
BY MICHAEL LIEDTKE 
AP Business Writer 

SAN FRANCISCO — Apartment
rents through most of the western
United States are rising, a sign that
landlords are regaining some of the
leverage lost in a sluggish econo-
my and a hot home-buying market
that lured away tenants, according
to a report released Thursday. 

Through September, average
rents had climbed from the previ-
ous year in all but four of the
West’s 20 major metropolitan

markets surveyed on a quarterly
basis by RealFacts, a Novato,
Calif.-based research firm. 

Rents rose the most in the rapid-
ly growing Southern California
market of San Bernardino and
Riverside counties, where apart-
ment tenants paid an average of
$1,001 in September, a 6.9 percent
increase from a year ago. It marked
the first time rents have risen
above $1,000 in a region known as
the “Inland Empire.” 

Many of the Inland Empire’s
residents have moved there to

escape the much higher cost of liv-
ing closer to the Southern
California coast. Los Angeles and
Orange counties remain the most
expensive metropolitan market,
with September rents averaging
$1,356, a 4.5 percent increase
from last year. 

Other strong rental markets
included: Ventura County at
$1,310, up 3.1 percent; San Diego
County at $1,210, up 3.2 percent;
Reno, Nev. at $777, up 3.6 per-
cent; Las Vegas at $767, up 2.7
percent; and Fresno County at

$697, up 3.9 percent. 
The biggest decrease occurred

in Santa Clara County, a Silicon
Valley hub where rents have
plunged by hundreds of dollars
during the last 3 1/2 years amid a
high-tech slump triggered by the
dot-com bust. Santa Clara County
rents averaged $1,283 in Sept-
ember, down 1.3 percent. 

But there were even signs of an
upturn in Santa Clara County. The
average September rent there was
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ON OCT. 22, 1962, President Kennedy
announced an air and naval blockade
of Cuba, following the discovery of
Soviet missile bases on the island. 
■ In 1746, Princeton University in
New Jersey received its charter. 
■ In 1797, French balloonist Andre-
Jacques Garnerin made the first para-
chute descent, landing safely from a
height of about 3,000 feet.

Heavy rains around Dunn, N.C., in mid-
August pounded soap-based runoff
from the H&H Products facility just off
U.S. 301, creating an awesome wall of
white bubbles at least 20 feet high that
obscured not only Jonesboro Road but
the telephone poles alongside. A few
drivers tried to go through the mess,
but most avoided it until firefighters
cleared the foam to the side of the
road with their hoses.
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you cannot harness it.”
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QUOTE OF THE DAY

TODAY IN HISTORY

SUPER LOTTO
1  10  31  45  47
Meganumber: 17
Jackpot: 13 Million

FANTASY 5
12  15  17  26  29

DAILY 3
Daytime: 9 8 7
Evening: 9 7 4

DAILY DERBY
1st: 04 Big Ben
2nd: 10 Solid Gold
3rd: 03 Hot Shot
RACE TIME: 1:44.20

DAILY LOTTERY

Jacquie Banks

Your local Realtor since 1987

310.586.0342 CONSULTING • BOOKKEEPING • PLANNING TAXES

SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA
(310) 395-9922

100 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1800
Santa Monica 90401

SMALL BUSINESS STARTUP?
Let me help you succeed

Out of their gourds

Crill Hansen/Special to the Daily Press
Students of the Canyon Charter School use their noggins to compare pumpkins at the school’s 10th annual Pumpkin
Patch and Bake Sale on Thursday. The sale continues Friday from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. at the school (421 Entrada Drive).

(Editor’s note: This is the first
article in a series on local election
fundraising.)

BY JOHN WOOD
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITY HALL — Facing a crowded
field of 10 contenders, the four
Santa Monica City Councilmen
seeking re-election this November
stepped up their fundraising cam-
paigns in the first half of October,

collectively raising more than
$73,000, financial documents show.

Leading the four incumbents
was City Councilman Ken Genser,
who raised more than $25,000 in
the first two weeks of October.
Genser was followed, in order, by
Mayor Richard Bloom, and City

Councilmen Herb Katz and Mike
Feinstein, according to the reports.

Still commanding the money
race, however, was challenger
Bobby Shriver, a Kennedy family
descendant who’s relied on family
and personal connections to amass
a massive campaign war chest.
City Hall didn’t receive Shriver’s
most recent disclosure forms
Thursday, but by the end of
September Shriver had already
raised more than $100,000. None

of the incumbents have reached
that benchmark.

By contrast, Genser had raised
only $1,200 before this month. He
raked in $25,000 over the first half
of October through donations
from executives at Southern
California Disposal; the re-elec-
tion campaign for Assemblyman
Paul Koretz; City Councilman
Kevin McKeown; Santa Monica
College administrator Don Girard;

Young entrepreneurs help
single guys land dates
BY JOHN WOOD 
Daily Press Staff Writer

Taxi fare to the nightclub: $15.
Door charge: $20. Three extra dry,
top-shelf gin martinis: $36. Enjoy-
ing an evening out with two beau-
tiful women: Pricey.

A pair of young PR profession-
als have become Santa Monica’s
latest entrepreneurs, capitalizing
on an old adage they said holds
true in today’s dating scene: “Men
want beautiful women, and
women want men who have beau-
tiful women.”

The undertaking began as a
joke between founders Marni
Kinrys, 23, and Nina Rubin, 26.

“We came back from a dinner,”

See ON THE RISE, page 7

Apartment rents on the rise in most Western markets

A labor
of love

See SINKHER, page 6

Staying power: Incumbents rally funds

See STAYING POWER, page 6

CAMPAIGN 2004
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LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
★★★★★ You see humor in what others

don’t. Don’t push your views on others; rather,
understand where co-workers and friends are
coming from. Emphasize financial security in the
next few weeks. Don’t risk what you don’t have.
Tonight: Lead the parade. Get into the weekend.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
★★★★ You feel a change in your energy

as the Sun slides into your sign today. Work on
optimism and seeing the glass half-full.
Sometimes you even get a bit stern or negative.
Discuss a domestic change. Tonight: Head home.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
★★★★★ Your words and attitude have an

impact. To many, you have reversed your stand.
Actually, you are transforming and changing.
Hence, you make different choices. Allow someone
in closer. Share more of yourself. Tonight: Where
your pals are.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
★★★ Know when to lie low. You might

need to reorient your thinking, as quite apparently
you are barking up the wrong tree. You don’t need
to announce to others what you are about to
change. A meeting turns into a Friday-afternoon
get-together. Tonight: You are the party!

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
★★★★ You feel that you are on a roll, but

you might have a hard time getting others to join
in. Friends change plans at the last minute.
Meetings at work could be rescheduled. Float out
the door, but head home first. Tonight: Home is
where the action is.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
★★ Take your time making a decision. A

boss pushes you. Do what you must to maintain
the peace, even though you might want to do oth-
erwise. Take an overview and refuse to get into
office politics. Consider taking a class to change
your work status. Tonight: Cocoon.

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:

★★★★★-Dynamic   ★★★★-Positive   ★★★-Average   ★★-So-so   ★-Difficult

Take off ASAP, Gemini

ARIES (March 21-April 19)
★★★★★ You wake up smelling the roses

and feeling that your day could be close to per-
fect. News from a distance might encourage you
to adjust your plans and/or thinking. Allow a part-
ner to help you. Your intensity marks your deci-
sions. Tonight: Celebrate the weekend.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
★★★★ Take your bows; after all, you

have put in your share of time and work. A part-
ner wants to pitch in. Accept his or her support if
you want to clear out of work at a reasonable
hour. Let associates run with the ball. Tonight:
Say “yes.”

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
★★★★★ Your mind points you in the

right direction. Sometimes you get accused of
over-intellectualizing. Don’t overthink things; just
follow a good idea. A partner revises his or her
thinking. As you change, so will this person, per-
haps slowly. Tonight: Take off ASAP.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
★★★★ Clearly, you cannot get your two

cents in. Let others run with the ball. You will like
watching and not being responsible. You could
learn a whole new approach. Trust a close asso-
ciate. He or she will come through for you.
Tonight: Be with your closest loved one.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
★★★★★ You could reverse plans left

and right. Be whimsical, but get your work done.
If you must, make one or two personal calls to set
up your weekend. Respond to calls. You might
take some work home and leave early. Tonight:
Just don’t be alone.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
★★★ The ball tumbles into your hands.

Be responsible and get the job done. Some of you
might be considering a home office. Return calls
and schedule a meeting for next week. Touch
base with those who count. Tonight: Soak or
exercise stress away
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BOB GABRIEL INSURANCE

California survey shows Mercury Insurance Auto
rates to be the most competetive in this area.

Phone Quotes Available

Providing Professional & Personalized Service Since 1936

■  Auto Experts ■  Life, Disability & Pension

■  Homeowners ■  Commercial & Business

■  Workers Compensation ■  Group & Individual Health

Representing “A” rated companies 
including MERCURY INSURANCE

310.829.0305
2325 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica

We encourage you to visit the Santa
Monica Historical Society Museum —

The Archives of Santa Monica.
1539 Euclid (310) 395-2290

AWARD WINNING
BEER SELECTION

29 Beers on Draught

HAPPY HOUR 4-6PM    Monday thru Friday

PLAN YOUR NEXT PARTY 
ON THE PATIO

2911 Main Street • Santa Monica • 11:30am - Midnight Mon-Sun
Telephone 310.314.4855 • www.libraryalehouse.com

$5.99 Burger Monday!!!
Your choice of:

Ahi • Salmon • Boca
Garden • Turkey • Beef

Dinner Tuesday - Sunday
Beginning at Five O’Clock P.M.

Early Bird Special 5pm-6:30pm $13.95
Catering and Private Parties Available
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1928 Lincoln Boulevard in Santa Monica (1 Block South of Pico)
(310) 396-4039

French • Greek • Italian • Mediterranean Restaurant
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SURF CENTER santa monica

bCore Surf/Lifestyle Shop bbCore Surf/Lifestyle Shop b
1451 THIRD STREET PROMENADE
IN SANTA MONICA • 310.656.CURL

SURF REPORT
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The Surf Report is sponsored by:

SATURDAY 4:25 1.8 5:50 -0.3 10:42 6.3 N/A N/A

SUNDAY 4:55 2.2 6:51 -0.2 12:14 3.9 11:21 6.2

MONDAY 5:28 2.7 8:06 0.0 1:35 3.4 12:08 5.9

TUESDAY 6:14 3.2 9:35 0.1 3:42 3.3 1:13 5.5

WEDNESDAY 8:28 3.5 10:56 0.0 5:41 3.7 2:47 5.2

THURSDAY 10:51 3.2 11:58 -0.1 6:26 4.1 4:29 5.1

FRIDAY N/A N/A 12:11 2.6 6:58 4.6 5:49 5.2

LOW TIDES HIGH TIDES
Morning Height Evening Height Morning Height Evening Height

Today look for NW swell (290-300) to sharply drop off, espe-
cially through the afternoon. Most spots drop into the waist high
and below range (and mainly below, especially for Northern LA).
Standout NW breaks through the South Bay see some leftover
sets to chest high in the morning. Light wind expected in the
morning, builds WNW 8-12 knots for the afternoon. 

Write us at wood@smdp.com and tell us what the surf is doing today
at your local break.

Today the
water Is:

65°

As election day draws near, voters are
increasingly being inundated with politi-
cal scare tactics, confusing campaign lit-
erature and promises from candidates —
on the local, state and national levels. 

Although many people might have
made up their minds long ago on the
presidential race, it is often much harder
to make meaningful distinctions among
local and state candidates and issues.

So this week, Q-Line wants to know,

“How comfortable would you feel stepping
into the voting booth right now? Have you
been sufficiently informed about candi-
dates, or have the political tactics employed
this year left you dazed and confused?”

Call (310) 285-8106 before Friday at
5 p.m. and we’ll print your response in
the weekend edition. Please limit your
comments to a minute or less. It might
be helpful to first think about the word-
ing of your response.

Since 1967
Quality  &  Value  Always!

310-399-7892
2732 Main St.

Santa Monica

Open 6am - 2:30pm Mon. - Fri.
6am - 4pm Sat. - Sun.

1/2 Priced 
Menu Omelettes

6AM-7AM
Be the Early Bird!

Design a Party with a Slice!
Specializing in Event Catering, Office Parties and Birthdays

Lunch/Office Delivery

915 Wilshire Blvd. • 310.451.SLICE(7542)

1622 Ocean Park Blvd. • 310.399.4060
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“A slice of NY in your 
own backyard.”

— Anthony Dias Blue
Bon Appetit Lifestyle

Cartoons, urban landscapes at SMC art gallery
By Daily Press staff

Art junkies can now view urban landscapes through contrasting mediums at the
new “Seeing and Reading” exhibition at Santa Monica College.

Two nationally recognized artists, Marc Trujillo and Chris Ware, work in differ-
ent media but share an unsentimental vision of urban landscapes. An exhibition of
their paintings is currently being presented through Nov. 6 at the Pete and Susan
Barrett Art Gallery at SMC. A free lecture featuring the two artists will be held on
Friday Nov. 5 at 5 p.m. at the gallery. 

Trujillo, an SMC art professor, and Ware, a Chicago artist, have been close
friends since their undergraduate studies at the University of Texas at Austin in the
late 1980s.

Ware is nationally known for art combined with poignant stories. Ware has had
his work exhibited throughout the world, including the Whitney Biennial in New
York in 2002. He has appeared on “60 Minutes” and has been featured in a wide
range of publications, including Time magazine. 

Trujillo’s paintings in the SMC exhibit are urban landscapes, rigorously struc-
tured and void of political or moral overtones. They include ordinary places, such
as big box retail stores, self-service gas stations and fast-food chains. While the sub-
jects depicted are nominally in the Los Angeles area, they are actually generic envi-
ronments that are numbingly familiar to contemporary Americans. He has shown
nationally and had solo exhibitions in New York, Los Angeles and San Francisco
since receiving his master of fine arts degree from The Yale University School of
Art in 1994.

The art gallery  is located at SMC’s Madison campus on Santa Monica Boulevard
and 11th Street. Gallery hours are 12 p.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday through Friday, and 11
a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturdays. For information, call (310) 434-3434.

Free makeovers for new job seekers
By Daily Press staff

A workshop for formerly homeless women will offer free makeovers to partici-
pants to help them prepare for job interviews. 

The seven-year-old workshop offers life-skills development and training to help
homeless women turn their lives around and find jobs and housing.  

The Junior League of Los Angeles, in conjunction with Pacheco Salon, are help-
ing make the transition easier by offering free makeovers to more than 20 women
participating in a life skills building program at Chrysalis. 

The workshop is scheduled for Monday, Oct. 25 at 6:30 p.m. at Pacheco Salon
in Santa Monica and will help the women learn how to apply appropriate makeup
for a job interview.

The collaboration includes two seven-week workshops for formerly homeless
women living in shelters and working with Chrysalis to find jobs and housing.

Chrysalis is a non-profit organization in Santa Monica dedicated to helping eco-
nomically disadvantaged and homeless individuals become self-sufficient through
employment opportunities. For more information, call Chrysalis at (310) 392-4117.

