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Jury convicts White of
second degree murder

Santa Monica man guilty of
bludgeoning father to death

BY ANDREW H. FIXMER
Daily Press Staff Writer

A jury unanimously found a Santa
Monica man guilty of second degree mur-
der Wednesday for killing his father earli-
er this year.

The 12-person jury convicted Albert
Victor White, 45, of killing his 77-year-old
father by striking him more than eight
times on the head with a five-pound barbell
during an argument the pair had on Feb. 5
in an apartment they shared on 21st Street.

Deputy District Attorney Alyson
Messenger asked the jury — which con-
tained several Santa Monica residents — to
come back with a guilty verdict of first
degree murder, which required jurors to
believe White had planned to kill his father.

However, after deliberating for more
than 12 hours throughout Tuesday and
Wednesday, jurors believed the murder
was not premeditated but rather spur of

the moment. And they opted for the lesser
charge of second degree murder, which
carries a minimum penalty of 15 years in
state prison.

Defense attorney Jack Alex had
argued White acted in self-defense after
his father, Pranas “Frank” Brazinskas,
threatened him with a loaded semi-auto-
matic pistol.

Neither Alex nor Messenger were
available for comment Wednesday.

Thirty-two years ago, White — also
known as Algirdas Brazinskas — helped
his father hijack a Soviet commercial jet-
liner to escape Cold War-era Lithuania.

During the flight, Soviet KGB guards
on board opened fire. Caught in the cross-
fire, a female steward was killed and the
pilot and co-pilot were wounded. After
the soldiers were subdued, the flight crew
was still able to successfully fly the
hijackers to Turkey.

There, the father and son were arrested,
convicted of murder and sentenced in
1970 to a Turkish prison. Four years later,

See VERDICT, page 4

Trick or treat

Bill Morris hangs a skeleton decoration in front of a home in the north of
Montana Avenue neighborhood Wednesday in preparation for today’s
Halloween festivities. His grandson, Micah Maccaby, 4, supervises.

Jason Auslander/Special to the Daily Press

Measure asks voters to re-organize government

City Hall could be split into
districts with strong mayor

(Editor’s Note: This is part of an on-
going series that explains both sides of
Santa Monica's ballot measures. Look for
continued coverage of the issues leading
up to Election Day.)

BY ANDREW H. FIXMER
Daily Press Staff Writer

Santa Monica voters will decide Nov. 5
whether they want to directly elect their
mayor and divide their neighborhoods
into city council districts.

Measure HH, also known as VERI-
TAS, proposes re-writing the city charter
to create seven neighborhood districts
from which council representatives would
be elected and create a new position of a
popularly elected mayor.

The measure is modeled after the city’s
original charter, which was changed in
1922 to the current system of government.
The only difference is that now candidates
would be limited to two terms on the city
council and would have to take a two-year
hiatus before running again.

Supporters of the measure say the new
system will bring accountability to council

“We’'re taking power away from the slates and we'’re
giving it to the people. We need a system where the
average person can run a campaign without having to
pledge loyalty to big labor or big business.”

— PAUL DeSANTIS
VERITAS author

members who are currently elected city-
wide and it would give the mayor — who
is currently a council member elected
annually by the council — a mandate with
which to make difficult policy decisions.

“We have a council that is confused and
all over the place,” said Paul DeSantis, the
measure’s author. “It needs leadership.”

But critics of the measure say it’s divi-
sive to pit one neighborhood against

another in a city of roughly 84,000 peo-
ple. Critics say voters are being asked to
trade the influence they currently have
over all seven council members in
exchange for having sway over just one.

“Districts make sense in a large city,
where at-large elections are prohibitive,”
said Denny Zane, co-chair of Santa
Monicans for Renters Rights, or SMRR.
“But in a small city like ours, district
elections will only result in bad election
programs that will in turn lead to bad
government.”

But DeSantis said there already is
“horse-trading” by council members, who
build alliances and exchange support for
each others’ causes. Under VERITAS,

See VERITAS, page 4

Candy thief ordered to pass out candy

By The Associated Press

ELYRIA, Ohio — A candy thief has been ordered to pass
out Halloween treats while wearing a sign saying “I’m sorry. I

will not steal from children.”

Edward Rivera, 23, pleaded guilty Monday to attempted rob-
bery for stealing trick-or-treat candy from a 10-year-old boy last
Halloween. Charges of assault and robbery were dropped.

candy, said Lorain
Zaleski.

hands out candy at

Rivera, of Lorain, knocked the boy down before stealing his

County Common Pleas Judge Edward

He ordered Rivera to wear the sign and a costume while he

a Lorain hospital on Thursday. He also

placed Rivera on probation for three years.
“I have a habit of trying to make the punishment fit with the
crime,” Zaleski said.
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@ARIES (March 21-April 19)

[mm Confusion surrounds a meeting and
work. You need to focus on one item at a time.
Think through a key decision. One-on-one relat-
ing takes you in a new direction. Don’t try to con-
vince others of anything. Distance yourself a bit.
Tonight: Stop and buy candy on the way home.

@TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

(o Your playful side emerges with those
in your life. Getting as much work done as you
would like could be difficult, if nothing else.
Reach out for others, but deal with people indi-
vidually. Confusion surrounds an authority fig-
ure. Tonight: Partake in the Halloween fun.

@GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

[mm Take your time making a decision. Just
focus on your job and get your work done.
Confusion surrounds a personal matter that
involves others at a distance. Keep communicat-
ing. Work on different ideas. Others test your lim-
its. Tonight: Find your favorite chair, but expect
to get up and greet your local trick-or-treaters.

@CANCER (June 21-July 22)

[mm Return calls, and interesting information
will come across your desk. Confusion surrounds
a friendship. Someone close might have a com-
pletely different attitude than you. Your imagina-
tion takes you many places. Share some of your
wilder ideas! Tonight: Join your friends, even if
they are ghosts and witches.

k! LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

[ Listen to others and their sharing. You
can sort out another’s vagueness when others can-
not. Use your financial skills to help a family
member with a security-related matter. Your imag-
ination takes you down another path when dealing
with a costume choice. Tonight: Your treat.

@VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

[ Others seek you out for information
and feedback. You seem to handle even a difficult
boss well. Screen calls, returning only those that
might be important. Separate your personal life
from your professional life. You get results.
Tonight: Catch up on a friend’s news after the
wee ones settle in.

-Dynamic [
[ -So-so O-Difficult

JACQUELINE BIGAR'S STARS
The stars show the kind of day you'll have:

-Positive [ -Average

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

@@  Listen more. The less major decisions you
make, the better off you will be. Confusion could
surround an important decision. Expenses go
overboard in the next few weeks if you’re not
careful. Review a personal matter with discre-
tion. Tonight: Be a bit mysterious.

@SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

Make a list early on in the day.
Confusmn surrounds a key decision. Speak your
mind when dealing with a friend or someone who
means a lot to you. Swap ideas. Let the inter-
change begin. Pressures build. Tonight: Where
the Halloween party is.

@SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

M  Take charge of your work. Others seek you
out, but you might need to turn them away in
order to get done what you must. You might get a
mixed message from someone. You could be
worrying about something on a deeper level.
Tonight: Greet your local witches and ghosts.

@CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

(mm Look at the big picture in your deal-
ings. Realize that what might seem like an excel-
lent idea to you might not be to others. Be will-
ing to walk on your own, in your chosen direc-
tion. Greater understanding helps you work with
others. Tonight: Share a ghost story.

@AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

Working with others individually
gets the type of responses you like. Think in
terms of greater understanding, though sorting
through an excess of material might be a bit
overwhelming. Take your time. Tonight: Play
trick-or-treat with a friend.

@PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

[mmm Others reach out to you. You could
be confused. If need be, make inquiries to get
additional information. Deal with information
with detachment. A boss could be contrary and
difficult. Cater to this individual. You really
have little choice. Tonight: Where the gang is.
Celebrate Halloween.

P4 QUOTE of the DAY

“Let the toys have their fun.”

— QGraffito
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Santa Monica firefighters meet with Hunter McLachlan and his father Jim,

center, after the boy’s accident.

Boy honored for bravery
by local fire department

By Daily Press staff

A 4-year-old boy who was hit by a car
while walking in a crosswalk with his grand-
mother was honored Sunday by the Santa
Monica Fire Department for his bravery.

Hunter McLachlan and his grandmoth-
er, Clementina Hogg, were struck by a car
on Sept. 3 in the crosswalk at the inter-
section of Kansas Street and Stewart
Avenue in Santa Monica. A bystander
flagged down nearby Santa Monica
Paramedic Engine Company #5.

Both McLachlan and his grandmother
suffered extensive multiple injuries,

including skull fractures. After their
injuries were stabilized, both were imme-
diately transported to the trauma center at
UCLA Hospital in Westwood. They are
both progressing in their recovery and are
now at home.

Hunter McLachlan’s father, Jim
McLachlan, and family friends, Jack and
Allen Groh, received a personal tour of
Santa Monica Fire Station No. 5 and met
with the crew who assisted Hunter and his
grandmother. The firefighters prepared
lunch for their guests, and presented the boy
with his own child-size pedal fire engine.

PAL holds Halloween bash

By Daily Press staff

The Police Activities League is having
the biggest Halloween bash in town
tonight. And it’s free.

The Halloween Carnival will be held at
the Barker Hangar, located at 3021
Airport Ave. and is open for youth and
their families.

There will be a costume contest, pre-
tend tattoos, a trick or treat lane food and
treats, fun house, a photo booth and games

For more information, call the PAL
Youth Center at (310) 392-7673.

The PAL Halloween Carnival is made
possible through the generous support of
the Children Affected by AIDS
Foundation, Barker Hanger/Santa Monica
Air Center, the City of Santa Monica, and
the Kiwanis Club of Santa Monica.

The Barker Hangar is wheelchair-
accessible. If you have an event specific
disability-related request, contact the PAL
staff at (310) 392-7673 or (310) 458-8696
at least three days prior to the event. Santa
Monica Big Blue Bus Line #14 serves the
Santa Monica Airport.

