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By The Associated Press

SANTA MONICA— Comedian Paula Poundstone
has been complying with her probation requirements and
could have regained custody of her children had her
attorney not challenged the court’s jurisdiction in child
custody matters, a judge said Friday.

Superior Court Judge Bernard J. Kamins said at a sta-
tus hearing in Santa Monica Courthouse he would have
returned custody of the three adopted children to
Poundstone, according to her attorney, Rich Pfeiffer.

But an appeals court this week halted all proceedings
in the case while the panel reviews an August court chal-
lenge. Pfeiffer had alleged the criminal court overstepped
its jurisdiction when it decided on the children’s visita-
tion and custody rights.

He said he plans to withdraw the challenge. A hearing
is scheduled Jan. 31.

“It’s the process that’s worrisome,” Poundstone told

KCAL-TV. “I want my kids back now and I’m not happy
until that happens.”

Poundstone lost custody of the children after pleading
no contest last year to a felony count of child endanger-
ment and a misdemeanor charge of infliction of injury on
a child. The endangerment charge involved driving while

drunk with children in her car.
She was sentenced to five years probation in October

2001. The children were placed with a friend of
Poundstone’s who is a court-approved foster parent.
Poundstone is allowed to see the children, but the visits
are monitored.

BY MARGIE MASON
Associated Press Writer

SAN FRANCISCO — Depending on their mood,
voters here could drastically slash monthly cash payments
to the homeless and at the same time endorse the concept
of city-grown pot for use by medical marijuana patients.

Both options are on San Francisco’s Nov. 5 ballot,
along with an alternative proposal on homelessness
offering a gentler approach to one of the city’s most

intractable problems.
The marijuana proposal, the first of its kind in the coun-

try, would not trigger an immediate start-up of a municipal
pot patch. It is a “sense of the voters” measure that would
make it official city policy to explore the establishment of
a marijuana growing-and-distribution program.

The initiative is a response to a series of raids by the
federal Drug Enforcement Agency on marijuana distribu-

Homelessness, marijuana on SF’s ballot

Court may prevent Poundstone from getting children back

See BALLOT, page 5

The rise and fall of Santa Monica’s living wage

Andrew H. Fixmer/Daily Press
Yolanda Orejel, a Doubletree Guest Suites Hotel housekeeper, places labels on
door hangers before walking door to door Friday campaigning for Measure JJ.

Worker puts everything on
the line for a ‘living wage’
BY ANDREW H. FIXMER
Daily Press Staff Writer

Yolanda Orejel risked everything
when she packed her bags and left her
hometown in Mexico in search of a bet-
ter life in Los Angeles.

But 20 years later, Orejel finds herself
living in nearly the same conditions that
she so desperately was trying to escape.

“I can eat a little better and I have
nicer clothes,” she said through an inter-
preter. “But otherwise there aren’t many
things that are different.”

Orejel, a housekeeper at the Doubletree
Guest Suites Hotel, said she needs Santa
Monica’s proposed living wage ordinance
to pass if she is to move out of her single-
room apartment in downtown Los
Angeles that she shares with her two
teenage sons.

The single mother’s $200 weekly
salary (after taxes) affords her the $450
monthly rent on her apartment. After
that, there is barely enough left to cover
her bills.

Orejel, 35, said she has tried to take on
second jobs, but when she returns home
after cleaning rooms all day, she is so tired
she barely has the strength to make dinner.

Local restaurant feels the
squeeze from living wage law

BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

In the effort for many low-income
workers to realize the American dream,
those same dreams pursued by dozens of
Santa Monica business owners will be
squashed by the city’s proposed living
wage, they fear.

“It goes against everything this coun-
try is about,” said Giacomo “Jack” De

Nicola, the general manager at The
Lobster restaurant. “It is going to cost me
three quarters of a million dollars a year,
which is going to make one restaurant
virtually unprofitable.”

The Lobster is one of hundreds of
businesses that would be affected by
Measure JJ, if approved by voters on
Nov. 5. The law would require business-
es in the coastal zone that make more
than $5 million in annual revenue to pay
their workers $10.50 with health benefits
or $12.25 without.

Carolyn Sackariason/Daily Press
Jack De Nicola, general manager of The Lobster, says the proposed living
wage unfairly targets his restaurant and will hurt his bottom line. Martin
Cervante, a sous chef, (left) worked his way up in the restaurant business,
starting as a prep cook making minimum wage. Sous chefs regularly make
between $35,000 and $50,000.

See RESTAURANT, page 4See HOUSEKEEPER, page 4



ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
★★★ Sit back and let others take action. Now,
isn’t this a nice change? Others look for you, per-
haps a bit disappointed that you’re not around.
Sometimes people need to miss someone in order
to appreciate him or her. Tonight: Join in.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
★★★★ Understand that you don’t hold all the
cards. Allow others to make the first move. You
might be disappointed at first. Clear out an errand
or two. You’ll relax more. A family member
adores you and lets you know it. Isn’t that nice?
Tonight: You don’t have to go far.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★★★ Your playfulness delights a child or a
new friend. This person also has a way of amus-
ing you. You really enjoy your free time together.
Discover a mutually fun pastime. Share hobbies.
Strengthen the bond that exists. Tonight: Chat
during dinner and get to know someone better.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
★★★★ For the moon child, spending time at
home proves to be delightful nearly anytime.
Clear out a key project. Finish what you need to
get done so that you can kick back and enjoy
your family. A new purchase might be possible.
Play with the budget. Tonight: Favorite dinner
and a great movie.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
★★★★★ That extra effort pays off, whether it is
a phone call, pitching in to help a neighbor or
doing something long overdue. You’ll smile as a
result, and so will everyone else. Take time to
chat with those in your life. Don’t rush off.
Tonight: Whatever works.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
★★★ You decide that enough is enough!
Replace an object or item that seems to clog up
the works and slow the ever-efficient Virgin
down. You’re not so concerned with your budget
right now. Treat yourself, as well as a dear friend
or loved one. Tonight: Out on the town.

HOROSCOPE

JACQUELINE BIGAR'S STARS

The stars show the kind of day you'll have: 

★★★★★ -Dynamic  ★★★★ -Positive  ★★★ -Average  
★★ -So-so  ★ -Difficult

Vanish when you can, Scorpio

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
★★★★★ Take an action you have been putting
off for way too long. Your high energy makes this
long-overdue task a snap! Get together with
friends; you’ll have a great time among crowds.
You also might opt to throw a party. Tonight:
Clearly where the action is.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
★★★ Stay back. Do your own thing right now.
Find someone you respect with which to brain-
storm or air out a personal issue. You’ll get great
advice! Treat this person to a special meal or
another type of happening he or she would love.
Tonight: Vanish when you can.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
★★★★★ Join others with a common goal.
Together you’ll accomplish a lot more. What
could be a chore for one person becomes a great
project together. Do more for others. It feels
good. Willingly step into new experiences. Let go
of your ideas of what does and doesn’t work.
Tonight: Take swing dancing lessons.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
★★★★ Take charge. Make a decision that can
help an older relative or loved one. This person
might give you a bit of flack at first. Talk to a
partner or dear friend. Postpone plans until later
on in the day, if you must. He or she will under-
stand. Tonight: A must show.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
★★★★★ Wanderlust hits. Make some calls and
find a friend who might be up for an adventure.
Explore the planetarium. Find your nearest natu-
ral history museum. Others might be most
intrigued by your bohemian style. Tonight: Try a
new type of cuisine.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
★★★★★ A partner sorely wants your attention.
What he or she might do to get it could shock
you. Consider your plans. Sit down and talk to
this loved one. What could appear to be a burden
develops into a fun time. Run with the moment.
Tonight: Be a duo.
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“I think the world is run by C students.”
— Al McGuire 

QUOTE of the DAY
YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD

TAXI FOR OVER

25 YEARS!
FULLY LICENSED, INSURED.

• 10 minute door-to-door service

• Advanced reservations welcome

• Air conditioned cabs, vans and wagons

• Small package delivery- $20 minimum
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TAXI TAXI TAXI TAXI

Yellow Taxi
Santa Monica

Present coupon at time of service. Expires 3/31/03

Galaxy Cab
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LOCAL 

The powerful northwest swell is fading, but there’s
still enough energy for three to four-foot waves today.
The 290-degree swell angle hits best along the South Bay
where there’s the best western exposure. Expect chest-
high surf, with some head-high sets hitting occasionally
on the better tides.

Swell continues today when surf should drop back
into the waist- to chest-high range.

Sunday, still nothing new (nothing predicted until late
next week). Expect waist- to chest-high waves, better size
in the south, and fair conditions at most breaks.

Information compiled by Jesse Haley

The Surf Report is sponsored by:

Today’s 
Tides:

Low- 12:41 a.m. 0.14’
High- 7:02 a.m. 5.92’
Low- 1:19 p.m. 0.25’
High- 7:21 p.m. 5.31’

Grilled
Eggplant  
&  Peppers
Sandwich

8 ttaaxx  iinncclluuddeedd

Daily  Specials  come  with  
french  fries  +  drink

The Tastiest Hawaiian Sandwiches

111199  BBrrooaaddwwaayy,,  SSaannttaa  MMoonniiccaa
331100..339944..00110000

OOppeenn
DDaaiillyy  ffrroomm
1111  aa..mm..  ttoo
1100  pp..mm..

Today’s Special: Store Hours:

“FRESH SEAFOOD FOR LESS”

Call us for your office party.

NOW OPEN FOR LUNCH

205 Broadway, Santa Monica, California 90401
(310) 395-5695     FAX (310) 396-9808

$4.95 Fish + Chips
$7.95 Shrimp Plate w/rice, baked potato & steamed vegetables

12PM - 4PM

Look, Ma! No hands

Ross Furukawa/Daily Press
Marvin Ordonez of Los Angeles digs into the PAL Halloween Carnival
pumpkin pie eating contest on Halloween night. He was awarded second
place, and finished his pie in 10 seconds flat.

Open meeting for St.
Joseph Center planned
By Daily Press staff

St. Joseph Center will hold an open community meeting in St. Clement’s Hall at
Third Street and Marine Street on Tuesday, Nov. 12 at 7 p.m. to discuss its plans to
rebuild its facility on Hampton Drive.

