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g NEWS OF THE WEIRD
BY CHUCK SHEPARD

In August, Alexandria, Ind., dentist David
Steele proudly showed off to an Anderson
Herald Bulletin reporter the two gold
crowns he had fitted on his 1-year-old
Persian cat, Sebastian. Though he said
the crowns were ostensibly to strengthen
Sebastian’s teeth, the reporter said that
their prominence suggested “a hip-hop
star’s guard-cat or a movie villain’s pet.”
Steele also put a gold crown on his
Boston terrier.

TODAY IN HISTORY

Today the 294th day of 2006.
There are 71 days left in the year.

1 80 5 A British fleet commanded
by Admiral Horatio Nelson
defeated a French-Spanish fleet in the

Battle of Trafalgar; Nelson, however, was
killed.

QUOTE OF THE DAY

“There are different kinds of wrong. The people
sinned against are not always the best.”

DAME Ivy CoMPTON-BURNETT

INDEX

Inaugural
SM 5000 is
blocks party

BY JESSICA ROBERTS

Special to the Daily Press

CITYWIDE — The Santa
Monica 5000 will begin with
a bang and end with a party
on Sunday, as some celebri-
ties lend a little star power to
the inaugural foot race
through the city’s streets.

Both the 5K and 10K
routes will showcase much of
Santa Monica — Main Street,
the Ocean Avenue waterfront,
City Hall — as well as a
strong field of athletes, local
runners and Hollywood stars.

“Grey’s Anatomy” actor
Isaiah  Washington, who
plays a surgeon on the pop-
ular TV drama, will lend his
steady hands by pulling the
trigger on the starting gun.
The race will ultimately end
with a post-race party at the
Santa Monica Pier, complete
with a pancake breakfast
served up by Kim Powers
from “Survivor.”

The course is fast and flat,
and expected to attract more
than 1,000 registered run-
ners for a race that will fea-
ture everything from a com-
petitive elite race to a walkers
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P VERDICT IS IN: Farmers’ Market driver faces up to 18 years

Sports

Rgokies take the hill 24 BY KEVIN HERRERA through a crowded Santa Monica Despite Friday’s verdict, it remains

MOVIETIMES Daily Press Staff Writer Farmers’ Market more than three years  unclear what sentence Weller will ulti-

Catch a flick! 25 ago was found guilty Friday of vehicu- mately receive. Los Angeles Superior

Comics & Stuff DOWNTOWN LA — The 89-year-old lar manslaughter with gross negligence.  Court Judge Michael Johnson will

You'll laugh, you'll cry 26-27 man charged with killing 10 unsuspect- George Russell Weller now faces up

Classifieds ing shoppers when he drove his car to 18 years in prison. SEE FULL COVERAGE
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Back by popular demand... THE UNDER $ 10
DINNER SPECIAL

Served from 4pm - 10pm

1433 Wilshire Blvd at 15th St
310-394-1131

BEST ON THE WESTSIDE
SINCE 1972 ‘

MUSIC LESSONS

INSTRUMENTAL & VOICE

The name you can depend on!

(310) 453-1928

1901 Santa Monica Blvd. in Santa Monica

www.santamonicamusic.com 01578836
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The City of Santa Monica Disabilites Commission
is proud to present a
Disability Awareness Month ® -
CELEBRATION! P
Saturday, October 28th T

1:00 pm
Main Library

Official Media
Sponsor:
Santa Monica
Daily Press

Official Cable

TV Sponsor:
CityTV

Supporters:
Westside Center for

Independent Living
Step Up on Second
Bookmark Cafe

FEATURING:
Lyena Strelkoff’s
acclaimed one-woman show

“Caterpillar Soup”

For more info and accommodation requests: http://santa-monica.org/hsd/
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JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS The stars show the kind of day you'll have:

* % * AVERAGE

* % % % * DYNAMIC * % % % POSITIVE

* % SO-SO * DIFFICULT

@ ARIES (March 21-April 19)

* %% New beginnings occur for those
who are willing to let their loved ones dominate
more often. If you value a specific bond, you
might want to try another approach or do some-
thing very different. Tonight: Express your caring.

@ TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

P * %% Mellow out and think through a differ-
ence of opinion. You might want to evaluate and
think through a situation that impacts the quality
of your life. Get done what you need to, so that
you can relax. Consider a change in your routine.
Tonight: Do only what feels good.

@ GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
/|

% %% If a relationship has gone sour,
you might be able to revitalize it and have what
you want happen more easily. If you are single, a
new bond could be knocking on your door. Be
positive and take a leap of faith. Tonight: The
ever-playful Gemini.

@ CANCER (June 21-July 22)

+7] %% % Anchor in and be more direct with a
family member. A change that you could have
been considering on the home front now
becomes more than possible. Make your life as
you wish. Tonight: Anchor in.

2 LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
@ %% %% New beginnings become possi-
ble if you are open and willing to experience situ-
ations and people differently. Sometimes you
might feel as if you have all the answers. You
don't. Ask questions. Explore. Tonight: Out and
about.

@ VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

W kK Expenses go overboard without you
doing anything. Sometimes you are easily over-
whelmed. Use your practical abilities to deter-
mine what you really need to buy. Don't make
investments presently. Tonight: Order in.

R LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

K %% k%% You are all smiles and ready to
greet a very serious friend or loved one. You have
a very appealing smile that helps others say yes.
Seize the moment and go for what you really
want. Please, no hemming and hawing. Make a
personal wish today, and it might become a real-
ity. Tonight: Let your hair down.

@ SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

[\ o/ e You might want to do something dif-
ferently but feel cornered by circumstances and
situations. The good news is, this logjam will
pass given a relaxed attitude and some time.
Revamp your finances. Tonight: Vanish and take
some time to yourself.

@ SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
A= Z ***** Accept what is going on within
your immediate crowd of friends. You will enjoy
yourself wherever you are, whomever you are
with. Friendship abounds. Surround yourself with
people. Tonight: You are the party.

@ CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
i@ %% You are on top of a situation, though
you could be questioning whether this fact is
true. Listen to others more carefully. They need
your sensitivity and understanding. You are much
softer and caring. Tonight: A force to be dealt
with.

@ AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
%% % Reach out for someone you care
about. This person seems to have a wall around
him or her. If you express and manifest more
empathy, you can break down barriers. Are you
ready? Friends add to the moment. Tonight: Let
your imagination flow.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

Ko **** Work with a partner and deal with
others directly. Take charge of your life. You
could be exhausted by all that you need to juggle.
Someone truly cares much more than you think.
Accept his or her caring rather than push this per-
son away. Tonight: Togetherness continues to be
the theme.

BORN TODAY Institutor of the Nobel Prize Alfred Nobel (1833), musician Manfred Mann (1940)

Jacqueline Bigar is on the Internet at http://www.jacquelinebigar.com © 2006 by King Features Syndicate Inc
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Lee is known for her honesty and integrity. She will not only
tell you your troubles and what do to about them, she will help
you discover your path toward spiritual balance.

Tarot Card Readings Spiritual Healing
Chakra Treatment Past Life Regressio
Palm Readings Meditation

Ask about meditation discounts
(Individual and Group sessions)

Spiritual Readings

g

TAROT CARD
READING

REGULAR PRICE $40

8 2550 OVERLAND AVE. LA (g pico)

(310) 845-9688
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COMMUNITY BRIEFS

The melodious sounds of fall

By Daily Press staff

The musical sounds of autumn are in the air this weekend as the Santa Monica
College Concert Band performs their fall concert.

The band will perform on Sunday, Oct. 22, at 4 p.m. in the Santa Monica College
Concert Hall, 1900 Pico Boulevard. The show is $10 and conducted by City Councilman
Kevin McKeown.

Performance pieces include: Jupiter by Gustav, Holst, Cartoon by Paul Hart, Sleep by Eric
Whitacre, Irish Tune from County Derry by Percy Grainger, La Peri Fanfare by Paul Dukas.

For information, call (310) 434-4323 or (310) 434-3000.

Good things come around for Circle of Friends

By Daily Press staff

On Oct. 28, the Santa Monica Disabilities Commission will celebrate Disability
Awareness Month with an award ceremony, performances and artist displays.

The commission is pleased to announce that the recipient of the first Santa Monica
Disabilities Commission (SMDC) award will be Circle of Friends. The SMDC award is pre-
sented to a person or organization that has demonstrated exceptional dedication to improv-
ing the lives of persons with disabilities in Santa Monica. Circle of Friends has fulfilled this
criterion to the fullest. The SAMOHI student-run program works to create relationships
between SAMOHI students with disabilities and their typical peers. These relationships are
fostered during regular meetings that create a positive effect for the students involved and
for the school as a community. The Disabilities Commission commends the commitment
of Circle of Friends to broadening the experiences of all SAMOHI students.

The award will be presented at the Commission’s Disability Awareness Month
Celebration, to be held Oct. 28, from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m., at the Santa Monica Main Library,
601 Santa Monica Boulevard. The event will showcase talented members of the commu-
nity, such as Master of Ceremonies Alan Toy, Associate Director of the UCLA Center for
Neighborhood Knowledge and Eve Hill, Executive Director of the Disability Rights Legal
Center. Headlining the event is Lyena Strelkoff, who will be performing selections from
her one-woman show “Caterpillar Soup.”

Following the performance and award presentation, the latest innovations in assistive
technology and work by artists such as Ben Anderson, Kari Pope, Sam Smith, Paul
Knotter, and Christine Leahey from UCLA's Arts and Disability Network will be on dis-
play in the library courtyard. Refreshments will be provided.

Time for a trim? Get your compost on

By Daily Press staff

The city of Santa Monica’s Solid Waste Management Division and the Los Angeles
County Department of Public Works are offering a free composting workshop on Saturday,
Oct. 28, from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. at the patio in Virginia Avenue Park, 2200 Virginia Avenue.

The rich nutrients from composted yard trimmings and kitchen scraps add to a gar-
den’s health by reducing waste, water consumption, and chemical use. Further, com-
posting reduces costs associated with fertilizers, conditioners, and mulch. Composting
also reduces the burden of recycling the material through green waste collection.

The city of Santa Monica will distribute compost bins for the discounted price of $25
to residents. For more information, call (310) 458-8916, ext. 1, or e-mail andrew.basma-
jian@smgov.net.

CORRECTION: In coverage of a City Council candidates debate that was published on Oct. 19
(“Council debate needed a jump”), it was incorrectly stated that challenger Mark McLellan specialized
in the sale of single family homes. According to McLellan, he actually sells primarily multi-family hous-
ing.

CAN'T FIND A DAILY PRESS NEWSTAND IN YOUR AREA? WE’LL TRY TO GET ONE TO YOU!

Santa Wonica Daily Press Call us at (310) 458-7737
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This weekend is when our next SW swell is due,
and a touch of NW should roll in around this time
as well. The SW will be dominant, brought on by
those two southern hemi systems we started
tracking early last week forming near New

Zealand.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Irag war is an affront to Americans
Editor:

Please, please, please speak up loudly. We do not need another “front” on the war on ter-
ror. We are in enough trouble already with Irag. Don't let this administration get us even
deeper into trouble by pretending to protect us.

Leslie Johnson
Los Angeles

North Korean nukes are threat to Westside
Editor:

Los Angeles County is now threatened by the North Korean nuclear missiles. Southern
California residents along with other West Coast residents are moving away from the rest of
the nation on their perception that North Korea is a serious threat. Easterners don’t seem to
have the same feel for the threat as we do. Perhaps that’s one reason why the White House
over the course of several decades has fiddled around and not prevented North Korea from
going nuclear.

California, with a population greater than North Korea, including a Korean expatriate
community approaching a million views the threatening moves of Kim Jong Il as the sad and
futile machinations of defunct but still very dangerous dictator. China’s economic miracle
means an end to the Stalinist regime in North Korea. Overtly, the weight of responsibility
seems placed on America, but the real recipient of North Korea’s bombast are the Chinese
rulers in Beijing. The burden of the diplomacy is unevenly distributed between China, South
Korea, Japan, Russia and America, but China is the real player.

The more diplomatic interests you have centered around a problem, the higher the prob-
ability is for something to go radically wrong. Under the last scenario, the people of
California must be protected from the whims and fancies of North Korea’s unstable rulers or
the likely probability that China or perhaps even Japan may take surprising military action
against North Korea. We could be on the receiving end of a missile, even if China or Japan
made an independent move on North Korea. China, South Korea or Japan being at close
range to North Korean missiles cannot really do a thing to protect themselves from a North
Korean attack, so they may be more willing to do something radical and out of the blue to
protect themselves before they themselves are attacked. Even Israel, which recently warned
North Korea not to sell nuclear weapons to it’s enemies, could conceivably attack North
Korea. Russia might also attack if it thought North Korea capable of transferring weapons to
Russia’s enemies.

How certain are we that the White House and Pentagon take our concerns here in
California seriously? Washington seems so disengaged these days by trivial bits and pieces of
information and back office gossip concerning the Congressional Page scandal, which oddly
is light years away from the concerns and wants of Californians.

Ken C.Arnold
Santa Monica

ODDS OF A CHILD
PERFORMING AT CARNEGIE HALL:
1in 73,000

SM SPEAKS"

It’s time to listen.

THOSE WERE THE DAYS, MY FRIEND

This past week, Q-line asked:
Is Santa Monica’s history, culture and heritage properly celebrated and preserved, or
should bygone eras just be allowed to be gone?

Here are your responses:

© “For the most part, Santa Monica has become a city of Skid Row ugliness. Preserve what? In
the face of what? Ludicrous.”

® “Santa Monica Hospital is nothing like it was before UCLA took over 10 years ago. All that

history of the Lutheran hospital we visited in times past is gone. Although UCLA would like us to
believe it's still the nice small local place it was. Now it's just another huge bureaucratic heart-
less, faceless extension of the other UCLA hospitals.”

®© “Any time a longtime tenet of a business or apartment building is unwillingly forced to

vacate a property, then the tenet should be paid a realistic relocation payment from the owner.
If the developer of the (Horizons Surf Shop) property is the original owner, then it was the

Sexy calendars: Not all
are drop-dead gorgeous

MODERN
TIMES

BY LLOYD GARVER

In recent years, there’s been a new kind of
sexy calendar — one showing people who
usually don't take off their clothes in public
posing naked or nearly naked. The calendars
are then sold to raise money for charity.
Often, the people posing are in heroic or
sexy professions like athletes or firefighters.
But not always. The latest calendar that’s out
there is called “Men Of Mortuaries.”

Of course, the most famous example of
these calendars didn’t involve people in tra-
ditionally heroic or sexy professions, either.
They even turned it into a movie called
“Calendar Girls.” It was based on a story in
which women, ranging in age from 45 to 65,
posed tastefully in the nude and sold the cal-
endars to raise money for charity.

These kinds of calendars create win-win
situations: those who pose can say they are
grinning and baring it for charity, and those
who buy the calendars can say they’re not
buying them because of the sexy pictures,
but because they want to contribute to a
good cause.

The “Men of Mortuaries” calendar was
the brainchild of mortician Ken McKenzie.
He wanted to raise money for KAMM Cares,
a breast cancer charity. He also wanted to
help change the image of morticians. He
wanted to show the world that they’re “not
all Frankensteins.” They’re regular people
who just happen to have a job that requires
them to deal with dead bodies all day.

To round up morticians to pose for the
calendar, McKenzie advertised in a trade
journal (Now, there’s a magazine | can do
without). But morticians are used to looking
S0 serious that some problems came up dur-
ing the photo shoot. Some of the undertakers
looked too much like, well, undertakers. Two
of them refused to crack a smile. And some
of the guys just weren’t as “buff” as McKenzie
wanted them to be for the calendar.

But these were just minor setbacks.
Remember what these guys do for a living.
One of their jobs is to make dead people

look good. So changing the appearance of
live folks must be just ... uh ... a walk in the
cemetery for them. They didn’t do it with
makeup and whatever other secrets morti-
cians use. This is the 21st Century — the
digital age, the age of Photoshop.

So they digitally added some muscles
here and there, and replaced the frowns with
sexy smiles. You might think this was cheat-
ing, but nobody thought it was cheating in
“The Godfather” when Don Corleone
“asked” the undertaker to make sure that
Sonny looked good after he was blasted with
gunshots.

It might not turn you on, but some peo-
ple will buy these calendars displaying good-
looking, shirtless guys, lowering a casket into
the ground, and not just because it’s for a
good cause.

London stock traders and some comput-
er IT workers have recently put out sexy cal-
endars. To some people, maybe a nude com-
puter worker is sexier than a naked police-
man or athlete because it's more like looking
at the woman or man “next door.”

So | expect more and more of these “reg-
ular people, cheesecake/beefcake” calendars.
Don't be surprised to see things like
“Extreme Exterminators,” “Accountants with
Good Figures” and “Women Who Put You
On Hold”

But if they ever ask me to pose with a
group of opinion givers/columnists for a cal-
endar, | won't do it. I'm a serious journalist,
and | have to draw the line somewhere. |
won’t do it even if Andy Rooney himself is in
the front row, holding a bowl of fruit in a
strategic location.

Of course, if they hire that McKenzie guy
and digitize the photo, I guess they could
make me look pretty good. They could get
rid of the gray hair, add some muscles where
they belong, and maybe even knock off a few
years. Come to think of it, they could proba-
bly make me look great!

All right, I'd do it. But only for a good
cause.

Lloyd Garver has written for television shows rang-
ing from “Sesame Street” to “Frasier.” He writes the
“Modern Times” column for CBSnews.com’s Opinion
page and can be reached at smdp@Illoydgarvermod-
erntimes.com.

tenet who paid off the property. The tenet is always the one who pays off the owners’ rental
property. The original owner should be willing to understand and appreciate that fact.
Prudence would dictate that the original owner treat these longtime tenets as quasi partners. If
it is a new owner planning to redevelop the property, then | have very little sympathy for the
new owner. These high money people are not stupid. These new owners should have, and | am
certain that they did, understand the new obstacles they would have to endure in the process
of excising these longtime tenets from the property. It is unrealistic to believe that the surf
shop will be able to stay. | trust it will be relocated to bigger and better quarters nearby.”

@ “They should save all these old buildings and things. Not for the sake of history, but for the
sake of the present. Every time they tear down an old building they build up something bigger,
which means more people, more crowds, more traffic that we have enough of already. They
should just leave everything the way it is and get rid of a few of these modern buildings and put
up something smaller. That would be even better.”

@ “History and heritage are totally overrated. If a building is more than 20 to 25 years
old, then we don't need it. Just tear it down and build a new one. We need new buildings
to support the new Santa Monica. The new Santa Monica is about tourism. It's about
shopping. It's about the future. We don’t need the history or the heritage. Good riddance.”

OPINIONS EXPRESSED are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters we
receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to editor@smdp.com. All letters must include the author's name and telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices located at 1427 Third Street
Promenade, Suite 202, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.
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consumers remain
leery of purchasing

the green,

BY OLIVIA MUNOZ

Associated Press Writer

FRESNO, Calif. — Before a deadly strain of E.
coli was found in packaged spinach, Robin
Boney ate it almost every day — in salads,
omelets and sauteed with dinner.

“I loved it. Still do. I'm not going to stop
eating spinach forever, but | haven't bought
bagged spinach since the E. coli,” said Boney,
54, of Clovis.

That lagging confidence has growers and
marketers scared the country’s estimated
$374 million spinach business will not
recover following the recent bacterial out-
break that killed three people and sickened
nearly 200 others.

Farmers in California, where three-quar-
ters of all domestically grown spinach is pro-
duced, could face up to $74 million in losses,
according to researchers with Western
Growers, a group that represents produce
farmers in California and Arizona.

The Salinas Valley, nicknamed “America’s
Salad Bowl,” will probably suffer the most,
said Dennis Donohue, head of the local
chamber of commerce. He estimates the
region’s $180 million spinach industry will
take a hit of about $60 million.

"We're worried. We expect the economic
consequences to be much more significant
than just spinach,” he said.

Consumers may shun other packaged
greens, he said, an industry that has grown
in recent years as convenience-minded
Americans looked for healthy food options.

Since the outbreak, Boney has bought
spinach from farmers’ markets, but she’s
leery of greens that are packaged or have
traveled too far, she said, looking over bins of
organic leafy greens at a Whole Foods in
Fresno this week. She skipped over the bulk
spinach where a display sign showed it was
grown in Santa Cruz County.