Information compiled by Jesse Haley

A northwest ground swell of some size is
expected today. Surf should grow moderately
during the morning before filling in to give the S

L

afternoon for an easy two-foot bump in height. High- 5:35am. 3.79
A swell builds towards Thursday’s peak, ||Low- 9:52a.m. 3.26’
we’ll see surf in the shoulder and head-high | High- 3:08p.m. 442
. Low- 10:52p.m. 0.29’
range at west facing exposures.
Location Thursday Friday Water Quality
County Line 2-3’/Fair 3-5°/Fair A
Zuma 2-3'/Fair 3-5'/Fair A
Surfrider 1-2’/Fair 2-3’/Fair A
Topanga 1-2°/Fair 2-3'/Fair A
Breakwater 2-3’/Fair 3-4'/Fair B
El Porto 2-3’/Fair 3-4’/Fair A

The Surf Report is sponsored by:
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With concerns about privacy intru-
sions and decreased property rates, a
group of Santa Monica homeowners are
pushing a ballot initiative that will allow
homeowners to have the final say over
the city’s attempt to landmark their
homes.

These homeowners have raised a sig-
nificant amount of money to further their
cause, but some people believe the entire
matter is a non-issue and not a concern of
most Santa Monicans.

So this week Q-Line wants to know:
“Do you really care about whether or
not a homeowner can voluntarily des-
ignate his or her home a landmark?
‘Why or why not?”

Call (310) 285-8106 with your
response before Thursday at 5 p.m. We’ll
print it in Friday’s paper. Please limit
your comments to a minute or less; it
might help to think first about the word-
ing of your response.

“FRESH SEAFOOD FOR LESS”

Caspian G’l,lm

MOWF OPEN FOR LUNCH 12pm - 4PM
95 Fis .

205 Broadway, Santa Monica, California 80401

(310} 39566858 FAX (310) 3968808
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VERITAS foes call the measure divisive, ineffective

VERITAS, from page 1

DeSantis said council members would be tied to repre-
senting the residents in their geographical districts.

“What they perceive as a weakness, I believe is the
great triumph of democracy,” he said. “When you get
everybody in the same room, they are forced to listen to
each other about what’s going on in the city.”

The measure was partially written to undermine the
power of SMRR, which endorses slates of candidates for
every elected office in the city. SMRR candidates are in
the majority on the city council, the Santa Monica-
Malibu Unified school board, the Santa Monica College
board and the rent control board.

By dividing the city into council districts, the average
candidate will be able to compete with the large sums of
money raised by SMRR to elect its chosen candidates,
the measure’s supporters say.

“On the home turf, David can defeat Goliath,”
DeSantis said. “In the smaller neighborhood districts, the
candidates are already known to the neighbors. So even
if there is slate money against a candidate, they can still
get their message out.

“We’re taking power away from the slates and we’re
giving it to the people,” DeSantis said. “We need a sys-
tem where the average person can run a campaign with-
out having to pledge loyalty to big labor or big business.”

But even foes of SMRR say the measure will have
trouble defusing slate politics in Santa Monica. They say
large amounts of money will still be raised by candidates
and SMRR would still likely control five of the seven
proposed council districts, retaining control of the city
council.

“It doesn’t do what they want it to do,” said
Councilman Herb Katz, who has been critical of SMRR
in the past. “The goal was to get rid of slate politics and
SMRR, and that’s fine. But SMRR is a well organized
machine and they are going to recruit candidates if there

are districts as well.”

Katz said VERITAS would only make Santa Monica’s
electoral process more expensive by requiring a primary,
for which taxpayers would have to foot the bill. And can-
didates would have to raise money for both a primary and
a general election, placing an even stronger emphasis on
fund raising.

“The goal was to get rid of slate
politics and SMRR, and that’s fine.
But SMRR is a well organized
machine and they are going to
recruit candidates if there are
districts as well”

— HERB KATZ
Santa Monica City Councilman

And Zane said while the cost of council campaigns
may go up, spending on the mayor’s race would be astro-
nomical because the position has a veto power similar to
what the president has over Congress.

“It would make one big mayor’s race, and the special
interests backing this measure would like one at-wide
race where they could put all their money instead of split-
ting it between many candidates,” he said. “That way
they have a better shot of winning.”

DeSantis said critics of Measure HH are powerfully
entrenched politicians who are trying to retain control of

their positions. He said if voters approve VERITAS,
more residents will want to run for the council because
the barriers will have been lifted.

“There are many talented people in town who would
run for office, if they believed they could make a differ-
ence,” he said. “But right now, running for council is
essentially an act of futility. Most people won’t to do it
because they think it’s a waste of their time.”

White scheduled for
sentencing before
L.A. Superior Court

VERDICT, from page 1

they were placed under house arrest.

When the Turkish government released the pair two
years later, they fled to Venezuela, where they hopped a
flight to Canada. But when the plane made a stop in New
York, the pair disembarked and vanished from the airport.

Weeks later, Immigration and Naturalization officials
caught the father and son, but they were allowed to stay
in the United States. After a few short years living in
Queens, N.Y., they moved to Santa Monica to live
among the city’s large Lithuanian community.

The White case is the first murder of the year to go to
trial. Already this year there have been seven killings,
and in three of the incidents the suspected murderers
committed suicide. Police have arrested and charged
suspects in the other three homicides this year.

White is scheduled to be sentenced before Los
Angeles Superior Court Judge William C. Ryan in the
Airport Courthouse on Dec. 6.

LATRA!l EXTRA!!

Santa Monica Daily Press now at newsstands around the city!

Readers and customers can now find the Daily Press in
permanent newsstands at these locations:

* 17th Street and Montana Avenue
* 14th Street and Montana Avenue

* Montana Avenue, between 14th-15th Streets

* 7th Street and Montana Avenue
* 3rd Street and Wilshire Boulevard

* Ocean Avenue and Wilshire Boulevard
« Wilshire Boulevard, between 22nd-23rd Streets

* 14th and Santa Monica Boulevard

* Wilshire Boulevard and Lincoln Boulevard

* Colorado Boulevard and 3rd Street
« Santa Monica Courthouse

* Arizona Avenue and Second Street

* Arizona Avenue and Fifth Street

* Three newsstands at the intersection of Arizona Avenue and Fourth Street

* Broadway and Lincoln Boulevard

* Broadway and 10th Street
* Colorado Avenue and Second Street

« Santa Monica Boulevard and Lincoln Boulevard

« Lincoln Boulevard and Broadway Avenue

« Lincoln Boulevard and Pico Boulevard

« Lincoln Boulevard and Strand

» Two newsstands at the intersection of Lincoln Boulevard and Raymond

* Main Street and Kinney

* Main Street and Strand

* Main Street and Ocean Park
* Main Street and Ashland
* Montana Avenue and Lincoln Boulevard

* Montana Avenue and Euclid Street

» Montana Avenue and 16th Street

Watch for future newstands at a location near you!
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Prosecution’s key witness
cross-examined by defense
in Ryder shoplifting case

BY LINDA DEUTSCH
AP Special Correspondent

BEVERLY HILLS — Winona Ryder’s
lawyer suggested Wednesday that the
prosecution’s key witness in the shoplift-
ing case against the actress has changed
his account and did not turn over impor-
tant material to attorneys.

Saks Fifth Avenue security official Ken
Evans acknowledged that he had not given
anyone his own case file, which included
six photographs taken of Ryder just after
she was detained by security guards at the
Beverly Hills Saks on Dec. 12, 2001.

Attorney Mark Geragos immediately
asked for a recess to study the file and
Superior Court Judge Elden Fox reluc-
tantly agreed to the interruption of the
third day of testimony.

Ryder is charged with felony grand theft,
burglary and vandalism for allegedly steal-
ing items totaling $5,560 on Dec. 12, 2001.
Ryder, who starred most recently in this
year’s “Mr. Deeds,” faces up to three years
in prison if convicted of the three counts.

Ryder, who paid for about $3,700
worth of items before leaving the store,
was detained outside by security guards
and brought back inside.

Evans, who watched Ryder via securi-
ty cameras, also acknowledged that in all
of his statements and in his preliminary
hearing testimony in June he failed to say
that one of his security officials was seen
running into a fitting room that Ryder
occupied and the employee was carrying
a red Saks Fifth Avenue shopping bag.

“It was a year ago and there have been
many other cases since then,” Evans said
of his failure to mention the activities of
Colleen Rainey.

“Didn’t you say yesterday you had
reviewed the case and were more familiar
with it now than you were back then?”
asked Geragos.

“I did say that,” said Evans.

“Then how come you didn’t remember
the bag?” Geragos asked.

“It’s been nearly a year,” said Evans.

Also seen on a new security videotape
shown in court was a saleswoman walk-
ing alongside Ryder with a notebook in
which she made notes. Evans said he did-
n’t know what the book was. On Tuesday
he testified about a program in which

Saks kept track of items borrowed by
shoppers who took them home without
paying in order to decide whether they
wanted to purchase them.

Ryder marked her 31st birthday Tuesday
in the defendant’s chair as the jury watched
security videos showing her moving
through the store heavily laden with mer-
chandise before entering dressing rooms.

Deputy District Attorney Ann Rundle
displayed a small pair of scissors and
asked Evans if Saks sells such items. He
said the store does not.

Rundle contends that Ryder brought
the scissors with her and used them to
remove sensor tags from merchandise.

She displayed to jurors a blouse with a
huge hole at the bottom where a sensor
tag allegedly was cut off. Evans also iden-
tified purses with holes in their linings.

Anticipating Evans’ cross-examination
and the defense theory of the case, Rundle
had him describe special prestige programs
which the store has for frequent shoppers.

Members of the “Fifth Avenue Club” are
allowed to take items home and decide if
they wish to keep them. The same applies to
“studio services,” which allows stylists from
movie and TV productions to borrow clothes
and later pay for them or return them.

Evans said Ryder was not a member of
either group.

In another development Wednesday, the
judge scheduled a hearing for Thursday in
response to a state appeals court ruling on
a motion by news organizations seeking to
unseal documents in the case.

The 2nd District Court of Appeal found
that Fox erred when he held secret hear-
ings in the case and did not make any
findings on the record to justify his seal-
ing of pretrial legal documents.

The appeals court noted that the pre-
sumption of openness is essential to “the
very nature of a criminal trial under our
system of justice.”

The appeals court gave Fox the option
to hold a new hearing and make findings
on the record about why he wants docu-
ments sealed. Attorney Susan Seager, who
represents The Associated Press, the Los
Angeles Times and the Los Angeles Daily
Journal, said the appeals court can then
look at Fox’s reasoning and rule whether
it was justified.