The center has been providing human services to the community since 1976, and its
programs have helped more than 900 families each year with child care, tutoring, par-
enting programs, and services for seniors and veterans.

The center provides 11 programs and services on seven sites in West LA, Santa
Monica, and Venice, empowering low-income individuals and families toward self-suf-
ficiency.

For more information, call 310-396-6468 ext. 324.
In other St. Joseph news, more than 100 business and community leaders gave a

birthday toast last week and made their 16th annual contribution to the St. Joseph
Center Childcare Scholarship Fund to benefit young children of the homeless and
working poor. 

Hosted yearly by Joyce Rey, Cecelia & Clifford Waeschle, and Coldwell Banker,
this year’s proceeds of more than $32,000 will go toward the care and education of
homeless and low-income children in the SJC’s Child Care & Parenting Program.

Let your voice be heard
By Daily Press staff

If you want to help guide where the money goes to fund human services within the
city, let your voice be heard in the next three months.

“Community Voices 2002,” is a program designed to let citizens tell officials how to
prioritize grant money for human services in the next three years. The city’s human
services department has developed a profile of the Santa Monica community and deter-
mined the range of human service needs for the city.

There will be about 30 different discussion groups and public hearings held through-
out the rest of the year to debate the priorities.

A list of public hearings and their dates can be obtained through the division. Call
(310) 458-8701 for more information. There will be a Community Voices gathering on
Jan. 11 from 9 a.m. to noon.

DID YOU KNOW?: 14% of all facts and statistics are made up and 27% of people know that fact.

Location Saturday Sunday Water Quality
County Line 3-4’/Fair 2-3’/Fair A
Zuma 3-4’/Fair 2-3’/Fair A
Surfrider 2-3’/Fair 1-2’/Fair A
Topanga 2-3’/Fair 1-2’/Fair A
Breakwater 2-4’/Fair 2-3’/Fair B
El Porto 3-4’/Fair 2-3’/Fair A
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The ordinance, which predominately targets business-
es that benefit from the tourism industry, was passed by
the city council in July of 2001 as a way to lift low-wage
workers out of poverty. Many entry-level workers at lux-
ury hotels along the beach are paid $8 an hour with no
health benefits. At the unionized hotels, of which there are
two in Santa Monica, the workers are paid more.
Proponents of the measure argue those businesses have
more than enough money to pay their employees — many
of whom live in poverty conditions — a decent wage.

“We feel like we are in this battle between the unions
and the hotels,” De Nicola said. “It’s misguided. It’s easy
to get behind a blanket cause like some Robin Hood thing
of taking from the rich and giving to the poor but ulti-
mately it doesn’t do anything.”

The Lobster, which is located on Ocean Avenue and
Colorado Boulevard overlooking the Santa Monica Pier,
makes more than $5 million a year. About 10 percent of
De Nicola’s staff aren’t paid what the proposed wage
would require. None of them make less than $7.50.
Those employees are either prep cooks or dishwashers. 

Despite hardsip exemptions for which businesses can
both apply for and help write, De Nicola believes he will
be required to pay all of his 100 employees at least
$12.25 an hour, whether they are tipped or not. Waiters
currently make about $20 an hour, while bus boys get
about $15 an hour.

“What is a hardship exemption? What does that mean?”
he said. “The exemption is a completely nebulous thing.”

According to the language of the ordinance, employ-
ers who immediately would be exempt from the law
either have young, first-time seasonal workers, or are
able to prove the business would be non-viable if it had
to pay its workers more. An exemption also could be
granted if the business could prove that if it did raise
wages it would actually counter what the law is intended
to do. That means if a business had to downsize its work-
force to remain economically viable, it could be exempt

because people would lose their jobs.
Under those rules, The Lobster would be exempt. Or

would it?
“I would have to economize as much as I can which

means people will lose hours,” De Nicola said. “It will
eat away at our profit margin but is that enough to be
exempt? I don’t know.”

De Nicola said the law is unclear on that point. An
exemption is not automatic, and it’s uncertain how the
proposed city administrative body reviewing exemption
applications would make that determination. Hardship
could be based on profit margins or on whether the busi-
ness can stay afloat, he said.

The criteria for review hasn’t been determined, how-
ever a panel of business owners, community members
and city officials will be created to set those parameters
after the law is passed, supporters of the measure say.

“We will not go out of business but it will take a large
investment and turn it into nothing,” he said. “I don’t
think anyone will get an exemption because if one does,
why wouldn’t the other?”

De Nicola and many other business owners who are
fighting a fierce battle to shoot down the ordinance are
worried about a government entity or unknown person

examining a private business’ balance sheet and making
a decision on undetermined criteria.

Payroll at the Lobster, which opened in 1999 and is
owned by 10 investors, will go up 20 percent if the living
wage is passed and an exemption isn’t granted, De Nicola
said. Typically, restaurants have a 7 percent profit margin. 

De Nicola said he would support a living wage that grad-
ually increases over time and is applied city-wide. But busi-
nesses shouldn’t be singled out or bear the brunt in a futile
attempt to solve a much larger social problem, he said.

The jobs that are targeted in the living wage are entry
level and are not designed to be careers, De Nicola said. He
expects people to educate and train themselves to be skilled
workers so they can become self-sufficient like his immi-
grant Italian grandfather did when he came to America. 

One of those skill sets is learning the English language.
Many low-wage workers speak only Spanish, which does-
n’t help them get better jobs, De Nicola argues.

“No one is saying that it’s not harder now ... the gap
between the rich and poor is worse than it has been for
decades but there still is opportunity,” De Nicola said. “I
believe people need to take responsibility for themselves
and their actions.”

Living wage has business owners worried about future
RESTAURANT, from page 1

To help lift the estimated 2,000 Santa Monica workers
like Orejel out of poverty, the city council approved an
ordinance last year requiring businesses near the coast that
make more than $5 million in annual revenue pay their
employees between $10.50 and $12.25 an hour, depending
on whether health benefits are provided.

Opponents of the ordinance have asked voters to
decide Nov. 5 whether to enact the living wage ordi-
nance, which is known as Measure JJ.

About six months ago Orejel joined the fight for the
measure, and for the past week every day after work she

drives herself to the campaign headquarters of Santa
Monicans Allied for Responsible Tourism, which is cam-
paigning in support of the measure.

Once there, she tirelessly stuffs envelopes and walks
neighborhoods with other activists, hoping to drum up
enough support for a law that she thinks is critical to
making life better.

She dreams of sending her sons to college and of sav-
ing enough money to buy a house some day. But in the
short term, she wants to get off the state’s MediCal pro-
gram and be less dependent on subsidies.

HOUSEKEEPER, from page 1

See HOUSEKEEPER, page 5

Housekeeper fights for higher wages
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tion centers that give or sell pot to people
with a doctor’s recommendation.

“Of course we’re pushing the point
here,” said San Francisco Supervisor
Mark Leno, the initiative’s author. “But
we’re forced to do this because the feder-
al government has continued to proactive-
ly interfere with our most ill and vulnera-
ble citizens’ access their medicine.”

Greater controversy has arisen in the
homelessness debate. The result is two
rival measures — one tough and one soft.

The tough-love “Care Not Cash” initia-
tive was put on the ballot by petition after
it appeared city supervisors would not
support it. The opposing supervisors then
pushed for a measure to lessen the blow to
the city’s estimated 7,300 homeless.

The “Care Not Cash” proposition
would reduce the $320-to-$390 monthly
cash allowances for the homeless, which
some argue is often used for liquor or
drugs, to as little as $59 a month. The
remainder would be reallocated to create
more services and affordable housing.

“We provide more cash than any other
county in California, and there’s no time

limit for how long you can be on the pro-
gram,” said Supervisor Gavin Newsom,
who proposed the measure. “There’s no
city in the United States that allows more
people to die in its shelters and emergency
rooms and on its streets.”

The other measure, “Exits From
Homelessness,” would not reduce the
cash allowance for families, pregnant
women and senior citizens, and would
reinstate the payment for any homeless
person if more permanent housing is not
arranged after 180 days in a shelter.

It also requires the city to provide
1,000 housing units and 700 substance
abuse slots within two years. It would cost
an estimated $24.5 million, an amount
critics say is not there to spend.

Board of Supervisors President Tom
Ammiano was instrumental in getting the
“Exits From Homelessness” measure on
the ballot. He said the “Care Not Cash”
option was too severe.

“There were punitive aspects to it I
didn’t agree with,” Ammiano said. “It
takes advantage of people’s frustrations.”

If both homelessness measures win
majorities, the one with more votes takes
precedence.

BALLOT, from page 1

Marijuana proposal is the
first of its kind in country

Good thing you recycle your paper...
Chances are you’re reading it again.

Santa Monica Daily Press

“It’s not just about a better quality of life,”
she said. “It’s about improving everything.”

Orejel comes from Michoacan, a mid-
sized city about 250 miles northwest of
Mexico City. Growing up, her father was
a construction worker and her mother
picked strawberries.

Finding work in Michoacan was diffi-
cult, and the jobs that were available paid
so little that Orejel said it wasn’t enough to
buy food. So when she turned 17, she came
to Los Angeles looking for opportunity.

But once here, she ºfound the stories
about how easy it is to find a job and how
much better the pay is in America over-
stated. She struggled to find work, and
ended up peddling clothes on the street for
many years.

Two years ago, finding herself unem-
ployed during one of the country’s most
prosperous times, the state found Orejel a
job cleaning rooms at the Doubletree.

While she is grateful for her job, she
says housekeepers in other areas of Los
Angeles are not required to clean as many
rooms as she is and they are paid better.

When the tourism industry took a nose
dive after the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks,
hotels eliminated dozens of entry-level
positions. That’s when Orejel said her
workload was increased from the nine
suites she used to clean to the 14 she’s
charged with today.

And economists have said if Measure
JJ is enacted there will be between 180

and 200 low-income jobs lost at hotels
and other businesses throughout the city. 

