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THESE RINGS TELL A STORY
SEE PAGE 4

PHOTO FINISH Brandon Wise brandonw@smdp.com
Team Prom Night of Santa Monica's ZJ Boarding House pull their soapbox racer down the track after crashing during the Red Bull Soapbox
Race in Downtown Los Angeles on Saturday. Forty teams participated in the race down Grand Avenue and Fifth Street consisting of one 90-
degree turn half way down the track. The first Red Bull Soapbox Race took place in Belgium in 2000.

GABY SCHKUD
(310)586-0308
#1 REALTOR SANTA MONICA 

OFFICE 2008!

FABULOUS DINNER SPECIALS
SERVED 4PM - 10PM

COMPLETE DINNERS $11.95

1433 Wilshire Boulevard,
at 15th Street

310-394-1131 OPEN 24 HOURS

SM to
LAX
$30310-444-4444

Hybrid • Mercedes-Benz not valid from hotels or with other offers • SM residents only • Expires 5/31/09SantaMonicaTaxi.com

3310.442.1651
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Andrew Thurm
Coldwell Banker

In today's challenging real estate market, 
work with Andrew Thurm, an award winning agent
representing Santa Monica and the Westside!

BY MELODY HANATANI
Daily Press Staff Writer

DOWNTOWN Housing prices might be
down but the cost of owning in Santa
Monica still requires deep pockets.

A recent report by Coldwell Banker
found that Santa Monica has the fifth most
expensive residential real estate market in
the country, a ranking that experts attribute
to the desirable beach location and wealthy
population.

The annual study compares the average
prices for similar 2,200 square foot, four-
bedroom and 2.5 bath homes in the United
States, Puerto Rico and Canada. With an
average price tag of $1.46 million for such

homes, the seaside city is among seven
California markets in the top 10, beat only
by La Jolla, which lead the list with $2.12
million, second place Beverly Hills with
$1.98 million and fourth place Palo Alto
where homes are about $1.49 million.
Manhattan and New York City were exclud-
ed from the report because of the lack of
single-family homes.

The most affordable market was found
in Grayling, Mich. where the average 2,200
square foot house costs about $112,675.
The national average price for such a home
was $363,401.

Charles Peace, a broker with Coldwell
Banker whose been in Santa Monica for 31
years, said the strongest zip code in the city

is 90402, which covers the neighborhood
north of Montana Avenue where the homes
are considerably larger.

Housing values in Brentwood and
Pacific Palisades are about 30 percent down
from the peak of just a few years ago, while
Santa Monica as a whole is in the low 20
percent range, Peace said. The homes in
90402 on the other hand are down on aver-
age by about 14 percent.

The neighborhood was relatively
resilient to the conditions of the volatile
market for several years while the housing
values in communities around it fell. It was-
n’t until the big crash in the fall of 2008

Shelling out a fortune for a home

SEE REAL ESTATE PAGE 8

BY MELODY HANATANI
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITY HALL Wanted in Santa Monica — a
new city manager who’s a creative strategist,
a wizard at financial management, embraces
public participation and embodies the com-
munity’s social values of affordable housing
and environmental responsibility.

Those are the qualities listed on a more
than two-week-old job posting on the
International City/County Management
Association’s Web site for the soon-to-be
vacant city manager position in Santa
Monica, which coupled with similar ads in
other publications have drawn about 33
resumes since the application period offi-
cially opened on Sept. 9.

It’s all to replace retiring City Manager
Lamont Ewell who plans to leave his post at
the end of December after more than 34
years of public service and nearly four years
to the day he was hired by the City Council.

“Bottom line is it has to be somebody
who has the technical skills, who has the
ability to work with the wide ranging com-
munity that we have and who has their eye
on the horizon,” Mayor Pro Tem Pam
O’Connor said.

The position is attractive to candidates
because of the various interesting projects
taking place in City Hall, whether it’s bring-
ing the Exposition Light Rail to Downtown,
tackling the homeless issue or creating more
affordable housing developments, said Lisa
Mills, who was hired in 2006 to oversee the
search process that led to the hiring of Ewell.

“They’re very focused on social issues,
which some cities are but most aren’t at the
level that Santa Monica is and that attracts a
lot of candidates,” she said.

Mills, whose now retired firm The Mills
Group was hired in 2006 to find a replace-
ment for outgoing City Manager Susan
McCarthy, was brought on again earlier this
month to coordinate the management
search, this time through Alliance Resource
Consulting at a cost of roughly $25,000,
which includes her $18,000 fee.

“I have a feel for the type of person (the
council) believes will be successful in Santa
Monica so I have started targeting people

City Manager
search begins 

SEE SEARCH PAGE 8
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For more information on any of the events listed, log on to smdp.com and click the “Events” tab for the given day’s calendar.

Moving on
212 Main St., 7 p.m. — 9 p.m.

This six-week proactive divorce workshop and support group
combines the best of life coaching and therapy in a safe, con-
fidential environment. The group meets every Tuesday. Feel
safe letting go and moving forward with the rest of your life,

and reduce feelings of isolation and loneliness that often
accompany divorce. The cost is $300 for six weeks. 

Call (310) 439-8964 for more information.

Building the love house
Santa Monica Museum of Art

2525 Michigan Ave., G-1, 7 p.m.
Come learn about the Watts House Project, an artist-driven

collaborative redevelopment project for the Watts Towers com-
munity in South Los Angeles. Artist Alexandra Grant, designer
Mike Niemann and director Edgar Arceneaux will be on hand to

discuss their work. Admission is free. Call (310) 586-6499, 
ext. 119 for more information.

Wednesday, Sept. 30, 2009

Fair Fish Campaign kick-off meeting
First United Methodist Church

Corner of 11th Street and Washington, 7 p.m.
Find out how you can get involved in the Fair Fish campaign to

support family fisherman. The campaign aims to support
coastal communities, protect marine ecosystems and produce
the bets possible seafood for consumers. The event is free.

Contact Miller Nuttle at (607) 592-9500 for more details.

Book discussion
Santa Monica Public Library

601 Santa Monica Blvd., 7 p.m.
Author Deirdre Shaw will be discussing her debut novel, “Love
or Something Like It” and offering advice about how to start
in the book business. A sale and book signing will follow the

program. Admission is free, call (310) 458-8600 
for more information.

Thursday, Oct. 1, 2009

Pause
First United Methodist Church

Corner of 11th Street and Washington, 6 p.m.
Anyone is invited to this new worship experience on Thursday
nights in the chapel. Experience quiet reflection, peace, medi-

tation, prayer, and an overall retreat from the work week.
Admission is free. Call (310) 393-8258 for more information.

30%OFF

THE FAIR SHARE, INC.
www.thefairshare.biz

What you paid last year for

2008 tax preparation
NEW CLIENTS ONLY

50%OFF
12340 Santa Monica Blvd., Suite 135 310.207.5420

First month of bookkeeping

services for new clients
NEW CLIENTS ONLY

Not valid with any other offers

G O O D N E W S !
THE TAX AMNESTY DEADLINE for Offshore Accounts Has

been Extended. Contact Them Before They Contact You!

W E C A N H E L P

Eddie Guerboian
GOLDSMITH – DESIGNER

331 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica  • 2 Hours Free Parking (Behind Store)

310.451.1349 • www.readersjewelers.com

Visit us today and see the difference family makes.
Monday-Saturday 10am-6pm

COME VISIT THE NEW READERS

5TH GENERATION FINE JEWELERS

BRAND NEW STORE
SAME FAMILY SERVICE

In “Students string together beautiful music,” (Friday, Sept. 25, 2009), it should be clarified that the Maestro Foundation’s
reason for withdrawing their funding was to allow the community to take ownership of the Elemental Strings program. 
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WHAT ARE KIDS UP TO?

ALL FORMS • ALL TYPES • ALL STATES

BACK or
UNFILED 

TAXES?
(310) 395-9922

SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA
1000 Wilshiree Blvd.,, Suitee 1800 Santaa Monicaa 90401

V.I.P. YELLOW CAB

SANTA MONICA

$24.99$24.99

TO LAX
Flat rate

25% OFF25% OFF
METER

TO ANY DESTINATION
Call for an Estimate

Call for Reservations
310.460.8818
310.430.5001

24 Hours a Day
Sedans & Limousines

Great FLAT FEE Specials to All of L.A.

For those readers who enjoyed the Community Profile on Elisa Terry (Sept. 28th, page 1) and would
like to take the WRABBLE fitness challenge, here is Terry’s Santa Monica puzzle to solve.
There are 13 letters in this two word walking fitness puzzle. Answer the questions below to reveal let-
ters in the alphabet. Arrange the letters to unveil the words. 
Find the answers by walking to the destinations described below. Be your own smart phone. Walk
and talk to people to determine the answers instead of using your mobile browser! Get out and
enjoy your local surroundings!

1. Not quite as tall as the mountains which inspired their name, these two giants can be found between lifeguard sta-
tions ____ and _____. The letter that corresponds to the number of the southern most station is a letter in the puz-
zle. Use this letter in space 13 below.

2. Established in the 1930s, this birthplace of the physical fitness boom of the 20th century is home to ____ rings. Divide
this number by 2. The quotient of this equation is the __th letter of the alphabet. (Space 7)

3. Pedestrians are not allowed on a stretch of the bike path around the Santa Monica Pier from block ______ to block
_______. Add each individual number of these block addresses together to get ______ or the _____th letter of the
alphabet. (Space 2) 

4. This true original, established in 1946, might be known as well for the uniforms worn by the employees as for its
boardwalk style cuisine. Add each number of the address of this locale to get _____ or the _____th letter of the alpha-
bet. (Space 10 or 11) 

5. At this dizzying pier locale, you’ll have ____ number of chances to gallop off into the sunset. Add
the two numbers together and divide this number by 2 to get this ___th letter of the alphabet.
(Space 3)

6. School children’s artistic impressions of the pier line the wall of the dizzying locale. The 26th U.S. presi-
dent is the namesake of the school from wince this art came. What childhood cuddly friend is named after
this president? ___________     
__________. Use the second letter in the first word in Space 5. 

