
BY RYAN HYATT
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITYWIDE — As the countdown
continues for Santa Monica to find a
replacement for its top administra-
tor, community members are begin-
ning to discuss the qualities they
would like in a new city manager.

City Manager Susan McCarthy,
who has held her position since
1999, informed the City Council in
July that she will retire in
November. She has worked for
City Hall for 24 years.
Responsible for the “belt-tighten-
ing” that enabled City Hall to ride
out the post-9-11 economic down-
turn, she intends to spend more
time with her husband and aging
parents.

On Tuesday, community mem-
bers speaking to the Daily Press
lamented the loss of McCarthy,
often described as a quintessential
professional. One quality they said
they would like to see in
McCarthy’s replacement is an
ability to effectively understand
and communicate with the diverse

BY RYAN HYATT
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITYWIDE — Many Santa
Monica public workers are joining
forces with statewide groups to
oppose Proposition 75, saying it’s
an attack on their ability take part
in the state’s political process
which will have long-term reper-
cussions if approved.

Firefighters, teachers and other
public workers are among those
who oppose Proposition 75, claim-
ing that if it is approved during the
Nov. 8 special election, their abili-
ty to take political action will be
significantly diminished. Mean-
while, Gov. Arnold Schwarz-
enegger’s campaign office, which
supports the measure, said Prop.
75 will empower public workers
by forcing unions representing
them to request permission to use
their funds for political action.

According to the state’s legisla-

tive analysis, a ‘yes’ vote on
Proposition 75 means public
employee unions would be

Big Blue not taking
commuters for a ride
BY JASMIN PERSCH
Special to the Daily Press

DOWNTOWN — Passengers
fearing their daily commute is
about to get more costly, in
light of soaring gas prices, may
want to show their local trans-
portation company some
tokens of affection.

While the Big Blue Bus is
expected to pay nearly $1 mil-
lion more in gas this year, Big
Blue officials aren’t planning
to scale back services or
increase fares.

Officials at the city-run bus
system predict that fuel costs
will be 26 percent higher than
expected this fiscal year, which
ends next August, said Big Blue
Bus spokesman Dan Dawson.

According to Dawson, the
estimated budget for gas was

Rochester, N.H., physician Terry
Bennett has been scheduled for a
December disciplinary hearing by the
State Board of Medicine, based on a
complaint that he much too bluntly
warned an obese female patient to
lose weight or face health and love-life
problems (comments that allegedly
caused her emotional distress). Said
Bennett, “I tried to get her attention.”
Also, a 2001 complaint against
Bennett, which had been dismissed,
was revived by the board for the
December hearing; he had allegedly
told a patient in poor health following
brain surgery that she might as well
buy a gun and end her suffering.
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A newspaper with issues

Today is the 291st day of 2005.
There are 74 days left in the year. 

On Oct. 18, 1767, the boundary
between Maryland and Pennsylvania,
the Mason-Dixon line, was agreed upon. 
In 1685, King Louis XIV of France
revoked the Edict of Nantes, which had
established legal toleration of France’s
Protestant population, the Huguenots.

“I do not prize the word cheap. It is
not a badge of honor ... it is a symbol

of despair. Cheap prices make for
cheap goods; cheap goods make for
cheap men; and cheap men make for

a cheap country!”

PRESIDENT WILLIAM MCKINLEY
(1843-1901)
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GABY SCHKUD
The name you can depend on!

Serving sellers and buyers

on the Westside.

(310) 586-0308

THE UNDER $10 
DINNER SPECIAL
Served from 4pm - 10pm

1433 Wilshire Blvd at 15th St
310-394-1131

Back by popular demand...

01578836

We’re in
Culver City too!

10862 Washington Blvd.
Lessons • Studio rent

Music • Instrument Repair

(310) 202-6874

Striking while it’s hot

Mark Bridges/Special to the Daily Press
Santa Monica firefighters extinguish a palm tree on the 800 block of 12th Street on Monday, after the tree was struck
by lightning shortly after noon. Firefighters said lightning struck the top of the 75-foot-tall tree, then traveled to the
bottom. The fire was quickly extinguished. The palm tree was planted about 70 years ago.

That’s a wrap

Fabian Lewkowicz/Daily Press
A cart operator protects the goods on Monday as rain continued to fall.

LOCAL Local public workers say ‘no’
to Prop. 75, other initiatives

See PROPOSITIONS, page 7 See HELP WANTED, page 6

See BIG BLUE, page 7

Manager
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talking



ARIES (March 21-April 19)
★★★ Stay in control of your temper,

though certainly this is a frustrating moment for
you. What you feel is clear becomes foggy.
Clarify, verify and double-check all communica-
tions and meetings. Tonight: Do what you need to
do for yourself.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
★★★★ Your powerful personality helps

you ease through the many ups and downs that
today provides. By now you know that a boss or
parent might be quite nebulous or into his or her
imagination. Today you get one more reminder.
Tonight: If making plans, make sure you are on
the same page as someone else.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★ You might want to let your imagi-

nation run loose, but don’t share your many wild
and creative thoughts with others right now; your
message won’t get through. Keep to yourself
right now, and don’t get into anyone else’s
issues. Tonight: Get some extra sleep.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
★★★ You aim high for what you want;

expect others to help you achieve your goals. A
key associate or partner might be more of a hin-
drance at this point than he or she means to be.
Relax and focus. You need to support yourself.
Tonight: Where your friends are.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
★★ Confusion could be your middle

name, but many other people feel confused too.
Part of the issue, as you will see, is that someone
or several people with a positive perspective
might not understand your expectations. Tonight:
A must appearance.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
★★★ It might be important to verify what

you think you heard, be it a conversation or
instructions. Take nothing for granted, and you
will be a lot happier. Your creativity and imagina-
tion could go wild. Don’t follow these flights of
fancy. Tonight: Take a long-term look at what you
have been thinking about.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
★★★★ What a partner or associate says

or does is in direct conflict with what you feel
needs to happen. Sometimes you need to let oth-
ers see the end results of your actions rather than
put in your two cents. Everyone learns best from
experience. Tonight: Say little.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
★★★ Confusion can mark the next few

days if you aren’t careful. Someone — probably
not you — has his or her facts mixed up. All you
can do is confirm and verify conversations and
meetings. Also, maintain a sense of humor.
Tonight: Go along with others.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
★★★ Keep to your daily tasks, and try to

stay away from confusion. Use care when driving,
because others, as well as you, might be disori-
ented. In fact, if you can, walk instead. Put on
music wherever you are. Tonight: Slow down.
Stay out of trouble.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
★★★ Sometimes you might not know

which way to turn. Right now, be a cynic, espe-
cially concerning a money matter. You might not
be wrong, but today carries a high element of
risk. Tonight: Fun can be a game of Scrabble.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
★★★ You are in another world right now,

and getting you to land might be difficult, if not
impossible. You might want to cocoon, but your
best bet is to stay present and don’t plunge into a
new project. Tonight: Now, homeward bound.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
★★ Take your time, even if you feel you

have much to do and so little time. You might be
more in your head than you realize. Confirm
meetings and what others say. The clearer you
are the better. Tonight: Swap the day’s war sto-
ries.
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JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS The stars show the kind of day you’ll Have:
★★★★★-Dynamic  ★★★★-Positive  ★★★-Average  ★★-So-so  ★-Difficult

Slow down tonight, Sag

A U D I T  P E N D I N G
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HOROSCOPE

Sunset Grill
A  C O N T I N E N T A L  C A F E

F O O D  T O  G O  •  D E L I V E R Y  •  D I N E  I N

B R E A K F A S T  ■ L U N C H  ■ D I N N E R

Open from 7:30am - 9pm ■ Closed Sundays & Holidays
1701 Ocean Park Blvd. in Santa Monica  ■ 310-450-7546

A Fantastic Spot for Breakfast
Y O U R  N E I G H B O R H O O D  C A F E  F O R  1 5  Y E A R S

“IT’S HARD TO SPEND MUCH HERE; IT’S EQUALLY HARD
TO WALK OUT UNSATISFIED” — THE GOOD LIFE

TRY OUT OUR BREAKFAST CREPES OR OMELETTES
BASQUAISE, GOOD MORNING PASTA

“THE CHEAPEST LATTE IN TOWN!”

01582141

The Center for Humane and Ethical Medical Care (CHEC√) Santa Monica-UCLA Medical Center
Invites You to a Seminar on

THE PROS AND CONS OF
PHYSICIAN-ASSISTED SUICIDE

TUESDAY, October 18, 2005
7:30 – 9pm

Reservations required. Call (310) 319-4189
1st United Methodist Church of Santa Monica

1008 11th Street, Santa Monica (between Washington & California St.)
(Ample parking across the street from the church on 11th Street in the underground parking structure)

Panelists
Assemblyman Lloyd Levine, Sponsor of the Physician-Assisted Suicide Bill • C. Ronald Koons, MD, Professor, UC
Irvine Medical School • Judith Ford, MD, PhD, Professor, UCLA Medical School • Michael Frederich, MD, Regional
Medical Director, Trinity Care Hospice, Visiting Asst. Prof., Dept. of Fam. Med., UCLA

Moderator
Arthur U. Rivin, MD, Emeritus Professor of Medicine, UCLA
Chair, The Center for Humane and Ethical Medical Care (CHEC√)

331 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica   2 Hours Free Parking (Behind Store)
310.451.1349 • www.readersjewelers.com Eddie Guerboian

Visit us today and see  the difference family makes.

shop where they know your name

sparkling
diamonds

COME AND VISIT OUR ENTIRE
COLLECTION OF EDWARDIAN PIECES
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SURF CENTER santa monica

bCore Surf/Lifestyle Shop bbCore Surf/Lifestyle Shop b
1451 THIRD STREET PROMENADE
IN SANTA MONICA • 310.656.CURL

SURF REPORT

LOW TIDES HIGH TIDES
Morning Height Evening Height Morning Height Evening Height

Today the
water Is:

64°

City Council, by a 4-3 vote, approved an
amendment which significantly raises developer
“in lieu” fees, the mandated contribution to the
city’s affordable housing effort. In May, the city was
found to have not kept its promises to voters that it
would be consistent in the number of affordable
housing units it produced.

Still, some feel it unfair to pass the costs on to
developers, who will be required to pay quadruple,
in some cases, what they previously had, and may
dissuade them from doing business in the city.

So this week, Q-Line wants to know: “Was City
Council correct in their assertion that higher
developer fees will equal more affordable hous-
ing, or was the hike an unnecessary passing of
the buck?”

Call (310) 285-8106 before Friday at 5 p.m.
and we’ll print your responses next weekend.

West-facing breaks are doing best with chest- to
head-high sets, bigger at times at standouts. South-
facing breaks are running waist to chest.
On Tuesday, we will be seeing some NW that will bring
in some waist- to chest-high surf from around 290-
300 degrees. 

Write us at alex@smdp.com
and tell us what the surf is doing today at your local break.

The Surf Report is sponsored by:

Sponsored by...

MONDAY 3:15 0.7 4:03 -0.3 9:27 6.4 10:15 4.9
TUESDAY 3:45 1.2 4:48 -0.4 9:58 6.5 11:04 4.4
WEDNESDAY 4:14 1.8 5:34 -0.3 10:28 6.3 N/A N/A
THURSDAY 4:41 2.3 6:25 -0.1 12:00 3.9 11:00 6.1
FRIDAY 5:15 1.7 7:20 0.0 12:42 3.1 11:25 5.7

The GalleyEST. 1934
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Rediscover The Galley’s genuine
service while experiencing our new

weekend brunch served on our
beautiful outdoor patio.

Serving Brunch from 11AM-4PM
Full Bar-Best Bloody Mary’s in Santa Monica

(310) 452-1934
2442 Main Street • Santa Monica

Since 1967
Quality  &  Value  Always!

310-399-7892
2732 Main St.

Santa Monica

Open 6am - 2:30pm Mon. - Fri.
6am - 4pm Sat. - Sun.

“There are waffles
with hot banana

topping in heaven.”

PERSONAL • BUSINESS • OFFERS

SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA
(310) 395-9922

100 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1800
Santa Monica 90401
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Holy discount! Church selling its stuff 
By Daily Press staff

Even God needs to simplify.
The Church in Ocean Park will hold its annual parking lot sale on Saturday, Oct.

22, from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Furniture, clothing, children’s toys, kitchen wares, small
appliances, household items and books will be sold in the parking lot, located at 235
Hill Street, between Second and Third streets.

Everywhere around the world, they’re dancin’ in streets
By Daily Press staff

There’s no need to travel far to witness exotic dance numbers.
Santa Monica College presents the international dance company Folklorico,

which will perform dances from Spain, Indonesia, Brazil, the Middle East, as well
as salsa, Mexican folklorico, Aztec, American jazz and lyrical jazz.

“All of the performed dances are kept in their authentic forms,” Folklorico de
SMC co-artistic director and dance professor Judith Douglas said. “They preserve
particular world cultures as well as educate our students and audiences of their beau-
ty and legitimacy.”

The performances are scheduled for Friday, Oct. 21, at 2 p.m.; Saturday, Oct. 22, at
8 p.m. and Sunday, Oct. 23, at 7 p.m. at the Morgan-Wixson Theatre, 2627 Pico Blvd.

Folklorico has toured and performed throughout Mexico and California for more
than 15 years. Call (310) 434-3000 for tickets, which cost $15. 

Ace in the hole: Battling breast cancer on tennis court
By Daily Press staff

The battle against breast cancer will be taken to the courts this weekend.
The 8th Annual “Westside Challenge to Beat Breast Cancer” will benefit low-

cost mammography screenings at Santa Monica-UCLA Medical Center
Nearly 100 tennis players, including several breast-cancer survivors, will serve

aces against the second-leading killer of American women at the tournament to be
held on Saturday, Oct. 22. Featuring a 50-game round-robin tennis marathon, the
event will raise funds to benefit the low-cost mammography screening program at
Santa Monica-UCLA Medical Center, which provides potentially lifesaving mam-
mograms and follow-up diagnostic care, if needed, to uninsured or underinsured
women in the community. In 2004, the hospital provided low-cost mammograms to
nearly 200 uninsured or underinsured women, and breast health educational materi-
als to more than 10,000 community residents.

The event was founded by breast cancer survivor Nina Nisenholtz. 
“I want other women to understand that breast cancer can and will be beaten

through education and preventive measures,” she said. 
In addition to the tennis tournament, the “Westside Challenge” features an

awards reception and silent auction. Younger guests will be treated to face painting,
entertainment, and a “Wheel of Fortune.” 

The tennis tournament and silent auction will be held from noon to 3:30 p.m. at
the UCLA/Los Angeles Tennis Center on the UCLA campus . A reception will fol-
low from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. and will be held in the adjacent Straus Clubhouse.

Dinner is served, drug-free 
By Daily Press staff

It will be a drug-free Friday night at the Santa Monica Elks Club.
The Santa Monica Elks, in conjunction with the drug awareness committee, the

youth activities committee and the Jack Showers Fund, will hold an awards banquet
for the winners and their parents of the Drug Awareness Essay Contest, the Drug
Awareness Video Contest, the Drug Awareness Poster Contest and the soccer shoot-
out. The event will be held on Friday, Oct. 21 at 6:30 p.m. at the Santa Monica Elks
Lodge at 1040 Pico Blvd. The public is invited to attend. Call (310) 980-5976. 

COMMUNITY BRIEFS
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Meals On Wheels shouldn’t have to hit the road
Editor:

I understand that Meals On Wheels, a local non-profit agency that has been deliv-
ering meals and providing necessary care to many elderly Santa Monica residents
for many, many years, is being forced out of its current location and must find new
headquarters so that it can continue to provide valuable services to our senior citi-
zens.

I find it very disturbing that the city of Santa Monica, which spends millions of
dollars funding countless homeless programs and which recently spent about $8
million of our tax dollars purchasing a large building in Santa Monica for a non-
profit agency to feed and house the homeless, refuses to help out a program like
Meals On Wheels that helps Santa Monica senior citizens.

The city just spent nearly $20 million on the Fisher Lumber property and that
building sits vacant. Why hasn’t the city stepped up and offered Meals On Wheels
this site for its headquarters? I guess the city feels that our senior citizens are far less
important than the homeless. Shame on our city.

