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SCHOOL BUS SAFETY IN QUESTION
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IZZY'S DELI DOES TURKEY!

1433 Wilshire Boulevard, at 15th Street
310-394-1131 | OPEN 24 HOURS

Fresh Roasted Turkey 
TURKEY MEATLOAF • TURKEY BURGERS • TURKEY CHILI

TURKEY SALAD • TURKEY SAUSAGE • TURKEY BACON
TURKEY GUMBO SOUP • TURKEY DINNERS

TURKEY SANDWICHES

LIST WITH KRONOVET,

AND START PACKING!

DRE # 01128992
sales@Kronovet.com

310-829-9303Go
Samo!

Robert Kronovet is a California Association of Realtors Director.
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Chuck Husting
Los Angeles Westside
Residential Real Estate

310-770-6353
chuck@pacificluxurygroup.com

Pacific Luxury Group | Keller Williams Luxury Homes Division
2701 Ocean Park Blvd, Suite 140, Santa Monica, CA 90405

SWEETS FOR THE SWEET Brandon Wise brandonw@smdp.com
Patient Ella Lopez, 6, reaches for candy with her mother Melissa King (left) during the annual Santa Monica-UCLA Medical Center’s pediatric
trick-or-treat festivities on Friday afternoon. The event gives kids who are ill an opportunity to celebrate Halloween. 

BY MELISSA LEU
Special to the Daily Press

DOWNTOWN Before
she was homeless,
Ruth McKnight was a
victim of domestic
violence.She had quit
her job at a non-prof-
it in downtown Los
Angeles, because she
said, “I couldn’t keep
going to work with
bruises on my arms.”

BY LEANNE ITALIE
Associated Press Writer

Exhausted new moms use them to mark
their twins. Doodlers on hyper-drive buy
them to trick out their cars. Conan O’Brien
morphed into one on Twitter, and Taylor
Swift used one as eyeliner in a pinch.

It’s hard to find someone — anyone —
who doesn’t love the hardworking Sharpie,
excluding the loved ones of little wall-draw-
ing Picassos.

Fans and fanatics are all over Flickr and
YouTube showing off their collections of the
endearing pens and a vast array of handi-
work and Sharpie magic, but Glee’s Dianna

BY NICK TABOREK
Daily Press Staff Writer

DOWNTOWN The group Santa Monicans for
Quality Government, which last week irked
Santa Monica’s cops and firefighters by
sending out what the public safety unions
said was a misleading campaign mailer, has
come up with a new flier that is drawing crit-
icism from the organization Community for
Excellent Public Schools (CEPS).

The new mailer, which arrived in some
Santa Monica mailboxes on Friday, asks

potential voters, “Who does CEPS trust to
protect our schools?” and features some —
but not all — of the candidates the group
endorsed.

The candidates included on the mailer
are incumbents Bob Holbrook, Pam
O’Connor, Gleam Davis and Terry O’Day.
Left off the flier are CEPS endorsees Ted
Winterer and Kevin McKeown.

“I’m not happy about it all,” said Rebecca
Kennerly, CEPS’ chair. “If they’re going to
use our name, they need to use our [com-
plete] endorsements, and they should, out

of common courtesy, ask our permission.”
While all the candidates listed on the

flier were endorsed by CEPS, Kennerly said
the flier could still confuse voters.

“It isn’t that these are huge misrepresen-
tations, but I don’t appreciate the way
they’re not using the full picture.”

While the flier clearly referred to CEPS,
it mistakenly labled the organization the
“Coalition” instead of the “Community” for
Excellent Public Schools.

SEE SHARPIE PAGE 3SEE MAILER PAGE 8

SEE HONORED PAGE 6

Formerly
homeless
honored by
community

Celebrating
the Sharpie’s
versatility

RUTH MCKNIGHT

Slate mailer group takes more
barbs for campaign tactics



For more information on any of the events listed, log on to smdp.com and click the “Events” tab for the given day’s calendar.

Saturday, Oct. 30, 2010

Boo!
Santa Monica Playhouse

1211 Main St., 12:30 p.m., 3 p.m.
Save Halloween during this interactive musical comedy journey. 

This event takes place both Saturday and Sunday. 
For more information, call (310) 394-9779 ext. 2.

Tick tock the night away
Edgemar Center for the Arts

2437 Main St., 8 p.m.
Cabaret triumphantly returns! The longest running hit and critically 

acclaimed cabaret returns from the creators of the night of the black cat! 
For more information, call (310) 392-7327.

Originals at the pier
Santa Monica Pier

Carousel Hippodrome, Daily
The Santa Monica Pier welcomes back United Cerebral Palsy (UCP) of Los Angeles,

Ventura and Santa Monica Barbara counties to display an artwork collection in honor
of October’s National Disabilities Month inside the historic Carousel Hippodrome.
“Originals” is an exhibition designed around the creative evolution of artwork 

it features, and the artists themselves.  

Banned books 
Ocean Park Branch Library

2 p.m. 
Among the top 10 most frequently challenged books is the most widely read American
novel To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee. Join a discussion of this significant book
and the enigmatic author as profiled in “MOCKINGBIRD:A portrait of Harper Lee,” 

by Charles J.Shields. For more information contact Jamie Watson at (310) 458-8683.

Trick or healthy treat 
Whole Foods

2201 Wilshire Blvd., 3 p.m.
Bring the kids in for some tricks and treats! Whole Foods will help families in 

making healthy and tasty alternatives to Halloween candy in a hands-on workshop 
and then decorating pumpkins in preparation for the big day. 

For more information call (310) 315-0662.

Sunday, Oct. 31, 2010
Happy Halloween

Get painted 
PAINT:LAB 

2912 Main St., 1 p.m. — 4 p.m. 
Face painting for you and your kids, just in time for Halloween. 

Admission: $5. For more information, contact Oana Bogdan at (310) 450-9200.

Palloween
Barker Hanger

3021 Airport Ave., 
Join families and public safety officials for the 19th annual Palloween event. It’s a safe
and fun way to trick-or-treat. And it’s free. For more information call (310) 458-8988.

Halloween hop
Montana Avenue, 3 p.m. — 6 p.m. 

Montana Avenue will be hosting its third annual Halloween Hop. Kids of all ages 
will enjoy trick-or-treating all along Montana Avenue, plus all kinds of fun, spooky

activities for kids including face painting, temporary tattoos, fortune telling, a doggy
costume contest, and of course lots of candy! Many stores will also showcase special

Halloween artwork in their windows created by local kids.
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General, Cosmetic, & Implant Dentistry

MODERN, COMFORTABLE AND RELAXED ATMOSPHERE

Gentle Dentistry | Sedation Available | Digital Technology | Smile Makeover | Flexible Financing

Check our monthly promotions on our website   www.santamonicatoothdr.com

2222 SANTA MONICA BLVD, SUITE 202, SANTA MONICA, CA 90404

Ali Mogharei DDS

(310) 829-2224

Basic Cleaning, Exam

and full Mouth Xrays 
Modern facilities, gentle dentistry, sedation

$65.00
Have your kids been to the dentist?

This month: KIDS ARE FREE!
Exam, basic cleaning and full mouth xrays

Call for details.

Santa Monica-Malibu schools provide 
an excellent education, but it is in jeopardy.

This year the school board voted to eliminate 58 teachers and other specialists who work directly with students.
More than 80% of the board’s budget cuts were made at the student-serving level. How can we stop this decline?

Chris Bley has solutions: • Eliminate excess spending in non-classroom areas.
• Insist that the SMMUSD generate more revenue on its own.

Calendar
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TAXES    •    BOOKKEEPING    •    STARTUPS    •    CORPS.    •    LLCS

SMALL BUSINESS

STARTUP?
LET ME HELP YOU SUCCEED

(310) 395-9922
SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA

1000 Wilshiree Blvd.,, Suitee 1800 Santaa Monicaa 90401

SANTA MONICA PIER

Rates start at 

$88/night

Book On-line Today www.seaviewhotel.com

reservations@seaviewhotel.com
seaviewmotel@hotmail.com  

email:

310.393.6711 |  1760 Ocean Avenue  |  Santa Monica, CA

BY KIM COOK
For The Associated Press

Roxanne Jacoby has a guest room in her
Pennsylvania home that no guest has ever
slept in. It’s really her Mom Cave.

Outfitted with mementos and comfort
items, it’s the only room in the house she
really calls her own.

“I’ve put in an alpaca throw, down pil-
lows, a fan, my favorite scented candle, and a
whole bunch of stuff that I want to read,”
says Jacoby.

It’s not like she couldn’t set all that up in
a corner of the family room. But that “guest
room” has an important feature: “I can close
the door.”

Many women — and not just moms — are
taking over some of the fallow ground at
home and turning it into a haven to pursue
personal pursuits. They stake out an unused
closet, basement nook or extra bedroom.

Some use the space to work without interrup-
tion — they’ve got it all teched up with Wi-Fi,
perhaps a TV. Others say none of that’s
allowed, just books and maybe a music player.

Lori Remien, a teacher in Evanston, Ill.,
took over an unused nook off her daughter’s
room when she needed a place to work on
her National Boards exams a few years ago.
“I went to Ikea and bought a comfy wicker
chair, a plush red rug, some pretty black and
white curtains. It’s still a great retreat where
I can watch the shows the rest of my family
doesn’t watch,” she says.

New York designer Elaine Griffin
embraces the Mom Cave concept and
recently partnered with Homegoods in
Manhattan to show some decor and space
suggestions. She says, “A Mom Cave is where
the woman who nurtures everyone goes to
nurture herself.”

BY GREG RISLING
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES Two doctors led a $5 million
scam in which mentally ill homeless patients
were paid $100 each for unnecessary treat-
ments that were fraudulently billed to
Medicare and Medi-Cal, Los Angeles prose-
cutors said Friday.

Drs. Rodney Barron, 58, and Eleanor
Arthur, 72, were arrested Friday and along
with five others charged with misdemeanor
conspiracy, fraud and taking illegal kick-
backs. If convicted, they each could face up
to seven years in prison. All seven are sched-
uled to be arraigned Monday.

It wasn’t immediately known if any of the
defendants had retained an attorney.

City prosecutors said homeless people
were recruited and taken in a van from vari-
ous parts of Los Angeles County to RSB
Medical Group in the San Fernando Valley.
The so-called patients were given abdominal
ultrasounds and had blood drawn, regard-
less of their condition. In exchange, they
received $100, authorities said.

Investigators also said the blood was often

dripped into open jars and packaged for sale.
The clinic allegedly charged the medical

programs up to $1,000 per doctor for
between 30 and 50 patients daily from
December 2009 and June. Prosecutors esti-
mate the scam bilked Medicare and Medi-
Cal out of $5 million.

A message left at the clinic was not imme-
diately returned. A recording said the office
has been temporarily closed.

The charges were the latest in a string of
patient recruiting scams that have cropped
up in Los Angeles. Earlier this month, feder-
al prosecutors charged more than 70 people
accused of having ties to Armenian mobsters
and trying to defraud Medicare of $163 mil-
lion for services never provided.