Federal food safety agents recalled bagged
spinach traced to a batch processed at the
San Juan Bautista plant of Natural Selection
Foods LLC, which packages spinach under
34 brand names including Dole, the brand
eaten by many of the sickened people.

Test results found the same strain of the
deadly E. coli bacteria in cow manure at a
cattle ranch near a Salinas Valley spinach
farm earlier this month, but it’s still unclear
how the pathogen traveled to the plants.

The Food and Drug Administration gave
spinach the all-clear on Sept. 29, but memo-
ries of the E. coli scare stick in the minds of
shoppers, said William E. Rice, a marketing

leafy stuff

professor at California State University,
Fresno.

“As soon as somebody dies, then you've
created something in people’s minds that'’s
very hard to overcome,” he said.

The first buyers to return will be spinach
lovers, but people who didn't eat the veg-
etable as much will be hesitant to take a
chance on it, he said.

Chef Jim Ritchie has seen the decline in
orders of his popular spinach pizza and had
to change his menu during the recall.

“People panic really easily. It's easy
for them to get scared off of something
and harder for them to come back to it,”
said Ritchie, who also owns Senses, a
Fresno restaurant that features mostly
organic fare.

He used organic spinach from
Earthbound Farm, a label produced by
Natural Selection, until the recall, he said.

Sales of salads packaged by Natural
Selection for such brands as Dole have
dropped 70 percent since the recall and
organic sales are down 10 percent, said
Samantha Cabaluna, a spokeswoman for
Natural Selection.

“Of course, we lost a lot. We were in the
eye of the hurricane,” she said.

The company has since adopted a prod-
uct-testing method in which samples are
taken from every load of greens and exam-
ined for E. coli and salmonella over an 18-
hour period before they are shipped,
Cabaluna said.

Several other products in the No. 1 agri-
cultural state faced recalls recently, some of
them voluntary. Producers of raw milk, car-
rot juice and lettuce destroyed some of their
products after some customers claimed they
suffered from E. coli and botulism.

While businesses at the end of the line for
spinach are seeing the effects of the spinach
recall, farmers readying for next season’s
crop are wondering how much to invest.

Growers in the Imperial Valley and Yuma,
Ariz. —where planting is gearing up for the
winter —are cutting back on planting by as
much as half, a sharp contrast to a recent
surge in spinach production mostly fueled
by growing demand for bagged greens.

Past recalls have shown that shoppers
rarely remember a brand or region, instead
taking it out on the whole industry, Rice
said.

“If history has anything to do with it,
items that were pulled off the shelves
because of disease will hurt in the long-
term,” he said.
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Pentagon robo-racers
miss the money round

BY ALICIA CHANG

AP Science Writer

LOS ANGELES — After Stanford University
won a Pentagon robot race through the
Mojave Desert last year, engineers and stu-
dents hoisted an oversized $2 million check
and poured bubbly champagne over their
unmanned Volkswagen SUV.

Next year’s winners won't be as rich.

The Pentagon’s research arm, which has
twice hosted the high-tech contests since 2004,
blames an obscure section in a defense spend-
ing law signed by President Bush this week.
The Defense Advanced Research Projects
Agency believes the law prevents the agency
from awarding the $2.7 million prize money.

So instead, DARPA will hand out shiny
trophies to the top three teams whose smart
vehicles can weave through congested city
traffic without human help.

“l promise that the trophies will be given
because I'll personally buy them myself”
Tony Tether, DARPAS director, told com-
petitors earlier this year.

The absence of a lucrative cash prize has
forced some teams to retool their game plan
and others to drop out. Some fear it would
be harder to attract corporate sponsors and
hurt media coverage of the race, which drew
a throng of reporters last year and inspired a
PBS documentary.

"The icing on the cake is gone,” said Ivar
Schoenmeyr, team leader of California-
based Team CyberRider, which is retrofitting
a Toyota Prius hybrid.

DARPA has sponsored the cash prize
competitions to spur development of smart
vehicles that could be used in the battlefield.
The agency, which was created during the
Cold War and is best known for research
that led to the Internet, is under a congres-
sional mandate to help cut casualties by hav-
ing a third of the military’s ground vehicles
unmanned by 2015.

Unlike previous races where robotic vehi-
cles had to conquer the rugged desert, next
year’s challenge will test how well they can
carry out a mock military supply mission
through bottlenecked traffic.

The contest — to be held in November
2007 in an unnamed Western state — will test
vehicles’ ability to navigate themselves
through city traffic, obey traffic laws and make
U-turns — all without causing an accident.

Last year, the 195 teams that applied had
to raise their own money. This year, 89 teams
entered, including 11 that received up to $1
million each by DARPA to participate. The
decision to fund some teams was independ-
ent of the prize loss.

At least one team that failed to receive
seed money dropped out. San Diego-based
AutoCommute, which raced last year under
another name, has been perfecting cameras
that can accurately sense lane markings. The
company in talks with several teams to sell
the technology.

“When you're trying to scrape together
money just to buy a sensor and another team
can just drop money to buy the same thing,
it’s hard to be competitive,” said team leader
Michael Vest.

Tether declined to be interviewed for this
article, but said in a statement that he was
pleased with the response from competitors.

“l never felt that people came for the
money in the first place, although | knew
they wouldn’t turn the prize money down,”
Tether said.

DARPAs inaugural race in 2004 was a
bust when all the contestants failed to com-

DARPA Urban Challenge:
http://www.darpa.mil/grandchallenge

plete the $1 million course. Last year’s win-
ner-take-all race produced five vehicles that
crossed the finish line, but only Stanford
won the $2 million check by zipping
through the 132-mile course in six hours
and 53 minutes.

"Having a prize money is a great addi-
tional motivator,” Stanford computer scien-
tist Sebastian Thrun said. “I’m sad to see that
lost, but that’s not going to affect my willing-
ness to compete.”

Some all-volunteer teams like CyberRider
are inviting computer whizzes worldwide to
share their computer algorithms, which tell a
vehicle how to react. It has turned to Wiki col-
laborative software to make sharing easier.
CyberRider, which lost half of its team mem-
bers partly because of the absent prize money,
said the communal style saves time and money.

“I'm not saying it will be successful, but
it's the only way we can participate with lim-
ited resources,” Schoenmeyr said.

DARPAs authority to hold cash prize
competitions is spelled out in a law that
expires in September 2007, two months
before the competition. Earlier this year,
Congress switched the authority from
DARPA to its boss, the Director of Defense
Engineering and Research. President Bush
signed the law this week.

DARPA said the change essentially strips
its power to dole out prize money. But con-
gressional aides countered that the change
actually expands the authority to other
defense agencies. Jenness Simler, a commit-
tee aide on the House Armed Services
Committee, said DARPA can still give out
cash prizes as long as it works with its boss.

Pentagon spokesman, Lt. Col. Brian
Maka, said the agencies are still working out
the details.

“We are not aware of a decision to not
award cash prizes,” Maka said in a statement.

Tether told a House Armed Services sub-
committee earlier this year that cash prizes
“attract publicity and inspire excitement”
and gives the little guys a chance to compete.

Groups are increasingly holding prize
competitions to spur innovation. For exam-
ple, the nonprofit X Prize Foundation hosted
a $10 million contest that led to the first pri-
vate manned spaceflight in 2004. Earlier this
month, the foundation dangled another $10
million to the first company that can process
the genomes of 100 people in 10 days. NASA
is funding the Centennial Challenges to solve
a range of space problems.

Some analysts said the absence of cash
prizes likely won't hurt DARPA, which has
built a cult following. Many teams have
evolved from garage tinkerers to savvy chal-
lengers, pairing up with corporate sponsors
to help offset costs and hiring public rela-
tions machines.

“l don't think it’s going to be a death
knell,” said Peter Singer, a senior fellow at the
Brookings Institution and author of the
upcoming book “Wired for War” about
robotics and warfare.

Famed robotics professor William “Red”
Whittaker of Carnegie Mellon University,
whose teams placed second and third last
year, said the whole thing is overblown.

“No one is dreaming of big bank
accounts or struck by lottery fever,” he said.
“People are out there to innovate.”
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Rodeo Promenade, anyone?
The daily procession of Rolls-Royces and Bentleys may soon come to an end on tony
Rodeo Drive.

Vehicles would be banned on part of Rodeo Drive under a proposal to create a prome-
nade.

The City Council will decide within a month whether to take the “drive” out of a block-
long section of Rodeo and create a pedestrian-only zone between Wilshire Boulevard and
Dayton Way.

Vice Mayor Jimmy Delshad said he wants to examine foot-traffic zones in cities “with
high-class areas” such as Paris and Cannes before proceeding.

Rodeo Drive promoter Fred Hayman said Rodeo would lose some of its luster if fancy
cars disappeared.

“Exotic cars are part of the attraction of California,” Hayman said.

“It'd be a nightmare,” said Gillian Cohen, a Rodeo regular who was shopping at Ralph
Lauren on Thursday. “I think it will have benches and bring homeless people around. They’ll
sit, and people will start playing music.”

Israelis share with LAX security

Israeli security experts gave Los Angeles International Airport officials advice on fortify-
ing the air field against terrorist attacks.

Security officials from the authority that operates Ben-Gurion International Airport
examined terminals, the air field and the perimeter during a 3 1/2-day tour of LAX. A pre-
liminary assessment of vulnerabilities was given local airport officials Thursday.

“They had a half-dozen suggestions; some of them are very low tech, some of them are
very high tech,” Airport Commission president Alan Rothenberg said.

Details weren’t disclosed for security reasons.

Rothenberg said some suggestions would be easy for the city’s airport agency to imple-
ment, but others would require Federal Aviation Administration and Department of
Homeland Security assistance.

Councilman Jack Weiss invited the delegation to Los Angeles after attending a homeland
security summit in Israel earlier this year.

Feds sniff out marijuana dispensary

Federal drug agents raided a medical marijuana dispensary.

Investigators suspect Green Cross director Rafael Chavez and his brother, Edward Chavez,
are common drug dealers, committing crimes including possession and distribution of mar-
ijuana, a Drug Enforcement Administration affidavit said.

DEA agents and local police officers descended on the Hawthorne Boulevard pot dispen-
sary Thursday afternoon.

“Though (Green Cross) purports to sell marijuana to individuals solely for medicinal rea-
sons, there is probable cause to believe that the location sells marijuana to individuals who
do not have any medical condition,” DEA Special Agent Joseph Bryson wrote in his affidavit.

There were no arrests.

Rafael Chavez said his co-op, which opened in April, was established to offer safe access
to marijuana for medical purposes.

“It’s legal in California, and I'm being harassed by federal agents,” he said.

California voters passed the Compassionate Use Act, Proposition 215, a decade ago. It
allowed doctors to recommend marijuana for specific medical ailments, including cancer,
anorexia, chronic pain and AIDS.

But possession and use of pot is illegal under federal law.

“We served a federal search warrant. Marijuana is a Schedule I controlled substance and
is illegal,” DEA spokeswoman Sarah Pullen said.

[llegal dump sounds Super

An illegal dump on the Torres Martinez Desert Cahuilla Indian reservation was declared
a Superfund site by the federal Environmental Protection Agency.

The EPA demanded cleanup of the site because of high levels of toxic chemicals, includ-
ing chromated copper arsenate from treated wood burned on the property.

The EPA sent the cleanup order Wednesday to George Auclair Jr., the tribal member who
maintains the 20-acre site on the reservation, authorities said.

EPA officials visited the site in June and found large piles of chemically treated wood in
the form of stakes used for grape vines, lead acid batteries, tires, clothing, used oil and appli-
ances, agency spokeswoman Letitia Moore said from San Francisco.

Last summer, about 90 percent of the material burned in a fire, creating an even greater
hazard, she said.

“He has a larger problem than he had before,” Moore said.

Under the EPA order, Moore said Auclair has five days to show he has resources to clean
up the site, 10 days to identify a work plan, put up fences and signs and two weeks to come
up with a removal plan.

The Superfund designation means the EPA will clean up the site and seek costs from
Auclair if he doesn’t contact the agency in five days, Moore said.

Torres Martinez tribal chairman Ray Torres said he welcomed the Superfund designation
and EPA action. Tribal officials have been in a dispute with individual members operating
illegal dumps on the reservation for years.
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for troops deep In debt

BY THOMAS WATKINS

Associated Press Writer

SAN DIEGO — Thousands of U.S. troops are
being barred from overseas duty because
they are so deep in debt they are considered
security risks, according to an Associated
Press review of military records.

The number of troops held back has
climbed dramatically in the past few years.
And while they appear to represent a very
small percentage of all U.S. military person-
nel, the increase is occurring at a time when
the armed forces are stretched thin by the
wars in Irag and Afghanistan.

“We are seeing an alarming trend in
degrading financial health,” said Navy Capt.
Mark D. Patton, commanding officer at San
Diego’s Naval Base Point Loma.

The Pentagon contends financial prob-
lems can distract personnel from their duties
or make them vulnerable to bribery and
treason. As a result, those who fall heavily
into debt can be stripped of the security
clearances they need to go overseas.

While the number of revoked clearances
has surged since the beginning of the Iraq
war, military officials say there is no evi-
dence that service members are deliberately
running up debts to stay out of harm’s way.

Officials also say the increase has not
undermined the military’s fighting ability,
though some say it has complicated the job
of assembling some of the units needed in
Irag or Afghanistan.

The problem is attributed to a lack of
financial smarts among recruits; reckless
spending among those exhilarated to make
it home alive from a tour of duty; and the
profusion of “payday lenders” — businesses
that allow military personnel to borrow
against their next paycheck at extremely
high interest rates.

The debt problems persist despite
crackdowns on payday lenders and the
financial counseling the Pentagon routine-
ly offers to the troops.

Data supplied to the AP by the Navy,
Marines and Air Force show that the num-
ber of clearances revoked for financial rea-
sons rose every year between 2002 and 2005,
climbing ninefold from 284 at the start of
the period to 2,654 last year. Partial numbers
from this year suggest the trend continues.

More than 6,300 troops in the three
branches lost their clearances during that
four-year period. Roughly 900,000 people
are serving in the three branches, though not
all need clearances.

The figures gathered by the AP represent
just a piece of problem, because the Army —
which employs an additional 500,000 people
and accounts for the vast majority of the
160,000 U.S. troops in Irag and Afghanistan
— rejected repeated requests over the past
month to supply its data, saying such infor-
mation is confidential.

At Point Loma, Patton said clearance rev-
ocations in key areas such as military police
forces have gotten so common that he often
looks for two sailors to fill a single posting.

Still, Patton said he had never heard of any-
one racking up bills to get out of combat.
“There are folks who find ways of avoiding

being deployed, as there always will be, but I've
never seen any do it through finances,” he said.

Security clearances are revoked when serv-
ice members’ debt payments amount to 30
percent to 40 percent of their salary. The exact
amount depends on the military branch.

There are three levels of clearance — con-
fidential, secret and top secret. Not all troops
need clearance. Marine infantrymen don't,
but some Marine specialists, such as those in
intelligence, do. So do many jobs in the Navy
and Air Force.

Financial problems are the overwhelming
reason security clearances are revoked.
Other reasons include criminal activity,
questionable allegiance and ill health.

A key reason the military revokes clear-
ances on financial grounds is the fear that
soldiers in debt might be tempted to sell
secrets or equipment to the enemy.

Also, “when they are over there fighting,
we like them to have their heads in the
game,” said Maj. Gen. Michael Lehnert,
commander of Marine Corps bases in the
western United States. “We like to have them
.. not worrying about whether or not they
are going to be able to make the mortgage
payment or car payment.”

Members of the brass also blame runaway
interest rates at payday lending businesses,
many of which are clustered outside bases
around the country. Several states have
cracked down on payday lending practices,
and on Tuesday, President Bush signed legis-
lation limiting how much these businesses
can charge military personnel.

Some personnel fall into debt upon
returning from combat.

“It can be hard to cut that sense of elation
and desire to live for the moment,” Lehnert
said. “Some tend to get themselves overex-
tended financially.”

Also, when they go to war, they get com-
bat pay, and none of their income is taxed.
That can lead them to overspend when they
come home.

Patton said that like other services, the Navy
offers zero-interest emergency loans. Also, mil-
itary personnel commonly take money-man-
agement classes as part of basic training.

“Every time we go in and do an indoc-
trination brief, there is instruction or
training in place to give them some of the
pitfalls of debt,” said Terry Harris, a per-
sonal finance educator at the Pensacola
Naval Air Station in Florida. “We do
inform them about the pitfalls of security
clearances being lost to that.”

The increase in finance-related revoca-
tions could actually be a good sign — it
could reflect greater awareness among the
troops, according to Chief Master Sgt.
Rodney J. McKinley, the Air Force’s highest-
ranking noncommissioned officer.

“We have a few more people coming for-
ward and saying, ‘Hey, I'm having some
financial difficulty and need help, versus
going down the other path where they keep
so quiet,” McKinley said.

Associated Press Writers Pauline Jelinek in
Washington, Melissa Nelson in Pensacola, Fla., and
Estes Thompson in Raleigh, N.C., contributed to
this report.
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ACLU seeks better conditions at LA prisons

BY ANDREW GLAZER

Associated Press Writer

LOS ANGELES — A federal judge said
Thursday he was troubled by reports of
overcrowding and filth at the processing
center for the nation’s largest county jail sys-
tem, but feared conditions were so pervasive
that an order to make changes would force
inmates into other strained facilities.

U.S. District Court Judge Dean D.
Pregerson, who has been presiding over a law-
suit challenging jail conditions, called
Thursday’s hearing. The American Civil
Liberties Union sought an injunction request-
ing Sheriff Lee Baca and county supervisors to
make immediate improvements.

Pregerson ended the nearly four-hour
hearing by saying he needed time to think
before issuing a ruling.

“l don't think it’s going to do me any
good, you any good, or citizens of the coun-
ty any good to issue an injunction that does-
n't do anything,” Pregerson said. “The prob-
lem is that the end of the pipeline is clogged.
The Men’s Central Jail is full”

Since mid-September, hundreds of
men were detained for up to four days at
the jail’s Inmate Reception Center “in
almost unspeakable conditions,” the
ACLU alleged in documents filed in fed-
eral court Wednesday.

Up to 60 men were kept in cells meant for
20 people as they awaited transfer to a per-

manent jail, the ACLU alleged. Some had to
take turns standing for hours at a time so
that others could have room to sit or sleep
on the floor.

Attorney David Lawrence, representing the
county, said the ACLU’s descriptions of the
processing center “have been grossly distorted.”

“While these declarations appear in
abstract to paint a picture of something dra-
conian, you have to read between the lines,”
Lawrence said.

Sheriff’s Capt. Timothy Cornell, who is in
charge of the Inmate Reception Center, said
there was little he could do to improve the
crowded conditions because the jail doesn’t
have enough space for new inmates.

Since Sept. 13 more than 1,000 inmates

Erin Brockovich sues California hospitals over

BY ROBERT JABLON

Associated Press Writer

LOS ANGELES — Erin Brockovich, the legal
crusader whose fame was spread by the Julia
Roberts film about her life, is suing some 30
California hospitals and nursing homes for
allegedly overbilling Medicare.

The lawsuits say the facilities improperly
billed Medicare millions of dollars to pay for
follow-up treatment of patients who were
the victims of neglect or medical mistakes,
although they list no specific examples of
abuse.

“They’re just going in and filing lawsuits
with no evidence that anybody’s been
harmed, no patients they can point to. It's a

fishing expedition,” California Hospital
Association spokeswoman Jan Emerson said
Thursday. “They’re doing it all over the
country.”

A message left for Brockovich’s assistant
on Thursday was not immediately returned.

A spokesman for one of the law firms han-
dling the suits said it is typical for specific
instances of wrongdoing to be spelled out later
when lawyers for both sides exchange documents
during a period of time known as “discovery.”

Brockovich, 46, gained fame with the
2000 movie “Erin Brockovich,” which told
how, as a legal assistant to attorney Ed
Masry, she helped win a $333-million settle-
ment on behalf of residents of the Mojave
Desert town of Hinckley who said Pacific

Gas & Electric tanks leaked cancer-causing
chemicals into their groundwater.

Her fame may help in the new cases,
University of San Diego law school professor
Shaun Martin said.

