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Man arrested 
after spraying 

anti-Trump 
protesters with 
bear repellent 

at Santa 
Monica Pier

MADELEINE PAUKER
SMDP Staff Writer

A man was arrested Saturday after 
spraying a crowd of anti-Trump 
protesters with bear repellent at the 
Santa Monica Pier.

Santa Monica Police Department 
Lt. Candice Cobarrubias said David 
Dempsey, 32, of Orange County, 
was arrested for prohibited use 
of a tear gas weapon and assault 
with a caustic chemical. Dempsey 
dispersed the bear repellent at about 

Man dies 
by suicide 

while fleeing 
police on the 

beach
MADELEINE PAUKER
SMDP Staff Writer

Santa Monica Police Department 
officers shot a man after he produced 
a handgun while fleeing an alleged 
attempted murder Sunday night.

Officers heard two gunshots 
from the end of Bay Street near 
Santa Monica State Beach and 
found a man who had just shot into 
an occupied vehicle, said SMPD 
Lt. Candice Cobarrubias. Officers 
pursued the man after he did not 
comply with their commands and 
fled on foot, running southwest 
onto the beach. He produced a 
handgun while running and officers 
fired at him, Cobarrubias said.

Cobarrubias said a preliminary 
investigation indicates the man 
died after suffering a self-inflicted 
gunshot wound. The man was 
pronounced dead at the scene.

Victims inside the occupied 
vehicle were not struck by gunfire or 
injured in the incident, Cobarrubias 
said.

She added the investigation is 
ongoing and SMPD will provide 
further information at a later time.

SMPD officers shot an armed 
burglary suspect in September at 
11th and Pine streets and a man 
resisting arrest in July at 10th 
Street and Pacific Avenue. Neither 
shooting was fatal.

madeleine@smdp.com

Firefighters battle brush fire 
in Pacific Palisades

MADELEINE PAUKER
SMDP Staff Writer

A brush fire broke out Monday 
morning in Pacific Palisades, 
according to the Los Angeles 
County Fire Department.

The fire ignited around 10:30 
a.m. at 500 N Palisades Dr. and 
burned 30 acres uphill, according 
to the Los Angeles County Fire 
Department. More than 150 county 
and city firefighters battled the fire 
on the ground and from helicopters, 
bringing the blaze under control 
by noon. No structures have been 

burned and one firefighter injury 
has been reported.

The fire threatened several 
multi-million dollar homes along 
Vista Grande Drive and Charmel 
Lane, according to LAFD. Sky5 
helicopters captured video of 
residents fleeing their homes and 
trying to repel the fire with garden 
hoses.

The area is home to many 
schools, including Westside 
Waldorf School, Marquez Charter 
School, Cavalry Christian School, 
Le Lycee Francais de Los Angeles. 
Chabad of Pacific Palisades and the 

Self-Realization Fellowship Temple 
are located just south of the burn 
area.

LAFD issued a mandatory 
evacuation order for all residents 
within the area bordered by 
Charmel Lane on the west, 
Bienveneda Avenue on the east, the 
end of Lachman Lane on the north 
and Merivale Lane on the south. An 
LAPD spokesperson said the order 
affects about 200 homes.

All persons in the area were 
directed to leave immediately in a 

SMPD
MAGA: David Dempsey was arrested 
Saturday after spraying anti-Trump 
protesters with bear repellent.

Los Angeles County Fire Department
FIRE: The fire burned more than 30 acres near 500 N Palisades Dr., threatening multi-million dollar homes.

SEE ARREST PAGE 10
SEE FIRE PAGE 10
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Tuesday, Oct. 22
 	
Re-writing the Immigrant 
Story: Tragic Women of Color
A reading and conversation about rep-
resentation in the writer’s world with 
Saehee Cho, Monique Mitchell and 
Wendy Cortez. Annenberg Community 
Beach House, 6:30 – 8 p.m.

City Council Meeting
Regular Meeting of the Santa Monica 
City Council. 5:30 p.m. City Hall. 

Walk-In Tutoring
Friendly volunteer tutors provide help 
with basic reading, writing, and com-
puter skills; using the Internet to search 
for information; opening and using an 
email account; filling out online forms 
or applications; learning how to write a 
resume or cover letter; and more. Main 
Library, 5 – 7 p.m.

Get Started with 3D Printing
Learn the basics of 3D printing and 
design by completing a guided proj-
ect. To register, email ideashappen@
smgov.net. Montana Avenue Branch 
Library, 4 – 5:30 p.m.

Wednesday, Oct. 23

Body Scan Meditation and 
Drawing with Natalja Kent
Studio Resident Natalja Kent offers a 
guided meditation based on the tenets 
of Mindful Based Stress Reduction 
(MBSR), in which participants dive into 
their own sensations and develop a 
self-scan of their body. Following the 
meditation, the group is guided through 
a drawing of the feelings in the body 
while maintaining the meditative state. 
Free, 1450 Ocean, 5 – 6:30 p.m. Register 
at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/body-
scan-meditation-and-drawing-with-na-
talja-kent-tickets-65330881425

L.E.A.R.N.: Learn, Excel, 
Achieve and Read Now
One-on-one access to volunteers avail-
able to help students with homework 
assignments and reading comprehen-
sion. Mondays and Wednesdays from 
3:30 – 6 p.m. Main Library.Tuesday, 

 Thursday, Oct. 24
	
Memories of Diaspora: 
Immigration Narratives of Los 
Angeles
Paying homage to the memories and 
narratives of those individuals who 
have made Los Angeles their new 
home, the exhibition features work by 
students and faculty from the Rampart 
District-based art organization. Art 
Division. Annenberg Community Beach 
House, 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Just for Seniors: Email Basics
Learn how to use email and create 
your own free email account. Seating 
is first come, first served. Main Library, 
2:30 - 4 p.m.

Movie & Discussion: Them 
(1954)
Vivian Rosenberg screens and leads 
a discussion on this film in which the 
earliest atomic tests in New Mexico 
cause common ants to mutate into 
giant man-eating monsters that threat-
en civilization. (Film runtime: 94 min.) 
Main Library, 2 - 5 p.m.

Celebrate Diwali
Listen to stories about Diwali, the 
Celebration of Light, and join in Diwali 
activities. For families. Main Library, 
3:45 - 4:30 p.m.

Avoiding Scootergeddon: 
Scooter Laws and Safety
Learn to avoid Scootergeddon: the 
convergence of thousands of elec-
tric scooters, unaware motorists, and 
unprepared cities! A Consumer Reports 
survey found that more than one-in-
four e-scooter users were uncertain 
of the traffic laws they should follow. 
When can you ride on the sidewalk? 
Where can you leave a scooter when 
you’re done with it? What happens 
if you get in an accident involving a 
scooter? Are scooters even legal in 
your city? This program will provide 
detailed information on the law, how 
to avoid accidents, what to do if you 
are in an accident, and your financial 
responsibilities. Co-presented with LA 
Law Library as part of Pro Bono Week 
2019. Main Library, 7 - 8 p.m.