Neurologist Zhiwei Lin was arrested last
month for prescribing pain medicine to
homeless people tapped to turn the drugs
over to dealers.

Dr. Masoud Bamdad was sentenced to 25
years in federal prison in July for overpre-
scribing prescription drugs. Authorities say
homeless people were recruited in San Diego
and driven to Bamdad’s office to get pre-
scriptions filled in exchange for cash.

Agron best summed up the Sharpie life in a
blog apology over her saucy photos in GQ:

“I am trying to live my life with a sharpie
marker approach. You can’t erase the strokes
you’ve made, but each step is much bolder
and more deliberate.”

Sanford Manufacturing Co., a Chicago
purveyor of ink and glue, launched the
Sharpie line in 1964, later becoming Sanford
L.P. and part of the Newell Rubbermaid
empire. Easily the market leader, half a bil-
lion Sharpie products were sold around the
world last year.

“It’s always been the jewel within the
portfolio, but its roots were pretty function-
al,” said a company vice president, Sally
Grimes.

Now, Sharpies can be personalized,
refilled and retracted. They come in
keyring-ready minis, peelable grease col-
ors for porous surfaces and shimmery sil-
ver for black ones. They can stand in for
ball point pens with ink that won’t bleed
through paper, and for mechanical pen-
cils with liquid graphite that won’t break
at the tip.

So what’s the most unusual thing you’ve
done with a Sharpie? Some ideas:

• One mom left the tiniest dot on the
foot of one her newborn twins until she
could tell them apart. Another writes her
telephone number on the bottom of her
kids’ feet so they can whip off a shoe in
case they get lost.

Grimes notes: While Sharpies are non-
toxic, they’re not recommended for use on
skin. Also, they’re not edible, though
they’re good for turning oranges into little
jack-o’-lanterns for Halloween place set-
tings.

Win mom of the year by printing out
your child’s favorite cartoon characters and
tracing them on plastic bags. Fill in with
Sharpie for the coolest sandwich look in the
cafeteria.

• Amy Ekbom, 19, of Scituate, Mass.,
bought a basic white dress for prom and
Sharpied away in bright pinks, greens and
yellows. She did the same on her date’s white
suit. Ekbom earned a spot on the Sharpie
blog for her handiwork last year.

• The Web’s got a Sharpied Lamborghini
and a Ford Fiero. It also has Travis Todd and
his silver BMW. He’s one of 20 members of
the company’s “Sharpie Squad,” brand
ambassadors with claims to fame. The
Colorado Springs, Colo., lab technician
detached the hood of his car and carried it
into his livingroom for Sharpie-ing. It was
his wife’s idea.

After decorating the trunk as well, Todd
sold the black-doodled car to a BMW deal-

ership and is thinking about taking a
Sharpie to the replacement, a silver Jeep.
“My wife makes fun of me because every-
thing in the house has something drawn all
over it,” he said. It took only two of
Sharpie’s opaque, oil-based paint markers
to decorate the car.

• Enthusiasts of Cosplay, the perform-
ance art often influenced by Asian media
like anime, can be dead serious about the
wigs that help them transform into char-
acters. Some hand-dye using Sharpies, a
tedious process followed by a dunk in cold
water to set the color. Others trade formu-
las online for extracting ink from Sharpie
cartridges to mix with alcohol for a dunk.
Cosplay.com has threads dedicated to the
task.

• What about your own hair? One guy
used a Sharpie to mask a gray patch in his
beard.

• Grab a basic round Christmas tree ball
and carefully detach the hook and metal
thing at the hole. Cut a toilet paper roll
longways and wrap it around a drill bit.
Work the cardboard-encased bit into the
ball’s hole and fasten the other end of the
bit to a power drill. Hold the drill with the
ball attached in one hand, grab a Sharpie
with the other. As the drill turns the ball,
touch the pen to the ball for a swirly design
as the ball spins.

• A guy once used a Sharpie for the pin of
a trailer hitch after the losing the real one.
He was hauling a large grill. Others color-
customize golf balls and fishing tackle.
They’re also handy for opening wine bottles
without a corkscrew (push in).

• Nothing says repurposed like a Sharpie.
Reclaim an old lazy susan with a base coat
from a paint Sharpie and a design with finer
points, followed by a light spritz of sealer for
protection. Or buy an inexpensive white
lampshade and create a design.

• Darn, your hem’s down and there’s no
duct tape in sight. Grab a stapler and have at
it, covering the glittery metal with the right
hue.

• Make your Xbox360 console or con-
troller your own using the paint markers
and finer points for designs.

• Professional tile maker Linda Ellett in
Rock City Falls, N.Y., lays out large mosaic
patterns by putting a piece of plastic over her
design on paper for tracing. She then places
the plastic over clay slabs and fills in the
design with Sharpies, leaving an imprint so
she knows where to cut and has a record of
her colors.

Ellett did an artful series of biographi-
cal tiles called “Day in the Life,” including
one featuring her favorite Sharpie. The
ode led her, too, to the company’s official
fan squad.

“I’m a two-termer,” she joked. “I haven’t
met anybody who doesn’t love Sharpies.”

SHARPIE
FROM PAGE 1

L.A. clinic owner, doctors
charged in Medicare scam

SEE CAVE PAGE 6

Mom Caves: updated
rooms of one’s own
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Scare tactics 
Editor:

For the past several days my phone has been ringing
off the hook with somewhat threatening calls from out-
of-state callers about Measures Y and YY. They have
been making false claims that our police and fire serv-
ices will be cut if I don’t vote for a sales tax to gener-
ate funds for our school district. I’m truly puzzled.
What does police and fire service have to do with
money for our schools? If our school district is so
broke, why does it allow 1,200 out-of-district permit
students? Sure proponents of permit students point to
the fact that the state gives us $6,500 per pupil, but
we spend $10,500 per pupil for a net cost of $4,000
per pupil or $4.8 million per year. If the schools are
supposedly so broke and can’t provide basic instruc-
tion, why in the world would the City Council even con-
sider spending $57 million on a new Santa Monica High
School athletic facility? How about spending it on
teaching basic subjects and not raising taxes. If the Y
and YY supporters spent as much effort trying to raise
donations and come up with new ways to reduce
expenses as they have on this shameless, dirty cam-
paign, just think what they could have accomplished.

Jaime Gomez
Santa Monica

A supposition 
Editor:

This is an open letter to all of you who are drinking
the Measure Y Kool-Aid.

For years now we’ve heard the doom and gloom
advocates tell us that if we didn’t shell out more money
for the schools here in Santa Monica, we’d lose the
music programs, sports programs and all manner of
other curricula offered to our kids. Like lemmings being
led over the cliff, we marched to the polls and approved
millions of dollars for school funding (K-12 and the col-
lege) only to be hit up yet again every couple of years.

Now we’re being asked to approve a half-cent raise
in the sales tax rate to “save our schools.” But here’s
something to ponder … the 800 pound gorilla, if you
will: What’s to keep Sacramento from cutting their con-
tribution to our local schools by exactly the same
amount that Measure Y will raise?

I think we need to find out if that supposition is
accurate before we blindly add another tax burden,
especially in this economy. I’d hate to find out that
instead of helping our schools, we were led over a cliff
yet again and only succeeded in funding some other
Sacramento boondoggle.

Barry Barker
Santa Monica

Street sweepers just 
as bad as leaf blowers 
Editor:

I have just finished reading the leaf blower enforce-
ment law as published. I suggest that the city look to
its own … street sweeping operations. On my walks I
have observed the amount of dust thrown into the air
because the street sweepers  have not used a spritz of
water to contain the fallout. Thus, dust and dirt are
thrown up to land back onto sidewalks, cars, etc.
Perhaps they should discontinue the machines and use
brooms instead.

Helen Porter
Santa Monica 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Send comments to editor@smdp.com 

Q. I READ IN THE PAPER A FEW WEEKS
ago that the law and the enforcement of the
anti-leaf blower ordinance will be changing.
What are the changes?  

A. Recently City Hall updated the anti-
leaf blower ordinance. Originally created in
1991, the leaf blower law has gone through
several updates and revisions. The most cur-
rent revision renews City Hall’s commit-
ment to effectively stopping the use of leaf
blowers within the city. The revised law steps
up enforcement activity, adds a training and
education component, makes more people
and/or businesses responsible for violations,
and recognizes the primary problem with
leaf blowers is the environmental damage
they cause both from the tailpipe emissions
and the dust they create. As before, both gas
and electric blowers are illegal. In addition to
the individual gardener/operator, now the
landscape company employing the gardener,
the owner of the property, the management
company responsible for a property, and/or
the homeowners association for a property
will be warned or cited as well.

Currently the police department’s aver-
age response time to a citizen complaint of a
leaf blower is about 24 minutes. Typically
when an officer arrives on scene the violator
is usually done or gone. To improve effec-
tiveness the primary responsibility of
enforcement of the leaf blower law will shift
from the SMPD to City Hall’s Office of
Sustainability and the Environment (OSE).
All calls regarding leaf blowers made to the
police department will be referred to OSE
who will send an enforcement specialist.
Even if the offending gardener is done or
gone when they arrive, OSE will follow up
with citations to the related property owners
and landscaping companies. OSE personnel
will track complaints and, relying on the fact
that gardeners typically go to the same prop-
erty on the same day at the same time,
proactively go to locations where complaints
have been received and intercept offenders.
Police officers can and will continue to issue
citations for leaf blower violations they
observe, however, administrative actions to
property owners and landscape companies
will be handled and tracked solely by OSE.
The police department and OSE will work
cooperatively to address any enforcement
problems that arise.

Education and training will become a sig-
nificant facet of the revised enforcement.
Education will include mailers included in
appropriate city literature, an educational
website, and leaf blower awareness training
added to existing City Hall-sponsored garden-
er training classes. Water is not a good alterna-

tive to a blower. It’s a huge waste of a precious
commodity and it’s illegal. Alternatives to
blowers are wide push brooms, rakes, and
manual leaf sweeping machines. Mechanical
leaf vacuums are legal and becoming more
and more commercially available.

When you observe a leaf blower viola-
tion, note the day, date, time, and exact
address where the offense is occurring.
Obtain a description of the person using the
blower and the associated vehicle. Take a pic-
ture if possible. Immediately call or e-mail
the OSE with the information (see below). If
you call you may have to leave a message. All
reports will be investigated. For maximum
efficiency it is critical that the address where
the offense is occurring is correct; even if the
gardener is not present the owner or man-
agement company of the property can still
be cited. Your personal information will be
protected to the fullest extent of the law. If
you chose to remain anonymous it may limit
the swiftness and severity of remedial action
that can be taken. Never confront or contact
a gardener using a leaf blower.

City Hall’s new comprehensive approach
to the enforcement of leaf blower violations
will result in cleaner air and effective, long-
term abatement to their use. The key to
making this work is prompt and effective
reporting of observed violations.

