcher
to win the award, following Vida Blue
(1971), Catfish Hunter (1974), Bob Welch
(1990) and Dennis Eckersley (1992).

Zito hopes to win many more honors.

Zito edges Martinez for AL Cy Young Award
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Reality Check®

By Dave Whammond
Speed Bump®

By Dave Coverly

Natural Selection®

By Russ Wallace

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
by Chuck Shepard 

‘Accident Group’employee causes accident
Otis Stansbury, 34, of Long Eaton, England, filed a lawsuit in August against door-to-

door salesman Jay Sims and his company, Accident Group, whose business is helping
customers in personal-injury lawsuits. Sims had just left the Stansbury home (after fail-
ing to sign them up) when, according to the lawsuit, he attempted to catch a ball among
kids playing in front of the Stansbury home, slipped, and fell on top of 6-year-old Yohan
Stansbury, sending the boy to the hospital with head injuries.
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Turn clutter into cash. Classifieds for $2.50 per day.
up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word 

call 310-458-7737 and sell that trunk full of junk that is collecting dust.

Creative

NEED TO BOUNCE A FEW 
IDEAS? Brainstorming 
professional will help you 
get better ideas. Quick,
easy and friendly.
(310)452-0851

Employment
CHURCH CUSTODIAN, 20 hrs 
per week, Monday-Friday eve-
nings-- flexible hours. Some 
benefits. $10.50 per hour. Call 
(310)829-5436 X100 for an ap-
plication.

CONGENIAL W. LA Dental of-
fice looking for responsible, 
pleasant dental assistant w/x-
ray license. Some experience 
necessary. Salary negotiable.
Fax resume to (310)473-0271.

INSIDE SALES/CUSTOMER
Service. Full time, hourly plus 
commission plus benefits.
(310)284-8253.

INVESTOR RELATION Posi-
tion, commission only, to sup-
port associate producers for PG 
Rated movie funding. Applicant 
must be familiar with invest-
ments and be comfortable with 
contacting business owners on 
the phone. Santa Monica loca-
tion. Contact (310)828-4772 
ext. 230.

SALES/MERCH REPS for liq-
uor products in your area. Entry 
level with large company.
$13.00/hour 30 hours a week.
(949)951-7850.

For Sale
ALPINE VILLAGE Auction. Ev-
ery other Monday (unless rain-
ing), 1pm-5pm. Please contact 
Royal Auctioneers (310)324-
9692.

COME SUPPORT Daybreak 
Designs a grass-roots business 
venture for women in transition.
Quality handmade items perfect 
for the holidays. Daybreak Shel-
ter on Nov. 15th, 12pm-7pm 
and Nov. 16th 12pm-3pm. 1610 
7th St. and Colorado. (310)450-
0650.

For Sale
EXERCISE BIKE! Lifecycle 
5500 R (recumbent). Commer-
cial Grade, heavy duty, all fea-
tures. $700. (310)710-3030.

GRAPHIC TECHNOLOGY light 
table w/ stand. Approx. 4’x18”.
Excellent Condition. $200.00 
(310)453-9196

STAINLESS STEEL Flat Art 
Files - Vintage 47”wx 35”
$800.00 each (310)453-9196

Jewelry

INSTANT
CASH FOR OLD 

JEWELRY AND OTHER 
UNUSUAL OLD 

INTERESTING THINGS.
(310)393-1111

Wanted

PARKING or SPACE for 
Modern MOTORHOME 
WANTED on vacant land or 
beside residence. With or 
without utilities. Santa Moni-
ca/Malibu close. Writer/Medi-
tator/Philosopher. Age 59.
Code 4567. Pager (323)433-
4848. E-mail:
zenawake@yahoo.com.

