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JUST CALL HIM ‘WORLD PEACE’
SEE PAGE 19

1433 Wilshire Boulevard,
at 15th Street

310-394-1131 OPEN 24 HOURS

$12.95

SERVED FROM 4 PM

SIZZLING DINNER 
SPECIALS… COOL PRICES!
SOUP OR SALAD, CHOICE OF ENTRÉE & BEVERAGE

LIST WITH KRONOVET,

AND START PACKING!

DRE # 01128992
sales@Kronovet.com

310-829-9303
Robert Kronovet is a California Association of Realtors Director.

Seamus D. McDonald
I am my clients Trusted Advisor

LIFE CHANGES | LEGAL SERVICE PLANS

BUSINESS LEGAL RIGHTS PROTECTION

Insurance Pro with the Fro!

(310) 245-1925 |  Lic #0G41725
smcdonald@newsinsurance.com

PRE-PAID LEGAL INDEPENDENT ASSOCIATE

20th 
Anniversary

SM to
LAX
$30310-444-4444

Hybrid • Mercedes-Benz
not valid from hotels or with other offers • SM residents only • Expires 8/31/10 SantaMonicaTaxi.com

2010 Small Business of the Year Award
California Small Business Association (41st District)

TAKING OVER Brandon Wise brandonw@smdp.com
Members of Santa Monica Spoke take over a parking spot in front of Swingers on
Broadway and Lincoln Boulevard and turn it into a temporary spot of leisure for
cyclists and pedestrians during National Park(ing) Day on Friday. The movement
calls on people to take over parking spaces and turn them into parks for the pub-
lic good. Global Green USA on Main Street also participated in the event. 

Nevada airport may
hold some answers
to tensions between
SMO, neighbors

BY ASHLEY ARCHIBALD
Daily Press Staff Writer

SMO On Monday, Aug. 29, a student pilot in
a Cessna 172 crashed into a home in the
Sunset Park neighborhood of Santa Monica
for unknown reasons.

The accident raised old concerns about
the safety of having airport operations,
including flight schools and private planes,
operating so close to homes.

It’s a complaint David Lerner is well-
acquainted with.

Lerner doesn’t live in Santa Monica. He’s
actually a resident of Nevada, the president
of the Clark County Aviation Association
(CCAA) and sometime patron of the North
Las Vegas Airport, the second busiest airport
in the state with 171,143 takeoffs and land-
ings in the last year.

Like SMO, North Las Vegas Airport has
neighbors.

“Well, it filled up as a result of poor plan-
ning, but that’s something that usually
occurs,” Lerner said. “Airports have a nasty
habit of being magnets for that sort of thing.”

Developers built homes right up to the
outskirts of North Las Vegas, taking advan-
tage of the lower land values, which resulted
in a thriving community immediately under
the flight paths of the seven flight schools
and other general aviation aircraft that oper-
ate out of the airport.

SEE AIRPORT PAGE 10

BY COLIN NEWTON
Special to the Daily Press

OCEAN PARK The family of a Lubbock,
Texas man is asking for help in locating him
after they lost contact several months ago.

Eric Scheller, 24, was reported missing
after Sept. 4, when a notice from Santa
Monica-based Pacific Tow came in the mail,
informing Scheller’s family that his red
Cavalier had been
towed from the
400 block of
Raymond Avenue.

The car was
impounded for an
expired registra-
tion. There were
no signs of foul
play with the car,
police said.

“It’s just weird
that it’s been 11, 12
days and he hasn’t
tried to contact the

Missing Texas
man’s vehicle
found in SM

SCHELLER

SEE MISSING PAGE 11

A tale
of two
airports

BY ASHLEY ARCHIBALD
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITY HALL Mayor Richard Bloom saw some-
thing that he didn’t recall happening in his
12 years on council at Tuesday night’s City
Council meeting.

Marc Zamora, a member of the
Municipal Employees Association, used his
two minutes of public input to encourage
council members to not accept the contract
that union officials said had been ratified by
its members.

“I’m here today to appeal to you,”
Zamora said. “I want to plead and ask for an

SEE MEA PAGE 9

Union brass, rank-and-file
fight over contract ratification



We have you covered

What’s Up

Westside
OUT AND ABOUT IN SANTA MONICA

To create your own listing, 
log on to smdp.com/submitevent

For help, contact Daniel Archuleta at
310-458-7737 or submit to editor@smdp.com

For more information on any of the events listed, 
log on to smdp.com/communitylistings

Saturday, Sept. 17, 2011

Celebrate life
Santa Monica Senior Center

1450 Ocean Ave., 11 a.m. — 4
p.m.

Senior and family arts festival
“Celebration of Life” welcomes
people of all ages to come and

focus on the intergenerational life
experience. The festival explores
the creative side in adults age 50

plus. The free event will have music,
dance, art exhibitions and work-

shops available. Live performances
will be included throughout the area
for your enjoyment. For more infor-

mation, call (310) 458-8644.

It’ll knocker out
The Broad Stage

1310 11th St., 7 p.m.
“What a Pair!” is a Broadway
celebrity concert that benefits

breast cancer research. An array of
performers from Loretta Devine to

Joely Fisher are scheduled to
appear. Ticket information is avail-

able at www.whatapair.org and
reserved seating is $250 to $350.
This price includes the after party
and silent auction, both to be held
immediately after the performance.

For more information, call (310)
499-4888.

Carnival kids 
Boys & Girls Club 

1220 Lincoln Blvd., 11 a.m. — 2
p.m. 

Join the Boys & Girls Club for its
annual Day for Kids Carnival and
Celebration. It’s free and includes
moon bouncers, games, arts and
crafts for kids. For more informa-

tion, call (310) 361-8520.

Coastal cleanup day
Santa Monica Beach

9 a.m. — 12 p.m.
Over 14,000 Southern Californians

are heading down to their local
beaches today for a common pur-

pose: to heal the bay. Participate by
cleaning the sand and water of
harmful and unsightly pollution.

There are over 60 clean-up sites to
choose from. For locations through-
out California, call (800)-COAST-4U

or visit Heal the Bay at
www.healthebay.org.

Sunday, Sept. 18, 2011

Liver die
Ocean View Park

2701 Barnard Way, 7 a.m. — 12
p.m.

The Los Angeles Liver Life Walk will
help raise funds for thousands of
patients battling liver disease and

hepatitis. The American Liver
Foundation supports education,

research and support services for
all coping with the illness. The walk
is free and one can come as a team
or volunteer. Volunteers will receive
a free T-shirt. Call (310) 670-4624

to sign up.

Walk and talk
Santa Monica Conservancy

1400 Ocean Ave., 1:30 p.m. —
3:30 p.m.

The Santa Monica Conservancy is
hosting Discover Palisades Park

walking tours. Tours are held every
half hour through the 1-mile long

city landmark. View historical struc-
tures, unique landscapes, monu-
ments and various works of art.

Tickets in advance cost $10 for con-
servancy members, $15 for general

public, and children aged 12 and
under are free. Tickets purchased
on the day of are $20. For more

information call (310) 496-3146 and
check-in at the visitor center. 

Breakfast  •  Lunch  •  Dinner (Fri-Sat)

Come try our Chicken and Waffles,
Pizza Waffles & Waffle Sliders

~ Illy gourmet coffee ~ 

Monday Closed | Tues - Thurs: 8am to 5pm | Fri - Sat: 8am to 9pm | Sun: 8am to 5pm

2408 Wilshire Boulevard | 310-453-2787
24th & Wilshire – Free Parking in back

Now Open for Dinner!   Friday & Saturday   dinner hours 5–9pm

Family Dentistry
General, Cosmetic, & Implant Dentistry

MODERN, COMFORTABLE AND RELAXED ATMOSPHERE

Gentle Dentistry | Sedation Available | Digital Technology | Smile Makeover | Flexible Financing

Check our monthly promotions on our website   www.santamonicatoothdr.com

2222 SANTA MONICA BLVD, SUITE 202, SANTA MONICA, CA 90404

Ali Mogharei DDS

(310) 829-2224

Basic Cleaning, Exam

and full Mouth Xrays 

$65.00
– Modern facilities, gentle dentistry, sedation

Free Cosmetic
Consultation

Calendar
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BY KEVIN HERRERA 
Editor in Chief 

DOWNTOWN The Santa Monica Chamber
of Commerce has created a foundation
aimed at helping local nonprofits with their
missions while expanding educational pro-
grams and scholarships for students.

“A lot of the things we do are to make a
difference in the community and the foun-
dation will help us make a greater impact,”
said Chamber President Laurel Rosen.

The Santa Monica Chamber of
Commerce Foundation, officially approved
as a 501(c)3 in August, is still in its infancy.
Members of the chamber are working col-
laboratively to develop a strategy and iden-
tify programs that need funding, Rosen
said.

Its mission is to “enhance the greater
Santa Monica community through educa-
tion and other community benefit pro-
grams that improve and enrich our city.”

Susan Inwood, an investment manager
by trade and  co-chair of the foundation
committee, said one of the first areas the
foundation will target is financial literacy
by working with WISE & Healthy Aging to
educate seniors, as well as the Santa
Monica-Malibu Unified School District to
target students who will soon be establish-
ing their own bank accounts and may be
already receiving offers from credit card
companies.

“We’re trying to work in conjunction
with existing organizations to broaden the
scope of their programs and raise funding
to help them do that,” Inwood said.

Another goal is to increase the number
of scholarships awarded to graduating sen-
iors and enhance the annual job fair at
Santa Monica High School.

Chambers of commerce creating foun-
dations is relatively commonplace, said
Steve Snyder, vice president of chamber
relations for the California Chamber of
Commerce. In a survey of chambers across
the state, Snyder said 36 percent had non-
profits, some more than one.

“Most use them for educational pro-
grams, second was scholarships, a third was
community betterment activities and the
fourth was community leadership and
development programs,” Snyder said.

Creating a foundation is recommended,

CITY HALL 
How fast can ya’ go?

City Hall received the Government IT
Innovator Award for Santa Monica City Net,
a 10-gigabyte fiber optic network. 

The award was handed out earlier this
week at the 2011 InformationWeek 500
Conference in Dana Point, Calif. The con-
test, in its third year, works to recognize
state, federal and local agencies for their
ingenious use of information technology. 

The network’s ability to reach speeds of 10
gigabytes per second helps achieve a 67 per-
cent cost reduction, stimulating growth oppor-
tunities that stem from supporting companies
lined against Santa Monica’s Tech Coast with
leading-edge broadband infrastructure.

“Agencies are applying cloud computing,
mobile applications, electronic documents,
and other technologies to provide new and
better public services,” said John Foley, editor
of InformationWeek Government. “We’ve iden-
tified these government agencies as being
great examples of how that’s happening.”

Santa Monica’s broadband model will result
in a reduction of construction costs for new
broadband service. City Hall leases dark fiber to
local businesses. The broadband is set at
100Mbps, 1 Gbps and 10Gbps. This broadband
market expansion for the Internet service
providers (ISPs) may potentially offer service to
small, medium and large commercial buildings. 

“Technology-driven innovation is hap-
pening in surprising places in govern-
ment,” Foley said.

SOPHIA ZHORNE
DOWNTOWN
SM residents win award

The United States captured several titles
and medals at the International Triathlon
Union World Championship, which was held
in Beijing between Sept. 7 and 11. 

Seventy-year-old Santa Monica resident
Peggy McDowell-Cramer competed in both the
ITU Aquathlon World Championship and the ITU
Triathlon World Championship in her age group. 

McDowell-Cramer claimed the gold medal
in the Age Group Aquathlon on Sept. 7, post-
ing a time of 1 hour, 5 minutes and 55 seconds. 

She took the silver in the Age Group
Triathlon on Sept. 11. 

Another Santa Monica resident, Danielle
McLaughlin, took a silver medal in the
Paratriathlon, a division of triathlon that incor-
porates athletes with disabilities, on Sept. 10.

McLaughlin, a relative newcomer to the sport,
said that she is thrilled she could participate. 

“I feel like I’m in a daydream after win-
ning nationals and getting to wear the USAT
uniform. It’s a great experience,” she said. 

