
Grass Roots members 
call for 16 RAD changes
BY RYAN HYATT
Daily Press Staff Writer

VENICE BUS BARN — A revital-
ized neighborhood group could be
putting the brakes on an MTA land
deal a quarter century in the making. 

That is, until they can squeeze
out more concessions to benefit
Venice.

The planning committee for the
Grass Roots Venice Neighborhood
Council (GRVNC) has called on a
private developer to make signifi-
cant changes to a proposal that
would turn an aged bus station into
a condominium complex.

Newly-elected members of the
GRVNC are set to take action
today regarding a series of sugges-
tions that would significantly alter
a private development proposal set
to go before the Los Angeles plan-
ning commission later this week.

In September, the Metropolitan
Transportation Authority’s board
of directors approved an agree-
ment with RAD Jefferson, LLC,
on plans to exchange MTA’s 3.13-
acre bus yard property located at
Sunset Avenue and Main Street in
Venice for construction of a new
4.66-acre transportation facility on

BY RYAN HYATT
Daily Press Staff Writer

DOWNTOWN — City Hall sits on
the precipice of a major land-grab,
mulling the purchase of millions
of dollars worth of real estate in
the downtown area.

The properties in question
could be used to help alleviate the

parking crunch and provide light
rail service up to Santa Monica’s
doorstep.

A closed-door discussion set
for Tuesday night should have
elected leaders weighing in on 10
downtown properties that may be
used to expand parking space,
sources said. If so, the acquisitions
could help City Hall achieve its

goal of adding 2,000 more spaces
downtown within the next decade.

Miriam Mack, the city’s eco-
nomic development manager,
wouldn’t disclose specifics about
the discussion. However, she said
city staff would be seeking direc-
tion from the City Council regard-
ing strategies to pursue negotia-
tions for the properties, as listed on
the agenda.

If the council were to purchase

any of the properties listed, Mack
said a proposal would be brought
forth publicly at a future meeting.

“All contracts have to be
approved by the council,” Mack
said. “At any point in time when
an agreement is to be approved it
will be on a public agenda for the
public’s consideration.”

The sites are mostly located on

According to an August report in The
Guardian, British UFO sightings have
fallen dramatically in the last few
years, say prominent extraterrestrial-
watchers in Cumbria County, England
(which has seen a drop-off from 40
sightings in 2004 to none in the first
seven months of 2005, although sight-
ings continue to come in from else-
where in the country). Explanations
include a post-Sept. 11 worry about
Earthbound threats, as well as the end
of the TV series “The X Files.”
Furthermore, in August, British book-
makers told Independent Television
News that betting action on whether
Elvis Presley is alive has almost com-
pletely disappeared. Said bookie
Rupert Adams, “It is perhaps the end
of an era.”
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A newspaper with issues

Today is the 298th day of 2005.
There are 67 days left in the year.

On Oct. 25, 1854, the “Charge of the
Light Brigade” took place during the
Crimean War as an English brigade of
more than 600 men, facing hopeless
odds, charged the Russian army dur-
ing the Battle of Balaclava and suf-
fered heavy losses.

“Youth is a blunder; manhood a
struggle; old age a regret.”

BENJAMIN DISRAELI
BRITISH STATESMAN (1804-1881)
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Double it up

Land ho! City wants real estate 
More downtown parking, light rail in leaders’ sights

Fabian Lewkowicz/Daily Press
Crane operator Keith Stipke, with the assistance of Dave Little (center) and Ray Hilbert, directs a bundle of beams onto
the Santa Monica Pier. The work is part of an overhaul project intended to double the strength of the pier, making the
entire length of it accessible to emergency vehicles. Work is expected to be completed by the end of the year.

BY JASMIN PERSCH
Special to the Daily Press

CITY HALL — Elected leaders
are expected to spend $2.6 million
tonight for cleaner water, new
street lights and improvements to
the city’s trash collection. 

The largest expenditure by far
— at $2.4 million — will fund this
year’s replacements in city light-
ing, staff said. 

Steiny and Company, Inc. has
won the construction contract with
the city to install new street lights
and fixtures in several areas

throughout the city.
New lights will be installed at

Crescent Bay Park, Ozone Park
and in the Pico neighborhood;
Ocean Avenue between Colorado
Avenue and Pico Boulevard;

Venetians
converge
on MTA
land swap

See RAD LAND SWAP, page 7See LIGHTING UP, page 7

See LAND HO, page 6

City hopes everything is illuminated
(Editor’s note: This is part of an ongoing series that tracks the city’s expenditures which appear on the

upcoming Santa Monica City Council consent agenda. Consent agenda items are routinely passed by the City
Council with little or no discussion from elected officials or the public. However, many of the items have been
part of public discussion in the past.)



ARIES (March 21-April 19)
★★★★★ The planet Jupiter changes its

position today. As a result, you will be luckier
with finances, especially when involved with
other people. Lotteries, bingo and other games of
chance could prove lucrative. Tonight: If you had
the money, what would you do? Imagine.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
★★★★★ With Jupiter entering your

opposite sign, much becomes possible. Others
seem to respond to you far more positively than
they have in many years. If you are single, in the
following year, you are likely to meet someone of
marriage caliber. Tonight: Get cozy at home.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★★★ Your words have impact.

Though you manifest unusual wit and creativity,
you might want to direct this energy into your
work or daily life. Before you know it, you might
get a pay raise. Tonight: How much money do
you need in order to feel comfortable?

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
★★★★ You might be willing to take a

risk in order to enhance your financial situation.
Think twice before leaping. Though you are
entering a very lucky period as of today, don’t
overextend yourself. Allow your imagination to
flourish. Nothing is impossible. Tonight: Add
spice to your night.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
★★★★ The Moon in your sign empowers

you right now. Your emphasis might be on a real
estate investment or a domestic matter. You
might decide to buy a new home or expand your
family in the next few months. Tonight: Whatever
puts a smile on your face.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
★★★ Step back and take your time.

Though your mind might be racing with many dif-
ferent ideas, and others might make many
requests, you still need to slow down. Jupiter
moves into a segment of your chart and makes
communication flow as it hasn’t in years.
Tonight: Think rather than act.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
★★★★★ Your luck runs high, especially

during meetings and with other people. Your seri-
ous focus draws strong reactions. Monetary gains
come through perhaps spending a little. Work on
adding more pennies to your piggy bank. Tonight:
Happy with others.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
★★★★★ Jupiter enters your sign for a

year, initiating a new luck and life cycle. You
might experience some great highs and expan-
sion. Sometimes you might have to say goodbye
to the past, feeling a bit sad. Curb a sweet tooth.
Tonight: Out on the town.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
★★★★ Of late, you have been able to

and have wanted to take the high road. Getting a
perspective on events and people in your life can
only be helpful. Do research and check facts. You
are entering a year-long cycle in which you will
do a lot of reflection. Tonight: Let your mind wan-
der.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
★★★★★ Working with others starts

becoming easier than ever. You find a newfound
respect for a key associate or partner. Working as
a team proves to be the path to success. Start
walking. Tonight: Say yes to an earnest request.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
★★★★★ Your sense of direction might

be right-on, but others want things their way. You
cannot fight city hall, nor should you. Let go and
have faith in your abilities. Emphasize work and
responsibility. Tonight: Let the cards fall where
they may.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
★★★★ Emphasize your daily life, but

make time to schedule a doctor’s appointment.
You need to take good care of yourself. Examine
new possibilities with an open mind. Think posi-
tively. Start looking past the obvious. Tonight: Lie
low.
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JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS The stars show the kind of day you’ll Have:
★★★★★-Dynamic  ★★★★-Positive  ★★★-Average  ★★-So-so  ★-Difficult

Happy with others, Libra
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SURF REPORT

LOW TIDES HIGH TIDES
Morning Height Evening Height Morning Height Evening Height

Today the
water Is:

64°

A lot has been said in the media about the
upcoming special election spurred by Gov.
Schwarzenegger. Attack ads have been run-
ning, which many say have confused voters
beyond reason. As a result, they are turned
off and probably won’t show up to the polls.

So this week, Q-Line wants to know, “Do
you see a need for a special election?
Why or why not?”

Call (310) 285-8106 before Friday at 5
p.m. and we’ll print your responses in the
weekend edition. Please try to limit your
comments to a minute or less. It might help
to think first about the wording of your
response.

Note that due to the long-period nature of the SW swell
there will be variation in size between west facing breaks.
Caution and steady observation before making a decision
on a paddle-out is advised. West-facing breaks will see
building surf as the day progresses. Note that rain failing
into Tuesday could cause onshores above 15 mph.  

Write us at alex@smdp.com
and tell us what the surf is doing today at your local break.

The Surf Report is sponsored by:

Sponsored by...

MONDAY 9:39 3.8 11:18 0.8 6:58 3.8 2:53 4.3
TUESDAY 11:39 3.4 12:09 0.7 7:04 4.1 4:38 4.3
WEDNESDAY 12:09 0.7 12:32 2.9 7:18 4.3 5:49 4.4
THURSDAY 12:45 0.7 1:09 2.3 7:33 4.6 6:41 4.5
FRIDAY 1:20 0.4 1:42 1.9 8:02 4.1 7:37 4.0
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The Galley
Rediscover The Galley’s genuine

service while experiencing our new
weekend brunch served on our

beautiful outdoor patio.
Serving Brunch from 11AM-4PM
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2442 Main Street • Santa Monica
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GET DEBT RELIEF
CONSOLIDATE ALL YOUR BILLS

EXPAND A SMALL BUSINESS
AND LOWER MONTHLY PAYMENTS

CALL TODAY ABOUT YOUR
1% PAYMENT PROGRAM!

HAVE EQUITY AND THINKING...

REFINANCE?

ANDREA SANCHEZ     (310) 663-1165     HABLAMOS ESPAÑOL

Arresting behavior: Citizen police academy a go
By Daily Press staff

Interested in learning why police officers do what they do?
The next Santa Monica Police Department Citizen Police Academy, which pro-

vides an inside look at local police work, will begin on Wednesday, Nov. 9. 
The 11-week program, one night per week for three hours, gives participants an

overview of the department’s functions, responsibilities and operational procedures.
Classes are taught by police officers, police executives and highly specialized non-
sworn employees of the SMPD. 

Included in the course are demonstrations, discussions, lectures and personal par-
ticipation in mock exercises. Units involved include the defensive tactics team,
metro team, K-9, traffic enforcement and internal affairs. Participants also will get
to tour the Public Safety Facility, where a majority of the classes will be held.

Enrollment is open to anyone over 21 years old, who lives, works or attends
school in Santa Monica. Applications will be accepted until Oct. 31, or until the
class is full. To obtain an application or to ask questions, call the SMPD’s commu-
nity relations unit at (310) 458-8474.

The ‘buc’ stops here: A pirate’s treasure of mini golf
By Daily Press staff

Shiver me timbers, there’s free Halloween fun a comin’ to Pacific Park on the
Santa Monica Pier at the over-the-ocean swashbuckling-themed Pirates’ Pier Mini
Golf course.

Any lad or lassie who appears in traditional pirate garb will get yee a free round
of miniature golf starting Saturday, Oct. 29 through Monday, Oct. 31 from 11 a.m.
to 12 a.m. on Saturday; 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. on Sunday and 12 p.m. to 7 p.m. on
Monday.

To take pleasure in a free round of mini golf, buccaneers in pirate costume mere-
ly need to go to the Pirates’ Pier Mini Golf entrance and notify the attendant and
Pacific Park will provide a complimentary round.

“To all me mates, I say, ‘weigh anchor’ for this chance to play mini-golf for
free,” boasted Jeff Klocke, captain of commerce at Pacific Park. “It’s a great, grand
celebration for pirate wannabes and mini golfers all Halloween weekend long.”

Pacific Park’s Pirates’ Pier Mini Golf course was developed from stories of for-
mer pirates off the California coast from as far back as 1577. The legend today is
incorporated in the nine-hole miniature golf course with wily pirate lore, palm trees,
wharf décor and a shipwreck to navigate with a putter. 

Veterans get opportunity to strut their stuff
By Daily Press staff

A local nonprofit agency is looking for employers who want to put veterans to
work. 

New Directions will host the second annual job fair for veterans on Thursday,
Oct. 27, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the New Directions Regional Opportunity Center
in West Los Angeles. 

This year’s theme “Employers Helping Americans” is geared toward the Los
Angeles area doing its part to recruit skilled veterans, Hurricane Katrina evacuees
and others in the community in need of employment. 

More than 50 employers and 300 participants are anticipated to attend. Partners
supporting New Directions for the event are EDD’s West Los Angeles Job Service
Office, VA Greater Los Angeles Healthcare System, LAVEC, Salvation Army,
Playa Vista Jobs and 99 Cent Store. The event is free to job-seekers and is open to
the public. 

New Directions is looking for interested employers to participate. Registration is
$50 per table and includes lunch. For more information, call Brigitte Slayton at
(310) 914-4045 ext. 201.   

COMMUNITY BRIEFS



In two weeks, the state of California is
holding a special election on eight initia-
tives — everything from the mind-numb-
ingly dull, to the really important because
they have far-ranging effects on peoples
lives.

But this upcoming election also has a
subtext. It really is a referendum on the
governor and the job he is doing. His abil-
ity to get his initiatives on the ballot, and
passed, is seriously in question in this
election, and the outcome will have an
echo effect for the balance of his term as
governor.

The man who swept into the highest
elected position in the seventh largest
economy, because of his years of benefit-
ing from the studio machine marketing
that made him a household name, is now
being judged on his merits. 

The electorate, which is not to be con-
fused with the public — one third of the
population did not vote in the last
California election — now has the oppor-
tunity to grade the governor. 

This governor, with much fanfare,
stormed the capitol with his laudable
goals of “fixing” the state. His campaign
made much political hay of the previous
governors’ tremendous fundraising and
inability to get the legislature to pass leg-
islation.

Governor Schwarzenegger it seems has
once again proven his ability to surpass
others, for he has raised more money that
Governor Davis did, and has been more
effective in not getting the legislature to
bend to his wishes. In fact, this governor
has gone so far as to veto groundbreaking
legislation, and abdicate his responsibili-
ties to the judicial branch.

Since this election is not actually a
recall, the question then becomes: What
are the initiatives that are actually on the
ballot? There are four major initiatives
that the governor was spreading the
gospel on, until his face and name became
a liability to the cause. They are
Propositions 74 through 77. These are the
ones that all the TV commercials are
going on about.

In this battle, there is the usual political
confusion over what does the proposition
really mean. The political hacks have
worked long hours to make this election
as confusing as possible.

Providing clarity on these propositions
is a goal of mine, but one that may remain
elusive. Here’s a rundown of four them
and my take on how to vote:

Proposition 73 — abortion notification
This proposition is designed to make it

mandatory that a minor child who is seek-
ing an abortion must have at least one par-
ent notified, or seek a judicial waiver.

I think this is a bad answer to a terrible
situation. The facts of teen pregnancy are
appalling and this is a painful area to try
and legislate. However, it is not the gov-
ernment’s job to act as chaperone for all
of life’s events.

There is another good reason to vote
“no” on this proposition. It adds language
that reads “unborn child, a child con-
ceived but not born.” This is important
because it is the first step in making the
argument that a child exists, which is what
the Pro-Life lobby wants, so that they can
then argue that abortion should be out-
lawed, as the murder of a child.

Whether you are for or against abor-
tion, the fact is this proposition is chang-
ing California constitutional language
without full disclosure to the voters. That
is not right and this should be voted down. 

Proposition 74  — teacher tenure
This attempt at reforming our schools

and improving the education of our chil-
dren is another example of right ideas, bad
law. The idea is that good teachers should
be kept and bad teachers should be
removed from the classroom. It attempts
to make it easier to determine the good
from the bad, by making the probationary
period longer, so that the good teachers
can be discovered as well as the bad. 