CRONES COUNSEL 2002

10th annual gathering of elderwomen
to celebrate the fruits of conscious aging

Storytelling, workshops, friendship, ceremony, fun on the beach!

For more informadionand/er wo regisier:
visit www.cronescounsel.org
or coutact Nancy Lehito, Registrar
INI-697-6016, nancylehroéurener
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OPINION

LETTERS

The party’s over
Editor:

Bob Wilson, a writer, once said, “You get the best effort from others not by light-
ing a fire beneath them, but by building a fire within.”

Crisis and bad times befall most of us in the course of a lifetime. Sympathy, kind
words and helping hands are, without a doubt, wonderful allies. However, both the
benefits derived and the good will extended by others tend to fade, over time, when
someone stays on that plateau of neediness too long. I think benefactors, who step in
and provide only the bare necessities (like feedings), become civic minded enablers,
filling a physical void but not adding to the motivational vacuum endemic to this pop-
ulation of people. And this minimal help, while enough to meet the subsistence
requirements of the homeless, may become a detour of sorts from them “building a
fire within,” in which to change their own lives for the better.

Creating a co-dependent environment, between the homeless and this city, is the
kind of assistance subscribed to by advocates like Robert Myers. Although Mr. Myers
may be a decent person, the lawsuit he intends to file (SMDP Oct. 24), aimed at
quashing any council interventions muting the homeless presence here, is ruthless and
insensitive to those residents seeking some kind of relief from this invasion of
strangers. He is literally forcing his brand of compassion onto an exhausted Santa
Monica public. We are tired of all the behavioral problems, financial obligations and
lack of giving back that this population of rootless people places on this community,
in greater quantities, every day.

When patience is spent, you simply don't refill it by penalizing those who have done
more than their fair share to be open-armed to the homeless. But this is exactly what
Bob Myers intends to do. He preaches to the choir about how they shouldn’t slack off
being selfless to people who don’t “live” here. However, when this same fluid popula-
tion is faced with helping someone else in need, they don’t answer the call.

Remember Leticia Vasquez? The young mother who was murdered outside Santa
Monica City Hall by her estranged husband. The large numbers of homeless, waiting
to be fed, provided a perfect camouflage preventing Leticia from seeing her ex-hus-
band until it was too late. She was brutally stabbed to death in the midst of a crowd
of spectators! Who, among the homeless, helped Ms. Vasquez? Not one. They were
either too afraid, too detached, too involved in their own apathy to reach out to anoth-
er who needed them ... for a change. And these are the very people who are the sub-
jects of Mr. Myers’ sermon, demanding that the City of Santa Monica accommodate
their presence here, indefinitely, or else ...

To the residents, who have lived in Santa Monica for the last two decades, Mr.
Myers’ reputation as the legislative chemist of renters’ rights ideology is well docu-
mented. Santa Monicans have become lab rats, and the city itself is the medium for
their long-term social experiment. Now Mr. Myers is extending his platform to
include a one-sided homeless agenda — and we aren't on the right side. I feel it will
only worsen if the renters rights slate is voted in, carte blanche, Nov. 5.

Somehow, the motto “Get a life!” seems appropriate for both Mr. Myers and the
drifters he myopically claims are the victims of lagging compassion. These people,
the homeless, need to see a way to accept aid and then use it to grow their way out of
depending on others. Assistance, with sunset clauses, should be applauded instead of
condemned. Attitudes, voicing “enough is enough,” should be met with “we under-

stand” instead of “shame on you for not doing more.”

Santa Monica has been a gracious place, reconciling people who are economically
diverse. It’s time, however, for those who come here, lounging in our parks, streets
and Promenade, to own their own life, becoming self-sufficient or simply move on.
Nothing lasts forever.

Jan Tousignant
Santa Monica

Just some facts, please
Editor:

For the last three years, I have heard so many stories about the living wage issue
in Santa Monica. Stories from the unions, clergy, big business and small business.
Though this is a very emotional issue, I would like to present “just the facts” so that
the voters can leave emotion out of it and use these facts to make up their own minds,
and not be puppets to the storytellers. FACT: Measure JJ will change the minimum
entry level wage to $12.25 an hour without benefits. FACT: JJ will only cover 1.5
square miles out of 8.3 square miles of Santa Monica. FACT: All employees in the
“zone” include tipped employees (many of whom already make over $20 a hour when
you include their tips), entry-level, part-time and seasonal workers, and paid intern-
ship positions. FACT: Businesses with union contracts are exempt.

FACT: Minimum wage rate will be increased annually based on the L.A. County
Consumer Price Index. FACT: Businesses that suffer a “severe economic hardship can
apply for an exemption to the living wage” — but the city has not developed regula-
tions or standards for hardship exemptions yet. FACT: There are over 58 living wages
in the United States and NONE delve into the private industry. FACT: Non-profit and
charitable organizations have to pay the new wages if they are contracting with the
city. FACT: The city attorney has said that this will cost the city $3 million to imple-
ment the first year — at a time when the city had to cut their budget about $15 mil-
lion and now will have to make more cuts due to the decrease of sales tax.

Here is some food for thought while making your educated decision: 1) If the min-
imum wage increase is so important to their supporters, why aren’t they advocating
an increase at the state or federal level. State Sen. Sheila Keuhl said, “The living wage
barely gets people up to the federal poverty level.” Then why doesn’t she take this up
to Capitol Hill. 2) If the unions think it is so important, then why is it written into the
law that businesses with a union contract are exempt. 3) What happens to the employ-
ees of a company whose revenues fall below $5 million a year after they were already
receiving the $12.25 and now can go back to $6.75 a hour? 4) What happens to the
entry level jobs that teach employees with no skills so they can move up the earning
ladder, in addition all the high school kids that rely on a little extra income while they
go to school? Businesses will not be able to afford teaching any more. 5) If it is so
important, then why not make it city-wide?

As a resident of 18 years with two children in the Santa Monica schools, and a
small business owner, I hope I have shed some light on this very emotional issue. I
hope that you vote your conscience and try to leave emotion out of it. I hope that like
me you will vote NO on JJ, but whatever you vote please VOTE!

Jack Srebnik
Santa Monica

Being courageous means

you need to take chances

TITTINGER’S
TAKE

By Michael J. Tittinger

So the Santa Monica City Council was-
n’t able to prevent area banks from levy-
ing the universally-despised ATM fees, a
charge (and in some cases “double
charge”) vexing most Americans in recent
years. At least they tried. Nothing ven-
tured, nothing gained.

If we don’t continue to move forward
(progress), do we not move backward
(regress)?

The city’s legislative body went out on
a limb. They stepped up to the plate and
took a cut at the high, hard one. If they
had connected, and the 9th U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals had upheld council’s
1999 law banning the teller machine fees,
it would have been a home run on par with
Scott Spiezio’s three-run shot in the
eighth inning of Game 6, which shifted
the momentum of the World Series in the
Anaheim Angels’ favor. Like a great base-
ball slugger on a team staring defeat in the

eye, the city council took matters into its
own hands. The city was the first in
California to challenge the banking indus-
try’s surcharges.

Leadership is stepping up when most
would just concede.

Watching the people of Santa Monica
— men and women, young and old, black
and white — gather together last week to
watch the Angels' unlikely ride to a World
Series title, it was evident what type of
community we have here. How many res-
idents of Santa Monica, residents that typ-
ically stay here all of two years (on aver-
age), are taking chances in their lives right
now? Be it jobs, careers, new locations,
new loves, new ideas or chasing dreams,
our city is one predicated on pursuing the
seemingly lofty.

It’s a major reason why many of us are
here. Because most of us believe there is
more to life than security, good benefits
and weekend barbecues. So many of us
are here pursuing something greater in our
estimation. We are pushing the envelope,
and we have a government and society
that reflects that, be it through recycling
and environmental efforts, the controver-
sial living wage ordinance, harboring the
homeless with empathy and compassion
(for the most part) or attempting to rid the

banks of their ATM charge rights. As a
city, we are not content to follow, but
insist on leading. We put the rest of the
team on our collective shoulders, and we
wouldn’t have it any other way.

How many of us would have hooted and
hollered had council been successful in
their attempts to stymie banks from collect-
ing on our own withdrawals? Santa Monica
would have been the toast of the country,
subconsciously thanked every time an
American put plastic to automated teller,
but recognition isn’t the right motivation.

It’s about pushing the envelope in
efforts to affect change — change for the
better — and change does not come to
fruition without risk. Someone along the
line always has to put himself or herself
out there, disregarding the notion or pos-
sibility that they might be the subject of
much criticism and ire.

According to Miguel de Cervantes,
“They who lose today may win tomorrow.”

Those who never try will never suc-
ceed. Those who never dream will never
truly live.

The crux of the argument before the
three-judge panel had to do with whether
or not federal banking regulations adopted
by Congress protect the banking indus-
try’s right to collect on ATM usage. The

federal appeals court on Friday upheld an
earlier judge’s ruling. Meanwhile, Deputy
City Attorney Adam Radinsky contends
the courts are wrong, that the National
Banking Act does indeed allow for munic-
ipalities to regulate banking fees.

It’s a case with widespread ramifica-
tions and could conceivably affect every
card-carrying American with a bank
account in time. It’s a case that could go
as far as the United States Supreme Court.
It’s a case that typifies the moxie and
fighting spirit of Santa Monica.

Councilman Kevin McKeown is argu-
ing that it is time to call it quits, cut our
losses, as it were, before the higher courts
could require the city to compensate area
banks for their legal fees in the event of a
jurisprudence setback. McKeown’s atti-
tude is defeatist. If the council can smell a
hint of opportunity to win this case, it
needs to follow through on the actions it
took three years ago when it passed the
ground-breaking law in the first place.
Otherwise, what was the point?

Someone, at some time, has to step up
to the plate and take a cut. If not us, who?

Mike Tittinger is a Santa Monica resi-
dent and freelance writer.
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Living wage hypocrisy
Editor:

In order to get an unvarnished and unimpassioned view of what reality is in the
City of Santa Monica, a little distance is required — say 49 million miles.