Katherine Marie Anderson
Santa Monica

Propped up: The right to choose is all right
Editor:

Proposition 75 isn’t about the on-going power struggle between the governor and
the unions — it’s bigger than that. It is about allowing union workers to have the
political and financial freedom to choose what they support and where they offer
their support. It is about granting this right initially to the workers without forcing
them to encounter tiresome paperwork with roundabout solutions. 

The “Paycheck Protection Act” allows a union worker to have the choice whether
or not to contribute to political campaigns when he/she signs his/her contract. Why
is it that millions of union dollars go toward political fundraising to support views
not necessarily held by the whole union? The opinions of a few don’t necessarily
speak for the whole. Just because the commercials on TV are overwhelmed by angry
teachers, police officers, nurses, and firefighters condemning Governor
Schwarzenegger, doesn’t mean all union workers hold this view.

The unions hold a powerful voice over California’s legislature. The unions are
now threatened by Proposition 75 because if this passes, it may turn their powerful
voice over the Legislature into a gentle whisper. It’s about time that unions realize
their place isn’t in Sacramento and that the Legislature isn’t bound to push the
unions’ political agenda. If union workers cared about the political freedoms of their
workers, not their political influence, they wouldn’t be fighting so vehemently in
opposition to Proposition 75. 

Union workers are at least entitled to choose where their money goes, to choose
what they support, and to choose whether or not they want their hard-working
money to sustain the unions’ political agenda. 

Julie Dlugokecki 
Malibu

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Last week Gov. Schwarzenegger
signed a bill designed to prevent children
from purchasing violent video games. The
bill was drafted by the Speaker Pro Tem,
Leland Yee, and it makes it illegal to sell
or rent video games that “depict serious
injury to human beings in a manner that is
especially heinous, atrocious, or cruel,”
according to speaker Yee’s office. 

The governor, in his latest bald-faced
attempt to shore up his flagging base,
signed this bill, amidst the increasing din
of gossip that he is in negotiations with
James Cameron to star in “Terminator 4.”
The “Terminator” movie franchise is of
course known for its intelligent content,
and message of peace and tolerance.

Ignoring the obvious hypocrisy of the
governor simultaneously trying to increase
his “protect the children” credibility, while
getting ready to gear up for yet another kill
fest, I have to wonder why the legislature
actually believes that if we outlaw some-
thing it will change the world.

Our politicians love to engage in these
Don Quixote games that really serve to do
nothing more than showcase the self-
aggrandizement and hypocrisy of the peo-
ple that we send to Sacramento to run our
state. Writing legislation that gets head-
lines but no traction is useful for the re-
election campaign, but frankly a waste of
paper and time.

To think that we can prevent our chil-
dren from getting access to violent games,
tobacco, liquor, drugs, guns, or sex, simply
by writing a law, is evidence of the degree
to which we are willing to ignore the obvi-
ous realities of the world in which we live.

I say this only because I am aware of
how easy it was for me as a teenager to
obtain what was the hot drink at the time,
Bartles and Jaymes. All I needed to do
was find an upperclassmen who was pre-
maturely hairy, get to a seedy liquor store
and for the price of a six pack, we had our
evening’s beverages.

One need only look at the number of
children who are being sent to the various
stupidly expensive rehab centers around
the country to see that drugs and alcohol
are endemic.

The language of the violent video
games bill is clearly targeted at those
overprotective parents who vote with their
religion, but ignore their children. To use
phrasing such as “especially heinous, atro-
cious, or cruel” is to try and parse an
exception that will allow the video game
manufacturers to continue producing  their
product, while allowing the politicians to
look like they are “tough on violence.”

I point this out, only because it strikes
me as particularly ironic and hypocritical
that a state which uses the celebrity of its

actor governor to market itself, would then
turn right around and introduce, pass and
sign a bill that should effectively disallow
the video game based on the character he
portrayed, to be sold to its primary audience
— as he prepares to replay that character.

The worldwide video game industry,
with revenues of $24.5 billion last year, over-
took movie box-office receipts, and sales are
expected to soar to $55 billion by 2008,
according to PriceWaterhouseCoopers. With
this huge and growing market, trying to put
the genie back in the bottle of content control
is nothing but a vain exercise.

Like alcohol, tobacco, drugs, sex and
gambling, the more we try to keep “adult
content gaming” away from the kids the
more they are going to want it.

Frankly, this is yet another attempt by
an overly zealous government to take the
role of parenting away from the parents,
and punish the retailers, all in a bald faced
move to shore up flagging poll numbers. 

I find it appalling that the Republican
governor, a man whose own history of pot
smoking and sexual festivities are well
known and publicized, would sign such an
intrusion into the personal arenas of indi-
vidual freedoms and parental rights. For a
man whose own personal fortune, much of
which came from the fascination of young
men with violence, to now advocate such
a “non-violent” stance, is shocking.

It is equally distasteful to me that the
Democrat from the 12th district would
write such a piece of legislation. The
Democrats, I thought, were about freedom
to choose, personal liberties and are sup-
posed to be the “loony left.” This bill is
patriarchal and has no place on our books.

Parents should be raising their children
with the morals and values that they
choose to instill. Parents should be active
in the ongoing monitoring of their chil-
dren’s activities, whether that be what
they read, watch or play. The billboards
tells us that being a parent is a lifetime
job, and the hardest work you’ll ever love.

If that is true, then government should
get out of the way. As a society, the more
we abdicate to the legislators to decide,
the less rights we have.  We cannot look to
them for moral guidance.

The governor should do what he does
best: be in front of a camera, or on a loft
development work site. He should not be
bothering about what video games a child
can buy or not. The fact is that any kid
who wants a “banned” video game will
get one. And with the new rules in place,
come January, the video game builders are
likely to see an upsurge in their sales.

Governing should be about how we
provide for ourselves as a society. It
should be about public assets such as
roads, schools, and emergency services.
Its mandate should be to provide for us
that which we cannot provide for our-
selves. Its boundaries should end where
we can take care of ourselves.

(David Pisarra can be reached at (310)
664-9969 or dpisarra@pisarra.com.)

Game over: Governor
hypocritical on rights

WHAT’S
THE POINT?

BY DAVID PISARRA

Can’t find the Daily Press in your neighborhood? 
Call us. We’ll take your suggestions. (310) 458-PRESS (7737)

Got 
News?

If you see news happening 
or have something to report, call

the Santa Monica Daily Press 
at our NEW tipline!

Call 310.285.TIPS (8477)
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Don’t tell my next-door neighbor, but I
have a severe addiction to pugs. 

As most junkies do, I try to keep my
bad habit under wraps, admitting only to
smaller foils like gum chewing and exces-
sive soda drinking. But as soon as I leave
the house, my main downfall waits for me
on every corner. 

I think it’s planned. A woman a com-
plex away has two pugs, one blonde and
one mixed with freckles. A second woman
has a pug and another dog that is not pug. 

That is how an addict classifies other
dogs — not a pug.

Nearly every walk I take on Montana,
Wilshire, you name it, I see at least one to
two puglets — three if I’m lucky. And do
I pet them? Yes, yes I do. 

Not all the time, for I don’t want the
frequent run-ins to realize the seriousness
of my addiction. For the most part, except
for the occasional “yippee” of delight that
slips, it appears as if I have everything
under control.

If you look around my apartment full of
pug birthday cards (one where he’s fever-
ishly playing the drums), pug stuffed ani-
mals, and two pug calendars, however,
you might notice that something is not
right.

Normal people don’t have “Count
Pugula,” a little pug in a vampire cape
with tongue sticking out as their October
picture.

But I’m pretty skilled at pretending I
have things under wrap. That is until my

next-door neighbor moved in four months
ago with her small pug named Lola. 

Lola, a baby pug that scampers up to
her gate almost every time I pass with
those googly eyes and a fuzzy throw toy.
Lola, who runs into my apartment the
minute her owner lets go of the leash. 

I fear for my life that Lola’s mom will
find traces of my addiction in the house,
like the Pugsy Malone card sitting in the
living room. I fear, quite frankly, that I
won’t want to give her back.

I try to act bored, nonchalant when I
see Lola. I solicit a perfunctory pet, and
then walk away disinterested. It’s
buyable, but inside I’m melting feverishly
from her quirky, funny glare. I’m desper-
ately hoping her owner won’t catch on to
my compulsion, fearing I might steal her
puggie one starry night. 

So when Lola approaches me at her
gate with fluffy stuff in hand, I throw the
toy and walk away quickly. Neither of us
should have to deal with those painful
good-byes. All I want to do is baby-sit on
the weekends. Is that so wrong?

I’m not sure if that would be a safe
move on the owner’s part either. Most of
the friend requests I get on Myspace.com
are from animals smaller than two feet
tall. I never deny them, though. How can
you say no to the scrunchy face bunch? 

I don’t know when it started, or what
the root of the problem is, but with pugs
I’m at the point of no return. All I know is
that Santa Monica is a terrible place to live if
you’re a recovering pug addict. Thankfully,
I’m not. I’m very happy and complacent
with my incapacitating addiction.

Just don’t tell my next-door neighbor,
please?

(Heidi can be reached at anydayin-
la@gmail.com.)

Ruff housin’ made easy
thanks to pug addiction

ANY DAY
IN LA

BY HEIDI MANTEUFFEL
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Let them know where to eat...
CALL US TO ADD YOUR RESTAURANT TO OUR BI-WEEKLY DINING GUIDE.

(310) 458-7737

groups that comprise Santa Monica, as she
was able to do, they said.

“We have a benchmark of what high-
quality leadership is,” said John Deasy,
superintendent of the Santa Monica-
Malibu Unified School District. “More
specifically, I am interested in a city man-
ager who can work with all of the variety
of constituency groups that actively exist
in Santa Monica, all of whom wanting to
have their voices heard and concerns
understood.”

COMMUNITY GROUPS WEIGH IN
In addition to the need to be able to

speak to various groups, Deasy said he
would hope the new city manager has the
understanding that the public schools are
an integral part of the health of the econo-
my and the wealth of local real estate.

“I want to maintain the great working
relationship between the city and public
schools,” Deasy said. 

Denny Zane, who founded Santa
Monicans for Renters’ Rights, a powerful
group with a long-standing history work-
ing for social causes in the city, said a key
characteristic of the new city manager
should be an understanding of Santa
Monica’s past history and appreciation
that residents want little done to the com-
plexion of their neighborhoods.

“The objective of the new city manag-
er should be preservation of what we
have, not a modification of it,” Zane said.
“We need someone who is committed to
our high quality of life and environmental
stewardship.”

Calls to Santa Monica development
community, including business organiza-
tions and their legal representatives, were
not returned by press time.

Through McCarthy’s efforts, Santa
Monica has maintained its triple A bond
rating while supporting big-ticket capital
improvements that have been in the works
since the 1990s. Some of those projects
are expected to open this year, including
the $55 million Main Library, the $13 mil-
lion Virginia Avenue Park expansion and
the new $722,000 skatepark at 14th Street
and Olympic Boulevard. She garnered
support for the recently increased hotel
room tax in order to strengthen Santa
Monica’s present and future financial
base.

McCarthy will be leaving her successor
to complete a two-year overhaul to the
city’s planning and traffic plan, which will
set policy for development and transporta-
tion in Santa Monica for the next 20 years.
The $120 million Civic Center complex, a
$90 million downtown parking plan and
the redevelopment of Santa Monica Place
mall are further undertakings she has
helped manage, which will be carried on
by other leaders.

Carole Currey, chair of Santa Monica
College’s board of trustees, said she
would like to see an administrator who is

responsible and responsive to the elec-
torate. She said McCarthy has helped
facilitate recent issues between SMC and
City Hall, and she hopes the next city
manager may also be amenable to the col-
lege.

Oscar de la Torre — a local school
board member and director of the Pico
Youth & Family Center, a city-supported
organization which helps struggling youth
and their households — said the new city
manager needs to be skilled in integrating
the community voice in every decision or
proposal that is made.  

Santa Monica’s top administrator will
also have to be effective at holding every
city group accountable, including the
Santa Monica Police Department, he said. 

“(The new city manager) should be a
fearless champion of non-violence, equity
and social justice,” de la Torre said.

THE SEARCH SO FAR 
The City Council agreed in September

to authorize the service of a headhunter,
Lisa Mills, to help fill the city manager
vacancy. Mills has a background in
recruiting for public service positions and
came highly recommended from city
staff. 

City Councilman Bob Holbrook said
the decision to go with Mills, which the
City Council decided in closed session,
also was a reasonable one from an eco-
nomic standpoint. Mills is charging City
Hall a flat fee of $17,000. Other fees, such
as advertising costs, also are expected to
be passed on to City Hall, but Mills
intends to keep those close to $4,000,
Holbrook said.

Mills said she has received interest
from more than 30 individuals for the
position. She has prepared a brochure,
which includes the salary and benefits,
and mailed it to 150 people in California,
primarily to managers of cities with popu-
lations of more than 65,000. 

Mills also has sent an e-mail to the city
managers with the brochure attached as a
PDF file, to be certain they are aware the
position is available.

The brochure advertises a salary range
of $225,000 to $250,000 per year, with
perks that range from free health care to
12 holidays and one vacation day accrued
per month. 

Mills also has advertised the position
on the Web site and a monthly publication
issued by the International City Managers
Association, a group that is well-regarded
in the area of public service, she said.

Holbrook said Assistant City Manager
Gordon Anderson has expressed interest
in the position.

The City Council hopes to interview
the candidates in coming weeks and have
a new city manager signed on by
December, when Holbrook is expected to
become mayor. 

The City Council anticipates a possible
one-month lag during which it may
appoint an interim city manager.

Help wanted: Officials
discuss leadership post
HELP WANTED, from page 1

INTERESTED IN YOUR DAILY FORECAST?

CHECK OUT THE HOROSCOPES ON PAGE 2!
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You’re invited
to a Grand Opening Event at the Auto Club

Insurance/Financial Travel Automotive Member Services

Please stop by to help us celebrate the opening of the new Santa Monica

location of the Automobile Club of Southern California. We’ll have food, prizes

and office tours, plus you’ll have an opportunity to learn about the many 
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• Full-service Travel Agency 
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• Member Discounts

• and more
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Southern California

2730 Santa Monica Blvd.
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Join us for:
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required to receive annual, written con-
sent from government employee union
members and nonmembers to charge and
use any dues or fees for political purposes.
On the flip side, a ‘no’ vote means public
employee unions could charge and use
dues or fees for political purposes without
consent.

Darrell Ng, a spokesman from
Navigators — the firm handling the gov-
ernor’s outreach for the special election
— said that Gov. Schwarzenegger sup-
ports Proposition 75 because he believes
public employees should have the right to
choose when money is taken out of their
paychecks for political campaigns. 

Ng said the governor also supports, in
concept, similar restrictions on corpora-
tions that would require them to also
receive pre-approval before using share-
holder money for political campaigns.
However, Ng acknowledged such a com-
ponent hasn’t been incorporated into the
current initiative.

Harry Keiley, president of the Santa
Monica-Malibu Classroom Teacher’s
Association (SMMCTA), said supporters
like to call Prop. 75 “paycheck protec-
tion,” but in actuality it’s a deceptive mea-
sure to silence the voice of firefighters,
nurses, teachers and police officers.

He also said it’s not necessary because
current laws protect the rights of public
workers. In California, a public employee
cannot be forced to join a union and can
opt out of making their dues contribute to
political activities, Keiley said. 

Keiley said another aspect of Proposition
75 voters need to take into account is that
American corporations outspend unions by

a margin of 24 to 1 on political action.
Therefore, if Proposition 75 passes, it
would obligate state unions to take further
steps to garner the financial support it
receives to promote labor interests.

Santa Monica Fire Capt. Ken Polhill,
based at Station No. 5, represents the local
Firefighter’s Union No. 1109. He is espe-
cially concerned with Prop. 75 because he
believes there are misconceptions being
pushed by some conservative media out-
lets which have taken a supportive stance
on the measure, but are misconstruing
how unions within California operate. 

Namely, Polhill said union membership
isn’t obligatory. However, public employ-
ees covered under union contracts are billed
for the negotiations unions make on their
behalf, regardless of membership status.

Polhill said Prop. 75 would require
union offices to contact individual mem-
bers and confirm whether or not they
would like to apply their dues toward
political action. Such an administrative
task would tie up union offices in paper-
work and hamper their ability to raise
funds and act, Polhill said. 