7. A funny film is the name of this pier’s bike rental shop. Although there were many stars in the film, who was the
bigger guy with the small last name?  _____________  _______________. Use the first letter of his last name.
(Space 4)

8. In the ‘30s, mobsters like Tony Cornero docked floating casinos just a few miles off  the end of the pier
and drew thousands seeking their fortune in this time of depression. How many light posts help to light
up the very end of the pier? Subtract 1 from this number and use this ____th letter of the alphabet.
(Space 12) 

9. Every year at this time, beach goers in the Santa Monica area are privileged to see our visiting “dolls with fins” play-
ing off the coast. Some of these marine mammals also reside on the pier. How many can be found there? ___  Multiply
this number by 7 to get this ___th letter of the alphabet. Don’t forget to feed the metal marine mammal with some of
your spare change and help the homeless! (Space 9)

10. In 1998, Pacific Park swapped its power draining Ferris wheel out for a solar powered one-the first of its kind. Add
the number of letters in the name of this clean, green wheel to the number 7 to get this ____th letter of the alphabet.
(Space 6)

11. Although not entirely accurate anymore, this pier sign is a historical landmark. There are four words on the sign with
the same number of letters.  ____ Use this ____th letter of the alphabet. (Space 1) 

12. This memorial dedicated to America’s five Armed Services has an “Ocean” view. At this memorial you can see the
Marine’s motto and the Coast Guard’s motto.  Add the letters of these two mottos together and divide by 2 to get this
____th letter of the alphabet. (Space 10 or 11)

13. The mystical beauty you see as you look towards the ocean at the end of Wilshire Blvd is named ___________
______________. Use the first letter of her first name. (Space 8)

Some fun and games

SEE ANSWER PAGE 14

Photos by Catherine Cain 
EMMA BECKER, SENIOR:
“I bring my lunch in my environmentally-
friendly lunch bag. I normally have some
sort of vegetarian sushi and a fruit item. I
get different kinds of sushi but on the whole
generally my lunch is on the same theme.
I’ve never bought lunch on or off-campus.”

JASON REICHER, SENIOR:
“I buy it every day. And it’s always like … tacos
or burritos or greasy pizza. I don’t have time
to make a lunch. I wish they had healthy food
here but they don’t. The cool thing is they don’t
sell sodas here anymore, at the carts anyway,
but I don’t know about the vending machines.”

FRANCESCA FERRARA, SOPHOMORE:
“My lunch is thrown together two seconds
before I run out the door to school.
Because it is put together so fast, it is
rarely a balanced meal. But by lunchtime
I am starving so to me it doesn’t really
matter.”

GIGI LAKE, SENIOR:
“I make my lunch every day and I always make
a sandwich out of homemade whole wheat sour-
dough bread that my dad bakes every week-
end. It’s a turkey sandwich with lettuce and
mustard and then I package the tomatoes sep-
arately. In addition to a sandwich, I also usually
pack some sort of fruit, usually an apple.”

LUNCH
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OPINIONS EXPRESSED are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters
we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to editor@smdp.com. All letters must include the author’s name and telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices located at 410 Broadway,
Suite B, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.
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More help for the sea
Editor:

I respect our city for what it’s done
To build a civilized place in the sun,
Where people have rights, how municipally bold,
Though some disagree and our city they scold.

Now our ocean is cleaner with new storm drains,
And tough laws on plastics are making great gains.
Restrictions on smoking are cleaning it, too.
So here are the next things the city can do:
Ban helium balloons that get swallowed at sea
Or washed up on shore to be seen constantly.

Our shoreline is littered with plastic straws.
Let’s address this problem with strict new laws.
Paper straws work fine, as they did in the past,
So why permit straws that will last … and last?
It’s crucial to all, we surely agree,
To protect our treasure, the incredible sea.

G.E. Matthews
Santa Monica

A little sarcasm 
Editor:

It is inspiring to read all the articles in the media
about the Obama administration’s plans for longer
school days. Education Secretary Arne Duncan is espe-
cially impressed by the hard-driving KIPP schools,
which require three hours more per day than average,
in addition to school every other Saturday, and school
for three weeks during the summer.

Let’s push ahead, expand the school day for all chil-
dren, and consider an even longer day.

A study published in the Journal of Irreproducible
Results in 1991 concluded that a 21-hour school day is
optimal, with continuous classes and no breaks, except
for two breaks for meals and one lavatory visit. Among
the many advantages would be fewer discipline prob-
lems and quieter classrooms because of sleep depriva-
tion, which “lessened the students’ rebellious impuls-
es.”

The researchers also intend to do studies to deter-
mine whether food is really necessary for school chil-
dren.

Stephen Krashen
Malibu

Foreign cyclist enjoys Santa Monica 
Editor:

I am a Los Angeles resident and my father, Oscar
Kirsch, was here visiting us for three months. He is 76
and a bike rider. He was amazed and very thankful for
the restrooms at the Santa Monica Pier. He explained
to me that those restrooms were the only ones that
have enough space to park his bike inside. Personally,
he loves Santa Monica, not only because of the land-
scape and the friendly and healthy environment, but
for his bicycle, he felt completely welcomed and safe
for that.

During his stay he rode back and forth six times
between L.A. and Santa Monica.

I am glad to tell you the story in his name because
my dad doesn’t speak English, not even a word.

Sandra E. Kirsch
Los Angeles

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Send comments to editor@smdp.com Reese Halter Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Back to Nature

TREES ARE LIVING MUSEUMS AND THEIR
rings are able to shed light on climate
change, colony collapses, archeology,
tsunamis, fire histories and radio carbon
dating.

Each year tree species in the temperate
and boreal forests grow a combination of
early-wood and late-wood forming one
annual ring, which normally circles the tree
just beneath its bark.

Tree growth, like all plant growth,
depends upon both environmental and
physical factors such as temperature, sun-
shine, wind, soil properties, how steep the
slope is, snow and rainfall. During the grow-
ing season when snowmelt and rainfall are
plentiful, growth rings are wide. Conversely,
when drought occurs tree ring growth is sig-
nificantly diminished.

Tree growth in stressful environments
such as in rocky soil, along cliff faces or at
the tops of mountains are very sensitive to
environmental factors and display excellent
variation in ring to ring growth — known as
variation sensitivity. It’s these tree ring pat-
terns that scientists study.

Interestingly, Leonardo da Vinci exam-
ined tree rings when he studied growth pat-
terns in the 1400s. But it wasn’t until 1894
that University of Arizona astronomy pro-
fessor Andrew Douglass began to unravel
how tree rings could be used to date beams
from Native American ruins in southwest
United States and determine ages of the
colossal Sierra Nevada Sequoias.

Douglass first discovered that narrow tree
rings corresponded to dry years and that tree
rings were an accurate indicator of sunspot
activity; and that “Little Ice Age” of the late
1600s displayed very little solar activity.

Incidentally, from his workshop in
Cremona, Italy, Antonio Stradivarius (1644-
1737) created the most exquisite violins, vio-
las, cellos, and guitars made from the dense,
slow-grown wood during the coldest period
from 1645-1715 — including his most
famous violin “Messiah” of 1716, all produc-
ing unparalleled acoustics.

Douglass founded dendrochronology or
the science of tree ring patterns. Scientists
use a non-destructive method of sampling
whereby they carefully extract pencil width
cores from living trees. And by counting
each annual ring, which contains a lighter
band of early-wood and a darker band of
late-wood, researchers are accurately able to
determine the tree’s age.

Tree core samples are compared to form a
chronology or an arrangement of events in
time. By matching overlapping patterns of
tree ring growth dendrochronologists use a
technique called cross-dating. It’s this
method that has enabled almost 10,000 con-
tinuous years of tree growth from living,
standing dead and pieces of wood of Great
Basin bristlecone pines on the White

Mountains of eastern California to precisely
be recorded.

Dendrochronology has some fascinating
applications. For instance, tree rings from
700-year-old-bald cypress trees in the
Carolinas revealed why the early settlers at
Roanoke in 1587 A.D. perished. They arrived
at the beginning of a prolonged drought.
Bald cypress tree rings from two decades
later also showed that the Jamestown
colonists arrived during a seven-year
drought lasting from 1606 to 1613 A.D.

Tree ring patterns from western red cedar
growing along coastal Washington clearly
showed that an earthquake occurred in
January 1770. It measured between 9 and 9.3
on the Richter scale. When compared to
Japanese tsunami records it was discerned to
have taken place on January 26, 1770; and its
exact time was pinpointed 10 hours before
the unrelenting wave train pummeled the
Japanese coastline.

In 1929, Dougalss determined the exact
ages of prehistoric ruins of the southwest
Peoples of the Four Corners by taking tree
rings from pieces of wood in the dwellings
and bits of charcoal, and cross-dating them.

Professor Thomas Swetnam of the
University of Arizona has used den-
drochronology to reconstruct reliable
regional fire histories across western North
America dating back to about 500 A.D.

All living things absorb carbon-14 — a
radioactive form of carbon — from the
atmosphere. It can be measured using a
Geiger counter. When an organism dies, car-
bon-12 remains stable while the unstable
carbon-14 isotope begins to decay at a
known rate.

In the 1960s carbon-14 was measured in
Great Basin bristlecone pines and it showed
scientists that there was a change in radioac-
tive carbon-14 production over hundreds of
years due to the bombardment of cosmic
radiation. The radioactive dates did not
match the tree rings, and in fact the tree ring
dates were older.

Bristlecone pine chronologies were used
to re-calibrate the radio carbon dating
process.

This in turn exposed that the European
peoples discovered the principles of copper
metallurgy and gold smelting 3,000 years
before the Romans, Greeks or Celts.
Brittany’s great stone tombs are the oldest
known buildings. The megalith graves of
Europe are older than the pyramids.

Great Basin bristlecone pines were
dubbed “the trees that rewrote history.”

DDRR..  RREEEESSEE  HHAALLTTEERR is a public speaker and the
founder of the international conservation insti-
tute Global Forest Science. His latest book is
“The Incomparable Honeybee and the
Economics of Pollination.” Contact him through
www.DrReese.com.

Ancient trees’ rings help
set the record straight

TELL SANTA MONICA WHAT YOU THINK!
WRITE A LETTER TO THE EDITOR
EMAIL TO: EDITOR@SMDP.COM OR FAX TO (310) 576-9913

Visit us online at smdp.com



CClliippppiinngg  ddeeccllaawwiinngg  pprraaccttiiccee

The City Council recently directed staff to draft
an ordinance that would ban the veterinary prac-
tice of declawing cats.

SSoo  tthhiiss  wweeeekk’’ss  QQ--LLiinnee  qquueessttiioonn  aasskkss::

Do you think declawing should be made illegal
and why?

CCaallll  ((331100))  228855--88110066  bbeeffoorree  FFrriiddaayy  aatt  55
pp..mm..  aanndd  wwee’’llll  pprriinntt  yyoouurr  aannsswweerrss  iinn  tthhee
wweeeekkeenndd  eeddiittiioonn  ooff  tthhee  DDaaiillyy  PPrreessss..
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David Pisarra Send comments to editor@smdp.com

What’s the Point?

Change your water ...

CHANGE YOUR LIFE
with “Beyond O2” Alkaline Water
Alkaline Water

reverses the
effects of

illness and
leads to:

• increased energy
• anti-aging
• positive mood
• stabilized blood sugars
• weight loss

• better digestion
• lower cholesterol
• clear skin
• disease reversal

(gout, diabetes, etc.)

