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NEWS OF THE WEIRD
BY CHUCK SHEPARD

(1) Amir Husain, 17, and Anthony
Nauman, 18, who allegedly burglar-
ized a home in Mundelein, lll., in
August, were easily tracked down by
police after the pair decided to build a
Web site and post photos of their loot
for sale, along with their contact infor-
mation. (2) In the early morning hours
of a July day on the Eastern Freeway in
Doncaster, Australia, when a driver on
a restricted permit was stopped for
speeding (at the equivalent of more
than 120 mph), he told the officer in
apparent seriousness that he didn’'t
realize the police worked that late.
(We're a “24-hour organization,” said
a police spokesman.)

TODAY IN HISTORY

Today is the 278th day of 2005.
There are 87 days left in the year.

On Oct. 5, 1947, President Truman
delivered the first televised White
House address.

In 1937, President Roosevelt called for
a “quarantine” of aggressor nations.
In 1989, a jury in Charlotte, N.C., con-
victed former PTL evangelist Jim
Bakker of using his television show to
defraud followers.

QUOTE OF THE DAY

“The role of a do-gooder is
not what actors call a fat part.”

MARGARET HALSEY
AMERICAN WRITER (1910-1997)
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REI makes move to Santa Monica

National retailer looks for
niche by the beach

BY RYAN HYATT
Daily Press Staff Writer

DOWNTOWN A popular
retailer of outdoor gear will
replace the Toys “R” Us that once
occupied the corner of Santa
Monica Boulevard and Fourth
Street.

Recreational Equipment Inc.
(REI) — the nation’s largest retail
cooperative selling outdoor equip-
ment and clothing — announced
plans on Tuesday to open a new
store in spring of 2006 at 402
Santa Monica Blvd.

The two-story, 32,000-square-
foot store will employ approximate-
ly 60 full- and part-time staff, com-
pany representatives said. REI will
provide outdoor equipment and
clothing for camping, climbing,
cycling, hiking, kayaking, travel
and snow sports, including top

Surf City USA: Ready

By The Associated Press

HUNTINGTON BEACH — Surf
City is ready for Mother Nature.

The National Weather
Service said the city’s disaster
measures have improved and
Huntington Beach is now offi-
cially = StormReady. The
National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration agency
outlines several criteria for the
designation.

Cities submit an application,
receive a verification visit and
are reviewed by a local advisory
board before getting the designa-
tion. The StormReady checklist
requires, among other things, a
24-hour warning point and
emergency operations center.

The city recently added
weather radios and Internet
warning systems for earth-
quakes to offices of the police
watch commander, battalion
chiefs, lifeguard headquarters
and emergency operations cen-
ter, said Glorria Morrison, the
emergency services coordinator.

There are also emergency
warning sirens at fire stations,
she said.

brands and its own line of products.

Founded in 1938 in Seattle, REI
opened its first store in the Los
Angeles area in 1977. The Santa
Monica location will be REI’s sev-
enth store in the region.

REI’s closest retail location is
currently in Manhattan Beach. The
company opened a store in
Huntington Beach in August.

Rob York, a retail consultant for

the Bayside Business District, the
nonprofit group that manages
downtown with City Hall, said REI
had less exposure in the past due to
its operators’ unwillingness to pay
market values for good locations.
However, York said REI’s move
to occupy the Toys “R” Us site
shows company leaders are willing
to invest more in their business.
“They are a great retailer and

attract a good demographic,” York
said. “They are trying to be more
prominent, and the stars have
aligned so now they can pay market
rent for a great market location.”

REI representatives wouldn’t
discuss any aspects related to their
leasing agreement.

Santa Monica real estate bro-

See REI, page 6

Restoration perspiration
1-1- L z

(Left to right) Vito Wojcik, Suzanne Morris, Debra May and Sibylla Tringham on Tuesday work to restore the “Whale
of a Mural” at Ocean Park Boulevard and Fourth Street. The crew, part of conservation company Rainer Zebala
Partners, has been working on the mural for about a week and expects to be finished in November. The City Council
earlier this year approved spending about $61,000 for restoration of the mural.

Fabian Lewkowicz/Daily Press

Manslaughter convict set free

BY RYAN HYATT
Daily Press Staff Writer

AIRPORT COURTHOUSE — The
Santa Monica bar owner convicted
of voluntary manslaughter after he
fatally shot a patron more than 20
years ago will be a free man this
week.

Antonio Pedraza had been
accused of the first-degree murder
of Javier Garcia, 25, on June 21,

1984. Garcia was shot multiple
times in front of the Jalisco Cafe, a
now-defunct bar once located at
1811 Olympic Blvd. Had he been
convicted of murder, Pedraza would
have faced the possibility of spend-
ing the rest of his life in prison.

A jury in August decided Pedraza
was wasn’t guilty of murder, but
rather voluntary manslaughter, a
crime that carries a maximum prison
sentence of 11 years.

Superior Court Judge Stephanie
Sautner sentenced Pedraza on Sept.
29 to the low end of the allowed
sentence — three years in prison
for the manslaughter conviction.
However, Pedraza has been credit-
ed for spending 1,230 days in
prison while awaiting his trial.

As a result, Pedraza, 58, will be
released from the Men’s Central

See FREED, page 7

_ Be Prepared for
the Next Earthquake

= www.safegasservices.com
3017 Lincoln Blvd. ® Santa Monica, CA 90405

310-664-8777

CALL NOW! EATHQUAKE SHUT-OFF VALVES SAVE LIVES!!

SMALL BUSINESS STARTUP?
Let me help you succeed

I CONSULTING » BOOKKEEPING » PLANNING TAXES ‘

III SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA

Jacquie Banks

310.586.0342
Great service ..
every step of the way.

Gars Safety Spedalist

(310) 395-9922
100 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1800
Santa Monica 90401
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BOB GABRIEL INSURANCE

Providing Professional & Personalized Service Since 1936

m Auto Experts m Life, Disability & Pension

m Homeowners m Commercial & Business

m Workers Compensation m Group & Individual Health

Representing “A” rated companies
including MERCURY INSURANCE

California survey shows Mercury Insurance Auto
rates to be the most competetive in this area.
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Monica Historical Society Museum —

The Archives of Santa Monica.
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Happy at home, Taurus

Santa Wonica Daily WDress

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS The stars show the kind of day you’ll Have:
* %k %k k-Dynamic %k % k-Positive * *k-Average * x-So0-so *-Difficult

@ ARIES (March 21-April 19)

%% %% A partner or associate needs to
discuss what is on his or her mind, even if you
would rather not. A conversation could be quite
healing, as long as you both are clear about what
is said. An element of confusion runs through the
day. Tonight: A one-on-one talk.

@ TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

A% Kk k% How you approach others could
allow even more good feelings to evolve. In fact,
much that is said and done right now could be
very healing. A boss could be confusing, as usual.
Avoid difficult situations if possible. Tonight:
Happy at home.

@ GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
% %% You have determination on your

side. Sometimes even you can be hardheaded.
Know when to let others rule the roost and make
the decisions. Curb a tendency to overindulge,
especially if frustrated. Tonight: Listen to great
music.

@ CANCER (June 21-July 22)

%% Your imagination could take you
down an unusual path, introduce you to a new
friend or energize your relationship. Don’t take a
financial risk. What occurs can only backfire.
Avoid money matters. Tonight: Playful doesn’t
need to cost.

@ LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

%% % You could cause yourself problems
by being negative. You have many serious issues
on your mind, but don’t allow these situations to
flow into other areas of your life. Confusion sur-
rounds relationships. You can be sure that you
are not seeing the whole person. Tonight: Mosey
on home.

@ VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

B&# ** %k Speak your mind, and others
might react strongly. You could feel a bit down.
Your imagination and your need to pitch in come
out. Though these gifts bring satisfaction, you
need to be aware of your own needs. Tonight:
Share your caring.

@ LIBRA (Sept. 23-0ct. 22)

% %% Your finances can take a pleasant
turn with effort and discipline. You could feel like
you have to give up something that is very impor-
tant to you. Brainstorm with a creative pal and
see other paths to the same end. Tonight: Gather
bills. Is your budget holding together?

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

A=Y %% %% * You might feel tension left and
right. You also can, and might, choose to ignore
what is going on. You might be carrying too many
responsibilities. Think of ways to lighten your bur-
den. Tonight: Talk to someone about ways to
make your life easier.

@ SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

A&z % You can be sure that you are not get-
ting the whole story. In fact, someone might be
intentionally holding back. Your sixth sense kicks
in. It is important to not be reactive and to look at
others with understanding. Tonight: The less said
the better.

@ CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

W& %% Others are disposed to give you
what you want and need. If you are in touch with
your feelings about financial and security needs,
you can negotiate. Otherwise, an associate could
rain on your parade. Don’t let him. Tonight: Where
the gang is.

@ AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feh. 18)

%% % You might not be present with the
moment. This might not bother you, but it could
cause others to be frustrated. Tune in to a boss or
higher-up who can impact you, for your sake.
Your imagination finds ways of handling a prob-
lem. Tonight: Out late.

PISCES (Feh. 19-March 20)
NP *** Try to get out of yourself even if you

are tired and run ragged. Know when to say that
you’ve had enough and cut the day short. You
might need to take some time off. Consider what
you would do with a day off. Tonight: Relax to a
movie.

AUDIT PENDING
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LOCAL

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Eclectic concert series at SMC

By Daily Press staff

Santa Monica College is alive with the sound of music.

SMC will host several concerts throughout this month starting with a jazz quar-
tet playing on Oct. 7. The Jon Mayer Quartet, featuring their enterprising pianist,
will play Friday at 7 p.m., with tickets going for $10.

The music events all take place in the SMC Concert Hall, 1900 Pico Blvd.

Here’s the music itinerary for the month:

B Oct. 9: SMC Symphony Orchestra performs at 4 p.m. Chopin’s Piano
Concerto No. 2 featuring music professor Kirill Gliadkovsky with tickets selling for
$10.

B Oct. 11: SMC faculty, students and guests play piano music at 11:15 a.m. at
the Chopin/Mendelssohn Minifest, which the public can attend at no cost.

B Oct. 13: The free minifest at 11:15 a.m. with chamber-music performances by
SMC affiliates.

B Oct. 15: SMC music faculty, students and guests will play orchestral music at
8 p.m. on the third day of the minifest. Tickets are $10.

B Oct. 16: The SMC Jazz Band will perform “Big Band” jazz and contemporary
pieces at 4 p.m. under conductor Keith Fiddmont, and featured guests will play with
the ensemble. Tickets cost $10.

B Oct. 23: SMC Concert Band performs again, but this time conductor Keven
McKeown will direct the band at 4 p.m. in their performance of traditional and con-
temporary music written for their ensemble. Tickets go for $10.

B Oct. 30: A leading Russian baritone will perform a wide range of arias and
songs and also Russian folk songs at 4 p.m. Tickets are $15 for the general public
and $10 for students.

Call (310) 434-3000 or (310) 434-4323 for more information.

Rummaging for students

By Daily Press staff

A benefit for various school programs and students in need will take place this
Saturday.

Santa Monica Alternative School House’s annual rummage sale and car wash
starts at 9 a.m. and goes until 1 p.m.

People will be able to rummage through clothes, books, furniture, books, toys
and collectibles at the event, which will be held at 2525 Fifth St.

SMASH instructors, parents, students and alumni have served public schools to
help disadvantaged students from kindergarten to eighth grade for 31 years,
SMASH officials said.

The organization works to develop new educational techniques in Santa Monica,
according to SMASH.

For more information call (310) 396-2640.

Mardi Gras to henefit New Orleans evacuees

By Daily Press staff

A benefit for hurricane victims will be celebrated New Orleans-style this
Thursday with a Mardi Gras party.

The money raised for the fundraiser that begins at 5 p.m. on the Third Street
Promenade will go to the American Red Cross and Salvation Army, which will be
there to collect donations.

The event will have live music, jugglers, tarot card readers, acrobats, magicians
and belly dancers on the Promenade. There also will be a poker tournament and
comedy show at the Yankee Doodle Billiard Club, 1431 Third Street Promenade.

Gotham Hall, also on the Promenade, is throwing a Mardi Gras Party for those
21 years and older at 9:30 p.m. and is charging $20, to be donated to the American
Humane Society.

See BRIEFS, page 5
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(s SURF REPORT

Overall, southerly periods are averaging 12 seconds from 220
degrees, and NW periods are running 14 seconds from 305.
Most west-facing breaks are seeing waist- to chest-high sets.

South-facing breaks are running waist high.

Wednesday is looking like a smaller surf day with NW wind swell
dropping off to waist high. No noticeable SW is expected, so o

west-facing breaks are looking best.

Today the
water Is:

Write us at alex@smdp.com

and tell us what the surf is doing today at your local break.

LOW TIDES
Morning  Height

The Surf Report is sponsored by:

Evening  Height

MONDAY BS5ME 0.8 4:04 0.7
TUESDAY 3:55 2 4:40 0.5
WEDNESDAY 416 1.5 519 04
THURSDAY 4:36 2.0 6:06 0.4
FRIDAY 456 23 7:05 " %0.5

HIGH TIDES
Morning Height  Evening Height

“9:47 54 10:06 4.9
~10:08 5.6 10:44 45
10:31 5.8 11:27 41
10:58 5.8 NA  N/A
12822 3.6 11:29 5.9

Wr/ocurce

SURF CENTER santa monica

% Core Surf/lifestyle Shop %X

1451 THIRD STREET PROMENADE
IN SANTA MONICA - 310.656.CURL

.
The % Llne,\~\‘\~\«\«mwmwwwm\~\~\‘\\\\\\\\\\\\\~\~\~\~\x\~\\\\\‘mwm

Sponsored by...

“~The Galley

More than 40 residents turned out last week to
voice their concerns over a recent report on future
development and traffic plans for Santa Monica. They
demanded that elected leaders put into effect a “zero”
to “minimal” growth policy for the city over the next 20
years. In light of the controversy, city officials are urg-
ing staff to make sure the public’s comments are
heard as the land-use plans move forward.

So this week, Q-Line wants to know, “How can
City Hall best understand and represent the will of
citizens in formulating development plans for the
future of Santa Monica?”

Call (310) 285-8106 before Friday at 5 p.m. and
we’ll print your responses in the weekend edition.
Please try to limit your comments to a minute or less.
It might help to think first about the wording of your
response.

Rediscover The Galley's genuine
service while experiencing our new
weekend brunch served on our
beautiful outdoor patio.

Serving Brunch from 11AM-4PM
Full Bar-Best Bloody Mary's in Santa Monica
(310) 452-1934

2442 Main Street ® Santa Monica

get fit ... feel good

THE
EASTON
GYM

design

Showroom Open

By Appointment Only o

e

1233 THIRD STREET PROMENADE,

EASTON GYM IS Y
SANTA MONICA (3

HOLLY V00D
Lk A ] 1 () K &
Custarmn Wood Furnilurs

512 VWilshirg Bivd, (batwoen 51h and Gih)
J10-255-0880 - www. HolyvwoodCraahons. nal
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OPINION

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Learn the rules of the road
Editor:

So the letter writer Bill Bolt (SMDP, Sept. 21, page 4) is both a “barrier propo-
nent” and a “no barrier proponent.” Whatever suites his pseudo city planning eye
whenever he feels like it or so we are to assume by his spiel (not to mention the his
race-card pulling, for there is not otherwise anything at all to do with race per the
fatal bicycle/truck collision on PCH most recently).