Orejel said she knows she could be one
of them but it’s worth the risk if the living
wage ordinance helps her and others
achieve a better life.

“I’m terrified I could lose my job,” she
said. “That’s a very real possibility.”

When asked what she would say to a
fellow co-worker who lost their job if the
living wage was enacted, Orejel
appeared baffled.

“I would be without words,” she said.
“I don’t know what I would say to them.”

But Orejel said she knew what she
would ask an owner of a business that
would be affected by the living wage. She
said she would want to know why they
pay their workers so little when they make
so much money.

“And I would tell them how much bet-
ter they can make their workers’ lives and
how much better off everyone will be if JJ
passes,” she said.

HOUSEKEEPER, from page 4

Worker afraid of losing job

“It’s not just about a 
better quality of life.
It’s about improving

everything.”
— YOLANDA OREJEL

Doubletree Guest Suites Hotel housekeeper
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LETTERS
Police and fire unions should apologize
Editor:

Voters just received the third mailing from the Santa Monica Police Officers and
Firefighters Union. It says Measure HH (VERITAS) supporters are thieves: “Warning
from Santa Monica Police Officers: Thieves Are Trying to Steal Our City.”  

The mailings allege that there is a conspiracy of “out-of-town corporate million-
aires” who will “take over Santa Monica” and install their “political puppet District by
District.” Really? Who has the big money? Measure HH collected $56,000 this year.   

The anti-HH forces are amassing a $350,000 campaign, a large portion aimed at
Measure HH. SMRR will have $200,000+, hotel unions $100,000+, and the police
and fire union $50,000+. Businesses contributed less than half of our $56,000. The
majority of our donations were from small contributions. 90 percent were $250 or
less, and 80 percent were $100 or less. 

If there really were a dangerous out-of-town conspiracy, as the police allege, we
would be far more vulnerable under our current at-large system. As almost everyone
knows, it would be more difficult for “out-of-town” corporations — or unions — to
dominate Santa Monica elections if council members were elected from small dis-
tricts where independents are on their “home turf” and can run without money from
unions or corporations.

Our officers are among the highest paid in the nation. A large portion of the city’s
revenues come from businesses involved with major corporations, including the
hotels, restaurants, and car dealerships.

These are the same out-of-town corporations the police and firefighters call
“thieves.” Without their revenue, we could not provide police officers and firefighters
with such excellent salaries and retirement plans.

The three mailings were created to deliver false information so close to election
day that it would be impossible to correct the tremendous damage they would inflict.
The first attack mailer was a veiled threat that if voters approved district elections, the
police and fire department might not respond to emergency calls for help. When ques-
tioned by the press and community leaders, the union apologized, saying it wasn’t
intentional, just bad wording. The second strike was a mailer which tried to create
confusion about historic districts. When called a second time, the union again apolo-
gized, saying it was another mistake in the words. Now, the third strike, a chilling
“WARNING FROM SANTA MONICA POLICE OFFICERS” that Measure HH
(VERITAS) supporters are thieves. Whatever the alibis were for the first two mailers,
with this latest piece there can be no doubt that the Police and Fire Unions are delib-
erate in these blatant lies.

On behalf of the thousands of people who support Measure HH (VERITAS) and
the hundreds of people who donated to Measure HH, citizens as well as businesses,
we call upon the police officers and firefighters to forth with deliver a written apolo-
gy to every household where they sent these knowingly false, defamatory mailings.
Let the police and firefighters show the same respect to the community that we have
shown to them. Let the police and firefighters clearly tell our citizens, especially our
youth, that in a great democracy like ours, people will have different political points
of view. No one should be called a thief or criminal simply because they have a dif-
ferent opinion from the police and firefighter unions.

Lastly, dear voter, ask yourself this question: If we had an accountable City
Council that respected the rights of everyone, do you think it would remain silent
while the police and fire union engaged in these threatening, false, and libelous mail-
ings? Look again! The six entrenched politicians on the Council who oppose Measure
HH reforms greatly benefit from this misconduct. 

Fellow citizens, in the privacy of the voting booth, do not be intimidated by police
misconduct. Stand up for democracy! Vote Yes on Measure HH (VERITAS).

Irene Zivi
Paul DeSantis  

Yes on Measure (HH) VERITAS Committee

Measure JJ will hurt those it’s intended to help
Editor: 

For quite some time now, I have been reading the opinions published on Measure
JJ. One overriding theme has jumped out over this time, and that is those who are
for JJ seem to have no logical arguments in their favor. Yes, in a perfect Utopian
world it would be nice to have everybody make more money, with no consequences.
Unfortunately, we do not live in an Utopian world, and Measure JJ has some seri-
ous consequences.

If measure JJ does pass, prudence (and basic economic common sense) would
demand a response from those business affected (mostly Santa Monica hotels).
Contrary to popular belief, most of the business’ affected by Measure JJ are not mak-
ing money hand over fist, and would simply be put out of business if they were to not
respond to this attack on their financial well being. A response could come in a num-
ber of forms, and will most likely be a combination of a number of adjustments. Two
of the most common adjustments hotels (chosen in this particular case because it will
be the largest business segment affected) could make to combat a dramatic increase
in labor costs, will be either raise their current room rates, or cut back on, and/or
replace the affected labor. Let us look at the economic realities and consequences of
each of these scenarios.

Many say that in response to Measure JJ, business’ (again we will use hotels)
should just raise their prices. These people obviously have no idea how a capitalist
economy works.  I can guarantee that even right now, before Measure JJ has gone to
the voters, if the hotels felt they could raise their rates without seeing an adverse affect

on their occupancy they would. It’s simple, if room rates were to rise, occupancy per-
centages would fall, and the hotels would lose even more money. There is no hotel
general manager in this town sitting in their office thinking to themselves “I could be
making a larger profit, but why bother.”  The fact is, given a raise in hotel rates many
consumers would choose areas other than Santa Monica to stay, pure and simple.  To
even think about raising room rates, you would have to offer something more to
guests, i.e. raise service levels, and that will certainly not happen under Measure JJ.
Which conveniently brings me to the next point.

Another way the hotels can offset their increased labor costs would be to simply
cut back on that labor. In essence, hurting the very people Measure JJ is supposed to
help. Labor is one of the largest costs incurred by service oriented business. Which
leads them to watch those numbers very carefully, even in current economic condi-
tions. A few extra labor dollars here and there can be the difference between making
a profit, and closing the doors. It is obvious that Measure JJ will increase current per
person labor costs. Hotels must, and will respond to this simply by not having as many
total labor hours. Whether you’re working six people at $6 an hour, or three people at
$12 an hour, you’re still spending $36 an hour on labor. Yes, that means people who
currently have jobs now, will lose their jobs. This also means that the tourists who
come here will experience a decline in the quality of service. Which should, in theo-
ry, lead to a decline in occupancy citywide. Another scenario that seems to have been
overlooked is the change in the labor pool that will occur. If businesses have to pay a
worker $12 an hour, they will look for higher qualifications from that worker. If busi-
ness are going to pay $12 an hour, they will look for people with college degrees, not
high school degrees. Yes, that again means that Measure JJ will hurt the very people
it is intended to help.

For those of you who say that you support Measure JJ because you’re looking out
for the overworked and underpaid workers in the city, think about this. The fact is
most of the workers here in Santa Monica do not live in Santa Monica, and cannot
vote on their own fate. Let me also tell you from personal experience that most work-
ers in the hotels do not want this measure to pass because they fear what will happen
to their jobs. In other words, if you vote for Measure JJ, your vote could cost many
jobs, the very jobs of the people whom you claim to help. Let the people whose jobs
Measure JJ are affecting decide their own fate. The people who work for the affected
business have a choice for whom they wish to work. We live in a capitalist economy.
If they feel they are underpaid, and that their talents will be better rewarded else-
where, they can find another job. Minimum wages were put into effect in this coun-
try primarily to stop the usage of what was in essence slave labor. Any economist will
tell you that a government imposed wage that is higher than the naturally economic
efficient wage will hurt an economy because it creates inefficiency. That inefficiency
is illustrated perfectly by the arguments in this letter. Make no mistake about it,
Measure JJ is an attack on the very well being of many business in Santa Monica.
They will have no choice but to respond, and the consequences to that will be devas-
tating for this community.

Brad Busby
Playa Del Rey

Employee at Le Merigot Hotel in Santa Monica

Opponents of EE are lying to you
Editor:

As a co-founder of Citizens for School District Reform, and a longtime children’s
advocate I am stunned and appalled by the way in which the opponents of Proposition
EE have lied to the community in an attempt to make their case.

Their goal, which can be clearly discerned simply by reading their ballot argument,
is to cause EE to fail as a way of fermenting citizen revolt and putting pressure on the
Santa Monica City Council to direct more budget dollars toward education and other
“community” needs.

I too would like to see more of our city budget dedicated to our schools and local
youth programs but I believe it is morally repugnant to try and achieve that goal by
misrepresenting the school district’s performance over the past two years, and there-
by putting the education of 12,500 SMMUSD students at risk.

Contrary to what the opponents of EE would have you believe, we have seen some
extremely positive changes take place in our district over the past two years.

These changes include the creation of a blue-ribbon Financial Oversight
Committee. It is chaired by Rand Corp. Executive Vice-president Michael Rich, and
peopled with some of the top business minds in our community. 

A key recommendation of the financial oversight committee called for the district
to do a better job of handling its contract negotiations to ensure that salary costs were
more in line with revenues. As the result of a great amount of teamwork between the
union and the district, the new teachers contract calls for a 0 percent pay raise this year
and a financially responsible 2 percent raise next year. The contract stands as a pow-
erful example of the district’s renewed emphasis on fiscal accountability. 

It also demonstrates Superintendent John Deasy’s commitment to running as tight
a ship as possible. During the first year of his tenure, the district amassed a surplus,
and he personally raised more than $3 million in philanthropic and foundation grants
to fund district programs.