YWCA to host proposition party
By Daily Press staff

Santa Monica voters can do their civic duty and party at the same time.
The YWCA of Santa Monica/Westside will host the first-ever “Proposition

Party” to provide the public with information regarding state propositions. The party
will provide a nonpartisan venue for voters seeking information about the current
propositions and how they will affect individuals, families, and the community.
YMCA’s goal is to empower individuals to become pro-active voters. All commu-
nity members are invited to attend the party.  

The party will take place on Wednesday, Oct. 27, from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. in
the YWCA gymnasium at 2019 14 St. People interested in speaking about the pros
or cons of a particular proposition should contact Robbin Turner at (310) 452-3881. 

COMMUNITY BRIEFS
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SMRR agenda a failed one
Editor:

Ms. Fresco, how heartwarming it is to hear from you
that the incumbent Santa Monicans For Renters’ Rights
candidates (Bloom, Genser and Feinstein) had the
“courage to take a stand in the face of controversy” in
regards to the “historic preservation” proposition in 2002
(SMDP, Oct. 20, page 4). It’s too bad they can’t take a
stand on ridding our streets and parks of the criminal
vagrants that plague our city. It’s too bad that SMRR’s
rhetoric of fear has kept them in power here for the last
25 years. It’s too bad that this trio couldn’t give two
rabid squirrel turds about the people who pay the bills in
this city. Ms. Fresco, be careful what you ask for because
the only heritage that these three will ensure is the her-
itage of their failed social agendas, the heritage that
Santa Monica is known as the bum capitol of the U.S.  

Jeff Bender
Santa Monica

And the rest of SMC story
Editor:

By failing to perform even the most basic research,
the Daily Press’ piece of Oct. 21 on Santa Monica
College’s student transfer numbers to the UC system
has done a disservice, not just to the residents of Santa
Monica, but to prospective students of the college.

Making the statement that “how the transfer numbers
factor into percentages” of the overall student body
“isn’t clear” and relying on college officials that they
“don’t calculate percentages because there are too many
other factors to consider” ignores both existing federal
mandates and dedicated efforts by the California
Community College Chancellor’s Office to give
prospective students, and those concerned with improv-
ing our community colleges, a real means to gauge
transfer achievement.

The reason the “Student-Right-to-Know and Campus
Security Act of 1990” (Public Law 101-542) was
passed, and the CCCCO’s program of actual “cohort”
measurements in both academic and vocational pro-
grams was developed, is to avoid just such misleading
boosterism as SMC — and, by extension, the Daily
Press — so enthusiastically engage in reporter John
Wood’s account.

The SRTK rates measure both completion (the total
number of students in the cohort who earn either a
degree, a certificate, or who successfully completed a
two-year-equivalent transfer-preparatory program) and
transfer (the total number of cohort non-completers who
were identified as having enrolled in another institu-
tion). The tracking period of the cohorts is three years,
at which time the SRTK rates are calculated into a per-
centage, and made public via a comparison table that
includes all the California community colleges.

Unfortunately, this “apples-to-apples” basis for
transfers to the UC and CSU system paints an altogeth-
er different picture than that of SMC President
Robertson and her spokespeople: SMC’s completion
rate is mediocre, just eight tenths of a percentage point
above the statewide average of 33.7 percent.

Shockingly, SMC’s transfer rate is even worse — at
only 18.2 percent. SMC trails the statewide transfer
average by almost 4 full percentage points. And this,
from a community college that represents itself as a
“transfer school,” as opposed to the more vocationally
oriented institutions.

For those interested, vocational programs are also
measured by the CCCCO, through the “VTEA Core
Indicators of Performance” and here SMC is well below
average again, lagging far behind the statewide averages
in skill attainment, completions, job placement and job
retention for the traditional employment sectors.

Students both require and expect valid and useful
information when making their decisions about college
— the reasoning behind the “Student-Right-To-Know”
law. For SMC leadership to promote their “transfer fair”
through such questionable, even misleading, statistics
harkens to another big-top promoter, P.T. Barnum, and
that “sucker born every minute” mentality.

But in this election time, the residents of Santa
Monica, those who ultimately are responsible for the

direction the college is going, are also victimized by such
misleading salesmanship. We too have a “right to know”
about how our local institution measures up to others in
the state, and a right to expect our local press to be more
than just a superficial, promotional mouthpiece.

There may be those that feel that making such informa-
tion public smacks of “SMC bashing,” but while blind sup-
port of the home team may be beneficial for the football
team, it has the opposite effect when academic achieve-
ment is the goal. One thing that education reaffirms almost
continuously is that problems must be dealt with, and the
sooner the better;. Pretending that a deficiency doesn’t
exist, whether it’s on the individual student level or the
institutional level, ultimately leads only to failure.

Don Gray
Santa Monica

SMC spending out of control
Editor:

The Daily Press puff piece on Santa Monica College
(SMDP, Oct. 20, page 1) is lacking in objectivity. Don
Girard’s comment concerning the college raising $160
million for the bond campaign is just one example. The
college did not “raise” the money, they “raided” the
Santa Monica College Foundation, Inc. for over $100
million. By “laundering” campaign contributions
through a charitable organization, the citizens of Santa
Monica cannot find out who is backing this massive
development proposal. The campaign also “raided” the
Associated Student Body Association funds of $60 mil-
lion. The use of ASB funds may be illegal pursuant to
Education Code  Education Code 76060 et seq
Education Code 7054, Stanson v. Mott, 17 Cal.3d 206
(1976), and Smith V. Regents of California, 4 Cal 4th
843;. The use of charitable funds for political campaigns
may also violate the Internal Revenue Service rules and
regulations. Haswell v. U.S. 500 F2d 11333(1974)(16
percent of budget violates IRS rules).

It is shocking your paper totally ignored how SMC
is financing their campaign. Your paper is also ignoring
how more than $235 million spent for development will
impact traffic and congestion, but I’ll leave that issue to
another letter.

Mat Millen
Santa Monica

Democracy alive and well
Editor:

As one of the original backers of Prop. A, I am
amazed and, I must say, grateful for the softball that
Nina Fresco lobbed to us in her letter to the editor
(SMDP, Oct. 20, page 4) objecting to homeowners exer-
cising their constitutional rights by urging the ouster of
Councilmembers Feinstein, Genser and Bloom. She
gives us a chance to clear up some misconceptions.

First of all, she continues to repeat the outright lie
that Prop. A was not a homeowner initiative, but instead
was backed by some mysterious, nefarious developers
which she cannot name. This is patently false, and no
matter how many times she repeats it, it will still be
false. Prop. A came about because literally hundreds of
citizens attended Landmark Commission meetings
every month for over a year and saw for themselves how
the commission operates. It came about because citizens
angered by their actions were summarily ignored, and
we were frustrated. It was a citizen backed initiative,
period, and it received 80 percent of the vote in the
neighborhoods that would have been effected by their
actions. The continued dismissal of the very existence
of these homeowners by Ms. Fresco and the coun-
cilmembers in question is exactly the reason Prop. A
happened.

By the way, Ms. Fresco met me and another backer of
Prop. A at Peete’s Coffee shortly after the election and
asked us if the homeowners had any suggestions of how
to make the system work better for us (we gave her sever-
al ideas, but ... surprise ... none of them have been imple-
mented). I don’t think she would have had that cup of cof-
fee with us if she really thought we were developers.

She also says that Bloom, Feinstein and Genser
“called the election.” This is completely insane. Prop. A

got on the ballot because we forced them to put it there,
by gathering signatures. They did everything they could
think of to keep it from a vote. “Called the election?”
What color is the sky in her world?

She goes on to say that a “show of hands” would
have closed the issue of an historic district on 18th
Street. Well, 74 of the 118 homeowners on 18th Street
came to their meetings month after month and said very
clearly that we didn’t want it, but they plowed forward
in spite of this. We were in that room speaking against
it for so long that we saw Ms. Fresco go from not being
pregnant to having a newborn. I guess our mistake was
that we didn’t raise our hands.

Finally, the part of her letter that simply boggles the
mind is when she accuses us of politicizing the preser-
vation issue. It was her commission, along with
Councilmembers Feinstein, Genser, Bloom and
McKeown who did that when they sent out mailer after
mailer to renters falsely claiming that Prop. A was a
covert attack on rent control (be careful, they’ll be com-
ing for you next). It was the sleaziest kind of politics,
the politics of fear, and she and her council cohorts wal-
lowed in it during the campaign. They also manipulated
the process, changing the voting method to a mail in
system, the one and only time that system has ever been
used in the city (notice they aren’t using it for this elec-
tion. I guess the fewer voters the better when their jobs
are on the line).

I am not opposed to these candidates because they are
backed by Santa Monicans For Renters’ Rights. I don’t
care about SMRR one way or the other, I’m not a renter
or a landlord. I am opposed to these three candidates
because they screwed the city’s homeowners and con-
tinue to do so. Homeowners have not only a right, but
an obligation to remember who stood with them and
who stood against them when they go to the polls.
Genser, Feinstein and Bloom (and McKeown) made it
very clear that they intend to take an aggressively adver-
sarial approach to Santa Monica’s homeowners. If we
didn’t send a letter out and publish an ad urging voters
to remember these councilmembers for their actions, not
their words, we would be remiss in our duty to our
neighbors. Ms. Fresco, it’s called democracy.

Greg Poirier
Santa Monica

There is a problem at City Hall
Editor:

Like Judy Avery (SMDP, Oct. 20) I don’t know who
is behind “Santa Monica Citizens for Sensible
Priorities,” but that is the extent of our common ground.
Perhaps Ms. Avery should spend a little more time talk-
ing to those of us that own property or run businesses in
Santa Monica, to learn about what drives the need for
this new organization, and hopefully more like it. 

Ms. Avery is irresponsible to assume that the cookie
store example is an isolated instance of City Hall’s inef-
ficiency and misplaced priorities. Ms. Avery draws an
erroneous and dangerous conclusion that there’s no
problem because building permits and business licenses
are being issued. Following her logic it would be con-
sistent to conclude that there’s plenty of affordable
housing here because people live in Santa Monica. Or
that wages are sufficient here because people work in
Santa Monica. While she says the money spent on this
ad campaign could feed the hungry and homeless, her
logic, again, suggests there is no hunger because people
eat in Santa Monica.  

Frankly, it’s time to change the attitude and priorities
of the Santa Monica City Council. It’s time to stop treat-
ing property owners and business owners as second-
class citizens. And business-as-usual at City Hall needs
a major adjustment.

I suppose, like Ms. Avery, I’m also allowed to make
some assumptions. I’ll limit mine to the one — she must
be a card-carrying member of Santa Monicans For
Renters Rights. And, like Ms. Avery, I have an idea too.
She might want to talk to a few people who have had
encounters with the city administration.

Kevin Schoeler
Santa Monica

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
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GERMAN CAR SERVICE
Specialist in Repair of  Porsche • VW • Audi • BMW

• Best alternative to high dealer prices
• Complete service and repair
• All work guaranteed
• Locally owned and operated since 1965

2202 OLYMPIC BLVD., SANTA MONICA • (310) 829-2563

“I think people deserve to have a good
meal once before they die,” said Robert
Ruelas, defending his unorthodox decision
to invite a “pretty torn up” homeless man
into the upscale Broadway Deli for lunch.

Ruelas knows. He’s been pretty torn up
himself. While homeless, he used to pass
the tony restaurant, eyeing the outdoor
diners’ meals.

Ruelas is not a sympathetic character
and he admits he had no sympathy for
others for most of is life. The 65-year-old
has been in jail
more than out
since he was 9.

“It was never
my nature to help
someone,” he
said. “Where I
grew up, it’s all
shooting, and you
live by an oath
that you only
look out for the
homies ...
Everybody else
doesn’t count. I
started getting
into organized
crime, hijacking
trucks, doing rob-
beries, then bank
robberies. I went
to the federal
joint. That’s what
I’ve been doing
all my life.

“I got out (of
jail) and I didn’t
have nothing, I was homeless. They give
you money at the gate, then you run out. I
was living in a hotel. My parole officer
thought I’d end up back in the peniten-
tiary. He thought I would never change
my life.”

As I sit listening to this hardened man, I
wonder why I am not afraid. Looking
straight at me, he said that not too long ago,
he would have stolen my computer from
under me. I wonder which of us is mar-
veling more at how much he’s changed —
and at what finally prompted it after the
thousands of tax dollars spent on him.

“My friend told me to go to St.
Joseph’s Center,” Ruelas said. “They
showed me how to do things the right
way. I was messing up, I was going back
to South Central and seeing my home-
boys. (My St. Joseph’s caseworker) kept
telling me to cut LA loose, get a job, keep
busy.  She put me in a shelter, and was
always there for me.  

“I started changing when she was talk-
ing to me. I had problems, (but) St.
Joseph’s kept giving me courage. I started
volunteering at PATH (People Assisting
the Homeless), cleaning the kitchen, run-
ning errands, like a handy-person. I grad-
uated from Turning Point, and St. Joseph
Center got me (into) a place in Redondo,
where I pay my own rent.”

St. Joseph’s Center has 11 programs to
help homeless and low-income families,
providing a continuum of care for people
who are at risk of becoming homeless and
for those climbing their way out. St.
Joseph’s participates in the Westside
Shelter and Hunger Coalition, which net-

works several social service agencies to
provide a wider variety of programs with
less duplication.

“After the first year, I can see a change
in me that I never thought I’d see,” Ruelas
said, shaking his head. “I never thought it
would happen in a thousand years that I
would feel sorry for anybody, especially a
homeless person, that’s why I know I’m
changing. I started getting that little feel-
ing in my body that I never had.”

I trace the heavy blue tattoos on
Ruelas’ forearms. 

“That one’s Broadway — my gang
nickname,” he said.

“I eat at the Broadway Deli, I know
mostly everybody there,” he added,
recalling the day of his impulsive invita-
tion. “I went outside to smoke a cigarette,
and this old dude comes walking up and is

looking in. He
tells me they
won’t let (him) in
to buy a sand-
wich, he says,
‘Cause the way I
am, they don’t
want me in there,
I’m homeless…’

“I don’t know
(how), it just came
out of my mouth. I
told the guy,
‘Come on in and
I’ll get you some-
thing to eat.’
When we went in
a lot of people
were looking at
us.

“The lady that
works the
(counter) says
‘What are you
doing?’ I told
them to give him
anything he wants

and I’ll pay for it.  
“There was a lady (sitting) next to me.

She tells me, ‘I’ve never seen anybody do
what you did. Most people give money,
but you brought him into this place.’ I
said it just came up that way, I didn’t want
nothing out of it.

“Turns out, the lady owns her own
restaurant, and invites me to lunch.”

Ruelas asks me if I’d ever done any-
thing like that, and I recount an almost for-
gotten memory when I was 18 and newly
living alone. My boss asked me to put up a
new employee with nowhere to sleep.  

“She just has nowhere to go, Kelly,” he
said. The woman disappeared from my
couch early the next morning, stealing a
loaf of homemade bread.

I’d felt ripped off, taken advantage of.
It forced me to contemplate the compli-
cated difference between giving with
expectations and without, about how chal-
lenging it is to give when we have no con-
trol over the outcome, about how much
faith and courage it takes to give with no
guarantee.

“I feel real good,” Ruelas said of his
gesture. “The first thing that came into my
mind after I talked with (the restaurant
owner) was St. Joseph’s. My caseworker
guaranteed I would change, and I did. At
that moment, I was changing.”