Bicycles, when properly equipped and ridden by responsible bicyclists, have a
legal right to share any and all roads whatsoever with cars. Barriers here or barriers
there is totally irrelevant. Both bicyclists and drivers are implored to practice utmost
safety. Otherwise, a tragedy is in the offing sooner or later, wholly caused solely by
the one or the other, or both of them. The highway per se is rarely, if ever, the cul-
prit, save in the eyes of ambulance-chasing shysters.

Rest easy, letter writer Bill Bolt, curb your fretting. Nobody is devoting them-
selves to subjecting catering truck entrepreneurs to lopsided justice. Nor must we be
apologetic for any one of them who tailgates a bicycle and criminally hits it.

William Cook
Santa Monica

Doctor gets schooled
Editor:

In response to the good Dr. Lisette Baursachs’ comment to the homeless being
put in prison as a solution to the homeless problem, (SMDP, Sept. 27, page 4). You
have a Ph.D. I would think that someone with that much of an education would
study the problem first-hand, then make a comment as you made. I have first-hand
knowledge, a Ph.D. in the causes of homelessness as it were, as well as first-hand
knowledge of the homeless community as a whole, and here in my solution to this
situation.

1. We imprison the ones who have allowed the homeless population to grow for
the sake of money, property and prestige. This will free up the monies needed to
build shelters.

2. We imprison the ones who keep the homeless population where it is so they
can profit from it through the “program run around” and give those who have suc-
ceeded in a program an open door to being a productive member of society.

3. We imprison those who have the NIMBY attitude — those who keep shelters
from opening in their neighborhoods, thus creating a lack of shelter beds to help
those who are homeless get back on their feet. This gives the shelters places to be

being in the neighborhood that is dangerous and tempting to a return to the old
lifestyle.

4. We imprison those who have a prejudiced stereotype of the homeless commu-
nity as a whole. Those who fuel the fires of the NIMBY attitudes because they do
not have, nor wish to receive, the education to see the real causes of homelessness,
or wish to ignore results of 20 or so years of an eroded infrastructure through pri-
vatization, the soaring housing costs, the outsourcing to other countries or in sourc-
ing jobs to illegal aliens so that the “profit margin” is high and the returns are bet-
ter on the stock portfolio, so we can work to create jobs with sustainable incomes
and affordable housing to keep people falling back to and keep people from being
homeless in the first place.

5. We imprison all those who place the “Almighty Dollar” in front of compassion
and understanding, thereby creating an atmosphere where we help each other in a
crisis whether it is a natural one, as in the Gulf of Mexico, or man-made as in the
examples I gave in solution No. 4, instead of kicking the person who is down.

Does this seem like a viable solution to solving the problem of homelessness, Dr.
Baursachs? Does your esteemed education see this as a solution? I admit that if any-
one housed or un-housed commits a crime, they should be put in prison. But the
solution of imprisoning someone for their economic situation is a very stupid idea.
I would have expected more from an educated person.

Charles Springer
Santa Monica

built and gives the homeless person a chance to be in society and adjust, instead of

ot edifien i one chok awary
iog 0 1o smdp.com and sutacrie o moe

Learning lessons from
the eye of a second storm

THE
y WITNESS
STAND

BY CLIFF NICHOLS

These hurricanes are turning out to be
amazing things, even beyond the havoc
they wreak on lives and property. The sec-
ond one in as many weeks, Rita, again
provided interesting insights into our
human nature.

First, before Rita even hit, I am of the
opinion that we were treated to sensation-
alism of a magnitude only today’s media
is capable of producing. Reporters from
every major network were sent to the area
to report on the advent of this newest cat-
aclysm that this time would hit Houston,
or so they said. Many even seemed almost
giddy when, while still out in the Gulf,
Rita obtained a Category 5 designation.
This enabled them to give us reports that
implied that Rita was a threat of such pro-
portions that it could likely extinguish
many, if not all, life forms found in its
path. It was a monster coming to Houston
that would likely crush those citizens
unfortunate or stupid enough to remain.
The only question that remained was not
if, but when, this disaster would occur.
The result? Panic, of course. But in my
opinion, both the reporters and the citizens
who panicked overlooked a couple of
obvious points. Unlike New Orleans,
Houston is not below sea level. I would
think this alone would reduce the threat to
life and limb that resulted from Katrina.
Second, even if Rita remained a Category
5 and did hit Houston, how life threaten-
ing could it really be, if the reporters
themselves were not leaving the area in
the interests of ratings? In my opinion, the
panic snowballed as much because of the
media’s hyper-coverage of Rita as
because of Rita itself.

Next, we witnessed the panic itself.
This time around, however, unlike New
Orleans, it did not occur after the storm,
but rather before. Naturally, not wanting
to revisit the New Orleans experience,
Houston attempted a mass exodus where-
by throngs of people tried to flee down the
interstate. Flee, however, turned out to be
a euphemism. The imbroglio that was pro-
duced was a disaster similar in propor-
tions to that of New Orleans, only it took
a different form.

This time around, rather than becoming
stranded on rooftops, thousands who had
the resources to do so quickly became
stranded in the traffic gridlock produced
by the panic. Far too many vehicles
attempted to occupy the same space at the
same time, while others further inhibited
the stampede by running out of gas due to
delays that far exceeded anyone’s expec-
tations. Clearly, it was a Category 5 traffic
jam. Interestingly, it also was one that
conceivably could have put these people
at greater risk of harm from the effects of
the storm than had they just stayed home.

Meanwhile elsewhere, others did just that,
in large part due to the fact that, lacking
resources, they simply had no choice but
to stay home and ride it out as best they
could. As a result, we were treated to a
tragic comedy. Both the haves and the
have-nots were interestingly put in the
position of possibly being screwed at the
same time, albeit in different ways. Of
course, this all left me pondering the ade-
quacy of our emergency response proce-
dures and wondering whether there possi-
bly could be a better way.

Then it came to me: an epiphany that
resulted from a news report that the night-
mare on the interstate was being caused,
in part, by families who were trying to
save all of the multiple family cars they
owned. As I understand it, there were
many instances where mom was found
driving one, while dad drove another and
in some instances sons and daughters
were driving even others. Then I really
started looking and was amazed to see
how many of the vehicles that had been
brought to a standstill on the road had
only one person in the car. That’s not to
say that these cars weren’t packed to the
gills with possessions. They were. But
this only told me that, when the chips are
down, some are more interested in saving
things like their stereos and TVs than their
fellow man. Really, how sad is that?

So, what’s the answer? In the short run,
it may be as simple as enacting a law that,
in the event of any similar emergency
evacuation, absolutely no vehicle will be
allowed on an interstate that has less than
three people aboard. Think about the pos-
itive consequences such a law would pro-
duce. Would not people be given an
incentive to look for others to join them so
they would be permitted to get out of
town, and so many of those who would
otherwise have no transportation would
thereby have an increased possibility of
being rescued? That is not to mention the
fact that the number of vehicles on the
road would be seriously reduced, and con-
sequently so would be the amount of
gasoline needed for the evacuation.
Perhaps the law could be called something
like the “Good Samaritan Evacuation
Plan.” After all, it would merely represent
nothing more than legislatively mandating
the effect originally intended by the
Golden Rule.

Practically speaking, the government
would simply be saying that, in the event
of an emergency, you will be required to
at least act as if you loved your fellow
man as much as yourself. And even just
that would be a good thing. At minimum,
it would allow all concerned a greater
chance of surviving at least long enough
for them to work on loving them indeed
maybe later.

(CIiff Nichols is an attorney practicing
criminal defense/entertainment law in
Santa Monica. He may be reached at 310-
917-1083 or  www.cliffnicholslaw.com.
You may join his blog at www.thedaily-
stand.com.)
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OPINIONS EXPRESSED are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff.
Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis.
It is our intention to publish all letters we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to
those that are e-mailed to editor@smdp.com. All letters must include the author’s name and telephone number for purposes
of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite 202, Santa Monica,
90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.
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Democrats look to defeat
governor’s propositions

BY DIANE GUTHMAN
Special to the Daily Press

California’s special election Nov. 8 is
one of the most important California vot-
ers have faced in many years, three State
Assembly members said at a rally at the
Democratic Westside Coalition headquar-
ters this past weekend.

Assemblymembers Fran Pavley (D-
Agora Hills), Paul Koretz (D-West
Hollywood), and Judy Chu (D-Monterey
Park) told the crowd that there could be
long lasting consequences if these mea-
sures are approved. The elected officials
urged constituents to vote “no” on six of
the Propositions 73-78.

Koretz, who led off the program, told
the crowd of campaign volunteers that
Gov. Amold Schwarzengger is one of the
most dangerous politicians he has seen in
his lifetime and someone that cannot be
trusted.

“Arnold Schwarzengger is the slickest liar
I’ve ever seen in political office, and that’s
frightening,” Koretz said. “He has no princi-
ples ... If these propositions pass, we are all
going to pay, and not just financially.”

Specifically of concern to the assem-
blymembers is Prop. 76, the “Live Within
Our Means Act,” which proponents said
will allow the governor to control spend-
ing to end state deficits and balance the
state budget without raising taxes.

According to Chu, who is running for
the Board of Equalization, Prop. 76 gives
the governor imperial powers and is not
the way to solve the budget deficit. She
said that if the measure passes,
Californians can expect to see cuts in
funding for important programs such as
those for the developmentally disabled,

child care, families and California chil-
dren.

“We need to put a face on what these
initiatives will mean to teachers, nurses,
fire fighters and law enforcement,” said
Pavley, who had spent the last several
days at the fire command centers in
Calabasas and Thousand Oaks. “The
propositions are an attack on the middle
class, and I don’t think this governor
knows what it is like to give up fame and
fortune for public service.”

Pavley said the best way to thank those
hard-working fire fighters is to go to the
polls on Nov. 8 and vote “no.”

The Democratic Westside Coalition is
a grassroots organization made up of
Westside Democratic clubs who have
joined forces to campaign against the
special election. The headquarters, locat-
ed in the offices of the Santa Monica-
Malibu Classroom Teachers Association,
needs volunteers. The Democratic
Westside Coalition conducts phone
banking and voter registration, hosts bal-
lot initiative information events every
Saturday at 1 p.m., and organizes
precinct walkers.

The offices are open Monday through
Thursday from 4 to 9 p.m.; Fridays noon
to 5 p.m.; and Saturday and Sundays noon
to 9 p.m. For more information, call (310)
315-3013.

The groups involved are the Pacific
Palisades Democratic Club, the West LA
Democratic Club, the Malibu Democratic
Club, the Westside Grassroots
Democratic Club, the Progressive
Democrats of LA, Westwood-Westside
Democratic Club, the Progressive
Democrats of the Santa Monica
Mountains and Democrats For Israel.

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

BRIEFS, from page 3

By Daily Press staff

Diversity celebration and conservation

Avenue and Virginia Avenue.

music and entertainment.

It’s going to be a party in the P-block this weekend.

A block party is planned for Saturday to celebrate Santa Monica’s diversity and
to discuss how Virginia Avenue Park can help sustain it.

“Virginia Avenue Park is a tremendous resource for the community,” said Pico
Youth & Family Center executive director Oscar de la Torre. “The Pico neighbor-
hood is home to the highest number of youth and low-income families.”

Pico Neighborhood Association co-chair Maria Loya said the Pico neighborhood
is the most ethnically diverse in Santa Monica, but declining employment and
affordable housing opportunities threaten its diversity.

The block party starts at noon and ends at 5 p.m. on 22nd St. between Delaware

There will be a cook-out with free food, awards for community leaders, games,

WHO

can get the power of email working for your business?

greatbignOISG www.greatbignoise.com

Are You Ready?

Hypnotherapy
could be your
breakthrough

(31 0) 235-2883 www.hypnotherapylosangeles.com

John McGrail, C.Ht.

m Sparkling New, State-Of-The-Art Facility
m Luxury Conveniences Nobody Else Has

m Plus Best Prices, Guaranteed

wal==

STORAGE

Present coupon for offer. See manager for details.

m Senior and Military Discounts
m State-Of-The-Art Security System

= We Sell Boxes, Locks and Packing Supplies

US STOR@&E“E 7 t

Washingion
Cubve @
el o Bredgock
12700 BRADDOCK, MARINA DEL REY, 90066 _E _""E_ )
(310) 827-5454 =3

PBritarmia Pub

A Great Place To Anchor

LATE NIGHT HAPPY
HOUR 10PM-12AM
FRIDAY’S 8 TO LATE

FEATURING RICHARD PIERCE ON
ACOUSTIC GUITAR

HAPPY HOUR
4PM-7PM MON-FRI

ALL DOMESTICS, $2.50
$2.50 WINE,
$2.50 WELL DRINKS,
COMPLIMENTARY BAR SNACKS

FUI.I. MENU featuring Britannia’s very popular fish & chips and all other british

favorites. Breakfast served all day. If you are counting calories, we have great salads too.

Full Bar. Heated Patio. Lunch Delivery Available.
Opening Hours 11* Monday-Friday, 9:30™ Saturday-Sunday

318 Santa Monica Blvd. * Santa Monica
310-458-5350 * www.britanniapub.com
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Prices good with this coupon only .
Hours: Monday-Friday SAM-5PM

Recycle for CASH Suturday SAMZPM

Prices include CA Redemption Value

CRV Aluminum Cans $1.45/1B.

(Over 10015s) $1.50/LB. Scrap price subject to change

CRV Glass Containers $.09/LB.

(Over 200185) $.095/LB. D! . )
CRY PET Container Tl “Prices good with coupon only
(Over 5018s) $.80/LB.

Santa Monica Recycling Center 2411 Delaware Ave./Cloverfield & Michigan
Directions: Turn East on Michigan off of Cloverfield, First Street is 24th. Right on 24th St. to Delaware

Santa Monica 310/453-9677
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Summer Cleanmg Special

Apartments Special
Bachelor $50 $30
Studio §70 §45
One Bedroom/One Bath $80 §95
Two Bedroom/One Bath $90 865
Two Bedroom/Two Bath $110 $30
Three Bedroom/One Bath $125 $100
Three Bedroom/Two Bath $135 $110
Three Bedroom/Three Bath $145 $120

HONEST, DEPENDABLE, THOROUGH, EXCELLENT REFERENCES /?%

MONLdld ﬂVB

silent ﬂl[ftl?{ﬂ@lll’ﬂwm

HURRICANE KATRINA SURVIVORS
through the

American Red Cross X
Saturday, October Bthlh._ll_]amﬁpm ||

FABULOUS silent auction items al each store.
[ ]
Drawing items range in value

from S100 to $600.

Over 100 shops, restaurants and services
participating from 7th-17th Street
in Santa Monica.

| MONEY EORA| CAUSE!

Visit www.montanaave.com for more details.

REI stores first came
to Los Angeles 1n 1977

REI, from page 1

kers have said commercial real estate in
the downtown area commands up to $12
per square foot.

