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BY MELODY HANATANI
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITY HALL When voters study their ballots in
November, they might notice the absence of
one familiar name.

Board of Education member Ralph
Mechur, who was vying to finish the
remaining two years of Emily Bloomfield’s
seat, was informed last week by the L.A.
County Clerk that his name would be
removed from the ballot because he was
running unopposed.

The omission comes in accordance with
the California Education Code, which states
that if there are as many candidates as open
seats, their names will not appear on the bal-
lot and will instead be automatically
appointed by the board.

The county notified City Clerk Maria
Stewart last week, who in turn contacted the
Santa Monica-Malibu Unified School
District.

“This is the first time we’ve had this since
I’ve been here,” Stewart, who has been with
the office for 13 years, said.

Mechur is expected to be appointed to
the seat in December when the elected mem-
bers are sworn in, according to Sarah
Wahrenbrock, the assistant to the superin-
tendent.

County Clerk spokeswoman Marcia
Ventura said that Mechur will receive a cer-
tificate stating that he will serve on the board
by appointment.

About six school districts in the Los
Angeles and Orange County area also saw
canceled contests because of an insufficient
number of candidates. Those who did qual-
ify for the ballot will similarly be appointed.

Mechur seemed to have mixed feelings
about his short-lived campaign.

“The nice thing is I don’t have to raise
money to run a campaign,” Mechur said.
“Even though I was running unopposed, it
was important to let voters know about me
and my positions.

“On the other hand, I think people who
aren’t familiar with the schools might just
find out someday that there is someone they

No sweat
Running unopposed,
Mechur removed 
from ballot; will be
appointed in December

SEE BOARD PAGE 12

Brandon Wise brandonw@smdp.com
CENTER STAGE: Kendall Lewis (right) performs ‘Welcome to the ‘60s,’ a song from the musical ‘Hair Spray,’ on Monday at Santa Monica College.

BY MELODY HANATANI
Daily Press Staff Writer

SMC Darren Giglio’s first trip out of the
United States next month will be like living
a dream.

It’s not just that he will finally get to see
another part of the world or experience the
culture of a different country, but he will

get to do what he loves most on foreign soil.
Giglio is one of 18 Santa Monica College

theater students who will travel to
Shandong University of the Arts in China
where they will perform a newly-written
musical as part of the school’s 50th
anniversary.

“To do this through a performance is
like a dream,” Giglio, a junior at SMC, said.

“It’s a really great opportunity to not only
perform there but to share a part of our
culture with them.”

The university invited the college to help
celebrate its half-century mark in April
after a delegation of SMC officials, includ-
ing President Dr. Chui Tsang and Academic

SMC brings Broadway to China

SEE SMC PAGE 10

BY MELODY HANATANI
Daily Press Staff Writer

SACRAMENTO In local public transit advo-
cacy circles, all eyes are on the political bat-
tle brewing in the state Capitol over the
California budget, but it is not just because
of state finances.

Potentially affected in the tug-of-war

between Democratic lawmakers and Gov.
Arnold Schwarzenegger are several hun-
dred bills awaiting his signature of
approval, including one that could deter-
mine the legitimacy of a countywide half-
cent sales tax increase if approved by voters
in November.

At issue in Los Angeles County is AB
2321, which would lift the existing sales tax

cap, allowing officials to put an increase
into effect if Measure R, which would raise
$40 billion over the next 30 years for
Metropolitan Transportation Authority
projects, receives the necessary two-thirds
votes in November.

Though passed on Aug. 31, the bill, which

Bill lifting tax cap remains in limbo

SEE BILL PAGE 12
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For more information on any of the events listed, log on to smdp.com and click the “Events” tab for the given day’s calendar.

Kicking it with Kiwanis
1332 Sixth St., Noon — 1:30 p.m. 

Join members of the Santa Monica Kiwanis Club for their weekly
luncheon where quests connect and hear from a rotating panel of

speakers. The club has been serving the needs of the community and
its children since 1922. For more information, call (310) 613-1249.

Heal your body
1844 Lincoln Blvd., 6 p.m. — 7:30 p.m.

Come for free energy Pranic Healing for asthma, arthritis, cancer,
addictions, depression, and phobias with Master Choa Kok Sui at the
Kathmandu Boutique. The no-touch, painless, and effective healing
art helps the body to repair itself. This healing treatment is offered
as a service to the community, and all are welcome with no appoint-

ments necessary. For more information, call (310) 396-4036.

Getting the 411
1715 Olympic Blvd., 6:30 p.m. — 8:30 p.m.

Meet representatives from 50 independent elementary schools in the
L.A. area at an information fair held at Crossroads Elementary

School.  Just in time for the upcoming admissions season, this is an
excellent opportunity for parents of prospective students entering
kindergarten in Sept. 2009.  Call (310) 828-1196 for more informa-

tion.

Life like its golden
1704 Montana Ave., 7 p.m. — 8:30 p.m.

Join the discussion of Doris Lessing’s “The Golden Notebook” at the
Montana Avenue Branch Library.

For your support 
2200 Santa Monica Blvd., 6:30 p.m. — 8 p.m.

The Neuro-Endocrine Tumor Center’s Pituitary Patient Support Group
is held bi-monthly at the John Wayne Cancer Institute, in Santa

Monica. Our speakers are medical experts and we address an array
of pituitary hormonal topics. Our meetings are free and we welcome

anyone affected by a pituitary tumor and/or hormonal disorder,
friends and family.  For more information, please visit online at

www.neuro-endo.org or contact group facilitator, Sharmyn McGraw at
pituitarybuddy@hotmail.com  or by phone (949) 515-9595.

Thursday, Sept. 18, 2008

What’s new this week
2101 Ocean Park Blvd., 1 p.m. — 2:30 p.m.

Join us for a free-wheeling review and discussion of the week’s key
news stories, at home and abroad — politics, the economy, society,
and culture.  Discussion moderator Jack Nordhaus is a former college

history professor.  Call (310) 450-0443 for more information.

Pool games
1410 Third Street Promenade, 7 p.m. — 11 p.m.

You are invited to chalk up your cue and participate in a doubles
pool tournament and fundraising event. The evening is complete with
food, music, entertainment, silent auction, a trick-shots demonstra-
tion, and friendly competition at the pool table. All of the proceeds
will go to improving the lives of inner-city youth. Tournament tickets
are $325.  General attendee tickets are $175.  For more information,

go to www.getacuechallenge.org

If your gym is not taking your fitness to the next level, 
you’re being cheated.

**mention this ad and receive 

NO INITIATION and your 
first month FREE

Included with membership
Yoga, kickboxing, indoor cycling classes, specialty classes

World class strength & cardiovascular equipment
Free membership to exclusive fatburn.com weight loss system!

Equinox: $135
Burn Fitness: $79.99*

Downtown Santa Monica. Free Parking

1315 3rd Street Promenade    4th floor (above
food court)    Santa Monica 310.394.1300

www.burnfit.com

*one year rate

Frustrated with 
your workout?
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BY DAILY PRESS STAFF

DOWNTOWN Activists opposed to City Hall’s
plan to chop down 23 ficus trees and remove
seven others on Second and Fourth streets
have endorsed four residents involved in the
effort, one of whom was recently arrested for
chaining himself to a tree that was slated for
replanting.

