WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2005

Volume 4, Issue 235

Santa Womica Daily 1ress

A newspaper with issues

M DALY LoTTERY

SUPER LOTTO

111 16 29 39
Meganumber: 13
Jackpot: $19 Million

¥

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
BY CHUCK SHEPARD

B Maria Julia Mantilla, recently
crowned Miss World, denied a plastic
surgeon’s boast that he had given her
buttock implants and trimmed her
ears, protesting that “I'm not the cre-
ation of a surgeon. He just did my bust
and my nose.”

B Wailing loudly and apparently
incredulous at being ordered to jail, a
scantily dressed Natalia McLennan,
25, was taken directly to a lockup from
a New York City courtroom in
September, after being charged with
prostitution; McLennan had recently
posed for the cover of New York mag-
azine, proclaiming herself to be the
city’s top-grossing “escort” and
acknowledging that she provided sex
for clients.

B Transsexual convicted prostitute
Monica Renee Champion, 37, was
finally picked up by police in
Richmond, Va., in August; there had
been arrest warrants for indecent
exposure against her in the city’s
South Side as a male and in the city’s
North Side as a female.

W Tyrone D. McMillian, 33, who was
arrested after a high-speed chase
through three New York towns in
August, told the arresting officers:
“I've been playing a lot of Grand Theft
Auto and NASCAR on PlayStation. |
thought | could get away.”

TODAY IN HISTORY

Today is the 306th day of 2005.
There are 59 days left in the year.

On Nov. 2, 1947, Howard Hughes
piloted his huge wooden flying boat,
the Hughes H-4 Hercules (popularly
known as the “Spruce Goose"), on its
only flight, which lasted about a minute
over Long Beach Harbor in California.

QUOTE OF THE DAY

“If I have done any deed worthy of
remembrance, that deed will be my
monument. If not, no monument can

preserve my memory.”
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Officials getting veterans’ backs

Move afoot to thwart private development of VA site

BY RYAN HYATT
Daily Press Staff Writer

VA GROUNDS — Officials cau-
tion that battle-weary American
service personnel returning home
from Afghanistan and Iraq may
have one less place to turn for sup-
port, if private developers gain
access to the West Los Angeles
veteran’s grounds.

Political leaders throughout the
Southland are mobilizing support
so the West Los Angeles Veteran
Administration’s 387-acre campus
will continue to assist American
servicemen and women in the
future, after a recent report issued
by a consultant suggests several
“abandoned” and “underutilized”
buildings on the site may be liqui-
dated to create private medical

research facilities, high-rise con-
dos and retail stores.

The VA is re-evaluating the use
of its facilities nationwide in order
to modernize its health care sys-
tem, according to officials. As a
result, the VA leadership in
Washington may be tempted by
developers to put portions of the
West LA grounds on the auction
block to create a revenue source

See BACKING VETS, page 6

Not giving a parishioner his props

A small group of protesters sound off in front of St. Monica’s Church on Tuesday, opposing propositions placed on
the Nov. 8 election ballot. The propositions were introduced by Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger, a member of the church.

Derek Goes/Special to the Daily Press

Back to drawing board for Bus Barn developer

BY RYAN HYATT
Daily Press Staff Writer

VENICE BUS BARN — A private
developer has agreed to change his
plans to turn an under-used bus
yard into a high-density condo-
minium complex until more peo-
ple support it.

Representatives with RAD
Jefferson, LLC, informed commu-
nity members last week they will
re-visit a proposal to erect a 214-

unit condominium complex and
retail center at the Metropolitan
Transportation Authority’s bus
yard site, located at 100 E. Sunset
Ave. By doing so, they hope the
project they ultimately push for
will have more community sup-
port, they said.

A public hearing with the Los
Angeles Planning Commission,
set to have taken place on Oct. 27,
was put off at RAD’s request so
the developer might begin to con-

sider community concerns that
have been raised over the project.

“We want to be a good neigh-
bor and work with the community
so there is more consensus,” said
Melissa Sweeney, RAD spokes-
woman.

Sweeney did not specify when
RAD would be ready to move for-
ward with the project, indicating
more meetings with community

See RAD REPLY, page 7

Veterans answer call
to combat land grab

BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

BRENTWOOD — A group of
veterans has enlisted a growing
faction of residents here to
fight the federal government in
its potential plans to turn what
was supposed to be a therapeu-
tic community for soldiers
returning from war into a
development that could be
equivalent in size of three
Century cities.

That’s according to Jessica
Landry, a Vietnam Vet and a
member of Citizens for Veteran
Rights, a group that represents
more than 1,000 veteran groups
in the area and has the support
of residents who live near the
Veterans’ Administration site
in West Los Angeles.

While there is some support
to commercially develop the
387-acre site, it appears that
those who oppose it are becom-
ing more vocal. Hundreds of
residents and business leaders
voiced their opposition at a
meeting last month over a
report released by
PricewaterhouseCoopers,
which detailed possibilities of
commercial development,
including medical research
facilities or high-rise condo-
miniums.

The Citizens for Veteran
Rights are now tapping into
that opposition, waging a
grassroots campaign to battle
the powers that be in
Washington.

“We know it’s going to be a
fight,” Landry said. “People
say that you walk into a brick
wall when you deal with the
VA. We are trained to walk
into brick walls ... we don’t
intend not to succeed.”

With the help of neighbor-
hood councils and local busi-
nesses in Brentwood, including
the Chamber of Commerce, the
Citizens for Veteran Rights
have a launched card-signing
campaign that will land direct-
ly on the desk of VA Secretary

See ANSWER CALL, page 5
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SING ALONG WITH DOUG AND MICHELLE

HAPPY HOUR 4PM-7PM MON-FRI
ALL DOMESTICS $2.50, WINE $2.50, WELL DRINKS $2.50

FUI.I. MENU featuring Britannia's very popular fish & chips and all other british

favorites. Breakfast served all day. If you are counting calories, we have great salads too.

Full Bar. Heated Patio. Lunch Delivery Available.
Opening Hours 11 Monday-Friday, 9:30™ Saturday-Sunday

318 Santa Monica Bivd. * Santa Monica
310-458-5350 » www.britanniapub.com

Go to the library, Libra

Santa Wonica Daily WDress

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS The stars show the kind of day you’ll Have:
* %k %k k-Dynamic %k % k-Positive * *k-Average * x-So0-so *-Difficult

@ ARIES (March 21-April 19)

%% %% Though others mean well, they
seem to only add to the present confusion. If
someone else wants to run the show, let him. You
will be better off seeking your own facts. Don’t
lose your temper — it won’t help, and you will
regret this display later. Tonight: Go along with
another’s idea.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

%% Your temper might come out
despite the fact that you would prefer to handle a
matter differently. You can be sure you don't
know the whole story. Someone adds to the con-
fusion. Tonight: Either say yes or do your own
thing.

@ GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

%% You might want to focus on work
and getting the job done. If retired, you might
have other projects that you would like to clear
out. You aren’t getting all the facts. Confusion
could lead to frustration. Tonight: Find a stress-
buster.

@ CANCER (June 21-July 22)

%% %% You need to think before you
leap, especially if the situation surrounds a
friend, long-term goal or finances. You might
want to write down your ideas and check them
out at a later date. Tonight: Add fun and games to
your life.

@ LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

% Maintain a low profile. You might not
be seeing a situation clearly, or someone might
be deceiving you. A boss or someone you need to
answer to could be difficult and demanding. What
a great day to vanish! Tonight: Run home.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
%% You might have the best intentions,
'@‘,ommunicating could take the maximum
. Please be aware that someone is playing
devil’s advocate. Use this person’s argumentative
streak positively. Consider his or her views.
Tonight: Ask yourself if you are doing what you
want to do.

@ LIBRA (Sept. 23-0ct. 22)

* %% Be careful with funds, risks and an
emotional relationship. Brewing confusion might
cause a problem. You cannot win for losing right
now. Don’t get into anything you don’t have to.
Tonight: Go to the library.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

R&Y * % ** You might be all smiles, but no
one around you is in as jovial a mood as you,
unless he or she is a Scorpio. Someone might be
withholding information. A partner proves to be
challenging. Let bygones be bygones. Tonight: Do
your thing.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

\Y K% Your intuition, as well as what you are
hearing, is off. Others might not be clear. Use all
your steam, energy and frustration to get a job
done or a project completed. You need to think
rather than act on a personal matter. Tonight:
Hide out.

@ CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

KS®| k% Amoney matter isn’t as true blue as
you would like. Stall, do research or just say no.
Be careful handling your wallet and counting your
change. Mistakes are easily made. Use your cre-
ativity, but don’t act. Tonight: Hook up with a
friend.

@ AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

%% You are vague, which might be diffi-
cult for others to handle. Your sense of humor
helps you get through some rough moments.
Focus on your work and don’t let others distract
you. Tonight: Yes, uproar could surround your
home.

PISCES (Feh. 19-March 20)

K& ** You might come off a lot harsher than
you realize. When you find yourself exchanging
words, back off and think. You might not want
this situation to get worse. Take the high road
and detach. Tonight: Discuss alternatives with
someone you trust.
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LOCAL

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Katrina survivors need new best friends

By Daily Press staff

A group of four-legged survivors of Hurricane Katrina are looking for new
homes in Santa Monica.

The Santa Monica Police Department’s Animal Control Division is offering for
adoption five homeless dogs that were rescued from the area devastated by
Hurricane Katrina. The dogs were among many that were recently transported from
Louisiana by a team of veterinarians led by Paula Kislak, DVM. Among the five
dogs are a shepherd mix, chow mix, labrador/pointer, rottweiler and labrador mix.

For information on adopting one of the dogs, or any other animal, call the Santa
Monica Animal Shelter at (310) 450-6179.

St. Joe’s receives ‘Whole’-hearted donation

By Daily Press staff

Do you ever wonder where your change really goes after you drop it in the jar at
the grocery store checkout?

At Whole Foods in Santa Monica, $3,196 last month went to St. Joseph Center,
a Westside social service agency.

The donation was the result of a grant from Food For All, a program of the Food
Industry Crusade Against Hunger (FICAH), which fights to alleviate hunger and
malnutrition worldwide. Whole Foods Market regularly collects money through
customer purchases of Food For All cards, available at check-out counters.

This year, Whole Foods Market Santa Monica chose St. Joseph Center to be the
recipient of their Food For All funds. The $3,196 will help support the center’s culi-
nary training program, which is a free 10-week course that prepares low-income
individuals to enter careers in the food service industry. Most culinary training pro-
gram students live far below the poverty line. The training enables them to quickly
enter the workforce and begin achieving stability and self-sufficiency.

SMC getting green with environmental classes

By Daily Press staff

Just how much impact do we humans have on the environment?

Explore the answer this month at Santa Monica College.

This month SMC is continuing its “Environmental Issues Lecture Series” with
two lectures, both free and open to the public. All lectures in the series are at 6:45
p-m. in the science lecture hall 145, 1900 Pico Blvd. Seating is on a first-arrival
basis.

B “The Ecopsychology of Personal and Planetary Healing” will be held
Thursday, Nov. 3. It features SMC psychology professor Dr. Jackie Lanum, who
will talk about the roots of new thinking and behavior in the science of ecological
psychology.

B “Effects of Globalization on Biodiversity” will be on Thursday, Nov. 10. Dr.
Hartmut Walter of the UCLA Institute of the Environment raises concerns about
globalization’s impact on humans and the environment.

The series is sponsored by SMC’s Center for Environmental and Urban Studies.
The center — which is open to the public — features displays, a library and infor-
mation center, video collection, native garden and other services and activities relat-
ed to environmental and urban studies. SMC has been offering courses in environ-
mental and urban studies since fall 2001. For information, call (310) 434-4743.

CLARIFICATIONS — In the Nov. 1 edition, the term “slush fund” was
used in describing $1,000 discretionary funds the City Council used to help pay
for a local teacher to travel to China. The City Council’s discretionary funds are
just that. Slush funds refer to money being spent on corrupt or illegal practices.

Also on page 1, the headline over the photo of recently-painted arrows on
Sixth Street insinuated that City Hall had ignored the incorrectly placed traffic
arrows. It had not received any complaints.

Some NW swell is due today from a system that formed
near the Kamchatka Peninsula last week. The waves will hit
waist high or so. Some chest-high set waves might be felt
around standout west-facing breaks when the tide is right,
which is also a problem with a six-foot high in the early- to
mid-morning hours. Some lingering SW should stick
around for waist-high sets around south facing beaches.

Today the
water Is:

62°

Write us at alex@smdp.com

and tell us what the surf is doing today at your local break.

LOW TIDES
Morning  Height

Evening  Height

MONDAY 1:24 1.2 2:W%e90.3
TUESDAY 1:47 1.5 2:62,"%-0.1

HIGH TIDES
Morning Height  Evening Height

“7:40 58 821 44
8:02 6.0 Oi() 288

WEDNESDAY 2:1 1.8 330 -0.3 8:27 6.2 9:47 4.0

THURSDAY 2:36 21 413 -04 85 6.3
FRIDAY 3:03 24 5:02 -04 980 6.3

The Surf Report is sponsored by:

10:39 3.7
11:43 34

IS/y/ /=744

SURF CENTER santa monica

% Core Surf/lifestyle Shop %

1451 THIRD STREET PROMENADE
IN SANTA MONICA - 310.656.CURL

.
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Sponsored by...

“~The Galley

Coastal areas around Los Angeles County last
week received some of the worst statewide
grades for water quality from nonprofit environ-
mental group Heal the Bay. Environmental offi-
cials ascribed the county’s low scores to a lack of
enforcement of new environmental regulations.

So, this week, Q-Line wants to know, “What
can local and county government agencies
do to improve water quality and regulation
compliance in Los Angeles County?”

Call (310) 285-8106 before Friday at 5 p.m.
and we’ll print your responses in the weekend
edition. Please try to limit your comments to a
minute or less. It might help to think first about
the wording of your response.

Rediscover The Galley's genuine
service while experiencing our new
weekend brunch served on our
beautiful outdoor patio.

Serving Brunch from 11AM-4PM
Full Bar-Best Bloody Mary's in Santa Monica

(310) 452-1934
2442 Main Street ® Santa Monica

Fall Cleanmg Speclal

Apartments Special
Bachelor $50 $ 30
Studio $70 $45
One Bedroom/One Bath $80 $55
Two Bedroom/One Bath $90 $65
Two Bedroom/Two Bath $110 $80
Three Bedroom/One Bath §125 $100 &
Three Bedroom/Two Bath $135 $110 %:‘%
Three Bedroom/Three Bath $145 $120 L L]

HONEST, DEPENDABLE, THOROUGH, EXCELLENT REFERENCES

Quality Cleaning (323) 605-7197 \v“i(z

HAVE EQUITY AND THINKING...

REFINANCE?

GET DEBT RELIEF
CONSOLIDATE ALL YOUR BILLS
EXPAND A SMALL BUSINESS
AND LOWER MONTHLY PAYMENTS

CALL TODAY ABOUT YOUR
1% PAYMENT PROGRAM!