Toys “R” Us closed its doors in April.
The 52,423-square-foot building was
acquired by CIM Group through its CIM
Urban Real Estate Fund.

The total transaction was valued at
more than $30 million, and CIM paid
about $24 million for the building, accord-
ing to the Los Angeles Business Journal.
Planet Action, located at the Toys “R” Us
property, continues to operate its 8,640-
square-foot space.

CIM has invested in Santa Monica
since 1993 and developed many promi-
nent properties along Third Street.

Greg Mellinger, REI director for the
company’s Southern California and
Arizona operations, said he is excited REI
will have an outlet in Santa Monica
because there is a great potential for the
company’s products.

“The reason we’re in town is because
Santa Monica has an incredibly active
community with plenty of access to the
outdoors,” Mellinger said.

There are approximately 125,000 REI
members who live within 15 miles of the
new Santa Monica location. They current-
ly purchase their products online or com-
mute to the Manhattan Beach store to
shop, Mellinger said.

Members pay a one-time $15 fee and
receive a share in the company’s profits
through an annual refund based on their
purchases. Members also can vote for the
company’s leadership and receive exclu-
sive deals on used products for sale.

REI spokesman Mike Foley said the
Santa Monica location will require some
renovation, which may take until May to

i ..
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complete.

REI has filed for a plan check for inte-
rior modifications to the former Toys “R”
Us space, according to City Hall’s plan-
ning department. In addition, the company
has filed for Architectural Review Board
(ARB) approval for exterior modifications
to the building.

The plan check is still being processed,
and the proposed exterior modifications
have not yet been approved by the ARB.
These are the only reviews required for
REI to occupy the former Toys “R” Us
space, according to the planning depart-
ment.

REI is known for employees who help
select the right gear and offer information
and tips to customers on how to achieve a
great outdoor experience, Foley said.

A camp stove demonstration table and
a footwear test trail will be among the in-
store features that allow customers to test
the products.

A gear rental department also will
encourage customers to try new outdoor
activities.

Mellinger said there has been no recent
change in REI’s business plan that
prompted it to move to Santa Monica.
However, he noted that with so many
members living in the general vicinity of
REI’s new location, a shop in Santa
Monica may have been overdue.

Mellinger said REI tends to comple-
ment its retail competitors, which include
bike stores and other outdoor shops.

One area with which REI continues to
be concerned is the video-game market.

“We kind of see Play Station and the
television as our competitor,” Mellinger
said. “We’re trying to get more youth and
people outdoors, because once they’re out-
doors and enjoy it, they will become users.

“All they need is an introduction.”
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DA argued final shots
were an act of murder

FREED, from page 1

Jail in Los Angeles on Thursday. He will
be required to pay a total of $245 in resti-
tution fees and will be on parole.

Mojgan Aghai, Pedraza’s public
defender, said the case was a classic
example of a person exercising the right to
self defense.

Larry Droeger, the deputy district attor-
ney assigned to the case, didn’t comment.

Sandi Gibbons, D.A. spokeswoman,
said her office prosecuted on the grounds
that it felt it had a case, but added that the
jury makes the final decision.

Pedraza was never questioned by
police at the time of the shooting. He fled
the scene and abandoned his bar, wife
and three kids. He was on the lam for 19
years before being arrested in Los
Angeles in July of 2003 on drug charges.
He allegedly sold narcotics out of a bar
parking lot where he worked, according
to police.

Shortly after the shooting, police found
Pedraza’s tan Ford pick-up truck aban-
doned in Santa Monica.

According to his testimony, Pedraza
went to Mexico. He returned to the United
States 10 years later and lived here under
a different name until his arrest.

The fatal shooting occurred late at
night, after an intoxicated Garcia was
kicked out of the bar for throwing beer
bottles on the floor, according to witness-
es and police.

Pedraza said it was common for cus-
tomers to bring guns and shoot them
inside and outside of his bar. On the night
of the shoot-out with Garcia, Pedraza was
without a security guard because his regu-
lar guard had been shot at the bar in an
unrelated incident a few weeks before.

For protection, Pedraza was wearing a
bullet-proof vest and was armed with a
can of mace and a .38 semi-automatic pis-
tol tucked in his waist.

Garcia and his brother, Ramon, entered

the bar and were served. Garcia, who
appeared angry, took his beer to the pool
table and proceeded to smash his and
other customers’ beer bottles against the
floor, Pedraza testified.

Pedraza asked Garcia to leave, calling
him a huero, which is a slang word for
“blondie” or “light-skinned.” Garcia was
Hispanic.

A struggle ensued. Pedraza maced
Garcia and escorted him out of the bar.

Garcia threatened Pedraza. He returned
near the entrance of the bar a few minutes
afterward and pointed a gun at Pedraza,
who he could see through the doorway.

Pedraza walked toward the back door
of the bar. He heard a revving car take off
and thought Garcia had left, he testified.

Pedraza walked along the side of the
building toward the front of the bar.
Pedraza took a step on the sidewalk and
spotted Garcia, who was near a tree on the
opposite side of the bar’s facade. Pedraza
testified that he warned Garcia that he did-
n’t want to kill him and that he should go
home.

Garcia proceeded to fire, charging at
Pedraza. Pedraza took a bullet to the
chest, which was protected by his vest.

Pedraza took cover behind the corner
of the building, while Garcia was exposed
on the sidewalk. They fired at each other
repeatedly. Garcia fell to his knees, and
Pedraza continued shooting until Garcia
fell face first in the street.

Pedraza walked up to Garcia and shot
three more rounds in the back of his head.

During the trial, Droeger argued the
final shots proved the case was an act of
murder. He noted that Pedraza failed to
lock the front door of the bar when Garcia
first pointed the gun at him. Pedraza also
failed to notify police once he felt threat-
ened Garcia might kill him.

Pedraza said he acted the way he did
because he was fearful for his life and of
leaving his children orphaned.

Family members attended his trial.

OUTDOOR PRINTING

BILLBOARDS
BULLETINS
30-SHEETS

8-SHEETS
BUS BENCHES
BANNERS
BUS SHELTERS
SIGNS

Pe da ct all! Kﬁ*‘\ Saster faot!
e doccalll &8 St

POSITIVE EXISTENCE PRINTING EXPERTS
310-214-3537 * WWW.PEPRINTING.COM

ADVERTISEMENT

“Back Pain: New Hope For
Disc Herniation Sufferers”

Santa Monica — A new free report has recently been released that reveals an amazing new medical breakthrough tech-
nology that is proven 91" successful treating debilitating back pain. Even with herniated discs, degenerative join disease,
sciatica and stenosis. Find out how this technology has lead to the most promising back pain treatment today. It is called
LORDEX Decompression Therapy. (LDT) For your free report including information, and educational DVD, call 1-888-
826-0637 and listen to the toll-free 24HR. recorded message for all the details. Supplies are limited - call now.

PusLic Dump
IN SanTa Monica

Southern California
Transfer Company
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10 WEST |

DONAITE YOUR CAR

Cars Trucks Boats Motorcycles WYans RVs

¢ % Big Brothers
Big Sisters

of Greater Los Angeles
and the Inland Emjpire

(888) 306-KIDS |

FREE TOWING
TaAE DEDUCTIELE

100 OF NET PROCEEDS
GO TO HELPF CHILDREM.

“GOLD STAR™ TOP 10
US CHARITIES = Forlees JOHNT

Since 1993
Available for private parties

14

Corner of 14™ and Santa Monica Blvd.
www.14below.com

LUncoming
Headliners

Happy Hour
Mon-Fri, 5-7pm

HALF PRICE DRINKS AND APPETIZERS

SPORTS GRILL

Next door to 14/Below

Available for Private Parties
Lunch Time Delivery Available
1333 Santa Monica Blvd.

[ Corner of 14th and Santa
Monica Blvd. ]
(310) 899-0076

YOUR SM HEADQUARTERS FOR
THE NFL AND NCAA FOOTBALL.

$2.50

DRAFTS

BUD, BUD LIGHT, HEFEWIEZEN, RED HOOK
DURING ALL NFL AND NCAA GAMES.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2005

A Night with Stevie
Starlight Featuring:

The Stevie Natale Band

NHL HOCKEY IS
BACK WATCH IT

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2005
That 70’s Rock Show
Featuring Members of
Led Zepagain and of
the Atomic Punks

BOXING!

CORRALES VS CASTILLO

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2005
Product

For Band Booking Info Call (310) 360-9635
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DVD format wars heat up as studio straddles the fence

BY GARY GENTILE

AP Business Writer

LOS ANGELES — The battle to become
the next-generation DVD standard has
escalated, with Paramount Pictures
becoming the first major movie studio to
support both rival formats.

Until Paramount’s announcement, the
six major studios were evenly split
between the Blu-ray technology backed
by Sony Corp. and HD DVD supported by
Toshiba Corp.

Both formats deliver movies in sharp
high-definition and can store more data
than traditional DVDs, which will allow
them to offer interactive features such as
games.

But the formats are incompatible and
will force consumers to choose one over
the other, a potentially costly decision if
one format ultimately wins in the market-
place, the case when VHS defeated
Betamax for home video in the 1980s.

Faced with a choice between two com-
peting formats when discs do appear on
the U.S. market next year, “consumers

will stay away from that. They just will,”
said Ted Schadler, a Forrester Research
analyst.

Decisions by studios to provide content
is considered key to the fate of the emerging
formats. Paramount’s decision, announced
Sunday, tips the balance in favor of the Blu-
ray camp — at least for now.

The Walt Disney Co., Sony’s
Columbia Pictures and Twentieth Century
Fox, which also support Blu-ray, have not
said whether they will also release films in
HD DVD.

Universal Pictures and Warner Bros.
remain in the HD DVD camp.

“Universal has not changed its posi-
tion,” Lea Porteneuve, a studio spokes-
woman, said Monday. “However, we con-
tinue to evaluate all potential opportuni-
ties.”

Warner Bros. did not immediately
return calls seeking comment.

The consortium backing HD DVD,
which includes chip maker Intel Corp. and
software giant Microsoft Corp., said they
did not see the Paramount decision as a
setback.

DEVON MEYERS

PHOTOGRAPHY

Award winning photojournalist.
Specializing in:
Weddings, Family Portraits
and headshots.

Wedding specials
starting at $1,050

Headshot sessions available.
(310) 454-7449. email me:
devoart@netzero.com
devonmeyers.com

“While we are concerned that our
established HD DVD partner has chosen
to make this announcement at this time,
we remain supremely confident in the
superiority of the HD DVD format,” Mark
Knox, adviser to the group that supports
HD DVD, said in a statement.

The Blu-ray camp, which includes
Apple Computer Inc., Hewlett-Packard
Co. and Dell Inc., was quick to trumpet
Paramount’s decision.

“It’s a a pretty clear statement that Blu-
ray has got some major momentum going
on,” said Andy Parsons, senior vice presi-
dent of advanced product development at
Pioneer, a major Blu-ray backer. “From a
consumer’s point of view, if you buy a
Blu-ray player, you’re going to have a
much easier time finding content than
ever before.”

While Paramount still intends to
release its films on HD DVD, the compa-
ny said new information about the cost of
manufacturing Blu-ray discs led it to
reconsider its decision to support only one
format.

Most critical to Paramount’s decision

was the availability of a Blu-ray drive on
the new PlayStation 3 video game con-
sole, which will go on sale early next year.

“We have been intrigued by the broad
support of Blu-ray, especially the key

advantage of including Blu-ray in
PlayStation 3,” said Thomas Lesinski,
president of Paramount Pictures,

Worldwide Home Entertainment.

Toshiba, which had predicted it would
have an HD DVD player ready for this
holiday season, has delayed the launch in
the United States until spring, bringing it
closer to the expected availability of the
PlayStation 3.

Toshiba still plans on selling an HD
DVD player in Japan this year.

Formal talks between the two rival
DVD camps about a possible joint format
have stalled. Paramount’s decision is
unlikely to restart those talks and a format
war, which studios dread, is as likely as
ever, analysts said.

“We think the game’s not over,” said
Richard Doherty, research director for the
Envisioneering Group, a firm of technolo-
gy analysts.
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Be in the middie of it all!

Professional office space available on the Third Street Promenade.

950 square feet of office space conveniently located downtown, a walk away from shops, restaurants and
the beach. Bright office space with high ceilings, natural light, two large private offices and a spacious
reception area. Quiet location with a shared kitchen. New paint and carpet. Parking. Available now.

Call (310) 458-7737 ext. 104
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Feinstein ‘delighted’ court pick is woman, but withholds opinion

BY KIM CURTIS

Associated Press Writer

SAN FRANCISCO — U.S. Sen. Dianne
Feinstein said Monday she’s “delighted”
President Bush’s nominee to the Supreme
Court is a woman and sees no negatives
yet, but acknowledged she knows little
about Harriet Miers’ stance on issues such
as abortion and civil rights.

“Always wait for the hearing. Don’t
come out and say what you think without
due diligence,” Feinstein said outside her
San Francisco home, adding she’s had
some “good conversations” with the
White House counsel.

Under the Sign of

ANTONIONI

ltalian Film Series
Filmmakers In Person

o @tV e‘,\e(\ of
(\“  office

The Lloyd E. Rigler Theatre at
THE EGYPTIAN
6712 Hollywood Blvd, Hollywood

i

HOLG!ME
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ﬁlmltalla

Classic & Contemporary

italianfi meommission

promotional atfice for the audiovisual industry
A DIVISION OF THE ITAL.AN TRADE COMMISSION

Feinstein said she doesn’t know Miers
personally and has only talked with her
only in Miers’ capacity as the president’s
lawyer.

“I see no negatives at this stage,” she
said. “What her values are and where she
will stand on this court remains to be
seen.”

Feinstein, a Democrat, is the only
woman on the 18-member Judiciary
Committee that will hold hearings on
Miers’ nomination. She’s also a political
centrist who sometimes sides with com-
mittee Republicans.

However, Feinstein was one of five
Judiciary Committee Democrats to vote

Cinecitta’ Holding, the Italian Film Commission and the

American Cinematheque Present...

CINEMA
ITALIAN STYLE

NEW FILMS FROM ITALY
OCTOBER 6-16

www.cinemaitalianstyle.org

American Cinematheque at

The Max Palevsky Theatre at
THE AERO
1328 Montana Ave, Santa Monica

AMERIC AN
CINEMATHEOUE

323.466.FILM | www.americancinematheque.com

sponsored by

DAMIANI

012
=

Bulgari, Elio Fiorucci, Missoni, Solavie, Pasta Factory

Each admission automatically enters you in
a drawing to win a 2005 Vespa!

against the nomination of John Roberts to
be chief justice. She said he hadn’t made
clear his commitment to equal protection
rights and the right to privacy, the legal
concept that underpins the Roe v. Wade
decision that legalized abortion.

Feinstein has said repeatedly it would
be difficult for her to support a Supreme
Court nominee she thought would vote to
overturn abortion rights. She often talks
about the damage done by illegal abor-
tions before the procedure was legalized
by the court’s decision in 1973, and says
she doesn’t want to go back to those days.

“I’d like the Supreme Court obviously
to reflect those values,” she said.

Miers, a lawyer who has never been a

judge, would replace Sandra Day
O’Connor and help reshape the nation’s
judiciary.