Perhaps most impressive is the way Deasy has jumped in and taken a hands-on
approach to the Prop X school construction projects. As a result of his efforts the
chairman of the $4 billion Jacobs Construction Co. appeared in person before our
school board and agreed to make adjustments which have improved the quality of the
work being done and substantially increased the amount of product we are receiving

See LETTERS, page 7
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for our money.
The bottom line, is that the bottom line is very important to our superintendent

and it is being watched closely. 
The district has also been moving ahead on a variety of other fronts including:
■ Restructuring SAMOHI to create a more effective learning environment.
■ Developing and implementing a community driven strategic plan to help

ensure all children succeed.
■ And dealing quickly and effectively with the demands of community groups

such as the Mothers For Justice.
So when the opponents to Proposition EE tell you nothing has changed with

SMMUSD they are lying. And when, in the 11th hour, they suddenly start harping
about the unfairness of the tax, know that this is just another calculated attempt to
defeat Proposition EE as a means of mounting a political attack on the city council.

And perhaps that wouldn’t be such a bad thing if the financial situation of our
schools weren’t so serious. 

The state of California has a $38 billion deficit. Last year the state made mid-year
budget cuts for the first time in history. This year it has announced that it is going
to make mid-year cuts again — bigger ones. And these mid-year cuts are in addition
to the $5 million in cuts that have already been made to next year’s SMMUSD
budget.

If we don’t pass the parcel tax the negative effects on our school system will be
immediate and painful. 

This is not a fire drill. This is the real thing. There is no magic box, no hidden
money. As good as our superintendent is, he is not a magician. If the money isn’t
there the programs and services must be cut.

Please think about this when it’s your turn to stand up and vote.
Think about the benefits of having a school system that stands tall as a reflection

of the best we have to offer, and that enriches children’s lives, while enhancing the
value of every piece of property in this town.

Quality schools make a quality community. Vote yes on Proposition EE.

John Petz
Santa Monica

Small business will feel pain by JJ
Editor:

Recent revelations that the city is looking at an even larger budget deficit next year
than projected should make us all think twice about any program that will cost the
city money and benefit a very narrow few. The Living Wage is just such a measure.

Slated to cost the city close to $5 million a year, Measure JJ just does not make
sense. With the city having to cut costs for schools, essential city services why
should we as taxpayers and residents support a law that will only benefit a very few.
I am a small business owner and parent and I can tell you — the Living Wage is a
bad deal for our city and will cause more harm than good for the men and women
it proposes to help.

As a restaurant owner, I am concerned about the discriminatory element of this
proposed law.  Restaurants, despite what most people think, do not operate with lots
of margin for error. An increase in costs of just pennies can often make or break a
business. In my business alone we operate on very tight margins. The ripple effect
of such an enormous increase in living wage would clearly not make any sense to
operate a business in Santa Monica.

This is not just a fight by the big hotels! This bad law will affect all businesses
large and small. We are fighting for the survival of our business in Santa Monica.
Let’s not forget about business like Midnight Special Book Store, Broadway Deli,
The Reel Inn, and many more small business ... each of who face potentially dev-
astating impacts by this bad law. With the city ill prepared for the coming of this
law, the “so called” exemptions will not go into effect for sometime, and in the inter-
im, businesses will be forced to meet the new higher wage standards, and may be
forced to close their doors. 

I hope you will look at the facts, and vote no on Measure JJ.

Selwyn Yosslowitz
Santa Monica

LETTERS, from page 6
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BY SCOTT SONNER
Associated Press Writer

SOUTH LAKE TAHOE — Sen.
Dianne Feinstein, D-Calif., blames the
Sierra Club, frequently her ally, for
Congress’ failure to pass legislation last
month to thin national forests and reduce
wildfire threats in the West.

Sierra Club President Carl Pope, in
turn, says Republican leaders are responsi-
ble. And a timber industry leader points
the finger at Senate Majority Leader Tom
Daschle, D-S.D., accusing the Democratic
leader of “election year politics.”

All sides agree it’s unlikely that
Congress will act before adjournment to
seek consensus on reducing the threat of
wildfires, such as those that charred
about 6.7 million acres across the nation
this year.

“You have a very polarized community
when it comes to fire and how they view
fire,” Feinstein said.

The former mayor of San Francisco
has averaged a 91 percent scorecard rat-
ing from the League of Conservation
Voters the past six years, but confounded
environmentalists by insisting that log-
ging be used to help ease wildfire threats.

She said she will press the Senate to
hold hearings early next year and that she
will attempt to build support among con-
servationists and others for an emergency
program she hopes to develop with Sen.
Ron Wyden, D-Ore., and Republicans on
the Senate Energy and Natural Resources
Committee.

Feinstein said she was close to secur-
ing a bipartisan agreement with Sen.
Larry Craig, R-Idaho, that would have
sacrificed some trees to reduce fuel loads
and made 7 million acres of forests near
urban areas safer from fires.

“I think the Sierra Club did it in, to be
honest with you. There was just real
opposition,” Feinstein told reporters after
a speech to an environmental conference
last week at Lake Tahoe.

Feinstein said the Sierra Club made it
impossible for her to gather the support
she needed among Democrats to cut off
debate and force a vote.

“So the effort kind of collapsed,” she
said.

Chris West, vice president of the tim-
ber industry’s American Forest Resource
Council based in Portland, Ore., said
Feinstein is partially right. But he puts
the blame more squarely on Democratic
leaders.

“From our perspective, the reason
nothing moved in the Senate that was
workable was because of Daschle. It was
all election-year politics,” West said.

Craig, the senior Republican on the
Senate Energy forests subcommittee,
offers a similar account of the Senate’s
refusal to consider his proposal.

“The Dianne Feinsteins of this world
have every reason to be frustrated and
angry. I think she felt herself a friend of
that organization, only to have them bite
her as hard as they did,” Craig said.

“She kept going to her leadership and
got nothing. In the end, Tom (Daschle)
did not want to put his people at risk tak-

ing a tough vote — which was the right
vote — on something the environmental
people have so effectively polarized,” he
told The Associated Press this week.

Pope said there was agreement on a
plan to do emergency thinning in as much
as 23 million acres the Forest Service
identified as overstocked forests near
homes, known as “urban interface” areas.

But he said GOP leaders refused to
provide funding unless normal environ-
mental reviews for projects outside those
areas were suspended, too.

“Basically, they blackmailed the Senate.
And we said, ‘No, that blackmail is not
acceptable.’ So in that sense, yes Sen.
Feinstein is correct” about the group’s role
in blocking legislation, he said.

Aides to Daschle said he was willing to
expedite thinning, even in some areas out-
side “urban interface zones,” but not with
the prohibitions on legal challenges GOP
leaders demanded.

“We agreed that some streamlining of
the process makes sense, particularly if
you focus most of the resources on thin-
ning in the urban interface zone. But the
notion of depriving folks of opportunities
they have now for judicial review was
going too far and something we were not
prepared to support,” said Eric Washburn,
a senior legislative to Daschle.

The conflict centers on disagreement
over the amount of logging that should be
allowed to remove unnaturally high levels
of brush and small trees that have resulted
from decades of suppressing fires. In the
past, fires periodically cleared forests of
such undergrowth.

Critics say the thinning programs are
abused to remove larger, commercial-
sized timber and, in some cases, increase
fire risks.

Feinstein said she understands envi-
ronmentalists are distrustful of proposals
to use logging to reduce fire threats.

“What we really need to do is build
confidence and work with environmental-
ists to try to come together, just as they
have here,” she said at Lake Tahoe where
competing interests have united to work
to restore the lake’s clarity.

Feinstein also criticized the Bush
administration for failing to provide nec-
essary money.

“Grooming the forests has to become a
major priority for this administration,”
she said. “To this date ... it isn’t.”

A lot of finger-pointing in
failure of wildfire safety bill

“From our perspective,
the reason nothing moved

in the Senate that was
workable was because 
of Daschle. It was all 

election-year politics.”

— CHRIS WEST
American Forest Resource Council
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BY JIM ABRAMS
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — Buying lawn-
mower blades from Australia for $2,326
each or selling ATM machines to France
for $97 apiece might seem overly gener-
ous to America’s trading partners. But a
study released Friday found corporations
using such implausible pricing last year to
avoid paying $53 billion in U.S. taxes.

Under the practice known as transfer
pricing, corporations move income out of
the United States and into the hands of for-
eign affiliates, effectively putting profits out
of reach of the Internal Revenue Service. In
addition to being a means to evade taxes,
such pricing schemes are common to crim-
inal money laundering operations.

Tax losses from price manipulation
rose from nearly $45 billion in 2000 and
$35.7 billion in 1998, said finance profes-
sors Simon J. Pak of Pennsylvania State

University Great Valley and John S.
Zdanowicz of Florida International
University, who have been studying the
issue for more than a decade.

The two professors said in the study
that their tax loss estimates were probably
conservative because they only analyzed
commodities that could be identified by
measures such as kilograms, tons or units.
If non-quantifiable goods were included,
“our estimated tax loss would be signifi-
cantly higher,” they said.

“This is a very aggressive area of tax
abuse,” said Sen. Byron Dorgan, D-N.D.,
chairman of the Appropriations
Committee subcommittee that oversees
the Treasury Department. Dorgan secured
a $2 million grant in this year’s budget for
the researchers, saying he hoped to “con-
vince the Treasury Department and the
IRS to get serious” about the issue.

Treasury Department spokeswoman

Michele Davis said, “We’re looking at all
the complexities in the tax code that pro-
vide incentives for people to conduct trans-
actions that minimize their tax burden.”

Under the scheme, a U.S. company
buys a product at an inflated price from an
overseas subsidiary, keeping the money
within the corporation while vastly reduc-
ing its taxable profit in the United States.
Similarly, a manufacturer can write off
losses from selling a product overseas at
an undervalued price, while the profits are
retained by the overseas partner.

Among overvalued imports were cot-
ton dish towels from Pakistan at $153
each, tweezers from Japan at $4,896 a unit
and plastic buckets from the Czech
Republic at $973 each. Undervalued
exports included missile launchers sold to
Israel for $52 a unit, clinical thermome-
ters sold to Germany for 6 cents each, and
bus and truck radial tires sold to Britain

for $11.74 each.
Japan led other trading partners,

accounting for $12.2 billion in lost U.S.
taxes due to transfer pricing in 2001, fol-
lowed by Canada with almost $5 billion
and Germany with $4.6 billion.