SANTA MONICA COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS CALLING FOR BIDS
DISTRICT: SANTA MONICA COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the above-named California Community College 
District, acting by and through its Board of Trustees, hereinafter “the District” will receive 
no later than the below-stated date and time, sealed BIDS from General Contractors. 
The District has determined that bidders must be prequalified to bid on this Project. The 
Project encompasses the following overall scope:

NEW WATER MAIN SERVICE: Removal of abandoned Water main service at Civic 
Center Way and installation of new water main service including reduced pressure 
principle backflow prevention assembly, double detector check valve device, new fire 
hydrant and all improvements shown on drawings for the new SMC Malibu Campus/
Sheriff’s substation to be built at 23555 Civic Center Way Malibu CA 90265.

Estimated Construction Cost Range
 • $1.2M to $1.4M
Procedure
 • Friday, October 25, 2019, bid package will be available at ARC West LA Brach 
located at 1736 S Sepulveda Blvd. Los Angeles, CA 90025.  Contact for all inquiries; 
Gabriel Murillo, SMC Project Director, (213) 999-2284, gabriel.murillo@vanir.com or 
Kashan Bhatti, Construction Manager, (213) 216-7116, kashan.bhatti@vanir.com 
 • Contractor’s License Classification:  California Contractors License A or B.  
 • Mandatory Pre-Bid Walk: WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 30, 2019 at 11:00 am.
 • Location: 23555 Civic Center Way, Malibu, CA 90265.

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION OF BIDS: 1:00 PM, Friday November 15, 2019. BIDS 
MUST BE HAND-DELIVERED. 
LOCATION FOR SUBMISSION OF BID PROPOSALS: SANTA MONICA COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE DISTRICT, DISTRICT FACILITIES PLANNING OFFICE, 1510 PICO BLVD, 
SANTA MONICA, CA 90405, ATTENTION: CHARLIE YEN

 1. Contractors License Classification.  In accordance with the provisions   
 of California Public Contract Code §3300, the District requires that Pre-  
 Qualifying contractors possess the following classification(s) of    
 California Contractors License A or B.  Any General Contractor not so duly and   
 properly licensed will result in denial of pre-qualification.  
 2. Labor Compliance Program (AB 1506).  The District has established a Labor  
 Compliance Program (‘LCP”) pursuant to Labor Code 1771.5.  The Contractor   
 qualifying to bid the work shall comply with the LCP and provisions of the   
 Contract Documents relating to implementation, compliance with, and   
 enforcement of the LCP.
 3. No Withdrawal of Bid Proposals.  Bid Proposals shall not be withdrawn by any  
 Bidder for a period of sixty (60) days after the opening of Bid Proposals.    
 During this time, all Bidders shall guarantee prices quoted in their respective Bid   
 Proposals.
 4. Award of Contract.  The Contract for the Work, if awarded, will be by action 
 of the District’s Board of Trustees of December 03, 2019, to the responsible  
 Bidder submitting the lowest responsible and responsive Bid Proposal.
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Clusters of illness linked 
to CBD vapes share 2nd 

connection
BY HOLBROOK MOHR 
Associated Press

CARLSBAD, Calif. (AP) — Some of the 
people rushing to emergency rooms thought 
the CBD vape they inhaled would help like a 
gentle medicine. Others puffed it for fun.

What the vapors delivered instead was 
a jolt of synthetic marijuana, and with it 
an intense high of hallucinations and even 
seizures.

More than 50 people around Salt Lake City 
had been poisoned by the time the outbreak 
ended early last year, most by a vape called 
Yolo! — the acronym for “you only live once.”

In recent months, hundreds of vape users 
have developed mysterious lung illnesses, and 
more than 30 have died. Yolo was different. 
Users knew immediately something was 
wrong.

Who was responsible for Yolo? Public 
health officials and criminal investigators 
couldn’t figure that out. Just as it seemed to 
appear from nowhere, Yolo faded away with 
little trace.

As part of an investigation into the illegal 
spiking of CBD vapes that are not supposed 
to have any psychoactive effect at all, The 
Associated Press sought to understand the 
story behind Yolo.

The trail led to a Southern California 
beach town and an entrepreneur whose 
vaping habit prompted a career change that 
took her from Hollywood parties to federal 
court in Manhattan.

When Janell Thompson moved from Utah 
to the San Diego area in 2010, the roommate 
she found online also vaped. Thompson had 
a background in financial services and the 
two decided to turn their shared interest into 
a business, founding an e-cigarette company 
called Hookahzz.

There were early successes. Thompson and 
her partner handed out Hookahzz products 
at an Emmy Awards pre-party, and their CBD 
vapes were included in Oscar nominee gift 
bags in 2014. In a video shot at a trade show, 
an industry insider described the two women 
as “the divas of CBD.”

Indeed, Hookahzz was among the first 
companies to sell vapes that delivered CBD, 
as the cannabis extract cannabidiol is known. 
Now a popular ingredient in products from 
skin creams to gummy bears, cannabidiol 
was at that time little known and illegal in 
some states.

The partners started other brands that 
offered CBD capsules and edibles, as well as 
products for pets. Part of Thompson’s pitch 
was that CBD helped treat her dog’s tumors.

By autumn 2017, Thompson and her 
partner formed another company, Mathco 
Health Corporation. Within a few months, 
Yolo spiked with synthetic marijuana — 
commonly known as K2 or spice — began 
appearing on store shelves around Salt Lake 
City.

Synthetic marijuana is manmade and can 
be manufactured for a fraction of the price 

of CBD, which is typically extracted from 
industrial hemp that must be farmed.

Samples tested at Utah labs showed Yolo 
contained a synthetic marijuana blamed for 
at least 11 deaths in Europe — and no CBD 
at all.

Authorities believed that some people 
sought out Yolo because they wanted to get 
high, while others unwittingly ingested a 
dangerous drug. What authorities didn’t 
understand was its source.

Investigators with Utah’s State Bureau of 
Investigation visited vape stores that sold 
Yolo, but nobody would talk. The packaging 
provided no contact information.

By May 2018, the case was cold. But it was 
not dead.

That summer, a former Mathco 
bookkeeper who was preparing to file a 
workplace retaliation complaint began 
collecting evidence of what she viewed as bad 
business practices.

During her research, Tatianna Gustafson 
saw online pictures showing that Yolo was 
the main culprit in the Utah poisonings, 
according to the complaint she filed against 
Mathco with California’s Department of 
Industrial Relations.

Gustafson wrote that while at Mathco 
she was concerned about how Yolo was 
produced, that it was excluded from Mathco’s 
promotional material and that the “labels had 
no ingredients or contact listing.”

Justin Davis, another former Mathco 
employee, told AP that “the profit margins 
were larger” for Yolo than other products.