(Kelly Hayes-Raitt is a political consul-
tant specializing in public relations and
community organizing campaigns. She con-
sults with the Westside Shelter and Hunger
Coalition. She can be reached at (310) 474-
5545 or www.CommunityCampaigns.com).

Giving to down and out
comes with no guarantees

GUEST
COMMENTARY

BY KELLY HAYES-RAITT

7 Deadly Mistakes That Will Cost You
Thousands When You Sell Your Home

WESTSIDE – A new report has just been
released which reveals 7 costly mistakes that most
homeowners make when selling their home, and a
9 Step System that can help you sell your home
fast and for the most amount of money.

This industry report shows clearly how the tra-
ditional ways of selling homes have become
increasingly less and less effective in today’s mar-
ket. The fact of the mater is that fully three quar-
ters of homesellers don’t get what they want for
their home and become disillusioned and – worse
– financially disadvantaged when they put their
home on the market.

As this report uncovers, most homesellers

make 7 deadly mistakes that cost them literally
thousands of dollars. The good news is that each
and every one of these mistakes is entirely prevent-
able.

In answer to this issue, industry insiders have
prepared a free special report entitled “The 9 step
system to Get Your Home Sold Fast and For Top
Dollar”.

To hear a brief recorded message about
how to order your free copy of this report call
1 (888) 465-4534 and enter ID# 1000. You can
call anytime, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Call NOW to find out how you can get the
most money for your home.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

This report is courtesy of Steve Matilla, Matilla Realty. Not intended to solicit properties currently listed for sale. Copyright © 1997.

INTERESTED IN YOUR DAILY FORECAST?

CHECK OUT THE HOROSCOPES ON PAGE 2!

ROBERT RUELAS
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DO YOU HAVE 
RHEUMATOID ARTHRITIS?

Are you concerned about the c a r d i o v a s c u l a r
risk associated with rheumatoid arthritis?

Please consider enrolling in a new research study of
the effects of atorvasatin (Lipitor®) on both

HDL (so called “good” cholesterol) and joint i n f l a m m a t i o n .

For your participation, you will receive a free cardiovascular risk assessment
(HDL functional measurement).

If interested, please call:
Emma Hasan (310) 206-5732

UCLA Department of Rheumatology

said Kinrys. “We were dressed up. We
looked nice. We were talking about how
sociable we are and why can’t we make
money being sociable. We thought, ‘We can
be escorts, but we don’t want to have sex.’”

So the pair of self-proclaimed “wing
girls” concocted the idea for their compa-
ny, SinkHer. They charge $100 an hour to
take guys to bars, clubs, farmers’ markets
— anywhere they might meet a mate —
and introduce him to prospective dates.
After 25 “dates,” the founders now
employ eight more girls and place their
success rate at 75 percent.

“We’re the only female pickup artists,
if you want to call it that, in Los Angeles,”
boasts Kinrys. “We actually call it ‘The
ice breaker’ because we take away that
awkwardness of the first line.” 

Kinrys said the dates often turn into
“live therapy sessions” when the guys
explain what they’re looking for and the
girls give them pointers and reality checks.

Josh “Frederick,” a 26-year-old UCLA
graduate student too embarrassed to give
his real last name, said he decided to try the
girls after a friend spotted their ad online.

“You know, I go to a lot of bars, and I
talk to girls a lot, but they’re not really girls
I wanted anything to do with,” said Josh,
who spent two hours with two of SinkHer’s
girls. “I figured I’d meet, maybe, higher
quality girls” through SinkHer.

Josh got lucky. The SinkHer girls spent
about half an hour talking to him about what

he wanted in a date, made him feel comfort-
able and then fanned out around the bar for
him. They brought back a few women for
him to talk to, and Josh ended up with sev-
eral phone numbers. He even took one of
the girls he met out for a date afterwards.

“We’re going out again this week,”
Josh said.

The 25 clients who have used
SinkHer’s services since the company
was formed last month have come from
all sorts of social and economic back-
grounds, according to Kinrys, ranging in
years from 22 to 54. No “sleazeballs” are
allowed, she added, saying the group
carefully screens out potential clients who
are just on the prowl for sex.

Rubin and Kinrys met each other in
January on a trip to Israel. Rubin is a pro-
motional marketer with a history in PR.
Kinrys, who lives in an apartment near 19th
Street and Wilshire Boulevard, moved to
Santa Monica earlier this year to work for a
PR firm that handles clients like Kettle One
Vodka and Quicksilver clothing.

Now, Kinrys is doing PR for SinkHer,
and going out with clients. Sometimes the
company’s work can pay off in unexpect-
ed ways, she remarked.

“We’re having a blast every time we
go out, because we can’t believe we’re
doing this,” she said. “The funny thing is
we get a lot of dates when we’re on a date
with the guys, because we’re not focusing
on ourselves. 

“We’re just having a good time.”

‘Pickup’ sticks: SinkHer
has eight girls to impress
SINKHER, from page 1

local preservationist Nina Fresco; and
Bubba Gump Shrimp Co., a restaurant
slated to open on the Santa Monica Pier,
according to the reports at City Hall.

Of the money he’s raised, Genser
reported spending about $10,000 so far,
the vast majority on 17 pieces of campaign
literature, including election mailers.

Bloom, who only had $1,100 before
this month, raised nearly $21,000 in the
first half of October, attracting campaign
donations from, among others, John
Maceri, the head of Santa Monica’s
largest social services provider, and
Assemblyman Koretz’s re-election cam-
paign. Bloom reported spending $9,000,
mostly on 12 election mailers, a political

consultant and campaign office expenses.
Following Bloom was Katz, who

raised $16,400 in the first two weeks of
October, adding to the $58,900 he had
already raised. Katz’s recent donations
came from the Action Issues political
action committee; local business interests
like the owners of Ye Olde King’s Head
and Shutters on the Beach; the Hilton
Hotels Corp.; and attorneys Robert Bisno
and Ken Kutcher, among others.

Feinstein raised $2,700 in the first half
of October, adding onto $22,300 he
already had raised and another $44,800 he
has lent his own campaign. Recent dona-
tions to Feinstein’s campaign came from
Rent Control Board spokeswoman Tracy
Condon; Claire Ragge, owner of the
Gaslite; and the Santa Monica Pier

Lessees’ Association, among others,
according to the reports. As to expendi-
tures, Feinstein reported sending $25,000
to the Gilpin Group, the consulting firm
handling his campaign.

Candidates are limited by local law to
accepting individual donations of no more
than $250. They also must regularly dis-
close their fundraising activities.
Thursday was the last of the regular pre-
election reporting deadlines, and officials
expect more forms to arrive in the mail
today. Election expenses made in the days
leading up to Nov. 2 must be reported
within 24 hours.

The money raised by individual candi-
dates is just part of what will be spent
prior to the Nov. 2 election. Local politi-
cal groups like the powerful tenants’

group Santa Monicans for Renters Rights
also have raised tens of thousands of dol-
lars to support their chosen candidates.
SMRR reported more than $124,569 in
cash contributions so far this year, forms
filed Thursday show.

Also, several independent expenditure
committees, which don’t have to abide by
the $250 limit, but also are forbidden from
communicating with candidates, recently
have been established. Among the new
independent committees are a group call-
ing itself Santa Monicans for Change,
which is backed by local businesses and
has already sent out three election mailers,
and two new groups formed this week —
Santa Monicans for Responsible
Government and Homeowners for Change.

More financial reports to be filed at City Hall
STAYING POWER, from page 1

Crill Hansen/Special to the Daily Press
SinkHer co-founder Marni Kinrys (right) and employee Jory Steinberg (holding dog “Kramer”)
tend to business — making guys popular, and piquing girls’ interest.
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900 Santa Monica Boulevard 
Santa Monica, CA 90401

Infiniti of SANTA MONICA

www.infinitiofsantamonica.com

All vehicles subject to prior sale. All advertised prices excludes government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any 
dealer document preparation charge, and any emission testing charge. Offer expires Sunday, 10/24/04. 

Last of our 2004's
On Sale Now

800-Infiniti

Infiniti of SANTA MONICA
THE NEW

For Our Best Price On All Infiniti models
866-507-7254

New 2004 Infiniti Q45 Sedan

$10,000 

$6,999 due at lease inception.  No security deposit required.  Lessee responsible at 
lease end for mileage over 12,000 miles per year at 15¢ per mile over.

New 2004 Infiniti FX35

60 MONTH LEASE
ON APPROVED CREDIT

DEALER DISCOUNT
OFF MSRP

$7,000
DEALER DISCOUNT

OFF MSRP

2 at this lease
 VIN# 4X225240, 4X225194

$29949 
PER MO.
+ TAX 

AWD, SUNROOF, LEATHER, CD CHANGER, BOSE

LEATHER, SUNROOF, ALLOYS, CD CHANGER

2004 Infiniti QX56
DEMO, LEATHER, MOONROOF, FULL POWER, CD CHANGER & MORE!

2 at this discount

3 at this discount

VIN# 4N803761, 4N803882

 VIN# 4M500944, 4M500852, 4M500975

MANAGER'S DEMONSTRATOR SPECIAL

BY TOM CHORNEAU 
Associated Press Writer 

SACRAMENTO — Perhaps because
California voters’ strong support of
Democratic Sen. John Kerry has taken the
state off the list of presidential battle-
grounds, a large majority of voters are
unhappy the nation’s most populous state
has virtually no role in the campaign,
according to a new poll from the Public
Policy Institute of California. 

Sixty-four percent of likely voters said
they would back dumping the Electoral
College, considered by many a political
anachronism, in favor of a pure popular
vote to determine the president. 

In addition, the poll from the San
Francisco-based, nonpartisan think tank
found voters continue to give high marks
to how Republican Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger is doing his job. 

A year after the historic recall election
that ousted Gov. Gray Davis and replaced
him with Schwarzenegger, most voters
also said they like the ability to have
recall elections and would likely support
one in the future. 

According to the poll, Kerry and his
running mate, Sen. John Edwards of
North Carolina, continue to hold a sub-
stantial lead among California voters over
President Bush and Vice President Dick
Cheney. Kerry-Edwards have the support
of 51 percent of likely voters, while Bush-
Cheney have 39 percent — the same as
one month ago. 

Despite the lack of drama in California,
61 percent of voters here said they were
intensely interested in the presidential
campaign and developments elsewhere in
the country, a sharp increase from the 50
percent who said so last month. 

Pollster Mark Baldassare said voters in
California are unified on the desire to
change the current presidential electoral
system so that votes to the Electoral
College are awarded based on the popular
vote — instead of winner take all.

“Members of both parties support the
idea,” he said, noting the survey finding that
76 percent of Democrats and 52 percent of
Republicans said they favor the proposal. 

Baldassare also noted that California

voters are growing concerned over the
whole question of how votes will be taken
and counted in other places. 

As he has in other recent polls,
Schwarzenegger received strong approval
ratings from likely voters, as 69 percent
said they liked his performance. That
includes 51 percent of Democrats. 

Eighty-nine percent of likely voters
said the former bodybuilder and actor had
met or exceeded their expectations during
his first year in office. 

On the eve of the recall last year,
Baldassare said, most voters were worried
about the consequences of recalling a
governor, which had only happened once
before — in 1921 in North Dakota. Now,
however, 74 percent of likely voters said
a recall option is a good component of the
state constitution. 

“Our polling right before the recall
found a lot of uncertainty and anxiety
about the process of recalling a gover-
nor,” Baldassare said. “Having a special
election, with 135 names on the ballot
and, in the end, the leading candidate was
a movie star who had not spent a day in
elected office. Now, looking back, people
believe the recall process worked, it did-
n’t have as many glitches as they thought
it might and say it is a valuable process.” 

The survey found that Democratic Sen.
Barbara Boxer is holding a 53 percent to
35 percent edge over Republican Bill
Jones among likely voters, with 10 per-
cent undecided — results that have
changed little in the past three months. 

Likely voters gave strong support to
Proposition 63, that would increase the
personal income tax on wealthy residents
to fund mental health services with 62
percent favoring and 24 percent opposed
and 14 percent undecided. Proposition 71,
which would sell $3 billion in state bonds
to pay for human embryonic stem cell
research, is also favored by 50 percent of
likely voters, with 39 percent opposed and
11 percent undecided. 

The overall poll, conducted during the
eight-day period ending Oct. 17, is based
on interviews with 1,170 likely voters and
has a sampling error of plus or minus 3
percentage points. 

The role not taken: CA
voters stuck on outside

$12 higher than in June, marking the
region’s first quarter-to-quarter increase
since its apartment rents peaked at $1,955
in March 2001, according to RealFacts. 

The only other major Western markets
where rents declined were: San
Francisco/Oakland at $1,310, down 0.8
percent; Boise, Idaho at $695, down 1
percent; and Salt Lake City at $668, down
0.1 percent. 

No market outside California had aver-
age rents above $1,000. The Seattle metro
market — another high-tech haven —
was the most expensive non-California
market with an average September rent of
$874, a 0.6 percent annual increase. 

Although modest in most markets, the
rental upturn may herald a tipping point
for landlords, said RealFacts spokesman

Gerald Cox. “Compared to the way things
have been going the last few years, this
really is quite cheering,” he said. 

The tepid economic recovery since the
last recession has forced landlords in
many markets either to reduce rents or
keep rent increases below the inflation
rate. People unable to find decent-paying
jobs often move in with family or friends
to save money — a phenomenon that
reduces the pool of potential renters. 

The lowest mortgage rates in more
than 40 years also have enabled many
longtime renters to buy their own homes,
another factor that has pressured apart-
ment rents downward, Cox said. 

Now that interest rates are slowly
beginning to rise, Cox said, more people
are likely to remain in their apartments,
giving landlords more pricing power. 

Landlords getting the upper hand
ON THE RISE, from page 1
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BY TOM VERDIN
Associated Press Writer

SHAVER LAKE — Seizing on a break in
the weather Thursday, rescuers managed
to locate all 16 hikers reported missing in
a blizzard that also killed two climbers
stranded on the face of El Capitan in
Yosemite National Park.

“Oh thank God, thank God, this is the
greatest day of my life,” rejoiced Rita
Bargetto-Snider, who was at the com-
mand post where the rescue was being
coordinated when she received word that
her brother, Paul, was apparently safe.

The final 14 were located Thursday,
including a group of four San Francisco
Bay area residents who left last
Wednesday on a four-day hike on Mount
Whitney in Sequoia National Park.

Tony Smith, 42, of Scotts Valley, Amy
Childers, 40, of Daly City, and Paul and
Lula Shank of Redwood City were found
about 9:30 a.m. near Mirror Lake, three
miles short of the trailhead at Whitney
Portal, said spokeswoman Alexandra
Picavet.

They were airlifted out of the park and
taken to Lone Pine where they were
reunited with their families, Picavet said.

“It’s all due to their smart way of han-
dling the situation,” Picavet said. “They
had an itinerary they’d given to family at
home, so when Tony’s wife did not get a
call Sunday night, she initiated the search
and rescue effort. Because she knew
exactly where they were going, we knew
exactly where to search.”

The hikers heard the helicopter this
morning and starting jumping up and
down and waving to signal the rescuers.

About the same time, a man who went
hiking alone in King’s Canyon National
Park also was rescued, Picavet said.
Gabriel Janssen, 34, of Bishop initially
tried waiting out the storm in a cave.