Currently, union members may elect to
not have their dues go toward political
action, but they must make the request,
not the other way around, Polhill said.

Keiley said the SMMCTA and others
are fighting the special election measures
through joint efforts at their office at 1508
18th Street.

TAKING SIDES ON INITIATIVES
Three of the eight ballot measures —

Propositions 74, 76 and 77 — were initi-
ated by Gov. Schwarzenegger and his sup-

Teachers: ‘Paycheck
protection’ deceptive

$2.8 million, but rising fuel prices have
bumped it to $3.5 million. The Big Blue
Bus will use capital reserves to make up
the difference. 

The transportation agency paid $2.22
per gallon for diesel fuel and 87 cents per
gallon for liquefied natural gas this August,
Dawson said. Both increased significantly
since last August. Diesel fuel rose 50 per-
cent and LNG jumped up 18 percent.

If high fuel costs persist, the trans-
portation agency will consider reducing
bus services and postponing improvement
projects, he said. As a last resort, the Big
Blue Bus will increase fares, but officials
aren’t planning on it. 

“In this time of rising gas prices, when
public transportation is even more impor-
tant, we will do everything possible to
maintain and improve service for the com-
munity,” said Stephanie Negriff, director
of transit services. 

The Big Blue Bus is expected to add more
fuel-efficient buses to its fleet next year. 

The new buses — an experimental
hydrogen bus and four hybrids — are
expected to cost about $1.7 million,
Dawson said.

The transportation agency is paying a
portion of the price of the hydrogen bus,
which costs about $345,000. A grant from

the Air Quality Management District will
cover the remainder.

The hybrid buses are 20-seaters that
will travel short distances, connecting
people to local places of interest, like
neighborhoods to business centers or
schools. 

The fleet of around 210 buses is slowly
being converted completely to LNG, with
half of the buses running on the cleaner,
less-toxic fuel.

“LNG is cleaner and better for the envi-
ronment,” Dawson said. “It’s also quieter,
so the buses aren’t as loud.”

The transportation agency hasn’t
bought new diesel buses in five years, but
it doesn’t retire the old ones until they
flunk evaluations, he said.

In addition, the transportation agency is
also planning for a series of technological
improvements. 

Global Positioning Systems will be
installed in buses to count the number of rid-
ers getting on and off at individual stops. This
will help Big Blue better plan how many
buses to send out on busy lines, Dawson said,
adding that ridership numbers have increased
by 1 percent since last August.  

The GPS systems will also allow dis-
patch operators to direct bus drivers to
faster routes, while customer service staff
will be able to give people who call in more
accurate information on street conditions.

Big Green: Bus company
building fuel-efficient fleet

PROPOSITIONS, from page 1

BIG BLUE, from page 1

See PROPOSITIONS, page 8
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porters. Two of them will affect public
education, according to Marc Saltzberg,
president of the West L.A. Democratic
Club and a chief organizer of the local
campaign to fight some of the initiatives.

Proposition 74, which Schwarzenegger
has dubbed the “Put Kids First Act,” is a
measure which its supporters say is
intended to improve teacher accountabili-
ty in the classroom by putting them on
probation for five years before they can
obtain a permanent position.

Ng said there are only 12 states that
have a probationary period of one or two
years. The other 38 states have probation-
ary periods of three years or more.

California’s teachers also are paid an
average of $58,287 per year, compared to
the national average of $46,726, accord-
ing to Ng. At the same time, California’s
cost of living is only 6 percent higher than
the national average, yet the state’s teach-
ers earn 23 percent more than the national
average. Proposition 74 would improve
California’s education system by being
able to better manage some teachers, Ng
said. 

Saltzberg disagrees with Schwarzen-
egger’s conclusions about what effects
Prop. 74 will have on public education.
First, he said the ballot measure, if
approved, would detract the best educators
from working in California, since it’s not
realistic to expect top talent to endure a
five-year probationary period when they
could go elsewhere. Second, he said peo-
ple who are working during a probationary
period tend to not speak up. Having a five-
year probationary period is too long and
may serve as means for administrators to
have too much control over their teachers.

Proposition 76, which Schwarzenegger
has dubbed the “Live Within Our Means
Act,” is intended to improve the manner in
which the state manages its financial
affairs by preparing a “rainy day fund” for
future economic downturns. It also would
allow Schwarzenegger to make mid-year
cuts to some groups that receive funding.

Since 2000, according to Ng, state rev-
enues have increased by $12.5 billion,
while expenditures have increased by
$23.5 billion. Proposition 76 is intended

to stabilize revenue over a period of years.
It would also eliminate one of the major
ways to reduce education funding, Ng
said.

Contrary to some reports, Ng said the
measure would give the governor the abil-
ity to correct a 1.5-percent discrepancy
between revenue and expenditures within
the state budget if the legislature fails to
correct the problem within 45 days.
However, the legislature may also revoke
the governor’s budget if it is able to agree
on one besides that which the governor
proposes.

According to Keiley, Proposition 76, if
approved, would take money away from
schools that was guaranteed in previous
legislation.

“It’s an unprecedented power grab by
the governor,” Keiley said. “This kind of
unchecked power is dangerous.

“Our public schools need more fund-
ing, not less.”

WESTSIDE DEMOCRATS
ORGANIZE AGAINST MEASURES

Westside Democrats have opened a
Santa Monica headquarters from which
they intend to fight the governor’s special
election and other ballot measures.

Keiley said the SMMCTA has permit-
ted a group called the Democratic
Westside Coalition (DWC) to open up an
office at its headquarters at 1508 18th St.
from where volunteers are hosting ballot-
initiative information events, conducting
phone-banking, offering voter registration
and canvassing area precincts, Keiley said. 

Saltzberg said the DWC has had booths
set up at local events, such as the Farmer’s
Market, where they have been offering
information to the public about the special
election. In addition, they have hosted
Westside rallies and will continue to do so.

From 4 p.m. to 9 p.m. on weekdays and
12 p.m. to 8 p.m. during weekends, volun-
teers have also been calling Westside resi-
dents to see if they have any questions about
the special election. Saltzberg said phone
bank operators try to clarify any issues about
the ballot measures they may have.

The DWC has also been hosting work-
shops where members of the public may
come and ask questions about the group’s
positions on the ballot measures.

Westside Democrats
fighting propositions
PROPOSITIONS, from page 7
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SM COLLEGE DISCOUNT SALE

GLORY BEAUTY SUPPLY & SALON
1840 LINCOLN BLVD., SANTA MONICA
(Tue-Thur: 10:30-7pm, Sat: 10:30-5pm, Sun: 11-5pm)

“As an SMC Alumni, I would like
to offer 15% off to SMC students with

a valid SMC ID on any purchase!”
– GLORIA(Discount may not be combined with any other offers.)

FINALLY AFFORDABLE HEALTH INSURANCE

Made available through your membership in the Alliance for
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and personal benefits.

• Affordable rates for individuals and families
• ANY Doctor or Hospital
• No pre-authorization
• Ages 1 to 63 years old
• Rated “A-” (Excellent) by A.M. Best***
• Optional benefits available**
• Worldwide 24-hour coverage+
• Life Insurance — Cancer Insurance Available1

Roberto Medina
Field Service Representative/Licensed Insurance Agent

TEL. (310) 487-7598

* Association group insurance products are underwritten by Mid-West National Life Insurance Company of Tennessee; Home Office: Oklahoma City, OK. Association membership required. **These benefits
require additional premium. ***Independent analysts who rate and review insurance companies. Ratings are reviewed and affirmed regularly. This is the 4TH highest of 16 ratings. +Within the first 30 days of
travel outside US or Canada. 1This is a cancer only insurance policy and is subject to it’s own exclusions and limitations. This policy is not available in all states. MW/NATL0199 Exp. 12/06
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Car insurance with

PERSONAL SERVICE.
No extra charge.

At State Farm® you get a competitive rate and an agent dedicated to helping you get the
coverage that’s right for you and the discounts you deserve. Nobody takes care of you like
State Farm. Contact me. I’ll prove it.

Providing Insurance and Financial Services

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company • State Farm Indemnity Company Bloomingtan IL • statefarm.com®

David B. Rosenberg, Agent
Insurance Lic. #:0618319
1220 Lincoln Blvd., Santa Monica CA 90401
Bus: 310-458-3400 P040201 05/05

BY GREG SANDOVAL 
AP Technology Writer 

SAN FRANCISCO — For most of us, a
dead battery in our cell phone or digital
camera is an annoyance. For surgical tools
salesman Jason Paul, it can cost him big
money. 

Paul counts on his smartphone — a cell
phone that can perform computing chores
— to check his stocks and send e-mail. He
logs more than 3,000 minutes a month in
calls to his clients. He also uses his phone
to show doctors video clips of how his
products perform in the operating room. 

“When I’m using it like this, which is
most days, I maybe get two or three hours
out of the batteries,” says Paul, who works
for Fremont, Calif.-based Rita Medical
Systems Inc. “If it goes out and some doc-
tor is trying to get a hold of me and can’t,
then they get angry. You’re only one bad
case away from losing a customer.” 

Paul, 29, is among a growing number
of consumers becoming ever more depen-
dent on their energy-hungry gadgets. But
smartphones, laptops, digital music play-
ers and portable videogame consoles tend
to gobble up more power with every addi-
tional feature. 

Battery makers are racing to keep up,
finding new ways to pack more power
into smaller and smaller spaces. 

The technical challenges are daunting.
Most people have little understanding of
the complex and volatile chemistry that
occurs in their batteries each time they
videotape the kids at soccer practice or lis-
ten to their iPod, says Brian Barnett, man-
aging director of research and develop-
ment firm Tiax Llc. 

“Can you imagine a chemical plant that
has to operate in a closed condition and
send energy forward and backward 500
times?” Barnett said. “And you can’t send
anybody in to do maintenance. People
who operate chemical plants laugh, but
that’s what we do with a rechargeable
cell.” 

Much of the research is centered on
improving the lithium ion battery, which
has revolutionized the electronics industry
since it was widely adopted in the mid-
1990s. Found in most mobile electronics
gear, lithium ion batteries are energy
dense, smaller and lighter than nickel-
based batteries, but are often more expen-
sive. 

They work by mixing lithium cobaltate
at the positive terminal and graphite at the
negative. The two materials produce a lot
of energy when they react with each other. 

Some of the scientists involved believe
lithium ion has maxed out as a power
source. And some companies are already
coming up with new materials to replace
cobaltate and graphite. 

Sony Corp. and Matsushita Electric
Industrial Co., which makes Panasonic
brand products, each announced earlier
this year that they had developed longer-
lasting lithium ion batteries by tweaking
the chemical equation. 

Both companies say their batteries can
boost the life of a battery by up to 30 per-
cent, claims that some analysts question. 

Sony says it replaced graphite with a
mixture of tin, cobalt, and carbon for its
“hybrid” battery, which is being rolled out
exclusively in the company’s new DVD
Handycam camcorders. 

Mike Kahn, a Sony senior product

manager, said the new materials stuff
more ions into a cell, extending the life of
the battery by 20 percent in normal condi-
tions. The hybrid outperforms standard
batteries in cold weather by 30 percent,
and recharges faster, he says. 

Kahn declined to say when Sony’s
innovation would be brought to cell
phones, laptops or other products. 

Panasonic says it’s working together
with Intel Corp. to develop an “all-day
battery,” increasing the capacity by swap-
ping cobaltate for another material the
company won’t disclose. 

The new material allows the batteries
to be discharged down to a lower voltage,
enabling users to get more runtime from
their devices. Designed to power laptops,
cell phones and other mobile electronics,
Panasonic’s first generation battery is
scheduled to hit store shelves in April,
says Kurt Kelty, director of the Panasonic
Energy Solutions Lab. 

Intel’s contribution is developing a
mobile platform technology enabling lap-
tops to take advantage of Panasonic’s bat-
tery. 

“It’s not a trivial matter to get handheld
devices to operate down to 2.5 volts,” said
Kelty, adding that most laptops are
designed to shut down when a battery gets
down to 3 volts. “Intel is going to modify
their platform so their chips can run off
the lower voltage.” 

Independent studies of the Sony and
Panasonic performance claims are hard to
come by, and some scientists suspect any
improvement has more to do with better
power management in the design of
mobile products. 

Donald Sadoway, a materials scientist
at the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, said the only way to really
test the value of Sony’s new battery is to
see it perform in a wide range of products. 

"For all we know they could have
developed more efficient displays,
improved hard drives in their cameras,” he
said. 

Finding ways of squeezing more per-
formance from available power is a huge
area of exploration for electronics makers. 

For example, they tinker with a
device’s clockwork — the term used to
describe how fast a machine performs a
specific function — to speed up energy-
eating chores. They look for ways to pre-
vent extreme temperatures from siphoning
off energy. 

Sometimes an executive in charge of
power management employs a less scien-
tific approach: begging designers to make
room for a bigger battery in the device,
said Dave Heacock, vice president of the
Texas Instruments’ portable power divi-
sion. 

“Everyone is involved in the same race
to lower power consumption of their prod-
ucts while improving them,” Heacock
said. 

Meantime, people can always buy
heavy portable batteries for backup
power, extra rechargeable batteries and
extra chargers. And lug them around. 

Paul, the salesman, is among con-
sumers who wonder what good mobile
devices if they need to be recharged so
often. 

“When you’re trying to streamline our
lives, the idea of keeping a backup bat-
tery, car charger and a standard charger is
not the ideal solution.” 

Battery makers trying
to keep juice flowing



Monday — soccer; Tuesday — piano lessons;
Wednesday — Spanish tutor …

Sound familiar? Between school and extracurricular
activities, today’s children often lead busier lives than
high-powered corporate executives. But having too
much on their plates can make children stressed and
irritable. So, how can parents determine whether their
children are overscheduled?

One way, according to Dr. Rachelle Tyler, develop-
mental-behavioral pediatrician at Mattel Children’s
Hospital at UCLA, is to honestly answer two funda-
mental questions:

■ How is my child managing a daily schedule of
school and activities?

■ How much does my child want to participate in
any specific activity?

Each child responds differently to a long day of
structured activities. Some children thrive in a busy
schedule while others feel overwhelmed.

MANAGING TIME
“Children should be encouraged to pursue an activi-

ty that interests them,” Dr. Tyler suggests. Hobbies
allow children to express themselves, and help them
grow emotionally and intellectually.  Children who par-
ticipate in sports not only grow as athletes, but also gain
valuable lessons in sportsmanship and teamwork.

However, while some children are able to complete
homework and handle a heavy schedule of other activ-
ities, others may benefit from blocks of time designat-
ed to complete and better understand their school
assignments. Parents should observe carefully how
challenging homework is for their children and how
they manage their time after school. 

WHO’S IN CHARGE?
Well-intentioned parents often register their children

for too many activities. 
“Parents sometimes feel pressure to include their

children in a variety of activities, believing that it will
give them a competitive edge against their peers,” Dr.
Tyler said. “But these parents may be pushing their
children into activities just to keep up with other par-
ents enrolling children in particular sports or classes.”

Ask your children if they enjoy particular activities
and listen carefully to their answers.  

“Children may agree to an activity if they feel pres-
sure to please parents who may want it more than they do,”
Dr. Tyler explains. “You need to honestly assess whether
you are separating your own needs from your child’s.”

Watch for warning signs that your children are over-
scheduled. Overly busy children will often appear tired,
anxious or depressed. They may fall behind in school,
miss meals or lose sleep. A healthy family life also suf-
fers when everyone is running in different directions.

HEALTHY BALANCE
Before registering your child for an activity, make

sure he or she understands the time commitment
involved with this undertaking. For example, soccer
may involve practices two or three times a week, plus
weekend games. Will your child — and you — have the
time for this schedule? And will his or her homework
suffer? School should remain the priority, so if grades
start suffering, it may be time to drop the activity.

There is definite value in down time.  
“Children need unstructured time, which is when

they can express themselves creatively and truly discov-
er themselves,” Dr. Tyler said. “Children also need to
enjoy leisure time with their families, including eating
meals together, a basketball game or a simple walk.”

I agree completely. Showing your children that you
are interested in their well-being is exactly what they
need and want the most.

(Dr. Dennis Woo is a pediatrician with the UCLA
Medical Group in Santa Monica and chair of the pediatrics
department at Santa Monica-UCLA Medical Center.)