The problem is that it doesn’t create
any inducements for people who are qual-
ified, to want to become teachers, and it
doesn’t reward those who are good to stay
on and continue performing.

We lack enough good teachers but that
has more to do with the fact that we value
them so little. If we want good teachers,
we should give people a reason to become
teachers. Making it harder to get tenure
only makes it harder to find qualified peo-
ple. This is backwards legislation.

Proposition 75 — public employee
union political contributions

This proposition is marketed as a way
to help union members decide where their
money is used. It requires an annual state-
ment by the employee that the funds col-
lected can be used for political purposes.
Unfortunately, it is an unnecessary law. 

Unions are about collective voices, and
in this state, the public unions are a large
block of votes. However, approximately
25 percent of their members are not par-
ticipating in the political debate. Right
now, no member is forced to spend their
money on political purposes. They have
the right to opt out of paying dues, and can
pay “fees” which are dedicated to the col-
lective bargaining purposes of the union.

This is about making it harder for the
unions to speak. By creating an annual
statement by the member, the burden is
being put on the unions to administer
additional pieces of information, and
accounting — neither of which has any
benefit to society at large. This is union
busting at its finest.

I’m not a big fan of unions, but they
should have the right to organize their
internal business however they want. This
is not a subject the voters should be decid-
ing, and we should vote it down.

Next week, I’ll finish up on the remain-
ing propositions that deal with “living
within our means,” “redistricting,” “pre-
scription drugs” and “electric companies.

(David Pisarra is a business develop-
ment lawyer in the Santa Monica firm of
Pisarra & Grist. He welcomes your ques-
tions and comments. He can be reached at
dpisarra@pisarra.com or (310) 664-9969.)
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Appalled at support for ‘molester’ 
Editor:

Just when you think you’ve heard it all, it is difficult to believe that there are actu-
ally people in this world that support child molesters. Gail Lawson’s letter (SMDP,
Oct. 20, page 4) regarding the lack of community support for pedophile Michael
Hearn was pure insanity. Doesn’t she know that child molesters will do anything
they can to “help” kids and they will do anything to be around them? As a parent of
Samohi students, I am angry that Ms. Lawson would go so far as to call the charac-
ter of the victims into question. There is no punishment too harsh for Michael Hearn
or for Carl Hammer. They should throw away the key for both of them, or better yet,
put them in general population when they get to prison. Thank God, Gail Lawson
lives in Las Vegas, away from our school system and kids.

Lori Emerson 
Santa Monica 

The other side of the props
Editor:

Harry M. Heily, president of the Santa Monica-Malibu CTA, is a perfect exam-
ple of the self-centered, thinking only of themselves, attitude represented by the
public unions over this special election. Harry re-states lies and misrepresentation in
his letter (SMDP, Oct. 21, page 4) and it makes me wonder how this gentleman can
be in charge of a group that is supposed to represent such an honorable profession as
teaching. Let’s start with Prop. 74, his “Blame Teachers Act.” How many other jobs
out there guarantee lifetime employment after only a few years? This insane notion
that for some reason teachers should not be held accountable is beyond me. It is com-
mon sense that if you know your job is 100 percent safe you may not be so inspired. 

With Prop. 75, Harry claims this is designed to silence teachers, nurses, fire-
fighters and other public employees. Well the reality is, it gives more of a voice to
them than they had before. The only thing Prop. 75 does is change the money col-
lected by unions for political reasons from an opt-out option to an opt-in option.
Now if the nurses, firefighters and teachers are as gung-ho as Harry thinks they are
to give up their hard-earned money for political ads they may or may not support,
why is he so worried? I would think that the day after this prop passes there will be
an onslaught of opt-in paperwork arriving in the union office. Or is the truth, the fact
that Harry is afraid that many of these public servants aren’t in the same political
camp as he and his union buddies are? Methinks the Harry doth protest too much.  

Prop. 76 only restores the powers the governor had only a short time ago. It gives
the legislature 45 days to fix budget shortfalls. If they cannot do it, the governor has
the authority to do it. The prop also changes the formula for the amounts that go up
each year for funding. Now Harry lies here again and claims there will be a cut in
education, but the reality is, there will be an increase, just not as much as Harry
wants. Now I know Harry would rather tax the living daylights out of the residents
of this state to fund more failed programs and a failed education system, but just
throwing money at a problem does not fix it. The tax and spend mantra of the unions
and the left in this state will be the downfall of us all. I wonder how Harry runs the
finances in his home? If he is short one month does he just go take money from the
rich guy at the corner or does he cut back on his donations to Move-on.org? 

Just as folks like Harry thought the recall election was going to be “unpopular”
and a waste of money, the state had an amazing turnout and Arnold won by a solid
amount. He has put the brakes on this runaway train that was California and is work-
ing on turning it around. The governor is not attacking teachers Harry, he is attack-
ing the greedy unions and the tax and spend liberals like yourself while protecting
this state and turning it around to recovery.  

Billy G. Woody 
Santa Monica

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Election will surely tell
if governor makes grade

WHAT’S
THE POINT?

BY DAVID PISARRA



There I was in the middle of the film’s
most romantic scene, and the entire the-
ater started shaking. I discovered during a
viewing of “Shopgirl,” that earthquakes
can directly hit Santa Monica. 

So tacky, I thought. It’s hardly neces-
sary to rattle the seats like we’re watching
“Jurassic Park” at Universal Studios. 

Quickly after, as the audience was
looking around in gasps of amazement, I
realized I had experienced my first Santa
Monica-centered earthquake.

I’m aware that we can feel earthquakes
from distant epicenters, but I didn’t know
there was a hot spot just off the Third
Street Promenade. 

Apparently, there was a 3.1 quake five
miles northwest of Santa Monica, right off
the coast where thousands bike, walk and
rollerblade on. 

Considering the wake of recent devas-
tating hurricanes to our Southland, mud-
slides in Guatemala, and the catastrophic
earthquake in Pakistan, I wasn’t psyched
about being stuck in a LA movie theater
during the initial rattle. I’m not one for
waiting to see if a short, yet startling shake
is the precursor to something phenome-
nally worse. 

I looked up at the enormous gray
blocks jutting out of the theater’s ceiling,
wondering just how well the massive
material was secured. Not wanting to be a
fraidy cat, though, I tried to sit and bear it,
my hands wound tightly around my Rice
Krispy bar. 

It wasn’t too hard to focus as the film’s
storyline and actors were great. But I
could hardly think about that as my Jetta
was stuck stationary in a brigade of cars
that made its way to the fifth level of the

parking structure.
Tons of cement barreling down on you

isn’t a great way to go, either. 
I tried to breathe in and out — as my

yoga instructor taught me — to success-
fully release my fear. But my pessimistic-
realist side put my yoga instructor into a
downward dog. My pessimistic side can
be a real jerk sometimes.

However, 20 minutes later we made
our way out safely, back to our rent-con-
trol apartments. True, Santa Monica isn’t
Kansas, but sometimes there really is no
place like home. 

I think what scares me most about
earthquakes is their lack of warning. You
don’t often get time to evacuate, leaving
only your ’80s CD collection to receive
the brunt of the damage. You could be on
a LA freeway underpass, a pedestrian road
bridge or in an underground parking struc-
ture, and not know you were driving into
the onslaught of disaster. Or, you could be
in a movie theater, with 100 people run-
ning around panicking as the ceiling col-
lapses. I know those are my favorite kinds
of movies.

Soothing image, I know. But you can’t
live life avoiding every elevator and on-
ramp in SoCal in fear of the next gigantic
quake. Well you could — actually, that
might be the solution to LA’s traffic prob-
lem. 

I’m not a big eat, drink and be merry
person. Merry is for Santas. But I do pro-
mote not running around worrying when
the next earthquake will come. It’s not
your boyfriend. It can check in when it
wants, eat all your food, and leave when it
feels like it too. Wait, maybe that is your
boyfriend.

Just don’t worry about when it will
happen. A little rattle might actually help
the plot of some Hollywood blockbuster
movies. Especially if they aren’t romantic
dramas.

(Heidi can be reached at anydayin-
la@gmail.com.)
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Santa MonicaSanta Monica TOBACCO
“THE LUXURY TOBACCO SHOP”

1434 Fourth St. 
Santa Monica
(parking in rear)

$30.99

All Premium
Cigarettes

310.393.9592
$9.99 $38.79

Marlboro, Camel, Winston,
Newport, Kool, Virgina Slim

Nat Sherman NY cut
2-pack for

Copenhagen / Skoal
Kodiak

+ tax

+ tax + tax

Are you
lucky enough
to be here?

$7.40 + tax $13.85 + tax

2 for

Nat Sherman MCD
Natural 3 Pack For:

Offers expire:10/31/05
ALL PREVIOUS OFFERS EXPIRE:10/31/05

Shaken, not stirred:
Quakes a fact of life

ANY DAY
IN LA

BY HEIDI MANTEUFFEL
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AA OLYMPIC
Self Storage

Serving Santa Monica and West L.A.

2 Months FREE Rent 

+ FREE Lock
Call for details

OPEN 7 DAYS

(310)829-2525
3250 OLYMPIC BLVD. • www.selfstorage.net/aaolympic

Call About
FREE Truck
Rental Plan

SELF
STORAGE
MEMBER

01594222

the 1300 and 1400 blocks of Fourth Street
between Arizona Avenue and Broadway,
and the 1400 and 1600 blocks of Fifth
Street between Broadway and  Olympic
Avenue. They include the temporary site
of the Santa Monica Library, a parking
structure site, and several smaller proper-
ties currently being used for retail and
offices. 

Officials who attended an April 26
closed session, in which several of the
properties were discussed, said the City
Hall’s parking plan was a major compo-
nent driving the real estate search.

COUNCIL LOOKING FOR SPACE 
The downtown parking plan was

signed off by the City Council in 2002
after nearly a year of research and discus-
sion by a task force specifically created to
address the shortage of downtown park-
ing. A consultant was hired for $150,000
to help the task force find potential park-
ing places and figure out how to finance
them.

The plan would add 1,712 new parking
spaces between Fifth Street and the Third
Street Promenade. City Hall has already
embarked on the rebuilding and retro-
fitting of some existing parking garages,
which will create a total of 2,931 spaces.
The new spaces will come from rebuild-
ing and adding to three garages — which
will produce 712 slots — and another
1,000 by constructing two new structures
near Fifth Street. Those structures will
have street-level retail and be used by
those with monthly passes so short-term
visitors can park closer to the Promenade.

It’s estimated that the additions will
cost about $92.5 million, which would be
self-financed through revenue bonds paid
for by increasing parking fees and down-
town property assessments. The costs will
most likely be passed on to drivers, as
well as developers and business owners
who operate in the downtown area.

Monthly parking rates in the garages are
expected to be increased from $75 a month
to $105, and short-term rates would
increase to $1.25 every 20 minutes after the
first two free hours, with a maximum of $10
for the day. The current maximum is $7.

The task force reasoned that property
owners would benefit from the additional
spaces and, therefore, should help finance
them. New commercial development
downtown already pays into a shared
parking fund and is not required to pro-
vide separate parking. The downtown area
has seen about 50,000 square feet of
growth per year over the past eight years.

As far as the assessments are con-
cerned, the task force considered tacking
on an extra 50 cents per square foot to
existing properties and expanding the
assessment district to include an addition-
al 1.9 million square feet in commercial
space. That district would include north of
Wilshire Boulevard, the east side of Sixth
Street, the north side of Colorado Avenue
and the east side of Ocean Avenue. 

Jeff Mathieu, director of City Hall’s
resource management department, said in

addition to securing possible parking
sites, the city also frequently looks at real
estate in order to help improve easements,
infrastructure and affordable housing.

Mathieu said people in the real estate
community frequently contact him to let
him know sites are available for purchase.
If it seems City Hall may have some use
for the sites, they are discussed in closed
session. If the City Council discloses it’s
interested in acquiring one of the sites,
city staff will then look further into the
properties.

According to Mathieu, there was no
particular real estate purchasing budget
City Hall operates on, but that purchases
were driven by need. He said one way to
secure funds for real estate investment, if
the funds were not immediately available,
was by raising bonds.

Mathieu did not say which of the sites
City Hall may pursue buying. He said the
properties were listed on the agenda
because the law requires the city provide
some public disclosure whenever a prop-
erty is on the table for discussion.

LIGHT RAIL MAKING ITS WAY
Negotiations for the Sears property,

402 Colorado Ave., is also set to be dis-
cussed in closed session Tuesday evening.
City Hall has shown interest in purchasing
the 40,000-square-foot property for more
than a year. It’s currently owned by Sears
and is used as a retail outlet and car repair
shop.

Officials have said the land could be
the ideal site for the western end of a pro-
posed light rail line from downtown Los
Angeles to Santa Monica. It also might be
used to build more affordable housing or a
new parking structure.

Plans for a light rail project from down-
town LA to Santa Monica are still in the
preliminary stages, but $505 million has
been set aside for the first phase of the
line, which threads into Culver City and is
scheduled to be completed in 2012.

The property is part of a master plan for
the civic center area which is on hold
because of the budget crisis. Officials
hope to make a giant public space down-
town, stretching from the Third Street
Promenade, past City Hall and the Santa
Monica Courthouse, to Main Street.  

Mayor Pam O’Connor, who sits on the
board of the Metropolitan Transportation
Authority, said the plan is to bring the
light rail line to Santa Monica, contrary to
recent reports that Los Angeles 11th
District Councilman Bill Rosendahl may
try to make the line pass through Venice
instead.

Because the light rail line is already set
to come to Santa Monica, O’ Connor said
acquisition of the Sears property wouldn’t
expedite or “lure” the line to the city.

“The MTA board has a vision and
intent that the Expo line comes to Santa
Monica,” O’ Connor said. “The details are
still to be worked out.”

O’ Connor said the MTA board in
spring will begin to discuss details for the
second phase of the light rail’s construc-
tion to Santa Monica.

Mayor: Sears site not
necessary as lure for rail
LAND HO, from page 1

INTERESTED IN YOUR DAILY FORECAST?

CHECK OUT THE HOROSCOPES ON PAGE 2!
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Notice of Public Hearing
Tuesday, November 8, 2005
City Council meeting starts at 6:45 p.m.

Annual Review of the City’s Coordinated Plan for Homeless Services

As required by Municipal Code Section 2.69.030, the City Council will
hold a Public Hearing on the Annual Review of the City’s Coordinated
Plan for Homeless Services to gain public input on:

■ the impact of the City’s homeless population on other residents of the
City;
■ the effectiveness of the delivery of services to the homeless by the City
and various social service agencies;
■ the cost of those services; and
■ the changes which should be made in the plan in order to carry out its
primary goals and objectives.

Copies of the report will be available to the public on November 3, 2005.
To obtain a copy of the report, please contact the Human Services
Division, located at 1685 Main Street, Room 212, Santa Monica, CA
90401, at (310) 458-8701 or online at smgov.net.  Written comments can
be submitted to Gigi Decavalles-Hughes at the above address by noon on
November 8, 2005 and will be presented to the City Council that evening,
or you may present your comments in person at the City Council public
hearing.

For more information, call (310) 458-8701, TTY (310) 458-8696; Fax
(310) 458-3380; Email: human-services@santa-monica.org.  City Hall and
the Council Chambers are wheelchair accessible.  If you have disability-
related accommodation requests or language interpretation, please con-
tact the City Clerk’s Office at (310) 458-8211; TTY (310) 458-8696 at least
3 days prior to the scheduled meeting. This flier is available in alternate
format upon request. Santa Monica Blue Bus Lines #2, #3, and #8 serve
City Hall.  Limited parking.

Jefferson Boulevard in West Los Angeles.
The Venice property has been in use by

transit agencies for more than 100 years.
However, it’s inefficient, costing $5 mil-
lion a year in wasted drive time — the dis-
tance in miles a transit bus must travel
before entering a revenue-generating area,
according to MTA officials. 