(310) 664-8880
Beyond O2 Water House

2209 Main St., Santa Monica, CA 90405

FREE
5 gallons of “Beyond O2”

Alkaline Water
Beyond O2 Water

(310) 664-8880
With this coupon.

Not valid with other offers or prior purchases.
*Please bring an empty container for your water or you may purchase a container at the store

www.beyondo2water.com

Home and Office Delivery NOW AVAILABLE!

ARIZONA AVE.WILSHIRE BLVD.

14TH
 ST.

15TH
 ST.�

MY DENTIST TELLS 
THE WORST JOKES!
(But the laughing gas helps)

DOES THIS  SOUND LIKE YOU?
� Dental Anxiety?
� Advanced Dental Problems
� Just Old Fashion Procrastination

HELP WITHOUT JUDGEMENT IS AVAILABLE
� Nitrous Oxide provided as a courtesy upon request
� Dental Anesthesiologist available for IV sedation

WE ARE A FULL SERVICE DENTAL OFFICE 

and WE ACCEPT DENTAL INSURANCE

� General Dentistry
� Cosmetics
� Implants
� Invisalign orthodontics
� Root Canals
� Periodontics (gums)
� Digital Super Low Radiation x-rays

SANTA MONICA FAMILY DENTISTRY
DR. ALAN RUBENSTE IN
1260 15th ST. SUITE #703

( 3 1 0 )  7 3 6 - 2 5 9 0
WWW.ALANRUBENSTEINDDS.COM

FREE
TEETH WHITENING

a $250.00 VALUE 
With Exam,X-Rays and Cleaning.

Some restrictions may apply. Call for
details. Offer Good for 60 days.

or

$1 EXAM
NEW PATIENTS ONLY
INITIAL EXAM,CONSULATION &

COMPLETE SET OF X-RAYS
Some restrictions may apply.Call for details.
Offer good for 60 Days. #004

2 for 1 Breakfast
Sandwich Special
On T U E S D A Y S
Buy any breakfast sandwich and get 2nd 
one of equal or lesser value for FREE!

5 1 3  R o s e  A v e n u e ,  Ve n i c e

3 10 . 396 .2333

HOURS:
6:30am to
3:30pm daily

Hypnotherapists are not licensed by the state of California as healing arts practitioners; for your benefit and protection,
work on some issues may require a written referral from a licensed physician or mental health professional.

John McGrail, Ph.D, C.Ht.

A child is calling for help.

SIGN UP TO GET FREE

AMBER ALERTS

ON YOUR CELL PHONE.

wirelessamberalerts.org

I LIKE TO THINK OF MYSELF AS AN
open-minded person. After all, I went to an
elite, effete, east coast college where we were
trained to look at things from all sides. I fol-
lowed that up with law school, where the
tools of discourse were refined and sharp-
ened. I’m an openly gay, white male, living
on the Westside with my dachshund. The
only way I could be more open minded is if
I was a vegetarian — but there’s a limit to
what I’ll put up with.

Over the past 10 years of practicing law,
I’ve had all types of clients, from the grungi-
est of men to the most well-heeled of
Brentwood mothers. I appear in front of
judges who are old white men and young
black women, and my job is to plead their
case in such a way that regardless of who is
sitting on the bench, they get a fair hearing.

People tell me all kinds of personal details
about their lives, from the inane “I like to eat
my eggs cold,” to the over the top sexual
details that would make a psychotherapist
who specializes in sexual problems blush.
Through it all I maintain a calm demeanor.

But there are times when I lose my cool. I
don’t particularly like that aspect of myself,
but we all have our limits. This past week I
was brought right to the edge of wanting to
scream.

The dachshund and I were walking down
the Third Street Promenade on one of those
great afternoons where it was warm, but not
too much so. A slight breeze was circulating
and there were many people window shop-
ping.

And there, right in the middle of the
block, where the topiary are and the
teenagers congregate, was this person who
was just hanging out, listening to her iPod.
She was dressed in full tie-dyed regalia, and
had that grungy “I don’t care about any-
thing” vibe going on. She was seated and in
front of her, arranged in an arc, was the
result of what could only be described as an
hours worth of spitting.

There are few things that disgust me
more that watching someone spit on the
street.

This person was just planted there, like a
tie-dyed cow, lounging in the sun, chewing
her cud and spitting it out. I was incensed.
Enraged, and disgusted, I walked up to the
nearest Bayside District ambassador and
asked him to call the police.

He said he’d be happy to, but they don’t
respond quickly to these type of complaints
and frankly it would be more effective if I
were to call them myself. This only made me

madder.
We got into a discussion about his role as

an ambassador, and the limits of what he can
do. He calmly explained to me that his job
was to help tourists find their way around
town — to be a hospitality helper. I pointed
out to him that if we are allowing people to
create an environment that is not only aes-
thetically unattractive, but is also a health
concern, that we are not being very hos-
pitable.

Finally I couldn’t take it any longer and
had to just walk away.

But this brings me to my point. City Hall
regulates a tremendous amount of our lives.
The dog has to be on a leash for safety. He
has to have various shots for health con-
cerns. He has to have a valid license to prove
that he’s had his shots. I have to carry a poo
bag should he have the need to relieve him-
self, and if I don’t clean up after him, I get a
nasty ticket.

My family law practice has to have a busi-
ness license, and has an assessment from the
Pico Neighborhood Business Improvement
District. The office I work in must be
inspected each year by firemen. (OK so I
actually like that part for the eye candy and
flirting with the firemen. We do have some
unbelievably attractive firemen!) But my
point is that City Hall regulates and coordi-
nates many different aspects of our lives.

Why can’t these ambassadors work
more closely with the police department
to clean up the promenade?
Downtownsm.com is the official website
for the Bayside District and their descrip-
tion of the purpose for the ambassadors
is: “Downtown Santa Monica’s
Ambassador Program was created to pro-
vide an inviting and safe atmosphere in
the district. Ambassadors are trained in a
variety of tasks, including: providing
information to visitors, giving directions,
offering escort services to employees,
reporting maintenance issues and any
other action that serves to make the dis-
trict more inviting.”

I think that stopping a tie-dyed cow from
creating a health hazard would fall under the
“maintenance issues” or at least, “any other
action that serves to make the district more
inviting.” And that was my point.

DDAAVVIIDD  PPIISSAARRRRAA  is a family law attorney
focusing on father’s rights and men’s Issues
in the Santa Monica firm of Pisarra & Grist.
He can be reached at dpisarra@pisarra.com
or (310) 664-9969.

Stop the tie-dyed cows
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SO I AM SITTING OUTSIDE MY SON’S NEW
preschool waiting for him. I have been wait-
ing for my son for years, sitting in waiting
rooms as he finishes therapy. But this is dif-
ferent. This is school.

When I left him this morning, he clung to
my leg asking, or rather pleading, “Mommie
stay?”

I said goodbye and then spied through
the window. I could see his little body shak-
ing as he cried sitting for morning meeting,
his lips quivering.

He was soon fine. I, however, was
crushed.

I did not expect this. He has been going to
a program for a year and a half where I had
been dropping him off with relatively few
problems. Sometimes he cried, but most of
the time it seemed he would almost give me
a see-ya-mom- don’t-let-door-hit-ya-on-
the-way-out kind of glance.

And I was happy for the ease of it, happy
that he liked where I was bringing him,
happy that I could enjoy my down time
without worrying about him.

Well the not worrying about him part is
over.

I am a mess. I know it would be concern-
ing if he were very comfortable at his new
school after only six days. I remind myself
that it is developmentally appropriate for
him to have this kind of separation anxiety,
that is what the books and experts say. But
what they don’t say is how awful it is when
you willingly leave your child in someone
else’s care as he is screaming for you and
peeling him off your leg as you walk out the
door, his body heaving.

As I get him dressed in the morning, he
fights putting on his shoes, an epic battle
brewing, saying, “No school!”

I am torn about sending my baby off to
something he does not like and knowing it
will be good for him. There will be plenty of
things in life he will have to do that he will
not like, math tests, piano practice, home-
work, but at 3?  

To be honest, though, how do I know if
he likes it or not?  

When at camp or college and you call
your folks, home sick, desperate, your par-

ents do not then see when you gather your-
self up and head down the hall and plop on
someone’s couch and make a friend. They
only hear the longing.

I hear that he is soon fine after I leave him
and I am relieved.

But then I think he is not legally mandat-
ed to attend school until he is 6. I could take
him out and travel to the Grand Canyon on
a massive road trip teaching him about
geography and history and then heading to
South America and eventually Australia and
then around the world so some day he could
tell the story of his interesting but off-beat
childhood.

Clearly it is me, not him, who is the most
anxious. I was in charge before. Now, he goes
to school every day for another 15 years at
least. And it seems besides where he attends,
I have no say in the matter. I have no say if he
has friends, if he is comfortable, if the
teacher is good, if the girl he wants to go to
prom with says yes, if he is picked on, or
even worse, if he is the one who is mean.

I know I have control in how I parent
him, what I teach him, show him. But he is
heading out into this school world without
me by his side. And I know I am getting way
ahead of myself, but he will eventually step
out into the whole world away from me and
I feel the tear. I grew him in my body. We are
intertwined and now he is, with little steps
that seem bigger to me each and every day,
creating his own person, his own identity.
That is the goal of parenting, to have him be
self sufficient, to not need me. But what if I
still need him? 

The ironic thing is I couldn’t wait to have
all of this “free” time. I was going to work
out, write, see friends and finally keep a tidy
house. Instead, I am a worried mess sitting
outside his school in my car planning our
mule ride down the Grand Canyon.

I watch him through the window, and
though the morning started with tears, I
see him sitting and playing, just like all of
the other kids. I see him talking during
morning meeting, pointing to kids’ pic-
tures on the wall, knowing their names. I
glimpsed that they would become his
friends. He was invited to a classmate’s
birthday party.

When I pick him up he comes racing
through the doors into my arms, big smile
on his face, almost knocking me to the
ground and I know that in those three hours
that we were apart that he was fine and not
fine and everything in between, and every
day he will be more fine than not fine, just
like his mommy.

RRAACCHHEELL  ZZIIEENNTTSS  SSCCHHIINNDDEERRMMAANN  lives in Santa
Monica with her family.  She can be reached at
Rachel@mommiebrain.com.

Coping with separation anxiety 

THAT IS THE GOAL OF
PARENTING, TO HAVE HIM
BE SELF SUFFICIENT, TO

NOT NEED ME.  BUT WHAT
IF I STILL NEED HIM?
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CARYN ROUSSEAU
Associated Press Writer

EVANSTON, Ill. The Spatulatta Sisters, better
known as Isabella and Olivia Gerasole,
learned to make delicate pizzelle cookies
from their grandmother, Hawaiian salads
from their mother and acquired a love of all
foods Italian from their dad.