ANDREA SANCHEZ

(310) 663-1165

HABLAMOS ESPANOL
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COMMENTARY

The Case Against 76

What is truly frightening for the chil-
dren of Santa Monica and Malibu, as
well as for children throughout the state
of California? The prospect of Proposi-
tion 76 passing.

Proposition 76 is a bad idea for many
reasons, but first and foremost is the
devastating impact it would have on
public schools. If Prop. 76 passes, $3.8
billion would immediately be eliminated
from the minimum funding guarantee
for schools. Our schools are already
underfunded statewide. In the past 30
years, California school funding has
declined from about $400 above the
national average to $600 below the
national average. The fifth largest econ-
omy in the world, California is now
ranked 44th in the nation when it comes
to school funding. Yet here we are
again, facing another assault on funding
for public education.

In describing Prop. 76, California’s
nonpartisan Legislative Analyst’s Office
is explicit:

“... (T)he state would no longer have
to eventually restore the current mainte-
nance factor obligation ($3.8 billion)”
and “This measure would result in a
lower minimum guarantee for K-14 edu-
cation compared with existing law...”
For more information, log onto
www.lao.ca.gov.

Gov. Schwarzenegger and the folks
who designed the ad campaign for this
election must not have noticed, howev-
er, because they are running a television
commercial falsely claiming that Prop.
76 would help classrooms throughout
the state.

So that’s the second most frightening
thing about this Halloween season —
that the governor would stretch the truth
so far that it crosses the line to dishon-
esty.

The third most frightening aspect of
Prop. 76 is the unprecedented and
unchecked power it would give the gov-

GUEST COMMENTARY BY SHARI DAVIS & LOUISE JAFFE

Halloween not as scary
as November’s ballot

ernor — any governor — to slash bud-
gets at any time of year. School districts
need to plan for the school year.
Students need to be able to count on
classes being available throughout the
academic year. Prop. 76 would give the
governor, acting with no oversight or
public input, the authority to make mid-
year cuts that would force districts to cut
budgets ... that means cut teachers and
the classes they teach, in the middle of
the year.

The Los Angeles Times in its editor-
ial opposing Prop. 76, referred to “grant-
ing the governor substantial new power
to unilaterally reduce state spending” as
Prop. 76’s “fatal flaw.”

We believe that Californians want
good public schools again. The Santa
Monica-Malibu Council of PTAs and
the California State PTA, made up of
teachers locally and statewide; the city
of Santa Monica, the Santa Monica-
Malibu School Board, the League of
Women voters and Community for
Excellent Public Schools have all taken
strong opposition positions on Prop. 76.

Here in Santa Monica and Malibu,
our communities have repeatedly shown
a fierce commitment to make high qual-
ity public education a top local and state
priority. Again, we ask all registered vot-
ers to make sure your voice is heard and
your vote is counted. Prop. 76 is current-
ly failing in the polls but don't be lulled
into a safety zone — the outcome of this
election will depend on who actually
gets out to vote next week. Please be sure
to go to the polls and also encourage
your friends and neighbors to be sure to
vote on Nov. 8. Vote to protect public
schools by voting “no” on Prop. 76.

(Shari Davis and Louise Jaffe are co-
chairs of Community for Excellent
Public Schools, a community-based
organization dedicated to local funding
for local schools.)
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Saying ‘yes’ to 76
1s saying ‘no’ to schools

As a PTA member who is deeply
concerned with the education of all chil-
dren in California, I am strongly
opposed to Proposition 76 on the Nov. 8
special election ballot.

In an ironic counterpoint to
California’s academic standards — the
most rigorous in the nation — California
currently ranks as one of the most poor-
ly-funded education systems in per pupil
expenditure. As a result, our class sizes
are among the largest in the country, and
we have far fewer counselors, librarians,
school administrators and school nurses
than other states. Prop. 76 would ensure
that this picture will not improve.
Instead, Prop. 76 would result in major
school funding cuts, hurting our children
and our economy’s competitiveness. If
this measure passes, there will be a per-
manent loss to schools of $3.8 billion.
That is $600 less for every child. The
result would be more over-crowded
classrooms; more teacher layoffs; more
cuts in arts and music programs; fewer
librarians, PE specialists, nurses and
counselors; and fewer textbooks. And,
in the long-run, Prop. 76 would produce
graduating class after graduating class
that is under-educated in comparison to
students in other parts of this country,
and certainly countries around the
world.

We have worked hard in Santa
Monica and Malibu to protect our
school children from the effects of
chronic underfunding by the state.
We’ve done this by encouraging a part-
nership with the cities of Santa Monica
and Malibu, resulting in significant
ongoing funding to our local schools.
And, our voters have approved local
school funding measures, demonstrating
this community’s commitment to quali-
ty public schools for our children.

Despite this support, our local
schools would not be left unscathed by
Prop. 76. Prop. 76 would alter
Proposition 98, passed by voters of
California in 1988, which provides a
constitutionally-guaranteed minimum
level of funding for public education.
Our public schools would become vul-
nerable to severe spending cuts, even
disruptive mid-year cuts, year after year.
These cuts would permanently reduce
the minimum funding guarantee for
schools as Prop. 76 would remove the
state’s existing obligation to restore
funding to education when the economy
improves.

Compounding my concerns about

threats to education, Prop. 76 would also
eliminate our constitutional system of
checks and balances. It gives the gover-
nor unprecedented powers, including
the ability to unilaterally declare a fiscal
emergency, and cut general fund spend-
ing across the board if revenues fall 1.5
percent or more below forecast levels.
Under Prop. 76, budget decisions can be
made by the governor and his or her
political appointees behind closed
doors, with no public hearings or
accountability.

Prop. 76 would allow the governor
alone to cut additional funding for
schools in the middle of the year, creat-
ing havoc for local school budgets.
When faced with mid-year budget cuts,
school districts would not have the abil-
ity to release teachers due to contractual
constraints. The need to reduce expendi-
tures would therefore result in severe
cutbacks in other areas including classi-
fied staff — special education aides,
custodians, library assistants and office
staff — as well as textbooks, supplies;
and sports and other extra-curricular
programs. This would mean that schools
could not guarantee students a full and
comprehensive program throughout a
given school year. If our schools are to
continue to focus on improving student
achievement and meeting federal and
state standards for all students, they
must have a strong and stable source of
funding.

Prop. 76 would not solve California’s
budget deficit. This was admitted by no
less than the initiative’s own sponsor
during questioning at the Legislative
hearing on Prop. 76 earlier this month.
And, in a published report, California’s
non-partisan legislative analyst concurs,
saying that this proposal will not halt
autopilot spending, but rather increase
it. She also cautions against such a seri-
ous diminution of legislative budget
authority. Prop. 76 removes any incen-
tive for the governor and the legislature
to work together and does nothing to
prevent tax hikes.

Prop. 76 won’t solve our state’s bud-
get problems, but it will hurt our local
schools, our children, and by extension,
our communities.

On Nov. 8, make sure you vote to
make your voice heard. I urge you to
join with the California State PTA, and
vote “no” on Prop. 76.

(Laura Rosenbaum is president of the
Santa Monica-Malibu Council of PTAs.)

OPINIONS EXPRESSED are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of
the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are
letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention
to publish all letters we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference
will be given to those that are e-mailed to editor@smdp.com. All letters must include the
author's name and telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters also may be
mailed to our offices located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite 202, Santa Monica,
90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for

space and content.
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LOCAL

Fabian Lewkowicz/Daily Press
Halloween revelers scarf it down during a pumpkin pie-eating contest at the Police Activities
League’s PALloween event, held at the Barker Hangar at Santa Monica Airport on Monday.
PALloween is intended to provide a safe environment for kids on Halloween.

Veterans out to protect
what they claim 1s theirs

ANSWER CALL, from page 1

R. James Nicholson in Washington D.C.

The cards, which are being distributed
throughout the community, ask citizens to
officially oppose the commercial develop-
ment proposal; support a 25-year master
plan of the site and enhance services for
war veterans.

“People started really realizing that
there is a real potential for that land to be
sold off,” Landry said. “We are going out
to the community however we can.”

More than 3,000 people have signed
the cards, which will be first given to
Congressman Henry Waxman (D-Santa
Monica) and then delivered to Nicholson.
Nicholson is expected to make a decision
on the future of the property early next
year.

The group is worried that the
PricewaterhouseCoopers report given to
the Veterans Administration contains
loopholes and could lead to major devel-
opment on the property.

The site, bordered by the 405 Freeway,
and San Vicente and Wilshire boulevards,
currently contains the 800-bed VA hospi-
tal and outpatient treatment facilities.
Other than that, the property remains
largely unused.

“The services at the facilities have
deteriorated,” Landry said, adding that an
estimated 1 million veterans live in the
LA area. “Their therapeutic needs aren’t
being met.”

There are 70 buildings on the property,
many of which are closed or not being
used to their fullest potential. What’s
more attempting to navigate through the
VA system for health care and benefits is
a nightmare, Landry said.

Citizens for Veteran Rights members
say the Veterans Administration has
turned their backs on soldiers who laid
their life on the line for the country. And
when they returned from combat wounded
physically, mentally and emotionally,
they expected the VA to take care of them.
Instead, they are often met with bureau-
cratic red tape when applying for aid, or
turned away and left to fend for them-
selves, Landry said. Hundreds of home-
less vets sleep under empty buildings on
the site and on nearby freeway exits.

“There are a lot of things out there that
could be of great benefit to the vets,”
Landry said, adding that more veterans are
returning from Iraq and Afghanistan
injured with no established network to
assist them.

The group is pushing for a guarantee
that the West LA land will never be devel-
oped for anything other than veteran ser-
vices, and that an assessment be done to
determine what’s needed on the site to
adequately accommodate veterans’ bene-
fits.

“Our group intends to stay together and
be a watchdog out there,” Landry said.

Despite that the land was donated in
1888 as an old soldiers home intended to
remain for the direct benefits of veterans,
the West LA VA site has been eyed for
commercial development for years.

Five years ago, a proposal to build a
sports complex at the site surfaced.
Citizens for Veteran Rights successfully
fought against it. Now, they are thwarting
yet another land grab.

“It’s the most expensive property (the
VA) owns,” Landry said. “It may be one
of the most expensive pieces of land out-
side of Central Park.”

WHAT

can get the power of email working for your business?

g reatbignOISG www.greatbignoise.com

You want to lose those extra pounds but nothing
works...

WHAT ARE YOU “WEIGHTING” FOR?
(310) 235-2883
www.hypnotherapylosangeles.com

John McGirail, C.Ht.

When you buy IFOD mini & IPOD Pholo,
You get Free CD Ripping Service!

IFOD minl 805 +
§ CDs Mpping Service
LAh A

e |
i & = &

L
IPOG i 4G +
5 CDn ipping Service
S39.99

FOD 206G Phola +
10 C0s Ripping Service
e

PO 600G Fhalo +
10CCs Ripping Jevvice
b LR

= Muidl Bfag yonr hawiele S04,
Wi poll figi bS youd Aeiw IPOD |

beetween dih and Sth Sireed

Let them know where to eat...

CALL US TO ADD YOUR RESTAURANT TO OUR BI-WEEKLY DINING GUIDE

(310) 458-7737

Santa Wonica Daify ress




Page 6 0 Wednesday, November 2, 2005 0 Santa Monica Daily Press

TAXI SERVICE - §1590

“Santa Monica’s Premier Taxi Service” P 1 P
METRO CAB CO. !'““ﬁgia““'!

iy 'l. i 'Iil.lrllq_rluh:mnr- i

- —_ I | _Long Besch Alpor
sl = o 4 = |_..-.,:.,.-£ T |

Promg - _"'l iy _"":r ':1 = : ‘25 a :
BT L e o -i
BT 000 wm g AR
call, (310) 434- 1999 { 20% OFF |
‘*m%:ﬁs&m com PR o

% i P b i e 8 o s e e o

BOB GABRIEL INSURANCE

Providing Professional & Personalized Service Since 1936

m Auto Experts

m Life, Disability & Pension

| m Homeowners m Commercial & Business

m Workers Compensation m Group & Individual Health

Representing “A” rated companies
including MERCURY INSURANCE

California survey shows Mercury Insurance Auto
rates to be the most competetive in this area.

Phone Quotes Available

310.829.0305

2325 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica

We encourage you to visit the Santa
Monica Historical Society Museum —
The Archives of Santa Monica.
1539 Euclid (310) 395-2290

06£98510

Since 1993
Available for private parties

14

Corner of 14™ and Santa Monica Blvd.
www.14below.com

Uhcoming
Headliners

SPORTS GRILL

Next door to 14/Below

Available for Private Parties
Lunch Time Delivery Available
1333 Santa Monica Blvd.

[ Corner of 14th and Santa
Monica Blvd. ]
(310) 899-0076

YOUR SM HEADQUARTERS FOR
THE NFL AND NCAA FOOTBALL.

$2.50

DRAFTS

BUD, BUD LIGHT, HEFEWIEZEN, RED HOOK
DURING ALL NFL AND NCAA GAMES.

Happy Hour
Mon-Fri, 5-7pm

HALF PRICE DRINKS AND APPETIZERS

MONDAY, OCTOBER 31, 2005

Halloween Party
Featuring:

The Solutionaries

NHL HOCKEY
IS BACK, WATCH
~IT HERE! |

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2005

Kelly Slattery &
Friends

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2005

Underneith What
MLB PLAYOFF ACTION
. LIVE RIGHT HERE |

For Band Booking Info Call (310) 360-9635

LOCAL u NATIONALL 2

Calling on VA leaders
to ‘honor spirit’ of deed

BACKING VETS, from page 1

for the VA’s struggling health care sys-
tem, officials say.

The VA’s consultant, Pricewaterhouse-
Coopers, issued a report in September
which assesses the VA grounds and pro-
vides eight options by which it may be
renovated or re-developed to maximize
use.

According to PricewaterhouseCoopers’
120-page report, the West LA grounds is
among the largest health care campuses in
the VA system. The nearly 400 acres has
91 structures totaling 2,807,039 in gross
square feet. A law called the Cranston Act
protects nearly one quarter of the grounds
from being sold. In addition, eight organi-
zations have agreements in place which
limit what can be done to portions of the
land for the next 10 to 40 years.

The report calls for upgrading aging
buildings and increasing their ability to
provide medical services. In addition, it’s
suggested that large tracts of land may be
privatized and includes possibly construct-
ing a private medical research institute on
20 to 30 acres; using dozens of acres to
create a private mixed-use condominium
building, as well as erecting a 60,000-
square-foot medical office building.

However, Southland political leaders
and hundreds of residents who participat-
ed in a Sept. 22 public meeting at the VA
grounds feel the development option is no
option at all. They blame an under-fund-
ed, maybe even mismanaged VA for its
“underutilized” West LA facilities and say
that veteran services are needed there
more than ever. While a handful of atten-
dees said they would be open to commer-
cial development if it somehow addressed
veteran needs, the vast majority were
adamantly opposed to such a move. Some
indicated it was the responsibility of the
federal government to maintain the
grounds, not private interest groups.

Some officials at the meeting also
referred to a recent county report which
indicates there are 17,000 homeless vets
living on the streets in the metropolitan
area. They also said more veterans may be
arriving from American-occupied areas,
who may need help getting on their feet.

