
BY RYAN HYATT
Daily Press Staff Writer

BRENTWOOD — The push to
provide housing for hundreds of
down-and-out veterans may have
been moot on Thursday, due to
developers with more clout than
the public regarding the future of
the Veteran Administration’s
West Los Angeles campus.

Hundreds of concerned citi-
zens, HOA leaders, veterans and
elected officials from across
Southern California showed up at
Wadsworth Theatre on Thursday
to express their hopes that the
V.A.’s sprawling 387-acre campus
here be used for veteran services. 

In particular, a vast majority of

BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

SANTA MONICA FIRE DEPT. —
Three new recruits have shown
they can stand the heat, and can
breathe a little easier for it.

The trio have sworn to combat
fires in Santa Monica, but only
after a brutal year of training, test-
ing and finding a way to fit into
the SMFD lifestyle.

Twenty-somethings Julian
Zermino, Johnny Maccini and
Ryan Dermidjian are the newest
Santa Monica firefighters, after
each passed their one-year test
earlier this month. The test, which
takes about nine hours to com-
plete, is regarded as one of the
most anticipated and rigorous
experiences a firefighter in Santa

Monica must face.
The year leading up to the test is

no cake-walk either. After they
passed a written exam, a physical
agility test and an oral board
review at the outset, the new
recruits are on probation for a year.
Within six months, they had to
have proven that they can handle

station life, which is determined by
their peers and their captain.

“We can’t afford a guy to be so
-so,” said SMFD Battalion Chief
Carl Bjerke. “You have to be the
kind of guy that can live with oth-
ers and go with the flow. You
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Today is the 267th day of 2005.
There are 98 days left in the year.

On Sept. 24, 1789, Congress passed the
First Judiciary Act, which provided for an
Attorney General and a Supreme Court.

The bodies of Kentucky State
Reformatory inmates Avery C. Roland,
26, and Michael Talbot Jr., 24, were
found in a nearby landfill the day after
they went missing in July; a
Department of Corrections official said
they had probably hidden inside a
garbage truck without realizing that, to
prevent escapes, the prison requires
that garbage be compacted twice
before it leaves the grounds. And four
days apart in July, two 19-year-old
men (in Sheboygan, Wis., and
Louisville, Ky.) fell to their deaths while
car-surfing at high speeds. (According
to a witness, the Sheboygan man’s
fatal fall came shortly after he yelled to
his driver, “Is that all you got?")

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
B Y C H U C K S H E P A R D

Horoscopes
Act like a kid, Gemini 2

Surf Report
Water temperature: 62° 3

Opinion
Tangled up in Blue 4

Local
Test of endurance 5

State
Shaking things up 6

National
Growing with the flow 18

International
Tough Shiite 22

Comics
Strips tease 23

Classifieds
Ad space odyssey 24-26

SUPER LOTTO
3  30  34  37  41
Meganumber: 18
Jackpot: $50 Million

FANTASY 5
4  6  8  14  25

DAILY 3
Daytime: 0 8 0
Evening: 5 3 0

DAILY DERBY
1st: 01 Gold Rush
2nd: 06 Whirl Win
3rd: 12 Lucky Charms
RACE TIME: 1:41.39
Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the winning number
information, mistakes can occur. In the event of any discrepancies, California
State laws and California Lottery regulations will prevail. Complete game
information and prize claiming instructions are available at California Lottery
retailers. Visit the California State Lottery web site: http://www.calottery.com

DAILY LOTTERY

INDEX

TODAY IN HISTORY

2444 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 102

Santa Monica, CA 90403

GABY SCHKUD
The name you can depend on!

Serving sellers and buyers

on the Westside.

(310) 586-0308

THE UNDER $10 
DINNER SPECIAL
Served from 4pm - 10pm

1433 Wilshire Blvd at 15th St
310-394-1131

Back by popular demand...

01597866

We’re in
Culver City too!

10862 Washington Blvd.
Lessons • Studio rent

Music • Instrument Repair

(310) 202-6874

Fabian Lewkowicz/Daily Press
Santa Monica firefighter Johnny Maccini successfully completes his one-year test earlier this month at the city yards.
Maccini and two other recruits are now sworn Santa Monica firefighters, after completing a one-year probation period.

Fabian Lewkowicz/Daily Press
The trio of new firefighters were tested on belay lines, laying hose and ladder-
ing in front of senior firefighters during the stress-filled one-year test.

Three prove
that they can
take the heat

Homeless rewarded
for rising to occasion
BY JASMIN PERSCH
Special to the Daily Press

BERGAMONT STATION —
With a brand-new minivan, a
home and her own business,
Maria Lukvec never expected
to become homeless.

And when she did feel her-
self slipping into homelessness,
she denied it.

Lukvec’s party supply store
was losing money because of
mismanagement, according to
a personal profile. Within two
years, she and her children

LOCAL

Public
calls for
veterans’
shelter

See VA CAMPUS, page 11

See FIREFIGHTERS, page 15 See BACK ON TRACK, page 12



ARIES (March 21-April 19)
★★★★ An early call or change in plans

could start your day. Instead of pouting or being
upset, use this time to get together with someone
you haven’t seen in a while. Once you let go,
there might be no stopping you. Tonight: Yes,
even you might want to get in early.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
★★ Clear out shopping and/or errands.

You might be a bit extravagant, but right now you
might not care. Remember, there is a tomorrow.
You might be overly concerned about your image.
Tonight: The later it gets, the wilder you get.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★★ You might not be totally pleased

with a loved one or a friend. Subconscious feel-
ings that you have been harboring come out. A
talk with some humor and perspective can clear
the air. Tonight: Act like a kid once more.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
★★ Take your time getting moving. If you

want to laze around your home and do nothing,
make it OK. Get as much sleep as you can. You
might want to play it low-key. Forget it. Events
force you into the limelight. Tonight: The center
of the action.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
★★★★ Others only add to your confu-

sion. Don’t try to write anyone else’s script. Just
accept those around you as they are, though you
might find they are a bit silly. Emphasize your
long-term goals. Tonight: Friends delight you.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
★★★★★ You need to be available, as a

responsibility will demand your attention. You will
feel very good about yourself and how you han-
dle a key person in your life. Don’t be serious all
day; get together with friends. Tonight: Go for
what you want.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
★★★★★ Spontaneity throws you into

some amusing and very different situations. You
might even rub your Aladdin’s lamp and go out of
town on a whim. Don’t worry about others’ judg-
ments. Do what is right for you. Tonight: Think of
what you haven’t done, and do it.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
★★★★ A partner takes the lead, which

might relieve you. You discover how deeply you
are cared about. Financial matters might need
deeper insight. Use care with someone you meet
right now. This person might not be what he or
she seems. Tonight: Follow another’s lead.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
★★★★★ Others do their best to lure you

into their plans. Enjoy this activity. It isn’t every
day that everyone wants you to join him or her.
Wherever you are, there will be a tendency to go
ever so slightly overboard. Tonight: Wind down
with an important interchange.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
★★★ Play it easy, even if you have some

important errands or a project to do. A roommate,
friend or family member will appreciate the time
you take to share a hobby. Money spills out of
your pockets. Tonight: Nap and then decide.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
★★★★★ You have a delightful manner

that helps everyone relax. Your innate playfulness
and spirit of friendship emerge no matter what
you do or who your companion is. Be aware of a
potential new friend, if single. Tonight: Light up
the evening sky.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
★★★ You might be hard-pressed to do

what you want, which is stay close to home. A
call or invitation just might lure you out of your
neighborhood. You actually will have a better time
straying from home. Tonight: Getting friskier by
the moment.
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Act like a kid, Gemini
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SURF CENTER santa monica

bCore Surf/Lifestyle Shop bbCore Surf/Lifestyle Shop b
1451 THIRD STREET PROMENADE
IN SANTA MONICA • 310.656.CURL

SURF REPORT

LOW TIDES HIGH TIDES
Morning Height Evening Height Morning Height Evening Height

Today the
water Is:

62°
On Saturday, expect the last, lagging periods to arrive from
the southern hemi SW with size chest- to shoulder-high.
Hurricane swell should fade with possibly still some chest-
high sets. The NW wind swell is expected to be quite peaky
with only 8-10 second periods at best. 
On Sunday, the southern hemi SW will be from a steeper
angle of about 170-180, and size should back down to
chest-high. Wind swell is expected to fade.

Write us at alex@smdp.com
and tell us what the surf is doing today at your local break.

The Surf Report is sponsored by:

Sponsored by...

SATURDAY N/A N/A 2:16 4.9 N/A N/A 10:59 0.8
SUNDAY 10:13 3.7 N/A N/A 7:22 3.8 4:00 4.7
MONDAY 12:11 0.6 12:02 3.4 7:41 4.1 5:29 4.8
TUESDAY 1:00 0.4 12:52 2.9 8:00 4.3 8:29 5.0
WEDNESDAY 1:35 0.3 1:27 2.5 8:17 4.5 7:12 5.3

The GalleyEST. 1934

THE Q-LINE
RESPONSES
ARE IN!

WE HAVE THE QUESTIONS.
YOU HAVE THE ANSWERS.

CHECK OUT THIS WEEK’S Q-LINE
RESPONSES ON PAGE 4.
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Rediscover The Galley’s genuine
service while experiencing our new
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beautiful outdoor patio.
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SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA
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100 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1800
Santa Monica 90401

BACK/UNFILED
TAXES?

Everybody loves kids on Pier this weekend
By Daily Press staff

It’s going to be a party at the Santa Monica Pier on Sunday, benefiting UCLA’s
Mattel Children’s Hospital.

Actress Patricia Heaton (“Everybody Loves Raymond”) is the celebrity honoree
at the sixth annual Mattel Party on the Pier, a family event featuring celebrity
appearances, carnival booth games, a silent auction, Mattel’s very own Barbie® and
unlimited rides in Pacific Park. A sell-out crowd of 1,400 is expected. Attendees
include pediatric patients, families, hospital staff and other supporters.

The event will take place from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Sunday, Sept. 25.
Party on the Pier is one of the major annual fundraising events for Mattel

Children’s Hospital at UCLA. Funds raised help care for young patients, advance
research on childhood diseases and teach the new generation of pediatricians. Mattel
Children’s Hospital at UCLA is a “hospital-within-a-hospital” located at UCLA
Medical Center in Westwood. The hospital offers a full spectrum of primary and
specialized medical care for infants, children and adolescents. The mission of
Mattel Children’s Hospital at UCLA is to provide state-of-the-art treatment for chil-
dren in a compassionate atmosphere, as well as to improve the understanding and
treatment of pediatric diseases.

Francis prints are donated to SMC
By Daily Press staff

Santa Monica College has announced that Martin Sosin has donated 18 original
Sam Francis prints to the college, which are currently hanging in the campus’
library.

“The pieces are beautiful and they make the library a more lively place,” said
Mona Martin, dean of learning resources and head librarian. “We’re extremely
grateful for the generosity of Mr. Sosin.”

Some of the prints will be moved to The Madison Project of Santa Monica
College, a 541-seat theater currently under construction, when it opens in 2007.

Sosin, a Santa Monica tax attorney, was the business manager and close friend of
Francis, the renowned abstract painter who created much of his work in Santa
Monica, from 1962 until Francis’ death in 1994.

In 2003, SMC presented the first public showing of a collection of Francis paint-
ings from the private collections of Sosin and members of his family.

“I had always promised Sam Francis I would do everything in my power to
expand his legacy as an abstract expressionist,” Sosin said. “The library gives his
work wide exposure. And I wanted to commemorate that marvelous library, to show
that SMC is a premiere place to go to school.”

Associated with the abstract expressionist movement and Clement Greenberg’s post-
painterly abstraction, Francis also was influenced by French painting and Japanese art.

With its sensitivity to sensuous color and light, Francis’ early work related to the
organic forms of Jackson Pollock and Clyfford Still, and the atmospheric color veils
of Mark Rothko. In his use of space on the canvas to allow free circulation of strong
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See BRIEFS, page 13
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The New York Times recently ran a
story about a movement to encourage
younger kids to hunt. This is not just a
program to teach young children gun
safety or how to participate in target
shooting. Some states have a minimum
age of 12 for hunting. This movement
thinks 12 is too old, and would like to get
as many grade-school kids as possible out
there hunting animals. It is spearheaded
by a hunter named Kevin Hoyt. Since it
was presented as a news story in the New
York Times, they didn’t take a position or
judge it. Since this is on our opinion page,
I may take a position: This is crazy!

Fourth-grader Samantha Marley won a
free “dream hunt” from the generous Hoyt.
For three days, she hunted with Hoyt.
Other kids go to Disneyland or visit
Washington D.C. She got to shoot animals.

There are about 2 million fewer
hunters today than 20 years ago. Some
people see this as a bad thing. One of Mr.
Hoyt’s hunting buddies says, “Hunters
should be included as an extinct species
because we’re falling away so fast, we
need to be protected.” Somehow, I don’t
have the same sympathy I have for whales
or elephants as for the “endangered
species” of the camouflaged deer hunter.

You might think that even though Mr.
Hoyt sees nothing wrong with 6-year-olds
hunting, he would at least believe that if a
kid is still in diapers, he’s too young to
take hunting. Not so. He proudly tells of
taking his 2-month-old son deer hunting.
He wore the kid in a backpack as he shot
a deer. He explained that he was “stuck”
home baby-sitting, but felt like hunting.
And many of you thought Michael
Jackson dangling that baby out of the
hotel window was child abuse. I under-
stand that sometimes parents may feel
“stuck” and may be bored while they sit
with a baby. But is getting out the old
shotgun the only alternative? How about
playing games? How about reading the
kid a story? Or, I guess he could’ve taught
the baby how to juggle knives.

The idea is to recruit hunters at a young
age, and then they’ll be hunters for life.
The tobacco and liquor industries have
used the same approach for years. The
difference is that tobacco and liquor can
take years to kill, but hunting can do it
instantly. 

Accidents happen in hunting.
Accidents happen during most activities,
but most activities don’t involve guns and
camouflage. So, it’s reasonable to expect
that as more and more elementary school
kids pick up guns and hunt, more and
more kids will be involved in hunting
accidents. Isn’t this reason enough to dis-
courage this practice?

This movement to arm young kids and
teach them to hunt is not just the goal of a
few individuals. The National Shooting
Sports Foundation, the U.S. Sportsmen’s
Alliance, and the National Wild Turkey
Federation have started an organization
called, Families Afield, to lobby states to
lower the age at which children can hunt
and loosen the requirements that say a
young hunter must be accompanied by a
parent. On one of their Web sites, these
folks bemoan the fact that because of
these rules, kids are discouraged from
hunting and “more and more youngsters
are settling into other activities like video
games and organized sports.” Wow, sure
wouldn’t want them playing baseball
instead of drawing a bead on a moose.

Getting back to 9-year-old Samantha,
sounding like the kid she is, she says,
“Almost anything you hunt is pretty fun.”
She and her dad are proud of the fact that
she shot her first deer when she was 7,
and bagged her first turkey the same year.
Both animals are trophies on a wall at
home. This is America, so I guess your
kid can hang whatever he or she wants to
in your house. But personally, I like the
idea of a kid’s drawings being hung on the
refrigerator, rather than a kid’s killings
being hung on the wall.

(Lloyd Garver has written for many
television shows, ranging from “Sesame
Street” to “Family Ties” to “Frasier.” He
also has read many books, some of them in
hardcover. He writes the “Modern Times”
column for CBSnews.com’s opinion page
and a weekly column for SportsLine.com.
He can be reached at smdp@lloydgarver-
moderntimes.com.)

Of bullets and blankies
MODERN
TIMES

BY LLOYD GARVER

✆ “I do not support the creation of a new
bus lane as an attempt to ease traffic con-
gestion. I think we will have much more
congestion with the bus lane. If some hours
during the day one lane is taken away, how
does that ease congestion? I have always
said that City Council members should have
their heads examined, everyone except
Shriver because they don’t know what the
hell they are doing. Why people voted them
in I could never understand. It is a horrible
mess of traffic in this city anyhow and a bus
lane is going to make it worse.”

✆ “When it comes to public transport
the Big Blue Bus is a marvelous, affirmative
action welfare program for the well off. It’s
rumored a driver made $90,000 last year
and keeps an airplane at the Santa Monica
Airport he uses to commute. We don’t need
more bus lanes, we should scrap the whole
system and let jitneys operate.”

✆ “It looks like another ploy of the Santa
Monica City Council to push out the small
business man. It’s really something the way
that council acts. Bush is always screaming
out about terrorism. My God, we have ter-
rorists on the City Council. They’re always
trying to sock it to everybody. It’s just a
shame, I don’t know why the citizens of
Santa Monica don’t wake up and get rid of
those people. When election comes up, I for
one will do all I can in my power to get that
mob out of there.”

✆ “Public transportation has to be given
priority if this region is ever to become func-
tional. Bicycles however, do not belong on
the main road. They are a hazard to them-
selves and everybody else ...”

✆ “I certainly do not support the new
bus lane on Lincoln Boulevard. One only has
to read Bill Bauer’s column, ‘My Write,’ to
see why this is yet another harebrained idea
of the City Council and their equally dim
traffic engineers.”

✆ “The city of Santa Monica has the stu-
pidest people in the world running the traf-
fic outside of the people in the Bush admin-
istration. These idiots put stop signs at
every corner, one-way streets, speed
bumps, they put all these roundabouts and
curbs that make it impossible to make a
right turn when someone is waiting for the
red light. This bus lane is just one more
attempt to screw up traffic and hurt the
small businesses. All the big chains have
their own parking lots so obviously Santa
Monica doesn’t care about the small
busin•sses they want to drive every single
one of them out of the city. Next thing you
know Santa Monica will be nothing but
chain stores and bums and traffic jams
caused by the idiots running the traffic.”