For Rent
CRUISE SPECIAL!! ENSENA-
DA  FOR 3 NIGHTS/4 DAYS 
PLUS...HOTEL!! $650.00 PER 
COUPLE. CREDIT CARDS AC-
CEPTED. (760)955-0432

For Rent
MARINA PENINSULA, 2BD/ 
2BA, 2 car parking on quiet 
street. Amazing views. Steps 
to beach, shopping & restau-
rants. New paint and carpet, 
fireplace, dishwasher, stove. 2 
units available. $1,695.00 to 
$2,965. (310) 396-4443 x102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

SANTA MONCA $550.00  Bach 
Pad, catok, hrdwd flrs, cozy & 
quiet, prkng, utils incld. West-
side Rentals 395-RENT

For Rent
MDR ADJACENT $825.00 Stu-
dio, gated building with gated, 
subterranean parking. Newer 
building with courtyard area, 
quiet neighborhood. Laundry 
room, pkng,1 year lease, no 
pets. (310)578-9729

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

NEW STUDIO Apartments 
available from $1295.00 to 
$1355.00. Six blocks from the 
beach. Three blocks from Third 
St. Promenade area!  (310)656-
0311. www.breezesuites.com

W. LA $1450.00 2bd/1ba, new 
carpet and vertical blinds. Large 
kitchen. (310)391-8880.

For Rent
SANTA MONICA $1300.00 
2+2, r/s, patio, crpt, laundry, 
close to SMC, prkng. Westside 
Rentals 395-RENT

SANTA MONICA $675.00  Stu-
dio, r/s, laundry, pool, close to 
UCLA, prkng, utils incld. West-
side Rentals 395-RENT

SANTA MONICA $875.00 1+1, 
prime area, r/s, high ceilings, 
laundry, prkng. Westside Rent-
als 395-RENT

SANTA MONICA $925.00  1+1, 
great area, r/s, hrdwd flrs, laun-
dry, prkng. Westside Rentals 
395-RENT

SANTA MONICA $950.00 
1drm/1ba, appliances, no pets, 
2535 Kansas Ave., #211. Man-
ager in #101.

SANTA MONICA Reduced 
Price $2500.00 OBO. On the 
Beach, 2+2, w/balcony, 2 pkng 
spaces. (818)613-9324.

SM NEW Town Homes! 3 + 2.5.
All applicances, W/D included.
2 parking spaces. Security 
building. $2950 to $3250 
(310)261-2093.

VENICE $950.00 1bd/1ba 
w/garden, views and parking.
Hardwood floors, new paint. 1 
year lease. No pets. (310)396-
4443 ext. 102.

Elly Nesis Compnay, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE 2bdrm/1bath w/new 
carpet, paint and 2 car parking 
in 6 unit building. Close to 
beach and shopping. 1 year 
lease, no pets. 2 units available 
$895.00 & $1,095.00 (310)396-
4443. x102

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH $2695.00 Ar-
tist Work Live Historic Brick 
Building, 1700 sq. ft. 2 story unit 
consisting of a ground floor with 
850 sq. ft. and a basement with 
850 sq. ft. The ground floor has 
12’ ceilings and exposed brick 
walls. The basement  has 8 ft 
ceilings. The building is com-
pletely  rehabbed with every-
thing brand new and replaced.
Concrete floors, double glazed 
wooden windows, exposed 
brick walls, antique brick patios, 
tons of charm. Located one 
block from the ocean. 1 year 
lease. (310)466-9778.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH $995.00 
1BD/1BA, with hardwood floors, 
1/2 block to beach, all utilities 
paid, 1 year lease, no pets.
(310) 396-4443 x102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

For Rent
VENICE BEACH Starting @ 
$2,400.00 Residential loft, com-
pletely renovated. 1bdrm/2ba, 
oakwood floors, high ceilings, 
rooftop patio, balcony, 2 car 
parking, lots of windows, lots of 
storage. Great looking unit.
(310)396-4443 x102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE/SM $895.00 Large cor-
ner studio, secure building, 
parking, pool. 235 Main St. Se-
nior citizen 62+ only. 310)261-
2093.

Houses For Rent
MDR ADJACENT, 2 +2 , fire-
place, dishwasher, stove, large 
private patio, new paint and car-
pet in newer gated building with 
gated, subterranean parking, 
A/C, quiet neighborhood. laun-
dry room, 1 year lease, no pets.
$1,395. (310)578-9729

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

OUR LADY of Malibu Church 
Fall Yard Sale! 3625 Winter 
Canyon Road, Malibu. Holiday 
decorations, gifts, quality cloth-
ing, shoes, furniture, and object 
d’art. Saturday 10/9 9am-6pm.
Sunday 11/10 8am-6pm 
(310)456-2361.