“While he was sitting there, another
guy walked by and was kind of stuck in
the same situation,” Picavet said. “He
came into the cave and they decided to
wait out the snow together.”

Rangers had been unaware of the sec-
ond man, Mark Pollock, until they res-
cued him.

Earlier Thursday, four other missing
hikers were rescued from Yosemite’s
Ansel Adams Wilderness — Jeff Peacock,
45, his father, 75-year-old Tom Peacock,
Douglas W. Schneider, 47, and Britt
Jefferson, 57 — from the Bay Area city of
Lafayette. All are experienced backpack-
ers who had camped in snow previously
and were prepared for bad weather.

“It was boring most of all,” Jeff
Peacock said. “We were just sitting in the
tents staying warm. We knew we’d be
found eventually.”

Peacock said the conditions Tuesday
were “pretty miserable” and the group
used an insulated red pad and handker-
chiefs to try to get the attention of res-
cuers in a helicopter.

“We had food and we were starting to
conserve,” Peacock said. “We probably
could have lasted another three days.”

Peacock said he wanted to take a hot
bath as soon as he got home and didn’t
plan to take another wilderness hike this
winter.

Also rescued were four members of a
Santa Cruz County winemaking family —
two father-and-son pairs — who had been
missing since Sunday from a 9,400-foot-

elevation lake east of Fresno in the Sierra
National Forest.

Those four — Paul Bargetto, 47, his
brother-in-law Frank Horath, 45, and their
sons, Michael Bargetto, 20, and Dominic
Horath, 16, began their hike Friday at
Courtright Reservoir, in a remote area
northeast of Fresno.

They were spotted from the air at about
11 a.m. walking around, and all appeared
to be in good shape, authorities said. They
were airlifted to Shaver Lake about 1 p.m.
where about a dozen friends and family
members were waiting to greet the hikers,
none of whom needed hospitalization.
Dominic Horath’s only complaint was he
was tired.

“Once the conditions got overwhelm-
ing they stayed put and rationed their food
and kept warm. They saved themselves,”
said Jenna Endres, one of the rescuers.

Frank Horath said no one in the group
packed gloves, so they shared wool socks
and used them as hand-warmers. He said
the group shared one tent because their
second one leaked and because they only
brought food for three people for one day,
they ate five peanuts for breakfast and a
scoop of peanut butter for dinner.

“After five or six days, we didn’t think
anyone was coming for us,” he said,
adding that when the weather began clear-
ing, they would signal at airplanes with a
mirror and lay out an orange tarp.

“I’ve never been that cold in my life,”
Michael Bargetto said.

Another two hikers — John
Bumgarner, 28, and Shana McCarthy, 24,
of San Luis Obispo — were spotted by a
helicopter crew Wednesday night and told
to stay in place until rescuers could reach
them. That couple — and their dog —
appeared safe, Fresno County Sheriff’s
Lt. Roby Rien said. They were airlifted
out Thursday about 10:30 a.m., a
spokesman said.

Rescuers also were hard at work on El
Capitan, the forbidding monolith that
rises up from the Yosemite Valley. Seven
people were caught on the face of the
mountain by the blizzard, and two died
before rescuers could reach them. The
others were all located and were either
safe or being rescued on Thursday.

The two dead climbers — a man and a
woman from Japan — were spotted
Wednesday by a helicopter crew, dan-
gling lifeless about two-thirds of the way
up the 3,200-foot face. The copter was
able to hover within a few feet of the bod-
ies, close enough to see that they were
blue and had icicles on them, said ranger
David Horne.

Their bodies were carried up to the
summit late Thursday and were expected
to be sent by helicopter to the coroner’s
office, a park spokeswoman said.

Rangers also rescued a solo climber
from the mountain on Wednesday. Two
others remained huddled on a portable
ledge overnight on the sheer face of the
monolith after rescuers were unable to
help them off in the darkness.

Rescuers transported the two men to
the summit late Thursday and were wait-
ing for a helicopter to take them to safety.
Their names and conditions were
unknown, according to a park spokes-
woman.

Still one more pair of climbers simply
asked for some supplies but didn’t need
other help.

Searchers find 16 hikers
stranded by fatal storm
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Bartender shaken after fatal crash
By The Associated Press

VENTURA — A young bartender pleaded no contest to manslaughter in a drunk-
en driving crash last Thanksgiving that killed three of his friends. 

Tomas Mercer, 23, was charged in May with alcohol-involved vehicular
manslaughter and the special allegation that the crash involved multiple victims. He
changed his not guilty plea to no contest on Wednesday, the scheduled start of his
preliminary hearing. 

Mercer, who left the courtroom without comment, faces up to four years in prison
when he’s sentenced Jan. 5. Defense attorney Chuck Samonsky said outside court
that his client feels “terrible remorse” about the crash. 

“I think Tomas just doesn’t have the wherewithal to contest a case like this,”
Samonsky said. “He couldn’t be feeling any worse. I think he’s wondering why he’s
living and they (his friends) aren’t.” 

On Nov. 27, Mercer was behind the wheel of a pickup truck carrying six people
en route to a Santa Paula home from a Ventura bar. He lost control of the pickup and
it flipped, killing Rebecca Singer-Beilin, 22, Mike Frick, 23, and Tim Coultas, 23. 

Two others had minor scratches. 

Day trippers: Cops round up laborers
By The Associated Press

REDONDO BEACH — Responding to business owner nuisance complaints, police
arrested 22 day laborers during undercover sweeps this week at two well-known
gathering spots. 

Officers working this week at two intersections — Manhattan Beach Boulevard
and Inglewood Avenue, and Artesia Boulevard and Felton Lane — arrested 21 men
on solicitation charges and another for a probation violation, city prosecutor Mike
Webb said. 

Two of the 22 had outstanding arrests for burglary and public drunkenness. 
For years the strip mall at the corner of Manhattan Beach Boulevard and

Inglewood Avenue has been a well-known loitering place, with groups of laborers
lining up from 6 to 11 a.m. 

Business owners said the crowds litter, urinate in public and get drunk, driving
customers away. 

“This has been a situation where the complaints have been building,” Sgt. Phil
Keenan said. “They know if we tell them to leave they don’t have to leave. They’re
job-hungry.” 

Riverside cedes control of courts
By The Associated Press

INDIO — The state has taken over control of the Larson Justice Center from
Riverside County. 

The county ceded ownership as part of a California effort to streamline mainte-
nance of state court facilities. The Larson Justice Center is the first Superior Court
facility in California to transfer ownership from the county to the state. 

The transfer is part of an effort to streamline the state’s Superior Court system
under the Trial Court Facilities Act of 2002, which shifts ownership and mainte-
nance of court facilities to state control. 

The county will no longer be responsible for maintenance and facilities costs,
said Supervisor Roy Wilson, who moved his office out of the Larson Justice Center
last month. More than 450 California courthouses are expected to complete the
transfer over the next three years. 

Cat-scratch furor: Council puts foot down
By The Associated Press

TEMPLE CITY — A cat-lover whose home was declared a public nuisance because
dozens of felines turned the house into a urine-soaked, feces-strewn mess called
City Council members names like dictatorial terrorists, Nazis, communists and al-
Qaida members. 

William Oliver Cain, said he tried to get rid of the cats but the animals are hard
to catch. The property was cited for having cat feces and urine inside the house,
along with piles of debris, excessive feces in the back yard and a deteriorating roof.

Former mayor and community activist Cathe Wilson helped remove 30 cats from
the property and said several remain. Most of the animals were so sick they had to
be destroyed, she said. Code enforcement and public safety officials said it was a
health and safety hazard. Debris was so extensive in the home that Cain couldn’t
escape if a fire started, they said. 

STATE BRIEFS
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WHAT’S PLAYING ...
SHALL WE DANCE?
It’s pure pablum, set to Rodgers and
Hammerstein numbers. Better to sit
this one out.
Starring: Richard Gere, Susan
Sarandon

TEAM AMERICA: WORLD POLICE
Isn’t as consistently smart or amusing
as the irreverent creators’ TV series,
“South Park,” or their previous forays
into feature filmdom.
Starring: Trey Parker, Matt Stone

P.S.
Credulity is stretched to the limits,
and despite the solid work from an
excellent cast the film fails to fully
engage.
Starring: Laura Linney, Topher Grace

TAXI
Unless your destination is Dudsville,
this is one “Taxi” you should certainly
avoid hailing.
Starring: Queen Latifah, Jimmy Fallon

FRIDAY NIGHT LIGHTS
One of the most entertaining sports
films ever made. 
Starring: Billy Bob Thornton, Derek
Luke

RAISE YOUR VOICE
Pop princess’s latest offering is anoth-
er bowl of sugar-coated pap that will
have little girls everywhere asking for
bigger spoons.
Starring: Hilary Duff, Rita Wilson

I HEART HUCKABEES
Inspired casting, a retro-European
production design and the director’s
smart incorporation/exploration of
several conflicting existential philoso-
phies combine to make this one of the
most interesting comedies in recent
memory.
Starring: Jude Law, Naomi Watts,
Dustin Hoffman, Lily Tomlin

LADDER 49
A well-intentioned but somewhat over-
ly indulgent encomium to the brave
firemen who run into burning build-
ings for a living.
Starring: John Travolta, Joaquin
Phoenix

SHARK TALE
In sending up classic mob films such
as “The Godfather” and “Scarface,”
the filmmakers seem to have lost sight
of an important detail: Little kids
don’t know those movies. As movies
about marauding deep-sea predators
go, this bites.
Starring: Will Smith, Jack Black, Renee
Zellweger, Robert DeNiro

THE FORGOTTEN
The truth is out there: This movie is a
dud. Has the tenor of a long-lost
episode of “The X-Files” that should
have remained missing.
Starring: Julianne Moore, Dominic
West

FIRST DAUGHTER
A lackluster but harmless tween flick
about the famous daughter of a
President, whose greatest desire is to
be normal.
Starring: Katie Holmes, Marc Blucas

THE LAST SHOT
A very clever comedy about dreams,
and the extraordinary lengths to
which people will sometimes go to
realize them. Baldwin and Broderick
make for a great team.
Starring: Alec Baldwin, Matthew
Broderick

SHAUN OF THE DEAD
The cast is spot-on, and the film boasts
several riotously funny set-pieces.
Starring: Simon Pegg, Nick Frost

A DIRTY SHAME
It’s pretty boring, which is something
that isn’t often said about John
Waters’ work.
Starring: Tracey Ullman, Johnny
Knoxville

BY DAN DUNN
Special to the Daily Press

Seems like only yester-
day Sarah Michelle Gellar
was a bright-eyed bobby-
soxer battling bloodsuckers
on TV’s “Buffy the
Vampire Slayer.” Though
the 27-year-old actress is
no longer wielding wooden
stakes on the small screen,
she’s still intrepidly bat-
tling monsters. In Takashi
Shimizu’s paranormal
thriller “The Grudge,”
Gellar stars as an exchange
student in Japan who stum-
bles upon a spook-infested
house and must confront a
terrifying evil. In an effort
to get us to get you to go
see the film, the urbane
urbanite (she hails from
New York City) recently
chatted up a roomful of
reporters.

QUESTION: “The
Grudge” is a remake of the
Japanese film “Ju-on.”
Have you seen the origi-
nal?

SARAH MICHELLE
GELLAR: I have. I just
thought it was so chilling,
and I haven’t seen anything
that stayed with me for so long afterwards. I made the mistake of watching it at night
by myself, and I just couldn’t get it out of my head.

Q: What scares you, Sarah?
SMG: Long lines for restrooms and very crowded airports scare me. Those are the

biggies.

Q: Do you believe in ghosts?
SMG: I believe in the idea of ghostly experiences. One of the things I love is this

Japanese belief — which is almost a religious belief for them — that when someone
dies with so much emotion, so much pain, anger and frustration, that the emotion
envelops a place. I do believe emotions can transcend life and death.

Q: When buying a house, do you think it’s a good idea to check first to be sure noth-
ing terrible has happened there?

SMG: (Laughs) In California, those types of houses go so quickly. I have a girl-
friend who owns a house in which there was a murder — that’s not for me. No way. I
think the only house that didn’t sell quickly was Nicole Brown Simpson’s place.
Usually, though, it’s prime real estate, which is the strangest and most oddly sick thing
I’ve ever seen.

Q: Do you miss doing “Buffy?”
SMG: I miss the character. I miss my family — the crew — but I don’t miss the

hours. God, I so don’t miss the hours!

Q: You and your husband, Freddie Prinze Jr., worked together in two “Scooby Doo”
films. Do you plan to make other movies together?

SMG: As an audience member, I don’t like watching real-life couples onscreen
together. I think Michael Douglas and Catherine Zeta-Jones had the right idea with
“Traffic.” They got to be in the same city at the same time. They were both passionate
about the project, and could share that passion. But at the same time, they were never
in a scene together. That’s the only way we’ll do it again.

Q: You spent a great deal of time in Japan making “The Grudge.” What do you see
as being the biggest differences between their culture and ours?

SMG: America is a youth-oriented society. Everything is about what’s new, what’s
hot, and we throw away the old. In Japan, they revere the elderly; as well they should,
because wisdom comes from experience.

Q: You achieved success in Hollywood at a very young age. Looking back, how has
your career impacted your life off camera?

SMG: Working in this business has afforded me opportunities I don’t think I ever
would have had otherwise. (My family) couldn’t afford to travel, but now I’ve gone all
over the world. I found something that I not only love, but that I’ve been successful at.
To have that sort of direction from a young age is really amazing.

BY DAN DUNN
Special to the Daily Press

The holiday season’s first lump of coal arrives this
week in the form of a Ben Affleck vehicle that is so
relentlessly awful, it’s a wonder it survived even main-
stream Hollywood’s notoriously lax vetting process. No

doubt, Affleck’s semi-intact popular
appeal — which is predicated almost
solely on his looks and famous girl-
friends rather than his acting —

saved “Surviving Christmas” from the straight to video
fate it most surely deserves, but it’s entirely likely big
Ben will come to rue this wreck even more than last
year’s notorious flop, “Gigli.” The abject failure of the
latter film was as much a product of Ben and J-Lo back-
lash as it was poor quality. “Saving Christmas,” on the
other hand, just flat-out sucks. For three years,
DreamWorks resisted releasing it, and with good reason:
In theaters, this dud will be lucky to survive the week-
end. Affleck and co-star James Gandolfini (who report-
edly sulked in his trailer throughout the entire shoot) can
only hope their careers don’t suffer a similar fate.

Affleck’s Drew Latham is an annoyingly eccentric
millionaire marketing exec who has no friends or family.
After his empty-headed girlfriend dumps him on
Christmas Eve, Drew — determined not to spend the
holiday alone — returns to his childhood home and on a
whim, hires the dysfunctional blue-collar clan that lives
there to pretend to be his own. They butt heads, but even-
tually — surprise! — everyone learns the true meaning
of Christmas. Affleck’s preternaturally giddy perfor-
mance is an absolute lock for a Razzie Award, and
Gandolfini’s perpetual scowl suggests he’d like to sic
Tony Soprano on everyone involved.