✆ “Absolutely not, it’s another stupid
idea by the traffic managers in Santa
Monica to mess up traffic throughout the
entire city. The roundabouts, the narrow
lanes, the other traffic nuisances. Those
speed bumps are idiotic and cause more

accidents. Check the curbs and you can see
where all the black marks are. Bill Bauer’s
article in Monday’s paper on page four is a
perfect response to this.”

✆ “Well here they go again. Trying to fix
something that isn’t broken. The buses run
very smoothly on our streets. There aren’t
hundreds of buses running at the same time
clogging up the traffic. If people were more
patient and drove sensibly, there would be no
problems. The council goes to fix things that
they think are probably simple to fix and
they’re not broken. They’re not getting the
real problems addressed in our city like the
homeless situation which has been going on
for years and years and years. They go for
stuff that doesn’t need to be fixed. The traf-
fic is fine. Yes, it’s heavy, there’s tons of peo-
ple here today, more and more companies,
corporations, businesses. But to make a lane
just for the buses? Come on, get off.”

✆ “No, that is just another example of
nickel and dimming social engineering by
our rulers. Power hungry politicians and
bureaucrats jerking us around. It does noth-
ing to solve the root cause of the problem
which is increasing over population. If our
rulers really wanted to do something about
traffic congestion, affordable housing short-
ages, pollution, etc. they would ...”

✆ “I am for the bus only lane in Santa
Monica. I like it. Here’s the difference between
this one and the one on Wilshire. This one is
only peak hours in each direction. I think a.m.
is northbound and p.m. is southbound. So the
businesses complaining about that they are
losing business, they are not really paying
attention to what the officials from the Big Blue
Bus and the city transportation department are
saying. They are assuming it’s like Wilshire, it’s
not. One side of Lincoln Boulevard will still be
open for parking in the opposite direction. I
think it’s a good idea to have a bus lane
because it would speed up the buses.”

✆ “I strongly support the new bus lane
because faster public transportation is essen-
tial for increased bus ridership. The business-
es along Lincoln that are complaining need to
do their part to help ease traffic congestion
and go along with the bus lane program.
Perhaps more people will take the bus to their
businesses if they cannot find convenient
parking. I am more likely to patronize a busi-
ness that supports public transportation and
stay away from those that don’t.”

✆ “When one considers that Lincoln
Boulevard starts off in a northbound direc-
tion from Sepulveda Boulevard in
Westchester near LAX airport and ends up
at San Vicente Boulevard in Santa Monica
and is the only feasible alternative route to
Santa Monica and all destinations north-
west, I doubt anything can be done regard-
ing the daily congestion that exists on
Lincoln Boulevard, which is known to be an
eyesore street for many years. A special bus
lane will not attract new riders, especially
those of the yuppie-class generation. I say
no to a special bus lane.

IS THE BLUE BUS CALLING US?
This past week, Q-line asked:

“Do you support the creation of a bus-only lane on Lincoln Boulevard as an attempt
to ease traffic despite the loss of some street parking?”

Here are your responses:



Here is a little quiz for all of you
endurance athletes out there. Wait. Don’t
stop reading, this is really easy. Simply
answer YES or NO to the following ques-
tions:

1. Are you hungry right now? 
(If you answered YES, continue with

the quiz. If you answered NO, you can go
ahead and stop there because you obvi-
ously are not an endurance athlete.)

2. Do you start thinking about what
you will have for dinner early in the day
— like at breakfast?

3. Do you go to bed at night after a
huge meal and still dream of fairy tale
lands where banana boats sail on oatmeal
seas lined with palm trees made of bacon?

4. Do you find yourself stealing food
off your friend’s plates when they are not
looking? What about strangers?

5. Have you had to stop at least once
already while reading this article to get up
and have a snack? And, are you still hun-
gry?

If you answered yes to these questions
I have some good news and some bad
news. The bad news is that your condition
is serious and probably incurable. You are
most likely an endurance junkie. It’s not
your fault. Scientists actually believe that
this condition might possibly be genetic,
or that it may be tied to prolonged expo-
sure to spandex. More studies still need to
be conducted. The good news is that you
are not alone. Next to obesity, obsessive
exercising is the fastest growing health
condition in the United States. This epi-
demic seems to be especially rampant in
the greater Los Angeles area where the
number of those afflicted with the disease
has spiked dramatically in the past
decade.

As you have probably gathered from
the quiz, endurance junkies often suffer
from chronic insatiable hunger. The rea-
son for this is that people training for

endurance events require food intake in
the neighborhood of 3,000 to 5,000 plus
calories a day to balance out their expen-
diture. That’s roughly 10 Big Macs, a
daunting daily menu plan for even the
heartiest of eaters. The problem however
is further exacerbated by the fact that
endurance junkies are often also health
freaks. This powerful combination can
mean that they are forced to get the bulk
of their daily calories from healthy
sources such as fruits and vegetables.
They are often even forced to resort to
eating carbohydrates. 

If you or someone you love suffers
with this, there is hope. Getting through
the days can be tough, but it is not impos-
sible. Here are a few simple things you
can do to make living with this disease a
little easier:

1. Always carry snacks. Hunger can
come on unannounced at any time and is
often accompanied with grumpiness.
Don’t risk hurting the ones you love.

2. Be a member of the “clean plate
club.” You may not want to finish that last
bite, but you know you are going to be
hungry in an hour so push through the
pain.

3. Desserts are your friends. Nothing
puts those extra few hundred calories into
a meal like a piece of cake. And who
doesn’t like cake?

4. The average beer has about 150
calories. Drink up.

With a little education and a few simple
lifestyle changes most endurance junkies
can become happy, well-adjusted mem-
bers of society. In fact, you may have
friends with this disease and never even
know it. In an effort to raise awareness and
money to help those junkies in dire need I
am thinking of planning an Ironman event
here in Santa Monica. All proceeds will go
to help those racing of course.

(Thaddeus Reichley is a pro triathlete
and middle school teacher living and
training in Santa Monica. He has been an
endurance junkie for about 11 years, and
has learned to cope with his disease and
live a happy and fulfilling life. Send ques-
tions, comments, and concerns to thad-
scolumn@yahoo.com.)
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1006 Wilshire Blvd. (at 10th) 

Free parking in back. 

Monday – Saturday from 10 to 6.  Sunday 12 to 5. 

310-394-9417 

www.magellans.com 

AMERICA’S LEADING SOURCE OF TRAVEL SUPPLIES 

Our portable travel utility 

scale is light, yet weighs 

luggage up to 50 pounds so 

you can avoid overweight 

luggage fees. We also have  

a 100 pound scale for 

international flights. 

 

 

Avoid expensive  

surprises at  

the airport 

01588159

Windstar Cruises

Disney AAA Vacations

Contiki

Grand Canyon Railway

Crystal Cruises

Holland America

Princess Cruises

Tauck Tours

Pleasant Holidays

Trafalgar

Carnival Cruises

Book any tour or cruise before Sep. 30th and receive a gift certificate
Contact AAA Travel Agency Manager Caroline Brigge
(310) 453-5871 brigge.caroline@aaa-calif.com
2730 Santa Monica Blvd., Santa Monica CA 90404

Testing your endurance
can make a difference

EXERCISE
YOUR RIGHT!
BY THADDEUS REICHLEY

BENEFIT FOR HURRICANE
ANIMAL VICTIMS

Music, Entertainment, Dancing, Prizes, 
Gourmet Food, Wine, Suprise Guests.

Stop in after work or after dinner! 
Have fun with other animal lovers!

All proceeds go to helping the hurricane Animal Victims.
Sponsored by: unleashthebeach.org and presented in association

with  Animal General Hospital and Edgemar
Valet available or metered parking across the street.

Wednesday, September 28
6:30 to 11pm

at the theatre: 2437 Main St. Santa Monica
Suggested Donation is $30, but come and give what you can.
Pre-sale tickets available online at www.unleashthebeach.org

...............................



BY BRIAN SKOLOFF 
Associated Press Writer 

SAN FRANCISCO — Rebuilding San
Francisco after a major earthquake would
change its human face, hastening gentrifi-
cation and driving out poor and elderly
residents, experts and city officials warn. 

Experts say there’s a 62 percent chance
a quake with a magnitude of 6.7 or higher
will hit the San Francisco Bay area within
several decades — or tomorrow.
Thousands of homes would be rendered
uninhabitable, displacing up to 300,000
residents, almost half the city’s popula-
tion, according to some projections. 

Since Hurricane Katrina left thousands
homeless along the Gulf Coast, there’s
been renewed interest in how San
Francisco would fare in a massive earth-
quake. A key issue would be creating
replacement housing for the poor in one
of the nation’s most expensive markets.
About 16,000 San Francisco residents live
in public housing projects, and many
more are packed into illegally subdivided
properties as a way to afford rent. 

“The people with the fewest resources
are going to be the ones who will com-
pletely lose their homes and once they’re
rebuilt, they won’t be able to afford
them,” said seismologist Mary Lou
Zoback of the U.S. Geological Survey.
“There’s this looming problem that’s not
so different from the levees in New
Orleans breaching.” 

One reason San Francisco’s housing
stock would be so hard-hit is because the

city is a notoriously pricey place to live —
especially to own a home. Sixty-five per-
cent of its residents are renters, second
only to New York City. 

Enduring political support for rent con-
trol has enabled the city to maintain some
economic diversity, but Zoback said it
also adds to the problem, providing little
incentive for landlords to bring their
buildings up to safety codes. 

According to the San Francisco Housing
Data Book, the city had 146,000 rent-con-
trolled apartments in 2002, accounting for
about 75 percent of rental units. 

After the 1989 Loma Prieta quake, which
killed 63 people and caused $6 billion dol-
lars in structural damage, the city created a
fund to help property owners make their
buildings less vulnerable to quakes and
fires. But few took advantage of the pro-
gram because it was too complicated, said
Frank Gallagher, deputy director of the
Treasure Island Development Authority. 

He predicts a real estate feeding frenzy
in the aftermath of a major quake. 

“Where would the poor people go?
Who knows?” Gallagher said. “In the long
run, you’d see developers swoop in to
develop some of the most expensive real
estate in the country.” 

But poor and working class residents
aren’t the only ones who may be homeless
after the next Big One. Families that paid
hundreds of thousands of dollars to own
homes in quaint neighborhoods could also
find themselves scrambling for shelter. 

An unfinished $350,000 study on seis-
mic vulnerability commissioned by the

city predicted a 7.2-magnitude quake
along the San Andreas Fault would cause
an estimated $13.7 billion in damage,
about half of it in residential areas. 

The report noted that the city’s west
side, which encompasses Golden Gate
Park and where two-bedroom homes can
cost as much as $700,000, would be dev-
astated because so many structures are
wood-framed and old. 

“Any shake or movement would pretty
much collapse entire buildings,” said San
Francisco Supervisor Fiona Ma, who rep-
resents a west side district of largely mid-
dle-to-upper-income residents. 

Units are “all stacked up next to each
other and use each other for support,” Ma
said, “so as soon as one goes down, pretty
much the whole block would go down.” 

Ma said that while most of her constituents
own their properties, many don’t have earth-
quake insurance — only 15 percent of
Californians do — and would likely be forced
out of the area by the high rebuilding costs. 

Fire also is a threat. 

The 1906 earthquake left thousands of
people dead, 225,000 homeless and
28,000 buildings destroyed, about 90 per-
cent from post-quake blazes. 

Today, San Francisco has about twice
the population and triple the daytime
work force, and many of its buildings are
pre-World War II wood structures that
remain susceptible to fires. In 1987, San
Francisco’s fire chief proclaimed the
metropolis a “city built to burn.” 

Much of the substandard housing
throughout the city would have to be
demolished after a major earthquake and
subsequent fires, warned Jeanne Perkins,
the earthquake program manager for the
Association of Bay Area Governments. 

Residents of coastal Louisiana are see-
ing those predictions play out in real life.
In St. Bernard Parish, a community of
66,000 just east of New Orleans, officials
estimate that as much as 80 percent of the
structures will have to be razed. 

“There are lots of these buildings in
San Francisco,” Perkins said. 
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St. Monica Parish Community

725 California Avenue, Santa Monica
(Lincoln at California)

Friday, Sept. 23 · 6:00 PM - 10:30 PM
Saturday, Sept. 24 · 10:00 AM - 10:30 PM

Sunday, Sept. 25 ·10:00 AM - 9:00 PM

Event and race info:
(310) 393-9287 x550
www.stmonica.net

Admission: $2 Adults, $1 Seniors 65+ and students 12-17,
Free for kids under 12 with paid adult admission

Octoberfair

Santa Monica 5K
on Sept. 24

Join the fun at the 42nd Annual

Enter raffle for a chance to win
a 2005 Ford Mustang, a 2005 Vespa,

an IBM Laptop, or $1,000 cash!

Event Sponsors: Beverly Hills Teddy Bear Company · Buerge Motor Car Company · Charly Temmel Ice Cream · Dagwood's Pizza · Farmer John
Fatburger · First Federal Bank · Gates,  Kingsley & Gates Moeller Murphy · Mission Beverage · Nestlé · O'Briens · Saint John's  Health Center

San Gennaro Restaurant · Urth Caffé · Verizon · Nick Antonicello · Paul Dougherty · Roland & Gloria Herbst · Anita Finie · Mr. & Mrs. James Flaherty, III
Cynthia Frame · Margaret & John Given · D.D. Gore · Kirk & Ellen Hartman · William W.  Leyhe · Lynn James & Anne Madsen · Frances & Joseph Molloy

Mr. & Mrs. R. A.  McDonough · Colleen & John Morrissey · Mr. & Mrs. William Mortensen · Dan Oliva · Carolyn & Joe Reece · Tracy & Karen Ritchey
Trudy & Bill Rutledge · Bob and Carol Sievers · Cynthia L. & William E. Simon, Jr. Foundation · Fay & Tonny Soesanto · Jeannette Trepp

Delicious Food

Games & Rides

Chili Cook-off

Bingo Games

Craft Boutique

Diaper Dash

Pancake Breakfast

Coffee House

Exciting Raffle

Live Entertainment

Major SF quake could chase the poor
“Where would the poor people go? Who knows?
In the long run, you’d see developers swoop in 

to develop some of the most expensive 
real estate in the country.” 

FRANK GALLAGHER
Deputy director of the Treasure Island Development Authority



STATE

BY TOM CHORNEAU 
Associated Press Writer 

SACRAMENTO — Arnold Schwarz-
enegger’s rise from immigrant to Holly-
wood superstar won him the hearts of
California’s big Hispanic population two
years ago, and their votes helped elect
him governor. 

But after stumbling over border issues,
rejecting legislation that would benefit
immigrants and picking an election fight
with public employee unions, Schwarz-
enegger finds himself very unpopular
with this critically important group and
looking to improve his image. 

Moving to shore up his standing among
the state’s 12 million Hispanics — about a
third of the population — Schwarzenegger
travels Friday for his first official visit to
the capital of Baja California for meetings
with Mexican leaders. 

His political campaign plans to spend
more than $1 million in the coming weeks
for ads on Spanish language television to
promote his ballot measures on the
upcoming Nov. 8 election. 

Some are not sure those efforts will be
enough. 

“He’s lost a big part of the Latino
community for good,” said Jamie
Regalado, executive director Pat Brown
Institute of Public Affairs at California
State University, Los Angeles. “Some he
may be able to bring back but he needs to
reverse this sense of indifference many
feel he has toward Latinos.” 

Indeed, recent polls show that just 17
percent of Hispanic voters approve of
Schwarzenegger’s job performance. That
stands in sharp contrast to the nearly 30
percent of Hispanics that voted for him in
the 2003 recall election — considered a
huge win for a Republican in California. 

His troubles started when he opposed
granting drivers licenses to illegal immi-
grants. But then he also proposed big
health and welfare spending cuts that
would have hit Hispanics hard. 

In a highly publicized miscue earlier
this year, Schwarzenegger said
California’s border with Mexico should be
closed — a remark he quickly corrected
and apologized for. Schwarzenegger said
he meant the border should be secured. 

He has since consistently called for
tighter border controls but has praised a
citizen border patrol that President Bush
called vigilantes. Some of his border

statements have been made during inter-
views with right-wing radio talk shows,
most of which are considered hostile to
immigrants. 

Although he has led a trade missions to
Japan and Israel and has another planned
for China, Schwarzenegger has visited
Mexico — the state’s largest trading part-
ner — just once and only for a brief din-
ner meeting. 

The combination of issues has led even
some Republicans to worry about
Schwarzenegger’s standing with this
important political group. Last week’s
GOP convention in Anaheim was buzzing
about an open letter several Hispanic
Republicans circulated criticizing
Schwarzenegger on Hispanic issues, such
as not appointing enough Hispanics to
high ranking posts. 

The governor’s aides tell a much dif-
ferent story about his record. 

They note that 10 percent of appoint-
ments have been Hispanic — out of a tiny
pool of applicants. They point to several
top posts going to Hispanics including his
chief spokeswoman, Margita Thompson, a
member of the University of California
Regents, Fred Ruiz, as well as one Cabinet
secretary and one department head. 

They also argue that his pro-business
policies have helped many small busi-
nesses — including those owned by
Hispanics. 

And they point out that he has done
many things for Hispanics, including a
groundbreaking order long sought by
farmworkers and rejected by previous
governors that mandates breaks and train-
ing to avoid heat stroke. 