Child-proof positive: Safe and sound
Dear Dorie,
My friend, who also has children, recently paid an

expert to come and do a safety check on her home. There
were some obvious notes like electrical outlet covers, but
also some more obscure recommendations. Can you give
me a general checklist for safety?

— Nervous Nelly

Dear Nelly,
Most home accidents involve children under the age of

5, so I applaud your focus on home safety.  Let me refer
you to a great starting place at www.kidshealth.org. This
is a user-friendly Web site that has a parenting section on
safety. Check this out once your little ones have settled in
for the night.

For right now, here are my household safety basics:
1. Remove any peeling or cracked paint.
2. Put the zaniest stickers you can find on that sliding

glass door.
3. Put guards on any second-floor window.
4. Bracket the bookshelves so they can’t fall over.
5. Put a safety gate at the top of all stairways.
6. Cover the radiators or heating elements.
7. Get rid of electrical space heaters.
8. Cover unused electrical outlets.
9. Place plastic bags out of reach.
10. Place all medications, coins, scissors and any other

small/sharp objects out of reach.

Be persistent in your safety “hunches.” You’re not a
nervous nelly, you’re a good mom protecting your little
one. Good luck.

— Dorie 

(Dorie Meek is director of the Infant & Family
Support Program. Submit your questions to “Dear
Dorie” at meek@smmusd.org, or call (310) 452-6132).
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THE LACTATION STATION
• One-on-One Consultations
• Breastfeeding Support Groups
• Breastfeeding Education and 

Support Line
• Pump Rentals
• Supplies and Equipment

(310) 829-8944  • www.stjohns.org

IF YOU HAVE
COMMUNICATION ISSUES...
WITH LOVED ONES, CO-WORKERS OR YOUR BOSS,
LEARN IMPROVED ENERGY BALANCING SKILLS AND

VERBAL COMMUNICATION STRATEGIES

C L A R I T Y  •  V I T A L I T Y  •  B A L A N C E  •  L O V E

Debra Gangale, MA, CCC, Reiki Master
310/930-9009  • www.debragangale.com  • gangale@aol.com

“Discover a Proven Way To Have A Healthier and
More Trusting Relationship With Your Child...”

empoweringparentsnow.com

If you’d like an easier way, a proven way to handle your parenting
challenges and have more time for yourself, then read on because I have
good news for you...

Linda Milo, The Parent-Child Connection Coach, is now offering a parent
coaching program to help you develop a healthier and trusting relationship
with your child. Have more livable, workable and enjoyable family life
forevermore, guaranteed.

To book your FREE session, call Linda at 310-458-2079 and you too can
start experiencing the REAL joys of parenting!

01602435

DEAR DORIE Is your child too busy?
GUEST COMMENTARY   BY DENNIS B.  WOO,  M.D.
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SPECIAL EVENTS
TODAY!  TUES., OCT. 18
PEACEFUL PARENTING and NON-VIOLENT
COMMUNICATION – How to Positively Connect
with your Kids - 7:00 – 9:00 p.m.  This FREE
workshop is presented by “The Nest…a place
for growing families” in conjunction with the
YWCA’s national campaign “A Week Without
Violence.”   Space is limited, call 398-1938 to
reserve your space.  YWCA, 2019 14th St.

HALLOWEEN HAHA’S PUPPET SHOW - 3:30 &
4:30 p.m.  
Stories and puppets for ages 3 – 7.  Free, but
tickets required, pick up starting at noon.
Ocean Park Library, 2601 Main St., 392-3804.

NATIONAL JR. TENNIS LEAGUE YOUTH PRO-
GRAM
Mon. and Wed., 4:00 – 5:30 p.m., thru Nov. 16.
This low-cost program provides tennis instruc-
tion for ages 8 – 17.  The cost is $7 for the
entire session and scholarships are available.
The program is made possible with the support
of the So. Cal. Tennis Ass. and the Amateur
Athletic Ass. and is held in cooperation with the
City of Santa Monica Rec. Dept.  For more info
contact Richard Goldenson at 358-3393 or visit
www.santamonicatennis.com.  At Memorial
Park.

SAT., OCT. 22
2ND ANNUAL ANIMALS A-Z – 10:00 a.m. – 2:00
p.m.  Learn about animals, join educational
workshops and learn about field research.
Enjoy face painting, puppets, music and craft
projects.  FREE!  New Roads High School, 3131
Olympic Blvd., 392-5153, ext. 6 for more info.

SUN., OCT. 23
CREATIVE PLAYGROUND PERFORMANCE:
Three Tales by Hans Christian Andersen, 11:00
a.m. Theatricum Botanicum, 1419 N. Topanga
Canyon Blvd., Topanga, $8, 455-3723 or
www.theatricum.com

CHECK HERE EVERY TUESDAY in OCT. for
PUMPKIN PATCH and HALLOWEEN INFO.
SAT. and SUN. THRU OCT. 30
ABSOLUTELY HALLOWEEN at the Santa Monica
Playhouse
12:30 and 3:30 p.m.  A family theatre world
premiere this show tells the heartwarming  tale
of a young girl who learns valuable lessons
about life, love and laughter from her cat on
Halloween.  1211 4th St., 394-9779, ext. 2 for
reservations, $10.50 children under 12, $12.50
adults. 

FILLMORE & WESTERN RAILWAY 
PUMPKINLINERS - Weekends in October.  Take
a train ride to a pumpkin patch sprouting more
than pumpkins.  Check out the Haunted Hay
Maze, arts and crafts, Jolly Jumps and an
antique carousel, then pick out a pumpkin to
take home.  Departure times Sat. and Sun. are
10:00 & 11:00 a.m., 12:10, 1:10 & 2:20 p.m.
Tickets $15 adults, $8 ages 4 -12, $6 ages 3
and under.  Pumpkin included with every ticket.  
HEADLESS HORSEMAN FAMILY DINNER TRAIN
– Oct. 21,23, 28 & 30, 7:00 – 9:00 p.m.   Train
ride includes a barbeque feast and trip to the
pumpkin patch.  $38 adults, $16 youth reserva-
tions required. 
Visit www.fwry.com or call 800-773-8724 for
more info or to make reservations.  Trains
depart from Central Park in downtown Fillmore. 

MON., NOV. 7 & 21 and DEC. 5 & 12 
9:30 – 11:30 a.m. & 2:00 – 4:00 p.m.  
SANTA PIER AQUARIUM – MICRO BIOLOGISTS
PROGRAM
This two-hour educational program for children
ages 3-5 includes stories, games, aquarium
exploration and crafts with a changing ocean
theme. Space is available on a first come, first
served basis so enroll as soon as possible.
Non-refundable, advance payment is required
to reserve space.  Heal the Bay members - $20
per class, non-members - $25. Please plan to
leave your children for the class.  
For more info or to register by phone call 393-
6149, ext. 102 or stop by the aquarium at 1600
Ocean Front Walk, directly under the pier. 

TUESDAY 

MOMS Club of Santa Monica Playgroup – 11:00
a.m., for children born 1/04 – 9/04. Call or
email Alison at 393-4481/riversalison@hot-
mail.com for more info.  All moms welcome!

Movies for Moms!  11:00 a.m., Loews
Cineplex Broadway Theatre, 1441 3rd St.
Promenade – for Moms and babies newborn –
1 year old.  Doors open early for socializing and
getting comfortable.  Visit
www.enjoytheshow.com/reelmoms for details. 
Oct. 18 – Two for the Money starring Al Pacino,
Matthew McConaughey, and Rene Russo.
Drama, Rated “R.” 

Storytelling
Main Library – held at Reed Park, corner of 7th
and Wilshire. 
Toddler Storytime; 10:00 a.m. For 2 year olds
with adult. 
Preschool Story Time; 10:30 a.m.; for ages 3-
5. 
Fairview Branch Library – 2101 Ocean Park
Blvd – 310-450-0443.
Cuentos Para Pequenos – 10:00 a.m., six-
week series in Spanish for 24 – 36 month olds.
Lap Time – 11:00 a.m, six-week series for
babies 0-24 months, co-sponsored by the
SMMUSD Infant & Family Support Program.  
Next session Nov. 1 – Dec. 6.
Twilight Story Time -7pm – an ongoing pro-
gram for 3-5 year olds. 
Montana Avenue Branch Library – 1704
Montana Ave – 310-829-7081.
Family Story Time – 7:00 p.m., all ages.
Ocean Park Branch Library – 2601 Main St. –
310-392-3804.
Toddler Storytime, 10:00 and 10:30. Music,
rhymes and stories for 2 to 3 year olds.
Next session Nov. 8 – Dec. 13.  Registration
required.
Tiny Tuesday Storytime at Storyopolis
For ages infant to 3.  11:00 a.m.  116 North
Robertson, Plaza A, LA.  310-358-2500,
www.storyopolis.com
Barnes and Noble at the Grove
Storytime for ages 2 – 6.  10:00 a.m.  189
Grove Drive, LA, 323-525-0270

Classes
YWCA – A Place for Parents –Toddler & Me
Class - 9:15 - 10:15 a.m. – 12 to 36 months;
Infant & Me Class – 10:45 – 11:45 a.m. and
1:30 – 2:30 p.m., 0 – 12 months;  2019 14th
St. Call 452-3881for details and prices.
YMCA – Attachment Parenting Classes - 2:00 –
3:30 p.m., 1332 Sixth St., 393-2721 (ask for
Shelana Philip-Guide or Audrey Meyer).  This
new class for mothers/dads and babies up to
12 months is presented by Karol Darsa, PsyD, a
licensed psychologist with extensive experi-
ence working with children and families.  Fees:
Members – 1 class - $40, 5 class pass - $180;
Non-members - $50, 5 class pass - $200.
BREAKTHROUGH PARENTING CLASSES – 7:00
– 9:30 p.m.
An advanced 10-week parent education course.
Continuous enrollment.  For info call Jayne A.
Major, Ph.D., Breakthrough Parenting Services,
Inc., 310-823-7846, jm@BPinAction.org.

Yoga & Exercise 
Prenatal Aqua Aerobics at the Santa Monica
YMCA
10:00 – 11:00 a.m and 7:30 – 8:30 p.m; Free
for members, non-members $90 for 10 class-
es. (also Thursday nights 7:30 – 8:30 p.m.)
393-2721. ext. 117 for more info.
Yoga Works – 2215 Montana Ave, 310-393-
5150; Pre/postnatal – 12:15 – 1:40 p.m., $15.
Mommy and Me – 1:45 – 3:00 p.m.
Mommy Care – at the Dance Factory, 11606
San Vicente Blvd., Brentwood, 310-394-6711.
Combined Pregnancy/Recovery Exercise Group
– 7:00 – 8:00 p.m.. (babies welcome, includes
baby massage and workout at the end)
Itsy Bitsy Yoga – Baby IBY (6 weeks to pre-
crawling) – 9:30 – 10:30 a.m.  With Khefri Riley
at Ocean Oasis, 1333 Ocean Ave.  Register at
www.khefri.net or call 323-549-5383.
Stroller Strides Fitness Class  – 9:30 a.m.
Mon. – Fri., Palisades Park, call 800-795-6708
or visit www.strollerstrides.com for more info.

Breastfeeding Group
The Pump Station, 2415 Wilshire Blvd., 310-
998-1981 - drop-in, first class free, $10 fee
thereafter.  Moms/babies 0-4 months, 1:00 –
2:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY

MOMS Club of Santa Monica Playgroups –
4:30 p.m., separate groups for children born in
2000 and 2001.  Call or email Alison at 393-

4481/riversalison@hotmail.com for more info.
All moms welcome!

Storytelling
The Talking Stick Coffee Lounge – 1630
Ocean Park Blvd., 450-6052
10:30 a.m.  Free story time for moms and kids
ages 0-4 at this neighborhood coffee shop. 
Fairview Branch Library – 2101 Ocean Park
Blvd – 310-450-0443. 
Toddler Story Time – 9:30 a.m., for two year
olds with adult.  
Preschool Story Time – 10:30 a.m.; for 3-5
year olds with adult.
Next session Nov. 2 – Dec. 7.
Montana Avenue Branch Library – 1704
Montana Ave – 310-829-7081.
Lap Time - 10:15 & 11:15 a.m., ages 0-2.  Next
session Oct. 26 – Dec. 14. 
Ocean Park Branch Library – 2601 Main St.
–392-3804. 
Preschool Twilight Story Time – 7:00 – 7:30
p.m.  Parents/children ages 3-5.
Barnes and Noble, Westside Pavilion – 2 pm
– ages 2-5 – 310-475-4144
Border’s, Westwood – 11a.m. – 310-475-
3444.

Classes
YWCA – A Place for Parents –Toddler & Me
Class - 10:45 – 11:45 a.m., 7 to 36 months;
2019 14th St. Call 452-3881for details and
prices.

Rhythm Child Parent & Me Rhythms, Santa
Monica Studios, 3025 Olympic Blvd.,  9:30 –
10:15 a.m.  Children explore rhythms through
drum play.  For toddlers.   $100 for 8 weeks.
Call 204-5466 or visit www.rhythmchild.net for
more info and session dates.
YWCA – A Place for Parents –Toddler & Me
Class - 9:15 - 10:15 a.m. – walkers to 3 years;
(Mon – Fri);  2019 14th St. Call 452-3881for
details and prices.
Enchanted Lunchtime Theatre at Santa
Monica Playhouse, 1211 4th St., 394-9779
11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.  For ages 3 – 5 with
parents.  This theatrical adventure includes
story time, theatre games, crafts, play building
and lunch.  Reservations required 24 hours in
advance, $19.50 includes lunch for child and
lunch.

Yoga & Exercise
Kids’ Yoga Circle, 1814 14th St., 260-2736 –
Yoga and more for ages 4 – 7, 4:00 – 5:00 p.m.
8 week session $125/Drop-in $18
Yoga Works, 2215 Montana Ave, 310-393-
5150 Pre/Postnatal – 12:15 – 1:45pm, $15
Fitness for Moms – Babies Welcome!  Step
Aerobics, 10:30 a.m. at the YMCA, 393-2721,
ext. 117 for more info.  Free for members, non-
members pay $90 for 10 classes.
Stroller Strides Fitness Class – 9:30 a.m.
Mon. – Fri., Palisades Park, call 800-795-6708
or visit www.strollerstrides.com for more info.

Breastfeeding Group
The Pump Station, 2415 Wilshire Blvd., 310-
998-1981, drop-in, first class free, $10 fee
thereafter.  Moms/babies 0-4 months, 1:00 –
2:30 p.m.

Other
Puppetolio – 1:00 p.m., 310-656-0483, 1255
2nd St., ages 3 & up, reservations suggested

THURSDAY 

MOMS Club of Santa Monica Playgroup –
3:30 p.m., for children born 3/03 – 12/03, Call
or email Alison at 393-4481/riversalison@hot-
mail.com for more info.  All moms welcome!

Storytelling
Babystyle, 1324 Montana Avenue, 434-9590
10:30 a.m.  Free story time for moms and kids
ages 0-4.  
Main Library – held at Reed Park, corner of 7th
and Wilshire.
Toddler Storytime; 10:00 a.m.; for 2 year olds
with adult.  
Preschool Story Time; 10:30 a.m.; for ages 3-
5.  
Fairview Branch Library – 2101 Ocean Park
Blvd – 310-450-0443. 
La Hora Del Cuento – 7:00 p.m.  Spanish sto-
ries, songs and rhymes for all ages.
Montana Avenue Branch Library – 1704
Montana Ave – 310-829-7081.

Toddler Story Time – 10:15 a.m., for 2 year
olds, next session Oct. 27 – Dec. 15.  
Preschool Story Time – 11:15 a.m.; for 3-5
year olds.  
Ocean Park Branch Library – 2601 Main St. –
310-392-3804.
Lap Time – 9:20 & 10:20 a.m., for babies up to
age 2.  Next session Oct. 20 – Nov. 17.

Classes
YWCA – A Place for Parents –Toddler & Me
Class - 9:15 - 10:15 a.m and 10:45 – 11:45
a.m., 12 to 36 months;  Parent Support Group –
3:30 – 4:30 p.m., age 3 – 5 years; 2019 14th
St. Call 452-3881for details and prices.
BREAKTHROUGH PARENTING CLASSES – 6:30
– 9:30 p.m.
An advanced 10-week parent education course.
Continuous enrollment.  For info call Jayne A.
Major, Ph.D., Breakthrough Parenting Services,
Inc., 310-823-7846, jm@BPinAction.org.