What is the initial view? An allegedly caring, concerned majority of five out of
seven council members who have only the best interests of downtrodden workers
mired in dead-end jobs at heart. To that end, they crafted a “Living Wage Ordinance.”
You may ask, how did this come about? In the spring of 2001, while chairing a meet-
ing of the Montana Merchants Association, I had a chance to speak with Councilman
Kevin McKeown. Question: “Kevin what is the genesis of this ordinance?”” Answer:
“It’s a broad based coalition of concerned citizens and clergy.” Q: “How many would
that number be?” A: “In the hundreds.” Q: “So what you’re telling me is that in a city
of about 85,000 citizens, you are going to force an ordinance with unknown conse-
quences down peoples’ throats on the basis of a whim of a few hundred people. If you
really believe that it is the best thing for the city, why not put it before the voters?” A:
“It’s a very complicated issue.” How DISMISSIVE of the intellectual capacity of the
electorate!

Does this concern extend to all low-wage jobs in Santa Monica? Curiously not. It
resides only in an arbitrarily drawn, gerrymandered area called the “coastal zone.”
And what is this mythical coastal zone? It is an area that contains the majority of non-
union hotels, and a variety of restaurants. How is it that these five council members
knew in advance that these establishments in the zone could afford a minimum wage
of $12.25 an hour, almost double the current minimum wage? Perhaps in addition to
the title “council member,” they were also given the gift of clairvoyance, which
allowed them to divine what the profits, not gross revenues, of these heavily debt bur-
dened businesses were. More likely, they relied on the unproved hypothesis of a sole
economist (Professor Pollin) to respond to a proposal for analysis of the impact of the
living wage sent out to 50 leading economists nation-wide. Surprisingly enough, this
sole respondent had already literally and figuratively written the book “How Cities
Can Prosper With a Living Wage.” Shouldn’t we find it just a bit curious that the
council didn’t even bother to ask its own in-house and well-respected Director of
Economic Development Mark Richter what his analysis of the impact of a living wage
would be? Do you suspect that they had a damn good idea of what his analysis would
have been?

After a recent Santa Monica Chamber of Commerce-sponsored discussion of the
living wage, I spoke with the Rev. Sandie Richards (one of the clergy whom Kevin
McKeown had earlier alluded to as spearheading the cause). I mentioned the quandary
of the Lobster Restaurant, which is in the zone and over the $5 million threshold.

Because there is no tip credit in the proposed ordinance, the overwhelming majority
of the employees (who can easily earn over $50,000 annually) would have to be
brought from the current minimum of $6.75/hour to $12.25/hour, thereby costing the
Lobster over $500,000 annually. Her response was that the restaurants can ask for a
hardship exemption. Since there is currently no language specifying what a hardship
exemption would be, they may or may not be able to be saved by one. When I asked
her further “so what you’re saying is that the restaurants can get a hardship exemp-
tion but because the hotels gross far beyond what the restaurants gross and would
therefore be ineligible for any hardship exemption, the only real targets of this ordi-
nance are the hotels.” She chose not to respond. She also could not explain away the
paradox of why a luxury hotel like the Viceroy, which is exempt from the ordinance
because it is a union hotel can pay a starting wage of $8.50/hour, whereas all the non-
union hotels would have to pay $12.25/hour under the new ordinance. How do you
spell hypocrisy?

Why should 85,000 Santa Monicans have to pay inflated prices and watch busi-
nesses close to satisfy the whim of five council members who owe their political lives
to the unions who have regularly financed their campaigns? Many will be hurt, but
few will be helped by this ill-conceived, discriminatory ordinance! Maybe there real-
ly is intelligent life on Mars.

Dr. Michael Gruning
Santa Monica

Spend money on employees, not slick mailers

Editor:

It is no surprise that opponents of the living wage have spent another $500,000 to
kill a modest pay increase for low-wage workers. I understand that the hotel industry
has now spent more than $2 million over the past few years to defeat the living wage.
If they spent all the money on wages that they are spending on their mailing blitz,
there would be no need for this campaign!

Every time I read yet another slick mailer touting the same old scare tactics, I grow
more determined to do everything I can to ensure that this sensible and humane leg-
islation finally passes. The city council already approved the living wage, and my
hope is that the voters will approve it again come Nov. 5.

It is not an unreasonable expectation that a full-time hotel worker not require pub-
lic assistance in order to provide for his/her family.

Myrna Iny
Santa Monica

Public education must be a priority for residents

Our family represents three genera-
tions of graduates from Santa Monica
High School, beginning in 1945 all the
way through to 2001. As in all families,
we have our disagreements. However,
when it comes to the passage of Measure
EE, you will find us in total agreement.
As a community, it is crucial that we sus-
tain our public school system and our stu-
dents. Measure EE deserves our support.

We have been beneficiaries of our fine
public school system. However, we have
also witnessed the difficulties in main-
taining that excellence with the ongoing
budget difficulties and lack of adequate
funding from the state of California. We
remember when California was among
the leaders in the United States in per
pupil spending. We lament that
California now ranks 38th in per pupil
spending with an allocation approximate-
ly $1,000 per student less than the nation-
al average. Measure EE will help close
the gap in funding.

We have been fortunate to receive a
great foundation from our education in the

Santa Monica-Malibu Unified School
District. Members of our family have
attended Madison, Roosevelt, McKinley,
Grant and Will Rogers Elementary
Schools. We have attended both John
Adams and Lincoln Middle Schools and

families that have the means to purchase
instruments or pay transportation fees.
Even though we are not anxious to
increase the amount of taxes we pay, the
investment in our community is well
worth the extra cost. $300 per year is a

Samohi. We are proud to
include three college
graduates, two current
college students, a grad-
uvate of UCLA Law
School as well as a fam-
ily member that earned

Guest
Commentary

Wayne and Dixie
Harding Family

small amount to pay
when weighed against
the social costs we all
pay when our educa-
tional system is not
funded adequately
enough to educate all

his Doctorate in Marine
Biology from Stanford University, who is
now a research professor at the University
of Maryland.

Our family has also benefited greatly
from the athletic and music programs in
the district, and at Samohi in particular.
We are concerned that these excellent
programs may suffer if Measure EE is not
passed, and that these programs will only
become available to those who can afford
it. Our extracurricular programs must be
available to all students, not just those

members of our com-
munity. We believe that the health of our
economic system depends upon quality
education for all of our children, equal
opportunity being a key American value
that is critical to our economic success as
well as our health as a society.

We want our district to continue
reducing class sizes in all grades. We
support the efforts to increase security on
our campuses and provide well-main-
tained facilities. We want to continue to
attract and retain outstanding teachers, as

they are the key to our success.

We support the taxpayer safeguards
included in Measure EE. Measure EE
provides for an independent Financial
Oversight Committee to monitor the dis-
trict’s compliance. An annual independ-
ent audit is required and will be made
available to the public.

We have long recognized the value
and importance to our community of an
outstanding public school system. As
lifelong residents of the city, we believe
that our Santa Monica-Malibu Unified
School District deserves to have our sup-
port in providing adequate funding to
facilitate the best education possible for
ALL of our students.

‘We urge you to vote YES on Measure
EE on Nov. 5.

L. Wayne Harding, SAMOHI,
Dixie Harding, SAMOHI,
Christopher Harding, SAMOHI,
Mark Harding, SAMOHI,

Debbie (Cobo) Harding, SAMOHI, ’74

Stacey Harding, SAMOHI, "99
Stephanie Harding, SAMOHI, 01

45
45
70
73

Opinions expressed are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to
the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given
to those that are e-mailed to sack@smdp.com. All letters must include the author’s name and telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices
located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite 202, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.

YOUR OPINION MATTERS!

Send your letters to Santa Monica Daily Press Attn. Editor:

1427 Third Street Promenade Suite 202 Santa Monica ¢ 90401 » sack@smdp.com
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days before the Nov. 5 election.

Challenger on attack

Republican gubernatorial candidate Bill Simon,
tention that Gov. Gray Davis bungled the state budget problem, while
appearing at a Sacramento, Calif., news conference Wednesday. But when
pressed for details where he would make budget cuts Simon, flanked by
Board of Equalization candidate, Assemblyman Bill Leonard, R-Rancho
Cucamonga, left, said he had no specific answer. Simon and Davis are
preparing marathon campaign tours throughout the state for the final

.Rich Pedroncelli/Associated Press

right, repeats his con-

Man leaves tree-home of
12 years, huts dismantled

By The Associated Press

BRISBANE — The tree home on San
Bruno Mountain that attracted national
attention when two squatters refused to
leave a pair of meager huts after 12 years
there, is now just a tree again.

Besh Serdahely, 58, cleared out of the
tree house Tuesday and park officials dis-
mantled the dwelling, two months after
San Mateo County officials stapled a
notice to the 300-year-old oak in August
saying Serdahely and his wife, Thelma
Caballero, no longer were welcome.

“I spoke to him Sunday, and he was
acknowledging that this chapter was end-
ing,” said Bill Johnston, a lawyer and
family friend who has been counseling
Serdahely since the ordeal began.

Caballero left the tree earlier this
month and is now living at a board and

care facility. Serdahely apparently is
going to stay with friends in San
Francisco for a while, said David
Schooley, a naturalist who befriended the
couple years ago.

Serdahely has said he and Caballero
moved into the tree house after they met
at a soup kitchen in San Francisco and got
married at City Hall in 1990. A friend of
theirs built it and offered it to them after
he got married and left.

The couple lived in the tree for a dozen
years, tending to the area and educating
school children who took field trips to see
a different way of life. But after it was
recently discovered the tree was actually
part of a San Mateo County park instead
of a state park, county officials ordered
them to leave because there was no clean
drinking water and human waste was
being handled improperly.

Man dies after faith healer
injects him with substance

By The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — An Orange County man with a persistent rash sought the help
of a faith healer and died after he was injected with an unknown substance, police said.

Roberto Caceras, 54, of Santa Ana went into convulsions and was taken to Valley
Presbyterian Hospital, where he died Monday, investigators said.

The healer, Reina Isabel Chavarria, 48, and her assistant, Margarita Montes, 28,
were arrested and booked for investigation of involuntary manslaughter. Montes
allegedly injected Caceras with the substance, which was being analyzed by the coro-

ner’s office.

Caceres and his wife traveled to Chavarria’s suburban Van Nuys home after learn-
ing of her practice through Spanish-language newspapers and talking with others who
had sought out her services, police said. Four doctors had been unable to control the

man’s rash.

“This should be a warning for people to have more confidence in traditional medi-
cine instead of being treated by somebody rubbing an egg on their back or giving them
herbs or ointments,” homicide Detective Al Aldaz said. “The person receiving these
treatments had no idea of where they got this medicine or even if it’s clean.”