“I don’t think we’ve done a good job of
telling our story,” said Mindy Fletcher,
Schwarzenegger’s deputy chief of staff
for external affairs. 

Mike Murphy, Schwarzenegger’s top
campaign strategist, said the polls are mis-
leading and there remains a reservoir of sup-
port for the governor. “This was an impor-
tant group in the recall election and there’s
still a lot good will there,” he said. “We just
have to muscle up our message to them.” 

Still, Democratic political consultant
Kam Kuwata said in many ways
Schwarzenegger does not appear to be
sympathetic to Hispanics. 

“There is a perception that he has dis-
missed this group, and appearance in pol-
itics is more important than reality,” he
said. 
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INNOVATIVE
MEDICAL
TREATMENTS
FOR
ALCOHOLISM
AND DRUG
ADDICTION
Introducing a new medical approach
Current research shows that chronic alcohol or drug
abuse leads to chemical changes in the brain. These
changes in biology play an important role in the
hallmarks of addiction, including tolerance, cravings,
withdrawal symptoms and relapse.

Introducing PROMETA™, medically supervised
treatments specifically designed to target alcohol,
cocaine and methamphetamine dependence on a
biological level.

Information and conversation
Here is an opportunity to learn the latest about
addiction as a medical disease, and to find out more
about the innovative and discreet PROMETA™
treatment programs.  You’ll also have a chance to ask
questions about your own situation or that of
someone close to you.

Free educational seminar
September 27, 2005

6:30–8:30 pm
Matthew Torrington, MD
Luxe Hotel Sunset Blvd

Luxe II Room
11461 Sunset Blvd.

Los Angeles, CA 90049

For information and reservations, 
call 1-866-426-3741

or go to www.prometainfo.com

Every disease deserves 
medical treatment.

PROMETA™ is not for everyone. Only a PROMETA™ treating physician can make the determination of 
whether PROMETA™ is appropriate for any individual patient.

Governor’s star power
among Hispanics is fading

By The Associated Press

WHEELER RIDGE — A magnitude-3.6
earthquake shook an area north of Los
Angeles on Friday, an aftershock to a
magnitude-4.7 quake a day earlier. 

There were no immediate reports of
injuries or damage from the latest quake
at 3:21 a.m. Friday. 

A swarm of temblors Thursday in the
San Joaquin Valley about 70 miles north-
west of Los Angeles began with a magni-
tude-3.4 jolt that was quickly followed by
the 4.7 at 1:24 p.m., according to the U.S.
Geological Survey in Pasadena. 

Seismologists recorded at least several

lesser aftershocks. 
“We felt it pretty good, like someone

picked up the store and shook it,” said
Donald Sullivan, an employee at the Mettler
Renegade truck stop and gas station. 

The area has had quakes before, but
this one still made people jump, he said.
Other than drinks rattling off the shelves,
though, it didn’t do any real harm, he said. 

The quakes occurred near the White
Wolf fault. The last time that fault caused
a major earthquake was in 1952 when an
estimated magnitude-7.5 temblor killed
12 people and injured 18. Schwarz-
enegger starts campaign with effort to
woo Hispanics 

Aftershock quake
shakes north of L.A.



GEORGE CHUNG REALTORS

Featured Agent — Tatiana Abramian

Our Listings

OUR MORTGAGE PARTNER: ARE FINANCIAL

As a realtor, my commitment to every client is to perform my duties professionally and to make
all transactions easier for both buyers and sellers. It is my belief that hard work, honesty, integri-
ty and professionalism are the foundation for success. My life-long experience and the discipline
of many years of  yoga and aikido have enhanced my consistency and determination to perform
at the highest level possible. If you give me your trust, I will exercise every tool in my power to
make sure that your real estate experience will be a smooth and happy one.

• 100% Loan-to-Value — No money down required
• No documentation loans available
• Prior bankruptcy or mortgage rates won’t disqualify you from becoming pre-
approved for your new dream home
• Non-owner occupied property loans welcome and multi-unit property loans.
• Loan programs that offer a 1% starting rate. This allows a 500K-loan amount
to make only a $1608 payment
• Pre-approval in minutes for a purchase of a new home or refinance of an
existing home today

2560 FEDERAL AVE  LOS ANGELES
Beautiful 1929 Spanish with all the original details. Coved ceil-
ings with defining arches make this home charming and full of
character.  Dramatic light fixtures adorn this home  along with
a Malibu Tile fireplace in the Living room.  New Tile Roof, New
Driveway, New Patio Intricately designer laid linoleum flooring in
kitchen and breakfast nook.  Tiled bathroom with the original
bathtub. Beautiful hardwood floors.

13103 VENICE BLVD LOS ANGELES, CA 90066
Corner lot in Mar Vista, Duplex, Great income
property, Unit one is one bedroom one bath rent
$900, Unit two is two bedroom and 1.75 bath,
With remodeled kitchen. Both units can be avail-
able vacant. Buyer can set income amount.

3218 CORINTH- TROUSDALE
Location! Location! Location! Beautiful, Tree-Lined Street in Westdale
Trousdale Area of Mar Vista. 3Bdrms+2.75Baths.  Living Room w/FPLC
+ Family Room Combination w/ Sky Lights.  Formal Dining Room.
Spacious Landscaped Back Yard w/ Entry from Family Room.  Carpet
Floors.  Enlarged Updated Kitchen w/ Breakfast Area & Adjoining
Laundry Room.  Central Air & Heating.

3586 S. BENTLEY AV LOS ANGELES
Traditional Remodeled 2br And 1.75ba Home Located In
Wonderful Palms/ Mar Vista. Bright Living Room And Dining
Room With Hwd Floors, Remodeled Kitchen W/ Adjoining Laundry
Room. Wall Air Conditioning. Automatic Sprinklers.Kitchen Bay
Window Overlooking A Lovely Private Backyard W/ A Patio Area....

4042 BEETHOVEN-  LOS ANGELES
Beautiful Home in the Mar Vista Area, Newly painted exterior,
Fireplace in living room, Hardwood floors throughout, Formal
dining room, New composition shingle roof, 100 amp Main
circuit breaker, Service Porch for laundry, Full bath with tub
and stall shower, Fenced rear yard, 2 car garage with new
driveway

(310) 745-3190 OR (310) 391-6346

CALL FOR THESE OR ANY OTHER PROPERTIES TODAY! (310) 391-6346

$829,000

$785,000

$1,050,000

$1,100,000

$759,000 11345 VENICE BLVD LOS ANGELES
Clean four unit in Mar Vista area. Inspection after accepted
offer Do not disturbed tenant. Must participate will 1031
exchange Roof 1 year old. 3 unit-2 bedroom 1 bath. Ron
Kuraoka 310-943-7665...

*WE OFFER A 1% START RATE!
30 year fixed  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5.25%
10 year/1 arm . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5.375%
7 year 1/arm . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5.25%
5 year 1/arm . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5.125%
3 year 1/arm . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4.875%
* APR 4.774%. Loan subject to borrower qualifications, property evaluations, and
credit approval. All rates and program guidlines subject to change without notice.

$680,000



BY ELLIOT SPAGAT 
Associated Press Writer 

SAN DIEGO — Greyhound Lines Inc.,
the nation’s largest intercity bus compa-
ny, has threatened to fire employees who
sell bus tickets to illegal immigrants
under an internal policy that some
Hispanic advocacy groups are calling an
invitation to racial profiling. 

The “Transportation of Illegal Aliens”
policy warns Greyhound’s customer ser-
vice employees to beware of people in
large groups, moving in single file and
traveling with little or no luggage. It says
other telltale signs include people “trying
to hide or stay out of plain view” or large
groups led by a “guide” who holds every-
one’s tickets. 

Greyhound also says immigrant smug-
glers give themselves away by calling bus
stations to ask if immigration authorities
are present, and by loitering, repeatedly
buying large numbers of tickets for other
people and using phrases like, “These
guys just crossed the line,” “my cargo,”
and “I’ve got to move my people.” 

The policy warns that failure to comply
could result in the employee’s firing and
possibly arrest. 

Kimberly Plaskett, a Greyhound
spokeswoman, said she didn’t know how
many customers have been denied tickets
under the policy but called it a “pretty rare”
occurrence. The Dallas-based company
adopted the policy in 2002 in response to
the criminal indictment of a now-defunct,
California bus company that pleaded guilty
to immigrant smuggling, she said. 

The policy was largely unknown out-
side the company until La Opinion, a
Spanish-language newspaper in Los
Angeles, reported on it earlier this month. 

The National Network for Immigrant
and Refugee Rights, an advocacy group in
Oakland, provided a copy of the three-
page policy to The Associated Press.
Greyhound confirmed its accuracy. 

Two migrant advocacy groups held a
conference call with Greyhound attorneys
on Sept. 9 to urge the company to recon-
sider its position, saying it invites dis-
crimination against Hispanics. 

“When the standard is that you should
know who is in the U.S. illegally, it is a
recipe for singling out Latinos,” said
Cecilia Munoz of the National Council of
La Raza in Washington, D.C., who partic-
ipated in the call. “You’re not going to go
after the Irish-looking guy.” 

John Trasvina of the Mexican
American Legal Defense and Education
Fund in Los Angeles, who also joined the
call, took issue with Greyhound’s require-
ment that employees deny tickets to “any-

one you know or believe to be an illegal
alien.” 

"On what basis does someone know it
or believe to know that?” Trasvina said.
“There’s a great risk that the employee
will go overboard.” 

Large Hispanic groups are more likely
to be targeted than a Japanese or German
tour group, he said. 

Greyhound notes that while the policy
prohibits profiling based on “race, nation-
al heritage, gender, age, religion, disabili-
ty, etc,” federal law also makes it a crime
to knowingly transport an illegal immi-
grant. 

“We have to comply with federal law
or we face pretty severe consequences —
criminal indictments, seizure of assets,”
she said. 

The policy was adopted in response to
the 2001 indictment of Golden State
Transportation Co. of Los Angeles on
immigrant smuggling charges. The com-
pany later filed for bankruptcy and it
pleaded guilty last year to transporting an
estimated 42,100 illegal immigrants from
Tucson, Ariz., to Los Angeles, using a
roundabout route through Las Vegas to
avoid Border Patrol checkpoints. The
company paid a $3 million fine and for-
feited a downtown Phoenix terminal. 

According to the indictment, buses
typically left border cities after midnight
to escape detection. Passengers appeared
dirty, had no luggage, hid in the bushes
near terminals and boarded buses at the
last minute, prosecutors said. 

“It wasn’t one criteria, but you put
them all together and it was obvious that
these people were not in the country legal-
ly,” said Assistant U.S. Attorney Wallace
H. Kleinstedt, who prosecuted the case. 

Greyhound, which carried 21.2 million
passengers last year to more than 2,200
destinations, with a fleet of 2,700 buses
and 9,700 employees, isn’t the only com-
pany with such a policy. 

Sistema Internacional de Transporte de
Autobuses Inc., a Greyhound subsidiary,
owned a 51 percent stake in Golden State.
It currently operates the Crucero and
Autobuses Americanos bus lines and has
had a policy similar to Greyhound’s since
2002, said Al Penedo, chief operating
officer. 

“It might sound a little overzealous,
but we were scared, concerned and con-
fused about what happened to Golden
State,” said Penedo. “It was a wake-up
call. ... (The federal government) can
walk in, take the bus, put your driver in
jail and throw away the key.” 

He said no customers have complained
and agents haven’t denied any tickets
under the policy. 
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A D V E R T I S E M E N T

“Free Report Reveals Jealously
Guarded Headache Relief Secrets.”
SANTA MONICA – Finally there is hope for headache sufferers; according to a free
report available via a toll-free, 24 hour recorded message.  “Most doctors are unaware
of how effective this new headache relief solution actually is!”. For a free copy, call 1-
800-816-7358. (Toll-free 24 hr. recorded message) or go to www.headacheaid.com.

01590548

Great Food...Great Cocktails ...Great Crew... GREAT FUN!!

318 Santa Monica Blvd. • Santa Monica
310-458-5350 • www.britanniapub.com

A Great Place To Anchor

FULL MENU featuring Britannia’s very popular fish & chips and all other british
favorites. Breakfast served all day. If you are counting calories, we have great salads too.

Full Bar. Heated Patio. Lunch Delivery Available.
Opening Hours 11AM Monday-Friday, 9:30AM Saturday-Sunday

HAPPY HOUR
4PM-7PM MON-FRI

ALL DOMESTICS, $2.50
$2.50 WINE, 

$2.50 WELL DRINKS, 
COMPLIMENTARY BAR SNACKS

LATE NIGHT HAPPY
HOUR 10PM-12AM
FRIDAY’S 8 TO LATE
FEATURING RICHARD PIERCE ON

ACOUSTIC GUITAR

Greyhound requiring
employees to screen
for illegal immigrants 
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A D V E R T I S E M E N T

“New Back Pain Relief
Secrets Revealed!”

SANTA MONICA – Discover for yourself what leading researchers have determined is the
safest, most effective, and longest lasting treatment to get rid of your back pain once and
for all! To receive a copy of this controversial free report, call toll free 1-800-619-7824 and
listen to the toll-free 24-hour recorded message or go to www.backpainchat.com.

Thinking
about

Bankruptcy?

New bankruptcy regulations will take effect in less than 2
months. These new laws will effectively shut the door to many
in need of Chapter Seven Bankruptcy protection. If Bankruptcy is
the right choice for you don’t get shut out.

Call Today For A Free Consultation

The Law Offices of Martin D. Gross
2001 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 205
Santa Monica, CA 90405
310.453.8320

Get the facts now...before it’s too late!

01598538
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2 Months FREE Rent 

+ FREE Lock
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FREE Truck
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Snake thief can’t slither away from justice
By The Associated Press 

FULLERTON — A snake thief snared in a sting by the owner of 14 purloined
pythons was sentenced to six months in jail. 

Jeffery Quon, 25, of Anaheim Hills had pleaded guilty to stealing $75,000 worth
of exotic ball pythons from a breeder’s home. 

The snakes were stolen in January 2004 from Jeff Houston’s Anaheim Hills
home, where he and his wife bbred the reptiles. After the theft, Houston trolled rep-
tile Web sites and found a seller asking $18,000 for a ball python. 

Houston engineered a sting operation with police and nine of the stolen snakes
were found. During sentencing Thursday, Quon was ordered to pay Houston
$25,000 in restitution. 

“I thought the sentence was a little light,” Houston said. “But I know it’s hard for
people to wrap their heads around the fact that snakes can be worth this much.” 

Parents at odds over dead son’s remains
By The Associated Press 

MIRA LOMA — The divorced parents of a 23-year-old motorcyclist killed in a July
hit-and-run crash are battling over their son’s remains. 

The father of Matthew Castroreale wants his son’s body cremated and the ashes
put in the trophy case with his son’s Little League and wrestling trophies.
Castroreale’s mother wants him buried at Pierce Brothers Crestlawn Memorial Park
in Riverside. 

Castroreale had lived in Swan Lake Mobile Country Estates with his father,
Jeffrey, grandfather and younger brother since he was 12. He was single and died
without a will. 

“This is his home. This is where he belongs,” Jeffrey Castroreale, 50, said as he
sat on a couch in his late son’s bedroom. Matthew’s trophy case contains Mira Loma
Valley Little League and Jurupa Valley High School wrestling team mementos. 

But in a petition being considered Monday by Riverside Superior Court Judge
Dallas Holmes, Matthew’s mother, Loretta Pugh of Dana Point, seeks control of her
son’s remains so he can be buried. 

Pugh “feels that the best way of keeping Matthew alive in the hearts and minds
of his loved ones is to lay him to rest” in the cemetery “a place that is accessible to
all of Matthew’s loved ones,” the petition said. 

Arrested development in Rialto’s police plans
By The Associated Press 

SAN BERNARDINO — A judge halted Rialto’s move to disband its Police
Department and hire the county Sheriff’s Department for protection. 

Superior Court Judge Bob Krug issued a temporary restraining order on
Thursday and ordered Rialto to return all administrative duties to its police. The
Sheriff’s Department met earlier Thursday with the city’s police officers to explain
the transition. 

“Whatever they’re doing, they stop. I want everything back to status quo,” Krug
said. “I don’t want the sheriff over there touching a piece of paper.” 

Another court hearing Oct. 4 will consider an injunction preventing the city’s
transfer of power. Of a temporary injunction is granted a date will be set for argu-
ments on a permanent injunction. Police supporters and the Rialto Police Benefit
Association officers’ union claim the City Council acted too quickly when it decid-
ed to replace the Police Department with the Sheriff’s Department. 

“Things are going too fast for the city of Rialto and county of San Bernardino,”
Krug said. “I’m going to put a stop to it.” 

Last month, the Rialto council approved the sheriff’s proposed $17 million con-
tract, saving the city $1.2 million a year. The department has been plagued with law-
suits, complaints about poor service and an officers’ union vote of no confidence in
Chief Michael Meyers and Deputy Chief Arthur Burgess.

STATE BRIEFS
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GERMAN CAR SERVICE
Specialist in Repair of  Porsche • VW • Audi • BMW

• Best alternative to high dealer prices
• Complete service and repair
• 6 month or 6000 mile guarantee
• Locally owned and operated since 1965

2202 OLYMPIC BLVD., SANTA MONICA • (310) 829-2563

01594222

Do you have

back pain
that makes it

difficult to walk
or move freely?

Each year more than 700,000 women 

and men suffer from vertebral compression

fractures that are often caused by 

osteoporosis. The pain can make it

difficult to walk or move freely.