Leaf Blower Hotline: (310) 458-4952.
e-mail: environment@smgov.net.
Web: www.sustainablesm.org/leafblower
GO System: www.smgov.net/go 

COMMUNITY EVENT 
Remember the Santa Monica Police

Activities League (PAL) will be hosting their
annual, “Palloween” event at Barker Hanger
at the Santa Monica Airport. It is a great
alternative to trick-or-treating and is much
more fun. Admission is free. For more infor-
mation see the SMPD website at www.santa-
monicapd.org.

CRIME PREVENTION TIPS OF THE WEEK
Over the past few months there has been

a slight increase in the number of thefts
from automobiles in Santa Monica. Most of
the incidents involve unlocked vehicles. To
protect your valuables:

• Lock your vehicle (even if you will only
be away momentarily)!

• Remove all of your belongings from the
vehicle.

This column was prepared by NNRROO  AADDAAMM
GGWWAARRTTZZ  (Beat 5: Montana Avenue to north city
limits, Ocean Avenue to 26th Street). He can be
reached at (424) 200-0685 or
adam.gwartz@smgov.net.

NRO Adam Gwartz Send comments to editor@smdp.com

On the Beat

Low-down on leaf blower enforcement 
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The Pretenders Studio believes in a healthy body image, positive attitude and the power to communicate through creativity.

www.thepretendersstudio.com

BRAND

NEW

FACILITY

BALLET, JAZZ, HIP HOP, AND TAP

3-4 Year Old Classes 
Early Afternoon Classes

Teen and Adult classes are open for enrollment!

DANCE CLASSES
NOW REGISTERING

1635 16th Street, Santa Monica CA 90404 • (310) 450-1800

In the DARK 
about your lighting options?

SANTA MONICA WHOLESALE LIGHTING & ELECTRICAL
1631 COLORADO AVE, SANTA MONICA, CA  |  310-829-3888

Email:  SMLIGHTING@HOTMAIL.COM |  MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 7-5 PM

VISIT OUR BEAUTIFUL SHOWROOM
SPECIALIZING IN ARCHITECTURAL AND MODERN DESIGN

Go where the locals go for all 
their lighting & electrical needs

Mention SMDP 
& receive 20% off

THERE ARE SO MANY THINGS IN LIFE
that we know are inevitable, but we still go
through the motions and play things out.
You have a blind date and in the first minute,
you know it’s not going to work out. Do you
say, “Thanks, anyway” and walk away? Of
course not. You waste three or four hours,
and then walk away. Wouldn’t it be better if
it were acceptable for people to acknowledge
things like that ahead of time, instead of
waiting for the end? 

At least two candidates for the U.S. Senate
are apparently proponents of this philoso-
phy and don’t believe in waiting for the
inevitable. In Nevada, Republican Sharron
Angle and Democrat Harry Reid are neck
and neck in the pre-election polls. So they
are already working on their recount strate-
gies.

Angle has taken the “why wait for the
inevitable to happen” way of thinking a step
further. She’s asked her supporters to donate
$80,000 to her campaign to help with legal
fees to protest next week’s election because
of fraud and other illegal activities that
haven’t happened yet. She said, “Harry Reid
intends to steal this election if he can’t win it
outright.” Like with the blind date, Angle
evidently knows what’s going to happen
before it happens.

This attitude is not as crazy as it sounds
when it comes to politics. Certain things are
completely predictable: Candidates will kiss
babies, wrap themselves in the flag, and
promise whatever they have to promise to
get elected. They will say something stupid
in the campaign, and then claim they were
misquoted. They will accept campaign con-
tributions from whoever wants to make
them while decrying the idea of “buying” an
election. And there will definitely be a guy in
a beer-stained T-shirt at a campaign rally for
them holding a sign that has a misspelled
word on it — like “libirty.”

Politics isn’t the only arena where the
inevitable is predictable. Sports is another
one. You know that the Monday morning
sports section will have more stories about
athletes breaking the law than athletes
breaking world records. A player fresh out of
college who says, “I like the game so much,
I’d play it for free” will hold out for millions
of dollars. On the first day of the baseball
season, we Cub fans know that the Cubs are
not going to win the World Series. Why
should we have to suffer through 162 games?

Can’t we just call the season over on day one? 
When you water your plants outside, why

not just soak your shoes first, instead of
waiting for it to happen? When you take a
vacation with the whole family, you know
there’s going to be at least one moment
when everybody screams at each other. Why
don’t you start the vacation yelling at your
family, get it out of the way, and then go
down to the pool? When you’re in a restau-
rant, don’t bother wasting everyone’s time
by asking the waiter if the filleted fish really
doesn’t have any bones. Of course it has
bones, and at least one of them is going to
get caught in your throat.

So it’s quite possible that Sharron Angle
has tapped into something that resonates
with all of us: when you know how some-
thing’s going to end, just cut to the chase.
However, if this movement really catches
on, all politicians should be warned of a
very real possibility. Even before they’re
elected, a Congressional committee will be
formed to investigate the future illegal
activities that they are going to engage in
after the election. Why wait for the
inevitable?

LLLLOOYYDD  GGAARRVVEERR  has written for many televi-
sion shows, ranging from “Sesame Street” to
“Family Ties” to “Home Improvement” to
“Frasier.” He has also read many books, some
of them in hardcover. He can be reached at
lloydgarver@gmail.com. Check out his web-
site at lloydgarver.com and his podcasts on
iTunes.

Lloyd Garver Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Modern Times

Who won next week?

SO IT’S QUITE POSSIBLE
THAT SHARRON ANGLE

HAS TAPPED INTO
SOMETHING THAT
RESONATES WITH 

ALL OF US: WHEN YOU
KNOW HOW SOMETHING’S
GOING TO END, JUST CUT

TO THE CHASE.



It’s different from the quintessential
“man cave,” where men do manly, messy
and sporty things, often involving a reclin-
er. Griffin notes, “Mom Caves are fun,
frankly feminine spaces, and they’re per-
sonalized.”

Here’s what you need for your Mom
Cave: a place to sit, storage space, an area to
do what you want to do, and room for occa-
sional visitors.

“Organizing your stuff makes your

space feel bigger. I love bookcases — you
can hide in plain sight,” says Griffin.
Colorful boxes and file folders work well;
group an array of favorite photos in fun
frames on the shelves.

Griffin has a penchant for color — the
mini-rooms she created for Homegoods
were lively and welcoming. A reading
corner with chaise and bookcases was
painted vibrant fuchsia. A closet had
been transformed into a tiny yet func-
tional office, swathed in a warm caramel
hue and accented with dramatic touches
such as rattan lamps and black furnish-
ings, including a chair with a nice wide

seat.
No extra rooms available? Griffin sug-

gests turning a stair landing into a mini-
sanctuary using narrow console tables, a
luxurious rug, and a couple of armchairs.

These spaces aren’t exclusive to women
with families underfoot; all ages appreciate
what Virginia Woolf termed “a room of
one’s own.” In her social circle of women
age 60-plus, Barbara McDonald of Nova
Scotia, Canada, says the “getaway room” is
no longer needed but such a space still
serves many purposes. “It’s invaluable as a
project room. Close the door and leave the
mess for next time,” she says.

Since you don’t share it, you’ve got more
freedom with the Cave to play with unusual
wallpaper and accessories, create a Zen-like
refuge or, like Atlanta-based Robyn Freedman,
revisit your childhood room. Freedman, who
runs a creative think tank, has even got a name
for her space: the Hobbit Hole.

“My room’s purple with green polka
dots. It’s got all kinds of silly things from
my childhood — my light bulb collec-
tion, Dr. Seuss books and college letter-
man blanket. Lots of goofy stuff and
everything makes me smile,” she laughs.

And that, of course, is the best reason of
all for a Mom Cave.

Eventually, McKnight separated from the
man who had abused her, but with no source
of income and a baby on the way, McKnight
was left in a difficult situation.

“I had to hit rock bottom,” McKnight, 35,
said. “When you hit that bottom, you have
no choice but to do things differently.”

McKnight has come a long way since her
days on the streets. She’s employed and has
created a stable living environment for her
4-year-old daughter.

“Really all it takes is one person to believe
in you and take an interest in you — to
believe that you are capable of doing some-
thing that you can not see at the moment,”
said McKnight.

She was one of 25 individuals honored on
Oct. 29 at the 15th annual Westside Shelter
& Hunger Coalition’s Celebrating Success
Breakfast, an event recognizing the accom-
plishments of formerly homeless individuals
and community organizations dedicated to

alleviating the problem.
“Many of our honorees are people who

have been scorned or shunned, and not rec-
ognized for a long time or ever at all. So it’s
wonderful to be in a room with 500 people
acknowledging you as a person,” said John
Maceri, chairperson of the coalition and
executive director of Ocean Park
Community Center (OPCC).

“[Winning the award is] something I can’t
put in words. People had a standing ovation for
us. Me, who was taking baths in the ocean two
years ago,wearing the same clothes for five to six
days. Me, who panhandled and wasn’t a good
mother,” said Robin Higginbotham, 56, who
was nominated by the CLARE Foundation, a
community center for the homeless.

Two years ago, Higginbotham never
imagined that she would love herself.

“I was busted and disgusted and couldn’t
be trusted,” said Higginbotham, who has had
a long history of alcoholism and family vio-
lence. “I can look in the mirror and say, ‘I
love you Robin,’ … I could never do it
before. I never thought I was worthy.”

At the awards ceremony, Common

Ground, a HIV community center, and Step
Up on Second, a nonprofit center dedicated
to helping mentally ill homeless people, were
awarded $5,409 under the Marianne Dorn
Memorial Dolphin Change grant.

“We are so happy to be able to continue
to do this work,” Maceri said. “[We] really
feel honored to be part of a community that
really does value the lives of all of us, includ-
ing homeless people.”

After losing her home in 2007, McKnight
sought help at a maternity shelter in Venice,
which eventually referred her to Upward
Bound House. The organization provided
her an apartment to raise her baby and case
management services. Today, she works as
the director of community affairs at the Los
Angeles Center for Positive Change and
rents a one-bedroom apartment, where she
raises her 4-year-old daughter.

Tina Hill, a case manager at Upward
Bound House, believes that McKnight sets
an encouraging example.

“I’m just a bystander, rooting her on,
being her biggest fan, just doing my regular
daily job,” said Hill, who was assigned to

McKnight. “It’s very moving, the fact that
she actually did all the work.”

In addition to the support at Upward
Bound House, McKnight cites the desire to
become a role model for her daughter as a
primary motivation.

When her name was called in the last
group of honorees, McKnight, in a red dress
and flowers in her hair, spoke about how the
support she received helped her finish her
master’s degree in clinical psychology and
move into her own place.

“There is nothing like being able to walk
in the world with your head held high …
and to be in touch with one’s dignity, regard-
less of where you come from, where you’ve
been or where you’re going,” she said.