Congressman Henry Waxman, Los
Angeles County  Supervisor Zev
Yaroslavsky and dozens of elected city

officials whose jurisdictions are affected
by the VA grounds, have all indicated
they are against any proposal that would
consider private development.

Waxman said suggestions to use the
VA grounds for purposes that don’t
directly benefit veterans is unfortunate but
not entirely unusual.

“There is a history of attempts by com-
mercial interests to develop the West LA
VA property,” Waxman told the Daily
Press. “Our veterans, community and
elected officials have fought them strenu-
ously and successfully in the past.

“We are firmly united in our opposition
to any effort to use the VA campus for
commercial purposes. This land belongs
to our veterans.”

Officials say it’s crucial to convince the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs, R. James
Nicholson, that it would be a mistake to
privatize portions of the VA grounds. In a
letter to Nicholson dated Oct. 7, Waxman,
several members of Congress, and Sen.
Barbara Boxer and Sen. Diane Feinstein,
all indicated the Secretary ought to con-
sider six principles to guide him in re-
evaluating the VA grounds’ use.

Among the requests, the letter asks that
Nicholson “honor the spirit of the 1888
deed from John P. Jones and Arcadia B.
de Baker granting the land as an Old
Soldiers Home by adopting the principle
that in perpetuity the land must be main-
tained for the direct benefit of veterans.”

Santa Monica City Councilman
Richard Bloom said the fate of the VA is
up to a handful of people in Washington.
However, he said any move that would
aim to privatize portions of the VA would
be contradictory to its purpose.

“I think it’s important to understand
that the main issue is whether or not por-
tions of the VA site are going to be used
for commercial development, and it’s
very clear that there is virtually no support
for that in the Los Angeles region,”
Bloom said. “We can only hope that the
VA directors are hearing that message and
that it would be a very counterproductive
move for the site.”

Officials say the VA will continue to
consider public comment for the rest of
the year on its re-evaluation process.
Those interested in the issue are encour-
aged to send letters to Nicholson in
Washington.

Hallucinogenic tea case is first
religious freedom test for Roberts

BY GINA HOLLAND

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — The Supreme Court
debated Tuesday whether to let a small con-
gregation in New Mexico worship with hal-
lucinogenic tea, the first religious freedom
dispute under Chief Justice John Roberts.

Justice Sandra Day O’Connor seemed
skeptical of the Bush administration’s
claim that the tea can be banned, but she
may not be around to vote in the case.

About 130 members of a Brazil-based
church have been in a long-running dis-
pute with federal agents who seized their
tea in 1999. The hoasca tea, which con-
tains an illegal drug known as DMT, is
considered sacred to members of O Centro

Espirita Beneficiente Uniao do Vegetal.

The Bush administration contends the tea
is not only illegal but potentially dangerous.

The Supreme Court has dealt with reli-
gious drug cases before. Justices ruled 15
years ago that states could criminalize the
use of peyote by American Indians. But
Congress changed the law to allow the
sacramental use in tribal services of pey-
ote, a bitter-tasting cactus that includes the
hallucinogen mescaline.

O’Connor pointed out during Tuesday’s
argument that Congress changed the rules.
She interrupted the Bush administration
lawyer in his opening statement and pep-
pered him with difficult questions.

See TEA TIME, page 7
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RAD reply:

Developer

revisits Bus Barn plans

RAD REPLY, from page 1

groups would be likely.

In September, the Metropolitan
Transportation Authority’s board of direc-
tors approved an agreement with RAD
Jefferson, LLC, on plans to exchange
MTA’s 3.13-acre bus yard property locat-
ed at Sunset Avenue and Main Street in
Venice for construction of a new 4.66-
acre transportation facility on Jefferson
Boulevard in West Los Angeles.

The proposal called for constructing a
255,766-square-foot building at the Bus
Barn site that would have been up to 56 feet
tall, and include 214 condos and 20,000
square feet of commercial retail space.

However, members of a planning com-
mittee, part of the Grass Roots Venice
Neighborhood Council (GRVNC), attend-
ed an Oct. 19 meeting in which they wrote
16 recommendations they wanted RAD to
address before they’d sign off on the
development. At the same time, Los
Angeles 11th District Councilman Bill
Rosendahl said he will not support the
project, which is to be built within his
jurisdiction, unless RAD receives a nod
from the GRVNC, which hopes to become
a revitalized community group during
Rosendahl’s term.

“I sat down with RAD and encouraged
them to withdraw their application and
begin having serious and meaningful dis-
cussions with groups in the community,”
Rosendahl said. “I also encouraged them
to set aside a substantial amount of the site
for affordable housing and (I) expressed
concerns about traffic mitigation as well.

“We’ll see what happens.”

The Venice property has been used by
transit agencies for more than 100 years.
However, it’s inefficient, costing $5 mil-
lion a year in wasted drive time — the dis-
tance in miles a transit bus must travel
before entering a revenue-generating area,
according to MTA officials.

The Venice bus division accommo-
dates 77 buses and can’t handle clean-air
natural gas (CNG) fueling. Before the

swap occurs, RAD Jefferson is to build
MTA’s new facility, which will include
CNG fueling, according to the agreement.
The new West LA facility will handle 150
buses — all of which will operate on CNG
— according to MTA officials.

The Venice Sunset property is valued
at $12.9 million, and the agreement calls
for MTA to kick in $8 million to make up
the difference in the cost of the new trans-
portation center.

In a letter sent to the Los Angeles city
planning department, Rosendahl indicated
he has heard an outcry from constituents
who oppose the RAD development. In
particular, he has issues with exemptions
the developer seeks for height, density and
design.

The GRVNC’s land use and planning
committee voted (5-2) in favor of recom-
mending 16 changes to RAD’s proposal.

Among the design changes, the com-
mittee requested the building’s maximum
height be reduced from 56 to 35 feet.
Commercial development would be bro-
ken up from one tenant occupying 20,000
square feet to 10 tenants occupying 2,000
square feet, committee members said.

In addition, the developer would be
required to make several concessions for
public benefit, including: An arts compo-
nent added to the site; the expansion of
sidewalks, bus, bike and other traffic mit-
igation measures; and the creation of a
park area and community room.

Committee members said 20 percent of
housing units should be designated for
very low-income residents and 10 percent
should be designated for moderate-
income residents.

Calls to committee members were not
returned.

Jody Litvak, regional community rela-
tions manager for the MTA, said the agree-
ment with RAD would allow the transit
agency to provide better service to users in
which the buses would use cleaner gas.

Litvak said MTA has been working for
25 years to relinquish the Venice bus yard

property.

Peyote case could be precedent

TEA TIME, from page 6

Other justices also seemed concerned
by the government’s claim that an excep-
tion could be made for peyote, but not for
hoasca tea.

“That is a rather rough problem under
the First Amendment,” said Justice
Stephen Breyer.

Justice Antonin Scalia, who wrote the
1990 peyote opinion, said tribes have been
using peyote _ “a demonstration you can
make an exception without the sky falling.”

The man nominated to replace the retir-
ing O’Connor, Samuel Alito, has dealt with
a variety of religion cases as an appeals
court judge. He wrote a 1999 opinion
allowing Muslim police officers to keep
their beards and voted that year to permit a
government holiday display containing a
creche and secular symbols of the season.

Alito could be called on to vote in the reli-
gious tea case with a new argument session,
if justices are divided 4-4 when O’Connor
leaves the court. Her votes only count in
cases decided while she is still on the bench.
This case could take months to decide.

"It’s not clear how he would rule,” said

Anthony Picarello, president of The Becket
Fund for Religious Liberty. “Normally reli-
gious freedom cases are tricky to predict.
This one is especially tricky.”

Bush administration lawyer Edwin
Kneedler told justices that the drug not only
violates a federal narcotics law, but a treaty
in which the United States promised to block
the importation of drugs including dimethyl-
tryptamine, also known as DMT. The hoas-
ca tea had been imported from Brazil.

He said other countries could back off
the international war-on-drugs, citing lax
U.S. enforcement of the treaty. Kneedler
noted that the peyote used by American
Indians is grown in America and used here.

The herbal hoasca brew is used in com-
munion by the church, which has a blend of
Christian beliefs and South American tradi-
tions. Members believe they can understand
God only by drinking the tea, which is con-
sumed twice a month at four-hour ceremonies.

The Supreme Court argument was live-
ly, with the new chief justice a particular-
ly active questioner. Roberts asked tough
questions of both sides. He suggested that
the Bush administration was demanding
too much, a “zero tolerance approach.”
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One-man Forest Service gets into the thick of it

BY JEFF DELONG

Associated Press Writer

RENO, Nev. — Back when Don Harris resigned as a
deputy sheriff and signed on as a Forest Service cop, his
recruiter told him to expect a change of pace.

“He said the Forest Service is going to be a little more
boring than what you’re used to,” Harris recalls.

These days, Harris is the only federal law enforcement
officer who regularly patrols nearly 1.8 million acres of
national forest from north of Reno south to Mono Lake,
Calif.

It’s a scenic and rural landscape with increasingly
urban problems, including drug-fueled youth parties, ille-
gal dumping, vandalism, assaults and even murder.

The job is not exactly the one Harris expected.

“Lo and behold, I'm almost back in a city beat,” said
Harris, 37. “You could almost run a cop series on the
stuff that we do.”

It’s a situation common across the West, particularly
near fast-growing areas, said Joanne Tynon, a professor
at Oregon State University who has studied crime on
national forest land.

Increasingly, Forest Service officers like Harris are
patrolling vast stretches of land, usually alone, and are
encountering more of the types of crime expected on city
streets, Tynon said.

Interviews first conducted in 1998 by Tynon and col-
leagues at eight different areas managed by the Forest
Service determined that a wide range of crimes are occur-
ring in the forest, often involving “urban spillover” activ-
ities, including gangs and drive-by shootings, rapes and
assaults.

They expected marijuana cultivation to be an issue and
weren’t disappointed. But they were surprised at the
scope of methamphetamine manufacturing occurring on
national forest land. Officers even reported evidence of
satanic cult activity.

"I guess the bottom line is it’s a little frightening,”
Tynon said. “You couldn’t pay me to do what they do.”

As a Forest Service officer, Harris expected to con-
centrate on resource-related crimes _ illegal timber cut-
ting, theft of archaeological resources and squatters liv-
ing on public land.

Those things keep him busy. But what left Harris
“totally surprised” was the level of potentially dangerous
urban-type crimes he encounters.

This summer, while patrolling south of Reno, Harris
came upon a pair of men smoking marijuana in the
woods. They turned out to be drug runners transporting a
load of heroin from Reno to Bishop, Calif.

Then there’s the gang activity of the type Harris so
often dealt with in previous law enforcement jobs in New
Mexico and El Paso, Texas.

“I thought I left all that gang stuff back there and here
it is again,” Harris said. “I’ve dealt with the Mexican
Mafia in the forest. They want to recreate, too.”

A year ago, the Forest Service discovered a garden of
2,000 marijuana plants growing in a drainage midway up
Mount Rose, a short drive from Reno on the way to Lake
Tahoe.

And there have been murders in the forested moun-
tains west of Reno, all of them still unsolved. In 1982, the
body of a still-unidentified woman who had been shot to
death was found by hikers in the popular Tahoe Meadows
near the summit of Mount Rose.

In March 2003, a snowshoer found the body of 29-
year-old Luis Carlos Mireles-Quezada of Reno partially
buried in snow off the Mount Rose Highway. He had
been shot in the chest. Six months later, the body of 36-
year-old Tammy Jean Brown of Reno was found on
Forest Service land not far away in Thomas Creek
Canyon. Investigators suspect Brown was strangled else-
where and her body dumped in the woods, an increasing-
ly common practice on public land.

The danger can be very real to officials patrolling the
backcountry. During a recent set of interviews with
Forest Service officers, the university researchers report-
ed two-thirds of them said they had been threatened or
attacked on duty.

In 1990, an unarmed female Forest Service ranger was
attacked while patrolling a canyon on the edge of Reno.
The woman came upon two men carrying assault rifles
and was assaulted. The men hit the woman on the head
with a rifle and attempted a sexual assault before fleeing.
They were never caught.

Camped at Mount Rose Summit, Stan Musgrave of
Vacaville, Calif., said he’s noticed changing behavior of

people while visiting public land in recent years.

There’s a place near Mammoth Lakes he used to like
to visit but doesn’t anymore after he had problems with
aggressive panhandlers. Another place Musgrave used to
visit near Lake Shasta also is off-limits after he encoun-
tered squatters who made him uncomfortable.

“I didn’t like the looks of them, I have to be honest,”
Musgrave said. “There are places I don’t go anymore.
They’re changing.”

Across the Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest, which
at 6.3 million acres is the largest in the lower 48 states,
only six full-time and one part-time law officers are on
the job.

Ed Monnig, the forest’s acting supervisor, said boost-
ing the federal law enforcement presence on national for-
est land is a challenge.

“The budget constraints are real and we have to bal-
ance law enforcement with all our other needs,” Monnig
said.

Complicating the matter is a general resistance to fed-
eral cops in many parts of the country, including Nevada,
home to the “sagebrush rebellion,” Monnig said.

And bottom-line, “we’re never going to have enough
people on the ground to keep up with all the criminal
activity that’s out there.”

When asked if the situation worries him while on his
solo patrols, Harris has a ready answer.

“I believe in tactical withdrawals, myself,” he said.
“And I’ve got my radio. I’ve got backup if I need it.”

Chances are that backup will be the local sheriff’s
office. Local law enforcement is increasingly being
tapped to patrol public lands on overtime with the feder-
al government paying the costs.

It’s a relationship becoming increasingly important as
activity on public land intensifies, said Jim Lopey, assis-
tant sheriff for Washoe County, pointing to growth in the
Truckee Meadows area.

Criminal activity in the national forest is bound to
increase as other communities in northern Nevada, the
Sacramento Valley and the Sierra foothills continue to
explode in population, said Rob Levy, undersheriff for
Alpine County, Calif., south of Lake Tahoe.

“Just look at the growth,” Levy said. “They’re all com-
ing here to play and those that have bad habits bring them.”

National forest trying out ‘green’ logging certification

BY JEFF BARNARD

AP Environmental Writer

GRANTS PASS, Ore. — Private timber companies have
been getting “green” certifications for the past decade to
boost sales among consumers who want to be assured
that forests are not harmed by producing the lumber they
buy.

Now the U.S. Forest Service, battered by court battles
over balancing logging against fish and wildlife habitat,
is looking into it.

A portion of the Fremont National Forest in southern
Oregon and the Allegheny National Forest in
Pennsylvania will be the first of seven national forests to
undergo an audit under the standards of two major sys-
tems: the Sustainable Forestry Initiative, developed by
the U.S. timber industry, and the Forest Stewardship
Council, an international group based in Germany that
grew out of the 1992 Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro.

The Forest Service said it is following a global trend
to have third parties declare forest management as sus-
tainable, and needs the public’s confidence as it faces
new challenges, such as invasive species, global warming
and combatting unauthorized off-highway vehicle trails.
Wanting to go slowly, it will just go through the audit
process, and won’t immediately seek final certification.