They also learned how to turn all that
quality kitchen time into a budding culinary
career, with a cookbook and a James Beard
Award-winning Web site to their credit. All
by the age of 13 and 11.

“Your parents are the ones who teach you
to have domestic abilities,” said the eldest,
Isabella, as the siblings sat in their suburban
Chicago kitchen after making basil pesto and
caprese salad. “It’s a fun way to spend time
with family, family history and family cul-
ture.”

In an era when many parents struggle just
to get dinner on the table, never mind
involve the kids in the prep, the Gerasole sis-
ters are an enviable example of the difference
a little stove time with the little ones can
make.

Research repeatedly has shown children
eat healthier foods, are more confident and
learn valuable life and academic skills when
they cook with their families. So for on-the-
go parents looking to get cooking with their
kids, the experts offer some easy advice.

Start by embracing the fact that they are
children. Mistakes will happen, says Food
Network host Guy Fieri.

“You can’t do everything for a kid in
cooking and expect them to get the whole
experience,” he said. “Yes, there’s the poten-
tial they’re going to drop the cookie sheet,
but we’ve got to let them be involved.”

Fieri, who makes pizza and popcorn with
his two young sons, urges parents to be cau-
tious with kids in the kitchen but also give
them enough freedom to make the experi-
ence meaningful. This includes involving
them in decisions of what to make.

Barbara Beery, a kids cooking expert and
president of the Batter Up Kids cooking
school in Austin, Texas, said parents need to
make sure their children are given age-
appropriate tasks that won’t be too hard.

“If it’s too difficult it’s going to defeat the
purpose,” Beery said.

She said 2-year-olds can scrub food clean,
3-year-olds can put toppings on a pizza or
decorate cookies, 4-year-olds can crack eggs
over a bowl or spread peanut butter with
small spatulas and 5-year-olds can measure
ingredients, stir with spoons or knead
dough.

Choosing recipes wisely is key, Beery said.
She suggests recipes that are simple to put
together, have fewer ingredients, quick

preparation and fast finish time. Parents also
should have something to occupy children, a
coloring book or games, while they’re wait-
ing for the dish to cook.

Tanya Wenman Steel, editor-in-chief of
recipe site Epicurious.com and co-author of
“Real Food for Healthy Kids,” said parents
should manage their kitchen time for effi-
ciency and organization. Plan a night for
cooking with the children so you aren’t try-
ing to jam it in on busier days. She suggests
making two or three dishes together on
Sunday that can be leftover lunch and dinner
the rest of the week.

“A roast chicken on Sunday can be lunch
Monday,” she said. “A casserole type of food
or a stew always tastes better the next day.
You can keep up every day by doing some-
thing for the next day.”

More tips from Steel: Children can toss a
big bag of lettuce from the grocer with olive
oil and vinegar for a ready-made side dish.
And they can microwave a baked potato or
sweet potato and pair it with light sour
cream. Younger children can make a simple
dessert of fruit and ice cream.

Bridget Swinney, a registered dieti-
tian, family eating expert and author of
“Baby Bites,” a book about feeding
babies and toddlers, said children love
making dishes that include toppings, like
pizza, tacos or pancakes. Parents can set
out ingredients and let children decide
what to add, she said.

“That’s when it’s really fun for kids to
experiment and let their imagination go,”
Swinney said.

Beery suggests parents put ingredients in
muffin tins or other small containers that fit
kid-sized hands. She also said while parents
don’t have to buy kids cooking sets, kid-
friendly smaller utensils do make cooking
easier for children. And they enjoy having
their own tools.

“They have to have appropriately sized
tools to be able to manipulate them,” Beery
said. “If they don’t, they’re not going to be
able to do it.”

And don’t forget, children can help clean
up, too. Beery suggests giving children their
own colored sponges and having them wipe
up as they go along. She also said setting out
a scrap bowl for items like vegetable peels
and extra pieces of dough can cut down on
messes.

As for advice for the kids? Try to ignore
how unhip your parents are.

“Parents can be a little bit embarrassing
at times,” said Isabella Gerasole. “Maybe you
don’t want to spend so much time with them
sometimes. But really, they love you and they
care about you. So it’s important. Spend
some time with them by cooking with them
in the kitchen.”

Tips for getting a little stove
time with the little ones

FOR  INQU IR I ES  ON  PPRREEMMIIUUMM  LL II SS TT IINNGGSS ,
OR AADDVVEERRTT IISS IINNGG ON THESE  PAGES, CALL  

[310] 458-7737
Visit us online at smdp.com
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when prices decreased drastically north of
Montana, Peace said.

While about an average of 10 houses
closed every month during the height of the
market, only about three sales took place
during the first 120 days of 2009, Peace said.

There are signs of recovery — whereas
there were about 55 listings in the 90402 at
the beginning of the year, the figure has
slimmed down to 25 today.

“The lack of inventory is a true identifier
of what is going on in the marketplace,”
Peace said.

Jim Brunet, a local RE/MAX agent said
the Santa Monica housing market started
picking up in June, particularly for homes in
the lower-end of the spectrum.

The asking price for a two-bedroom,
single-family home went from a median
of $1.75 million in March of this year to
$986,000 today while a two-bedroom
condo has stayed even at about $799,000,
he said.

“When the market first fell in the fall and
into the winter and spring, it was because
there was uncertainty and no one knew where
the bottom was,” Brunet said.“Now the econ-
omy is not necessarily good but people feel
we’re at or near the bottom or stabilizing.”

melodyh@smdp.com

FROM REAL ESTATE PAGE 1

Santa Monica has nation’s fifth
most expensive real estate market

THE LACK OF
INVENTORY IS A

TRUE IDENTIFIER OF
WHAT IS GOING ON IN
THE MARKETPLACE.”

Charles Peace
Coldwell Banker broker

Brandon Wise brandonw@smdp.com
EXPENSIVE DIGS: The average price for a
2,200-square-foot home in Santa Monica with
four bedrooms is $1.46 million. 

that I know in the industry and I think meet
the similar values that the council has,” Mills
said. “I have had some people say yes and
one of their resumes is in.”

She expects there to be at least 60 applica-
tions by the time the filing period closes on
Oct. 16. The council will screen the applica-
tions at the end of October, conduct inter-
views in the first two weeks of November
and make a decision no later than the Dec. 8
meeting. The new city manager is expected
to earn between $245,000 to $285,000 a year
plus a “generous benefits package,” accord-
ing to the post on the International
City/County Management Association’s site.

When it comes to the new city manager,
it’s clear that officials would like to see some-
one who reflects the familiar.

“Hopefully someone who is very much like
Lamont and by that I mean is really focused
on delivering great customer service to our
residents as well as the people who visit and
work here and who believes that having the
best people in city government makes for the
best city,” Councilwoman Gleam Davis said.

Davis said that three things Ewell accom-
plished during his tenure is hiring the very best
people to manage the various city departments,
initiating a real focus on customer service and
bringing professionalism to the job.

Council members said they would like to
see a candidate who has exhibited strong
leadership skills when it comes to managing

an organization, overseeing the staff and
advising the council.

While there are a number of major
issues brewing with regards to land use,
affordable housing and homelessness,
Mayor Ken Genser said the best candi-
date doesn’t necessarily need to have
demonstrated skills in those areas but
rather is effective in managing the staff
that works directly on those issues.

“It’s desirable but not critical,” Genser said.

melodyh@smdp.com

FROM SEARCH PAGE 1

Successor to be hired by Dec. 8
THEY’RE VERY

FOCUSED ON
SOCIAL ISSUES, WHICH
SOME CITIES ARE BUT
MOST AREN’T AT THE

LEVEL THAT SANTA
MONICA IS AND THAT

ATTRACTS A LOT OF
CANDIDATES.”

Lisa Mills
Alliance Resource Consulting
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SMC
Seeking community input 

Santa Monica College will hold community meetings to present its Career and
Educational Facilities Master Plan 2009 Update and solicit public comments with regard
to the proposed project. 

The college will hold community meetings Wednesday, Sept. 30 and Wednesday, Oct.
7. It will also hold a community and scoping meeting Wednesday, Oct. 14 to solicit public
comments with regard to potential environmental impacts that may occur as a result of
the proposed project. 

All meetings will be held at 7 p.m. The Sept. 30 meeting will be held in the Bundy
Campus Community Room (123) at 3171 S. Bundy Dr., Los Angeles. The Oct. 7 meeting will
be held at SMC’s Academy of Entertainment & Technology, Room 235, 1660 Stewart St.,
Santa Monica. The Oct. 14 Community & Scoping Meeting will be held on the main cam-
pus, Room 111 of the Business Building, 1900 Pico  Blvd., Santa Monica.

Parking will be free; however parking on the main campus for the Oct. 14 meeting
requires a visitor permit, available at the parking kiosk next to the Business Building  at
17th Street and Pico. 

College officials say this is the first Master Plan update done since 1998, which iden-
tified a number of projects that have since been completed or are in progress, and which
was amended in 2007 to address facilities on the Bundy campus. 

The proposed update incorporates current college facility planning, including projects
approved by the voters of Santa Monica and Malibu in the Measure U, Measure S, and
Measure AA elections. 

The update:
• Identifies options for SMC campus sites with regard to land use, transportation, and

sustainability; 
• Reduces the planned density and increases the planned open space for the main

campus and provides for a replacement physical education building, a replacement math
and new science wing building, seismic repair, and improvements for the Pico Boulevard
frontage;

• Provides for expansion at the Academy of Entertainment & Technology campus to
accommodate programs in digital arts, media, communication, journalism, and broad-
casting; incorporates parking, and provides for the relocation of the college’s radio sta-
tion, KCRW;

• Provides for long-range development planning at the Olympic shuttle parking site;
and

• Provides for program expansion at the Performing Arts campus in music, art, and
public programs, and addresses related parking and seismic repair issues. 

College officials say there are multiple benefits to the 2009 Master Plan Update: 
• It will assist the college in preparing students for the jobs of the 21st century and competing

in a global economy, including enhancing the teaching facilities of math, science, and technology. 
• It will integrate learning, support, and administrative facilities, campus services,

community services, and public opportunities to create vibrant and walkable campuses. 
• It will enhance student and faculty interaction, optimize functional relationships of

SMC facilities, and create a balance of the natural environment and built facilities. 
• It will provide students with an efficient transit system to reduce traffic congestion

and fuel consumption. 
• It will allow for the design of energy and water-efficient buildings, provide for the

best possible educational environment, and promote the incorporation of sustainable
practices. 