After the ceremony, McKnight was sur-
rounded by attendees offering hugs and con-
gratulations.

A woman who had waited patiently for
McKnight’s attention said, “You had my
whole table crying.”

For more information, westsideshelter.org.

news@smdp.com.
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“IT IS A SHAME THERE AREN’T MORE
challengers running. Anyone new couldn’t
do much worse than our current tax- and
union-supporting incumbents. Santa
Monica let’s clean up our government as
much as possible this election and get
some fresh councilors into City Hall.
Given their past performance, I wouldn’t
be comfortable if I were one of the incum-
bents. Cody, Wyner and Kronovet have my
vote.”

“PAM O’CONNOR IS MOST VULNERABLE
to being knocked off the council. Ted
Winterer is the challenger who deserves a
seat. Vote for Ted and   bring some new ener-
gy to the council.”

“BASED ON WHAT I’VE READ ABOUT
O’Connor and O’Day on smclc.net, they are
both very vulnerable. Winterer and Hartley
are the two challengers with the best chances
of replacing them.”

“I EARLIER WROTE ABOUT MY VIEW OF
the most vulnerable council seat for the
four-year term as being O’Connor and I
meant to add that  Winterer is the best
qualified and the most likely to unseat
her. For the two-year term I think O’Day
should be the most vulnerable based on
his opposition to the 2008 grass roots
LUCE initiative that would have limited
growth, expansion and traffic. His sup-
posed credential as an environmentalist
would be amusing if it were not so dis-
heartening. I have been an environmen-
talist since before O’Day was born and
have watched the movement degenerate,
for the most part, into “empire building,”
where all that matters is creating a bloat-
ed, top heavy organization skilled at and
dedicated to fund raising and little else.
O’Day’s (and side kick O’Connor’s) sup-
port of developers, have all but gutted
any real possibility of effective action to
save Santa Monica, or the planet, any
time soon. Removing them (and those
like them) could give us half a chance at
succeeding. I believe Susan Hartley has
the strongest likelihood of unseating
O’Day, and she comes to us with honest
limited growth and environmental cre-
dentials, as well as a breadth of experi-
ence and skills unmatched by any of her
rivals.”

“THE MOST VULNERABLE INCUMBENT
for a four-year seat is Pam O’Connor. Ted
Winterer likely will replace her. The most
vulnerable incumbent for a two-year seat is
Terry O’Day. Susan   Hartley likely will
replace him.”

“TED WINTERER IS GOING TO UPSET
Pam O’Connor. Santa Monicans are on to
Pam. We know she takes money from devel-
opers, then votes on projects they like and
residents don’t. We know our traffic has got-
ten worse because Pam is looking out for
developers and ignoring residents. We’re
also on to Ted. We know he supports respon-
sible growth and holding developers
accountable for agreements they make with
the city. We know he will look out for the
best interests of residents.”

“SUSAN HARTLEY WILL OUST TERRY O’DAY,
the best friend developers have ever had.
Santa Monicans are tired of Terry claim-
ing environmental chops and doing every-
thing he can to let developers exploit our
city and bring an unlimited amount of
traffic to our clogged streets. We know
Susan will be a voice for residents, not for
developers.”

“IN THE FOUR-YEAR RACE, I THINK TED
Winterer will replace Pam O’Connor. In the
two-year race, I think Susan Hartley will
replace Terry O’Day.”

“NOT IN THIS ELECTION, BUT WHEN MAYOR
Bobby Shriver is up for reelection he will
most definitely lose. Mayor Shriver does
not support Santa Monica schools. He
sends his child to an expensive private
school. He has publicly made statements
against the important school funding
measures Y and YY. He will lose to any
challenger who runs against him in the
next election cycle.”

“TERRY O’DAY AND GLEAM DAVIS ARE
the most vulnerable because our City
Council appointed them without regard to
the wishes of Santa Monica residents and
ignored any attempted input from those res-
idents. Susan Hartley and Robert Kronovet
should make excellent replacements. Pam
O’Connor has been on the council way too
long and her loyalty to Santa Monica resi-
dents is suspect. She should be replaced by
Ted Winterer.”

“I BELIEVE TED WINTERER COULD UPSET
Bob Holbrook and probably will.”

“IT WOULD BE NICE TO SEE A CHANGE ON
the City Council and if Pam O’Connor’s
tenure came to an end that certainly would
be a healthy breath of fresh air on the City
Council. There is a number of challengers
who would bring a better perspective to the
city.”

“I AM HOPING THAT ALL INCUMBENTS
will be upset by challengers but since I don’t
have that much faith in our voters I shall be
happy if at least Winterer and Rubin are
upsetters for four-year terms and Hartley for
a two-year term.”

P R O U D LY  B R O U G H T  T O  Y O U  B Y

UPSET AT THE BALLOT BOX
With Election Day nearly upon us, we couldn’t help but wonder if there was an upset in
the making in the Santa Monica City Council races.

This past week, Q-line asked:
Which incumbent council member do you think is most vulnerable to being upset by a
challenger? And if so, which challenger do you think has the goods to pull off a victory?
Here are your responses:
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Santa Monica-Malibu Classroom Teachers •  Santa Monica Firefighters •  Santa Monica Police Officers Association •  League of Conservation Voters of Los Angeles
League of Women Voters of Santa Monica •  PTA Council •  Santa Monica City Council •  Santa Monica-Malibu Board of Education

Santa Monica College Board of Trustees •  Santa Monica-Malibu Education Foundation •  Santa Monica-Malibu Board of Education •  Santa Monicans for Renters’ Rights
California Democratic Party •  LEAD (Leadership, Effectiveness, Accountability, Direction for Santa Monica-Malibu •  Public Schools)

CEPS- Community for Excellent Public Schools •  Friends of Sunset Park, Board of Directors •  Church in Ocean Park •  Ocean Park Association 
Wilshire Montana Neighborhood Coalition •  Sheila Kuehl, Former State Senator •  Julia Brownley, State Assemblymember

For a full list of supporters and the facts:  www.yesonyandyysantamonica.com
Committee to Protect Our Community and Schools, PO Box 585, Santa Monica, CA 90404

"Y and YY are critical to 
protecting vital city services and 

Santa Monica schools by
guaranteeing local funding that 

Sacramento can't grab."
Kevin McKeown

Councilmember

Democrats and Republicans, renters and homeowners, business people and 

environmentalists, teachers, police and firefighters say YES on Y + YY

"Yes on Y and YY is the best way for
Santa Monicans to protect our community
from deepening state budget cuts and to

prevent serious losses to all the great
services that make our city so special."

Sheila Kuehl
State Senator (For.)

Santa Monicans
Unite to SUPPORT

• Fiscal Efficiency

• Smart Growth

• Preparing, 
Strengthening 
and Celebrating 
Our Community

(310) 829-7283
2632 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica, CA 90403 

www.mathnasium.com/santamonica

The group behind the flier employed a
similar tactic in its earlier “public safety slate
mailer,” which made unauthorized use of the
police and firefighters associations’ logos
and featured four of the groups’ endorsees,
but not McKeown, who also earned the
endorsement of cops and firefighters.

It was still unclear on Friday who was
financially supporting the group. The group
has registered as a slate mailer organization
with the Secretary of State’s Office, but no
financial disclosure documents were avail-
able by deadline Friday.

The group’s president, Fred Huebscher,
on Friday again declined to provide infor-
mation about the groups’ donors but insist-
ed the organization had obeyed campaign
disclosure laws.

A professional political consultant,
Huebscher is managing the campaigns of
Pam O’Connor and Gleam Davis.

A complaint about the group’s financial
disclosure practices filed by the group the
Santa Monica Coalition for a Livable City

this week was referred to the California Fair
Political Practices Commission, according to
City Hall.

The FPPC did not provide an update on
the status of the complaint by deadline
Friday.

nickt@smdp.com

MAILER
FROM PAGE 1

IF THEY’RE
GOING TO USE

OUR NAME, THEY NEED
TO USE OUR [COMPLETE]

ENDORSEMENTS, AND
THEY SHOULD, OUT OF

COMMON COURTESY, ASK
OUR PERMISSION.”

Rebecca Kennerly,
CEPS chair
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(213) 482-1567 
nowlegalonline.com

Celebrating  
40 Years

*CALL US FOR DETAILS

2 4 - H O U R  A T T O R N E Y  S E R V I C E

* Get a FREE Lunch with every 10 Deliveries

• Rush Messenger Service
• Rush Court Filings
• Licensed Process Servers
• Mobile Notaries
• Mobile Copy Service
• Drivers Equipped with a Handheld 

Radio for Immediate Contact

NO SALES TAX INCREASE
10.25% is TOO HIGH

DON’T RAISE SALES TAX TO 10.25%

YOU WILL PAY MORE FOR LOCAL SHOPPING

www.TheyAreFoolingYou.com

Vital services are safe
“... we don’t want there to be a fear that 

services will be lost if this measure does not

pass. That is not true. (Saying) your 911 service,

your emergency service is at risk is not true.”

Residents should not bear the 
burden of the City’s over-spending
“Because we have not managed the cost side of

the budget well enough, I don’t think it’s the right

time to ask the people for more tax revenue.”

Bobby Shriver
Santa Monica Mayor

City does not need the money
“I really think this is not a very good idea at

this time to go forward with a flat tax in this

manner. I have yet to see with all the things

going on within the City of Santa Monica the

urgent need for this fee.”

Mark Gold,
President of Heal the Bay
Title for Identification Only

Prop Y is harmful to residents
“This is a regressive tax that hurts renters

and all Santa Monica consumers.

The City Council should increase funding 

for our schools from their annual budget 

of 1/2 billion dollars" 

Robert Kronovet,
Santa Monica Rent Board Commissioner

PAID for by Citizens Against Prop Y 2010 ID #1331747

Day Care•  Grooming•  Pet Photography

Professional Pet Photography
Book session receive 15%

same day RETAIL Purchase

2709 B Santa Monica Blvd 

310-310-3567

Merv Hecht Send comments to editor@smdp.com

The Re-View

I LIKE A RESTAURANT WITH PERSONALITY,
so that when I think of that restaurant a partic-
ular dish comes to mind. Nowhere is that more
true than at Le Saint Amour in Culver City.

Yes, it’s French. And I mean really French,
like you can go there and not speak a word of
English and do just fine, if you speak French.
And if you look on the Internet you will see a
lot of complaints about the staff being a bit
haughty and unfriendly. That’s very French.
And yes, there is a varied menu with loup de
mer (sea bass), steak frites (always the most
popular dish in French restaurants, probably
because of the “French” fries), poulet roti with
spinach and mushrooms, salmon, moules and
the ham and cheese “Croque Monsieur” that I
lived on when I was a student in Paris. These
dishes are made in the on-site kitchen by a
couple of young men that love what they do.