COLIN NEWTON

Visit us online at smdp.com

SEE CHAMBER PAGE 11

TAXES    •    BOOKKEEPING    •    STARTUPS    •    CORPS.    •    LLCS

SMALL BUSINESS

STARTUP?
LET ME HELP YOU SUCCEED

(310) 395-9922
SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA

1000 Wilshiree Blvd.,, Suitee 1800 Santaa Monicaa 90401

ATTENTION BUSINESS OWNERS
“Finally an alternative to banks.”

Our check cashing service can help speed up access to critical funds.
We cash checks payable to your business. Safe, private and discreet.

FREE PARKING – GREAT LOCATION - FRIENDLY & EFFICIENT STAFF – NO LINES

Mon-Fri  9am-7pm
Sat  9am-5pm

“Where Your Privacy
Is Respected”

1705 Pico Blvd., Santa Monica, CA 90405
www.santamonicacheckcashing.com  |  smpda@earthlink.net

310.450.5002310.450.5002

Ask for Chris!

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

GIVING BACK Photo courtesy Santa Monica Museum of Flying
Board members of the Employees Community Fund of Boeing California presented a $100,0000 check earlier this week to the chair-
man of the Museum of Flying, David G. Price (far left), to help the museum as it prepares for a grand re-opening later this year. The
new museum will focus on the history of the Donald Douglas Aircraft Co. and the Santa Monica Airport and feature a Wright Flyer
replica, general aviation aircraft and World War II military aircraft. 

Chamber of Commerce creates foundation
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Think of the alternative  
Editor:

I really love the logic of the people who want to close
the Santa Monica Airport. Who cares how long it has
been there, and if they moved there before or after the
airport was there. They want to close it because it is
unsafe. 

Newsflash: Aviation transportation is among
the safest in the world. If these people really
wanted safety they would outlaw driving a motor
vehicle, which is clearly one of the most danger-
ous things you can do in Southern California.
These people should see how many fatalities there
are because of traffic accidents in Santa Monica
and compare to airport deaths.  Why do we not
outlaw drinking in bars or consumption of alcohol?
How many deaths a year are attributed to these
habits?

Let us pretend for one minute the SM Airport was
closed. What would happen there? What kind of
development? I would guess the following: hotels,
restaurants, high-end homes, open space parks, and
most importantly low-income housing. This all adds
up to big dollars for the city of Santa Monica, and
even more grief to the residents of Sunset Park:
more traffic, more drunks, more crooks, more home-
less creeping in and out of your neighborhood and
mine. Good grief. I don’t want it. I will take the noise
and the planes. One thing of note: when you have
time take a look over your head, way up in the sky,
and see those gigantic birds: 747s, 777s, A320s, or
even an A380. Did these people ever wonder if
these aircraft have a catastrophic accident during
their approach to LAX or otherwise? I will take the
Gulfstream or the twin engine Piper going down
instead.

Mario C. Toti, Jr.
Santa Monica

Mind your own business 
Editor:

George Philipson’s letter and extended “logic”
(“Lousy Reasoning,” Letters to the Editor, Sept. 9)
missed runway 21 completely.

First of all, Mr. Philipson, “lousy pilots” was
the third and last reason I listed for closing the
airport, not the only reason. I won’t dignify your
analogies with a response. Even if we banned all
flight schools and only allowed the most experi-
enced pilots to use SMO, I’d want it closed, and
so would thousands of other Santa Monica resi-
dents.

To make sure you read that part correctly, let me
reiterate: Thousands of Santa Monica residents want
SMO closed.

At first, I thought it odd that you ignored most of my
letter, which, had you read it, points out that the safe-
ty of local residents is the primary reason SMO should
be shut down.

According to your byline, you’re not a resident of
Santa Monica, or of California, or even of the United
States. For an Aussie to weigh in on a local matter
halfway across the globe is odd in itself; to respond
while completely ignoring the point of the letter is
something else entirely.

Last I checked, you can’t fly from Australia to SMO,
so how does this affect you? Should Santa Monica res-
idents have a voice in Sydney’s local affairs and berate
your neighbors when they write letters to your newspa-
pers?

If you use SMO and you don’t live here, you’re part
of the reason it needs to be closed, and I thank you for
helping me make my point. If you don’t use it, why do
you care?

And for the record, Mr. Philipson, having lousy read-
ers doesn’t mean that a newspaper should shut down.
It means people need to read more carefully.

G’day, mate.

Steve Schwab
Santa Monica

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Send comments to editor@smdp.com Send comments to editor@smdp.com

On the Beat

Q: I AM UNSURE OF WHAT CONSTITUTES
an emergency and a non-emergency situa-
tion, and don’t want to misuse the emer-
gency operators. What constitutes misuse of
the 911 system?

A: The Santa Monica Police and Fire dis-
patch centers receive many non-priority
calls on our emergency lines. Since we treat
all 911 calls as high priority emergencies
until we know otherwise, sometimes we have
to put a high priority call on hold to answer
a lower priority call. In heavy call volume sit-
uations people reporting true emergencies
may not have their call answered promptly
due to non-emergency callers improperly
using 911.

Improper use of the 911 system is when
someone calls 911 for a situation that is not
an immediate threat to human life or prop-
erty. Appropriate 911 calls are those where
there is immediate danger to life or proper-
ty, such as any property crime in progress
(such as a car that is being broken into now)
or a fire or medical emergency. Other emer-
gencies you should use 911 for include
things such as in progress traffic crimes
(DUI or road rage incidents), assaults in
progress, or immediate traffic hazards (a
large piece of scrap metal in the roadway).
Non-emergency calls, such as a car that was
broken into sometime in the past three
hours or a mailbox that was smashed some-
time overnight are more appropriately
reported to the police on the non-emergency
line, (310) 458-8491. Our non-emergency
line is answered by the same professionals
who handle the 911 calls and is staffed 24
hours a day, but its use allows operators to
prioritize which ringing phone to answer
first and leave the 911 lines open for people
who have immediate emergencies.

Often people call 911 because they don’t
realize there is a better place to call. For
instance, we receive many calls about power
outages. Emergency operators may have no
information regarding the cause or duration
of a power outage. Sometimes people don’t
realize the non-emergency number is 24
hours, so they call 911 for their neighbors’
loud parties, barking dogs, and abandoned
autos. We even get 911 calls of cats stuck in
trees. People occasionally call 911 looking
for other phone numbers, such as police
agencies elsewhere in the state, or local hos-
pital numbers to check on someone who
already is being treated. Using 411 is actual-
ly faster to find those numbers, and most of
them are listed in the phone book.

With all that said, please do not hesitate

to call 911 for an emergency! The Santa
Monica Police and Fire Departments want
to respond to help anyone in need in the
fastest possible way. Calling 911 for a true
emergency will allow us to get to the person
in need quickly.

Q:  WHAT’S THE PURPOSE OF FILING
a police report if something small is stolen?
Is it really worth it to waste the police’s time?

A: If you are the victim of any crime we
strongly encourage you to report it to the
police department. The citizens of Santa
Monica are the police department’s best
observers. Citizen reports many times can
provide a critical piece of information need-
ed for solving a case. Regarding theft specif-
ically, there are several reasons to report it to
the police, even if it is something very small.
For the police department to know there is a
problem, one must be observed firsthand or
be reported to us. We rely on the help of cit-
izens in reporting many of these smaller less
obvious problems. The combined reports
that are generated enable patrol officers and
detectives to concentrate on those areas of
the city that may have a specific problem,
and to address those issues with the appro-
priate resources.

There have been several cases in the past
few years where we were able to better deploy
our resources and capture criminals due to
people reporting their “small item” stolen.
The Santa Monica Police Department is con-
stantly looking for crime patterns or trends.
Once a crime pattern is observed, we quickly
deploy resources to the area and work to rid
the city of crime. In order for the police
department to keep the city of Santa Monica
a low crime, fun place to live, it is imperative
that the citizens and police department work
together. This can be done by reporting all
suspicious activity to the Santa Monica
Police Department dispatch center at (310)
458-8491. Additionally, if you have informa-
tion that is confidential in nature, and do not
wish to be identified after reporting a crime,
you can provide information anonymously
by relaying this desire to the dispatcher with
whom you speak. Only by working and com-
municating together, will we keep the city of
Santa Monica a great place to live and a desir-
able place to conduct business.

This column was prepared by NRO Joseph
Cortez, Beat 4 (Montana Avenue to Interstate
10, 20th Street to Ocean Avenue, excluding
Downtown). He can be reached at (424) 200-
0684 or joseph.cortez@smgov.net.

Knowing when to dial 911
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PRODIGY Chiro-Care & Spinal Rehab
www.prodigychirocare.com | 1511 4th Street | Santa Monica, CA 90401 | (310) 899-1166

SPECIALIZING IN

• POSTURAL RE-EDUCATION

• MOTOR VEHICLE TRAUMA

• WORK TRAUMA

• STRESS REDUCTION

• REPETITIVE TRAUMA

• PERSONAL & FAMILY CARE

MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED -  PPO/POS | Blue Shield | Blue Cross | United Healthcare | Cigna | Aetna | First Health | Medicare

OFFICE HOURS

Monday, Wednesday, Friday
8:30am - 6:30pm

Tuesday
8:30am - 3:30pm

Saturday
By Appointment Only

*Closed Thursday and Sunday

2-hour Free Parking Available

SPINAL DECOMPRESSION

Bulging discs, herniated discs, degenerative disc disease, pinched

nerves, sciatica, and arm pain or leg pain can often be attributed

to your spine asserting pressure on your discs. Poor posture, bad

body mechanics, repetitive stress and acute injury can cause your

vertebrae to compress your discs or to slip out of alignment

which then applies pressure to your discs.

Spinal Decompression Treatment is non-invasive and provides gentle

decompression of the disc through the use of a decompression table

that applies a distraction force to the targeted area of the spine.

“THEY’LL PROBABLY NEVER FINISH IT.
If all those idiots hadn’t kept fussing about
it and trying to stop it, it would have been
finished years ago, and for a lot less
money. But it’s the taxpayer’s money, so
the politicians don’t care.”

“NO, I AM NOT RIDING THE TRAIN. WELL,
when I moved here 20 years ago, I felt that
this was a nice safe quiet little city by the
sea. Now it is going to be unsafe with more
chaos, more trash, more traffic pollution,
we don’t need or want more people con-
gesting our streets in Santa Monica and
our beach. What’s it going to be like on our
streets to have to look out for the train?
Anyway, it’s horrible, I don’t like it.”

“I THINK THAT THE NEW EXPO LINE IS
an absolutely wonderful addition to the
transportation in the city and county of
Los Angeles. I go downtown quite often
and I look forward to using the line. I follow
the construction of the line all the way
through downtown to Culver City and I’m
very excited to see what it looks like. I do
feel that people who are in the process of
suing to stop the line should stop that and
get with the program and realize what a
great advantage it is.”

“IT IS UNCONSCIONABLE THAT THE
Westside, the high-end area of over 2 mil-
lion people would go 60 years without a
train so I would ride it if the conditions
were right and that’s all there is to it. I
don’t know anything about how it will run
and we’ll all just have to see about the
whole thing.”

“AS A LONG-TERM RESIDENT OF THIS
city, and a former landlord at that, even
though I am not disabled, of course I would
like to ride the line, we gotta think about
saving our environment and not putting in
too many carbons into the air.” 

“I’M DEFINITELY GOING TO USE LIGHT
rail. I can’t wait. It will be great to be able
to hop on and ride it all the way to
Downtown L.A., hang out there, visit some
of the art galleries and restaurants and
then ride back without worrying about
traffic or being too drunk to drive. I think it
will cause some traffic headaches, particu-
larly Downtown Santa Monica on Colorado
Avenue because that will be narrowed to

just two lanes, but hopefully those who
come into the city now to work will take it
and that will lessen this impact. I say, all
aboard!” 

“I MIGHT RIDE IT, BUT WHAT I AM MORE
concerned about is what type of people
will be getting off this train and funneled
into the already packed streets of
Downtown Santa Monica. When the 10
Freeway came in, we got an influx of inner-
city people, not all bad, but definitely an
increase in crime and vagrancy. My fear is
that this will happen again with light rail. I
hope we hire more cops because we’re
going to need them.”