U.S. Customs Service spokesman Dean
Boyd said his agency has for more than a
decade been tracking transfer pricing used
not only to avoid taxes but also to launder
money. “This type of overvaluation and
undervaluation is certainly something we
have to be concerned about,” he said.

Boyd said that since Sept. 11 the
Customs Service’s Numerically Integrated
Profiling System has also been used to
investigate terrorism financing. He said
importing gold into the country at vastly
inflated prices is “an easy way to export
funds from the United States,” but that
many other commodities, including licorice
roots, have been used to launder money.

BY MIKE ROBINSON
Associated Press Writer

CHICAGO — The government filed a $548 million
fraud and negligence lawsuit Friday against accounting
giant Ernst & Young in connection with the failure of a
savings and loan in 2001.

The lawsuit, brought by the Federal Deposit Insurance
Corp., accused Ernst & Young of misstating Superior
Bank’s assets and deliberately delaying reporting of the
error for fear it would hurt an $11 billion sale of the
accounting firm’s consulting arm.

In a statement, Ernst & Young said: “Clearly, Superior
Bank’s failure was not caused by any action of ours and
we intend to vigorously defend claims against the firm.”

Federal regulators seized Superior Bank, based in the
Chicago suburb of Oakbrook Terrace, in July 2001. The
savings and loan was the biggest insured U.S. financial
institution to fail in nearly a decade. The lawsuit said the
cost to the FDIC was $750 million.

The thrift had lost millions on risky, high-rate home
loans to borrowers with tarnished credit.

The Chicago-based Pritzker family and their equal

partner in Superior, New York developer Alvin
Dworman, admitted no liability in Superior’s failure and
no sanctions were imposed on them by thrift regulators.

The lawsuit said Ernst & Young admitted in January
2001 after lengthy denials that Superior’s assets were
overvalued by $270 million. After further investigation,

the value of the assets had to be reduced by a an addi-
tional $150 million, the lawsuit said.

Ernst & Young, which is based in New York, blamed
Superior’s problems Friday on the thrift’s failure to fol-
low through on a recapitalization plan and the deteriora-
tion of the economy.

FDIC files $548 million lawsuit against Ernst & Young

Study: Corporations manipulate prices to avoid taxes

By The Associated Press

BOSTON — A federal judge
Friday rejected a bid for freedom from
a jailed man who disputed the reliabil-
ity of a drug-testing adhesive patch
that detected cocaine in his system.

U.S. District Judge William
Young said five of Henry Alfonso’s
six positive tests for cocaine
appeared reliable.

Alfonso, 32, of Fall River, was
arrested in December on charges of

dealing the prescription painkiller
OxyContin. He was released on bail
but was sent back to jail in July after
the patches he had to wear on his
arm as a condition of his release
showed the presence of cocaine.

The patches, which absorb sweat
and test it for drugs, are used in more
than 40 federal court districts.

Alfonso claimed that he tested
positive because of cocaine residue
left in his apartment by a previous
tenant, or because of traces of

cocaine on cash his wife brought
home from her job as a stripper.

PharmChem Inc., a Texas compa-
ny that makes the patches, said it
would take more than the trace
amounts described by Alfonso to
create a positive reading.

Federal courts in at least two dis-
tricts — in New York and Nevada —
have stopped using the patches
because of questions about reliability.

Alfonso is scheduled to stand trial
next month on the OxyContin charges.

Judge affirms arm patch drug testing

DID YOU KNOW?: The word ‘corr’ actually means 'odd' in Irish.
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BY DAFNA LINZER
Associated Press Writer

UNITED NATIONS — The latest
U.S. quest for Security Council action on
Iraq is based on previous Gulf War reso-
lutions that it believes still authorize
attacks on Baghdad. The references to the
two older resolutions continue to hold
back support from allies fearful of trigger-
ing another war.

The new U.S. draft resolution, crafted
with British support, hinges on an inter-
pretation of the 1990 Security Council
vote which launched Operation Desert
Storm — the U.S.-led war to oust Iraqi
forces from neighboring Kuwait.

The vote authorized member states,
working with the Kuwaiti government, to
use “all means necessary,” to expel Iraqi
troops and restore international peace and
security in the area.

When the Gulf War ended in February
1991, the council suspended the authority
to wage war and authorized a cease-fire
contingent on Saddam Hussein’s agree-
ment to dismantle his weapons of mass
destruction under the terms of a U.N.
inspection regime.

Iraq accepted the terms but then spent
years interfering with inspectors and pre-
vented them from continuing their work
at the end of 1998.

Today the council is split over whether
Iraq’s obstruction nullifies the Gulf War
cease-fire.

“It all boils down to whether the cease-
fire is still in effect,” said one council
diplomat, who spoke on condition of
anonymity. “Either you believe the war
hasn’t ended and thus the authorization
still exists or you believe that Iraq’s orig-
inal acceptance of the terms of the cease-
fire shuts down the authorization.”

Still, the diplomat said the Gulf War
resolution doesn’t authorize the United
States to act on its own. “It’s very clear
that it’s about working in concert with the
Kuwaiti government. So Kuwait would
have to give its acceptance and that’s not
the case right now.”

Kuwait told the Security Council two
weeks ago that it wants the council to give
Iraq a chance to cooperate with inspectors

and opposes the use of military force.
The new U.S. draft resolution, which is

being negotiated in the council, signifi-
cantly beefs up arms inspections and
threatens Saddam with consequences if he
obstructs them.

In an effort to win council support,
Washington agreed to massage the text to
include some minor concessions on the
new weapons inspections regime.

The revisions were quietly welcomed,
but didn’t pierce the core of the debate
over whether the United States was seek-
ing the authority to act unilaterally if Iraq
fails to comply with inspectors.

Powerful players France, Russia and
China want that addressed clearly and
took Washington to task earlier this week
over the references to previous resolu-
tions which are mentioned in the first and
third paragraphs of the new U.S. text.

“We continue to see hidden triggers in
the form of these references to the old res-
olutions,” a French diplomat told the
Associated Press.

U.S. diplomats will not answer outright
whether their current draft would clear the
way for a war. But they believe they
already have international legal ground to
act if necessary.

“The U.S. strongly feels it doesn’t need
(new) authorization because it has author-
ization from past resolutions and from
Congress,” said Richard Grenell,
spokesman for the U.S. ambassador to the
United Nations.

Several international law experts agree.
“Legally this resolution isn’t necessary

for authorizing force but it puts the
administration in a much better position if
Saddam doesn’t cooperate,” said Lee
Feinstein, who served as the deputy direc-
tor of policy planning at the State
Department in the Clinton administration.

If Iraq scuttles the inspections again,
Washington could have a strong case for
regime change, he said.

“The administration could argue that
the only way to fulfill resolutions on dis-
armament and on restoring peace and
security to the region is to oust Saddam,”
said Feinstein, now with the New York-
based Council on Foreign Relations.
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Quake shakes up town

Luca Bruno/Associated Press
An aerial view on Friday after an earthquake hit S.Giuliano di Puglia, near
Campobasso, Southern Italy. An elementary school building, seen at cen-
ter, collapsed when the quake struck Thursday, with at least 21 children
feared dead.

BY JAMEY KEATEN
Associated Press Writer

JERUSALEM — Palestinians who
launch suicide attacks against Israeli
civilians are guilty of “crimes against
humanity,” and Yasser Arafat has not
done enough to deter them, an interna-
tional human rights group said Friday.

Human Rights Watch called for the
prosecution of those responsible and said
no Israeli military action or violations of
international law justified such attacks.

“The people who carry out suicide
bombings are not martyrs, they’re war
criminals, and so are the people who help to
plan such attacks,” Kenneth Roth, execu-
tive director of the New York-based group,
said in a statement. “They clearly fall under
the category of crimes against humanity.”

In an interview with Associated Press
Television News on Thursday, Arafat con-
demned suicide attacks as “immoral.”

But on Friday, he was critical of the
170-page report, saying the Israeli mili-
tary occupation of Palestinian areas was
the root cause of the violence.

“We have to blame the occupation for
what is going on,” Arafat told reporters
outside his office in the West Bank city of
Ramallah.

The report, titled “Erased in a Moment:
Suicide Bombing Attacks against Israeli
Civilians,” was the first of its kind by
Human Rights Watch. The London-based
human rights group Amnesty International
issued a similar study in July.

Human Rights Watch examined bomb-
ings by Hamas, Islamic Jihad, the Al Aqsa
Martyrs Brigades and the Popular Front
for the Liberation of Palestine. Those mil-
itant groups have most often claimed
responsibility for attacks.

The group said Hamas’ spiritual leader,
Sheik Ahmed Yassin, and Islamic Jihad
leader Ramadan Abdullah Shallah should
face criminal investigation for their roles
in the attacks.

Three Hamas leaders in Gaza said they
would not comment before seeing the report.

According to figures compiled by The
Associated Press, 80 suicide bombings have

left 294 people dead since the latest round of
Mideast fighting began Sept. 29, 2000.

Human Rights Watch said it did not
find evidence that Arafat or the
Palestinian Authority ever had a hand in
attacks against Israelis, but said the
authority has not done enough to prose-
cute those responsible.

“The greatest failure of President
Arafat and the PA leadership is their
unwillingness to deploy the criminal jus-
tice system to deter the suicide bombings,
particularly in 2001, when the PA was
most capable of doing so,” Roth said.

The report said Arafat and the
Palestinian Authority “bear a high degree of
political responsibility for the atrocities.”

The report said the Palestinian leader
apparently could not control groups such
as the Al Aqsa Martyrs Brigades — a
militia loosely linked to Arafat’s Fatah
movement.

Nabil Abu Rdeneh, an aide to Arafat, said
Israel’s occupation leads to violence and the
world should be working to get Israeli forces
out of the West Bank and Gaza Strip.

“The report should have criticized the
Israeli policy of occupation which is
behind all the violence,” Abu Rdeneh said.