“You latch onto Erin Brockovich if noth-
ing else than because you want to have a
higher profile,” he told the Fresno Bee. “The
judge is less likely then to dismiss a lawsuit,
and you want a jury to be star-struck.”

The lawsuits include one filed in Fresno
County Superior Court against Community
Medical Centers, which runs Fresno’s
University Medical Center.

A call to Community Medical Centers
seeking comment was not immediately
returned Thursday.
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spent the night at the facility — exceeding the
“fairly constant” number of 500 to 900 inmates
per night, according to an ACLU jail monitor.

“Inmates are compelled to sleep on filth,
urine-stenched floors,” ACLU lawyer Mark
Rosenbaum said Thursday.

The ACLU was seeking an immediate
reduction in the number of inmates to
20 per holding cell, and that they receive
adequate food, water, sanitation and
medical care.

The preliminary injunction also seeks to
prohibit the county from holding any
inmates at the center for more than 24
hours. It would require the county to fund
a study looking into policies that will help
reduce the jail population.

Medicare bills

The suits were filed under federal law that
allows private citizens to sue on the govern-
ment’s behalf and collect a portion of any
money awarded.

They are being pursued by Los Angeles-
based Girardi & Keese along with Wilkes &
McHugh, a Tampa, Fla.-based law firm that
specializes in cases involving neglect or abuse
of the elderly at nursing homes or hospitals.

A call to attorney Thomas Girardi seeking
comment Thursday was not immediately
returned. Ken Connor, a Leesburg, Va.,
attorney serving as a spokesman for Wilkes
& McHugh, said the firm filed hundreds of
similar lawsuits against hospitals in other
states on behalf of plaintiffs other than
Brockovich.
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Home-buying downturn
drives up Western rents

BY MICHAEL LIEDTKE

AP Business Writer

SAN FRANCISCO — Apartment rents in
many of the West’s major markets are rising
at their fastest pace in years, driven by a
home-buying downturn that has empow-
ered landlords to demand more money.

As higher interest rates and eroding home
prices discourage prospective buyers, more
people are deciding to lease — a choice that
is filling up once-vacant apartment units
and lifting rents.

The San Francisco Bay area, where home
prices in September fell for the first time in
more than four years, epitomized the trend.

In Silicon Valley, for instance, the aver-
age September rent climbed by more than
10 percent from the prior year to $1,450,
according to data to be released Thursday
by RealFacts Inc., a Novato-based
research firm.

It marked the first double-digit increase
in the high-tech heartland since the early
stages of the dot-com bust in early 2001
when Santa Clara County’s average rent
peaked at $1,959.

Rents also shot up by 7.5 percent to a
September average of $1,443 in five other
Bay Area counties defined as the greater San
Francisco market.

Despite the Bay Area’s rapid run-up,
Southern California remained the West’s
most expensive place to rent an apartment,
according to RealFacts. The average rent in
Los Angeles and Orange counties climbed
7.4 percent to $1,546 while rents increased
7.6 percent to an average of $1,452 in
Ventura County.

The market conditions also have shifted
in favor of landlords in five other markets
where rents rose by at least 5 percent. They
were: San Bernardino and Riverside coun-
ties, up 6 percent to $1,129; Seattle, up 6.3
percent to $957; Las Vegas, up 5.7 percent to
$859; Phoenix, up 7.2 percent to $794; and
Portland, up 5.6 percent to $789.

Besides the recent weakness in home
sales, an improving job market and steadily
growing U.S. population that just surpassed
300 million also has fueled rental demand.

Rents declined in just two of the 20
Western markets surveyed by RealFacts.
They were: Colorado Springs, Colo., down
0.3 percent to $708; and Boise, Idaho, down

0.1 percent to $703.

Tucson, Ariz. offered the West’s lowest
apartment rents at $647, a 4.7 percent
increase from a year ago.

The rapidly rising rents in the Pacific
Northwest and Northern California repre-
sent a dramatic turnaround from recent
years when low mortgage rates and a sharp
run-up in housing prices fed a home-buy-
ing frenzy.

In Portland, for example, apartment rents
were increasing by less than 1 percent just a
year ago.

Silicon Valley also was hard hit by the
dot-com meltdown, which triggered a slump
that pushed the region’s average rent to a low
of $1,259 in June 2004.

RENTS ON THE RISE

Raising the roof

The Associated Press

A look at average rents in major Western
markets as of Sept. 30 and the percent
change from previous year:

Los Angeles/Orange counties: $1,546, 7.4
percent

Ventura County, Calif.: $1,452, 7.6 per-
cent

San Jose, Calif.: $1,450, 10.4 percent

San Francisco/Oakland: $1,443, 7.5 per-
cent

San Diego: $1,298, 3.8 percent
San Bernardino/Riverside
$1,129, 6.0 percent

Solano County, Calif.: $1,121, 4.2 percent
Seattle: $957, 6.3 percent

Sacramento, Calif.: $948, 2.6 percent

Las Vegas: $859, 5.7 percent

Denver: $856, 0.8 percent

Reno, Nev.: $845, 4.8 percent

Phoenix: $794, 7.2 percent

Portland: $789, 5.6 percent

Fresno, Calif.: $763, 3.4 percent
Colorado Springs, Colo.: $708, -0.3 per-
cent

Salt Lake City: $704, 4.6 percent

Boise, Idaho: $703, -0.1 percent
Albuquerque, N.M.: $680, 2.6 percent
Tucson, Ariz.: $647, 4.7 percent

counties:

Source: RealFacts Inc.
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Landmark Observatory
IS poised for Its close-up

BY JACOB ADELMAN

Associated Press Writer

LOS ANGELES — The landmark Griffith Observatory
overlooking the city from atop the Hollywood Hills is
about to re-emerge from a nearly five-year restoration
and renovation.

The $93 million project has restored the once-peeling
exterior of the triple-domed building to its original state,
updated its exhibits and doubled floor space by adding an
underground level.

“It was a world-class facility when it was opened in 1935
— it now is again in the 21st century,” Mayor Antonio
Villaraigosa said at a recent press conference announcing the
observatory’s Nov. 3 reopening.

The observatory has provided a backdrop for many
movies, hosted generations of school groups and drawn
crowds of star-gazers for celestial events. It closed in January
2002 for repair of decades of wear and tear.

Designers also sought to modernize and expand the
observatory and its exhibits without changing the way it
looks from the outside. Work was also done on tile work,
murals and other decorative flourishes in the building.

The Zeiss telescope in the eastern dome is the same
instrument that the estate of the observatory’s original bene-
factor, silver and real-estate magnate Griffith J. Griffith,
bequeathed to the city some 70 years ago.

“More people have looked into that telescope than any other
telescope in the world,” observatory director E.C. Krupp said.

The solar telescope, or coelostat, in the western dome,
meanwhile, funnels sunlight into the same vintage instru-
ments that generations have used to safely view the sun’s
fiery surface up close.

The Foucault pendulum still swings in the center of the
building beneath restored neoclassical murals by Hugo
Ballin, and a bust of the late actor James Dean remains on
the observatory’s grounds, where part of “Rebel Without a
Cause” was filmed.

But the observatory building, which was expanded by
40,000 square feet, also has plenty of new attractions. They
include scale models of planets (including recently demoted
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Pluto) that hang in the bunker-like underground level, and
exhibits on tides, optics, electricity and other natural phe-
nomena line the corridors.

The projector that throws stars and planets onto the plan-
etarium’s domed ceiling has also been replaced with a newer
model that can more accurately replicate the heavens.

The combination of old and new embodied in the reno-
vated observatory continues Griffith J. Griffith’s mission of
helping people understand their place in the world through
a knowledge in the stars, Krupp said.

“He said, ‘If all mankind could look through that tele-
scope, it would change the world," Krupp said.

Some 7,000 people are expected to visit the observato-
ry when it reopens next month. Visitors are required to
make online reservations before visiting and must ride a
shuttle bus between offsite parking lots and the observa-
tory grounds.

IF YOU GO...

GRIFFITH OBSERVATORY: Opening Nov. 3 in Los Angeles.
Admission is by reserved, timed-entry tickets only. No drive-
up access; guests arrive by shuttle bus.

TICKETS: http://www.griffithobservatory.org or 888-
695-0888 (8 a.m.-6 p.m., Pacific time). Beginning Oct.
30, reservations also may be made in person at the
Griffith Observatory Satellite (4800 Western Heritage
Way, next to the Los Angeles Zoo and Botanical Gardens
in Griffith Park). Reservations fee: Adults, $8; children
5-12, $4; children 4 and under, free. Tours offered
Tuesday-Friday, noon-10 p.m., and Saturdays and
Sundays, 10 a.m.-10 p.m.

GETTING THERE: Park your car at the Hollywood &
Highland entertainment complex in Hollywood and take
a shuttle bus from Orange Court, the circular bus drive-
way on Orange Drive just north of Hollywood
Boulevard, or park at the Griffith Observatory Satellite
and take a bus from there.

HIKERS AND BIKERS: A limited number of free,
timed-entry reservations will become available 48 hours
in advance for hikers and cyclists who want to visit the
observatory the next day.
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GOP candidate Is tied
to threatening letters

BY PETER PRENGAMAN

Associated Press Writer

GARDEN GROVE, Calif. — State investigators
on Friday searched an office of a Republican
congressional candidate whose campaign
mailed thousands of intimidating letters to
Hispanic immigrant voters.

About 10  uniformed  California
Department of Justice agents arrived with a
search warrant and could be seen opening cab-
inets, scouring desks and packing up a comput-
er inside the storefront campaign office of Tan
D. Nguyen, a Vietnamese immigrant trying to
unseat a popular Democratic incumbent.

Nguyen has acknowledged that his cam-
paign sent the letter, which wrongly said immi-
grants could be jailed if they voted. He blamed
a campaign worker he said he has fired.

Nguyen has resisted calls from leaders in his
own party to quit the race, saying he did not
approve the letter and did not know about it.

State and federal officials have been
investigating the mailing for possible viola-
tions of election or civil rights law.

“We're aggressively pursuing our investi-
gation to determine exactly who is responsi-
ble for the letter,” Nathan Barankin,

spokesman for the state attorney general’s
office, said Friday.

Nguyen was not in the Garden Grove
office when agents arrived, but a volunteer
said he planned to return for a mid-after-
noon news conference.

County Republican Chairman Scott
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828-2233

For free rides, go to www.santamonicataxi.com/free

Baugh said Thursday that after speaking
with state investigators and the company
that distributed the “obnoxious and repre-
hensible” mailer, he concluded that Nguyen
was personally involved.

He said the party’s executive committee
voted unanimously to urge Nguyen to drop
out of the race against Democratic Rep.
Loretta Sanchez.

The letter, written in Spanish, was mailed
to an estimated 14,000 Democratic voters in
central Orange County. It warns, “You are
advised that if your residence in this country
is illegal or you are an immigrant, voting in
a federal election is a crime that could result
in jail time.”

In fact, immigrants who are adult natu-
ralized citizens are eligible to vote.

Investigators met with Nguyen for two
hours Thursday, said his attorney David
Wiechert. “He would do the public a disserv-
ice if he dropped out,” Wiechert said.

Near Garden Grove in Santa Ana,
Hispanic and Vietnamese leaders condemned
the letter and said it should not become a
wedge that drives their communities apart.
They urged the secretary of state to send a let-
ter to homes that received the mailing to clear
up any questions about voter rights.

“This letter reminds us of what we were
running away from in Vietnam, where
people can't vote the way they want,” said
Xuyen Dong, who heads the Orange
County chapter of the Vietnamese
Professional Society.

Along state’s cheese trall,
artisans opening their doors
to some gourmet aficionados

BY LISA RATHKE

Associated Press Writer

GRANVILLE, Vt. — The biggest investment
Daniel Hewitt made on his sheep farm was a
cheese plant that features a tasting room
with a view — visitors can watch the art of
cheesemaking while sampling his European-
style tommes and blue cheeses.

Hewitt’s Three Owls Farm is located in the
heart of the Vermont cheese trail, where arti-
san cheesemakers welcome visitors to their
dairy farms in hopes of educating customers
about their craft and drumming up business.

“It’s important having people know
where their food and local cheeses are
coming from,” Hewitt said. “The more
educated people become about their
sources of food, the more likely we’ll get
good food, | believe.”

Visitors drop in from Boston, Quebec
and New York. Some have downloaded the
cheese trail map from the Internet; others
wander in. When they time it right, they get
to see cheesemaking. Other days, they can
see the animals and sample the cheeses.

At Three Owls Farm, visitors can pay $250
to be a cheesemaker for a day — a hands-on
experience that includes milking the sheep.

“There’s nothing like tasting the prod-
ucts, to sell people on them,” said Jonathan
Wright, of Taylor Farm in Londonderry.
“This is one place where people can really
come and see the process of cheese making,

they can see the animals, they can make the
real connection to how these products are
produced.”

Before the cheesemakers developed the
trail, Vermont already was on the map in the
cheese world.

The state has the highest number of
cheesemakers per capita, said Catherine
Donnelly, co-director of the Vermont
Institute of Artisan Cheese in Burlington.

They produce more than 100 kinds of
soft and aged hard cheeses using milk from
cows, goats, sheep and water buffalos.

Most are made from raw milk rather than
pasteurized milk, which cheesemakers say is
more flavorful. And from farm to farm, the
flavors and textures vary like wine.

“Taste can be altered by the temperature
of the room in which you're working, the
size of the holes in the mold in which you
drain the cheeses, just the bacteria that are in
the milk from your farm,” Hewitt said.

That flavor earned Cabot Clothbound
Cheddar — produced by Cabot Creamery
and Jasper Hill Farm in Greensboro — best
in show at the American Cheese Society’s
annual competition in July.

Zabar’s, the famed New York food empo-
rium, sells maple smoked gouda from Taylor
Farm, cheddars from Cabot and Grafton
Village Cheese Company, and a variety of
cheeses from Blythedale Farm in Corinth
and the Vermont Butter & Cheese Company
in Websterville.
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A New Shop inTown!

Overwhelmed, confused... just plain bored when It comes to
shopping at local bike stores?

Do you want friendly service that will actually listen to you, a
broad selection of merchandise on the floor and in stock, all in
a contemporary shopping environment?

It's here, come see the new cycling store
everyone is talking about!
I;- - - --\I
Grand Opening Specials!
10 to 20% OFF All 2006 Bikes!

b i

Visit our huge state-of-the-art retail experience,
We have something for the entire family — from
Road, Mountain, to Comfort bikes, plus Kids bikes.
Qur personalized expert service and convenient
parking make shopping that much easier.

el AR

2300 Santa Monica Blvd. Santa Monica, Ca 90404
Convenient parking. Store Hours: Mon-Fri 10-7, 5at 9-6, S5un 10-5

Give us a call. 310 857-1500. Or go online cynergycycles.com

LCOMPOST

and make a difference in your own bhackyard!

City of Santa Monica Solid Waste
Management Division and Los Angeles
County Department of Public Works
Offer Free Composting Workshop.

e Improve the health and water retention of
@‘ your soils.
) ¢ Recycle yard waste and kitchen scraps and
reduce the impact of waste hauling.
Santa Meniea” o Purchase composting and worm bins at
reduced rates.

|PUBLIC WORKS|

Saturday, October 28, 2006

9:00-11:00 a.m.

The Patio at Virginia Avenue Park
2200 Virginia Avenue, Santa Monica

RSVP: 310.458.8546

or e-mail: wes.thompson@smgov.net

‘Metronatural’: A city
motto or nudist camp?

BY GENE JOHNSON

Associated Press Writer

SEATTLE — When Washington state
announced its new tourism slogan —
“SayWA” — last spring, Pike Place Market
vendor Kenny Telesco was willing to give it a
chance.

He practiced saying it with “jazz hands”
and asked tourists to “SayWA” as they posed
for photos. But he’s not sure he can stomach
Seattle’s new tourism slogan, unveiled Friday
in 18-foot-tall letters atop the Space Needle:
“metronatural.”

“How do you use that in a sentence?”
Telesco asked. “"Welcome to
Metronatural.’ ... It's an airport where you
can buy organic bananas.”

Others suggested “metronatural” evoked
an urban nudist camp, and started speculat-
ing about whether it would last longer than
the widely panned “SayWA,” which the state
dropped recently because it failed to catch on.

“Metronatural” is the result of a 16-
month, $200,000 effort by Seattle’s
Convention and Visitors Bureau, which
included 60 people from the bureau, the
mayor’s office and businesses. The bureau
plans to spend $300,000 marketing the slo-
gan, er, “destination brand position,” which
was developed by a local marketing firm
called Exclaim. The advertising will largely
be targeted at generating business for the
Washington Convention and Trade Center.

“Seattle offers the best of both worlds,”
Don Welsh, the bureau’s president, said in a
news release. “We have a vibrant urban cen-
ter surrounded by pristine wilderness and
outdoor recreation.”

The idea of “metronatural” was to cap-
ture that, Welsh said, adding that so far, feed-
back has been overwhelmingly positive. He
said some people might not get it if they’re
simply told what the slogan is, but once they
see it on photographs of the city, Puget
Sound or the Cascades, it really resonates.

A sampling of vendors and tourists at Pike
Place Market, one of the city’s premier

I\ ontener

http://www.metronatural.com/

attractions, suggested the photos could prob-
ably stand on their own: Seattle is beautiful
and vibrant enough that it doesn’t need a slo-
gan, several said, let alone one that plays on
that buzzword of yesteryear “metrosexual.”

That’s the approach that Vancouver,
British Columbia, took when it updated its
tourism marketing. Instead of having a tag
line, advertisements simply say “Tourism
Vancouver,” with a large “V” styled to resem-
ble an Olympic medal hanging from an ath-
lete’s neck.

It was Vancouver’s decision to update its
slogan that prompted Seattle to follow suit.

Seattle’s seldom-seen old slogan, devel-
oped in 1999, was a picture of an eye, an “at”
symbol and the letter L: “See-At-L.” And yet,
tourists came.

In fact, a look at the city’s tourism indus-
try would seem to suggest that it's been
doing fine without “metronatural.” A record
9.1 million people visited Seattle last year,
according to the Convention and Visitors
Bureau. The cruise port is bustling, and the
convention center drew nearly 400,000 peo-
ple last year.

“Metro” and “natural” are “not two words
that impress me as words that are going to
stick out in someone’s mind, like you want a
slogan to stick out in someone’s mind,” said
John Silas, a 30-year market veteran who
makes and sells hardwood cribbage boards.
“The idea feels sterile and commercial and
it's lacking the heart of Seattle.”

“The only thing ‘metro’ about John is
how he gets to work in the morning,” offered
a nearby vendor, referring to the King
County Metro bus system.

Former Seattle Monorail advocate Dick
Falkenberry, a tour guide, said Friday he had
heard all about the new slogan.

“It’s ‘SayWA. No, wait, it’s worse than
‘SayWA," he said. “It’s ‘urban-metro."

Close enough.

N.M. airport transformed with
rocket displays for X-Prize Cup

By the Associated Press

LAS CRUCES, N.M. — The city’s internation-
al airport has been transformed, with rock-
ets and spaceships going on display as the X
Prize Cup brings space-related businesses
and would-be space tourists for a two-day
festival that opens Friday.
“It’s very hectic in a good way, and there’s
a lot going on,” said Josh Neubert, X Prize
community and events coordinator.
Organizers were conducting dry runs of
exhibits and making sure everything is ready
to broadcast the event on the Internet. The
annual exposition of the growing commer-
cial space industry runs Friday and Saturday.
This year’s event will include high-pow-
ered rocket launches, the unveiling of the
Rocket Racing League’s developmental racer,
static engine test firings, flyovers by the T-38
astronaut trainer and “a variety of other rock-
et surprises in the air and on the ground.”
Starchaser Industries, a British rocket
manufacturer that has opened an office out-
side Las Cruces, had its three-person
Thunderstar space capsule loaded onto a

transport truck Wednesday and displayed
around town on its way to the airport.

Business owners said all the space-related
activity is paying dividends.

“I'm here because | like airplanes and
spacecraft,” said Tom Hutchinson, owner of
the famed La Posta Restaurant in Mesilla.

He also said a week’s worth of space
events is indicative of the kind of economic
impact the proposed spaceport could have
on southern New Mexico.

“I think everybody in the service sector
sees a little bit of a bump in their service
activity,” Hutchinson said.