“I WILL NOT BE RIDING THE LIGHT RAIL.
Why travel to L.A. unless it’s for forced jury
duty? Light rail is mainly for L.A. residents,
low-income people from L.A. will come
here to go to the beach or wander around
spending little. Developers, businesses and
City Hall leaders think this will be good for
new revenue spending. Santa Monica was
built over 25 years ago, City Hall has since
given up on road infrastructure so with the
10-year plan to eventually ban all private
cars, the Big Blue Bus and light rail will,
they hope, be all you need. Public transit is
the Utopian’s dream, the individual in his
own car is dead. Light rail will just speed up
the destruction of tax payer wealth to the
sleazy developer, the City Hall bureaucrat,
the food-stamp loving Section 8 housing
low-income shopper, all aboard.”

WILL YOU RIDE?
This week, city officials held a groundbreaking ceremony for the Expo Light Rail line.
Many feel that it will relieve traffic on the Westside. 

This past week, Q-line asked:
Will you ride the light rail line or do you think it is being over-hyped?
Here are your responses:

P R O U D LY  B R O U G H T  T O  Y O U  B Y



IF YOU WANT TO INVOKE CHANGE IN
others, you shouldn’t be a food snob.

This weekend the Good Food Festival is
being held in Santa Monica. The festival
offers everything you could want to learn
about good, healthy food; how to get it and
the policies surrounding it.

But even as a health food advocate, I
worry that playing the “food police,” and
forcing consumer change, can sometimes
backfire. However, it seems that the goal of
the Good Food Festival is not to force
change but to bring local farmers into the
spotlight of local consumerism.

As I travel through the local Farmers’
Markets, I often eaves drop on the conversa-
tions of consumers and farmers. One ques-
tion that often arises, “Is your produce
organic?” Sometime it is and sometimes the
answer is, “Well, it’s not organically certified
but we don’t use pesticides.” Sometimes the
person will still buy the produce and some-
times they walk away, looking for that
farmer who bears the expensive organic cer-
tification.

When I was completing my holistic culi-
nary training, I learned this hierarchy of
produce buying: fresh, local, seasonal and, if
you can afford it, organic.

I read a recent study showing that low-
income people opt for empty-calorie
processed foods over fresh foods because they

can’t afford organic. They figure, why bother.
Most of our age-related diseases are a

result of the long-term nutrient deficiencies
we see in these people who aren’t eating
enough produce; diseases such as dementia,
heart disease and cancer.

When we first learned about nutrition
and began identifying vitamins and miner-
als, the emphasis was on, “How much do we
need to prevent deficiencies?” Ironically, this
was around the same time we began to
“process” foods. As long as most of the vita-
mins and minerals were present, food man-
ufacturers figured that we would all be OK
and they could make money by providing
more convenient options for the increasing
pace of the consumer.

Now we know we need more than just the
minimal intake of vitamins and minerals, we
need antioxidants too. No matter how food
manufacturers try to put back all that is
stripped away in processing, they will never
replace what nature created in such perfect syn-
ergy. The only way to live long and thrive, and
hopefully ward off long-term diseases, is to eat
fresh food, local if you can get it, seasonal if it’s
available, and organic if you can afford it.

Don’t be a food snob. Be a fresh food
advocate and make the world a happier and
healthier place for all.

Here’s my contribution. I created these
recipes with some food that was given to me.

While researching mercury in tuna, I learned
that troll caught tuna, like that from Wild
Planet foods, is lower in mercury because the
fish are smaller and have accumulated less
mercury in their bodies. I also learned that
selenium, an essential mineral and powerful
antioxidant, can bind to mercury making it
less “biologically” available in your body. Tuna
is one of the highest sources of selenium. Brazil
nuts are even higher, with over 1,000 percent of
the daily value for selenium in a one ounce
serving, about six nuts. I created this tuna and
brazil nut cake recipe as a way to help con-

sumers safely eat tuna, a tasty, convenient and
affordable source of protein and omega-3 fats.

The white string beans and red potatoes are
courtesy of Alex Weiser, of Weiser Family Farms.

I hope you enjoy these recipes as much as
I did creating them. It’s food like this that
will keep you disease free for life.

EELLIIZZAABBEETTHH  is a registered dietitian and certi-
fied holistic chef who wants to help people live
long and vital lives without going broke. To learn
more, please visit her website:
www.TheKitchenVixen.com
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White string bean & red potato salad
1 lb white string beans or green beans, cut in inch
pieces
1 lb red potatoes, small diced
1 small red pepper, cut into 1 inch long, thin slices
1/4 red onion, cut into 1 inch long, thin slices

Dressing
Juice of one lemon
3 cloves garlic, minced
2 tsp chopped fresh thyme
1/4 cup extra virgin olive oil
1/8 tsp black pepper

Place a steamer basket inside a large pot of boil-
ing water.  Add diced potatoes. Place a lid on
the pot. Steam until potatoes are soft when
pierced with a fork, about 10 minutes. Add
string beans and steam another 3 minutes.
Remove string beans and potatoes from the
pot. Submerge in a bowl of ice water to stop the
cooking process. Drain water. Add red onion
and red pepper. Combine with dressing, cover
with plastic wrap. Let marinade in the refrigera-
tor for at least one hour before serving.

Tuna and Brazil nut cakes
2 5-oz cans Wild Planet light skipjack or albacore tuna
Juice of 1/2 lemon
1/8 yellow onion, minced
1/4 cup ground flax seeds
1/2 cup rolled oats
1/4 cup Greek yogurt
1 cup (4 oz-wt) Brazil nuts or mixed nuts with Brazil
nuts 
1/8 tsp black pepper

Preheat oven to 375 degrees. Place ingredients
in a food processor and pulse to combine thor-
oughly. Shape into palm size portions. Flatten
on a baking tray lined with parchment paper.
Bake for 10 minutes on each side. Serve each
cake with 1/4 cup dip.

Lemony garlic yogurt dip
1/2 cup Greek yogurt
1 clove garlic, minced
Juice of 1/2 lemon
1/8 tsp black pepper

Elizabeth Brown Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Kitchen Vixen

Don’t be a food snob



WEEKEND EDITION, SEPTEMBER 17-18, 2011
Food

7Visit us online at smdp.com

1315 3rd Street Promenade  |  4th floor (above food court)
Santa Monica 310.394.1300 www.burnfit.com

Downtown Santa Monica. Free Parking

Lose Weight And Win!

WEIGHT LOSS CHALLENGE BEGINS SEPT 19
Two month challenge, based on the most % of body fat lost, 
using our weight loss program,  fatburn.com

WINNER: FREE ONE YEAR MEMBERSHIP TO BURN FITNESS!
2ND PLACE: 3 FREE MONTHS 
3RD PLACE: a Burn Fitness T-shirt and Water

$59.99 month to month membership
(Reguarly $89.99)

Contact Kejo or Sacha to sign up!  kejo@burnfit.com

IN AN AREA JAM PACKED WITH
restaurants it is easy for a simple diner to get
overlooked, even if that diner is the biggest,
brightest building on the block. I have rode
my bike past The Firehouse on the cusp of
Venice and Santa Monica on Main Street
countless times but never really gave it much
more than a glance. Little did I know that the
Firehouse was full of all sorts of surprises.

Confirmed from what I presumed by
owner Leiko Hamada this restaurant was
indeed originally a firehouse dating back to
1902-1907 depending on who you ask. It was
not until the mid ‘50s that it ceased to be a
firehouse and it was not until 1986 that
Leiko purchased the property. One of the
keys to owning a former firehouse is finding
a good painter. Leiko went through three
different painters until she found one who
was able to give The Firehouse a deep red
coat that could stand the sands of time and
not fade away into an unappealing pink. The
enormous building truly has a tale of two
halves. It is essentially two different restau-
rants under one roof.

They made a name for themselves back in
the mid to late ‘80s when the area was a body
building Mecca. Gold’s Gym being blocks
away attracted many weight lifters asking for
an egg white breakfast. While The Firehouse
offers up your standard omelets, breakfast
sandwiches, and from what I hear, a very
good eggs Benedict on the weekends, the
diner developed a menu catering to the
bodybuilder’s palate too.

The Bodybuilder Breakfast consists of 8-
ounce scrambled egg whites, three pancakes
or oatmeal, and a choice of 6-ounce chicken
breast, steak, or other meat ranging from
$8.95 to $14.95. Ask any strongman and they
will tell you that is a lot of protein bang for
your buck.

While the back area serves up food to reg-
ulars and bodybuilders alike, the front of the
house is a different story. In 1993 director
James Cameron opened a post production

company blocks away from The Firehouse.
In uncanny timing the restaurant just
received their liquor license and subsequent-
ly opened their bar up front. Alcohol to edi-
tors is like egg whites to bodybuilders. It is
not a rare occurrence to see post production
people discussing their projects over rounds
of beers at The Firehouse. Along with a solid
selection of beers and wines, the kitchen
offers up an eclectic mix of salads, entrees,
and of course fireman’s chili.

The Firehouse has a pretty enticing happy
hour menu as well. From 4:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.
they offer up $3 domestics and $4 to $5
imports, and an assortment of $5 appetizers.
In another twist, the front area also has a
sushi bar. While usually this would be out of
place in such an establishment, the fact that
Leiko used to own a sushi restaurant before
The Firehouse gives it merit. Plus how could
you complain with $5 rolls during happy
hour?

With the Google offices moving in down
the street, things may get even more hectic in
the area. Certainly good for business, but
Leiko confessed she did enjoy things when
they were quieter years back. The Firehouse
attracts a variety of different customers but
locals and families are still their solid base. The
menu at first glance may seem completely
random, but once you know a little of the his-
tory of the 100-plus-year-old firehouse, you
start to realize everything is there for a reason.

If You Go
The Firehouse 
213 Rose Ave.
Venice, Calif.
90291
(310) 396-6810
www.firehousevenice.com

MMIICCHHAAEELL  can be seen riding around town on his
bike. To reach him visit his Twitter at
twitter.com/greaseweek or his website at tour-
defeast.net

Michael Ryan Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Tour De Feast

Photo courtesy Michael Ryan
PUMP YOU UP: The Firehouse restaurant caters to body builders at nearby Gold's Gym with
protein-packed dishes like this one, the Gold's Gym rice bowl with steak, spinach, and broccoli.

Five alarm food at The Firehouse

office (310) 458-7737

TELL SANTA MONICA WHAT YOU THINK!
WRITE A LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Email to: editor@smdp.com or fax to (310) 576-9913
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BY MARCUS WOHLSEN
& SHEILA V KUMAR

Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO Some California schools
are turning away middle and high school
students who have not received a required
whooping cough vaccine while others are
defying a law passed last year after a historic
spike in cases of the potentially fatal disease.

The law approved last September initially
required all students entering grades seven
through 12 to get vaccinated by the start of
the 2011-2012 school year. Lawmakers
passed a 30-day extension this summer as
districts worried many students wouldn’t
meet the deadline.

Under California law, students also can
still attend if their parents file a form saying
they oppose vaccines.

No statewide estimates of the number of
students turned away is available because
districts are not required to report their final
vaccination tally until December, state edu-
cation and public health officials said.

But anecdotal reports from individual
districts indicate the percentage of students
meeting the requirement varied widely, from
about half of students to nearly all.

“We’ve done a tremendous amount of
outreach with the schools trying to let them
know,” said Linda Davis-Alldritt, the school
nurse consultant for the education depart-
ment.

On Thursday, San Francisco Unified
School District began sending home stu-
dents who arrived without proof of vaccina-
tion or a parental personal belief exemption.

District spokeswoman Heidi Anderson
said the district estimates about 2,000 stu-
dents, or 10 percent of the student body, are
still unvaccinated. The district held a free
vaccination clinic at its offices Thursday and
was providing shots at individual schools on
Friday.

District officials were optimistic that
most students would be able to return to
class soon.

“We’re getting down to it,” Anderson said.
The Folsom Cordova Unified School

District hit the extended deadline Friday for
having all students immunized. Mary Ann
Delleney, director of health programs for the
district, said about 2,250 students who have
yet to get vaccinated won’t be turned away.

“We will not withhold education for stu-
dents, but we will make every effort that we

possibly can to be in compliance with state
law,” she said. The district had 70 whooping
cough cases last year, she said.