The Venice bus division accommo-
dates 77 buses and can’t handle clean-air
natural gas (CNG) fueling. Before the
swap occurs, RAD Jefferson is to build
MTA’s new facility, which will include
CNG fueling, according to the agreement.
The new West L.A. facility will handle
150 buses — all of which will operate on
CNG — according to MTA officials. 

The Venice Sunset property is valued
at $12.9 million, and the agreement calls
for MTA to kick in $8 million to make up
the difference in the cost of the new trans-
portation center.

Meanwhile, Los Angeles 11th District
Councilman Bill Rosendahl said he will
not support the project, which is to be
built within his jurisdiction, unless RAD
makes a better effort to build consensus
through the Grass Roots Venice
Neighborhood Council (GRVNC), which
hopes to become a revitalized community
group during Rosendahl’s term.

The proposal calls for erecting a
255,766-square-foot building, which
would be up to 56 feet tall and include 214
condos and 20,000 square feet of com-
mercial retail space.

In a letter sent to the Los Angeles city
planning department, Rosendahl indicated
he has heard an outcry from constituents who
oppose the RAD development. In particular,
he has issues with exemptions the developer
seeks for height, density and design.

Last Wednesday, members of the
GRVNC’s land use and planning commit-

tee voted (5-2) in favor of recommending
16 changes to RAD’s proposal. 

Among the design changes, the com-
mittee requested the building’s maximum
height be reduced from 56 to 35 feet.
Commercial development would be bro-
ken up from one tenant occupying 20,000
square feet to 10 tenants occupying 2,000
square feet, committee members said.

In addition, the developer would be
required to make several concessions for
public benefit, including: an arts compo-
nent added to the site; the expansion of
sidewalks, bus, bike and other traffic mit-
igation measures; and the creation of a
park area and community room.

Committee members said 20 percent of
housing units should be designated for
very low-income residents and 10 percent
should be designated for moderate-
income residents. 

Calls to RAD regarding the requests
weren’t returned.

Jody Litvak, regional community rela-
tions manager for the MTA, said the
agreement with RAD would allow the
transit agency to provide better service to
users in which the buses would use clean-
er gas.

Litvak said MTA has been working for
25 years to relinquish the Venice bus yard
property.

“Officially, MTA has no position on
what happens to the Venice property
when we leave, except that we want and
need to go,” Latvik said. “This is the clos-
est we’ve come in years (to a deal).  

“It isn’t easy to do.”
The GRVNC is set to discuss RAD’s

proposal and the planning committee’s
suggestions at 7:30 p.m. at Venice High
School, 13000 Venice Blvd. 

The Los Angeles planning commis-
sion’s public hearing is set to be held at 8
a.m. on Thursday, Oct. 27, at Los Angeles
City Hall, 200 N. Spring St., 10th floor.

MTA says land swap
25 years in the making
RAD LAND SWAP, from page 1

between Adelaide Drive and Montana
Avenue; Second Street from Wilshire
Boulevard to Colorado Avenue; Georgina
Avenue between Ocean Avenue and
Fourth Street; Palisades Avenue from
Ocean Avenue to Fourth Street; and
Wilshire Boulevard from Yale Street to
Centinela Avenue.

City officials will pay the construction
company more than $2 million, which is
several hundred thousand dollars more
than the city engineer’s estimate of $1.6
million, staff said.

City Hall contracted with Steiny and
Company for last year’s lighting project
and the firm has also completed projects
for the cities of Los Angeles and Santa
Clarita.

City officials also will pay SA
Associates $132,000 to inspect Steiny and
Company’s work.

NEW WAYS OF PICKING UP TRASH
Officials will withdraw $188,000 from

city coffers to evaluate trash disposal and
new ways of delivering it.

The contract comes on the heels of

action taken by the City Council this past
summer to deal with the inefficiencies of
the city’s trash operation — which has
been an ongoing issue for several years. 

City Hall’s solid waste balances have
been decreasing to varying degrees over
the last four years and needed to be cor-
rected to keep the bonds that support the
funds in legal compliance, according to
officials.

In order to begin restoring the funds to
a healthy level, the City Council in June
adopted a rate schedule that increased the
cost of solid waste rates by 10 percent
citywide.

The rates are to be in effect at least this
year, with staff and consultants to follow
up and evaluate the costs and revenues for
services that have prompted the city’s util-
ity funds to be depleted by as much as $20
million.

City Hall will pay Gershman, Brickner
& Bratton, Inc. $61,000 to evaluate the
city’s budget for trash disposal, propose
alternative ways of delivering solid waste
and analyze the rates for trash pick-up. 

If city staff choose an alternative means

Let there be light: Leaders
shelling out for street lamps
LIGHTING UP, from page 1

See LIGHTING UP, page 8



LOCAL ❑ STATE

BY MICHELLE LOCKE 
Associated Press Writer 

NAPA, Calif. — Some European Union
lawmakers are fuming over a new U.S.
wine trade agreement, saying they’re
being force-fed such New World innova-
tions as subbing wood chips for barrel
aging or even, quelle horreur, adding
water. 

U.S. winemakers contend that their
practices are legitimate — and point out
the Old World has wine wiles of its own. 

At issue is a clash between the tradi-
tion-bound, heavily regulated European
wine industry and a much younger
American wine industry that came of age
during a technological revolution. 

“The difference in the New World —
and it’s not just California and the United
States, it’s Australia and New Zealand as
well — is: Is there a more efficient way to
do something with technology?” said
Roger Boulton, enology professor at the
University of California, Davis. “The
question is when is it modifying and
manipulating it and when is it a tradition-
al practice just done in a more effective
way. That’s really the debate.” 

Underlying the winemaking quarrel are
market realities. 

Although the EU continues to export
far more wine than the U.S., Australian
and U.S. wines — along with imports
from Chile and other countries — have
been making gains in the European mar-
ket. 

According to the San Francisco-based
Wine Institute, a trade association, the
United States exported $736 million
worth of wine in 2004, an increase of
nearly 30 percent over 2003, with nearly
$500 million of that going to the European
Community. Major European wine pro-
ducers exported $2.3 billion worth of wine
in 2004 to the United States, down slight-
ly from 2003 largely due to French
exports dropping 7.6 percent to a little less
than half that total. 

Meanwhile, Australian wine exports
have also been booming. In the highly
competitive market of the United
Kingdom, sales of Australian wine more
than doubled from 126.8 million liters in

1999 to 254.8 million liters in 2004,
according to wine industry consultant Jon
Fredrikson of Woodside-based Gomberg,
Fredrikson & Associates. 

“What I think really is happening is
that the marketplace is voting for
California wine in a resounding land-
slide,” said Eric P. Wente, chief executive
officer of Wente Vineyards and Wine
Institute chairman. “What they’re (critics)
seeking to do is use legislation to combat
their inability to change winemaking
styles, their wine quality and their
approach to the marketplace.” 

Under the accord, reached by negotia-
tors in Washington in September, the
United States and the European Union
agreed to recognize each other’s wine-
making practices. Meanwhile, the U.S.
administration agreed to ask Congress to
stop U.S. producers from using names
such as sherry, port and Champagne that
derive from European wine-growing
regions. 

A spokeswoman for the U.S. trade rep-
resentative’s office said he will work with
Congress on finding the best way to intro-
duce the legislation once the agreement is
signed, possibly later this fall. 

In a compromise, the deal grandfathers
in established brands, irking European
producers. 

The agreement has to be approved by
the 25 EU member states, and some EU
parliamentarians have been loud in their
disdain. “I don’t want a McDonald’s type
chardonnay,” said French Liberal
Democrat Anne Laperuze. 
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Wine agreement pitting
Old World vs. the New

Going to grape lengths: 
A look at U.S. wine exports
By The Associated Press 

U.S. wine exports by liters 
2004 2003 2002 
United Kingdom
142,858,000 118,995,000 95,446,000 
Germany
27,670,000 19,265,000 8,635,000 
France
8,953,000 8,579,000 5,943,000 

Source: The Wine Institute 

of delivery, the company will propose
new service options and pick-up rates,
which would cost an additional $127,000.

LOCAL WATERS ‘IMPAIRED’
The remainder of tonight’s spending —

$47,470 — will help fund the construction
of a new water-treatment facility. 

The majority of the expenses will be paid
in grants City Hall received from the
California Integrated Waste Management
Board and Proposition 12 in 2001 and
Proposition 13 in 2004, totaling $1,419,930. 

City officials picked Blios
Construction, Inc. to build the water-treat-
ment facility at Mar Vista Park. The city
of Los Angeles gave Santa Monica the
permission to use its land to construct and
maintain the urban runoff system.

Mar Vista Park was the preferred site
because it has open space for construction,
is easily accessible for operation and
maintenance and is close to the Sepulveda
Channel, which can absorb water in case
of a flood.

The DMR Team was chosen to manage
the project the responsibilities of dealing
with traffic control and detours, holding
progress meetings periodically and pro-
viding information to the contractor when
needed and keeping files on the construc-
tion. 

The goal of the project is to improve
the city’s water quality and stop water
from flowing from the Centinela Basin to
Ballona Creek, which pours into the Santa
Monica Bay.

Both the creek and bay have poor water
quality and are on the national list of
impaired water bodies that need attention.

City Hall coughing up $47K
for new urban runoff system
LIGHTING UP, from page 7



Numbers game: Make way for ‘Deano’ 
By The Associated Press 

RANCHO MIRAGE — The city is about to eliminate its last street with a numerical
name: Residents of 35th Avenue are soon going to be living on Dean Martin Drive. 

The nondescript numerical street names have been replaced over the decades
with flashier monikers, often named after celebrities who have called the desert
home. 

Wonder Palms Road, originally 38th Avenue, became Frank Sinatra Drive; 36th
Avenue was changed to Gerald Ford Drive; and 34th Avenue became Dinah Shore
Drive. 

The latest change involves the western portion of 35th Avenue, which soon
becomes Dean Martin Drive. The eastern portion of 35th Avenue is Ginger Rogers
Road. 

“I looked around one day and said 35th Avenue has no panache. We need a bet-
ter name,” said Gordon Pringle, 62, who lives in a gated community along the
1,600-foot-long stretch of 35th Avenue. 

Martin, who died in 1995, came over from Palm Springs to visit Sinatra in
Rancho Mirage, said his son, Craig Martin, 63, who lives in Rancho Mirage. 

“They’d play and go out,” Craig Martin said. “He enjoyed the golf courses here.” 
Neighbor John Budd, 67, noted Frank Sinatra Drive is just a couple of streets

away. 
“It’s kind of keeping the two buddies together,” he said. 
None of the residents in gated communities along the new stretch of Dean Martin

Drive will have to change their address since only their community entrances abut
the tree-lined street. 

Rancho Mirage requires that new street names relate to a desert or development
theme, or have historic significance. 

The city approved the change for 35th Avenue in September and it’s expected to
take about three months for the signs to be completed and installed. 

Far out: LAX wants ‘Gateway’ moniker
By The Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — Officials at Los Angeles International Airport are aggressively
pursuing the title “Gateway to the East,” investing millions to make room at LAX
for the new generation of mammoth double-decker jetliners that carry 550 people. 

The airport will spend millions of dollars preparing for the arrival of the Airbus
A380 super-jumbo jet and the lucrative routes across the Pacific Ocean. San
Francisco has opened an international terminal built with the A380 in mind. 

The planes could secure Los Angeles’ position as the gateway to the East, but
they could also give San Francisco a growing claim to that title. 

“We’re out in front,” said Jesse Blout, director of economic and work force
development for the San Francisco mayor’s office. “That certainly suggests that we
would have a head start on new routes.” 

In coming weeks, workers at LAX will begin a $7 million project to refashion a
corner gate in the international terminal for the new planes. A second gate will fol-
low, on the other side of the terminal. Both will have two loading bridges for the
double decks of the A380. 

LAX officials have talked about renovating more gates inside the international
terminal to make them ready for the new planes, but those efforts are still prelimi-
nary. 

“If you’re not prepared to handle it, then you lose your status as the internation-
al gateway,” said Frank Clark, executive director of the LAX Terminal Equity
Corp., an entity owned by the air carriers that use the international terminal. 

STATE BRIEFS

STATE
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Learn about Captioned 

Telephone Service (CapTel), 

an exciting opportunity to 

read what the other calling 

party is saying during a 

telephone conversation. 

You are invited 
to a CRSAC 
Public Meeting
Friday, October 28th, 

2 – 8 pm, Van Nuys

The California Relay Service

Advisory Committee (CRSAC)

reviews specialized phone 

services for hard of hearing,

deaf, and speech-disabled

callers.

CapTel users will describe their

experience with this new free

service, starting with the 6 p.m.

session. Public comment is invit-

ed. No cost. No obligation. No

reservations needed.

Wheelchair accessible.

A Program of the California
Public Utilities Commission

Captioned 
Telephone Service
for Hard of Hearing and Deaf Callers

Agenda
2:00 – 5:00 Business Meeting    

5:00 – 6:00 Dinner break

6:00 – 7:00 New Captioned Telephone 

Expanded Field Trial: 

Overview and user panel

7:00 – 8:00 Public Input

Location
Airtel Plaza Hotel, Concorde III Meeting Room

7277 Valjean Avenue, Van Nuys, CA 91406

Directions: www.airtelplaza.com

Tel: 800-2-AIRTEL (800-224-7835)

ASL Sign Language interpreters and 

Real-time captioning will be provided.

For more information:

Changchup Nyima

Voice 1-510-302-1100 ext.110

TTY 1-510-302-1118

Email changchup@ddtp.org
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“When I’m not running City Council meetings, 
I’m reading about them in the Daily Press.”

- Pam O’Connor, Mayor of Santa Monica

www.smdp.com
Santa Monica Daily Press



Two hard to understand
Dear Dorie,
My 2-year-old daughter seems to talk incessantly. The

problem is, I can’t understand a lot of what she’s saying.
What’s going on and what should I be doing?

— Mommy of a Mumbler

Dear Mommy,
One of the great things about the “terrific twos” is lan-

guage acquisition. Infant gibberish becomes toddler
attempts at adult language. This is great camera footage (or
baby book notes) along the lines of, “I tawt I taw a puddy
tat.” You can encourage your toddler in a few ways:

When speaking with your daughter, get down to her
level. Kneel or sit and make eye-to-eye contact to
improve your listening and let her know that you’re
attempting to understand.

When your child mispronounces a word, do your best
not to laugh or correct. If you understand the word, use it
in your response. For example, your daughter points to
the stove and says, “tot! No touch.” And you respond,
“Yes, the stove is hot. We don’t touch it.” If you don’t
understand the word, ask for clarification. For example,
“Please point to the tot for me.” This helps your under-
standing without discouraging her use of new words.

Finally, look for every opportunity to ask a question and
establish two-way conversation. The answer will come and
the correct pronunciation will follow. Good luck.

— Dorie

(Dorie Meek is director of the Infant & Family
Support Program, provided by Saint John’s Health
Center in partnership with the Santa Monica-Malibu
Unified School District. Meek answers questions con-
cerning children ages birth to 5 years old. Submit your
questions to “Dear Dorie” at meek@smmusd.org, or call
(310) 452-6132; fax (310) 452-6392).

Since I’m old enough to be a grandmother of eight,
I’m old enough to hear myself saying, “When I was your
age ....” As a kid, I rolled my eyes when I heard that. But
I find myself saying that a lot these days and I don’t know
if it’s because I’m old or because I’m wise.

In the old days ...
Take birthday parties, for instance. When I was par-

enting children in the ’60s, birthday parties were very dif-
ferent from those I had experienced as a child.

Going to a birthday party used to involve putting on
clean clothes and taking a present for the birthday girl or
boy.  

You played some games, watched the gifts being
opened, and ate some cake and ice cream. You thanked
your friend’s mom. You went home.

The insufficient party
However, when it was time to go home from a party I

gave for my son Tom’s seventh birthday, one little guest
asked, “Where is my goody bag?”