Santa Monica Treesavers, which boasts
more than 100 informal members, are back-
ing peace activist Jerry Rubin, vice chair of
the Airport Commission Susan Hartley,
Herbert Silverstein and Linda Piera-Avila for
the four open seats on the City Council. All

are members of the Treesavers. Rubin and
Hartley co-founded the group.

The endorsement did not come as a sur-
prise to those following the group given that
members have been vocal in their desire to
remove all council incumbents because of
their decision to back the tree removal and
streetscape improvement plan.

The election is Nov. 4.

“I certainly hope that people get out to
the candidates forums and that everyone,
including us [Treesavers] are asked the
hard questions,” said Rubin, who is tem-
porarily prohibited from visiting Fourth
Street in Downtown after being arrested
earlier this month for protesting the ficus
removal.

Treesavers does not plan to raise or spend

money on any candidates, Rubin said.
Individual members are allowed to donate
up to $250 to each candidate under the city’s
strict campaign contribution law.

The endorsements were made on Sept. 15
— marking 50 days until the election — at a
Treesavers meeting in Palisades Park as the
group sat around a tree near the historic St.
Monica statue.

It is a goal of the Treesavers to establish a
tree commission recognized by City Hall,
with members appointed by the City
Council.

news@smdp.com

Treesavers endorse their own

ARTISTIC LICENSE Fabian Lewkowicz FabianLewkowicz.com
Artists John Cornejo, 19, (left) and Franky Vasquez, 19, (right) paint a mural titled, 'Hanuman,' on Sunset Avenue in Venice on Friday. The
mural of Hanuman — The Monkey God — was inspired by Santa Monica Police officer and yoga instructor Erik Milosovich, who works with
at-risk youth. The monkey-like god is a central character in one of the most revered books of the ancient Vedic literature of India. In the
story of the Ramayana, Hanuman becomes a supernatural hero and uses his powers to battle evil armies of the demonic Ravana.

BY CHRISTINA WALKER
Special to the Daily Press

DOWNTOWN X PRIZE Foundation will no
longer be calling Santa Monica home.

Citing the need for more space, the non-
profit, which specializes in rewarding novel
and forward thinking achievements that
benefit humanity, will be relocating to Playa
Vista at the end of the month.

“We loved our time here in Santa
Monica,” said Sarah Evans, spokesperson for
X PRIZE. “We just need more space for our
growing company. We’re at maximum
capacity.”

Many of the staff at X PRIZE live in Santa
Monica and Evans acknowledges that it’s a
great place to live and work. However, the
company was unable expand in its present
location off of Fourth Street near Santa
Monica Boulevard and went in search of
new headquarters.

X PRIZE Foundation was established in
1995 for the purpose of using money as the
motivation for great invention. The compa-
ny was modeled after past cash rewards that

SEE X PRIZE PAGE 11

Nonprofit
moves out
of town
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Steve “the Mailman” Breen Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Going Postal

OPINIONS EXPRESSED are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters
we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to editor@smdp.com. All letters must include the author’s name and telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices located at 410 Broadway,
Suite B, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.

SEPT. 11, 2001 WAS A BRUTAL DAY FOR
me. That same morning I had bitterly sepa-
rated from my wife of 17 years. I then
retreated to my new apartment with all the
mayhem and confusion that a marital
breakup entails.

Then I turned on my roommate’s TV.
Watching the horror show of the Twin

Towers collapse paralleled my own personal
travails, a world collapsing in the rubble of
shattered glass and ravaged lives yet I real-
ized that this event was larger in scope than
my pithy marital despair. Concerns to the
whereabouts of my children, family friends
and many of my shipmates from my Navy
days moved to the forefront of my attention.

Fast forward to present day.
I recently inquired of my old Aircrew

“spook” buddies, civilian and active duty, as
to their experiences on that day. Even
though we have been separated by decades
and distance, we all still pass the milestones
of our lives over a closed Yahoo Web site per-
tinent only to a “band of brothers” [and a
few sisters, too] that shared a common bond
amongst a unique “clubhouse” of the
American military.

Rob Vena was in traffic on his way to
work into NYC and watched the towers
smolder. He had many clients there. Joey
Allen, assigned to recruiter duty, was chal-
lenged by a 65-year-old former veteran to a
foot race to re-enlist when he was told he
was “too old” for active duty.

Our biggest concern was for Dan Gollan.
Dan was posted to the Pentagon. We later
found out that Dan had just left his office to
go to a briefing on the other side of the
building just minutes before a hijacked air-
liner slammed into his office window! 

Pete Brookes [author, feature foreign pol-
icy columnist for NY Post, television person-
ality, former deputy assistant secretary of
defense and senior fellow at the Heritage
Foundation] had chosen an overseas United
Airline flight over American Airlines Flight
77 that was scheduled to leave a half an hour
earlier that same day.

American Airlines Flight 77 was the air-
frame that crashed through Dan Gollan’s
office window.

Pete Brookes and Dan Gollan must eat
four leaf clovers for breakfast!

Now let me get this straight, Patriot Day,
in the consciousness of any reasonably sen-
tient biped, should be a time of reflection
and remembrance.

Can someone please explain to me why
the hyperventilating hyenas of the media, led
by Keith “the Doberman” Olbermann, pos-
sess the mendacity of hype to use Patriot
Day as a springboard to rabidly splatter their
self-serving liberalista distemper? Even the
presidential candidates had set down their
muddied electoral cudgels to lay wreaths in

honor of the dead.
Olbermann was much better suited being

Dan Patrick’s ESPN cabana boy and yuck
monkey. Maybe Olbermann has been hang-
ing out with Obama’s hate-pastor as of late.

Locally, with a paucity of imagination,
SMDP columnist Jack “Laughing Matters”
Neworth, has found a surfeit of comfort in
eliciting a similar “mini-Me” copycat identi-
ty within Olbermann’s rancid rancor.

Bush can’t find bin Laden? 
Google in “Mansoor Ijaz” and read his

Dec. 5, 2001 piece in the L.A. Times. Is it an
inconvenient truth that Horn-Dog-in-Chief
Bill Clinton let Osama bin Laden skip town
in 1996 during another lost liberal 3 a.m.
moment? There would have been no 9/11
had Wild Bill not been otherwise Googling
his intern at the time.

McCain voted 90 percent with Bush? 
Despite his alleged support of a filibuster

against its passage, Turncoat Obama happi-
ly voted alongside Dubya to pass the
Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act to pro-
tect Obama’s telecom lobby buddies from
prosecution after they made a cool collec-
tive $14 million “investment” to his cam-
paign.

Obama cheerfully voted for Dubya’s pork
swaddled 2008 Farm Bill in direct contra-
vention to his erstwhile denouncements.
Jack should go shopping for another shade
of lipstick for that pig. Obama’s looking like
“four more years of Bush” every day.

I can’t wait to hear Obama say, “Drill,
baby, DRILL!”

Obama has voted 97 percent of the time
in goose step with a Democrat controlled
Congress whose current job approval rating
is 17 percent.

Dubya’s approval rate is 36 percent.
As an aside to the origins of Trig Palin’s

name; it is from Old Norse meaning “brave
victory” and not in reference to advanced
mathematics. In true Democratopian fas-
cism, even special needs children are not
spared the prurient castigations of lazy, ill-
intentioned and unctuous elitist gasbags
masquerading as “informed.”

