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Photo courtesy Fiondella family 
BLAST FROM THE PAST: When local celebrity Jay Fiondella opened his iconic restaurant Chez Jay in 1959, he not only hired vivacious show girls.
He also rented a circus elephant. The Landmarks Commission has named the historic eatery a landmark, which comes with certain protections.

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

LOS ANGELES Santa Monica-based Penske
Media Corp., the owner of the snarky enter-
tainment website Deadline, has purchased
venerable show business publication Variety
for $25 million.

Reed Elsevier Group PLC announced its
sale of the publication on Tuesday.

Variety has covered show business since
1905 and is still considered a prominent
entertainment news source. But the publica-
tion has struggled to compete with websites
such as Deadline and The Wrap while con-
tinuing its longtime rivalry with The
Hollywood Reporter, which was revamped
in 2010 under new ownership.

Faced with the onslaught of Web-based
news outlets, Variety put its online content
behind a “pay wall” in early 2010, ending an
experiment with free online content that it
began in late 2006. It has about 17,000 sub-

BY ASHLEY ARCHIBALD
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITY HALL The Landmarks Commission
voted 6-0 Monday evening to give landmark
protections to Chez Jay, a restaurant whose

future is as uncertain as its past is lively.
The hearing was packed as 43 people

spoke at the meeting with a nearly unani-
mous voice asking the commission to desig-
nate the restaurant a landmark.

The restaurant is as historic for the people

that frequented it as the physical aspects that
could be preserved as part of the designa-
tion, according to a report from city officials.

The report relies on a 2009 unpublished

BY ASHLEY ARCHIBALD
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITY HALL An attorney representing 13
local churches has filed suit against City
Hall in an attempt to overturn a decision by
the City Council in June that ended a long-

standing tradition of nativity displays in
Palisades Park.

According to the complaint, the City
Council erred in banning “unattended win-
ter displays” in Palisades Park because the
seven-member board did so specifically to
avoid controversy, effectively quashing the

free speech rights of churches who had cel-
ebrated the season with displays for nearly
six decades.

Their action put an end to a fight
between local Christian groups and athe-

SEE DEAL PAGE 7

GOSIA WOZNIACKA
Associated Press

FRESNO, Calif. Farmers in California’s agri-
cultural heartland say record-high gas and
diesel prices are putting pressure on their
bottom lines, but economists say it’s unlike-
ly that will translate into significantly higher
food prices across the U.S.

Keith Nilmeier, a fourth-generation
farmer in Fresno County, has cut down on
using his farm equipment to compensate for
climbing fuel costs.

Among other changes, Nilmeier — who
grows fruit on 300 acres near Sanger —
makes only one pass, instead of three,
through the orchards and vineyards with his
disking machine linked to a furrower. And
he keeps farm supervisors driving smaller,
fuel-efficient cars around his fields.

“I’m trying to figure out how to get more
efficient about using the equipment and sav-
ing more fuel,” Nilmeier said. “But we’re get-

SEE GAS PAGE 10

SEE LANDMARK PAGE 9

SEE SUIT PAGE 11

High gas, diesel prices
hurt farm industry 

Local publishing 
company buys Variety 

Lawsuit filed to restore nativity scenes
Council violated 1st Amendment when it ended the tradition, lawyer says

Commission names Chez Jay a landmark
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Wednesday, Oct. 10, 2012

Just for homeschoolers
Fairview Library

2101 Ocean Park Blvd., 1:30 p.m.
Share book selections with fellow

homeschoolers. October’s topic is mys-
tery and horror. For more information,

call (310) 458-8681.

Mystery within those pages
Montana Library

1704 Montana Ave., 7 p.m.
Discussion of Colin Dexter's “The

Riddle of the Third Mile.” To investigate
a body found in the Oxford Canal,

Inspector Morse retraces the victim’s
route through a London netherworld of
bordellos and topless bars. For more

information, visit smpl.org.

Thursday, Oct. 11, 2012

Meet your ballot
Olympic High School

721 Ocean Park Blvd., 7 p.m.
The League of Women Voters Santa
Monica and Los Angeles Universal
Preschool (LAUP) are hosting Meet
Your Ballot 2012. This event will give

residents of Santa Monica the opportu-
nity to better understand the candidates
and propositions on the November bal-
lot. Local measures GA and ES will be

discussed. GA amends the City Charter
in order to change the way that the
Rent Control Board establishes the

annual general adjustment to rent ceil-
ings on rent controlled units. ES is a

bond measure to raise money to mod-
ernize campuses and repair schools so

all meet current earthquake and fire
safety standards. 

So scary
Santa Monica Place

Broadway and Third Street, 
7 p.m. — 1 a.m.

During the month of October, the third
floor of Santa Monica Place will be

transformed into a hair-raising haunted
attraction where the un-dead will pos-

sess three mazes: “The Infirmary,”
“Insomniac Clown Playhouse” and

“Granny’s Manor of Mayhem.”
Spectators can also enjoy food and
merchandise vendors throughout the

night to compliment the main attraction,
which will consume 50,000 square feet

of what’s billed as deathly horrifying
space. Cost: $24; $19 for students. For

more information, visit paranoiahal-
loween.com.

Eyes on America
The Broad Stage

1310 11th St., 7:30 p.m.
The extraordinary events and people

that shaped our nation have been cap-
tured by America’s greatest photogra-
phers and brought vividly to life in an
evocative mix of music and words in

First Person: Seeing America. Works by
iconic photographers such as Walker

Evans, Edward Curtis and Alfred
Stieglitz are infused with new meaning
when paired with the text of Langston

Hughes, Abraham Lincoln, Carson
McCullers, Frederick Douglass and

Studs Terkel, to name a few. These his-
torical works are interpreted by actors
Bill Pullman and Lily Knight and accom-

panied by the evocative music of
Ensemble Galilei.

Friday, Oct. 12, 2012

Pods of laughter
Sheraton Delfina Hotel

530 Pico Blvd., 10 a.m. — 11 p.m.
The Los Angeles Podcast Festival gath-

ered some of the biggest names in
comedy podcasting for a three-day

extravaganza. In addition to live pod-
casts and a huge standup show, there

will be a lounge to hang out in and meet
your favorite podcaster, enjoy a party or
two and listen to panels about podcast-
ing hosted by experts from both sides
of the curtain. For more information,

visit lapodfest.com.

Dig the pier’s porch
Santa Monica Pier

6 p.m.
Unwind on the front porch of Santa
Monica for music and a free movie.

Each Friday night through Oct. 19 the
pier will host free flicks and a DJ spin-
ning records. This week’s movie is the

documentary “Exit Through the Gift
Shop.” For more information, visit san-

tamonicapier.org/frontporchcinema.

For more information call 310-458-7737

Squirm 

Night
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LOCAL
CANDIDATES

FORUM

Sponsored By

Monday, Oct. 15, 6:00 p.m.

THE SANTA MONICA PUBLIC LIBRARY’S

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. AUDITORIUM

Featuring

OPENING REMARKS: Dr. Chui Tsang, PRESIDENT, SANTA MONICA COLLEGE

Candidates for the State Assembly Race, Santa Monica City Council, 

and the Santa Monica–Malibu Unified School District Board of Education.

Answers to the tough questions that face our city posed 

by the SMDP editorial staff and most importantly, YOU.

601 Santa Monica Blvd., Santa Monica, CA 90401

FREE ADMISSION, open to the public, light hors d'oeuvres and beverages.

P R E S E N T S

JUST ANNOUNCED! 
Now featuring the candidates for

California's 50th Assembly district

RICHARD BLOOM and BETSY BUTLER

Experienced Cosmetic
Dentistry

MODERN, COMFORTABLE AND SPA LIKE ATMOSPHERE
Top of the line technology | Amazing Yelp reviews | Using the best dental labs in the country

Check our monthly promotions on our website   www.SantaMonicaToothDr.com

2222 SANTA MONICA BLVD, SUITE 202, SANTA MONICA, CA 90404

Ali Mogharei DDS
(310) 829-2224

Basic Cleaning, Exam
and full Mouth Xrays 

$65.00
– Modern facilities, gentle dentistry, sedation

Free Cosmetic
Consultation

Lic. #00973691

cell: 310.600.6976  | petermullinsrealestate@gmail.com

– 1208 Sunset Ave., 90405
Just Listed and Just Sold $1.620 million

– 1730 Pier Ave., 90405
Just Listed and Just Sold $1.425 million

“Your Neighbor and Real Estate
Specialist for 25 Years.”
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Since 1967
Quality & Value Always!