Gustafson’s complaint asserted that Mathco 
or JK Wholesale, another of the companies 
that Thompson and her partner incorporated, 
mixed and distributed Yolo. Financial records 
in the complaint show Thompson’s initials as 
the main salesperson for Yolo transactions, 
including with a company in Utah. The 
records also show Yolo was sold in at least six 
other states, including to an address in South 
Carolina where a college student said he 
vaped a cartridge that sent him into a coma.

The former bookkeeper also tipped the 
Utah Poison Control Center about who she 
believed was behind Yolo, according to her 
complaint.

Barbara Crouch, the poison center’s 
executive director, recalled getting a tip in late 
2018 and passing it along to the State Bureau 
of Investigation. SBI agent Christopher 
Elsholz talked to the tipster, who told him 
she believed the company she had worked for 
distributed Yolo. Elsholz said the company 
was in California and therefore out of his 
jurisdiction, so he passed the tip to the U.S. 
Drug Enforcement Administration.

The DEA offered to help but took no 
law enforcement action, spokeswoman Mary 
Brandenberger said. Spiked CBD is a low 
priority for an agency dealing with bigger 
problems such as the opioid epidemic, which 
has killed tens of thousands of people.

SEE ILLNESS PAGE 11
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What’s the Point?

When it comes to domestic 
violence numbers, bring 

your rock salt
The domestic violence community has a 

major problem: its numbers. Depending on 
what your political ideology is, the numbers 
can be swung to castigate every man for 
being a brutish thug, and every woman is a 
frail, damaged, abused victim, or vice versa. 
There are almost no absolutes in the world 
of domestic violence – everything is a lighter 
shade of grey or a darker shade of white.

Driving the confusion is the age old 
sources of conflict: money, love and power. It 
is in the DV community’s interest to expand 
definitions, increase the numbers of abused 
and violated individuals, and (pardon the 
pun) beat the drum for more money and 
resources. People’s desperate search for love 
drives bad relationships and sustains toxic 
ones, which is why victims on average “leave” 
a relationship seven times before finally 
breaking up for good. Then there is the 
power struggle of the shelter directors for 
grant money, DV advocates who crave the 
publicity, public advocates who have a good 
heart, vote seeking politicians and the non-
profit executive directors who thrive on the 
work they do saving lives. 

Researchers have a nightmare of a time 
with the data as well as the social workers. 
On the one hand you have clear definitions 
of abusive behavior when there is a physical 
manifestation of harm – bruises, black eyes, 
broken bones, mayhem (bodily mutilations) 
and murder. On the other hand you have the 
vague terms and “soft” areas like “harassment” 
or “disturbing the peace” – is that 10 texts in 
a 12 hour period? Is that a raised voice? 
In my loud Italian/German home, raised 
voices were indicative of passionate beliefs 
not abuse, except when they were. I still 
shudder at the memory of the way my mother 
would yell at me in a drunken rage.

How can we draw the lines and definitions 
when the utter complexity of human 
interactions is limitless? One theory is that 
to be trauma informed, we should always 
consider things from the point of view of 
the “victim” – that abuse is in the eye of the 
“weaker” person. I am not such a proponent 
of that, as oftentimes I step on someone’s toes 
unknowingly – does that make me an abuser 
or just ham handed? For example, two weeks 
ago, I’m at Dagwood’s on Wilshire and a 
friend of mine happens to be in line directly 
ahead of me. As he finishes his order, he steps 
back into my space, and I gently put up my 
two index fingers into his back to stop him. 
He turned around and was visibly shaken. I 

clearly triggered some emotional trauma in 
him from his past. He politely asked me to 
“never do that again.”

I felt, and feel, horrible about a mishandled 
interaction. I meant nothing by my actions 
beyond a mere warning that he was about to 
step into me. He meant nothing by stepping 
back, he didn’t realize I was there.  We both 
could parlay the ‘victim card’ but the reality 
is that there was no ill intent on either part.

How could a social researcher spin our 
respective perceptions? Any way they want. 
Their personal biases could, and likely would, 
color how they portrayed what is, in reality, 
an innocent set of circumstances. How could 
a lawyer with an agenda spin this? Any 
way they want. I could be incensed at his 
“invasion of my personal space” and he could 
be affronted at my “battery of him”.

Thankfully, the underlying relationship 
I have with my friend means that we will 
survive this and move on. I will respect his 
perspective and act differently in the future.

But the current social environment we 
are in, means that the numbers and statistics 
that state that 1 in 4 women has been abused, 
raped, violated and assaulted are likely as 
accurate as the data that 70% of all domestic 
abuse incidents are started by women. Or 
the data that states that 50% of abuse is 
mutual combat. And 2/3rds of all abuse isn’t 
even reported by the male or the female 
victims and I am still looking for someone 
to explain to me how you can have a number 
for something that ISN’T reported – seems 
illogical to me.

In sum, the point of this is that it’s all about 
perspective, and we should always take this 
information in, with an open mind, and a 
giant rock of salt to consider what is the hidden 
agenda and/or bias of the reporter. And that 
includes me. As a survivor of a violent chaotic 
childhood, I have certain biases. As a lawyer 
who has represented people on both sides of 
the DV knife I can honestly say, sometimes it’s 
the man who is the aggressor and sometimes 
it’s the woman, they just do it differently, and 
that needs to be considered as well.

David Pisarra is a Los Angeles Divorce and Child 
Custody Lawyer specializing in Father’s and Men’s 
Rights with the Santa Monica firm of Pisarra & 
Grist.  He welcomes your questions and comments.  
He can be reached at dpisarra@pisarra.com or 
310/664-9969. You can follow him on Twitter @
davidpisarra

office (310) 458-7737
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City files opening brief in 
CVRA appeal

MADELEINE PAUKER
SMDP Staff Writer

The city of Santa Monica filed its opening 
brief Friday in the appellate phase of the 
voting rights case initiated by Latino residents 
who allege the city’s election system dilutes 
their voting power.

A trial court issued a final judgment in 
February that the city’s at-large election 
system resulted in City Councils that did not 
represent Santa Monica’s Latino population, 
which has historically clustered in the Pico 
neighborhood, and therefore violated the 
California Voting Rights Act. The ruling 
ordered the city to hold a special election on 
July 2 to elect councilmembers to represent 
seven neighborhoods of the city based on a 
map drawn by the plaintiffs, Maria Loya and 
the Pico Neighborhood Association.

The city appealed the ruling and applied 
to halt the special election until the appellate 
court issues a decision by July 10, 2020.

Ted Boutrous of Gibson Dunn & Crutcher 
LLP, the city’s appellate counsel, said the city’s 
initial brief argues that the trial court applied 
legally incorrect standards in determining the 
existence of racially polarized voting and vote 
dilution.

In identifying Latino voters’ preferred 
candidates, the court focused on the ethnicity 
of candidates, rather than the preferences of 
Latino voters, Boutrous said. It also ignored 
that Latino-preferred candidates usually win 
City Council elections and assumed that 
Latino voters prefer only Latino-surnamed 
candidates, he added. 