Doctors are studying a new experimental

treatment for vertebral compression 

fractures that may help to reduce pain 

and restore mobility. To find out more 

about this important research study, ask

your doctor or call the number below.

The Spine Institute
St. John’s Health Center

1301 20th St., Suite 400
Santa Monica, CA  90404

1.866.876.9871

participants at the meeting urged local V.A.
officials to endorse the “Shriver plan,”
which calls for the V.A.’s abandoned build-
ings to house in upwards of 300 homeless
veterans. 

Santa Monica City Councilman Bobby
Shriver spoke on behalf of his plan. As
the first public speaker, he began by intro-
ducing the service providers and political
leaders he has been working with in order
to begin better addressing the regional
homeless problem, through his proposal.

“The cost of war is visible here,”
Shriver said, alluding to a sign at the
entrance to the V.A.’s grounds. “The cost
of war is also visible on the streets of
Santa Monica, where we have thousands
of homeless, and hundreds of them who
are vets. 

“We demand that people sleep not on
beach but at a place where they can
receive services, such as the V.A.”

Shriver and other speakers took turns
reacting to a recent report, issued by
PricewaterhouseCoopers, which suggests
the V.A.’s West L.A. campus — consist-
ing of several “abandoned” and “underuti-
lized” buildings — may be liquidated to
create private medical research facilities,
high-rise condos or other commercial uses.

The V.A. is re-evaluating the use of its
facilities nationwide in order to modernize
its health care system, according to officials. 

The V.A. leadership in Washington
may be tempted by developers to put the
West L.A. campus on the auction block as
a way to create revenue for the V.A.’s
struggling health care system, according
to officials.

However, those who participated in
Thursday’s meeting felt the development
option was no option at all. 

They blamed an under-funded, maybe
even mismanaged V.A. for its “underuti-
lized” West L.A. campus, citing veteran
services at the “abandoned” facilities are
needed more than ever. They noted a
recent county report which indicates there
are 17,000 homeless vets living on the
streets in the metropolitan area. They said
more may be arriving from Iraq, who will
also need help getting on their feet.

“Veterans have put their lives out for
this country, and have kept their promise
to serve it faithfully,” Ed Everett, a veter-
an, told the panel. “Now it’s time the gov-
ernment kept its promise.”

The panel will be taking public com-
ment for another week. There will possi-

bly be four more meetings through
February, when the V.A. will determine
the fate of its West L.A. campus.

THE SHRIVER PLAN
A coalition of service providers have

agreed to work together in hopes the V.A.
will convert the abandoned buildings into
the veteran’s shelter. Shriver presented
his proposal to local leaders at an August
meeting. 

Santa Monica staff participated in a
May 6 meeting hosted by the V.A., when
officials discussed alternative uses for
several V.A. sites around the country,
including the West LA campus. The pro-
posal intends to take advantage of the
existing facility in order to provide “all
services on site” for the homeless veter-
ans, including medical, psychological and
social assistance. 

The project could accommodate as
many as 500 chronically homeless veter-
ans, as well as those with other needs,
such as those dealing with mental illness
or are suffering from substance abuse. It’s
the coalition’s intent that half of the veter-
ans served are chronically homeless —
those who have been without shelter for at
least three years.

The full proposal is available through
the city of Santa Monica Web site.

The hundreds of people who filled
Wadsworth Theatre on Thursday began
signing up as early as 11 a.m. to speak.
Many of them waited all afternoon until
the V.A.’s panel began taking public
comment at 4 p.m. 

Local leaders, including Shriver, Los
Angeles County Supervisor Zev
Yaroslavsky and 11th District
Councilman Bill Rosendahl were given
priority to speak, followed by other mem-
bers of the public.  

Around 6 p.m., after hearing from
dozens of individuals, a panel member
asked the audience how many supported
Shriver’s proposal for a homeless service
facility, and nearly the entire crowd raised
their hands.

Santa Monica City Councilman Bob
Holbrook, who spoke on behalf of
Councilman Richard Bloom — stuck in
traffic — told the panel that during his
decades of public service, one of the most
important lessons he’s learned was to take
heed of what people have to say.

“Your public has clearly indicated
what they want,” Holbrook said. “This is
an opportunity for you to take the mes-
sage to Washington, and I hope you do.”

Homeless vets in L.A.
estimated at 17,000
VA CAMPUS, from page 1
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went from having a life she calls normal
to living in her store, then in her minivan.

“It was scary to have something and
then have nothing,” said Lukvec, who
now lives in Santa Monica. “I felt power-
less and like I couldn’t take care of my
children.”

Lukvec, 41, sustained her motivation
throughout her entire brush with home-
lessness. She tried to make life as normal
as possible for her children by making
them feel important, keeping them in
school, and making the experience seem
fun.

She moved from the Valley to Santa
Monica in 2000 because she felt the
streets were safe enough to live on. She
found a job as a nanny, but still lived in
her minivan. 

Lukvec and 24 other former homeless
people were honored Friday by a coalition
of social service providers who have
helped them gain self-sufficiency. 

Lukvec was lifted out of homelessness
after she turned to Upward Bound House
in 2001. The social service provider
helped her organize her life and re-build
her self-esteem.

“It’s nice these events occur,” Lukvec
said. “It gives me motivation because I
don’t think people care. I just think I’m
doing this for my family.”

The coalition gave Lukvec an award
for her pursuit of a higher education. She
has an associate’s degree in liberal arts
from Santa Monica College and is cur-
rently on the dean’s list at California State
University Dominguez Hills, where she is
a double major in psychology and
Spanish.

Other people were honored with
awards for employment, giving back to
the organizations, determination and
overcoming barriers. Various local orga-
nizations and the city of Santa Monica
also were awarded for their commitment
to the homeless problem.

“The plight of the homeless can no
longer be our dirty little secret,” said actress
Wendie Malick, who emceed the event,
before the hundreds of people who attend-
ed the celebration staged in the parking lot
outside of Bergamont Station, an arts com-
plex on the east side of Santa Monica. 

Malick has supported many organiza-
tions of the Westside Shelter and Hunger
Coalition, which put on the breakfast and
is the umbrella organization of the 30
local social service agencies and faith-
based groups, among others, that have
programs for the homeless and nominated
the people who received awards.

Each organization could nominate up
to two people who were most successful
and comfortable speaking in public, said
Lisa Fisher, the coalition’s director.

The 20-year-old coalition serves as a
forum for the organizations to exchange
progress, give tips and build awareness,
Fisher said.

Friday’s event recognizing former
homeless people has grown since its 1996
beginning. Nearly 500 people attended
the breakfast on Friday — up from 150
nine years ago.

A breakfast buffet with three-types of
quiche, banana bread and a fruit medley
was set up for attendants.

City councilmembers Bobby Shriver,
Robert Holbrook and Richard Bloom, and
government representatives like Los
Angeles County Supervisor Zev
Yaroslavsky came to support the cause.  

However, the focus wasn’t on govern-
ment programs, but on former homeless
individuals and their success stories. The
majority told tales of overcoming drug
and alcohol abuse, or getting help for
mental illness.

Cornell Stefin, who was honored for
giving back, said his drug addiction put
him on the streets of LA. Growing up, he
was the “square of the family,” but at 41
with a full-time job and three sons he
became a cocaine user, according to a
personal profile.

Today, Stefin helps others who strug-
gle with the same problems he did. He is
a certified drug and alcohol specialist.

“A mentor once said ‘If you want some
success, I’ll loan you some. You don’t
have to give it back,’” Stefin said. “I use
that for my clients, too.”

Earnest Armor, who was given an
award for overcoming multiple barriers,
said he spent a lot of time destroying him-
self. He lived with an undiagnosed mental
illness since he was a child, according to
a personal profile. He used drugs to
escape his symptoms of anxiety, depres-
sion and insomnia.

“But when I got a chance to get off the
concrete, I quit standing like this,” he
said, with his hands held up in a begging
motion. “I can look people in the eye, and
I don’t have to be ashamed.”

A determination honoree, Larry
Pittman, slept in backalleys and parking
lots in Santa Monica and used money he
got begging to sustain his alcohol addic-
tion before getting help for his mental dis-
ability, according to a personal profile.

“I chose the wrong path. I got into
drugs and alcohol, lost my children,”
Pittman said. “Then, I was invited to a
church for a hamburger.”

That church changed his life, but he
still doesn’t get too comfortable because
he believes that life can change suddenly.

Lukvec can attest to that. But, she said
homelessness is behind her now and her
8-year-old girl doesn’t even remember
when they slept on the floor of the family
business. 

Lukvec is still working as a nanny
because it pays well and her priority is to
care for her children. But, mostly she
wants to work as a counselor for dis-
tressed teens.

“I have so many dreams and goals,”
Lukvec said. “I am creating new high
expectations for my children.”

Focus on homeless
who turned it around
BACK ON TRACK, from page 1

Good thing you recycle your paper...
Chances are you’re reading it again.

Santa Monica Daily Press



By Daily Press staff

Step Up On Second this year is celebrating 21 years of
providing assistance to individuals suffering from mental
illness. An art show including more than 60 pieces of art
created by members through the “Art Heals” program is
headed for the Focus Gallery at Santa Monica Place
through the month of October, and is open free to the
public. 

Step Up On Second is a nonprofit corporation that
assists individuals with severe and persistent mental ill-
ness reintegrate into the community. The agency pro-
vides long-term support to people in recovery and their
families, offering educational, social and work pro-
grams, quality housing, shower and laundry facilities,
and a daily meal program.  

Over the past year they have worked with more than
1,200 individuals and prepared nearly 40,000 meals for
members.
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In The Lobby Of The
Loew’s Santa Monica
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1700 Ocean Ave
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Days
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The New Fall
Collection Is In!

Handmade Jewelry From
Maryvonne and Gerard Mignot of
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Seaglass Jewelry Exclusive to 1700 Ocean

One of a Kind Designs 

From $240

Photo courtesy of John Blanchette
Artist Joey Gaeta (right) was one of 30 members of Step Up On
Second who displayed his art during the ‘Art Heals’ fundraiser
for the nonprofit organization on Thursday night at LA Farm
restaurant in Santa Monica. Author, mental health advocate
and National Public Radio commentator Bebe Moore Campbell
(second from left) signed her new book ‘72 Hour Hold,’ her sec-
ond book dealing with mental illness. Step Up CEO Tod Lipka
(left) and board president Gena Vincent (second from right)
hosted nearly 300 guests at the reception.

Stepping it up
to fight illness

color and the sensitivity to light, Francis developed his own style that
made him a signature American artist.

A California native, Francis was born in San Mateo in 1923 and died
in Santa Monica in 1994. He began to paint in 1944 and studied art first
under David Park in 1947 and then at the University of California at
Berkeley, where he earned his bachelor’s and master’s degrees.

Over the years, Francis worked for long periods of time in studios in
Paris, New York and Tokyo while traveling back and forth to his prima-
ry residences in Santa Monica, Palo Alto and Point Reyes.

His works are in many public and private collections throughout the
world, including the Museum of Modern Art in New York, National
Gallery of Art in Washington, D.C., Centre Georges Pompidou in Paris,
Stedelijk Museum in Amsterdam, and the Idemitsu Museum of Art in
Tokyo.

The SMC Library — which recently underwent a $23.6 million mod-
ernization and expansion project — has drawn wide praise for its archi-
tectural design and state-of-the-art features.

The Madison Project will feature both student work and professional
engagements in music, theater, dance and more. The $30.78 million cen-
ter, designed by Zecchetto Architects of Santa Monica, is funded with a
combination of public and private funds.

COMMUNITY BRIEFS
BRIEFS, from page 3
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’02 C240
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5 AT THIS LEASE PAYMENT
+88¢ +TAX PER MONTH
FOR 39 MONTHS
FULLY EQUIPPED

$329.88 + tax first months payment for 39 months on approved credit. $3127 cap cost
reduction + $795 acquisition fee = $3922 total due at signing ($0 security deposit). MSRP
$34,620. Tier 1 Credit. 10K Miles/yr. 20¢ per mile excess. OTHERS AT SIMILAR SAVINGS.
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$329$329

SPORTS
SEDAN
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$449.88 + tax first months payment for 39 months on approved credit. $3530 cap cost reduc-
tion + $795 acquisition fee = $4325 total due at signing ($0 security deposit). MSRP $50,770.
Tier 1 Credit. 10K Miles/yr. 20¢ per mile excess. OTHERS AT SIMILAR SAVINGS.
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can’t have any weird quirks.
“For a year, it’s really up to them,” Bjerke

added. “People call it ‘playing the game.’”
Once it’s determined that the new

recruits are adjusting well to SMFD life
and have bonded with their fellow fire-
fighters in the firehouse they’ve been
assigned to, it’s time for more studying,
testing, training and fitting in.

“It’s so stressful, always thinking
about how people look at you,” said
Bjerke, a 19-year veteran of the SMFD.
“It’s a year of torture. I would never do it
again.”

For Zermino, he’s glad he’s off proba-
tion and the one-year test is over.

“I was very nervous,” he said. “I was
worried about it ... it’s your job on the
line.”

By the time the one-year test comes
around, most recruits are ready for it
because the SMFD prepares them daily
with quizzes, as well as demanding tech-
nical speeches on pieces of equipment
and studying lesson plans.

“It’s pretty much every day that we’re
quizzed,” Zermino said. “They’ll say,
‘this morning you will give a speech on
the chainsaw.’”

Beyond the physical demands of the
job and being competent in rescue, fire-
fighting and a host of other skills, fire-
fighters must memorize every piece of
equipment in every compartment of the
truck — where it is, how to use it and all
of the technical aspects of each part.

“The first year is kind of the last straw,
it can make or break you,” Bjerke said.
“We’re testing a guy who had a year to
prepare for this.”

Conducted at the city yards, the one-
year test first requires that recruits start
with having to secure their breathing
apparatus, which must be done within 60
seconds. 

“Some call it an ice-breaker, but it’s a
pretty stressful way to start,” Bjerke said. 

Then it’s on to engine company opera-
tions — the different evolutions of fire-
fighting — like laying hose above and
below ground. The recruits are expected
to give technical speeches on every piece
of equipment on the truck, down to how
many cubic inches are on a cylinder and
how many feet of hose there is.

“You name it, that guy will spit it out,”
Bjerke said. “It’s really amazing to me.
It’s incredible to memorize literally hun-

dreds of pieces of equipment. I had to do
that and I’m amazed that I did it.”

The test also covers laddering, extrac-
tions, search-and-rescue operations and
belay lines. The recruits also must take a
driving test with the fire engine.

The written tests recruits must pass can
take between three and eight hours to
complete, depending on how prepared the
firefighters are. The test is based on close
to 50 lesson plans provided by the SMFD
over the year.

One recruit this year didn’t pass his
one-year test, but Zermino, Maccini and
Dermidjian apparently came through with
flying colors.

“Now the pressure is lifted from being
off probation and they’re so happy to be
under civil service protection,” Bjerke
said. “It’s a very big sacrifice.”

LOW MAN ON THE TOTEM POLE
Once they “hit the floor,” or are

assigned an engine company, rookies are
considered “junior men,” which means
they are Johnny-on-the-spots in their
respective firehouses until the next
recruits arrive. 

“They are kind of banned to do nothing
else but study,” Bjerke said. “There’s no
downtime, no watching TV with the guys
... if the paper towels need to be filled in
the bathroom, they better be the ones fill-
ing them. If the coffee pot is empty, they
better be making the coffee. They have to
raise the flag on the flagpole.”

Zermino said the pressure of success-
fully completing probation is much more
than the physical and educational
demands.

“The first six months are the roughest

Fabian Lewkowicz/Daily Press
Maccini lugs a ladder in the Santa Monica heat at the city yards earlier this month, proving his
mettle to become one of the newest city firefighters. 

Training for SMFD never stops
FIREFIGHTERS, from page 1

“Now, we set them up
for as much success 
as much as we can.

Before, it was ‘how much
rope can we give this guy

to hang himself?”’

CARL BJERKE
SMFD Battalion Chief

See FIREFIGHTERS, page 16
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$99.99 Motorola Razr
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$59.99 OR HIGHER. SOME RESTRICIONS APPLY

because you are on your toes all the time,”
the 25-year-old said. “It’s probably the
toughest probation I’ve been through
because it’s not just knowing the job, but
you are expected to do everything ...

“At dinner, you are the last one to sit
down and the first person to get up. You
never get a good meal as a junior man,”
Zermino added. “I believe, though, that
90 percent of probation is your attitude.”

After the six-month review, the senior
firefighters relieve some pressure off of
the recruits, but not much.

“They ease off a little bit, but they are
still on you,” Zermino said. 

In the end, Bjerke said there is cama-
raderie within the SMFD that results in all
firefighters considering one another
brothers and sisters.

Bjerke added that when he was a
recruit nearly two decades ago, it was a
different culture at the SMFD.

“It was psychological torture, but now,
it’s a kinder, gentler department,” Bjerke
said. “Now, we set them up for as much
success as much as we can. Before, it was
‘how much rope can we give this guy to
hang himself?’”

‘THE SANTA MONICA WAY’
Most fire departments in the county

don’t test and train as rigorously as the
SMFD does, Bjerke said. They also don’t
recruit the same, which is designed in
Santa Monica to weed out the weak and
attract only the most qualified firefighters.

“With a department our size, there’s no
room for dregs,” Bjerke said. “It’s a very
sought-after job, but it’s not for every-
body,” Bjerke said.