310-399-7892
27322 Mainn St.
Santaa Monica

www.theomeletteparlor.com

Open 6am - 2:30pm Mon. - Fri.
6am - 4pm Sat. - Sun.

“The best morning
walk you will 
ever take!”

GARANCE BURKE
Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO From Florida to Virginia,
Massachusetts to California, candidates and political
parties seeking to squeeze every vote from a divided
electorate are targeting America’s newest citizens. It’s
a relatively small bloc but one that can be substantial
enough to make a difference in razor-close presiden-

tial swing states and competitive congressional races.
In Florida, which President Barack Obama won by

less than 5 percentage points four years ago, a new
analysis of U.S. Census data shows people who natu-
ralized as Americans since 2000 make up 6 percent of
the population of voting-age citizens. For months, the
Obama campaign has been sending volunteers to cit-

BY DANIEL ARCHULETA
Managing Editor

CITYWIDE Both St. Monica and Santa Monica are
ranked No. 9 in their respective divisions in football,
it was announced this week.

Fresh off a 33-21 win over Santa Fe League rival St.
Genevieve, St. Monica retained its No. 9 ranking in
the CIF-Southern Section Northeast Division.

Same goes for Samohi, which was ranked No. 9 last
week as well. Samohi was ranked as high as No. 4 in the
Western Division, but three straight losses have sent
them down the poll.

Mission Prep sits at No. 1 in the Northeast Division
and Lompoc holds the top spot in the Western.

St. Monica (5-2 overall) faces St. Anthony Friday at
Clark Field in Long Beach. Samohi (3-3) hosts Beverly
Hills, also on Friday. Both games begin at 7 p.m.

PACIFICA CHRISTIAN V-BALL TOPS POLL
Pacifica Christian’s girls’ volleyball team retained

its No. 1 spot in the most recent CIF-SS Division 4-A
poll, which was released on Monday.

The Seawolves are 16-1 overall and 3-0 in the
Liberty League.

Pacifica took on Glendale Adventist on Tuesday,
but results from the match were not available at press
time.

daniela@smdp.com

SEE VOTERS PAGE 8

SMMUSD 
Teachers’ union backs incumbents 

The union representing teachers and other certified employees in
the Santa Monica-Malibu Unified School District announced Tuesday
its support for three incumbents in the November school board elec-
tion. 

Santa Monica-Malibu Classroom Teachers Association is backing
the re-election of Jose Escarce, Ben Allen and Maria Leon Vazquez,
citing the need for experienced leadership and collaborative working
relationships as schools face unprecedented challenges. 

“Escarce, Allen, and Vazquez have shown their ability to lead
effectively during these uncertain economic times,” said union
President Harry Keiley. “We’re proud that during the past five years
when K-12 funding has been cut by billions, we’ve been able to work
with the Board of Education to protect vital services to students.
When most California districts have eliminated programs, we have
protected services for students, including elementary music, school
nurses, and counselor-to-student ratios.”

The incumbents are facing off against three well-funded chal-
lengers — Craig Foster, Seth Jacobson and Karen Farrer — a group
from Malibu who have called themselves the “reform slate.” They
want to cut administration costs and break up the school district,
with Malibu managing its own schools. 

There are three seats at stake on the school board. 
The Santa Monica-Malibu teachers’ union is affiliated with the

325,000 member California Teachers Association and the 3.2 mil-
lion-member National Education Association. 

The election is Nov. 6. 
To learn more about the school board candidates, make sure to

attend the Santa Monica Daily Press candidates forum, dubbed
“Squirm Night,” which will be held Oct. 15 at the Martin Luther King
Jr. Auditorium at the Main Library. School board candidates will be
asked the tough questions. 

The forum kicks off at 6 p.m. with a debate between Mayor
Richard Bloom and Assemblywoman Betsy Butler, who are running to
represent Santa Monica in the new 50th Assembly District. 

— KEVIN HERRERA 
CITYWIDE 
Groups unite in campaign fight 

United by concerns about overdevelopment in Santa Monica, lead-
ers from three community groups on Tuesday announced plans to
work together to elect Planning Commissioners Ted Winterer and
Richard McKinnon to the City Council. 

Representatives from Santa Monicans for Responsible Growth,
the Sierra Club and Concerned Residents Against Airport Pollution
said they would pool their resources together to help Winterer and
McKinnon reach voters and raise funds. The candidates have been
endorsed 

That includes having volunteers call voters and knock on doors,
and creating political literature to be mailed to voters. 

The representatives said they are alarmed by the number of
development projects approved by the City Council over the past few
years, which have contributed to increased traffic and parking prob-
lems and have “created enormous impacts on the aesthetics and
character of the community.”

“The rapid rate of development in Santa Monica has a tremen-
dous impact on our quality of life, and we want our City Council to
slow down and take a serious look at these impacts. We believe that
Ted Winterer and Richard McKinnon will do that,” said Ivan Perkins,
chair of Santa Monicans for Responsible Growth.

There are four open seats on the City Council. The election is
scheduled for Nov. 6.

— KH

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

STANDING STRONG Brandon Wise brandonw@smdp.com
Sen. Barbara Boxer (right) honors president of Planned Parenthood Cecile Richards (left) and Sandra Fluke (cen-
ter) as she talks about the importance of strong women during the Women Making History event on Tuesday.

Presidential campaigns target new citizen voters 

HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS ROUNDUP

St. Monica, Samohi ranked in football
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Outside in 
Editor:

Columbus Day, for me a day to discover the sounds
of silence on Second Street. A reprieve from the con-
struction and mayhem due to our must-have, $43 mil-
lion new-and-improved parking structure at 1431
Second St. I was on my way to 24 Hour Fitness know-
ing that parking would be plentiful. 

Oh wait, my bad. The construction was in full effect.
Why? The men at work don’t work for the city of Santa
Monica. They don’t live in the city of Santa Monica. Our
tax dollars have been outsourced. And it’s not just
Second Street, it’s happening all over the city. Locals
are not being employed, they are being annoyed, driv-
en insane by the constant noise and the interlopers and
their new toys. Don’t bother writing your council per-
son.

The $43 million was allocated in a unanimous 7-0
vote by the City Council for the demolition and rebuild-
ing of Parking Structure 6.

“I think we have made the right decision to concen-
trate parking on this site,” Councilmember Kevin
McKeown said.

Oh how I wish I could attend the “Hometown Forum,”
this Wednesday, dressed as Nancy Kerrigan and wailing
at the dais “Why, why, why?”

Before I was escorted out of the Martin Luther King
Jr. Auditorium, I would yell, “Am I to believe you could
not find a qualified hometown native to help run the
city? You had to go outside of the city to hire again?”

Our new city clerk is Sarah Gorman, former city
clerk of Santa Clarita. Mayor Richard Bloom announced
the appointment welcoming Sarah to the community
and noting that Gorman was considered uniquely qual-
ified for the post by the City Council.

As Santa Monica city clerk, Gorman will receive a
base salary of $159,912, relocation assistance of up to
$10,000. The appointment follows a nationwide recruit-
ment that attracted more than 80 candidates and
council interviews with two finalists.

Santa Monica has been invaded by BMWs,
Louboutins, Vuittons, Dancer, Prancer and Vixens. They
are rude, ruled by a sense of entitlement and don’t talk
to you, but at you. They believe they can fly right past
you, over you and crush you.

Back to the nightmare on Second Street where
you’ll discover newly zoned tour bus and taxi parking.
You cannot park in front of the 24 Hour Fitness. You
can hop on a tour bus to Universal City, Hollywood or
Beverly Hills. You know the ones with those lovely
advertisements on wheels rolling down Fourth Street
and Montana Avenue.