“We are looking forward to the Court 
of Appeal taking a fresh look at this case,” 
Boutrous said. “The trial court improperly 
rubber-stamped the plaintiffs’ misguided and 
unsupported view of the law, ignored the 
history of Santa Monica’s election system and 
the success of minority-preferred candidates 
in that system, deprived the electorate of 
any public process for the districts drawn, 
and violated the federal and California 
Constitutions.”

The brief asserts that the trial court’s chosen 
remedy — compelling the City to conduct 
elections using a seven-district map drawn 
by respondents’ expert — violates section 
10010 of the Elections Code, which requires 
a democratic process, including public 
hearings, on districting before any “court-

imposed change from an at-large method of 
election to a district-based election” takes 
effect.

“No such hearings have taken place in 
Santa Monica — a result inconsistent with the 
democratic process called for by the statute,” 
Boutrous said. “Residents have been deprived 
of their opportunity to provide input into the 
new electoral system.”

In the trial court’s statement of decision, 
Judge Yvette Palazuelos said the city had 
almost three years while the case was pending 
to hold a public input process to determine 
district borders. She also wrote that the 
city could have held that process as late as 
November of last year, when she issued her 
tentative judgment in the case.

The plaintiff ’s attorney Kevin Shenkman 
said the argument that the court should 
have analyzed Latino-preferred candidates 
instead of Latino candidates goes against 
the precedent set by the Supreme Court and 
California courts in determining the existence 
of racially polarized voting.

“When Latino voters favor Latino 
candidates and they lose, that’s racially 
polarized voting,” Shenkman said.

He said the plaintiffs will file a brief in 
response to the city’s opening brief within 40 
days, although he said they might ask for a 
brief extension.

madeleine@smdp.com

File graphic
CVRA: The plaintiffs provided a seven-district 
election map. 
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Online ordering boom 
gives rise to virtual 

restaurants
BY ALEXANDRA OLSON 
AP Business Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — Frato’s Pizza 
looks like a typical family restaurant, with 
its black-and-white checkered floor and 
red chairs. But in the kitchen, the cooks 
are whipping up dishes for four other 
restaurants at the same time.

There is, of course, the gourmet pizza 
that patrons have come to expect from 
Frato’s when they walk through the door. 
But there are also spicy chicken gyros for 
Halal Kitchen, barbecue chicken tenders 
for Tenderlicious, salmon grilled cheese 
for Cheesy Deliciousness, and Butterfinger 
milkshakes for Heavenly Shakes — all of 
which can only be ordered through online 
sites Grubhub, DoorDash and Uber Eats.

Owner Michael Kudrna launched the 
four spinoffs earlier this year in a matter 
of weeks as he races to keep his Chicago-
area business ahead of a growing trend: 
restaurants conceived only for delivery or 
take-out.

Thousands of restaurants are 

experimenting with these virtual spinoffs 
tucked inside their own kitchens. Others 
are opening “ghost kitchens,” where all food 
is prepared to-go.

Both concepts have emerged to capitalize 
on the rising popularity of ordering in 
instead of dining out. The trend also speaks 
to the growing power of third-party delivery 
companies, which have transformed the way 
many people find restaurants and raised 
expectations for speed and convenience.

The $26.8 billion online ordering market 
is the fastest-growing source of restaurant 
sales in the United States, according to 
David Portalatin, a food industry adviser 
for the NPD group. Digital orders, while 
still accounting for just 5% of all restaurant 
orders, are growing some 20% each year. 
Restaurant visits, meanwhile, remain 
mostly flat.

Kudrna says the virtual restaurants are 
a way to gain enough incremental revenue 
to offset the fees he pays to the third-party 
apps, which now drive one-third of his 

SEE RESTAURANTS PAGE 7

Win a Main Street 
Rewards Card for 
discounts at 40+ 
local businesses.

Sponsored by 
Enterprise 

Fish Company

174 Kinney St., 
Santa Monica 90405

MYSTERY PHOTO	 Send answers to editor@smdp.com.

The first person who can correctly identify where this image was captured wins a prize. 
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DOG

COSTUME  CONTEST  

& PET  PARADE  

Pacific Street Dog Park

3PM - 6PM | FREE!

Main Street, Santa Monica

Main Street Business Improvement Association 

& Christine Costello, Sotheby's International Realty  Present

FOOD TRUCKS ~ SCAVENGER HUNT 

PUMPKIN DECORATING  ~ PHOTO BOOTH

 TREATS FOR PETS & PEOPLE

CASH PRIZE FOR FIRST PLACE!

mainstreetsm.com

Christine 

Costello

 Congratulations,
UPPER WEST RESTAURANT
2019 Neighborhood to Nation Regional Winner!

Try Executive Chef Nick Shipp’s 

award-winning Lamb Chili 

Bolognese with Macaroni and 

Whipped Goat Cheese today!

generalmillscf.com/resources/neighborhood-to-nation

theupperwest.com

3321 W Pico Blvd. 
Santa Monica, CA

@theupperwest

(310) 586-1111

sales. Restaurants pay commission fees as 
high as 30% per order.

“The beauty is I can create concepts 
and if they don’t work, I can move on to 
try another one,” Kudrna said.  “I will have 
lost weeks of work, but not large sums of 
money.”

Chick-Fil-A, The Halal Guys and Dog 
Haus are among top brands that have 
opened ghost kitchens through Kitchen 
United, a start-up that builds kitchen 
commissaries for restaurants looking to 
enter new markets through delivery or 
take-out only.

Kitchen United, backed by $50 million 
in funding from Google Ventures and other 
investors, has two locations in Pasadena, 
California, and Chicago. It has ambitious 
expansion plans to open 40 more kitchens 
in cities across the U.S. through 2020, said 
CEO Jim Collins.

DoorDash staked a claim to the trend 
last week. The delivery company partnered 
with four restaurant chains — including 
The Halal Guys — to open a bright red 
shared kitchen in Redwood City, California, 
offering delivery or pick-up in 13 suburban 
Bay Area markets.

The idea is for DoorDash Kitchens to 
be a one-stop shop for restaurants looking 
to grow their business, said Fuad Hannon, 
head of new business verticals at DoorDash, 
although there are no immediate plans to 
expand.

“We are really at the early innings of 
this industry,” Hannon said. “It’s highly 
speculative at this point to understand 
where this will all go but what we know 
is that people love to get their favorite 
restaurants delivered.”

There have already been some notable 
failures. Maple, the delivery-only restaurant 
backed by celebrity chef David Chang, 
closed in New York in 2017 after two years. 
Pilotworks, a venture capital-backed start-
up that offered commercial kitchen space 
and distribution services for small food 
businesses, abruptly closed its Brooklyn 
commissary in 2018, leaving nearly 200 
vendors in the lurch with no warning.

“I had to call all of these businesses 
and tell them I didn’t have a kitchen. It 
was awful,” said Liz Santiso, owner of 
Brooklyn Biscuit Company, who is starting 
over after losing her wholesale business that 
had delivered to Whole Foods and Dean & 
Deluca.