(Rated PG-13 for sexual content, language and a
brief drug reference. Running time: 92 minutes)

BY DAN DUNN
Special to the Daily Press

“The Grudge” is the latest Americanized version of a
commercially successful, albeit humdrum Japanese hor-
ror flick (with many more to come over the next two
years), but unlike “The Ring,” this remake is silly rather

than chilling. Takashi Shimuzi, who
wrote and directed the original “Ju-
on: The Grudge,” also helms this one
(with Sam Raimi of the “Spider-

man” and “Evil Dead” franchises producing), but the
translation is rough. Though set in Japan, the principal
characters are American, a bit of cultural displacement
that quickly becomes a distraction. As one dumb Anglo
after another marches into a poltergeist-infested abode,
one can’t help but wonder how many of them have to die
before somebody figures out that poking around shad-
owy haunted houses in a strange land ain’t such a good
idea.

As Karen, the pretty exchange student who gets
spooked, Sarah Michelle Gellar appears frightened
throughout, especially when delivering such soporific
lines as “The whole time, I was in that house, I felt some-
thing was wrong.” Really? What was your first clue, the
ghoulish blue-skinned little boy locked in a closet, or the
screeching wraith in the bedroom? 

Apparently, something so bad happened to the kid and
his mom that their spirits are hell-bent on vengeance.
The film will leave you wondering why you’re in there
… the theater, that is.

It’s hard to survive
Affleck’s latest flop

Gellar happy to just chill

Review

Hold ‘Grudge’
against makers
of silly scarefest

Review
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(310) 828-7519
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Fridays and Saturdays at 8pm
Sundays at 2pm  /  Saturday Matinee Nov. 6 at 2pm
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BY DAN DUNN
Special to the Daily Press

Let’s cut to the chase: “Sideways” is a fantastic movie
from Alexander Payne, who may very well be America’s
most provocative cinematic storyteller. There’s so much
to relish about this tale of two 40-something friends
whose road trip through California wine country leads to

a powerful reckoning about life, that
the challenge here is where to begin
gushing. As Miles, the disconsolate
would-be novelist whose enduring

passion is vino, Paul Giamatti is sublime. His is a richly
nuanced performance that ranks as one of the year’s best,
and serves notice that he is the best paunchy, balding
leading man in Hollywood. Giamatti is complimented
perfectly by Thomas Haden Church (of TV’s “Wings”
fame), as Miles’ misbehaving best bud, Jack, an over-
sexed washed-up actor whose impending nuptials are put
in serious jeopardy. Virginia Madsen and Sandra Oh
both deliver career-reviving turns as the women who
rock Miles’ and Jack’s worlds. These four actors are so
spot-on, it’s quite possible all might receive nods come
award-nomination time. Payne and Director of
Photography Phedon Papamichael give “Sideways” a
retro feeling using filtration and film stock that mimics
the soft pastel qualities of 1970s films. The natural beau-
ty of the Santa Ynez region elevates the mood of the pic-
ture to dizzying heights.

(Rated R for language, some strong sexual content
and nudity. Running time: 123 minutes)

‘Sideways’
suits all tastes

Review
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5 lifelong friends. 2 turbulent decades. 24 Billy Joel classics.

7 WEEKS ONLY! SEPTEMBER 14-OCTOBER 31
www.BroadwayLA.org
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Pantages Theatre Box Office and we’ll give you a FREE MOVIN’ OUT sampler CD!

Kristine Johnson Fountain of JoyKristine Johnson Fountain of Joy
The Kristine Johnson Fountain of Joy is

seeking donations. Situated in a courtyard
garden  visible to the community, the foun-
tain will be a respite for those seeking faith,
peace and  hope amongst the challenges of

the world.

Donations to the Kristine Johnson 
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St. Augustine By-The-Sea Episcopal Church
1227 Fourth Street, Santa Monica, CA  90401

Re: Kristine Johnson Fountain of Joy
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BY ELLIOT SPAGAT 
Associated Press Writer 

SAN DIEGO — After last year’s wildfires destroyed
312 homes in the upscale Scripps Ranch area, displaced
homeowners banded together. They negotiated with con-
tractors as a group, figuring that would be the quickest,
cheapest way to rebuild. 

In Harrison Park, a mountain enclave 60 miles to the
east, residents turned against each other after fire claimed
170 homes. As they sought building permits, they discov-
ered their property lines weren’t where they thought —
the result of poor land surveys performed decades ago. 

The confusion has left the rebuilding effort there in
turmoil. 

“Neighbor has gone against neighbor, husband has
gone against wife,” said Neva Anderson, 83, who was
told that her property line slices through the middle of
her former home. Now she’s living in a camper in her
driveway, with no plans to rebuild. 

The tales of Scripps Ranch and Harrison Park depict
two extremes in the effort to recover from the firestorms
of a year ago this month — the most destructive wildfires
in recent California history. In many ways, the pace of
recovery has come down to where people live. 

Urban neighborhoods are rebuilding more quickly,
bolstered by higher household incomes, better roads and
sewers, and tight-knit organizations that know how to
pressure government officials and insurance companies. 

Mountain villages have lagged, hampered by haphaz-
ard construction and a go-it-alone spirit that has left res-
idents fending for themselves. 

“Overall things seem to be moving a little bit faster
than other disasters, but there’s such a wide range,” said
George Kehrer, executive director of Community
Assisting Recovery Inc., a nonprofit group that assists
homeowners. “A lot of it comes down to organization.” 

The wildfires devastated enormous swaths of land
across five Southern California counties. For nearly a
week in late October 2003, flames swallowed neatly
planned, urban subdivisions as well as hardscrabble vil-
lages and vacation getaways in the mountains. 

When the smoke cleared, 24 people were dead, more
than 3,600 homes had been destroyed and 750,000 acres
had burned. 

A year later, only 183 of the 3,505 homes lost in the
two hardest-hit counties — San Diego and San
Bernardino — have been rebuilt. Construction permits
have been issued for another 1,156 dwellings. 

To make matters worse for some homeowners, a num-
ber of insurance companies pay living expenses for just a
year after a disaster, leaving many people reaching into
their pockets to cover rent. 

Though the numbers may appear low, it’s rare for any-
one to rebuild in less than a year after a major disaster.
California Insurance Commissioner John Garamendi said
it took three to five years for most people to rebuild after
the 1991 Oakland fire destroyed more than 3,000 homes. 

Across Southern California, rebuilding efforts have
been hampered by heavy demand for contractors and
building supplies. Lumber prices have increased 8 per-
cent since the summer and the cost of steel reinforcing
bar has jumped 35 percent, according to Community
Assisting Recovery. 

Underinsurance has also been widespread. Adam
Richardson, a technology consultant, put his Scripps
Ranch home up for sale and is suing his insurance com-
pany for allegedly misleading him about the coverage he
needed. Attorneys expect more than 300 such lawsuits
related to the wildfires. 

While some obstacles to rebuilding are common
throughout the region, the differences between urban sub-
divisions and mountain villages may be just as important. 

Consider Scripps Ranch, a community of 30,000 peo-
ple in the heart of San Diego where homes sold for an
average price of $758,529 in September. 

Only six of the 312 homes lost to the fire have been
rebuilt. But the city has issued permits for 251 more.
These days, its winding streets are busy with construc-
tion crews and lined with partially built houses. 

The Scripps Ranch Civic Association — which pumps
out 100-page monthly newsletters covering everything
from the Girl Scouts to youth basketball games — encour-
aged homeowners to negotiate with contractors as a group. 

Eventually, 81 property owners settled on Stonefield
Development, an Orange County builder. 

Stonefield offered seven floor plans, priced from $93
to $98 a square foot — about half of what many custom
builders were asking. The first of the 81 homes will be
finished in January, with the rest completed by April,
said Julie Pack, vice president of sales and marketing. 

Karen Reimus, whose home on a cul-de-sac was
destroyed, said she had no choice but to go with
Stonefield. Her insurance policy, purchased four months
before the fire, left her $150,000 short of the cost of
replacing exactly what she lost. 

Scripps Ranch also turned up the heat on elected offi-
cials. About 300 people packed a school auditorium in
April to tell Garamendi that he needed to get tougher
with insurance companies. 

Reimus, a lawyer, was one of seven Scripps Ranch
homeowners who later went to Sacramento to promote
Garamendi’s legislative agenda. The insurance commis-
sioner called last month to wish her a happy 38th birthday. 

“Some other communities have modest organizations
but nothing like Scripps Ranch.” Garamendi said. 

In mountain towns, however, homeowners are mostly
on their own. 

In Harrison Park, many lots are still littered with old
stoves, broken concrete slabs and other debris from the
fire. Many displaced homeowners are still living in
campers; some are in tents. 

Unlike Scripps Ranch — where about 70 percent of
the homes were built after 1980 and meticulously
planned — Harrison Park got its start in the 1920s and
slowly became a hodgepodge of odd-shaped lots with no
two houses looking alike. Quail, wild turkey and deer
roamed the forested hills of pine, cedar, oak and man-
zanita trees. 

The confusion over property lines brought reconstruc-
tion to a standstill after the fires. In May, county
Supervisor Dianne Jacob split the community into a
dozen sections and asked each to peacefully settle their
differences. She’s still waiting for their solutions. 

Manuel Machado, 69, a retired building contractor
who built his home himself on land that his wife’s fami-
ly has owned since 1926, is livid about one neighbor who
claims 40 feet of what Machado thought was his land. He
figures he’s entitled to 20 feet of another neighbor’s
property but is reluctant to make a claim. 

“Somewhere along the way, someone is going to get
squeezed,” he said. “No one can stay where they are.
They all have to move over and destroy one another.” 

Harrison Park, like other mountain communities, has
a host of other problems, from poor sewage to a remote
location that takes construction crews time to reach.
Many people simply don’t have the money to rebuild. 

With daytime temperatures already in the mid-40s, bad
weather may slow construction even more during the winter. 

Machado looked out the window of the $41,000 pre-
fabricated home he bought with insurance money and
counted 10 campers parked on a burned hillside. 

“They’re going to be very cold,” he said. “You have
to go through an awful lot of propane to heat those up,
and it’s very depressing to stay in a little box like that.” 
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Your Designated Driver?
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Beverly Hills Cab
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(800)

Limousine Style Service at Taxicab Prices

Achieve a healthy 
lifestyle

• Back to Basics: Back to Balance 
(one month program)

• Basic Training on the Beach
• Personal Training
• Exercise Classes

• Fitness Assessments
• Body Composition Analysis

 • Nutritional Counseling
• Fitness by Phone® Coaching
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State of the Heart Fitness
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Loews Santa Monica Beach Hotel
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A year after wildfires, recovery
depends on where people live
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A SPECIAL OFFER FOR WESTSIDE PLAYERS
$75 PLAY ALL DAY

Unlimited golf for $75 at LA’s finest golf facility.
Valid Monday through Thursday on the SHADOW COURSE.
Must bring in this ad to receive rate. Offer expires 12/24/04

Course designed by Pete Dye

Lost Canyons Golf Course
(805) 522-4653

INTERESTED IN YOUR DAILY FORECAST?

CHECK OUT THE HOROSCOPES ON PAGE 2!

BY DAN ELLIOTT 
Associated Press Writer 

DENVER — Qwest Communications International Inc.
agreed Thursday to pay $250 million to settle allegations
that it engaged in “massive financial fraud” by improper-
ly booking $3.8 billion in revenue and misleading
investors about it. 

In a scathing 56-page complaint, the Securities and
Exchange Commission accused Qwest senior managers
of approving and directing a scheme to book one-time
revenue from the sale or trade of fiber-optic capacity as
recurring revenue from operations. 

The regional telecommunications company became so
dependent on the tactic that employees began comparing
the company to a drug addict and the transactions as the
company’s “heroin,” the complaint said. 

Qwest agreed to the settlement without admitting or
denying the allegations. “We are pleased to conclude this
matter, which will now allow us to focus even more of
our effort to provide exceptional value and service to
customers,” CEO Richard C. Notebaert said in a state-
ment. 

Donna Jaegers, a research analyst with Janco Partners
in Denver, said the settlement means a welcome end to
the 2 1/2-year investigation. 

“This would be a great thing for Qwest to get this
behind it. They need to be paying attention to their busi-
ness,” she said. 

In afternoon trading on the New York Stock
Exchange, shares of Qwest were up 7 cents at $3.39. Its
shares have been rising since sinking to a 52-week low of
$2.56 in August. 

Qwest was launched in 1988 by billionaire investor
Philip Anschutz as a fiber-optic network company. In
2000, it got into the local phone business with the $38
billion takeover of US West, the main carrier in 14
Western and Midwestern states since the 1984 breakup
of AT&T. 

Federal regulators began investigating Qwest in 2002
for allegedly inflating revenue through fraudulent trans-
actions with other telecommunications companies. Since
then, the company restated financial results for 2001 and
2002 to lower revenue by about $2.5 billion. 

The complaint filed Thursday also alleges Qwest
booked anticipated revenue long before it materialized,
that its former phone book division delayed or moved up

publication dates to artificially inflate revenue figures,
and that at least one senior Qwest employee pressured
vendors to allow Qwest executives to invest in their ini-
tial public stock offerings. 

The settlement requires Qwest to hire a permanent
chief compliance officer to ensure it obeys federal laws.
The officer will report to a committee of outside direc-
tors. 

The complaint is harshly critical of senior Qwest man-
agers but identifies them only by title and does not men-
tion them by name. 

The SEC has sued a number of former and current
employees. The Wall Street Journal reported last month
that the SEC has notified former Qwest CEO Joseph
Nacchio that its staff would recommend civil charges be
filed. 

Nacchio, who left the company in 2002, has denied
wrongdoing. A spokesman said he had no immediate
comment Thursday. Nacchio has said he would be vindi-
cated if any civil charges are brought against him. 

About a dozen former Qwest executives either have
settled allegations or have been targeted in civil or crim-
inal cases. In February 2003, Attorney General John
Ashcroft announced indictments against four former
Qwest officials accused of a scheme to inflate revenues. 

Two of them pleaded guilty in plea agreements with
the government, and two were acquitted. 

It’s all settled: Qwest agrees
to pay $250M for financial fraud

Qwest settlement 
By The Associated Press 

WHAT HAPPENED: Qwest agreed to a $250
million civil fine for what the SEC called a “massive
financial fraud” of some $3.8 billion. 

ADDICTED: Regulators said Qwest became so
dependent on a booking scheme employees began
comparing the company to a drug addict and the trans-
actions as the company’s “heroin.” 

BIG BLOW: The fine is the second-largest ever
levied by the SEC for financial reporting fraud. The
largest was $750 million against WorldCom. 

MORE STORM CLOUDS?: The U.S. attorney
in Denver is still investigating Qwest for possible
criminal violations. The Securities and Exchange
Commission is still investigating individuals. 
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CELEBRATION
EVENT  WEEKEND

Thursday, October 21st       12:00 - 2:00 pm
Presentation and Book Signing by
Jayme Barrett, author,  FENG SHUI YOUR LIFE
“Bring Nature, Beauty and Energy Into Your Home”

Friday, October 22 nd       12:00 - 3:00 pm
Please join us in welcoming
Susan Gravely
Chairman and Founder, VIETRI
“New Trends in Tabletop for Holiday 2004”
(presentation at 1:00 pm)
20% Discount on VIETRI merchandise !!!