“Here we are providing advice to other countries and
not even doing it on our own land,” said Sally Collins,
associated chief of the Forest Service, from Washington,
D.C. “It made us think we ought to at least test this,
because it’s becoming an international language and we
ought to be able to show we manage our forests sustain-
ably.”

The sustainability standards address issues such as
making sure new trees are growing to replace those that
are cut, controlling erosion and protecting fish and
wildlife habitat and clean water. The Forest Stewardship

Council standards go further to assure protection of
social issues, such as sacred tribal sites; and economic
considerations, such as maintaining longterm jobs, in
addition to the environment.

The Collins Companies (no relation to Sally Collins),
the first timber company in North America to win FSC
certification, greened up its act to gain a marketing
advantage, and hopes bringing in a third party to validate
the national forests will break the gridlock that has crip-
pled timber production from federal lands and allowed
wildfires on national forests to damage private timber.

“I'm a fourth generation lumberman,” said Wade
Mosby, senior vice president of the Collins Companies,
which has headquarters in Portland. “What my dad and
grandfather did is not accepted practice today. There is a
balance. That pendulum needs to swing back. It needs to
be done in a sustainable way, not a political manner. Let
the professionals decide. That’s what this does.”

Environmental groups are wary, wondering whether
standards for industrial forests can be translated to public
lands where fish and wildlife habitat, clean water and recre-
ation are supposed to get equal treatment, and whether this
is laying the groundwork to toss out the environmental laws
that have given them so many court victories.

“We are very skeptical this is going to be an adequate
replacement,” said Mike Anderson, an analyst for The
Wilderness Society. “Lots of people have said the Forest
Service needs to rebuild trust with the public. That’s cer-
tainly true. But you know, I just don’t know whether cer-
tification has really improved public acceptance of pri-
vate land logging practices.”

Robert Hrubes, senior vice president of Scientific
Certification Systems, in Emeryville, Calif., will visit the
Fremont National Forest in November with a team that
will start looking at the Lakeview Cooperative Sustained
Yield Unit, nearly 500,000 acres devoted to producing
timber for local mills. They will look at paperwork, for-

est plans, and the forest itself to see if it is sustainable
environmentally, socially and economically.

“Tens of millions of acres of state forest lands around
the country have already undergone the process,” he said.
“If it makes sense for a state department of natural
resources to engage in certification, I don’t see why it
wouldn’t make sense for managers of federal lands.”

Back in the late 1980s, when national forests were pro-
ducing 12 billion board feet a year — a quarter of nation-
al lumber consumption — the Lakeview area had five
mills working off the unit, which was turning out about
150 million board feet a year.

Collins’ Fremont Mill is the only one left, working
mostly off timber grown on Collins’ own lands. Mosby
said they have only been able to buy 5 million board feet
a year off the unit in recent years, and much of that was
killed by fire or insects, making it less valuable. He fig-
ures it could sustainably produce as much as 80 million
board feet, 20 million board feet more than the Fremont
Mill now uses. The audit will see if he is right.

Mosby said Collins got into certification after seeing a
Danish lumber retailer shut down by protests over
clearcutting tropical hardwood forests, and enjoyed a
market advantage in the early going. That has mostly
evaporated as the industry has followed suit, most of
them with the less stringent SFI standard. But it is likely
to become more of a factor as sustainability building
standards — already common in commercial construc-
tion — are adopted in residential construction.

“It’s just like organic food,” said Mosby. “There is a
certain segment that will pay extra to put organic or stuff
with no pesticides in their body.”

“It has fundamentally changed the fabric of the indus-
try,” said Catherine Mater, a forest engineering consul-
tant in Corvallis. “It did so without the force of legisla-
tion or regulation behind it. It was a market-driven
approach, a voluntary approach.”
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GOP enthusiastic about Alito;
Democrats mulling filibuster

JESSE J. HOLLAND

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — Supreme Court nominee Samuel
Alito is “clearly within the mainstream” and shouldn’t be
filibustered, declared a Republican who helped fashion a
plan limiting parliamentary roadblocks for judicial nom-
inees.

Sen. Mike DeWine, who met with President Bush’s
latest high court choice earlier Tuesday, warned
Democrats he would side with GOP leaders to eliminate
the judicial filibuster if the minority party uses it against
the New Jersey judge.

“It’s hard for me to envision that anyone would think
about filibustering this nominee,” said DeWine, an Ohio
Republican who sided with 13 other Republicans and
Democrats earlier this year to end a Senate stalemate over
judicial filibusters.

Some Democrats were contemplating just such a move
as the 55-year-old Alito began courting senators on the
second day of his Supreme Court candidacy.

“The filibuster’s on the table,” Democratic Sen.
Barbara Boxer of California said after Bush announced
that the U.S. Appeals Court judge was his pick to replace
his previous unsuccessful choice, White House counsel
Harriet Miers, as the successor for retiring Justice Sandra
Day O’Connor.

Others are cautioning their colleagues against rushing
to judgment. “Ordinarily it takes six to eight weeks to
evaluate a Supreme Court nominee. We shouldn’t rush to
judgment,” Sen. Dick Durbin, D-IIl., the No. 2 Senate
Democrat, said on CBS’ “The Early Show.”

DeWine, who met with Alito for more than an hour, is
one of the 14 centrist senators Democrats need to sustain
a filibuster. Without the group’s seven Republicans,
Democrats would not be able to prevent Senate Majority
Leader Bill Frist, R-Tenn., from abolishing judicial fili-
busters and confirming judges with a simple majority
vote. The Republicans hold 55 of the 100 seats in the
Senate.

DeWine made clear Tuesday that a Democratic fili-
buster would not have his support, saying he didn’t see
how “anyone would think that this would constitute what
our group of 14 termed ‘extraordinary circumstances’
that would justify a filibuster.”

“This is a nomination of a judge who is clearly within
the mainstream of conservative thought,” he added.

The so-called “Gang of 14 will hold its first meeting
on Alito Thursday.

The White House on Tuesday named former Indiana
Republican Sen. Dan Coats and former Republican Party
chairman Ed Gillespie to help guide Alito through his
confirmation process. The two served in the same capac-
ity for Miers, who withdrew her nomination last week
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The Law Offices of Clifford C. Nichols

A Law Firm Dedicated To Defending Those
Charged With CRIMES

Al Felonies and Misdemeanors
Juveniles and Adults

Offices Currently Located in the Searise Tower at
233 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 400
Santa Monica California
(Directly Across from The Promenade)

For An Appointment Call: (310) 917-1083

InThe Case Of An Emergency, 1o Speak With An Attomey
Immediatefy Call Our 24 Hour Hotline: (310) 909-9024

www.cliffnicholslaw.com

after some conservatives refused to fully support her can- |

didacy and questioned whether she was qualified.

Conservatives are much more comfortable with Alito
than they were with Miers because of his conservative
track record as a federal judge, prosecutor and a Reagan
administration lawyer.

Miers had never been a judge.

The nomination got Bush on the good side again of
conservative and anti-abortion groups, who declared
Alito a winner after opposing Miers.

James Dobson, founder of Focus on the Family
Action, said he was “extremely pleased,” and the anti-
abortion Operation: Rescue declared that the country was
on “the fast-track to derailing Roe v. Wade as the law of
the land.”

Bush, who has seen his standing eroded by the insur-
gency in Iraq, rising fuel prices, Hurricane Katrina mis-
takes, the indictment of a top aide to Vice President Dick
Cheney and Miers’ nomination, emphasized Alito’s work
on “thousands of appeals” and “hundreds of opinions”
when he introduced the candidate to the nation Tuesday.

"He has a deep understanding of the proper role of
judges in our society,” Bush said at the White House. “He
understands that judges are to interpret the laws, not to
impose their preferences or priorities on the people.”

Alito pledged to uphold the duty of a judge to “inter-
pret the Constitution and the laws faithfully and fairly, to
protect the constitutional rights of all Americans, and to
do these things with care and with restraint.”

Democrats, however, are deeply suspicious of Alito,
with Sen. Harry Reid of Nevada, the party’s leader, won-
dering aloud “why those who want to pack the court with
judicial activists are so much more enthusiastic about
him” than Miers.

Alito upheld a requirement for spousal notification in
an abortion case more than a decade ago, although Senate
Judiciary Chairman Arlen Specter — an abortion rights
Republican — insisted that doesn’t mean Alito would
rule to overturn Roe v. Wade, the 1973 ruling that estab-
lished abortion rights.

Earlier this year, with O’Connor casting the deciding
vote, the high court threw out a death sentence that Alito
had upheld in the case of a man who argued that his
lawyer had been ineffective.

Republicans, meanwhile, returned to their insistence
that all judicial nominees deserve hearings and confirma-
tion votes.

“I expect the Judiciary Committee to conduct a fair
and dignified hearing in a timely manner, followed by an
up or down vote by the Senate,” said Sen. Charles
Grassley, R-lowa, and a member of the Senate Judiciary
Committee.

Bush’s first nominee this year, John Roberts, is now
chief justice.
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Professional Service by Professional People

Full service. Big savings.
. The experts next door...
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ONLY $6.,950* To Sell Your Home

Call Today For a Free Consaliaiion

Help-U-Sell Westside Properties Presents
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2035 4th St #303C, Santa Monica 90405

$539,000
Open Sun 1-4pm
Cool designer 1 bedroom penthouse with breathtak-
ing city and mountain views! Prime location - short
walk to trendy Main Street shops, restaurants, the
beach, and Third Street Promenade! Gorgeous
remodeled kitchen including granite countertops and
maple cabinets. An added bonus office space and two
large walk-in closets make this home a great find!

2002 4th St. #212, Santa Monica, 90405

$499,000
Open Sun 1-4pm

Fabulous Ocean Park location...close to trendy Main
Street shopping and dining. Extremely light and bright
one bedroom w/maple hardwood floors. Low HOA
dues include year-round heated pool, covered
parking and earthquake insurance. Hard to resist!
Vacant and easy to show
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11920 Goshen Ave #202, Brentwood
1632 Camden Ave. #302, Los Angeles...2BD,1.75BA, 1,122sq.ft.{A)..$549,000
10124 Hollow Glen Cir, Bel Air
629 Tdaho Ave. #1, Santa Monica. 1BD,1BA,617sq.ft......
8001 Redlands Ave. Playa Del Rey...2BR,2BA, 1,066sq.ft.(A)...
4BD, 2.5BA, 2,263sq.ft(A)...
1741 Colby Ave, #301 Los Angeles
11636 Montana Ave. #108, Brentwood
1307 Ashland Ave, Santa Monica

Open Sun 1-4pm
Open Sun 1-4pm
....Call For Information
In Escrow

...In Escrow
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Prime Inglewood M1-Zoned Owner/User/ Investor
1131 East Florence, Inglewood, CA 90302
Asking price: $1,300,000

Bow truss ceilings + lots of volume. 11,113 sq.ft. light industrial - INM1 zoned -
on a 13,996 sq.ft. lot. Warehouse has high ceilings + office space + semi-
detached garage. Close to 405 + 105 fwys. Minutes to the Great Western Forum.
Currently leased as Body shop for $4500.00 per month thru April 2006.
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Jodi Summers * Boardwalk Realty
310.309.4219 * jodis@boardwalkrealty.com

Finding a contractor
harder than it seems

DAYS ON
THE MARKET

BY JODI SUMMERS

If you’ve ever considered minor reno-
vations on a property — a modern recep-
tion area, or an updated bath or kitchen —
you soon realize that it’s really difficult to
get a good contractor to do your small job.

“If we continue to be as busy as we’ve
been over the past three years, small jobs
become very undesirable,” notes licensed
contractor Orn Svenson. “Depending
upon what my schedule is, a small job
could be anything from fixing a warped
door to a bathroom remodel.”

Call seven contractors, maybe two will
return your call. With interest rates having
been so low and the value of property ris-
ing so steeply, a lot of money is being put
into home improvement.

“I like to keep myself scheduled for
three or four weeks out, but no more than
that,” notes contractor Kevin Mogan. “A
lot of times, whether I return a call, or take
a job is a matter of timing as much as any-
thing else. I have to ask myself, “What
does my schedule look like for the next
few weeks? Do I need more work?’”

Contractors will tell you that the way to
get one of them to do your small job is to
get a referral. Ask your associates, friends
and family which contractors they use.
When you call their contractor, leave the
name of the person that referred you.
Many contractors will do a small job to
stay in the good graces of an established
client.

Those in the business of properties —
real estate agents, mortgage lenders,
inspectors, appraisers — all have lists of
people they refer out.

“When looking for a good contractor,
recommendation is definitely the best way
to go,” notes contractor Ray Johnson. “At
this point in time, contractors are lucky to
be in a position to be able to pick and
choose. If I'm not looking for work, I
don’t return calls, unless it’s a referral.”

Johnson, who has been doing contract-
ing work for nearly 25 years, does only
referral work. He started at carpentry, and
continues to focus on that aspect of con-
struction. He hires subcontractors for
electrical, plumbing, tile and stone work.

“If you want to be really hands-on and
get the best deal, ask your contractor who
their subcontractors are,” Johnson said.
“Then, when you are negotiating on a
price for the job, ask to see the supply esti-
mates, as well as the price estimates from
the subcontractors. Your contractor will
think you know what you’re doing and
think several times before overcharging
you.”

Another way to find a contractor is to
stop by properties that are currently being
worked on. When you see a property
under the construction, talk to the proper-
ty owner and talk to the crew. People
involved in construction know other peo-
ple involved in construction. Many skilled

contractors don’t need to advertise to find
new business, so you many not find them
through advertising.

“A word of advice, stay away from the
bigger construction firms — they usually
work for insurance companies,” advises
Johnson. “If a fire damages 20 houses,
that construction firm might handle all of
them, but their job is to get in and out of
each property quickly as they can, for as
economically as they can. If it’s your
property, you want someone who does
quality work.”

The Contractors State License Board
advises that property owners:

B Do deal only with licensed contrac-
tors.

B Don’t rush into the repairs, no matter
how badly they are needed.

B Don’t hire the first contractor who
comes along.

B Do ask to see the contractor’s “pock-
et license” or “Home Improvement Sales
Registration.”

All contractors are issued pocket licens-
es that show the type of trade in which
they are licensed and the expiration date of
the license. http://www.cslb.ca.gov also
allows you to check the license status of a
contractor.

“A lot of people who work as contrac-
tors don’t have licenses, or the license is
expired,” observes Johnson. “If they don’t
have a license, they probably don’t have
insurance or workmen’s comp, which puts
all the responsibility on the property
owner.”

And Mogan offers this bit of advice:
“Another way to find qualified people is
through a local supplier — companies that
sell electrical items, paint, doors and the
like — and ask them for recommenda-
tions. Many contractors have accounts at
their favorite supplier. Most suppliers
have a list of people they feel at ease rec-
ommending. It keeps us accountable. If
we don’t do a good job, word will proba-
bly get back to the supplier.”

Tomas Zahlten of Steven Ehrlich
Architects suggests that when picking a
contractor; choose one “who regularly
works in your area on projects have a sim-
ilar size and scope.”

“If you have a kitchen remodel of a
bathroom, you don’t want to work with
someone who specializes in rehabbing
office space,” he said.