“I’'m delighted in the fact that she’s a
woman,” Feinstein said of Miers.
“(O’Connor) leaves behind big shoes.”

Feinstein said Miers will be under a lot
of scrutiny by the Judiciary Committee,
but acknowledged she was unlikely to get
direct answers to where she stands on
issues, but rather a sense of her “values in
the big human questions.”

“It’s going to be very interesting to see
how this process shakes out,” Feinstein
said.
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Metro Orange Line Opens Oct. 29

Come celebrate the openimg of the Valley’s new short
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UCLA Discounting Metro Passes

Students ancd stafl at UCLA are getting help with the
cost of gas,
semester — the schoal ks paving half the cost of a Metro
ass for the semester
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WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2005

Puhlie Open Houges

Full service. Big savings.
The experts next door..-

Help-U-Sell Westside Properties Presents

629 ldaho Ave #1, Santa Monica, 90403

$429,000
Open Sun 2-5pm

Wow - 1 block south of Montana and 6 blocks to

the beach for only $429k! Adorable and roomy 1
bedroom w/hardwood floors; smooth ceilings; hewer

kitchen appliances, tile counters, white/glass
cabinets; large bright windows; covered parking and
low HOA. Building to be refaced and lush courtyard
remodeled at no cost to buyer!

2002 4th St. #212, Santa Monica, 90405

$499,000
Open Sun 2-5pm

Fabulous Ocean Park location...close to trendy Main
Street shopping and dining. Extremely light and bright
one bedroom w/maple hardwood floors. Low HOA
dues include year-round heated pool, covered
parking and earthquake insurance. Hard to resist!

11920 Goshen Ave #202, Los Angeles... 2BA,2.5BA,1,244sq.f( A)
1632 Camden Ave. #302, Los Angeles...2BD,1.75BA, 1,122sq.11.(A)....$549,000....
2767 Woodwardia Dr. Bel Air.

Open Sun 2-5pm
Open Sun 2-5pm
Open Sun 2-5pm
Open Sun 2-5pm
....Call For Information
....Call For Information
1741 Colby Ave, #301 Los Angeles
1511 16th St. #204 , Santa Monica.
1307 Ashland Ave, Santa Monica

Keep muore casfi
when vou close escrow,
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REDONDO BEACH DRIVE -THRU
5.76% CAP RATE, GREAT ABSENTEE
OWNER BUSINESS

La Caffita Drive Thru Coffee House has been in business 9 years and is
said to net $6,000 per month with an absentee owner. Blocks from the
beach, this is a great property and a great business.

Asking Price: $1,250,000

Please let me know how I can help you further.

SAMROAY J0j0r)
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Jodi Summers * Boardwalk Realty
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Q3 produces some
real estate surprises

DAYS ON
THE MARKET

BY JODI SUMMERS

As we wrap up the third quarter of
2005, the Santa Monica real estate market
remains in a strong position. Fewer prop-
erties are selling for increasingly higher
prices, and there are more properties to
choose from. Around Los Angeles, life is
still rosy, with annual appreciation pre-
dicted to come in at close to 17 percent.

The scenario is even rosier for the
Golden State, even in comparison to the
rest of the world.

Let’s start off with our home turf. In
Santa Monica, according to the Multiple
Listing Service, 225 single-family homes
sold between Jan. 1 and Sept. 30, with
about 60 percent of the properties on the
market selling each month.

Sales prices are currently averaging
$1.59 million. Volume is slowing. Last
year, 258 homes were sold during the
same period — when 70 percent of the
volume was moving at a median sale price
of $1.425 million. Take note, there were
300 single-family homes sold in the first
three quarters of 2003 at a median sale
price of $1 million. Volume moved was
around 72 percent of available homes.

In the condo market, the MLS reports
that 461 condos sold between Jan. 1 and
Sept. 30. Condo sales prices are currently
averaging $680,750. Again volume is
down. During the same period in 2004,
517 units changed hands — at a median
sale price of $626,500 — 86 percent of
available units sold. The rush was on in
2003 with 566 condos — a juicy 97 per-
cent of the market — sold at a median
price of $460,500.

“Inventory levels in recent months
were nearly double that of a year ago,”
said Leslie Appleton-Young, California
Association of Realtors vice president and
chief economist. “This has contributed to
the increased pace of home sales in the
presence of continued strong demand for
housing in California.”

In the Southland, the median number of
days it took to sell a single-family home
was 29 days in August 2005, compared
with 26 days for the same period a year
ago, according to DataQuick information
services.

Another interesting statistic on single
family homes in Santa Monica comes
from Coldwell Banker, whose research
revealed that the top 10 most expensive
markets overall in 2005 are: Lalolla,
Calif.; Santa Monica, Calif.; Beverly
Hills, Calif.; Santa Barbara, Calif.; Palo
Alto, Calif.; Newport Beach, Calif.; San
Mateo, Calif.; San Francisco, Calif.; San
Jose, Calif.; and Greenwich, Conn.

In August, statewide, the median price
of an existing home in California in
August increased 20.1 percent to a record
$568,890; sales increased 7 percent report-
ed the California Association of Realtors.

The median for resale houses was
$501,000, passing the $500,000 mark for
the first time. The median for resale con-
dos was $403,000, passing the $400,000
mark for the first time.

“This was the second strongest August
sales figure on record dating back to 1979,
surpassed only by August 2003,” said
C.A.R. President Jim Hamilton.

C.A.R. notes that mortgage rates are
moving steadily toward 6 percent, and the
10-year T-note is marching toward 4.3
percent. Adjustable mortgage interest
rates averaged in the vicinity of 4.25 per-
cent, compared with 4.1 percent a year
ago.

“While fixed mortgage interest rates
have not increased, adjustable rates have
risen in reaction to the Federal Reserve
and a more general increase in short-term
rates,” said Hamilton. “Since more buyers
are relying on adjustable-rate mortgages
to finance the purchase of their homes,
buyers may be moving more quickly to
make the home purchase decision in antic-
ipation of future rate increases.”

The housing affordability index has
dropped to 16 percent. The minimum
household income needed to purchase a
median-priced home at $568,890 in
California is in the vicinity $127,870,
based on an average effective mortgage
interest rate of 5.71 percent and assuming
a 20 percent down payment. This income
figure was up from $111,420 in June
2004, when the median price of a home
was $468,050 and the prevailing interest
rate was 6.01 percent.

DataQuick reports that indicators of
market distress are still largely absent.
Foreclosure activity has bottomed out, but
is still low. Down payment sizes are sta-
ble, as are flipping rates and non-owner
occupied buying activity. Across
Southern California, prices have risen
around 15 percent from a year ago.

Analysts cite two significant factors
contributing to continued strong sales.
One is the prevalence of “innovative”
mortgage products and lower-than-
expected interest rates. Secondly, more
European dollars, especially from France
and The Netherlands, have been dumped
into United States Treasury securities,
supporting lower long-term home mort-
gages rates.

While we bask in our housing boom,
keep in mind that the United States
ranks sixth on the list of the highest
house-price  increases  worldwide.
ResearchWorldwide.com, which monitors
23 nations, reported that home prices
jumped about 23.3 percent in South Africa
from June 2004 to June 2005, while leap-
ing 21.4 percent in Hong Kong. The
United States was sixth on the list, with
home prices up 14.7 percent from June
2004 to June 2005.

(Jodi Summers is director of the invest-
ment division at Boardwalk Realty Santa
Monica. Contact her at jodis@board-
walkrealty.com, or call 310-309-4219.
Visit her Web site at www.santamonica-
landmarks.com.)

INTERESTED IN YOUR DAILY FORECAST?

CHECK OUT THE HOROSCOPES ON PAGE 2!
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310.393.8491

FirstChoiceRealty CA.com
“Qver 25 years of bringing people home”
OUR UNIQUE FINANCING REFLECTSTHE EVER CHANGING MARKET!

List & Lock:

We LOCK in a low rate for the buyer of your home, free of charge, for up to 6 months.
Buyers never worry about rates going up for YOUR HOME.

ShO% & Lock:
We LOCK in a low rate, free of charge, for the purchase of your new home for up to 6

months. Shop without worry about missing today’s low interest rates.

ASK OUR AGENTS ABOUT OUR LIFETIME FREE CONCIERGE SERVICE FOR ALL OF OUR CLIENTS.

124 Park Place, Venice

¢ 3 units + storage or art studio
space in well maintained 1922
craftsman on beautiful North
Venice beach walk street.
Looks like a single-family res-
idence. Easily convert to sin-
gle family home or keep as
rental and home. Building has
newer roof and copper plumb-
ing throughout. Studio space
is currently vacant. Owner
will carry 1st with 25% down.
1| Owner is agent.

$1,099,000

Jack Susser 310/393-8491 x4#

=29 Windsor, Hancock Park

Bright and spacious 2 bedroom 2-bath apartment available for lease. Please call for details.
$1,800 Month

Karen Acoca 310/393-8491 x23 or 310/261-4089

ERA IS A PROUD SPONSOR OF THE MUSCULAR DISTROPHY ASSOCIATION.
A PORTION OF EACH SALE WILL BE CONTRIBUTED TO MDA FOR EVERY HOME SOLD.

“We sell it or we buy it”

www.matillarealty.com

225 Culver Blvd. Playa del Rey CA 90293
(310) 305-8000 office (310) 306-6177 fax
steven.matilla@era.com
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N
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MATILLA REALTY

Steve Matilla
Owner/Broker

Great Investment Property in Santa Monica

Clean seven unit residential income property in prime Santa
Monica area. Annual income is $132,000. 6 units are at mar-
ket rents. Well maintained large apartments, with some
¥ recently rehabed. Copper plumbing throughout, new sewer.
Ideal location, north of Ocean Park, east of Cloverfield, close
to shops, restaurants, commercial centers, easy freeway
access, located blocks from Santa Monica City College.

2645 28th St. , Santa Monica

Offered at- $2 600,000

Call 310 305-8000 x101 - STEVE MATILLA

Vacant lot in Playa del Rey

You now have a vacant lot on one of the best streets in
Playa del Rey. Plans are pending. Plans can be reviewed
at ERA Matilla Realty’s office. Plans call for a contempo-
rary/architectural design for a new four-bedroom, four
bath home of 4,000 square feet. Height limit is 36 feet
from curb and this home will provide ocean-side views
upon completion. Lot is not in Coastal Commission juris-
diction as per owner. This is a rare opportunity. Hurry!.

Just Reduced: $985,000

Call 310 305-8000 x101 - STEVE MATILLA

8317 Delgany Avenue

] - -
. Discover Opportunity...
" Just two hours away, Downtown San Diego is booming.
’ Minutes to dozens of world class golf courses, parks and the historic Gaslamp
4 District...and the best ocean views in Southern California!l
[
[
[
[
[
2 bed 2 bath + den 1,680 sqrft ocean views! ...... $750,000
4 2 bed 2 bath 1,221 sqft Ocean Viewsl!!............... $550,000
2 bed 2 bath 1,700 sqft Prime water view location.......... $1,265,000
_j. 2 bed 2 bath + den Penthouse level. Water Views!!! .......... $1,425,000
[
®
> .
» \» Prudential chris warren
, - . (619) 818-1666
- California Realty
[

warren@prusd.com ¢ www.sandiegohomesdowntown.com
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Auction pits local housing needs against feds

BY REBECCA BOONE

Associated Press Writer

BOISE, Idaho — Affordable housing is scarce in the
tony Sun Valley resort area, so when the federal govern-
ment ordered some convicted drug dealers to forfeit three
apartment complexes, local officials eyed the property
eagerly.

But the Internal Revenue Service isn’t going along
with local plans. The buildings were set to be auctioned
Tuesday to the highest bidder.

Sun Valley Mayor Jon Thorson has sent a letter —
signed by state Rep. Wendy Jaquet and other leaders —
asking the IRS and U.S. Attorney Tom Moss to delay the
auction for 45 days to give local governments either
enough time to come up with a competitive bid or to find
another way to get the property.

“Affordable housing is critical for the school district,
critical for the hospital, critical for every service business
in our area,” Thorson said. “This represents an opportu-
nity to get land in the center of Ketchum to be redevel-
oped for workforce housing.”

That request came awfully late, said Jean McNeil,
spokeswoman for the U.S. attorney’s office. The proper-
ty was seized several years ago in a drug case against
Patrick O’Malley Cannon of Ketchum and David Stanley
Brocklebank of Hailey, and was officially forfeited in
February 2004 when they were sentenced to 40 months in
prison for money laundering and conspiring to smuggle
and distribute drugs.

“This property was seized a very long time ago. It’s
always been known that we would auction it,” McNeil
said. “As far as I know, we first heard of the request to
stop the auction last week.”

Even if his office had gotten the request earlier, it’s
unlikely anything could have been done, U.S. Assistant
Attorney Tony Hall said. He can’t find any statutory
basis allowing him to deal directly with local government
to set the property aside for public housing.

Moving Overseas?

Call for free survey at your residence w/local
representative.

Reliable and On-time service
Competitive Rates

We ship cars too!

Rinkens International

Toll Free (888) 886-6683 www.rinkens.com

%l Kl % v Reaflpllirsa - LA

11-800-931-6436 xs99

4079-B REDWOOD AVE.
LOS ANGELES, CA

Email: info@team24-Trealty.com
Web: www.team24-Trealty.com

=
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Fred Nabati Glen Michaelsen

NEW LISTING!
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3212 Maplewood Ave

IN ESCROW

|
$949,000

Beautiful Mar-Vista Hill location w/ unobstruct-
ed ocean views & a 2nd story addition!
Hardwood floors, large yard & lot. Quiet family
St. Do Not miss this Great Opportunity! Please
don't disturb tenants. Open Sunday 2-5p.m.

2925 Military Avenue - 3+2  $839,000

Great Westside Village Mar-Vista loc. w/ beautiful
upgrades of Maple & Brazilian Hrdwd Flrs, Remodeled
Kitchen, LRG Lvng- Rm, Newly Landscaped LRG-Yard w/
beautiful water fountain & fruit trees. Sun Room or office
(could be 4th Bedroom). Updated Home! Must see! MOTI-
VATED & easy to show.

3624 Maplewood Avenue $799,000 2+1

1021 Michigan Avenue $1,800,500
Income property and single family residence. Santa Monica
SFHMon 11th st (2+1) & 6 units (all Sngls) on Michigan. 2
props. great for owner/user or investor opport. Live in the
main house & collect rent$$ Drive by Only! Do Not Disturb
Tenant! Motivated-present all offers.

Beautiful Mar-Vista home in sought after neigh-
borhood in move in condition. Pride of
Ownership! Private tranquil backyard that is
beautifully landscaped with fruit trees! VERY

MOTIVATED! A must see....don't miss out!

“I’ve been making other phone calls to other districts
and attorneys and I haven’t found a similar situation that
we could analyze,” Hall said. “Certainly we’re sympa-
thetic to the situation, but in two weeks it’s not fair to us,
not fair to the bidders and not fair to anybody to try to
derail something that everyone’s put so much effort
nto.”

Blaine County has only 563 affordable housing units,
said Rebekah Helzel, the founder of Advocates for Real
Community Housing, or ARCH. The most recent hous-
ing study suggests that an additional 1,200 housing units
are needed, and that number grows every day, Helzel
said.