Yoga & Exercise
Kids’ Yoga Circle, 1814 14th St., 260-2736 –
Yoga and more for ages 8 – 11, 4:00 – 5:00
p.m.; ages 12 – 15, 5:15 – 6:30 p.m.  8 week
session $125/Drop-in $18

Prenatal Aqua Aerobics at the Santa Monica
YMCA
7:30 – 8:30 p.m; Free for members, non-mem-
bers $90 for 10 classes. (also Tuesdays at
10:00 – 11:00 a.m. and  7:30 – 8:30 p.m.)
393-2721. ext. 117 for more info.
Yoga Works – 2215 Montana Ave, 310-393-
5150; Pre/postnatal – 12:15 – 1:40 p.m., $15.
Mommy and Me – 1:45 – 3:00 p.m.
Stroller Strides Fitness Class – 9:30 a.m.
Mon. – Fri., Palisades Park, call 800-795-6708
or visit www.strollerstrides.com for more info.

Breastfeeding Group
The Pump Station, 2415 Wilshire Blvd., 310-
998-1981 - drop-in, first class free, $10 fee
thereafter.  Moms/babies 4-8 months, 1:00 –
2:30 p.m.

FRIDAY

MOMS Club of Santa Monica 
New Mother Group – 10:30 a.m. - for new
moms with babies born from 6/05 to present.
Meet for conversation, support and playtime.
All new Moms welcome!
11:00 a.m. - playgroup for children born 10/04
– 5/05.  Call or e-mail Alison at 393-4481,
riversalison@hotmail.com for more info.

Parent’s Night Out at Child’s Play, 2299
Westwood Blvd., 6:00 – 11:00 p.m. 
Kids get a night of supervised fun with pizza,
games and more while parents go out.  Ages 3-
10, $9 per hour, $7 siblings, 3 hour minimum.
Reservations required, 470-4997. ww.child-
splayonline.net
La Leche League of LA/Mar Vista – meets the
2nd Friday of each month at 10:00 a.m.  Call
310-390-2529 for info.
Planetarium Show at SMC’s John Drescher
Planetarium, 7:00 p.m. - Night Sky Show, 8:00
p.m. – featured program.  $5 adults, $4 chil-
dren.  Pico and 17th St., 434-3000. 

Classes
YWCA – A Place for Parents –Toddler & Me
Class - 9:15 - 10:15 a.m. – 12 – 36 mos.;  2019
14th St. Call 452-3881for details and prices.

Yoga & Exercise 
Fitness for Moms – Babies Welcome!  Indoor
Cycling, 10:30 a.m. at the YMCA, 393-2721,
ext. 117 for more info.  Free for members, non-

members pay $90 for 10 classes.
Yoga Works – 2215 Montana Ave, 310-393-
5150; Pre/postnatal – 12:15 – 1:45 p.m., $15.
Stroller Strides Fitness Class – 9:30 a.m.
Mon. – Fri., Palisades Park, call 800-795-6708
or visit www.strollerstrides.com for more info.

Other
Baby Attuned - Fridays, 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.,
A new program promoting sensitive parenting
and developmental awareness. Eileen Escarce,
PhD, MSN. (PSY 18819).  Introductory fee: $15
per screening with feedback.  1137 2nd Ave,
Suite 213.  By appointment only 310-367-
1155.

SATURDAY 

Storytelling 
Barnes and Noble, 3rd St. Promenade – Kid’s
Story Time – 10am, 310-260-9110
Barnes and Noble, Westside Pavilion –
10:30am – ages 2-5, 310-475-4144.
Children’s Book World, 10580 1/2 Pico Blvd,
LA - 10:30 a.m., 310-559-BOOK.
Village Books, 1049 SwarthmoreAve, Pacific
Palisades – 10:30 a.m., 454-4063.
826LA, 685 Venice Blvd, 2nd Floor, Venice –
10:30 – 11:30 a.m., ages 3-6, RSVP to info
@825LA.com or 310-314-8418.  (826LA is a
non-profit organization dedicated to supporting
students with their creative and expository writ-
ing skills, and to helping teachers inspire their
students to write).

Classes
YWCA – Toddler & Me every other Sat., 9:45 –
10:45 a.m., $15 per class; Parent Enrichment
once per month , 11:00 a.m. – noon, $15 per
class, $25 per couple.

Yoga & Exercise
Santa Monica Yoga – Pre- & Post-Natal Yoga,
Saturdays – 12:30 – 2:00 p.m.
1640 Ocean Park Blvd, 396-4040, www.santa-
monicayoga.com
Mommy Care – at the Dance Factory, 11606
San Vicente Blvd., Brentwood, 310-394-6711.
Combined Pregnancy/Recovery Exercise Group
– 8:30 – 9:30 a.m.(babies welcome, includes
baby massage and workout at the end)
Stroller Strides Fitness Class – 9:00 a.m.,
Palisades Park, call 800-795-6708 or visit
www.strollerstrides.com for more info.

Other
Absolutely Halloween  at the Santa Monica
Playhouse 
Saturdays & Sundays at 12:30 & 3:00 p.m, thru
Oct. 30; $12.50 adults, $10.50 kids ages 12 &
under.  394-9779 ext. 2 for reservations,
www.santamonicaplayhouse.com, 1211 4th St.
Puppetolio – 1:00 and 3:00pm, 310-656-
0483, 1255 2nd St., ages 3 & up, reservations
suggested
Magicopolis – 2 and 8 p.m., 1418 4th St.,
Admission is $20 for evening, $15 for matinee.
Call 310-451-2241 for info.
Precious Prints – Ceramic Heirlooms for a
Lifetime 
Second Saturday every month at The Pump
Station, 1:00 – 4:00 p.m.  Contact Kristan
Ritchie at 310-802-8013 or visit www.pre-
ciousprintsstudios.com for more info.
Lakeshore Learning Stores “Free Crafts for
Kids” – Saturdays, 11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.,
8888 Venice Blvd., 559-9630.
“A Faery Hunt” – 10:30 a.m., every Saturday
at Franklin Canyon Park.  An interactive chil-
dren’s show, searching for fairies and other
enchanted creatures in the magical canyon and
finding them!  $10, call for reservations – 818-

324-6802.  www.faeryhunt.com. Meet in the
parking lot of the Sooky Goldman Nature
Center, 2600 Franklin Canyon Dr., Beverly Hills.

SUNDAY 

Main Street Farmer’s Market – 9:30 a.m. –
1:00 p.m., corner of Main St. and Ocean Park
Blvd.  Pony rides, live music, lots of vendors
and great family socializing. 
Puppetolio – 1:00 and 3:00pm, 310-656-
0483, 1255 2nd St., ages 3 & up, reservations
suggested
Magicopolis – 2 p.m., 1418 4th St., Admission
is $15. Call 310-451-2241 for info.
Absolutely Halloween  at the Santa Monica
Playhouse 
Saturdays & Sundays at 12:30 & 3:00 p.m, thru
Sept. 25; $12.50 adults, $10.50 kids ages 12 &
under.  394-9779 ext. 2 for reservations,
www.santamonicaplayhouse.com, 1211 4th St.
Family Funday at the Will Geer Theatricum
Botonicum – 11:00 a.m  Live music and the-
atre for all ages.  $8, 1419 N. Topanga Canyon
Blvd., Topanga, 455-3723,
www.theatricum.com.

Breastfeeding
Working Mother’s Support Group 
The Pump Station, 2415 Wilshire Blvd. -  Call
998-1981 for more info.

MONDAY

MOMS Club of Santa Monica Playgroups 
Noon – 2:00 p.m.., for children born 1/02 –
2/03; 9:30 a.m. – for children born 1/04 – 9/04;
call or email Alison at 393-4481/riversali-
son@hotmail.com for more info.  All moms wel-
come!

Storytelling 
Main Library – Lap Time at Joslyn Park – 9:30
a.m.  Current session thru Dec. 12.
“Family Connections” – 10:00 a.m., immedi-
ately following Lap Time - a series of discus-
sions related to early childhood development
and growth.  Children welcome, free.
Ocean Park Branch Library – 2601 Main
Street, 310-392-3804. 
“Spanish for Little Ones”  - 11:15 a.m., for
ages 2 – 5.
Barnes and Noble, 3rd St. Promenade –
Toddler Story Time – 10am – 310-260-9110

Classes
YWCA – A Place for Parents –Toddler & Me
Class - 9:15 - 10:15 a.m. – 12 – 36 mos.;
“Playtime – A combination play time and parent
support time”, 10:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m., 2019
14th St. Call 452-3881for details and prices.

Breastfeeding Group 
The Pump Station, 2415 Wilshire Blvd., 310-
998-1981 - drop-in, first class free, $10 fee
thereafter.  Moms/babies 0-4 months, 1:00 –
2:30 p.m.

Yoga & Exercise
Yoga Works, 2215 Montana Ave, 310-393-
5150 Pre/Postnatal – 12:15 – 1:45pm, $15
Itsy Bitsy Yoga – TOT IBY (crawling – 2/3
years) – 10:00 – 11:00 a.m.  With Khefri Riley
at TURNOUT Performing Arts Center, 12113
Santa Monica Bl., St. 201.  Register at
www.khefri.net or call 323-549-5383.
Yoga Garden, - Restorative yoga for pre/post-
natal – 6:30 p.m., 310-450-0133.  www.yoga-
gardenstudios.com
Stroller Strides Fitness Class – 9:30 a.m.
Mon. – Fri., Palisades Park, call 800-795-6708
or visit www.strollerstrides.com for more info.
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NATIONAL

BY BETSY BLANEY 
Associated Press Writer 

GRAPEVINE, Texas — Capitol Hill discussions on pos-
sible sanctions against Japan, which has yet to lift its ban
on American beef, could bring higher prices for luxury
cars and high-end televisions made there, a national cat-
tle industry leader said Monday. 

Jim McAdams, president of the National Cattlemen’s

Beef Association, told Texas cattle feeders at their annu-
al convention that Japan’s refusal to reopen its markets to
U.S. beef could bring such sanctions or taxes. 

No sanctions are in place now but congressmen are
looking at the issue, which McAdams said would not
include tariffs or taxes “on goods for those who can’t
afford them.” 

Late last month, Japan’s Food Safety Commission
said it needed more time to weigh U.S. safeguards. Last

fall, Japan agreed to lift the ban, which started shortly
after a Canadian-born cow was confirmed infected with
mad cow disease in December 2003. 

After Japan said it needed more time, Sen. Saxby
Chambliss, the Georgia Republican who chairs the
Senate Agriculture Committee, said the stalling “will
sorely tempt economic trade action against Japan.” 

"The objective is not to start a trade war,” McAdams
said after his comments to the Texas Cattle Feeders
Association. “This is something none of us wants to do.” 

In the year it implemented the ban, Japan imported
more than $1.5 billion worth of U.S. beef and was the
country’s biggest customer. 

A second U.S. case of mad cow disease was confirmed
in June in a Texas-born cow. Japan, in contrast, has found
20 cases of mad cow disease. U.S. regulators proposed
last month to partially lift the ban on Japanese beef. 

After the Texas finding, Japanese officials said the
second case would not directly affect deliberations on
reopening Japan’s market to U.S. beef. A final decision
was instead dependent upon resolving remaining safety
issues. 

If the ban is lifted, the two countries have agreed to
allow the importation of U.S. beef from animals younger
than 21 months. 

Agriculture Secretary Mike Johanns, in a video
hookup with the convention, said he’s been warning
Japanese officials for months that “there was a point here
where folks on the Hill would lose patience,” and might
consider sanctions. 

But, he said, “I’m not sure that is the most expeditious
way to go about this,” Johanns said. “In fact, I would
argue that it is not.” 

McAdams and Johanns spoke to about 500 members
of the association, which numbers about 5,800 cattle
feeders in Mexico, Australia, Canada and Argentina and
the United States. Texas is the nation’s largest cattle pro-
ducing state. 

Charlie Sellers, chairman of the Amarillo-based asso-
ciation, said his group would rather Congress not have to
resort to economic sanctions on luxury products. 

“But we’ve go to start somewhere,” he said. 
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BY KARIN STANTON 
Associated Press Writer

KAILUA-KONA, Hawaii — Those who
love it plan holidays in Kona. Those who
don’t plan trips out of town. 

Since the early 1980s, this coastal vil-
lage has been the epicenter of the Ironman
world triathlon championship race that
attracts some 1,800 triathletes, families,
support crews and race staff from around
the world. 

Too often for some, all the activity
overwhelms the town. 

This year, the event closed off Kailua
Pier and some surrounding streets to traffic
from Thursday afternoon through Sunday
morning. Stores shut down while thou-
sands of spectators lined the race course
for at least a mile. Companies offering
boat, snorkeling, scuba diving, and para-
sailing tours had to suspend operations
without compensation from the organizers. 

“We lose money every year because of it,”
said Donnia Bondallian, who operates a ten-
nis academy in Kona. “As a business owner,
we don’t profit from it at all. You can’t work.
You have to close your business.” 

But she says there is still a lot to be
enjoyed. And with so much else in town
paralyzed, she says residents might as
well volunteer to help the triathlon go
smoothly. Since the first Kona race in
1981, Bondallian has joined an army of
unpaid volunteers — 5,000 this year —
who help with race preparations, aid sta-
tions, medical and massage tents. 

“If you don’t like it, you either leave
town or just stay home and clean house,”
she said. “You can hate it and still enjoy
the day. You get to meet all these amazing
people.” 

One business that did open race day
was Beaches Swimwear Hawaii, across
the street from the finish line. 

Owner Terri Ribordy said as the event
has grown, it seems to have left the local

population adrift. 
“It’s different every year,” she said.

“The only negative I feel is that it seems
Ironman is getting a little more separated from
the locals and the vendors. It used to be really
pleasant, but now it almost feels like it’s hap-
pening around you, rather than with you.”

Ribordy said she has stayed open each
of the eight years she has owned the shop,
but might close for race day next year. 

“More and more businesses are clos-
ing, but partly because you almost feel
more shut off,” she said. “And the athletes
don’t shop.” 

But it’s not all bad news for Kona. 
“We get so much positive exposure

from all the visitors and the television
coverage,” Ribordy said. 

About 300 journalists from around the
world dropped in for this year’s race.
NBC plans to broadcast an Ironman spe-
cial on Nov. 12. 

A Hungarian crew trailed compatriot
Petr Kropko as he raced to a 23rd place
finish. The crew also planned to shoot fea-
tures on Hawaii Volcanoes National Park,
kite surfing on Maui and big-wave surfing
on Oahu’s North Shore. 

While the coverage reaches millions
around the world, it’s the race and the
place that keeps people coming back. 

Jeanne O’Brien, a nurse from Seattle,
has helped staff the medical tent for five
years. She uses her vacation time from
Harborview Hospital to come to Hawaii. 

“I like it so much I bought a condo here
last year. The first time I stepped off the
airplane here, I wished I could just pack
everything up and move here right away,”
she said. 

O’Brien was joined by fellow nurse
KristiLee Bolar, who was experiencing
Ironman for the first time. 

“You get really caught up with the
enthusiasm and the excitement,” O’Brien
said. “It’s just a great reason to take a
vacation.” 

BY BECKY BOHRER 
Associated Press Writer 

BILLINGS, Mont. — The chief of the
U.S. Forest Service said he worries “less-
er issues,” such as logging and road-build-
ing on public lands, are drawing too much
attention and too many agency resources
away from more serious threats to
America’s forests and grasslands. 

“I think we need to change the national
dialogue to focus on the things that really
count the most,” Dale Bosworth said in

written remarks he was scheduled to
deliver Monday night at a scientific con-
ference at Yellowstone National Park. 

He said he sees the four greatest threats
as fire, loss of open spaces, invasive
weeds and unmanaged recreation. 

“Yet our national focus is on other
issues, like whether too much timber is
coming off national forest land or whether
we’re building too many roads,” he said.
“My biggest fear is that these other, lesser
issues are absorbing all our energy, while
more important things are falling by the

way.” 
Bosworth said the Forest Service faces

longer-term challenges, as well. These
include addressing a backlog of mainte-
nance and restoration projects; dealing
with the demands of a growing population
on resources; better understanding climate
changes; and encouraging a sound “con-
sumption ethic.” 