Everyone you ask suggests you get at least
three bids and ask for references. Specialists
say you also have to find someone who has a
personality you can work with.

The Contractors State License Board
has a publication titled “What You Should
Know Before You Hire a Contractor” to
assist the public in making informed deci-
sions when dealing with contractors.
Order by calling 1-800-321-CSLB (2752),
or download an order form on the Internet
at www.cslb.ca.gov .

(Jodi Summers is director of the invest-
ment division at Boardwalk Realty Santa
Monica. Contact her at jodis@board-
walkrealty.com, or call (310) 309-4219.
Visit her community history Web site at
www.santamonicalandmarks.com.)
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FirstChoiceRealty CA.com
“Qver 25 years of bringing people home”
OUR UNIQUE FINANCING REFLECTSTHE EVER CHANGING MARKET!

List & Lock:
We LOCK in a low rate for the buyer of your home, free of charge, for up to 6 months.

Buyers never worry about rates going up for YOUR HOME.
Sho% & Lock:
We LOCK in a low rate, free of charge, for the purchase of your new home for up to 6

months. Shop without worry about missing today’s low interest rates.
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ASK OUR AGENTS ABOUT OUR LIFETIME FREE CONCIERGE SERVICE FOR ALL OF OUR CLIENTS.

3912 Sawtelle Blvd, Culver City

Beautiful pride of ownership triplex on Westside perfect for an owner user. Unit mix consists of 2 1+1 and
1 2+1. Units have remodeled kitchens and bathrooms with hardwood floors throughout. Well maintained
and manicured gardens help create a peaceful atmosphere. Convenient location close to schools, freeway &
beaches. Please do not disturb tenants. Buyer to cooperate in 1031 exchange at no cost to buyer.

Chris Hrobak & Melissa Susser 310 393-8491 ext 13# or 310 210-6311, 310 916-7098

124 Park Place, Venice

3 units + storage or art studio space in well maintained 1922 craftsman on beautiful North

C Venice beach walk street. Looks like a single-family residence. Easily convert to single fam-

=] ily home or keep as rental and home. Building has newer roof and copper plumbing through-

[ out. Studio space is currently vacant. Owner will carry 1st with 25% down. Owner is agent.
LRI

$1,099,000

11411 W Washington Place, palms/Mar Vista

Great 4 unit building on Westside. Good unit mix, (2) 2+1 and (2) 1+1 units. Low rents with great upside poten-
tial. Close to beach, airport, freeways & Culver City schools. 2 garages are rented for additional income.

Jack Susser 310/393-8491 x4#

Chris Hrobak & Melissa Susser 310 393-8491 ext 13# or 310 210-6311, 310 916-7098

=29 Windsor, Hancock Park

Bright and spacious 2 bedroom 2-bath apartment available for lease. Please call for details.
$1,800 Month

Karen Acoca 310/393-8491 x23 or 310/261-4089

ERA REALTY IS THE PROUD WINNER OF THE 2005 JD POWER & ASSOCIATES
AWARD FOR HIGHEST OVERALL SATISFACTION FOR FIRST TIME HOME SELLERS.

“We sell it or we buy it”

www.matillarealty.com

225 Culver Blvd. Playa del Rey CA 90293
(310) 305-8000 office (310) 306-6177 fax
steven.matilla@era.com
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MATILLA REALTY

Steve Matilla
Owner/Broker

Great Investment Prorty in Santa Monica

2645 28th St Santa Monica

Clean seven unit residential income property in prime Santa Monica area. Annual income is $132,000. 6 units are
at market rents. Well maintained large apartments, with some recently rehabed. Copper plumbing throughout, new
sewer. [deal location, north of Ocean Park, east of Cloverfield, close to shops, restaurants, commercial centers, easy
freeway access, located blocks from Santa Monica City College.

Offered at- $2 600,000

Call 310 305-8000 x101 - STEVE MATILLA
PLAYA del REY DUPLEX with WETLANDS VIEW

Designer 3 bdrm, 3 bath home with pristine views of the ocean and North coastline to
the West and a panoramic Marina channel, mountain and wetlands view to the East. All
new upgrades, and exquisite touches that define luxury living. This is a unique oppor-
tunity at a fire sale price. Move up to the best in beach community living. 1 Bedrm + 1
bath downstairs income unit with private yard and expansive wetlands view. Large patio
and yard just a few steps away from wetlands walking trail.

Offered at- $2 250,000

TOM CORTE 310-713-0552
or DANA WRIGHT 310-463-6814

6337 Vista del Mar

Discover Opportunity...

Just two hours away, Downtowh San Diego is booming.
Minutes to dozens of world class golf courses, parks and the historic Gusluamp
District...and the best oceun views in Southern Cdliforniul

California Realty
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2 bed 2 bath 1,221 sqgft Ocean Viewsl!!............... $550,000
2 bed 2 bath 1,700 sqgft Prime water view location.......... $1,265,000
2 bed 2 bath + den Penthouse level. Water Viewsl!!! .......... $1,425,000

M Prudential

2 bed 2 bath + den 1,680 sqrft ocean views! ...... $750,000

Chris Warren
(619) 818-1666

wdrren@jprusd.com e www.sundiegohomesdowntown.com
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Vegas real estate soaring alongside buildings

BY KATHLEEN HENNESSEY

Associated Press Writer

LAS VEGAS — Tts front windows wish
you “Feliz Navidad” in paint that won’t
wash off. The landscaping consists of four
shriveling cacti and a patio piled with
empty cat food boxes. Inside, it’s 700-
square-feet of confirmed bachelor’s clutter.

And it can all be yours for $1.2 million
— cash.

There’s perhaps no better evidence of
the condo fever raging through Las Vegas’
real estate market than the asking price on
Manuel Corchuelo’s home. Once consid-
ered deadlocked in the wasteland where
the Las Vegas Strip fizzled into a decaying
downtown, the World War IlI-era home is
now happily nestled in the shadows of bil-
lions of dollars of new and proposed high-
rise condominium projects. Corchuelo is
sitting on much-coveted land.

From his front lawn, Corchuelo likes to
smile up at the cranes and listen to the
clang of construction.

“It’s a good sound,” he said.

The former catering waiter and
Colombian immigrant bought the home in
1978 for $30,000. He worked more than 20
years serving high rollers and convention-
eers. He never married, saved some money
and lost $15,000 of it on the stock market.
Ten years ago, he started reading about
investors’ plans to build condominiums out-
side his door. He cut the clipping from the
newspaper and put it in a three-ring binder.

A few years later, he put his house on
the market.

At last count, there were 93 luxury con-
dominium projects, totaling 175 towers,
proposed, planned or under construction
in the Las Vegas valley in the second
quarter of this year, according to a report
released in September by Applied
Analysis, a Las Vegas-based consulting

firm. Though Brian Gordon, an analyst for
the group, estimates that little more than
one in three of the 93 will ever open its
doors, 15 projects representing 10,000
units are expected to be completed by the
end of next year.

Developers tout the boom as the
Manhattanization of Las Vegas, the move
to “verticality” instead of sprawl. They
promise an urban lifestyle, skyline views
and celebrity neighbors. They court the
young, rich and out of town.

About 85 percent of condo buyers are
non-Nevada residents or investors,
Gordon said.

Most of the projects are huddled on or
around the Strip.

“It’s sort of like beach-front property.
They’re not making any more of it.
Everybody that’s within a stone’s throw
thinks their property is worth $20 million
an acre,” he said.

The hype is fueling increases through-
out the city. The cost of a vacant acre in
the Las Vegas area has hit $601,600 — an
88 percent increase over last year.

Corchuelo’s home is one block off Las
Vegas Boulevard and across the street
from the future home of the Allure, a 41-
story luxury complex under construction.

Five years ago, his initial asking price
of $350,000 attracted few offers. His
agent dropped the listing. Corchuelo con-
tinued to collect articles about the market,
filling three binders full of stories and
notes handwritten in Spanish. He studied
the moves of the city’s real estate tycoons.

“Even Trump makes mistakes,” he
said, citing a sale he says cost real estate
mogul Donald Trump millions. “You
have to know the area. Steve Wynn, he
knew what he was doing. He had experi-
ence — 20 years building hotels. He
knows everything moves in cycles.”

Corchuelo found an agent who, like

him, is convinced they’re riding an upturn
that hasn’t peaked. The pair has upped the
asking price several times and are looking
for a buyer who doesn’t need financing.

“It’s happening. It’s all going to keep
going,” said Paul Miotke, Corchuelo’s
agent. “The one thing we know is it’s not
going down in value.”

Few would have said that about
Corchuelo’s block just a few years ago. In
the 1950s, the neighborhood was home to
card dealers and strippers who used to
sunbathe in the buff to avoid tan lines and
earned the place its nickname, Naked
City. By the 1980s, it had become a pock-
et of prostitution and crime.

Now, the streets around Corchuelo’s
home are lined with a mix of small, well-
kept homes, residential hotels and public
housing. Visitors are as likely to see spec-
ulators and real estate agents cruising the
place as pimps.

In 2000, the city removed building
height and parking restrictions in an
attempt to lure development to the area. It
took a few years, but builders eventually
began to eye Naked City for what plan-
ners call “higher intensity housing units.”

“We had to expect there would be
developers seeking to consolidate smaller
properties,” said Margo Wheeler, the
director of planning and development for
the city of Las Vegas.

That’s where Georgia James comes in.
She’s a Prudential agent who cruises the
neighborhood in her bronze Cadillac
DeVille daily. She calls herself the mayor
of Naked City and is one of several people
coveting Corchuelo’s property. James
says she has bought and sold more than
200 properties in Naked City, some of
them five times. She’s just finished
assembling a 5-acre site on behalf of a
group of Miami investors. The plot
includes 150 feet of Strip-front property

and backs up to Corchuelo’s parcel. It’s
listed at $10 million an acre.

James says she doesn’t need
Corchuelo’s plot, but it would be nice.
She thinks his asking price is unrealistic.

“He’s basing it on the highest price
paid for the top property on the Strip. If
Wynn paid $250,000 a square foot,
Manuel wants $250,000 a square foot,”
she said. The house next door sold about
six months ago for $520,000.

Corchuelo thinks the owner should
have held out for more.

James says she hates to see the 64-year-
old man waste time.

“He’s so old and he’s sick. He’s going
to end up dying, and he has no children or
anything else,” she said, as she drives
down Corchuelo’s street. “So, what is he
trying to do? They can build around him.”

It’s been done before, she said, adding
that tide of development will likely con-
sume all of Naked City in the next decade.
The low-income housing will have to be
relocated. The flop houses will be leveled
to make way for progress.

“You can’t have slums next to your
high-rises. I think the city’s got to find
land and give it to these people,” she said.
“But this land, this is too close to the Strip,
it has too much potential.”

Corchuelo isn’t the only thorn in
James’ side. A handful of Naked City
holdouts some residents, some
California investors — are keeping her
from assembling the neighborhood like a
puzzle. She dismisses most.

“It’s part of my job. I’'m patient,” she
said.

And so is Corchuelo.

“I’ve been waiting 30 years for this,”
he said, adding that he knows exactly
what he’ll do with the money once he
sells.

“Buy another house,” he said.

Moving Overseas?

Call for free survey at your residence w/local
representative.

Reliable and On-time service
Competitive Rates

We ship cars too!

Turn Your Closet into Cash!

L.A’s hottest resale store!

Great Labels

DESIGNER RESALE

WANTED:
LOUIS VUITTON
CHANEL
GUCCI
HERMES
ST. JOHN

PRADA
JUDITH LEIBER
MISSONI
DOLCE & GABBANA

Rinkens International
Toll Free (888) 886-6683

www.rinkens.com

1126 Wilshire Blvd., Na Santa Monica

(310) 451-2277

www.greatlabels.com

“Tho~

(310) 864-9034

-

' IMIATT CRABBS

352 WESTMINSTER AVE., VENICE

car garage. $849,000,

rooms. Call for details (310) 864-9034

10,000 sq ft.
comercial building. Principals only. $7,700,000
beach. $879,000, 56,000 Net Per Year.

to downtown. West of Sepulveda.

CALL ME TO GET A PROFESSIONAL OPINION ON YOUR RESIDENTIAL OR COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE.

Westchester — 3 Bedroom, 2 bath, great floor plan, very entertaining, approx. 1,600 SQFT., new
bamboo wood floors. Private master bed and bath. Beautifuly landscaped, large lot with detached 2

Retail + Loft in El Segundo - Brand new construction. Only 2 available! Approximately 2,900s qft
w/rooftop deck. Loft is contemporary style loft building with midwest influnces all done in real cus-
tom brick. 1,450 sq ft of retail space and 1,450 sq ft of residential space with 2 bedrooms and 2 bath-

Manhattan Beach- 9,500 sq ft retail plus office $2,930,000
San Pedro - Beautiful medical building all in brick. Close to beach, perfect for a doctor dentist.

Santa Monica Ocean Park - 3 bedroom 3 bath with loft ocean view townhouse. Comes with small
Long Beach - 1 restaurant with strong NNN lease in place. Plus 4 1 bedroom apartements. Close to

El Segundo - Remodeled office plus warehouse. 12,000 SQFT. 8,000 Office, 4,000 warehouse, Close

L
| “ITEAMZ4-7

. %F’Fﬁﬁ"mnﬁmr#waiﬁ.

1-800-331-6436 xea9

4079-B REDWOOD AVE.
LOS ANGELES, CA

Email: info@team24-Trealty.com
Weh: www.team24-Trealty.com

"~ Fred Nabati
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3212 Maplewood Ave $949,000 1811 19th St,, SM

Surf Lessons
Private and Group
Equipment provided
CPR certified

310-920-1265
Camp@Ilearhtosurfla.com

$1,950,000

Beautiful Mar-Vista Hill location w/ unobstructed
ocean views & a 2nd story addition! Hardwood
floors, large yard & lot, with 360 degree view
potential. Quiet family St. Do Not miss this Great
Opportunity! Please don't disturb tenants.

-
- L
6000 Canterbury Dr, #0208

$409,000

Quiet Culver City unit. Bright & Sunny west facing condo
in desirable Pines Complex. New Carpet, Paint, & Kitchen
Flooring. Needs TLC. 2 car SxS. Low HOD. Priced to Sell
Quick! Call for details! 2+2, 1,029 sq. ft., Open Sat. &
Sun from 2-5 p.m.

7 Units (2+1) VERY MOTIVATED SELLER- Present all offers.
4 units delivered vacant. Positive cash flow. Drive by only.
Please don't disturb tenants.

$1,800,500

1021 Michigan Avenue

Income property and single family residence. Santa Monica
SFHMon 11th st (2+1) & 6 units (all Sngls) on Michigan. 2
props. great for owner/user or investor opport. Live in the
main house & collect rent$$ Drive by Only! Do Not Disturb
Tenant! Seller motivated-present — all offers.

YOUR

HERE

310.458.7737




Santa Monica Daily Press 0 Wednesday, November 2, 2005 0 Page 13

NATIONAL

L.

Bush asks for $1.2 billion, has bird flu on mind

BY LAURAN NEERGAARD
AP Medical Writer

WASHINGTON — President Bush outlined a $7.1 bil-
lion strategy Tuesday to prepare for the danger of a pan-
demic influenza outbreak, saying he wanted to stockpile
enough vaccine to protect 20 million Americans against
the current strain of bird flu.