Startled, I thought, “Am I supposed to send every boy
and girl home with a bag of treats?” A sin of omission.

But the next birthday party I threw, I complied with
the prevailing norm. After all, what would the other par-
ents say about me when their children returned home sans
a goody bag? A respectable goody bag at that.

Lo and behold, my good effort wasn’t enough. One lit-
tle boy, upon opening his creatively decorated sack,
exclaimed, “Is this all?” I still remember the look he gave
me.

More and more
When our oldest was 8 years old, he regaled us with

descriptions of all the wonderful things they had done at

his friend’s party. The party-goers were treated to a
movie, a feast at the pizza parlor and a stop at the ice
cream store where each child could order what he want-
ed. 

The birthday goody bag itself was, to my mind, over
the top. Each one contained at least $5 worth of stuff. The
gift given to the birthday boy hardly cost that much. 

Another chance
It would soon be time to plan son Tom’s birthday

party. Our family couldn’t afford the kind of party others
were giving. I didn’t think it was a good idea anyway.
“Too much,” I thought. And Tom wasn’t pushing for an
elaborate celebration. 

My challenge was making it OK for me not to do a
party the way most of our neighborhood kids’ moms did
parties.  

Could I do what I felt was best for my kid and our fam-
ily and risk being the subject of whispered judgments?  

Or would I short the family in some way in order to get
the funds for a more lavish party?

What would you decide?  
Back then, I made my decision intuitively, but now,

I’d know to fall back on the “Test of Four:”
■ Would an elaborate party help my son accomplish

his developmental tasks? (For an 8-year-old, setting
boundaries, developing skills, learning to develop and
live with rules and consequences, etc.)

■ Would an elaborate party cause the spending a dis-
proportionate share of family resources?

■ Would an elaborate party apt to benefit me more
than my son?

■ Would an elaborate party cause harm to others?
Using the Test of Four, if one of the answers to the

four questions is “yes,” it’s probably not going to be
something I’d want to do.

What do you think I decided? Even back in the old
days wisdom prevailed.

(Connie Dawson, Jean Illsley Clarke and David
Bredehoft are co-authors of “How Much Is Enough?
Everything You Need to Know to Steer Clear of
Overindulgence and Raise Likeable, Responsible and
Respectful Children, Toddlers to Teens.” Dawson can be
reached at cdawson@whidbey.com. To read more about
overindulgence, go to www.overindulgence.info.)
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SPECIAL EVENTS - HALLOWEEN FUN
THURS., OCT. 27 – 3:30 p.m.
Spooky stories, crafts and trick-or-treat fun for
ages 4 and up.  Costumes welcome.  FREE!
Fairview Library, 2101 Ocean Park Blvd., 450-
0443. 

FRI., OCT. 28 - 4:30 – 9:00 p.m.   
BOYS & GIRLS CLUB of SANTA MONICA HAL-
LOWEEN FESTIVAL
This festival features rides, moon bounce,
game and art booths, costume contest, prizes,
food and music.  Free admission, activities and
food $.25 - $1.50.  1238 Lincoln Blvd., 393-
9629. 

SAT., OCT. 29
MOMS CLUB of SANTA MONICA HALLOWEEN
PARTY
3:00 – 5:00 p.m.  This non-scary party will fea-
ture crafts, songs, play, costume parade, light
refreshments and trick-or-treating all in an
indoor play place with lots of fun things to do.
The public is invited to join in on the fun and
experience what the MOMS Club is all about –
friendship, community and support.  $12 per
child, RSVP required to Nina at smdp.com or
395-7321.  A Kid’s Place, 12306 Venice, Blvd.,
West LA.    

FRANKLIN SCHOOL CARNIVAL – 10:00 a.m. –
4:00 p.m.
Frankie’s School of Magic presents a day of
wizardry including the Chamber of Secrets
Haunted House, Prof. Snapes Pumpkin Patch,
Dumbledore’s Magician, fortune tellers, rides,
games, treats and more!  Free admission, tick-
eted rides, games and food.  2400 Montana
Ave., 828-2814.

3RD ST. PROMENADE – 1:00 – 4:00 p.m.
Tawni’s Pony and Petting Zoo will be set up
near Broadway with free rides and petting for
the kids, and  Casper the friendly ghost and
friends will be in the area with spooky give-
aways.

HAUNTED DRIVE-IN at the PIER – 4:00 – 8:00
p.m. 
Pier-wide trick-or-treating starts at 4:00, sign
up at the big screen at 5:00 for the costume
contest, and enjoy a screening of Beetlejuice at
6:00 p.m.  FREE tickets required for entry,
available at Santa Monica Conv. & Visitors
Bureau locations and LA Car Guy dealerships
including Lexus, Toyoto, Mitsubishi, Scion and
Volkswagen.
SM PIER ACQUARIUM -12:30 – 5:00 p.m., also
Sun., Oct. 30 
Creepy critters, gooey seaweed and mysteries

of the deep investigated in this special
Halloween program.  Admission is $1 for adults,
kids under 12 are free.  

SAT. and SUN. THRU OCT. 30
ABSOLUTELY HALLOWEEN at the Santa
Monica Playhouse
12:30 and 3:30 p.m.  A family theatre world
premiere this show tells the heartwarming  tale
of a young girl who learns valuable lessons
about life, love and laughter from her cat on
Halloween.  1211 4th St., 394-9779, ext. 2 for
reservations, $10.50 children under 12, $12.50
adults. 

MON., OCT 31 – HAPPY HALLOWEEN!
PALLOWEEN CARNIVAL – 5:00 – 9:00 p.m.
This awesome event is presented by the SM
Police Activities League and features fun and
games, music, booths, trick-or-treating, cos-
tume contest and food.  For youth and their
families, FREE admission, ticketed activities
and food, costume contest begins at 6:00 p.m.
Barker Hangar, 3021 Airport Ave., 458-8988.

COSTUME TRICK-or-TREATING at SANTA
MONICA PLACE 
4:00 – 7:00 p.m.  Look for Casper the Friendly
Ghost and friends for spooky giveaways and
enjoy mall-wide trick-or-treating.  

TUESDAY 

MOMS Club of Santa Monica Playgroup –
11:00 a.m., for children born 1/04 – 9/04. Call
or email Alison at 393-4481/riversalison@hot-
mail.com for more info.  All moms welcome!

Movies for Moms!  11:00 a.m., Loews
Cineplex Broadway Theatre, 1441 3rd St.
Promenade – for Moms and babies newborn –

1 year old.  Doors open early for socializing and
getting comfortable.  Visit
www.enjoytheshow.com/reelmoms for details. 
Oct. 25 – Stay starring Ewan McGregor, Naomi
Watts and Ryan Gosling.  Suspense, Rated “R.” 

Storytelling
Main Library – held at Reed Park, corner of 7th
and Wilshire. 
Toddler Storytime; 10:00 a.m. For 2 year olds
with adult. 
Preschool Story Time; 10:30 a.m.; for ages 3-
5. 
Fairview Branch Library – 2101 Ocean Park
Blvd – 310-450-0443.
Cuentos Para Pequenos – 10:00 a.m., six-
week series in Spanish for 24 – 36 month olds.
Lap Time – 11:00 a.m, six-week series for
babies 0-24 months, co-sponsored by the
SMMUSD Infant & Family Support Program.  
Next session Nov. 1 – Dec. 6.
Twilight Story Time -7pm – an ongoing pro-
gram for 3-5 year olds. 
Montana Avenue Branch Library – 1704
Montana Ave – 310-829-7081.
Family Story Time – 7:00 p.m., all ages.
Terrific Tuesdays – Oct. 25 & Nov. 22 – holiday
themed stories and crafts for ages 5–8. 
Ocean Park Branch Library – 2601 Main St. –
310-392-3804.
Toddler Storytime, 10:00 and 10:30. Music,
rhymes and stories for 2 to 3 year olds.
Next session Nov. 8 – Dec. 13.  Registration
required.
Tiny Tuesday Storytime at Storyopolis
For ages infant to 3.  11:00 a.m.  116 North
Robertson, Plaza A, LA.  310-358-2500,
www.storyopolis.com
Barnes and Noble at the Grove
Storytime for ages 2 – 6.  10:00 a.m.  189
Grove Drive, LA, 323-525-0270

Classes
YWCA – A Place for Parents –Toddler & Me
Class - 9:15 - 10:15 a.m. – 12 to 36 months;
Infant & Me Class – 10:45 – 11:45 a.m. and
1:30 – 2:30 p.m., 0 – 12 months;  2019 14th
St. Call 452-3881for details and prices.
YMCA – Attachment Parenting Classes - 2:00 –
3:30 p.m., 1332 Sixth St., 393-2721 (ask for
Shelana Philip-Guide or Audrey Meyer).  This
new class for mothers/dads and babies up to
12 months is presented by Karol Darsa, PsyD, a
licensed psychologist with extensive experi-
ence working with children and families.  Fees:
Members – 1 class - $40, 5 class pass - $180;
Non-members - $50, 5 class pass - $200.
BREAKTHROUGH PARENTING CLASSES – 7:00
– 9:30 p.m.
An advanced 10-week parent education course.
Continuous enrollment.  For info call Jayne A.
Major, Ph.D., Breakthrough Parenting Services,
Inc., 310-823-7846, jm@BPinAction.org.

Yoga & Exercise 
Prenatal Aqua Aerobics at the Santa Monica
YMCA
10:00 – 11:00 a.m and 7:30 – 8:30 p.m; Free
for members, non-members $90 for 10 class-
es. (also Thursday nights 7:30 – 8:30 p.m.)
393-2721. ext. 117 for more info.
Yoga Works – 2215 Montana Ave, 310-393-
5150; Pre/postnatal – 12:15 – 1:40 p.m., $15.
Mommy and Me – 1:45 – 3:00 p.m.
Mommy Care – at the Dance Factory, 11606
San Vicente Blvd., Brentwood, 310-394-6711.
Combined Pregnancy/Recovery Exercise Group
– 7:00 – 8:00 p.m.. (babies welcome, includes
baby massage and workout at the end)
Itsy Bitsy Yoga – Baby IBY (6 weeks to pre-
crawling) – 9:30 – 10:30 a.m.  With Khefri Riley
at Ocean Oasis, 1333 Ocean Ave.  Register at
www.khefri.net or call 323-549-5383.
Stroller Strides Fitness Class  – 9:30 a.m.
Mon. – Fri., Palisades Park, call 800-795-6708
or visit www.strollerstrides.com for more info.

Breastfeeding Group
The Pump Station, 2415 Wilshire Blvd., 310-
998-1981 - drop-in, first class free, $10 fee
thereafter.  Moms/babies 0-4 months, 1:00 –
2:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY

MOMS Club of Santa Monica Playgroups –
4:30 p.m., separate groups for children born in
2000 and 2001.  Call or email Alison at 393-
4481/riversalison@hotmail.com for more info.
All moms welcome!

Storytelling
The Talking Stick Coffee Lounge – 1630
Ocean Park Blvd., 450-6052
10:30 a.m.  Free story time for moms and kids
ages 0-4 at this neighborhood coffee shop. 
Fairview Branch Library – 2101 Ocean Park
Blvd – 310-450-0443. 
Toddler Story Time – 9:30 a.m., for two year
olds with adult.  
Preschool Story Time – 10:30 a.m.; for 3-5
year olds with adult.
Next session Nov. 2 – Dec. 7.
Montana Avenue Branch Library – 1704
Montana Ave – 310-829-7081.
Lap Time - 10:15 & 11:15 a.m., ages 0-2.  Next
session Oct. 26 – Dec. 14. 
Ocean Park Branch Library – 2601 Main St.
–392-3804. 
Preschool Twilight Story Time – 7:00 – 7:30
p.m.  Parents/children ages 3-5.
Barnes and Noble, Westside Pavilion – 2 pm
– ages 2-5 – 310-475-4144
Border’s, Westwood – 11a.m. – 310-475-
3444.

Classes
YWCA – A Place for Parents –Toddler & Me
Class - 10:45 – 11:45 a.m., 7 to 36 months;
2019 14th St. Call 452-3881for details and
prices.

Rhythm Child Parent & Me Rhythms, Santa
Monica Studios, 3025 Olympic Blvd.,  9:30 –
10:15 a.m.  Children explore rhythms through
drum play.  For toddlers.   $100 for 8 weeks.
Call 204-5466 or visit www.rhythmchild.net for
more info and session dates.
YWCA – A Place for Parents –Toddler & Me
Class - 9:15 - 10:15 a.m. – walkers to 3 years;
(Mon – Fri);  2019 14th St. Call 452-3881for
details and prices.
Enchanted Lunchtime Theatre at Santa
Monica Playhouse, 1211 4th St., 394-9779
11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.  For ages 3 – 5 with
parents.  This theatrical adventure includes
story time, theatre games, crafts, play building
and lunch.  Reservations required 24 hours in
advance, $19.50 includes lunch for child and
lunch.

Yoga & Exercise
Kids’ Yoga Circle, 1814 14th St., 260-2736 –
Yoga and more for ages 4 – 7, 4:00 – 5:00 p.m.
8 week session $125/Drop-in $18
Yoga Works, 2215 Montana Ave, 310-393-
5150 Pre/Postnatal – 12:15 – 1:45pm, $15
Fitness for Moms – Babies Welcome!  Step
Aerobics, 10:30 a.m. at the YMCA, 393-2721,
ext. 117 for more info.  Free for members, non-
members pay $90 for 10 classes.
Stroller Strides Fitness Class – 9:30 a.m.
Mon. – Fri., Palisades Park, call 800-795-6708
or visit www.strollerstrides.com for more info.

Breastfeeding Group
The Pump Station, 2415 Wilshire Blvd., 310-
998-1981, drop-in, first class free, $10 fee
thereafter.  Moms/babies 0-4 months, 1:00 –
2:30 p.m.

Other
Puppetolio – 1:00 p.m., 310-656-0483, 1255
2nd St., ages 3 & up, reservations suggested

THURSDAY 

MOMS Club of Santa Monica Playgroup –
3:30 p.m., for children born 3/03 – 12/03, Call
or email Alison at 393-4481/riversalison@hot-
mail.com for more info.  All moms welcome!

Storytelling
Babystyle, 1324 Montana Avenue, 434-9590
10:30 a.m.  Free story time for moms and kids
ages 0-4.  
Main Library – held at Reed Park, corner of 7th
and Wilshire.
Toddler Storytime; 10:00 a.m.; for 2 year olds
with adult.  
Preschool Story Time; 10:30 a.m.; for ages 3-5.  
Fairview Branch Library – 2101 Ocean Park
Blvd – 310-450-0443. 
La Hora Del Cuento – 7:00 p.m.  Spanish sto-
ries, songs and rhymes for all ages.
Montana Avenue Branch Library – 1704
Montana Ave – 310-829-7081.
Toddler Story Time – 10:15 a.m., for 2 year
olds, next session Oct. 27 – Dec. 15.  

Preschool Story Time – 11:15 a.m.; for 3-5
year olds.  
Ocean Park Branch Library – 2601 Main St. –
310-392-3804.
Lap Time – 9:20 & 10:20 a.m., for babies up to
age 2.  Next session Oct. 20 – Nov. 17.

Classes
YWCA – A Place for Parents –Toddler & Me
Class - 9:15 - 10:15 a.m and 10:45 – 11:45
a.m., 12 to 36 months;  Parent Support Group –
3:30 – 4:30 p.m., age 3 – 5 years; 2019 14th
St. Call 452-3881for details and prices.
BREAKTHROUGH PARENTING CLASSES –
6:30 – 9:30 p.m.
An advanced 10-week parent education course.
Continuous enrollment.  For info call Jayne A.
Major, Ph.D., Breakthrough Parenting Services,
Inc., 310-823-7846, jm@BPinAction.org.