As a warmup to the X Prize Cup, the
International Symposium for Personal
Spaceflight wrapped up its two-day run.

Spaceport America officials offered an
update on the status of the $225 million
project that will be built in Sierra County,
about 45 miles north of Las Cruces.

New Mexico Spaceport Authority
Executive Director Lonnie Sumpter said the
project is about a year away from obtaining
a license from the Federal Aviation
Administration.
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BY MELODY HANATANI
Daily Press Staff Writer

MID-CITY — Birds seem to love to do their
business here.

For the past few years, the Santa Monica-
Malibu Unified School District’s Transpor-
tation Facility has been under aerial assault
— bird droppings that is.

On Thursday, the school board waged a
war of its own on birds, awarding a $56,642
bid to Karcher Environmental Inc. for “the
remediation of Avian Fecal Matter.”

Apparently, the district has tired of serv-
ing as a target.

“The transportation office has become
overrun with pigeons and seagulls, and it’s a
safety hazard because the droppings are
where people have to be” said
Superintendent Dianne Talarico on Friday.

The problem concerns an open-aired
repair shop where birds, specifically pigeons,

Fabian Lewkowicz/Daily Press

have been nesting at the facility on 19th
Street and Olympic Boulevard.

“It's been off and on for a couple of
years,” said Director of Transportation Neal
Abramson. “It’s gotten bad this year.”

Abramson said the problem has died
down over the past few months and said the
birds tend to attack during spring and sum-
mer when they are nesting eggs. The facili-
ty has managed to steer clear this past week.

Due to the high volume of bird drop-
pings, Abramson said the staff finds itself
constantly cleaning during the peak season.

Karcher is expected to install netting to pre-
vent the bird droppings. The timeline for the
installation has yet to be determined, but will be
performed after work hours and on weekends.

Other measures have been taken in the
past to scare away the bhirds, including the
installation of spikes on top of the building.

“Those don’'t always work,” Abramson
said. “Those pigeons are pretty smart.”

7428 MELROSE AVE, LA, CA

Wasteland

...it’s all your costume needs.

1664 HAIGHT STREET, SF, CA

Costumes for
the People

Sexy Uniforms
Outrageous Wigs
Gorgeous Vintage
Bees, Angels
Fairies, Bugs
Witches, Demons
Cops 'n Thugs.
Find All Your
Costume Needs Ar

The Wasteland.

1318 4TH STRERE, SM, CA

ORGANIC FARE -« FRESH PRODINCE - BULK FOODS « DEILL
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Owned By Our Members
Committed to Our Community

OCTOBER

EEEDD -T-l

- Lots of businesses talk about growing their
communities. For cooperatives, it’s not just talk.
It’s what we’re all about.

We’re owned by our members, and our mission

is to serve and nurture them and the
communities in which they live, work and shop.

We're in it for the long haul ... strengthening

communities through jobs, service and
community involvement.

0- OPPN’Y

Santa Monica's Co-operative Natural Grocer

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
" T A.ML- 10 PV
1525 BROADWAY
1GTII & BROADWAY)
SANTA MONICA
310-451-8902
WWW.COOPPORTUNITY.COM




Santa Wonica Daily Press

16

WEEKEND EDITION, OCTOBER 21-22, 2006

A newspaper with issues

MARKET CRASH TIMELINE
kgt

July 16, 2003:

George Russell Weller, 86, drives
through the Farmers’ Market on
Arizona Avenue with his Buick
LeSabre, kiling 10 people and
injuring 63.

December, 2003:
The 914-page accident report is
released to the public.

Jan. 5, 2004:

Weller is charged with 10 counts
vehicular manslaughter with gross
negligence.

Jan. 6, 2004:
Weller pleads not guilty to all
charges.

Jan. 13, 2004:
Weller turns himself in to police.

Jan. 14, 2004:

A civil lawsuit is filed against City
Hall and Bayside District Corp.,
claiming that the deadly crash
could have been prevented with
the installation of metal barriers.

Oct. 25, 2004:
Preliminary hearings in the crimi-
nal trial begin.

Nov. 3, 2004:
Weller is ordered to stand trial.

March 29, 2006:

Judge Valerie Baker orders six of
the 36 civil cases to go to trial
because of the advanced age
and/or deteriorating health of the
plaintiffs.

May 22, 2006:

The civil trial against Weller is
postponed until 90 days after the
conclusion of the criminal trial.

Sept. 1, 2006:
Jury selection begins in the crimi-
nal trial of Weller.

Sept. 12, 2006:
Criminal trial begins.

Oct. 5, 2006:
Closing arguments are heard. The
criminal trial is sent to the jury.

Oct. 20, 2006:

After nine days of deliberation, a
jury convicts Weller, now 89, of
10 counts vehicular manslaughter
with gross negligence. He faces
up to 18 years in prison.

Oct. 27, 2006:
Hearing to decide sentencing date
for Weller.

eller found guilty

SENTENCING: Sources believe prosecution won't seek jail time for Weller

WELLER VERDICT, from page 1

decide the length of the punishment
after hearing from family members
of the victims, supporters of Weller
and the District Attorney’s Office.

A date for the hearing will be
established on Oct. 27.

Weller — who was 86 at the time
of the July 16, 2003 crash — was not
present in the courtroom on Friday
when the verdict was read, and had
been absent for the duration of the
trial because of failing health. He will
remain free on his own recognizance
until sentencing, when he must
return to the courtroom.

Various sources, including mem-
bers of Weller’s defense team, said
the prosecution is not seeking prison
time for the retired food broker.
District Attorney Ann Ambrose
would neither confirm nor deny that
any discussion of a sentence had
taken place.

“The decision will be in the hands
of Judge Johnson,” said Ambrose,
who prosecuted the case. “We are
obviously pleased about the out-
come of this case. We have felt very
strongly over the last three years that
this was a case that needed to be
aired in a public forum and that
members of the community needed
to hear the case, evaluate the evi-
dence and make a decision.”

The verdict surprised Weller’s
defense attorneys, who maintained
throughout the trial — which lasted
more than a month — that Weller’s
actions were the result of “pedal
error” They argued that Weller was
subject to the rare phenomenon,
mistakenly pressing the brake
instead of the gas pedal following a
fender-bender with another vehicle.

Defense attorney Mark Overland
— visibly disappointed and frustrat-
ed with the outcome of the case —
said emotions may have played a role
in the jury’s decision. Jurors who
addressed the media after the verdict
was read, however, maintained they
were instructed not to empathize
with either side.

“l think it's a very emotional case
in the sense that you have 10 inno-
cent people that were out for an
afternoon at a farmers’ market —
people can identify with that and all
of a sudden they’re dead,” Overland
said. “One of the victims was a 3-
month-old child, another was 3 years

See WELLER VERDICT, page 19

File photos
SCENES FROM A TRAGEDY: On July 16, 2003, George Russell Weller drove his Buick LeSabre (at top) through a crowd-
ed Farmer’s Market, leaving behind evidence of widespread carnage and fatalities in downtown Santa Monica.

A healing Santa Monica reacts to Weller verdict

BY MELODY HANATANI
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITYWIDE — The day when George
Russell Weller plowed his car
through the Farmers’ Market on
Arizona Avenue more than three
years ago is still crystal clear in Vince
Garcia’s mind.

Immediately after the deadly July

16, 2003 crash, a crowd of frantic
people burst into Western Spirit, a
store specializing in western wear
that Garcia manages on Third Street.
People were screaming for Garcia to
call 9-1-1. A vehicle had just driven
into the nearby Farmer’s Market,
located just a few yards from the
store, killing 10 people and injuring
more than 60 others.

On Friday, just hours after a jury
found Weller guilty on all 10 counts
of vehicular manslaughter, possibly
sending him to prison for up to 18
years, Garcia said he was pleased
with the verdict. He hoped it would
send a clear message that regardless
of age, those who commit a crime
will be punished.

Weller, who was 86 years old at

the time of the crash, is now 89 and
in ailing health.

Reaction to the verdict in Santa
Monica ranged from disbelief to sat-
isfaction. Some could not believe
that a jury would find an elderly man
in the final stages of his life guilty of
a crime that many thought was a

See REACTION, page 20
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e Infiniti of SANTA MONICA

e

INFINITI #1 Infiniti Dealership West of the Mississippi*

*Based on focts & figures from Infiniti Western Region

No Reasonable Offer Refused!

EEASE EVENT

HUGE SELECTION = FANTASTIC SERVICE = GREAT VALUE

1.95% iisumaaumsis » 2006 Infinit G35 COUPES

NEW 2006 INFINITI G5 SEDANS

Model #g90516
. : 5ATTHIS § 299 per mo.
Automatic LEASE s

* Leath
. P?:mii; Package 24 MONTH LEASE _
ON APPROVED CREDIT {1;

%2995 due at lease signing; plus tax, license, bank acquisition fee and first payment. No security deposit
required, Lessee responsible at lease end for mileage over 12,000 miles per year at 20¢ per mile over,

NEW 2006 INFINITI G35 COUPES

: - e Model #99216
: B, 2 * Automatic * Leather
'““'- \ LEASE S 3 2 9 o * Premium Pkg.
0 12 MONTH LEASE * Tire & Wheel Fkg-
-___: .....--"* 0" APPROVED CREan (Vin #715965, Vin #711903)

$1,450 due at lease signing; plus tax, license, bank acquisition fee and first payment. No security deposit
required. Lessee responsible at lease end for mileage over 12,000 miles per year at 20¢ per mile over,

NEW 2007 INFINITI M35 SEDANS

Model #98117
: fl;.rATS}‘:EIS s 5 99 i i 2007 M35’S & M4s'S
! HERE NOW & IN STOCK!

21 MONTH LEASE
ON APPROVED CREDIT (Vin #301505, Vin #300273)

51,250 due at lease signing; plus tax, license, bank acgquisition fee and first payment. No security deposit
required. Lessee responsible at lease end for mileage over 12,000 miles per year at 20¢ per mile over,

NEW 2006 INFINITI QX56 2WD’S

Model #86216 AT TS s rermo.

* Automatic LEASE e

* Moonroof 39 MONTH LEASE . :‘ o
ON APPROVED CREDIT Q - ;(%

D'f'n #801927, %0 due at lease signing; plus tax, license, bank acquisition fee and first payment. No security deposit
Vin #801476) required. Lessee responsible at lease end for mileage over 10,000 miles per year at 2o¢ per mile over.

-Sa_!es___!gewice BSelection BGreat Value
INEINIEROESANIFA MONICA
1-866-507-7253 www.infinitiofsantamonica.com

900 Santa Monica Boulevard

All vehicles subject to prior sale plus government fees and taxes, any finance charges, dealer document preparation charge, and any emission testing charge. OHers good through Sunday, 10/22/06.
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Nicely equipped, under $20,000° The all-new 2006 Sonata

H7UnDar sy Jf &2 Hvunoa
CHALLENGE mweedill  Santa Monica

on Santa Monica”

TheHyundaiChallenge.com Lacarcuyv.com 1100 Santa Monica Blvd (866)309-6705

America’s Best Warranty™ 3.3-liter 235-horsepower V6 ‘ Electronic Stability Control, standard
10-Year/100,000-Mile Powertrain Protection Anti-lock brakes, standard | Double-wishbone front suspension, standard

5-Year/60,000-Mile Bumper-to-Bumper Coverage

5-Year/Unlimited Miles 24-hr. Roadside Assistance H . HYLI n D HI

HyundaiUSA.com Drive your way™
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Weller defense vows
to appeal jury verdict

WELLER VERDICT, from page 16

old. They showed very graphic photographs
of these individuals.”

Overland vowed to appeal the case and
said he was confident his client would be
exonerated, insisting there was “no evidence
of gross negligence as the law defines it.”

“This verdict will not hold up on appeal,”
Overland said.

THE FLIP SIDE

Ambrose argued that Weller tried to flee
the scene of an accident just prior to enter-
ing the market on Arizona Avenue, and had
several chances to stop his 1992 Buick
LaSabre by steering it towards parked trucks
instead of “soft targets,” like pedestrians.

“Clearly, anyone who makes the deci-
sion to get behind the wheel of a car has to
take responsibility for their actions once
they are behind the wheel of a car, and
that includes Mr. Weller,” Ambrose said.
“It has been our position from the begin-
ning that no matter if you are 16 or 86,
you make the decision to get behind the
wheel of a car, you have a duty of care. If
you violate that duty of care, you will be
held responsible for your actions.”

It took the jury — comprised of four
women and eight men — nearly three weeks
to return with a verdict. Jurors received the
case Friday, Oct. 6.

Along with testimony from more than
50 witnesses, jurors had scores of exhibits
to evaluate, including complex reports on
the accident by law enforcement and a
telling videotape of Weller being inter-
viewed by the Santa Monica Police
Department hours after the crash.

Jurors also had to review gruesome pho-
tographs of the broken and bloodied bodies
of the victims, as well as testimony from
expert witnesses called by the defense to
support their claim of pedal error.

Some jurors struggled with the defini-
tion of gross negligence, with at least four
leaning towards the lesser charge of
vehicular manslaughter with negligence,
a misdemeanor.

Negligence can be generally defined as
the failure to exercise the degree of care that
would be exercised by a reasonably prudent
person under like circumstances. The term
“gross negligence” is the failure to use even
the slightest amount of care in a way that
shows recklessness or willful disregard for
the safety of others, as if the person respon-
sible was intent on causing harm.

“There were 10 bodies, so it wasn’t
really so much about whether he was
guilty or not,” said juror George
Grenados. “It was just a matter of under-
standing the difference between ordinary
negligence and gross negligence.”

Grenados, 48, and four other jurors inter-
viewed following the verdict said Weller’s
advanced age did not factor into their deci-
sion to convict him on all 10 counts.

“We all put ourselves in the situation, and
probably the older you are, it will take a little
more time to react, naturally,” said juror
Yolanda Hernandez, 54, of Montebello. “But
| felt he had time to react and make better
choices than the ones he did.”

Several jurors said Friday that the video-

taped interview with Weller was a key piece
of evidence, as it showed a man that seemed
angry, annoyed and callous — not caring
that he had just killed 10 people and wound-
ed 68 others. They claim the video support-
ed statements by two witnesses who said
Weller was overheard just minutes after the
crash saying, “If they saw me coming, they
should have gotten out of my way.”

“Actually, it came out like he had anger,
but at one time also it indicated that he was
trying very hard to stop the vehicle”
Hernandez said. “I have no idea what hap-
pened on that day, but anger could have
been a factor.”

Jurors saw statements from at least 100
supporters of Weller who said he was an
exemplary man who donated his free time to
mentoring young adults. Some jurors
believed Weller was a “good citizen,” howev-
er, his conduct before the crash did not
absolve him.

“He’s a human being and Mr. Weller is a
very good citizen, you know, at his age, but it
doesn’t really affect him at all,” said juror
Simon Magtivay, of Santa Monica. “This
really is about the prosecution’s side that 10
people were dead and 68 people were
injured. You have to balance those.”

MEDIA FRENZY

Interest in the Farmers’ Market trial was
intense, with several local news outlets fol-
lowing it throughout. For some jurors, the
outside attention proved a challenge, under
orders not to watch or read news reports
about the case or discuss it with family and
friends. Indeed, one juror had to be excused
by Judge Johnson after the Santa Monica
resident raised concerns about his ability to
remain impartial after overhearing people
talking about the case while he and his wife
sipped coffee on Main Street.

Judge Johnson thanked the jurors for
their service.

“You all were very attentive and listened
carefully to the evidence,” the judge said.
“You are the tops. In all the trials I've had,
you were the most punctual jury.”

While some questioned the defense
team’s decision to not have Weller testify, nor
even attend the trial, Overland said he had
no regrets about the case he and his col-
leagues presented.

“I think we did the right thing. There were
reasons for it and we stand by those reasons,”
Overland said. “We wouldn't change any-
thing with the trial ... The thought of a plea
bargain never came to mind.”

Since the accident, Weller’s health has
deteriorated to the point that Overland
seemed unsure the 89-year-old would even
comprehend the verdict. Once a gregarious,
community-oriented person who used his
free time to tutor students during retire-
ment, Weller has since become a recluse who
rarely leaves his home.

“His life has never been the same since
(the accident),” Overland said. “We had over
100 people who spoke on his behalf, telling
how wonderful and how much of an influ-
ence this man was to them in their lives ... It’s
unfortunate and tragic that this is how he is
going to be remembered — for 20 seconds of
his life rather than all the good he has done
in close to his 90 years.”

INTERESTED IN ADVERTISING IN THE ONLY LOCAL DAILY PAPER IN SANTA MONICA?
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MCK of Termites?

* No Teniin§
» No Spot Treatment
+ Superior Warranty!
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Time to call CVA.

THE THOROUGH TENTING ALTERNATIVE

PARTNER YOGA, ACROBATICS, THAI MASSAGE

GET YOUR GROOYE ON BOSTON STYLE

——

September 24, 2006
2:00-5:00pm Cost 540

October 13, 2006
&:00-8:00pm  Cost 520
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FOUR DAY INTENSIVE:

S EMBRACE YOUR PAST, CREATE YOUR FUTURE, BE HERE NOW
with GIANNA CAROTENUTO

Designed for all levels of students interested in

|

exploring their deeper relationship to self.

October 19-22, 2006

(Th-F} &:30-8:30am (Sat-5un) 7:30-9:30am Cost: 575

NEW LOCATION

Forrest Yoga Instituta
A Circle of Healing and Yoga

1430 Olympic Blvd,, 2nd Floor, Santa Monica, CA 30404
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310.581 8900  www. forrestyoga.com
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TELL SANTA MONICA WHAT YOU THINK!
WRITE A LETTER TO THE EDITOR

EMAIL TO: EDITOR@SMDP.COM OR FAX TO (310) 576-9913
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MUSICAL PERFORMANCES

Applications are due no later than:
5:00 P.M. on Tuesday, October 31, 2006.

For more information contact:

Jodi Low, Farmers' Market Manager
t: (310) 458-8712 X5

f: (310) 393-1279

1.0 Introduction and Project Description

located at 2640 Main Street.,
Performance Term

2007.

Performance Rate
performance fee of $125.00.
Merchandise Sales / Tips

by hand to:

Attn: Farmers’ Market RFQ

City of Santa Monica, Farmers’ Market Division
200 Santa Monica Pier, Ste F

Santa Monica, CA 90401

Faxed applications will not be accepted.

Non-Discrimination/Equal Opportunity

Agreement.

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATION (RFQ) SUNDAY, MAIN STREET FARMERS’ MARKET

The City of Santa Monica is requesting applications from interested and qualified bands or
individuals for a musical performance opportunity at the Sunday Santa Monica Farmers’ Market

Each band or individual selected will be granted a minimum of one performance date during

All bands are paid a performance fee of $250.00 and solo performances are paid a

Bands are allowed to use a tip container to collect tips during performances.

Respondents must submit one (1) original and four (4) complete copies of the application by mail or

Operator shall not discriminate against any individual because of race,
color, religion, national origin, ancestry, gender, sexual orientation, age,
disability, or condition of having AIDS, in connection with the Lease
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Life in a rut? Need some direction and confidence
building? You can make it happen with...

“A SHOULDER TO LEAN ON”

PERSONAL « BUSINESS
CORPORATE » EXECUTIVE CAREER
LEADERSHIP SUCCESS * MENTORING

(310) 499-8225
barry@ashouldertoleanon.com
www.ashouldertoleanon.com

Barry Schreiber
Professional Life Coach

EXPERTS iN MESSENGER SERVICE SPECIALIZING iN...

Film, TV and
Creative industries

Direct or Same Day Service to Anywhere in SoCal

Available anytime 24/7!

Competitive Rates and Excellent Local References
GUARANTEED ON-TIiME SERVICE o
Sunta oo s I

(310) 458-6000 s

www.smexpress.com MESSENGER SERVICE

AIR FREIGHT & TRLMCEING

SINCE 1984 LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED ekt AL

Call Today! (310) 474-7053

Promotional Products

Embroidered Polo Shirts
aslow as $17.50 for 48
pieces, including
your 5000 stitch logoon
left chest.

—_—

2127 Westwood Boulevard - Los Angeles, CA 90025
tclark@singletonco.com (310) 474-7053 www.singletonco.com

GOT NEWS?