Did I mention the increase in parking fees through-
out the city? We need a new lot all right, a new lot of
council members who care about us.

See you at the polls or on the poll depending on who
wins.

Valerie Scott
Santa Monica

Smokers hurting us all 
Editor: 

Stacy Westly says discriminating against smokers is
like discriminating against other activities (“Clearing
the air,” Letters to the Editor, Oct. 7). Not quite. If you
chug down a bottle of booze, I don’t get drunk. If you
eat a dozen Big Macs, it doesn’t make me fat. Smoking
is another thing entirely. Smoking stinks up every-
where, it is poisonous, and while legal, is not needed to
live. The rights of people to breathe outweigh the right
to smoke. If smokers don’t like it, tough.

Mike Kirwan
Venice, Calif. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Send comments to editor@smdp.com 

BACK IN THE DAY, THE MOST FRIGHTFUL
offense on Halloween was either a teacher
who banned costumes in the classroom, a
torrential downpour starting at roughly 4:45
p.m. or being on the receiving end of a house
doling out pennies for UNICEF and small
packs of raisins instead of a pumpkin buck-
et or glass bowl full of miniature Snickers
bars and M&M snack packs.

That was the era when local toy stores
sold plastic superhero masks that wrapped
around the back of your head with elastic,
accompanied by some kind of a vinyl body-
suit and cape that fit awkwardly over the
warm clothes that lame parents forced their
children to wear underneath.

Determined kids vowed not to come
home until they achieved an entire pillow-
case stuffed full and overflowing with candy.

At the end of the night, dads rifled
through the bounty, sampling the loot for
any loose razor blades or sprinkles of cyanide
— you know, just to be on the safe side.

It was a much simpler time.
The costumes these days make, say, the

hobo costumes of yore seem downright
politically correct. After all, weren’t the kids
dressed like a kind of Charlie Chaplin tramp
really just raising awareness for and eliciting
sympathy on behalf of the beleaguered
homeless population?

It’s not so much the Halloween getup
available online today called “Road Kill
Child Costume” — which “includes a gray
jumpsuit with printed tread marks and
three-dimensional ‘guts’ and a funny head-
piece with a face opening” — that signal
times have changed, and for the much, much
worse.

Nor is it necessarily the “Child Mac
Daddy Pimp” ensemble, which is tween-
sized and comes with a jacket, pants and
“pimp hat” (although the description says
it’s up to you to get the “bling bling”) that is
a sure sign we’re all going to hell on Oct. 31.

Part of the problem lies with the classic
costumes that have gone wild. As in, totally
slutty — and not Julia Roberts-“Pretty
Woman”-high-class-hooker-with-a-heart-
of-gold-and-even-better-hair kind of slutty.
More like HBO “Real Sex” in the back of a
cab with an STD-riddled stranger, or some
kind of a Bunny Ranch type of whore-y.

It’s not enough to dress like a cute little
kitten anymore. Now girls are compelled to
dress as cats in heat, desperate to attract a
mate with skin-tight bodysuits and sky-high
heels. Or as a cupcake ready to show exactly
the flavor of frosting that’s lurking inside,
with vagina-length skirts and tops that dip
down in an apparent effort to objectify the
poor sternum.

Pretend-cop uniforms for small girls
seem less appropriate for Halloween and
more apt to be worn by someone at a bach-

elor party who would likely say something
such as, “I hear somebody’s been a bad boy,”
while smacking a baton in her palm.

No longer is a skeleton costume for girls
just a frightening mess of bones. Now it’s a
psychologically terrifying spandex bodysuit
that calls attention to the parts of the body
most normally on display in gentlemen’s
clubs and skin magazines.

Even Hello Kitty is in on the action, with
a namesake costume available for kinder-
gartners that would make them appear as if
they’ve joined the world’s oldest profession
by donning something that’s only notable
for how little there actually is of it.

But it’s not just sex that’s found its way
full-force into Halloween for the younger
set. It’s also other general inappropriateness.

Spend a couple of minutes on Google and
find a kid with dynamite strapped to his
chest in an effort to disguise himself as a sui-
cide bomber while trick-or-treating. There
are baby girls dressed as Hooters waitresses
and pole dancers, but those costumes are
probably better — emotionally, anyway —
than the one showing a very little girl dress-
ing up as a dead version of Dora the
Explorer.

There’s a viral photo of a baby in a mari-
juana-leaf costume. Another shows a small
boy dressed as Hitler. Yet another tot has a
pint-sized Ping-Pong table over his head,
with a game of beer pong happening on
either end.

It’s hard to say which is more disturbing:
a photo of a toddler dressed for Halloween
in a life-size condom wrapper or another of
a small child wearing a pack of cigarettes as
a costume as he asks strangers for candy
with his dad, who is dressed as a bottle of
Jack Daniel’s.

Without wishing a bad Halloween on
today’s generation of eager trick-or-treaters,
maybe rain or snow, and therefore nowhere
to display costumes that would make poor
Vincent Price spin in his grave, wouldn’t be
the worst thing to befall Oct. 31.

More at www.meredithcarroll.com. 

Meredith C. Carroll Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Meredith Pro Tem

YOUR OPINION MATTERS!

SEND YOUR LETTERS TO

Santa Monica Daily Press

• Attn. Editor: • 1640 5th Street, 

Suite 218 • Santa Monica, CA 90401 

• editor@smdp.com

Halloween costumes
have gone to hell

BUT IT’S NOT JUST SEX
THAT’S FOUND ITS WAY

FULL-FORCE INTO
HALLOWEEN FOR THE

YOUNGER SET. IT’S ALSO
OTHER GENERAL

INAPPROPRIATENESS.

office (310) 458-7737

INTERESTED IN YOUR DAILY FORECAST?
Check out the HOROSCOPES on PAGE 13!
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ARIZONA AVE.
WILSHIRE BLVD.

14TH
 ST.

15TH
 ST.�

FINDING A NEW
DENTIST IS TOUGH!!!

(BUT WE MAKE IT EASY!!!)
TRY OUR NO OBLIGATION

$1  EXAM
includes FULL XRAYS AND INVISALIGN CONSULTATION

If you don’t like what we have to say we will give
you a copy of your x-rays at no charge

DENTAL CARE WITHOUT JUDGEMENT!
No need to be embarrassed if you haven’t been in for 

a long time complex cases welcome

"NO HASSLE" DENTAL INSURANCE PROCESSING
We will take care of all your insurance paperwork

WE OFFER UNIQUE SERVICES
*Nitrous Oxide provided as a courtesy

*No interest payment plans
*Emergencies can be seen today

*Our dentists and staff members are easy to talk to

AND OF COURSE WE DO
-Invisalign    -Periodontist on Staff    -Oral Surgeon on Staff
-Cosmetics and Implants    -Zoom bleaching    -and more

SANTA MONICA FAMILY DENTISTRY
DR. ALAN RUBENSTE IN
1260 15th ST. SUITE #703

( 3 1 0 )  7 3 6 - 2 5 8 9
WWW.ALANRUBENSTEINDDS.COM

PPuuttttiinngg  oouutt  tthhee  ffiirree

The City Council recently banned smoking for new

tenants of condos and apartments and on the same

day approved a moratorium stopping medical mari-

juana dispensaries from operating within city limits.

SSoo,,  tthhiiss  wweeeekk’’ss  QQ--LLiinnee  qquueessttiioonn  aasskkss::

Did the smoking ban go far enough or should

smoking be disallowed in all condos and apart-

ments? Also, do you think they did the right

thing by temporarily stopping pot shops and

why?

Contact qqlliinnee@@ssmmddpp..ccoomm before FFrriiddaayy  aatt  55  pp..mm..

and we’ll print your answers in the weekend edi-

tion of the Daily Press. You can also call 331100--557733--

88335544.

THIS NOVEMBER, PROPOSITION 34 —
the SAFE California Act initiative — will ask
California voters to stop funding the state’s
broken death penalty system and try anoth-
er approach to improving public safety.