Saturday,  October 23rd     12:00 - 3:00 pm
Cooking Demonstration & Wine Tasting
Jean Francois Meteigner, Chef/Owner, LA CACHETTE
Jenny Bergstrom,  STRANGE  WINES
RSVP   $ 20.00 per person

1600 Montana Avenue   Santa Monica   310.998.5858

NATIONAL

By The Associated Press

ANCHORAGE, Alaska — The state will present terms to
major oil companies for a natural gas pipeline from
Alaska’s North Slope within the next week, according to
Gov. Frank Murkowski. 

ConocoPhillips, BP and ExxonMobil support
Murkowski’s idea of the state owning a share of the
pipeline, according to a written statement released by
Murkowski’s office. 

An agreement would not mean pipeline construction
would begin, but it would set out terms, such as produc-
tion and property tax rates, hiring commitments, and the
availability of some gas for local use. 

Murkowski said the companies will respond to the
proposal within a week of receiving it. 

Oil company spokesmen were noncommittal. 
“Fiscal contract negotiations are continuing, and we

plan to have a comprehensive proposal available for leg-
islative review early in the coming session,” said Dave
MacDowell, BP’s Alaska gas spokesman. 

Kristi DesJarlais, spokeswoman for Conoco in
Houston, issued a similar statement. 

Murkowski said the state wants to submit a final con-
tract proposal to the Legislature early in the next session,
which begins Jan. 10. 

Larry Persily, a former state Department of Revenue
official who took part in some of this summer’s negotia-
tions between the state and oil companies, said time is
short for getting a contract in the hands of lawmakers. 

The Alaska Stranded Gas Development Act, which gives
the governor the power to negotiate a deal with the pipeline
builders, requires a 30-day public comment period before
the Legislature can fully consider the contract, he said. 

Costs to build the pipeline from the North Slope and
connect it to markets in Canada and the rest of the United
States have been estimated to be as high as $20 billion. 

The three oil companies hold development rights to
the North Slope’s gas reserves, and for decades have said
the cost of the pipeline makes the project uneconomical.
The companies say they need stable tax and other terms
for many years to risk building the line. 

Negotiating teams for the state and the oil companies
have been meeting for much of the year in Anchorage to
try to agree on a contract under a state law that authorizes
the governor to negotiate a deal with the pipeline
builders, subject to legislative approval. 

Alaska to present
gas pipeline terms
to oil companies
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Reality Check®

By Dave Whammond
Speed Bump®

By Dave Coverly

Natural Selection®

By Russ Wallace

Bruc e  R udman

11301 Olympic Boulevard, Suite 541
Los Angeles, CA 90064

T

F

E

310.393.2727
928.222.9992
Bruce@Architects-Engineers.net

B r u c e R u d m a n

A r c h i t e c t s + E n g i n e e r s

IS YOUR RETIREMENT PLAN
AGING GRACEFULLY?

WE LIVE WHERE YOU LIVE.®

Keep your money hard at work, with
401(k) rollovers, TSAs, annuities and
more. Call me to get started today.

Troy Wilson Lic.#: 0D75687
2451 Santa Monica Blvd.
Santa Monica, CA
310.315.1955

Providing Insurance and Financial Services  •  statefarm.com®

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR STATE FARM IS THERE.®

State Farm Life Insurance Company; In NY and WI – State Farm Life and Accident Assurance
Company; Bloomington, IL. Annuities and other products offered by State Farm affiliates are not
FDIC insured, not guaranteed by State Farm Bank, and are subject to investment risk, including
possible loss of principal. Consult your tax or legal advisor for specific advice.
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A DEMINISTRATIVE

Administrative

Do you want a new career? One where your work makes a difference, and pro-
vides the benefits and advancement opportunities you desire? Then there’s a
perfect opportunity on your career horizon at Sunrise Senior Living. We are the
premier provider of senior care in the US, and one of the most rapidly growing
companies in the country. We have the following opportunity available in our
Sunrise of Santa Monica community.

Concierge-Part Time

The selected candidate will have a gracious approach to all activities, greet
visitors, handle calls and concerns for residents, monitor the Bistro area for
cleanliness and availability of refreshments, and assist with clerical duties.
Requires a positive, upbeat individual with excellent communications, cus-
tomer service and organizational skills.

In addition to the opportunity to serve others, we offer competitive pay and
excellent benefits, including medical, dental, vision and 401(k). For considera-
tion, apply in person at: 1312 15TH Street; Santa Monica, CA 90404; or FAX:
(310) 899-6867. EOE M/F/D/V.

Sunrise Senior Living

Employment
CAMPAIGN WORKERS needed In Santa 
Monica. Good people skills, appropri-
ate dress. Call Van (310) 453-1498
PROGRESSIVE PRE-SCHOOLPROGRESSIVE PRE-SCHOOL

SEEKS AFTERNOON TEACHER
Venice Parents Daycare and Pre-school is a
progressive, non-profit, parent cooperative
school for children aged 2-5 on the Westside.
We are seeking an afternoon teacher for four
days a week, hours from 1-6. We are looking
for a loving, imaginative, inspired teacher to
help us provide the best preschool experience
possible. The ideal candidate works well with
others, is flexible and communicates well with
children and adults. In addition, candidates
should have some familiarity with and favor-
able feelings for cooperative education. For
more information or questions please call
Kari at (310) 306-993.

CUSTOMER SERVICE/OFFICE assistant  
for local limo company. F/T P/T Will 
train. (310) 821-5558 Fax (310) 821-
8358. e-
mail sean@paramountlimo.com

DENTAL ASSISTANT-CHARSIDE.
Modern Santa Monica office. No 
HMO or Medi-Cal. 1-2 days 
per/wk. 70% back office, 30% 
front office. 2yrs experience re-
quired (310) 451-1446.

EXPERIENCED LEAD Glazier wanted. 
Established Santa Monica shop. Fair 
pay and benefits. Insurable CDL re-
quired. (310) 393-0153
FIGURE MODEL wanted. Fit female 
model wanted for figure drawing by 
artist. No experience necessary. Call 
(818)501-0266

Employment
FOR RENT: 3 Hair stations and facial 
room. 2106 Wilshire Blvd., Santa 
Monica. (310) 829-5944

LOAN OFFICER wanted! Successful 
California Mortgage Co. seeks moti-
vated & experienced Loan Officer for 
new W.L.A. office. Earn top dollar, 
with great commissions. Able to close 
loans in 30 states. James (310) 621-
2025

NATIONAL BARTENDERS

BARTEND

• 1 or 2 week training
• Nationwide job placement

Financing Available
National Bartenders School

310-996-1377
www.nationalbartenders.com

EARN
$100-300

DAILY

NURSES F/T: RN’s & LVN’s for Arbor 
View Skilled Nursing Facility in Santa 
Monica. Excellent pay & benefits. 
EEOC. V/O/M/F contact Nadine 
(310) 255-2801

OFFICE ASSISTANT: International 
business in SM seeks person 

w/communication skills, com-
puter literate. (Internet,) (Word,) 
(Excel.) Database/Quickbooks 

helpful. Fax resume to (310) 587-
3326 Email 

courtgeorgeiny@AOL.com

Employment
P/T SALES of cruises and tours. Join a 
travel company in business for 37 
years! Near LAX. Base + commission. 
Flexible hrs/wk. Some weekends. No 
cold calling. Call Aaron at (310) 649-
3820 ext 7157

PART-TIME HOST/HOSTESS. Experi-
ence preferred. Local Santa Monica 
restaurant. 4 nights Th-Sun 
(310) 828-1315. M-F/10-2 Fax 
(310) 828-1319
PT DATA Entry/General Office. Casual 
S.M. office. $10/12HR Fax resume 
(310) 394-3539
REAL ESTATE Services Sales. Cutting 
edge technology. Real Estate related 
company seeking F/T sales rep for 
Santa Monica & surrounding area. 
Must live near territory. Run your own 
territory. Car, allowance/expense ac-
count. e-mail resume & cover letter to 
jobs@paperlesssolutions.com
RECEPTIONIST/ADMIN ASSISTANT.
Upbeat & positive, for small professio-
nal office. Comfortable with comput-
ers. $10.50/hr+ benefits. Fax resume 
to (310) 829-6230
REPAIRS / HandymanRepairs/Handyman Services
30 years experience
Master carpenter

License #512638
Bonded / Insured

Rob 310-866-3533

RESTAURANT: EXPERIENCED Manager 
for small upscale breakfast/lunch din-
er. Weekends mandatory. Fax resume 
& salary requirements (310) 656-
7907

Employment
SALES ASSISTANT/ADVERTISING Rep 
needed for growing internet company 
in Miracle Mile. Basic computer skills 
needed. Full time, entry level position. 
Plenty of room for advancement. 
(323) 965-1575

SALES REPS Growing speciality 
chemical company need LA area reps 
to take over and grow. Exciting costu-
mer base. Draw/train/car/med/allow. 
Motivated individual has $70K poten-
tial 1st year. Females do excellent in 
our industry. Fax resume (949) 645-
4258 or (949) 645-4582
SANTA MONICA General office posi-
tion. Filing, computer & telephone 
skills. Call Nicole (310) 828-7429
SERVICE STATION cashier! Busy Santa 
Monica location has position available 
for experienced person. English re-
quired. Call Tom (310) 828-2900
SOCIAL ESCORTS, Accompany celeb-
rities & VIP’s to dinner, theater, etc... 
Strictly platonic. $150 per/hour. 
(323) 852-5054

For Sale
BABY SWING &walker, $55. 1000 LP’s 
70’-80’ $3000. 84’Toyota Tercel As-Is 
$400. Ladies fur coat $400. 
Bill (310) 278-1683

DIGITAL CAMERA for sale. Sony, V-1 
SLR 5.0 megapixel camera. Lightly 
used. Hotshoe for extra flash, capabil-
ity for exchangeable lenses. Good, 
solid camera with carrying case. 
Bought for $699, will sell for $375.00.  
Call 310-922-4060

HOT TUB 2004 Model. Neck jets. 
Therapy Seat. Warranty, never used. 
Can deliver worth $5700, sell for 
$1750 818-785-9043
REFRIGERATOR /FREEZER white. Runs 
great! $120 (310) 397-4280

Vehicles for sale

‘89 FORD E-150
Van conversion tv-vcr/only 75k

VIN c35999  $4,995

‘91 CADILLAC SEVILE STS
Local car, Affordable

VIN 801616  $3,995

‘02 FORD THINK
ELECTRIC CAR

No gas needed!  Only 52 miles

VIN 1050861  $5,995

‘94 MERCEDES BENZ E320
Good Condition

VIN 021854  $7,995

‘98 CHRYSLER SEBRING
CONVERTIBLE
New Tires, Clean Car

VIN 021854  $8,995

Claude Short
Auto Sales Dealer

2501 Lincoln Blvd. in Venice

(310) 395-3712

1230 Santa Monica Blvd.
310-451-1588

2001 Explorer Sport
Auto A/C, PW, PDL, CD
$9,995 (VIN: a11530)

2002 Chevy Trailblazer LS
Auto A/C, PW, PDL, Tilt, Cruise

$16,995 (VIN: 198207)

2001 Expedition Eddie Bauer
Dual A/C, Leather Int, CD Changer

$20,995 (VIN: A75990)

2002 Ranger Super Cab Edge
V6, Auto, A/C, PW, PDL, Tilt, Cruise

$14,995 (VIN: B47614)

2000 Honda Accord EX
Auto, A/C, Leather int, Moon Roof

$14,995 (VIN: 072670)

2000 Isuzu Rodeo
V6, Auto, A/C, CD, Tilt, Cruise

$7,995 (VIN: 337000)

2001 Lincoln Navigator
Moon Roof, Navigation, Multi-CD

$26,995 (VIN: J03497)

OF SANTA MONICA

WE NEED
YOUR TRADE!

BRING US YOUR
TRADE-INS

PLUS TAX, LICENSE & DOCUMENT 
FEE ON ALL VEHICLES

Your Ad
Could Go Here!
Advertise with the Daily Press.

Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Your Ad
Could Go Here!
Advertise with the Daily Press.

Call us today at (310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737
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Vehicles for sale
INFINITI OF Santa Monica

Infiniti of
SANTA MONICA

900
Santa Monica Blvd. 

Santa Monica, CA
90401

866-507-7254

www.infinitiofsantamonica.com

Infiniti of
SANTA MONICA

All vehicles subject to prior sale. 
All advertised prices excludes 

government fees and taxes, any 
finance charges, any dealer 

document preparation charge, 
and any emission testing charge. 
Offer expires Sunday, 10/31/04. 

Sales Event
Going on Now!

$379 
60 MONTH LEASE

ON APPROVED CREDIT

2 at this lease
VIN# 4X221348, 4X219943

PER MO.
+ TAX 

$2,999 due at lease 
inception.  No security 

deposit required.  Lessee 
responsible at lease end for 
mileage over 12,000 miles 

per year at 15¢ per mile over.

New 2004 Infiniti 
FX35

AWD, SUNROOF, LEATHER, 
                                              CD CHANGER, 

                                             BOSE

New 2004 Infiniti 
G35 Sedan

$269 
36 MONTH LEASE

ON APPROVED CREDIT

2 at this lease
VIN# 4M616187, 4M611381

PER MO.
+ TAX 

AUTO, CD, ALLOYS

$2,999 due at lease 
inception.  No security 

deposit required.  Lessee 
responsible at lease end for 
mileage over 12,000 miles 

per year at 15¢ per mile over.

Vehicles for sale
TOYOTA SANTA MONICA

LEXUS SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

1100 Santa Monica Blvd

888-403-3116
LAcarGUY.com

PUBLIC INTERNET SALE
ALL PRICES CLEARLY MARKED

WITH INTERNET PRICES
ES300’S   GS300’S   RX300’S
LS300’S  IS300’S  SC430’S

And Other Makes

All Lexus Certified

LEXUS/VW OF Santa Monica

VOLKSWAGEN SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

1100 Santa Monica Blvd

888-640-8466
LAcarGUY.com

2003 Volkswagen New Beetle GLS
5 Speed Manual, Dual Front Air Bags

Leather, Alloy Wheels
$20,995

2001 Volkswagen New Passat GLX
V6 2.8 Liter, Tiptronic Auto Trans, Front Wheel Drive

A/C, Power All, Premium Sound, Leather
$19,995

2003 Volkswagen Jetta GLX Sedan
V6 2.8 Liter, Front Wheel Drive, Air Conditioning

Power All, AM/FM Stereo, ABS (4-Wheel)
$18,495

Vehicles for sale
TOYOTA

2000 Toyota Solara

SLE V6

FULLY LOADED

$14,995  (328303)

2000 Toyota

Tacoma Short Bed

LOW MILEAGE, 38K

AUTO, A/C, AM/FM CASS

$11,990 (678906)

2001 Toyota Prius

Toyota Certified

AM/FM Cass. Tilt, Alloy

A/C CALL for $ (008731)

2001 Toyota

Highlander

Certified

Auto, PWR Steering

AM/FM Cass, CD, ABS

$19,995 (008684)

832 Santa Monica Blvd.

800-944-4157
LAcarGUY.com

Instruction
MATH TUTOR

MATH TUTOR
Ph.D will tutor junior high, high

school and college students. He is
experienced, patient, and able to
explain mathematics clearly.Will
diagnose and correct problems.