Many of the region’s affordable housing units get
bought, torn down and replaced with high-end condos and
extravagant homes, she said, because the land underneath
the building is more valuable than the structure itself.

“We’ve actually lost more units than we’ve gained in
the last three years,” Helzel said. “We’re going to fall fur-
ther and further behind until we have some systemic solu-
tions, like housing impact fees and real estate transfer
taxes.”

It’s difficult to estimate the average cost of housing in
Idaho, because state law does not require owners or sell-
ers to disclose their property purchase price, Helzel said.
With about two-thirds of Blaine County residents report-
ing, the average home there costs about $415,000.

Thorson puts the estimate much higher. He believes
that the average person would have to make more than
$400,000 a year to buy a home today in Sun Valley, at a
cost of about $1.2 million.

Though the auction won’t be stopped, Helzel will be
bidding on the properties on behalf of ARCH, with the
backing of the Blaine-Ketchum Housing Authority. If she
wins, the land will be used for affordable housing.

But she likely faces some deep-pocketed competition.
Anthony Pounders with EG&G Tech Services, the private
contractor handling the auction, said he has had calls from
about 50 interested bidders and expects at least 20 bids.

Hall with the U.S. attorney’s office has also had
dozens of inquiries about the property.

The local governments can’t bid on the property with-
out holding public meetings and voting on the matter,
Thorson said.

Study: More Hispanics operate
farms after years of working fields

BY LAURA WIDES

Associated Press Writer

LOS ANGELES — Henry Vega’s father emigrated from
Mexico during World War II to harvest sugar beets.
Today, Vega runs the family’s 65-acre lemon orchard,
manages other land and serves as president of the Farm
Bureau of Ventura County.

He’s among the increasing number of Hispanic farm-
ers in the country.

Between 1997 and 2002, Hispanic-run farms jumped
by more than 50 percent, from 33,000 to 51,000, accord-
ing to the U.S. Department of Agriculture.

“My father, he did everything from picking, being a
foreman and supervisor, and then eventually buying a
ranch,” Vega said. “It seems like that’s often the way it
works for the farmworkers.”

Hispanics still represent only a small percentage of U.S.
farmers, owning just over 2 percent of all farms. But that num-
ber could grow as workers try to expand their opportunities.

The evolution from farmworker to farm operator is
occurring as farmers in general find it increasingly tough
to eke out a living.

Many white families are leaving the industry and sell-
ing their ranches to workers rather than passing them on
to sons or daughters who prefer working 9-to-5 rather
than dawn-to-dusk.

“The main factor is that farming is such a precarious
operation. A lot of American-born people are just not
willing to take on the risk,” said Ron Strochlic, interim
executive director of the Institute for Rural Studies.

Hispanic farmers are spread across the country, with
the largest concentrations in Texas, California, New

Mexico, Florida and Colorado. They are likely to run
small farms, with nearly 50 percent managing operations
of less than 50 acres.

Those with small farms often find niche markets for
their produce, including farmers markets or small retail-
ers. But it’s not easy to find buyers on a small scale, and
it remains to be seen how many of the farmers will sur-
vive in the long run, Strochlic said.

“You have to be a savvy marketer,” he said.

In Monterey County, the nonprofit Agriculture &
Land Based Training Association is helping small farm-
ers, most of whom are Hispanic, find their niche and get
the farming and management skills needed to stay in
business.

Association spokesman Gary Peterson said people
who farm smaller areas can make a living if they find the
right market. For example, organic crops can go for about
$16,000 an acre, meaning a 10-acre farm could bring in a
net profit of about $40,000 or more a year, he said.

The group offers training, mostly in Spanish, to farm-
workers and others who want to work their own or rent-
ed land and also leases 160 acres to beginning farmers.

Its organic distribution label has contracts with Stanford
University, the University of California, Santa Cruz, and
Dominican Hospital in Santa Cruz, among others.

Like other farmers, Hispanic growers struggle to com-
pete with cheap imports. And for many workers, owning
land remains a distant dream.

Florentino Collaso, 42, of Salinas came to the United States
in 1986 as a farmworker. He now teaches at the agriculture
association and is still saving to buy his own plot of land.

He already knows what he would plant: beets, cilantro,
tomatoes, lettuce, radicchio and squash.

“But the land 1is so

YOUR choice of doctors & hospitals
Flexible Programs

Vision/Life Insurance Option*®

No Pre-Certification Required

Custom Tailor Your Plan

24 Hour Worldwide Coverage™*

outside the U.S. and Canada. MW/COMB291 Exp. 12/06

HEALTH INSURANCE

AT AFFORDABLE RATES
NOW AVAILABLE FOR INDIVIDUALS & FAMILIES

Alliance for Affordable Services offers access to many professional and lifestyle benefits for entrepreneurial families.

YOU CANNOT BE SINGLED OUT FOR A RATE INCREASE OR CANCELLATION

For a no obligation consultation, please call: 487 7598
[310] -

Assaciation group insurance products are underwritten by Mid-West National Life Insurance Company of Tennessee,
Home Office: Oklahoma City, OK. *These benefits require additional premium. **Limited to the first 30 days of travel

expensive,” he said.

Vega believes it was
easier for his father to buy
land years ago.

“You can do it, but it’s a
lot harder today,” he said.

One reason is competi-
tion from housing develop-
ers for open space. It does-
n’t help “when developers
are waving $100,000 per
acre in farmers’ faces,”
Vega said.

Vega faces the same
uncertainty about the future
as thousands of other farm-
ers across the country: Who
will take over his farm?

His sons aren’t interest-
ed, and he said farming
involves too much hard
work to force it on anyone.

Roberto Medina
Field Service Representative
310-487-7598
Lic. #0E84804
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Fort Clatsop burns; police search for truck leaving scene

BY JOSEPH B. FRAZIER

Associated Press Writer

WARRENTON, Ore. — A replica of the
compound in Oregon where the Lewis and
Clark expedition spent the soggy winter of
1805-1806 after reaching the Pacific has
been was destroyed by fire, officials said
Tuesday.

Volunteer firefighters worked for hours
Monday night to try to save Fort Clatsop
at the Lewis and Clark National Historic
Park. But “half of the fort was burned up,
and the other half is essentially a loss,”
said park Superintendent Chip Jenkins.

The site is being treated as a crime
scene, he said. Investigators said Tuesday
afternoon that they were looking for a
pickup truck seen leaving the area as fire-
fighters arrived.

Oregon State Police joined the federal
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms
and Explosives with dogs trained to sniff
out the presence of any flammable liquids,
said Ron Tyson, who heads a volunteer
search and rescue team.

The fire happened just 40 days before a
Lewis and Clark Bicentennial event was
scheduled to be held at the fort, the culmi-
nation of a two-year, national celebration
of the explorers’ journey to the West.

“We will rebuild,” Jenkins said. “The

Lewis and Clark Bicentennial events will
go on through the winter.”

He said he did not know when it would
be rebuilt. But fliers soliciting funds for
the project were circulating only a few
hours after the fire was out.

The fort is not essential for bicentenni-
al events scheduled for Nov. 11-14, said
Cyndi Mudge, one of the organizers.
There are Lewis and Clark sites scattered
across the area, and events will still be
held there as previously scheduled.

There was no electricity or natural gas
source in the fort, Jenkins said. But during
the day, fires sometimes burn in fireplaces
inside some of the fort’s quarters to recre-
ate the ambiance of the time that Lewis
and Clark spent in the fort.

Jenkins said some fireplaces were
burning “for a couple of hours” on
Monday, but that it wasn’t clear whether
those controlled fires were related to the
blaze.

Ron Tyson, chief of the Olney-
Walluski Volunteer Fire and Rescue, said
the fire was phoned in by a passing
motorist. The fort was well involved when
Tyson got there about 15 minutes later, he
said.

Fort Clatsop is the centerpiece of the
Lewis and Clark National Historical Park,
which is among the newest of the nation’s

Investigators said Tuesday afternoon
that they were looking for a pickup truck seen
leaving the area as firefighters arrived.

388 national parks and the second one in
Oregon. The park is made up of several
sites in Oregon and Washington tied to the
westward end of the Lewis and Clark
expedition of 1804-1806.

The park covers 10,000 acres, including a
six-mile trail under construction that traces
the route the explorers used to get from Fort
Clatsop, south of Astoria, to the sea.

The 50-by-50-foot fort was built by the
local community in 1955 to mark the
sesquicentennial of the Lewis and Clark
expedition. It was erected near the site
where experts believe the original stood.
The exact site of the original remains
unknown despite several efforts by scien-
tists of various disciplines to find it.

Jenkins said scholarship has advanced
in the 50 years since the replica was built
and that could lead to a more authentic
fort going up on the site.

“We will look to the current state of knowl-
edge and take advantage of that,” he said.

Fort Clatsop contained a replica of the
explorers’ winter quarters, based on draw-
ings and descriptions in the journals of
William Clark and Meriwether Lewis.
There were regular demonstrations of
weaponry and of skills the explorers relied
on, such as tanning elk hides and making
clothing.

“It was a memorial to Lewis and Clark
but it was also a teaching tool,” Jenkins
said. “It was a well-built, lovingly-crafted
tool. We will build a new tool.”

A group of 41 people following the
Lewis and Clark trail arrived at the fort
hoping to see the structure Tuesday.

“We didn’t get to see it, and I won’t get
to see it,” said Bill Watson, a retired state
trooper from Oaklawn, Ill. “We were
looking forward to see it, today was the
day. We can’t get over it.”

Watson was on a tour that began in St.
Charles, Mo., 18 days ago, and was to cul-
minate at the fort.
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Italian Film Series

Filmmakers In Person
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Republicans, Democrats alike contlicted over Miers

BY JESSE J. HOLLAND

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — One of the Senate’s senior conserva-
tives, Republican Orrin Hatch, offered unconditional
support Tuesday to Supreme Court nominee Harriet
Miers amid expressions of anxiety in some Republican
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COMPUTER
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Home or Business
Any Computer Problem
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(800) 231-5164

16 Years of Service to Southern California

quarters over her legal philosophy.

The Utah Republican took on criticism that Miers has
no experience as a judge and a largely unknown track
record.

“A lot of my fellow conservatives are concerned, but
they don’t know her as I do,” said Hatch, a former
Judiciary Committee chairman. “She’s going to basically
do what the president thinks she should, and that is be a
strict constructionist.”

Hatch said he already has decided to support her con-
firmation. “I don’t need any more. I know her really well.
And I intend to support her,” he told reporters.

President Bush, at a news conference in the White
House’s Rose Garden, asked the Senate to confirm Miers
by Thanksgiving and urged Democrats to give her a
chance to explain her views of the law and the
Constitution.

He worried aloud that issues could surface, noting that
half of the Democratic members of the Senate had voted
against John Roberts, his choice to succeed William H.
Rehnquist as chief justice of the United States. Miers,
who was meeting Tuesday with Finance Committee
Chairman Charles Grassley, R-lowa., and Judiciary
Committee member Jeff Sessions, R-Ala., was nominat-
ed to replace retiring Justice Sandra Day O’Connor.

“I know her. I know her heart. Remember, she was
part of the search committee that picked John Roberts,”
said Bush, who used his Rose Garden news conference to
reiterate his credentials as a conservative.

Bush has known Miers for more than 10 years, first as
his personal lawyer and most recently as a White House
counsel. “When it’s all said and done, the American peo-
ple are going to know what I know: This woman deserves
to be on the bench. And she’ll bring credit to the bench
and to the law,” he said.

Facing criticism from conservatives who were disap-
pointed over his father’s choice of Justice David Souter,
who has become one of the most liberal members of the
court, Bush insisted that Miers was a strict construction-
ist and a conservative and would stay that way. “She isn’t
going to change over the course of time,” Bush said.

“I have said in the past that I would like a nominee
with a proven track record on important issues to all
Americans and whose judicial philosophy is well-
formed,” said Sen. Sam Brownback, R-Kan., one of
Congress’ most fervent anti-abortion lawmakers. “I am
not yet confident that Ms. Miers has a proven track
record.”

The conservative National Review, in a Monday edito-
rial, called the Miers nomination a “missed opportunity.”

“Being a Bush loyalist and friend is not a qualification

201 Wilshire Bivd. 310.451.4477

“She shares President Bush’s
judicial outlook and that is that
justices shouldn’t be creating law
from the bench, they should
strictly interpret the Constitution.”

DAN BARTLETT
White House counselor

for the Supreme Court. She may have been the best pick
from within Bush’s inner circle,” the magazine said. “It
seems impossible to maintain that she was the best pick
from any larger field. It seems highly unlikely that she
will be the kind of justice who, in combination with
Roberts, Scalia, and Thomas, will attract additional votes
by the sheer force of her arguments.”

In a round of television interviews Tuesday, White
House counselor Dan Bartlett sought to reassure conser-
vatives who have expressed concern that Miers might not
be conservative enough for their tastes because she had
no strong record on hot-button issues like abortion and
gay rights.

“She shares President Bush’s judicial outlook and that
is that justices shouldn’t be creating law from the bench,
they should strictly interpret the Constitution,” Bartlett
said on CBS’ “The Early Show.”

Bartlett said that Bush had not asked Miers her views
on issues like abortion or gay rights. “President Bush
thinks it’s very important not to impose a litmus test on
judicial candidates,” Bartlett said on NBC’s “Today”
show.

Tony Perkins of the Family Research Council said
conservatives put great weight in Bush’s judgment but
they would have preferred a nominee with a documented
conservative track record. The president’s recommenda-
tion “gives us some level of comfort but that has to be
combined with some evidence,” he told MSNBC. Perkins
did not take a position on the nomination and said he will
be looking for clues to her judicial philosophy during the
confirmation hearings.

With Miers’ selection, Bush was looking to satisfy
conservatives who helped confirm Chief Justice John
Roberts without inflaming Democrats who repeatedly
warned against the selection of an extreme conservative
to succeed Justice Sandra Day O’Connor, who has voted
to uphold abortion rights and preserve affirmative action.

Turn Your Closet into Cash!
L.As hottest resale store!

Great Labels
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WANTED:

LOUIS VUITTON
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HERMES
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JUDITH LEIBER
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DOLCE & GABBANA

1126 Wilshire Blvd., Na Santa Monica

(310) 451-2277

www.greatlabels.com
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INTERNATIONAL

U.S. military launches another offensive in Iraq

BY ANTONIO CASTANEDA

Associated Press Writer

HAQLANIYAH, Irag — Some 2,500 U.S. troops along
with Iraqi forces launched their second major offensive in
western Iraq in a week Tuesday, sweeping into three
towns to take them back from insurgents who had killed
Marines there last month.

The U.S. military announced its first casualties of the
offensives, with four troops killed by roadside bombs
during the fighting and a fifth elsewhere.

The assaults in western Iraq aim to put down al-Qaida
in Iraq and other Sunni-led insurgent groups that have
waged a campaign of violence aimed at wrecking a cru-
cial Oct. 15 national vote on a new constitution. The
United States has hoped the new charter would bring
together the country’s fractious communities, but Sunnis
sharply oppose it.