Whether you are for or against the death
penalty, Prop. 34 is an excellent example of
how direct democracy is supposed to work.
For decades, the legislature has failed to act
to make needed reforms to California’s
death penalty system. This has resulted in
the wasteful spending of billions of dollars
on a system that has carried out a grand total
of 13 executions. Taxpayers have been forced
— through the legislature’s inaction — to
continue funding this wholly ineffective sys-
tem. Until now.

Finally, a proponent has come forward
with a direct initiative that gives voters a
chance to reform the law. Former San
Quentin Warden Jeanne Woodford, who has
had a long and successful career within the
California Department of Corrections and
who oversaw four executions, says that the
system is not working. Gathering 800,000
signatures to place Prop. 34 on the ballot,
Woodford is taking the case directly to the
voters of California and asking them to take
action to eliminate the death penalty. This is
direct democracy at its best.

It is no longer disputed that the annual
cost of implementing California’s death
penalty is at least $100 million more than
what we would spend if the state’s most
severe penalty were life in prison without the
possibility of parole. The independent
Legislative Analyst’s Office says as much in
its fiscal impact statement on the ballot
summary for Prop. 34. We know how much
the system is costing taxpayers because tech-
nology now permits us to collect and analyze
criminal justice cost data. The data also per-
mit us to propose evidence-based reforms
that are strategically tailored to remedy spe-
cific problems and lead to specific outcomes.
Prop. 34 is just such a data-driven, evidence-
based, proposed reform. For example, the
data shows that 46 percent of homicide cases
in California are never closed. That means
that every year roughly 1,000 murderers in
California escape justice. Similarly, 56 per-
cent of reported rapes go unsolved annually.
Instead of wasting millions of dollars on a
broken system, Prop. 34 would direct tax-
payer money to solving more murders and
reported rape cases.

There is no credible evidence that having
the death penalty reduces violent crime.
None. There is evidence, however, that

California now ranks second in the nation
(tied with Texas) as the state with the most
wrongful convictions. Our system makes
grave mistakes — and some cannot be
undone. The evidence also shows that near-
ly 1,000 death sentences that have been
handed down in California since 1978, but
the state has carried out only 13 executions.
During that time, over 80 inmates have died
on death row of other causes before being
executed by the state.

By 2050, if nothing changes in
California’s capital conviction and execution
rates, the state will spend an additional $5
billion to $7 billion for a system that will
produce only another 14 executions, while
500 more inmates will die of old age and
other causes on death row before they are
executed. These are the facts. And these facts
have been presented to the state legislature
time and again. The California legislature
has refused to act. It is now up to the voters.

The 1978 Briggs Initiative, another direct
voter initiative which led to the enactment of
the state’s current scheme, promised to “give
every Californian the protection of the
nation’s toughest, most effective death
penalty law.” A system that has cost taxpayers
$4 billion and executed no more than 13
people is neither “tough” nor “effective.”
Technology in the 21st century is not what it
was in 1978. We now have analytical tools
that allow us to approach criminal justice
policy reforms with more precision and
sophistication. It is now possible to examine
the costs and benefits of various criminal
justice programs, including the administra-
tion of the death penalty, and determine
whether our programs are working, and
whether we are making efficient use of our
scarce public resources. After three decades
of wasteful spending on a broken system,
California voters — now equipped with
actual evidence of how costly and ineffective
the state’s death penalty system has become
— will have an opportunity to weigh in at
the ballot box and decide whether continu-
ing the current broken system makes sense,
or whether California can do better.
Regardless of the outcome, that is direct
democracy at its best.

PPAAUULLAA  MM..  MMIITTCCHHEELLLL is an adjunct professor of
law at Loyola Law School Los Angeles, where
she teaches habeas corpus and civil rights liti-
gation. She co-wrote with Senior Ninth Circuit
Judge Arthur L. Alarcón “Costs of Capital
Punishment in California” (2012) and
“Executing the Will of the Voters?” (2011).
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Associated Press

LOS ANGELES Environmentalists accused
federal regulators Tuesday of conducting a
bogus review of a proposal to restart the
damaged San Onofre nuclear power plant
on the California coast.

Just days after Southern California
Edison asked the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission for permission to repair and
start the Unit 2 reactor, then run it at
reduced power, the agency is facing pressure
from groups critical of the nuclear power
industry to initiate a review that could take
months or even years to complete.

The NRC is “denying the public any
meaningful voice” in the review to restart the
plant, which has been shuttered since
January, Friends of the Earth, the Natural
Resources Defense Council and the
Committee to Bridge the Gap said in a joint
statement.

The NRC has promised a transparent,
thorough review of the proposal, which
focuses on how the utility will fix faulty
steam generators installed during a $670
million overhaul.

“We don’t experiment with safety,” NRC
Regional Administrator Elmo Collins told
reporters Monday.

The environmental groups are pushing
the federal agency to require Edison to seek
an amendment to its operating license to

restart the plant, a process that could take up
to two years.

In a March letter, federal regulators out-
lined a series of benchmarks Edison must
reach to restart the plant, including deter-
mining the cause of vibration and friction
that damaged scores of steam generator
tubes, how it would be fixed and then mon-
itored during operation.

Those requirements, however, did not
involve amending the plant’s operating
license.

“This significant change rises to the level
of a license amendment proceeding in
which, by law, the public is entitled to partic-
ipate,” the groups said.

Collins said Monday it’s an “open ques-
tion” if the agency will require a license
amendment.

Anti-nuclear activists have argued for
months that restarting the plant, located
between San Diego and Los Angeles, would
invite catastrophe. About 7.4 million
Californians live within 50 miles of San
Onofre’s twin domes.

Tests found some tubes were so badly
corroded that they could fail and possibly
release radiation, a stunning finding inside
the nearly new equipment.

Edison’s proposal calls for operating Unit
2 at up to 70 percent power for five months
then shutting it down for inspections.

The future of the heavily damaged Unit 3
reactor is not clear.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

RICHMOND, Calif. A group backed by the
beverage industry is spending millions of
dollars to defeat a soda tax measure on the
Nov. 6 ballot in this San Francisco Bay Area
city.

Campaign finance statements released
Friday show the “No on N” campaign has
spent $2.2 million compared to just $25,000
by supporters of the tax, the Contra Costa
Times reported (http://bit.ly/VWwDMZ)
Sunday.

The opposition group is led by the bever-
age industry lobbying organization, the
American Beverage Association.

Richmond’s measure would levy a penny-
per-ounce tax on businesses that sell soft
drinks and other sugar-sweetened beverages.

Supporters say the drinks are linked to
childhood obesity, and the tax would reduce
their consumption. A companion measure
encourages city officials to spend the $2 mil-
lion to $4 million that would be raised by the
tax to fight childhood obesity.

Opponents say it would cost businesses
millions of dollars in lost sales and raise
prices for consumers. They are unabashed
about all the spending.

“We’re going to spend what is necessary
to inform voters about a misleading and
misguided tax that will cost Richmond resi-
dents and businesses millions of dollars a

year in higher grocery bills and lost sales and
revenue,” Chuck Finnie told the Contra
Costa Times.

Finnie is with a San Francisco-based pub-
lic relations firm hired by the beverage asso-
ciation to coordinate the “No on N” cam-
paign.

Signs against the tax have popped up
around the city, and staffers at a campaign
office funded by the beverage industry make
calls and coordinate the placement of signs,
the Contra Costa Times reported.

“They’re spending more and more
because they’re not confident, and they
know that Richmond can pave the way for
more cities to protect children’s health from
their products,” said City Councilman Jeff
Ritterman, the tax’s leading supporter.

The Los Angeles County city of El Monte
is pursuing a similar soda tax although offi-
cials there say their main goal is to raise rev-
enue for city coffers. The tax would raise
between $3.5 and $7 million a year.

The city is awaiting amended campaign
finance filings for the measure, according to
the city clerk’s office.

But Mayor Andre Quintero says the bev-
erage industry is fighting hard against the
measure in his city as well.

“Billboards, cable television ads, events,
mailers, canvassing teams, phone banks,
legal maneuvers, constant polling ... we are
under siege,” he said.

Richmond soda tax measure
opponents spend millions 

Activists say feds conducting
sham review of nuke plant
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scribers, according to Reed spokesman Paul
Abrahams.