SANTA MONICA $1095.00 
House, very cozy & quiet, r/s, 
laundry, garden, pkng. West-
side Rentals 395-RENT

SANTA MONICA $750.00 
guest House, loft style, r/s, 
laundry, prkng, utils incld.
Westside Rentals 395-RENT

W. LA $4600.00 5bdrm/3.5bath  
Detached guest house w/bath.
Pool/Jacuzzi. New carpet/paint.
Fabulous location. (310)410-
2816.

Roommates
SANTA MONICA $425.00 
Townhouse, prvt rm, r/s, laun-
dry, very clean, prkng. West-
side Rentals 395-RENT

Roommates

FANTASTIC!
S.M. SHARE 2bdrm furnish-
ed apt., all utilities paid in-
cluding cable. 9th & Wil-
shire. Male only. $750.00 
(310)394-1050.

MUST SEE!

SANTA MONICA $495.00 Du-
plex, prvt rm, petok, r/s, crpt.
laundry, yard, prkng. Westside 
Rentals 395-RENT

Commercial Lease
OFFICE SPACE sublease.
Excellent-view-window,  offices 
& support area. Below market.
Plug&Play. 2730 Wilshire Blvd., 
SM (310)586-1000.

PRIME STORE front property 
for medical and/or retail, in 
downtown Santa Monica for 
sublease below market value.
2400 sq. ft. Call Linda 
(310)393-2598.

VENICE BEACH $595.00 
Small office space with bath-
room on ground floor. High 
ceiling, large window. Fresh 
paint. Just off Abbot Kinney. 1 
year lease. (310) 396-4443 
x102

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

Vehicles for sale
1996 BMW 318TI, excellent 
condition, pre-certified. 54,000 
miles. $8500.00 (310)291-0337

Massage
BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal 
your body, mind, spirit. Thera-
peutic, Swedish, Deep-tissue.
energy balancing, non-sexual.
Introductory specials from 
$45.00/1hr. In/out. Lynda, 
L.M.T. (310)749-0621

I EVALUATE your need and 
combine techniques to give you 
the ultimate therapeutic experi-
ence. In/Out Call, pamper par-
ties and other events. Al 
(323)564-5114.
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CCaalleennddaarr
Loews Broadway Cinema
1441 Third St. at Broadway
Comedian (R) 12:45, 3:05, 5:25,
7:45, 10:25. Femme Fatale (R)
11:15, 1:55, 4:35, 7:15, 10:10.
Jackass: The Movie (R) 12:30,
2:50, 5:10, 7:30, 9:55. The Truth
About Charlie (PG-13) 1:10,
1:40, 4:20, 7:00, 9:40.

Mann Criterion
1313 Third St.
The Ring (PG-13) 1:00, 4:00,
7:00, 10:00, 12:40. Sweet
Home Alabama (PG-13) 11:30,
2:10, 5:05, 7:55, 10:35. Ghost
Ship(R) 12:00, 2:30,  5:00, 7:30,
10:10. My Big Fat Greek
Wedding (PG) 11:20, 2:00, 4:40,
7:20, 10:05. Punch-Drunk Love
(R) 11:15, 1:45, 4:20, 7:10, 9:45.
The Transporter (PG-13) 11:45,
2:15, 4:45, 7:40, 10:15.

AMC Theatre SM 7
1310 3rd Street

Red Dragon (R) 1:15,  4:25,
7:35, 10:30. 8 Mile (R)  12:15,
1:00, 3:15,  4:00, 6:15,  7:00,
9:15, 10:00, 12:00, 12:45. Santa
Clause 2 (G) 1:35,  2:30, 4:10,
5:10, 7:45, 10:25. White
Oleander (PG-13) 7:25, 10:15. I
Spy (PG-13) 12:30,  2:20, 3:00,
4:45,  5:30,  7:15,  8:00, 9:45,
10:35.

Landmark Nu-Wilshire
1314 Wilshire Blvd.
Bowling for Columbine (R)
1:30, 4:15, 7:15, 10:00. Far
From Heaven (PG-13) 11:30,
2:00, 4:30, 7:00, 9:30.

Laemmle Monica
1332 2nd St.
Auto Focus (R)  12:00, 2:30,
5:05, 7:45, 10:20. Real Women
Have Curves (PG-13)  12:15,
2:30, 4:50,  7:25, 9:45.
Secretary (R) 1:45, 4:30, 7:15,
9:50. Spirited Away (PG) 1:00,
4:00, 7:00, 10:00.