Yoga & Exercise
Kids’ Yoga Circle, 1814 14th St., 260-2736 –
Yoga and more for ages 8 – 11, 4:00 – 5:00
p.m.; ages 12 – 15, 5:15 – 6:30 p.m.  8 week
session $125/Drop-in $18

Prenatal Aqua Aerobics at the Santa Monica
YMCA
7:30 – 8:30 p.m; Free for members, non-mem-
bers $90 for 10 classes. (also Tuesdays at
10:00 – 11:00 a.m. and  7:30 – 8:30 p.m.)
393-2721. ext. 117 for more info.
Yoga Works – 2215 Montana Ave, 310-393-
5150; Pre/postnatal – 12:15 – 1:40 p.m., $15.
Mommy and Me – 1:45 – 3:00 p.m.
Stroller Strides Fitness Class – 9:30 a.m.
Mon. – Fri., Palisades Park, call 800-795-6708
or visit www.strollerstrides.com for more info.

Breastfeeding Group
The Pump Station, 2415 Wilshire Blvd., 310-
998-1981 - drop-in, first class free, $10 fee
thereafter.  Moms/babies 4-8 months, 1:00 –
2:30 p.m.

FRIDAY

MOMS Club of Santa Monica 
New Mother Group – 10:30 a.m. - for new
moms with babies born from 6/05 to present.
Meet for conversation, support and playtime.
All new Moms welcome!
11:00 a.m. - playgroup for children born 10/04
– 5/05.  Call or e-mail Alison at 393-4481,
riversalison@hotmail.com for more info.

Parent’s Night Out at Child’s Play, 2299
Westwood Blvd., 6:00 – 11:00 p.m. 
Kids get a night of supervised fun with pizza,
games and more while parents go out.  Ages 3-
10, $9 per hour, $7 siblings, 3 hour minimum.
Reservations required, 470-4997. ww.child-
splayonline.net
La Leche League of LA/Mar Vista – meets the
2nd Friday of each month at 10:00 a.m.  Call
310-390-2529 for info.
Planetarium Show at SMC’s John Drescher
Planetarium, 7:00 p.m. - Night Sky Show, 8:00
p.m. – featured program.  $5 adults, $4 chil-
dren.  Pico and 17th St., 434-3000. 

Classes
YWCA – A Place for Parents –Toddler & Me
Class - 9:15 - 10:15 a.m. – 12 – 36 mos.;
2019 14th St. Call 452-3881for details and
prices.

Yoga & Exercise 
Fitness for Moms – Babies Welcome!  Indoor
Cycling, 10:30 a.m. at the YMCA, 393-2721,
ext. 117 for more info.  Free for members, non-
members pay $90 for 10 classes.

Yoga Works – 2215 Montana Ave, 310-393-
5150; Pre/postnatal – 12:15 – 1:45 p.m., $15.
Stroller Strides Fitness Class – 9:30 a.m.
Mon. – Fri., Palisades Park, call 800-795-6708
or visit www.strollerstrides.com for more info.

Other
Baby Attuned - Fridays, 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.,
A new program promoting sensitive parenting
and developmental awareness. Eileen Escarce,
PhD, MSN. (PSY 18819).  Introductory fee: $15
per screening with feedback.  1137 2nd Ave,
Suite 213.  By appointment only 310-367-
1155.

SATURDAY 

Storytelling 
Barnes and Noble, 3rd St. Promenade – Kid’s
Story Time – 10am, 310-260-9110
Barnes and Noble, Westside Pavilion –
10:30am – ages 2-5, 310-475-4144.
Children’s Book World, 10580 1/2 Pico Blvd,
LA - 10:30 a.m., 310-559-BOOK.
Village Books, 1049 SwarthmoreAve, Pacific
Palisades – 10:30 a.m., 454-4063.
826LA, 685 Venice Blvd, 2nd Floor, Venice –
10:30 – 11:30 a.m., ages 3-6, RSVP to info
@825LA.com or 310-314-8418.  (826LA is a
non-profit organization dedicated to supporting
students with their creative and expository writ-
ing skills, and to helping teachers inspire their
students to write).

Classes
YWCA – Toddler & Me every other Sat., 9:45 –
10:45 a.m., $15 per class; Parent Enrichment
once per month , 11:00 a.m. – noon, $15 per
class, $25 per couple.

Yoga & Exercise
Santa Monica Yoga – Pre- & Post-Natal Yoga,
Saturdays – 12:30 – 2:00 p.m.
1640 Ocean Park Blvd, 396-4040, www.santa-
monicayoga.com
Mommy Care – at the Dance Factory, 11606
San Vicente Blvd., Brentwood, 310-394-6711.
Combined Pregnancy/Recovery Exercise Group
– 8:30 – 9:30 a.m.(babies welcome, includes
baby massage and workout at the end)
Stroller Strides Fitness Class – 9:00 a.m.,
Palisades Park, call 800-795-6708 or visit
www.strollerstrides.com for more info.

Other
Absolutely Halloween  at the Santa Monica
Playhouse 
Saturdays & Sundays at 12:30 & 3:00 p.m, thru
Oct. 30; $12.50 adults, $10.50 kids ages 12 &
under.  394-9779 ext. 2 for reservations,
www.santamonicaplayhouse.com, 1211 4th St.
Puppetolio – 1:00 and 3:00pm, 310-656-
0483, 1255 2nd St., ages 3 & up, reservations
suggested
Magicopolis – 2 and 8 p.m., 1418 4th St.,
Admission is $20 for evening, $15 for matinee.
Call 310-451-2241 for info.
Precious Prints – Ceramic Heirlooms for a
Lifetime 
Second Saturday every month at The Pump
Station, 1:00 – 4:00 p.m.  Contact Kristan
Ritchie at 310-802-8013 or visit www.pre-
ciousprintsstudios.com for more info.
Lakeshore Learning Stores “Free Crafts for
Kids” – Saturdays, 11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.,
8888 Venice Blvd., 559-9630.
“A Faery Hunt” – 10:30 a.m., every Saturday at
Franklin Canyon Park.  An interactive children’s
show, searching for fairies and other enchanted
creatures in the magical canyon and finding
them!  $10, call for reservations – 818-324-
6802.  www.faeryhunt.com. Meet in the park-

ing lot of the Sooky Goldman Nature Center,
2600 Franklin Canyon Dr., Beverly Hills.

SUNDAY 

Main Street Farmer’s Market – 9:30 a.m. –
1:00 p.m., corner of Main St. and Ocean Park
Blvd.  Pony rides, live music, lots of vendors
and great family socializing. 
Puppetolio – 1:00 and 3:00pm, 310-656-
0483, 1255 2nd St., ages 3 & up, reservations
suggested
Magicopolis – 2 p.m., 1418 4th St., Admission
is $15. Call 310-451-2241 for info.
Absolutely Halloween  at the Santa Monica
Playhouse 
Saturdays & Sundays at 12:30 & 3:00 p.m, thru
Sept. 25; $12.50 adults, $10.50 kids ages 12 &
under.  394-9779 ext. 2 for reservations,
www.santamonicaplayhouse.com, 1211 4th St.
Family Funday at the Will Geer Theatricum
Botonicum – 11:00 a.m  Live music and the-
atre for all ages.  $8, 1419 N. Topanga Canyon
Blvd., Topanga, 455-3723,
www.theatricum.com.

Breastfeeding
Working Mother’s Support Group 
The Pump Station, 2415 Wilshire Blvd. -  Call
998-1981 for more info.

MONDAY

MOMS Club of Santa Monica Playgroups 
Noon – 2:00 p.m.., for children born 1/02 –
2/03; 9:30 a.m. – for children born 1/04 – 9/04;
call or email Alison at 393-4481/riversali-
son@hotmail.com for more info.  All moms wel-
come!

Storytelling 
Main Library – Lap Time at Joslyn Park – 9:30
a.m.  Current session thru Dec. 12.
“Family Connections” – 10:00 a.m., immedi-
ately following Lap Time - a series of discus-
sions related to early childhood development
and growth.  Children welcome, free.
Ocean Park Branch Library – 2601 Main
Street, 310-392-3804. 
“Spanish for Little Ones”  - 11:15 a.m., for ages
2 – 5.
Barnes and Noble, 3rd St. Promenade –
Toddler Story Time – 10am – 310-260-9110

Classes
YWCA – A Place for Parents –Toddler & Me
Class - 9:15 - 10:15 a.m. – 12 – 36 mos.;
“Playtime – A combination play time and parent
support time”, 10:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m., 2019
14th St. Call 452-3881for details and prices.

Breastfeeding Group 
The Pump Station, 2415 Wilshire Blvd., 310-
998-1981 - drop-in, first class free, $10 fee
thereafter.  Moms/babies 0-4 months, 1:00 –
2:30 p.m.

Yoga & Exercise
Yoga Works, 2215 Montana Ave, 310-393-
5150 Pre/Postnatal – 12:15 – 1:45pm, $15
Itsy Bitsy Yoga – TOT IBY (crawling – 2/3
years) – 10:00 – 11:00 a.m.  With Khefri Riley
at TURNOUT Performing Arts Center, 12113
Santa Monica Bl., St. 201.  Register at
www.khefri.net or call 323-549-5383.
Yoga Garden, - Restorative yoga for pre/post-
natal – 6:30 p.m., 310-450-0133.  www.yoga-
gardenstudios.com
Stroller Strides Fitness Class – 9:30 a.m.
Mon. – Fri., Palisades Park, call 800-795-6708
or visit www.strollerstrides.com for more info.
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Expecting? We’ll Be Expecting You!

Take a FREE tour of The BirthPlace 
at Santa Monica–UCLA Medical Center

Tours held monthly. Private tours available too.

Call today: (310) 319-4947
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BY MIKE SCHNEIDER 
Associated Press Writer 

NAPLES, Fla. — Hurricane Wilma plowed into south-
west Florida early Monday with howling 125 mph winds
and dashed across the state to the Miami-Fort Lauderdale
area, blowing out windows in skyscrapers, peeling away
roofs and knocking out power to millions of people. At
least one death in Florida was blamed on the storm. 

The same storm that brought ruin over the weekend to
resort towns along Mexico’s Yucatan Coast came ashore
in Florida as a strong Category 3 hurricane, but within
hours had weakened into a Category 2 with winds of 105
mph. Early in the afternoon, it was back up to Category 3
with 115 mph winds as it swirled out into the open Atlantic
on a course that was unlikely to affect the East Coast. 

As it made its away across the state, Wilma caused
widespread damage, flattening trees, tearing off screens,
breaking water mains, littering the streets with signs and
downed power lines, and turning debris into missiles. 

“We have been huddled in the living room trying to
stay away from the windows. It got pretty violent there
for a while,” said Eddie Kenny, 25, who was at his par-
ents’ home in Plantation near Fort Lauderdale with his
wife. “We have trees down all over the place and two
fences have been totally demolished, crushed, gone.” 

In Cuba, rescuers used scuba gear, inflatable rafts and
amphibious vehicles to pull nearly 250 people from their
flooded homes in Havana after Wilma sent huge waves
crashing into the capital city and swamped neighbor-
hoods up to four blocks inland with 3 feet of water. 

In Cancun, Mexico, troops and federal police moved
in to control looting at stores and shopping centers ripped
open by the hurricane, and hunger and frustration mount-
ed among Mexicans and stranded tourists. President
Vicente Fox announced plans to start evacuating some
30,000 frazzled tourists even as he worked to restore the
profitable image of a carefree beachfront paradise. 

Wilma, Florida’s eighth hurricane in 15 months and
the 21st storm in the busiest Atlantic hurricane season on
record, came ashore in Florida at 6:30 a.m. EDT near
Cape Romano, 22 miles south of Naples, spinning off tor-
nadoes and bringing a potential for up to 10 inches of

rain, the National Hurricane Center said. 
The hurricane is expected to race up the Atlantic

Seaboard and reach the coast of Canada by early
Wednesday. But forecasters said it will probably stay so
far offshore that it will not even bring heavy rain to the
eastern United States. 

“Most of the impact on the U.S. will be ending in the
next several hours,” Ed Rappaport, deputy director of the
National Hurricane Center, said around midday. 

The storm flooded large sections of Key West and
other areas and knocked out power to up to 3.2 million
homes and businesses as it rushed across the state and
buffeted heavily populated Miami-Dade, Broward and
Palm Beach counties on the Atlantic coast with gusts
over 100 mph. 

In Fort Lauderdale, the hurricane blew out windows in
numerous skyscrapers. In downtown Miami, broken
glass from skyscrapers littered some streets and side-
walks in the Brickell Avenue financial district. A broken
water main sprayed about 15 feet in the air, flooding four
or five blocks of the avenue with up to 6 inches of water. 

A gust was clocked at 104 mph at the National
Hurricane Center in Miami, causing howling even in the
bunker-like building. In Weston, near Fort Lauderdale,
Kim DuBois sat in her darkened house with her two chil-
dren and husband, with the power out and the storm shut-
ters up. For light they used a battery-powered pumpkin
lantern they bought for Halloween. 

“I could hear tiles coming off the roof,” she said. “There
are trees on cars and flooding at the end of our street.” She
added: “Really what I’m afraid of is tornadoes.” 

A man in the Fort Lauderdale suburb of Coral Springs
died when a tree fell on him, Broward County spokesman
Carl Fowler said. Wilma killed at least three people in
Mexico and 13 others in Jamaica and Haiti as it made is
way across the Caribbean last week. 

More than 33,000 people were in shelters across the
state. No mandatory evacuations were ordered along
Florida’s heavily populated east coast. And in the low-
lying Florida Keys, not even 10 percent of the Keys’
78,000 hardy, storm-tested residents evacuated, Sheriff
Richard Roth said. This was the fourth hurricane evacua-
tion of the Keys this year. 

BY CHRISTY KARRAS 
Associated Press Writer

WEST WENDOVER, Nev. — It’s 1:30 a.m. on a
Wendover weekend, and Heather Purtell is broke. 

“I gave all my money to the guys,” she says, standing
in line with friend Lea Talbot to spend her last $3 on
whatever she can get for $3 at an all-night Nugget Casino
food court. 

By “the guys,” she doesn’t mean her boyfriend. She
gave it all to male strippers, The Men of Playgirl, who
finished performing an hour earlier upstairs. 

Purtell and her friends, all students in Ogden, were
planning to head to Wendover anyway. When they heard
about Deer Widows Weekend, they put off their trip until
last weekend, the first of deer-hunting season. 

While men head for the hills in search of game,
women drive west over 120 miles of baked salt flats and
sagebrush-dotted hills to Wendover, where Deer Widows
Weekend is a long-standing tradition. It’s so popular that
for the five casinos in town — the Peppermill, Rainbow,
Montego Bay, Red Garter and Wendover Nugget — this
ranks among the year’s busiest times. 

"It’s a very busy weekend in Wendover,” said Barbara
Eakins, general manager of the Red Garter. “Between
Deer Widows, the Super Bowl and New Year’s, those are
our three biggest weekends.” 

In Wendover, the slots are cheap, the drinks are free
and the strippers are male. Unlike hunting, there’s no
need to worry about the travails of camping, weather or

finding prey. It’s a very different kind of adventure, but
the reason for going is the same: to get a chance to spend
some slightly naughty time with buddies of the same gen-
der. 

Early Saturday morning, while Amanda Stansfield’s
husband is out hunting in the brush near Scofield, she’s
playing blackjack with friends and family members. She
arrived about 7 p.m. Friday — a bit late, she says,
because some of the women took too so long primping
for the evening. 

“I invited my husband to come, but for some reason he
didn’t want to come along for Deer Widows Weekend,”
she said, laughing and shrugging, between stints at the
tables and on the dance floor. 

On Friday, casinos start gearing up for the onslaught,
with extra staff on hand; most of employees plan to be
busy until 3 a.m. or so. Samuel Sanders mans the
Nugget’s buffet cash register during the day and admits
people to the dance club at night (this weekend, the dance
floor is about 80 percent women). He’s not even sure
how many hours he’s going to work: “I haven’t even put
them together yet,” he says. 