State education officials said allowing
unvaccinated students on school premises at
all broke state law, but that the education
department had no power to sanction defi-
ant districts. Schools in California lose
money for each absence.

Allowing unvaccinated students to come
to school also puts the students themselves
and others exempted from the vaccine for
medical or personal reasons at greater risk,
said John Talarico, chief of immunization
for the California Department of Public
Health.

“If one of them gets it and they’re all
together, you now have a whole pool of sus-
ceptible people,” Talarico said.

San Diego Republican Assemblyman
Nathan Fletcher, a co-author of the law, said
students who haven’t been vaccinated
shouldn’t be at school at all, regardless of the
funding or instruction children might miss.

“This is not an academic or philosophical
discussion. Children have died as a result of
this. We took very seriously out obligation to
protect children so I think school districts
need to take seriously the obligations to
comply with it,” he said.

The vaccination mandate covers about 3
million public and private school students
who public health officials say have lost
much of their immunity since receiving
their original immunization against whoop-
ing cough before entering kindergarten.

California saw more than 9,000 whoop-
ing cough cases diagnosed in 2010, the high-
est number in the state since 1947. Ten
infants too young to receive the vaccine died
from the illness. About 2,400 cases have been
diagnosed so far in 2011, but the state has
seen no fatalities.

The highest percentage of California stu-
dents entered kindergarten last year in more
than 30 years under a California law that
allows parents to exempt their children from
vaccines for philosophical or religious rea-
sons, according to state health records.
About 3 percent of incoming kindergartners
received either a personal belief or medical
exemption from state vaccine requirements.

Health officials said there was no firm
link between lower vaccination rates and the
rise in whooping cough cases. The vaccine’s
effectiveness also wears off over time and
doesn’t work for all people, Talarico said.

Calif. schools turn away
unvaccinated students
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extension on the negotiated contract with
the MEA.”

Zamora and what he says are 200 other
members of his union have accused the
union leadership of voting irregularities that
render the 195 to 118 vote in favor of the
contract moot.

President April Hansen denies any such
claims, saying that the vote was conducted
differently than in years past, but only to
maximize workers’ opportunities to get their
voices heard and keep the ratification confi-
dential.

The vote for union members to ratify the
contract was conducted on Monday, Sept.
12, a day before the council was due to
accept it. The vote was held so close to the
deadline because negotiations were compli-
cated by the wide range of employees cov-
ered. The union represents everyone from
community service officers to trash collec-
tors and mechanics.

Unlike previous years, the voting was
conducted in eight shifts. The first began at
6:30 a.m. and the last began at 9:30 p.m.,
Hansen said.

That was primarily to make sure that
members that work swing shifts and grave-
yard shifts would have an opportunity to
vote, unlike previous years where it was con-
ducted in two bouts in the middle of the day.

“There was a common complaint that
not everyone can come out,” Hansen said.
“This year we had more takeaways, and we
wanted to make sure that all of our shifts
had an opportunity to participate.”

The takeaways Hansen refers to were the
reduction in benefits that nearly all city
employees had to accept in their contracts as
a nod to worsening economic times.

The deal that membership voted on
included a 2 percent cost of living salary
adjustment for the first year, and a 3 percent
adjustment for the second year.

It reduced the amount of workers com-
pensation available to workers after 30 days
off of work, and gives City Hall more flexi-
bility in how much it has to pay an employ-
ee if they are moved to a lower-paying job
for budgetary reasons.

That provision is called a y-rating, and is
considered a prime protection, Zamora said.

“It was an exciting time, we were united
as a union,” Zamora said.

When Zamora went to vote, the things he
calls “irregularities” became apparent.

First, he was not asked to sign by his
name when he checked in to vote, and he
was actively encouraged not to sign his bal-
lot, which is normal procedure for officer
elections in the MEA.

The ballots were then placed in a zip bag
rather than a locked box, and, Zamora says,
taken home by the union’s treasurer.

“It’s the first time this has ever happened,
period,” Zamora said.

Zamora began cycling a petition through
the membership as soon as he heard the
results read on Tuesday, just four hours
before the council meeting was set to begin.

“We had a small time frame of ballots
going in that day, and the city council voting
on it that day,” Zamora said. “It gave us a
small time frame on protocol of what we
needed to do.”

In those few hours, Zamora and his com-
patriots gathered 200 signatures to request a
re-vote.

At the time, Donna Peters, director of
human resources with City Hall, said she
had not been told of any violations of the
bylaws.

“They also have a hired firm that repre-
sents them and was a chief spokesperson at
the table,” Peters said. “They did not notify
me that there were any improprieties.”

There wasn’t time to notify her, Zamora
said.

“We did not know the chain of com-
mand, that Donna Peters was to be notified,
or the city manager himself,” Zamora said.

Zamora alleges that the bylaws were vio-
lated, and that employees are supposed to
sign each ballot. Hansen disagrees.

“There are very clear parameters for the
election of directors,” Hansen said. For the
ratification of the contract, that is not the
case.

“There are clear parameters for quorum,
but as far as conducting the vote, there is an
ambiguity,” she said.

The legal group hired by MEA counseled
that they make the ratification an anony-
mous process, and so they tried to prevent
voters from signing the ballots.

She chalks up the confusion to misinfor-
mation and poor communication, which is
challenging given the huge diversity of the
union.

“It’s incredibly challenging, not because
of the people involved, but the inconsistent
communication. That’s why things like this
blow out of control,” she said. “We can’t just
send out a mass e-mail and hope everybody
gets it.”

If the membership decides to pursue alle-
gations of impropriety, their recourse is to
go to the Public Employee Relations Board
with their concerns.

“If the union believes there’s a violation
of collective bargaining statute, PERB has
initial and exclusive jurisdiction to evaluate
that claim,” said Les Chisholm, division chief
of the Public Employee Relations Board.

ashley@smdp.com

MEA
FROM PAGE 1
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(310) 828-3333
www.passengerswanted.net

• Beautiful Towncars and Vans

• Reservations required

• Charter/Party service • Call for value pricing

LOCAL
TOWNCAR
SERVICE
"NO METER, NO DRAMA"

Santa Monica
to LAX $35

(add $10 for pickup from LAX)

SkyCar LIMO
Towncars and Vans

Pacific Opera Project Presents

DON GIOVANNI
at the Miles Memorial Playhouse

with orchestra in Italian with English supertitles

September 23 (8:00), 25 (7:30), 30 (8:00)

and October 1 (3:00), 2 (3:00)

Tickets start at $20 and are available at

www.pacificoperaproject.com

For information call 323-739-6122

“That does breed problems if you have an
accident,” Lerner said.

And they did. Two fatal accidents out of
flight schools within six days of each other.

Much as in Santa Monica, the communi-
ty reeled. Activists mobilized. Legislators got
involved. The future of the airport seemed in
question.

VGT remains the hub of general aviation
in a county-run five-airport system in
Nevada, despite the tragedies. SMO’s fate is
less certain.

A disclaimer: Although SMO and VGT
share some similarities, they also have fun-
damental differences.

VGT is much bigger, with three runways
and additional safety devices, largely due to
the $80 million in grant money officials
accepted from the Federal Aviation
Administration since 1987.

Santa Monica has refused additional
grant money from the FAA since 1984, and
does not have emergency systems to catch
jets and other planes that go awry.

That and other operational differences
make it difficult to compare their accident
rates directly.

However, according to statistics compiled
by the National Transportation Safety Board
(NTSB), 29 planes have gone down in the
vicinity of North Las Vegas since Jan. 1,
2001, resulting in eight deaths.

The same query for Santa Monica shows
eight, with seven deaths.

None of the airplane accidents out of Santa
Monica resulted in “ground” injuries, meaning
that no bystanders were hurt by the falling
planes, said Chris Dancy, spokesperson for the
Airline Owners and Pilots Association,or AOPA.

“In a given year, the number of ground
injuries can be counted on one, sometimes
two hands,” Dancy said. “The danger to peo-
ple on the ground is very small.”

The accidents listed do not fully describe
the situation, according to statistics com-
piled by Zina Josephs, chairperson of the
Friends of Sunset Park neighborhood group.

According to her totals, there have been
83 accidents and 40 fatalities resulting from
airplanes at SMO, flying to SMO or operat-
ed out of SMO, as well as two in the Santa
Monica airspace since 1982.

Those accident reports were gleaned not
just from the NTSB database, but also from
airport-related websites, including those run
by locals — jetairpollution.com, casmat.org
and badair.org — and national organiza-
tions like AOPA.

The additional sourcing fills in gaps left
by NTSB searches, which only count flights
that went down in Santa Monica city limits.

For instance, that search would not include
a fatal wreck one year ago which went down at
Penmar Golf Course, less than a quarter mile
from the site of the August accident.

National statistics tend to throw local
observations into sharp relief.

General aviation, which is the category of
flights that both SMO and VGT supports,
has seen a substantial decline in activity over
the past decade, according to NTSB stats in a
report entitled “Annual Review of U.S. Civil
Aviation Accidents, 2007-2009.”

“The overall accident rate has remained
relatively flat, at about six accidents per
100,000 flight hours, and the fatal rate has
stayed at about one fatal accident per
100,000 flight hours,” the report reads.

In 2009, general aviation pilots logged
just under 24 million flight hours, which
equates to roughly 240 deaths, on average.

Compare that to the tens of thousands of
fatal accidents that occur on America’s high-
ways and byways — 30,797 resulting in
33,808 deaths in 2009 — and general aviation
flying seems like traveling in bubble wrap.

That’s faint consolation to those that live
in the surrounding neighborhoods, who, by
dint of flyovers, pollution and noise — the
three most common complaints about the
airport — feel as though the sword of
Damocles were hanging over their heads.

Martin Rubin, a Los Angeles resident and
anti-airport activist, has felt that fear.

He saw a jet coming in low and gun its
engines while it was still in a seemingly-awk-
ward position, realizing it wouldn’t make its
approach to the runway.

The plane righted itself and made the
landing on a second pass, but it left Rubin
flustered.

“It really shook me up,” Rubin said.
Relations between SMO and its neigh-

borhood are sour. City Hall is currently
engaged in a “visioning process” looking at
possible uses for the airport if, as city offi-
cials hope, the FAA loses its control over the
uses of the airport when its 1984 agreement
expires in four years.

The FAA, for its part, maintains that is
not the case.

In an attempt to impress the positives of
the airport upon residents, a group called
Friends of the Santa Monica Airport has
engaged in a public relations campaign.

Its most recent attempt, called Day at the
Airport, would have put old aircraft on dis-
play and taught visitors about different avia-
tion occupations, had it not been canceled
three days prior out of fears that too many
people would attend.

Back in Nevada, it was exactly things like
Day at the Airport that helped ease tensions
between VGT and the surrounding commu-
nity, Lerner said.

CCAA puts on annual open houses, invit-
ing people into the airport to teach about
airport operations.

“It’s a dynamic process, not something
that’s static,” Lerner said. “We keep after it.
You can’t just stop doing this. If you do, peo-
ple have a tendency to forget.”

ashley@smdp.com

AIRPORT
FROM PAGE 1

FIle photo
JET SETTING: A plane preparing to land at Santa Monica Airport flies over a neighborhood off
of Bundy Drive. City Hall and the FAA are embroiled in a battle over the future of the airport. 
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• Low Prices
• Reliable Service
• Experienced Drivers
• On-Time

Call
Now!

310.444.7777
www.MetroCabCo.com

27.90*

from SM to LAX

New Lines For A New Decade:
What Redistricting Means for our Communities

SANTA MONICA PUBLIC LIBRARY, MAIN BRANCH, 601 SANTA MONICA BLVD., SECOND FLOOR, MULTIPURPOSE ROOM

FREE

EVENT

PUBLICINVITED

FEATURING: Janis Hirohama  |  Peter Yao  |  Jeanne Raya  |  Raphe Sonenshein
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: Barbara Inatsugu at inatsugub@aol.com

PRESENTED BY:

League of Women Voters of Santa Monica
Monday, Sept. 19th, 6:30–8:45pm

• Plenty of Free Parking

• Free refreshments

• Meet the Founder - Director and 
Cornerstone Faculty 

• Join the fun of a Drum Circle 

• Hear Performances by our students 
and faculty members

• Take a Tour of our beautiful 
new facilities

• Find out more about Music Therapy

• Observe and Participate in 
lessons and classes

• Explore the curriculum of the 
Harmony Road Piano Course 

• Try out playing a New Instrument 

• See our Young People’s Music 
Preparatory Programs 

• Get to know our Suzuki 
Strings Programs

OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, September 18, 2011 from 11am–5pm

12121 W. Pico Blvd. at Bundy Drive,
Second Floor – West Los Angeles

RSVP 310.820.1620
www.cornerstonemusicconservatory.org

Our 41st Year of Bringing 
Music and People Together!