• It will identify program improvements for specific projects. 
• It will provide the college with a framework to promote design excellence in future

projects. 
College officials say they have determined that an environmental impact report (EIR)

will be prepared for the proposed project. The Notice of Preparation is currently being
circulated for a 30-day review period to solicit comments from identified responsible and
trustee agencies, as well as interested parties on the scope of the draft EIR. 

Copies of the draft master plan and environmental impact report initial study check-
list are available at www.smc.edu/facilities_masterplan. 

For more information, call (310) 434- 3429.
DAILY PRESS 

EASTSIDE 
Picking produce 

Be Fruitful California, a charitable community-based organization, has officially
launched its effort to deliver fresh, wholesome produce to the Westside Food Bank from
local fruit and vegetable gardens. 

Volunteers for Be Fruitful pick produce on residential properties that may have other-
wise gone to waste and then deliver the nutritious surplus for distribution.

Based in Santa Monica and serving the Westside of Los Angeles, Be Fruitful  started
in 2009 as a response to the economic downturn and resulting increase in demand for
food assistance. Founder Chelsea Watson has long wanted to bridge the gap between the
hungry in the community and the healthy, abundant resources in residents’ backyards.

Be Fruitful’s charitable model is one that requires little effort on the part of the pro-
duce provider (whose motive may be as straightforward as getting rid of unwanted
oranges on a single tree), while still contributing a generous, healthy, and delicious addi-
tion to the types of food commonly distributed at food banks.

According to a recent report by the Los Angeles Food Bank, local food pantries are
experiencing a 31 percent increase in demand compared to this time last year; supply
cannot meet the need, Watson said. 

“At the same time, our neighborhoods are fervently embracing the organic,
sustainable farmer’s market concept of fresh, local produce trade as a vehicle to
not only build community, but also protect the environment,” she added. “The end
product of Be Fruitful California is a simple, green means to the age-old adage,
‘waste not, want not.’”

Be Fruitful volunteers are available when trees are ripe for the picking. To donate pro-
duce, contact Watson befruitfulca@gmail.com or by calling (310) 633-0751.

DP 

COMMUNITY BRIEFS
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Tornante

IT’S BEYOND ME WHY GM IS USING
Ed Whiteacre, their new board of directors
chief, in new TV ads. He famously said, at his
first press conference, that he doesn’t know
much about cars, but one of the new
Cadillac commercials is right-on.

It’s for their SRX crossover, and it is dark
and moody, uses a popular tune from the
“alternative” category, but what got me was the
final line: “SRX — The Cadillac of crossovers.”

When I grew up, in the ‘60s, if some
product was considered the best in its field,
it was called the “Cadillac” of those prod-
ucts. And that saying had been around for
many years before I ever heard it. In fact for
decades Cadillac’s tagline in their advertising
was, “The standard of the world.” And in
that time and place, Caddy was.

Today, the name “Lexus” is often invoked
to denote a great product; best-in-class.

Maybe the line hit my nostalgia button
just right, but I liked the fact that GM, hav-
ing suffered from a terrible inferiority com-
plex for the past 20 years (often based, in
truth, on some pretty bad product) seems, at
least for this commercial, to have gotten
some guts back and is not afraid to say
Cadillac is something special.

On using the board chairman to do the
“And let the best car win” spot: Whiteacre
needs a fast charisma transplant if people are
going to respond. This is not Lee Iacocca. He
looks interchangeable with every bland top
car exec Detroit has produced in the last 100
years. This guy used to run AT&T. How does
that make him right for GM?

And where’s Bob Lutz?
Lutz, the popular and probably best-

known GM exec, who is overseeing the cor-
poration’s advertising (as just one of his
jobs), did Whiteacre (and GM) no favors by
not fighting the decision for Whiteacre to do
the ads. Maybe Whiteacre insisted on it,
maybe Lutz was kissing his new boss’ butt
and telling him how great he’d be on TV;
maybe he’s hoping Whiteacre’s spot will fail
and step into the TV ad himself.

If GM indeed has guts again, someone

there should remember that “Guts” is the
name of Lutz’ book and without doubt he’d
be best to represent the corporation to the
TV audience. Lutz is today’s Iacocca; he’s a
natural on-camera and compelling to watch.

A lot of people I talk with, and I mean
people who do not live and breathe cars,
don’t know Whiteacre’s name or his history,
but they do know he made that “I don’t
know much about cars” statement.
Apparently, Letterman and Leno and the
rest, who still mention this line on occasion,
do have a lot of people watching. And it has-
n’t done GM any good.

GM offers a good five-year/100,000-mile
powertrain warranty, but instead of the
money-back guarantee, why not increase the
warranty to 10 years, as Hyundai offers? One
reason is that the warranty will cost GM
more money in the long run than the
money-back guarantee, but matching many
of the import warranties would say a lot
about what GM thinks of their new product.
Whether GM thinks they have the money
(or can get permission from the White
House to plan for those big expenditures) is
another thing.

Is GM whistling through the graveyard or
do the Whiteacre and other new TV spots,
plus the 60-day guarantee and selling cars
(only here in California) on eBay make sense
and have GM headed in the right direction?
Would a 10-year warranty make you more
comfortable shopping GM products?

Most important, would all of this get you
into a GM store?

SSTTEEVVEE  PPAARRKKEERR  is a two-time Emmy Award-win-
ner who has covered the world’s auto industry
and motor racing for over 35 years. He created,
writes and moderates the only all-automotive
blog on The Huffington Post at www.huffington-
post.com/steve-parker. Parker hosts live one-
hour automotive and motor racing call-in radio
shows each Saturday and Sunday at 5 p.m. on
www.TalkRadioOne.com. Contact Steve through
his own automotive issues Web site at
www.SteveParker.com.

Casting calls for a new face

JOAN LOWY
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON Safety investigators told fed-
eral regulators three years ago that it was
dangerous for bus drivers to talk on cell
phones while driving, and recommended a
ban.

The National Transportation Safety
Board put that recommendation on its list of
most important safety measures. Industry
and safety groups had no objections.

Yet the regulatory agency that would
write new rules on cell phone use by com-

mercial drivers, the Federal Motor Carrier
Safety Administration, has done little more
than study the issue.

Now, after several high-profile accidents
that focused public attention on using cell
phones on the road, the Obama administra-
tion has decided to act on the issue, which
was left hanging by the Bush administration.

Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood
will convene a two-day summit this week on
distracted driving and plans to announce
actions to address cell phone use by bus and
truck drivers, said spokeswoman Jill
Zuckman.

Feds weigh cell phone ban
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Larry’s Shaver shop • 821 Wilshire Blvd • 310-393-3291
Model# 
5822xL

Sale $99.99

Norelco electric shaver

We’ll save you time and money.
W E  S E R V I C E  M O S T  M A K E S  A N D  M O D E L S

Located at Santa Monica Ford
1 2 3 0  S a n t a  M o n i c a  B l v d .
SANTA MONICA, CA 90404
www.smford.com

Call Us Today! 
(310) 394-7476

Oil Change & Essential Maintenance
$39.95 THE WORKS FUEL SAVER PACKAGE
• Motorcraft® Premium Synthetic Blend Oil and filter change • Rotate and  inspect four tires • Check 
air and cabin air filters • Inspect brake system • Test battery • Check belts and hoses • Top off all fluids
Up to five quarts of Motorcraft® oil and Motorcraft oil filter. Taxes, diesel vehicles and disposal fees extra.
Hybrid battery test excluded. See Service Advisor for vehicle exclusions and details. Expires: 09/05/09 

$104.95 Motorcraft® Brakes, Installed!
Save on brake service with the experts. Quick Lane®-installed retail Motorcraft brake pads
or shoes only on most cars and light trucks. Front or rear axle. Excludes machining rotors or drums.
Taxes extra. See participating Quick Lane® for vehicle applications and details through 09/07/09.

We'll Beat Your Best Deal on name-brand 
tires we sell, plus a 30-day price guarantee
Price match offer requires presentation of competitor's current price ad 
on name-brand tires sold by Dealership within 30 days of purchase.
See participating Dealership for details. Expires: 09/08/10 

SACRAMENTO
Panel to recommend new business tax

A commission charged with updating California’s tax system is making bold recom-
mendations to the governor and Legislature.

A draft copy of the report obtained by The Associated Press says the Commission on
the 21st Century Economy will recommend repealing California’s sales and corporate
taxes, flattening the income tax rate and adopting a new business tax.

The commission spent a year looking for ways to stabilize California’s volatile tax system. The panel
will recommend the state change its personal income tax structure to reduce the burden on the wealthy.

It’s unclear how many of the 14 members on the commission will endorse the recommenda-
tions. The commission is expected to give its report to Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger on Tuesday.

ASSOCIATED PRESS 
WATSONVILLE
Monterey landfill ordered to fix methane problem

State regulators have put a Monterey County landfill on its list of chronic violators
after they found it’s been exceeding methane gas emission standards.

The California Integrated Waste Management Board says methane emissions from Buena Vista Landfill
have exceeded standards for months, forcing the agency to downgrade its status to noncompliance.

Monterey County officials say the problem was traced to an older section of the land-
fill where extraction wells in the ground weren’t properly drawing up the methane, which
is produced by trash as it decomposes.

They say high levels of methane haven’t been detected above ground and aren’t a
danger to employees or neighbors.

The county is planning to pay $30,000 to install two new extraction wells over the
next three months.

AP
LOS ANGELES
Judge refuses to block Los Angeles billboard ban

A federal judge has refused in a tentative ruling to halt enforcement of Los Angeles’
ban on digital billboards and giant billboards known as supergraphics.

Deputy City Attorney Michael Bostrom says the judge ruled Monday that Liberty Media failed to con-
vincingly argue that the city granted illegal exceptions for some signs and committed other violations.

U.S. District Judge Audrey B. Collins denied Liberty’s request for an injunction that
would have forced city officials to let 16 new signs go up.

Liberty’s attorney Andrew Kugler did not immediately return a call seeking comment.
Bostrom says his office is pleased with the judge’s tentative ruling and will continue

defending the city’s billboard ban.
AP 

SAN DIEGO 
Sequenom fires CEO and others after investigation

Sequenom Inc. says it fired its CEO and its research chief following an investigation
into the mishandling of test results for its Down syndrome blood test.

A total of four executives and three other employees were terminated or resigned, the com-
pany says. They included president and CEO Harry Stylli and Senior Vice President for Research
and Development Elizabeth Dragon, while Chief Financial Officer Paul Hawran resigned Friday.

Sequenom’s SEQureDx test, which screened maternal blood to discover Down syn-
drome in fetuses, was on track to reach the market in June until the company disclosed
in late April that study data had been “mishandled” by employees. That made the data
unreliable and lead to delays, hammering the San Diego company’s stock price.

AP
RIVERSIDE 
SoCal man gets 9 years for punching teen to death

A judge has sentenced a Riverside man to nine years in prison for killing a 19-year-old
man by punching him in the head after a fender-bender accident.