Both Kitchen United and DoorDash are 
staking their shared-kitchen models on 
helping successful restaurants grow, rather 
than serving as incubators for start-ups.

Grubhub and Uber Eats say their virtual 
restaurant programs help small businesses 
compete in this landscape. Both actively 

reach out to restaurants with suggestions 
for online spinoffs based on data gleaned 
from customer searches — extending their 
influence from how people get their food to 
what should go on the menu.

Uber Eats has helped launch 4,000 such 
virtual restaurants worldwide, about half of 
them in the U.S. and Canada, according to 
Kristen Adamowski, head of Uber’s virtual 
restaurants program.

One restaurant owner, Rick Scott, said 
Uber saved his Brooklyn business. Scott 
first opened a cafe serving coffee, pastries 
and ice cream in Crown Heights, a lower-
income neighborhood. But it was the only 
sit-in restaurant for blocks around and “the 
neighborhood just wasn’t ready for it,” Scott 
said.

Sales were slumping when he reached 
out Uber, which told him there was 
latent demand for specialty burgers in 
the surrounding area. Scott launched 
Gerizim Burger Factory on Uber Eats with 
a Caribbean-inspired menu of jerk and 
calypso burgers.

Almost immediately, he said, sales 
jumped about 75%. A year later, he has 
two employees, rebranded his physical 
restaurant and launched a second Burger 
Factory in the borough of Queens.

“It was a 90-degree turnaround,” Scott 
said. “It changed our whole business.”

But Kudrna has found he can’t always 
rely on third-party suggestions. Heavenly 
Sweets, a desert concept suggested by 
Grubhub, has mostly flopped. The chefs 
at a training program he runs then came 
up with Cheesy Deliciousness and Halal 
Kitchen, which have so far taken off.

Grubhub spokeswoman Katie Norris 
said sales representatives suggest virtual 
spinoff ideas when they see untapped 
demand for a cuisine in a market, but it’s 
up to the restaurant to decide whether it 
makes sense for them.

Virtual restaurants have the obvious 
benefit of testing new concepts without 
taking on expensive leases or hiring more 
staff, said Rick Carmac, dean of restaurant 
management at the Institute of Culinary 
Education in New York.

But he said small restaurants should 
weigh risks before embarking on an online 
spinoff at the behest of third-party platforms, 
which offer no training for kitchen staff to 
adjust to new menus. Restaurants should 
consider whether their delivery packaging 
is right for new dishes, or whether they 
want to increase their reliance on outside 
delivery drivers.

“None of those things are minute, and 
none of those things easy, which is kind 
of what you might be led to believe,” said 
Carmac, who has consulted for Uber Eats 
and said he expressed his reservations 
about the company’s approach. “They give 
you the data, and then they leave.”

RESTAURANTS
FROM PAGE 6
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Zack Hill By JOHN DEERING & JOHN NEWCOMBE

Agnes By TONY COCHRAN

Strange Brew By JOHN DEERINGHeathcliff By PETER GALLAGHER

Dogs of C-Kennel By MICK & MASON MASTROIANNI & JOHNNY HART

    Bon vivant
 Noun [bon vee-vahnt; French bawn vee-vahn]
 A person who lives luxuriously and enjoys good food and drink. 

 WORD UP!

office (310) 458-7737

DO YOU HAVE COMMUNITY NEWS?
office (310) 458-7737

RUN YOUR DBAs IN THE DAILY PRESS FOR ONLY $80
INCLUDES RECEIPT AND PROOF OF PUBLICATION. Call us today!

The tense angle of the Leo moon to Venus defines stress as wanting to be somewhere other than where 
you are. Stress elimination is simply finding a way to love where you are. It probably requires that you let 
go of something: an idea about yourself, a score you want to settle, a bit of angry baggage... open your 
hands and drop it.

Venus Redefines Stress

ARIES (March 21-April 19). While you can’t exact-
ly travel to happiness, some places are generally 
happier than others, increasing the odds of finding 
enjoyment and contentment. And the good feeling 
will probably land while in transit to such a place.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). You’ll put your head down 
and do your job, undistracted, undeterred, no matter 
who notices or doesn’t. This is why you are the big-
gest producer and will continue to be in demand. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). When you’re a good per-
son to the right people, it doesn’t feel like anything, 
because that’s the norm, just as it should be. To do 
right by the wrong people is harder, more important 
and never regrettable. 

CANCER (June 22-July 22). That thing you keep think-
ing about is not going away. Your mind will keep wrap-
ping around and around it until the rest of you follows 
through with some action. There’s an experience that 
wants to be had. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You certainly don’t need 
anyone else to make your life interesting. You’re 
quite adept at doing that on your own. However, a 
charismatic character is coming into your world -- fun 
ensues. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Thinking too much can be 
worse than negative thinking insomuch that it usually 
ends up negatively anyway and just takes longer 
to get there. What will stop the downward thought 
spiral? Action. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). There’s not much good that 
can come of overidentifying with ideas about your-
self, opinions about the world or beliefs about your 
place in it. Take a breath, and take the sophisticated 
stance -- everything is a “maybe.” 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). You’re keenly observant 
and so in the moment today. This is why you’re able 
to capture the beauty, get privy to the inside info, 
catch the jokes and invest with great timing. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). You are working with 
others for a wondrous result, though, curiously, you 
don’t yet know who you’re working with and what the 
result will be. Keep doing your thing. The paths will 
soon converge.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). From where you’re 
sitting, the borders are much easier to make out than 
the possibilities. That makes your job of seeing the 
possibilities and only the possibilities a little more 
challenging yet still utterly doable. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). When everyone in the 
room is new and doesn’t know what to expect, con-
gratulations. You’ve entered the ideal circumstance. 
There is nothing more exciting than a room full of 
strangers. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). Those who are running 
from responsibility may simply be ill-informed about 
the joys of running toward it. Don’t take their dodge as 
a personal slight. Instead, show the way via example.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY (OCTOBER 22)

 How many ways are there to be a good person? Endless. You’ll come up with at least a dozen before the 
New Year’s Eve ball drops. Stay open-minded. Goodness isn’t always synonymous with appropriateness 
or amenability. As you follow your heart’s desire without worrying about much else, goodness happens. 
Pisces and Scorpio adore you. Your lucky numbers are: 8, 19, 33, 28 and 50. 

MUMMIES: The ancient alien theorists suggest that 
Egyptians developed the mummification process in 
order to save specimens on Earth so they may one 
day, with advances in DNA technology, be reanimated 
as clones “Jurassic Park”-style. Most others believe 
that mummification was just one of the many rituals 
ancient Egyptians practiced to have a good afterlife. 
Both theories bring up questions: When does this rich 
afterlife ensue in theory? Because thousands of years 
later, it still seems like a pretty flat scene. And what 
sort of hobbies might a reanimated ancient Egyptian 
enjoy in, say, 2080, when most lives will be lived vir-

tually anyway... will we even need a body anymore? 
Anyone who’s ever pondered an actual mummy, say, 
in a museum or curio shop, understands firsthand 
the creepiness of coming face to face with mortality 
-- or immortality, depending on how you look at it. 
Metaphorically the mummy recalls any area of life 
(emotional, professional, relational, ideological...) we 
wish weren’t dead but most probably is. It’s regret, 
loss, desperation and mourning that are hard (if not 
terrifying) to face and let go of because there’s some-
thing oddly fascinating about the preservation of what 
was once so vitally, uniquely alive. 