The “Olbermann-Neworth Syndrome”
has all the charming queasiness of going to a
Patriot Day memorial service, cradling a
Dodger dog and a Budweiser in hand, and
then trying to score a hook up with one of
the widows. Think “Wedding Crashers: The
9/11 Sequel.”

If you want to participate in “post parti-
san politics,” however, look to Ground Zero.
We were all Americans that day. It was no
laughing matter.

STEVE BREEN is a former U.S. Navy
Aircrewman, a flag waving patriot and still “the
best looking mailman at the U.S .Post Office.”
He can be reached at dulcamarax@yahoo.com.

Major gripes
Editor:

When our new, multi-million dollar Main Library
finally opened, I thought we were in for a pleasant
experience. Let’s take stock of a few things, shall we?

Within weeks of the grand re-opening staff was
replacing many of the new wooden chairs with new
wooden chairs. It seems the  original chairs were defec-
tive and flimsy (my dismay was met by a rude comment
from a staff member).

Naturally, as Santa Monica considers itself a pro-
gressive green city, we must have a green library. Let
me define green library: Warm water from drinking
fountains, large puddles of urine constantly collecting
on the floors of the men’s restrooms due to the flush-
less urinals (staff cleans the restrooms many times a
day, so they are certainly not the problem — third-world
mentality wrapped in Al Gore theology is).

I’ve yet to see a single conservative guest author
come to the library for lectures and book signings. Yet,
we have had dozens of left-wing, Bush-hating authors
hold court, some twice. Even those freaky, weird UFO-
worshiping Raelians get to come and pitch their snake
oil, but God forbid if a Republican author should be
asked to discuss his or her book and common sense.

The wireless is awful, actually, it’s worse than awful.
I have a new laptop with all the latest bells and whis-
tles. It works absolutely perfect at any other library or
city wi-fi. Only at the Main Library can a fellow hit
“SEND” and lose his e-mails to another dimension
(maybe the Raelians got them on the mother ship).

Only at our new, state-of-the-art library can it take
as much as 10 minutes to connect to the city agree-
ment page. Only here occurs the never-ending battle to
figure out why the hell the connection drops
and Google keeps muscling in when I hit “SEARCH”
from my Yahoo. Only here does the city and library wi-
fI drop out completely and without warning, only to be
replaced by some bizarre-looking city employee pass-
word-protected page, thus shutting off public access
until the next day.

Don’t even get me started on those new microfilm
machines, which a NASA scientist can’t figure out. The
old machines are great! Easy and quick, archaic, and
yet many times more reliable than the new ones. Less
is more, people.

Well, I could add more gripes, but I must get this let-
ter to the Pony Express rider, much more faster and
efficient than … well, you know.

James Zeruk, Jr.
Santa Monica

Smaller class sizes a must
Editor:

It’s that time of year. Back to school and back to
overcrowded classes in Santa Monica. My beautiful, 9-
year-old daughter sits in the largest fourth grade class-
room in the entire school district with a total of 33 stu-
dents and one amazing teacher at Franklin Elementary
School. How does one expect fourth graders to learn in
such loud, overcrowded classrooms? This only makes
sense if the intent is to prepare her for science classes
of 36 students at Lincoln Middle School. I do not agree
with this “Iron Man” marathon approach to educating
young children — survival of few with many children
being left behind. This is an unacceptable education
policy in a city like Santa Monica. Spend district funds
on eliminating overcrowding in the classroom first,
before all else.

Dr. Lisette Bauersachs
Santa Monica

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Send comments to editor@smdp.com 

WRITE A LETTER TO THE EDITOR
EMAIL TO: EDITOR@SMDP.COM OR FAX TO (310) 576-9913

Visit us online at smdp.com

The dogs of war

A newspaper with issuesWEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 20084
OpinionCommentary

A newspaper with issues

PUBLISHER
Ross Furukawa

ross@smdp.com

EDITOR IN CHIEF
Kevin Herrera

editor@smdp.com

MANAGING EDITOR
Daniel Archuleta

daniela@smdp.com

STAFF WRITER
Melody Hanatani

melodyh@smdp.com

STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Brandon Wise

brandonw@smdp.com

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS
Bill Bauer, David Pisarra, 

Meredith Carroll, Kenny Mack,
Jack Neworth, Lloyd Garver, 

Seth Barnes, Taylor Van Arsdale,
Dane Robert Swanson, Ryan Hyatt,

Steve Breen, Elizabeth Brown, Maria
Rohloff, Merv Hecht,

Mike Heayn, Brian Hepp 
Mariel Howsepian, Cynthia Citron,

Amanda Cushman, Steve Parker and
Phyllis Chavez

NEWS INTERNS
Christina Walker, Catherine Cain, Saba

Boradeh
news@smdp.com

PHOTOGRAPHY INTERNS
Morgan Genser, Soraya Danesh,

Raymond Solano 
news@smdp.com

ADVERTISING SALES MANAGER
Rob Schwenker

schwenker@smdp.com

ADVERTISING ACCOUNT EXECUTIVES
Julie Martinez

juliem@smdp.com

Robert Hertel
roberth@smdp.com

Erin Collins
erinc@smdp.com

ADVERTISING TRAFFIC FACILITATOR
Amber Kessee

amberk@smdp.com

OPERATIONS MANAGER
Connie Sommerville

connies@smdp.com

PRODUCTION MANAGER
Robert Summa

summa@smdp.com

CIRCULATION
Keith Wyatt

Osvaldo Paganini
circulation@smdp.com

410 Broadway, Suite B

Santa Monica, CA 90401
OFFICE (310) 458-PRESS (7737)
FAX (310) 576-9913

Visit us online at smdp.com

The Santa Monica Daily Press
is published six days a week,
Monday through Saturday.

19,000 daily circulation, 46,450
daily readership. Circulation is audited
and verified by Circulation Verification

Council, 2006. Serving the City of
Santa Monica, and the communities of

Venice Beach, Brentwood, West LA.
Members of CNPA, AFCP, CVC, 

Associated Press, IFPA, Santa Monica
Chamber of Commerce.

Published by Newlon Rouge, LLC

© 2006 Newlon Rouge, LLC, all rights reserved.



SSaaffee  ccoommmmuunniittiieess

The Santa Monica Police Department recently
created a new community policing program
that aims to improve communication between
Neighborhood Resource Officers and the city’s
various neighborhoods.

SSoo  tthhiiss  wweeeekk’’ss  QQ--LLiinnee  qquueessttiioonn  aasskkss::
Do you feel the program has made a difference?
Have you come to know who your Neighborhood
Resource Officer is?

CCaallll  ((331100))  228855--88110066  bbeeffoorree  FFrriiddaayy  aatt  55  pp..mm..  aanndd
wwee’’llll  pprriinntt  yyoouurr  aannsswweerrss  iinn  tthhee  wweeeekkeenndd  eeddiittiioonn
ooff  tthhee  DDaaiillyy  PPrreessss..  PPlleeaassee  lliimmiitt  rreessppoonnsseess  ttoo  aa
mmiinnuuttee  oorr  lleessss..

RECYCLE
NOW!

CARDBOARD: $100 per Short Ton
(Up to $110 per short ton) Drop-off donation bins available 24 hours in front

Santa Monica Recycling Center
2411 Delaware Avenue in Santa Monica
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GERMAN CCAR SSERVICE
Specialist in Repair of Porsche VW Audi BMW

� Best alternative to high dealer prices
� Complete service and repair
� All work guaranteed
� Locally owned and operated since 1965

2202 OLYMPIC BLVD., SANTA MONICA  (310) 829-2563

BBOB GGABRIEL CCO. IINSURANCE

Mercury Insurance has cut rates on auto, 
homeowners, and renters insurance. 
Please call for new discounted rates.