Joe Stork, Washington director for
Human Rights Watch, said the organization
was not advocating the end of the
Palestinian intefadeh, or uprising, but ques-
tions the use of an “any means necessary”
approach of some Palestinian militants.

“We don’t take issue with them (the
Palestinians) taking up arms — we are not
a pacifist organization ... but the question
is what they do with those arms,” he said
in Jerusalem. “They should not be target-
ing civilians. There is no excuse for these
kinds of attacks.”

Israeli attacks that have killed
Palestinian civilians do not justify the sui-
cide bombings, the report said. Many
Palestinians say Israel’s superior military
force has left them with no other option.

“Even in the face of Israeli violations
of international law, Palestinian armed
groups must refrain from deliberate
attacks against civilians,” Roth said.

Human Rights Watch
condemns suicide attacks

U.S. says old Gulf War
resolutions authorize
military action in Iraq

By The Associated Press

LAUSANNE, Switzerland —
Switzerland’s highest court Friday banned
the sale of a book accusing Osama bin
Laden’s Swiss half-brother of having
close links to the terrorist mastermind.

The Federal Tribunal said the ban
would remain in force pending the out-
come of a libel lawsuit that Yeslam
Binladin and his Saudi Investment Co.
filed against the book in a Geneva court.

“The Forbidden Truth,” by French
authors Jean-Charles Brisard and
Guillaume Dasquie, suggested that
Binladin, who spells his name differently
from his half-brother, bankrolled the al-
Qaida network blamed for the Sept. 11
terror attacks in the United States.

It is on sale in neighboring France.
A local Geneva court earlier placed an

injunction on the book, but that order was
overturned by a separate Geneva state tri-
bunal. The supreme court ruling restores
the earlier injunction.

Binladin, 52, has lived in Switzerland
since 1985, becoming a citizen last year.

He was born in Saudi Arabia, one of
the children of Mohammed Ben Oud Ben
Laden and his 22 wives, and one of 54
brothers and sisters of Osama bin Laden.

He has claimed he only met his
younger half-brother three or four times
in his life, all before Osama bin Laden left
Saudi Arabia in 1981.

In the wake of the Sept. 11 terror attacks,
Binladin said his whole family condemned
Osama bin Laden for his acts and beliefs.

Swiss court upholds book ban
on bin Laden’s half-brother



BY JOHN MARSHALL
AP Sports Writer

COLORADO SPRINGS,
Colo. — One bid began with a
failed attempt to land the 1996
Olympic Games. The other was
dreamed up during a World Cup
soccer game in 1994.

Years of planning, schmooz-
ing and waiting will end
Saturday when the U.S. Olympic
Committee’s board of directors
will choose New York or San
Francisco as the American candi-
date to host the 2012 Summer
Olympics.

“Both cities have put forth
impressive cases, and it’s going to
be very difficult to choose between
them,” said Anita DeFrantz, a U.S.
member of the International
Olympic Committee. “I can’t tell
you which one is going to win, but
it should be close.”

The USOC’s 123-member
board will vote at its annual meet-
ing in Colorado Springs. The win-
ner will move on to the interna-
tional competition, where it will
face a strong field that could
include Toronto, Rome, Paris,
Moscow and Rio de Janeiro. The
IOC will vote in 2005.

Organizers have submitted
bids detailing everything from
the type of electrical system in
the media room to transportation
studies that break down the num-
ber of buses, trains and even
bicycles — 9,152 at Stanford on
Day 10 — going through each
venue during the games.

Each city will get an hour to
make a final presentation to the

full board on Saturday.
New York will focus on the

city’s cultural diversity and its
“Olympic X”, a cross-shaped
pattern of commuter trains and
ferries that organizers say will
keep athletes from having to
travel on the city’s roadways.

Organizers also will show a
video that includes a mock tick-
er-tape parade in Manhattan and
fireworks being shot off over the
Statue of Liberty.

Bid organizers in San
Francisco have touted their bid as
one that caters to athletes, with
mild weather — an average heat
index of 76 during the games —
and 80 percent of its venues
already in place. Bid organizers
also have created a “Ring of
Gold,” four connected sites that
contain 92 percent of the venues.

The natural beauty of the Bay
Area, from towering redwoods to
scenic vistas to its waterfront
location, is another focal point.

“It should be a close vote
because of the unique features of
both cities,” USOC president
Marty Mankamyer said. “I think
either one would be a good
choice and would represent the
United States very well.”

New York’s bid was sparked
by a soccer game.

Dan Doctoroff, New York’s
deputy mayor and founder of the
city’s bid, came up with the idea
while attending a World Cup
game between Italy and Bulgaria
at New Jersey’s Meadowlands in
1994. Doctoroff said he had no
interest in soccer before being
invited to the match, but came

away stunned at the crowd’s
reaction to two foreign countries.

“It was the most incredible
sporting event I had ever seen,”
Doctoroff said. “To me, it epito-
mized the thing that makes New
York so unique. You take two
teams from anywhere in the
world to play that game, and only
in New York would both teams
feel like they’re playing at home.”

Failure spawned San
Francisco’s bid.

The Bay Area Sports
Organizing Committee was cre-

ated in the 1980s to bring events
to the area and was later used to
bid on the 1996 Summer
Olympics. That bid was awarded
to Atlanta, but BASOC officials
worked over the next few years
to bring the World Figure
Skating Championships and the

World Cup to the Bay Area.
The current bid was originally

designed for the 2008 Games,
which later went to Beijing, but
USOC officials decided 2012
would give the United States its
best chance to host its third
games in 16 years.

SPORTS
Page 12 ❑ Saturday, November 2, 2002 ❑ Santa Monica Daily Press

Kings blaze the trail

Rich Pedroncelli/Associated Press
Sacramento Kings forward Peja Stojakovic, left, leaps after
the ball as it goes out of play as Portland Trail Blazers for-
ward Ruben Patterson, right, looks on during the third
quarter at Arco Arena in Sacramento on Thursday.
Stojakovic scored 26 points to lead the Kings to a 100-72
win over the Trail Blazers.

BY TOM A. MCFERSON
Special to the Daily Press

With only a few days to go before the top
women in professional tennis meet at next week’s
Home Depot WTA Championships, an injured shin
is still a cause for concern for Lindsey Davenport.

Davenport on Thursday admitted that the injury,
an inflamed tendon in her right leg, was still caus-
ing her pain and keeping her from her normal prac-
tice schedule. She has only begun doing on-court
workouts in the last couple of days.

The WTA Championships, which begin next
Wednesday at Staples Center, feature the top 16
ranked women in singles and the top eight ranked
teams in doubles. Americans dominate the field, with
Serena Williams, Venus Williams, Jennifer Capriati,
Monica Seles, Davenport, and Chanda Rubin.     

Davenport, who missed the majority of this year
after knee surgery, made it her goal last summer to
qualify for the end of year WTA Championships,
an event she has played in every year since 1994.
That goal was accomplished two weeks ago in
Switzerland, where Davenport reached the final of
The Swisscom Challenge.

The shin injury was a result of that tournament,
however, and the two other events that immediate-
ly preceded it. Although Davenport “may have
pushed it too much” trying to qualify, it was impor-
tant for her to end the year on a positive note.

“I’m really looking forward to it,“ Davenport

said about the event. “I’m kind of looking forward
to being a floater, to spoiling the draw.”

She finds herself in the unusual position of
being unseeded in this year’s tournament.

This is the third location in three years for the
tournament, which last year moved from New York
to Munich, Germany.  

Lukewarm excitement and half-filled arenas
prompted the WTA to move the tournament again,
this time to Los Angeles.   

Davenport says that there is a “buzz” to this
year’s event, and that the players are excited about
the new location.

The top qualifiers are Serena Williams, Venus
Williams, Jennifer Capriati, Justine Henin,  

Kim Clijsters, Monica Seles, Daniela
Hantuchova, and Jelena Dokic. 

For ticket information call 1-866-524-7687.

Shin may put damper on WTA
Championships for Davenport

After the schmoozing, New York,
San Francisco await decision

BY JANIE MCCAULEY
AP Sports Writer

SAN FRANCISCO — David Bell would like
to return to the San Francisco Giants as long as it’s
for more than one year.

The 30-year-old third baseman declined his
$3.5 million option with the team Thursday and
filed for free agency.

“I had to make a decision this week,” Bell said
Friday. “To be honest, it was an easy decision. Not
because I didn’t want to play with the Giants, but
because I want to play for more than one year. It
should be to no one’s surprise.”

Bell played an integral part in helping the
Giants reach the World Series for the first time
since 1989. They lost to the Anaheim Angels in
seven games.

Acquired from Seattle in January, Bell hit .261
with 20 home runs and 73 RBIs in the regular sea-
son and helped solidify the team’s infield defense.
He also was a positive presence in the clubhouse,
being selected for the 2002 “Willie Mac” award,

which is voted on by the team for the most inspi-
rational player. It was established in 1980 in honor
of Hall of Famer Willie McCovey.

The Giants hope to have him back, but they
have many offseason personnel issues to resolve,
including whether to re-sign 2000 National
League MVP Jeff Kent.

“He knew we had a desire to have him,” assis-
tant general manager Ned Colletti said of Bell.
“He’s looking for something more than one year.
There are quite a few players right now that we’re
juggling, where they fit and if they fit.”

Bell said he had already been contacted from a
couple of teams, but would not say who. The Giants
have exclusive negotiating rights with Bell until
Nov. 11. After that, he is free to sign with any team.

“I want a longterm contract,” Bell said. “I
enjoyed it. It couldn’t have gotten much better
until the very end.”

Bell, who has played eight years in the majors,
is the son of former Colorado manager Buddy Bell
and grandson of former major leaguer Gus Bell —
both All-Stars.

David Bell would like to return
to Giants for more than one year

“I’m really looking forward 
to (the Championships.) 

I’m kind of looking 
forward to being a floater,

to spoiling the draw.”

— LINDSEY DAVENPORT
Professional tennis player
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Reality Check®

By Dave Whammond
Speed Bump®

By Dave Coverly

Natural Selection®

By Russ Wallace

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
by Chuck Shepard 

Skull injuries with a happy ending
• In August, in Goshen, Ind., Chad Hershberger, 45, survived having his skull split wide open by

an exploding piece of metal in a septic-tank accident. (He initially remained conscious while being
treated for the 2-inch, ear-to-ear gash but later underwent major surgery and lost his left eye.) 