Jude Wiscowiche received the maximum sentence Monday for involuntary manslaugh-
ter, a crime the judge called senseless.

A jury in March convicted the 22-year-old Wiscowiche of causing the 2007 death of Eric
Means at a fast-food restaurant after the defendant rear-ended Means’ car in the drive-through.

When Means took a photo of Wiscowiche’s license plate with his camera phone,
Wiscowiche punched Means twice in the head, knocking him to the ground unconscious.
He hemorrhaged to death two days later at a hospital.

AP 
LOS ANGELES 
Brief power failure hits downtown

City utility authorities are investigating the cause of a brief power outage in parts of
downtown Los Angeles.

Department of Water and Power spokeswoman Gale Harris says the outage hit at 11:57
a.m. Monday and lasted six minutes.

Harris says among landmarks affected were the 72-story US Bank tower and Staples Center.
The Police Department also reported a loss of power at its Parker Center headquarters.

Fire Department spokesman Devin Gales says there were numerous reports of stuck
elevators in the area.

AP 

STATE BRIEFS
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SURF CONDITIONS WATER TEMP: 69°
SWELL FORECAST
Should still see some remnants from Choi-Wan, but swell overall is expected to decline. Most all
breaks are looking at waist to maybe chest high surf.

LONG RANGE SYNOPSIS
SHOULD SEE SOME SSE SWELL COME IN FROM THAT EASTER ISLAND SYSTEM. 

TIDE FORECAST FOR TODAY IN SANTA MONICA

TAMARA LUSH
Associated Press Writer

WINDERMERE, Fla. The Orange County Jail
is a far cry from J. Robert Ward’s seven-bed-
room, nine-bathroom home in the exclusive
gated community that is home to Tiger
Woods and Shaquille O’Neill.

But the prominent developer charged
with second-degree murder in his wife’s
shooting death appeared perfectly at ease
over the weekend in a videotaped jail visit
with family members.

In a video released by the jail, the 61-year-
old modeled his blue jail jumpsuit, danced
and started to unbutton his shirt. He chatted
about who would make a good character
witness, whether he could buy anti-dandruff
shampoo at the jail commissary and even
where the family should celebrate
Thanksgiving.

His daughter and sister-in-law giggled,
belying the seriousness of the accusation
against him. Police say he killed his wife in
the master suite of their home on Sept. 21,
then called 911 to say he had shot her. His
attorney, Kirk Kirkconnell, has since raised
questions about whether it was a homicide
or a suicide. Kirkconnell did not return calls
for comment Monday.

Diane Ward’s death is a disturbing turn in
the life of her husband, a self-made million-
aire who in recent years had suffered crush-
ing financial troubles. J. Robert Ward hadn’t
paid the $16,841 monthly mortgage on the
estate in over a year, and had filed for bank-
ruptcy after his business — developing vaca-
tion and resort home communities in five
states — failed.

He may have had other demons as well.
Dianne McClintock Callahan of Marietta,
Ga., dated Ward some 25 years ago but kept
in touch over the years. She said he was well-
liked, kind and generous — until he drank.

“He was mean,” she said, describing their
final night together, during which Ward
allegedly pointed a gun at her and beat her
with a bedpost he had ripped off her bed.
Callahan recalls talking to police from a hos-
pital, but doesn’t remember whether charges
were filed.

“He was like the perfect man, other than
that temper,” she said.

Ward was born in Daytona Beach, the son
of a gas station owner. According to his pro-
file on the LinkedIn Web site, he majored in
business at both Florida State University and
Georgia State University. While heading a
mortgage company in Atlanta, he met
Callahan, who worked in the office. They
dated for five years.

“He’s always been successful,” she said.
“He could turn a dime into a million dol-
lars.”

Callahan said Ward enjoyed traveling,
shopping and nice cars — when they dated,
he owned two BMWs at the same time. But
his temper drove her away.

A few years later, he married Diane
Cardinale and they had two daughters. Ward
continued to amass a real estate empire,
becoming a member of the Atlanta Chamber
of Commerce board and at least one civic
group.

In mid-2005, court documents show, his
Land Resources Group was developing 16

communities with 5,282 homesites. Ward
had 250 employees and built high-end
developments on properties that stretched
from Cumberland Harbor in Georgia to the
mountains of West Virginia.

But by 2006, people weren’t buying as
many vacation homes. In 2007, Ward and his
wife relocated to central Florida, saying that
they wanted to be closer to the lucrative
timeshare industry popular in Orlando.

The Wards bought their 8,708-square-
foot home in the Isleworth development —
the same home where Arnold Palmer once
lived — for $4.3 million that same year.

They also bought cars — BMWs,
Mercedes, Cadillacs and at least one Lexus,
court records show.

A year later, Ward and Land Resources
Group filed for bankruptcy. The company
was down to 14 employees, $115 million in
assets and $214 million in liabilities. The lav-
ish home with a pool and formal gardens
was put on the market with a $5.2 million
price tag.

An insurance company that issued bonds
for Land Resource Group projects sued, say-
ing Ward and his wife used the money to
fund their lavish lifestyle, according to court
filings.

In July, Callahan heard from Ward for the
first time in decades. He asked her to lunch
in Georgia, where she learned a few things
about her old flame. He was proud of his
two college-age daughters, one a national
equestrian champion. He was also in finan-
cial trouble, but seemed confident he could
work it out.

Ward mentioned that his wife liked to
spend money and complained that she once
couldn’t pick him up from the airport
because she was getting her nails done.
Callahan wonders if he snapped under the
pressure of losing his business and his wife’s
attachment to the good life.

“I feel sorry for him,” she said. “He had so
much, and he just blew it.”

According to sheriff ’s reports, Ward
dialed 911 around 8 p.m. on Sept. 21.

“I just shot my wife. She’s dead,” he said,
according to an affidavit. When deputies
arrived, they found shattered glass and liq-
uid on the floor of the back patio. Ward had
a red stain on his polo shirt, and when
deputies asked if it was blood or wine, he
said he wanted to speak with his lawyer.

After that, a detective inside the house
overheard Ward on the phone, telling who-
ever was on the other end that Diane had
killed herself.

He is being held without bond at the
Orange County Jail, where his daughter,
Mallory, and sister-in-law told him he has
their support during the videotaped visit.

“We’re completely here for you,” Mallory
Ward said.

Her father assured her he would be
released from jail soon.

“What do you think the plan’s going to be
for Thanksgiving?” he said. “No one’s think-
ing that far, I guess. Atlanta, or what? If we
could have it in Atlanta, that’s where I’d like
to have it. That would be nice.”

Said Mallory Ward: “I know that mom
would enjoy us all to be at our house and
hopefully we can have the holidays there.”

Fla. magnate’s empire
collapsed before shooting

CAN’T FIND A DAILY PRESS NEWSTAND IN YOUR AREA? WE’LL TRY TO GET ONE TO YOU!

Call us at (310) 458-7737
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Girls and Sports By Justin Borus and Andrew Feinstein

The Meaning of Lila By John Forgetta & L.A. Rose

By Jim DavisGarfield

By John Deering

By Dave Coverly

Strange Brew

Speed Bump

Listen to your boss, Cap
ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
★★★★ Let go of a situation; you don't have the
control you might desire. You'll understand what
has happened through a conversation that finally
opens up. This person is now more willing to talk
and share than he or she has been in a while.
Tonight: With a friend. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
★★★ Take a necessary stand, and be willing to
brainstorm. In your openness, others will be open
as well. You finally see someone open up who has
been holding back. Talks gain in interest and
meaning. Tonight: It could be a late one. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)  
★★★★★ When you hear the convoluted thought
process behind a project or idea, you might want
to detach in order to gain a better perspective.
Listen to your instincts, as you are right-on. There
might be much more to be revealed. Tonight: Be
imaginative when making plans. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
★★★★★ Be forthright and direct where you
haven't been before. In the near future, someone
will reveal much more than he or she has in the
recent past. A partner might exhaust you with
everything he or she says. Just listen. Tonight: Go
with another person's suggestion. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
★★★★★ You might want to share more of what is
going on with a financial matter. A partner might
not be as disturbed as you might believe. This per-
son will open up many more doors than you saw
previously. Tonight: Hang out with friends. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
★★★★ Your attitude about work makes an
impression. At this point, if someone asks for an
explanation, why not give it? You could find con-
versations most informative and significant. You
have the energy to do whatever is needed at work
or personally. Tonight: Easy works. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
★★★★★ Allow a more childlike side to emerge.
You draw someone in closer than you have in a
while. It is time to clear the air and make a situa-
tion work. Romance could be very exciting if you
are in the correct space in life. Tonight: Fun and
games. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
★★★ Anchor in and understand what is happen-
ing. A friend or associate goes from nonverbal to
what seems to be overly chatty. Stay centered,
knowing what you want from a personal or
domestic situation. Tonight: Order in. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
★★★★★ Keep communication active. Others
seek you out en masse, and you might have a dif-
ficult time absorbing information and news. Don't
assume you are getting all the facts. You are hear-
ing the facts as others see them. Tonight: Meet a
friend for dinner. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
★★★★ Basics count with finances, and no sign
knows this better than you. Open up to new possi-
bilities that a boss suggests. A well-educated risk
just might be worth it. Do your needed research,
and you'll come out nice and easy. Tonight: Your
treat. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
★★★★★ You continue to draw others to you.
Someone shares as he or she hasn't in a long
time. Talks illuminate your vision and understand-
ing. Update your opinions and transcend your pre-
vious stances. Tonight: Whatever puts a smile on
your face.  

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
★★★★ How you deal with someone could
change dramatically as information comes for-
ward. It's not your fault if someone doesn't talk.
You cannot change the assumptions that are
made. Have you been holding back too? Tonight:
Get some extra R and R.

This year, your imagination teamed with authenticity can create many

dynamic opportunities. You'll always come up with a solution. Your ideas

seem to come from an endless source of creativity. If you're an artist,

musician or writer, you'll discover a newfound depth. It is as if you have a muse in your pocket. If you are single, most certain-

ly romance knocks on your door. In fact, many people would like to be your sweetie. You have quite the pick of suitors. If you

are attached, you might act like newfound lovers again. Enjoy the interaction. AQUARIUS can be very mischievous.  

★★★★★Dynamic   
★★★★ Positive 
★★★ Average   

★★ So-So   
★ Difficult

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS
The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:Happy birthday

Aero Theatre
1328 Montana Ave.
(323) 466-FILM

Call theater for information.