(310) 842-7801
or Email: StevePlafker@msn.com

PRIVATE ACTING Coach in your home. 
Professional w/refrences. All ages, 
$30 per/hour, first time 50% off. Da-
vid (310) 597-0833

Wanted
PIANO TEACHER Wanted, looking for a 
patient piano teacher for lessons in 
my home in Santa Monica. Call Steve
(310) 666-2191

Wanted
WANTED: OLD INDIAN ITEMS 

Baskets, Rugs, Pots, Kachinas Jewel-
ry, Beadwork, Paintings (310) 577-
8555; (310) 375-3160

For Rent
2+1 WESTSIDE/PALM @ 3562 Men-
tone Ave. Everything new in this nice 
upper 2 bedroom 1 bath w/ balcony in 
a great westside location. $1425 
(310) 466-9256

BH ADJ 2bdrm 1bath $1300/mo 
w/garage W/D hook-ups. Hardwood 
floors. Small pets OK. LR/DR 
(323) 938-9950

BULLDOG REALTORS
1501 Main Street, suite 106 Venice, CA 90291

ince@bulldogrealtors.com

TIRED OF RENTING?
CALL LORI DAVETTE INCE

Specializing in
first time buyers

LORI DAVETTE INCE
(310) 380-0830
CELL: (310) 503-3482

The BEST
RENTALS
inVENICE
ELLY NESIS CO. INC
(310) 396-4443

ellynesis.com

FOR LEASE - OCEAN TOWERS, SM. 
1bd 1ba. Magnificent city views. 
$3000/mo. Call Paul @ CRI (310)395-
2558
FREE RENTAL Lists & No Fee 
Rentals. Sullivan-Dituri Company. 
2111 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica, CA 
90403.
HOLLYWOOD HILLS, large 2+2. Gated 
parking. Great location. Near shops. 
Laundry. Easterly view. 7010 Lane-
wood. (323) 466-4700. 1 year lease. 
No pets.  $1395

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
310-869-0468

1037 5th Street #9 3bd 2ba upper
$2350/mo

Gated Parking & Laundry

CHECK OUT OTHER 
AVAILABLE RENTALS AT:

www.howardmanagement.com

MAR VISTA $1425 2bed/2bath Appli-
ances, dishwasher. No pets, parking, 
washer/dryer. 12048 Culver Blvd., 
#204. Manager in #100
MAR VISTA $825/mo 1+1 12760 Mat-
teson Ave., #8. Stove, refrigerator, 

For Rent
carpet, laundry, parking. No pets. Call 
5pm-7pm (310) 439-1928

MAR VISTA $850/mo 1245 Culver 
#221 1+1. Stove, refrigerator, blinds, 
utilities included, laundry, intercom 
entry, gated parking. No pets 
(888) 414-7778
MDR ADJACENT Studio,  gated build-
ing with gated, subterranean parking, 
AC. Newer building with courtyard 
area, quiet neighborhood. Laundry 
room, parking, 1 year lease, no pets 
$995 (310) 578-9729

MDR PENINSULA. Sunny 2bd, 2ba 
with balcony, fireplace and 2-car 
parking, @ 110 Hurricane St. Control-
led access luxury 1 1/2 blocks from 
beach! 1 year lease. No pets. No 
smoking. $1,895. (310) 466-9256
MID-WILSHIRE $2100/MO Got 2 C 
3+1 renovated Victoria Park duplex. 
Appliances included, brick driveway. 
(323) 571-0038
SANTA MONICA $1000/mo. No pets, 
refrigerator, stove, carpets, laundry, 
bright, driveway parking. (310) 395-
RENT. www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $1025/mo 1bdrm 
1bath. No pets, stove, controlled ac-
cess, laundry, utilities included. 
(310) 395-RENT. www.westsideren-
tals.com 
SANTA MONICA $1100/mo 1+1 1245 
10th Street. Stove, carpets, blinds, 
parking. No pets. (310) 393-6322
SANTA MONICA $1100/mo 1bdrm 
1bath. No pets, stove carpets, laun-
dry, parking included. (310) 395-
RENT. www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $1400/mo 2bdrm 
1bath. No pets, refrigerator, stove, 
new carpets, new paint. (310) 395-
RENT. www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $1450/mo 2bdrm 
1bath w/c pets. Refrigerator, stove, 
laundry, permit parking. (310) 395-
RENT. www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $1695/mo 2bdrm 
1 3/4bath. W/C, pet, refrigerator, 
stove, patio, hadrwood floors, laundry. 
(310) 395-RENT. www.westsideren-
tals.com
SANTA MONICA $2200/mo 2+2. 
Stove, dishwasher, carpet, blinds, 
pool, laundry, intercom entry, gated 
parking. No pets (310) 393-2547
SANTA MONICA $2300/mo Upper 
2bdrm 2bath. Great Ocean Park loca-
tion. 2508 3rd Street. Appliances & 
water included. Balcony view, remod-
eled kitchen & baths. 1 covered park-
ing space, street parking available. 
Laundry on site. Contact manager 
(310) 849-6467
SANTA MONICA $675/mo Bachelor 
1bath. Cat OK, controlled access, 
laundry, large closet space. 
(310) 395-RENT. www.westsideren-
tals.com
SANTA MONICA $790/mo studio 
1bdrm. Cat OK, refrigerator, stove, 
carpets, laundry, full kitchen. 
(310) 395-RENT. www.westsideren-
tals.com
SANTA MONICA $895/mo studio 
1bath. W/C pet, refrigerator, stove, 
new carpets, parking included. 
(310) 395-RENT www.westsideren-
tals.com
SANTA MONICA $900/mo 1bdrm 
1bath. Living room, kitchen, 2blocks 
from S.M.C. No pets (310) 925-5761
SANTA MONICA Single 818 Cedar #8 
$895/mo, includes all utilities, park-
ing, newly remodeled (310) 478-6100

For Rent
SANTA MONICA $975/mo 1bdrm 
1bath. Appliances, no pets, parking. 
2535 Kansas Ave., #108. Manager in 
#101

SANTA MONICA $975/mo 1bdrm 
1bath. No pets, refrigerator, stove, 
parking included. (310) 395-RENT. 
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA -  $1,500/mo. 
Beautiful location. Euclid, between 
Montana and Idaho. Must see! Ex-
ceptional studio, large living/bed-
room area, 1bath, huge eat-in 
kitchen w/ small office area. Hard-
wood floors and tile throughout. 
Lovely clean, set back, quite, very 
private w/ yard area. Ground floor. 
Refrigerator, stove, microwave, 
dishwasher, washer/dryer in unit. 
Street parking. No pets. Available 
Nov.1. All household furnishings 
for sale. Call Lynda (310) 393-
1189

SANTA MONICA 3bdrm 2bath 2car ga-
rage. New paint, stove, microwave, 
and drapes, W/D. Off Broadway near 
promenade. 1427 Stanford $2900 
(818) 606-4949

VENICE 1 Bdrm Hardwood floors, 
courtyard. Very nice. 1 year lease, no 
pets. 775 Indiana Ave. $1095. 
(310) 466-9256
VENICE BEACH 1+1 in tudor style 
building at 39 Sunset Ave. Great loca-
tion 1/2 block to the beach.. 1 Year 
lease, no pets. $1095. (310) 401-
0027
VENICE BEACH Sunny single @ 30 Ho-
rizon Ave., 1/2 block from beach, full 
kitchen, large closet. Berber carpet. 1 
year lease. No pets. No smoking.. Just 
reduced to $925. (310) 466-9256
VENICE BEACH, 38 1/2 Rose Ave., 
Craftsman Single Apt. w/ hardwood 
floors, 1/2 block from beach -very 
charming! 1 Year lease, no pets $995 
(310) 466-9256
VENICE, 1 bed+loft, 2 bath. Very 
unique, 4 level apartment, totally ren-
ovated, hardwood floors, rooftop patio 
& private balcony w/ ocean view! High 
ceilings, everything new. 2 car gated 
parking. 1 year lease, no pets. $2295-
(310) 466-9256

WESTCHESTER MOVE-IN Special 
$500. 7825 Yorktown PL. 4bed/2bath 
House $2558/mo (310) 578-7512
WESTWOOD NEW, luxurious, spa-
cious, bright, 2bd 2ba. All appliances, 
w/d, balcony, fireplace, a/c, parking. 
$2200 (310) 306-2667
WESTWOOD VILLAGE adj. 10662 Lind-
brook Dr. 4bd, 3.5 bath House North 
of Wilshire in prime location. Hard-
wood floors, lots of charm, very pri-
vate yard. 2 car garage. Must see to 
appreciate. 1 year lease. $4500 
(310) 804-7460

WWD $1975 upper 2bdrm. New car-
pet/paint in small building. 10615 
Ashton. Open 12-4 Sat&Sun No pets

Roommates

HOUSE TO share in Beautiful 
Larchmont neighborhood. $1200 
+1/2 utilities. Pets are possible, 
two story hardwood floors, W/D 
etc... call (310) 801-5522

SANTA MONICA / Brentwood area: Fe-
male w/cat seeks private room 
(310) 828-2948

Commercial Lease
SANTA MONICA near SMC 875sqft. 

Your ad could run here!
✆ Call us today at (310) 458-7737
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Commercial Lease
2nd floor. A/C & Heat (310) 450-9840

SANTA MONICA: Security & utilities in-
cluded. Office 270sqft $800/mo. 
Available now. (310) 315-9770
SANTA MONICA; Wilshire Blvd. at 21st 
Office & Retail Space 1,000-2,000sqft 
$1.80 customer & tenant parking. 
(310) 795-4444
VENICE BEACH commercial space at 
1301 Main St. great floor plans, pri-
vate patio, lot parking available. Start-
ing at $1450. One  year lease. 
(310) 466-9256
WLA 2ROOM UPPER Front Office
11906 Wilshire #24 near Bundy. Open 
9-5. Parking $650/mo (310) 569-
4200

Real Estate
BRAND NEW RETAIL LOFT - El Se-
gundo -  Live/work in the heart of 
town. Approx. 2900 sq. ft. unit. Roof-
top deck, stonework throughout. 
$899,000 El Segundo – 135 Standard 
-  Two contiguous corner lots approx. 
7,000 sq.ft. build up to 4,100 sq. ft. 
Perfect for office building or small 
business. $699,000 (310) 396-1947

Buying or Selling?

CALL:
BRENT PARSONS

&
THOMAS KHAMMAR

Welcoming The
First Time Buyer

Valuable Consultants
To The Seasoned Investor

Call Brent Direct: (310) 770-6600
Call Thomas Direct: (310) 863-7643

PACIFIC OCEAN PROPERTIES
2212 LINCOLN BLVD. SM

EL SEGUNDO – 135 Standard contig-
uous corner lots. Approx. 7,000 sq. ft. 
Build up to 4,100 sq. ft. Perfect for of-
fice building or small business. 
$699,000 (310) 864-9034
EL SEGUNDO - 6 Unit building, two-
bed, 1ba each. 8 garages, income 
$102,000. Completely remodeled with 
custom finishes. All tenant occupied. 
$1,399,000 (310) 396-1947
EL SEGUNDO - Coming soon. New 
construction. 1,400sqft retail and 
2bdrm 2bath Loft. 1,800sqft total. 
300sqft roof top Call Matt (310) 864-
9034
FOR SALE: 3 acres prime commercial 
investment. San Antonio, TX. 20 mi-
nutes from New Toyota Manufacturing 
plant. 280sqft highway frontage. For 
info call David (210) 626-3798 or 
(210) 378-4762

Real Estate
HERMOSA BEACH Shopping Center 
Anchored by a major restaurant. Cen-
ter includes medical group, salon, Pi-
lates studio, boutique, office suites. 
6% cap rate $7,050,000 (310) 396-
1947

HERMOSA BEACH Shopping Center 
Anchored by a major restaurant. Cen-
ter includes medical group, salon, Pi-
lates studio, boutique, office suites. 
6% cap rate $7,050,000 (310) 396-
1947

HOBBS

11 Units in Santa Monica on
11th near Broadway

$2,300,000

4-(1+1) 2-(2+1.5) 4-(2+2) 1-(2+2.5)

7 Units Near Koreatown

6 Units in Beverlywood

Hobbs Agt.

(310) 826-2221 x220

INCOME PROPERTIES

MANHATTAN BEACH – New Listing 
24,000 square feet of land, prime lo-
cation, signalized corner. Fantastic 
opportunity! Just reduced! 
$2,125,000 Anthony’s Restaurant - El 
Segundo City Landmark comes with 
land, improvements, and business. 22 
year lease left on parking lot and pa-
tio. $2,000 per month with no in-
creases Gross business. $575,000 
annually. $1,099,000 (310) 396-1947
MANHATTAN BEACH – New Listing 
24,000 square feet of land, prime lo-
cation, signalized corner. Fantastic 
opportunity! Just reduced! 
$2,125,000 Anthony’s Restaurant - El 
Segundo City Landmark comes with 
land, improvements, and business. 22 
year lease left on parking lot and pa-
tio. $2,000 per month with no in-
creases Gross business. $575,000 
annually. $1,099,000 (310) 396-1947

MANHATTAN BEACH Prime N. Sepul-
veda 5,500 square feet of office 
space, 42 parking spaces, liquor store 
& gym. Approx 5 Acre Lot Just re-
duced! $2,450,000 (310)396-1947
MANHATTAN BEACH Prime N. Sepul-
veda 5,500 square feet of office 
space, 42 parking spaces, liquor store 
& gym. Approx 5 Acre Lot Just re-
duced! $2,450,000 (310)396-1947
PLAYA DEL REY – Beach Port – 8500 
Falmouth #3316. One bed, One bath, 
plus loft. Overlooking gardens, sun-
sets on the deck,limestone and black 
granite floor. High vaulted ceilings. 
Walk to the beach and shopping. 
Open sunday 1-4pm. (310) 864-9034

Real Estate

Very aggresive rates

30 year fixed 5.75%

10 year/1 arm 5.375%

7 year/1 arm 5.125%

5 year/1 arm 4.75%

3 year/1 arm 4.25%

1 year/1 arm 3.25%

6 mos./6 mo. arm 2.875%

1 mo./1 mo. arm 1.250%

* Rates subject to change

Licensed California Broker #01218743

Pac West
Mortgage

2206 LINCOLN BLVD SANTA MONICA

(310) 392-9223
1(888) FOR-LOAN

Real Estate

PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT

RENTALS  AVAILABLE

NO PETS ALLOWED

SANTA MONICA

1427 Harvard  $1350
Upper 2 bed, parking,
stove, freshly painted

1224 12th St. $1450
Upper rear 2 bed, balcony,

parking, laundry room

1001 Washington  $1500
Bright upper 1 bed,

hardwood floors, gas stove

928 10th St. $1795
Front upper 2 bed, hardwood
&  carpet, garage + driveway

WEST LA/WESTWOOD

1661 Sawtelle, WLA, $850
Lower 1 bed, walk to SM
Blvd fresh paint, laundry

room

1705 Purdue, WLA, $975
Lower 1 bed, patio

covered parking, fresh paint, 

10724 Missouri,
Westwood, $2750

3 bed + den, 2 baths, 2 car
garage, washer & dryer

SALES • RENTALS 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

FOR MORE LISTINGS GO TO
WWW.ROQUE-MARK.COM

ROQUE &
MARK Co.