Snyder said, because it gives chambers
another weapon to raise funds. They offer
more flexibility and are more attractive to
those looking to make donations. The cham-
ber itself is classified as a trade organization
by the IRS, which means donations to the
chamber are not tax deductible as charitable

contributions like they would be with a
501(c)3.

Rosen said more information on initia-
tives will be released in the coming months.

“The main thing is to get more of our
members engaged in the community where
they work and spend much of their time
away from home,” she said.“It’s important to
give back.”

kevinh@smdp.com 

CHAMBER
FROM PAGE 3

police department to try and get his car out,”
said Nikki Vaughan, Scheller’s sister-in-law.

Scheller has not been in contact with his
family since April, Vaughan said, but they
were unaware he’d left the state.

It is possible that Scheller had gotten into
financial trouble, she said, and that motivat-
ed his flight to Santa Monica.

“We’re thinking that he went there to stay
with somebody,” Vaughan said about the car
being picked up on Raymond Avenue.
“Maybe he was parked there and staying in
that area.”

But his decision to head to Santa Monica
was unexpected. Vaughan said that the sud-
den disappearance is uncharacteristic of
him, and his family did not believe he knew
anyone on the west coast. “There’s really no
reason why he’d go to California, not that we
know of,” Vaughan said.

Scheller had been going to Texas Tech in
Lubbock until recently when he dropped
out, Vaughan said. Scheller, who lived off
campus with roommates, had not been
helping to pay the bills, and his roommates
were seeking legal action.

They intended to file a civil suit seeking
$3,000 before Scheller disappeared in
August. Scheller only took his laptop, his
PlayStation 3 and a handgun, Vaughan said,
possibly to pawn them off for gas money.

“[His roommates] dropped the suit and
kept his stuff because it was worth about
that much money,” Vaughan added.

Investigators from Lubbock sheriff ’s
department will be contacting  the SMPD on
Monday in regards to Scheller, said SMPD
Sgt. Richard Lewis.

Scheller’s family is concerned, having been
without contact for so long. The disappearance
so far from his hometown came as a shock.

The family contacted the Santa Monica
Police Department, as well as the Daily
Press. “We were just thinking of getting his
picture in the paper,” Vaughan said.

“Hopefully, he sees it,” she added.
Ultimately, they want Scheller to know

that they’re worried and want him to reach
out to them.

If you have any information on Scheller
or his whereabouts, contact the SMPD at
(310) 458-8416, the Lubbock Police
Department at (806) 775-2816 or Scheller’s
family at (512) 757-7561.
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BY GREG RISLING
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES Katharine McCall found her-
self in a tough spot over the Thanksgiving
weekend four years ago as she tended to a
woman in labor. The student midwife said
she was unable to reach a licensed supervi-
sor, so she did what anyone would do in that
situation — she delivered the baby.

Her actions and her intentions were con-
tested in a criminal case that concluded
Friday in a Los Angeles courtroom, where a
judge sentenced McCall to three years of
probation. The case raised questions about
the practice of midwifery and whether state
officials were too aggressive in filing charges
against her.

Midwifery has been controversial in the
United States because some physicians
believe it’s unsafe. Ten states prohibit the
profession, according to Midwives Alliance
of North America. The advocacy group esti-
mates more than 8,000 midwives practice in
the U.S.

Brietta Clark, a professor at Loyola Law
School, said there’s a movement among
mothers who want to give birth outside of
hospitals. She said she understood why
McCall was charged, because the medical
board wants to ensure people are receiving
safe services and advised properly.

“People don’t have a good sense of what
complications there may be,” Clark said.
“The licensing of midwives makes sure peo-
ple are trained to respect the holistic aspect

while having a trained eye.”
In McCall’s case, a complaint was made

to the California Medical Board about a
November 2007 delivery in which the
baby’s shoulder was stuck and the mother
suffered a vaginal tear. Although the
mother and baby recovered fully, McCall
was charged and found guilty last month
of one count of practicing medicine with-
out a license.

Superior Court Judge Stephen Marcus
said while McCall used very poor judgment
and she appeared to be motivated by money,
she has had no problems with any other
births since she received her license last year.

“Delivering babies is a serious business,”
Marcus said. “I don’t accept that Ms. McCall
had a right or an obligation to deliver a baby
without a licensed midwife there.”

McCall had faced up to three years in
state prison, and prosecutors indicated to
Marcus they initially were seeking a 16-
month term. After consulting with a super-
visor, Deputy District Attorney Hubert Yun
sought a reduced sentence in which she
would serve time in jail and perform com-
munity service.

Yun contended McCall never intended to
have a licensed midwife deliver the baby and
even bragged upon arriving at the pregnant
woman’s house that she had helped deliver
another child without anyone’s help.

“She never took responsibility in this
case,” Yun said. “She has no remorse, your
honor. She put two lives at risk during this
delivery.”
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BY DARLENE SUPERVILLE
Associated Press

ALEXANDRIA, Va.  President Barack Obama signed into law
Friday a major overhaul of the nation’s patent system to ease
the way for inventors to bring their products to market. “We
can’t afford to drag our feet any longer,” he said.

Passed in a rare display of congressional bipartisanship,
the America Invents Act is the first significant change in
patent law since 1952. It has been hailed as a milestone that
will spur innovation and create jobs.

The bill is meant to ensure that the patent office, now fac-
ing a backlog of 1.2 million pending patents, has the money
to expedite the application process. It now takes an average
of three years to get a patent approved. More than 700,000
applications have yet to be reviewed.

“Somewhere in that stack of applications could be the
next technological breakthrough, the next miracle drug,”
Obama said. “We should be making it easier and faster to
turn new ideas into jobs.”

The president signed the bill after touring Thomas
Jefferson High School for Science and Technology in
Alexandria, Va., where he examined student projects, includ-
ing a wheelchair that responds to brain waves. Obama at one
point had to step aside as he admired the technological dis-
plays. “I don’t want a robot to run over me,” he said.

The law aims to streamline the patent process and reduce
costly legal battles. It was backed by companies including
Google and Apple as well as the U.S. Chamber of Commerce.
Small-scale inventors are divided, with some arguing that
the law will give the edge to big corporations.

Obama was joined at the signing ceremony by Senate
Judiciary Committee Chairman Patrick Leahy, D-Vt., and
House Judiciary Chairman Lamar Smith, R-Texas, the two
main sponsors of the legislation.
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BY JULIE WATSON
Associated Press

SAN DIEGO Nearly 70 years after expelling
Melvin Dwork for being gay, the Navy is
changing his discharge from “undesirable”
to “honorable” — marking what is believed
to be the first time the Pentagon has taken
such a step on behalf of a World War II vet-
eran since the repeal of “don’t ask, don’t tell.”

The Navy notified the 89-year-old former
corpsman last month that he will now be eli-
gible for the benefits he had long been
denied, including medical care and a mili-
tary burial.

Dwork spent decades fighting to remove
the blot on his record.

“I resented that word ‘undesirable,’” said
Dwork, who was expelled in 1944, at the
height of the war, and is now a successful
interior designer in New York. “That word
really stuck in my craw. To me it was a terri-
ble insult. It had to be righted. It’s really
worse than ‘dishonorable.’ I think it was the
worst word they could have used.”

For Dwork, victory came with a heart-
breaking truth: Last year, when the Navy
finally released his records, he learned that
his name had been given up by his own
boyfriend at the time.

The decision to amend his discharge
papers was made by the Board for
Corrections of Naval Records in
Washington.

In its Aug. 17 proceedings, obtained by
The Associated Press, the board noted that
the Navy has undergone a “radical depar-
ture” from the outright ban on gays that was
in place in 1944. The board pointed out
Dwork’s “exemplary period of active duty”
and said that changing the terms of his dis-
charge was done “in the interest of justice.”

Navy officials declined to discuss Dwork’s
case, citing privacy reasons.

“I think that with the end of ‘don’t ask,
don’t tell,’ there is a growing realization
within the military that not only gays be
allowed to serve openly now but this was
probably the wrong policy all along,” said
Aaron Belkin, an expert on gays in the U.S.

military at the University of California, Los
Angeles.

He added: “This illustrates, at least in the
case of one person, that the military is trying
to set things right.”

About 100,000 troops were discharged
between World War II and 1993 for being
gay and lost their benefits as a result, Belkin
said. Under the more relaxed “don’t ask,
don’t tell” policy, which allowed gays to serve
as long as they kept their sexual orientation
to themselves, about 14,000 troops were
forced out, but most were given honorable
discharges that allowed them to draw bene-
fits. The repeal of “don’t ask, don’t tell” offi-
cially takes effect Tuesday.

Since Congress voted last year to repeal
the Clinton-era law, dozens of gay veterans
who were given undesirable, dishonorable or
less-than-honorable discharges before 1993
have stepped forward, seeking to have the
stain removed from their records, according
to the Servicemembers Legal Defense
Network.

The SLDN, which provides free legal rep-
resentation to gays in the military, said
Dwork is the first World War II veteran they
know of to succeed in getting his records
changed.

Many of the other cases involve veterans
from the Gulf War era of the early 1990s.
Next to Dwork, the oldest veteran is from
the Vietnam era, the SLDN said.

Navy officials said that legally, they could
have amended the discharge records of gay
veterans even during the “don’t ask, don’t
tell” era. But they could not say for certain
whether that was ever done. And the SLDN
said it could not recall any such cases.

“As the military progresses and the cul-
ture progresses, people should not be left
with the inaccurate characteristic of their
service with words like ‘unfitness’ or ‘unde-
sirable’ on their paperwork,” said David
McKean, SLDN legal director and Dwork’s
attorney. “That paperwork has consequences
for people throughout their lives.”

Dwork was not allowed to draw GI bene-
fits to continue his studies as a young man
and was denied medical care in his later

years. He said he needs a hearing aid that he
cannot afford.

Over the years, he filed countless requests
with the Navy, traveled to Washington, lob-
bied lawmakers and hired a law firm to help.

The Board for Corrections of Naval
Records said it would reinstate Dwork’s ben-
efits retroactively. But exactly what that
means — whether, for example, the Navy
will write him a check for the benefits he
missed out on over a lifetime — is unclear,
his attorney said.

The son of open-minded, liberal parents,
Dwork grew up in Kansas City, Mo. He said
he realized at 18 that he was gay and had his
first serious relationship soon afterward
with a man he met while studying at the
Kansas City Institute of Art. Both joined the
Navy hospital corps in 1943.

“I had heard that the hospital corps was
simpatico to gay people,” Dwork said. “Being
in the hospital, you took care of people who
were in trouble.”

While working at the Marine base on
Parris Island, S.C., Dwork sent letters to his
boyfriend, stationed in New Orleans, declar-
ing in one: “I love you, love you, love you
incessantly.” But after his gay friends warned
him to be careful, he stopped writing love

letters.
Later, Dwork was sitting in class, training

to be an officer at the University of South
Carolina at Columbia, when MPs showed
up, whispered something in his instructor’s
ear and marched him out of the room. His
teacher told the class that if he were Dwork’s
father, he would cut off Dwork’s genitals.

He was thrown in the brig, then trans-
ferred to a psychiatric ward in Charleston,
S.C., where he said he spent a couple of
weeks being peppered with “stupid” ques-
tions.

“This patient is a 22-year-old male who
keeps his robe tightly wrapped around him
and speaks in a slightly effeminate manner,”
the doctors wrote in their report. They said
Dwork took an “avid interest in female
attire, household furnishings and shopping.”

Dwork said he had assumed his love letters
had fallen into the wrong hands and led to his
discharge. After he recently learned the truth,
he contacted his former boyfriend, who had
long ago married and had children. The man
did not want to discuss the matter, Dwork said.