This weekend, rooms in casinos are hard to come by,
and double the number of “fun buses” drive out from Salt
Lake City full of passengers looking for a few hours of a
good time. Just for this weekend, most of the casinos
have special all-male revue performances on Friday and
Saturday nights. 

But the weekend isn’t just for women, and the crowds
in Wendover are almost evenly divided between the
sexes. 

Jennifer Lendeborg’s husband is out in the casino
while she watches strippers for the third year in a row,
along with six friends of all ages from Utah County.
“You don’t see this in Utah,” she says, shortly before one

of the four men in the revue brings her on stage for a
raunchy lap dance. 

She looks as if she’s about to faint and her friends are
in hysterics as the dancer tucks a dollar bill into her tank
top and pulls it out with his teeth. 

Many of the women at the strip show, including
Purtell and her friends, have husbands or boyfriends in
Wendover with them. “We actually don’t know where
they are,” she says just before the show. “They’re some-
where in Wendover.” 

During the strip show, the women can legally see and
do a lot more than men in Utah ever can. When the men
strip down to G-strings during the show and invite
women to the stage for one-on-one lap dances in front of
the crowd, the women giggle, scream, clap and stomp
their feet, singing along with songs with lyrics like “Save
a horse, ride a cowboy.” 

Some single men come for this weekend because
they’ve heard about the women. For nearly every group
of women wandering the casinos, there’s a pack of men
hoping to get lucky. 

Andrew Floor and two guy friends came to Wendover
specifically because of Deer Widows. “All the guys go
out hunting for deer, and the girls get lonely,” said Floor,
who prowled around several casinos playing craps and
looking for those girls. “They hunt deer; we hunt
females.” 

By the end of the evening, Taunya Kenney and friend
Kimberlee Gull are making their way back to the bus that
will take them home to Salt Lake City. They spent the
night gambling and dancing with a couple of young cow-
boys from Herriman, but they have boyfriends at home.
They lean on each other and laugh as they wait to get on
the bus. “My coach is about to turn into a pumpkin,”
Kenney said. 
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Hunters’ wives, girlfriends having wild times

Hurricane Wilma plows into Florida’s
southwest coast with 125 mph winds
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BY BECKY BOHRER 
AP Farm Writer 

BILLINGS, Mont. — Canada has shipped nearly
250,000 cattle to U.S. feedlots and slaughter plants in the
three months since a ban on cattle from that country was
lifted by a federal appeals court. 

It hasn’t been the flood some U.S. ranchers had feared,
and remains below levels seen before the case of mad
cow disease that led to the ban two years ago, economists
and industry leaders say. 

Cattle prices in the United States are also holding firm,
buoyed by strong demand and tight cattle supplies, said
John Marsh, a professor of agricultural economics at
Montana State University. 

“Does that mean that Canadian cattle coming in had
no impact? No,” he said. However, over time the market
had adjusted to a certain number of Canadian cattle, and
“that dent that people expected from Canadian cattle
coming in just didn’t materialize,” he said. 

A number of factors are at play, including a limited
availability of trucks, threat of continued litigation and a
slaughter capacity that’s grown in Canada since 2003 and
is expected to grow more by the end of next year, experts
say. In addition, Canada can only ship younger cattle due

to ongoing trade restrictions. 
Dennis Laycraft, executive vice president of the

Canadian Cattlemen’s Association, said the group
estimated that Canadian imports to the United States
would hit 700,000 to 900,000 head during the first
year that trade resumed, and he expects that to be
hold true. 

In 2001, Canada shipped about 1.3 million cattle to the
United States. In 2002, a drought year, the number was
closer to 1.7 million, said Ron Gustafson, a livestock
economist with the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s
Economic Research Service. 

In May 2003, the United States banned Canadian cat-
tle imports after Canada reported a case of mad cow dis-
ease. Canada reported two more cases this year. And
there have been two cases in the United States: the first,
in December 2003, involved a cow from Canada, the
other, an animal from Texas. 

The government planned to lift the ban in March. But
a federal judge temporarily prevented that, acting on a
request by the cattlemen’s group R-CALF United
Stockgrowers of America. 

A federal appeals court panel reversed that decision in
July, saying U.S. District Judge Richard Cebull overstat-
ed the possible harm of letting limited Canadian cattle

shipments resume. The first trucks rolled across the bor-
der July 18. 

In a tracker last week, U.S. agriculture officials said
245,291 cattle had been shipped from Canada so far this
year. That number could include interstate shipments
from Hawaii, though those would be small. 

“So far, the movement has been relatively low, con-
trolled, but it continues to build up week by week,”
Gustafson said. Seasonal variations affect numbers, and
he said it’s difficult to gauge just how much those num-
bers will grow. 

Restrictions require that Canadian feeder and slaugh-
ter cattle sent to this country be killed at younger than 30
months of age. Laycraft, who is eager to see full trade re-
established, estimated that older culled cows and bulls
typically accounted for 20 to 25 percent of Canada’s live
cattle shipments. 

He said that with the procedures in place, consumers
in both countries should be confident in the safety of their
beef. 

Bill Bullard, R-CALF’s chief executive officer, said
his group is still concerned about the potential risk of
additional mad cow cases from resuming cattle trade with
Canada. He said consumers should have a right to choose
between U.S. and Canadian beef products.
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BY KELLY KEARSLEY 
The Associated Press

TACOMA, Wash. — From the bridge of a container
ship, pilot Eric Lichty can see a city block’s worth of con-
tainers stretched in front of him and another half-block of
metal boxes behind. From his perch 10 stories above the
Pierce County Terminal, he looks down on the busy Port
of Tacoma, the cranes, and the buses shuttling people to
the docks for work. 

The only thing Lichty can’t see as he prepares to guide
the 1,000-foot-long Hatsu Excel into Commencement
Bay: the edges of the narrow Blair Waterway on each
side of the ship. That is, unless he hangs his head out the
bridge’s side window. 

So that’s what he does. 
A former captain on tankers and supply boats, Lichty

is one of a dwindling number of pilots. 
By law, the pilots use their local knowledge to guide

ships into the Sound from Port Angeles and back out
from Washington ports. But in the past several months a
combination of retirements, injuries and an increasing
number of ships calling on Washington ports has led to a
shortage of these skilled guides. 

The shortage has delayed ships as they wait for pilots
to arrive, and required pilots to regularly work during
their scheduled time off. 

Piloting the Evergreen Shipping Line’s Hatsu Excel
was Lichty’s second job on this early fall morning 10
days into his scheduled time off after 15 days of work.
Capt. Bill Bundren, also a pilot, joined him. Bundren was
scheduled to take the ship the rest of the way to Port
Angeles after Lichty maneuvered it out of the Blair and
into the bay. 

“When you have a ship this big in this tight of quar-
ters, and (considering) there could be the slightest bit of
wind or bad conditions, you just need another pilot,”
Bundren explained. 

In the intricate routine of moving massive ships, pilots
are the choreographers. For the time they are on board,
they direct everyone involved from the longshore work-
ers on the ship’s lines to the ship’s crew. They are expe-
rienced mariners, many with past lives as captains of
tugs, ferry boats or other ships. 

Lichty, 55, went to maritime school at 19. He’s been
at sea ever since. 

For several years, the state pilotage board held off
scheduling a pilots exam that would provide candidates
to replenish the roster. Its members were waiting for the
state Legislature to approve a new series of testing and
training regulations, which it did this session. 

Canadian cattle trade flows, but not as fast as normal 

The Sound of silence:
Band of pilots guiding
ships keeps dwindling 
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BY ROBERT H. REID 
Associated Press Writer 

BAGHDAD, Iraq — Three massive vehicle bombs
exploded Monday near the Palestine Hotel, killing at
least 20 people. Dramatic TV pictures showed one of the
bombers driving a cement truck through the concrete
blast walls that guard the hotel, then blowing up his vehi-
cle. 

Iraq’s national security adviser, Mouwafak al-Rubaie,
said the attack was a “very clear” effort to take over the
hotel and seize journalists as hostages. 

One of the car bombs exploded near the police posi-
tion on the northeast side of Firdous Square, where a stat-
ue of Saddam Hussein was toppled in April 2003 shortly
after the fall of Baghdad, and more than 100 yards east of
the hotel. Security officials said a third bomb struck the
area around the same time. All three were believed to be
suicide attacks. 

“Three cars came from three different roads in succes-
sion to create security breaches for terrorists,” al-Rubaie

told The Associated Press in a telephone interview,
adding that they were armed with rocket-propelled
grenades and light arms. 

“The plan was very clear to us, which was to take
security control over the two hotels, and to take the for-
eign and Arab journalists as hostages to use them as a
bargain.” 

The U.S. military said no U.S. troops were injured. It
counted 10 dead Iraqis. 

The security adviser said at least 40 people were
injured, most of them passers-by. Another official,
Deputy Interior Minister Hussein Kamal, said four or five
Iraqi police were among the dead. 

APTN footage showed that one of three vehicle
bombers had penetrated the concrete blast walls sur-
rounding the hotel compound before exploding. 

The cement mixer exploded in a huge ball of flame
and a cloud of smoke. 

Iraqi security officials said the blasts occurred two
minutes apart, not long before Muslims marking the
Islamic holy month of Ramadan were preparing to break

their daylong fast. Shortly before the explosion, a truck
came under fire nearby, according to APTN. 

The attacks caused heavy damage to the south side of
the 19-story Palestine Hotel, forcing journalists, includ-
ing those from AP, Fox News and the U.S. government-
funded Alhurra TV station to take refuge in the corridor.
Fox and Alhurra said their employees were safe. 

Inside, light fixtures were blown out, pictures were
blasted off the walls and windows were shattered. 

Moments before the second blast, journalists, photog-
raphers and technicians were walking up and down hazy
corridors in a state of confusion, urging each other to
remain calm, put on flak jackets, and to stay away from
windows. Thicker clouds of smoke filled the far end of
one hallway, with many people coughing and waving
their hands. 

The second explosion shook the building momentarily.
Confusion and panic again set in, with those inside debat-
ing whether to exit, but all eventually deciding to stay in the
corridor and sit propped against walls, most in flak jackets.
Sounds resembling gunshots could be heard outside. 

Strips of floorboards were strewn about and air vents
were blown in. 

An AP photographer at a checkpoint at the northwest
corner of the hotel said at least three fellow photogra-
phers from other media were injured and taken away by
ambulance. Three APTN personnel inside the hotel suf-
fered minor injuries. 

The AP counted six wounded inside the hotel. 
Capt. Patricia Brewer, a U.S. military spokeswoman in

Baghdad, said they could hear the blasts from their head-
quarters. A Pentagon spokesman, Lt. Col. Barry Venable,
said the U.S. military sent in a quick reaction force to the
site to assist the police. 

In Baghdad, suspected insurgents opened fire at two
civilian cars, killing three municipal workers and a pass-
er-by, said police Capt. Talib Thamir amid a surge of vio-
lence over the last two days that has killed dozens. 

The toll among American service members killed in
the Iraq war also neared 2,000 dead, with the announce-
ment of a Marine killed Sunday during fighting in west-
ern Iraq. 

The exploding cement truck blew a hole in a 12-foot
concrete wall that separates the hotel from the square.
U.S. soldiers maintain a presence inside the five-acre
hotel compound, which includes the Sheraton. 

After the bombing, Iraqi forces opened up with heavy
automatic weapons fire, apparently at random. There was
no sign of a further assault on the hotel. 

Maj. Abbas Mohammed Suleiman said earlier that the
hotel compound was hit by rockets and car bombs. 

Concrete barriers topped with barbed wire guard the
Palestine and the nearby Sheraton, which is also home to
foreigners. 

In other violence: 
■ The military said the Marine who was killed had

been assigned to the 2nd Marine Division, II Marine
Expeditionary Force (Forward) and was hit by small
arms fire in Ramadi. The death raised to at least 1,997 the
number of members of the U.S. military who have died
since the Iraq war started in March 2003, according to an
Associated Press count. 

■ A suicide car bomber killed two Iraqis and wound-
ed five Monday in an attack on a police patrol in the
northeastern Baghdad neighborhood of Shaab, where
insurgents had kidnapped and murdered a defense lawyer
in Saddam’s trial last week, said police Lt. Malik Sultan. 

■ Insurgents also opened fire on an Iraqi army check-
point in western Baghdad, killing a soldier and a girl who
was standing in front of her nearby house, said police 1st.
Lt. Thaeir Mahmod. 

■ A drive-by shooting killed one policeman and two
others were wounded by a roadside bomb, authorities
said. 

■ Another roadside bomb exploded near a car carry-
ing Ibrahim Zangana, a senior member of Iraq’s Kurdish
Democratic Party, seriously wounding him and killing
one of his bodyguards, in Kirkuk, said Brig. Gen. Sarhat
Qadir. 

■ A drive-by shooting in Mosul, 225 miles northwest
of Baghdad, killed a policeman. 

■ The corpses of the eight Iraqis also were found in
three different areas of Baghdad on Monday, police said.
All of them apparently had been kidnapped, tied up or
handcuffed, and shot to death. 

Journalists targeted in Palestine Hotel attack
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Japanese still have beef with allowing U.S. imports
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reception area. Quiet location with a shared kitchen. New paint and carpet. Parking. Available now.

Call (310) 458-7737 ext. 104

BY MARI YAMAGUCHI 
Associated Press Writer 

TOKYO — A Japanese government panel on mad cow
disease delayed a decision Monday on whether to recom-
mend easing a two-year-old ban on U.S. beef imports,
despite preparing a draft report concluding the risk from
American beef is very low. 

The panel had been widely expected to send the report
to the Food Safety Commission, setting in motion a
process that could lead to the reopening of Japan — U.S.
beef’s most lucrative overseas market — to the imports
by the end of the year. 

Japan bought about $1.5 billion worth of U.S. beef in
2003, making it the most lucrative overseas market for
American beef products. 

The delay risked flaring tensions with the United
States ahead of a visit in mid-November by President
Bush. U.S. beef producers and their supporters have
argued that the ban was unnecessary and have accused
Japan of dragging its feet on lifting it. 

Yasuhiro Yoshikawa, chairman of the panel, said he
hoped the panel would reach a final decision as early as
at the next meeting, which is expected later this month or
early next month. 

“In today’s meeting we were not able to reach an
agreement,” Yoshikawa said. 

He said the decision was delayed because two key
members were unable to attend, and other members said
they wanted more information about two other diseases
in the United States that could be related to mad cow dis-
ease. 

Japan imposed the ban on Dec. 24, 2003, after the dis-
covery of the first case of mad cow in the United States,
in Washington state. 

After lengthy negotiations, the two governments this
year agreed that Japan would reopen its markets to meat
from American cows of less than 21 months old. Mad
cow disease has never been detected in cows that young. 

The panel had already prepared a draft report conclud-
ing that the difference in risk between Japanese and
American beef was very low, as long as proper precau-
tions were taken. Japan has discovered 20 domestic cases
of mad cow disease since 2002, but tests every cow going
to market. 

Several panelists, however, raised questions about
reliability of U.S. safeguard measures and how they can
be ensured. 

“The risk would be very low, if proper precautions are
strictly followed,” Yoshikawa said. “And even if imports

are resumed, we must consider halting (imports) once
again if those conditions are not met.” 

After the panel’s failure to reach conclusion, Prime
Minister Junichiro Koizumi told reporters that “I think
the conclusion should be reached from the viewpoint of
food safety.” 

Scientists agree that beef infected with mad-cow dis-
ease, or bovine spongiform encephalopathy, causes a
fatal brain disorder in humans. Since the 1990s, the death
toll from the disease topped 150 people, mostly in
Britain. 