Phone Quotes Available

Personalized Insurance

Auto Experts Life, Disability & Pension

Homeowners Commercial & Business

Workers Compensation Group & Individual Health

Representing “A” rated companies including
MERCURY INSURANCE

310.829.0305
2325 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica

www.bobgabrielinsurance.com

Family Owned 
Business

2001 Wilshire Blvd, Santa Monica CA 310/453 8320 www.lawgross.com

• Free phone consultation
• Speak to your local Santa Monica Attorney
• Get the facts now

Civil Litigation

Consumer and Business Disputes

A PROFESSIONAL LEGAL CORPORATION

“Your Local 
Santa Monica

Attorney”

Considering Filing for Bankruptcy?

Hypnotherapists are not licensed by the state of California as healing arts practitioners; for your benefit and protection, work on some issues may require a written referral
from a licensed physician or mental health professional.

Kenny Mack Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Word in Edgewise

WHAT A WEEK. SINCE OUR LAST
conversation about the Republican conven-
tion, the news has basically been all bad. It
was seven days of disaster; from man’s inhu-
manity to man in the form of terrorism, to
catastrophic events like hurricanes, to acci-
dental tragedies like train derailments, to
economic calamities like widespread corpo-
rate greed.

The events of the week have conspired to
make petty distinctions and divisions
between people essentially meaningless and
unite us all in misery. Out of all this sadness,
however, I’ve been comforted by the fact that
I live in Santa Monica, because I know in my
heart that if disaster strikes here, I’ll be all
right.

I don’t like talking about the events of
Sept.. 11, 2001 because most people don’t
understand what happened that day. Most
people still refer to the “attacks of 9/11” as
though it was a military strike against the
United States by another country. It wasn’t.
It was 19 guys with plastic knives and a love
of death who found a weakness in airport
security, hijacked four airplanes, and
crashed them.

People all over the world were saying
“we’re all Americans” and people all over
America were saying “we’re all New Yorkers.”
But the well-meaning people of France were
no more American than the well-meaning
people of Kansas were New Yorkers.

I, on the other hand, actually was a New
Yorker at the time, living in a building near
Downtown Brooklyn with a clear view of the
towers from my roof. I can tell you that
when the first plane hit, we thought it was an
accident, but when the second plane hit, we
thought it was Armageddon. And I don’t
know if it was the fact that there was a sense
of relief every time we got on and off the
subway safely or the fact that the smell of
smoke permeated lower Manhattan for a
good six months, but in the aftermath of the
horror of that day, New Yorkers were united
by a sense of community that defiantly
declared, “we are New York City and we will
live on.”

The same way disaster can focus peoples’
attention on our similarities more than our
differences, it can also serve to make govern-
ment more responsive to the needs of the
governed.

I considered the pathetically negligent
response to Hurricane Katrina to be nothing
less than a national embarrassment. In fact, I
almost moved to Italy afterward because I
didn’t want to live in a country whose gov-
ernment would let thousands of its own

people drown in the streets of one of its
major cities while millions more watched on
television.

But the way the federal, state, and local
government responded to Hurricanes
Gustav and Ike went a long way toward
restoring my faith.

New Orleans Mayor Ray Nagin was way
out in front of Gustav, showing that he
seems to have learned some of the lessons
taught (the hard way) by Katrina, and it
seemed like the full spectrum of prepared-
ness and response was utilized when it came
to Ike.

The only thing that made me happier
than seeing the federal, state, and local gov-
ernments involved in a coordinated effort to
help the people of Texas was the fact that my
brother (not biological, but “friend” doesn’t
do him justice) in Houston was safe and dry
when it was all over.

But it was the train wreck in Chatsworth
that brought everything back home for me.
It reminded me that accidents do happen
and can happen anywhere at any time, it
made me think about earthquakes and the
San Andreas Fault, and it really brought
home the fact that the biggest, baddest, most
destructive thing on the planet (the Pacific
Ocean) is less than a half-mile from where I
sleep every night.

It’s absolutely terrifying to think of what
could happen if an underwater earthquake
led to a tsunami like the one that hit south-
east Asia in 2004.

But like I said, the bright spot in all the
dark sadness of the past week is the fact that
I live in Santa Monica.

If disaster strikes here, we’re lucky
enough to be blessed with the best health
care professionals in fully-equipped state-of-
the-art trauma centers, hospitals with hun-
dreds and hundreds of beds, an amazing
local Red Cross ready to provide “cot care”
for hundreds more at dozens of school gyms
and cafeterias, and incredible first respon-
ders on par with the NYPD’s “Rescue 1”
unit. Not to mention our greatest asset —
our people.

We know we’ve got something special
here in this town and we know we all have to
do whatever we can to keep it that way. I
know that if disaster strikes here, we will care
for each other because we are SaMo and
SaMo is us.

KENNY MACK is a writer, comedian, and social
commentator living in Santa Monica who will
never live anywhere else (except maybe Italy).
He can be reached at kennymack@gmail.com

Taking comfort in community 
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JUST A WEEK AGO, THE WORLD’S LARGEST
Hadron Collider (appropriately dubbed
“LHC”) came on line. For those of you
who aren’t sci-fi buffs, rocket scientists or
following the latest trends in particle
physics allow me to explain. The LHC is an
atom smasher nestled in a 17-mile long
underground facility, a good 300 feet
below the French-Swiss border ... and it’s
got some folks worried that its use may
just trigger the end of the world. 

The European Nuclear Research Centre
(“CERN”) — and yes, I know what you’re
thinking, it doesn’t bode well when scien-
tists in charge of fissionable materials
can’t line up the letters of their acronym;
nothing conveys discomfort quite like a
dyslexic astrophysicist; and yes, I realize
the letters truly do follow the acronym if
you spell it out in its native French, but
then that begs an even more important
question ... do we really want the French
in charge of a “doomsday device”? — is
running it. 

CERN has this idea they’re going to
replicate conditions moments after the
Big Bang in hopes of discovering elusive
dark matter, an element called “Higgs-
Boson” which is responsible for giving
every particle its mass and weight. 

At first glance, this may seem like a
routine experiment, just a bunch of nerds
playing with a $4 billion project, colliding
particles at temperatures 100,000 times
hotter than the center of the sun. The
problem: there is a slight risk of forming a
black hole. I’m going to assume everyone
reading this knows what a black hole is, if
not, I refer you to my love life for the past
eight years. 

There is a 10 percent chance this
device could cause a stationary micro-
scopic black hole, which could, according
to German critic of the project, Professor
Otto E. Rossler, “Swallow up the earth in
about four years.” That would put the
demise of our planet at year 2012, myste-
riously ... the same time the Mayan
Calendar ends (for those of you end-of-
the-world theorists/nutjobs out there,
please feel free to add this factoid to your
growing list). 

Other opponents predict, instant anni-
hilation. Any way you slice it; it’s an
unpleasant thought. The machine was
turned on last Wednesday, however the
actual experiment, the one that may “kill
us all” will not take place for a few more
weeks perhaps a month. So there’s time
yet for another beer, the opportunity to
tell off your boss, or have that affair
you’ve been hankering for.