The last time the SMFD and the city of
Santa Monica created its civil service list,
hundreds of people lined up for the job,
but only a handful were qualified enough
to get on the list. 

Three people are interviewed at a time,
and if they pass the initial phase of testing
and meet other requirements, they’re put
on the list. Typically between four and six
people are hired at a time, Bjerke said.

The newest firefighters to join the
SMFD are the last ones off the list.
Zermino applied in 2002, but didn’t get
picked up after the first round of initial
tests. He was about to throw away his
paperwork when he got a call from the
SMFD in September of 2004, just before
the two-year list was about to expire.

The SMFD and the city of Santa
Monica are in the process of establishing
a new list, which should be created by
early next year.

Bjerke said it wouldn’t surprise him if
5,000 people applied for the six open
positions on the SMFD. To whittle down
the number of applicants, qualifiers may
be instituted that would place higher stan-
dards on the test. The SMFD also is con-
sidering combining lateral hires — those

coming from other fire departments —
and the open competitive process, which
includes young recruits.

“For the type of job we have, you want
a young, fresh guy,” Bjerke said. “But
because what we do is so vast, you want a
guy that’s good in all kinds of things, con-
struction, engineering ...

“We’re hoping on this next test to open
it up to a real large cross section.”

Many of them already have either a
college degree or have gone through a pri-
vate academy or paramedic school.

Applicants must meet minimum
requirements — they must have an educa-
tional background in a fire-service related
field, as well as pass a series of initial
tests, said SMFD Battalion Chief Dan
Matthies, who added the starting pay for a
Santa Monica firefighter is $47,000. If
they make it past that initial round, they
will be subject to a hiring oral exam,
which is the applicants’ chance to distin-
guish themselves from the rest of the pack.

Once they’re hired, the recruits go
through a six-week academy created by
the SMFD, which teaches the basics of
firefighting and is the first introduction to
the “Santa Monica way.”

“It all began with the fire academy,”
Zermino said. “The first six weeks were
tough, physically and mentally.” 

Then they’re assigned to an engine or
truck company, where they will expand
on their training for the next year. They
are evaluated every month, until the final
day comes for the one-year test.

“You are expected to know so much
more now,” Bjerke said. “Every recruit is
building on the backs of other recruits and
the bar keeps going higher.”

Once they’ve made it into the SMFD,
many recruits voluntarily get trained in
specialized areas such as search-and-res-
cue, hazardous materials or homeland
security. This week, Maccini was in train-
ing for urban search-and-rescue.

“You are always going to school in this
profession ... we are a small department
and you are expected to know everything,
they consider us mini-engineers,”
Zermino said, adding that Santa Monica is
known for its rigorous training programs
and its high level of preparedness. “If you
put any of our rookies against other
departments, we’re far superior.”

Fabian Lewkowicz/Daily Press
The newest ‘junior man’ passed muster for his
senior counterparts at the city yards.

Camaraderie stressed
among SMFD recruits
FIREFIGHTERS, from page 15
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BY MICHAEL LIEDTKE 
AP Business Writer 

SAN FRANCISCO — Testing the bounds
of consumer protection laws, Visa USA
Inc. and MasterCard International Inc. are
headed for court to determine whether
they are obliged to notify 264,000 cus-
tomers that a computer hacker stole their
account information. 

The dispute to be argued Friday in San
Francisco County Superior Court revolves
around a highly publicized security break-
down at CardSystems Solutions Inc., one
of the nation’s largest payment processors. 

Although a ruling in the class-action
consumer lawsuit wouldn’t have legal
standing outside the state, it would
increase the pressure on Visa and
MasterCard to notify all affected accoun-
tholders in this and any future breaches. 

That would compound the headaches
that the CardSystems imbroglio already
has caused. 

The breach, initially disclosed by
MasterCard three months ago, exposed up
to 40 million credit and debit card
accounts to potential abuse between
August 2004 and May 2005. 

It’s the largest of more than 70 con-
sumer information security breaches
reported in the past seven months, accord-
ing to the Privacy Rights Clearinghouse. 

Although the scope of the CardSystems
break-in has been generally outlined, the

credit card associations haven’t sent warn-
ings to the most vulnerable customers. 

San Francisco-based Visa and Purchase,
N.Y.-based MasterCard maintain that
responsibility should fall to the myriad
banks that administer the accounts because
neither credit card association has direct
relationships with the affected customers. 

Both Visa and MasterCard provide
processing and marketing services to
thousands of banks nationwide. It’s a
profitable endeavor. MasterCard’s parent
company earned $213.5 million on rev-
enue of $1.4 billion during the first half of
this year, according to documents filed in
preparation for an initial public offering
of stock. Visa doesn’t disclose its profit. 

Internal investigations have deter-
mined that the still-unknown thief
grabbed enough sensitive details from
CardSystems to defraud about 264,000
Visa and MasterCard accountholders
nationwide, according to evidence gath-
ered in the lawsuit, which was filed by
San Rafael, Calif., attorney Ira Rothken. 

No home addresses or Social Security
numbers were stolen in the CardSystems
breach, minimizing the risk for identity
theft. But the hacking obtained customer
names, account numbers and security
codes. 

The lawsuit seeks a court order requir-
ing Visa and MasterCard to warn each
Californian whose information was com-
promised. 
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Santa Monica MOMS Club presents
The 3rd Annual Preschool Forum

Tuesday, Sept 27,  7:00 p.m.
Panera, 501 Wilshire Blvd. ,  Santa Monica

Don’t miss this opportunity to hear parents of
preschoolers talk about the application process and
experiences at their preschools in Santa Monica and
the vicinity. Free and open to the public.
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BY DAVID KRAVETS 
AP Legal Affairs Writer 

SAN FRANCISCO — More condemned
men and women are on California’s death
row for killing whites than for murdering
people of any other race, despite there
being more black and Hispanic murder
victims, according to a new study. 

The study, to be published in the Santa

Clara Law Review, for the first time takes a
detailed accounting of the races of
California homicide victims killed in the
1990s. It concludes that suspects who mur-
der whites are almost four times more like-
ly to be sentenced to death than those who
kill Hispanics. Also, perpetrators who kill
whites are three times more likely to be sen-
tenced to death than those who kill blacks. 

“To put it bluntly, there’s apparently

different values being placed on victims
from different racial and ethnic groups,”
Northeastern University criminal justice
professor Glenn Pierce, a co-author of the
study, said in an interview. “That’s what
the pattern would suggest.” 

However, the report, “The Impact of
Legally Inappropriate Factors on Death
Sentencing for California Homicides,
1990-1999,” concludes that the race of the

defendant did not contribute significantly
to whether prosecutors sought the death
penalty or whether jurors would issue a
death judgment. 

Instead, the study, co-authored by
Michael Radelet, a University of
Colorado sociology professor, concluded
the victim’s race was paramount in deter-
mining whether a defendant would get a
death sentence.

BY STEPHEN OHLEMACHER 
Associated Press Writer 

WASHINGTON — More than 100 years
ago, Horace Greeley told his fellow
Americans to “Go West.” And they still are. 

Twelve of the nation’s 20 fastest grow-
ing metropolitan areas are in the West, the
Census Bureau says. The fastest growing:
Greeley, Colo. 

Greeley and its surrounding communi-
ties, about 60 miles north of Denver, grew
by 16.8 percent, to 211,000 people,
between 2000 and 2003, according to a
report being released Thursday. 

Greeley, whose first settlers included
an editor who had worked for the famous
19th century journalist, thus its name,
ranked just ahead of two other Western
communities _ St. George, Utah, and Las
Vegas. 

Greeley City Manager Roy Otto said
the area has grown because it’s a reason-
able commute to Denver and has relative-

ly inexpensive homes. 
The annual Census estimates of urban

population growth show the New York-
northern New Jersey-Long Island area
with a population of 18.6 million. The
number of people in the region, the
nation’s largest metropolitan area, was up
1.7 percent from three years earlier. 

The Los Angeles-Long Beach-Santa
Ana population hit 12.8 million and
Chicago-Naperville-Joliet was 9.33 million. 

The Census Bureau defines a metropol-
itan area as a region containing at least one
urbanized area of 50,000 or more people.
The report released Thursday focused on
growth estimates from 2000 to 2003, the
most recent information available. 

Americans have been moving south
and west for decades, with a big jump in
population in the South, starting in the
1970s. Still, the West continues to out-
pace all other regions. 

According to the 2000 Census, popula-
tion in the western United States grew by

19.7 percent in the 1990s, followed by the
South with 17.3 percent more people. The

Midwest and the Northeast posted single-
digit increases in population. 
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Census: Fastest-growing cities are in West
Growing with the flow
By The Associated Press 

Estimated population change in the 20
fastest-growing metropolitan areas for
2000 through 2003: 

Metropolitan area 2003 population
Percentage change from 2000 
Greeley, Colo. 211,000 16.8 
St. George, Utah 104,000 15.2 
Las Vegas-Paradise, Nev. 1,577,000 14.6 
Naples-Marco Island, Fla. 287,000 14.0 
Stockton, Calif. 633,000 12.3 
Bend, Ore. 129,000 12.2 
Gainesville, Ga. 156,000 12.1 
Riverside-San Bernardino-Ontario,
Calif. 3,642,000 11.9 

Cape Coral-Fort Myers, Fla. 492,000
11.6 
McAllen-Edinburg-Pharr, Texas
636,000 11.6 
Raleigh-Cary, N.C. 884,000 11.0 
Laredo, Texas 214,000 10.6 
Phoenix-Mesa-Scottsdale, Ariz.
3,593,000 10.5 
Austin-Round Rock, Texas 1,378,000
10.2 
Modesto, Calif. 492,000 10.1 
Prescott, Ariz. 184,000 10.1 
Merced, Calif. 232,000 10.0 
Boise City-Nampa, Idaho 511,000 9.9 
Sacramento-Arden-Arcade-Roseville,
Calif. 1,975,000 9.9 
Orlando, Fla. 1,803,000 9.6 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 

Murderers who kill whites more likely to land on death row



BY ARTHUR H. ROTSTEIN 
Associated Press Writer 

TUCSON, Ariz. — The Border Patrol has cut down on
illegal immigration through Arizona with an ongoing
crackdown that specifically targets what has been the
U.S.-Mexico border’s busiest illegal entry point, a top
federal official said Thursday. 

“We are making progress, moving in the right direc-
tion in decreasing numbers and the flow of aliens across
Arizona,” said Robert Bonner, commissioner for U.S.
Customs and Border Protection. 

Six months ago, Bonner described Arizona as “the
weakest part of our border with Mexico.” 

In a telephone interview Thursday from Washington,
Bonner noted that total apprehensions of illegal immi-
grants crossing into Arizona dropped about 13 percent
over the past six months compared to the same period a
year earlier. 

The number of helicopters and airplanes used by
agents in Arizona doubled and 530 more agents were
added to the Tucson and Yuma sectors of the Border
Patrol than were available during fiscal 2004, when the
first phase of the Arizona Border Control Initiative start-
ed, Bonner said. 

In recent years, Arizona has been the most active
point along the Mexican border for illegal immigrants
entering the country, spurred on by crackdowns in San
Diego and El Paso. Arizona accounted for 54 percent of
the 1.1 million illegal immigrant apprehensions nation-
wide during fiscal 2004, which ended last Sept. 30.

NATIONAL

BY DAN JOLING 
Associated Press Writer 

ANCHORAGE, Alaska — Global warming research in
Alaska has centered largely on its warmer winters. But a
new paper concludes that summer warming in arctic
Alaska also has had a strong effect on high latitude cli-
mate change. 

Current trends resulting in less tundra and more shrubs
and trees will further amplify atmospheric heating, by a
factor of two to seven times, the authors conclude. 

The study was published Thursday in an advance
online publication, Science Express. A print version will
appear later in Science magazine. 

“Summer warming is more pronounced over land than
over sea ice, and atmosphere and sea-ice observations
can’t explain this,” said Terry Chapin, the study’s lead
author and a professor of ecology at the Institute of
Arctic Biology at the University of Alaska Fairbanks. 

The paper is a synthesis of multiple studies, said
Matthew Sturm, a research physical scientist for the
Army’s Cold Regions Research and Engineering
Laboratory Alaska, and another of the study’s 21 authors. 

The study, underwritten by the National Sciencer
Foundation, focused on Alaska’s North Slope north of
the Brooks Range and parts of western Alaska, Sturm
said. 

Previous studies and paleoclimate evidence indicate

that the Arctic summer is warmer than at any time in at
least 400 years, according to the study. 

Arctic climate change often is linked to the retreat of
sea ice. Less sea ice reduces the amount of sunlight
reflected off a surface. Less reflected light means more
heat absorbed by the ocean. That change is most pro-
nounced in winter. 

The new study focused on summer and the increase in
days of snow-free ground as a factor in high latitude
warming. Snowmelt now occurs 7.5 days earlier than it
did three decades ago, the study said. 

Scientists used surface temperature records, satellite-
based estimates of cloud cover and energy exchange,
ground-based measurements of reflected light and field
observations of changes in snow cover and vegetation to
calculate the change. 

The localized effect of the longer snow-free season is
comparable to regional changes caused by doubling the

effects of atmospheric carbon dioxide, the scientists said. 
The increase in snow-free ground permits changes in

vegetation, such as more shrubs and advances of tree-
lines. Conversion of tundra to forest in the last 50 years
accounted for only about 3 percent of the total warming
caused by land-surface change. 

But more shrubs and trees and less tundra will ampli-
fy warming in the future, the scientists concluded. 

In winter, shrubs and trees project above snow and
absorb more heat than low-stature tundra that’s likely to
be completely covered by snow, Sturm said. The canopy
trees and shrubs provide in summer also absorb more
heat, he said. 

“Continuation of current trends in shrub and tree
expansion could further amplify this atmospheric heating
two to seven times,” Chapin said. 

He said the findings should be incorporated into cli-
mate models. 
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SM COLLEGE DISCOUNT SALE

GLORY BEAUTY SUPPLY & SALON
1840 LINCOLN BLVD., SANTA MONICA
(Tue-Thur: 10:30-7pm, Sat: 10:30-5pm, Sun: 11-5pm)
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Longer summers may be warming up Alaska 

Feds says illegal flow 
of immigrants slowing
with Arizona crackdown
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BY MARY CLARE JALONICK 
Associated Press Writer 

WASHINGTON — Senators from the High Plains say
they will fight a provision in this year’s House agricul-
ture spending bill that would prevent meats from being
labeled with their country of origin. 

The House bill would block funding for implementa-
tion of the labeling law, scheduled to begin in September
2006. The Senate’s agriculture spending bill, which
passed Thursday, would leave the law alone. 

The bills now head to a House-Senate conference
where those differences will have to be resolved. 

The labeling law, authorized in 2002 as part of six-
year farm legislation, was written by Midwestern ranch-
ers who fear competition from Canadian beef producers
and contend that labeling the food would help consumers
make educated choices about the meat they buy. 

That argument was fueled by two confirmed cases of
mad cow disease in the United States. A Texas cow test-
ed positive in June, and a Canadian-born cow in
Washington state tested positive in December 2003. 

Meatpackers and retailers, along with ranchers in the
Southwest where Mexican and U.S. meat is often mixed
in packing houses, say the massive paperwork associated
with the labels will drive up costs and consumer prices.
Rep. Henry Bonilla, a Texas Republican who is chairman
of the House Appropriations agriculture subcommittee,
has led the fight to kill the law. 

Sen. Tim Johnson, D-S.D., who sits on the subcom-
mittee, authored the labeling law in 2002. He said mem-
bers from the region will do “everything we can” to pre-
vent the delay. 

“It is remarkable that a small handful of House mem-
bers hoping to protect the meatpackers have been able to
gum up the works,” he said Thursday. 

The 2005 Montana Legislature passed a law putting
food labeling into effect in Montana on Oct. 1, 2006, if
the federal government again delayed it. 

This would not be the first time Congress pushed back
the law, which also applies to fruits, vegetables and
peanuts. In 2003, Congress pushed the start of the pro-
gram from 2004 to 2006. House appropriators included
language in last year’s spending bill that would have
made the program voluntary, but it was dropped after
senators objected. 

The Senate agriculture spending bill also included a
measure to keep Japanese beef off U.S. menus if Japan
won’t buy American beef. Senators want to retaliate
against Japan, once a $1.5 billion-a-year buyer of U.S.
beef, for refusing to lift a mad cow-related ban. 

The bill also contains a provision delaying an
Agriculture Department proposal to consolidate local
Farm Service Agency offices. A plan outlined in a
“working document” obtained by The Associated Press
would close 665 of 2,353 offices nationwide. 

Department officials say the numbers are inaccurate
and that their goal is better service, not closing offices. 
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BY DEB RIECHMANN 
Associated Press Writer 

WASHINGTON — Republicans and Democrats alike are
looking beyond John Roberts’ virtually certain confirma-
tion as the nation’s 17th chief justice to President Bush’s
next nominee to the Supreme Court, expecting a quick
announcement from the White House and a much
tougher confirmation fight. 

Three Democrats on the Senate Judiciary Committee
sided with the panel’s 10 Republicans on Thursday in a
13-5 vote to endorse Roberts, sending his nomination to
the floor of the Senate for a confirmation vote no later
than next Thursday. 

With little suspense left in Roberts’ climb to the
Supreme Court, speculation focused on whether the sup-
port from three Democrats gives Bush any more or less
leeway to nominate someone more conservative than
Roberts to replace retiring Justice Sandra Day O’Connor. 