Chavarria’s home included a waiting room, complete with a soda vending machine,
as well as a treatment room featuring candles, religious figurines and what appeared to
be a shrine made up of voodoo dolls, investigators said.
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State and city sue San
Francisco towing company

By The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — The state and
the city on has sued the company that han-
dles towing for San Francisco for alleged-
ly defrauding them of hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars.

A television station also reported that
some San Francisco police officers may
have benefited from what the city called
“an elaborate auction-rigging scheme.”

City Tow, owned by Anaheim-based
Pick Your Part Auto Wrecking, manipu-
lated auctions of unclaimed vehicles,
either selling the vehicles to bidders who
did not have the highest bid or buying the
vehicle itself and never paying, according
to the civil lawsuit filed in San Francisco
Superior Court. The company also sold
vehicles in “sweetheart deals” to associ-
ates without going through the auction
process, the complaint said.

The company is contracted with the
city to tow abandoned and illegally
parked vehicles — some of which are
stolen. Under state law the company can
auction unclaimed vehicles to recover its
towing and storage costs. The company
must turn the rest of the money over to the

city and state,
Herrera said.

In the suit filed Tuesday, the city and
state are seeking those funds, as well as
punitive damages, that could range into
the millions, they said.

Mark Epstein, the company’s lawyer,
said the company was not responsible and
said the problem was likely with prior
management.

Don Fields, a spokesman for the com-
pany in Sacramento, told San Francisco-
based KGO-TV that police officers who
worked part-time at City Tow may have
obtained cars through the scheme and
sold them for profit. One officer, whom
the station did not name, is listed in
Department of Motor Vehicles records as
owning 14 cars, the station reported.

Police department spokesman Neville
Gittens told The AP he was unaware of
the allegations and had no comment.

The attorney general’s office said it
had not heard of the claim and referred
calls to the San Francisco District
Attorney’s Office. District attorney
spokesman Mark MacNamara also had no
comment.

city attorney Dennis

Officials say cartels replacing
hippies as marijuana farmers

BY JESSICA BRICE

Associated Press Writer

SACRAMENTO — Growing mari-
juana in California isn’t what it used to be.

Mexican drug cartels, attracted by the
state’s rich soil and remote forests, grew
nearly three-quarters of the pot seized in
California this fall, state officials
announced Tuesday.

That marks a dangerous shift toward
large and sophisticated growing opera-
tions, said Sonya Barna, commander of
the Justice Department’s Campaign
Against Marijuana Eradication, known as
CAMP.

“It used to be an industry controlled by
hippies with small gardens,” Barna said.
“Now, it’s not uncommon to see cartels
planting anywhere from 2,000 to 10,000
plants in a garden.”

This year, local, state and federal drug
agents confiscated a record 354,000 of
marijuana plants worth about $1.4 billion
dollars, Attorney General Bill Lockyer
said Tuesday.

State officials say higher prices — as
much as $4,000 a pound — makes mari-
juana cultivation a fast-growing industry.

Since the CAMP program started near-
ly 20 years ago, more than 3 million pot
plants have been seized — nearly half of
which were confiscated in just the last
four years.

About 74 percent of marijuana farms
raided this year had apparent ties to
Mexican drug cartels, which sometimes
find it is easier to grow pot in the states
rather than risk smuggling it across the
border.

The increase in the amount of pot gar-
dens in California comes as states across
the country push for less severe penalties
for growing and carrying marijuana.
Seven states have legalized marijuana for
medical purposes. And Nevada voters will
consider a ballot initiative next week to

legalize small amounts of marijuana.

Of the 181 gardens raided, the average
garden had 2,000 plants and eight had
10,000 or more plants.

Most frequently, armed immigrants
tend to guard farms hidden in remote
areas of state and national forests and
other public land, said Ross Butler, assis-
tant special agent at the Bureau of Land
Management.

“It used to be an industry
controlled by hippies
with small gardens. Now,
it's not uncommon to see
cartels planting anywhere
from 2,000 to 10,000
plants in a garden.”

— SONYA BARNA
Commander of CAMP

More than half of all the pot seized was
grown on public land, where armed grow-
ers can pose a danger to unsuspecting hik-
ers and hunters, he said.

In 2000, a father and son hunting on
their private land in El Dorado County
were shot by growers tending their gar-
den. This year, law enforcement officials
shot and killed two armed growers.

Most of the pot was grown in the so-
called Emerald Triangle — Humboldt,
Mendocino and Trinity counties — which
have long been a favorite among pot pro-
ducers. About 30 percent was seized in
the Central Valley and another 30 percent
came from the Bay Area and Central
Coast.
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After Enron, more corporations
teach workers about work ethics

BY JONATHAN D. SALANT

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — In the post-Enron business world,
corporations are training employees how to be ethical
just as they teach them about making a sale or balancing
the books.

In the last three months alone, some 100 companies
have hired ethics officers, a response to the rash of cor-
porate scandals that have involved such former high-
fliers as Enron, WorldCom and Global Crossing.

“What we’ve seen are examples of companies with a
culture of, "I don’t see anything, I don’t know anything,””
said Ed Petry, executive director of the Ethics Officer
Association, a group of corporate executives responsible
for ethics at their companies. “People not willing to
speak up, people are willing to go along. That points to a
systemic failure.,”

The association counts 850 members from 500 organ-
izations, including half of the Fortune 100 corporations,
the World Bank and the New York Stock Exchange. The
U.S. Olympic Committee also is a member. It hired an
ethics officer after members of the Salt Lake City organ-
izing committee were accused of providing $1 million in
cash, gifts and favors to International Olympic
Committee delegates who were selecting the site of the
2002 winter games.

Also fueling the drive to hire ethics officers: new
NYSE rules requiring all companies listed on the Big
Board to have ethics codes.

Enron headed the list of corporate scandals in October
2001 when it disclosed a $618 million loss and eliminat-
ed $1.2 billion of shareholder equity. After admitting it
had kept debts off its books and it had issued erroneous
financial statements for years, the company went bank-
rupt in December. Other companies also became mired in
corporate and accounting scandals, including Adelphia
Communications, Global Crossing and WorldCom.

In response, Congress last summer enacted legislation
to crack down on business fraud, tightening regulation of
companies’ financial reporting and providing new over-
sight of independent auditors. And the Securities and
Exchange Commission passed new rules requiring cor-
porate chief executives to vouch personally for the accu-
racy of their financial reports.

Ethics officers conduct training courses for employ-
ees, such as one on insider trading. They also respond to
accusations of sexual harassment and discrimination and
watch over potential conflicts of interest. And they work
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with auditors and boards of directors to make sure the
balance sheets are accurate.

“If you have a reputation for ethical behavior, that in
today’s marketplace is a competitive advantage,” said
Jim Berg, International Paper’s director of ethics and
business practice. “It engenders not only customer loyal-
ty but employee loyalty.”

At defense contractor Raytheon Co., a training film
features Patti Ellis, vice president for business, ethics and
compliance, sharing a theater balcony with movie critic
Roger Ebert. The two flash thumbs-up or thumbs-down
concerning certain practices, such as skimping on
required tests to get a product out more quickly or mak-
ing sure the company doesn’t inflate the cost of labor.

Ethics officers also answer such questions as whether
a vendor can take a company employee out to dinner and
whether the corporation can do business with a firm that
employs an executive’s spouse.

And like a government agency’s inspector general,
they welcome and investigate anonymous employee alle-
gations of wrongdoing.

To be effective rather than window dressing, the ethics
officer must be given a senior position, such as vice pres-
ident, with visible clout and the ability to go direct to a
company’s president or board of directors, Petry said.

The first ethics officers were born of another spate of
corporate wrongdoing — the defense contracting scandal
during the Reagan administration. At the end of the
Justice Department probe, dubbed Operation I11 Wind, 10
defense contractors paid millions of dollars in fines for
obtaining secret bidding information to win contracts. In
addition, 54 corporate executives, defense consultants
and government officials were convicted.

In response, defense contractors created ethics pro-
grams to prevent a repeat of the scandal.

The idea spread to other companies in the early 1990s
after new U.S. sentencing guidelines for white-collar
crimes said companies that established ethics programs
could have their fines reduced.

Ethics officers today are looking not only at lower-level
employees and middle managers, but also the company’s
top executives and even its board members. Among the
new topics: salaries and perks given to those at the top.

“Boards and CEOs are embarrassed by ... what has
occurred,” said Keith Darcy, vice chairman of the Center
for Values Based Leadership, a nonprofit organization
that focuses on corporate ethics. “The whole nature of
executive compensation has changed. You will not see
(the excesses) for a long time.”
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Sharon’s coalition falls apart over dispute about settlement

BY DAN PERRY

Associated Press Writer

JERUSALEM — Prime Minister
Ariel Sharon’s broad-based coalition col-
lapsed Wednesday when Cabinet minis-
ters from the moderate Labor Party
resigned in a dispute over funding for
Jewish settlements, threatening to push
Israel into a bitter election.

The crisis ended an uneasy 20-month
“unity government” formed as a common
front against the Palestinian uprising, and
could sabotage U.S. efforts to win support
for a peace plan.

Sharon told parliament he would con-
tinue to lead the country, suggesting he
would try to govern with a narrow coali-
tion of far-right and religious parties
rather than call early elections.

The crisis was precipitated by Sharon’s
rejection of Labor Party leader Binyamin
Ben-Eliezer’s demands to cut $145 mil-
lion in funds for Jewish settlements in the
$57 billion 2003 state budget.
Compromise proposals failed and Ben-
Eliezer resigned from his post as defense
minister, followed by the rest of Labor’s
Cabinet ministers.

Under Israeli law, the six resignations
only take effect within 48 hours, leaving
room for last-ditch maneuvers — but
politicians from both sides predicted
Sharon’s broad-based coalition was at an
end.

“We must fight terror, but this is the
day when we have to present a diplomatic
horizon,” Ben-Eliezer said, referring to
peace talks with the Palestinians. “The
prime minister is unable to present a
diplomatic horizon.”

Critics accused Ben-Eliezer of partisan
politics, noting that in polls ahead of
Labor’s Nov. 19 leadership primary he
trails two more dovish challengers, and
leaving the government over a settlement
dispute could boost his standing.

“It’s the height of irresponsibility,” said
Education Minister Limor Livnat of
Sharon’s Likud Party.

The budget was put to parliament after

the Labor ministers resigned, and it
passed with the support of parties outside
the coalition — as expected — by a 67-45
vote; it must pass two more readings in
coming weeks before it is final.