Scientists at CERN seem confident
that if a microscopic black hole is formed
it will quickly dissipate. They base their
study on Stephen Hawking’s theory that
suggests rapid decay of a black hole
through a thermal process. But remember,
this confidence assumes Hawking’s theory
of evaporation is correct. And, at present,
“There is no empirical evidence to prove
such a theory,” says Walter L. Wagner,
former nuclear safety officer on his Web
site LHCDefense.com (devoted to inform-
ing the public and preventing global disas-
ter).

What’s troublesome: no one seems to
have a fallback plan for impending doom.
Shouldn’t we be able to destroy a micro-

scopic black hole if we indeed intend to
create one? I mean, wouldn’t that be the
logical, scientific approach? Would you
create Frankenstein if you knew you
couldn’t torch him when things got a bit
out of control? 

The answer here is, we can’t. We’re not
advanced enough in the fields of science
and technology to know how. Stabilizing a
black hole, according to Analog: Science
Fiction and Fact, means we’d have to,
“Surround it with a medium that was even
hotter than it was, so that it absorbed
more radiation than it emitted. 

No such medium could be sustained.
Even the interior of the sun would be a
billion times too cool to do the job.” So
basically, if a black hole is formed,
there’s no way to turn it off, no way to
shut it down, that’s it, game over for
earth.

And even though several skeptical
groups are lobbying against turning on
the doomsday device such as the
Citizens Against the Large Hadron
Collider, the Powers That Be do not seem
to be willing to err toward caution, so a
month to several years from now, we may
be all twisted into spaghetti strands,
swept into the dark abyss of a monstrous
void. 

The upside: I won’t have to look for a
permanent job, worry about paying off my
credit card debt, finding Mr. Right, or fin-
ishing next week’s film review … no such
luck. 

I think folks, for better or worse, the
world as we know it ... is here to stay. And
while there are more than several ex-
beaus I’d love to see turned into noodle
soup of eternity, I have my doubts this will
actually happen. But if it does, there is
one thing to smile about — given CERN’s
location — the French will bite the big one
first.

TAYLOR VAN ARSDALE is a writer/producer and
movie reviewer for the Daily Press. She can be
reached at Tailfish@roadrunner.com

GETTING PERSONAL

It’s the end of the
world as we know it

AT FIRST GLANCE, THIS
MAY SEEM LIKE A ROU-
TINE EXPERIMENT, JUST

A BUNCH OF NERDS
PLAYING WITH A $4 BIL-

LION PROJECT, COLLIDING
PARTICLES AT TEMPERA-

TURES 100,000 TIMES
HOTTER THAN THE CEN-
TER OF THE SUN. THE
PROBLEM: THERE IS A

SLIGHT RISK OF FORMING
A BLACK HOLE.
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Market Matters

NO MATTER HOW HARD YOU TRY TO
avoid it, sometimes it seems like your day-
to-day living expenses just eat away at your
entire paycheck. Before you know it, the
money in your paycheck seems to vanish,
and you don’t even know where it went.

And while you’re focused on just making
ends meet, putting money away for the
future may be the last thing on your mind.
Even so, you need to remember that taking
care of your longer-term financial goals is
just as important as meeting your current
needs.

Ever since the days of putting pennies in
a piggybank, you’ve likely received plenty of
advice on the value of saving your money.
But when mom and dad aren’t taking care of
the necessities any more, and you have your
own bills to pay, it’s easy to lose track and
forget to save. As a reminder of just how
important it is to put part of your income
aside — and to do it sooner, rather than later
— take a look at an example of just how the
numbers shake out.

For this example we’ll use two investors:
one who starts early and lets her savings
grow, and another who waits until later to
begin.

Let’s say the early investor puts away
$5,000 per year for five years, and then
allows that investment to grow for 15 years
without putting in another penny.

The late investor, on the other hand, waits
for 10 years before he even begins his savings
plan. He then invests $5,000 a year for 10
years, putting his total investment at $50,000
— exactly twice as much as the early
investor.

Assuming an 8 percent average annual
rate of return on their investments, if we
jump ahead now to 20 years from the time
our two investors started, the difference in
their accounts is substantial.

Our early investor would have accumu-
lated a total of roughly $100,493 in her
account by this time. Keep in mind she has-
n’t put a penny of her own money in for the
last 15 years.

Meanwhile, the late investor’s account has
grown to only $78,227, and he has been con-
tributing each year for the past 10 years.
That means that our early investor only put
in half as much of her own money, and came
out well over $20,000 ahead.

Now, this example is only meant to illus-
trate the advantages of saving regularly and
starting early. This does not reflect the per-
formance of any specific investment, nor
does it take into account the eventual effects
of taxes. It does, however, make the point
very clear — by delaying 10 years in getting
started, the late investor loses out on the
benefits of compounding interest over a

longer period of time.
Disciplined investment habits aren’t

always easy to come by, but there are several
things you can do to improve your savings
routine.

One of the easiest ways to establish a sav-
ings plan is by taking advantage of the con-
venience of electronic funds transfer (EFT).
You may be familiar with this type of service
if you currently receive or make electronic
deposits to your bank account. This service
is also available from other financial services
firms, and paying yourself first by using an
EFT system can help you get in the habit of
saving.

Direct deposit allows you the opportuni-
ty to deposit all or part of your paycheck to
the account of your choice, so you could
choose to set aside a certain portion to go
directly to a savings account as opposed to
your checking account.

Another way to take advantage of EFT is
to set up an automatic monthly deposit. This
is a simple, disciplined way to add to your
account, authorizing a specific amount to be
transferred from one of your accounts to
another (i.e. from checking to a savings or
investment account).

Regardless of which method you choose
— or even if you decide on a completely dif-
ferent investment strategy — putting aside
money now will help you prepare to reach
your financial goals that lie further down the
road.

BRIAN HEPP is a financial consultant for A.G.
Edwards & Sons, Inc. He can be reached at (310)
453-0077 or at brian.hepp@agedwards.com.

Pay yourself first
REGARDLESS OF WHICH
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ON A COMPLETELY DIF-
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DOWN THE ROAD. 

TELL SANTA MONICA
WHAT YOU THINK!

WRITE A LETTER TO THE EDITOR
EMAIL TO: EDITOR@SMDP.COM 

OR FAX TO (310) 576-9913

Visit us online at smdp.com



The Real Deal
8 WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2008 A newspaper with issues

BY STEVENSON JACOBS
AP Business Writer

NEW YORK Oil prices extended their retreat
Tuesday, shedding $10 a barrel in a violent,
two-day slide as tumult on Wall Street dims
hopes for a swift economic recovery and sig-
nals another drop in U.S. energy demand.

Crude, which shot up near $150 a barrel
only two months ago, is now down 8 percent
for the year.

Meanwhile, gas prices edged higher at the
pump, topping $3.85 a gallon amid the after-
math of Hurricane Ike. However, given
crude’s continuing slide, retail gas was
expected to turn lower within a few weeks.

As uncertainty grips Wall Street, evidence
mounted that U.S. consumers and business-
es were bracing for a protracted economic
downturn that should guarantee more of the
money-saving energy conservation meas-
ures of the past year: Americans will cut
back on driving, airlines will keep fewer
planes in the air and U.S. manufacturers will
be shipping fewer products. That in turn was
expected to keep crude prices down.