The president also said the United States must approve
liability protection for the makers of lifesaving vaccines.
He said the number of American vaccine manufacturers
has plummeted because the industry has been hit with a
flood of lawsuits.

Bush said no one knows when or where a deadly strain
of flu will strike but “at some point we are likely to face
another pandemic.”

The president, in a speech at the National Institutes of
Health, said the United States must be prepared to detect
outbreaks anywhere in the world, stockpile vaccines and
anti-viral drugs and be ready to respond at the federal,
state and local levels in the event a pandemic reaches the
United States.

Bush outlined a strategy that would cost $7.1 billion
including:

* $1.2 billion for the government to buy enough doses
of the vaccine against the current strain of bird flu to pro-
tect 20 million Americans;

* $1 billion to stockpile more anti-viral drugs that
lessen the severity of the flu symptoms;

* $2.8 billion to speed the development of vaccines as
new strains emerge, a process that now takes months;

* $583 million for states and local governments to pre-
pare emergency plans to respond to an outbreak.

In asking Congress for money to buy vaccine, Bush
said the vaccine “would not be a perfect match to the pan-
demic flu because the pandemic strain would probably
differ somewhat from the avian flu virus it grew from.
But a vaccine against the current avian flu virus would
likely offer some protection against a pandemic strain
and possibly save many lives in the first critical months
of an outbreak.”

He also said the United States was increasing stock-
piles of antiviral drugs, such as Tamiflu and Relenza.
Such drugs cannot prevent people from catching the flu,
but they can reduce the severity of the illness when taken
within 48 hours of getting sick, he said.

“At this moment there is no pandemic influenza in the
United States or the world, but if history is our guide
there’s reason to be concerned,” Bush said. “In the last
century, our country and the world have been hit by three
influenza pandemics, and viruses from birds contributed
to all of them.”

He pointed out that the 1918 pandemic killed over a
half million Americans and more than 20 million people
across the globe. “One-third of the U.S. population was
infected, and life expectancy in our country was reduced
by 13 years.

“The 1918 pandemic was followed by pandemics in
1957 and 1968, which killed tens of thousands of
Americans and millions across the world,” Bush said.

Bird flu has been documented in Asia and has spread
to Europe but has not reached the United States, the pres-

WE MAKE PRINTING AWALK IN THE PARK.

POSITIVE EXISTENCE PRINTING EXPERTS
310-314-3537 » WWW.PEPRINTING.COM

“When I’m not ripping at the skatepark,
I’m getting new customers in the Daily Press.”

Mike Vaughn, Owner, Positive Existence Printing, father and lifelong Santa Monican.

Santa Wonica Daily Dress

www.smdp.com

ident said. “Our country has been given fair warning of
this danger to our homeland and time to prepare,” he said.

Bush said the cornerstone of his strategy was to devel-
op new technologies to produce new vaccines quickly.
“If a pandemic strikes, our country must have a surge
capacity in place that will allow us to bring a new vaccine
online quickly and manufacture enough to immunize
every American against the pandemic strain,” Bush said.

IS IT TIME TO ROLL OVER
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Katrina destruction plays into Washington state gas-tax revolt

BY DAVID AMMONS

Associated Press Writer

OLYMPIA, Wash. — Hurricane Katrina is figuring
prominently in the campaign for a gas-tax revolt thou-
sands of miles away.

As post-Katrina gasoline prices hover near the $3
mark in parts of the West, Washington state voters have
a chance on Nov. § to overturn a 9 1/2-cent gas tax hike
the governor and lawmakers green-lighted in a rush of
optimism a few months ago.

But Gov. Christine Gregoire and other advocates of an
ambitious new 16-year transportation plan are specifically
raising the specter of Katrina’s destruction of New Orleans
as a sales pitch for keeping the $5.5 billion tax increase.

The Gulf Coast devastation underscored the need to
get ready here, the governor said. In the West, that means
preparing for the Big One — an earthquake that could
sink Washington’s floating bridges or topple Seattle’s
Alaskan Way Viaduct, a double-decker bayshore freeway
that carries over 100,000 motorists a day.

Computer models show the viaduct collapsing or top-
pling in a quake and other bridges also are considered at risk.

“The viaduct is our levees,” Gregoire said, drawing a
direct parallel between the rickety viaduct and the levees
that left New Orleans vulnerable. “The earthquake is our
hurricane.”

But critics of the largest highway tax hike in state his-
tory say it’s a bad, bloated program that won’t fix con-
gestion. And they say using the Katrina angle is an
unseemly scare tactic.

Initiative 912 would largely undo the Democratic
Legislature’s multibillion-dollar transportation fix. More

than 400,000 voters, stirred by conservative talk radio
and sticker shock at the gas pump, qualified the measure
in near-record time.

Pollsters have produced conflicting results.
Independent pollster Stuart Elway reports a steady ero-
sion of support for a measure that many once considered
a slam dunk. His September poll shows it failing; other
pollsters have it ahead.

Initiative foes have launched a media campaign that
will top $2 million, with financing from Bill Gates and
Microsoft, Boeing and other heavy hitters. They’re out-
gunning the proponents 10-to-1.

The initiative would erase a 3-cent increase that went
into effect in July, as well as the increases that lawmak-
ers approved in advance for the next three years.

The new tax, fully implemented, would cost the aver-
age driver about $1 a week more, the state Department of
Transportation calculates.

If repealed, the tax would revert to the old rate of 28
cents a gallon. At the current 31 cents, Washington is tied
for eighth highest.

The campaign follows Oklahoma voters” overwhelm-
ing rejection of a nickel-a-gallon increase last month.

In many states, governors and lawmakers are consid-
ering rebates or tax freezes to ease the pain of soaring gas
prices. Washington Republican lawmakers requested a
three-month suspension of all state gas taxes. Gregoire
and Democrats rejected that.

In September, Oklahoma voters overwhelmingly
defeated a nickel increase in the price of gas, and eight
cents for diesel. The initiative, the state’s first since 1987,
was proposed to raise money for road and bridge repairs.

Also in September, Hawaii’s wholesale gas prices

Gas tax support sputtering?

By The Associated Press

VOTER INITIATIVE: Washington state voters have a
chance on Nov. 8 to overturn a 9 1/2-cent gas tax hike the
governor and lawmakers approved a few months ago.

BACKERS SAY: The money will help fund a new 16-
year transportation plan that is expected to prepare the
state’s transportation infrastructure for an earthquake.

CRITICS SAY: It’s a bad, bloated program that won’t
fix congestion and costs motorists too much.

were tied by state law to those of select mainland mar-
kets, an attempt to save island motorists from unfair
prices at the pump.

The Washington state initiative would erase $5.5 bil-
lion in gas tax revenue and bond proceeds over the next
16 years, gutting the most ambitious construction pro-
gram ever approved for Washington.

The plan included money for 274 highway and bridge
projects in every corner of the state, including $2 billion
for the viaduct.

[-912 sponsors say the big tax hike was overly ambi-
tious, particularly given the pinch of gas prices and the
jittery economy. Without giving specifics, they insist that
Olympia should make better use of existing revenue.

The runaway prices at the pump “do help our cause,”
said organizer Brett Bader. “People are struggling.”

Treating bear like one of the family runs afoul of Oregon law

By The Associated Press

C00S BAY, Ore. — For nine days, Rocky and Jonathan
Perkett heard a lone black bear cub wail from its hiding
spot in a Coos County logging site.

They could drop a tree on it or rescue it. They chose
the latter, and for two years the bear was like family. But
when the authorities got wind of it, there was trouble a-
bruin.

The father and son named her Windfall and raised it
for two years. They shared pizza and soda with the bear
and gave her free rein of their home in the woods outside
Coos Bay. The bear slept in Jonathan Perkett’s bed, took
showers and even had her hair blow-dried, Rocky Perkett
said.

“We’re not lying about it,” said Rocky Perkett, 54.
“We lived with her. We loved her. We treated her like a
daughter.”

But that’s illegal in Oregon, and last week police raid-
ed their home and took Windfall. The men face possible

charges for holding the bear without permits and in an
unlicensed facility.

“The law says you can’t hold wild animals in any
way,” said Wildlife Administrator Ron Anglin of the
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife.

The Perketts maintain Windfall never was “held” or
locked in a cage. They simply opened their house to her,
Rocky Perkett said. She could come and go at will, and
even learned to work the doorknobs, he said.

“Is there a law against a bear running around in your
yard?” Perkett said.

The Perketts plan to hire an attorney and hope a glitch
in the Oregon State Police’s search warrant will get the
case tossed out _ and, in the best of cases, get Windfall
returned to them.

“Everything they done here was unlegal,” Rocky
Perkett said. “Since it’s all unlegal, I hope they will bring
her back.”

No citations have been issued but holding a bear with-
out a permit is punishable by up to a year in jail and a

V = —

$6,350 fine.

Meanwhile, the bear has been shipped to a California
Department of Fish and Game holding facility, where it
will remain until the case is concluded. The bear’s likely
future is at a zoo or a permanent holding facility, Anglin
said. The bear likes people too much to be released into
the wild, he said.

Perkett acknowledged there’s little chance of getting
Windfall back. But he hopes good intentions and lack of
understanding of the law will discourage prosecution.

“We’re hicks. We’re mountain men,” Perkett said.
“We took her because she was dying and we loved her.
The only thing we did wrong was love one another.”

Wildlife biologist Stuart Love, who helped tranquilize
and seize the bear, said he doesn’t doubt it. he said peo-
ple’s attachment to wild animals makes such seizures
“the worst part of my job.”

“You could see the hurt in those guys’ eyes when we
took it,” Love said. “But there’s no way we could leave
that bear with them. It could end up killing someone.”
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Premiers, governor share energetic reaction

By The Associated Press

VANCOUVER, British Columbia — Premiers of
Canada’s western provinces and Alaska’s governor have
agreed to push forward with plans for the Alaska
Highway natural gas pipeline project.

After a meeting hosted by British Columbia Premier
Gordon Campbell, the group agreed to have their energy
ministers develop a strategic action plan aimed at preventing
delays in the long-discussed pipeline, which they said was
crucial to North American prosperity and energy security.

In a prepared statement, they called for good-faith
negotiations in Canada between the North Slope produc-
ers and Canadian pipeline operators to ensure speedy
construction of the line.

“I’'m extremely pleased that my colleagues and I are
working cooperatively and collectively to ensure the suc-
cess of the project,” said Yukon Premier Dennis Fentie,
who chaired the meeting.

Campbell, who noted 25 percent of the project will be
within British Columbia, said working together creates
an opportunity to coordinate regulatory approvals with
Ottawa more effectively.

“It is important that we work together to help ensure
the expeditious and effective development of these
pipelines and we think that Alberta’s existing natural gas
export hub provides the most economic means of getting
natural gas to multiple markets,” he said.

Alaska Gov. Frank Murkowski said Monday’s meet-
ing was part of the effort to ensure a “coordinated expe-

INTRODUOCI NG

ditious process for the project in Canada.”

“The best way to avoid delay in Canada is to resolve
regulatory, aboriginal and operational issues with
Canadian pipeline operators,” he said.

Work on the project has been largely stalled since last
spring on the Mackenzie gas part of the pipeline project
over oil companies’ complaints they were being asked to
pay hundreds of millions of dollars for social programs and
land rights they claimed governments should be covering.

Observers worried the obstacles could delay the pro-
ject by two years, costing consumers billions of dollars
due to higher natural gas prices.

The Mackenzie pipeline consortium is to let regulators
know in November whether they’ll be able to proceed to
the next stage.

Atomic Creative Group. Full-Service Project Management. Advertising. Marketing. Public Relations. Production.

CREATIVE GROUP, INC
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AGING GRACEFULLY? IF IT'S BROKE, WE CAN FIX IT

WE LIVE WHERE YOU LIVE.®

Keep your money hard at work, with
401(k) rollovers, TSAs, annuities and
more. Call me to get started today.

Troy Wilson Lic.#: 0D75687
2451 Santa Monica Blvd.

B Santa Monica, CA
310.315.1955
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CLASSIFIEDS

S3°° per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.

Call 310-458-7737 and promote your busimness opportunities to our daily readership of over 38.600.

CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative
Employment

For Sale

Furniture
Pets
Boats

HEADSHOTS World  class
photography. Visit
www.elevenstar.com  and see.
Mention SMDP  for 10%  off.

(310) 866-6693

ADVERTISING SALES

Work with clients to figure out
their message, package it
cleverly, get results. Must be
persistent and willing to make
the calls, knock on doors,
network fiercely. One third
selling, one third PR and
Marketing, one third keeping
yourself organized. This can
be fun for the right person,
misery for the wrong person.
Front loaded commission
program enables you to start
making money right away, if
you have what it takes. Great
long term potential for the
right personality. Energetic
office full of resources to help
you grow as a professional.
Must be a self starter, high
energy and computer literate.
Send resume and cover letter
to ross@smdp.com

Career Opportunity for Horticulture
Technician.

Interiorscape Company specializing in
professional offices and high-end
residential is looking for extraordinary
individual. Need to love plants and
interact with clients with personality
and professionalism. Have to be
physically fit, strong, motivated, very
attentive to detail. Will need car and a
smile to travel to accounts in Santa
Monica, downtown Los Angeles and
Sherman Oaks. Call (310) 397-2466

CASHIER FOR gas station. Customer
service, friendly. Call for more
information (310) 498-7910.

CASHIER/RETAIL SALES

Seeking energetic individuals. F/T or
P/T, including Sat. Some experience,
a plus. Will train. Apply in person:
Bourget Bros. 1636 11th St. Santa
Monica, CA 90404

ACCOUNTING

Local municipality seeking
an Accountant with degree
+ 3 years experience as an
accountant. $16/hr.

Call 310 453-4289
Barrington Staffing

CLERICAL

Staff Assistant needed by
SM  municipality. Course
work + 2 -3 years of previ-
ous clerical experience.
Some contact with clients.

S12/hr.

Call 310 453-4289
Barrington Staffing

RECEPTIONIST, FULL-TIME for busy
Westside newspaper. Multi-task/ self-
starter, immediate opening! Variety of
duties + classified ads and record
keeping. Dependable. Must have
excellent phone and people skills.
Bilingual helpful. Must type/computer
knowledge. Salary +  benefits.
Resume Dept. C, PO Box 725, Pacific
Palisades, CA 90272 or Fax
(310) 454-1078.

DENTAL FRONT office and back
office with experience. Santa
Monica dental office  FT/PT
(310) 393-9706.

Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals
ApartmentsCondos for Rent
Houses for Rent

Roomates

Commercial

* ADVERTISING SALES *

Seeking: Self-Motivated,
Energetic, Experienced
Professionals.

Well established Co.
50+ years in L.A.

* High Commissions ¢ Paid Weekly
* Leads Furnished
Newspapers - Magazines
Classified & Display: Real Estate,
Ethnic, Entertainment, Military,
Business, Finance...