Visitors to Variety’s website are allowed to
read only a few free stories per month. The
restrictions have cut its online presence. In
2009, it had about 2.5 million visitors a
month. In September, Variety had just
397,000 unique visitors online. That com-
pared to 5.1 million for
HollywoodReporter.com, and 1.9 million at
Deadline.com, according to market tracker
comScore Inc. Even so, those entertainment
business websites fall short of celebrity news
sites such as Yahoo’s OMG with 28 million
and TMZ with 22.9 million unique visitors.

In recent years, Variety has ramped up the
number of industry-focused conferences it
hosts, and tried last year to compete with
Amazon.com Inc.’s movie information site,
IMDb.com, by selling a data tool called
FlixTracker. Despite the innovations, most of
Variety’s revenue still comes from advertising.

Reed Elsevier put Variety up for sale in
March as part of an effort to move away

from ad-dependent businesses.
Variety was the last of Reed’s U.S. print

publications. Reed sold book trade magazine
Publisher’s Weekly in 2010 and pay TV
industry magazine Multichannel News in
2009. Other titles it sold included Interior
Design, Furniture Today, and Broadcast &
Cable.

Reed is increasingly focused on providing
data services for a variety of industries
including airlines and banks.

Penske Media said it plans to expand
Variety’s presence on the Web, on mobile
devices, over broadcast and in international
markets.

Aside from Deadline, the digital media
and publishing company owns a number of
news brands, including entertainment sites
HollywoodLife, Movieline, and technology
website BGR.

Penske Media was founded in 2004 by its
CEO, Jay Penske, the son of auto racing team
owner Roger Penske. Debt and equity
financing for the transaction was provided
by Third Point LLC, a hedge fund run by
Daniel Loeb. Loeb gained notoriety earlier
this year as an activist investor who lobbied
for a management change at Yahoo Inc.
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izenship ceremonies to register people and canvassing
Miami-area neighborhoods where immigrant families live.

In California, where new citizens comprise nearly 9 per-
cent of potential voters, Republicans hope House candidates
Ricky Gill and Abel Maldonado can reach that group by
highlighting their families’ journeys from India and Mexico,
respectively, in search of the American Dream.

Georgina Castaneda, a home-care worker who grew up in
Veracruz, Mexico, and now lives in Los Angeles, is the type of
person the campaigns are targeting. After years of waiting
for her citizenship application to go through the bureaucra-
cy, she passed the U.S. civics test and swore her allegiance to
the flag along with thousands of others at a ceremony in
March at Los Angeles’ Staples Center.

Castaneda said Democratic Party workers walked down
the aisles handing out brochures to the crowd. She filled one
out while still seated.

“My idea was that one more vote could do something, so
I registered at the ceremony,” she said.

Political parties have tried to engage new arrivals since at
least the 1790s, when New York City’s fabled Tammany Hall
political machine organized immigrants, especially the Irish.
In this final stretch of contemporary campaigns, the influ-
ence of new voters is magnified in several battleground
states, where small shifts can produce large impacts on the
electoral vote count.

“The trick with politics is to get to people early, so what
you want to do is make sure that your party gets in on the
ground floor of any new citizen’s thinking,” said Stephen
Farnsworth, a professor of political science at the University
of Mary Washington in Fredericksburg, Va. “So instead of
meeting people at the docks like the political machines of a
century ago, political parties and campaigns are meeting
potential voters right after they take the oath.”

Overall, first-generation citizens historically have leaned
Democratic and registered at lower rates than U.S.-born vot-
ers. But during the past decade that gap in registration has
narrowed, partly because the newest Americans have been
motivated by the immigration debate, said Manuel Pastor,

director of the Center for the Study of Immigrant
Integration at the University of Southern California. The
center released the data last week, after performing a first-of-
its kind analysis made possible because the Census Bureau in
2008 started asking people more detailed questions about
when they became citizens.

Nationwide, there are an estimated 7.8 million people of
voting age who naturalized since 2000, or 3.6 percent of all
potential voters, according to the study. Two swing states —
Florida, at 6 percent, and Nevada, at 5.1 percent — have
higher concentrations than the national average. Virginia is
at 3.5 percent, and Colorado at 2.1 percent.

States like California, Massachusetts and Illinois that are
considered likely to go for Obama also have significant pop-
ulations of new citizens who could make the difference in
congressional races.

In Massachusetts, where the newest Americans make up 5
percent of all potential voters, GOP Sen. Scott Brown often
emphasizes his support for legal immigrants who have
“played by the rules” as he competes with Democratic chal-
lenger Elizabeth Warren for the swath of undecided voters.

In downtown Oakland, Calif., the Alameda County
Republican Party has been erecting folding tables bedecked
with American flags and voter registration forms in Spanish,
Chinese, Tagalog and English outside naturalization cere-
monies at the Paramount Theater.

“We want to be in places where we are reaching the
minorities or ethnic blocs,” said Sue Caro, the local GOP
chairwoman.

The success rate for Republicans in this traditionally
Democratic stronghold is unclear — Caro noted sometimes
new citizens pose with the party’s cardboard cutouts of Mitt
Romney and Ronald Reagan, then walk down the sidewalk
to the Democratic Party’s table and take family photos with
likenesses of Michelle and Barack Obama.

In Florida, the Obama campaign for months has sent vol-
unteers to the conference halls where the federal government
holds its citizenship ceremonies, and has been seeking out
new citizens willing to host house parties.

“Our campaign is about inclusiveness and to that end we
encourage all citizens, including our newest citizens, to get
involved in the democratic process,” Obama campaign
spokesman Adam Fetcher said.

To be sure, campaigns and parties say courting undecid-
ed new citizens is just one element of the numbers game,
which ultimately will turn on how many people show up to
vote. Republican National Committee spokeswoman Kirsten
Kukowski said new Americans represent a piece of the GOP’s
registration program, but their turnout efforts are focused
on registered voters because they more reliably go to the
polls.

California is considered a sure bet for Obama, but there
are an unusually large number of competitive U.S. House
seats. Republican and Democratic Party officials say new cit-
izens could boost their turnout, and both sides are targeting
them.

Maldonado, a former lieutenant governor whose father
came to the U.S. from Mexico, is locked in a fierce campaign
against longtime Democratic Rep. Lois Capps in a new Santa
Barbara-San Luis Obispo district that has a voter registra-
tion edge for Democrats of just 3 percentage points.

Maldonado, a wealthy farmer, said he has been talking to
new citizens at house meetings in the agricultural region of
his district.

“I think they’re very proud to see that someone can come
here to this country of ours poor, and work hard, save, plan,
pay taxes and see their son eventually become lieutenant
governor,” he said.

Eight-term incumbent Capps said her voting record
reflected her strong alliance with Hispanics and said as a for-
mer school nurse she understands immigrant families’ chal-
lenges.

In Virginia, immigrants from India make up a substantial
portion of the newest citizens.

South Carolina Gov. Nikki Haley, who is Indian-
American, has campaigned for Romney multiple times in
northern Virginia, where a sizable Indian population has set-
tled. Obama made a campaign stop at a high school in
Leesburg in August, and on Friday went to Sterling, the same
town Haley addressed.

“That part of Virginia that is home to a lot of striving
recent arrivals,” said Farnsworth. “And for the parties it rep-
resents time and money very well spent to approach new
voters, because as close as the polls tell us this race will be,
that last 3 percent may be the percent that makes the differ-
ence.”
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biography of the restaurateur Jay Fiondella
and his establishment by Jon Stebbins called
“It Happened at Chez Jay’s.”

It describes celebrities like actor Peter
Sellers displaying their talents for the delight
of the masses, and back-room deals taking
place at the legendary “Table 10” where
rumor has it that Daniel Ellsberg passed the
Pentagon Papers to eager reporters and
Henry Kissinger dined.

The atmosphere was made possible by Jay
Fiondella, a vibrant man who pursued law,
bartending, acting and made hobbies out of
ballooning and treasure hunting.

The success of his business rested on the
comfortable climate he created which
attracted celebrities and others dodging
attention by prohibiting tourists and
paparazzi, according to the staff report.