“I think there were people in the White House who
hoped the Democrats would all vote for him and show
that Roberts was a high-quality nominee,” said Stephen
Wermiel, an American University law professor. “There
were other people in the White House who hoped the
Democrats would all vote against him, thinking that
would help the president feel liberated to do whatever he
wanted to do next.” 

Regardless of their motives, it was clear the Judiciary
Committee members were eyeing Bush’s next pick for
the court. 

“I think that some of the voting today was calculated
to impact on the next nomination,” said Sen. Arlen
Specter, R-Pa., chairman of the committee. Some sena-
tors believed that backing Roberts puts them in a better
position to oppose the next Bush nominee, while others
thought that opposing him puts the president on notice
that he had better put someone up who was acceptable to
a broad spectrum of senators. 

Norm Ornstein, a political analyst with the American
Enterprise Institute, a conservative think tank in
Washington, said anyone familiar with the Bush White
House knows that a strong Democratic vote against
Roberts would convince Bush that Democrats would
reject anyone he’d nominate “so why bother nominating

anyone but a fire-breathing conservative.” 
The White House, which has been keeping details of

Bush’s selection process secret, said only that the presi-
dent planned to nominate a highly qualified candidate
whom Americans can be proud to have on the court. 

“The historic standard, particularly with recent nomi-
nees, has been based on qualifications,” White House
press secretary Scott McClellan said. “Judge Roberts
clearly has far exceeded that standard, and earned broad-
based support. The Senate has traditionally joined
together in support of those nominees who were well-
qualified to sit on the court, and avoided becoming
beholden to partisan interest groups.” 

Some lawmakers and legal analysts claimed the three
Democrats _ Sens. Patrick Leahy, Russ Feingold and
Herbert Kohl _ likely supported Roberts so they would
not be cast as obstructionists. 

“If the Roberts’ confirmation is a foregone conclu-
sion, why look like a knee-jerk obstructionist?” asked
Brad Berenson, formerly a lawyer in the Bush White
House. “It’s far better to preserve the appearance of
being fair-minded and try to convince the president he
has a chance to get your vote if he nominates someone to
your liking. It also gives you the ability to oppose the
next nominee with greater credibility.” 

The idea of using the Roberts vote to position oneself
for the next confirmation hearing was rejected by David
Carle, a spokesman for Leahy, the ranking Democrat on
the Judiciary Committee. 

“For Democratic senators this is a vote of conscience,
not a chess game,” Carle said. “That’s why Democratic
senators are not voting in lockstep, unlike some partisans
who cheerlead for anyone the White House picks, even
before hearings are held.”

Lynn Becker, a spokesman for Kohl, D-Wis., said the
senator considers every nominee based on his or her mer-
its and casts his vote accordingly. And Feingold, also a
Democrat from Wisconsin, hinted that while he voted for
Roberts, he might not be willing to embrace a conserva-
tive federal appellate judge like Janice Rogers Brown,
who has been mentioned as a possible replacement for
O’Connor, the swing vote on issues including affirmative
action, abortion, discrimination and death penalty cases. 

Next Supreme battle taking center stage

Country-of-origin labeling
on meat gets Senate support 

Can’t find the Daily Press in your neighborhood? 
Call us. We’ll take your suggestions. (310) 458-PRESS (7737)
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BY RACHEL D’ORO 
Associated Press Writer 

BARROW, Alaska — Buses sit idle inside a garage
here, gathering dust, their only purpose these days to
serve as makeshift storage bins for Alaska’s largest
regional government. 

The seven buses once ferried residents around
Barrow, the most populated community in the sprawling
North Slope Borough with 4,500 people. In their heyday,
the buses ran 16 hours a day, seven days a week. They
were equipped with monitors that allowed riders to check
their TVs at home for the precise locations, thus avoiding
a wait outside in subzero temperatures. 

But the borough, once flush with oil wealth, is feeling
broke. Its industrial property tax base includes the North
Slope oil fields and northern segments of the trans-
Alaska oil pipeline. But depreciating oil property values
have chipped away at borough coffers at a rate of $6 mil-
lion a year — and officials say those losses must be
countered with budget reductions. 

“There’s this perception that the roads are paved in
gold here and that we have plenty of money,” said
Dennis Packer, the borough’s chief of staff. “A lot of
people don’t believe there’s no money and that’s unfor-
tunate. But it’s pretty straightforward.” 

The borough’s financial problems won’t be solved by
crude selling at record levels since it doesn’t benefit from
the oil itself. Instead, the borough only is allowed to tap
the aging industry properties — wells, production build-
ings, a network of pipelines in Prudhoe Bay and other
fields — to bring in tax revenue. 

Oil and gas properties account for 97 percent of the
borough’s property tax base, and brought in $161 million
last year. The tax base is currently assessed at $10.2 bil-
lion, a $1.9 billion decline from its peak eight years ago,
said John Ames, the borough’s chief financial officer. 

And much of the shrinking revenue is quickly
absorbed in running eight communities not linked by
roads in an 88,800-square-mile jurisdiction, an area
almost the size of Oregon. 

Borough villages were mired in Third World condi-
tions when oil industry taxes started coming in three
decades ago. Much of that bounty was spent on basic
infrastructure, such as power and plumbing, according to
Packer. 

Even when the money flowed freely, luxury wasn’t
the word normally used to describe conditions in Barrow,
where utilitarian commercial buildings and ramshackle
houses line up along trash-strewn streets. Many residents
of this Arctic Ocean community hunt and fish for much
of their food, including whale, seal and caribou, so it’s

not unusual to see fresh kills stacked alongside four-
wheelers in front of homes. 

But subsistence hunting won’t solve the financial
problems, and borough officials were left with tough
choices. 

In the most dramatic cut this summer, officials shut
down Barrow’s public transit system, stranding many
poor and elderly residents in the 18.4-square-mile com-
munity, which is divided by a large lagoon. 

Packer said the borough is working with Barrow offi-
cials to find an alternative system, such as a private shut-
tle service. 

Whenever that happens won’t be soon enough for Joe
and Mary Jane Ahkivgak, who relied on the buses to get
them and their four sons around town. The family can’t
afford common Alaska transportation such an all-terrain
vehicle or a snowmobile, let alone a car, Joe Ahkivgak said. 

"There’s been a lot of walking so far,” he said. 
When bone-chilling winter arrives in coming weeks,

the couple may have no choice but to use taxicabs. 
Borough officials say bus ridership was low and

brought in only $30,000 annually, far short of the
$700,000 cost to maintain and operate the 20-year-old
public transit system. It no longer makes sense to sup-
plement such a cash drain, particularly when necessities
such as municipal insurance and the diesel fueling village
power plants are skyrocketing, officials said. 

“We had to take a really hard look at transit — some-
thing that’s not mandated, but optional,” Ames said. 

Proposed oil developments and the possibility of
building a natural gas pipeline could help in future years,
borough officials said. But that doesn’t pay today’s bills. 

Downsizing throughout the region began in earnest
three years ago, including laying off municipal employ-
ees, merging departments, unloading residential rental
properties, phasing out borough assisted care facilities,
and scrapping small buses operating in villages. 

One of the few museums in an Alaska Native village
also faces uncertain future funding. Annual borough con-
tributions to the Simon Paneak Memorial Museum in the
Brooks Range village of Anaktuvuk Pass, about 250
miles southeast of Barrow, have shrunk by a third, from
$160,000 in 2002 to the current $105,000. 

Closing the museum is not an option for the commu-
nity of 320 people, the last remaining settlement of
inland Inupiat Eskimos with a rich culture and history to
share, said curator Grant Spearman, who has managed
the small museum since it opened in 1986. He’s trying to
set up an endowment fund that would fund the museum
in perpetuity. 

“We know we can’t be funded by the borough indefi-
nitely,” Spearman said. 
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Show some 

faith-based 

initiative.

M I S H KO N  TE P H I LO  
THE ‘HAIMISH’ SYNAGOGUE BY THE SEA

Haimish: 1. feels like home 2.unpretentious 3.nice and cozy 4.Mishkon Tephilo

Join Rabbi Dan Shevitz, Cantor David Bentley,
the Kol Mishkon choir and friends for 

High Holy Day services that define ‘haimish.’
For information and reservations, call: 310-392-3029.

206 MAIN ST.,VENICE • 310-392-3029
www.mishkon.org

LDT™ has saved
thousands of

people from low
back pain

without surgery.

Call us today
to find out
if you are

a candidate
for LDT™

Lumbar Decompression
Therapy (LDT™) is a
non-surgical procedure
that relieves acute or
chronic low back pain
associated with:
• Herniated Disc
• Facet Syndrome
• Degenerative Joint
   Disease
• Sciatica

Low
Back
Pain?

Tired of Living With
Low
Back
Pain?

Tired of Living With

Call now to schedule your FREE evaluation

(310) 562-6700
Lordex Spine Institute   1712 Ocean Park Blvd., SM

w w w . l o r d e x . c o m

North Slope region recoiling
as oilfield properties take hit



BY TAREK EL-TABLAWY 
Associated Press Writer 

BAGHDAD, Iraq — The Iraqi government’s campaign
to win support for the country’s new constitution has
won the critical backing of the most influential Shiite
religious leader, less than a month before a national ref-
erendum on the draft charter. 

The U.S. military on Friday reported the deaths of two
American soldiers west of Baghdad overnight. One was
killed by a roadside bomb between the cities of Fallujah
and Ramadi, the other by small arms fire in Ramadi. 

In the capital, a suicide bomber on a small public bus
set off hidden explosives in a bustling open-air bus ter-
minal Friday, the Muslim day of worship, killing at least
five people and wounding eight, police said. 

Also in Baghdad, gunmen killed two members of the
commission charged with ensuring former members of
Saddam Hussein’s Baathist regime were banned from the
Iraqi hierarchy, police said. Their deaths raised to 14 the
number of commission members who have been killed
since the 323-member Supreme National Commission
for de-Baathification was created two years ago. 

Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani, meeting with aides

Thursday in the holy city of Najaf, urged his followers to
vote “yes” on the new basic law, according to two top
officials in al-Sistani’s organization. The officials
refused to be identified because they are not authorized
to speak for the reclusive cleric. 

In January, millions of Shiites followed al-Sistani’s
call to vote in Iraq’s first democratic elections in nearly
half a century, and the ballot gave the Muslim sect a
majority in the new parliament and government. 

If two-thirds of the voters in any three of Iraq’s 18
provinces reject the constitution during the Oct. 15
national referendum, a new government must be formed
and the process of writing the document would start
again. 

Days after the draft constitution was approved by
Iraq’s National Assembly and sent to the United Nations
for printing and distribution, the government issued fliers
and posters, with the banner headline stating: “Read the
Constitution, it was written for your freedom.” But
copies of the proposed constitution haven’t been distrib-
uted to the Iraqi public yet. 

Most Sunni Muslim clerics and politicians have urged
their followers to vote against the document, complain-

ing that they did not have adequate representation in
drafting it. Sunnis, the favored group under Saddam,
account for an estimated 20 percent of the population and
form the majority in four provinces. 

Two other popular leaders in Iraq’s majority Shiite
sect, Muqtada al-Sadr and Ayatollah Mohammed al-
Yaqoubi, also have rejected the constitution, and their
stand — representing a potentially serious rift in the
Shiite monolith — has been reflected recent violence in
the southern city of Basra. 

Rioting broke out in Basra on Monday after British
armored vehicles and troops encircled a jail where two
British soldiers were taken after their arrest by Iraqi
police. Five Iraqis reportedly died in the violence. 

British armored vehicles later broke into the jail and
freed the two soldiers, allegedly from Shiite militiamen.
Basra authorities accused the British of violating Iraqi
sovereignty, and the provincial governor demanded
Iraqis stop cooperating with the British. 

Anthony Cordesman of the Washington-based Center
for Strategic and International Affairs said the escalation
in Basra underscored the growing rift among Shiite fac-
tions ahead of the referendum and elections.

Constitution campaign gets Shiite boost
INTERNATIONAL
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ENJOY FEDERAL 
TAX-FREE INCOME.
Call today for a free copy of 
The Complete Guide to Tax-Free Municipal Bonds.
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Brian Hepp, AAMS
Financial Consultant
2425 Olympic Blvd., Suite 130-E
Santa Monica, CA 90404
(310) 453-0077
brian.hepp@agedwards.com

2005 A.G. Edwards & Sons, Inc. • Member SIPC

Moving Overseas?
Call for free survey at your residence w/local

representative.
Reliable and On-time service

Competitive Rates
We ship cars too!

Rinkens International
Toll Free (888) 886-6683     www.r inkens.com

LIVE “ON”
THE MARINA...
in your brand new
apartment home.

Studios $1,775 - $2,375
1 Bedrooms $1,885 - $2,875
2 Bedrooms $2,595 - $3,795
prices subject to change without notice

Available for occupancy
October 2005

310.578.5200  
4500 VIA MARINA

MARINA DEL REY CA 90292
thevillaapts.com

Now Leasing



COMICS
Natural Selection®

By Russ Wallace

Garfield® By Jim Davis

Speed Bump® By Dave Coverly
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310.393.2727

928.222.9992

Bruce@Architects-Engineers.net

B r u c e R u d m a n

A r c h i t e c t s + E n g i n e e r s

27 years of professional expertise in

office, residential, food service,

retail, healthcare and telecom.  Our

team manages all aspects from

creative concepts, acurate docu-

mentation, expedited plan

checks and construction man-

agement.  Renovation and

new construction projects

using traditional architec-

ture through full turn-key

development.  Always,

open communication
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South Beach Cafe’South Beach Cafe’
2 Rose Avenue

Venice, Ca 90291
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$350 per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.  
Call 310-458-7737 and promote your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 38,600.

CCLLAASSSSIIFFIIEEDDSS

CLSS - Restaurant Work
EMPLOYMENT

Restaurant work that’s Tons of fun!
On the sand at the Santa Monica Pier

Love your job at Bubba Gump Shrimp Company
Now hiring all positions

APPLY IN PERSON
250 Santa Monica Pier
9 am – 9 pm

GOT ADVERTISING?
There is no more convincing medium

than a DAILY local newspaper.

Call us about the Service Directory, it’s only

$204 a month!!
Santa Monica Daily Press                    (310) 458-7737

Obituaries

MICHAEL GERALD LYONS

MICHAEL GERALD LYONS, 58,
reached the finish line at his home
in Santa Monica. He was a long
time resident and Vietnam
Veteran. He will be terribly missed
by his brother and sisters, Mary
Catherine, Patrick, Geraldine, and
their children, his nieces and
nephews.
Cherished and loved by his Santa
Monica family, Roxanne, Danielle,
and Tani. 
Be at Peace my Love

Creative
HEADSHOTS - World class
photography. Visit
www.elevenstar.com and see.
Mention SMDP for 10% off.
(310) 866-6693

Employment

ACTIVISTS. NO exerience
required. Flexible hours.  Up to
$150+/day.

First call: 310-281-7529.
Additional questions:310-412-
2450

CASHIER FOR gas station. Customer
service, friendly. Call for more
information (310) 498-7910.
CLSS - Advertising Sales

Newspapers - Magazines

Classified  &  Display: Real Estate, 
Ethnic, Entertainment, Military, 

Business, Finance... 

Well established Co.
50+ years in L.A. 

www.theglobalmediagroup.

com/jobinfo.htm

ADVERTISING SALES  � � � �

Seeking: Self-Motivated, 
Energetic, Experienced 

Professionals.

• High Commissions Paid Weekly

Leads Furnished

• 

• 

Call: Paul 213-251-9100, Ex-25 

and /or Please visit:  

JOB OPPORTUNITIES

• Receptionist
• Transaction Clerk
• Door Knocker
• P/T Driver-Sundays. Must be able

to drive a standard shift. DMV
records required.

George Chung Realtors
Please call (310)391-6346

For an interview, ask for Rob.

MUSIC AIR PLAY Campaign Sales
person in Santa Monica, P/T, 310-
998-8305 x83

CLSS - Investment Sales (310)394-
9800INVESTEMENT SALES:

OIL & GAS. DRILLING
AND OIL PRODUCTION

IS PAYING HIGH
RETURNS TO INVESTORS.

POTENTIAL EARNINGS
$3500-$5000 PER

WEEK. CALL MR. BOND
(310) 394-9800

COUNTER HELP needed. Cafe near
3rd  Street Promenade on Broadway.
Must be experienced. Apply
afternoons in person. 215 Broadway,
SM. (310) 396-9898.

DENTAL FRONT OFFICE and back
office experience. Santa Monica
office. F/T-P/T (310) 393-9706.

DENTAL RECEPTIONIST
and financial coordinator.
Experience with dental insurance
and scheduling. Modern, low-
stress SM office. No HMO or
medical. 1-2 days per week.
(310) 451-1446

ELECTRICIAN/ELECTRICAL Helper
Local electrical contracting co.
seeking persons skilled in electrical
field for commercial and
residential. Must be familiar w/ NEC
codes, read blueprints. Clean
driving record. Contact (310) 392-
7564. Leave message on
voice mail.

FILM CREW/PA’s
Up to $175/day.

jobsinshowbiz.com
(323) 654-8399

FIT FEMALE MODEL WANTED FOR
FIGURE DRAWING BY ARTIST. No
experience necessary call. (818) 501-
0266

FRONT OFFICE receptionist needed,
located on UCLA campus. PLease
fax resume (310) 539-0468.

HELP WANTED. Several positions
available. Front, bartender, kitchen
staff and chef/chef trainee. Full and
part-time.