IF YOU SEE NEWS HAPPENING OR HAVE SOMETHING TO REPORT,

CALL THE SANTA MONICA PRESS AT OUR NEW TIPLINE!

CALL [310] 285-TIPS

Santa Wonica Daily Dress Visit us online at smdp.com

1053 18th St., Santa Monica

7 Units-Owner User. Well maintained. Vacant. 38D/1.75 BA Owners Unit

Guilty verdict

IN crash trial

leaves SM residents divided

REACTION, from page 16

tragic accident, while others believed justice was served.

The 600 block of 25th Street that Weller calls home was
surprisingly peaceful on Friday, belying the stark verdict that
had just been issued in a Downtown LA courtroom. The
street was filled with the noises of hammers, as the house
next to Weller’s single-story home was under construction.

“It's a shame,” said Kit Dreyfuss, who lives across the street
from Weller.“I think it was a very bad decision on part of the jury”

Dreyfuss has known Weller since she moved into her
home in 1969. She called her neighbor “one of the finest
people you'll ever meet.”

“It’s terrible for the people killed, it’s terrible for the peo-
ple injured, and it’s terrible for him [Weller],” Dreyfuss said.

Meanwhile, city officials expressed hope that the verdict
would close a very sad chapter in Santa Monica’s history.

“l don’t know any of the people who were injured, nor
do | know Mr. Weller, but I do know his close relatives and
I can assure you they are as devastated as everyone is by
this,” said Mayor Bob Holbrook.

Since the accident, the city has taken heightened meas-
ures to ensure a similar tragedy is not repeated. Rubber
cones and saw horses served as barricades before the acci-

dent. Today, cars and trucks are in their stead.

City Councilman Richard Bloom, who was mayor when
the crash occurred, said he was surprised by the verdict.
Bloom thought Weller would be acquitted of all charges.

“l know the healing is going to be long-term and ongo-
ing,” Bloom said. “It’s not something that is going to go away
anytime soon in the eyes of those who are close to the events.”

It was business as usual on Friday along the Third Street
Promenade, where shoppers and power walkers were enjoy-
ing the beautiful weather. Those who had heard the Weller
verdict through word-of-mouth said they were shocked.

“l don’t think he’s going to live long, so why make him suf-
fer in jail?” asked Sameer Jooma, owner of Giorgio Vasari on
Third Street. “He’s not a risk. It wasn’'t anything malicious.”

Jooma remembers the day when the accident occurred.
He never once thought Weller had purposely driven his car
into the market.

“Maybe he blanked out,” Jooma said.

Esther Kim of Santa Clarita agrees that Weller probably did
not drive into the market intentionally. Kim, who was sitting
on the promenade with a friend, said the judge should sen-
tence Weller to one year in prison with community service.

Daily Press Staff Writer Kevin Herrera contributed to the
reporting of this article.

Victims, families awaiting civil trial

BY MAYA MEINERT

Special to the Daily Press

SM COURTHOUSE — After being found guilty on Friday of 10
counts of vehicular manslaughter with gross negligence for his
role in the 2003 Farmers’ Market crash, George Russell Weller
will next face a civil trial, scheduled to begin early next year.

Thirty-six lawsuits were filed against Weller; City Hall; the
Southland Farmers Market Association, operators of the farm-
ers market on Arizona Avenue; Bayside District Corp., a non-
profit organization that operates downtown with money from
City Hall; and Step Up on Second, a social service agency whose
members volunteer at the market.

City Hall was released from liability in July because of a
law that grants design immunity to cities that have con-
structed an intersection or traffic management plan accord-
ing to state standards and approved by a licensed engineer.

Southland Farmers’ Market Association was subsequent-
ly granted a motion for summary judgment.

Meanwhile, Step Up on Second is in the process of nego-
tiating a multi-million dollar settlement with victims and
their relatives.

That leaves Weller and Bayside District Corp. as defen-
dants in the civil case, set to begin Jan. 16, 2007.

Weller, who was 86 at the time of the accident, drove his
car through a bustling Farmers’ Market on Arizona Avenue
on July, 16, 2003, killing 10 and injuring 68 others.

Attorneys for some of the plaintiffs reacted strongly to
Friday’s verdict.

2005 20th St. Santa Monica

6 -1BD/BA Units near Santa Monica College. New Roof
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“It would add weight to the defendants’.. arguments that
Weller is solely responsible,” said Michael Piuze, attorney for
the families of three people who were killed by Weller.

“The verdict of guilty cannot help the plaintiffs in the
civil case, and there have been people associated with the
case who have thought the real purpose of the prosecu-
tion was to help out the city of Santa Monica,” Piuze said.

Stan Jacobs, attorney for a woman seriously injured by
Weller who ultimately died before her civil trial went to
court, is one of those people.

“Weller is the fall guy, when the real culprit is the city of
Santa Monica,” said Jacobs. “The city of Santa Monica played
Russian Roulette with the people who attend that market.

“The city should be held accountable.”

Attorneys for the plaintiffs appeal the decision by Santa
Monica Superior Court Judge Valerie Baker to grant City
Hall immunity, however, the California Supreme Court has
refused to hear the case.

Dana Alden Fox, an attorney with the law firm Lynberg &
Watkins, which is representing City Hall, had a different
reaction to the verdict.

“l was not shocked,” Fox said. “I think the District
Attorney Ann Ambrose presented a compelling case. This
verdict validates the city’s position in the civil case that the
city is not responsible or liable for this tragic incident.”

Attorneys for the plaintiffs have filed a motion to
have the trial postponed until sometime in March 2007
to allow them time to prepare for trial. That hearing is
schedule for Oct. 24.
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Lending star power to inaugural SM 5000 race

SM 5000, from page 1

to get a lot of fast runners, another was to get a lot of local
everyday runners ... and then we wanted a lot of celebrities.”

Actor David James Elliot of “JAG” will compete in the
race and several other celebrities, including actress Lisa
Arturo, Alex Bell and Powers from “Survivor” and “CSI’s”
Yennifer Behrens will assist with the event. Bell will serve as
the official announcer during the race.

The last chance to pre-register for the race is today
at the New Balance store (2828 Wilshire Blvd.), where
Pat Connelly, coach of the Los Angeles Road Runners,
will give a talk at 2 p.m. entitled “Getting the most out
of your race.”

Connelly will also appear at the race, leading stretching at
the ceremonial start stage and giving medals for everyday
runners. He will provide gait analysis for interested runners
at the finish line.

An elite wave of runners will compete for the $5,000 prize

Santa Wonica Daily Press

purse of the Los Angeles Sports & Fitness Invitational,
including American men Bolota Asmeron, Fernando Cabada
and Team Running USA athlete Jacques Sallberg. Asmerom
won the 5,000-meter race at the 2006 Stanford Invitational
(13:39) and competed in the same race at the 2000 Sydney
Olympics. Cabada set the American 25K record in winning
the Fifth Third River Bank Run (1:14:21). Sallberg is a
Pasadena resident who placed fourth at the 2006 USA 3,000
Meter Steeplechase Championship.

Josh Spiker from Ventura and Christian Hesch from
Morro Bay are other local talents expected to participate.

Haron Lagat and Richard Kimeli, both from Kenya,
should give the Americans tough competition after placing
second and third at the Inaugural National City Invitational
Mile on Oct. 1.

Kenyan Emily Chebet is expected to lead the women’s
field, competing in her first race in the United States. Chebet
placed second in the Kenyan 10,000-meter Championships
in July and took the bronze medal in the 10,000 meters at the

Africa Athletics Championships last August.

Jennifer DeRego, an American who placed second in the
Glide Floss Bridge to Bridge 12K in San Francisco, will also run.

The 5K race will feature $5,000 in prize money, including
$1,000 for both the men’s and women’s winners, in addition to
time bonuses and incentives for the top Santa Monica finishers.

The post-race party on the pier will feature a pancake
breakfast, magicians and four live bands — Los Angeles-
based Kelly’s Lot, New Maximum Donkey, Seeking Zenith
and For Pete’s Sake. The rides at the pier will also be open.

“We’re hoping that families of people who are run-
ning will come out and meet up at the post-race party,”
Kalan said.

Proceeds from the race will go to Saint John’s Emergency
Department at the hospital, currently under construction.
The hospital is in the process of nearly two decades of rede-
velopment as a result of damage sustained in the 1994
Northridge Earthquake.

Registration will be open the day of the race for $35.

Your guide to local
real estate agents

Alexsys

COLDWELL BANKER
WWW.ALEXSYSNABOR.COM

“YOUR NABORHOODS BEST!” | am a native
Angelino and my passion is helping people. |
specialize in making money for my sellers and

‘ e ‘l i saving money for my buyers.
anabor@coldwellbanker.com (310) 490-8024

HARTMAN:-COLE

Monte Hartman, Brad F Cole, David Abrahams, Andrew

Saurin and Sarah Rourke specialize in
residential property sales in the Santa Monica,
(310) 301-9424

www.WestsideHomes.com

Andrea Arpaia

PAcIFIC OCEAN PROPERTIES
2212 LINCOLN BLVD., SANTA MONICA

| am originally from Napoli Italy. | specialize
primarily in residential and income properties.
My goal is to provide you with a personalized
and efficient service.

aarpaia@pacificoceanrealestate.com (310) 755-4771

Valerie Jean Hiss

COLDWELL BANKER
WWW.VALERIEHISS.COM

Valerie has topped $200M in sales since her
award winning career on the west side began in
1988. She represents buyers and sellers and
specializes in the marketing and sale of single
family homes, condos and townhomes.

DIRECT: (310) 230-2444

Kate Bransfield

PRUDENTIAL
3130 WILSHIRE BLvD., SUITE 100

Kate is dedicated to providing an exceptional
level of service for her clients by combining
| Old Fashioned Service and Integrity with
Up-To-The-Minute Technology.

(310) 395-1133
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Gary Limjap
COLDWELL BANKER
2444 WILSHIRE BLVD., SANTA MONICA 90403

Your goals become my priority.

Santa Monica Realtor for more than
twenty years.
www.garylimjap.com

(310) 586-0339

Mar Vista, Venice and Marina Del Rey.
Gaby Schkud

COLDWELL BANKER
2444 WILSHIRE BLvp, STE 102

Gaby & Associates —

a Team of Real Estate Professionals
dedicated to excellence

Serving buyers and sellers on the Westside

(310) 586-0308

gabyschkud@aol.com

Rob Schultz

PAcIFIC OCEAN PROPERTIES
2212 LINCOLN BLvD., SANTA MONICA

Real estate is my life. For fifteen years I've
lived and breathed real estate for my clients.
We can make the impossible happen.

(310) 932-9223

rschultz@pacificoceanrealestate.com

Your Name Here!

Your COMPANY NAME
97092 PAcIFIC ST. SUITE 1F

The Agent Directory is a unique advertising
opportunity to present yourself as more than
a name and a number. This unmatched
section will allow you to list your specialty,
focus, and the demographic you’re targeting.
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Santa Monica Daily Press readers will purchase 1/2 a billion in real estate this year
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Fairbanks U. wants to ‘rep’ Alaska

BY DAN JOLING

Associated Press Writer

ANCHORAGE, Alaska — Alaska’s two college
hockey teams will face off Friday night, with
one under an assumed name.

Officials in the athletic department at the
University of Alaska Fairbanks have declared
that their teams will be known as the Alaska
Nanooks, stripping their logos of their offi-
cial school name and the city where they’re
based — and positioning the school as the
state’s dominant campus a la the Wisconsin
Badgers and the Nebraska Cornhuskers.

“The goal is to ensure that when college
sports fans reference Alaska, they immedi-
ately think of the premier program from the
flagship campus of the University of Alaska
statewide system, located in the best city in
Alaska — Fairbanks,” said UAF athletic
director Forrest Karr.

The scrolling sign on Fairbanks’ civic cen-
ter Thursday morning trumpeted the
matchup between the Fairbanks school and
the University of Alaska Anchorage as
“Alaska vs. UAA”

The UAF rifle team in March — before
the name change — captured the 2006
NCAA National Championship, its eighth
and the program’s seventh in the past eight
years. But the Nanooks have hardly been
dominant over its archrival in other sports.

The UAA Seawolves hold a 72-48-9 life-
time lead in hockey. It leads the men’s bas-
ketball rivalry, 58-27, and women’s basket-
ball, 45-29.

It also has more students. Alaska-
Anchorage had nearly 15,000 full- and part-
time students in 2005, compared to 5,700 at

UAF and 3,000 more at the nearby Tanana
Valley campus.

However, the reaction from the UAA ath-
letic department has been minimal. Athletic
director Steve Cobb forcefully expressed
indifference.

“l can’t think of anything I can react to
less,” Cobb said. “They can call themselves
anything they want to.”

Cobb said he would not have any com-
ment on UAF business or its intentions.

“I'm very comfortable that we're the
University of Alaska Anchorage, have been
and are going to be,” he said. “I couldn’t pre-
tend to know what they’re thinking.”

Alaska-Anchorage students took more of
an interest.

“It’s really ridiculous. It sounds like a
gimmick,” said John Wilcox, a senior art
major. “Changing their name to Alaska
Nanooks undermines the idea that UA is a
unified system. It’s like they want people
to think they are the premier school. If
they are Alaska, what does that make us?”

UAA assistant hockey captain Justin
Bourne said he was a little bit offended. It
would be like Minnesota Mankato pro-
nouncing itself “Minnesota” over the bigger
school in Minneapolis, he said.

“We're the higger school,” Bourne said.
“Whatever, we’'ll deal with it on the ice.”

Cobb did not see potential for confusion
at games.

“l don’'t think our fans are going to see
any confusion,” he said.

Kate Ripley, spokeswoman for the
University of Alaska system, which oversees
both schools and is based in Fairbanks, said
the change was made without consulting

President Mark Hamilton.

“This was definitely a campus decision,”
she said. “It isn't one he was consulted on
and it isn’t one he’s involved with. He knew
about it after it was being done.”

He has no plans to intervene, Ripley said.

The idea has been in the works for years,
said Karr, who was appointed interim athlet-
ic director in July 2005 and named to the
permanent job in January.

“Our coaching staff has been advocating
the change to Alaska Nanooks for many
years and our new administrative team feels
marketing Alaska Nanooks is important for
a variety of reasons,” he said.

UAF team uniforms have not been con-
sistent, he said. Some said “Alaska” and
some, including those for the popular NCAA
Division | hockey team, have had “UAF”
emblazoned across the chest.

“It was kind of confusing to people when
we had different pictures on the Web site,” he
said. “We wanted consistency.”

Most flagship institutions proudly display
state names on athletic uniforms, he said.

The name change will be an impor-
tant tool in recruiting and marketing, he
said. The word “Alaska” carries more
cachet than the acronym “UAF” which
coaches said generated little reaction
outside the state.

Karr is a graduate of the University of
Wisconsin-Madison. That city name also is
dropped outside formal communications, he
said. Like UAF, the Madison campus was the
first public institution within the statewide
institution.

“They’re considered the flagship for ath-
letics,” he said.

NY bones
find stirs
a debate

By The Associated Press

NEW YORK — The discovery of human
bones in a damaged manhole at the World
Trade Center site has outraged victims’ fam-
ilies, who say the city hasn't done enough to
ensure the remains of those killed in the
2001 terrorist attack are located and treated
with respect.

Some relatives called for a new, systemat-
ic search by outside experts, such as the mil-
itary command that identifies missing sol-
diers’ remains.

“We can no longer rely on accidental dis-
coveries,” the group WTC Families for
Proper Burial said in a statement Thursday.
“This must be a deliberate search. May this
awful news be the catalyst needed to go back
and do the job well”

The remains, some as big as arm or leg
bones, were found Thursday by a Port
Authority contractor working with a
Consolidated Edison crew excavating a
manhole, said Steve Coleman, a
spokesman for the Port Authority of New
York and New Jersey, which owns the
trade center site.

The crew had already hauled excavated
materials to a work center, and more
remains were later found there, said Con Ed
spokesman Mike Clendenin.

SUSAN FOSTER
JEWELRY

Premiering the new
rough cut diamond,
22k gold collection

at

Room with a View

1600 MONTANA AVE., SANTA MONICA
310-874-1326

As seen in

Vogue and Town and Country
and at Bergdorf Goodman.

Ej;'

Sanin Monios

Overspray = Runoff + Pollution

Check your irrigation system and
adjust your sprinklers regularly

Misdirected and overspraying sprinklers are
a major source of urban runoff which carries
polluted water from Santa Monica’s streets to the ocean.”

For more info or to report a violation,
call the City’s Water Efficiency Hotline (310) 458-8972
or visit www.smepd.org/runoff.

*Fines of $250 or more may be imposed, SMMC 7.16.020

City of Santa Monica Environmental Programs Division
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Shiite militia seizes
control of Amarah

BY CHRISTOPHER BODEEN

Associated Press Writer

BAGHDAD, Iraq — The Shiite militia run by
anti-American cleric Mugtada al-Sadr seized
total control of the southern lIragi city of
Amarah on Friday in one of the boldest acts of
defiance yet by one of the country’s powerful,
unofficial armies, witnesses and police said.

Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki dis-
patched an emergency security delegation
that included the Minister of State for
Security Affairs and top officials from the
Interior and Defense ministries, Yassin
Majid, the prime minister’s media adviser,
told The Associated Press.

The Mahdi Army fighters stormed three
main police stations Friday morning, plant-
ing explosives that flattened the buildings,
residents said.

About 800 black-clad militiamen with
Kalashnikov rifles and rocket-propelled
grenade launchers were patrolling city streets
in commandeered police vehicles, eyewitness-
es said. Other fighters had set up roadblocks
on routes into the city and sound trucks cir-
culated telling residents to stay indoors.

Fighting broke out in Amara on
Thursday after the head of police intelli-
gence in the surrounding province, a mem-
ber of the rival Shiite Badr Brigade militia,
was killed by a roadside bomb, prompting

his family to kidnap the teenage brother of
the local head of the a-Madhi Army.

The Mahdi Army seized several police
stations and clamped a curfew on the city
in retaliation.

At least 15 people, including five militia-
men, one policeman and two bystanders,
have been killed in clashes since Friday, Dr.
Zamil Shia, director of Amarah’s department
of health, said by telephone from Amarah.

The events in the city highlight the threat
of wider violence between rival Shiite fac-
tions, who have entrenched themselves
among the majority Shiite population and
are blamed for killings of rival Sunnis.

Mahdi Army militiamen have long
enjoyed a free rein in Amarah, the provincial
capital of the southern province of Maysan.
The militiamen often summon local govern-
ment officials for meetings at their offices,
and they roam the city with their weapons,
manipulate the local police and set up
checkpoints at will.

Since British troops left Amarah in
August, residents say the militia has been
involved in a series of Killings, including
slayings of merchants suspected of selling
alcohol and women alleged to have engaged
in behavior deemed immoral by militiamen.

Associated Press writer Hamza Hendawi con-
tributed to this report.

Utah’s vibrant economy
running short of workers

BY PAUL FOY

AP Business Writer

SALT LAKE CITY — Under pressure to finish
a big construction job on time, Doug
Welling sometimes finds himself on the
backside of Utah’s vigorous economy.

The president of Jacobsen Construction
Co. has plenty of work — but not always
enough workers.

Welling’s company has called on subcon-
tractors from outside the state for a $212
million project to shore up the Utah Capitol
from the threat of earthquakes.

“And maybe we have to pay a little more
to get the work done,” he said.

Utah is at the center of a booming Rocky
Mountain economy, the country’s most
vibrant region, according to economists.

Bullish signs are everywhere: The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints recently
announced a $1 billion-plus redevelopment
of the heart of downtown Salt Lake City
with new condos, retail and office space.

In the suburbs, a mobile-home park is
giving way to McMansions.

And in the oil town of Vernal in eastern
Utah, laborers taking high-wage jobs in the
oil fields have left some restaurants with
unable to staff all mealtime shifts.

Population growth and higher energy
prices are some of the reasons behind the
strong economy in Utah and the West.

The Rocky Mountain region is finally
maturing after 150 years of isolation from
the nation’s industrial economy. The new
technology era “doesn’t care about moun-
tains as barriers” and people want to live
here, said Mark Knold, a state economist.

The only thing holding back business is a

scarcity of labor, a problem that would be worse
if not for the growing Hispanic work force.