Sunni Arab moderates threatened Tuesday to boycott
the voting after the Shiite-led parliament passed new
rules over the weekend that make it effectively impossi-
ble for Sunnis to defeat the charter at the ballot box.

The new rules deepened alienation over the political
process among Sunnis, who had decided to participate in
the referendum but to vote no. A boycott would under-
mine the referendum’s legitimacy and strike a blow to
hopes that political progress would weaken Sunni sup-
port for the insurgency.

“Boycotting the referendum is a possible option ...
because we believe that participating in the voting might
be a useless act,” said Saleh al-Mutlaq, a leading Sunni
politician.

The United Nations also expressed concern about the
new electoral rules, saying they don’t meet international
standards. U.N. officials have been meeting with Iraqi
authorities and are confident that Iraq will ultimately
agree to sound electoral rules, spokesman Stephane
Dujarric said.

“Ultimately, this will be a sovereign decision by the
Iraqis and it’s up to the Iraqi National Assembly to decide
on the appropriate electoral framework,” Dujarric said.
“That being said, it is our duty in our role in Iraq to point
out when the process does not meet international stan-
dards.”

In Baghdad, a suicide attacker set off a car bomb at the
main entrance to the heavily fortified Green Zone, a dis-
trict of Iraqi government buildings and the U.S. and
British Embassies. The powerful blast killed two police-
men.

The attack came on the first day of Ramadan, the holy
Islamic month of fasting. Al-Qaida in Iraq called on its
followers to step up attacks against U.S. and Iraqi forces
and make it a “month of victory for Muslims and a month
of defeat for the hypocrites and polytheists.”

Previous Ramadans since the invasion and occupation
of Iraq two years ago saw a spike in violence in Iraq.

Al-Qaida in Iraq urged Sunnis to boycott the referen-
dum, saying U.S. authorities would fix the vote. “You
know very well that the Americans are going to supervise
collecting the voting boxes and counting the votes,” it
said.

The military launched its latest offensive in a cluster
of cities in the Euphrates River valley about 140 miles
northwest of Baghdad. Code-named “River Gate,” it was
the largest U.S. offensive in the troubled Anbar region of
western Iraq this year, the military said. It also included
hundreds of Iraqi troops, the largest such contingent of

FULL SERVICE GRAPHIC DESIGN STUDIO
Print Design, Web Design, Printing

any of the offensives this year.

Airstrikes by U.S. warplanes and dozens of helicopters
set off explosions that lit up Haqglaniyah, Parwana and
Haditha before dawn Tuesday. Barrages of gunfire also
were seen in the night sky. Large sections of
Haglaniyah’s power were knocked out.

Some of the strikes took out bridges across the
Euphrates in the area to prevent militants from escaping
over them into the desert, said Lt. Col. Christopher
Starling, the operations officer in Regimental Combat
Team 2, which is leading the offensive.

Dozens of roadside bombs were encountered on the
main arteries into the towns as U.S. troops moved in,
Marine commanders said. Later in the day, U.S. snipers
took positions on rooftops in Haglaniyah as troops blared
warnings on loudspeakers ordering residents to stay
inside their homes, witnesses said. The military
launched a similar offensive on Saturday, 93 miles upriv-
er, by the Syrian border. Operation “Iron Fist,” which
continued Tuesday, concentrated in the towns of Sadah,
Karabilah and Rumana, aiming to uproot al-Qaida in Iraq
insurgents who receive reinforcements and supplies from
Syria. At least 57 militants have been killed in that oper-
ation.

The military said a Marine was killed Monday by a
roadside bomb in Karabilah, the first U.S. death in
Operation Iron Fist. In the hours before Operation River
Gate began, a roadside bomb hit U.S. troops in
Haglaniyah on Monday, killing three, the military said.

A soldier was shot Monday morning near Tagaddum,
a town close to the city of Fallujah, also in Anbar but
away from the two offensives, the military said.

The killings raised to at least 1,941 the number of U.S.
military members who have died since the beginning of
the war in 2003, according to an Associated Press count.

The towns of Haqlaniyah, Parwana and Haditha, with
a combined population of 100,000, have no Iraqi police
or troops based in them, leaving their streets open to rov-
ing insurgent groups.

On Aug. 1, an ambush by insurgents in Haditha killed
six U.S. Marine snipers, and a large roadside bomb on the
outskirts of the city on Aug. 3 killed 14 Marines and an
Iraqi interpreter.

Last spring, Haditha General Hospital, the region’s
largest, was heavily damaged by a suicide car bomb that
set fire to the building, and insurgents used staff and
patients as human shields during fighting with Marines
that followed.

The U.S. military has said that Iraq’s most wanted ter-
rorist, Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, the head of Al-Qaida in
Iraq, once had a home in Haditha.

Earlier this year, hundreds of U.S. forces conducted
individual sweeps in the three towns.

The newest operation is “step forward to eliminating
insurgents and giving the country back to the Iraqi peo-
ple,” said Col. Stephen W. Davis, who added it would
help residents in the Haditha area freely vote in the con-
stitutional referendum.

On Monday, the United Nations announced in New
York that it is distributing millions of copies of the draft
constitution in this country ahead of the referendum. But
residents in Baghdad and several other provinces told the
AP on Tuesday that they have not received the document
or seen it being handed out in their areas.

Under referendum rules, the constitution is defeated if
two-thirds of voters in any 13 of Iraq’s 18 provinces vote
“no.” Leaders of the country’s Sunni Arab minority were
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hoping to use that to knock down a draft charter they say
will tear Iraq into Shiite, Kurdish and Sunni fragments,
leaving the Sunnis the weakest.

The Shiite-led parliament ruled Sunday that two-thirds
of registered voters must vote “no.”
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CRIMINAL DEFENSE

The Law Offices of Clifford C. Nichols

A Law Firm Dedicated To Defending Those
Charged With CRIMES

All Felonies and Misdemeanors
Juveniles and Adults

Offices Currently Located in the Searise Tower at
233 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 400
Santa Monica California
(Directly Across from The Promenade)

For An Appointment Call: (310) 917-1083

In The Case Of An Emergency, 1o Speak With An Attormey
Immediately Call Our 24 Hour Hotline: (310) 9099024

www.cliffnicholslaw.com




Page 16 0 Wednesday, October 5, 2005 0 Santa Monica Daily Press

o COMICS

The Disetle Set v suwon NaturalSelection® CROSSWORD  [AS|TATMELIAISER
By Russ Wallace SILIUVIRIP g AIRIEINIA
I _ —— By THOMAS JOSEPH FlO[R[M|[L|E|T|[T[E[R]S
WWY E . s ' AC(I?OSS 45 Play to g FE> IEQ )T< E . i é E
OKAY, YOUV I g 1 Casino a
E\OJETDI-\P}'LE"%\NTS, %&3 ﬁ%&ﬁ&ﬁ% g game Py S|E|V|E|RA|WIE|D
A BABES OR < Warren DOWN E(TIA|T|S
S\\)FFY\(t\\osE.‘éN MEAL, Dol P\élg‘;{él"ﬁ = g > reiidint 10Links cry TIM/AINSEM|E[E[T|S
o HOSPITAL § el LIAT Yk WE 11 Had debts 2 Not at RIA[N[T Ml [N[D]U[C[T
HANDS WITH "D AR A 12 Each home | IN/KA|L [EMIRIO[E
ANTIBAERIAL £ o WL ATV 13 Track 3 Post-wed-  |C|A[L|L[LIE[TIT|E[R[S
SOAP ,BURL?Y 5 ﬂNAVWNU'?TEVEN event ding party K[N[E[E LEH E[E|T
" g ANV 14 Like some 4 Lyric S|A[S|S[Y EINID|S
g \ lines poem Yesterday’s answer
15 Needle 5 Speeder’s 19 Dupery 33 Sounds
feature bane 20 Decrease? 34 Chair
16 Hay 6 God of 21 Scathing piece
bundle sunlight reviews 36 Loads
17 Strand 7 Mosquito 22 Ob- 37 Vaulter’s
unit attack sessed need
19 Party 8 Wager captain 38 Monk’s
staple 9 Drink 23 Put on title
22 Sacrifice cooler cargo 39 Memo-
spot 10 Rocker 25 Alpaca’s rable
Y mom, THe OH U1, GRANDMA! WHAT'S | |'¢ePT T HEARD | HoNEY 24 Verdi Nugent home time
PRONE'S k| BeeN HAPPENING HEReD | | MOMMY sav | LeT ME creation 16 Saloon 29 Gauguin’s 40 Writer
RINGING ! ] NOT THAT MOCH. T Ly A | ThK | 26 Locks 18 Tomb- adopted Coulter
i N 27 MBA can-  stone home 41 Masseur’s
g didate’s lawman 30 Miniature place
5 class NEW CROSSWORD BOOK! Send $4.75 (check/m.o.) to
ga 28 Take on Thomas Joseph Book 1, P.0. Box 536475, Orlando, FL 32853-6475
%fi 30 Sma” 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
£ songbirds |- —
&2 31 Affleck or
Kingsley |3 14
32Believed [
Garfield® By Jim Davis Hieston
34 Pump, for 22-
ELL_‘E_g, éN%JV?IT W/X\jJREEVA o WES, A one
UAVE A DATE FOR FRIBAY! | |7 g \MAMMALY 35Keg need [z
v coeasy ~ S8Cive a —
§ : ON HER, hand to
: | prmnesy o L
’ / 0 42 Decorative
i aZN | 43 Crawl 33
1 S I VL space?
o | 44 Large 2
insect 44

By Dave Coverly T

1s YOUR RETIREMENT PLAN | AUDI OWNERS REJOICE!
AGING GRACEFULLY? IF IT'S BROKE, WE CAN FIX IT

WE LIVE WHERE YOU LIVE.®

~ | Keep your money hard at work, with
401(k) rollovers, TSAs, annuities and
more. Call me to get started today.

- Troy Wilson Lic#: 0D75687
* 2451 Santa Monica Blvd.

By Santa Monica, CA

310.315.1955

= e e
= =

s a/ FROM NOW ON, &
/"4l THE RITS TIAT 60T ¥

J T STAROIDS DONT WG |

T0 RUNTHG MKZE..

™

G 1) ST
v

KT

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR @ STATE FARM IS THERE.®

Providing Insurance and Financial Services * statefarm.com®

State Farm Life Insurance Cor

Company; Bloomington, IL. Ann I 0 WE sTs I D E M OTO R s
FDIC insi ate Far) ank, an ct to in: el

possible loss of principal. Consult your tax or legal advisor for specific advice.

1453 Lincoln Blvd. (At Broadway) SM (310) 395-3125




Santa Yonica Dailp Yress

Santa Monica Daily Press 0 Wednesday, October 5, 2005 0 Page 17

CLASSIFIEDS

S3°° per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.

Call 310-458-7737 and promote your busimness opportunities to our daily readership of over 38.600.

CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative
Employment

For Sale

Furniture
Pets
Boats

HEADSHOTS - World class photogra-
phy. Visit www.elevenstar.com and
see. Mention SMDP for 10% off.
(310) 866-6693

ADVERTISING SALES

Work with clients to figure out
their message, package it
cleverly, get results. Must be
persistent and willing to make
the calls, knock on doors,
network fiercely. One third
selling, one third PR and Mar-
keting, one third keeping
yourself organized. This can
be fun for the right person,
misery for the wrong person.
Front loaded commission pro-
gram enables you to start
making money right away, if
you have what it takes. Great
long term potential for the
right personality. Energetic
office full of resources to help
you grow as a professional.
Must be a self starter, high
energy and computer literate.
Send resume and cover letter
to ross@smdp.com

CASHIER/ DELIVERY SM. Must have
auto w/good driving record. F/T bene-
fits. Fax resume to (310) 450-6401.

CLERICAL/ WLA- Interview, screen,
and refer volunteers. Must be bilingual
English/ Spanish. Computer, typing,
people skills a must. Fax resume
(310) 212-7296.

* ADVERTISING SALES *

Seeking: Self-Motivated,
Energetic, Experienced
Professionals.

Well established Co.
50+ years in L.A.

* High Commissions * Paid Weekly
* Leads Furnished
Newspapers - Magazines
Classified & Display: Real Estate,
Ethnic, Entertainment, Military,
Business, Finance...

Call: Paul 213-251-9100, Ex-25
and/or Please visit:
www.theglobalmediagroup.
com/jobinfo.htm

HIGH END Santa Monica Tire Shop
needs full time:

* .
Mechanic

Ko ..
Tire Technician

*Service Writer
Great Pay and benefits. English a
must. (310) 393-0767

Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals
ApartmentsCondos for Rent
Houses for Rent

Roomates

Commercial

CLIENT CARE
CENTER REP’S

W.l. Simonson Mercedes Benz lo-
cated in Santa Monica has a long
standing (67 years) reputation for
quality, ethics and superior cus-
tomer service. We are seeking top
sales/ service representatives for
our Client Care Center.

WE OFFER:
®|ndustry leading product Mer-
cedes-Benz
®|nspiring & Prestigious work en-
vironment
®\Motivating Paid Training
®Base + Commission
®Superior Benefits Prog

YOU POSSESS:
®Great attitude with high energy
personality
®(Qutstanding
skills
®Common sense
®Proven track record, team player
& solid references
®Desire to succeed
Interested? Please fax resume at-
tention: Thomas Woodson
(310) 453-1682
Equal Opportunity Employer

communication

* ACTIVISTS %

20 Petitioners wanted. No experience
necessary. Flexible hours. Up to
$200/day. First call (310) 281-7529.
Additional questions: (310) 412-2450.

INVESTEMENT SALES:
OIL & GAS. DRILLING
AND OIL PRODUCTION
IS PAYING HIGH
RETURNS TO INVESTORS.
POTENTIAL EARNINGS
$3500-$5000 PER
WEEK. CALL MR. BOND
(310) 394-9800

DENTAL RECEPTIONIST
and financial coordinator. Experi-
ence with dental insurance and
scheduling. Modern, low-stress
SM office. No HMO or medical. 1-2
days per week. (310) 451-1446

Lease

COMPUTER SYSTEMS Analyst, F/T.
Bachelor’s degree in CS or Manage-
ment Information Systems + 6
months exp. as Computer Systems
Analyst or Software Engineer is req.
Mail cover letter & resume to Gloria
Arujo, HR Manager, Regard Corpora-

Real Estate

Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage

Services
Computer Services
Attorney Services

Business Opportunities

Yard Sales

Health and Beauty

Fithess

Wealth and Success
Lost and Found

Personals
Obituaries

MOTIVATED SALES person needed
immediately. Must be polished, have
good presentation and cold calling
skills. Must have reliable vehicle, and
familiarity with home building/ main-
tenance helpful. Paid holiday and va-
cation after 90 days. $2100-2500 per
month commensurate with experi-
ence. Call Fabian at (310) 664-8777.

DENTAL FRONT OFFICE and back
office experience. Santa Monica

tion, 2112 Pico Blvd., Santa Monica,
CA 90405

office. F/T-P/T (310) 393-9706. |
DENTAL OFFICE Manager
Exp'd office manager wanted. Gen
dentist. No HMOs. Must have exp w/
scheduling, billing, copay collection,
patient relations, etc. Send resume to
(310) 696-0602 or call (310) 696-
6996.