HALLOWEEN PANTHEON

Physician and author Deepak Chopra is among the biggest celebrities of the New Age movement. Whether he’s 
debating with the world’s top scientists, discussing the afterlife with spiritual leaders or hanging out with Lady 
Gaga, this Libran guru (with natal moon in Libra, too) brings a spark of air-sign intellect and a breath of fresh levity 
to the subject of enlightenment.      	 Write Holiday Mathis at HolidayMathis.com.

COUPLE OF THE WEEKEND
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SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S SUDOKU

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S CROSSWORD

Sudoku
Fill in the blank  
cells using numbers  
1 to 9. Each num-
ber can appear only 
once in each row, col-
umn, and 3x3 block.  
Use logic and pro-
cess of elimination to  
solve the puzzle.

SURF FORECASTS	 WATER TEMP: 66.7°

FRIDAY– FAIR – SURF: 3-4ft waist to chest high
Fun SSW swell holds. NW swell fades. AM offshore flow.

SATURDAY – FAIR – SURF: 2-3ft+ waist to stomach high
SSW swell fades. Minor NW swell.

SURF REPORT DAILY LOTTERY

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the winning number information, mistakes can occur. In the event of any discrepancies, California State 
laws and California Lottery regulations will prevail. Complete game information and prize claiming instructions are available at California Lottery retailers. Visit the 
California State Lottery web site at http://www.calottery.com

Draw Date:10/19 
14  27  29  59  65 
Power#: 12 
Jackpot: 120 M 

Draw Date: 10/18 
18  58  60  65  67
Mega#: 20
Jackpot: 82 M

Draw Date: 10/19 
8  17  32  34  45  
Mega#: 24
Jackpot: 21 M

Draw Date: 10/20
10  19  23  28  31

Draw Date: 10/21
Midday: 6  0  8

Draw Date: 10/20
Evening: 8  3  8

Draw Date: 10/20
1st: 12 - LUCKY CHARMS
2nd: 09 - WINNING SPIRIT
 3rd: 04 - BIG BEN
RACE TIME: 1:40.88
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TEACHERS NEEDED
W W W . P A C E L A . O R G 
Teachers, Home Visitors are 
needed to provide low-in-
come services to commu-
nities in Venice and Santa 
Monica. visit: www.pace-
la.org to apply Contact 
213.353.3982 for more 
information

Employment/Help Wanted

Classifieds 

$12.00 per day. Up to 15 words, $1.00 for each additional word.
Call us today start and promoting your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 40,000.

YOUR AD COULD RUN TOMORROW!*

(310) 458-7737 Some restrictions may apply. 

*Please call our Classified Sales Manager to reserve your ad space. 
Specific ad placement not guaranteed on classified ads. Ad must 
meet deadline requirements. See complete conditions below.

All classified liner ads are placed on our website for FREE!   Check out www.smdp.com for more info.

CLASSIFICATIONS
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale
Furniture

Pets
Boats
Jewelry
Wanted	vvTravel
Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos 

Rent
Houses for Rent
Roommates
Commercial Lease
Real Estate
Real Estate Loans

Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services
Computer Services
Attorney Services

Business 
Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness
Wealth and Success

Lost and Found

Personals

Psychic

Obituaries

Tutoring

HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY  9:00am - 5:00pm
LOCATION 1640 5th Street, Suite 218, Santa Monica, CA 90401

Crime Watch is culled from reports provided by the Santa 
Monica Police Department. These are arrests only. All par-

ties are innocent until proven guilty in a court of law.

ON MAY 25 AT 2 A.M. 
Suspects were seen going into an apartment complex in the 
400 block of San Vicente and taking several packages from 
the mailroom. The suspects’ actions were caught on CCTV. 
Detectives were able to identify the suspects and placed a 
want in the system for the suspects.  On Oct. 9, Santa Monica 
detectives were notified that one of the suspects was being 
detained by the LAPD. The suspect was brought to the Santa 
Monica Police Department Jail for processing. Brenda Renee 
Green, 54, of Chatsworth, was booked for burglary. Her bail 
was set at $50,000.

CRIME WATCH   BY DAILY PRESS STAFF

File photo
BRENDA RENEE GREEN 

1:20 p.m. as a group of President Donald 
Trump supporters argued with and then 
started fighting with anti-Trump protesters 
who had marched onto the Pier after holding 
a rally on the beach calling for Trump and 
Vice President Mike Pence to be driven from 
office.

A YouTube video shows Dempsey, 
wearing a red “Make America Great Again” 
hat, spraying protesters with pepper spray 
intended as bear repellent and at one point 
spraying a man lying on the ground in the face. 
The Associated Press reported that another 
Trump supporter also sprayed protesters with 
pepper spray.

The video shows Dempsey telling police 
officers that he didn’t do anything wrong and 
claiming the protesters attacked him.

“It’s these f— libtards over here, these 
commies,” he said. “I didn’t do anything.”

County records show Dempsey was 
previously convicted of burglary in 2006 
and 2009 and of larceny and conspiracy in 
2012. He is being held without bond and is 
scheduled to appear in Los Angeles Superior 
Court for an arraignment hearing on Tuesday.

Cobarrubias said officers detained 
Dempsey and paramedics provided medical 
aid to protesters and non-involved Pier 
patrons affected by the bear repellent.

“Protesters from both groups dispersed 
after the incident but were monitored by 
officers in the event another escalation 
started,” Cobarrubias said. “No further 
incidents occurred.”

The leftist anti-Trump group Refuse 
Fascism planned the Saturday protest as part 
of its pro-impeachment campaign, “Out Now,” 
said Refuse Fascism Los Angeles organizer 
Chantelle Hershberger. The group held a 
similar protest in New York City on Saturday 

in front of Trump Tower.
Hershberger said Refuse Fascism spelled 

out “Trump Pence Out Now” with fabric 
stretching 100 yards down Santa Monica State 
Beach south of the Pier. She said the group 
held a rally for about half an hour before 
marching onto the Pier to perform a die-in 
for the victims of an August mass shooting 
in El Paso carried out by a white nationalist 
and migrants who have died in American 
immigrant detention centers.

Trump supporters began circling the 
protesters as they lay on the Pier and tried to 
antagonize them, Hershberger said. They then 
started pushing the protesters, and Dempsey 
and another man sprayed protesters with 
pepper spray. They targeted Refuse Fascism’s 
leadership, she said.