Dwork said he does not blame his former
boyfriend; he said the young man was pres-
sured into giving up names as part of a
“witch hunt.”

WEEKEND EDITION, SEPTEMBER 17-18, 2011
National

15Visit us online at smdp.com

Svetlana A.
Pilyugina, M.D.

Kenneth R.
Diddie, M.D.

Is your vision 
getting worse?

Are you over 55?
Do you have Diabetes?

Do you have Hypertension?
Diagnosed with Macular Degeneration?

Call for appointment today at  310.449.9229
Office Locations: Santa Monica, Encino, Westlake Village

Most forms of insurance are accepted

www.retinalconsultants-sc.com

Personalized

approach to 

each patient.

Advanced 

diagnostic 

technology.

Protect yourself
from the silent

causes of 
vision loss.

Doctor and staff
speak Spanish,

Russian, and
Ukranian.

AP Exclusive: Navy clears gay WWII vet’s record



International
16 WEEKEND EDITION, SEPTEMBER 17-18, 2011 We have you covered

(213) 482-1567 
nowlegalonline.com

Celebrating  
40 Years

*CALL US FOR DETAILS

2 4 - H O U R  A T T O R N E Y  S E R V I C E

* Get a FREE Lunch with every 10 Deliveries

• Rush Messenger Service
• Rush Court Filings
• Licensed Process Servers
• Mobile Notaries
• Mobile Copy Service
• Drivers Equipped with a Handheld 

Radio for Immediate Contact

BY HADEEL AL-SHALCHI
& RYAN LUCAS
Associated Press

SIRTE, Libya Moammar Gadhafi’s fighters
beat back an attempt by Libya’s new govern-
ment Friday to crush remnants of the old
regime, forcing revolutionary troops into
retreat in the mountains and turning
Gadhafi’s seaside hometown into an urban
battlefield of snipers firing from mosques
and heavy weapons rattling main boulevards.

The tough defense of the holdout towns
of Sirte and Bani Walid displayed the fire-
power and resolve of the Gadhafi followers
and suggested Libya’s new rulers may not
easily break the back of regime holdouts. It
also raised fears the country could face a
protracted insurgency of the sort that has
played out in Iraq and Afghanistan.

“The Gadhafi loyalists have so many
weapons,” cried Maab Fatel, a 28-year-old
revolutionary fighter on the front lines in the
mountain enclave of Bani Walid, 90 miles
(140 kilometers) southeast of Tripoli.

“This battle is really crazy,” Fatel said, his
uniform splattered with blood from carry-
ing a wounded comrade.

Revolutionary forces began the day by
streaming into Bani Walid but pulled back
after intense fighting failed to dislodge pro-
Gadhafi snipers and gunners from strategic
positions. The two sides traded relentless
mortar and rocket fire across a 500-yard-
wide desert valley called Wadi Zeitoun that
divides the town between north and south.

Mohaned Bendalla, a doctor at a field
hospital in nearby Wishtata, said at least six
rebels were killed and more than 50 were
wounded.

Inside the town, a radio station believed
linked to one of Gadhafi’s main propagan-
dist kept up a steady stream of appeals to
fight and rants that demonized the revolu-
tionaries as traitors who did not honor
Islamic values.

“These revolutionaries are fighting to
drink and do drugs all the time and be like
the West, dance all night,” the announcer
claimed. “We are a traditional tribal society
that refuses such things and must fight it.”

Ahmed Omar Bani, a military spokesman
for Libya’s transitional government, dis-
missed such allegations, saying the revolu-
tionary forces’ only goal was “to liberate our
people.”

In Sirte, Gadhafi’s birthplace on the
Mediterranean coast, his backers rained
gunfire down from mosque minarets and
high-rise buildings on fighters pushing into
the city from the west. In the streets the two
sides battered each other with high-caliber
machine guns, rockets and rocket-propelled
grenades.

At one point, a pickup truck filled with
revolutionary forces rushed back to the rear
lines, its bed bloodied and strewn with the
body parts and mangled face of a fighter
who had been manning a machine gun.
Other fighters shouting “God is great” pulled
out his lifeless remains and comforted his
partner, the pickup driver.

NATO warplanes swept overhead, but it
was unclear whether there were fresh
airstrikes to help the anti-Gadhafi advance.
The alliance said it struck multiple rocket
launchers, air missile systems, armored vehi-
cles and a military storage facility in Sirte on
Thursday when revolutionary units
launched the offensive.

Gadhafi’s spokesman, Moussa Ibrahim,
said loyalist forces inflicted a heavy blow

Friday on their enemies, killing many and
taking many others hostage.

“We have the ability to continue this
resistance for months,” he said in a phone
call to Syrian-based Al-Rai TV, which has
become the mouthpiece for the former
regime.

Ibrahim said some Gadhafi supporters
have infiltrated the revolutionary forces and
were working to sabotage them from the
inside.

Despite the latest setback, Bani, the mili-
tary spokesman, said Libya’s new rulers
hoped to liberate the whole country by the
end of this month.

The loyalists still hold a swath of Libya
along the central coast and into the southern
deserts more than three weeks after revolu-
tionary fighters swept into Tripoli and drove
out Gadhafi. The whereabouts of the ousted
leader and several of his sons remain
unknown.

Hundreds of former rebels have massed
deep in the southern desert and were trying
to negotiate with villagers in a pro-Gadhafi
area to surrender peacefully and avoid
bloodshed.

The fighters captured an air base about
45 miles (70 kilometers) north of the loyalist
stronghold of Sabha on Thursday. Col.
Bashir Awidat, who is from the Wadi Shati
region, said they need to secure the area
before moving against Sabha.

Awidat said two former rebels and four
loyalists were killed in the fighting, and that
they had taken 14 prisoners.

He added that the villagers had been iso-
lated and believed Gadhafi’s propaganda.

“They think that we’ll raid their houses
and rob them. The media coverage here has
been bad for 42 years and it has trained peo-
ple to think a certain way, and that will take
time to change,” he told The Associated Press
at the air base.

The new leadership has been gaining
international support in its campaign to
root out the rest of Gadhafi’s regime and
establish authority. French President
Nicholas Sarkozy, British Prime Minister
David Cameron and Turkish Prime Minister
Recep Tayyip Erdogan all visited Tripoli this
week.

Erdogan joined Friday prayers in Tripoli’s
Martyrs’ Square, the heart of the city once
known as Green Square where Gadhafi’s
regime threw rallies of supporters before his
fall.

“You have shown the whole world that no
one can stand before the power and the will
of the people,” Erdogan told a cheering
crowd of thousands. He predicted the Syrian
regime would be next to fall, saying “the era
of autocracy is ending.”

The U.N. General Assembly also voted
Friday to give Libya’s seat in the world body
to the National Transitional Council, which
is the closest thing the oil-rich North African
nation has to a government.

The vote means that a senior council offi-
cial will be able to join world leaders and
speak for Libya at next week’s ministerial
session of the General Assembly, and partic-
ipate in meetings.

Also Friday, the U.N. Security Council
approved a new U.N. mission in Libya and
the unfreezing of assets of two major oil
companies. It also lifted a ban on flights by
Libyan aircraft and modified an arms
embargo.

But the fierce resistance in Bani Walid and

Gadhafi loyalists beat back
assault on strongholds
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BY DAVID MCHUGH
& GABRIELE STEINHAUSER

AP Business Writer

WROCLAW, Poland The European Union’s
27 countries overcame a year of infighting to
agree Friday to tougher budget rules that
make it easier to punish overspending gov-
ernments, but failed to produce any new
measures that might contain the debt mar-
ket turmoil threatening it.

Polish finance minister Jacek Rostowski
said his EU counterparts approved the
measures at their meeting in Wroclaw,
Poland, where the officials were under inter-
national pressure to show some progress in
their fight to contain the debt crisis.

Although the new rules will not ease
immediate market concerns about debt, they
are a first indication that Europe’s states are
willing to give up some sovereign powers to
bolster longer-term confidence in the region.

The yearlong delay and the complicated
voting procedures that define the final deal,
however, suggest more progress will be hard
to come by.

“I don’t say that it is perfect,” European
Central Bank President Jean-Claude Trichet
said of the compromise deal. “But it is a very
significant improvement.”

Under the new rules, it will be easier to
put sanctions on governments that breach
the EU’s limits on debts and deficits, because
in most cases a state would have to rally a
majority of governments to stop the punish-
ment. That is a reversal of powers, since until
now, a majority was necessary to impose
sanctions. Governments that are found to
ignore warnings can also be punished.

In the years before the current crisis,
many European states — including
Germany and France — had broken the EU
rule requiring deficits to be kept below 3
percent of gross domestic product. Experts
say that the lack of accountability has helped
cause the rise in government debt that is
currently afflicting the region.

The eurozone ministers are under intense
pressure to find solutions to the debt crisis
that has hobbled their 17-nation currency
union for almost two years.

U.S. Treasury Secretary Timothy
Geithner’s presence at Friday’s informal
meeting — the first time for an American
Treasury chief — was an indication of the
fears that Europe’s turmoil will hurt the

global economic recovery.
Yet Friday’s meeting produced little con-

crete progress toward snuffing out the more
immediate crisis, in which high interest rates
threaten to cut indebted countries off from
bond market financing. Greece, Ireland and
Portugal have needed international bailout
loans to avoid defaulting on their debts, and
eurozone officials are trying to keep default
fears from pushing Spain or Italy, regarded
as too big to bail out, into default.

Eurozone officials said they would not
decide until October on whether Greece had
met conditions to receive the next install-
ment from its original 110 billion ($151
billion) bailout, required to keep it from a
default that could trigger wider financial
havoc among Europe’s shaky banks.

They also could not agree to resolve a dis-
pute over Finland’s demand for collateral to
cover its contribution to a second, 109 bil-
lion ($150 billion) bailout agreed when the
first did not put Greece back on its feet.

Other calls, such as increasing the size of
the eurozone bailout fund or providing
more government stimulus to fight a growth
slowdown that could make the debt crisis
worse, were rejected.

For the longer term, calls have been grow-
ing louder for the 17 eurozone countries to
coordinate their fiscal and economic policies
much more closely to avoid similar crises in
the future and more importantly to assure
financial markets of the endurance and
unity of the currency union.

However, the struggle over the new budg-
et rules, which dragged on after the
European Commission proposed the new
legislation in September 2010, has raised
doubts that eurozone states would be willing
to give up more decision-making power to
central authorities such as the commission,
the EU’s executive body.

The European Central Bank had been
particularly critical of states’ attempts to
preserve powers to stop sanctions, saying
initially that even the original proposals
from the commission were not tough
enough.

Trichet said that in the medium-term,
further steps were necessary to make sure
that governments maintain healthy
economies and tax and spending policies.

The deal on the budget rules is expected
to be passed by the full European Parliament
later this month.

EU toughens budget rules
but stalls on Greece

Sirte underscored how difficult the task of
uprooting Gadhafi’s last bastions might be.
The revolutionary forces have been looming
on the outskirts of the two towns for weeks,
and attempted another significant assault on
Bani Walid last week, only to be repelled by
unexpectedly strong loyalist counterattacks.

The fighters made their first big foray
into Sirte on Thursday but met a heavy
backlash. A roadside bomb struck a bus,
killing 11 former rebels on board.

On Friday, smoke rose above the city
from heavy fighting, much of it along one of

Sirte’s main roads, the First of September
Street, a date that marks the anniversary of
Gadhafi’s more than 40-year rule.

Revolutionary forces barraged by sniper
fire and rockets let loose with machine guns
fixed on the back of pickup trucks.

Nearby buildings were pockmarked with
bullet holes. Commanders said they had cap-
tured the city’s old airport on its western edge.

In Bani Walid, fighters raised the new
Libyan flag over an abandoned electricity
building before the order to pull back.
Around the buildings lay a huge Gadhafi
poster bent in half and torn billboards with
pictures of the ousted dictator. The walls
were still sprayed with graffiti reading,“Long
live Moammar.”
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BY SAMANTHA CRITCHELL
AP Fashion Writer

NEW YORK Vera Wang’s spring collection covered all the
bases — some things for the red carpet, some athletic-
inspired silhouettes and some high-concept fashion.

It pretty much mimicked the front row crowd at her New
York Fashion Week show Tuesday.