The U.S. frustration over the import ban and Tokyo’s
dragging examination of U.S. beef safety has been build-
ing up recently. Earlier this month 20 U.S. senators sent
a joint letter to U.S. Trade Representative Rob Portman,
formally asking “to employ retaliatory economic mea-
sures against Japan” if its import barrier is kept in place. 

On Monday, visiting U.S. Undersecretary of State
Nicholas Burns said officials in Washington — from
members of Congress to officials in the Bush administra-
tion — were growing impatient with the slow process. 

“There is a great deal of frustration in the United
States that this problem has not been resolved after such
a long time,” he told reporters in Tokyo, calling for a
quick resumption of beef imports. 
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a plus. Will train. Apply in person:
Bourget Bros. 1636 11th St.  Santa
Monica, CA 90404

CLERICAL
CENTURYCity software company

Employment
seeking a scan operator. Position calls
for digitizing paper files, identifying
errors and quality control. Very
detailed position. $10/hr. Call
(310) 453-4289 Barrington Staffing

★ ACTIVISTS ★
20 Petitioners wanted. No experience
necessary. Flexible hours. Up to
$200/day. First call (310) 281-7529.
Additional questions: (310) 412-2450.

Newspapers - Magazines

Classified  &  Display: Real Estate, 
Ethnic, Entertainment, Military, 

Business, Finance... 

Well established Co.
50+ years in L.A. 

www.theglobalmediagroup.

com/jobinfo.htm

ADVERTISING SALES  � � � �

Seeking: Self-Motivated, 
Energetic, Experienced 

Professionals.

• High Commissions Paid Weekly

Leads Furnished

• 

• 

Call: Paul 213-251-9100, Ex-25 

and /or Please visit:  

INVESTMENT SALES:
OIL AND GAS. DRILLING

AND OIL PRODUCTION IS
PAYING HIGH RETURN TO
INVESTORS. BEAUTIFUL

OFFICE FACILITY IN SANTA
MONICA ON THIRD

ST. PROMENADE. IDEAL
WORKING ENVIRONMENT.

POTENTIAL EARNINGS
$3500-$5000 PER WEEK. 

CALL MR. BOND
(310) 394-9800

Employment
COUNTER HELP needed. Cafe near
3rd  Street Promenade on Broadway.
Must be experienced. Apply
afternoons in person. 215 Broadway,
SM. (310) 396-9898.

CUSTOMER SVC
LA company seeking a customer
service rep. Account management and
good problem solving skills. $10/hr. +
benefits. Call (310) 453-4289
Barrington Staffing

DENTAL FRONT office and back
office with experience. Santa
Monica dental office FT/PT
(310) 393-9706.

DRIVERS
SEEKING energetic individuals. F/T,
may include Sat. Requires a Class A
license and experience. Will run
background check. Must have a clean
driving record. Apply in person:
Bourget Bros., 1636 11th St. Santa
Monica, CA 90404
EDUCATION
SM academic tutoring servic seeking
a part-time math tutor. Will train right
person but need to have a Bachelor's
degree or be in progress of acquiring
one. Candidate would need to be
flexible to drive to SF Valley as well as
the Westside. Pays up to $25/hr. Call
(310) 453-4289 Barrington Staffing

FAST PACED environment seeks
office clerical/telephone/customer
service representative capable of
multi-tasking and problem solving.
2 year general office/ computer
experience. Clean, professional,
customer service attitude
necessary. Fax resume to 310-458-
3942.

FIT FEMALE MODEL WANTED FOR
FIGURE DRAWING BY ARTIST. No
experience necessary call. (818) 501-
0266

H E L P
Nice real estate broker (lady) needs
personal assistant ASAP. Agent lic./
female/ Christian preferred Care
giving skills needed. P/T $180/week
guaranteed. (310) 820-6059.

NEW TAXI COMPANY needs day and
night dispatchers and drivers. Call
Don (310) 466-4063.

NOW HIRING
Sexy upscale young girls for high
class escort agency. $500-$1500
daily. (310) 925-8244
PERSON TO learn welding and/or
sheet metal assembly. SM (310) 587-
1113.

Employment
PHARMACY TECHNICIAN

REGENT SQUARE PHARMACY
Of Santa Monica invites applications
for experienced Pharmacy
Technicians preferably with
Compounding and Homeopathic
experience.

Please fax resume to (310) 395-
6654
Or Call Alex @ (310) 393-7575
Email: jobs@regentpharmacy.com

REAL ESTATE Front Receptionist/
Office Admin.
F/T Front Office opening for a busy,
real estate office in Santa Monica.
Seeking hard-working, positive,
team player that has outstanding
ability to organize, coordinate &
follow through on details.  
Responsibilities include (not limited
to) heavy phones, filing,
correspondence, FedEx, greeting
clients, ordering supplies &
maintaining an organized office
area. Local candidates preferred!
Must have GREAT PHONE SKILLS,
ability to multi-task and excellent
written & oral comm. 
Please submit/ fax resumes to
(310) 395-2683 or email to
info@parcommercial.com.

Reception
LA event planning co seeking a
friendly receptionist. Answer phones,
customer service. Fast-paced
environment. $12/hr. Call (310) 453-
4289 Barrington Staffing

RECEPTIONIST GENERAL office,
bilingual English/Spanish, 45wpm,
filing, phones, in MDR/Culver City. Fax
resume w/ salary history to (310) 306-
4498
RECEPTIONIST, FULL-TIME for busy
Westside newspaper. Multi-task/ self-
starter, immediate opening! Variety of
duties + classified ads and record
keeping. Dependable. Must have
excellent phone and people skills.
Bilingual helpful. Must type/computer
knowledge. Salary + benefits.
Resume Dept. C, PO Box 725, Pacific
Palisades, CA 90272 or Fax
(310) 454-1078.

SALES ASSOCIATE
HARARI, high end boutique looking for
experienced salesperson. 1406
Montana Ave (310) 260-1204.
SALES
SALES of cruise and tour packages.
Paid training, flex 30 hrs/ week. Base
+ comm. No cold calls. Near LAX
(310) 649-7171.

Employment
SANTA MONICA, small private SNF, no
medicare/medical, needs RN or LVN
for relief 7am-3pm and 3pm-11pm.
Call Lisa or Pat at (310) 453-8816.
SEEK PERSONAL asst., must drive and
have own car- run errands, pickup/
drop off school/tutors, in Santa
Monica area. Mon-Fri 2-8pm. Must
have good references. Interested party
pls e-mail alicer@citytriangles.com.

TAXI SERVICE NOW HIRING
experienced drivers and dispatchers,
must know Santa Monica area. Clean
DMV and Professional appearance.
Bring DMV printout to 2418 Wilshire
for application.

YARDPERSON
F/T, including Sat. Will train. Lifting
req'd. Apply in person: Bourget Bros.
1636 11th St, Santa Monica, CA
90404

For Sale

Spread a little love in your
kitchen (see photo) with this
2003 model Hotpoint side-
by-side refigerator. Excellent
condition w/ paperwork.
Includes H2O filter and Ice
Dispenser. Extras galore.
You be cold chillin' by the
time I get to Texas. 

CALL MICHAEL AT
310-395-6618

ONLY
$600.00

SPA/HOT TUB 2005 Model. Neck Jets.
Therapy seat. Warranty. Never used.
Can deliver. Worth $5750, sell for
$1750 (310) 479-3054
TWO REFRIGERATORS, two cookers.
$75.00 each. (310) 371-5220.

Automotive
Displaced electrician from Katrina is
now living in Santa Monica and
looking for a transportation van he
can use for his electrician
contracting work. Joseph Blazio
(504) 710-5257

Vehicles for sale
‘00 328CI ONLY . . . . . . . . $14,988
Leather, Moonroof, Alloys
(VIN N93627)  (800) 579-6047

TOYOTA SANTA MONICA
‘01 CRV ONLY . . . . . . . . $12,988
Only 33K Miles, Cass/CD, Tint
(VIN018803)  (800) 579-6047

TOYOTA SANTA MONICA
‘01 JETTA GLS V6 . . . . . . . $13,988
Leather, Moonroof, Alloys
(VIN152085)  (800) 579-6047

TOYOTA SANTA MONICA
‘01 PRIUS HYBRID . . . . . . . $15,988
Certified, Extra Clean, CALL
(VIN022254)  (800) 579-6047

TOYOTA SANTA MONICA
‘05 ESCAPE HYBRID $26,988
9K Miles, Navigation, Gas/Electric
(VIN324567)  (800) 579-6047

TOYOTA SANTA MONICA

Vehicles for sale
‘97 SKYHAWK. . . . . . . . . . $5,988
Only 11K Miles, Immaculate
(VIN459446)  (800) 579-6047

TOYOTA SANTA MONICA

All makes & models, any condition.
We come to you and handle all paper

work. Friendly professional buyer.
Please call now! (310) 995-5898

$$ CASH FOR CARS $$

1994 Lexus SC300
63K Miles, White, Lexus Quality

$12,995 VIN# 018833

2000 Chevy Camero Z28
Red/Black, Premium Wheels, Leather

$14,995 VIN# 100506

2001 Mitsubishi Eclipse GT
Spyder, Convertible, 52K Miles

$15,995 VIN# 085890

2004 Subaru WRX/STi
Hot, Turbo, Blue, AWD
$27,995 VIN# 523266

2005 Mitsubishi Lancer EVO 8
AWD, 2K Miles, Perfect!
$28,995 VIN# 016502

FREE GAS
Courtesy of

Mitsubishi Motors

1501 Santa Monica Blvd.
Santa Monica, CA 90404

866-925-3333

Instruction
DIEGO FENTON GUITAR INSTRUCTION
Rock, Blues, Jazz Fusion
Bachelors Degree Musicians Institute
(310) 403-8954.

Employment Wanted

HIRE A VET!
Attention local for-profit, non-profit
companies and corporations: 
The GLA VA supported
employment program is interested
in job opportunities for veterans.
These veterans have mulitple
talents and are available to work
FT or PT. Please call the supported
employment specialists at
(310) 478-3711, Jim @ ext 43096,
Karen @ ext 48124, or David @
ext 48067. This is not a staffing
company.

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737
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For Rent
1304 RIVIERA Ave. Charming Venice
Beach craftsman style complex in a
quaint and quiet area. 3 blocks from
beach. 1 year lease. Available for
viewing early Nov. $1350/mo.
(310) 396-4443 x 2002. ellynesis.com

1423 24TH ST., UNIT A. Santa Monica
bungalow in delightful garden setting.
Close to medical facilities and
commercial centers yet located on a
quiet tree-lined cul-de-sac. Very
nicely appointed apartment
constructed with eco-friendly
technology. 1 year lease. No pets or
smokers. $1595/mo. (310) 396-
4443 x 2002. ellynesis.com
2000 ALBERTA Ave. Large Venice
Beach apartment with large courtyard
and swimming pool, 4 blocks to the
beach. Gated private parking, laundry
room, quiet neighborhood. $1295/mo.
Call (323) 350-3988. ellynesis.com

2476 PURDUE Ave. Quiet one
bedroom in West LA. Fresh paint and
carpet. One year lease. $995/mo. Call
(310) 396-4443 x 2002. Visit 
ellynesis.com for more listings.
30 HORIZON Ave., #6. Venice Beach,
apartment 1/2 block from the beach,
new paint, new carpet and vinyl, very
clean, large closet. One year lease. No
pets. $950/mo. Call (310) 877-3074.
ellynesis.com

349 5TH Ave. Quaint, Venice
bungalow in garden setting. Very
private and quiet. Available November
15. Just $1850/mo. Call (310) 396-
4443 x 2002.
354 RENNIE Ave. Beautiful 2 Bedroom
apartment close to Beach and Venice
commercial centers. Very spacious
unit with lots of light. $1800/mo. Call
(310) 396-4443 x 2002
3562 MENTONE Ave., #5. Spacious
two-story townhouse. Newly
remodeled kitchen and patio. Located
on a quiet street in the Palms area of
West LA. Well priced at $1900/mo.
Call (310) 396-4443 x 2002
ellynesis.com

3743 MCLAUGHLIN Ave. Mar Vista
Large 1bd, 1ba. New carpet, new
blinds, new paint. Stove & fridge. 1
car parking. 1 year lease, No pets. No
smoking. $1095/mo. Call (310) 396-
4443 x 2002.

39 SUNSET Ave., #104. Cozy Venice
Beach apartment with patio and
ocean view in Tudor style building.
Great location 1/2 block to the beach.
1 year lease, no pets. $950/mo. Call
(310) 401-0027. ellynesis.com

501 N. Venice, unit 11. Single
$950/mo. Stove, fridge, carpet, blinds,
laundry, utilities included, parking.
Close to beach, no pets. (310) 574-
6767.
52 DUDLEY Ave., #A, Room in a
charming 7 bedroom house. Tenant
will share bathroom with housemates.
This unit faces the walk street and
has plenty of light. Freshly painted
and cleaned. 1 block from the beach.
1 year lease, No pets. No smoking.
$695/mo. Call (310) 396-
4443 x 2002, ellynesis.com
647 N. Hayworth. Spacious, lower
rear, WeHo apt., W/D, central A/C,
stove, dishwasher, gas fireplace, CA
building & parking, access to yard,
blinds, balcony, luxury for only $1300.
(310) 804-7460

For Rent
932 N. Wilcox Ave. 9 unit complex in a
fantastic Hollywood location. Spacious
apartment close to transportation and
commercial centers. Great price at
$1000/mo. Call (310) 396-

BEAUTIFUL, PRIME location. European
Flair. North of Wilshire, SM.
Exceptionally large 2bdrm +
convertible den/ 2bath and 2bdrm/
2bath. Just renovated. And
redecorated.  Front/ Rear Entrance.
Front/Rear yard.  Hardwood Flooring.
Appliances. $2795 and $2695.
(310) 395-1495. 917 Lincoln Blvd. All
units front apts. Open house
Saturday/Sunday 10am-2pm.

Room and Board
401 Montana Avenue

Your home away from home.

Daily meals, laundry, housekeep-
ing, utilities, and cable. Various
Apartment sizes. Seniors and all
ages welcome.

NOW AVAILABLE
Starting at $2,000/MO
(310) 245-9436

BEAUTIFUL
MONTANA GARDENS

BEST
RENTALS

ELLY NESIS CO. INC
(310) 396-4443

ellynesis.com

FREE RENTAL Lists & No Fee 
Rentals. Sullivan-Dituri Company. 
2111 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica, CA
90403.

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
310-869-7901

1 Bdrm/ 1 Bath
1835 7th Street, Unit E

$1350/mo

PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE
FOR COMPLETE LISTINGS AT:
www.howardmanagement.com

MAR VISTA 3909 Centinela Ave., 2+1
$1425/mo. Stove, curtains, carpet,
fireplace, ceiling fans, washer/dryer
hook-ups, one car garage, front and
backyard. Additional fee + deposit for
pet (310) 578-7512.

SANTA MONICA $1050/mo
1bdrm/1bath. Hardwood floors,
laundry, open courtyard, tile flooring.
No pets. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $1100.00. 1 bdrm, 1
bath. Appliances, parking, NO Pets.
2535 Kansas Ave., #111. Mgr: #101.
SANTA MONICA $1150/mo
1bdrm/1bath. Will consider small pet.
Hardwood floors. Upper, laundry,
quiet. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $1250/mo
1bdrm/1bath. Parking, pool, laundry,
courtyard, controlled access, carpet
and tile. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $1300/mo

For Rent
2bdrm/1bath. No pets, month-to-month,
carpet, new paint and tile. (310) 395-
RENT www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1625/mo
2bdrm/2bath. Upper, parking, laundry,
fireplace, paid water/trash/gardener,
close to shops. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1795/mo
2bdrm/2.5bath. Huge split level apt.
Laundry, dishwasher, fireplace, patio.
( 3 1 0 ) 3 9 5 - R E N T
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $2350/mo
3bdrm/2.5bath. Carpets, lower,
parking, laundry, stove, dishwasher,
patio, freshly painted. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $2400/mo
3bdrm/2baths. No pets. Hardwood
floors, laundry, dishwasher, washer/
dryer hook-ups. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $875/mo
single/1bath. Bungalow style,
hardwood floors, parking, separate
kitchen, storage space. (310) 395-
RENT www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $950/mo
bachelor/1bath. North of Wilshire.
Pool, laundry, quiet neighborhood,
controlled access. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA 1248 11th St., #A.
2+1.5 large lower. Stove, carpets,
blinds, laundry, parking, no pets.
$1675, $200 off move-in. (310) 393-
6322.