“Taken together, the threats and the
challenges we face today are as great as
any we’ve ever seen,” he said. “But we
can’t address them by acting alone; we

need to work together across the land-
scape.” 

Chris Mehl, a spokesman for The
Wilderness Society, agreed the Forest
Service’s focus should be on the four
areas identified by Bosworth. By compar-
ison, he said, logging’s importance has
decreased dramatically, and the agency
already has so many roads that it cannot
keep track of all them. 

The use of the lands is changing, he
said, with recreation becoming a bigger
issue. 
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BY ZARAR KHAN 
Associated Press Writer 

MUZAFFARABAD, Pakistan — A halt in heavy rains
Monday allowed helicopter relief flights to resume across
Pakistan’s quake zone, but fresh landslides hampered
efforts to move supplies by road. Officials estimated the
death toll could now be more than 54,000. 

Pakistan said it was willing to accept an offer from
rival India to send helicopters for earthquake relief oper-
ations, but without Indian pilots. The nations have fought
three wars since 1947, but India has sent quake relief aid
to its neighbor. 

“Pakistan was ... willing to accept helicopters from
India if these were offered without pilots,” the Foreign
Ministry said in a statement. “Given the obvious sensi-
tivities, we could not accept involvement of Indian mili-
tary on our side for relief operations.” 

India has sent three relief shipments to Pakistan,
including 100 tons of high-protein bars, 10 tons each of
medicine and plastic sheeting, as well as tents and blan-
kets, the Indian Foreign Ministry said. The latest ship-
ment was sent in five railroad cars to the border town of
Amritsar. 

Eight international medical teams took off from
Muzaffarabad to outlying villages, as fears grew for mil-
lions of survivors without health care and shelter in the
isolated mountains of Kashmir, particularly the thou-
sands of injured who need medical treatment to ward off
infections. 

U.S. diplomat Geoffrey Krassy estimated that about
one-fifth of populated areas had yet to be reached. 

“There are serious patients with infected wounds and
gangrene,” said Sebastian Nowak of the International
Committee of the Red Cross, after a team of its doctors
landed in Chekar, about 40 miles east of Muzaffarabad,

the capital of Pakistan’s part of the divided Himalayan
region. 

He said about 200 people in the town had not received
any medical help since the magnitude-7.6 quake struck
Oct. 8, and landing choppers there was dangerous
because desperate villagers rushed into the landing area. 

In the isolated Pakistani village of Kot Gallah, sur-
vivors like Malang Khan could only sit in the rubble of
his home, and wait. 

"No army soldier has come here to help us,” said
Khan, 45, whose teenage daughter was killed. “First we
lost people in quake, and now we will die because of cold
and hunger.” 

Landslides have blocked the road to the village, and
Abdul Ghafoor, 50, said it urgently needed tents, food
and medicine. About 750 of its residents are homeless,
and many are sick, some with broken bones. 

He said the earthquake killed about 40 people in the
village, including his wife and four children, but bad
weather could kill them all. 

In the town of Bagh, the bodies of six soldiers killed
when their Mi-17 transport helicopter crashed in bad
weather Saturday were placed into simple wooden
coffins for transport back to Islamabad. 

On the Indian side of Kashmir, conditions were grim
Monday. Torrential rain and snow turned roads into rivers
of mud, stranding trucks loaded with relief supplies for
the worst-affected Uri and Tangdhar areas, officials said. 

Officials on Sunday sharply raised estimates of the
dead. Abdul Khaliq Wasi, a spokesman for the local gov-
ernment of Pakistani Kashmir, said at least 40,000 people
died there, and the toll could go much higher. Not all the
bodies had been counted and the figure represented the
“closest estimate,” he said. 

That pushed estimates of the total death toll to more
than 54,000, including more than 13,000 in Pakistan’s

North West Frontier Province and about 1,350 in the part
of divided Kashmir that India controls. 

Confirmation of a final toll will be difficult because
many bodies are buried beneath rubble. U.N. officials
said that, so far, they were adhering to the Pakistani gov-
ernment’s confirmed casualty toll, which was 39,422. 

The United Nations has estimated that 2 million are
homeless. 

Helicopter missions in Pakistan resumed Monday after
being grounded most of Sunday because of heavy rain
and thunderstorms, which piled on the distress for the
homeless across the quake zone. 

Nowak of the Red Cross said one of its relief flights to
Chekar had to turn back over the weekend because vil-
lagers were fighting each other for supplies. 

“They had sticks and they were fighting for relief
goods. There was no perimeter security and we felt
threatened,” he said. 

Dozens of trucks have rolled into Muzaffarabad over
the past day or so, but road access further afield remains
difficult. The Pakistani military said it could take several
weeks to clear landslides blocking routes to several val-
leys. 

Maj. Gen. Farooq Ahmed Khan, the country’s relief
commissioner, said 29,000 tents and 118,000 blankets
had been distributed in the quake zone. Khan had said
earlier that 100,000 tents were needed. 

Indian authorities were struggling to deliver supplies
in its side of Kashmir, where there were at least 140,000
homeless and people were huddling in rain-sodden tents
as temperatures plummeted. 

B.B. Vyas, divisional commissioner of Jammu-
Kashmir, said air dropping of supplies to outlying areas
was halted because of the bad weather. The road to
Tangdhar, buried under 10 inches of snow, was closed,
cutting off the town. 
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BY ANNE WALLACE ALLEN 
Associated Press Writer 

BOISE, Idaho — When Boise police officials went
looking for ways to save money, they found an easy tar-
get — the department’s small mounted unit. Last month
the department sold off its horses and equipment, to the
dismay of some locals. 

Similar decisions in other cities have silenced police
hoofbeats around the country. But fans of mounted police
argue that cities are giving up valuable tools to control
crowds and win over the community. And some depart-
ments have revived their horse units. 

“That was the biggest public relations tool they had,”
said Rene Ducroux, who sold the Boise police a horse
two years ago and bought it back at the auction.
“Families will go up to a police officer on a horse and
actually have that interaction. On a horse, it breaks that
wall down.” 

Mounted police units come and go, said Patrick
Muscat, who led the Detroit mounted police unit for 21
years and wrote a book about their history. He estimates
there are still 300 mounted police units, some of them
very small, in the United States. 

"I think it’s on a decline these last few years,” Muscat said. 
Dian Cecil, who raises and sells police horses from her

farm in Lexington, Ky., agrees. 
“Sadly, it happens often,” Cecil said. “They may have

bicycles, motorcycles, dog teams, SWAT teams, scuba,
and when the city goes through hard times, then a lot of
the specialty units will be disbanded.” 

The Boise mounted patrol unit was formed in 1987

with three horses and three riders, and stayed that size for
the next 18 years. They were the only full-time mounted
patrol unit in the state, police spokeswoman Lynn
Hightower said. 

When Ducroux went to the police auction, he was dis-
mayed to see no signs the mounted unit would ever
return. 

“They sold even the bolts to the floor that held the
barn, the vacuum cleaner, rags, halters, tack. Everything
that wasn’t nailed down they sold. It was like they want-
ed to be done with it,” Ducroux said. 

Detroit disbanded its 112-year-old mounted police
unit this month. A businessman there, Bob Raisch, is
raising private donations to try to bring them back. 

“They’re the best crowd control device ever invent-
ed,” said Raisch. “More than that, it’s just the feeling of
security and well-being and sophistication that a mount-
ed policeman conveys to both citizens and visitors.” 

Sprawling Boise rarely has crowd-control problems,
Hightower said. 

“Horses are part of our western heritage that we love
to celebrate; from that point of view it really is kind of a
sad day,” Hightower said. “But it’s also a day where the
department needs to be accountable to taxpayers.” 

Ducroux and Todd Johnson, who owns Flynn’s Saddle
Shop in Boise, both said they would have contributed
their own money to keep the unit together if they had
known earlier it was being dissolved. 

“I was a little disappointed they didn’t see if there
were people in the public who wanted to carry the pro-
gram forward,” Johnson said. 

Hightower thinks it unlikely the Boise unit will return

any time soon. But the people who love police horses tell
many stories of units that came and went with the rise and
fall of new leadership. Toledo, Ohio’s seven-horse
mounted police unit was established in 1989, disbanded
because of financial problems in 1991, and re-established
in 1995. 

"It is somewhat of an expensive unit to maintain,” said
Capt. Diana Ruiz-Krause, a spokeswoman for the Toledo
police. “But when we have the big events downtown,
there’s really nothing that works like a police officer on
top of a horse.” 

The Atlanta Police Department’s mounted patrol unit
was re-established this year after having been disbanded
in 2002 because of budgetary problems. 

Horses cost a lot to keep with food, veterinarian bills,
boarding, and horseshoes adding up to a lot more than the
upkeep on a bicycle or a Segway. But with gas prices so
high, Sgt. Jay Postlewaite, the head of the Lexington,
Ky., mounted police unit, thinks horses are a bargain. 

“With the price of gasoline, over a 10-year period
you’re still going to pay less to maintain a horse than a
car,” he said. “Where the car tends to depreciate with
time and wear, the horses actually get a little better with
time and experience.” 

And horses aren’t just good for community relations;
officers sitting high on a horse can see things other offi-
cers can’t, and they can go places — parks, for example
— that other vehicles can’t, said Cecil. They even do rou-
tine police work. 

“Some of the (mounted) officers will actually sit out
with a radar gun to check traffic,” said Cecil. “People are
just amazed when they’re pulled over by a horse.” 

Boise bids adieu to its beloved police horses

Pakistan’s quake relief flights resume after the rain clears
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BY THOMAS WAGNER 
Associated Press Writer 

BAGHDAD, Iraq — Iraq’s electoral com-
mission said Monday it intended to audit
“unusually high” numbers in results coming
from most provinces in the country’s land-
mark referendum on the draft constitution. 

The U.S. military said that its war-
planes and helicopters bombed two west-
ern villages Sunday, killing an estimated
70 militants near a site where five
American soldiers died in a roadside blast.
Residents said at least 39 of the dead were
civilians. The electoral commission’s
statement came as Sunni Arab lawmaker
Meshaan al-Jubouri claimed fraud had
occurred in Saturday’s election repeating
earlier comments made by other Sunni
officials over the weekend. 

“Statements coming from most
provinces indicating such high numbers ...
require us to recheck, compare and audit
them, as they are unusually high accord-
ing to the international standards,” the
Independent Electoral Commission of
Iraq said in a statement. 

The commission said it would take ran-
dom samples from some ballot boxes to
check the results. 

An official with knowledge of the elec-
tion process said that in some areas the
proportion of “yes” or “no” votes seemed
unusual. The official cautioned that it was
too early to say whether the unusual fig-
ures were actually incorrect or what
caused the high or low numbers. 

The commission and the official did
not specify what regions had the unusual
numbers. Voting was believed to have
been highly polarized between Sunni
Arabs, who largely oppose the charter,
and Shiites and Kurds, who supported it.
The main electoral battlegrounds were
provinces with mixed populations, two of
which went strongly “yes.”

The province of Diyala, for example, is
believed to have a slight Sunni Arab
majority. But reports from electoral offi-
cials there on Sunday reported a 70 per-
cent “yes” vote and a 20 percent “no.” 

Saying whether that is unusual is also
complicated by the fact that Iraq has not
had a census for more than 15 years, so
judgments of the exact sectarian balance
are difficult. Further delaying the count
and the posting of final results, a sand-
storm swept over Baghdad on Monday,
grounding air travel. Vote tallies still have
to be flown in from the provinces, and
workers at the central counting center
were still examining results only from the
capital and its outskirts. 

Figures reported by elections officials
in the provinces to The Associated Press
indicated the constitution appeared to
have passed, with the Sunni Arab attempt
to veto it falling short. 

The acceptance of the constitution
would be a major step in setting up a
democratic government that could lead to
the withdrawal of U.S. troops from Iraq.
Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice
warned Sunday that violence will contin-
ue, even if the constitution is adopted. She
said support for the insurgency would
eventually wane as the country moves
toward democracy. 

On Saturday, a roadside bomb killed
five U.S. soldiers in a vehicle in the Al-Bu
Ubaid village on the eastern outskirts of
the insurgent stronghold of Ramadi. On
Sunday, a group of about two dozen Iraqis
gathered around the wreckage; they were
hit by U.S. airstrikes, the military and wit-

nesses said. 
The military said the crowd was setting

another roadside bomb when F-15 war-
planes hit them, killing about 20 people it
described as “terrorists.” 

Several residents and one local leader
said they were civilians gathering to gawk
at and take pieces of the wreckage, as
often occurs after an American vehicle is
hit. U.S. troops had closed off the area
Saturday, so Sunday morning was the first
chance for people to go near it. 

Tribal leader Chiad Saad said the
airstrike killed 25 civilians. Several others
said the same, although they refused to
give their names for fear for their safety. 

The other deaths occurred in the nearby
village of Al-Bu Faraj. 

The military said gunmen opened fire
on a Cobra attack helicopter that spotted
their position. The Cobra returned fire,
killing about 10. The men ran into a near-
by house, where gunmen were seen
unloading weapons before an F/A-18 war-
plane bombed the building, killing 40
insurgents, the military said. 

Witnesses said at least 14 of the dead
were civilians. After a man was wounded
in an airstrike, he was brought into a near-
by building that was struck by warplanes,
said the witnesses, who refused to give
their names out of fear for their safety. 

An Iraqi journalist reporting for AP
said he later saw the 14 bodies and the
damaged building. 

Associated Press Television News
video showed the dead included two chil-
dren and one woman. Witnesses said
seven other children were among the dead.
APTN also showed two children among
the wounded. Few voted in Ramadi, 70
miles west of Baghdad, on Saturday. 

A U.S. Marine was also killed by a
bomb Saturday in Saqlawiyah, 40 miles
west of Baghdad, the military said. Since
the war began in 2003, at least 1,976 U.S.
service members have died, according to
an AP count. 

On Monday, a drive-by shooting killed
two policemen in Kirkuk, 180 miles north
of Baghdad, and a suicide bomber
attacked a funeral for a sheik in Samarra,
60 miles north of Baghdad, killing two
civilians and wounding one, police said. 

The violence raised to 535 the number
of people who have died in insurgent
attacks across Iraq in the last three weeks. 

Many Sunnis fear the new decentral-
ized government will deprive them of
their fair share of the country’s vast oil
wealth by creating virtually independent
mini-states of Kurds in the north and
Shiites in the south, while leaving Sunnis
isolated in central and western Iraq. 

Opponents failed to secure the neces-
sary two-thirds “no” vote in any three of
Iraqi’s 18 provinces, according to counts
that local officials provided to the AP. In
the crucial central provinces with mixed
ethnic and religious populations, enough
Shiites and Kurds voted to stymie the
Sunni bid to reject the constitution. 

The Sunni “no” campaign appeared to
have made the two-thirds threshold in
Anbar province, the vast western Sunni
heartland where Ramadi is the capital, and
in Salahuddin, where Sunnis hold a large
majority and as many as 90 percent of vot-
ers cast ballots. In two other provinces
where Sunni Arabs have only slim majori-
ties — Ninevah and Diyala — the “yes”
vote apparently won out. 

Sunni leaders responded angrily, some
saying they suspected fraud and accusing
American officials and the Shiite parties

that dominate the government. While a
strong Sunni turnout suggested a desire
among many to participate in Iraq’s new
political system, there were fears that
anger at being ruled under a constitution
they oppose could push some into sup-
porting the Sunni-led insurgency. 

If the constitution indeed passed, the
first full-term parliament since Saddam
Hussein’s fall in 2003 will install a new
government by Dec. 31 following Dec. 15
elections. If the charter failed, the parlia-
ment will be temporary, tasked with draw-
ing up a new draft constitution. 
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and Quickbooks.  Knowledge of
Tussman billing system a plus.
Please fax resume to Stefanie Hall,
Polin & Hall, at (310) 449-0014.

CASHIER/ DELIVERY SM. Must have
auto w/good driving record. F/T
benefits. Fax resume to (310) 450-
6401.

OFFICE CLERICAL/ telephone/
customer service representative. 2
years general office/ computer
experience. Clean, professional
customer service attitude
necessary. Fax resume to 310-458-
3942.

Employment
CLSS - Activists! 
★ ACTIVISTS ★
20 Petitioners wanted. No experience
necessary. Flexible hours. Up to
$200/day. First call (310) 281-7529.
Additional questions: (310) 412-2450.