2802 Santa Monica Blvd.

310-828-7525

Massage
5’2” HOURGLASS Figure offers
full-body sensual massage. Very pri-
vate, very discreet, 6am-9pm. 
Incall/Outcall special rate between 
6am-9pm, Rachel
(310) 339-6709

AMBIANCE MASSAGE offering a 
1hour full body massage by a certified 
professional. Kevin (310) 894-2443 
OUTCALL

BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal your 
body, mind, spirit.  Therapeutic, 
Swedish, Deep-tissue. Energy balanc-
ing. Strictly non-sexual. Introductory 
specials from $50.00/1hr. Lynda, 
L.M.T. (310)749-0621

FULL BODY Swedish to light fingertip 
massage by classy European thera-
pist. Serious callers only. (310)826-
7271.

DEEP TISSUE, Swedish & Thai mas-
sage by local fitness trainer. $40/hr. 
Paul.  (310) 741-1901.

Massage

ATTENTION ALL
C.M.T’s!

Come join our CLASSI-
FIED PARTY with our 
NEW RATE: 8 WORDS 
FOR FREE, each addi-
tional word .20 per 
word, per day. Be-
cause you don’t have 
36,800 clients

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong and ten-
der relaxing bodywork by mature Eu-
ropean. Professional Lady Sonja 
(310)397-0433.
HEALING THERAPY, relaxation or Zin-
touch deep tissue massage by young 
sweet blonde European. (310) 210-
1436 out calls
I GIVE massage therapy to people in 
wheelchairs. $20 a session. Licensed. 
Robert (310) 394-1533
REVITALIZE & Rejuvenate. Body, Mind 
& Spirit with a therapeutic 
Swedish/Deep-tissue massage. Laura 
(310) 394-2923  (310) 569-0883.
REVITALIZE & Rejuvenate. Body, Mind 
& Spirit with a therapeutic 
Swedish/Deep-tissue massage. Laura 
(310) 394-2923  (310) 569-0883.
THERAPEUTIC RELAXING massage. 
Swedish, Thai, and Deep Tissue. Call 
Cynthia (310) 397-0199

Announcements
HOMESTAY SERVICESHOST

INT’L STUDENTS!!!
short term / long term

COMPENSATION FULL PAY

OK, CALL TODAY!!!

310-393-5337
CHRISTMAS JAZZ. Marc Van Aken 
Trio. Available for your private party. 
CD & promotion package by request 
(310) 488-9421
ALZHEIMER’S SUPPORT GROUP
meeting. Last Wednesday of the 
month; at Sunrise Assisted Living, 
Pacific Palisades call (310)573-
9545/Linda.

Business Opps
VENDING LOCATION for sale. 3 full 
size machines. Great opportunity to 
make money P/T. In Santa Monica call 
(714) 381-5585

EARN $500/$5000 per week helping 
people avoid & stop foreclosure.  Start 
earning immediately. Clients never 
ending. (323) 467-3399

Health/Beauty
DR. LUCAS
Chiropractic &
Accupuncture

Victoria D. Lucas
D.C., LAc. QME

Vita Wellness
MAXIMUM FAMILY CARE IN ONE LOCATION

310-449-1222
2222 Santa Monica Blvd.• Ste. 203 • Santa Monica, CA 90404

RENEW ROMANCE! Enhance relation-
ships featuring “Breath Works” certi-
fied Sex Therapist/Hypno Therapist 

Health/Beauty
Brice Britton M.S. (310) 450-5553

SALON AT the beach. Rooms for rent! 
Stylist, skin care, electrolysis & other 
related services. (310) 577-3079

Fitness
EXECUTIVE CLASSES

Exercise Classes
Personal Training

310.842.5657
www.stateoftheheartfitness.com

DECAF FOR the soulDecaf for the Body & Soul
Cool out after work with Yoga
Relax and work out those kinks after your work day

(and miss the rush hour traffic)
Tuesday Evenings  6:00-7:15pm
First class is free Please call to reserve your space.

Tricia Schaumann SM Center Healing Arts
7TH & Arizona (310) 612-3239

Lost & Found

$1000.00 REWARD! for black DELL 
notebook computer. No questions 
asked. Lost 9/14 26th/Wilshire 
(310) 617-9641.

DOWNTOWN SANTA MONICA Seper-
ate Private Office A/C, Approx. 280 
sq/ft, Windows 310-394-3645
SANTA MONICA Approx. 1200 sqft 
and 200 sqft. Bright windows, sky-
lights, negotiable. (310) 820-1561

SANTA MONICA 3rd Street Prom-
enade. 550sqft office space. 3 

offices plus reception available. 
Nice decor. (310) 614-2656

SANTA MONICA 1334Lincoln Blvd. 
750 sq/ft $1500/mo Includes utilities, 
private patio & parking   D.Keasbey  
(310)477-3192
CULVER CITY $1300/mo. Office space. 
3rooms w/ kitchenette, 1bath. 10307 
Washington Blvd., suite B. Contact #5 
(310) 541-3144 or (310) 780-3354. 
Office space open for viewing daily 
9am till 7pm.
SANTA MONICA 4th & Wilshire, 3rd 
floor office space. 613 sqft, 1,485 
sqft, and 2,104 sqft. Great rates. Par 
Commercial (310) 395-2663 ext 101
SANTA MONICA 1452 2nd Street. Very 
charming building, small offices. Be-
tween $700/mo & $2100/mo. In-
cludes utilities & cleaning. (310) 614-
6462

NAI CAPITAL Commercial
(310)440-8500

Christina S. Porter
Vice President

310-440-8500 x.104

Flex Space for Lease
1610 Colorado Ave. SM

Approximately 8,800 SF divisible to
4,400. $1.00 - $1.35 psf, nnn

(310) 806-6104Santa Monica       

Mon thru Fri, 8:30-12p
Ages 6-17, $275/week

CPR certified
310-920-1265

camp@learntosurfla.com

Surf Camp

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737

Your ad could run here!
✆ Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Your Ad
Could Go Here!
Advertise with the Daily Press.

Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Your Ad
Could Go Here!
Advertise with the Daily Press.

Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Commercial Lease
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DOOR TO Door

Knock, Knock . . .

. . .Your Door to Door Doctor Has Arrived.

1-866-DOC-TO-ME
(1-866-362-8663)

Door2doordrs.com

Bringing Housecal ls  Back 
to Southern California

Serving Medicare home-bound recipients across Southern California

Services
A.C. CONSTRUCTION com-
mercial & residential remodel. 
Honest and Reliable. Free esti-
mates. Call (310)278-5380. 
Fax: (310)271-4790. Lic# 
801884 Fully insured.

A/C CONSTRUCTION
Beverly Hills/Beverlywood

General Contractor
Residential Remodel &

Home Improvement
Honest • Reliable

FREE ESTIMATES
— Sabbath Observed—

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

DON’S CUTTING Edge

INTRODUCING

Jean
our new stylist

$17
HAIRCUTS

w/mention of this ad

2918 Santa Monica Blvd. Santa Monica
Tues-Fri: 9-6pm Sat: 8-5pm

Call for an appointment 310.828.6986
Appointments not required.

BEST MOVERSBEST MOVERS
No job too small

2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ.

Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193  (310) 300-9194

HART HARDWOOD flooringHART HARDWOOD FLOORING
New Installation
Refinishes & Repairs
Senior Discount
Quality Workmanship

RON HART  (310) 308-4988

HOME REPAIR. Honesty, integrity 
craftsmanship. Great work! Great 
prices! Call Bob (310) 415-3137.

Services
SMOKING

Life is short —
Why make it shorter

STILL 
SMOKING?

Certified
Hypnotherapist

John J. McGrail, C.Ht.

(310) 235-2882

WESTSIDE GUYSWESTSIDE GUYS
Full Service Handymen

CARPENTRY, ELEC., PAINT, ETC...
TERMITE AND DRY ROT REPAIR

BOB 35/HR (310) 266-6348
CALEB 25/HR (310) 409-3244

MERRY MAIDS

BONDED AND INSURED

CLEANING AMERICAN
HOMES SINCE 1979

(310) 656-6243

DONT HAVE TIME TO CLEAN YOUR 
HOUSE? I DO! Meticulous, thorough, &
honest housecleaner to take the 
burden off of you. Available on 
weekends and some mornings.
Call 310-365-1753

GALAXY IMMIGRATION Services. 
Green card, citizenship petition, re-
move condition and more! Speaking 
Pharsi', Spanish, English. Leonardo 
(310) 659-0330

Services
GET ORGANIZED! For filing 
system set-ups, unpacking from 
major move, uncluttering clos-
ets and other home/office paper 
management problems, etc. 
Hire a professional organizer. 
Call Christine Cohen. (310)274-
4988
Member: National Association 
of Professional Organizers

GET ORGANIZED!
for filing system set-ups,

unpacking from a major move,
uncluttering closets and 
other home/office paper 

management problems, etc.

HIRE A PROFESSIONAL 
ORGANIZER!

Call Christine Cohen:
310-274-4988

Member: National Association of Professional Organizers

GRANITE COUNTERTOPS travertine 
from $2.49/sq ft. up to 50% less than 
home depot!!! eskandaristone.com
(310)945-5799

GRANITE COUNTERTOPS
TRAVERTINE FROM $2.49/SQFT

UP TO 50% LESS
THAN HOME DEPOT!!!!

ESKANDARISTONE.COM (310) 945-5799

HOME THEATER AND MUSIC:
system design, installation and trou-
bleshooting. 16 years experience with 
audio/video systems, satellite, cable, 
telephone and computer networks. 
(310)450-6540.
“JENNY CAN CLEAN-IT”
fast, reliable. We take care of your 
cleaning, own transportation. $40 
(818)705-0297.
LOVING CARE of children. 25yrs expe-
rience. References. Local area only. 
Mary (310) 392-9504
WHEN YOU Get Ready To Fix 
Up, Call Us!Ned Parker Con-
struction Painting, Carpentry, 
Roofing, Concrete, Electrical
Bonded And Insured Lic # 
658986 323)871-8869

When You Get Ready to Fix Up, Call Us!

NED PARKER 
CONSTRUCTION

Bonded & Insured • Lic#658-486
PAINTING • CARPENTRY • ROOFING

CONCRETE • ELECTRICAL

323.871.8869
PAINTING/WALLPAPER

PAINTING, Wallpaper Removal & In-
stallation, Wall Texturing, Free Esti-
mates! Glenn’s Wall Service  310-
686-8505

PAINTING TOP QUALITY  A&A 
custom,Interior And Exterior . Free 
Quote. Jeff Arrieta (310)560-9864.

Services

NOTICE TO
READERS:

California  law requires that 
contractors taking jobs that
total $500 or more (labor or 

materials) be licensed by the 
Contractors State License 

Board. State law also requires 
that contractors include their

license number on all 
advertising. You can check the 

status of your licensed 
contractor at www.cslb.ca.gov 
or 800-321-CSLB. Unlicensed 

contractors taking jobs that
total less than $500 must state

in their advertisements that 
they are not licensed by the 
Contractors State License 

Board.

ONE HOUR Alterations, 
hemming, jeans, pants, skirts, etc. 
Made by professional Call
Michael (310) 980-2674 

Computer Services

PROFESSIONAL WEBSITE DESIGN
Our Team will design, develop and 
deploy your web site or e-com-
merce project.
Already have website?
We’ll create a sponsored search 
placement campaign to buy top 
placement at every major search 
engine.

www.dburnsdesign.com
(310) 390-2252

COMPUTER HELP: Your Office or 
Home. Computer Tune-Up. Microsoft 
Word, Excel, Powerpoint, Quickbooks 
POS. Internet Navigation. Software In-
stallation. Virus removal. (310) 207-
3366 (310) 801-6845

SUNRISE COMPUTERS

Sunrise
COMPUTERS

• Installs 
• Repairs 
• Backups 
• Training 
• Networking

On-Site/Phone Support

(310) 979-5529 

PPrroommoottee  yyoouurr    bbuussiinneessss  iinn  tthhee  SSaannttaa  MMoonniiccaa

warren@prusd.com • www.sandiegohomesdowntown.com

2 bed 2 bath + den  1,680  sqrft   ocean views! ......$750,000
2 bed 2 bath 1,221 sqft Ocean Views!!...............$550,000
2 bed 2 bath 1,700 sqft Prime water view location..........$1,265,000
2 bed 2 bath + den Penthouse level. Water Views!!!  ..........$1,425,000

Chris Warren
(619) 818-1666

Discover Opportunity...
Just two hours away, Downtown San Diego is booming. 

Minutes to dozens of world class golf courses, parks and the historic Gaslamp
District...and the best ocean views in Southern California!



A D V E R T I S E M E N T

SANTA MONICA RESIDENTS ...

SANTA MONICA FORD IS THE
We are currently the #1 volume Ford dealership in the U.S.A. *based on a combination
of retail and fleet sales and to maintain this distinction we MUST not lose your business.
It is imperative you contact us before you purchase that next Ford.

SANTA MONICA 1230 Santa Monica Blvd. • 310.451-1588

If you purchased elsewhere ... you probably paid too much!

HAVE WE GOT SERVICE DEALS FOR YOU!

Tire Rotation & 
Brake Inspection

$19.95

Inspect brake friction material, caliper operation,
rotors, drums, hoses and connections. Inspect park-
ing brake for damage and proper operation. Rotate

and inspect four tires. Dual-rear-wheel 
vehicle extra. See Service Advisor for details.

Must mention this ad at time of write up. Taxes extra. 
Expires 10/31/04

4-wheel alignment
& Tire Inspection

$69.95

Check and adjust camber and toe. Check tread
depth and condition all four tires. Additional parts
and labor may be required on some vehicles. See

Service Advisor for details.

Must mention this ad at time of write up. Taxes extra. 
Expires 10/31/04

2-wheel alignment
& Tire Inspection

$39.95

Check and adjust camber and toe. Check tread
depth and condition all four tires. Additional parts
and labor may be required on some vehicles. See

Service Advisor for details.

Must mention this ad at time of write up. Taxes extra.
Expires 10/31/04

Minor Service
for only $39.95

Oil Change & Oil Filter Replacement, Lube Hinges, 
Latches & Applicable Chassis Parts, Silicone Protection 
of Window Weather Strips, Check Fluid Levels & Top Off 

to Factory Specifications, Inspect Cooling System, Hoses 
& Belts, Check Running Lights for Proper Operation, 

Check Suspension System, Inspect Exhaust System for 
Corrosion, Inspect & Rotate Tires, Adjust Pressures, 

Multi-Point Inspection Report Card

Must mention this ad at time of write up. 
Excludes diesels & HD “E” & “F” series vehicles/OP code PMinor.

Expires 10/31/04

$9.95 
COOLING SYSTEM

INSPECTION
Inspect radiator for leaks, Check hoses, clamps and belts.

Pressure test system for leaks.

Offer valid with coupon. Taxes extra.
Expires 10/31/04

Santa Monica Ford
will meet or beat any

OEM tire price 
10% OFF any body repair over $2500

10% OFF of parts purchased 
from the parts dept.

#1 VOLUME FORD
DEALER IN THE U.S.A.*

All vehicles subject to prior sale plus goverment fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document preparation charge, and any emission testing charge. 0% APR thru Ford Motor
Credit. Ends 10-31-04. Close of Business