“The economic slowdown is completely
unavoidable now and people will be driving
less, trucking less and buying less,” said
James Cordier, president of Tampa, Fla.-

based trading firms Liberty Trading Group
and OptionSellers.com. “Energy consump-
tion will fall dramatically.”

Light, sweet crude for October delivery
fell $4.56 to settle at $91.15 a barrel on the
New York Mercantile Exchange, after earlier
dipping to $90.51, its lowest level since Feb.
8. On Monday, prices closed below $100 for
the first time in six months, shedding more
than $5 and wiping out all of oil’s gains for
the year.

Crude has fallen about $55 — or 37 per-
cent — since shooting above $147 on July
11.

In London, November Brent crude fell
$5.02 to settle at $89.22 a barrel on the ICE
Futures exchange, after earlier dipping to
$88.90.

Oil’s steep correction comes as traders
were riveted by rapidly unfolding events on
Wall Street. Fears rose Tuesday about the
health of insurance giant American
International Group Inc. after several ratings
agencies reduced their ratings on the com-
pany. That amplified worries of more tur-
moil after Lehman Brothers Holdings Inc.
filed for bankruptcy and Merrill Lynch &
Co. was bought by Bank of America Corp. in
a rush sale intended to save the troubled
company.

ECONOMY

World oil prices
sink below $92
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Real Estate 101

THE OTHER DAY I WENT TO A LARGE
electronics store looking for a new cell
phone. While searching, I became lost in the
amazing amount of features offered.
Nowadays you can watch TV, listen to music,
browse the Internet and text.

After 20 minutes of playing with one
phone, I stepped back and asked the sales
person how the phone sounded when I
talked on it.

To my bewilderment, the sales person
said they did not know since it was not a
heavily used feature.

What!? When did talking to someone on
a cell phone become a secondary feature? I
must have missed the memo that the cell
phone companies sent out.

Just as cell phones have become devices
where calling someone is not the most
important feature, loans have become
instruments where paying them down is not
the first priority.

Gone are the days of easy financing, now
you need to show all documentation —
which is a good thing — to get a loan. The
bottom line is that people should not get
loans they cannot afford.

However, not too long ago, loans existed
where you did not have to pay down the
principal, just the interest — known as
interest only loans.

I am a big fan of interest only loans for
investment properties where you are pur-

chasing a cash flow, but interest only loans
should be given to sophisticated investors,
not novice homeowners.

Sophisticated investors tend to under-
stand the ramifications of not paying down
principal and the underlining risk associated
with it.

Another type of loan that was popular in
its heyday was the negative amortizing loan.
To this day, this loan product dumbfounds
me for new homeowners. The idea is the
borrower pays a minimum amount each
month.

That minimum amount is significantly
smaller than the actual fully amortizing pay-
ment. For example, say a fully amortizing
payment is $2,000, the negative amortizing
payment may be $550. The difference in
principal and interest is added to the princi-
pal balance.

That means $1,450 is added to the princi-
pal balance each month using the example
above. The thought was that a borrower
could refinance into a new loan after a cou-
ple years or sell the property at a profit and
not worry about the accrued amount added
to the principal balance.

The problem is real estate does not always
increase in value and you cannot always refi-
nance out of a property, as many borrowers
are finding out in this challenging real estate
market.

Many lenders, particularly banks, are

returning to the basic loan programs that
work, underwriting loans for borrowers that
make sense to them. Many banks are becom-
ing conservative with stricter credit criteria.
The most popular loans are the 30-year fixed
loans for borrowers and the fixed hybrid
loans.

The 30-year fixed loan was the banks’
bread and butter loan for many years. Forty
years ago, borrowers did not refinance their
homes to take money out.

A loan was placed on a home and paid
down monthly until paid in full. In this day
and age of creative financing, you seldom
hear of a borrower keeping a loan for 30
years.

Of course, there are good arguments for
changing financing; the most prevalent
argument is a lower interest rate. It is true
over time, a lower interest rate can save you
tens of thousands of dollars, but every time
you refinance you are starting the clock over
again.

Many people do not stay in their first
home longer than five years, so lending insti-
tutions figured out a way to give people
financing that works for them.

Many banks have what are known as
fixed hybrid loans. A fixed hybrid loan is
fixed for the first few years, usually up to 10
years, then becomes or rolls to an adjustable
loan.

The most common fixed loans are the 3-,

5-, 7- and 10-year fixed products. These
loans usually have lower fixed rates than the
30-year fixed loans.

If you are moving out of a property after
five years, it makes little sense to get a 30-
year fixed loan and pay more money in
interest.

The most important factor to remember
when you are attaining financing is to make
sure you can comfortably make the monthly
payment.

After determining if the payment works
for you, figure out how long you are going to
own the property. Most loan officers and
mortgage brokers will help you get the best
financing to suit your needs, but ultimately
it is your responsibility to get a loan that
works for you.

Take the time and write out a budget,
make sure you ask all questions and under-
stand all the answers before you sign any
loan documents.

It is tougher to get financing today than it
was a year ago, but if you go into the process
armed with knowledge and work with a
good loan officer or mortgage broker, you
can find yourself with the best financing to
suit your needs.

MIKE HEAYN is a Washington Mutual multi-fam-
ily loan consultant. He can be reached at (310)
428-1342, or e-mailed at
michael.heayn@wamu.net.

Weighing the considerable amount of options
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Affairs Vice President Jeff Shimizu, visited
several months before.

The school, which is located just south of
Beijing, asked the college to send a contin-
gent of art students for a performance,
prompting those in the Theater Arts
Department to begin brainstorming differ-
ent types of shows. What they ended up with
was a show in which they combine songs
from more than 25 American musicals.

The 90-minute long show, titled
“American Reflections: Broadway in
Concert” pays tribute to classics such as
“West Side Story” and “Sweet Charity.”

“We wanted to bring something that was
uniquely American,” Nancy Grass Hemmert,
the faculty leader for the trip, said. “Every
culture has a unique addition to the arts and
musical theater is a uniquely American tra-
dition.”

Production to include
mix of Broadway hits
FROM SMC PAGE 1

SEE SMC PAGE 11

Brandon Wise brandonw@smdp.com
GETTING IT RIGHT: Geoffery Going (right) and Shaina Zalma (left) sing ‘The Song That Goes Like
This’ from Monty Python's ‘Spamalot’ during a rehearsal Monday at Santa Monica College. 
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incited great human endeavors such as the
Orleig Prize offered by Raymond Orleig in
1919 to the first person to complete a non-
stop trans-Atlantic flight from New York to
Paris.

X PRIZE’s latest contest offers a $25,000
reward in conjunction with Prize Capital,
LLC for a YouTube video that proposes solu-
tions to energy and environmental prob-

lems. This prize is small in comparison to
typical X PRIZE rewards. In 2004 X PRIZE
awarded $10 million for the creation and
launch of SpaceShipOne, a non-government
funded space ship.

Fox Interactive Media and Belkin
International are two new neighbors that X
PRIZE will join in its new West Los Angeles
home.

news@smdp.com

X PRIZE Foundation moves to West L.A.
FROM X PRIZE PAGE 3

The students auditioned and were select-
ed for the show during the previous academ-
ic year. Those who were selected were asked
to enroll in a special Chinese culture class in
which they learn about the country before
their visit.

The contingent also includes two journal-
ism students with the student newspaper
Corsair who will document the entire trip.

The university is paying the travel
expenses for all the students while SMC will
pick up the tab for the visiting faculty.