But I’ve never sampled any of these dishes.
I go to Saint Amour for one reason only: the
charcuterie maison. Not only is it the best in
town, it rivals that of many restaurants in
Paris (that’s as in France). The charcuterie is
made by the owner Bruno Herve-
Commereuc in his own kitchen, from which
he supplies this restaurant, a few others, and
private customers. You can buy it from his
website, www.locharcuterie.com, and check
out the restaurant at www.lesaintamour.com.

I start with the terrine de foie gras,with toast-
ed brioche (I usually order extra brioche) and
mesclun salad. The foie gras is as good as it gets,
and the salad has a lively lemon dressing that
contrasts well with the richness of the foie gras.

I move on to the assiette de charcuterie,
an assortment of pates and terrines. There is

usually a country pate, a lean pork rillette,
and a chicken pate en croute. Each is deli-
cious and has its own flavors.

I end with the Lyonnais sausage on a bed of
warm lentils cooked in a port wine sauce. It’s
just like in Lyon, except the lentils are better.

Of course that’s too much food for one
person, but just right for two. And this rich
flavorful food cries out for a good Rhone
wine. My friend Harvey and I usually split a
bottle of Cote de Rhone La Deveze ($10 by
the glass, $37 for the bottle — so we save at
least $3 by buying the bottle and get three
glasses each). But there are other wines on the
list that I have my eye on: a Gigondas from
2007, a Faugeres from 2000, and a Saumur
Champigny Cabernet franc from 2006. In
other words, there’s plenty to drink, and this
is one of the few restaurants in town where
you can get a really good glass of wine for $10.

Although the interior is small and very
plain, there is a lovely patio.

Our bill for this feast runs about $35 for the
food, $37 for the wine, and $13 tip, total $85. It’s
a treat that I only allow myself once a month or
so, for this many calories and this many dollars,
but — as my doctor says — “living well and
enjoying life is good for your health.”

Authentic dishes, ambiance that is tres Parisian
If You Go
Le Saint Amour
9725 Culver Blvd., Culver City, Calif., 90232
(310) 842-8155; 
e-mail: lestamour@gmail.com.
Open Monday — Thursday 11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m., 5:30
p.m. — 9:30 p.m.; Friday 11:30 a.m. — 3 p.m., 5 p.m.
—10:30 p.m.; Weekends 5 p.m. —10:30 p.m.
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FACT:
Ford is delivering exclusive new technology that 
helps improve everyday driving needs, such as 
changing lanes and backing out of parking spaces.
BLIS (Blind Spot Information System) with 
Cross-Traffic Alert utilizes radar to detect a vehicle in
the defined blind spot (in forward gears) and to alert
the driver of cross-path traffic while in reverse.

FACT:
Ford is introducing MyKey, a key that parents can 
program to set top speed and audio volume limits to
encourage safer driving by teens. MyKey, one of AAA's
"Top 10 Picks for New Vehicle Technology," is standard
on the 2010 Ford Escape XLT, Limited and Hybrid;
Flex, Focus, Taurus, Lincoln MKT and 
Mercury Mariner.

FACT:
Ford pioneered the Personal Safety System, a suite
of seven saftey technologies, including dual-stage

front airbags and a passenger sensing system. 
In milliseconds, it helps determine the severity 
of a crash and how the airbags deploy, depending 
on passenger weight and other variables.

“ C O M E  I N  A N D  T E S T  D R I V E  O U R  E N V I R O N M E N T A L L Y  F R I E N D L Y  V E H I C L E S ”

1230 Santa Monica Blvd., Santa Monica, CA 90404  |  www.smford.com |  (310) 451-1588

Ron Davis
Owner
General Manager

Find us on 
Facebook

TO SEE WHAT'S BEHIND YOU,
GO WITH THE COMPANY THAT LOOKS AHEAD.
TO SEE WHAT'S BEHIND YOU,
GO WITH THE COMPANY THAT LOOKS AHEAD.

Dr May’s Veterinary House Calls
Convenient veterinary service in the Comfort of your own HOME

ARMAITI MAY, DVM
50%off 1st exam 

*does not include house call charge

Vaccines • Exams • Blood Work • Acupuncture • Other Services
www.drmayvethousecalls.com 310.614.3530

MANY OF YOU HAVE KIDS RIDING
school buses and a crash of one of the behe-
moths Monday in Los Angeles involved a
fatality and raised many of the important
issues facing communities with the big yel-
low buses and how to keep them — and the
kids inside — as safe as possible.

Apparently a 17-year-old boy was driving
a BMW when he hit and killed an elderly
man walking in the crosswalk. He then
swerved, ramming the school bus, which
toppled onto its side. The teen and his  pas-
sengers fled the scene but were apprehended
a short time later. Twenty students suffered
minor injuries.

Here are just some of the issues which
came to mind immediately after hearing
about the crash, and this first one should be
raised by all parents, at the least:

1) The crash took place at one of L.A.’s
busiest, most legendary intersections, First
and Soto streets. Given our recent discussion

here of the admitted failure by the city of Los
Angeles of their red light cameras to either
slow accidents or even raise money at
equipped intersections, we should all ask:
Were there cameras at this intersection?
They could offer a non-debatable record of
the wreck itself, which could include the
BMW running the red light, hitting and
killing the pedestrian and then flipping the
bus. Or was the placement of red light cam-
eras in this neighborhood decided on a
political, not statistical basis, as the LAPD
and L.A. City Council has already admitted?
Seems to me all the parties involved should
get inundated with questions like these.

2) Were there seat belts on the bus?
3) Why are school bus seat belts not man-

dated by the government in every state?
4) How can a 3-series BMW, the second-

smallest sold in the U.S., flip over a much
more massive school bus?

5) What are the roof crash and crush

standards, rollover standards and other exte-
rior wreck standards mandated for school
buses and how can we compare them to
standards for, say, SUVs and other full-size
SUVs and/or large crossovers? And are these
standards available in plain English, not gov-
ernment legalese?

There are many other questions I’m certain
you can easily come up with and comments
you’d like to make; please share them here and
with your local school districts. Perhaps we
can start a national movement, or at least a
local dialogue about school bus safety.

Did you know there are school bus seat
belts mandated by law in very few parts of
the country, and those are always local rules?

To find out why, in a 2006 study, the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration decided
to not order them nationally go to
www.nhtsa.org and search for “seat belt on
school buses.” It’s information you may find
very surprising and definitely interesting.

Then there’s another report, coinciden-
tally released this week, from the
Washington Post as reported by the
Associated Press: “School buses are safe
enough without seat belts and students in
many cases ignore a requirement to wear
them, according to a study in Alabama

released Monday that found the straps
would save the life of about one child every
eight years.”

Millions of kids ride them every day and
their parents (and most other people simply
on the road) worry about the drivers, the
buses themselves and of course, the safety of
the students on-board. Yet we still see drivers
blatantly passing school buses parked in the
middle of the street, its red lights flashing,
off- or on-loading students. Even the simple
message about stopping when the bus’ red
lights are flashing has not gotten through.

In the world of transportation, protecting
these kids should be among our top priori-
ties. Even if the number of injuries and
deaths is quite small, we should investigate
to see if the buses could be made even safer.
We all scream about what’s going on in the
classrooms around our country, and rightly
so, but what about how the kids get to and
from school as they ride these buses?

That’s what’s important. Right?

SSTTEEVVEE  PPAARRKKEERR  is a two-time Emmy Award-win-
ner who has covered the world’s auto industry
and motor racing for over 35 years. Contact
Steve through his own automotive issues web-
site at www.SteveParkerMotoring.com.

Steve Parker Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Tornante

School kids need to buckle up 
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TERRY COLLINS
Associated Press

STOCKTON, Calif. A teenage boy who stumbled
into a Northern California health club nearly
two years ago almost naked with a chain shack-
led to his ankle testified Friday that a neighbor
cut him with a knife, lit his pants on fire and
beat him unconscious with a boxing glove.

In his first public appearance since then,
Kyle Ramirez, 18, took the witness stand and
described the abuses he said he suffered at
the hands of defendant Anthony Waiters and
others while being held captive from January
to December 2008.

They “would just hit me. My back, my
head. Basically everywhere,” Ramirez testified.

Stunned jurors shook their heads as the
teen gave his riveting testimony in San
Joaquin County Superior Court.

Waiters, 31, is one of four people accused
of torturing Ramirez and holding him cap-
tive in a Tracy, Calif., home. Waiters has
pleaded not guilty to aggravated mayhem,
torture, kidnapping and false imprisonment
involving the teen.

Michael Schumacher, his wife Kelly Layne
Lau and the teen’s then-legal guardian Caren
Ramirez have pleaded guilty to charges that
included use of a deadly weapon and causing
great bodily injury to a child. They could face at
least 30 years in prison when sentenced Dec. 6.

Kyle Ramirez testified that shortly before
Thanksgiving 2008, Waiters beat and
burned him.

“They were all just laughing at me

because I was trying to put the fire out,” said
Ramirez. The teen recounted other acts of
cruelty, alleging Waiters once got a knife
from the kitchen and cut his arm while
Ramirez and Lau held him down.

“They cut my arm and poured bleach on
it. It burned,” he said.

Caren Ramirez then put salt and butter
on his arm and it was later wrapped in clear
tape, he said.

In another incident, Waiters burned him
with a metal baseball bat that had been heat-
ed in the fireplace to which Ramirez was
often chained, the teen testified.

He recalled getting hit in the head so much
that his tormentors would use wax or super
glue to stop the bleeding or close the wounds.

The emaciated teen managed to escape in
December 2008 and run in boxer shorts to a
gym behind the house where he was held.

He said he had unchained himself after
getting Schumacher’s 2-year-old son to get
him a set of keys that Schumacher left
around the house.

He said he escaped after Lau came home
and caught him grabbing something to eat
from the kitchen while he was unchained.

Kyle Ramirez fled after Schumacher and
Waiters said they were going to kill him,
“chop me up and throw me in the delta,” he
testified. He ran to the backyard, jumped on
a trampoline onto a wooden fence, hopped
over it and ran to the fitness center.

“I knew it was now or never,” he said. “I
thought I was probably going to die that
night.”

Teen testifies about abuse
at California torture trial
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Board Certified Plastic & Reconstructive Surgeon
CONVENIENTLY LOCATED IN SANTA MONICA

Michael Zarrabi, M.D.

2221 Lincoln Blvd. | Suite 100
Santa Monica, California 90405

www.DrZarrabi.com
(310) 392-5550
Office Hours: 9 AM – 5:30 PM M-F 

Specializing in:

FACIAL REJUVENATION

• Face Lift / Neck Lift
• Eyelid & Eyebrow Rejuvenation
• Nose Surgery
• Dermal Fillers

BODY CONTOURING

• Breast Augmentation
• Breast Lift
• Male Breast Reduction
• Tummy Tuck
• Liposuction
• Skin Reduction Surgery

Breast Augmentation $3900*

FREE Botox,Buy 20 Units, Get 10 Free

20%off
Cosmetic Surgery
of your Choice

*Call for details

TREVOR HUNNICUTT
Associated Press

MENLO PARK, Calif. Republican Carly Fiorina
said Friday she would be a like-minded col-
league of Democratic Sen. Dianne Feinstein if
she unseats Sen. Barbara Boxer next week.