Several officials involved in the last-
minute talks said Foreign Minister
Shimon Peres, who led Labor for much of
the past two decades and has been a key
supporter of the unity government, tried to
persuade Ben-Eliezer to back down. Peres
then resigned along with Ben-Eliezer and
four other Labor Party ministers.

If the resignations go through, Sharon
would face the difficult choice of trying to
stay afloat with the support of an array of
extreme-right and religious parties —
meaning political instability and constant
pressures for even tougher, internationally
unpopular policies concerning the
Palestinians.

Sharon aides have said he is more like-
ly to call elections within 90 days, but the
prime minister suggested otherwise in his
speech to parliament. “We will continue
to lead the country in a responsible and
clear-headed way,” he said.

Although polls show the bloc of parties
led by Sharon’s Likud would probably
win a majority of the 120 seats, there is no
guarantee and Sharon himself would
probably first have to beat back a chal-
lenge for the Likud leadership by former
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.

Either way, the developments bode ill
for U.S. efforts to win support for a three-
phase peace plan envisioning a provision-
al Palestinian state by 2003. Elections
would mean a delay of many months, and
Sharon’s far-right partners in a narrow
coalition would likely object to many of
the provisions, such as a settlement freeze
and a significant Israeli troop pullback.

Palestinian reaction was mixed, with
Cabinet minister Saeb Erekat calling the
crisis “an internal Israeli matter.” But
Erekat also warned that “if there is a new
coalition between the Likud and the right
wing in Israel, it will also be at the
expense of the Palestinian people and
against the peace process.”

Recent  developments on  the
Palestinian side also suggested the peace
plan would run into problems. The pro-
posal calls for sweeping reforms of the
Palestinian government and the security
services. However, the Palestinians sig-
naled Tuesday they would settle for more
modest changes when parliament
approved a new Cabinet that was largely
unchanged, with only three new ministers.

Labor joined forces with the hard-line
Sharon after he routed their candidate in
prime ministerial elections in February
2001, several months after peace talks
failed and fighting with the Palestinians
erupted.

But from the beginning, the party was
widely expected to bolt the coalition

before the next election — which by law
must be held by November 2003 — to try
to position itself as a moderate alternative
to Sharon.

Sharon and Ben-Eliezer have worked
closely in leading the struggle against
Palestinian militant groups waging a cam-
paign of terrorism in Israel — a campaign
which escalated to the point that Israeli
troops reoccupied most of the Palestinian
cities previous governments handed over
to Palestinian self-rule.

But Labor’s constituency has grown
increasingly unhappy with Sharon’s
repeated rejection of international efforts
to find a way out of the fighting and his
determination to crush the Palestinian
uprising before any peace talks resume.

Haitian outcry

o

A

Elvina Joseph, second from left, is overcome with emotion as Florida gov-
ernor Jeb Bush departs from a campaign stop to Little Haiti Wednesday in
Miami. Border Patrol agents rounded up more than 200 Haitian migrants,
including young children, after they jumped overboard, rushing to shore
and causing a traffic jam as they tried to flag down cars Tuesday. They were
awaiting processing Wednesday at a detention center, and Haitian activists

feared they would be deported.

Alan Diaz/Associated Press

Japan’s ruling bloc agrees on much-awaited economic reforms

BY HANS GREIMEL

Associated Press Writer

TOKYO — Japan’s ruling parties agreed on a much-
anticipated economic revival plan Wednesday amid
mounting pressure on embattled Prime Minister
Junichiro Koizumi to reverse the country’s decade-long
slump.

The agreement came after Koizumi appeared to back
off on deadlines for tough bank accounting reforms,
which his economy minister said were needed to purge
banks of bad loans but which hardliners in his party
feared would cause banks to go under.

Officials described the watered-down plan as a com-
promise.

“I think it’s a good start,” Japan’s get-tough Economy
Minister Keizo Takenaka said Wednesday after announc-
ing the plan.

Tetsuzo Fuyushiba, secretary-general of the junior
member Komeito party, said the three ruling parties
approved the package.

The agreement is a breakthrough for the prime minis-
ter and follows an embarrassing delay last week, when
opposition within his own ruling Liberal Democratic
Party stymied reform plans over fears they were too
severe.

Koizumi had promised to release a plan by the end of
October so it could be pushed through Parliament by
year’s end. The leader’s popularity now rides on his cam-
paign promises to cure Japan’s economic ills: stagnant
growth, record high unemployment, a plummeting stock
market and debilitating deflation.

“The government is serious about getting this done,”
Koizumi said Wednesday, adding that the turnaround
would now “proceed in earnest.”

Ryo Hino, an analyst with JP Morgan in Tokyo, said
the government would need to complement the reforms
by stimulating the economy. The plan only hinted at the
possibility, and Koizumi has been uncommitted to the
idea for fear of inflating the government’s massive pub-
lic debt.

“Obviously these reforms are necessary, but they are
just a first step,” Hino said. “Even if they get this
through, it is not enough.”

LDP hardliners forced the prime minister to delay out-
lining the reforms last week for fear they cut too deep.
And Wednesday’s version seemed somewhat watered-
down.

Takenaka had once insisted that the accounting
reforms should begin next April, but the agreed-on plan
had no time frame. The measures also call for a special
government agency to loan cash to struggling companies
experiencing hard times.

The new, tightened accounting rules for banks could
increase the amount of bad loans on their books, which
some feared would bankrupt banks and make debtor
companies go bust.

Fearing a possible rise in joblessness, hardliners in the
LDP urged the government to wait on reforms until it
could come up with bolstered unemployment benefits for
those thrown out of work by any economic upheaval.

Kaji said Wednesday’s plan focused on that and more.

“It’s a comprehensive package that includes disposal

of nonperforming loans, as well as the anti-deflation, as
well as the safety net, as well as maybe tax reforms,” she
said.

Easing the nation’s bad-debt burden was expected to
be a major focus.

Japan’s banks are weighed down by some $336 billion
in non-performing loans, equaling roughly 8 percent of
gross domestic product. Analysts say they impede eco-
nomic growth by keeping banks from lending to new
borrowers and creating doubts about the Japanese finan-
cial system.

Takenaka has said he wants to wipe out that bad debt
even if it means banks going bust or being nationalized.
The plan has met fierce opposition in the LDP and from
businessmen in the banking sector, but Koizumi has
backed the basic idea anyway.

“I’ve approved (Takenaka’s) basic policy,” Koizumi
said Tuesday after meeting with Takenaka upon his
return from the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation
forum in Mexico.

Chipping in Wednesday to revive growth, Japan’s cen-
tral bank relaxed its ultra-easy monetary policy. The
Bank of Japan’s decision should make it even easier for
businesses to get the loans they need to fund expansion.

Bank of Japan Gov. Masaru Hayami has repeatedly
said such steps alone won’t have much impact unless the
government delivered true economic reforms.

The BOJ released its monthly report Wednesday stat-
ing: “Japan’s economy is not expected to demonstrate
clear signs of recovery during the remainder of fiscal
2002.” The fiscal year ends March 2003.
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Reality Check® Speed Bump®
By Dave Whammond By Dave Coverly

NVEWS OF THE WEIRD

by Chuck Shepard

Man hides marijuana in ‘spare tire’

James Scott Woods, 26, was arrested in Mount Carmel, Tenn., in July after police
were called to a house on a robbery complaint. Officers could not find evidence of the
robbery and were inclined to let Woods go but on a hunch discovered a half-ounce of
marijuana, plus a pipe and $187 cash, tucked into a fold of Woods' stomach. (A few min-
utes later, Woods was also charged with tampering with evidence when he allegedly
broke his handcuffs and tried to swallow the marijuana.)
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NEED TO BOUNCE A FEW
IDEAS? Brainstorming
professional will help you
get better ideas. Quick,
easy and friendly.

(310)452-0851

Employment

CONGENIAL W. LA Dental of-
fice looking for responsible,
pleasant dental assistant wi/x-
ray license. Some experience
necessary. Salary negotiable.
Fax resume to (310)473-0271.

INSIDE SALES/CUSTOMER
Service. Full time, hourly plus
commission  plus  benefits.
(310)284-8253.

SALES/MERCH REPS for lig-
uor products in your area. Entry
level with large company.
$13.00/hour 30 hours a week.
(949)951-7850.

TRENDY EDGY start-up
monthly looking for part-time or
freelance writers to cover poli-
tics, features, entertainment
stories. Very upscale L.A. area.
Solid basic journalism with a
readable edge needed. Editing
experience a plus. Fax 5 clips
and 3 professional references
to Michael at (323)939-1274.

[ Forsde

ALPINE VILLAGE Auction. Ev-
ery other Monday (unless rain-
ing), 1pm-5pm. Please contact

Royal Auctioneers (310)324-
9692.
EXERCISE BIKE! Lifecycle

5500 R (recumbent). Commer-
cial Grade, heavy duty, all fea-
tures. $700. (310)710-3030.

GRAPHIC TECHNOLOGY light
table w/ stand. Approx. 4'x18".
Excellent Condition. $200.00
(310)453-9196

STAINLESS STEEL Flat Art
Files - Vintage 47"wx 35"
$800.00 each (310)453-9196

INSTANT
CASH FOR OLD
JEWELRY AND OTHER
UNUSUAL OLD
INTERESTING THINGS.
(310)393-1111

BEVERLYWOOD ADJ.
$1095.00 Large 2BDRM/ 1BA
upper unit in 12 unit bldg. fresh
paint and carpet. Clean and
bright, 1 car off-street parking,
laundry in bldg. 1 year lease,
no pets. (310)396-4443 x102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

MARINA PENINSULA, 2BD/
2BA, 2 car parking on quiet
street. Amazing views. Steps
to beach, shopping & restau-
rants. New paint and carpet,
fireplace, dishwasher, stove. 2
units available. $1,695.00 to
$2,965. (310) 396-4443 x102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

MDR ADJACENT $825.00 Stu-
dio, gated building with gated,
subterranean parking. Newer
building with courtyard area,
quiet neighborhood. Laundry
room, pkng,1 year lease, no
pets. (310)578-9729

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

NEW STUDIO Apartments
available from $1295.00 to
$1355.00. Six blocks from the
beach. Three blocks from Third
St. Promenade area! (310)656-
0311. www.breezesuites.com

SANTA MONICA  $1250.00
2+1, gated entry, r/s, balcony,
laundry, gated parking. West-
side Rentals. 395-RENT

SANTA MONICA  $1495.00
3+2, courtyard area, r/s, balco-
my, laundry, prkng. Westside
Rentals 395-RENT

SANTA MONICA  $2700.00
OBO. On the Beach, 2+2,
w/balcony, partial view. 2 pkng
spaces. (818)613-9324.