• In June, a 20-year-old man accidentally fired his spear gun, hitting himself in the head, while
fishing near Chania, Crete, but survived despite being in the water for six hours before being dis-
covered and enduring three hours' surgery just to remove the spear (which had entered his jaw and
broken through the top of his skull); because the spear passed through a nonactive part of the brain,
the man was soon back on his feet with no serious problems. 
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Classified Advertising Conditions: REGULAR RATE: 2.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20 per word per day. Ad must run a minimum of twelve consecu-
tive days. PREMIUMS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra. Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of
publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once. DEADLINES: 4:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when
the deadline is Friday at 4:00 p.m. PAYMENT: All private party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To
place your ad call our offices 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310)458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press,
P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406 or stop in at our office located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Ste. 202. OTHER  RATES: For information about the profes-
sional services directory or classified display ads, please call our office at (310)458-7737.

Sell your old car. Classifieds for $1 per day.
up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word 

call 310-458-7737 and reach 15,000 interested, local buyers that actually live closer than Pomona.

Creative

NEED TO BOUNCE A FEW 
IDEAS? Brainstorming 
professional will help you 
get better ideas. Quick,
easy and friendly.
(310)452-0851

Employment
CONGENIAL W. LA Dental of-
fice looking for responsible, 
pleasant dental assistant w/x-
ray license. Some experience 
necessary. Salary negotiable.
Fax resume to (310)473-0271.

INSIDE SALES/CUSTOMER
Service. Full time, hourly plus 
commission plus benefits.
(310)284-8253.

SALES/MERCH REPS for liq-
uor products in your area. Entry 
level with large company.
$13.00/hour 30 hours a week.
(949)951-7850.

For Sale
ALPINE VILLAGE Auction. Ev-
ery other Monday (unless rain-
ing), 1pm-5pm. Please contact 
Royal Auctioneers (310)324-
9692.

EXERCISE BIKE! Lifecycle 
5500 R (recumbent). Commer-
cial Grade, heavy duty, all fea-
tures. $700. (310)710-3030.

GRAPHIC TECHNOLOGY light 
table w/ stand. Approx. 4’x18”.
Excellent Condition. $200.00 
(310)453-9196

STAINLESS STEEL Flat Art 
Files - Vintage 47”wx 35”
$800.00 each (310)453-9196

Jewelry

INSTANT
CASH FOR OLD 

JEWELRY AND OTHER 
UNUSUAL OLD 

INTERESTING THINGS.
(310)393-1111

For Rent
CRUISE SPECIAL!! ENSENA-
DA  FOR 3 NIGHTS/4 DAYS 
PLUS...HOTEL!! $650.00 PER 
COUPLE. CREDIT CARDS AC-
CEPTED. (760)955-0432

For Rent
BEVERLYWOOD ADJ.
$1095.00  Large 2BDRM/ 1BA 
upper unit in 12 unit bldg. fresh 
paint and carpet. Clean and 
bright, 1 car off-street parking, 
laundry in bldg. 1 year lease, 
no pets. (310)396-4443 x102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

MARINA PENINSULA, 2BD/ 
2BA, 2 car parking on quiet 
street. Amazing views. Steps 
to beach, shopping & restau-
rants. New paint and carpet, 
fireplace, dishwasher, stove. 2 
units available. $1,695.00 to 
$2,965. (310) 396-4443 x102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

MDR ADJACENT $825.00 Stu-
dio, gated building with gated, 
subterranean parking. Newer 
building with courtyard area, 
quiet neighborhood. Laundry 
room, pkng,1 year lease, no 
pets. (310)578-9729

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

NEW STUDIO Apartments 
available from $1295.00 to 
$1355.00. Six blocks from the 
beach. Three blocks from Third 
St. Promenade area!  (310)656-
0311. www.breezesuites.com

VENICE BEACH $995.00 
1BD/1BA, with hardwood floors, 
1/2 block to beach, all utilities 
paid, 1 year lease, no pets.
(310) 396-4443 x102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

For Rent

SANTA MONICA $1250.00 
2+1, gated entry, r/s, balcony, 
laundry, gated parking. West-
side Rentals. 395-RENT

SANTA MONICA $1495.00 
3+2, courtyard area, r/s, balco-
my, laundry, prkng. Westside 
Rentals  395-RENT

SANTA MONICA $2700.00 
OBO. On the Beach, 2+2, 
w/balcony, partial view. 2 pkng 
spaces. (818)613-9324.

SANTA MONICA $550.00  Stu-
dio, catok, hrdwd flrs, laundry, 
prkng, utils incld. Westside 
Rentals 395-RENT

W. LA $1450.00 2bd/1ba, new 
carpet and vertical blinds. Large 
kitchen. (310)391-8880.

For Rent
SANTA MONICA $700.00  Stu-
dio, quiet area, r/s, walk-in clos-
ets, laundry, prkng. Westside 
Rentals 395-RENT

SANTA MONICA $875.00  1+1, 
near beach, r/s, high ceilings, 
laundry, prkng. Westside Rent-
als 395-RENT

SANTA MONICA $950.00 
1drm/1ba, appliances, no pets, 
2535 Kansas Ave., #211. Man-
ager in #101.

SM NEW Town Homes! 3 + 2.5.
All applicances, W/D included.
2 parking spaces. Security 
building. $2950 to $3250 
(310)261-2093.

VENICE BEACH $2695.00 Ar-
tist Work Live Historic Brick 
Building, 1700 sq. ft. 2 story unit 
consisting of a ground floor with 
850 sq. ft. and a basement with 
850 sq. ft. The ground floor has 
12’ ceilings and exposed brick 
walls. The basement  has 8 ft 
ceilings. The building is com-
pletely  rehabbed with every-
thing brand new and replaced.
Concrete floors, double glazed 
wooden windows, exposed 
brick walls, antique brick patios, 
tons of charm. Located one 
block from the ocean. 1 year 
lease. (310)466-9778.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH Starting @ 
$2,400.00 Residential loft, com-
pletely renovated. 1bdrm/2ba, 
oakwood floors, high ceilings, 
rooftop patio, balcony, 2 car 
parking, lots of windows, lots of 
storage. Great looking unit.
(310)396-4443 x102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE/SM $895.00 Large cor-
ner studio, secure building, 
parking, pool. 235 Main St. Se-
nior citizen 62+ only. 310)261-
2093.

Houses For Rent
2BDRM/1BATH WITH patio.
Walking distance from Main St./ 
Beach. $1,700.00 Monthly 
cleaning service included.
(310)392-6651

MDR ADJACENT, 2 +2 , fire-
place, dishwasher, stove, large 
private patio, new paint and car-
pet in newer gated building with 
gated, subterranean parking, 
A/C, quiet neighborhood. laun-
dry room, 1 year lease, no pets.
$1,395. (310)578-9729

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

SANTA MONICA $700.00 
Guest House, petok, r/s, near 
beach, laundry yard prkng.
Westside Rentals 395-RENT

Houses For Rent
SANTA MONICA $1995.00
House w/spacious newly land-
scaped yard. Completely reno-
vated, with cottage charm, 
bright & airy. Pergo & tile floors, 
large kitchen, stove, w/d hook-
up, 2 car off-street parking.
Close to beach in quiet neigh-
borhood, next to new park. 1 
year lease, no pets. (310)396-
4443 ext. 102

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

SANTA MONICA $750.00 
Guest House, best area, petok, 
r/s, laundry, prkng, utils inld.
Westside Rentals 395-RENT

Roommates
S.M. SHARE 2bdrm furnished 
apt., all utilities paid including 
cable. 9th & Wilshire. Male only.
$750.00 (310)394-1050.

SANTA MONICA $450.00 
Apartment, prvt rm, r/s, laundry, 
garage, prkng, utils incld.
Westside Rentals 395-RENT

SANTA MONICA $500.00 
Apartment, r/s, hrdwd flrs, laun-
dry, prkng, utils+cable incld.
Westside Rentals  395-RENT

SANTA MONICA $550.00 
House, prvt rm, r/s, high ceil-
ings, yard, laundry, prkng.
Westside Rentals 395-RENT

Commercial Lease
OFFICE SPACE sublease.
Excellent-view-window,  offices 
& support area. Below market.
Plug&Play. 2730 Wilshire Blvd., 
SM (310)586-1000.

PRIME STORE front property 
for medical and/or retail, in 
downtown Santa Monica for 
sublease below market value.
2400 sq. ft. Call Linda 
(310)393-2598.

Commercial Lease
VENICE BEACH $1695.00 Of-
fice space with 4 parking 
spaces, one large room with 
high ceilings, skylights, rollup 
door, bathroom with shower.
1 year lease (310)396-4443 
x102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH $595.00 
Small office space with bath-
room on ground floor. High 
ceiling, large window. Fresh 
paint. Just off Abbot Kinney. 1 
year lease. (310) 396-4443 
x102

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

Massage
BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal 
your body, mind, spirit. Thera-
peutic, Swedish, Deep-tissue.
energy balancing, non-sexual.
Introductory specials from 
$45.00/1hr. In/out. Lynda, 
L.M.T. (310)749-0621

MASSAGE CARING,
soothing, relaxing full body 
therapeutic, Swedish / back 
walking. You will melt in my 
magic hands! 
Home/hotel/office/outdoors 
ok. 1-4 hours. Non sexual 
out call. Anytime or day.
Page Doris  (310)551-2121.

MASSAGE  ENJOY a really 
great, amazing and wonder-
ful full body massage.
Swedish, deep-tissue and 
Tantra. (Platonic only!) No 
time limit. Will come to you.
24/7  Cute, slim, fit, petite 
mature chocolate. 14 
years experience. Dolly’s 
pager (310)236-9627.