“We agree on more issues,” Fiorina said in
describing views she shares with Feinstein
on water issues, trade and national security.

“On a whole host of issues, Dianne
Feinstein and I, I am quite sure, will be very
productive colleagues and I look very much
forward to working with her,” Fiorina said
during a campaign stop with female sup-
porters at the Sugar Shack candy store in the
Silicon Valley city of Menlo Park as the race
enters its final weekend. “The record is crys-
tal clear on where Barbara Boxer has been.”

Feinstein is a strong supporter of Boxer, a
fellow Democrat, and has responded to sim-
ilar remarks by Fiorina in the past.

She appeared with Boxer Friday at California
State University, Northridge and said she differs
with Fiorina on many topics, including “two
huge seminal issues in this state” — a woman’s
right to choose and offshore oil drilling.

Fiorina opposes abortion and has said
she would support overturning the Roe v
Wade Supreme Court decision. Fiorina also
has said she supports expanded offshore
drilling in general, but in California favors
allowing voters to decide whether to allow
increased drilling along the coast.

Boxer added that she had voted “100 per-
cent alike on every jobs bill” as Feinstein, and

that jobs are what will define this election.
Over the summer, Fiorina drew a rebuke

from Feinstein after suggesting the two
would be able to work more productively
together on water allocations to Central
Valley farms and funding for veterans than
Feinstein and Boxer have been able to do.

Feinstein said she has worked with Boxer
to create jobs in California, defend a woman’s
right to choose and protect California’s coast
from additional offshore oil drilling.

“Let there be no doubt that I believe
California needs Barbara Boxer in the Senate,
now more than ever,”Feinstein said at the time.

Feinstein is popular in California and is
generally regarded as a centrist. She was
campaigning with Boxer on Friday after-
noon in Southern California.

Fiorina, the former chief executive of
Hewlett-Packard Co., disputed a Field Poll
released Friday showing Boxer leading her
among likely voters, 49 percent to 41 percent.
Fiorina called the Field Poll an “outlier.”

“We have a whole set of internal polls, as
well as a whole set of external polls, that say
this race is very, very tight,” she said. “It is
very, very winnable and that it comes down
in many ways to turnout.”

Fiorina said Boxer receiving high-profile
help in the campaign’s waning days is a sign
that the three-term incumbent is in trouble.

Stevie Wonder and Magic Johnson are
doing radio advertisements for her, and
President Barack Obama, first lady Michelle
Obama and Vice President Joe Biden have
campaigned for her.

Fiorina claims she and
Feinstein are like-minded



TOM HAYS
Associated Press

NEW YORK Mobster Salvatore Vitale had a
hand in at least 11 murders, including that of
a fellow gangster in the fallout from the infa-
mous Donnie Brasco case.

But he was spared a life term Friday, sen-
tenced instead to time served after federal
prosecutors said the admitted killer deserved
a break for delivering a crippling blow to his
brethren.

The evidence against the Bonanno organ-
ized crime family provided by the 63-year-
old turncoat since his arrest in 2003 “has
been devastating to the very Mafia to which
he once swore allegiance, and particularly to
the Bonanno family,” prosecutors wrote in
court papers.

Vitale admitted to 11 killings between
1976 and 1999. He pleaded guilty in April
2003 to racketeering conspiracy and mur-
der-in-aid of racketeering, and has served
nearly eight years behind bars.

At his sentencing, Vitale apologized to the
families of his victims.

“I committed some really horrible crimes
I’ll always be ashamed of, and I pray for for-
giveness,” he said.

According to the government memo,
Vitale has identified more than 500 mobsters

and their associates across the United States
and elsewhere. His cooperation, including
testimony at six trials, has led to convictions
of four Bonanno bosses — one a close friend
and brother-in-law — and dozens of lower-
ranking family members.

The memo says Vitale provided informa-
tion on more than 30 gangland slayings. In
three instances, the information helped
investigators locate “the remains of at least
three Mafia victims buried long ago.”

The son of a Brooklyn dishwasher and
baker, Vitale began his life of crime in the
late 1960s after a stint in the Army. Over the
next three decades, he was involved in a full
menu of mayhem: murder, arson, extortion
and hijacking.

He was rising through the Bonanno ranks
when FBI agent Joe Pistone went undercov-
er to infiltrate the group from 1976 to 1981,
using the name “Donnie Brasco” — the basis
of the Al Pacino-Johnny Depp movie. Once
the family learned about the infiltration in
1981, Vitale and others were ordered to
shoot and kill the family member who had
sponsored the agent.

Vitale observed the oath of omerta —
silence — until seven years ago, when he
decided to plead guilty and cooperate. His
lawyers say the decision put a target on his
back.
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making hair replacement hip.

Absolutely Undetectable
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Mob turncoat is sentenced
in Big Apple to time served



MELISSA NELSON
Associated Press

PENSACOLA, Fla. A former karate instructor should be put
to death for leading a group of men dressed like ninjas to rob
and kill a wealthy Florida couple while their nine special-
needs children slept or cowered nearby, a jury recommend-
ed Friday.

The jurors voted 10-2 to recommend that Patrick
Gonzalez Jr. be executed for the slayings of Byrd and Melanie
Billings. Their nine adopted children, who are between the
ages of 5 and 12, all have special needs including fetal alco-
hol syndrome and autism.

Some of the couple’s relatives appeared happy, though
others showed no emotion when the recommendation was
announced. Gonzalez had no reaction.

“The justice system has worked,” Ashley Markham, the
couple’s adult daughter, said in a statement she read to the
media. Markham is now raising the couple’s other children.

Under Florida law, the final sentence will be imposed by
Judge Nickolas Geeker, who must give the recommendation
“great weight.” Geeker will hear from attorneys again at a
Dec. 9 hearing, though it could take up to three months for
him to issue a final decision.

John Jan Gontarek, Gonzalez’s defense attorney, said he
was disappointed but hoped Geeker would not follow the
jury’s recommendation.

Earlier in the day, State Attorney Bill Eddins told jurors
that Gonzalez continued to torment Melanie Billings after
shooting her husband in each leg and in the head.

“He let her stand there and watch him shoot her husband
down like a dog,” Eddins said. “That is obviously cruel and
unusual punishment.”

He suggested that Melanie Billings’ last thoughts before
she died must have been whether the men would turn their
guns on the children. The children were not hurt.

The jury of 11 women and one man convicted Gonzalez
of two counts of first-degree murder and one count of
home-invasion robbery late Thursday after half a day of
deliberations. The jurors began considering their sentencing
recommendation on Friday.

Gonzalez appeared in court in handcuffs, watched by six
uniformed and armed deputies.

He had been subdued throughout much of the trial but
became agitated during closing statements. He twisted in his
chair, pointed at his attorney with his cuffed hands and was
animated while whispering to another attorney.

After jurors left the courtroom and Gonzalez was being
led away in handcuffs, he pointed his fingers at two photog-
raphers — one for True TV and another for the Pensacola
News Journal.

“I cannot wait to say goodbye to you and to you,” he said,
according to the photographers.

Earlier Friday, Gonzalez told Geeker that he did not want
his wife and mother to testify on his behalf. After conferring
with his attorneys, he reluctantly changed his mind.

Gonzalez said he had been tried and convicted by the
press and didn’t want his relatives subjected to media scruti-
ny. Gonzalez asked that his family be allowed to testify with-
out the media present, but Geeker denied the request, saying
the trial was open to the public.

Pointing at Gonzalez, defense attorney Randall Etheridge
asked jurors to spare his client’s life. He said Gonzalez had

done good things in the past, including teaching karate to
young children and being a good father.

“A vote for life doesn’t diminish his responsibility for
what he did,” Etheridge said.

He handed jurors a photograph of Gonzalez, his wife and
their six children and then told the jurors that any one of
them could make the difference between life and death for
his client.

Gonzalez’s mother, Terry Poff, asked jurors to “look into
their hearts” when deciding their recommendation.

Poff said that her son was diagnosed at a young age with
a behavior disorder but that he excelled at karate and quick-
ly became a black belt. She said he struggled with a prescrip-
tion painkiller addiction in later years.

His wife, Tabitha Gonzalez, testified that his addiction to
drugs and alcohol changed his personality.
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Jury recommends death in Fla. ninja slaying
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SURF CONDITIONS WATER TEMP: 64°
SWELL FORECAST
Weather is a concern. Swell is looking very consistent, and rip current risk will be elevated. 

LONG RANGE SYNOPSIS
NW SWELL SHOULD BACK DOWN TO CHEST+ WITH SOME HEAD HIGH PLUSES AT STANDOUTS.  

TIDE FORECAST FOR TODAY IN SANTA MONICA

SM to
LAX
$30310-444-4444

Hybrid • Mercedes-Benz
not valid from hotels or with other offers • SM residents only • Expires 8/31/10 SantaMonicaTaxi.com

2009 Blue Ribbon Small Business Award
U.S. Chamber of Commerce

20th 
Anniversary

BERNIE WILSON
AP Sports Writer

SAN DIEGO Disgruntled Pro Bowl wide
receiver Vincent Jackson signed his contact
tender with the San Diego Chargers on
Friday.

He’s not eligible to play in the next three
games, though, because of a team-imposed
suspension.

By reporting now, he can serve his three
games on the roster exempt list — he was
placed there in a hardball move by general
manager A.J. Smith — and then play in the
final six games to accrue his sixth season
toward unrestricted free agency. Coming off
two straight 1,000-yard seasons, he’ll be
available beginning with a game at
Indianapolis on Nov. 28.

Counting the six games he plays and the
bye week, he’ll earn $240,058 rather than the
$3,268,000 he would have made had he
signed his tender as a restricted free agent
before the season.

Jackson,who stayed away for so long because
he was unhappy he hasn’t gotten a long-term
deal, declined to speak with reporters.

In a statement issued by the team, he said:
“It feels good to be with my teammates. I’ve
missed football more than you can imagine.
Right now I’m just looking forward to being

able to practice and get back on the field. My
only concern is doing whatever I can to con-
tribute and help the team win. The future
will take care of itself.”

Smith didn’t return calls seeking com-
ment.

Smith has used the roster exempt list
three times in an attempt to end contract
stalemates. He put left tackle Marcus
McNeill on the roster exempt list at the same
time as Jackson. Smith used the same tactic
on tight end Antonio Gates in 2005. Gates
missed the opener, a close loss to the Dallas
Cowboys that contributed to the Chargers
missing the playoffs that year.

Jackson’s original five-year contract
expired after last season. But because this is
an uncapped year, he would have needed six
seasons to become an unrestricted free agent.

Unhappy over not receiving long-term
deals in the offseason, Jackson and McNeill
refused to sign their tenders as restricted free
agents. Since they hadn’t signed by June 15,
the Chargers were entitled to offer them 110
percent of their 2009 salaries, essentially cut-
ting $2.5 million off the tenders.