The designation will protect certain phys-
ical characteristics of the restaurant,
although exactly what will be fleshed out by
staff and brought back to the commission
for approval.

According to the staff report, most of the
historic significance of the site comes from
the interior, where the restaurant’s “note-
worthy social interactions took place.”

That includes the arrangement of the
banquettes, tables, bar, sawdust covered
floor, nautical decorations and “Table 10”
amongst others.

“As such, the loss of some or a majority
of its contents, decorations and ephemera
as well as a change in the design and/or use
of ‘Table 10’ would eradicate key elements
of the property’s significance such that it
would no longer meet Santa Monica land-
mark criteria related to historic personages
and associations,” according to the staff
report.

The decision thrilled Anita Fiondella-
Eck, Jay Fiondella’s daughter and now co-
owner of the restaurant who has fond mem-
ories of sitting in the booths listening to the
varied clientele.

“It was a wonderful evening,” Fiondella-
Eck said. “It warmed my heart to hear what
everybody had to say about Chez Jay as part
of the cultural landscape and the history of
Santa Monica.”

Exactly what the designation means to
the structure is unclear.

The land on which Chez Jay stands was
once owned by the Santa Monica
Redevelopment Agency, an entity that was
killed by state lawmakers and the courts in
February 2012.

The property is now in the hands of a
“Successor Agency,” which may or may not
have to sell the property to satisfy obliga-
tions to the state Department of Finance.

Even if the land remains with City Hall,
the Chez Jay business may not.

Fiondella-Eck and co-owner Michael
Anderson have a month-to-month lease
controlled by City Hall. City officials
declared their intention to allow other busi-
nesses to bid for the spot in April, although
the process was put on pause when the
future of the land itself became a question
mark.

The idea was to create a restaurant space
that would complement the $47 million
park being built immediately east of the
Chez Jay site, preferably with a walk-up
sales location and a family-friendly atmos-
phere.

It could be done with the existing busi-
ness, despite the landmark designation,
Fresco said.

“The ideal circumstance would be to
leave Chez Jay alone and encourage the Chez
Jay people to open an auxiliary window in
the back that services the park,” Fresco said.
“It would not change the Chez Jay vibe at
all.”

Chez Jay and its ownership are commit-
ted to working with City Hall to make a
business that fulfills the needs of parkgoers,
Fiondella-Eck said.

“We’re excited to play a role in the park,”
she said. “Dad always wanted to be a ‘tavern
on the green,’ he always talked about that.
We would be excited to make that happen as
well as be a historic landmark, which would
preserve part of Chez Jay.”

ashley@smdp.com
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ting down to the point where I keep looking
at what else can I cut out, and I’m running
out of options.”

When it comes to rising fuel costs, farm-
ers get hit with a double whammy: They’re
spending more to refuel farm equipment
such as harvesters and tractors, and they’re
having to pay fuel surcharges to people
mechanically harvesting or transporting
their produce. Yet they are loath to impose
surcharges on anyone, because they’re afraid
of being less competitive when they sell their
products.

The Fresno County Farm Bureau says
farmers are hoping that, as economists pre-
dicted, gas prices will stabilize in the coming
days. Gov. Jerry Brown on Sunday ordered
state smog regulators to allow winter-blend
gasoline to be sold in California earlier than
usual to bring down prices.

The rise in gas prices has slowed, but the
price on Tuesday was still a state record and
the highest in the nation. The average price
for regular gas in the state was a little over
$4.67 a gallon, according to the AAA’s Daily
Fuel Gauge Report. The cost increased only
a fraction of a cent overnight, however —
compared with nearly 50 cents in the past
week.

The price for diesel in California averaged
$4.38 per gallon as of the first week of
October, according to the U.S. Energy
Information Administration. California and
U.S. diesel prices have climbed steadily from
about $2 per gallon in 2009.

The recent surge in gas prices came after
a power outage at a California refinery that
reduced supply, and corrosion issues in an
important pipeline, analysts said. The refin-
ery came back online Friday.

California’s Central Valley produces
much of the nation’s fruit, vegetables, nuts
and dairy products, with Fresno County as
the No. 1 agricultural producing county in
the U.S.

But customers nationwide should not
expect food prices to rise significantly due to
higher gas and diesel costs, said Daniel
Sumner, an agricultural economist at the
University of California, Davis.

That’s because fuel is only a small per-

centage of the cost of farming and getting a
product to store shelves. Food prices will go
up only by a few pennies on the dollar at
most, Sumner said.

Still, higher gas and diesel prices may
make California food less competitive with
overseas imports, he said. Produce that’s
shipped via the ocean to a supermarket near
the port would not reflect higher gas costs
that U.S. produce shipped on trucks via
highways would.

While food prices may see a small
increase, the money won’t trickle down to
the growers.

“We farmers don’t have any way to
recoup the higher gas costs or pass them on
to consumers, so we have to swallow them,”
said Nilmeier, who grows apricots, peaches,
nectarines, grapes and oranges.

To harvest grapes with a mechanical har-
vester, for example, Nilmeier must refuel two
tractors pulling gondolas. They use 100 gal-
lons of diesel per night, while the machine
picks 140-150 tons of grapes.

That means an extra $45 per night in fuel
costs, he said. And it takes many days to pick
the grapes. That’s not even counting the
higher cost of gas for driving workers from
field to field.

But once products leave the farm gate,
packers, refrigeration facilities, shippers,
freight companies and processors all add a
fuel surcharge to their customers’ bills,
Nilmeier said.

Many trucking companies that haul agri-
cultural products to storage and to market
impose fuel surcharges on farmers and other
customers to protect themselves against fuel
price fluctuations, said Michael Shaw,
spokesman for the California Trucking
Association, whose members move 80 per-
cent of the cargo on California’s roads each
year.

But the truckers who don’t add fuel sur-
charges — especially small independent
truckers — may find themselves in financial
troubles, and may even stop driving, Shaw
said.

“For now, we’re trying to ride it out. But
if diesel goes over $5, I’m going to have to
stop,” said Joel Vargas, an independent
trucker from Porterville who hauls produce
from fields to packing houses. “With that
kind of price, I won’t be able to support
myself and my family.”
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ists, mostly from outside Santa Monica, who
turned in applications for 21 available spots
through a lottery system that debuted in
2011 when, for the first time, City Hall
received more applications for displays than
it had room to put them.

Atheist organizations won 18 of those
spots, leaving two for the Christians and one
for a Menorah put up by the Chabad House.
The atheists installed only a handful of dis-
plays, which angered others who felt cheated
out of the spots.

Four months later, William Becker, repre-
senting the Santa Monica Nativity Scenes
Committee, has filed a lawsuit accusing City
Hall’s blanket ban of winter displays uncon-
stitutional, hopefully in time for the tradi-
tion to resume in 2012.

It took that long to put the suit together
because Becker, who’s taking on the case pro
bono, had to go through the transcript of the
meeting in which the City Council decided
to adopt the ban, as well as research into the
full history of the displays, Becker said.

He holds that testimony given by several
council members shows that they stopped
the tradition in order to end controversy
rather than out of a belief that the displays
were unconstitutional or that they were
adopting a general policy.

“The reason this lawsuit has been made
possible is that they tried to justify amend-
ing the ordinance on the reasoning that they
feared religious conflict would occur and
wanted to avoid controversy,” Becker said.

In doing so, City Hall took the religious
content of the displays into consideration,
thereby violating the First Amendment
rights of the Christian groups, Becker said.

Mayor Pro Tem Gleam Davis described
the lawsuit as “unfortunate.”

“I think that the council gave a lot of con-
sideration to the issue and felt that while it’s
a cherished and beloved tradition in Santa
Monica, First Amendment law prohibited us
from giving any preferences to the nativity
scenes,” Davis said.

The lottery system was just as unpopular,
she noted.

“We could continue the lottery — which
did not satisfy anyone — or ban unattended
winter displays which seemed the best way
to protect the First Amendment rights and at
the same time avoid the conflicts that can
arise when you start to restrict speech in a
public place,” Davis said.

That was the rationale proffered by City
Attorney Marsha Moutrie who, over the
course of multiple hearings on the issue, told
council members and the community that
the council could not choose to preserve the
nativity displays alone.