“We put together some of our very best
people who are most appropriate for the
show,” Perviz Sawoski, the chair of the
Theater Arts Department, said. “It’s been a
daunting yet exciting experience because we
put together a huge amount of material.

Sawoski wrote the musical along with
colleague Terrin Adair.

They selected famous Broadway shows
that their audience in China might’ve seen,
or at least know of.

“We picked stuff that was iconically
American,” she said. “We’re hoping that

because of the translation issue, they’re visu-
al enough so people can understand them.”

Giglio said the show is enjoyable for the
cast because it involves a mixture of ensem-
ble, duets and solos.

“It’s kind of geared toward giving every-
one an opportunity to shine and show off
their talent,” he said. “We have a lot of peo-
ple who are strong singers, strong dancers
and a lot of people half and half or both.”

SMC officials say the trip plays into the
college’s global citizenship initiative, which
aims to educate students about the greater
world around them.

Announced by Tsang last year, the initia-
tive teaches students through classes, study
abroad programs and from its own diverse
campus, which includes more than 2,700
international students.

“It’s really about being a citizen of the
world,” SMC spokesman Bruce Smith said.
“It’s being aware that what you do here in
the United States has an impact on pollution
and global warming in other parts of the
world.”

melodyh@smdp.com

Students set to visit China
FROM SMC PAGE 10

Brandon Wise brandonw@smdp.com
RISING UP: SMC theater students rehearse 'American Reflections: Broadway in Concert.'
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don’t know anything about and wonder how
they got there.”

Though his next two years on the
board are automatic, Mechur said he will
continue to remain active the next few
months, attending political forums and
events.

An architect by trade, Mechur was first
appointed to the board in August 2007,
replacing Bloomfield who vacated her

seat a month prior after her husband
accepted a job offer in Washington D.C.

Bloomfield was re-elected in November
2006 and was about three months into

her term when she announced her
impending departure.

Mechur is a long-time district volunteer,
having worked on the Facilities Master Plan
and serving on the Measure BB Advisory
Committee.

He received endorsements from several
political groups, including Santa Monicans
for Renters’ Rights and the Santa Monica
Democratic Club.

melodyh@smdp.com

School Board candidate no longer has to run 
FROM BOARD PAGE 1

EVEN THOUGH I WAS RUNNING UNOPPOSED,
IT WAS IMPORTANT TO LET VOTERS KNOW

ABOUT ME AND MY POSITIONS.”
Ralph Mechur

School board member

was authored by Mike Feuer, D-Los Angeles,
was being held because the Republican gover-
nor said he would not sign any legislation
until the long-standing budget delay ended.
The bills were sent to the governor’s desk on
Tuesday after the legislature passed a $104 bil-
lion budget in an early-morning session.
Schwarzenegger announced later that day he
would veto the budget.

While those advocating for the measure
say they are confident the Republican gover-
nor will not turn away the proposed legisla-
tion, he did on Tuesday threaten to veto
hundreds of bills if the legislature overrides
his budget veto.

Schwarzenegger has until Sept. 30 to sign
or veto the bills. If no action is taken by then,
the bills automatically become law.

MTA officials said the governor has indi-
cated he will not veto the bill, though a
spokesperson with Schwarzenegger’s office

said he has not taken a position.
“We fully expect him to sign it,” Marc

Littman, spokesman for the MTA, said.
Sales tax revenue is expected to help pay

for long-awaited projects like the Exposition
Light Rail and Subway to the Sea, both of
which will bring rail service to the Westside.

But supporters argue that more impor-
tant than the revenue itself is what it will
mean for future funding for projects, giving
the MTA leverage for federal and state

grants.
“That is what we’ll have to do, leverage

local funds against other sources,” said
Kimberleigh Richards, the public and leg-
islative affairs director for Southern
California Transit Advocates. “This is the
best possible source of local funds.”

While the governor’s approval of the
Feuer bill remains certain to many, the fate
of the sales tax measure is less certain.

Richards pointed out that the previous

two sales tax measures — Proposition A in
1980 and Proposition C in 1990 — only
required a simple majority.

“It’s a much more uphill battle to get two-
thirds of voters to cast yes,” she said.

The measure has received opposition
from the Bus Riders Union, which argues
that the focus should be spent more on
improving and expanding existing bus serv-
ice. A number of officials have also spoken
out against it, including county supervisors
Mike Antonovich and Don Knabe. Still, sup-
porters remain optimistic that they will pre-
vail on Nov. 4.

“There should be a good turnout for the
presidential election with more progressive
voters who would be likely to support the
measure,” said Darrell Clarke, a Santa
Monica resident who heads the Friends 4
Expo Transit group. “But you just don’t
know.”

melodyh@smdp.com

Sales tax bill sitting on governor’s desk 
THERE SHOULD BE A GOOD TURNOUT FOR
THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION WITH MORE

PROGRESSIVE VOTERS WHO WOULD BE LIKELY TO
SUPPORT THE MEASURE.”

Darrell Clarke
Friends 4 Expo Transit

FROM BILL PAGE 1
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CITY OF SANTA MONICA

NOTICE INVITING BIDS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City of Santa Monica invites sealed bids for: 

BID #2958:  FURNISH AND DELIVER THREE (3) NEW AND UNUSED 1-TON TRUCKS
WITH PRESSURE WASHER MOUNTED ON THE FLAT BED TO BE USED BY THE PROM-
ENADE MAINTENANCE AND STREET SWEEPING DIVISIONS.

BID #2959:  FURNISH AND DELIVER TWO (2) NEW AND USED 1-TON CNG FUELED
CONVENTIONAL CAB TRUCKS TO BE USED BY THE FORENSICS SECTION OF THE
POLICE DEPARTMENT.

� SUBMISSION DEADLINE FOR BOTH BIDS IS 
OCTOBER 13, 2008 AT 3:00 PM PACIFIC TIME.

Request for bid forms and specifications may be obtained from Kimberlie Nimori at the
City of Santa Monica, 1717 4th St., Suite 250, Santa Monica, California, by calling 
(310) 458-2211, or by e-mailing your request to kimberlie.nimori@smgov.net.  Bids must
be submitted on forms furnished by City of Santa Monica.

Vendors interested in doing business with the City of Santa Monica are encouraged to reg-
ister online at http://www.smgov.net/finance/purchasing/

Go Green.
Hire locals. It cuts down
on commuting, traffic

and smog.

Find them
in the 

Santa Monica Daily Press
classifieds.

Call today to learn about
our local hiring packages.

310-458-7737

BY JOHN NADEL
AP Sports Writer

LOS ANGELES Tom Lasorda can’t imagine anything like it.
Mike Scioscia likens the possibility to a bit of paradise.

In a place where Disneyland magic takes root and screen-
writers trade in celluloid fantasies, these are heady times to
be playing baseball in Southern California.

From freeway to freeway, the Los Angeles Dodgers and
Angels are on the verge of doing something they’ve never
done before: play each other in the World Series.

“It would be the greatest thing that ever happened,” said
Lasorda, who guided the Dodgers to two World Series
crowns in four appearances during his Hall of Fame career.

“This would be the baseball Mecca for a couple of weeks
out here in Southern California, and that would be some-
thing special,” said Scioscia, who played for Lasorda’s title
teams in 1981 and ‘88 and managed the Angels to their only
World Series championship six years ago.