“The people they got were people they 
know as leadership because they follow 
our social media pages and our protests,” 
Hershberger said.

She added that Refuse Fascism received 
screenshots of the attackers’ social media 
posts that indicated they were planning to 
violently disrupt the protest.

“People who are friends with them who 
are Trump supporters but don’t condone 
violence sent screenshots of their social media 
posts as a warning to us,” she said. “One post 
said, “bring your mace, bring your bats”.”

Hershberger said Trump supporters have 
been emboldened by his rhetoric to attack 
anti-Trump protesters. Refuse Fascism will 
continue its “Out Now” campaign nationwide, 
she added.

“A key component of fascism consolidating 
is these kinds of mobs intimidating people 
out of expressing dissent in the streets,” she 
said. “This attack shows why more people 
need to be nonviolently protesting in the 
streets to drive this regime from power.”

madeleine@smdp.com

calm and orderly manner due to both potential 
fire and smoke behavior as well as the pending 
arrival of large fixed-wind retardant dropping 
aircraft. LAFD asked evacuating residents 
to notify their neighbors of the order and 
offer what evacuation assistance they can to 
neighbors who have mobility or functional 
needs.

An evacuation center has been set up at 
Palisades Recreation Center, according to 
LAFD.

Officials said at a press conference that they 
do not yet know the cause of the fire. Santa 
Ana winds were expected to sweep the area on 

Monday, but officials said wind did not play a 
role in spreading the blaze.

LAFD chief Anthony Marrone said 
firefighters will continue to battle the fire 
throughout the night and will ensure that the 
area is not susceptible to ignition when high 
winds blow into the area Thursday.

“Folks can get a false sense of security,” 
assistant chief Patrick Butler said at the press 
conference. “The weather can change around 
here … and the area is ripe for wildfires. So, 
when we initiate an evacuation in area, it’s not 
so much … for what you see in front of you, but 
what they can anticipate.”

madeleine@smdp.com
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SMDP STAFF CHOSE THE FOLLOWING FROM 321 CALLS ON OCT. 20

Public Intoxication 900Blk Pacific Coast Hwy 
12:02 AM
Suspicious Vehicle 400Blk Washington Ave 
12:40 AM
Drunk Driving Investigation 1200Blk 12Th St 
12:42 AM
Injured Person Euclid St / Santa Monica Blvd  
1:00 AM
Party Complaint 500Blk Ocean Park Blvd 
1:04 AM
Death Investigation 1300Blk Stanford St 1:12 
AM
Assault w/Deadly Weapon 1000Blk Pico Blvd 
1:48 AM
Suspicious Person 1000Blk Lincoln Blvd 1:59 
AM
Battery Now 3300Blk Barnard Way 2:03 AM
Drunk Driving Investigation Ocean Ave / 
Olympic Dr  2:47 AM
Party Complaint 500Blk Marine St 3:21 AM
Arson 800Blk Pacific Coast Hwy 3:37 AM
Loud Music 200Blk Strand St 4:10 AM
Stalking Suspect There Now 1600Blk Ocean 
Front Walk 4:15 AM
Audible Burglar Alarm 100Blk Esparta Way 
4:34 AM
Trespassing 1100Blk 24Th St 5:27 AM
Trespassing 2800Blk Santa Monica Blvd 7:35 
AM
Grand Theft Auto Report 100Blk Hart Ave 8:11 
AM
Malicious Mischief 1700Blk Ocean Front Walk 
8:52 AM
Animal Related Incident 2600Blk Pico Blvd 
8:54 AM
Failure to Pay Parking Fee 1100Blk Pacific 
Coast Hwy 9:34 AM
Person Down 600Blk Bay St 9:48 AM
Family Disturbance 1100Blk 12Th St 9:55 AM
Animal Related Incident 2400Blk Pier Ave 
10:10 AM
Malicious Mischief 1500Blk Montana Ave 
10:11 AM
Malicious Mischief 1300Blk 4Th St 10:18 AM
Lewd Activity 1800Blk 10Th St 10:39 AM
Family Disturbance Ocean Ave / Colorado Ave  
11:01 AM
Person Down 1200Blk Ocean Ave 11:16 AM
Petty Theft Just Occurred 2600Blk Main St 
11:41 AM
Burglary Report 600Blk 22Nd St 11:47 AM
Fraud Report 2300Blk Ocean Ave 12:05 PM
Burglary Report 2700Blk 2Nd St 12:17 PM
Urinating/Defecating in Public 1300Blk 3Rd 
Street Prom 12:53 PM
Fraud Report 2300Blk Ocean Ave 12:54 PM
Suspicious Person 400Blk 18Th St 1:16 PM
Lewd Activity 1300Blk Palisades Park 1:27 PM
Loud Music 1000Blk 4Th St 1:37 PM
Public Intoxication 2400Blk Pico Blvd 1:44 PM
Attempt Strongarm Robbery 1400Blk 11Th St 
1:48 PM
Suspicious Vehicle 1300Blk Pearl St 1:51 PM
Trespassing 1100Blk 24Th St 1:52 PM
Fight 1600Blk Santa Monica Blvd 2:05 PM
Indecent Exposure Main St / Ashland Ave  
2:05 PM
Fight Ocean Ave / Colorado Ave  2:12 PM
Suspicious Circumstances 1100Blk Pico Blvd 

2:23 PM
Missing Person 1700Blk Cloverfield Blvd 2:35 
PM
Drunk Driving Investigation Neilson Way / 
Pacific St  2:52 PM
Petty Theft Just Occurred 400Blk Colorado 
Ave 2:59 PM
Petty Theft Just Occurred 1300Blk 3Rd Street 
Prom 3:10 PM
Construction Noise 1200Blk Princeton St 
3:36 PM
Battery Just Occurred Ocean Ave / Colorado 
Ave 3:44 PM
Theft of Recyclables 200Blk Palisades Ave 
3:45 PM
Violation of Restraining Order Report 300Blk 
Bicknell Ave 3:59 PM
Lewd Activity 1100Blk Lincoln Blvd 4:16 PM
ENCAMPMENT 1300Blk Ocean Front Walk 
4:33 PM
Death Investigation 800Blk Ozone Ave 4:54 
PM
Civil Dispute 1400Blk 20Th St 5:20 PM
Strongarm Robbery Just Occurred 7Th St / 
Olympic Blvd W 5:30 PM
Battery Just Occurred Main St / Olympic Dr 
5:51 PM
Suspicious Vehicle 1100Blk 19Th St 6:12 PM
Lewd Activity 1200Blk Palisades Park 6:27 
PM
ENCAMPMENT 1200Blk Pico Blvd 6:27 PM
Suicide Now 2000Blk Main St 6:28 PM
Burglary Investigation/Walk Through 3100Blk 
Olympic Blvd 6:51 PM
Trespassing 1500Blk Ocean Ave 7:09 PM
Grand Theft Auto Report 400Blk Pier Ave 7:10 
PM
Identity Theft 1400Blk Ocean Ave 7:13 PM
Grand Theft Report 2Nd St / Broadway 7:18 
PM
ENCAMPMENT 1300Blk Palisades Beach Rd 
7:28 PM
Malicious Mischief Ocean Ave / Montana Ave  
7:57 PM
Domestic Violence Now 2600Blk Santa 
Monica Blvd 8:07 PM
Assistance Call 300Blk Olympic Dr 8:11 PM
Animal Related Incident 1400Blk 11Th St 8:24 
PM
Grand Theft Auto 2000Blk Lincoln Blvd 8:42 
PM
Traffic Hazard 1500Blk Pacific Coast Hwy 
8:44 PM
Petty Theft Just Occurred 700Blk Broadway 
9:43 PM
Fight 1200Blk Lincoln Blvd 9:57 PM
Suspicious Person 5Th St / Colorado Ave 
10:25 PM
Prowler 1400Blk Stanford St 10:35 PM
Loud Music 1200Blk 3Rd Street Prom 10:52 
PM
Defrauding Inkeeper 300Blk Santa Monica 
Pier 10:56 PM
Fight 300Blk Santa Monica Pier 11:00 PM
Person with a Gun Ocean Ave / Bicknell Ave 
11:09 PM
Urinating/Defecating in Public 17Th St / 
Wilshire Blvd 11:35 PM
Report of Shots Fired 00Lk Bay St 11:50 PM