BENIHANA
(310) 260-1423

1447 4th St., Santa Monica, 
HOME IMPROVEMENT contractor
looking for full-time outside
salesperson. Must be self-motivated.
No experience necessary. Will train.
All leads provided. Commission only.
Potential 40k+. Vehicle a must. Start
immediately. Fax resume. 310-914-
8494.
MUSIC EMAIL promoter, paid
intership, P/T in Santa Monica
job@radio-media.com

NOW HIRING
Sexy upscale young girls for high
class escort agency. $500-$1500
daily. (310) 925-8244
PUBLICITY BOOKER for radio shows.
P/T mornings (310) 998-8305 x82.

Employment
PART TIME
Westwood non-profit organization
needs people with good phone skills
to contact former donors and ask for
contributions. Temporary assignment.
Sun-Th 5-9 pm $10/hr. Call
(310) 453-4289 Barrington Staffing
PERSON TO learn welding and/or
sheet metal assembly. SM (310) 587-
1113.
REAL ESTATE work, Part-time.
Immediate! (Agent’s license needed)
Female preferred, WLA/SM/Brentwood
only. Jean (310) 820-6059.
RECEPTIONIST
SM co seeking someone with a
friendly voice to answer phones &
greet clients. some computer savvy
helpful. Growth opportunities. $10/hr.
Call (310) 453-4289 Barrington
Staffing

RECEPTIONIST: LIGHT phone, data
entry, Excel, Word, processing mail.
Parking paid. Health-care after 30
days. Santa Monica. 9am-6pm.
$500/week. (310) 394-9800

SANTA MONICA Cosmetic/ laser
office P/T front and back office
person needed. Friendly, excellent
customer service and marketing
skills. 

Fax resume to (661) 324-4377.

SINGLE, PROFESSIONAL Mom Seeks
Experienced Child Care Person with
References.  In my home.  2 Boys: 1 &
2 Yrs.  Mon-Fri, daytime.  Noelle 323-
841-7475

VALET: SEEKING reliable valets for
busy SM/ LA location FT/ PT.
Please call (213) 628-9500.

VETERINARY TECHNICIAN: Veterinary
practice seeks mature, friendly,
efficient, and experienced technician
with a commitment to high quality
care. Must be experienced in I.V.C.
placement, blood draws, CPR,
radiograph, anesthesia, and animal
restraint. Accuracy and attention to
detail are critical. F/T and P/T shifts
available. Fax resume to Tony of
Susan (310) 575-5658 or call
(310) 575-5656.

For Sale
FOR SALE: Ceragem acupressure,
massage bed. Heal at home!
$1,800.00 hardly used. Moving. Retail
$2,800. (310) 821-9478.

For Sale
SPA/HOT TUB 2005 Model. Neck Jets.
Therapy seat. Warranty. Never used.
Can deliver. Worth $5750, sell for
$1750 (310)479-3054

Furniture
MOVING SALE! Patio furniture must
go. Moving to smaller home, brown
Jordan Calcutta collection almost
new. Must see to believe. For prices
and pics go to
www.myspace.com/brownjordan
(310)858-0401

Vehicles for sale
1992 BLUE Cadillac Deville. 78,000
miles. Excellent condition $4695.
(323) 294-9233
84 VOLVO 4 cylinder. Runs good, nice
body, as is. $1750 OBO. (310) 428-
0579.
CLSS - Cash 4 Cars

All makes & models, any condition.
We come to you and handle all paper

work. Friendly professional buyer.
Please call now! (310) 995-5898

$$ CASH FOR CARS $$

Vehicles for sale
MITSUBISHI 
SANTA Monica
1501 Santa Monica Blvd.
Santa Monica, CA 90404
866-925-3333

2003 Subaru Impreza
28K Miles 

$19,995 VIN# 808263

2003 Honda Oydessey
16k miles Full Power

$23,995 VIN# 051902

2003 Mazda Miata
Silver/Black 28K miles

$14,495 VIN# 303036

1998 Montero Sport
$8,995 VIN# 013980

2004 Mitsubishi Spyder GT 
Silver/Black  Auto Full power

$18,995 VIN# 048757

2004 Mitsubishi Lancer
Auto Full Power, 31K Miles

$9,995 VIN# 047677

2003 Montero Sport
Blue leather, 22K miles

$16,495 VIN# 024704

1501 Santa Monica Blvd.
Santa Monica, CA 90404

866-925-3333

Wanted
I AM looking to sublease a store on
Main St. or Montana. Excellent credit.
(310) 702-2824

For Rent
1423 24TH ST., UNIT A. Beautiful 1-
bedroom bungalow in delightful
garden setting. Close to medical
facilities and commercial centers yet
located on a quiet tree-lined cul-de-
sac. Very nicely appointed apartment
constructed with eco-friendly
technology. $1500. 1 year lease. No
pets or smokers, please. Call
(310) 877-3074.

MAR VISTA 3909 Centinela Ave., 2+1
$1525/mo. Stove, curtains, carpet,
fireplace, ceiling fans, washer/dryer
hook-ups, one car garage, front and
backyard. Small pet ok with deposit
(310) 578-7512.

For Rent
2000 ALBERTA Ave., Apt 07,  Venice,
Spacious 1 BD. 4 blocks to beach.
Swimming pool. Off-street parking,
new paint, new carpet, quiet
neighborhood, laundry room. 1 year
lease. No pets. $1245. (323) 350-
3988.

30 HORIZON Ave., #6. Venice Beach,
studio 1/2 block from the beach, new
paint, new carpet and vinyl, very
clean, large closet. One year lease. No
pets. $950. (310) 466-9256.
3562 MENTONE AVE. Beautiful 2 bed
2 bath in two-story townhouse layout.
Very quiet, spacious with newly
remodeled kitchen and patio. Well
priced at $1495. Call (310) 877-3074
39 SUNSET Ave., #204. Venice Beach
Studio with ocean view in Tudor style
building. Great location 1/2 block to
the beach. All utilities paid. 1 year
lease, no pets. (310) 396-4443. $850.
52 DUDLEY AVE., #A. Room in a house
with shared bathroom. The house has
a lot of charm.  This unit faces the
walk street and has plenty of light.
Freshly painted and cleaned. 1 block
from the beach. $695/month. 1 year
lease. No pets, no smoking.
(310) 396-4443 x 2002.
671 BROADWAY Ave. Charming 1
bedroom cottage with front porch,
hardwood floors, and claw foot tub in
bathroom. 3 blocks to Abbot Kinney
Blvd and 6 blocks to the beach. $1175
per month. 1 year lease, no pets.
Available for viewing after October 1.
Call (310) 396-4443 x 2002.
816 PACIFIC Ave., #1. Bright beautiful
2 bedroom apt in duplex with
hardwood floors, double glazed
windows and new fixtures.
Dishwasher W/D in unit. Beautifully
remodeled unit. Parking included, one
block to the beach, must see to
believe. $2250/month, 1 year lease,
(310) 396-4443 x 2002.
816 PACIFIC Ave., #2. Large 2-
bedroom apt in ideal location. Close to
the  beach and parking too. Super
modern kitchen featuring stainless
steel and granite counters. High end
upgrades throughout. A must see.
$2995/month, one year lease and no
pets. (310) 396-4443 x 2002.

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
310-869-7901

Happy Apartment Hunting!

PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE
FOR COMPLETE LISTINGS AT:
www.howardmanagement.com

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737
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For Rent
CLSS - Beautiful Montana Gardens

Room and Board
401 Montana Avenue

Your home away from home.

Daily meals, laundry, housekeep-
ing, utilities, and cable. Various
Apartment sizes. Seniors and all
ages welcome.

NOW AVAILABLE
Starting at $2,000/MO
(310) 245-9436

BEAUTIFUL
MONTANA GARDENS

CLSS - Elly Nesis the Best RentalsBEST
RENTALS

ELLY NESIS CO. INC
(310) 396-4443

ellynesis.com

ROQUE & Mark Co.
2802 Santa Monica Blvd.
310-828-7525
Sales, rentals, property
management.

RENTALS AVAILABLE, NO PETS
ALLOWED
For listings, please go to
www.roque-mark.com

RENTALS AVAILABLE
NO PETS ALLOWED

SANTA MONICA

1241 9th St. $1295
Lower 1 bed, new carpet,

Open Sat & Sun 11-3

1214 California, $1700
Upper 2 bed, 2 bath,  Freshly

painted, fireplace, 

624 Lincoln, $1895
Front, lower 2 bed,

Hardwood floors, hookups

1811 34th St., $2550
House, 3 bed, remodeled
New kitchen counter, new
bath vanity, New kitchen &
bath linoleum, Refinished

hardwood floors 

BRENTWOOD
WESTWOOD 

620 Acanto, BW, $795
Upper bachelor, utilities paid,

Fresh paint, laundry room

10611 Ayres, Westwood,
$2400

Upper 3 bed, 2 bath, duplex
New carpet, 2 car garage,

yard

SALES • RENTALS 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

ROQUE &
MARK Co.

2802 Santa Monica Blvd.

310-828-7525

FOR MORE LISTINGS GO TO
WWW.ROQUE-MARK.COM

FREE RENTAL Lists & No Fee 
Rentals. Sullivan-Dituri Company. 
2111 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica, CA
90403.

LOS ANGELES- 1+1 2922 Alsace Ave.,
#4. $650/mo. Stove, fridge, carpet,
blinds, no parking or pets. (310) 578-
7512.

For Rent
MAR VISTA: Pacific, West of Centinela,
2bdrm/2bath. Upper, stove, blinds,
carpet, refrigerator, parking, laundry,
gated entry, no pets $1200/mo
(310) 456-5659

SANTA MONICA $1075.00. 1 bdrm/1
bath. Appliances, Parking, NO Pets.
1935 Cloverfield Blvd., #17. Mgr: #19.
SANTA MONICA $1125/mo
1bdrm/1bath in spacious courtyard
apt. Laundry, parking, blinds, stove,
carpet. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1150/mo
1bdrm/1bath North of Wilshire. Bright,
carpet, balcony, close to shopping.
( 3 1 0 ) 3 9 5 - R E N T
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $1250/mo.
1bdrm/1bath. Hardwood and carpet
floors, subterranean parking, yard,
patio. Sunny! (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $1500/mo
2bdrm/1bath. Hardwood floors,
subterranean parking, laundry, walk
to the beach. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $1675/mo
2bdrm/2.5bath. Spacious townhouse.
Carpets, parking, fireplace, washer/
dryer hookups. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $1680/mo large
1bdrm/1bath with garage. Hardwood
floors, new tile in kitchen & bathroom.
Quiet building. Arizona & Franklin.
(310) 729-5367
SANTA MONICA $1750/mo
2bdrm/1.75bath. Month-to-month
lease. Parking, dishwasher, air
conditioner, controlled access
building. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $2200/mo
3bdrm/1.5bath, no pets. Laundry on
site. Quiet neighborhood, refrigerator,
balcony. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $2400/mo
3bdrm/2.5bath. Carpet and tile. Lower
front. Parking, laundry, balcony,
dishwasher (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com 
SANTA MONICA $800/mo
Studio/1bath. No pets. Laundry on
site, refrigerator, stove. Available now!
( 3 1 0 ) 3 9 5 - R E N T
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $995/mo
1bdrm/1bath. New carpets, upper,
parking, laundry, stove, freshly
painted. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA moderate income
housing: 2bdrm loft, 2 1/2bath, large
living room. 2 level, no pets
$1793/mo. (310) 569-1000.
SANTA MONICA- 3bdrm/1 1/2 bath
townhouse style. 1244 11th St., #I.
Stove, fridge, carpet, blinds, balcony,
laundry, no pets $2200/mo (310) 393-
6322.

SENIORS- AFFORDABLE HOUSING
Live in a BEAUTIFUL

apt/ suite in Beverly/ Fairfax or
Santa Monica: $400-$560/month

(323) 650-7988
WLA $1050/MO. Small cozy 1+1
furnished, utilities paid, patio w/
garden, private drive, top of hill, 1
person, no pets, Centinela, (310)390-
4610
WLA $1195. Large 1+1 Ocean View,
large, private sun deck, private drive,
top of hill, newly decorated, clean and
quiet. 1 yr lease, no pets. Centinela.
(310) 390-4610
WLA $1275/MO. Ocean view and
sunsets. Large 1+1 on top of hill.
Private sun deck, clean and quiet. No
pets. Centinela (310) 390-4610

Houses For Rent
SUNSET PARK: 2bdrm house + bonus
room/1 3/4 bath. Double garage.
Large yard with spa. No pets. 1202
Cedar Ave. $3200/mo. Agent
(310) 371-7300.

SANTA MONICA: SMALL COUNTRY
HOME IN MONTANA AVENUE
NEIGHBORHOOD. Designer’s one
bedroom. Exquisite attention to detail.
HIGH BEAM CEILINGS, HARDWOOD
FLOORS, WOODBURNING FIREPLACE,
Shutters throughout, French Doors to
LARGE PRIVATE GARDEN WITH BRICK
PATIO. New STAINLESS appliances
and LIMESTONE bath. Completely
SECURE and gated environment near
14th and Montana. Enclosed garage,
no pets. $2650.00 per month.
Available October 1, 2005 (310) 826-
7960.

Commercial Lease
304 WESTMINSTER AVE. Office space
available in central location. Close to
business centers and commercial
districts yet close to the beach for that
quick get away! Well priced at
$795/month. Call Jack @ (310) 396-
4443 x 2002.

NAI CAPITAL Commercial
Christina S. Porter, Vice President
Approximately 1,450 sq.ft., Deli/Retail
for Sublease/Lease at 3rd and
Wilshire
(310) 806-6104
cporter@naicapital.com

(310)440-8500 x104

Christina
S. Porter

Vice President

310-440-8500 x.104

1,164 sf of creative office. Newly remodeled. Turn Key.

Roll up door. Phone system, furniture included. $3.00pkg

(310) 806-6104 cporter@naicapital.com

DOWNTOWN SANTA MONICA Private
Office Approx. 280 sq/ft, Windows/
A/C, 310-394-3645
SANTA MONICA 1452 2nd Street. Very
charming building, small offices.
Between $700/mo & $1200/mo.
Includes utilities & cleaning.
(310) 614-6462
THIS PRIME Main Street location is a
good place for a jewelry store, nail
salon, clothing outlet or art gallery.
Public parking available nearby. The
beach is only a few blocks away.
Please contact (213) 500-1166.

Real Estate
BEST BUY HOTLINE

BEST BUY HOTLIST
Reveals 10 best buys in your spe-
cific price range. Free recorded
message: 877-881-6308 ID#
1040. Keller Williams Realty

CLSS - How to Buy A

The Co-Op Home Buying Network

How To Buy A
Home In Any City

No Down, No Credit & No Qualifying!

Mentorship Program for Students
Investors Welcome!

888-255-9999 x1001
www.BuyRealEstate.biz

Licensed Real Estate Agent

Real Estate
BUYING & Selling call: Brent Parsons
at (310) 943-7657 & Thomas
Khammar (310) 943-7656

&Buying
Selling

Brent
(brent@pwrhteam.com)

Thomas
(thomas@pwrhteam.com)

(310) 482-2015
Call us for any of your Real Estate needs.

We can make your dreams a reality

ThePowerhouseTeam

Thomas

Brent

CLSS - Trade Up Mistakes
11 COSTLY HOME

INSPECTION
PITFALLS

Free Report reveals
what you need to know

before you list your
home for sale

Free recorded message
1-888-465-4534

ID# 1040
www.matillarealty.com

Real Estate
PAC WEST MORTGAGE
2212 Lincoln Blvd. in Santa Moncia
1-888-FOR-LOAN
310-392-9223

We Feature 100% interest only loans

Rob Schultz, Broker
Licensed California
Broker #01218743

Equal Housing Lender

PAC
WEST
MORTGAGE
2212 Lincoln Blvd in Santa Monica

1-888-FOR-LOAN
310 392-9223

New option ARM .95%
100% Financing to

$1.5 Million

$650,000
1ST $520,000 @ 5.25% $2,275 P⁄MO
2ND $130,000 @7.75% $834 P⁄MO
Total: $3,114.00 P/MO

* Not Including Tax & Insurance

ROB
SCHULTZ

BROKER
LICENSED CALIFORNIA

BROKER #01218743

WE FEATURE
100%

INTEREST ONLY
LOANS

VERY AGGRESSIVE RATES
30 YEAR FIXED RATES

JUST REDUCED! JUST 5.375%
30 YEAR FIXED 5.875%

10 YEAR/1 ARM 5.75%

7 YEAR/1 ARM 5.625%

5 YEAR/1 ARM 5.375%**

3 YEAR/1 ARM 5.125%**

1 YEAR/1 ARM 5.125%

6 MO./6 MO. ARM 4.375%

1 MO./1 MO. ARM 1.0%*

*Rates subject to change
* As of August 16, 2005

** Denotes an interest only loan

Storage Space
ONE CAR garage for storage. All
enclosed and locked. Easy access.
$195/mo. (310) 451-9497.

Massage
BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal your
body, mind, spirit.  Therapeutic,
Swedish, Deep-tissue. Energy
balancing. Strictly non-sexual.
Introductory specials from $50.00/1hr.
Lynda, L.M.T. (310) 749-0621

EXOTIC MASSAGE by sexy, young,
European female. (310) 210-1436.
Simona.

Massage
CLSS - Oriental Girls

ORIENTAL GIRLS 

#1 PROFESSIONAL
MASSAGE ENVIRONMENT!!!

EXCELLENT!!!
(310) 842-3986

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong and
tender relaxing body work by mature
Europen. Very Professional, Sonja
(310) 397-0433.