ESTIMATOR- CONSTRUCTION
CLEAN-UP

Experienced estimator for residential
remodel and home improvement

cleaning. Must have valid CA drivers
license and speak and understand
both English and Spanish. Call
(310) 278-9601 to apply.
Wl CREW/PA’s
Up to $175/day.

jobsinshowbiz.com
(323) 654-8399
FIT FEMALE MODEL WANTED FOR
FIGURE DRAWING BY ARTIST. No ex-
perience necessary call. (818) 501-
0266

MUSIC AIR PLAY Campaign Sales per-
son in Santa Monica, P/T, 310-998-
8305 x83

MUSIC EMAIL promoter, paid inter-
ship, P/T in Santa Monica job@radio-
media.com

PERSON TO learn welding and/or
sheet metal assembly. SM (310) 587-
1113.

PUBLICITY BOOKER for radio shows.
P/T mornings (310) 998-8305 x82.

RECEPTIONIST -- 10-15 hours per
week: This person has all the skills
and charm necessary to relieve our
"director of first impressions" for 2-3
hours per day at our 9th and Wilshire
offices. This person would be our re-
ceptionist 4-6pm.

If you live close enough and your
schedule allows, we can add another
hour for lunch. Send resume to:
jp@thephelpsgroup.com

SALES ASSOCIATE

HARARI, high end boutique looking for
experienced salesperson. 1406 Mon-
tana Ave (310) 260-1204.

FRONT DESK sales help at Easton
Gym on the Promenade. Please
call Oren at (310) 395-4441.

HELP WANTED. Several positions
available. Front, bartender, kitchen
staff and chef/chef trainee. Full and
part-time.

BENIHANA
(310) 260-1423
1447 4th St., Santa Monica,

HOUSEKEEPERS

LIVE IN OR OUT

Experience required for full and part-
time positions. Opportunities also
available for couples with both cook-
ing and domestic management expe-
rience. Must have valid CA drivers li-
cense and speak and understand Eng-
lish. Call (310) 278-9601 to apply.

LOUISE’S TRATORIA seeks counter
person $8.00/hr + tips. Apply in
person 264 26th St., SM or 1008
Montana Ave.

NOW HIRING
Sexy upscale young girls for high
class escort agency. $500-$1500 dai-
ly. (310) 925-8244

GOT ADVERTISING?

There is no more convincing medium
than a DAILY local newspaper.

WANT A JOB
that’s Tons of Fun?
0On the Santa Monica Pier!
Love your job at
Bubba Gump Shrimp Co.
Now hiring all positions
Apply in person
250 Santa Monica Pier
9am-9pm

SANTA MONICA, small private SNF, no
medicare/medical, needs RN or LVN
for relief 7am-3pm and 3pm-11pm.
Call Lisa or Pat at (310) 453-8816.

SECURITY OFFICER needed immedi-
ately. Call (805) 385-7100.

Your ad could run here!
© Gall us today at (310) 458-7737

Call us about the Service Directory, it’s only

$204 a month!!

(310) 498-7737

Santa Monica Daily Press

SANTA MONICA Family YMCA
Older Adult &
Senior Center Program

Become A Volunteer

A volunteer gains leadership skills
and finds personal satisfaction
while helping people grow in many
ways that are consistent with the
YMCA mission of building spirit,
mind and body.

This is a great opportunity to get
involved with your community,
give something back, meet new
people and have fun.

Do you have any experience
teaching aerobics, yoga, in acting,
singing, painting, or in arts &
crafts?

Are you interested in sharing your
skills with others?

If your answer is yes, please call
Lidia Magarian, Senior physical di-
rector at the YMCA 310-393-2721
ext. 109.

We are looking for volunteers to
teach aerobics, yoga and to start
classes in Arts & Humanities for
the Older Adults Program.

SEEKING GUEST Service Represen-
tative for Front Desk position in
small beachside hotel located just
steps from Santa Monica beach.
Duties include assisting guests
with check out and check in, an-
swering phone calls, and handling
all guest inquiries. Ideal for an up-
beat, friendly individual Experience
preferred but not req. Full and part
time positions available. Fax re-
sume to 310.393.1063 or apply in
person 1670 Ocean Ave.

& MITSUBISHI
Santa Monica

2003 Subaru Impreza
28K Miles

$19,995 vins 808263

2003 Honda Oa'dessey

16k miles Full Power

$23,995 vins 051902

2003 Mazda Miata
Silver/Black 28K miles

$14,495 vins 303036

1998 Montero Sport
$8,995 ving 013980

2004 Mitsubishi sh)yder 6T

Silver/Black Auto Full power

$18,995 vins 048757

2004 Mitsubishi Lancer
Auto Full Power, 31K Miles

$9,995 ving 047677

2003 Montero Sport

Blue leather, 22K miles

$16,495 vinz 024704

UearglY com

1501 Santa Monica Blvd.
Santa Monica, CA 90404

866-925-3333

DIEGO FENTON GUITAR INSTRUCTION
Rock, Blues, Jazz Fusion

Bachelors Degree Musicians Institute
(310) 403-8954.

Advertise! Gall us at (310) 458-7737

THE SANTA MONICA DAILY PRESS
IS SEEKING ONE ADVERTISING IN-
TERN. THIS IS A FANTASTIC OP-
PORTUNITY TO JUMP INTO THE
ADVERTISING FIELD. LOCAL
KNOWLEDGE OF SANTA MONICA
IS HELPFUL, A GOOD, OUTGOING
PERSONALITY IS IMPORTANT.
FLEXIBLE HOURS, COLLEGE
CREDIT AVAILABLE. EMAIL RE-
SUME TO ROSS@SMDP.COM

Employment Wanted

| WANT to babysit your children. Ex-
cellent references. Good driver. Please

call Serena (310) 393-9321.

1304 RIVIERA Ave., Unit D. Charming
Venice Beach craftsman style com-
plex in a quaint and quiet area. 3
blocks from beach. 1 year lease.
Available early Nov. $1350/mo. No
Pets. (310) 396-4443 x 2002. ellyne-
sis.com

[VETERINARY TECHNICIAN: Veterina-
ry practice seeks mature, friendly,
efficient, and experienced techni-
cian with a commitment to high
quality care. Must be experienced in
1.V.C. placement, blood draws, CPR,
radiograph, anesthesia, and animal
restraint. Accuracy and attention to
detail are critical. F/T and P/T shifts
available. Fax resume to Tony of
Susan (310) 575-5658 or call

(310) 575-5656.

SPA/HOT TUB 2005 Model. Neck Jets.
Therapy seat. Warranty. Never used.
Can deliver. Worth $5750, sell for

$1750 (310) 479-3054

$$ CASH FOR (ARS $$

All makes & models, any condition.
We come to you and handle all paper
work. Friendly professional buyer.
Please call now! (310) 995-5898

Your ad could run here!
© Gall us today at (310) 458-7737

1423 24TH ST., UNIT A. Santa Monica
bungalow in delightful garden setting.
Close to medical facilities and com-
mercial centers yet located on a quiet
tree-lined cul-de-sac. Very nicely ap-
pointed apartment constructed with
eco-friendly technology. 1 year lease.
No pets or smokers. $1595/mo.
(310) 396-4443 x 2002.

2000 ALBERTA Ave., Apt. 5. Large
Venice Beach apartment with large
courtyard and swimming pool, 4
blocks to the beach. Gated private
parking, laundry room, quiet neigh-
borhood. $1295/mo. Call (323) 350-
3988. ellynesis.com

30 HORIZON Ave., #6. Venice Beach,
apartment 1/2 block from the beach,
new paint, new carpet and vinyl, very
clean, large closet. One year lease. No
pets. $950/mo. OPEN HOUSE MON
10/10 @ 12:00 noon. (310)877-
3074. ellynesis.com

3562 MENTONE Ave., #5. Two-story
townhouse layout. Newly remodeled
kitchen and patio. Located in the
Palms area of West LA. Well priced at
$1900/mo. Call (310) 396-
4443 x 2002 ellynesis.com

39 SUNSET Ave., #104. Cozy Venice
Beach apartment with patio and
ocean view in Tudor style building.
Great location 1/2 block to the beach.
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1 year lease, no pets. $950/mo. Call
(310) 401-0027. ellynesis.com

52 DUDLEY Ave., #A, Room in a
charming 7 bedroom house. Tenant
will share bathroom with housemates.
This unit faces the walk street and
has plenty of light. Freshly painted
and cleaned. 1 block from the beach.
1 year lease, No pets. No smoking.
$695/mo. Call (310) 396-
4443 x 2002, ellynesis.com

BEAUTIFUL, PRIME location. European
Flair. North of Wilshire, SM. Excep-
tionally large 2bdrm + convertible
den/ 2bath. Just renovated. And re-
decorated.  Front/ Rear Entrance.
Front/Rear yard. Hardwood Flooring.
Appliances. $2795. (310) 395-1495.
917 Lincoln Blvd. All units front apts.
Open house daily 9am-6pm.

BEAUTIFUL

MONTANA GARDENS

Room and Board
401 Montana Avenue
Your home away from home.

Daily meals, laundry, housekeep-
ing, utilities, and cable. Various
Apartment sizes. Seniors and all
ages welcome.

NOW AVAILABLE
Starting at $2,000/MO
(310) 245-9436

BEST

RENTALS

ELLy NEsis Co. INC
(310) 396-4443
ellynesis.com

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
310-869-7901

Happy Apartment Hunting!

PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE
FOR COMPLETE LISTINGS AT:
www.howardmanagement.com

MAR VISTA 3909 Centinela Ave., 2+1
$1525/mo. Stove, curtains, carpet,
fireplace, ceiling fans, washer/dryer
hook-ups, one car garage, front and
backyard. Small pet ok with deposit
(310) 578-7512.

MDR ADJ near Centinela/Marina Free-
way. $765 large single, upper with
private balcony, full kitchen, stove, re-
frigerator, new carpets. Very light,
freshly painted. Laundry, parking & no
pets. (310) 828-4481

SANTA MONICA $1550/mo large
1bdrm/1bath, hardwood floors, new
tile in kitchen and bathroom. Quiet
building. Arizona and Franklin.

Garage available for  $150/mo
(310) 729-5367
SANTA MONICA $1750/mo

2bdrm/1.75bath. Month-to-month
lease. Parking, dishwasher, air condi-
tioner, controlled access building.
(310) 395-RENT  www.westsideren-
tals.com

SENIORS- AFFORDABLE HOUSING
Live in a BEAUTIFUL
apt/ suite in Beverly/ Fairfax or
Santa Monica: $400-$560/month
(323) 650-7988

MAR VISTA: 12450 Culver Blvd., Unit
115 $950/mo. Stove, fridge, carpets,
blinds, laundry, utilities included, in-
tercom entry, gated parking. No pets.
(888) 414-7778

PALMS 2BDRM/2BATH. 9804 Regent
St., Unit 6. $1350/mo large upper,
stove, dishwasher, carpet, blinds, wall
A/C, balcony, laundry, parking, no
pets. (310) 578-7512.

SANTA MONICA $1125/mo
1bdrm/1bath in spacious courtyard
apt. Laundry, parking, blinds, stove,
carpet. (310) 395-RENT www.westsi-
derentals.com

ROQUE &
MARK Co.

2802 Santa Monica Bivd.

310-828-7525

SALES  RENTALS

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

RENTALS AVAILABLE
NO PETS ALLOWED

SANTA MONICA

2727 Broadway, $1100
Upper 1 bed, wood floors,
Balcony, new improvements

1214 California, $1625
Upper 2 bed, 2 bath, Freshly
painted, fireplace,

2004 19th St. $2300
3 bed, front house, hardwood
Many updates, rear yard

2308 32nd St. $2350
3 bed, 2 1/2 bath, 2 levels,
stove, Dishwash, 2 parking,
large patio

1811 34th St., $2550
House, 3 bed, remodeled
New kitchen counter, new
bath vanity, New kitchen &
bath linoleum, Refinished

hardwood floors

OTHER
WESTSIDE AREAS

10906 S.M. Blvd, WLA, $850

SINGLE, one month free!

Close to UCLA & Century
City

5517 Kinston, Culver City
Lower 2 bed, new carpet,
New kitchen & bath linoleum

10611 Ayres, Rancho Park, $2400
Upper 3 bed, 2 bath, duplex
New carpet, 2 car garage,
yard

FOR MORE LISTINGS GO T0

WWW.ROQUE-MARK.COM

FREE RENTAL Lists & No Fee
Rentals. Sullivan-Dituri Company.
2111 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica, CA
90403.

MAR VISTA: Near Marina $850/mo. 1
bdrm + den, upper, stove, refrigera-
tor, blinds, laundry, parking, no pets
(310) 456-5659.

SANTA MONICA $1150/mo
1bdrm/1bath North of Wilshire. Bright,
carpet, balcony, close to shopping.
(310) 395-RENT  www.westsideren-
tals.com

SANTA MONICA $1250/mo.
1bdrm/1bath. Hardwood and carpet
floors, subterranean parking, yard,

patio. Sunny! (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $1500/mo

2bdrm/1bath. Hardwood floors, sub-
terranean parking, laundry, walk to
the beach. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1675/mo
2bdrm/2.5bath. Spacious townhouse.
Carpets, parking, fireplace, washer/
dryer  hookups.  (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $2200/mo
3bdrm/1.5bath, no pets. Laundry on
site. Quiet neighborhood, refrigerator,
balcony. (310) 395-RENT www.west-
siderentals.com

‘ Advertise! Gall us at (310) 458-7737 ‘

SANTA MONICA $2400/mo
3bdrm/2.5bath. Carpet and tile. Lower
front. Parking, laundry, balcony, dish-
washer (310) 395-RENT www.westsi-
derentals.com

SANTA MONICA $800/mo
Studio/1bath. No pets. Laundry on
site, refrigerator, stove. Available now!
(310) 395-RENT ~ www.westsideren-
tals.com

SANTA MONICA $995/mo
1bdrm/1bath. New carpets, upper,
parking, laundry, stove, freshly paint-
ed. (310) 395-RENT www.westsider-
entals.com

SANTA MONICA 1248 11th St., #A.
2+1.5 large lower. Stove, carpets,
blinds, laundry, parking, no pets.
$1750, $200 off move-in. (310) 393-
6322.

WEST HOLLYWOOD: Vista St., South
of SM Blvd., 1bdrm, lower, balcony,
A/C, carpet, blinds, stove, refrigerator,
security parking, no pets $900/mo
(310) 456-5659

WLA $1050/MO. Small cozy 1+1 fur-
nished, utilities paid, patio w/ garden,
top of hill, (310)390-4610

Houses For Rent

MAR VISTA near Marina del Rey.
Chraming  designer's  “Craftsman
Beach Cottage.” 1 bd+den/office. In-
credible estate garden, hardwood
floors, beams, seagrass rugs, stove,
dishwasher, washer/dryer hookup.
Completely  secure and  gated
$2250.00. (310) 826-7960.

600sf office for lease. Adjacent Bever-
ly Hills. Shared restrooms, confer-
ence. $1,100/mo. Call Donna
(310) 837-3606.

YOUR AD

COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT

(310) 458-7737
AL .

AL COAERCIAL

Christina
S. Porter
Vice President

1,164 sf of creative office. Newly remodeled. Turn Key.