Utah logged a record 2.8 percent jobless rate
for September, lower than any state but Hawaii,
the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics reported
Friday. The national rate was 4.6 percent.

Utah’s job growth increased by 5 percent,
its highest jump in a decade and nearly four
times the national average. The demand for
workers is bidding up wages, which rose by
an average 5 percent in the past year across
all sectors, Knold said.

State government, meanwhile, is reaping
a windfall.

Coffers are bulging with $1.6 billion in
cash, up substantially over prior years. Tax
revenues soared 12.9 percent in first quarter
of the state’s fiscal year. Corporate profits
were up by 42.7 percent over the same peri-
od a year ago.

Taxes from a resurgence in oil and gas
drilling and mining were up 34.5 percent for
the quarter.

Gene England, president of the Salt Lake
City-based trucking firm CR England, said
his company tried to recruit drivers from
Mexico but encountered too much red tape.
Now he’s looking to Puerto Rico, where
unemployment was 10.8 percent in
September, the nation’s highest.

“There’s just not enough (drivers) to go
around,” said England, who adds that drivers
who lease rigs from the company can earn
“six figures.”

In another sign of Utah’s red-hot econo-
my, help-wanted ads are running an
unprecedented 32 to 36 pages on Sundays,
said Greig Smith, senior vice president of
advertising for the business arm of Salt Lake
City’s two daily newspapers.
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If you are a retiree or a current employee
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401k Plan,
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Jerome J. Schlichter
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SCHLICHTER BOGARD & DENTON
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Saint Louis, M0 63102
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BASEBALL

Pair of rooks: Series
starters are newbies

BY RONALD BLUM
AP Baseball Writer

DETROIT — The World Series will have a
pair of rookie starters for the first time, with
Justin Verlander pitching for the Detroit
Tigers and Anthony Reyes going for the St.
Louis Cardinals.

Reyes, 5-8 with a 5.06 ERA in 17 regular-
season starts, will have the fewest wins of any
Game 1 starter in World Series history.

They will be the first rookies to start in the
World Series since John Lackey won Game 7
of the 2002 World Series for the Anaheim
Angels against San Francisco. Livan
Hernandez was the last rookie to start Game
1, selected in 1997 by Florida Marlins man-
ager Jim Leyland — now guiding the Tigers.

When these teams last met in the World
Series, the Cardinals’ Bob Gibson pitched a
five-hit shutout to beat the Tigers and 31-
game winner Denny McLain 4-0 in the 1968
opener at the old Busch Stadium.

The Cardinals’ Dizzy Dean won the opener
of the only other Series matchup between the
clubs, pitching an eight-hitter to beat Alvin
Crowder 8-3 at Detroit’s Navin Field in 1934.

The previous low for wins by a Game 1
starter was set by Howard Ehmke for the
1929 Philadelphia Athletics, according to the
Elias Sports Bureau. He went 7-2 during the
regular season, then beat the Chicago Cubs
and Charley Root 3-1 in Game 1.

Two rookies have never started a World
Series opener before, Elias said.

Verlander, 17-9 with a 3.63 ERA during
the regular season, said he wouldn’t have
been pitching the opener had the New York
Mets won the NL pennant. But when the
Cardinals won, he was Leyland’s pick.

Verlander packs 100 mph heat and is 1-0 in

FOOTBALL

two postseason starts, but his 5.91 ERA in the
playoffs was the highest among Tigers’ pitch-
ers. He will be pitching on nine days’ rest.

“l definitely used the time,” he said
Friday. “Pitching late into October my first
year, the innings are a lot, and there’s some
fatigue going on. Being able to rest my arm a
little bit and kind of recuperate before this
next series definitely helps.”

He didn’t get a decision in the first round,
allowing three runs and seven hits in 5 1-3
innings at Yankee Stadium as the Tigers ral-
lied in Game 2 — starting their seven-game
winning streak. He won 8-5 at Oakland in
Game 2 of the AL championship series
despite giving up four runs and seven hits in
5 1-3innings.

Reyes pitched just once in the playoffs,
starting Game 4 of the NL championship
series against the New York Mets — his first
appearance since Oct. 1. He allowed runners
in all four of his innings, walked four and
threw 86 pitches. But he gave up his only
runs on the solo homers by Carlos Beltran
and David Wright.

He found out Friday that he’ll be starting.

“I'm just trying to not think about it right
now, just trying to relax and just get rested
up and get ready for tomorrow,” he said.

While Detroit had six days’ rest following
its sweep of Oakland, the Cardinals went to
seven games against the New York Mets,
using Jeff Weaver, Chris Carpenter and Jeff
Suppan in the final two games.

Kenny Rogers will start Game 2 for
Detroit, followed by Nate Robertson and
Jeremy Bonderman.

“We wanted Kenny to pitch two games at
home,” Leyland said.

Weaver will open Game 2 for St. Louis,
followed by Carpenter and Suppan.

FBI questions Milwaukee man
In apparent phony bomb threat

BY EMILY FREDRIX

Associated Press Writer

MILWAUKEE — FBI agents questioned a 20-
year-old Milwaukee man Thursday as they
tried to determine who made apparently
phony Internet threats of “dirty bomb”
attacks at NFL stadiums this weekend.

Milwaukee police contacted the FBI on
Wednesday night about the man.

“From the information we have, we
believe he was involved to some extent, but
we don’t know at what level,” said FBI agent
Douglas E. Porrini. He added: “That person
was released, but we're not saying that he
won't be charged.”

The threat, dated Oct. 12, appeared on a
Web site, The Friend Society, that links to
various online forums and off-color car-
toons. Its author, identified in the message as
“javness,” said trucks would deliver radiolog-
ical bombs Sunday to stadiums in New York,
Miami, Atlanta, Seattle, Houston, Cleveland
and Oakland, Calif., and that Osama bin
Laden would claim responsibility.

The Homeland Security Department
alerted authorities Wednesday in the cities
mentioned, as well as the NFL and the
National Collegiate Athletic Association. But
the FBI and Homeland Security said there
was no intelligence indicating such an attack
might be imminent.

“l don't think it was put out there to be
real,” said FBI agent Linda Krieg in
Milwaukee. “Whoever put it out there is not
in a position to actually carry through on it.
It was not a credible threat.”

The man being questioned did not
appear to have any ties to terrorist groups,
according to an FBI official in Washington
who spoke on condition of anonymity
because the investigation was still going on.

NFL spokesman Greg Aiello said stadi-
ums are well protected through “compre-
hensive security procedures” that include
bag searches and pat-downs.

Associated Press writers Lara Jakes Jordan in
Washington and Gretchen Ehlke in Milwaukee con-
tributed to this report.
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‘Desperate’ guy wants a wedding

“Desperate Housewives” heart-
throb Dougray Scott has pro-
posed to his girlfriend, actress
Claire Forlani.

Scott, who plays Teri Hatcher's

Gina Lollobrigida, once dubbed
“the most beautiful woman in the
world” after the title of one of her
movies, is getting married to a
man 34 years her junior.

“We wanted for this to happen
sooner, but it just wasn't possi-
ble,” Lollobrigida, 79, told The
Associated Press in a telephone
interview Thursday, without elabo-
rating.

Lollobrigida said she met her hus-

new love interest lan Kavanaugh on
this season of ABC's “Desperate
Housewives,” proposed to Forlani
last month in Los Angeles, accord-
ing to People magazine.

band to be, Javier Rigau y Rafols
of Barcelona, Spain, at a party in
Monte Carlo and the two have
been dating for 22 years.

The diva, who in ltaly is affection-
ately nicknamed “La Lollo,” told
Spain’s Hola’ magazine, which
first reported her wedding plans,
that “I have always had a weak-
ness for younger men because
they are generous and have no
complexes.”

“| feel so lucky to have met her.
She’s an amazing actress and
human being. I'm very happy,”
Scott told the magazine.

The pair reportedly met 10

The two will get married in New
York before the end of the year,
Lollobrigida said from her house
in Rome.

It will be her second wedding. She
was divorced in 1971 from
Yugoslavian-born doctor Milko
Skofic.

News of her wedding plans was
featured prominently in Italian
newspapers.

“They have gone mad here in Italy.

Now Osment sees jalil

Haley Joel Osment pleaded no
contest to misdemeanor drunken
driving and drug possession
charges resulting from a July acci-
dent in which he crashed his car
into a mailbox.

Superior Court Judge John Doyle
on Thursday sentenced the 18-
year-old actor to three years pro-
bation and ordered Osment to
spend 60 hours in an alcohol reha-
bilitation and education program,

Santa Monicans are
going out tonight.

Do they know about you?

as well as attend at least 26
Alcoholics Anonymous meetings
over a six-month period.

Osment, who didn't attend the
court hearing, also must pay
$1,500 in fines.

The actor’s attorney, David Wood,
entered the no contest pleas on
his client's behalf to one count
each of misdemeanor driving
under the influence and misde-
meanor marijuana possession.

Two other charges — another
misdemeanor DUl and a vehicle
code infraction — were dropped
by prosecutors.

Messages left for Wood and
Osment's publicist were not
returned Thursday.

Osment fractured a rib and injured
his shoulder when he crashed and
flipped his 1995 Saturn in La
Canada Flintridge on July 20. No
one else was in the car, which hit a

eat out at least once a weel*

Our daily readership of 46,450
spends nearly

$1

million

in dining and entertainment
per week**

months ago.

Calls to representatives for both
actors were not returned Thursday.
Film and TV credits for Forlani, 35,
include “CSl: New York” and

| didn’t think | was going to set off
such a bomb,” Lollobrigida said
bashfully.
Highlights of her career include
“The World's Most Beautiful
Woman” in 1955, Golden Globe-
winner  “Come  September,”
costarring Rock Hudson,
“Trapeze,” “The Hunchback of
Notre Dame,” “Bread, Love and
Dreams” and “Never So Few.”

AP

people

mailbox mounted on a brick base.
Authorities said the actor’s blood-
alcohol level was measured after
the accident at .16 percent, twice
the legal limit.
Osment's movie credits include
“The Sixth Sense,” in which he
was nominated for an Academy
Award, and “Pay It Forward.” He
recently finished work on the film
“Home of the Giants.”

AP

Let us bring them to you.
8 3 0/ U of our readers

Affordable Restaurant Advertising Packages

range from

$400 to $2,500 per month.**

Call now to find out how we can help
build your local customer base.

310-458-7731

Stmta Wonica Datlp Vress

1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite 202
Santa Monica, CA 90401
310-458-7737
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1998's “Meet Joe Black.” On the
horizon for Scott is the World War
II film “The Cone Gatherer” with
Emily Watson.

Associated Press

THE DANIELS TALKING

Charlie Daniels has done
two tours of Irag. Last year,
he was in Afghanistan,
Kyrgyzstan and Kuwait. He's
done Bosnia, Kosovo, Korea.
Make no mistake, Daniels
always goes armed and ready
— with a fiddle.

“| feel very beholden to our
troops,” the country music
legend told The Associated
Press at his hotel in this
southern Japan city, where he
was preparing to headline an
annual country music festival.
“If you can get me there, [l
go.”

That's generally easier said
than done. The helicopter fly-
ing Daniels took on fire in
Kirkuk, Iraq in April. And when
a sand storm diverted him
from reaching the Baghram
Air Base just outside of Kabul,
Kyrgyzstan, he played an
impromptu show at another
nearby base.

“Our drummer was pounding
on a garbage can,” Daniels
said. “But that's kind of the
beauty of these things. You
just get a bunch of guys
together and do it. In some of
these places, they haven't
had any kind of entertainment
for 11 months. We had about
200 people come out.”

“They are starved for anything
American,” Daniels added of
the troops. “They are a great
audience.”

Daniels, who lives on a ranch
just outside Nashville, Tenn.,
continues to play about nine
months out of the year, much
of that on the road. After
Japan, he was to travel on to
South Korea to entertain the
U.S. troops there. He'll turn
70 on Oct. 28 while he’s in
China.

In his four-decade career, he
has sold somewhere around
20 million records, including
the quadruple platnum Fire in
the Mountain album. Daniels
won the best country singer
Grammy in 1979 for the No.
1 hit single, “Devil Went Down
to Georgia.”

He says he is now working on
his 47th album, as well as a
duet collection that will
include Dolly Parton, Travis
Tritt, Gretchen Wilson and Earl
Scruggs.

AP

AERO THEATRE
1328 Montana Avenue
(310) 395-4990

Friday

Gone With the Wind
7:30

Saturday

Best in Show

7:30

Sunday

Titanic

6:30

AMC LOEWS BROADWAY 4
1441 3rd Street
(310) 458-6232

Employee of the Month (PG-
13)

4:45

The Grudge 2 (PG-13)
1:45, 4:30, 7:10, 9:45

The Guardian (PG-13)

4:15

The lllusionist (PG-13)
1:30, 7:30, 10:15

Open Season (PG)

2:00, 4:20, 7:00, 9:20

Texas Chainsaw Massacre:
The Beginning (R)

2:15, 7:40, 10:00

AMC 7 SANTA MONICA
1310 3rd Street
(310) 289-4262

The Departed (R)

10:30am, 12:10, 1:50, 3:30, 5:00,
7:00, 8:20, 10:30, 11:30

Flags of Our Fathers (R)
10:20am, 11:50am, 1:20, 2:40, 4:20,
5:30, 7:40, 8:35, 10:25, 11:25
Flicka (PG)

10:10am, 12:30, 2:45, 5:20, 7:50,
10:10

Marie Antoinette (PG-13)
10:40am, 12:00, 1:40, 2:50, 4:30,
5:40, 7:30, 8:30, 10:40, 11:20

LANDMARK NUWILSHIRE
1314 Wilshire Blvd
(310) 281-8228

The Last King of Scotland (R)
1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 9:55

The Science of Sleep (R)
11:15am, 1:45, 4:30, 7:15, 10:00

LAEMMLE'S MONICA FOURPLEX
1332 2nd Street
(310) 394-9741

Deliver Us From Evil (NR)
12:00, 2:30, 5:00, 7:30, 10:00
Little Children (R)

12:45, 3:45, 7:00, 10:00
Little Miss Sunshine (R)
12:10, 2:40, 5:10, 7:40, 10:10
Sleeping Dogs Lie (R)
12:00, 2:20, 4:50, 7:20, 9:50

MANN'S CRITERION THEATRE
1313 3rd Street
(310) 395-1599

Infamous (R)

1:00, 4:00, 7:10, 10:00
Jackass: Number Two (R)
12:40, 3:10, 5:30, 8:00, 10:40
Man of the Year (PG-13)
11:30am, 2:10, 4:50, 7:30, 10:20
The Marine (PG-13)

12:30, 3:00, 5:20, 7:50, 10:10

POWERFUL MARKETING = e e couens Communicating
BEGINS WITH VISION. Vision

The Prestige (PG-13)

1:20, 4:20, 7:20, 10:30

Tim Burton's The Nightmare
Before Christmas in Disney
Digital 3D (PG)

12:00, 2:20, 4:40, 7:00, 9:20, 11:30

-
-

-

-

(" COPIACREATIVI

I8 Copis.C (828 7422 www.copiacreative.com

Wees DEVELOPMENT = STRATEGIC CONSULTING

MARKETING & BranDING = CREATIVE SERVICES =

More information email news@smdp.com
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JANRIC CLASSIC SUDOKU
Fill in the blank cells using numbers 1 to 9. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column, and 3x3 block. Use logic and process of elimination to solve the puzzle. The difficulty
level ranges from Bronze (easiest) to Silver to Gold (hardest).
8 3 IRatIng: SILVER
2 5 4 7 1 % Solution to 10/19/06
1 5 9 E 513(9]8[4]6]1]7(2
2 6|1[4]9[2]7]8]5]3
9 3 2|8 L 71812 1[5]3]9[6]4
5 7 9 3 6 d 9[6]5]7|1[4]3]2]8
g 3[4]18]2]|6[5]7]1]9
316 2] 171 B EPleles
7 8 1 2 8|7]6]4[9]2]5]3]1
g 41913]5]|7[1]2(8]6
2 6 9 8 H 2|s[1fe[3]8]4]9]7
6 3
10120706

GETTING STARTED

There are many strategies to solving Sudoku. One way to begin is to
examine each 3x3 grid and figure out which numbers are missing. Then,
based on the other numbers in the row and column of each blank cell,
find which of the missing numbers will work. Eliminating numbers will
eventually lead you to the answer.

Qote
SPOILED

YAPPY DOG
FOE{ONGE.E-?S

< f

LEADERSHIP FOR THE FUTURE

PAYATTENTION.ORG

27 years of professional expertise in

office, residential, food service,
retail, healthcare and telecom. Our / k!
team manages all aspects from /= =
creative concepts, acurate docu-
mentation, expedited plan &% 8
checks and constructionman- /=

agement. Renovation and 4+
new construction projects
using traditional architec-
ture through full turn-key
development. Always,
open communication

Bruce Rudman
Architects+Engineers

T'310.393.2727
F 928.222.9992

E Bruce@Architects-Engineers.net

Girls and Sports

By Justin Borus and Andrew Feinstein

© 2006 Girls & Sports Comics. Distributed by Creators Syndi

PLAY AT ALL

; N
g HAVE YOO SEEN ! YOO PLAY AND MOST /YEAH. T HEAR '\ THAT'S CODE\
£ THIS YEAR'S NHL EACH TEAM IN LI TEAMS IN THE [ | THEYRE TRYING | FOR TRYING TO
N SCHEDULE? YOUR DIVISION 171 OTHER CONFER-|| TO BUILD UP | SAVE MONEY ON
$ EIGHT TIMES ENCE YOU DON'T DIVISION TRAVEL COSTS

girlsandsports.com

RIVALRIES

THERE'S AN EMPTY TABLE
RIGHT NExT 10 US.

TALK ABOUT

EXTRA BEEF.

MAYBE HEl
SIT RIGHT--

L

DARN THOSE TAKE- |

0UT ORPERS.

= SUFFTRING
FROM WAITER'S
BIOCK?

Y ITS BAD. I'VE EVEN
JOINED A CHATROOM
DENOTEDT0 (WAITERS
WITH WAITER'S
BLOCK.

uononpold 6oa M!EI:!QDGZQ

Garfield

ou| ‘alealpuis siojesi) Aq 1siqg ou) ‘St

| Normeauy
NO ONE HAS

WRITTEN
ANYTHING ONTT.

N

By Jim Davis

GARFIELD! MY HEAD'S
STUCK IN THE TOWEL RACK!

www.garfield.com
aun Aq painquisig

)BIIPUAS SSald [ESIa,

NO

PICTURES!!

OH,COME ON...JUST
ONE FOR MY WEBSITE

JEM UANSS [0-20

By Brian Anderson

V/(4)4/4/4/4/7 /4
N\~

0

www.creators.com

©2006 CREATORS SYNDICATE, INC.

THAT WAS QUITE A
PREVIEW TRAILER
FOR WINTER/!
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Speed Bump
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Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

CROSSWORD

L] 1[M][P HIUIT[S|}
O/M/A|H/AJMU|S|H|E|R
C|A[N|I |[SIEG|E|E[N|A
A|GIOP|R|O|S|P|E|R
LIE|F|T|I|E|SMA|C|E
S|L|U|R|P JIA[R
 SREE g
M| I|M T|E|E|M
ADIABR|A|S|C|A|L|S
R|I|N|G|OJU/ THEGI|A|L
C|O|CIO|/AME|L|A|T|E
O|T|H|E/|RMD|O|M|E|D
BWsAls]s E[D[S
Yesterday’s answer
19 Kind 29 Fess
21 Mark’s Parker’s
replace- TV
ment co-star
24 Homer 30 Fire-
hero place
25 Dog- tools
patch 31 Hagar’s
name dog
26 Behind 33 Stylish
bars 37 Oompah
27 State producer
without 39 Milk
proof source

NEW CROSSWORD BOOK! Send $4.75 (check/m.o.) to
32 Nonsense Thomas Joseph Book 2, P.0. Box 536475, Orlando, FL 32853-6475

4 5

6 7

8 .