CLSS - Advertising Sales

Newspapers - Magazines

Classified  &  Display: Real Estate, 
Ethnic, Entertainment, Military, 

Business, Finance... 

Well established Co.
50+ years in L.A. 

www.theglobalmediagroup.

com/jobinfo.htm

ADVERTISING SALES  � � � �

Seeking: Self-Motivated, 
Energetic, Experienced 

Professionals.

• High Commissions Paid Weekly

Leads Furnished

• 

• 

Call: Paul 213-251-9100, Ex-25 

and /or Please visit:  

CLSS - Drilling and OilINVESTMENT SALES:
OIL AND GAS. DRILLING

AND OIL PRODUCTION IS
PAYING HIGH RETURN TO
INVESTORS. BEAUTIFUL

OFFICE FACILITY IN SANTA
MONICA ON THIRD

ST. PROMENADE. IDEAL
WORKING ENVIRONMENT.

POTENTIAL EARNINGS
$3500-$5000 PER WEEK. 

CALL MR. BOND
(310) 394-9800

COUNTER HELP needed. Cafe near
3rd  Street Promenade on Broadway.
Must be experienced. Apply
afternoons in person. 215 Broadway,
SM. (310) 396-9898.
CUSTOMER SERVICE Coordinator P/T
for W. LA publishing company.  
M-F 8:30-12:30pm, 20hr/wk, Pay
DOE. Must possess some customer
service and data entry exp, be detail-
oriented and proficient in Excel and
Word. Submit your resume at
www.cancom.com under Employment
opportunity or email cvr ltr & resume
to recruiter@cancom.com

Employment

DENTAL FRONT office and back
office with experience. Santa
Monica dental office FT/PT
(310) 393-9706.

ELECTRONICS ASSEMBLER. WLA,
flexible hours. Friendly company. Call
for details (310) 478-0591

FARSI TUTOR NEEDED!!
Tutor needed to build vocabulary
and improve grammar. One hour,
two to three times per week,
$30/hr. Teaching/tutoring
experience preferred. Native
command of Farsi a must!
Call Matt @ (310) 463-9662.

FIT FEMALE MODEL WANTED FOR
FIGURE DRAWING BY ARTIST. No
experience necessary call. (818) 501-
0266
I NEED one man and one woman
between ages 30-40 who look great
with public speaking ability one day a
week. $25/hr. (310) 394-1533.
LOOKING FOR a change? Front desk
for a holistic dental office. Minimum 5
years experience. Good salary.
(310) 503-6242. Fax resume
(310) 820-5047.
MUSIC AIR PLAY Campaign Sales
person in Santa Monica, P/T, 310-
998-8305 x83
NEW TAXI COMPANY needs day and
night dispatchers and drivers. Call
Don (310) 466-4063.

REAL ESTATE Front Receptionist/
Office Admin.
F/T Front Office opening for a busy,
real estate office in Santa Monica.
Seeking hard-working, positive,
team player that has outstanding
ability to organize, coordinate &
follow through on details.  
Responsibilities include (not limited
to) heavy phones, filing,
correspondence, FedEx, greeting
clients, ordering supplies &
maintaining an organized office
area. Local candidates preferred!
Must have GREAT PHONE SKILLS,
ability to multi-task and excellent
written & oral comm. 
Please submit/ fax resumes to
(310) 395-2683 or email to
info@parcommercial.com.

SALES ASSOCIATE
HARARI, high end boutique looking for
experienced salesperson. 1406
Montana Ave (310) 260-1204.

Employment
RECEPTIONIST -- 10-15 hours per
week: This person has all the skills
and charm necessary to relieve our
"director of first impressions" for 2-3
hours per day at our 9th and Wilshire
offices. This person would be our
receptionist 4-6pm. 
If you live close enough and your
schedule allows, we can add another
hour for lunch. Send resume to:
jp@thephelpsgroup.com

RESPONSIBLE PERSON
needed to hold sign for real
estate apts near Beverly
Hills. Between 10am and
4pm $10/hr. Well groomed
and own transportation. Call
(818) 709-1070.

SANTA MONICA, small private SNF, no
medicare/medical, needs RN or LVN
for relief 7am-3pm and 3pm-11pm.
Call Lisa or Pat at (310) 453-8816.

TAXI SERVICE NOW HIRING
experienced drivers and dispatchers,
must know Santa Monica area. Clean
DMV and Professional appearance.
Bring DMV printout to 2418 Wilshire
for application.

WANT A JOB
that’s Tons of Fun? 

On the Santa Monica Pier!
Love your job at 

Bubba Gump Shrimp Co.
Now hiring all positions

Apply in person
250 Santa Monica Pier

9 am – 9 pm

For Sale
SPA/HOT TUB 2005 Model. Neck Jets.
Therapy seat. Warranty. Never used.
Can deliver. Worth $5750, sell for
$1750 (310) 479-3054

For Sale
CLSS - Spread A Lil’

Spread a little love in your
kitchen (see photo) with this
2003 model Hotpoint side-
by-side refigerator. Excellent
condition w/ paperwork.
Includes H2O filter and Ice
Dispenser. Extras galore.
You be cold chillin' by the
time I get to Texas. 

CALL MICHAEL AT
310-395-6618

ONLY
$600.00

Vehicles for sale
CLSS - Cash 4 Cars

All makes & models, any condition.
We come to you and handle all paper

work. Friendly professional buyer.
Please call now! (310) 995-5898

$$ CASH FOR CARS $$

CLSS - Donate Your Car

Vehicles for sale
MITSUBISHI 
SANTA Monica
1501 Santa Monica Blvd.
Santa Monica, CA 90404
866-925-3333

1994 Lexus SC300
63K Miles, White, Lexus Quality

$12,995 VIN# 018833

2000 Chevy Camero Z28
Red/Black, Premium Wheels, Leather

$14,995 VIN# 100506

2001 Mitsubishi Eclipse GT
Spyder, Convertible, 52K Miles

$15,995 VIN# 085890

2004 Subaru WRX/STi
Hot, Turbo, Blue, AWD
$27,995 VIN# 523266

2005 Mitsubishi Lancer EVO 8
AWD, 2K Miles, Perfect!
$28,995 VIN# 016502

FREE GAS
Courtesy of

Mitsubishi Motors

1501 Santa Monica Blvd.
Santa Monica, CA 90404

866-925-3333

Instruction
DIEGO FENTON GUITAR INSTRUCTION
Rock, Blues, Jazz Fusion
Bachelors Degree Musicians Institute
(310) 403-8954.

For Rent
1304 RIVIERA Ave., Unit D. Charming
Venice Beach craftsman style complex
in a quaint and quiet area. 3 blocks
from beach. 1 year lease. Available
early Nov. $1350/mo. No Pets.
(310) 396-4443 x 2002. ellynesis.com

1423 24TH ST., UNIT A. Santa Monica
bungalow in delightful garden setting.
Close to medical facilities and
commercial centers yet located on a
quiet tree-lined cul-de-sac. Very
nicely appointed apartment
constructed with eco-friendly
technology. 1 year lease. No pets or
smokers. $1595/mo. (310) 396-
4443 x 2002. ellynesis.com
2000 ALBERTA Ave., Apt. 2. Large
Venice Beach apartment with large
courtyard and swimming pool, 4
blocks to the beach. Gated private
parking, laundry room, quiet
neighborhood. $1295/mo. Call
(323) 350-3988. ellynesis.com

2476 PURDUE Ave. Quiet one
bedroom in West LA. Fresh paint and
carpet. One year lease. $995/mo. Call
(310) 396-4443 x 2002. Visit 
ellynesis.com for more listings.
30 HORIZON Ave., #6. Venice Beach,
apartment 1/2 block from the beach,
new paint, new carpet and vinyl, very
clean, large closet. One year lease. No
pets. $950/mo. Call (310) 877-3074.
ellynesis.com

3562 MENTONE Ave., #5. Two-story
townhouse layout. Newly remodeled
kitchen and patio. Located in the
Palms area of West LA. Well priced at
$1900/mo. Call (310) 396-
4443 x 2002 ellynesis.com

MAR VISTA: 12450 Culver Blvd., Unit
115 $950/mo. Stove, fridge, carpets,
blinds, laundry, utilities included,
intercom entry, gated parking. No
pets. (888) 414-7778

Your ad could run here!
✆ Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737

PERSON TO learn welding and/or
sheet metal assembly. SM (310) 587-
1113.

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737

Your ad could run here!
✆ Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737
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For Rent
39 SUNSET Ave., #104. Cozy Venice
Beach apartment with patio and
ocean view in Tudor style building.
Great location 1/2 block to the beach.
1 year lease, no pets. $950/mo. Call
(310) 401-0027. ellynesis.com

52 DUDLEY Ave., #A, Room in a
charming 7 bedroom house. Tenant
will share bathroom with housemates.
This unit faces the walk street and
has plenty of light. Freshly painted
and cleaned. 1 block from the beach.
1 year lease, No pets. No smoking.
$695/mo. Call (310) 396-
4443 x 2002, ellynesis.com
671 BROADWAY Ave. Charming
cottage with front porch, hardwood
floors, and claw foot tub in bathroom.
3 blocks to Abbot Kinney Blvd and 6
blocks to the beach. 1 year lease, no
pets. $1175/month. Call (310) 877-
3074. ellynesis.com

BEAUTIFUL, PRIME location. European
Flair. North of Wilshire, SM.
Exceptionally large 2bdrm +
convertible den/ 2bath and 2bdrm/
2bath. Just renovated. And
redecorated.  Front/ Rear Entrance.
Front/Rear yard.  Hardwood Flooring.
Appliances. $2795 and $2695.
(310) 395-1495. 917 Lincoln Blvd. All
units front apts. Open house
Saturday/Sunday 10am-2pm.

CLSS - Beautiful Montana Gardens

Room and Board
401 Montana Avenue

Your home away from home.

Daily meals, laundry, housekeep-
ing, utilities, and cable. Various
Apartment sizes. Seniors and all
ages welcome.

NOW AVAILABLE
Starting at $2,000/MO
(310) 245-9436

BEAUTIFUL
MONTANA GARDENS

CLSS - Elly Nesis the Best RentalsBEST
RENTALS

ELLY NESIS CO. INC
(310) 396-4443

ellynesis.com

FREE RENTAL Lists & No Fee 
Rentals. Sullivan-Dituri Company. 
2111 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica, CA
90403.

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
310-869-7901

1 Bdrm/ 1 Bath
1835 7th Street, Unit E

$1350/mo

PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE
FOR COMPLETE LISTINGS AT:
www.howardmanagement.com

MAR VISTA 3909 Centinela Ave., 2+1
$1425/mo. Stove, curtains, carpet,
fireplace, ceiling fans, washer/dryer
hook-ups, one car garage, front and
backyard. Additional fee + deposit for
pet (310) 578-7512.

PALMS 2BDRM/2BATH. 9804 Regent
St., Unit 6. $1325/mo large upper,
stove, dishwasher, carpet, blinds, wall
A/C, balcony, laundry, parking, no
pets. $200 off move-in (310) 578-
7512.

SANTA MONICA $1600.00. 2 Bdrms, 1
Bath+Den. Appliances, Parking, NO
Pets. 1935 Cloverfield Blvd., #15,
Mgr: #19.

For Rent
SANTA MONICA $1050 1bdrm/1bath.
Refrigerator, stove, dishwasher,
carpets, will consider small pet.
( 3 1 0 ) 3 9 5 - R E N T
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1190/mo.
1bdrm/1bath. Laundry, refrigerator,
stove, quiet, newly renovated,
beautiful yard, month-to-month
( 3 1 0 ) 3 9 5 - R E N T
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1300/mo
1bdrm/1bath. Hardwood floors, 2 car
parking, bamboo ceiling, quiet and
clean. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $1500/mo
2bdrm/1bath. Upper, refrigerator,
balcony, marble kitchen and
bathroom, recessed lighting
( 3 1 0 ) 3 9 5 - R E N T
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1650/mo
2bdrm/2baths, upper, carpet floors,
parking, laundry, fireplace, large
kitchen/ closets. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $1700/mo
3bdrm/1bath. Hardwood floors,
carpets, laundry, refrigerator, stove.
Great location! (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $1795/mo
2bdrm/2bath. Beautiful Mediterranean
apartment w/courtyard. Dishwasher,
balcony, skylight, laundry (310) 395-
RENT www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $2350/mo
3bdrm/2.5bath. Carpets, parking,
laundry, stove, dishwasher, large
patio, freshly painted. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $875/mo
studio/1bath. Hardwood floors,
parking, separate kitchen.
Closet/storage space. No pets.
( 3 1 0 ) 3 9 5 - R E N T
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $936/mo
bachelor/1bath. Carpet floors. Pool,
laundry, blocks to beach and
Promenade. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA 1248 11th St., #A.
2+1.5 large lower. Stove, carpets,
blinds, laundry, parking, no pets.
$1700, $200 off move-in. (310) 393-
6322.
SANTA MONICA: 1453 3rd St. 1BD/
1BA $1,800 Live on the Promenade
with ocean views, Hardwood floors,
ceramic tile, washer/dryer (310) 916-
8580

SENIORS- AFFORDABLE HOUSING
Live in a BEAUTIFUL

apt/ suite in Beverly/ Fairfax or
Santa Monica: $400-$560/month

(323) 650-7988
SM TOWNHOME. Large 2 bdrm/ 2.5
bath + loft. Dishwasher, refrigerator,
parking, wood floor, and carpet.
$1850/month. (310) 472-0553.
WEST HOLLYWOOD: Vista St., South
of SM Blvd., 1bdrm, lower, balcony,
A/C, carpet, blinds, stove, refrigerator,
security parking, no pets $900/mo
(310) 456-5659

Houses For Rent
MDR ADJ: “ARCHITECTURAL GEM”
1920’s Arts and Crafts Bungalow
completely restored. Wood floors,
Beams, Sky lights, 20 x 30 ft. Covered
Entertainment Patio. Security fenced
and gated compound with Beautifully
landscaped Gardens and Mature
trees. One bedroom and Den/Office.

Houses For Rent
Kitchen with stove, dishwasher and
laundry room. Hardwood floors, Beam
Ceilings, Sky lights. $2150.00 per
month. 1 year lease. Near Lincoln and
Washington Blvd. (310) 826-7960.

Commercial Lease
600sf office for lease. Adjacent
Beverly Hills. Shared restrooms,
conference. $1,100/mo. Call Donna
(310) 837-3606.

NAI CAPITAL Commercial
Christina S. Porter, Vice President
Approximately 1,450 sq.ft., Deli/Retail
for Sublease/Lease at 3rd and
Wilshire
(310) 806-6104
cporter@naicapital.com

(310)440-8500 x104

Christina
S. Porter

Vice President

310-440-8500 x.104

1,164 sf of creative office. Newly remodeled. Turn Key.

Roll up door. Phone system, furniture included. $3.00pkg

(310) 806-6104 cporter@naicapital.com

CLSS - Prime Santa
PRIME SANTA MONICA
4,000 SQ. FT. RETAIL
PREVIOUSLY KITCHEN

AND BATH SHOWROOM.
CLOSE TO PROMENADE

1444 LINCOLN BLVD.
AMPLE PARKING
(310) 995-5136

DOWNTOWN SANTA MONICA Private
Office Approx. 280 sq/ft, Windows/
A/C, 310-394-3645

SANTA MONICA - 3rd and Wilshire
2nd floor office w/operable windows!
205sf, $575.00 per month.
Call (310) 395-2663 x101

SANTA MONICA 1452 2nd Street. Very
charming building, small offices.
Between $700/mo & $1200/mo.
Includes utilities & cleaning.
(310) 614-6462

SMALL OFFICE suites available for
lease in WLA. 400-575 sqft, $1.95 per
sqft. Call (310) 826-5505.

Real Estate
CLSS - 6 Buyer Mistakes

6 Costly
Mistakes

to Avoid Before
Buying a home

Free report reveals

how to save thousands of dollars and

years of expense.

Free recorded message

ID# 1004

www.matillareality.com 1-888-465-4534

CLSS - More Money PocketMORE MONEY IN YOUR POCKET
Free list of properties for investors with good
credit. INTEREST ONLY MORTGAGE pay-
ments! (5-7 year terms) Free up your invest-
ing capital! Toll-free recorded message:
(877) 881-6308 ID# 1044. Keller
Williams Realty.