SANTA MONICA $550.00 Stu-
dio, catok, hrdwd flrs, laundry,
prkng, utils incld. Westside
Rentals 395-RENT

SANTA MONICA $700.00 Stu-
dio, quiet area, r/s, walk-in clos-
ets, laundry, prkng. Westside
Rentals 395-RENT

SANTA MONICA $875.00 1+1,
near beach, r/s, high ceilings,
laundry, prkng. Westside Rent-
als 395-RENT
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SANTA MONICA  $950.00
1drm/1ba, appliances, no pets,
2535 Kansas Ave., #211. Man-
ager in #101.

SM NEW Town Homes! 3 + 2.5.
All applicances, W/D included.
2 parking spaces. Security
building. $2950 to $3250
(310)261-2093.

VENICE BEACH $2695.00 Ar-
tist Work Live Historic Brick
Building, 1700 sq. ft. 2 story unit
consisting of a ground floor with
850 sg. ft. and a basement with
850 sq. ft. The ground floor has
12’ ceilings and exposed brick
walls. The basement has 8 ft
ceilings. The building is com-
pletely rehabbed with every-
thing brand new and replaced.
Concrete floors, double glazed
wooden  windows, exposed
brick walls, antique brick patios,
tons of charm. Located one
block from the ocean. 1 year
lease. (310)466-9778.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH $995.00
1BD/1BA, with hardwood floors,
1/2 block to beach, all utilities
paid, 1 year lease, no pets.
(310) 396-4443 x102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.

SANTA  MONICA  $750.00
Guest House, best area, petok,
t/s, laundry, prkng, utils inld.
Westside Rentals 395-RENT

Roommates

S.M. SHARE 2bdrm furnished
apt., all utilities paid including
cable. 9th & Wilshire. Male only.
$750.00 (310)394-1050.

SANTA  MONICA  $450.00
Apartment, prvt rm, /s, laundry,
garage, prkng, utils incld.
Westside Rentals 395-RENT

SANTA  MONICA  $500.00
Apartment, t/s, hrdwd flrs, laun-
dry, prkng, utils+cable incld.
Westside Rentals 395-RENT

SANTA MONICA $550.00
House, prvt rm, /s, high ceil-
ings, yard, laundry, prkng.
Westside Rentals 395-RENT

Commercial Lease

OFFICE SPACE, 6 offices+ 2
bathrooms +kitchenette +recep-

tion. 1,250 SF.  Year sublet
+renewal option. Prime local
Yale @ Colorado (SM) incl.

parking. Lease negotiable. Con-
tact Tom @ (310)612-0840.

OSTEOPATH SEEK non-drug
practitioners. Reasonable day
rates. Beautiful and friendly of-
fice. Contact Robin at (310)664-
8818.

www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH Starting @
$2,400.00 Residential loft, com-
pletely renovated. 1bdrm/2ba,
oakwood floors, high ceilings,
rooftop patio, balcony, 2 car
parking, lots of windows, lots of
storage. Great looking unit.
(310)396-4443 x102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

W. LA $1450.00 2bd/lba, new
carpet and vertical blinds. Large
kitchen. (310)391-8880.

[ Houses For Rent

2BDRM/1BATH WITH patio.
Walking distance from Main St./
Beach. $1,700.00  Monthly
cleaning  service included.
(310)392-6651

MDR ADJACENT, 2 +2 , fire-
place, dishwasher, stove, large
private patio, new paint and car-
pet in newer gated building with
gated, subterranean parking,
AIC, quiet neighborhood. laun-
dry room, 1 year lease, no pets.
$1,395. (310)578-9729

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

SANTA MONICA $1995.00
House w/spacious newly land-
scaped yard. Completely reno-
vated, with cottage charm,
bright & airy. Pergo & tile floors,
large kitchen, stove, w/d hook-
up, 2 car off-street parking.
Close to beach in quiet neigh-
borhood, next to new park. 1
year lease, no pets. (310)396-
4443 ext. 102

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

SANTA MONICA  $700.00
Guest House, petok, r/s, near
beach, laundry vyard prkng.
Westside Rentals 395-RENT

PRIME STORE front property
for medical and/or retail, in
downtown Santa Monica for
sublease below market value.
2400 sq. ft. Call Linda
(310)393-2598.

VENICE BEACH $1695.00 Of-
fice space with 4 parking
spaces, one large room with
high ceilings, skylights, rollup
door, bathroom with shower.

1 year lease (310)396-4443
x102.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH $595.00
Small office space with bath-
room on ground floor. High
ceiling, large window. Fresh
paint. Just off Abbot Kinney. 1

year lease. (310) 396-4443
x102
Elly Nesis Company, Inc.

www.ellynesis.com

[ Vassage |

BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal
your body, mind, spirit. Thera-
peutic, Swedish, Deep-tissue.
energy balancing, non-sexual.

Introductory  specials  from

$45.00/1hr. Infout.  Lynda,

L.M.T. (310)749-0621
MASSAGE CARING,

soothing, relaxing full body
therapeutic, Swedish / back
walking. You will melt in my
magic hands!
Home/hotel/office/outdoors

ok. 1-4 hours. Non sexual
out call. Anytime or day.
Page Doris (310)551-2121.

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE,
Swedish, Accupressure,
Deep-tissue, Sports Mas-
sage, Reflexology. For apt
call Tracy at (310)435-0657.
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[ Massage |

MASSAGE ENJOY a really
great, amazing and wonder-
ful  full body massage.
Swedish, deep-tissue and
Tantra. (Platonic only!) No
time limit. Will come to you.
24/7 Cute, slim, fit, petite
mature chocolate. 14
years experience. Dolly's
pager (310)236-9627.

SWEDISH MASSAGE. The
lovely Dessarae. 27-year old
beauty. 45/min $100.00 for info
(310)319-1361.  Appointment
only call (213)308-9711.

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE.
Sweedish, Deep-Tissue, Sports
Massage. Intro: ~ $29/hour.
(CMT) Vlady (310) 397-7855

WOULD LIKE to trade deep-tis-
sue and Swedish bodywork with
female therapist. Platonic. Paul
(310)741-1901.

Announcements

PRO SE of Neighborhood Proj-
ect needs volunteers for events
that honor our heroes. (310)
899-3888 pro.se@adelphia.net.

VOTE FOR Pro Se Santa Moni-
ca City Council! Our Residents,
Businesses, Schools  must
come first!

VOTE Thomas David Carter,
Santa Monica Rent Control
Board. YES on Measure EE.
Protect Free Speech and Edu-
cation. Paid for by Thomas
David Carter

Services

CALIFORNIA ENGLISH Teach-
er Specialist -Tutoring all as-
pects of English. Call or fax
name and phone number to
(310)393-8778.

HANDS-ON HOME Repair, 25
Years Experience. No job too
small. Bargain Prices. Cal
(818)231-3447 or (323)708-
2220

HANDYMAN
(714)998-1862

HOUSE CLEANING - Available
6 am. to 2 pm. Windows,
laundry, general house clean-
ing. References available. Re-
sponsible. Reasonable prices.
Call Lalo (310) 313-0848.

Services

OVERPRICED DIAL-UP? Use
VizionOne. $16.95 monthly, fast
clean connection, no long term
contracts, 24/7 customer serv-
ice. Visit
www.vizionone.com/icingonthe-
cake or call (310)820-4152.

Computer Services

COMPUTER HELP: Your home
or office. Tutoring Microsoft
Word, Excel, Internet naviga-
tion. Please call (310)207-3366.

Business Opps

YOU: Ambitious, goal-oriented,
workaholic who wants to make
serious long-term income in tel-
ecommunications. Call Jamie
(310)820-4152.

Health/Beauty
EXPERIENCED MAKE-UP AR-
TIST! Weddings & Special
Events. Local references availa-
ble. (310)702-8778 / (323)559-
9033. Nina & Alex.

Personals

CATHOLIC NIGERIAN Lady.
Cute, 40, 5’3", 118 Ibs, slim, fit ,
petite. Kind warm-hearted with
a heart of gold in search SWM
boyfriend. | enjoy flying, boat-
ing, horses, and singing. Must
be romantic, sensual and willing
to spoil me in any way 42 years
and up. Rich and generous on-
ly! (310)201-5553.

STEADY GIRLFRIEND Want-
ed. You will get $200.00 every
week to go shopping, pamper
yourself. Fit lady into rock
climbing, hiking, roller-blading,
jogging. Can you teach me
Spanish or Russian or Chi-
nese? Please be down to earth,
domestic and good company.
I'm color blind, classy. 511",
155 Ibs., 52 year old European
man. Cabinet maker/designer.
Very kind/warm hearted and
sensual. (310)201-5553.

SWM, NEW York University
grad, Film, TV & Radio seeking
UCLA, USC post grad SWF for
LTR, 40-47 who would like to
visit San Francisco, write a film
script, do video and enjoy life.
Write: 7510 W. Sunset Blvd.,
Hollywood, CA 90046, Box
1132. JGH.

Classified Advertising Conditions: REGULAR RATE: $2.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20¢ per word per day. Ad must run a minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two words
caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra. Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once.
DEADLINES: 4:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 4:00 p.m. PAYMENT: All private party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and
of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310)458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press, P.O.
Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406 or stop in at our office located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Ste. 202. OTHER RATES: For information about the professional services directory or classified display ads,
please call our office at (310)458-7737.
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Be in the middie of it allf

Professional offlce space avallable on the Third Streat Promenade.

950 square feet of office space conveniently located downtown, awalk away from shops, restaurants and
the beach. Bright cffice space with high ceilings, natural light, two large private offices and a spacious
reception area. Quiet location with a shared kitchen. New paint and carpet. Parking. Avallable now.

Call (310) 458-7737 ext. 104

Calendar

Thursday, October 51, 2002

movies

Loews Broadway Cinema
1441 Third St. at Broadway
Jackass: The Movie (R) 12:00,
1:00, 2:15, 3:15, 4:30, 5:30,
6:45, 7:45, 9:00, 10:00. The
Truth About Charlie (PG-13)
11:30, 2:00, 4:45, 7:30, 10:15.
The Tuxedo (PG-13) 11:00,
1:30, 9:15.