10

11

13

15

19

24

28

29 30 31

33

37

40

By THOMAS JOSEPH

ACROSS 44 Pert talk

1 “Miami
Vice” cop DOWN

5 Horse 1 Dole out
halter 2 De-

9 Tycoon creased?

10 Like old 3 Debate
alphabets side

12 Sculpting 4 Mohawk
medium Valley

13 Prelude tribe

14 “It's my 5 Legal
treat!” orders

16 Paris pal 6 Gaul

17 It might invader
go for a 7 Like
buck some

18 Cleaning books
aid 8 Pilot

20 Make 9 Hit’s
fond counter-

22 ltches part

23 Exhaust 11 Change

25 Not quite 15 Gambler’s
closed cinch

28 Censors

34 Oxford
VIP .1 2 |3

35 Nothing o

36 On the —
line

38 Chosen 14
people 17

40 Ancient
MeSO' 20 21
potamian >
region

41 Obtained | [*° [
anew %

42 Reviewer
Roger %

43 Like 38 39
grass in
the o
morning
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ADVERTISE! CALL US (310) 458-T131

SELL YOUR
CAR FAST!

Advertise your used car for sale in the
only LOCAL DAILY newspaper in town.

or ONY

Run it until it sells!*

1964 Pontiac Catalina
New Transmission, new paint job. 150K
original miles. Immaculate condition
inside. Kept in garage for many years.
Must see!

$3,000

(310) 458-7737

Ad shown actual size
Package includes:
M Ad runs until your car sells. Period.*
M Large format photograph.
M 20 word description.
M FREE online placement!

Call us today at
(310) 458-7737

Take advantage of this great offer.

Santa Monica IDchy Dress

change without notice.
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Classifleds

5% per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.

Call us today start and promoting your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 40,000.

YOUR AD COULD RUN TOMORROWY

Prepay your ad today!

L]
VISA

Some restrictions may apply.

(10 458-7737

*Please call our Classified Sales Manager to reserve your ad space. Specific ad placement not gauranteed on classified ads. Ad must meet deadline requirements. See complete conditions below.

All classified liner ads are placed on our website for FREE! Check out www.smdp.com for more info.

IVOLUNTEER IN AFRICA!!
Meet us in LA! 10/21/06. Teach/Fight
AIDS! 14 Mo. Train in CA Start Now &
Feb Team fee/ grant 510-637-9698/
www.cctg.org

Employment

*CELLULAR SALES MANAGER*: SALES
EXP. A MUST. FULLTIME. LONG-TERM
CAREER. ENGLISH A MUST. COMPUTER
SAVVY. CELL-PHONE RETAIL STORE IN
SANTA MONICA IN NEED OF GOOD MAN-
AGER. RESPONSIBLE, HARD-WORKING,
EFFICIENT. $1500 +COMMISSIONS+BO-
NUSES. PLEASE INQUIRE ~ WITHIN.
PLEASE ~ SEND ~ RESUME'S AT
NAVID@CPCWIRELESS.COM OR CALL
310.877.7777.

AR

PROPERTY Management firm in Malibu
seeks A/R clerk must be proficient in
Excel, will be handling all incoming
checks, preparing deposits, data entry
on excel, $30-32k/yr. Barrington Staff-
ing 310-453-4289

ACCOUNTING

ACCOUNTING Clerk for WLA company
$11-13hr, knowledge of Peachtree, data
entry and accounting, answer phones,
customer service, Music background or
interest a+. Barrington  Staffing
310-453-4289

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Medical office needs admin support,
answer phones, greet patients, clerical
duties, keep track of statistical reports,
$11-12hr, commission when perm. P/T
30hrs/wk  MW,F  8-6pm, Tuesday
8-1pm, some Saturdays. Barrington
Staffing 310-453-4289

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT $13hr

Film Distribution company in Beverly
Hills seeks admin support with film ex-
perience, must be proficient on Word,
Excel, MAC helpful, good writing skills,
organized, will track doc's document,
organize incoming emails, filing and
answering  phones,  support  V.P.
310-453-4289

ADVERTISING SALES.

Seeking an Advertising Account Associ-
ate with experience working with ad
agencies and media buyers. Great op-
portunity. Must be a self starter and
motivated to make $$. Send resume to
ross@smdp.com

APPT. SETTERS and telemarketers for a
non-profit organizations needed. Experi-
enced only. Work from home. Potential
$400/week. Call Manny (310)753-4909

CAREGIVERS, WE want you to join our
winning team at Good Company.
Live-in/Live-out,  Full/Part-
Competitive compensation.

Two years minimum experience, veri-
fiable references and valid SS#.

Call today for your appointment:
(323)932-8700.

CLERICAL ASSISTANT needed. Own
transportation and cell phone with good
computer skills, mature adult, health
oriented business. $12/hr. Email re-
sume to Ace2733@aol.com

INVESTMENT SALES:

time.

OIL AND GAS.
DRILLING AND OIL
PRODUCTION IS
PAYING HIGH RETURN
TO INVESTORS.

*Great Santa Monica Offices
*Bigger than Real Estate
*Great Qualified Leads
*Great $$ support system & staff
*Office is open 9-6, M-F & Sat
*Here’s the catch:

“For Closers Only”
Potential Earnings, 15-20K

per month
CALL MR. GREY
(310) 394-9800

COMPANION LIVE-IN 24/7. Room and
board. $400/mo for healthy Bren-
twood retiree. Local errands, shop-
ping, light cooking. Must drive. No
Smokers. 2bdrm suite, family room, 1

car garage. (310)472-5415

CUSTOMER SERVICE

WLA cosmetic manufacturing company
seeks Customer service/General office
clerk $11hr must have 2yrs related ex-
perience, answer phones, input orders,
proficient on Word/Excel, type 35wpm.
Barrington Staffing 310-453-4289

EXPERIENCED CAREGIVER/COOK
wanted. Live-out. Santa Monica. Good
references and driver’s license required.
(310)453-4692

HIGH END Santa Monica Tire Shop
needs full time:

*Service Writer
*Mechanic
*Tire Technician

Great Pay and benefits. English a
must. (310) 393-0767

IMMEDIATE POSITIONS available in the
housekeeping department of Century
City Doctors Hospital. All shifts avail-
able, PT/FT. Hospital housekeeping pre-
ferred. Call (310)557-7194 for inter-
view.

IMMEDIATE POSITIONS available in the
environmental service department of St.
John's Health Center. Looking for house-
keeper/floor tech. PT/FT. Hospital expe-
rience preferred. Call (310) 829-8431
for interview

MEDICAL OFFICE needs front reception-
ist. Experience preferred. Computer
skills a+. Light duties. $10/hr P/T
(310)395-8412

RADIO INTERVIEW booker, part-time, up
to $20/hr, Santa Monica
(310) 998-8305 xt 82

REAL ESTATE broker needs sales per-
son/personal assistant. Needs fluent
English, college education preferred.
Part-time, small salary plus commis-
sion. (310)820-6059

REI SANTA Monica is hiring Sales and
Cashier Specialist. Job Fairs: October
19th, 6 pm / October 21st, 2pm. 402
Santa Monica Blvd. Fortune “100 Best
Company to Work For”.

RESIDENTIAL ~ MTG.
Mar.

Needed: A right arm to staff my office in
Marina del Rey with originators and su-
pervise them. You must be able to bring
in brokers, proc. the paper and run of-
fice. Very lucrative position for right
person. Non-qualified apps. Need not
apply.  Money  Place  Lending.
877-795-4694: Vern

Processor/Office

FILE CLERK

WLA Real Estate Developer $9hr, full
time, must have 1-2yrs exp. File alpha-
betically and numerical. Barrington
Staffing 310-453-4289

BARBER WANTED for Santa Monica
shop. Great environment. Reason-
able rent. Call Don (310) 315-1098

BEN AND Jerry’s Ice Cream shop on
Main near Samohi  P/T  scooper.
(213)344-9079

Caregiver

Looking for a Career not just a job?
Live-in/ Live-out - Full/Part-time.

Must drive and have valid SSN. We offer
benefits/401K Complete online applica-
tion at www.sheridancare.com or call
(310) 204-1187

FT EXEC. Assistant admin, MS Office,
multi-tskr, phones, billing, invoices &
MAC exp. req’ed. Email resume: veron-
ica@rediautosport.com or fax
310.395.2884 salary $13+

FT MKT. Assist. media outreach, event
planning, exec. support, multi-tskr, MS
Office & Mac exp. Email resume: veron-
ica@rediautosport.com or fax
310.395.2884 salary $15

LOAN OFFICER
GREAT INCOME opportunity Train to be
a loan officer. P/T F/T no real estate li-
cense required. Bilingual a + Ken
(310)566-7320

salon. Great environment. Reason-
able rent. Call Don (310) 315-1098.

SM ROOM and board + $200/mo in ex-
change for housekeeping/light caregiv-
ing and cooking. Valid d.I, errands.
50-65. dog. Eileen (310)392-6301

VIEWRIDGE ESTATES Mediterranean

4 BR, 3.5 BA Master w FP, Spa Tub
Heated Pool & Spa, Mtn. Views
$5,900 per Mo. SD Neg.
www.malibusands.org 800-714-4993

SPA/HOT TUB 2006 Model. Neck Jets.
Therapy seat. Warranty. Never used.
Can deliver. Worth $5950, sell for
$1950 (310) 479-3054

SEEKING STYLIST for Santa Monical

PERSONAL MATH TUTOR - All Levels
UCLA Honors Student, Perfect SAT
Call 818-448-1675

NEEDS SPACE to park 22 ft. camper.
Can pay/exchange for PA. duties or
landscaping. (310)404-9145

BRENTWOOD $1195 1bdrm/1bath, Pool,
upper, spacious, carpet, blinds, stove,
& dishwasher. laundry, D/W, stove,
pool, water paid, trash removal paid .
See pictures and Tour online We have
others. $10.00 Coupon SMDP2006
www.apartmenthunterz.com
310-276-0881

BRENTWOOD $925/MO studio/bath
Carpet, laundry, refrigerator, stove,
patio, lots of closet/storage space,
parking, water/trash removal paid. See
pictures and Tour online. We have oth-
ers.  $10.00 Coupon  SMDP2006
www.apartmenthunterz.com
310-276-0881

BRENTWOOD APARTMENT $875/mo stu-
dio/bath Pet OK, Spacious Studio.Laun-
dry. Fridge, stove, D/W, patio, high ceil-
ing and modern kitchen area,
water/trash removal paid . We have oth-
ers. $10.00 Coupon SMDP2006
www.apartmenthunterz.com
310-276-0881

BRENTWOOD, NEAR COUNTRY CLUB De-
signer’s 1 bedroom in “Peaceful Gar-
den Setting” Woodburning Fireplace,
Hardwood Floors, Shutters, French Doors
to Patio. Garage. No pets. $1650.00
310.826.7960

BEAUTIFUL
MONTANA GARDENS

Room and Board
401 Montana Avenue
Your home away from home.
Daily meals, laundry, housekeeping,
utilities, and cable. 1 Bdrm, 1 Bath
+ Full Kitchen. Seniors and all ages
welcome.

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS
$2,500/M0

(310) 245-9436

S 8 0 ¢

1833 18th street B - $2300/mo. 2
bedroom, 2 bath cozy cottage for
rent. Newly remodeled kitchen and
baths. Fridge, stove, microwave,
dishwasher,  washer/dryer, DTV
wired, yard with patio, freshly
painted inside and out. Middle
house of 3. Near SMC. No pets
please. Month-to-month lease.
Please call Nicole at 310-452-4240
to see.

& FA

Enploymen Enploymen

2802 Santa Monica Bivd.

310-828-7525
SALES * RENTALS

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

Rentals available
No Pets Allowed

SANTA MONICA

1449 Princeton, $1595
Upper 2 bed, dishwasher, stove
& fridge, street parking only

WESTSIDE

3834 Huron, Culver City,
$1350

Upper 2 bed, 1 bath, gas stove,
Freshly painted, near trans-
portation

1723 Barrington, West LA,
$1800

Upper 2 bed, 17 bath, new car-
pet, New kitchen floor, DW,
large balcony

5011 Sawtelle, Culver City,
$2100

Upper 3 bed, 2 bath, fridge &
stove, one parking, laundry rm

1692 Manning, Westwood,
$2150

Lower 2 bed, 2 bath, hardwood
floors, New kitchen counter &
floor tile

OFFICE SPACE

1247 Lincoln, $695

2nd floor office, 2 rooms,
Near Wilshire, negotiable lease
terms

FOR MORE LISTINGS GO TO
WWW.ROQUE-MARK.COM

CULVER CITY $1290/mo 2bdrm/1bath
No Pets, Upper unit in 4-Plex, 2 en-
trances, room/garage, nice, private
residential street, parking. Hwd flrs,
water/trash removal paid. See pictures
and Tour online We have others. $10.00
Coupon SMDP2006 www.apartmen-
thunterz.com 310-276-0881

FREE RENTAL Lists & No Fee

Rentals. Sullivan-Dituri Company.

2111 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica, CA
90403.

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
(310) 869-7901

2bdrm/1bath $2200/mo
2103 Oak Unit C
Refurbished.

PLEASE Visit our website
for complete
listings at:
www.howardmanagement.com

MAR VISTA $1100 1bdrm/ibath. This
cozy little complex is ideal. tropical flo-
ral garden, laundry, carpet, parking.
See pictures ,Tour online. We have oth-
ers. $10.00 Coupon SMDP2006
www.apartmenthunterz.com
310-276-0881

MARINA DEL REY $2000 3bdrm/3bath

2 car garage, new shower/tub, hard-
wood floors, new kitchen cabinets & tile
floor, very clean, laundry, water & trash
inc. See pictures ,Tour online. We have
others. $10.00 Coupon SMDP2006
www.apartmenthunterz.com
310-276-0881

MARINA DEL REY $2150 2bdrm/2bath.
Cat OK, BRAND NEW apartment on the
marina. An elegant waterfront location,
parking, laundry in unit, balcony, F/P,
pool, See pictures Tour online

We have others. $10.00 Coupon
SMDP2006 www.apartmenthunterz.com
310-276-0881

MARINA DEL REY Apartment $1290 stu-
dio/1bath. Pet OK, Distinctive floor
plans, parking, laundry, A/C, balcony,
fireplace, gas, spa, pool .See
pictures,Tour online. We have others.
$10.00 Coupon SMDP2006 www.apart-
menthunterz.com 310-276-0881

PALMS $825/MO studio/lbath Cat ok.
Single, full kitchen, carpet, blinds,
stove, parking,laundry, water/trash re-
moval paid. See pictures, Tour online.
We have others. $10.00 Coupon
SMDP2006 www.apartmenthunterz.com
310-276-0881

PALMS $875/MO studio/bathroom. Pool,
laundry, gated, laundry, stove, A/C, car-
pets, g closets,stove,water/trash paid.
See pictures,Tour online. We have oth-
ers. $10.00 Coupon SMDP2006
www.apartmenthunterz.com
310-276-0881

PALMS $900/MO studio/1bath No Pets,
More Details

STOVE REFRIGERATOR, POOL NEXT
DOOR, BEIGE CARPET, parking, laundry,
carpets, swimming pool, water trash
paid. See pictures ,Tour online. We
have others. $10.00 Coupon SMDP2006
www.apartmenthunterz.com

PALMS APARTMENT $950 1bdrm/1bath.
Carpet, blinds, stove, parking, laundry,
water/trash removal paid. See pictures
and Tour online. We have others. $10.00
Coupon SMDP2006 www.apartmen-
thunterz.com 310-276-0881

PAMS/BVRLYWD-ADJ. $795. Bachelor
with Hotplate, refrigerator, utilities
paid, 2009 Preuss Rd., #1. Los Angeles,
90034. Open daily for viewing. Addi-
tional info in unit.

CALL TODAY FOR SPECIAL MONTHLY RATES!

There is no more convincing medium than a DAILY local newspaper.

Prepay your ad today!

I
VISA aster; Wt Card
4

Santa Monica Daily Wress

319458-7737

HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY 9:00am - 5:00pm

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING CONDITIONS: REGULAR RATE: $5.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20¢ per word per day. Ad must run a
minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra.
Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once.
DEADLINES: 3:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday's paper when the deadline is Friday at 2:30 p.m. PAYMENT: All pri-
vate party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310) 458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press,
P.0. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406 or stop in at our office located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Ste. 202. OTHER RATES: For
information about the professional services directory or classified display ads, please call our office at (310) 458-7737.

LOCATION 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite 202, Santa Monica, CA 90405
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Visit us online at smdp.com

SELL YOUR PRE-OWNED VEHICLE. The only directory for used vehicles in and around Santa Monica. AutomOtive

Santa Wonica Daily Wress

Prepay your ad today!

TR

G19458-7737 | ¢

ALL TODAY FOR SPECIAL MONTHLY RATES! ‘

There IS no more convincing medium than a DAILY local newspaper.

$45 for two weeks.

$20 every two weeks after.

@ Golndustry
Michael Fox International

OCEAN VIEW HOME IN MALIBU
EXCLUSIVE GATED COMMUNITY

* Ocean Views From Every Room »

Wednesday
November B
at 11:00 AM psT

Sale an the Pramises

20500 Heatherclif Road, #165

Malibu, CA

BROKER PARTICIPATION
INVITED

Diawid 5. Handelman
Licenped Haako

For .rnspm:t.l‘m. Properly Information Package & Terms
of Sale, call Wayne Hecht at 561-337-8199 or wvisit
www.michaelfox.com

ll Wayne Hecht
561-337-9199

SANTA MONICA $1,200.00/mo
1bdrm/1bath with ocean views Parking,
balcony, freshly painted, in triplex
(310)395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1050/mo 1bdrm/1bath
located 1/2 block from SMC, Carpets,
balcony, central heat. (310)395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1250/mo 1bdrm/1bath
VERY PRIVATE & SECLUDED Flexible
lease, yard, washer/dryer hookups
(310)395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

For Rent

SENIORS- AFFORDABLE
HOUSING
Live in a BEAUTIFUL
apt/suite in Beverly/Fairfax or
Santa Monica: Starting at $430/month
(323) 650-7988

VENICE: 2308 Pacific Ave 3+2
$2650/mo, newly remodeled, stove, d/w,
microwave, granite counter tops, hard-
wood floors, no pets, two car parking,
washer/dryer hookups. (310) 578-7512
www.jkwproperties.com

ADVERTISE! CALL US (310) 458-7737

SANTA MONICA $1295.00. 1 bdrm, 1
bath, “Lower Unit”. Stove, refrigerator,
gas paid, parking, NO PETS. 2535 Kan-
sas Ave., #102. Open Daily for Viewing
9am-7pm, Additional info in unit. Mgr.
#101.

SANTA MONICA $1475/mo
2bdrms/1bath contemporary condo re-
cently remodeled, Hardwood Floors,
laundry-on-site,  dishwasher, yard
(310)395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1595/mo
2bdrms/1bath carpet floors, permit
parking, laundry-on-site, refrigerator,

W.L.A $1900/MO 3bdrm/2bath: Pet OK,
Upper, plush carpeting, Located in a
smaller, quiet, nicely landscaped build-
ing close to Wilshire Blvd , parking wa-
ter/trash paid . We have others. $10.00
Coupon SMDP2006 www.apartmen-
thunterz.com 310-276-0881

W.L.A $995/MO

1bdrm/1bath apartment. pool, laundry,
quiet neighborhood, stove, low deposit
0AC, courtyard view, parking available,
central a/c, hardwood floors, large clos-
ets, water /trash removal

We have others From $600.00 Visit Our
Website  $10.00  Discount  Code

stove, dishwasher, (310)395-RENT  SMDP2006 www.apartmenthunterz.com
www.westsiderentals.com 310-276-0881
SANTA MONICA $1650/mo

2bdrms/1bath, Ask about lease terms,
laundry on site, quiet neighborhood
(310)395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1700/mo
2bdrms/1bath, parking, pool, laundry,
refrigerator, stove, balcony, controlled
access  building.  (310)395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $2300/mo 12th St. near
Colorado, 3bdrm, 1.5 baths townhouse.
Spacious, ample closets, balcony, large
closed garage. Stove, refrigerator, dish-
washer, attractive garden courtyard
property, no pets (310) 828-4481

SANTA MONICA $2300/mo 12th St. near
Colorado, 3bdrm, 1.5 baths townhouse.
Spacious, ample closets, balcony, large
closed garage. Stove, refrigerator, dish-
washer, attractive garden courtyard
property, no pets (310) 828-4481

SANTA MONICA $2900/mo
3bdrms/2bath, dishwasher, balcony,
controlled access building, a/c, heat,
fireplace, washer/dryer (310)395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $3000/mo
3bdrms/2baths dishwasher. controlled
access building, fireplace,
washer/dryer, near the
promenade/beach, (310)395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $699/mo studio/1bath
north of Wilshire, controlled access
building, 2-Top Stove, refrigerator
(310)395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

Santa Monica Daily Wress

YOUR AD

COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT

(310) 458-7737

WESTWOOD $2150 3bdrm/3bath, Pet
OK, 2 car gated parking, carpeting, ver-
tical blinds, spacious living room with
large balcony, good closet space, A/C,
d/washer, See pictures, Tour online

We have others. $10.00 Coupon
SMDP2006 www.apartmenthunterz.com
310-276-0881

WLA $1295/MO large 1bdrm with ocean
view. Large private sundeck on top of
hill, private driveway. Redecorated.
Clean and quiet. (310)390-4610

Furnished Apts

WESTCHESTER: CONDO type apts. Gated
estate 1/2 block/golf course. Fully furn.
2br Peaceful/park like yards. Gourmet
kitchen. Sliding glass balcony/private
patio, hardwood floors, laundry  rooms
included all but clothes and toothbrush.
$1695/unf apt OR fully furnished
$1995-$2250/mo. N/pets. Utilities and
DSL paid. Kitchen utensils, setting for
four, bedding. 6686 W. 86th Place.
Please call 310-410-2305
www.westchestergardenapts.com

HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY 9:00am - 5:00pm

[FREE HOUSING |

SERVICE

= Need a little extra income?
= Need help around the house?