Aero Theatre
1328 Montana Ave.
Rules of Attraction  5:00, 7:30,
10:00.

m o v i e s

KEEP YOUR DATE STRAIGHT
Promote your event in the Santa Monica Daily Press Calendar section. Fax all

information to our Calendar Editor: Attention Angela @ 310.576.9913

Friday, November 8, 2002

Today
CCoommmmuunniittyy

Holiday Bazaar presented by United
Methodist Women of Santa Monica.
Quilts, wreaths, boutique items and
more. Simkins Hall, First United
Methodist Church, 1008 Eleventh
Street. 5pm to 8pm, tickets are $3.50.
Includes homemade soup, sandwich-
es, dessert & refreshments. For more
information please call (310)391-
6656.

MMuussiicc//
EEnntteerrttaaiinnmmeenntt

Unurban Coffee House presents
Bob Westbrook, 7pm. Music Open
Mike, 8pm. Signup at 7:30pm. Hosted
by Denise Bradley. 3301 Pico Blvd.
(310)315-0056

MAGICOPOLIS presents HOCUS
POCUS! (Fish Bones Choke Us). The
stage explodes with a colorful mix of
Magic, Special Effects, Sleight of
Hand, Comedy and Music that's sure

to delight audiences of all ages. At
MAGICOPOLIS, 1418 Fourth Street,
Santa Monica. Fridays & Saturdays at
8pm, $20. Saturday & Sundays at
2pm, $15. For tickets call 310-451-
2241.

Comedy Underground presents the
following improv groups: Addle
Essence, show starts at 8pm, tickets
are $5.00. Off The Wall, show starts at
9pm, tickets are $5.00. Unusual
Suspects, show starts at 10pm, tick-
ets are $5.00. 320 Wilshire Blvd.,
Santa Monica. For more information
please call (310)451-1800.

Saturday
CCoommmmuunniittyy

Farmer's Market every Wednesday
and Saturday. 9am to 2pm, Arizona
between Second and Fourth Streets.
Come and enjoy one of the largest
and best farmer's markets in
California!
20th Annual Fall Health Festival pre-

sented by the SM Chamber of
Commerce. Free health screenings
and services, entertainment & more!
10am to 2pm, Third Street
Promenade, between Wilshire and
Arizona. Admission is FREE. For
more information call (310)393-9825.

Y Canned Fitness Week! November
4 thru 19. Just bring in ten cans of
food per visit  and you can participate
in any one of our fitness classes, fit-
ness center & lap swim for FREE! SM
Family YMCA is located at 1332 Sixth
Street. For more information please
call (310)393-2721 ext. 118.

Weekly Storytime,11:00 a.m. Come
to Barnes & Noble for Saturday read-
ings with the kids! Call 310-260-9110
for more information.

MMuussiicc//
EEnntteerrttaaiinnmmeenntt

Comedy Underground presents
Stand Up Nite! Howard Berger, 8pm,
admission is $5.00. Comedy
Hideout's Rotating Talk Show, 10pm,

admission is $5.00. 320 Wilshire
Blvd., Santa Monica. For more infor-
mation please call (310)451-1800.

The Empty State Theater at 2372
Veteran Ave. in W. Los Angeles proud-
ly presents: "The Fortune Room
Lounge Show" A musical improv
show featuring the "Stella Ray Trio"
and "The Lucky Players". Every
Saturday night at 10:00 p.m.
Admission is $10.00, drinks included
w/admission. Lots of parking! For
information or reservations please
call (310)470-3560.

Puppetolio! presented by the Santa
Monica Puppet & Magic Center. All
ages, 3 and up. This musical revue
features marionettes, ventriloquism,
magic and more. Shows are always
followed by a demonstration, Q & A,
and a tour of the Puppet workshop
and Museum. Saturdays and Sundays
at 1pm and 3pm. Wednesdays and
Holidays at 1pm. Seats are $6.50.
1255 2nd Street in Santa Monica.
Reservations/Information (310)656-
0483. www.puppetmagic.com

Calendar items are printed free of charge as a service to our readers. Please submit your items to todayspaper@smdp.com for consideration. Calendar
events are limited by space, and will be run at the discretion of the Calendar Editor.
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