Call: Paul 213-251-9100, Ex-25
and/or Please visit:
www.theglobalmediagroup.
com/jobinfo.htm

COUNTER HELP

Krispy Kreme Doughnuts seeking
highly motivated and super friendly
individuals for work at our fast-paced
environment. F/T and P/T shifts
available. Apply in person, 6am-
10pm: 1231 Wilshire Blvd., SM.

COUNTER HELP needed. Cafe near
3rd Street Promenade on Broadway.
Must  be  experienced.  Apply
afternoons in person. 215 Broadway,
SM. (310) 396-9898.

CUSTOMER SERVICE: Order taker
needed for Santa Monica for
messenger service. Must prove you
can type 35wpm and be very friendly
on phone. M-F 10-2, $10/hr. Email

resume or letter to info@a-
1courier.com.

DRIVER: MUST have own vehicle to
deliver and  pickup  medical
equipment. Call Bill (800) 572-3636

DRIVERS

SEEKING energetic individuals. F/T,

may include Sat. Requires a Class A
license and experience. Will run
background check. Must have a clean
driving record. Apply in person:
Bourget Bros., 1636 11th St. Santa
Monica, CA 90404

EXPERIENCED APARTMENT
maintenance man. F/T, benefits
included. (310) 394-3017, fax

(310) 451-1628 SM Christian Towers

Lease

sheet metal assembly. SM (310) 587-
1113.

—
REAL ESTATE Front Receptionist/
Office Admin.

F/T Front Office opening for a busy,
real estate office in Santa Monica.
Seeking hard-working, positive,
team player that has outstanding
ability to organize, coordinate &
follow through on details.
Responsibilities include (not limited

to)  heawy  phones, filing,
correspondence, FedEx, greeting
clients, ordering supplies &

maintaining an organized office
area. Local candidates preferred!
Must have GREAT PHONE SKILLS,
ability to multi-task and excellent
written & oral comm.

Please submit/ fax resumes to
(310) 395-2683 or email to
info@parcommercial.com.

RECEPTIONIST ~ GENERAL  office,
bilingual ~ English/Spanish, 45wpm,
filing, phones, in MDR/Culver City. Fax
resume w/ salary history to (310) 306-

RETIIL
Crossroads Trading Co.

Asst. Manager FT
Floor Supervisor FT
Sales/Buyers FT & PT

Fun buy-sell-trade clothing co.

in Santa Monica seeks fashion-

obsessed team w/ exc. people
skills & "can-do" attitude.
Asst. Mgr. must have 1 yr

retail mgmt. exper.
APPLY IN PERSON: 1449B 4th St.,
SM or email resume to
tafurtk@crossroadstrading.com

SALES

SALES of cruise and tour packages.
Paid training, flex 30 hrs/ week. Base
+ comm. No cold calls. Near LAX
(310) 649-7171.

F/T ENTRY level data entry

Hard Tail/Santa Monica

must know Word + Excel

prv. exp. is necessary

Pls. fax resume to (310) 399-4532
no calls please.

FIT FEMALE MODEL WANTED FOR
FIGURE DRAWING BY ARTIST. No
experience necessary call. (818) 501-
0266

HELP
Nice real estate broker (lady) needs
personal assistant ASAP. Agent lic./
female/ Christian preferred Care
giving skills needed. P/T $180/week
guaranteed. (310) 820-6059.

HIRING 2 P/T production employees
and one customer service agent for
new SM business Mon-Sat. Call
(310) 656-0103

IMMEDIATE POSITIONS available in
the housekeeping department of St.

John’s Health Center. All shifts
available, PT/ FT. Hospital
housekeeping preferred. Call

(310) 829-8431 for interview.

IMMEDIATE POSITIONS available in
the housekeeping department of
Century City Doctors Hospital. All
shifts available, PT/ FT. Hospital
housekeeping preferred. Call
(310) 557-7785 for interview.

NEED DRIVER for delivery 10-6, Mon-
Fri. Call (310) 656-0103.

NOW HIRING
Sexy upscale young girls for high
class escort agency. $500-$1500
daily. (310) 925-8244

P/T SECURITY position available at a
private school in Santa Monica.
(310) 908-8863.

PERSON TO learn welding and/or

SECURITY COMPANY needs security
guard F/T, P/T with license for store in
Santa Monica. Call Samy (714) 531-
0555.

TAXI  SERVICE NOW  HIRING
experienced drivers and dispatchers,
must know Santa Monica area. Clean
DMV and Professional appearance.
Bring DMV printout to 2418 Wilshire
for application.

YARDPERSON

F/T, including Sat. Will train. Lifting
req'd. Apply in person: Bourget Bros.
1636 11th St, Santa Monica, CA
90404

SPA/HOT TUB 2005 Model. Neck Jets.
Therapy seat. Warranty. Never used.
Can deliver. Worth $5750, sell for
$1750 (310) 479-3054

Automotive

Displaced electrician from Katrina is
now living in Santa Monica and
looking for a transportation van he
can use for his electrician

contracting work. Joseph Blazio
(504) 710-5257

Vehicles for sale

‘O1CRVONLY........ $12,988
Only 33K Miles, Cass/CD, Tint
(VINO18803) (800) 579-6047
TOYOTA SANTA MONICA

‘01 JETTAGLS V6 ....... $13,988

Leather, Moonroof, Alloys

(VIN152085) (800) 579-6047
TOYOTA SANTA MONICA

‘01 PRIUS HYBRID ........ $15,988
Certified, Extra Clean, CALL
(VINO22254) (800) 579-6047

Real Estate

Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage

Services
Computer Services
Attorney Services

TOYOTA SANTA MONICA

‘02RAV44X4 .. ..... $15,988
CERTIFIED, Alloys, 4x4
(VIN062862) (800) 579-6047
TOYOTA SANTA MONICA
‘05 ESCAPE HYBRID $26,988
9K Miles, Navigation, Gas/Electric
(VIN324567) (800) 579-6047
TOYOTA SANTA MONICA
‘97 SKYHAWK. . . ....... $5,988
Only 11K Miles, Immaculate
(VIN459446) (800) 579-6047
TOYOTA SANTA MONICA

$$ CASH FOR CARS $$

All makes & models, any condition.
We come to you and handle all paper
work. Friendly professional buyer.
Please call now! (310) 995-5898

& MITSUBISHI
Santa Monica

FREE GAS

Courtesy of
Mitsubishi Motors

1994 Lexus SC300
63K Miles, White, Lexus Quality
$12,995 vin# roo18833

2000 Chevy Camero 228
Red/Black, Premium Wheels, Leather
$12,995 vinx 2100506

2001 Mitsubishi Eclipse GT
Spyder, Convertible, 52K Miles
$14,995 vinx 1E085890

2001 Mitsu. Montero Sport
6 Cyl, Gas Saver
$9,995 vin# 1P0499450

2005 Mitsubishi Lancer EVO 8
AWD, 2K Miles, Perfect!
$28,995 vin# suo16502

UearglY com

1501 Santa Monica Blvd.
Santa Monica, CA 90404

866-925-3333

DIEGO FENTON GUITAR INSTRUCTION
Rock, Blues, Jazz Fusion

Bachelors Degree Musicians Institute
(310) 403-8954.

EXPERIENCED CREDENTIALED teacher
teaching math/science middle school
through high school offers private
tutoring. Available weekends
(310) 210-1604.

Employment Wanted

HIRE A VET!

Looking for companies interested
in hiring auto mechanics, lube
techs, forklift operators,
warehouse shipping and receiving,
truck drivers, delivery or retail
personnel, custom painters, and/or
plumbers. F/T or P/T. Please call
the supported employment
specialists at  (310) 478-3711,
Jim @ ext43096, Karen @
ext 48124, or David @ ext 48067.
This is not a staffing company.

NANNY FOR hire with great
references. Available F/T Mon-Fri.
Own car/drivers license. Resident.
(310) 721-9799.

Business Opportunities

Yard Sales

Health and Beauty

Fithess

Wealth and Success
Lost and Found

Personals
Obituaries

Private Chef

COOKING FOR hire! We prepare
European style organic vegeterian/
vegan food for your parties.
(310) 314-2165

1737 BUTLER Ave. Spacious 2 bed
1.5 bath close to commercial and
transportation hubs. One year lease.
No pets. Available November 15th
$1650/mo.  (310) 396-4443 x 2002
ellynesis.com

2476 PURDUE Ave. Quiet one bedroom
upper in West LA. Fresh paint, clean
carpet, stove, fridge. One year lease.
Available Nov. 15th $995/mo. Call
(310) 396-4443 x 2002. ellynesis.com

30 HORIZON Ave., #6. Venice Beach,
studio apartment 1/2 block from the
beach, new paint, very clean, large
closet. One vyear lease. No pets.

Available  NOW  $950/mo.  Call
(310) 877-3074. ellynesis.com
349 5TH Ave. Quaint, Venice

bungalow in garden setting. Very
private and quiet. Available November
15th. Just $1850/mo. Call (310) 396-
4443 x 2002.

354 RENNIE Ave. Beautiful 2 Bedroom
apartment close to Beach and Venice
commercial centers. Very spacious
unit with lots of light. Available
November 15th. $1800/mo. Call
(310) 396-4443 x 2002 ellynesis.com

3562 MENTONE Ave., #5. Spacious
two-story  townhouse with patio.
Located on a quiet street in Palms.
One year lease. No pets. Available
November 15th  $1695/mo. Call
(310) 396-4443 x 2002 ellynesis.com

39 SUNSET Ave. Cozy Venice Beach 1
bedroom in a Tudor style building.
Great location 1/2 block to the beach.
1 year lease, no pets. Available NOW
$1025/mo.  Call  (310) 401-0027.
ellynesis.com

50 BREEZE Ave. Sunny Venice Beach
studio 1 block from beach, upper unit.
Hardwood floors, full kitchen, gated
building. 1 year lease, no pets.
Available Nov 15. Call (310) 396-
4443 x 2002 ellynesis.com

BEAUTIFUL

MONTANA GARDENS

Room and Board
401 Montana Avenue
Your home away from home.

Daily meals, laundry, housekeep-
ing, utilities, and cable. Various
Apartment sizes. Seniors and all
ages welcome.

NOW AVAILABLE
Starting at $2,000/MO
(310) 245-9436

ROQUE &
MARK Co.
2802 Santa Monica Bivd.

310-828-7525

SALES  RENTALS

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

RENTALS AVAILABLE
NO PETS ALLOWED

SANTA MONICA

638 Grant  $895
Upper single, hardwood flrs,
New blinds & paint, laundry

rm

928 4th St. $995
Lower single, parking, stove,
Fridge, new carpet

507 Raymond $1050
Upper single, fully remod-
eled, Parking, stove, fridge

1314 Euclid, $1800
Upper 2 bed, 1 3/4 baths,
Fridge, stove, parking, laun-
dry

2004 19th St. $2300
3 bed, front house, hardwood
Many updates, rear yard

WEST L.A./WESTWOOD

10900 S.M. Blvd, WLA,
$850
Upper Single, one month
free! near UéDLA & Century
ity

10669 Eastborne,
Westwood, $1250
Upper 1 bed, hardwood
floors, Stove, fridge, parking,
laundry

10615-19 Wilkins,
Westwood, $1300
Lower 1 bed, (2 units avail)
Hardwood floors, stove,
laundry

FOR MORE LISTINGS GO T0

WWW.ROQUE-MARK.COM

FREE RENTAL Lists & No Fee
Rentals. Sullivan-Dituri Company.
2111 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica, CA
90403.

LA GROVE area: 428 N. Orange Grove
1+1 $1100/mo. Stove, fridge, blinds,
a lot of closet space, hardwood floors,
laundry, no pets (310) 578-7512.

BES

RENTALS

ELLY NEsis Co. INC
(310) 396-4443
ellynesis.com

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
310-869-7901

1 Bdrm/ 1 Bath
1835 7th Street, Unit E
$1325/mo

PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE
FOR COMPLETE LISTINGS AT:
www.howardmanagement.com

MAR VISTA 3909 Centinela Ave., 2+1
$1395/mo, $200 off move in. Stove,
curtains, carpet, fireplace, ceiling
fans, washer/dryer hook-ups, one car
garage, front and backyard. Additional
fee + deposit for pet (310) 578-7512.

MAR VISTA: Pacific, West of Centinela,
2bdrm/2bath. Upper, stove, blinds,
carpet, refrigerator, parking, laundry,
gated entry, no pets $1200/mo
(310) 456-5659

SANTA MONICA $1050/mo
1bdrm/1bath. ~ Hardwood  floors,
laundry, open courtyard, tile flooring.
No pets. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1100.00. 1 bdrm, 1
bath. Appliances, parking, NO Pets.
2535 Kansas Ave., #111. Mgr: #101.
SANTA MONICA $1150/mo
1bdrm/1bath. Will consider small pet.
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Hardwood floors. Upper, laundry,
quiet. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1250/mo
1bdrm/1bath. Parking, pool, laundry,
courtyard, controlled access, carpet
and tile. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1300/mo
2bdrm/1bath. No pets, month-to-
month, carpet, new paint and tile.
(310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1400. North of
Wilshire. Furnished, 1 bed/1 bath
upstairs in  duplex. Sun room
overlooking garden. 1 year lease. No
pets. Open Saturday-Sunday 9-5.
(310) 837-3022.

SANTA MONICA $1625/mo
2bdrm/2bath. Upper, parking, laundry,
fireplace, paid water/trash/gardener,
close to shops. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1795/mo
2bdrm/2.5bath. Huge split level apt.
Laundry, dishwasher, fireplace, patio.
(310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $2350/mo
3bdrm/2.5bath.  Carpets,  lower,
parking, laundry, stove, dishwasher,
patio, freshly painted. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $2400/mo
3bdrm/2baths. No pets. Hardwood
floors, laundry, dishwasher, washer/
dryer  hook-ups.  (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $875/mo
single/1bath. Bungalow style,
hardwood floors, parking, separate
kitchen, storage space. (310) 395-
RENT www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $950/mo
bachelor/1bath. North of Wilshire.
Pool, laundry, quiet neighborhood,
controlled access. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

VENICE: SINGLE 1 bath $1000/mo.
Stove, hardwood floors, laundry,
parking, small pet ok w/ deposit. 16
Outrigger Street #D (310) 578-7512

Houses For Rent

WESTCHESTER: 7825 Yorktown Place.
4bdrm/ 2bath house. Cul-de-sac.
$2995/mo.  Stove,  dishwasher,
washer/ dryer hook-ups, fireplace,
patio, small backyard, utilities, cat ok
with deposit. (310) 578-7512

" Commercial Lease _

600sf office for lease. Adjacent
Beverly Hills. Shared restrooms,
conference. $1,100/mo. Call Donna
(310) 837-3606.

NAL .

il LR

Christina
S. Porter
Vice President

1,164 sf of creative office. Newly remodeled. Turn Key.

Roll up door. Phone system, furniture included. $3.00pkg

(31 0) 806'61 04 cporter@naicapital.com

310-440-8500 x.104

DOWNTOWN SANTA MONICA Private
Office Approx. 280 sq/ft, Windows/
A/C, 310-394-3645

SANTA MONICA - 3rd and Wilshire
2nd floor office w/operable windows!
205sf, $575.00 per month.