We help match seniors with other
seniors or mid-age/younger people.

(323) 650-7988

Monday-Friday 9:00am-5:00pm
Alternative Living for the Aging
A Non-Profit of 27 years

HEALTH & HAPPINESS IS A BALANCE
BETWEEN BODY, MIND & SPIRIT.
SWEDISH, REFLEXOLOGY, & SHIATSU.
DEBORAH. (310)722-3816

YAR
SAL

724 PACIFIC STREET

SATURDAY

8AM TO 5PM

FOR LEASE OCEAN VIEW OFFICES
Quite, Professional, 100+sf,
1 or 2 offices available
Full service incl.
internet, phones etc.
Additional amenities available,
parking etc.

Call for details
$1200-$1400
100 Wilshire Blvd. SM
310-395-9922

OFFICES SM Main St, 220-422 sf.
$3.75-$4.00 fsg. Entertainment use
preferred. Parking available.
(310)428-4086

RETAIL STORE, Santa Monica on Lincoln
and Broadway. near promenade, 1200
sq ft. High ceilings, high traffic, $2.5
NNN (310)652-5263

SM SMALL office space for lease. 127
Broadway 2nd floor office with operable
windows. $950-$1875/month. Par Com-
mercial (310) 395-2663 ext 101

Real Estate

FIXER UPPERS
Starting at *600«

Call for a free list

Free recorded mess
1-800-969-8257 ID #4748

www.LaFixerUppers.net

g

Exfales Dirpctar

Chapman's Circle - Palinum
¥ Pyodenint Serts Monice Roslior

310.395.1133

What 1z ¥ ot Home Warth?
Contzel Ma to Find Cul.

o local, curmnt real sstate info

SantaMonicaListings.com

.huuu.r

PAC
WEST

MORTGAGE

2212 Lincoln Blvd in Santa Monica

1-888-FOR-LOAN
310 392-9223

VERY AGGRESSIVE

RATES

TIME FOR A 30
YEAR FIXED?

RATES AS LOW AS 6%

30 YEAR FIXED

10 YEAR/1 ARM

7 YEAR/1 ARM

5 YEAR/1 ARM

3 YEAR/1 ARM

1 YEAR/1 ARM

6 MO0./6 MO. ARM
1 MO0./1 MO. ARM

*Rates subject to change

* As of August 14, 2006
** Denotes an interest only loan

NEW CONFORMING
LOAN AMOUNTS

1 Unit $417,000
2 Units $533,850
3 Units $645,300
3 Units $645,300
4 Units $801,950

SCHULTZ

BROKER
LICENSED CALIFORNIA
BROKER #01218743

REALTOR®

Real Estate Wanted

WE BUY HOUSES,

APTS, & LAND!
ALL CASH, AS-IS, FAST CLOSE
David (310) 308-7887

Storage Space

SANTA MONICA, $275/month. large se-
cure garage, north of Montana, plenty of
storage, call 310-576-0935

WEST LOS Angeles 3 car garage. 600sq.
ft. $690. Storage only (310)391-8880

BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal your body, your body,
mind, spirit.  Therapeutic, Swedish,
Deep-tissue. BodyWave, Sports, Rain
Drop Technique. Strictly non-sexual. In-
troductory specials from $60.00/1hr.
Lynda, L.M.T. (310) 749-0621

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong and tender
relaxing body work by mature Europen.
Very Professional, Sonja
(310) 397-0433.

Yard Sales

5 FAMILY GARAGE SALE
808 Idaho, SM

Sunday - 10/22, 8:30-2:00
Lots of great stuff!

ANTIQUES, OFFICE furniture & house-
hold items. 2326 16TH St., SM. rear
house. 8 to 6, Sat; 8 — 2 Sun.

GARAGE SALE. Tools, antiques, kitchen
stuff, filing cabinet. Sat & Sun, Oct 21
& 22,8 AM. 1311 Hill St.

SWAP MEET Sat. 10/21 8am-3pm. St.
Anne’s Church 2011 Colorado Ave.
Santa Monica

YARDSALE. A1 women’s clothing, shoes,
jewelry, furniture & more. Sat 10/21, 9
—2, 3771 Stewart Ave, Mar Vista.

Lost & Found

LOST 12 year old cat white with black
spots. Last seen on corner of Santa
Monica and Euclid. (310)393-7603

LOST DOG:

4 pound, un-neutered male, tan and
white  Teacup Chihuahua named
Chicken.

Wearing a red collar, but his tag fell off.
Please contact with any information,
and a sizeable reward is offered: Mon-
ica at (310) 883-8668 or Billy at
(818) 269-2268

Personals

Talk to a Model
24HRS.

877-EZ MARIA
877-396-2742
$10-17 for 15 min.
ATM/CC/Checks by phone
www.USLove.com

Vehicles for sale

'06 Hyundai Tucson GLS $18,990
Silver, CD, 10K Miles, Prior Rental
(Vin 6V340264)

Hyundai of Santa Monica
(866) 309-6705

"00 Lexus RX 300 .... $14,995
Air Bags, Leather Seats, Moonroof
Vin: Y0141364

Toyota Santa Monica
(800) 579-6047

1994 CHEVROLET ASTRO
Automatic, P/S, A/C
$2,495
Claude Short Auto Sales Dealer
(310) 395-3712

'01 Pontiac Firebird ~ $9,995

T-Top, Automatic, Alloys, Low Miles

(Vin 12126479)

Toyota of Santa Monica
(800) 579-6047

'03 Prius ~ $16,995
Power package, tinted windows,
Automatic, A/C
(Vin 30072445)

Toyota of Santa Monica
(800) 579-6047

e
ta——

2006 LINCOLN TOWN CAR
Signature limited edition, loaded
VIN 610 802
$27,500 REDUCED!!!

Claude Short Auto Sales Dealer
(310) 395-3712

—_—

-_“?.F':-.___ﬁj-l.

1997 FORD F250 PICK UP
Clean, low miles
VIN C05788
$5,595
Claude Short Auto Sales Dealer
(310) 395-3712

| T T

1997 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN
Loaded, dual air, quad seating
VIN 465049
$3,595
Claude Short Auto Sales Dealer
(310) 395-3712

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

'05 Scion XB ...
Red, Low 38K Miles!
One Owner!!
(Vin A390395)
Hyundai of Santa Monica
(866) 309-6705

$14,995

’05 Mitsubishi Galant LS
Loaded, only 500 Miles!
Pristine, like Brand New
(Vin 046231)

Hyundai of Santa Monica

(866) 309-6705

LOCATION 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite 202, Santa Monica, CA 90405
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Santa Wonica Daily Wress

ServiceDirectory

Promote your business in the only DAILY local newspaper in town.

YOUR AD COULD RUN TOMORROW!

Some restrictions may apply.

(104587737

*Please call our Classified Sales Manager to reserve your ad space. Specific ad placement not gauranteed on classified ads. Ad must meet deadline requirements.

Al classified liner ads are placed on our website for FREE! Check out www.smdp.com for more info.

Vehicles for sale Vehicles for sale

1989 CADILLAC SEDAN DEVILLE
Clean, 1 owner
40,000 original miles
VIN #: 338568
$2,695 REDUCED!!!
Claude Short Auto Sales Dealer
(310) 395-3712

'04 Tundra SR5 Access CAB
$18,788
Certified, Auto, Pwr Pckge, CD
Vin: 45446299
Toyota Santa Monica
(800) 579-6047

0’keeffe Plumbing

Industrial, Commercial, Residential
Repipes, New and Old Constructions, Remodels
Earthquake shut-off valves, Recirculating
Pumps, Sump pumps, Sewage ejectors
All Water and gas related works, all seryice®

and repair Work -

Only one call away

'02 Escape 2WD  MAKE OFFER
Leather, CD, and MORE
(A390395)

Hyundai of Santa Monica
(866) 309-6705

'04 Dodge Quadcab Hemi $18,900
Black, Power, Air Bags, A/C
Vin: 4)102632
Toyota of Santa Monica
(800) 579-6047

.-!!

—— e
’00 Jetta GLX VR6 $9,995
5 Speed, Heated/Leather Seats,
Power Moonroof, Air Bags, CD
Vin: YM154848

Toyota Santa Monica

(800) 579-6047

'05 Sebring Convertible $12,995

White, 6 cyl, Airbags, Tinted glass

Vin: 5N538264

Toyota of Santa Monica
(800) 579-6047

'00 Ford Ranger  $7,788

A/C, CD, Alloys & More

(Vin YPA17329)
Toyota of Santa Monica

(800) 579-6047

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

'00 CR-VEX $9,995
Tinted glass, Air Bags, A/C
(Vin YS004874)

Toyota of Santa Monica
(800) 579-6047

'06 Sonata GLS MAKE OFFER
Loaded, Sunroof, & MORE
(6H07806)

Hyundai of Santa Monica
(866) 309-6705

$$ CASH 4 $$

$$ MERCEDES BENZ $$
1980-1995 Running or Not

Any Questions Please Call
(310) 995-5898

'05 Santa Fe  $16,900
2WD, GLS, Loaded
(935352)
Hyundai of Santa Monica
(866) 309-6705

'98 Golf GTi
Black/charcoal, moonroof, 5 speed
Stock: SM60706A
$4,995

Saab of Santa Monica
(310) 828-0200

’06 Honda Civic EX .... $19,995
Moonroof, Loaded
Vin: 6H505909
Toyota Santa Monica
(800) 579-6047

YOUR AD

COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT

(310) 458-7737

HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY 9:00am - 5:00pm

Austin O’keeffe

(310)600-5507
St. Lic 8558594

Taxi Service

BLACK TOP

AX

FLAT
3251501

All major credit cards accepted.

LOW FLAT

RATES

24/7 DISPATCH

LICENSED AND INSURED

B10278-8372

—ALL AROUND -

HANDYMAN

All aspects of
construction from
small repairs to
complete remodels

REFERRALS AVAILABLE
Call Tony

(310) 449-5555
(310) 447-3333

@ 000000
§ oo
i —

HANDYMAN
Specializing in bathroom
remodeling and repairs.
Plumbing, drywall, paint,
tile and framing.

NO JOB TOO SMALL
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Call Nick
310/651-0052

WESTSIDE GUYS

Full Service Handymen

CARPENTRY, ELEC., PAINT, ETC...
TERMITE AND DRY ROT REPAIR
ROOF REPAIR AND WATER DAMAGE

CALEB 25-35/HR (310) 409-3244

Painting/Tiling
METICULOUS PAINTING

& DRYWALL

Interior & Exterior < Free Estimates

Gall Joe; 447-8957

metiﬂulﬂuspﬂiming.ﬁﬂm LIG: 0002088305-0001-4

Residential &
Commercial

Int. & Ext.

Texture & Drywall
Wood works &
Repair work

Kitchen cabinet
Faux finish

Replace cabinet &
Counter top [y
Stucco work

Lic.# 825896
310.284.8333

Pool and Spa

T

POOL & SPA

SERVICE & REPAIRS
-Weekly service
-Drain & Cleans
-Spa Covers
-Electric spa repair

310-306-6970
FREE ESTIMATES

Psychic/Medium

PRIVATE READINGS

i y THESE

MESSAGES

Mediu m/bip iritual Counselor
LAURA RICHARD, Ph.D.
818:-981:-1425

Real Estate

il

Exlales Dirpcsar

Chapman's Circle - Pialinum
1 Pyodenind Serta sonice Rosfor

310.395.1133

What Iz ¥nur Home Warth®
Contzel Ma o Find Out,

for local, curmnt real mstate info

SantaMonicalistings.com

i v i

REAL ESTATE INVESTOR
SEEKS APPRENTICE!

Learn the Ins and Outs
of Real Estate Investing.
Acquire All the Tools
You NeedTo Build Wealth
and Financial Security For
You and Your Family!

Stop Working for Your Money...
Put Your Money to Work for YOU!

Services Services Services Services

Therapy

STILL
SMOKING?

Life is short —
Why make it shorter

John J. McGrail, C.Ht.

Certified
Hypnotherapist

(310) 235-2883

www.hypnotherapylosangeles.com

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Attorney Services

LAW OFFICES OF

EDWARD J. SINGER

APROFESSIONAL LAW CORPORATION

Practicing in

GOMPENSATION
IMMIGRATION

Call us today
(310) 664-9000

Workers’ Compensation dial ext. 22
For Immigration dial ext. 40

Making a false or fraudulent workers' compensation ~claim is a felony
subject to up to 5 years in prison or a fine up to $50,000 or double the value
of the fraud, whichever is greater, or by both imprisonment and fine.

Call or Write for More Info:
866.834.0815 INFO@NRUInvestor.com

Your ad could run here!

Call us today at (310) 458-7737
Roofing

SEASONS
ROOFING

ROOFING - REPAIRS
“LOWEST RESIDENTIAL
RATES IN SO. CALIF."”

310-317-9595 o

310-779-5265 con

Turn Your Closet into Cash!

L.A’s hottest resale store!

Great Labels

DESIGNER RESALE

2

ACCEPTING e j
NEW CONSIGNERS <330,

WANTED:
LOUIS VUITTON
CHANEL
GucCcCl
HERMES
ST. JOHN

PRADA
JUDITH LEIBER
MISSONI
DOLCE & GABBANA

1126 Wilshire Blvd., Na Santa Monica

(310) 451-2277

www.greatlabels.com

LS

cxilll mreEl]l] t:nmunit].r nespapers!

One Order...One easy payment...they're waiting!
Contact (916) 288-6019; (916) 288-6010

www.Cal-SCAN.com

eI Ny SR

g/ =L £

ifornians

LOCATION 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite 202, Santa Monica, CA 90405

Santa Monica Daily Wress
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oPOOK-TIVITIES

at Santa Monica Place

Saturday, October 28th
Tuesday, October 31st

“Pumpkins &
Pancakes”

Saturday, October 28th

10-4pm
at Center Court

Enjoy a festive
pancake breakfast
from 10 to noon.*

Join the Childrens’ Museum
of L.A. for pumpkin decorating!
Open to kids ages 3-8,

from noon-4pm.

*while supplies last!

Free activities and fun
for kids of all ages!

Trick-or-Treating

Tuesday, October 31st
4-7pm

Bring your lil' pumpkin
to Santa Monica Place for a
safe, indoor trick-or-treating
experience. Receive a free candy
carrier pumpkin when you sign-up
for Kids World at Center Court.*

Pumpkin Patch

11am-8pm Monday-Saturday;
11am-6pm Sunday

Visit our Pumpkin Patch
at Center Court! Open 7 days a
week starting on October 13th,
through October 31st.

3rd & Broadway
310.394.1045
santamonicaplace.com

m A Macerich® Company Property

Costume Contest

Tuesday, October 31st
6-7pm
at Center Court

Kids 12 and under...
think you have the most creative,
scariest, cutest or best costume?
Then be one of the first 100 kids
to register for our spook-tacular
Costume Contest, which starts
at 6pm on Halloween. Prizes will

be awarded for each age group!

Registration starts at 5pm.
Contest age groups:
Newborn-1 yr, 2-4 yrs,
5-8 yrs, 9-12 yrs.
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Meroedes Bang

NEW 2006

RS500

25)°15000......

Loaded

ONLY 5 REMAINING

NEW 2007

C230="2

: & BAc + TAX PEA MONTH
; 524 FOR 27 MONTHS FULLY ECLIPPED
! 5 AT THIS LEASE PAYMENT

Micaly eqgupped

245968 + tax ficsl roniths peyment for 37 imontihs on sponoved Tee 1 aedit, 33204 oo
cosl eduction = $T45 aogusition foe = $4855 ptil dun @t signins |50 socurty daposit]
MSRF $33 608, T8 Mies . 258 por mile aacess. OTHERSS AT SRAILAR S8RGS

NEW 2007

C 280,

+ 88 + TAX PER MONTH
$29 FOR 27 MONTHS FULLY EQUSRPED
i 5 AT THIS LEASE PAYMENT

Micah equipped

2R B ¢ e firsd rrecretbe pesveneerst o 27 months on npeeeeed Ty £ orecl. 5472304 cop
oot rooiotnd 4 708 poguesition o = $45090% intol due a sgnng {80 scoutty doposi)
MERP £ 900 750 Milos/w. 758 oo e guoess. THERS AT BIMILAR Sk

NEW 2007

E350 SEDAN

538 + Be + TAX PER MONTH
FOR 27 MONTHS FULLY EQUFFED
5 AT THIS LEASE PAYMENT

Micaly equipped

S3RE.ER « tan Spst montte peymen o 27 rionths on sppesved Tierr 1 creo®, $42060 cap
o] rechuclion + $T06 adtpisibon Too = S4000 tolsl duo pf sginng |30 socurity dopaail)
MWASRP 851 306, 7.5 Miles Ao 254 per etk seceay. OTHERS AT SIMILAR SayPGE,

NEW 2007

ML350

+ B8 + TAX PER MONTH
FOR 27 MONTHS FULLY EQUEPED
39 5 AT THIS LEASE PAYMENT

Micaly squipped

£300 BE + t St monibs peymerd Tor 27 months on oaporovesd Tier 1 orecl®, $42040 oo
oot redicton + § 790 aonuindion fes = S490909 totnl dus ot aigning (S0 seounty deponk)
NISEP SAG B0, T BH Mies v 258 por mila sacssms, OTHERS AT SIMEAR SSRGS

NEW 2007

GL450

$ + B + TAX FER MONTH
\ FOF 27 MONTHS FULLY EQUIFFED
\L 49 5 AT THIS LEASE PAYMENT

Micely equipped

$A A BR o g Bt mionihs. pesmmers for 27 rormins. on apeeceed Tier ] croor, S04 cap
COR! FoCTon & S TS acqpston Tee = S4000 wial due o signing (S0 pecirily Geposk)
MSRP §57.E75. 7.5K Mies/vw. 251 ped mile eediss. OTHERS AT SIMILAR SAMNGS.

NEW 2007

CLS55C

+ B + Tax PER MONTH
FOR 27 MONTHS FLILLY EQLEEPED
6995 AT THIS LEASE PAYMENT

Loadad! Premiurm Package, Mawgation

+ o frsl roomihe peprent for 27 mooiths on aopnoesd Tier AL ookl $52048 G
-cne: ﬂ'.'U\.ILuD-!l - i ] :mq.l:tm fee = 50050 oinl due m sEnrg (50 secunty depost)

[W.LSIMONSON|

WILSHIRE BLVD,

=

&

17 TH 5T.

U

AR avertissd prices: aochd govermmant
faes and toers, any finanoe chamges, am
deier document preparation - changes

MSRP $71LALE 75K Miles A, 76546 por mile eess JTHERS AT SIBNLAR SAVRIGS
el ary ermission rm"r':ln champa Ad

1 800 784 7160
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