Beyonce and Kim Kardashian were there. So was Serena
Williams. And, yes, that WAS Madeleine Albright.

“Vera believed in empowering women,”said Albright, the first
woman to become a U.S. secretary of state. “When women are
politically and economically powerful ... there is more stability.”

Wang opened her show with featherweight layers of
white, including a sleeveless peplum coat with an oversized
hood worn over a slip dress. She then moved into more color

than editors, retailers and stylists are used to seeing from her.
The designer featured the hot pink, purple and mint

green that have emerged as top shades for next season.
Cindi Leive, editor in chief of Glamour, found herself

drawn to the psychedelic-print skinny pants, the textured
fabrics and the tough shoes “you’ve come to expect from
Vera.” Overall, though, Leive said next season seemed a bit of
a departure for Wang, who despite her background in bridal
gowns, has favored darker, somber looks.

“There was a lightness of shapes and ideas,” she said. “The
shapes were interesting but they will also look great on
women’s bodies.”

The “up-and-down hemline,” shorter in the front and
longer in the back, likely will resonate with shoppers, pre-
dicts Leive. “It’s going to feel new to a lot of women and
that’s what makes you want to shop: newness.”

Vera Wang goes eclectic for spring

BY SAMANTHA CRITCHELL
AP Fashion Writer

NEW YORK Pack your oversized, distressed leather bag:
Michael Kors plans to take his customer on safari next
spring.

The heavily textured, mostly muted-colored clothes Kors
offered for women and men at his New York Fashion Week
show Wednesday were inspired by the designer’s three safari
trips to Africa.

“If I could, it would be my South Beach ... you can go
direct from Atlanta,” Kors joked backstage.

Kors told his models to step out on the runway like chic
globe-trotters. “You are the most glamorous, sexy couple in
safari history,” read a sign that hung right where the catwalk-
ers lined up in position. “Brad and Angelina are jealous of
you.”

For their adventures, Kors suggests a womenswear

wardrobe of hand-dyed caftans, ponchos and serape-style
wrap skirts, worn with cashmere henleys and animal-print
maillot swimsuits. For something a little dressier, Kors sent
out dresses made of feathers hand-painted like leopard skin,
and a tiger-print duchesse trench coat.

Calling the suede Bermuda-length jumpsuit with its slim,
refined shape a “safari romper” didn’t do it justice, and the
zebra-print linen shift is the kind of laid-back piece Kors said
he strived to do. “I wanted dresses that feel as easy to throw
on as a T-shirt,” he said.

The many textures and raw edges in this collection was
purposeful as a follow-up to last season, which was a sophis-
ticated homage to New York. He often mines favorite haunts
of the jet-set for inspiration.

Few cut a dress quite like Kors, observed Ken Downing,
senior vice president and fashion director for Neiman
Marcus. “He celebrates women and femininity and curves.
He understands the woman whose life goes from 8 to 8, cof-
fee to cocktails.

Kors’ jet-setting muses land in Africa this spring



BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

LOS ANGELES Ron Artest’s bid to become
Mr. World Peace was delayed, but not
denied.

A court commissioner granted the Lakers
forward’s request to officially change his
name to Metta World Peace on Friday, three
weeks after the bid was blocked because
Artest had unpaid traffic tickets.

Artest, 31, did not attend a brief hearing
Friday.

Superior court spokeswoman Patricia
Kelly said that Artest’s new last name will be
World Peace.

His publicist, Courtney Barnes, said the
player chose Metta because it is a traditional
Buddhist word that means loving and kind-
ness toward all.

“Changing my name was meant to
inspire and bring youth together all around
the world,” World Peace said in a statement
released after the hearing. “After this short
delay, my tickets have been paid and I’m glad
that it is now official.”

He requested the change in June, citing
only personal reasons. He is scheduled to

appear on the next season of “Dancing With
the Stars.”

Barnes wrote in an e-mail that World
Peace will now have to get a new driver’s
license to reflect his new name, but the
switch won’t affect his contracts with the
Lakers or any endorsement deals.

Artest helped the Lakers win an NBA title
in 2010 and in April he received an award for
outstanding service and dedication to the
community.

He has testified before Congress to sup-
port mental health legislation.

Artest isn’t the first athlete to adopt an
unusual name.

Lloyd Bernard Free, a professional bas-
ketball player who played in the league from
1975-88, had his first name legally changed
to World in 1981. A friend had given him the
nickname because of his 44-inch vertical
leaps and 360-degree dunks.

In the NFL, wide receiver Chad Johnson
legally changed his last name to Ochocinco
in August 2008 to reflect his jersey number.
The name means “eight five” in Spanish.
Ochocinco is now with the New England
Patriots.
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RECYCLE NOW!
Aluminum Cans

$1.80 per pound with 
this coupon expires 9-30-11

Aluminum       Plastic       Glass       Bi-Metal       Newspaper
CardboardWhite/Color/Computer Paper       Copper & Brass       

X
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24
TH

MICHIGAN

C
LO

VE
R

FI
EL

D

10 WEST

Santa Monica Recycling Center
2411 Delaware Avenue in Santa Monica

(310) 453-9677

THE CITY OF SANTA MONICA 
IS INVITING PROPOSALS

TO LEASE RESTAURANT SPACE
ON THE SANTA MONICA PIER 

The City of Santa Monica seeks proposals from interested, experienced, and qualified
restaurant operators to lease a space on the Santa Monica Pier to operate a restaurant offer-
ing lunch and dinner with alcohol service and evening music and entertainment.  The busi-
ness plan of the prospective Operator’s restaurant concept should expand upon and
enhance the current offerings on the Pier.  The lease space is at 256 Santa Monica Pier
and is approximately 4,309 square feet that consists of 3,366 square feet of interior space
and 943 square feet of outdoor dining space.  To download the RFP, please go to:

http://www.smgov.net/Departments/HED/Economic_Development/Space_and_Opportunities
/Spaces_and_Opportunities_Available.aspx, or call Donna Rickman, Project Manager, at
(310) 458-8906 to request this package.  

Proposals are due by no later than 4:00 p.m. on Wednesday, October 12, 2011. They may
be delivered by mail or by hand to the City of Santa Monica Economic Development
Division, 1901 Main Street, Suite E, Santa Monica, CA 90405. 

SURF CONDITIONS WATER TEMP: 61°
SWELL FORECAST
Weekend we should see a bit better size at south facing breaks, about waist+, maybe some chest
high waves from time to time. West facing breaks are looking at waist+ waves. 

LONG RANGE SYNOPSIS
MONDAY LOOKS LIKE A KNEE TO WAIST HIGH DAY FOR MOST BREAKS WITH THE BEST SIZE AT SOUTH FACING SPOTS. 

TIDE FORECAST FOR TODAY IN SANTA MONICA

NBA 

Ron Artest’s name change to
Metta World Peace approved

office (310) 458-7737

RUN YOUR DBAs IN THE DAILY PRESS FOR ONLY $40
INCLUDES RECEIPT AND PROOF OF PUBLICATION. Call us today
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The Meaning of Lila By John Forgetta & L.A. Rose

By Jim DavisGarfield

Strange Brew

Dogs of C-Kennel By Mick and Mason Mastroianni

Pisces, be with pals
ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
★★★★ You might feel awkward. Events and
people could surprise you. Go with others' sug-
gestions. Relax and let go of a problematic
work-related situation. Tonight: Be aware of
your feelings, though you don't have to act on
them.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
★★★★★ You know what is happening, espe-
cially as you are likely to be the instigator.
Fatigue or a responsibility could play into your
plans. You could be taken aback by someone's
reaction. Tonight: It's your call.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
★★★ You might choose to say little. Others
aren't used to the quiet you. Not judging or not
expressing your judgments could help some-
one feel more centered. Make easy, low-key
plans. Tonight: Let mystery shroud your plans.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
★★★★★ Find your friends or go somewhere
where there are a lot of people. How about
going to a baseball game or a movie? Don't
spend the whole day alone; you won't feel
good. Tonight: Where the party occurs.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
★★★★ Others seem to have strong opinions.
Listen rather than shut them down. You hear
news that could toss your plans into chaos. You
intuitively know which way to go. Funnel your
energy into a celebration or get-together. Your
impact is clear. Tonight: Could go until the wee
hours.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
★★★★ Go for a day trip. You need a change of
scenery. The same end result could be
achieved by going to a good movie or escaping
to an environment where you feel no connec-
tion to the here and now. A partner acts in an
unpredictable manner. Tonight: Opt for a differ-
ent type of experience.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
★★★★★ Deal directly with a partner and handle
a personal matter. Your smiling demeanor draws
others closer. A close friend or loved one might
surprise you with his or her actions. You are being
reminded not to lock anyone into any set image.
People change. Tonight: Dinner for two.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
★★★★★ Others might be unusually challeng-
ing or, at best, demanding in their unique way.
You might want to shake up the status quo.
Extremes and emotional responses seem to
come forward. Refuse to take a comment per-
sonally. Tonight: Choose from your invitations.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
★★★ Pace yourself with the understanding that
you are human, and humans do get tired.
Sometimes you push yourself too hard, for too long.
Remember, this is your Saturday, too. Nervous ener-
gy can carry you only so far. Tonight: Keep it low-key.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
★★★★★ You are too playful to do the same
old, same old. A child or loved one comes up with
a very fun idea. Why not? Let your hair down and
simply relax. Laughter surrounds this activity
and anything else you might be inclined to do.
Tonight: Living it up as if there is no tomorrow.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
★★★ You might opt to stay close to home.
That decision doesn't preclude having a good
time. In fact, the unexpected could come
through your door out of the blue. Excitement
surrounds communication. Tonight: Make it
easy. Invite friends over.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
★★★★ Your ability to share and discuss what is on
your mind draws many. Be careful with stress or
frustration. You might need a break from the
"annoying" situation in order to recycle. Use care
with funds and spending. Tonight: Hang out with
your pals.

Your wisdom and ability to detach can make all the dif-
ference. You will see the results in all areas of your life,
from success to improved decision-making to better
relationships. Others feel safer with you and feel your empathy and caring when you no longer
trigger. If you are single, you could meet a foreigner or someone very different. Be open to the
experience. If you are attached, the two of you will go through changes, especially as your
sweetie could be unpredictable on some level. 

★★★★★Dynamic   
★★★★ Positive 
★★★ Average   

★★ So-So   
★ Difficult

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS
The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:HHaappppyy  bbiirrtthhddaayy

By John Deering Speed Bump By Dave Coverly

Aero Theatre
1328 Montana Ave.
(310) 260-1528

Saturday, Sep. 17, 2011
The Great Ziegfeld (NR) 2 hrs 56min
7:30pm

Sunday, Sep. 18, 2011
Peter Bogdanovich double feature.
The Last Picture Show (R) 1hr 58min
Texasville (R) 2hr 3min
7:30pm

AMC Loews Broadway 4
1441 Third Street Promenade
(888) 262-4386

Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows - Part 2
(PG-13) 2hrs 10 min
11:50am, 3:00pm

Stay Cool (PG-13) 1hr 34min
11:30am, 2:00pm, 4:30pm, 7:00pm, 9:45pm

Rise of the Planet of the Apes (PG-13) 1hr
44min
12:30pm, 3:15pm, 6:10pm, 9:00pm

Shark Night 3D (PG-13) 1hr 35min
6:00pm, 8:20pm, 10:30pm

Contagion (PG-13) 1hr 45min
11:45am, 2:30pm, 5:15pm, 8:00pm, 10:30pm

AMC 7 Santa Monica 
1310 Third St.
(310) 451-9440

Lion King (G) 1hr 27min

11:55am, 2:35pm, 5:15pm

Straw Dogs (R) 1hr 45min
10:45am, 1:30pm, 4:15pm, 7:15pm, 8:00pm,
10:00pm, 10:45pm