AMC Loews Broadway 4
1441 Third Street
Promenade

Beyond a Reasonable Doubt (PG-
13) 1hr 45min
2:30, 5:00, 7:25, 9:55 

I Hope They Serve Beer in Hell
9R) 1hr 45min
2:20, 4:50, 7:20, 9:50 

Ponyo (G) 1hr 40min
2:10, 4:35, 7:00, 9:25 

Julie & Julia (PG-13) 2hr 3min
1:45, 4:30, 7:15, 10:00 

AMC 7 Santa Monica 
1310 Third St.
(310) 289-4262 

9  (PG-13) 1hr 19min
1:10, 3:10, 5:20, 7:40, 9:40 

Cloudy With a Chance of
Meatballs (PG) 1hr 21min
2:20, 4:50, 7:20, 9:45 

Cloudy With a Chance of
Meatballs 3D (PG) 1hr 21min
1:30, 4:00, 6:30, 9:00

Jennifer’s Body (R) 1hr 42min
2:30, 5:00, 7:30, 10:00 

Love Happens (PG-13) 1hr
49min
1:50, 4:30, 7:10, 9:50 

September Issue  (PG-13) 1hr
30min
2:10, 4:40, 7:00, 9:30 

Surrogates (PG-13) 1hr 29min
1:00, 3:15, 5:30, 7:50, 10:10

Laemmle’s Monica Fourplex
1332 Second St.
(310) 394-9741 

Bright Star (PG) 1hr 59min
1:20, 4:10, 7:00, 9:50

Crude (NR) 1hr 44min
1:50, 7:20

Most Dangerous Man in
America: Daniel Ellsberg and the
Pentagon Papers (NR) 1hr
32min
1:00, 3:20, 5:40, 8:00, 10:15

Amreeka (PG-13) 1hr 32min
1:40, 4:20, 7:10, 9:40

Extract (R) 1hr 30min
4:30, 9:55

Mann’s Criterion Theatre 
1313 Third St.
(310) 395-1599 

District 9 (R) 1hr 53min
1:30, 4:10, 7:00, 9:40

The Informant! (R) 1hr 48min
11:30am, 2:00, 4:40, 7:20, 10:20

Inglourious Basterds (R) 2hrs
32min
12:00, 3:20, 6:40, 10:00

Fame  (PG) 1hr 47min
11:40am, 1:10, 2:10, 3:50, 4:50,
6:30, 7:30, 9:10, 10:10

Pandorum  (R) 1hr 48min
11:50am, 2:30, 5:00, 7:40, 10:30

For more information, e-mail news@smdp.com

MOVIE TIMES
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1907The cornerstone is laid
at Washington National

Cathedral in the U.S. capital.

1911Italy declares war on
the Ottoman Empire.

1916John D. Rockefeller
becomes the first billionaire.

1918World War I: The Hindenburg
Line is broken by Allied

forces. Bulgaria signs an armistice.

1941World War II: Holocaust
in Kiev, Ukraine:

German Einsatzgruppe C starts
Babi Yar massacre. According to
the Einsatzgruppen Operational
Situation Report No. 101, at least
33,771 Jews from Kiev and its sub-
urbs are killed at Babi Yar on
September 29 – 30, 1941.

1943World War II: U.S.
General Dwight D.

Eisenhower and Italian Marshal
Pietro Badoglio sign an armistice
aboard the Royal Navy battleship
HMS Nelson off Malta.

1949The Communist Party
of China writes the

Common Programme for the
future People's Republic of China.

1954The convention estab-
lishing CERN

(European Organization for
Nuclear Research) is signed.

TODAY IN HISTORY

■ Improbably Successful Pick-up
Line: In September, school officials
in Australia's Queensland state
said they were investigating an
incident earlier in the year in
which two teenagers had consen-
sual sex that they recorded on a
cell phone camera. The girl report-
edly said she was convinced to
lose her virginity out of fear that
the world would soon end as a
result of the scheduled re-start of
the Large Hadron Collider near
Geneva, Switzerland, later this
year. 
■ Police in Deer Lake,
Newfoundland, decided in August
not to press charges against three
boys whom they had previously
believed had harassed a young
moose so badly that it had to be
put down. A final piece of evidence
against prosecution came from
the father of one of the boys, who
vouched that the three could not
have committed such a crime
since they had been busy at the
time, vandalizing a nearby church.

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
B Y C H U C K S H E P A R D

ssiinnuuoouuss  \\SSIINN--yyoooo--uuhhss\\  ,,  aaddjjeecc--
ttiivvee:: 1. Characterized by many
curves or turns; winding.

WORD UP!

Sudoku
Fill in the blank cells using numbers 1 to 9. Each number can
appear only once in each row, column, and 3x3 block. Use logic
and process of elimination to solve the puzzle. The difficulty
level ranges from ★ (easiest) to ★★★★★ (hardest).

GETTING STARTED
There are many strategies to solving Sudoku. One way to begin is to
examine each 3x3 grid and figure out which numbers are missing. Then,
based on the other numbers in the row and column of each blank cell,
find which of the missing numbers will work. Eliminating numbers will
eventually lead you to the answer.

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S PUZZLE

King Features Syndicate

MYSTERY PHOTO Maya Sugarman  news@smdp.com
The first person who can correctly identify where this image was captured wins a prize from the
Santa Monica Daily Press. Send answers to editor@smdp.com.

7  27  42  49  52
Meganumber: 19
Jackpot: $88M

7  13  34  39  47
Meganumber: 3
Jackpot: $9M

5  6  17  32  35

MIDDAY: 1 5 0
EVENING: 4 5 7

1st: 12 Lucky Charms
2nd: 11 Money Bags
3rd: 10 Solid Gold
RACE TIME: 1:46.70

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the winning number
information, mistakes can occur. In the event of any discrepancies, California
State laws and California Lottery regulations will prevail. Complete game
information and prize claiming instructions are available at California Lottery
retailers. Visit the California State Lottery web site at http://www.calottery.com

DAILY LOTTERY

ANSWER KEY:
1. Giant Adirondack chairs, lifeguard stations 17 and 18, Use 18th letter of
alphabet or R in spot 13.
2. The Original Muscle Beach, 38 rings divided by 2 is 19.  Use the 19th letter
of the alphabet (S) in spot 6, 7, or 8.
3. Rule is listed on sign at Muscle Beach, Block 1500 to block 2600,
1+5+0+0+2+6+0+0 is 14.  Use the 14th letter of the alphabet (N) in spot 2.
4. The Original Hot Dog Stick, 1633 Ocean Front Walk, 1+6+3+3 is 13. Use the
13th letter of the alphabet (M) in spot 10 or 11.
5. The Hippodrome Carousel, 44 horses, 4+4 is 8. 8 divided by 2 is 4. Use the
4th letter of the alphabet (D) in space 3.
6. Theodore “Teddy” Roosevelt, Teddy Bear, Use E in spot 5.
7. Blazing Saddles, Cleavon Little, Use L in spot 4.
8. 6 Lights Posts, 6-1 is 5, Use the 5th letter of the alphabet (E) in spot 1 or 12.
9. 3 statue-like dolphins live on the pier, 2 frame one of the Paradise Park signs, 1 is a bronze
like statue towards the beginning of the pier that collects donations for Santa Monica agen-
cies who serve the homeless, 3 x 7 is 21, Use the 21st letter of the alphabet (U) in spot 9.
10. Pacific Wheel has 12 letters, 12 + 7 is 19. Use the 19th letter of the alpha-
bet (S) in spot 6, 7, or 8.
11. Santa Monica Yacht Harbor Sport Fishing Boating Cafes, 4 words with 5 let-
ters, Use the 5th letter of the alphabet (E) in spot 1 or 12.
12. Semper Fidelis and Semper Paratus each have 13 letters. 13+13=26 divid-
ed by 2 is 13. Use the 13th letter of the alphabet (M) in spot 10 or 11.
13. Saint Monica is the name of the statue. Use S in spot 6, 7, or 8.
Final answer: ENDLESS SUMMER

FROM ANSWER PAGE 3
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING CONDITIONS: REGULAR RATE: $5.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20¢ per word per day. Ad must run a
minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra.
Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once.
DEADLINES: 3:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 2:30 p.m. PAYMENT: All pri-
vate party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310) 458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press,
P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406 or stop in at our office located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Ste. 202. OTHER RATES: For
information about the professional services directory or classified display ads, please call our office at (310) 458-7737.

HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY  9:00am - 5:00pm     LOCATION 410 Broadway, Suite B, Santa Monica, CA 90401

(310)458-7737
CALL TODAY FOR SPECIAL MONTHLY RATES!

There is no more convincing medium than a DAILY local newspaper.
Prepay your ad today!

Classifieds
$550 per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.
Call us today start and promoting your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 40,000.

YOUR AD COULD RUN TOMORROW!*

(310) 458-7737
Some restrictions may apply. 

*Please call our Classified Sales Manager to reserve your ad space. Specific ad placement not gauranteed on classified ads. Ad must meet deadline requirements. See complete conditions below.

All classified liner ads are placed on our website for FREE! Check out www.smdp.com for more info.

CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale

Furniture
Pets
Boats
Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos
Rent
Houses for Rent
Roomates
Commerical Lease

Real Estate
Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services

Computer Services
Attorney Services
Business Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness

Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Psychic
Obituaries
Tutoring

Prepay your ad today!

Employment
Job Captain (Santa Monica, CA) Plan, 
design, and administer building pro-
jects for clients applying knowledge of 
design, construction procedures, zoning 
and building codes and materials. Pro-
duce schematic design, review of archi-
tectural drawings, sketches, and mod-
els as appropriate, researching code, 
accessibility, and other regulatory re-
quirements for the project. Master’s De-
gree in Architecture and 2 years of exp. 
required. Mail resume to GMPA Archi-
tects, Inc., 1631 16th Street, Santa 
Monica, CA 90404

MUSIC BOOKING agency sales. p/t flex. 
(310)998-8305 ext 88

NON-PROFIT FOUNDATION working in 
HIV/AIDS and stem cells needs an ad-
ministrative secretary with computer 
skills, and experience. Phone 
(310)450-7989 or email to 
schickpm@aol.com

Charity
GIVE OF YOURSELF

American Cancer Society Discovery Shop
needs vounteers- 4 hours per week

Call Terry or Shaunnah
310 458-4490

Education
BALLROOM DANCE CLASSES
Privates and group classes

(323) 934-6280
www.steinleinproductions.com

For Rent
$1495 PRIME LOCATION SANTA MONICA 

close to beach and 3rd Street 
Promenade, Lower 1+1, den, patio, 

backyard, paid utilities  
(310)395-1495, (310)666-8360

12309 CULVER Blvd unit 12, 
1bdrm/1bath $975/mo. stove, fridge, 
carpets, blind, laundry, utilities in-
cluded, gated parking, intercom 
entry, no pets. $500 off move-in 
(310) 578-7512, jkwproperties.com

2478 Corinth Ave. $1575 front unit 1+1 
stove, fridge, carpet, ceiling fan, onsite 
laundry, small gated front yard 2 park-
ing spaces, 20 lb. pet OK w/ deposit 
$300 off move-in (888)414-7778

501 N. Venice 1+1, #29 $1225/mo 
stove, fridge, carpet, utilities included, 
laundry, parking, no pets. $750 off 
move-in (310)574-6767 www.jkwprop-
erties.com

501 N. Venice unit 12 single, $1075/mo 
$500 off move-in stove, fridge, carpet, 
utilities included, laundry, parking, no 
pets. (310)574-6767 www.jkwproper-
ties.com

WLA $1750/MO. Large bright 2 bdrm 
upper, on Barrington near National. Very 
spacious. Large closets, crown mold-
ings, stove/refrigerator. Closed garage.  
Well maintained, charming, older build-
ing. FREE MONTH WITH ONE YEAR 
LEASE (310)828-4481 or 
(310)993-0414 after 6pm.