MASSAGE TO MAKE 
YOU FEEL GREAT!

Reduced pain and tightness. 
Improved sports performance.

Beachfront studio on Ocean Ave.
(310) 930-5884

www.nydoo.com/massage

MELT AWAY stress with a deep tissue,
light touch, pampering massage.
Outcall only (Westside) (310) 578-
9935 Nana.

Business Opps
ABSOLUTE GOLDMINE! 60 Vending
machines/ excellent locations all for
$10,995. (800) 234-6982.

WANT TO replace an Executive level
salary, without the Executive level
stress?
Learn how now: (800) 656-0731
www.therichlink.com

Yard Sales
GARAGE SALE 524 Lincoln, North of
Montana: furniture, tools,
hardware, etc. Saturday 9am-2pm.

HUGE CHURCH yard sale Saturday,
24th, 9am. 18th and Arizona, Santa
Monica.

Personals
CLSS - Sensitive SecureSensitive, secure, sensual, generous,
considerate, thoughtful, mature, sin-
gle Malibu man seeks sexy, slender,
sincere, nice, kind woman close to
forty without young children, non-
smoker who has a good appetite for
life, enjoys traveling, walking, holding
hands, home time, romance, wine
and having fun!  Please provide cur-
rent photo(s) and I will do the same.
Also, briefly reveal in writing your
best qualities and worst, I will do the
same as a prelude to our first meet-
ing when we talk via phone or e-mail
(you decide). This is a serious pur-
suit of a companion for pleasure and
hopefully more. Rest assured I am
fit and damn good company plus
financially comfortable, also not
unattractive. I will answer every
question you ask honestly and
expect the same from you. No
cooking or cleaning skills required,
what’s important is that you are a
loyal, kind, honest, faithful, well-
groomed, nurturing, affectionate,
and natural person. I want the
remaining years of my good life to
be among the best and simply
desire an attractive lady with the
above qualities to share that time
with. Respond to
goodmanjust4you@hotmail.com or
P.O. Box 4212, West Hills, CA
91308.

TALK TO a model 24hrs.
(310) 786-8400, (818) 264-1906,
(213) 259-1902, (949) 722-2222
$10-$17 for 15 min., ATM/CC/Checks
by phone
www.USLove.com ❤❤
Talk to a Model 24hrs.

310-786-8400
818-264-1906
213-259-1902
949-722-2222

$10–17 for 15 min.
ATM/CC/Checks by phone

www.USLove.com
Your ad could run here!
✆ Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Your ad could run here!
✆ Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Private and Group

Equipment provided

CPR certified

310-920-1265

camp@learntosurfla.com

Surf Lessons

Your ad could run here!
✆ Call us today at (310) 458-7737 Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING CONDITIONS :REGULAR RATE: $3.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20¢ per word per day. Ad must run a minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two
words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra. Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has run more
than once. DEADLINES: 4:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 4:00 p.m. PAYMENT: All private party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks,
credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310)458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa
Monica Daily Press, P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406 or stop in at our office located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Ste. 202. OTHER RATES: For information about the professional services
directory or classified display ads, please call our office at (310)458-7737.
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CLSS - Expert Handyman

Expert Handyman Services
(310) 322-6975

302 West Grand Avenue, Suite 8, El Segundo, CA 90245

www.handymanondemand.com

CLSS - 877-WE-GETEM

877-WE-GET-EM
WE CAN FIND AND SERVE ANYBODY, ANYWHERE, ANYTIME.

Restraining orders & judgement collections our specialty.
lawhotline@aol.com

Services

Cleaning
CLSS - Home

Aury Bonilla  (323) 605-7197

Thorough Cleaning
Houses & Offices

Competitive Rates
Dependable Personalized Service

Great References

Quality
Cleaning

HOUSECLEANING SPECIAL

STARTING AT $99

CLSS - Shampoo CarpetMester Carpet Cleaner
Shampoo Carpet • Stripper & Wax

Buffing Marble & Granite

Ask For Hani
24 Hrs/7 Days A Week

Fast Dry Guaranteed

Tel: 310-349-0222
Cell: 310-600-4339

Gen. Contracting
A.C. CONSTRUCTION commercial &
residential remodel. Honest and
Reliable. Free estimates. Call
(310)278-5380. Fax: (310)271-4790.
Lic# 801884 Fully insured.

A/C CONSTRUCTION
General Construction

Commercial & Residential
Remodel & Add ons

Honest • Reliable
FREE ESTIMATES
— Sabbath Observed—

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

CLSS - Roofing Repairs

Services
CLSS - The LevelThe Level Goes On

Before The Spike Goes In

Romero Rain Gutters
Seamless Aluminum Gutters
Custom Made Color Match

Your Home or Building

(310) 408-5900 or (310) 534-3075

Repairs • Cleaning
Copper Galvanized

Free Estimate

Ask for Jose Romero
Lic. #834699

Handyman
CLSS - Westside Guys

WESTSIDE GUYS
Full Service Handymen

CARPENTRY, ELEC., PAINT, ETC...
TERMITE AND DRY ROT REPAIR

ROOF REPAIR AND WATER DAMAGE
BOB 35/HR (310) 266-6348

CALEB 25/HR (310) 409-3244

Health
CLSS - Dr. Lucas

Services

Instruction
CLSS - Intro to Voice OverINTRO TO

VOICE OVER

REED @ (310) 392-1226
REEDRUDY@VERIZON.NET

AN 8-WEEK WORKSHOP
• Commercials
• Animation/Interactive
• Narration
• All Work Burned on CD

GREAT DEAL
OCTOBER 11-DECEMBER 6

CLSS - Learn to Play

GUITAR
THE VALLEY’S BEST GUITAR
TEACHER IS NOW IN SANTA MONICA

PLAY YOUR FAVORITE SONGS
ROCK, BLUES, FOLK, COUNTRY

GREAT WITH KIDS
GET STARTED TODAY...(818)693-0744
MFITZGIBBON@ADELPHIA.NET

LEARN TO PLAY

Insurance
CLSS - Health Insurance

SELF EMPLOYED?
NEED INSURANCE?
• GREAT RATES
• A+ RATED COVERAGE

DOUGLAS FURUKAWA
(619) 977-8559

Moving & Storage
BEST MOVERS, no job too small!
2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ. Free
prep & boxes. Discount for handicap &
seniors! 
Since 1975, Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193, (310) 300-9194

BEST MOVERS
No job too small

2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ.

Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193  (310) 300-9194

Services

Painting & Tiling
CLSS - Diamond Red Painting

DIAMOND RED PAINTING
AND HANDYMAN SERVICE
A professional painting contractor

License #809274

(818) 420-9565 (Pager)
(818) 415-5189 (Cell)

Senior
Discount
Available

CLSS - Interior and ExteriorMETICULOUS PAINTING

& DRYWALL
Interior & Exterior•FREE Estimates
References Available.
10 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Call Joe: 447-8957

PAINTING
TOP quality A&A
Custom, Interior and Exterior
Free quote, call Jeff Arrieta (310) 560-
9864

PAINTING
Top quality A&A
Custom, Interior 

and Exterior

Free quote, 
call Jeff Arrieta
(310) 560-9864

Personal Services

GET ORGANIZED!
for filing system set-ups, 

unpacking from a major move,
uncluttering closets and 
other home/office paper

management problems, etc.

HIRE A PROFESSIONAL
ORGANIZER!

Call Christine Cohen:
(310) 274-4988

Member: National Association of
Professional Organizers

GET ORGANIZED!
for filing system set-ups,

unpacking from a major move,
uncluttering closets and 
other home/office paper 

management problems, etc.

HIRE A PROFESSIONAL 
ORGANIZER!

Call Christine Cohen:
310-274-4988

Member: National Association of Professional Organizers

Services
CLSS - Learn How You Can

Learn how you can
Create success
career, weight,

relationships & more
Devlyn Steele Life Coach

(310) 383-9040
www.toolstolife.com

Free Consultation

Pet Services
CLSS - Yanked

Tired of being
yanked on
a leash?

We can fix that!
Learning should be fun
for you and your dog.

Life of Riley Dog Training
(310) 581-5152

www.rileydogtraining.com

Photography
CLSS - Headshots

CLSS - We Print the Best

392-22283
1
0

3110 Main St.• Ste 102 • Santa Monica
Free Parking (Enter on Marine)

www.photo-grafica.com
OPEN M-F 9-7, SAT 10-6

Send your photos via the web
& pick them up the same day

PHOTO
GRAFICA
We print the best looking photos in L.A.

B/W & Sepia Prints
Photo restorations

Passports while u-wait
Wallets to posters

Services

Therapy
CLSS - Compassionate Counseling

COMPASSIONATE
COUNSELING
A safe place to make changes.

Life Transitions
Stress

Relationships
Self-Esteem 

Unresolved Grief

Free Consultation
Laurie Levine, MFT (MFC 23031)

Santa Monica/SFV

(310) 284-3699
CLSS - Still Smoking?

Life is short —
Why make it shorter

STILL 
SMOKING?

Certified
Hypnotherapist

John J. McGrail, C.Ht.

(310) 235-2883
www.hypnotherapylosangeles.com

Transportation
YOU SHOULD call: 
Taxi! Taxi!
24 hours a day, 7 days per week in
Santa Monica
Limousine rides at taxi rates
(310) 828-223324 hours a day

7 Days per Week in Santa Monica
All Mercedes Taxi Service!

10% off meter
with mention of Ad

Please call:

828-2233
Computer Services

CLSS - PC Repair

Quick-N-Easy
PC REPAIR

PC Repair • Tune Up
Upgrade • Virus/Spyware
Removal • Data Recovery

Notebook Repair • Networking
Wireless • Security Experts

(310)
309-2441

COMPUTER HELP: Your Office or
Home. Computer Tune-Up. Microsoft
Word, Excel, Powerpoint, Quickbooks
POS. Internet Navigation. Software
Installation. Virus removal. (310) 207-
3366 (310) 801-6845

Computer Services
CLSS - thenerdsquad.net

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737

RUN YOUR DBAs IN THE DAILY PRESS FOR ONLY $60.
INCLUDES RECEIPT AND PROOF OF PUBLICATION. CALL US TODAY @ (310) 458-7737
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“Over 25 years of bringing people home”

OUR UNIQUE FINANCING REFLECTSTHE EVER CHANGING MARKET!

List & Lock:
We LOCK in a low rate for the buyer of your home, free of charge, for up to 6 months.
Buyers never worry about rates going up for YOUR HOME.
Shop & Lock:
We LOCK in a low rate, free of charge, for the purchase of your new home for up to 6
months. Shop without worry about missing today’s low interest rates.

ASK OUR AGENTS ABOUT OUR LIFETIME FREE CONCIERGE SERVICE FOR ALL OF OUR CLIENTS.

3 units + storage or art studio
space in well maintained 1922
craftsman on beautiful North
Venice beach walk street. Looks
like a single-family residence.
Easily convert to single family
home or keep as rental and home.
Building has newer roof and cop-
per plumbing throughout. Studio
space is currently vacant. Owner
will carry 1st with 25% down.
Owner is agent.

124 Park Place, Venice

$1,099,000 Jack Susser 310/393-8491 x4#

ERA IS A PROUD SPONSOR OF THE MUSCULAR DISTROPHY ASSOCIATION.  
A PORTION OF EACH SALE WILL BE CONTRIBUTED TO MDA FOR EVERY HOME SOLD.

2 bedroom 1 bath condo in desirable Santa Monica neighborhood. Walk to shops and restaurants. Move in ready 2nd floor unit.
Remodeled bathroom, new paint, carpet, dishwasher, stove, & garbage disposal. Bedroom has french doors to enclosed private sun porch.

1319 11th Street #9, Santa Monica

$579,000 Janin Paine or Timea Basner 310/393-8491 x3# or  310/560-5088, 310/621-2036

Bright and spacious 2 bedroom 2-bath apartment available for lease. Please call for details.

729 Windsor, Hancock Park

$1,800 Month Karen Acoca 310/393-8491 x23 or 310/261-4089

MATILLA REALTY

2645 28th St. , Santa Monica

Clean seven unit residential income property in prime Santa
Monica area. Annual income is $132,000. 6 units are at mar-
ket rents. Well maintained large apartments, with some
recently rehabed. Copper plumbing throughout, new sewer.
Ideal location, north of Ocean Park, east of Cloverfield, close
to shops, restaurants, commercial centers, easy freeway
access, located blocks from Santa Monica City College.

Offered at: $2,600,000
Call 310 305-8000 x101 - STEVE MATILLA

You now have a vacant lot on one of the best streets in
Playa del Rey. Plans are pending. Plans can be reviewed
at ERA Matilla Realty’s office. Plans call for a contempo-
rary/architectural design for a new four-bedroom, four
bath home of 4,000 square feet. Height limit is 36 feet
from curb and this home will provide ocean-side views
upon completion. Lot is not in Coastal Commission juris-
diction as per owner. This is a rare opportunity. Hurry!.

Vacant lot in Playa del Rey

Great Investment Property in Santa Monica

Just Reduced: $985,000
Call 310 305-8000 x101 - STEVE MATILLA

“We sell it or we buy it”
www.matillarealty.com 
225 Culver Blvd. Playa del Rey CA 90293 
(310) 305-8000 office (310) 306-6177 fax

steven.matilla@era.com
Steve Matilla

Owner/Broker

8317 Delgany Avenue

Be in the middle of it all!
Professional office space available on the Third Street Promenade.

950 square feet of office space conveniently located downtown, a walk away from shops, restaurants and
the beach. Bright office space with high ceilings, natural light, two large private offices and a spacious
reception area. Quiet location with a shared kitchen. New paint and carpet. Parking. Available now.

Call (310) 458-7737 ext. 104
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PRE-OWNED VEHICLES UNDER $10K
2001 MITSUBISHI Mirage [VIN:024439] $4,988 Auto, A/C, Gas Saver
1997 VOLVO 850 [VIN:357081] $6,988 A/C, Power Package, Cassette
2000 TOYOTA Corolla CE [VIN:307891] $7,988 A/C, Power Package, CD Player
1999 TOYOTA Camry LE [VIN:918760] $8,988 Auto, Power Package, Commuter Car
2001 JEEP Cherokee Sport [VIN:589773] $9,988 Only 43K Miles, Power Package, Cassette/CD
1997 FORD Expedition XLT [VIN:840919] $9,988 Leather, Power Package, Chrome

OTHER QUALITY PRE-OWNEDS
2002 Honda Odyssey EX [VIN:516100] $13,988 Leather, Quad Seats
2001 Toyota Highlander SRS [VIN:004221] $16,988 Certified, Moon Roof, Alloys
2002 Toyota Sienna LE [VIN:417631] $18,988 Dual A/C, Quad Seats, Certified
2002 Toyota Camry LE [VIN:057139] $13,988 35K Miles, Certified, Premium Wheels
2001 VolksWagen Jetta [VIN:152085] $13,988 Leather,  Moon Roof, Alloys
2000 Beetle GLX [VIN:480346] $10,988 Turbo, Leather, Moon Roof, Alloys

TOYOTA SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

TOYOTA SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

Call Larry Cook
Pre-owned Sales Manager @ [800] 579-6047
801 Santa Monica Boulevard   Santa Monica, CA 90405
“In Santa  Mon ica ,  On  Santa  Mon ica  @ L inco ln”

Call Larry Cook
Pre-owned Sales Manager @ [800] 579-6047
801 Santa Monica Boulevard   Santa Monica, CA 90405
“In Santa  Mon ica ,  On  Santa  Mon ica  @ L inco ln”

PRE-OWNED VEHICLES UNDER $10K
2001 MITSUBISHI Mirage [VIN:024439] $4,988 Auto, A/C, Gas Saver
1997 VOLVO 850 [VIN:357081] $6,988 A/C, Power Package, Cassette
2000 TOYOTA Corolla CE [VIN:307891] $7,988 A/C, Power Package, CD Player
1999 TOYOTA Camry LE [VIN:918760] $8,988 Auto, Power Package, Commuter Car
2001 JEEP Cherokee Sport [VIN:589773] $9,988 Only 43K Miles, Power Package, Cassette/CD
1997 FORD Expedition XLT [VIN:840919] $9,988 Leather, Power Package, Chrome

OTHER QUALITY PRE-OWNEDS
2002 Honda Odyssey EX [VIN:516100] $13,988 Leather, Quad Seats
2001 Toyota Highlander SRS [VIN:004221] $16,988 Certified, Moon Roof, Alloys
2002 Toyota Sienna LE [VIN:417631] $18,988 Dual A/C, Quad Seats, Certified
2002 Toyota Camry LE [VIN:057139] $13,988 35K Miles, Certified, Premium Wheels
2001 VolksWagen Jetta [VIN:152085] $13,988 Leather,  Moon Roof, Alloys
2000 Beetle GLX [VIN:480346] $10,988 Turbo, Leather, Moon Roof, Alloys

Toyota Prius Drivers Can Now Cruise in
California's Carpool Lanes!
TORRANCE, Calif., Aug. 11 /PRNewswire/ -- Toyota Prius drivers
can now apply for Clean Air Vehicle stickers from the
Department of Motor Vehicles that allow them
to drive with only one occupant in
California's High Occupancy
Vehicle (HOV) lanes.

TOYOTA CERTIFIEDTOYOTA CERTIFIED

2001 TOYOTA PRIUS
$17,988

VIN: 035086  MILES: ONLY 51K

2001 TOYOTA PRIUS
$17,988

VIN: 035086  MILES: ONLY 51K

Top price
paid for

your Prius!