Warrior (PG-13) 2hrs 19min
11:40am, 3:10pm, 6:30pm, 9:45pm

Debt (R) 1hr 53min
11:15am, 2:00pm, 5:00pm, 7:50pm, 10:45pm

Help (PG-13) 2hrs 17min
11:55am, 3:25pm, 7:00pm, 10:20pm

Contagion (PG-13) 1hr 45min
11:00am, 1:45pm, 4:30pm, 7:15pm, 10:00pm

Lion King 3D (G) 1hr 29min
11:15am, 1:45pm, 4:20pm, 7:00pm, 9:30pm

Laemmle’s Monica Fourplex

1332 Second St.

(310) 478-3836 

Mozart’s Sister (Nannerl, la Souer de Mozart)
(NR) 2hrs 00min
11:00am

Love Crime (Crime d'amour) (NR) 1hr 46min
11:00am, 5:30pm

Burke and Hare (NR) 1hr 31min
1:10pm, 3:20pm, 8:00pm, 10:15pm

Special Treatment (Sans queue ni tete) (NR)
1hr 35min
1:40pm, 4:10pm, 7:00pm, 9:30pm

Buck (PG) 1hr 29min

11:00am

Guard (R) 1hr 36min
1:30pm, 4:20pm, 7:10pm, 9:40pm

Our Idiot Brother (R) 1hr 30min
1:50pm, 4:50pm, 7:30pm, 9:55pm

Sholem Aleichem: Laughing in the Darkness
(NR) 1hr 33 min
11:00am

AMC Criterion 6 

1313 Third St.

(310) 395-1599

Bucky Larson: Born to Be a Star (R) 1hr
36min
2:30pm, 8:00pm

Crazy, Stupid, Love (PG-13) 1hr 47min
11:15am, 1:55pm, 4:40pm, 7:30pm, 10:20pm

Colombiana (PG-13) 1hr 47min
11:40am, 5:15pm, 10:25pm

Detective Dee and the Mystery of the
Phantom Flame (Di Renjie) (PG-13) 2hrs
02min
11:15am, 2:05pm, 4:55pm, 7:45pm, 10:30pm

Drive (R) 1hr 40min
11:30am, 2:15pm, 5:00pm, 7:45pm, 10:30pm

I Don't Know How She Does It (PG-13) 1hr
35min
11:45am, 2:10pm, 4:40pm, 7:10pm, 9:45pm

Kevin Hart: Laugh At My Pain (R) 1hr 28min
11:20am, 1:50pm, 4:30pm, 7:00pm, 9:30pm

For more information, e-mail news@smdp.com

MOVIE TIMES

MYSTERY PHOTO Daniel Archuleta daniela@smdp.com
The first person who can correctly identify where this image was captured wins a prize from the
Santa Monica Daily Press. Send answers to editor@smdp.com. Send your mystery photos to 
editor@smdp.com to be used in future issues. 
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■ Two hundred ethnic groups in
Cameroon still practice painful
"breast ironing," affecting one-
fourth of the puberty-age girls in
the country, according to a July
CNN dispatch. The situation has
barely changed from when News
of the Weird mentioned it in 2006.
Mothers flatten their daughters'
breasts with a fire-hot pestle to
make them less sexually desirable
and thus more likely to stay in
school and avoid early pregnancy.
(In America, ironically, The New
York Times reported two weeks
later that spa-indulgent women
are complaining about "creases"
in their breasts -- from sleep pos-
ture that creates unsightly
"cleavage wrinkles" visible in
low-neckline fashions. Several
remedial products are available to
help women keep their breasts
separated, and thus smooth, at
night.) 
■ In 1978 the Oakland Raiders' Jack
Tatum made a vicious "clothesline"
hit on New England Patriots' receiv-
er Darryl Stingley's neck, causing
permanent paralysis. At the time,
Tatum arrogantly defended the play
as legal and warned other oppo-
nents that they could expect the
same from him. However, in January
1997, Tatum applied for disability
benefits of $156,000 a year from
the NFL Players' Association, point-
ing to the mental anguish he has
suffered having to live with the inci-
dent. (The $156,000 was, in 1997,
the highest-payout category and
was the same category that
Stingley was in.) (Update: Tatum
died in 2010, Stingley in 2007.)

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
B Y C H U C K S H E P A R D

ppuunnccttiilliioouuss  \\ppuuhhnnkk--TTIILL--eeee--uuhhss\\  ,,
aaddjjeeccttiivvee;;
1. Strictly attentive to the
details of form in action or con-
duct; precise; exact in the small-
est particulars.

WORD UP!

Sudoku
Fill in the blank cells using numbers 1 to 9. Each number can
appear only once in each row, column, and 3x3 block. Use logic
and process of elimination to solve the puzzle. The difficulty
level ranges from ★ (easiest) to ★★★★★ (hardest).

King Features Syndicate

22  56  48  43  31
Meganumber: 45
Jackpot: $65M

15  18  36  32  9
Meganumber: 27
Jackpot: $11M

33  25  1  8  37

MIDDAY: 7 3 2
EVENING: 4 8 3

1st: 09 Winning Spirit
2nd: 05 California Classic
3rd: 06 Whirl Win
RACE TIME: 1:49.25

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the winning number
information, mistakes can occur. In the event of any discrepancies, California
State laws and California Lottery regulations will prevail. Complete game
information and prize claiming instructions are available at California Lottery
retailers. Visit the California State Lottery web site at http://www.calottery.com

DAILY LOTTERY

– Arithmo Crossmath – 
Reclaim Your Brain

• Insert the given numbers in
the empty squares so when
they are calculated in threes
from left to right and top to 
bottom they satisfy the
demands in the shaded boxes
both horizontally and vertically.

• Each empty square dictates the
math operation that must be 
performed to meet the demands.

• Remember to multiply or divide
before you add or subtract.

Go to www.zokigames.net for
more fun and challenging
games and links to our 

mobile phone apps.

TM

GETTING STARTED
There are many strategies to solving
Sudoku. One way to begin is to
examine each 3x3 grid and figure
out which numbers are missing.
Then, based on the other numbers in
the row and column of each blank
cell, find which of the missing num-
bers will work. Eliminating numbers
will eventually lead you to the
answer.

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S PUZZLE

1991Estonia, North Korea,
South Korea, Latvia,

Lithuania, the Marshall Islands and
Micronesia join the United Nations.

1991 The first version of the
Linux kernel (0.01) is

released to the Internet.

1992An Iranian Kurdish
leader and his two join-

ers are assassinated by political
militants in Berlin, Germany.

2006Fourpeaked Mountain
in Alaska erupts, mark-

ing the first eruption for the long-dor-
mant volcano in at least 10,000 years.

TODAY IN HISTORY

"Do You Know
The Jealously

Guarded
Secrets 

Banks Hide
From You 
That Could 

Cost You 
Thousands?"

...needlessly losing thousands of

dollars?  Find out NOW, by getting

this eye opening FREE report that

reveals savings secrets that banks

do not want you to know!   

Find out NOW, Call Toll free,

800-637-8842 24 hrs a day, 7 days 

a week for a FREE recorded 

message and get this report.

CALL NOW, before it's too late!
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING CONDITIONS: REGULAR RATE: $5.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20¢ per word per day. Ad must run a
minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra.
Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once.
DEADLINES: 3:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 2:30 p.m. PAYMENT: All pri-
vate party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310) 458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press,
P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406 or stop in at our office located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Ste. 202. OTHER RATES: For
information about the professional services directory or classified display ads, please call our office at (310) 458-7737.

HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY  9:00am - 5:00pm     LOCATION 1640 5th Street, Suite 218, Santa Monica, CA 90401

(310)458-7737
CALL TODAY FOR SPECIAL MONTHLY RATES!

There is no more convincing medium than a DAILY local newspaper.
Prepay your ad today!

Classifieds
$550 per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.
Call us today start and promoting your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 40,000.

YOUR AD COULD RUN TOMORROW!*

(310) 458-7737
Some restrictions may apply. 

*Please call our Classified Sales Manager to reserve your ad space. Specific ad placement not gauranteed on classified ads. Ad must meet deadline requirements. See complete conditions below.

All classified liner ads are placed on our website for FREE! Check out www.smdp.com for more info.

CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale

Furniture
Pets
Boats
Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos
Rent
Houses for Rent
Roomates
Commerical Lease

Real Estate
Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services

Computer Services
Attorney Services
Business Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness

Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Psychic
Obituaries
Tutoring

Prepay your ad today!

Beauty

HAIRSTYLIST AND MANICURE station for 
rent Santa Monica (310) 449-1923

Handyman

Reasonable rates, 25 years home re-
pairs & maintenance
No job too small! Call Bill 
310-592-1559

Announcements

HYMAN KOSMAN PRODUCTIONS

PRESENTS

“KING OF CHICAGO”

Employment
COMMISSION SALES rep needed part 
time with internet marketing experi-
ence. Submit resume to 
bsberkowitz@aol.com

TILE SALES F/T including Sat. Sales 
exp req’d. Apply in person: Bourget 
Bros. 1636 11th St. Santa Monica, Ca 
90404.

Upscale Assisted Living community 
looking for part time caregivers to as-
sist elderly residents with activities of 
daily living.  Schedules will include eve-
nings and weekends.  Must have a love 
for seniors and great attitude.  Pre em-
ployment drug test required and must 
have clear criminal background.  EOE.  
If interested, please apply at 2107 
Ocean Ave.

YARDPERSON F/T, including Sat. Will 
train. Lifting req’d. Apply in person: 
Bourget Bros. 1636 11th St. Santa Mon-
ica, Ca 90404.

Yard Sales
FURNITURE – Sofa, Love Seat, Chairs, 
Coffee Table and other house-hold 
items
15217 EARLHAM STREET, PACIFIC PALI-
SADES CA. 90272
Saturday, 9/17 (8am-4pm) CASH ONLY

Garage Sale Saturday, September 17th, 
9am-3pm.  Santa Monica Bay Woman's 
Club 1210 4th Street

Office Equip/Furn/Supplies: 6 
Glass/Metal Comp Desks -3 Steel 4-Dwr 
File Cabs -5 Monitors -2 Wireless Phone 
Systems -Full-Charge Fire Exting's -3 
Blk Leather Bar Stools -3 Wall Heat/A/C 
Units -Scanner -Microwave -Fax/Printer 
-Also: Collectibles(Ashtrays, 
Statuettes,etc)+Sony Audio Equip+lots 
more. 1212 GRANT ST (2blks S of PICO, 
2blks E of LINCOLN) Sat/Sun 17th+18th 
8am-3pm.

For Rent

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
(310)869-7901

2104 Ocean Park Blvd # 1
1 Bed 1 Bath

$1,395.00

1120 6th Street Unit # 10
2 Bed 1 Bath

$1,895.00

1554 Cabrillo Ave.
1+Den+1Bath

Free standing in Venice!
$2500

835 Pacific St. #8
Efficiency Single

Electricity, gas, water and trash paid 
by landlord.

$1025

WE HAVE MORE VACANCIES ON THE 
WESTSIDE. PETS WELCOME

www.howardmanagement.com
rentals@howardmanagement.com

Services

Handyman

The Handy Hatts
Painting and Decorating Co.

SINCE 1967
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

SPECIALISTS IN ALL 
DAMAGE REPAIR

“EXPERT IN GREEN CONCEPTS”

Free estimates, great referrals

Call Brian @
(310) 927-5120
(310) 915-7907

FULL SERVICE HANDYMAN
FROM A TO Z

L
IC

#
 8

8
8
7
3
6

ELECTRICAL & Kitchen/Bath Remodel-
ing, Additions, Carpentry, Tiles, Decks, 
Plumbing.,Stairs,Plans.Lic#612380. 
310-770-3022

Superman
Handyman Service

KITCHEN, BATH REMODELS, TILE, GRANITE,
MARBLE, ELECTRICAL, PLUMBING

20 years of great local references

Super Work, Great Value! 

Erik
310-508-3828YOUR AD

COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

A D V E R T I S E !  
CALL US (310) 458-7737

A D V E R T I S E !  
CALL US (310) 458-7737

ADVERTISE! CALL US (310) 458-7737

Must RSVP
for this event! 

30 Minute Private Instrument Lessons and Group
Classes for kids and adults for only $10 per lesson

(with all proceeds benefiting the Boys & Girls Clubs of Santa Monica).

VOICE | PIANO | GUITAR | VIOLIN | KIDS’ CLASSES | DRUMS | BASS | MANDOLIN | UKULELE | CELLO

www.greenbrooms.com

1445 6th Street, Ground Floor  •  Santa Monica  •  310.310.2623

This event
will fill up! 
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