Furthermore, the council was well within
its rights to eliminate the displays as they
were an exception worked into a ban on
unattended displays on public property,
Moutrie said in June.

Becker plans to file an injunction in fed-
eral court on Wednesday that, if approved,
would possibly allow the 14 nativity scenes
to go up in the park in time for the 2012
winter season.

ashley@smdp.com
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Platinum Properties & Finance
Helping Westside

Buyers and Sellers
John Moudakis DRE # 01833441

jgmrealestate@aol.com (310) 663-1784

Painting & Decorating Plans?

We Can Help!
- Residential and commercial
- Full handy man A to Z
- Expert in green concepts

The Handy Hatts  |  Painting and Decorating Co. SINCE 1967

Call Brian for free estimates: (310)927-5120 or (310)915-7907 

LIC#888736

SUIT
FROM PAGE 1

Daniel Archuleta daniela@smdp.com
A STAND: A lawyer has filed a lawsuit against City Hall calling for the return of the nativity scenes.
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SURF CONDITIONS WATER TEMP: 67.6°
SWELL FORECAST
Looking to run knee to waist most everywhere. 

LONG RANGE SYNOPSIS
CHEST HIGH WAVES AT WEST FACING BREAKS, KNEE TO WAIST AT WEST FACING SPOTS. CONDITIONS ARE QUESTIONABLE WITH RAIN LIKELY.

TIDE FORECAST FOR TODAY IN SANTA MONICA
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The Meaning of Lila By John Forgetta & L.A. Rose

By Jim DavisGarfield

Strange Brew

Dogs of C-Kennel By Mick and Mason Mastroianni

Hang out with friends tonight, Gem
ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
★★★★ You might want to let a difficult situation
alone and instead watch how others work through
it. Listen to your inner voice. Do not avoid incom-
ing calls, especially as it is likely that you will hear
good news. Tonight: Paint the town red.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
★★★ Your home life always is important, and
you go out of your way to maintain a steady
domestic life. Having priorities is important,
but handling the other areas of your life is
equally imperative. Tonight: Mosey on home.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★★ You make that extra effort, and others
respond accordingly. Use positive thinking in order
to manifest a wish. Your thoughts and words have
an effect. Tonight: Hang out with friends. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
★★★ Curb a need to go overboard. You might
feel quite touched by someone's thoughtful-
ness. You also feel unusually secure when deal-
ing with this person. Don't worry so much
about tension between you and a child or new
friend.  Tonight: Use some self-discipline.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
★★★★★ Thoughts that come to you in your
sleep might be unusually significant right now.
A close friend might be the perfect person to
share this information with, as he or she could
give you feedback. You very well might be able
to manifest this idea, but on your schedule.
Tonight: All smiles.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
★★★ You might not want to be an active par-
ticipant in what goes on today, as you could be
thinking about a proposal. A boss or higher-up
has a lot to share. This person has been
observing you, and feels as if you are giving
100 percent of yourself. Your presence encour-
ages others to break past boundaries. Tonight:
Not to be found.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
★★★★ Zero in on priorities. You cannot get
past a problem without first having a discus-
sion with a key resource. You might be making
judgments that could prevent you from accom-
plishing an important goal.  Tonight: First, find
your friends. The rest will happen naturally.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
★★★★ You understand your role in a project,
and you don't hesitate to do what is needed to
accomplish the end results. A partner teams up
with you and helps you accomplish more.
Tonight: Up late!

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
★★★★★ Let your mind expand as you play
around with a certain situation. You might start
to see a situation far differently, or in many dif-
ferent ways, as a result. Someone you like and
who is lucky for you suddenly appears. Tonight:
Reach out for someone at a distance.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
★★★★ Deal with individuals directly. The con-
versations that ensue will demonstrate their
caring. Team up with someone who has the
same goals as you, but offers something differ-
ent. Tonight: Brainstorm over dinner. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
★★★★★ You'll discover much more of what is
happening with others. You could get feedback
from loved ones when trying to make plans.
You suddenly might realize how much fun you
could have with a certain person. Tonight:
Spontaneity works well. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
★★★★ You have a lot to do, and you will get it
done -- as long as you do not allow someone to
distract you. Your imagination could lead you
down some interesting paths today, even liter-
al ones. Understand why a partner might be
negative about one of your suggestions.
Tonight: Get to the gym.

If ever you were to have a proclivity for intensity and drama, it would be this year. You

easily could be mistaken for a drama queen or king. Communication, especially with

those close to you, forces your mind's eye to see beyond its current vista. Good luck

comes through openness and detachment. Travel and/or education also will play a sig-

nificant role in your life this year. Be careful not to overspend in your grandiose mood, or else you could end up being unhappy when you return to

your normal self. If you are single, a friendship could be vital to a special relationship. Once you meet this person, you could have difficulty landing on

the ground for a while. If you are attached, do more as a couple. Work on your friendship, too. A party is always better with a LEO! 

★★★★★Dynamic   
★★★★ Positive 
★★★ Average   

★★ So-So   
★ Difficult

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS
The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:HHaappppyy  bbiirrtthhddaayy

By John DeeringSpeed Bump By Dave Coverly

Edge City By Terry & Patty LaBan

Aero Theatre
1328 Montana Ave.
(310) 260-1528

Call theater for more information. 