Mann Criterion

1313 Third St.

The Ring (PG-13) 1:00, 4:00,
7:00, 10:00. Sweet Home
Alabama (PG-13) 11:30, 2:10,
5:05, 7:55, 10:35. My Big Fat
Greek Wedding (PG) 11:20,
2:00, 4:40, 7:20, 10:05. Punch-
Drunk Love (R) 11:15, 1:45,
4:20, T7:10, 9:45. The
Transporter (PG-13) 11:45,
2:15, 4:45, 7:40, 10:15.

AMC Theatre SM 7

1310 3rd Street

Red Dragon (R) 1:45, 4:30,
7:20, 10:00. Tuck Everlasting
(PG) 2:15, 4:45, 7:30. White
Oleander (PG-13) 2:00, 4:40,
7:25, 9:55. Abandon (PG-13)
1:50, 4:15, 7:00, 9:30. Brown
Sugar (PG-13) 2:25, 9:40.
Formula 51 (R) 5:00, 7:45,
10:00.

Landmark Nu-Wilshire

1314 Wilshire Blvd.

Bowling for Columbine (R)
1:30, 2:30, 4:15, 5:15, 7:00,
8:00, 9:45, 10:30.

Laemmle Monica

1332 2nd St.

Auto Focus (R) 12:00, 2:30,
5:05, 7:45, 10:20. Real Women
Have Curves (PG-13) 12:15,
2:30, 4:50, 7:25, 9:45.
Secretary (R) 1:45, 4:30, 7:15,
9:50. Spirited Away (PG) 1:00,
4:00, 7:00, 10:00.

Aero Theatre

1328 Montana Ave.
Addams Family Values
5:30, 7:30, 9:30.

Today

Communit

The Westside Walkers, a FREE
program sponsored by UCLA
Healthcare's 50-Plus Program!
Walking programs for adults 50 or
older looking for safe, low-impact
exercise in a comfortable environ-
ment. The Westside Walkers meet
Tuesdays and Thursdays, from 8
a.m. To 10 a.m., at Westside
Pavilion, Pico Blvd. Between
Overland Ave. and Westwood
Blvd. In West LA. For more infor-
mation about the program, call
(800)516-5323.

Come practice at SUNSET
YOGA, overlooking the Pacific!
"Integral Hatha Yoga" every
Thursday from 7:15-9pm. Mixed
levels. Donations only. Please
bring a mat and towel. Located at
1450 Ocean Ave. between Santa
Monica Blvd. and Broadway. For
more information contact skinny-
buddahboy@hotmail.com

Ongoing support groups for
people 55 and older. Current
openings in Men's Group.
Thursdays, 11:15 to 12:45. Center
for Healthy Aging, 2125 Arizona
Avenue. Sliding scale fee. Not
drop-in groups. Phone interview
required. Call Information and
Referral. (310)576-2550.

Dharma at the Clubhouse. A
weekly book and multi-media
study group, no fee. Applying
studies of Buddhism-Dharma into
our daily lives. Every Thursday
night at the Clubhouse at Douglas
Park, 25th & Wilshire. 7:30 - 9pm.
Dan (310) 451-4368 www.santa-
monivcakksg.org

O'Briens Irish Pub, 2941 Main
St., Santa Monica, pours A Pint of
Funny, every Thurs., 8 p.m. FREE!
(310)396-4725.

Senior Suppers - Discounted
meals for people AGE 55 or older
are served daily, from 3:30 p.m. To
7 p.m., in the cafeteria at Santa

Monica-UCLA Medical Center,
1250 16th Street in Santa Monica.
$3.69 Info only: (310)319-4837.

Friday

Community

Santa Monica Strutters, a FREE
program sponsored by UCLA
Healthcare's 50-Plus Program!
Walking programs for adults 50 or
older looking for safe, low-impact
exercise in a comfortable environ-
ment. The Santa Monica Strutters
meet Mondays, Wednesdays, and
Fridays, from 8 a.m. To 10 a.m., at
Santa Monica Place, Fourth St.
and Broadway Ave. in Santa
Monica.

MAGICOPOLIS presents
HOCUS POCUS! (Fish Bones
Choke Us). The stage explodes
with a colorful mix of Magic,
Special Effects, Sleight of Hand,
Comedy and Music that's sure to
delight audiences of all ages. At
MAGICOPOLIS, 1418 Fourth

Street, Santa Monica. Fridays &
Saturdays at 8pm, $20. Saturday
& Sundays at 2pm, $15. For tick-
ets call 310-451-2241.

Senior Suppers - Discounted
meals for people AGE 55 or older
are served daily, from 3:30 p.m. To
7 p.m., in the cafeteria at Santa
Monica-UCLA Medical Center,
1250 16th Street in Santa Monica.
$3.69 Info only: (310)319-4837.

Unurban Coffee House presents
Annie Higgins, 7pm. Music Open
Mike, 8pm. Signup at 7:30pm.
Hosted by Terry Gardner. 3301
Pico Blvd. (310)315-0056

Comedy Underground presents
the following improv groups:
Addle Essence, show starts at
8pm, tickets are $5.00. Off The
Wall, show starts at 9pm, tickets
are $5.00. Unusual Suspects,
show starts at 10pm, tickets are
$5.00. 320 Wilshire Blvd., Santa
Monica. For more information
please call (310)451-1800.

Calendar items are printed free of charge as a service to our readers. Please submit your items to todayspaper@smdp.com for consideration. Calendar
events are limited by space, and will be run at the discretion of the Calendar Editor. The Daily Press cannot be held responsible for errors.

KEEP YOUR DATE STRAIGHT

Promote your event in the Santa Monica Daily Press Calendar section. Fax all information to our
Calendar Editor: Attention Angela @ 310.576.9913
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Deer attacks cop

By The Associated Press

LANSING, Mich. — A buck turned himself in to
police Monday, then thought better of it.

The deer crashed through the window of Lansing
Township police Chief Kay Hoffman’s office. Then,
with a minor cut on its mouth, it jumped back out and
took off.

“My secretary thought someone was shooting at me,”
Hoffman said. Hoffman was in a meeting down the hall
when the deer paid its visit.

Brad Wurfel, a spokesman for the state Department
of Natural Resources, noted that it’s mating season for
deer and bucks can be expected to do strange things.

“They’re feeding, they’re breeding and they’re trying
to stay warm,” Wurfel said.

A classroom birth

By The Associated Press

EULESS, Texas — An elementary school teacher
gave her 3- and 4-year-old students an unexpected les-
son when she gave birth in her classroom.

Rhonda Schafer was able to get the early development
class out of the Bear Creek Elementary School class-
room on Monday and then called for the school nurse.

The nurse arrived just in time to help Schafer as she

gave birth behind her desk at about 2:30 p.m., about five
minutes after the first sign of labor. They wrapped the
baby girl in a co-worker’s sweater, school librarian
Cynda Mast said.

The medics arrived in time to cut the cord, Fire
Department spokeswoman Christine Cox said. “It was a
very nice, quiet environment, if you can imagine that at
an elementary school,” she said, adding that mother and
daughter were in “perfect health.”

Earlier that morning, Schafer, who also has two sons,
had told Mast that she was due in about a week or when-
ever the baby was ready.

“I guess she got ready this afternoon,” Mast said.

The flying Dachshund

By The Associated Press

VANDENBERG AIR FORCE BASE — Animal
lovers are howling over a skydiving dog.

The parachuting Dachshund, known as Brutus the
Skydiving Dog, is scheduled to perform at this week-
end’s Air and Space Show at Vandenberg Air Force
Base.

“What we feel is this is cruelty to animals,” said
Shirley Cram, shelter director and treasurer for the
Volunteers for Inter-valley Animals. “It’s exploiting the
dog. It certainly isn’t fun for that dog to jump out of that
plane.”

Brutus’ skydiving partner disagrees.

“He gets all excited when I'm getting my gear
ready,” said Ron Sirull of Delray Beach, Fla., contend-
ing Brutus enjoys his aerial activities. He added, “He’s
totally up for it.”

Sirull said his dog’s veterinarian and the Arizona
Humane Society have signed off the activity being safe
for man’s best friend.

Brutus is tucked into a special pouch affixed to his
owner’s chest for the jump and dons custom-made gog-

gles for what Sirull calls his “fleafall.” While Sirull has
1,000 jumps, Brutus has logged 100.

“That’s equal to 700 jumps in dog years,” his owner
joked.

Woman disrobes in angry outburst

By The Associated Press

EVANSVILLE, Ind. — A French woman faces a
felony charge of disorderly conduct at an airport after
she allegedly undressed to her waist in an angry outburst
at security screeners.

A judge Tuesday found probable cause for the charge
against Eliane Yvonne Marcele Aguillaume, 56, of
Paris. She also faces misdemeanor charges of resisting
law enforcement and public indecency.

Aguillaume burst into tears when the judge explained
the possible penalties. She declined to comment to
reporters after the hearing.

The felony disorderly conduct charge was made pos-
sible in a state law passed after the 2001 terrorist
attacks. The law, which took effect July 1, set a sentence
range of six months to three years.

Prosecutors would consider whether the incident rose
to the level of a felony, Deputy Prosecutor Dawnya
Taylor said.

Authorities say Aguillaume kept reaching inside her
sweater, forcing guards to re-search her, during a routine
screening Monday at Evansville Regional Airport.

After a screener attempted to use a metal-detecting
wand, Aguillaume became upset and allegedly removed
her sweater, shirt and bra.

Police said Aguillaume tried to pull away as an offi-
cer attempted to handcuff her. She later dropped to the
ground and refused to get up.

Aguillaume was released from jail on $5,300 bond.
She was scheduled to be formally charged Friday.

Internet Connections

Starting at
$59.45/mo!

always on,
always fast

“Since LA Bridge installed
DSL at my home, | have
found the flexibility
to use the Internet in
a whole new way.”]

—Bill Foster,
Apple Computer

each account_includes:

= 24/7 Internet connection

- 7 days/week tech support

= 6MB personal web space

* 2 IP adresses

- free local dial-up acct

= over 4000 worldwide dial-up
locations for laptop users who

travel. (a metered service).

786k to 7.1M Now Available

Sign-up online at LABridge.com or call 310.823.6416