Call (310) 395-2663 x101

SANTA MONICA 1452 2nd Street. Very

charming building, small offices.
Between $700/mo & $1200/mo.
Includes utilites &  cleaning.

(310) 614-6462

‘ Advertise! CGall us at (310) 458-7737 ‘

SANTA MONICA 1248 11th St., #A.
2+1.5 large lower. Stove, carpets,
blinds, laundry, parking, no pets.
$1600, $300 off move-in. (310) 393-
6322.

SANTA MONICA: 1453 3rd St. 1BD/
1BA $1,800 Live on the Promenade
with ocean views, Hardwood floors,
ceramic tile, washer/dryer (310) 916-
8580

SENIORS- AFFORDABLE HOUSING
Live in a BEAUTIFUL
apt/ suite in Beverly/ Fairfax or
Santa Monica: $400-$560/month
(323) 650-7988

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737

SMALL OFFICE suites available for
lease in WLA. 400-575 sqft, $1.95 per
sqft. Call (310) 826-5505.

BEST BUY HOTLIST

Reveals 10 best buys in your specific
price range. Free recorded message:
877-881-6308 ID# 1040.

Marcia Rudolph. Keller Williams Realty

Your ad could run here!
© Call us today at (310) 458-7737

(HVAC) -

JOB NAME & LOCATION
DATE

FTR INTERNATIONAL

(An Equal Opportunity Employer)

BIDS ARE BEING SOUGHT FOR THE FOLLOWING
CONCRETE & REBAR — PLUMBING - ELECTRICAL
CAULKING - FLOOR COVERING-CIELING- MECHANICAL

STRUCTURAL STEEL — GLASS & GLAZING
TILE & MASONRY - CERAMIC TILE — DRYWALL/LATH &
PLASTER — ASPHALT PAVING — PAINTING/COATING
SIGN & FENCING - LANDSCAPING - EARTH WORK
ROOFING — DEMOLITION -

Berths 401-406 Backland Improvements- Los Angeles —

PLEASE CONTACT SAMIR ALYAGHAN AT (714) 389-5656,
(FAX) (714) 389-5668 TO DISCUSS SCOPE AND TERMS.

REQUEST SUBCONTRACTOR AND SUPPLIER BIDS
OBES, MBES & WBES

Plans and specification may be reviewed at FTR International,
Inc. located at 400 Exchange, Suite #150, Irvine CA 92602.

FTR International, Inc. intends to negotiate earnestly and in
good faith with all qualified firms.

FTR will, to the best of its abilities, assist all interested sub-
contractors in obtaining the required bond and insurance.

11/15/05

DISTRESS Sale -
Bank
Foreclosures.
Free list
of Foreclosure
Properties.
Recelve a free
computerized
printout.

Free recorded message
1-888-465-4534,
ID# 1042.
www.matillarealty.com 1-888-465-4534

MORTGAGE

2212 Lincoln Blvd in Santa Monica

1-888-FOR-LOAN
310 392-9223

VERY AGGRESSIVE RATES
30 YEAR FIXED RATES
JUST REDUCED! JUST 5.375%
30 YEAR FIXED g

10 YEAR/1 ARM

7 YEAR/1 ARM

5 YEAR/1 ARM

3 YEAR/1 ARM

1 YEAR/1 ARM

6 MO0./6 MO. ARM
1 MO0./1 MO. ARM

*Rates subject to change

* As of August 16, 2005
** Denotes an interest only loan

WE FEATURE

100%
INTEREST ONLY
LOANS

New option ARM .95%
100% Financing to
$1.5 Million

$650,000

1ST $520,000 @ 5.25% $2,275 PMO
2ND $130,000 @7.75% $834 PMO
Total: $3,114.00 P/MO

* Not Including Tax & Insurance

ROB
SCHULTZ

BROKER
LICENSED CALIFORNIA
BROKER #01218743

REALTOR®

Massage

5’2" HOURGLASS Figure offers

full -body sensual massage. Very
private, very discreet. Incall/ Outcall
special rate, Rachel (310) 339-6709

EXOTIC MASSAGE by sexy, young,
Russian, European female. (310) 210-
1436. Simona.

BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal your
body, mind, spirit. Therapeutic,
Swedish, Deep-tissue. Energy
balancing. Strictly non-sexual.
Introductory specials from $50.00/1hr.
Lynda, L.M.T. (310) 749-0621

EXCELLENT
MASSAGE

3300 Overland Ave, CA 90034
We accept Credit Cards

*10:%°

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong and
tender relaxing body work by mature
Europen. Very Professional, Sonja
(310) 397-0433.

HEALING RELAXATION. Swedish, deep
tissue, acupressure massage by
Russian female. Sveta (323) 244-
6198. 7858 Santa Monica Bivd.,
Hollywood, CA 90046.

MELT AWAY stress with a deep
tissue, light touch, pampering
massage. Outcall only (Westside)
(310) 578-9935 Nana.

SWEDISH/DEEP  TISSUE ~ massage.
Deep, firm, full body by experienced
licensed therapist. Strictly non-
sexual. James (310) 582-1948
$65/hr, available for outcalls.

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE
Reduces Pain and Tightness
Increases Range of Motion
Improves Sports Performance
310-930-5884
www.nydoo.com/massage

Bankruptcy

BANKRUPTCY- 24 Hour Emergency

Service (Chapter 7). $1,000.00 plus

fees, not more than $300. Terms

available. Get it done (909) 862-5789.
ALSO

Credit repair packet and instructions.

Includes IRS rule $50.00.

|TIRED OF losing weight only to|

gain it back again? Lose weight for
good. (310) 828-6252.

YOUR AD

COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT

(310) 458-7737

GIRLFRIEND WANTED 25-50 years
old, Volkswagen to Mercedes. Look, |
just want to meet someone ok? Rob

(310) 394-1533

ALEX CUC declares that his passport
and national identification card have
been stolen on October 31,2005 in
Los Angeles County

LEARN 10

JURF

T

Surf Lessons
Private ahd Group

Equipment provided

CPR Certified
310-920-1265

Camp@]Jearnhtosurfla.com

Turn Your Closet into Cash!
L.A's hottest resale store!

Great Labels

DESIGNER RESALE

p’)

ACCEPTING S )
NEW CONSIGNERS <33

WANTED:

LOUIS VUITTON
CHANEL
GUCCI
HERMES

ST. JOHN
PRADA
JUDITH LEIBER
MISSONI
DOLCE & GABBANA

1126 Wilshire Blvd., Na Santa Monica

(310) 451-2277

www.greatlabels.com

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING CONDITIONS :REGULAR RATE:
$3.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20¢ per word per day. Ad
must run a minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS:
First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered
lines, etc. cost extra. Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your
ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit
after an ad has run more than once. DEADLINES: 4:00 p.m.
prior the day of publication except for Monday's paper when
the deadline is Friday at 4:00 p.m. PAYMENT: All private party
ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of
course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our
offices 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310)458-
7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa
Monica Daily Press, P.0. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406
or stop in at our office located at 1427 Third Street Promenade,
Ste. 202. OTHER RATES: For information about the profession-
al services directory or classified display ads, please call our
office at (310)458-7737.
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SERVICE DIRECTQORY

A PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS IN THE SANTA MONICA
"

a5

P

877-WE-GET-EM

WE CAN FIND AND SERVE ANYBODY, ANYWHERE, ANYTIME.
Restraining orders & judgement collections our specialty.
lawhotline@Qaol.com

T
C?euaan%;yg

Thorough Cleaning
Houses & Offices
Competitive Rates
Dependable Personalized Service
_Great References

< 2= HOUSECLEANING SPECIAL
AR $
ST | STARTING AT 99

Aury Bonilla (323) 605-7197
Gen. Contracting
A/C CONSTRUCTION

General Construction
Commercial & Residential
Remodel & Add ons
Honest ¢ Reliable
FREE ESTIMATES
— Sabbath Observed—

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

SEASONS
ROOFING
ROOFING - REPAIRS
“L OWEST RESIDENTIAL
RATES IN SO. CALIF”
310-317-9595 o
310-779-5265 con

The Level Goes On :
Before The Spike Goes In

Romero Rain Gutters

Seamless Aluminum Gutters
Custom Made Color Match
Your Home or Building

(310) 408-5900 or (310) 534-3075
Repairs ¢ Cleaning

Copper Galvanized
Free Estimate

Ask for Jose Romero
Lic. #834699

YOUR AD

COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT

(310) 458-7737

Handyman Services
To Fit Every Budget

s

1 : -| X
e e W
Carpentry ® Plumbing @ Electrical
Drywall @ Painting @ Kitchen & Bath
Decks @ Flooring @ Windows
and much more!

free 1.877.33.FIXIT

(1.877.333.4948)
302 West Grand Avenue, Suite 8, El Segundo, CA 90245
310.322.6975 (voice) 310.356.6990 (fax)
www.HandymanOnDemand.com

Y Nisa
Mﬂ!‘@ = | VISA
— il
Licensed. Bonded. Insured. Guaranteed.
Lic 281148

rg’[Handyman
On Demand

Building Trust. Improving Life.

YOUR AD

COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT

(310) 458-7737

WESTSIDE GUYS

Full Service Handymen

CARPENTRY. ELEG., PAINT ETC...
TERMITE AND DRY ROT REPAIR
ROOF REPAIR AND WATER DAMAGE

BOB 35/HR (31[]% 266-6348
CALEB 25/HR (310) 409-3244

Chiropractic &
Acupuncture

(310) 260-8608

LEARN TO PLAY

GUITAR

THE VALLEY’S BEST GUITAR
TEACHER IS NOW IN SANTA MONICA

PLAY YOUR FAVORITE SONGS
ROCK, BLUES, FOLK, COUNTRY

GREAT WITH KIDS

GET STARTED TODAY...(818)693-0744
MFITZGIBBONQADELPHIA.NET

NEED A NOTARY?
| COME T0 YoU!

W EXPERIENCED NOTARY
M LOAN CLOSINGS/VARIOUS
I POWER OF ATTORNEY
(Both General + Healthcare & Auth. of
Citizenship Forms Available.)

PROFESSIONAL & PROMPT

SUPER TRAVELIN’ NOTARY
(310) 625-24717 (310) 479-0072

MEMBER: SM CHAMBER

Painting & Tiling

FINALLY,
AFFORDABLE

HEALTH INSURANCE 1S
AVAILABLE

Call Dave Hagberg
(800) 801-6777

46 Years in the Business

SELF EMPLOYED?
NEED INSURANCE?

o GREAT RATES
e A+ RATED COVERAGE

DOUGLAS FURUKAWA
(619) 977-8559

—

Moving & Storage

% BEST MOVERS

No job too small
2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR

Fully insured. We make it EZ.
Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193 (310) 300-9194

YOUR AD

COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT

(310) 458-7737

METICULOUS PAINTING

& DRYWALL ¢

Interior & Exterior  FREE Estimates
References Available.
10YEARS EXPERIENGE

Call Joe: 447-8357

YOUR AD

COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT

(310) 458-7737

PAINTING

Top quality A&A

Custom, Interior
and Exterior

Free quote,
call Jeff Arrieta
(310) 560-9864

Y
Learn ii‘

life coaching

is right for you.
Devlyn Steele Life Coach

(310) 383-9040

www.toolstolife.com

Free Consultation

SIONAL
PET SITTING|
AND WALKING]

310/577-6137
wwnw.fetchpetcare.com |
SANTAMONICA@FETCHPETCARE.COM §

Photography

HEADSHOTS
310-866-6693

® -

i
POOL & SPA

SERVICE & REPAIRS
Weekly service
=Drain & Cleans
-Spa Covers
-Electric spa repair

310-306-6970

FREE ESTIMATES

ONE HOUR Alterations, hemming,
jeans, pants, skirts, etc. Made by
professional Call Michael (310) 980-
2674

STILL
SMOKING?

Life is short —
Why make it shorter

John J. McGrail, C.Ht.

Certified
Hypnotherapist

(310) 235-2883

www.hypnotherapylosangeles.com

Transportation

Please call:

24 hours a day

7 Days per Week in Santa Monica
All Mercedes Taxi Service!

10% off meter
with mention of Ad

828-2233

COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY

SERVICES
. (310
701-9362

WWW.CMS-COMPUTERCENTER.COM
Quick-N-Easy
PC REPAIR

PC Repair ® Tune Up
Upgrade e Virus/Spyware
Removal ¢ Data Recovery

Notebook Repair ® Networking
Wireless e Security Experts

(310)
309-2441

COMPASSIONATE
COUNSELING
A safe place to make changes.
Life Transitions
Stress
Relationships
Self-Esteem
Unresolved Grief
Free Consultation
Laurie Levine, MFT (rc 23031)
Santa Monica/SFV

(310) 284-3699

Mpood a

COMPUTER
Nerd?

woered, LANerd S guad.com

Home or Business
16 Years in Service
Ay Gomputer Prabilem

®
P mmemmerm =
-

(B00)*231=516:

N

RUN YOUR DBAs IN THE DAILY PRESS FOR ONLY $60.

INCEUDES RECEIPT AND PROOF OF PUBLICATION. CALL US TODAY @ (310) 458-7737




JADVERTISEMENT

Real Estate
mn  Pacific Ocean Properties

2212 Lincoln Boulevard, Santa Monica 310.392.9223

PREMIER LISTINGS

Recent Transactions

Too New For Picture ‘F -3
il T

7436 Midfield Ave. 5600 W. 79th St 8917 Wilton Place 9001 S. Van Ness Ave T
Westchester Westchester Los Angeles Inglewood H
$649,000 $619,000 $595,000 $590,000 !‘

|

;-fra 25760 Jumano Drive, Moreno Valley

3448 Maplewood Ave., Los Angeles

Your House Here! 4 h | No Picture Available 2432 21st St., Santa Monica

5601 W. 83rd St. Call us today 2801 La Castana 1448 25th St. ' "% 7250 W. 82nd St., Playa del Rey
Westchester (310) 392-9223 Hollywood Hills Santa Monica -
$720,000 $1,525,000 $1,599,000

4238 Manhatten Beach Blvd., Lawndale

Build 2 Townhouses

i ]
Plans and permits Coming Soon!

Venice Canals 124-126 FOW|ing 2 Figtree 1458 Princeton St.
$1,825,000 Playa del Rey Palos Verdes Santa Monica
$1,649,000 $1,975,000 $1,599,000

Hiring experienced Real Estate Pacwetgage

Agents for Pacific Ocean Properties | <=0
o RATES
Santa Monica and Newport Beach. =~ 7" ©

° o A I 10 yea/r/ 1arm 5.75%

7 1 5.625%

Also, coming soon in Silverlake! =i

3 year/1 arm 5.125%**

* Aggressive compensation structure 1year/1 arm 5.125%

6 mos./6 mo.arm 4.375%

* E&O Insurance provided 1mo/1 mo.arm 1.0%*

o * Rat bject to ch
* In-House marketing photos AeotAugue 62008
** Denotes an interest only loan

» State of the art communications support and equipment S
* Professional coaching 1-888-FOR-LOAN

2212 Lincoln Blvd., Santa Monica, CA
310-392-9223 1-888-FOR-LOAN (367-5626)