AMC Loews Broadway 4
1441 Third Street Promenade
(888) 262-4386

Butter (R) 1hr 31min
1:55pm, 4:35pm, 7:30pm, 9:45pm

House at the End of the Street (PG-
13) 1hr 41min

1:45pm, 4:25pm, 7:15pm, 9:50pm

Won't Back Down (PG) 2hrs 01min
1:00pm, 4:05pm, 7:00pm, 10:00pm

Escape Fire: The Fight to Rescue
American Healthcare (PG-13) 1hr
35min

1:30pm, 4:15pm, 7:00pm, 9:30pm

AMC 7 Santa Monica 
1310 Third St.
(310) 451-9440

Hotel Transylvania 3D (PG) 1hr
31min

11:55am, 2:30pm, 5:20pm, 7:50pm,
10:15pm

Frankenweenie in Disney Digital 3D
(PG) 1hr 27min

11:45am, 2:30pm, 5:10pm, 7:45pm,
10:15pm

Taken 2 (PG-13) 1hr 31min
11:55am, 2:45pm, 5:25pm, 8:00pm,

10:30pm

Perks of Being a Wallflower (PG-13)
1hr 42min

11:30am, 2:20pm, 4:50pm, 7:25pm,
10:20pm

Trouble with the Curve (PG-13) 1hr
51min

11:20am, 1:55pm, 4:35pm, 7:15pm,
10:00pm

End of Watch (R) 1hr 49min
11:35am, 2:25pm, 5:10pm, 7:55pm,

10:30pm

Hotel Transylvania (PG) 1hr 31min
11:25am, 1:45pm, 4:20pm, 7:00pm,

9:30pm

Laemmle’s Monica Fourplex
1332 Second St.
(310) 478-3836 

Arbitrage (R) 1hr 40min
1:50pm, 4:20pm, 7:00pm, 9:40pm

Decoding Deepak (NR) 1hr 23min

1:00pm, 3:00pm, 5:10pm, 7:20pm,
9:55pm

Just 45 Minutes from Broadway (R)
1hr 48min

1:40pm, 4:20pm, 7:10pm, 9:50pm

Master (R) 2hrs 30min
1:00pm, 4:05pm, 7:10pm, 10:15pm

AMC Criterion 6 
1313 Third St.
(310) 395-1599

Frankenweenie (PG) 1hr 27min
11:15am, 1:40pm, 4:05pm, 4:45pm,

6:40pm, 9:15pm

Looper (R) 1hr 58min
11:25am, 12:35pm, 2:15pm, 3:40pm,

5:10pm, 6:45pm, 8:00pm, 9:45pm

Dredd (R) 1hr 36min
11:30am, 2:10pm

Taken 2 (PG-13) 1hr 31min
11:15am, 1:50pm, 4:30pm, 7:00pm,

7:30pm, 9:45pm

Pitch Perfect (PG-13) 1hr 52min
11:40am, 2:30pm, 5:30pm, 8:10pm,

10:00pm

For more information, e-mail news@smdp.com

MOVIE TIMES
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■ Are We Safe? In August, the for-
mer director of Homeland
Security's office in charge of
shoring up the nation's chemical
plants against terrorist attacks told
CBS News that, five years after
Homeland Security started the
chemical program, "90 percent" of
the 5,000 most vulnerable plants
have still not even been inspected.
The official, Todd Keil, said that
when he left the job in February,
$480 million had been spent, but
that no plant had a "site security
plan" and that management of the
program was "a catastrophic fail-
ure." (A July Government
Accountability Office report con-
firmed that 4,400 chemical plants
had not been properly inspected.)
■ (1) KETV (Omaha, Neb.) reported
in September that local mother
Andrea Kirby had decided to give
away her stored-up breast milk to a
family in greater need. She had
amassed a freezer-full of 44 gallons
for her now-8-month-old child. (2)
How Hard Could Medical School Be?
Tokyo police arrested Miyabi Kuroki,
43, in September, and charged him
with forging a medical license in
2009 and subsequently treating
patients at a Tokyo hospital, provid-
ing, among other things, examina-
tions and electrocardiogram coun-
seling. Hospital officials estimate he
"treated" 2,300 patients before
being caught.

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
B Y C H U C K S H E P A R D

ccaattaacchhrreessiiss  \\  kkaatt--uuhh--KKRREEEE--ssiiss  \\    ,,
nnoouunn;; 1. Misuse or strained use of
words, as in a mixed metaphor,
occurring either in error or for
rhetorical effect.

WORD UP!

Sudoku
Fill in the blank cells using numbers 1 to 9. Each number can
appear only once in each row, column, and 3x3 block. Use logic
and process of elimination to solve the puzzle. The difficulty
level ranges from ★ (easiest) to ★★★★★ (hardest).

King Features Syndicate

GETTING STARTED
There are many strategies to solving
Sudoku. One way to begin is to
examine each 3x3 grid and figure
out which numbers are missing.
Then, based on the other numbers in
the row and column of each blank
cell, find which of the missing num-
bers will work. Eliminating numbers
will eventually lead you to the
answer.

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S PUZZLE

1911– The Wuchang Uprising
leads to the demise of

Qing Dynasty, the last Imperial
court in China, and the founding of
the Republic of China.

1911– The Kowloon-Canton
Railway (split into MTR

East Rail Line and Guangshen
Railway now) commences service
between Kowloon and Canton.

1913– President Woodrow
Wilson triggers the

explosion of the Gamboa Dike thus
ending construction on the
Panama Canal.

TODAY IN HISTORY

Draw Date: 10/5

8  9  16  32  39
Meganumber: 15
Jackpot: $45M

Draw Date: 10/6

3  9  15  17  31
Meganumber: 25
Jackpot: $8M

Draw Date: 10/9

2  7  21  23  31

Draw Date: 10/9

MIDDAY: 9 8 8
EVENING: 3 5 7

Draw Date: 10/9

1st: 07 Eureka
2nd: 03 Hot Shot
3rd: 01 Gold Rush
RACE TIME: 1:45.77

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy
of the winning number information, mistakes can
occur. In the event of any discrepancies, California
State laws and California Lottery regulations will
prevail. Complete game information and prize
claiming instructions are available at California
Lottery retailers. Visit the California State Lottery
web site at http://www.calottery.com

DAILY LOTTERY

MYSTERY PHOTO Daniel Archuleta  daniela@smdp.com
The first person who can correctly identify where this image was captured wins a prize from the
Santa Monica Daily Press. Send answers to editor@smdp.com. Send your mystery photos to 
editor@smdp.com. Hint: It’s not the mural at Lincoln and Ocean Park boulevards.
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING CONDITIONS: REGULAR RATE: $7.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 30¢ per word per day. Ad must run a
minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra.
Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once.
DEADLINES: 3:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 2:30 p.m. PAYMENT: All pri-
vate party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310) 458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press,
P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406. OTHER RATES: For information about the professional services directory or classified display
ads, please call our office at (310) 458-7737.

HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY  9:00am - 5:00pm     LOCATION 1640 5th Street, Suite 218, Santa Monica, CA 90401

(310)458-7737
CALL TODAY FOR SPECIAL MONTHLY RATES!

There is no more convincing medium than a DAILY local newspaper.
Prepay your ad today!

Classifieds
$750 per day. Up to 15 words, 30 cents each additional word.
Call us today start and promoting your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 40,000.

YOUR AD COULD RUN TOMORROW!*

(310) 458-7737
Some restrictions may apply. 

*Please call our Classified Sales Manager to reserve your ad space. Specific ad placement not gauranteed on classified ads. Ad must meet deadline requirements. See complete conditions below.

All classified liner ads are placed on our website for FREE! Check out www.smdp.com for more info.

CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale

Furniture
Pets
Boats
Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos
Rent
Houses for Rent
Roomates
Commerical Lease

Real Estate
Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services

Computer Services
Attorney Services
Business Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness

Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Psychic
Obituaries
Tutoring

Prepay your ad today!

Announcements
HYMAN KOSMAN PRODUCTIONS

"Drive-by comedian “King of Chicago” 
says 9 Billion, 5 Sequels 

“!!!$$$???###!!!$$$???###!!!"

Employment
Architectural Interns
Prep design & constr. drawings & ren-
derings. Prep docs for cost estimates. 
Analyze site, energy & envir. impact to 
meet LEED. BAarch + 6 mos. exp using 
BIM, AutoCAD, 3ds and Premiere. Send 
cvr ltr, res, samples & refs. No calls pls. 
Must be legally authorized to work in 
the U.S. w/o sponsorship. EOE. Person-
nel Department, MooreRubleYudell, PO 
Box 5760, Santa Monica, CA 90409

ATTENTION LEGAL SECRETARIES, LE-
GAL AIDES, PARALEGALS, LAW OFFICE 
MANAGERS AND STAFF
Great opportunity for extra income 
through referrals. We are a legal docu-
ment courier service looking to expand 
our business and pay top referral fees 
for new accounts set up at area law of-
fices, to inquire further, please email 
bsberkowitz@aol.com or call 
213-923-4942

PART-TIME SALES position to work from 
home.  Our attorney service is looking 
for referrals to law firms. Referrals re-
sult in ongoing commissions. Submit 
resume to bsberkowitz@aol.com

For Rent
$995-$1295 Very nice studio. Part fur-
nished. Prime location, North of Wil-
shire. 7 blocks to beach. 
(310)666-8360.

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
(310)869-7901

821 Pacific St. #4. 1Bd + 1Bth. 
$1645 per month. One level building. 
Private patio. Hdwd floors. Pets ok.

225 Montana Ave. #301. 3Bd + 3Bth. 
$3295 per mont. 2.5 blocks to Ocean. 

Balcony. Side by side parking. No 
pets.

11937 Foxboro Dr. 3Bd + 3Bth house 
in Brentwood. $4590 per month. No 
pets. Double garage. Hdwd floors. 2 

fireplaces.

633 Indiana Ave. Venice
3 Bdr. + 1 Bath,  $2550

1405 Barry Ave. #1
1 Bdr. +1 Bath, 1 Car Garage & 
1 vehicle parking space in front 

of garage.  $1725

WE HAVE MORE VACANCIES ON THE 
WESTSIDE. MOST BUILDINGS PET 

FRIENDLY.

www.howardmanagement.com
rentals@howardmanagement.com

Services
MEALS ON WHEELS WEST(Santa Monica, 
Pac.Pal, Malibu, Marina del Rey, To-
panga)Urgently needed volunteers/driv-
ers/assistants to deliver meals to the 
homebound in our community M-F from 
10:30am to 1pm. Please help us feed 
the hungry.

Massage

BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Experience 
Tranquility & Freedom from Stress 
through Nurturing & Caring touch in 
a total healing environment. Lynda, 
LMT: 310-749-0621

$7.50 A DAY LINER ADS! 
F o r  t h e  f i r s t  1 5  w o rd s .
CALL TODAY (310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737
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