SWEDISH MASSAGE. The 
lovely Dessarae. 27-year old 
beauty. 45/min $100.00 for info 
(310)319-1361. Appointment 
only call (213)308-9711.
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CCaalleennddaarr

Loews Broadway Cinema
1441 Third St. at Broadway
Comedian (R) 12:15, 2:45, 5:15,
7:45, 10:15. Jackass (R) 11:45,
12:45, 2:00, 3:15, 4:30, 5:45,
7:00, 8:15, 9:30, 10:45. The
Truth About Charlie (PG-13)
12:00, 2:30, 5:00, 7:30, 10:00.

Mann Criterion
1313 Third St.
The Ring (PG-13) 1:00, 4:00,
7:00, 10:00, 12:40. Sweet
Home Alabama (PG-13) 11:30,
2:10, 5:05, 7:55, 10:35. My Big
Fat Greek Wedding (PG) 11:20,
2:00, 4:40, 7:20, 10:05. Punch-
Drunk Love (R) 11:15, 1:45,
4:20, 7:10, 9:45, 12:15. The
Transporter (PG-13) 11:45,
2:15, 4:45, 7:40, 10:15.

AMC Theatre SM 7
1310 3rd Street
Red Dragon (R) 12:45, 4:00,
7:20, 10:15. Santa Clause 2 (G)
11;00, 11:50, 1:40, 2:30, 4:20,
5:10, 7:00, 7:50, 9:40, 10:25.
White Oleander (PG-13) 1:00,
4:10, 7:30, 10:00. I Spy (PG-13)
11:35, 12:30, 2:10, 3:00, 4:40,
5:30, 7:15, 8:05, 9:50, 10:35.

Landmark Nu-Wilshire
1314 Wilshire Blvd.
Bowling for Columbine (R)
1:30, 2:30, 4:15, 5:15, 7:00,
8:00, 9:45, 10:30.

Laemmle Monica
1332 2nd St.
Auto Focus (R)  12:00, 2:30,
5:05, 7:45, 10:20. Real Women
Have Curves (PG-13)  12:15,
2:30, 4:50,  7:25, 9:45.
Secretary (R) 1:45, 4:30, 7:15,
9:50. Spirited Away (PG) 1:00,
4:00, 7:00, 10:00.

Aero Theatre
1328 Montana Ave.
It’s A Wonderful Life
11:00am

The Weight of Water (R)
2:30, 5:00, 7:30, 10:00

m o v i e s

KEEP YOUR DATE STRAIGHT
Promote your event in the Santa Monica Daily Press Calendar section. Fax all

information to our Calendar Editor: Attention Angela @ 310.576.9913

Friday, November 1, 2002

Today
CCoommmmuunniittyy

The Santa Monica Church of the
Nazarene invites you to celebrate
their 75th Anniversary in this commu-
nity. It will feature a gospel music
concert with the Revised Standard
Version Quartet on Saturday, Nov. 2,
7:00p.m. Santa Monica Church of the
Nazarene, 1001 18th Street, Santa
Monica. (2 blocks north of Wilshire
Blvd.)  Ph. (310)453-4445. Public is
welcome.

Psychic Faire & Spiritual Healing
Festival - 1pm to 4pm, 1721 21st
Street, between Michigan and
Olympic. Readings $8.00 contribution
or 3 for $20.00. Admission and heal-
ing are FREE. For information or
directions call (310)587-3536.

Rescue Me Pet Foundation invites
you to adopt a beautiful healthy cat or
kitten. Visit our show 11/2-3, Sat &
Sun 12-4pm, at Centinella Feed,
1448 
Lincoln Blvd, Santa Monica. Adoption
donation covers shots, spay/neuter,

worm & flea treatment. 310 452-
9568.
Readings

Weekly Storytime,11:00 a.m. Come
to Barnes & Noble for Saturday read-
ings with the kids! Call 310-260-9110
for more information.

TThheeaattrree//  AArrttss

Puppetolio! presented by the Santa
Monica Puppet & Magic Center. All
ages, 3 and up. This musical revue
features marionettes, ventriloquism,
magic and more. Shows are always
followed by a demonstration, Q & A,
and a tour of the Puppet workshop
and Museum. Saturdays and
Sundays at 1pm and 3pm.
Wednesdays and Holidays at 1pm.
Seats are $6.50. 1255 2nd Street in
Santa Monica.
Reservations/Information (310)656-
0483. www.puppetmagic.com

The Empty State Theater at 2372
Veteran Ave. in W. Los Angeles proud-
ly presents: "The Fortune Room
Lounge Show" A musical improv
show featuring the "Stella Ray Trio"
and "The Lucky Players". Every

Saturday night at 10:00 p.m.
Admission is $10.00, drinks included
w/admission. Lots of parking! For
information or reservations please
call (310)470-3560.

MAGICOPOLIS presents HOCUS
POCUS! (Fish Bones Choke Us). The
stage explodes with a colorful mix of
Magic, Special Effects, Sleight of
Hand, Comedy and Music that's sure
to delight audiences of all ages. At
MAGICOPOLIS, 1418 Fourth Street,
Santa Monica. Fridays & Saturdays at
8pm, $20. Saturday & Sundays at
2pm, $15. For tickets call 310-451-
2241.

Sunday
CCoommmmuunniittyy

Puppetolio! presented by the Santa
Monica Puppet & Magic Center. All
ages, 3 and up. This musical revue
features marionettes, ventriloquism,
magic and more. Shows are always
followed by a demonstration, Q & A,
and a tour of the Puppet workshop
and Museum. Saturdays and

Sundays at 1pm and 3pm.
Wednesdays and Holidays at 1pm.
Seats are $6.50. 1255 2nd Street in
Santa Monica. Reservations/
Information (310)656-0483. www.pup-
petmagic.com

MAGICOPOLIS presents HOCUS
POCUS! (Fish Bones Choke Us). The
stage explodes with a colorful mix of
Magic, Special Effects, Sleight of
Hand, Comedy and Music that's sure
to delight audiences of all ages. At
MAGICOPOLIS, 1418 Fourth Street,
Santa Monica. Fridays & Saturdays at
8pm, $20. Saturday & Sundays at
2pm, $15. For tickets call 310-451-
2241.

Rescue Me Pet Foundation invites
you to adopt a beautiful healthy cat or 
kitten. Visit our show 11/2-3, Sat &
Sun 12-4pm, at Centinella Feed,
1448 Lincoln Blvd, Santa Monica.
Adoption donation covers shots,
spay/neuter, worm & flea treatment.
310 452-9568.

Almost Vaudville. 2 pm and 5 pm.
UnUrban Coffeehouse. 3301 Pico
Blvd., Santa Monica, (310)315-0056.
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BY RUSS BYNUM
Associated Press Writer

Thousands of guests at Holiday Inns and their sister
hotels were billed amounts that even room service, pay-
per-view movies and a few stolen towels couldn’t
explain: $6,500 to $21,000 per night.

A credit processing error dropped the decimal point in
bills for about 26,000 people staying at Holiday Inn,
Holiday Inn Express and Crowne Plaza hotels last week.
The guests were charged 100 times what they owed.

A charge of $100, for example, ballooned to $10,000,
busting the credit limits of many cardholders and tem-
porarily overdrawing the bank accounts of customers
who paid with debit cards.

Atlanta-based Six Continents Hotels, which owns the
three chains, said the glitch showed up on bills from Oct.
24 through Sunday. It affected less than half the chains’
U.S. customers, said spokeswoman Carolyn Hergert.

Room rates at the three chains range from $65 to $210
per night.

The hotels’ credit processor, First Horizon Merchant
Services of Englewood, Colo., said most banks had
reversed the bad charges by Friday.

“This was no fault of Six Continents in any way, shape
or form,” said Vicky Nation, executive vice president of

operations for First Horizon. “Basically it was a pro-
gramming error.”

Betty Williams of Columbus, Ind., paid for two rooms
Saturday at a local Holiday Inn, where her granddaugh-
ter held her wedding reception. She said her receipt
showed $176, but her credit card was billed $17,600.

She found out Wednesday while grocery shopping at a
Wal-Mart, which rejected her card.

“I called my credit card company and they said I had
an $18,000 balance,” said Williams, 74. “They said
there’s a $17,600 charge from the Holiday Inn, and I said,
‘Wow, we only stayed one night!”’

Cardholders should not worry about the bad charges
blemishing their credit, said Visa spokeswoman Janet
Yang. “It wasn’t the fault of the cardholder,” Yang said.

Six Continents set up a hot line for customers with
billing questions: (800) 621-0555. Callers should ask for
Operator 28.

Overcharged guests will get two free nights at any
hotel operated by the three chains, Hergert said.

Glitch dropped decimal from thousands of hotel bills

BY KARREN MILLS
AP Business Writer

MINNEAPOLIS — Researchers hope
a new study will help develop a way for
brewers to manufacture a beer that tastes
as good in the dead of winter as it does on
a hot summer day.

The study will investigate how grow-
ing conditions and locations can affect

hops, barley and other ingredients and
change the flavor and aroma of a brand of
beer from batch to batch.

The Department of Agriculture has
awarded a $300,000 grant to a subsidiary
of Brooklyn Center, Minn.-based Mocon
Inc. to study how variables affect beer
ingredients, and to develop a high-tech
instrument that will adjust the beverage to
a brewer’s standard.

“That’s the ultimate goal of the brewer.
They know what their gold standard is.
Their sensory people can define what is
the gold standard,” said Don Wright,
Microanalytics’ technical director. “This
is what we want to be able to produce (in)
every batch.”

Mocon’s Microanalytics subsidiary in
Round Rock, Texas, is working with
Sierra Nevada Brewing, a prominent

microbrewery in Chico, Calif., and a taste
panel at Texas A&M University on the
two-year study, which was announced
Wednesday.

The aim of the beer study, once the
aroma and flavor components have been
identified, is to create a quality control
detector that can adjust the components to
a standard level and is easy to use on the
production floor.

Research finds way for beer to taste as good in winter

“This was no fault of Six
Continents in any way, shape 

or form. Basically it was a 
programming error.”

— VICKY NATION
Operations for First Horizon, vice president

DID YOU KNOW?: A study conducted in Germany appears to
show listening to loud rock music causes homosexuality in rats.