McNeill reported on Sept. 25. He served
his three-game suspension and then agreed
to a five-year contract extension through
2015 worth $48.5 million, with $24.5 million
guaranteed.

NFL 

Jackson reports to Chargers, signs tender
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The Meaning of Lila By John Forgetta & L.A. Rose

By Jim DavisGarfield

Strange Brew

Girls and Sports By Justin Borus and Andrew Feinstein

Just relax, Pisces
ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
★★★★ The impossible becomes possible with
the aid of a very caring friend or partner. Listen
to your inner voice. Build your relationship
without offending a very rough partner.
Tonight: Make the most of the night. Someone
would be happy to help you along. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
★★★★★ You might need to consider a family
member more often and understand what is moti-
vating him or her Sometimes you are more critical
of yourself than anyone else. Confusion surrounds
a partnership. Tonight: Entertain from your place. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)  
★★★★★ Touch base with others. How can you get
what you want if you don't put this desire out into
the universe? You could be developing a new
hobby or interest. Creativity comes from spending
time with a kid or becoming more like one yourself.
Tonight: Add life and controversy to the moment. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
★★★★ Be aware of what you are spending and
the choices you are making. Sometimes you go
overboard, and today could be a classic example. A
family member could be much more demanding
than he or she realizes. Tonight: Make it your treat. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
★★★★★ You know, just know, when you are on
top of your game. Speak your mind and under-
stand what is going on. Confusion surrounds a
family member or a message. Confirm plans
before heading out the door. Tonight: Whatever
knocks your socks off. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
★★ You could be making mountains out of mole-
hills. Be more easygoing than in the past.
Expenses could get out of whack out of the blue.
Listen to your sixth sense. Let your imagination
play a significant role in making plans and jazz-
ing up an interaction. Tonight: Vanish without
letting everyone know what your plans are. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
★★★ Focus on what is going on with your
friends. You simply might have more choices
than you would like. Invitations come in left and
right. Stop being so hard on yourself and oth-
ers. Tonight: Wherever you are, the action is. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
★★★★★★ Understand that others demand
an awful lot from you. You could be over-
whelmed. Use your instincts with someone
you look up to or need to pay attention to.
Tonight: Out late. You cannot hide your plans
all the time! 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
★★★★ Keep reaching out for someone at a
distance. Some of you simply might decide
to take off. Listen to feedback that heads in
your direction. A friend could be nothing
less than touchy. Tonight: Opt for some-
thing different. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
★★★★ Deal with a partner on a one-on-one
level. Relate on a one-on-one level with a friend
or loved one. You discover how very serious a
boss or older relative can be. Don't allow this
person's mood to get to you. Tonight: Get
together with a favorite person. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
★★★★ Listen to feedback from others. You
could be forced into a position where you must
respond to someone very difficult. Worry less
about what is going on. Take off at the last
minute if you feel like it. Tonight: Sort through
suggestions. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
★★★ Take the next few days to rest up. Others
seek you out, but it suits you to distance your-
self from others and take your time thinking
through an issue. Confusion surrounds a part-
ner and plans. Stay centered. Tonight: Relax --
whatever you choose. 

This year, you will be more involved with your image and community.

Your work could flourish to unprecedented levels. Spend time by

yourself indulging. You often could get depressed or sad when alone.

Develop a hobby or interest. If you are single, you probably will meet someone through work. Take your time getting to

know each other. If you are attached, the two of you will be seen together much more. Be aware of what you can accom-

plish as a couple. LEO often doesn't hesitate to disagree with you. Careful  -- or it could become the War of the Worlds.  

★★★★★Dynamic   
★★★★ Positive 
★★★ Average   

★★ So-So   
★ Difficult

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS
The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:Happy birthday

MYSTERY PHOTO Kevin Herrera kevinh@smdp.com
The first person who can correctly identify where this image was captured wins a prize from the
Santa Monica Daily Press. Send answers to editor@smdp.com. Send your mystery photos to 
editor@smdp.com to be used in future issues. 

By John Deering Speed Bump By Dave Coverly

Aero Theatre
1328 Montana Ave.
(323) 466-FILM

Saturday, Oct. 30
5th Annual Dusk-to-Dawn Horrorthon
Fright Night  
Don’t Look in the Basement 
Candyman
Bloody Birthday
Phantasm
Cemetery Man
7:30pm

Sunday, Oct. 31
The Monster Squad
5:00pm

Call theater for details. 

AMC Loews Broadway 4
1441 Third Street Promenade

Legend of the Guardians 3D: The Owls of
Ga'Hoole (G) 1hr 30min
11:15am, 1:55pm, 4:30pm, 7:00pm, 9:25pm

Wall Street: Money Never Sleeps (PG-13) 2hrs
07min
12:05pm, 3:15pm, 6:20pm, 9:30pm

Life As We Know It (PG-13)
11:00am, 1:40pm, 4:25pm, 7:15pm, 10:00pm

Catfish (PG-13) 1hr 34min
12:15pm, 2:40pm, 5:05pm, 7:30pm, 9:50pm

AMC 7 Santa Monica 
1310 Third St.
(310) 289-4262 

Social Network (PG-13) 2HR
10:35am, 1:30pm, 4:25pm, 7:25pm, 10:20pm

Jackass 3D (R) 1hr 34min
11:30am, 12:30pm, 2:00pm, 3:00pm, 4:30pm,
5:30pm, 7:00pm, 8:00pm, 9:30pm, 10:30pm

Red (PG-13) 1hr 38min
10:30am, 1:05pm, 3:40pm, 6:20pm, 9:10pm

Paranormal Activity 2 (R)
11:00am, 1:25pm, 4:00pm, 6:30pm, 9:00pm

Hereafter (PG-13) 2hr 9min
10:40am, 1:40pm, 4:40pm, 7:45pm, 10:45pm

Saw 3D: The Final Chapter (R) 1hr 31min
10:30am, 12:45pm, 3:15pm, 5:45pm, 8:15pm,
10:50pm

Laemmle’s Monica Fourplex
1332 Second St.
(310) 394-9741 

Never Let Me Go (R) 1hr 43min
1:55pm, 7:10pm

Get Low (PG-13) 1hr 40min
11:00am

Enter the Void (NR) 2hrs 43min
11:00am

Nowhere Boy (R) 1hr 37min
4:30pm, 9:45pm

Girl Who Kicked the Hornet's Nest (NR) 1hr
52min
1:20pm, 4:40pm, 8:00pm

Conviction (R) 1hr 47min
1:30pm, 4:20pm, 7:20pm, 10:00pm

You Will Meet A Tall Dark Stranger (R) 1hr
38min
1:40pm, 4:10pm, 7:00pm, 9:30pm

Budrus (NR) 1hr 18min
11:00am

Kings of Pastry (NR) 1hr 24min
11:00am

AMC Criterion 6 
1313 Third St.
(310) 395-1599 

Town (R)
1:00pm, 4:05pm, 7:10pm, 10:15pm

Secretariat (PG)
10:30am, 1:20pm, 4:10pm, 7:00pm, 9:55pm

Social Network (PG-13)
12:15pm, 3:15pm, 6:15pm, 9:15pm

Red (PG-13) 1hr 38min
11:10am, 1:55pm, 4:40pm, 7:20pm, 10:10pm

Paranormal Activity 2 (R)
12:00pm, 2:25pm, 5:00pm, 7:35pm, 10:00pm

Stone (R) 1hr 45min
11:40am, 2:20pm, 5:05pm, 7:50pm, 10:30pm

For more information, e-mail news@smdp.com

MOVIE TIMES
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■ No Time for Disguises: Larry
Shawn Taylor, 18, was arrested in
Seattle in September, having been
rather easily identifiable when
police stopped him. Two victims
had reported being robbed by a
man with "GET MONEY" shaved
into his haircut on one side and
"GET" tattooed on his right hand
and "MONEY" tattooed on the left.
(At least Taylor did not claim that
someone else must have had the
same configuration.) 

■ (1) A 49-year-old Bakersfield,
Calif., doctor, whose relationship
with her boyfriend was described
as "on-again, off-again," was killed
in August when, after he had
locked her out of his house, she
tried to enter by sliding down the
chimney, where she got stuck and
asphyxiated. (2) A 29-year-old
man, in a group of 12 "ghost
hunters" on a field trip in Iredell
County, N.C., in August, was killed
by a speeding train. The 12 were
investigating a rumored "ghost
train" that killed 30 people in an
1891 crash and supposedly returns
every year on the anniversary
date. 

■ News of the Weird reported in
December 2002 that Inga Kosak
had won the first World Extreme
Ironing Championship in Munich by
pressing a designated garment
over a course of several ironing
stations (e.g., ironing in trees, in
the middle of streams). An October
2003 Wall Street Journal story
shows the "sport" growing in
prominence. South African Anton
Van De Venter, 27, broke the high-
altitude record in August by ironing
his national flag at the 20,000-foot
summit of Mount Kilimanjaro, while
nude, in freezing temperatures
(quote: "I came, I saw, I pressed a
crease"), and British diver Ian
Mitchell sawed through ice in
Wisconsin in March and submitted
photos of himself in a wet suit
"ironing" (with a Black & Decker
Quick 'n' Easy) a shirt that was
braced against the underside of
the ice. 

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
B Y C H U C K S H E P A R D

ttrreeppiiddaattiioonn
\\  ttrreepp--uuhh--DDAAYY--sshhuuhhnn  \\    ,,  nnoouunn;;
1.
[Archaic] An involuntary trem-
bling; quaking; quivering.
2.
A state of dread or alarm; nerv-
ous agitation; apprehension;
fright.

WORD UP!

Sudoku
Fill in the blank cells using numbers 1 to 9. Each number can
appear only once in each row, column, and 3x3 block. Use logic
and process of elimination to solve the puzzle. The difficulty
level ranges from ★ (easiest) to ★★★★★ (hardest).

King Features Syndicate

15  21  30  31  32
Meganumber: 26
Jackpot: $140M

3  8  13  15  36
Meganumber: 22
Jackpot: $12M

13  16  21  25  27

MIDDAY: 8 8 1
EVENING: 7 4 6

1st: 12 Lucky Charms
2nd: 02 Lucky Star
3rd: 06 Whirl Win
RACE TIME: 1:47.77

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the winning number
information, mistakes can occur. In the event of any discrepancies, California
State laws and California Lottery regulations will prevail. Complete game
information and prize claiming instructions are available at California Lottery
retailers. Visit the California State Lottery web site at http://www.calottery.com

DAILY LOTTERY

• Fill the grid with the set of given
numbers (1 to 12) to satisfy the
Equa demands (7 to 24) in the shad-
ed boxes. The Equa demands repre-
sent the sum of the digits that you
will insert into the empty squares.