For Rent

GARAGE + Laundry, Renovated,  Spe-
cial!!! 
Downstairs unit. Includes single garage 
and ample street parking. Centrally lo-
cated between a charming residential 
area and the Pico shopping district, 
Stewart Park, SM College, entertain-
ment studios and large employers. In-
terstate 10 and 405 fwy, beaches and 
3rd St are minutes away.  Great Santa 
Monica & West L.A. work and play life 
style! 4 plex is occupied by quiet, long 
term tenants.  Stackable washer/dryer 
hookups in unit. No pets pls. Paid water 
& trash & gardener. Rental is optionally 
furnished or unfurnished. Fridge, stove, 
ceiling fan, window coverings, w/d hook 
ups, small fenced common yard.  Call 
Merrill @ 760-415-5015 or e-mail nik-
kileeds@cox.net . Move in ready! 

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
(310)869-7901

1120 6th St #5 2+1
Pergo floors, 2 parking spaces, 

balcony $1995

1011 Pico Blvd. #8 2+2, Loft, 3 levels 
modern building, $2650

Please visit our website for 
complete listings and information on 

vacancies in Santa Monica
and the Westside

www.howardmanagement.com
rentals@howardmanagement.com

MAR VISTA 12450 Culver Blvd. Unit 109 
1bdrm/1bath, carpet, gated parking, in-
tercom entry, stove, fridge, utilities in-
cluded, laundry, no pets. $975/mo $500 
off move-in on site manager 
(888)414-7778 www.jkwproperties.com 

MAR VISTA 12450 Culver Blvd. Unit 224 
1bdrm/1bath, carpet, granite counter 
tops, gated parking, intercom entry, 
stove, fridge, utilities included, laundry, 
no pets. $1075/mo $500 off move-in on 
site manager (888)414-7778 
www.jkwproperties.com 

MAR VISTA near Marina. $1050/mo 
1bd+den 1ba, carpet, blinds, stove, 
refrigerator, laundry, parking, no pets. 
310-456-5659.

MAR VISTA: 12434 CULVER Blvd. units 3  
1+1 stove, fridge, AC, carpets blinds, 
laundry room, intercom entry, gated 
parking, no pets.$1095/mo $500 off 
move-in (888)414-7778 www.jkwprop-
erties.com

MARVISTA-LA $1550.00 2bdrms, 2 
baths, no pets, balcony, stove, refrig, 
dshwshr, washr/dryr, 2-car garage 
12048 Culver Blvd. #202 Open daily 
8am-7pm. Additional info in unit

PALMS 2+1 3633 Keystone ave #1 
stove, blinds, tile flooring, carpets, ceil-
ing fan, laundry,parking, AC, no pets. 
$1375/mo $500 off move-in 
(310)578-7512 www.jkwproperties.com

For Rent
PALMS 3346 S. Canfiled #205 $975 1+1 
upper, stove, fridge, blinds, bamboo & 
vinyl floors, on-site laundry, garage 
parking, intercom entry no pets.$500 off 
move-in (310)578-7512 
jkwproperties.com

PALMS 3346 S. Canfiled #104 $1015 
1+1 upper, stove, fridge, blinds, bam-
boo & vinyl floors, on-site laundry, ga-
rage parking, intercom entry no 
pets.$500 off move-in (310)578-7512 
jkwproperties.com

PALMS 3540 Overland units 2 & 5 $900 
Stove, fridge, carpet, blinds, laundry, 
street parking, no pets. $700 off 
move-in special. (310)578-7512 
www.jkwproperties.com

PALMS ADJ/ LaCienga Hghts. $995.00 
1 Bdrm, 1Bath, NO PETS, stove, refrg, 
parking 2009 Preuss Rd., #10 Open 
daily 8am-7pm . Additional info in unit

Santa Monica $1125.00 1 Bdrms, 1Bath  
NO pets, gas, paid stove, refrigerator, 
parking 2535 Kansas Ave., #210 Open 
daily 8am-8pm. Additional info in unit. . 

SANTA MONICA $1225.00 1 bdrm, 1 
bath, no pets, stove, refrig, patio, park-
ing 2533 Kansas Ave., #109 Open daily 
for viewing 8am to 7pm. Additional info 
in apt Mgr: apt #101

SANTA MONICA Condo. 1301 Franklin 
2+1 stove, fridge, microwave, tile 
floors, dish washer  hardood floors. 
Laundry. Intercom entry. Gated, shared 
garage parking. No pets. $2150 
(310)578-7512 jkwproperties.com

SM 1228 Berkeley St.2 available unit 
Single $1195/mo, 1 month FREE OAC 
furnished $1295 1 month FREE OAC. 
Newly remodeled units, new appliances, 
new wood floors, private enclosed ga-
rage pets OK (310)278-8999

WESTWOOD: 617 1/2 Midvale unit 3 
Bachelor, no kitchen, sink, fridge,hot 
plate, microwave, ceiling fan, carpet, 
street parking, no pets $850/mo 
(310)578-7512 wwwjkwproperties.com

WLA 1457 Westgate #D 1+1 upper 
stove, fridge, blinds, wood/tile floors, 
carport parking no pets $1175/mo $750 
off move-in special (310) 578-7512 
jkwproperties.com

Commercial Lease
BRENTWOOD VILLAGE OFFICE SPACE 
2nd floor bright office, approx. 400 s.f  
Tom, agt.(310) 471-4600

SANTA MONICA Storage Unit Private, 
Secure, 1800 cu ft $500 per month
assistant@rhicapital.com

SHARE OFFICE Space, Own Office, 
Ground Floor, 600 SF @1400/mo, Prime 
WLA Location. (310) 479-0469

Commercial Lease

THIRD STREET PROMENADE.
Office in tranquil, architecturally de-
signed six-office suite. Brick, exposed 
redwood ceiling, original artwork. 
Must see to appreciate. Excellent lo-
cation on the Third Street Promenade. 
Perfect for a professional. 11'X11'.use 
of waiting room and kitchen. Monthly 
parking pass available.Steve 
(310)395-2828 X333

Bookkeeping Services
QUICKBOOKS GURU

Seeking select Santa Monica clients. 
Training and set-up available. $25/hr 
call (310) 463-4226

QUICKBOOKS/PEACHTREE
BOOKKEEPING service, personal or 
businesses. Online version available.  
Call 310 977-7935

Services

DO YOU HAVE
GASTROINTESTINAL
Health Issues?
Experience the difference 
of a Holistic MD.
Quality, Personalized, 
care in a Spa-like 
setting.

Thusha Nathan, MD
www.healingbythesea.vpweb.com

8 0 6 . 9 2 8 . 71 4 7
FUNDAMENTALY THE FINEST

Licensed Nurses, Caregivers,  Nannies. 
Calm old-school values! Lowest rates, 
free smiles. Notary AVAIL 
(310)795-5023 yourextraspecial.com

RESTORATION & MAINTENANCE
Everyday household task you don’t have 
time for. Window & Door replacement, 
Hardwood floor repair, Gates, Fences, 
Cabinets, etc. California State License

822541 Edward (310)213-3101

Handyman

The Handy Hatts
Painting and Decorating Co.

SINCE 1967
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

SPECIALISTS IN ALL 
DAMAGE REPAIR

“EXPERT IN GREEN CONCEPTS”

Free estimates, great referrals

Call Brian @
(310) 927-5120
(310) 915-7907

LIC# 888736
“HOME SWEET HOME”

FULL SERVICE HANDYMAN
FROM A TO Z

HANDY MAN/PAINTER
Improvements; Repairs, Drywall, 

Doors, Locks, Stucco, Shelves
Concrete, Plumbing, denvereddennis 

(818)415-5789 CSLB# 809274

Services

Moving

Therapy

Life is short —
Why make it shorter

STILLL 
SMOKING?

Dr. John McGrail, Ph.D, C.Ht.

(310)) 235-2883
www.hypnotherapylosangeles.com

Legal Services

Considering Filing
for Bankruptcy?

“Your Local Santa Monica Attorney”

• Free phone consultation
• Speak to your local 
Santa Monica Attorney

• Get the facts now

A PROFESSIONAL LEGAL CORPORATION

2001 Wilshire Blvd
Santa Monica CA 310 453 8320

www.lawgross.com

Massage

5’2” HOURGLASS Figure offers 
full-body sensual massage. Very dis-
creet. Outcall $pecial rate, M/W/F 
10a.m.-1p.m. Have table 
Crystal (310) 339-6709.

Notices
NOTICE

Pursuant To California Self - Storage Facility Act 
(B & P Code 21700 ET SEQ) The Undersigned Will 
Sell At Public Auction. On The Below Listed Day, 
Time, And Location. Notice Of Public Sale Of Per-
sonal Property: The Personal Property Including, 
But Not Limited To Listed Items Stored By The 
Following Persons Or Businesses On The 7th of 
October 2009 At 11:30 AM At: AA OLYMPIC/CENTI-
NELA SS 3250 OLYMPIC BLVD. SANTA MONICA, 
CA. 90404 (310) 829-2525
THE FOLLOWING LIST IS A DE-SCRIPTION OF THE 
PROPERTY TO BE SOLD:
Storage Unit # 
2245- Keith H. Hicks- magazines, plastic con-
tainers, duffle bag
624 - Nicholas Blanchard- boxes, metal shelves
705- Alexander Imhoff- desk, heater, boxes, ste-
reo equipment, couch, love seat, bed frame, pic-
tures, luggage
2224- Mary Ellen Hopkins- boxes, fabric, bags, 
plastic containers, wicker basket, luggage, table
2956- Alan Mcfetridge- household items
AUCTIONEER: K.E. AUCTION SERVICE 12127 Mall 

Notices
Blvd Suite A-178 Victorville, Ca. 92392 
760-553-3394 CA. BOND # FS836-21-31
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Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737



16 TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2009 A D V E R T I S E M E N T