Real Estate
PAC WEST MORTGAGE
2212 Lincoln Blvd. in Santa Moncia
1-888-FOR-LOAN
310-392-9223

We Feature 100% interest only loans

Rob Schultz, Broker
Licensed California
Broker #01218743

Equal Housing Lender

PAC
WEST
MORTGAGE
2212 Lincoln Blvd in Santa Monica

1-888-FOR-LOAN
310 392-9223

New option ARM .95%
100% Financing to

$1.5 Million

$650,000
1ST $520,000 @ 5.25% $2,275 P⁄MO
2ND $130,000 @7.75% $834 P⁄MO
Total: $3,114.00 P/MO

* Not Including Tax & Insurance

ROB
SCHULTZ

BROKER
LICENSED CALIFORNIA

BROKER #01218743

WE FEATURE
100%

INTEREST ONLY
LOANS

VERY AGGRESSIVE RATES
30 YEAR FIXED RATES

JUST REDUCED! JUST 5.375%
30 YEAR FIXED 5.875%

10 YEAR/1 ARM 5.75%

7 YEAR/1 ARM 5.625%

5 YEAR/1 ARM 5.375%**

3 YEAR/1 ARM 5.125%**

1 YEAR/1 ARM 5.125%

6 MO./6 MO. ARM 4.375%

1 MO./1 MO. ARM 1.0%*

*Rates subject to change
* As of August 16, 2005

** Denotes an interest only loan

Massage
5’2” HOURGLASS Figure offers
full -body sensual massage. Very
private, very discreet. Incall/ Outcall
special rate, Rachel (310) 339-6709

Massage
BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal your
body, mind, spirit.  Therapeutic,
Swedish, Deep-tissue. Energy
balancing. Strictly non-sexual.
Introductory specials from $50.00/1hr.
Lynda, L.M.T. (310) 749-0621

CALLING ALL angels. Drift away
into heaven w/ a loving, pampering
massage. Outcall (310) 578-9935,
(310) 903-8023 Nana

CLSS - Excellent Massage

EXCELLENT
MASSAGE
3300 Overland Ave, CA 90034

We accept Credit Cards

$10.00
OFF

EXOTIC MASSAGE by sexy, young,
Russian, European female. (310) 210-
1436. Simona.
EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong and
tender relaxing body work by mature
Europen. Very Professional, Sonja
(310) 397-0433.
HEALING RELAXATION. Swedish, deep
tissue, acupressure massage by
Russian female. Sveta (323) 244-
6198. 7858 Santa Monica Blvd.,
Hollywood, CA 90046.
SWEDISH/DEEP TISSUE massage.
Deep, firm, full body  by experienced
licensed therapist.  Strictly non-
sexual.  James (310) 582-1948
$65/hr, available for outcalls.

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE
Reduces Pain and Tightness
Increases Range of Motion

Improves Sports Performance
310-930-5884

www.nydoo.com/massage

Bankruptcy
BANKRUPTCY- 24 Hour Emergency
Service (Chapter 7). $1,000.00 plus
fees, not more than $300. Terms
available. Get it done (909) 862-5789.

ALSO
Credit repair packet and instructions.
Includes IRS rule $50.00.

Health/Beauty

TIRED OF losing weight only to
gain it back again? Lose weight for
good. (310) 828-6252.

Lost & Found
FOUND: BICYCLE on the beach near
Ocean Park. Call to identify (814) 935-
8949.
FOUND: WHITE cat wearing pink
harness near Washington and 3rd St
in Santa Monica. (310) 588-6813
LOST GOLD chain and Star of David.
Reward. (310) 452-1760. High
sentimental value. 
LOST WHITE cat missing since
September 27th. Lost near 9th and
Margarita in Santa Monica. Please call
with any information. (310) 393-8583
LOST: ALL white female cat with
yellow eyes wearing a pink collar
named Princess. Missing since
Saturday, October 8th at Kansas Ave.
and Cloverfield. Please call (510) 333-
2975. Reward.

Notices
CLSS - Request for PropREQUEST FOR PROPOSALS FOR

EMPLOYMENT OF AT-RISK YOUTH ON
REPAIR, MAINTENANCE AND IMPROVE-

MENT PROJECTS

The Los Angeles County Department of
Beaches and Harbors is seeking qualified
and experienced companies/organizations
to manage and supervise the employment of
at-risk youth on various as-needed mainte-
nance projects located at 11 County operat-
ed beaches between Nicholas Canyon and
White Point-Royal Palms, as well as the
Marina Del Rey area.  A Request for
Proposals (RFP) for this service was issued
on October 13, 2005.  Proposals must be in
the form described in the RFP.  Selection of
contractor(s) will be based on the qualifica-
tions of the companies submitting proposals
as well as their prices for performing the
work.

An informational meeting will be held at 9:00
a.m. on Thursday, October 20, 2005 at the
Chace Park Community Building, 13650
Mindanao Way, Marina del Rey.  The dead-
line for submitting proposals will be 5:00
p.m., November 3, 2005. 

Companies submitting proposals must have
a minimum of three years' experience man-
aging and supervising at-risk youth in main-
tenance projects.  The County may require
additional minimum qualifications.  The con-
tract will be subject to the County's Living
Wage Ordinance, County Code Chapter
2.201.

To receive a copy of the RFP, either tele-
phone (310) 577-5736, send an e-mail with
AT-RISK YOUTH RFP in the subject line to
sorellana@dbh.co.la.ca.us, or write:

Department of Beaches and Harbors
Employment of At-Risk Youth RFP
13837 Fiji Way
Marina del Rey, CA 90292
Fax: (310) 821-8155

The County reserves the right to cancel the
RFP and to modify any and all terms and
conditions of the RFP, including minimum
requirements.  For further information, call
Susy Orellana at (310) 577-5736.
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Private and Group

Equipment provided

CPR certified

310-920-1265

camp@learntosurfla.com

Surf Lessons

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737

RUN YOUR DBAs IN THE DAILY PRESS FOR ONLY $60.
INCLUDES RECEIPT AND PROOF OF PUBLICATION. CALL US TODAY @ (310) 458-7737



CLASSIFIEDS
Santa Monica Daily Press ❑ Tuesday, October 18, 2005 ❑ Page 19

P R O M O T E  Y O U R   B U S I N E S S  I N  T H E  S A N T A  M O N I C A

CLSS - 877-WE-GETEM

877-WE-GET-EM
WE CAN FIND AND SERVE ANYBODY, ANYWHERE, ANYTIME.

Restraining orders & judgement collections our specialty.
lawhotline@aol.com

Services

Gen. Contracting
A.C. CONSTRUCTION commercial &
residential remodel. Honest and
Reliable. Free estimates. Call
(310)278-5380. Fax: (310)271-4790.
Lic# 801884 Fully insured.

A/C CONSTRUCTION
General Construction

Commercial & Residential
Remodel & Add ons

Honest • Reliable
FREE ESTIMATES
— Sabbath Observed—

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

CLSS - Roofing Repairs

CLSS - The LevelThe Level Goes On
Before The Spike Goes In

Romero Rain Gutters
Seamless Aluminum Gutters
Custom Made Color Match

Your Home or Building

(310) 408-5900 or (310) 534-3075

Repairs • Cleaning
Copper Galvanized

Free Estimate

Ask for Jose Romero
Lic. #834699

Handyman
CLSS - Westside Guys

WESTSIDE GUYS
Full Service Handymen

CARPENTRY, ELEC., PAINT, ETC...
TERMITE AND DRY ROT REPAIR

ROOF REPAIR AND WATER DAMAGE
BOB 35/HR (310) 266-6348

CALEB 25/HR (310) 409-3244

Services
CLSS - Handyman Services

Health
CLSS - Dr. Lucas

Instruction
CLSS - Learn to Play

GUITAR
THE VALLEY’S BEST GUITAR
TEACHER IS NOW IN SANTA MONICA

PLAY YOUR FAVORITE SONGS
ROCK, BLUES, FOLK, COUNTRY

GREAT WITH KIDS
GET STARTED TODAY...(818)693-0744
MFITZGIBBON@ADELPHIA.NET

LEARN TO PLAY

Services

Insurance
CLSS - Health Insurance

SELF EMPLOYED?
NEED INSURANCE?
• GREAT RATES
• A+ RATED COVERAGE

DOUGLAS FURUKAWA
(619) 977-8559

Moving & Storage
BEST MOVERS, no job too small!
2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ. Free
prep & boxes. Discount for handicap &
seniors! 
Since 1975, Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193, (310) 300-9194

BEST MOVERS
No job too small

2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ.

Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193  (310) 300-9194

Notary
CLSS - Need a Notary?
NEED A NOTARY?
I COME TO YOU!
■ EXPERIENCED NOTARY
■ LOAN CLOSINGS/VARIOUS
■ POWER OF ATTORNEY

(Both General + Healthcare & Auth. of
Citizenship Forms Available.)

PROFESSIONAL & PROMPT
SUPER TRAVELIN’ NOTARY

(310) 625-2477  (310) 479-0072
MEMBER: SM CHAMBER

Painting & Tiling
CLSS - Interior and ExteriorMETICULOUS PAINTING

& DRYWALL
Interior & Exterior•FREE Estimates
References Available.
10 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Call Joe: 447-8957

Services
PAINTING
TOP quality A&A
Custom, Interior and Exterior
Free quote, call Jeff Arrieta (310) 560-
9864
PAINTING

Top quality A&A
Custom, Interior 

and Exterior

Free quote, 
call Jeff Arrieta
(310) 560-9864

Personal Services
CLSS - Learn How You Can

Learn how you can
Create success
career, weight,

relationships & more
Devlyn Steele Life Coach

(310) 383-9040
www.toolstolife.com

Free Consultation

Pet Services
CLSS - Barking

Barking dog got
your neighbors

talking?

We can help you
make peace!

Life of Riley Dog Training
(310) 581-5152

www.rileydogtraining.com

CLSS - Dog Walks

PROFESSIONAL
PET SITTING
AND  WALKING
310/577-6137
www.fetchpetcare.com
SANTAMONICA@FETCHPETCARE.COM

Services

Photography
CLSS - Headshots

Pool and Spa
POOL & SPA
Service and Repairs
-Weekly Service
-Drain & Cleans
-Spa Covers
-Electric Spa Repair
(310) 306-6970
FREE ESTIMATES

Tailoring
ONE HOUR Alterations, hemming,
jeans, pants, skirts, etc. Made by
professional Call Michael (310) 980-
2674 

Therapy
CLSS - Compassionate Counseling

COMPASSIONATE
COUNSELING
A safe place to make changes.

Life Transitions
Stress

Relationships
Self-Esteem 

Unresolved Grief

Free Consultation
Laurie Levine, MFT (MFC 23031)

Santa Monica/SFV

(310) 284-3699

Services
CLSS - Still Smoking?

Life is short —
Why make it shorter

STILL 
SMOKING?

Certified
Hypnotherapist

John J. McGrail, C.Ht.

(310) 235-2883
www.hypnotherapylosangeles.com

Transportation
YOU SHOULD call: 
Taxi! Taxi!
24 hours a day, 7 days per week in
Santa Monica
Limousine rides at taxi rates
(310) 828-223324 hours a day

7 Days per Week in Santa Monica
All Mercedes Taxi Service!

10% off meter
with mention of Ad

Please call:

828-2233
Computer Services

CLSS - thenerdsquad.net

COMPUTER HELP: Your Office or
Home. Computer Tune-Up. Microsoft
Word, Excel, Powerpoint, Quickbooks
POS. Internet Navigation. Software
Installation. Virus removal. (310) 207-
3366 (310) 801-6845

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737

RRoobb’’ss  OOrrggaanniicc  CCaarrppeett  CCaarree
CClleeaanniinngg  yyoouurr  hhoommee  wwiitthh  ssaaffee,,  nnoonn--ttooxxiicc  pprroodduuccttss

SSaannttaa  MMoonniiccaa    331100--772299--22993311
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By The Associated Press

CULVER CITY, Calif. — Paris Hilton says she isn’t giv-
ing up “The Simple Life” just yet. 

“We’re shooting Nov. 1,” said the 24-year-old hotel
heiress, who had a front-row seat at the Louis Verdad
fashion show Sunday. “All the networks are fighting
over it.” 

Fox said last week it had canceled the reality show
starring Hilton and Nicole Richie. The network said its
midseason schedule didn’t have a time slot for a fourth
season, prompting speculation the feuding ex-friends no
longer proved compatible. 

Hilton said she and Richie will continue working on
“The Simple Life” because other networks want it. 

Last week, 20th Century Fox Television, the studio
that produces the show, said it hopes “The Simple Life”
will move to another network — with Hilton and Richie. 

“We believe this series ... is still a dynamic and valu-
able franchise,” the studio said. “We hope to be able to
announce a new network partner in the coming days.” 

Bunim-Murray Productions, which produces the
show with 20th Century Fox, also released a hopeful
statement: “We’re very excited about the creative plans
for the next group of episodes, and are confident this sit-
uation will be remedied quickly.” 

Hilton’s friend Kimberly Stewart, Rod Stewart’s 26-
year-old daughter, dismissed as “rumor” reports that she
had been touted as a replacement for Richie. 

Stewart was coy about doing a future project with
Hilton, telling reporters Sunday, “You never know.” 

In April, Hilton issued a terse statement saying it was
“no big secret that Nicole and I are no longer friends.
Nicole knows what she did, and that’s all I’m ever going

to say about it.” 
Hilton has given no reason for the split. 

NEW YORK — City officials have ordered Ann Curry
to shorten the penthouse she had built atop her Upper
West Side home or face a public hearing. 

The “Today” show news anchor and “Dateline NBC”
co-host has been clashing with neighbors over the struc-
ture and other renovations since she bought the four-
story brownstone in November 2003, neighbor Lynne
Lummel told the New York Post for Monday’s editions. 

The city’s Landmarks Preservation Commission told
Curry last week that she has to shorten the 18-foot pent-
house or appeal in a public hearing for an exception to
city rules, agency spokeswoman Diane Jackier said. 

A message left with a “Today” show spokeswoman
wasn’t immediately returned early Monday. 

ROME  — Roberto Benigni’s delivered four minutes
of slapstick comedy antics during a live appearance on
state television to promote his latest comic film, set
against the backdrop of the Iraq war. 

Sitting down Saturday night next to the TV anchor-
man, Benigni took off a red sweater and draped it on the
embarrassed-looking man’s shoulders. He then ranted in
favor of poetry and against war, which he said “makes
no sense and is vulgar.” 

He even delivered some false news for shock value,
joking that Premier Silvio Berlusconi had resigned. 

Benigni is promoting his new film, “La Tigre e la
Neve” (The Tiger and The Snow), a comedy set in
today’s war-torn Iraq that stars him and his real-life
wife, Nicoletta Braschi. 

He and Braschi also starred in his film “Life is

Beautiful,” about a father’s attempt to shield his young
son from evil in a Nazi death camp. That film won the
Oscar for best foreign film in 1998. 

But it was the TV comedy antics — now legendary
in Italy — that had papers commenting Sunday. 

“With his ability as an extraordinary improviser, he
took over four minutes of the TV news, giving himself
a gift of a long, maxi-commercial” for the film, the
Turin daily La Stampa said. 

Benigni also told viewers during the live broadcast
that he would reimburse the cost of their tickets if they
did not like his new movie. 

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — Diane Sawyer has joined boxer
Muhammad Ali, jockey Pat Day and KFC founder Col.
Harlan Sanders as a fixture in downtown Louisville. 

Sawyer, the host of ABC’s “Good Morning
America,” is the latest person featured in the “home-
town heroes” mural series installed by the Greater
Louisville Pride Foundation. The mural was installed
Saturday. 

The mural of the Glasgow, Ky., native, is 55 feet
wide and 65 feet high. It faces Third Street but can be
seen by cars traveling on Interstate 65. 

Chad Carlton, a spokesman for Metro Mayor Jerry
Abramson, said he thinks the murals bring a welcome
spotlight to many of those who got their starts or made
their names in Louisville. 

“We get a lot of feedback,” Carlton said. “We’re glad
to see Diane Sawyer join the ranks of Louisville greats.” 

Sawyer’s mural cost about $35,000 to create and
erect. It was sponsored by WHAS-TV and ABC, which
produces “Good Morning America,” said Mike Sheehy,
president of the foundation. 

‘Simple’ solution: Networks will always have Paris