• Each horizontal row has one Equa
demand to satisfy; each vertical col-
umn also has one demand to satis-
fy. Each empty square in the grid
dictates the math operation (addi-
tion +, subtraction -, multiplication
X, and division ÷) that must be per-
formed to meet the demands.

• You must follow the given math
operations for each square and you
must make sure all the numbers sat-
isfy the demands in the shaded
boxes when connected in adjacent
threes and calculated together from
left to right, and top to bottom.

• The numbers you insert into the
grid must satisfy the Equa demands
both horizontally and vertically.

For more games, 
go to www.arithmo.com

TM

GETTING STARTED
There are many strategies to solving
Sudoku. One way to begin is to
examine each 3x3 grid and figure
out which numbers are missing.
Then, based on the other numbers in
the row and column of each blank
cell, find which of the missing num-
bers will work. Eliminating numbers
will eventually lead you to the
answer.

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S PUZZLE
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING CONDITIONS: REGULAR RATE: $5.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20¢ per word per day. Ad must run a
minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra.
Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once.
DEADLINES: 3:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 2:30 p.m. PAYMENT: All pri-
vate party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310) 458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press,
P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406 or stop in at our office located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Ste. 202. OTHER RATES: For
information about the professional services directory or classified display ads, please call our office at (310) 458-7737.

HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY  9:00am - 5:00pm     LOCATION 410 Broadway, Suite B, Santa Monica, CA 90401

(310)458-7737
CALL TODAY FOR SPECIAL MONTHLY RATES!

There is no more convincing medium than a DAILY local newspaper.
Prepay your ad today!

Classifieds
$550 per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.
Call us today start and promoting your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 40,000.

YOUR AD COULD RUN TOMORROW!*

(310) 458-7737
Some restrictions may apply. 

*Please call our Classified Sales Manager to reserve your ad space. Specific ad placement not gauranteed on classified ads. Ad must meet deadline requirements. See complete conditions below.

All classified liner ads are placed on our website for FREE! Check out www.smdp.com for more info.

CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale

Furniture
Pets
Boats
Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos
Rent
Houses for Rent
Roomates
Commerical Lease

Real Estate
Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services

Computer Services
Attorney Services
Business Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness

Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Psychic
Obituaries
Tutoring

Prepay your ad today!

Miscellaneous
HANDS ON CAREER – Train for a high 
paying Aviation Maintenance Career. 

FAA approved program. 
Financial aid if qualified – Job place-

ment assistance. 
Call AIM today (866)854-6156.

Employment
PART-TIME SALES position.  Our attor-
ney service is looking for referrals to law 
firms. Referrals result in ongoing com-
missions. Submit resume to 
bsberkowitz@aol.com

For Sale
BICYCLE FOR SALE

TREK 21-Speed bicycle excellent condi-
tion with floor pump, and lock $135 
OBO 310-450-4384

Instruction

Great Math Tutor! Graduate of MIT and 
Beverly HIlls High.  6 years tutoring high 
school/college.  $35/hr.  Greg 310 774 
1562. gregholt101@hotmail.com

For Rent
MAR VISTA, 11621 Braddock Dr. unit 11 
2bdrm. 1.5 bath, $1250 townhouse 
style, stove, wood/tile, w/d hookup, 
patio, gated parking, carpet, intercom 
entry, no pets.$700 off move-in 
(310)967-4471 www.jkwproperties.com

3 SINGLES, 2 units $1000/mo with utili-
ties, 1 unit $1100/mo. All with stove, 
refrigerator, like new, no pets, no smok-
ing  (310)345-7855

501 N. Venice unit 18 single, $1025/mo 
$750 off move-in stove, fridge, carpet, 
utilities included, laundry, parking, no 
pets. (310)574-6767 www.jkwproper-
ties.com

615 MIDVALE, 2+1.5 Townhouse style. 
Stove, fridge, dishwasher, microwave, 
tile countertop, wood and carpet floor. 
W/D hookups, parking, no pets. 
$2350/mo. $1000 off move-in 
(310)578-7512 www.jkwproperties.com

BRENTWOOD 2+1, new carpet, new 
stainless steel appliances, fireplace, 
balcony, quiet back apt with lush green 
yard patio. Near Getty, north of Sunset 
$1695 (310)476-0964

EXTENDED STAY SPECIAL RATE.
Jolly Roger Hotel, Marina Del Rey. Free 
cable, Free wireless DSL, in-room micro-
wave refrigerator, parking, 
310-822-2904, 800-822-2904. Ask for 
David info@jollyrgr.com.
www.jollyrgr.com

SM $1550 large 1 bdrm Arizona & 
Franklin hardwood floors,.remodeled 
kitchen & bath, lots of windows, bright 
& airy. Spacious closets, beautiful yard 
& garden area. Laundry on site, fridge & 
stove 310-729-5367

MAR VISTA 12760 Matteson Ave. #8 1+1 
$900/mo stove, fridge, ceiling fan, 
parking, laundry, no pets non smoking 
call between 5:30-7:30pm units shown 
by appt.only $800 off move-in 
(310) 439-1928 jkwproperties.com

For Rent

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
(310)869-7901

1038 9th Street, Unit H
1+1, upper $1550

1011 Pico, #4 1+1, Loft $1995

2131 Stuart St. 2+1 $1625

WE HAVE MORE VACANCIES ON THE 
WESTSIDE

www.howardmanagement.com
rentals@howardmanagement.com

MAR VISTA 12450 Culver Blvd. 
gated parking, intercom entry, stove, 
fridge, utilities included, laundry, park-
ing, no pets. $1025 and up $750 off 
move-in  (888)414-7778 www.jkwprop-
erties.com 

MAR VISTA 12610 CASWELL ave.unit 1, 
1bdrm/1ba $1100/mo. stove, fridge, 
time/carpet,floors ceiling fan blinds, 
parking, laundry, no pets. $1000 off 
move-in (310)578-7512 www.jkwprop-
erties.com

MAR VISTA: 12434 CULVER Blvd. unit 
6 2+2 stove, fridge, AC, carpets blinds, 
laundry room, intercom entry, gated 
parking, no pets.$1350/mo $1000 off 
move-in (888)414-7778 www.jkwprop-
erties.com

MV/MDR adj. Spacious 1 bedroom upper 
with private balcony near Centinela/90 
Fwy. Stove, fridge, large closets, laun-
dry, parking. One month Free $1100/mo. 
(310)828-4481 or (310)993-0414 after 
6p.m.

PALMS UPPER 1 bedroom, with garage 
$1400. Near Overland, North of Venice. 
New hardwood floors, mini’s, stove, no 
pets (424)835-4056, (310)473-0125

WLA 2+2 large ocean view apt, walk-in 
closets Private sundeck 2 parking 
spaces $2150 (310)390-4610

WLA large balchor, near Bundy/Sm Blvd. 
Walk-in closet, large bathrm,kitchette 
area, refrig, hot plate, or mirowave, lau-
dry on-site, close to public transit 
$800/mo (310)828-4481, 
(310)993-0414 after 6p.m. 

Houses For Rent
TOPANGA SMALL rustic hillside cabin, 
quiet and peaceful spot. View/woodsey, 
close to beach $1490/mo 
(310)455-8949

Storage Space
SANTA MONICA large garage for rent 
private alley access, $200/mo Arizona & 
Franklin 310-729-5367

Services

Services
FACE READING

Discover your gifts, strengths, and tal-
ents. Understand your true nature.

Maximize your potential. Have your face 
read. (310)396-8766. 

www.FaceFortunes.com

TRAINED OPERA SINGER
Will sing at Holiday Parties and all 
parties. Will sing Jolson, Sinatra, Tony 
Bennett, popular songs, will have a 
sing along. Lots of fun. Call Gabe 
310-392-6501 

Handyman

The Handy Hatts
Painting and Decorating Co.

SINCE 1967
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

SPECIALISTS IN ALL 
DAMAGE REPAIR

“EXPERT IN GREEN CONCEPTS”

Free estimates, great referrals

Call Brian @
(310) 927-5120
(310) 915-7907

LIC# 888736
“HOME SWEET HOME”

FULL SERVICE HANDYMAN
FROM A TO Z

Attorney Services

Considering Filing
for Bankruptcy?

“Your Local Santa Monica Attorney”

• Free phone consultation
• Speak to your local 
Santa Monica Attorney

• Get the facts now

A PROFESSIONAL LEGAL CORPORATION

2001 Wilshire Blvd
Santa Monica CA 310 453 8320

www.lawgross.com

Lost & Found
LOST CELL phone Saturday, October 
23rd. Outside Novel Cafe courtyard of 
Ocean Park between 29th and 30th 
(310)450-4180

DBAS
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT FILE 
NUMBER: 20101400862 ORIGINAL FILING This 
statement was filed with the County Clerk of LOS 
ANGELES on 10/01/2010 The following person(s) 
is (are) doing business as BENEFICIAL FOODS. 
The full name of registrant(s) is/are: DYLAN 
KESSLER; KATHERINA NAMEY 943 CENTENNIAL 
APT 7 LOS ANGELES, CA, 90012. This Business is 
being conducted by:  a Partnership.  This state-
ment was filed with the County Clerk of LOS AN-
GELES County on 10/01/2010. NOTICE: THIS FIC-
TITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT EXPIRES 
FIVE YEARS FROM THE DATE IT WAS FILED IN THE 
OFFICE OF THE COUNTY CLERK. A NEW FICTITIOUS 
BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT MUST BE FILED 
PRIOR TO THAT DATE. The filing of this statement 
does not of itself authorize the use in this state of 
a fictitious business name statement in violation 
of the rights of another under federal, state, or 
common law (see Section 14411et seq.,Business 
and Professions Code). SANTA MONICA DAILY 
PRESS to publish 10/30/2010, 11/06/2010, 
11/13/2010, 11/20/2010. 

DBAS

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT FILE 
NUMBER: 20101330327 ORIGINAL FILING This 
statement was filed with the County Clerk of LOS 
ANGELES on 09/20/2010 The following person(s) 
is (are) doing business as AI#ON 200929610219 
WEMBLEE.  The full name of registrant(s) is/are: 
STEPKID MEDIA LLC 12400 VENTURA BLVD #130 
STUDIO CITY, CA, 91604. This Business is being 
conducted by:  a Limited Liability Company. The 
registrant has not yet commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business name or 
names listed above. /s/:STEPKID MEDIA, LLC; 
CEO.  This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of LOS ANGELES County on 09/20/2010. NO-
TICE: THIS FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATE-
MENT EXPIRES FIVE YEARS FROM THE DATE IT 
WAS FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE COUNTY CLERK. 
A NEW FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
MUST BE FILED PRIOR TO THAT DATE. The filing of 
this statement does not of itself authorize the use 
in this state of a fictitious business name state-
ment in violation of the rights of another under 
federal, state, or common law (see Section 
14411et seq.,Business and Professions Code). 
SANTA MONICA DAILY PRESS to publish 
10/16/2010, 10/23/2010, 10/30/2010, 
11/06/2010. 
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