SMDP STAFF CHOSE THE FOLLOWING FROM 32 CALLS ON OCT. 20

EMS 6Th St / Montana Ave 12:04 AM
EMS 1900Blk Pico Blvd 12:30 AM
EMS 400Blk Expo Line 12:33 AM
EMS 800Blk 7Th St 12:45 AM
Elevator Rescue 1400Blk 16Th St 1:04 AM
EMS 1000Blk Pico Blvd 1:49 AM
EMS Ocean Ave / Wilshire Blvd 2:13 AM
EMS 100Blk Wilshire Blvd 3:13 AM
EMS 2300Blk 4Th St 3:38 AM
Bluff Fire 800Blk Pacific Coast Hwy 3:50 AM
EMS 1000Blk 18Th St 6:19 AM
EMS 2600Blk Pico Blvd 8:55 AM
EMS 1400Blk 21St St 9:09 AM
Automatic Alarm 1000Blk 11Th St 9:34 AM
EMS 1200Blk 12Th St 10:37 AM
EMS 1000Blk 11Th St 10:49 AM
Wires Down 800Blk 26Th St 11:20 AM

EMS 1100Blk 3Rd St 1:43 PM
EMS 1100Blk 26Th St 2:28 PM
EMS 300Blk 24Th St 3:38 PM
EMS 1300Blk Euclid St 4:28 PM
Automatic Alarm 600Blk Broadway 4:37 PM
EMS 300Blk Santa Monica Pier 5:40 PM
EMS 1700Blk Franklin St 6:19 PM
EMS 2000Blk Main St 6:34 PM
EMS 2100Blk Ocean Ave 6:41 PM
Automatic Alarm 2400Blk 25Th St 7:12 PM
Automatic Alarm 1900Blk Ocean Way 7:25 
PM
EMS 2000Blk Lincoln Blvd 8:48 PM
EMS 200Blk Pacific St 9:06 PM
Automatic Alarm 400Blk Broadway 9:51 PM
EMS Ocean Ave / Pacific St 11:16 PM
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In the end, it wasn’t the synthetic marijuana 
compound in Yolo from Utah that caught 
up with Thompson. It was another kind of 
synthetic added to different brands.

By the time of the Utah poisonings, vapes 
labeled as Black Magic and Black Diamond 
had sickened more than 40 people in North 
Carolina, including high school students and 
military service members. Investigators were 
able to connect Thompson to that outbreak in 
part based on a guilty plea from the distributor 
of the spiked vapes, who said a woman that 
authorities identified as Thompson supplied 
the liquid that went into them.

Prosecutors also linked her to dealers 
charged in New York, where she pleaded 
guilty last month to conspiracy to distribute 
synthetic marijuana and a money laundering 
charge. The only brand federal prosecutors 
cited was Yolo.

U.S. Attorney Geoffrey Berman called 
Thompson a “drug trafficker” who used JK 
Wholesale to distribute “massive quantities” 
of synthetic marijuana as far back as 2014. She 
faces up to 40 years in prison.

Reached by phone the week before she 
pleaded guilty, Thompson declined to discuss 
Yolo and then hung up. In a subsequent text 
message, Thompson said not to call her and 

referred questions to her lawyer, who did not 
respond to requests for comment.

While Yolo was Thompson’s project 
and she was the exclusive salesperson, her 
business partner and former roommate was 
involved in its production, according to the 
workplace retaliation complaint.

Thompson’s business partner and former 
roommate, Katarina Maloney, distanced 
herself from Thompson and Yolo during an 
August interview at Mathco’s headquarters in 
Carlsbad, California. Maloney has not been 
charged in the federal investigation.

“To tell you the truth, that was my business 
partner,” Maloney said of Yolo. She said 
Thompson was no longer her partner and she 
didn’t want to discuss it.

In a follow-up email, Maloney asserted the 
Yolo in Utah “was not purchased from us,” 
without elaborating.

“Mathco Health Corporation or any of its 
subsidiary companies do not engage in the 
manufacture or sale of illegal products,” she 
wrote. “When products leave our facility, they 
are 100% compliant with all laws.”

Maloney also said all products are lab 
tested. She did not respond to requests for 
Yolo lab results.

This version corrects the name of the agency 
that received the tip, the U.S. Drug Enforcement 
Administration, not U.S. Drug Enforcement Agency.
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Tax 
RELIEF 
TODAY

Owe 10K
or more 
in back
taxes?

CALL NOW FOR A
FREE CASE REVIEW!

We help with back taxes, wage garnishments,
bank levies, payroll taxes, penalties and interest.

310-907-7780Call Today for a Free Consultation

Specializing in 1099 
Independent Contractors and Business Owners

MEMBER OF 
THE AMERICAN BAR

ASSOCIATION

Don’t talk to
the IRS alone!

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS, LET ONE
OF OUR EXPERIENCED TAX

ATTORNEYS FIGHT FOR YOU!

We can protect from collections
and negotiate on your behalf.

editor@smdp.com
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Complete a full-credit 
class in just 6 weeks.

The ADVANTAGE is all yoursThe ADVANTAGE is all yours

SANTA MONICA COLLEGE

SANTA MONICA COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT BOARD OF TRUSTEES:  
Dr. Margaret Quiñones-Perez, Chair; Dr. Nancy Greenstein, Vice Chair; Dr. Susan Aminoff; Dr. Louise Jaffe; Rob Rader; Dr. Sion Roy; Barry A. Snell; Brooke Harrington, Student Trustee; Dr. Kathryn E. Jeffery, Superintendent/President

Winter classes begin January 6   
Apply at smc.edu/winter