SANTA MONICA: 1453 3rd St. 1BD/
1BA $1,800 Live on the Promenade
with ocean views, Hardwood floors,
ceramic tile, washer/dryer (310) 916-
8580

SENIORS- AFFORDABLE HOUSING
Live in a BEAUTIFUL

apt/ suite in Beverly/ Fairfax or
Santa Monica: $400-$560/month

(323) 650-7988

SINGLE, 4820 Slauson Ave., Unit 14.
$675/mo. Stove, fridge, carpet,
laundry, blinds, parking. No pets.
(323) 290-1699.

VENICE BEACH 50 Breeze Ave. Sunny
studio 1 block from beach, upper unit.
Hardwood floors and full kitchen. Very
clean, gated building. 1 year lease, no
pets. Available Nov. 1. Call (310) 396-
4443 x 2002 ellynesis.com

WEST LA. 1737 Butler Ave. Spacious,
quiet apartment with yard
conveniently located close to
commercial and transportation hubs.
One year lease. Well priced at
$1300/mo. Call (310) 396-
4443 x 2002.

Commercial Lease
600sf office for lease. Adjacent
Beverly Hills. Shared restrooms,
conference. $1,100/mo. Call Donna
(310) 837-3606.

SANTA MONICA 1452 2nd Street. Very
charming building, small offices.
Between $700/mo & $1200/mo.
Includes utilities & cleaning.
(310) 614-6462

TWO BRIGHT offices downtown
SM. 160 and 210+ sf. Restroom,
utilities, heat/AC. $545 and
$680/mo. (310) 260-7700 x 115

Commercial Lease

Christina
S. Porter

Vice President

310-440-8500 x.104

1,164 sf of creative office. Newly remodeled. Turn Key.

Roll up door. Phone system, furniture included. $3.00pkg

(310) 806-6104 cporter@naicapital.com

DOWNTOWN SANTA MONICA Private
Office Approx. 280 sq/ft, Windows/
A/C, 310-394-3645
SANTA MONICA - 3rd and Wilshire
2nd floor office w/operable windows!
205sf, $575.00 per month.
Call (310) 395-2663 x101
SMALL OFFICE suites available for
lease in WLA. 400-575 sqft, $1.95 per
sqft. Call (310) 826-5505.

Real Estate

BEST BUY HOTLIST
Reveals 10 best buys in your spe-
cific price range. Free recorded
message: 877-881-6308 ID#
1040. Keller Williams Realty

SELL YOUR
HOME FAST

AND FOR

TOP DOLLAR
Before listing your home Free
Report reveals 27 tips to give

you tthe competitive edge.
Free recorded message

1-888-465-4534, ID# 1023.
www.matillarealty.com

Real Estate

PAC
WEST
MORTGAGE
2212 Lincoln Blvd in Santa Monica

1-888-FOR-LOAN
310 392-9223

New option ARM .95%
100% Financing to

$1.5 Million

$650,000
1ST $520,000 @ 5.25% $2,275 P⁄MO
2ND $130,000 @7.75% $834 P⁄MO
Total: $3,114.00 P/MO

* Not Including Tax & Insurance

ROB
SCHULTZ

BROKER
LICENSED CALIFORNIA

BROKER #01218743

WE FEATURE
100%

INTEREST ONLY
LOANS

VERY AGGRESSIVE RATES
30 YEAR FIXED RATES

JUST REDUCED! JUST 5.375%
30 YEAR FIXED 5.875%

10 YEAR/1 ARM 5.75%

7 YEAR/1 ARM 5.625%

5 YEAR/1 ARM 5.375%**

3 YEAR/1 ARM 5.125%**

1 YEAR/1 ARM 5.125%

6 MO./6 MO. ARM 4.375%

1 MO./1 MO. ARM 1.0%*

*Rates subject to change
* As of August 16, 2005

** Denotes an interest only loan

Massage
5’2” HOURGLASS Figure offers
full -body sensual massage. Very
private, very discreet. Incall/ Outcall
special rate, Rachel (310) 339-6709

BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal your
body, mind, spirit.  Therapeutic,
Swedish, Deep-tissue. Energy
balancing. Strictly non-sexual.
Introductory specials from
$50.00/1hr. Lynda, L.M.T. (310) 749-

EXCELLENT
MASSAGE
3300 Overland Ave, CA 90034

We accept Credit Cards

$10.00
OFF

EXOTIC MASSAGE by sexy, young,
Russian, European female. (310) 210-
1436. Simona.

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong and
tender relaxing body work by mature
Europen. Very Professional, Sonja
(310) 397-0433.

HEALING RELAXATION. Swedish, deep
tissue, acupressure massage by
Russian female. Sveta (323) 244-
6198. 7858 Santa Monica Blvd.,
Hollywood, CA 90046.

PURR-FECT 10
Offers sensual, playful full body
massage. Out call only. Pumpkin
(310) 578-9935, (310) 903-8023

SWEDISH/DEEP TISSUE massage.
Deep, firm, full body  by experienced
licensed therapist.  Strictly non-
sexual.  James (310) 582-1948
$65/hr, available for outcalls.

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE
Reduces Pain and Tightness
Increases Range of Motion

Improves Sports Performance
310-930-5884

www.nydoo.com/massage

Bankruptcy
BANKRUPTCY- 24 Hour Emergency
Service (Chapter 7). $1,000.00 plus
fees, not more than $300. Terms
available. Get it done (909) 862-5789.

ALSO
Credit repair packet and instructions.
Includes IRS rule $50.00.

Health/Beauty

TIRED OF losing weight only to
gain it back again? Lose weight for
good. (310) 828-6252.

Personals

❤❤
Talk to a Model 24hrs.

310-786-8400
818-264-1906
213-259-1902
949-722-2222

$10–17 for 15 min.
ATM/CC/Checks by phone

www.USLove.comAdvertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

RUN YOUR DBAs IN THE
DAILY PRESS FOR ONLY $60.

INCLUDES RECEIPT AND PROOF OF PUBLICATION. CALL US TODAY @ (310) 458-7737
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877-WE-GET-EM
WE CAN FIND AND SERVE ANYBODY, ANYWHERE, ANYTIME.

Restraining orders & judgement collections our specialty.
lawhotline@aol.com

Services

Gen. Contracting

A/C CONSTRUCTION
General Construction

Commercial & Residential
Remodel & Add ons

Honest • Reliable
FREE ESTIMATES
— Sabbath Observed—

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

The Level Goes On
Before The Spike Goes In

Romero Rain Gutters
Seamless Aluminum Gutters
Custom Made Color Match

Your Home or Building

(310) 408-5900 or (310) 534-3075

Repairs • Cleaning
Copper Galvanized

Free Estimate

Ask for Jose Romero
Lic. #834699

01602600

Handyman

WESTSIDE GUYS
Full Service Handymen

CARPENTRY, ELEC., PAINT, ETC...
TERMITE AND DRY ROT REPAIR

ROOF REPAIR AND WATER DAMAGE
BOB 35/HR (310) 266-6348

CALEB 25/HR (310) 409-3244

Services

Health

Services

Instruction

GUITAR
THE VALLEY’S BEST GUITAR
TEACHER IS NOW IN SANTA MONICA

PLAY YOUR FAVORITE SONGS
ROCK, BLUES, FOLK, COUNTRY

GREAT WITH KIDS
GET STARTED TODAY...(818)693-0744
MFITZGIBBON@ADELPHIA.NET

LEARN TO PLAY

Insurance

SELF EMPLOYED?
NEED INSURANCE?
• GREAT RATES
• A+ RATED COVERAGE

DOUGLAS FURUKAWA
(619) 977-8559

Moving & Storage

BEST MOVERS
No job too small

2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ.

Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193  (310) 300-9194

Notary

NEED A NOTARY?
I COME TO YOU!
■ EXPERIENCED NOTARY
■ LOAN CLOSINGS/VARIOUS
■ POWER OF ATTORNEY

(Both General + Healthcare & Auth. of
Citizenship Forms Available.)

PROFESSIONAL & PROMPT
SUPER TRAVELIN’ NOTARY

(310) 625-2477  (310) 479-0072
MEMBER: SM CHAMBER

Services

Painting & Tiling
METICULOUS PAINTING

& DRYWALL
Interior & Exterior•FREE Estimates
References Available.
10 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Call Joe: 447-8957

PAINTING
Top quality A&A
Custom, Interior 

and Exterior

Free quote, 
call Jeff Arrieta
(310) 560-9864

Personal Services

Learn how you can
Create success
career, weight,

relationships & more
Devlyn Steele Life Coach

(310) 383-9040
www.toolstolife.com

Free Consultation

Photography

Services

Pool and Spa

Tailoring
ONE HOUR Alterations, hemming,
jeans, pants, skirts, etc. Made by
professional Call Michael (310) 980-
2674 

Therapy

COMPASSIONATE
COUNSELING
A safe place to make changes.

Life Transitions
Stress

Relationships
Self-Esteem 

Unresolved Grief

Free Consultation
Laurie Levine, MFT (MFC 23031)

Santa Monica/SFV

(310) 284-3699

Life is short —
Why make it shorter

STILL 
SMOKING?

Certified
Hypnotherapist

John J. McGrail, C.Ht.

(310) 235-2883
www.hypnotherapylosangeles.com

Services

Transportation

24 hours a day
7 Days per Week in Santa Monica

All Mercedes Taxi Service!

10% off meter
with mention of Ad

Please call:

828-2233
Computer Services

COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY
SERVICES

WWW.CMS-COMPUTERCENTER.COM

(310)
701-9362

Quick-N-Easy
PC REPAIR

PC Repair • Tune Up
Upgrade • Virus/Spyware
Removal • Data Recovery

Notebook Repair • Networking
Wireless • Security Experts

(310)
309-2441

COMPUTER HELP: Your Office or
Home. Computer Tune-Up. Microsoft
Word, Excel, Powerpoint, Quickbooks
POS. Internet Navigation. Software
Installation. Virus removal. (310) 207-
3366 (310) 801-6845

Your ad could run here!
✆ Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
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GRAND OPENING THIS SATURDAY
OCTOBER 15 - 10AM-4PM

Join us for free giveaways and a chance to win a complete hydroponic system

2112 WILSHIRE BLVD. IN SANTA MONICA     (310) 998-8587
Here at Taboo Hydroponics and Organic your understanding of the state of the art hydroponic and organic
industry is our top priority. Let us be your guide into the fun and rewarding world of organic hydroponic culti-
vation. We have systems priced to fit any budget. We invite you this Saturday for an organic experience.

By The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Joaquin Phoenix had his work cut
out for him before playing the late Johnny Cash on
screen in “Walk the Line.” 

Phoenix, who had no musical background, “was pret-
ty horrible when he started,” said Dan John Miller,
leader of the indie band Blanche, who plays Cash’s lead
guitarist. 

The actor spent months rehearsing by himself. He
even wrote his own songs to “see what it felt like to
make something from nothing,” Phoenix told Time
magazine. 

“He came around the corner for this concert scene
and he just had the swagger and confidence,” Miller told
Time. “He was Johnny Cash — badass. For an amateur
like me, it was suddenly clear what real acting is.” 

NEW YORK — Cam’ron, who is recovering from a
gunshot wound suffered in an apparent carjacking in
Washington, said would-be thieves shouldn’t expect
him to give up his ride so easily. 

The 29-year-old rapper was wounded early Sunday
when he refused to give up his Lamborghini at a traffic
light after leaving a nightclub. When he attempted to
drive away, the gunman fired a single shot that passed
through both of his arms, Lynn Hobson, a spokeswoman
for Cam’ron’s label, Diplomat Records, said Sunday. 

Cam’ron was treated at Howard University Hospital
and released Sunday afternoon. 

“People are foolish if they think I’m going to lose my
head and give up anything to anyone just because some-
one threatens me,” Cam’ron, who was back home in
Harlem, said in a statement Monday. 

“I’m doing OK. It takes more than a botched car-
jacking to keep me down.” 

The rapper, whose hits include “Hey Ma” and “Oh

Boy,” will release his latest album, “Killa Season,” in
February. He also plans to release a film by the same
name. 

PARIS — A solitary white piano at a John Lennon ret-
rospective invites visitors to play the song “Imagine.” 

Curator Emma Lavigne said it was a deliberate effort
to make people revisit the song that otherwise “you
might hear in a supermarket, doing your shopping.” 

“The message is still there. This song is still rele-
vant,” she said. “I wanted the exhibition to be as alive as
possible, so we don’t say to ourselves ‘he (Lennon) is in
a museum.’ Because I think he would have hated that.” 

“John Lennon, Unfinished Music,” is at Paris’ Cite
de la Musique for the next eight months. 

The exhibition is divided into two floors, one for
Lennon’s childhood and Beatle John years, the other —
in white-themed rooms — for the latter period when he
was with Yoko Ono. 

Lennon’s widow lent around 90 percent of the hun-
dreds of exhibits that make up the show, leaving her
with “holes in her apartment,” Lavigne said. 

A 1966 pink yellow and red Andy Warhol of Lennon,
which Lavigne said usually hangs over Ono’s fireplace
at the Dakota, is exhibited above a standup Steinway he
played when composing “Double Fantasy.” 

Among other gems: Lennon’s black 1963 Fender
Telecaster with a worn fingerboard and rusty pickups;
collages he made for other ex-Beatles Ringo and
George; a 10-minute film of a silent Central Park gath-
ering by crowds mourning his death; a copy of Lennon’s
original “Imagine,” three verses written on New York
Hilton letterhead. 

AUBURN HILLS, Mich. — Ben Okuly thought he was
ready to propose to his girlfriend, but first he needed
Paul McCartney’s approval. 

Okuly was attending one of the former Beatle’s con-
certs in suburban Detroit when he held up a sign that
caught the McCartney’s eye: “CAN BEN ASK MELIS-
SA TO MARRY HIM?” 

During the concert last week, McCartney spotted it
and read it out loud, The Detroit News reported Friday. 

“Well, go on, get down on your knees and ask her,
Ben!” Sir Paul ordered. Okuly did, and she said yes. 

“Well, that’s a first for me,” McCartney quipped of
the in-concert engagement. “And I hope it’s a last for
you, Ben.” 

The 26-year-old library employee hatched the plan
when he and his girlfriend, Melissa Steele, were driving
from Ohio to the concert. 

“To have Paul McCartney be there and start the pro-
posal, I really don’t have words to describe what that
was like,” Steele told the newspaper. 

NEWARK, N.J. — Philip Roth has been honored in his
hometown of Newark, which has served as the setting
for many of his 26 books. 

Roth, whose “American Pastoral” was awarded the
Pulitzer Prize for fiction in 1997, was greeted at his
childhood home by 75 fans who were on a bus tour
Sunday of places in Newark that have been featured in
his novels. 

Mayor Sharpe James helped Roth unveil a plaque on
the home and a street sign renaming the road “Philip
Roth Plaza.” 

“Today, Newark is my Stockholm and that plaque is
my prize,” the 72-year-old writer told the crowd at the
Weequahic Branch Library, in comments reported by
the Star-Ledger of Newark. 

He was referring to the Nobel Prize awarded every
year in Stockholm, Sweden. Roth was considered a
front-runner for this year’s Nobel, but the award went to
British playwright Harold Pinter. 

Phoenix rises to the occasion, steps into ‘Line’