Roll up door. Phone system, furniture included. $3.00pkg

(31 0) 806-6104 cporter@naicapital.com

The Co-Op Home Buying Network

How To Buy A
Home In Any City

No Down, No Credit & No Qualifying!
Mentorship Program for Students
Investors Welcome!

888-255-9999 x1001

www.BuyRealEstate.biz

Licensed Real Estate Agent

YOUR AD

COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT

(310) 458-7737

No Money Down

Free list of
properties
available with no
down payment
1-888-465-4534
ID# 1043

www.matillarealty.com

YOUR AD

COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT

(310) 458-7737

310-440-8500 x.104

DOWNTOWN SANTA MONICA Private
Office Approx. 280 sq/ft, Windows/
A/C, 310-394-3645

ORGANIZING ARTISAN, woodworkers,
welder workspace. South of LAX,
300-1000 sqf, $1.25 per sqf.
(310) 828-7594.

SANTA MONICA 1452 2nd Street. Very
charming building, small offices. Be-
tween $700/mo & $1200/mo. In-
cludes utilities & cleaning. (310) 614-
6462

BEST BUY HOTLIST

Reveals 10 best buys in your spe-
cific price range. Free recorded
message: 877-881-6308 ID#
1040. Keller Williams Realty

YOUR AD

COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT

(310) 458-7737

PAG
WEST

MORTGAGE

2212 Lincoln Blvd in Santa Monica

1-888-FOR-LOAN
310 392-9223

VERY AGGRESSIVE RATES
30 YEAR FIXED RATES
JUST REDUCED! JUST 5.375%

30 YEAR FIXED

10 YEAR/1 ARM

7 YEAR/1 ARM

5 YEAR/1 ARM

3 YEAR/1 ARM

1 YEAR/1 ARM

6 MO./6 MO. ARM
1 M0./1 MO. ARM

*Rates subject to change

* As of August 16, 2005
** Denotes an interest only loan

WE FEATURE
100%
INTEREST ONLY
LOANS

New option ARM .95%
100% Financing to
$1.5 Million

$650,000

15T $520,000 @ 5.25% $2,275 PMO
2ND $130,000 @7.75% $834 PMO
Total: $3,114.00 P/MO

* Not Including Tax & Insurance

ROB

SCHULTZ

BROKER
LICENSED CALIFORNIA
BROKER #01218743

REALTOR®

Storage Space

ONE CAR garage for storage. All en-
closed and locked. Easy access.
$195/mo. (310) 451-9497.

Massage

5'2” HOURGLASS Figure offers

full -body sensual massage. Very pri-
vate, very discreet. Incall/ Outcall spe-
cial rate, Rachel (310) 339-6709

BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal your
body, mind, spirit. Therapeutic,
Swedish, Deep-tissue. Energy balanc-
ing. Strictly non-sexual. Introductory
specials from $50.00/1hr. Lynda,
L.M.T. (310) 749-0621

¥ ¥ ¥ ORIENTALGIRLS 9 9 @

#1 PROFESSIONAL
MASSAGE ENVIRONMENT!!!
EXCELLENT!!!

(310) 842-3986

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong and ten-
der relaxing body work by mature Eu-
ropen. Very Professional, Sonja
(310) 397-0433.

HEALING 1 hour full body Swedish
massage in the privacy of your own
home. Elderly are welcome, out calls
only. Call Stella (310) 396-2720

MASSAGE TO MAKE
YOU FEEL GREAT!
Reduced pain and tightness.
Improved sports performance.
Beachfront studio on Ocean Ave.
(310) 930-5884
www.nydoo.com/massage

MELT AWAY stress with a deep tissue,
light touch, pampering massage. Out-
call only (Westside) (310)578-9935
Nana.

Bankruptcy

BANKRUPTCY- 24 Hour Emergency

Service (Chapter 7). $1,000.00 plus

fees, not more than $300. Terms

available. Get it done (909) 862-5789.
ALSO

Credit repair packet and instructions.

Includes IRS rule $50.00.

Yard Sales

YARD SALE. October 8/9, 9am-3pm.
427 Lincoln Blvd., SM. Lots of
goodies for everyone.

Lost & Found

FOUND: COCKATIEL near 6th & Pier.
Please call (310) 392-5584 to identify.

FOUND: WHITE cat wearing pink har-
ness near Washington and 3rd St in
Santa Monica. (310) 588-6813

LOST WHITE cat missing since Sep-
tember 27th, North Santa Monica.
Please call with any information.
(310) 393-8583

LOST: COCKATIEL, missing since Au-
gust 26th. Gray and yellow in color.
Name is Coco. Lost near 3rd and
Ocean. Call (310) 392-5584.

DBAS

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAMES STATEMENT FILE
NO. 05 2140227 FIRST FILING. The following per-
son(s) is (are) doing business as Green Days, 1711
Stoner Ave., #3, Los Angeles, CA 90025. The full
name of registrant(s) is/are : Hamid Nossrat, 1711
Stoner Ave., #3, Los Angeles, CA 90025, Majid
Sadr, 4543 W. 173rd St., #5, Lawndale, CA 90260
This Business is being conducted by, a general
partnership. Signed: Registrant has not yet begun
to transact business under the fictitious name or
names listed herein.. /s/: Hamid Nossrat, Majid
Sadr

This statement was filed with the County Clerk of
LOS ANGELES County on 9/06/05. NOTICE: THIS
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT EXPIRES
FIVE YEARS FROM THE DATE IT WAS FILED IN THE
OFFICE OF THE COUNTY CLERK. A NEW FICTITIOUS
BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT MUST BE FILED PRI-
OR TO THAT DATE. The filing of this statement
does not of itself authorize the use in this state of a
fictitious business name statement in violation of
the rights of another under federal, state, or com-
mon law (see Section 14411et seq.,Business and
Professions Code). SANTA MONICA DAILY PRESS to
publish  10/5/2005, 10/12/2005, 10/19/2005,
10/26/2005

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAMES STATEMENT FILE
NO. 05 2177980 FIRST FILING. The following per-
son(s) is (are) doing business as LC Management
INC, 1658 E. Ave J-4, Lancaster, CA. The full name
of registrant(s) is/are : Ebony Solutions INC, Neva-
da, 245 E. Liberty St., Suite 200, Reno, NV, 89501
This Business is being conducted by, a corpora-
tion. Signed: The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business name or

names listed on (Date)9/8/2005. /s/: Ebony Solu-
tions INC, Officer, J. Chase

This statement was filed with the County Clerk of
LOS ANGELES County on 9/8/2005. NOTICE: THIS
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT EXPIRES
FIVE YEARS FROM THE DATE IT WAS FILED IN THE
OFFICE OF THE COUNTY CLERK. A NEW FICTITIOUS
BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT MUST BE FILED PRI-
OR TO THAT DATE. The filing of this statement
does not of itself authorize the use in this state of a
fictitious business name statement in violation of
the rights of another under federal, state, or com-
mon law (see Section 14411et seq.,Business and
Professions Code). SANTA MONICA DAILY PRESS to
publish  10/5/2005, 10/12/2005, 10/19/2005,
10/26/2005

i |

RUN-YOUR DBAs

IN THE DAILY PRESS FOR ONLY $60. INCLUDES RECEIPT AND PROOF OF PUBLICATION. CALL US TODAY @ (310) 458-7737
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877-WE-GET-EM

WE CAN FIND AND SERVE ANYBODY, ANYWHERE, ANYTIME.
Restraining orders & judgement collections our specialty.
lawhotline@Qaol.com

| Services
Quality

Cleaning

Thorough Cleaning
Houses & Offices
Competitive Rates

Dependable Personalized Service
‘ (neqt References

HOUSECLEANING SPECIAL

\’i STARTING AT 99
Aury Bonilla (323) 605-7197

A/C CONSTRUCTION

General Construction
Commercial & Residential
Remodel & Add ons
Honest * Reliable
FREE ESTIMATES
— Sabbath Observed—
EEEERTS

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

Handyman Services

To Fit Every Budget

1 1 3 =
v ¢ W VW
Carpentry ® Plumbing e Electrical
Drywall @ Painting @ Kitchen & Bath
Decks ® Flooring ® Windows
and much more!

< 1.877.33 FIXIT

302 West Grand Avenue, Suite 8, El Segundo, CA 90245
310.322.6975 (voice) 310.356.6990 (fax)

www.HandymanOnDemand.com

* B =

Licensed. Bonded. Insured. Guaranteed.
Lic 281148

mand man
On Demand

Building Trust. Improving Life.

SEASONS

4R35

ROOFING - REPAIRS
“L OWEST RESIDENTIAL
RATES IN SO. CALIE"”

310-317-9595 orc.

310-779-5265 cen

) - SERVICE DIRECTORY

LEARN TO PLAY

GUITAR

THE VALLEY’S BEST GUITAR
TEACHER IS NOW IN SANTA MONICA

2

PLAY YOUR FAVORITE SONGS
ROCK, BLUES, FOLK, COUNTRY

GREAT WITH KIDS

GET STARTED TODAY...(818)693-0744
MFITZGIBBONQADELPHIA.NET

‘ Advertise! Gall us at (310) 458-7737 ‘

The Level Goes On
Before The Spike Goes In

Romero Rain Gutters

Seamless Aluminum Gutters

Custom Made Color Match
Your Home or Building

(310) 408-5900 or (310) 534-3075

Repairs ¢ Cleaning
Copper Galvanized
Free Estimate

Ask for Jose Romero
Lic. #834699

WESTSIDE GUYS

Full Service Handymen

GARPENTRY. ELEC_, PAINT ETC...
TERMITE AND DRY ROT REPAIR
ROOF REPAIR AND WATER DAMAGE

BOB 35/HR (310) 266-6348
CALEB 25/HR (310) 409-3244

Chiropractic &
Acupuncture

YOUR AD

COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT

(310) 458-7737

SELF EMPLOYED?
NEED INSURANCE?

© GREAT RATES
* A+ RATED COVERAGE

DOUGLAS FURUKAWA
(619) 977-8559

IS UNAFFORDABLE
HEALTH INSURANCE

YOUR PROBLEM?

Call Dave Hagberg
for the answers

(800) 801-6777
46 Years in the Business
A B b o sman

2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ.
Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

METICULOUS PAINTING

& DRYWALL

Interior & Exterior  FREE Estimates
References Available.
10 YEARS EXPERIENGE

Gall Joe: 447-8357

PAINTING

Top quality A&A

Custom, Interior
and Exterior

Free quote,
call Jeff Arrieta
(310) 560-9864

Puppy Piddling,
it’s no joke!
Help keep your floors

clean. Call Life of Riley
Dog Training.

Life of Riley Dog Training
(310) 581-5152
www.rileydogtraining.com

GET ORGANIZED!
for filing system set-ups,
unpacking from a major move,
uncluttering closets and
other home/office paper
management problems, etc.

HIRE A PROFESSIONAL
ORGANIZER!
Call Christine Cohen:
310-274-4988

Member: National Association of Professional Organizers

HEADSHOTS
310-866-6693

Y
Lear.r; ii‘

life coaching

is right for you.
Devlyn Steele Life Coach

(310) 383-9040

www.toolstolife.com

We print the best looking photos in LA.

B/W & Sepia Prints  Passports while u-wait
Photo restorations ~ Wallets to posters

Send your photos via the weh
& pick them up the same day

www.photo-grafica.com
OPEN M-F 9-7, SAT 10-6

1392-2228

3110 Main St. + Ste 102 + Santa Monica
Free Parking (Enter on Marine)

(818) 420-9565 (Pager)
(818) 415 5189 (Cell)

Senior

Discount &9
(O
nvaitable ||

Since 1975 Lic. T-163844 -
(323) 997-1193 (310) 300-9194 Free Consultation
DIAMOND RED PAINTING ETCH. |
AND HANDYMAN SERVICE I'I-'I'U-llll =
A professional painting contractor ! l"* = w—
License #309274 [

PROFESSIONAL

PET SITTING|
AND WALKING|

310/577-6137
www.fetchpetcare.com |
SANTAMONICA@FETCHPETCARE.COM §

COMPASSIONATE
COUNSELING
A safe place to make changes.
Life Transitions
Stress
Relationships
Self-Esteem
Unresolved Grief
Free Consultation
Laurie Levine, MFT mrc 23031)
Santa Monica/SFV

(310) 284-3699

YOUR AD

COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT

(310) 458-7737

STILL
SMOKING?

Life is short —
Why make it shorter

John J. McGrail, C.Ht.

Certified
Hypnotherapist

(310) 235-2883

www.hypnotherapylosangeles.com

YOUR AD

COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT

(310) 458-7737

Please call:

Tawi | Taei |
24 hours a day

1 Days per Week in Santa Monica
All Mercedes Taxi Service!

10% off meter
with mention of Ad

828-2233

MNead a

COMPUTER

MNerd?

Home or Business
158 Years In Service

Bny Computer Froblem

ulk e ua’g
COMPUTER HELP: Your Office or
Home. Computer Tune-Up. Microsoft
Word, Excel, Powerpoint, Quickbooks
POS. Internet Navigation. Software In-
stallation. Virus removal. (310) 207-
3366 (310) 801-6845

A
L,

ey

Rob'’s Organic Carpet Care

~_ Cleaning your home with safe, non-toxic products

Santa Monica 310-729-2931




ADVERTISEMENT

Real Estate

2212 Lincoln Boulevard, Santa Monica

T & el = muas r
846 Eucalyptus Drive, El Segundo 1458 Princeton St., Santa Monica 9001 S VAN NESS AVE , INGLEWOOD 2801 La Castana, Los Angeles
$860,000 51,599,00 $599,000 $1,525,000

* 3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths * Santa Monica Duplex * 3 bedroom, 1 bath * 2 BD, 3 BA w/seperate office
* 1,463 square feet (buyer verify) » Two seperate structures * Lushly landscaped 8,505 sqft * Fred Smathers Villa

* New Kitchen * Front house 2+1 * Newly painted interior * Private Pool

* Freshly refinished hardwood * Back unit 1+1 * Hardwood floors * Lavish French Interior w/French
floors * Copper plumbing * Ceramic tile in kitchen doors

* New Roof * Hardwood floors * New appliances * Central air and heat

* New copper plumbing * Delivered vacant * Brick fireplace * Brick fireplaces

* Beautiful lush manicured landscap- * Inside laundry area w/hookups * Immaculate beamed ceilings
ing * Large backyard w/built in BBQ * Hardwood and brick floors

* Dining Room * Detached 2 car garage

* Stunning stone fireplace * Great for large family

Pacific Ocean Properties announces the grand opening of its Newport Beach office!
601 East Balboa Blvd., Newport Beach CA 92661
Phone: (949) 675-0050 Fax:(949) 675-0051

Hiring experienced Real Estate  PacwestMortgage
Agents for Pacific Ocean Properties
Santa Monica and Newport Beach.

Also, coming soon in Silverlake!

* Aggressive compensation structure

* E&O Insurance provided

* In-House marketing photos

* State of the art communications support and equipment
* Professional coaching

2212 Lincoln Blvd., Santa Monica, CA
310-392-9223 1-888-FOR-LOAN (367-5626)

1-888-FOR-LOAN