Since the Dodgers moved west from Brooklyn in 1958
and the Angels were formed as an expansion team three
years later, the teams have made the playoffs in the same sea-
son only once, in 2004. Both were eliminated in the first
round that October.

The Angels, with strong pitching and the addition of
Mark Teixeira to an already tough lineup, were the first team
in the majors to clinch a playoff spot this season. They won
the AL West for the fourth time in five years.

The Dodgers, boosted by the trade for Manny Ramirez
and playing their first season under manager Joe Torre, have
taken a solid lead in the NL West.

“I could see a lot of shirts being worn out there with one
side ‘Dodgers’ and one side ‘Angels,’” Angels hitting coach
Mickey Hatcher said. “I think it would be something really
big, especially with Mike and myself and a couple other guys
who played for the Dodgers in ‘88 now coaching against the
Dodgers.

“It would be a weird situation, but I don’t think the rest
of the nation would even care.”

Lasorda was reticent to talk much about a possible
Freeway World Series because the Dodgers haven’t yet
ensured a postseason berth.

“We haven’t done anything until we clinch it,” he said.
“We’re not going to talk about something we don’t have.
When the season is over and we’ve been declared the No. 1
team in the National League West, we’ve done something.”

The Angels entering Tuesday’s action in the race for the
league’s best record and home-field advantage throughout
the playoffs.

“The Angels have a good ballclub, a heck of a ballclub,”
Torre said. “I’m still concerned about our well-being.”

Scioscia realizes that despite everything his team has
accomplished, there’s a long way to go before they face the
Dodgers, or anyone else, in the World Series.

“That stuff is all going to play itself out,” he said. “If it
happens to be something that’s as special as a Freeway World
Series, then that would be great. But our plate’s full right
now just trying to prepare for whoever we’re going to play.”

While the Dodgers haven’t clinched a postseason berth,
they’ve been at their best recently, having won 12 of 13
games in one stretch to go from 4 1/2 games behind the
Arizona Diamondbacks to 4 1/2 games ahead.

“We’ve been hanging in there and putting ourselves in a
position to hopefully win the division,” said Dodgers infield-
er Nomar Garciaparra, who grew up in nearby Whittier.

As for an L.A.-L.A. matchup,“it’s way premature,” he said.
“Right now, our focus is just trying to get to our goal,

which is to get to the playoffs and get to the World Series,”
Garciaparra said.

The Dodgers haven’t done that since 1988, when Orel
Hershiser and Kirk Gibson led them past the favored
Oakland Athletics in five games. They’ve made the playoffs
only four times since then, going 1-12 in being eliminated in
the first round each time.

MLB

L.A. Angels,
Dodgers eye
World Series
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SURF CONDITIONS WATER TEMP: 63-67°

SWELL FORECAST ( 2-2 FT )
Wednesday the 17th size increases around south facing breaks. 

LONG RANGE SYNOPSIS
THURSDAY THE 18TH SHOULD SEE AN INCREASE IN SIZE.

TIDE FORECAST FOR TODAY IN SANTA MONICA
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AERO THEATRE
1328 Montana Ave.
(323) 466-FILM

Wild Boys of the Road (NR) 1hr
08min
7:30

AMC LOEWS BROADWAY 4 
1441 Third Street
Promenade
College (R) 1hr 34min 
4:30, 6:45, 9:10

Hamlet 2 (R) 1hr 32min 
2:10, 4:20, 6:35, 9:00

Death Race (R) 1hr 29min  
1:45, 4:15, 6:45, 9:15

Vicky Cristina Barcelona (PG-13)
1hr 36min 
2:05, 4:30, 7:00, 9:25

Surfer, Dude (R) 1hr 28min  
2:15, 4:25, 6:30, 9:00

The Women (PG-13) 1hr 54min  
1:40, 4:15, 7:10, 9:45

The Mummy: Tomb of the
Dragon Emperor (PG-13) 1hr
54min 
2:00, 4:35, 7:15, 9:50

You Don't Mess With the Zohan
(PG-13) 1hr 53min 
2:05

AMC 7 SANTA MONICA 
1310 Third St.

(310) 289-4262 
Disaster Movie (PG-13) 1hr
30min  
5:40, 7:55, 10:10 

Death Race (R) 1hr 29min    
12:05, 2:40, 5:15, 7:50, 10:20

Fly Me to The Moon 3-D (G) 1hr
30min     
12:30, 2:45, 5:05, 7:15, 9:30 

Tropic Thunder (R) 1hr 47min    
1:50, 4:30, 7:15, 9:50

Star Wars: The Clone Wars (PG)
1hr 38min   
12:40, 3:05 

Righteous Kill - Digital
Presentation (R) 1hr 41min  
12:00, 2:30, 5:00, 7:30, 10:00

Tyler Perry's The Family That
Preys (PG-13) 1hr 51min  
1:40, 4:15, 7:00, 9:45 

Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants
2, The (PG-13) 1hr 57min    
12:10, 2:55

The House Bunny (PG-13) 1hr
38min    
12:15, 2:40, 5:15, 7:45, 10:05 

Burn After Reading (R) 1hr
37min  
12:20, 2:50, 5:30, 7:50, 10:15

LAEMMLE’S MONICA FOURPLEX
1332 Second St.
(310) 394-9741 

Elegy (R) 1hr 48min     
1:50, 4:30, 7:10, 9:50

Bottle Shock (PG-13) 1hr 50min   
1:30, 4:10, 7:00, 9:55

Anita O'Day: The Life of A Jazz
Singer (NR) 1hr 30min    
4:00, 9:25

Tell No One (Ne le dis a person-
ne) (NR) 2hrs 05min   
1:20, 4:20, 7:20, 10:15

I.O.U.S.A. (PG) 1hr 25min   
1:40, 7:00

MANN'S CRITERION THEATRE 
1313 Third St.
(310) 395-1599 
Dark Knight, The (PG-13) 2hrs
30min   
12:20, 3:40, 7:10, 10:30

Bangkok Dangerous (R) 1hr
40min    
11:10am, 1:50, 4:30, 7:10, 9:40 

Traitor (PG-13) 1hr 50min    
11:30am, 2:10, 4:50, 7:30, 10:10

The Pineapple Express (R) 1hr
45min   
11:40am, 2:20, 5:00, 7:40, 10:20 

Babylon A.D. (PG-13) 1hr 30min   
12:50, 3:10, 5:30, 7:50, 10:00 

Mamma Mia! (PG-13) 1hr 48min   
11:20am, 2:00, 4:40, 7:20, 9:50

For more information, e-mail news@smdp.com

MOVIE TIMES

ARIES (March 21-April 19)
★★★ You could overindulge and push far too
much. Finances play a big role in what goes on
in the next few days. Instead of getting messed
up in a situation, detach, and you will find
answers. Tonight: Gather bills.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
★★★★ You have to handle all that is on your
plate. Other people also will tend to drop stuff on
your plate, adding to your sense of being over-
whelmed. You have a way of handling a boss who
inspires you. Tonight: You are full of energy.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
★★★ Keep your own counsel, and do not share
all that you know or perceive. Easily, others
could misread your words, and a problem might
ensue where there needs to be none. News
from a distance knocks on your door. Tonight:
Take a deep breath.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
★★★★★ Aim for more of what you want. Do
not hesitate to ask for what you want. Others
touch base. Meetings and groups of people sur-
round you. Schedule important get-togethers.
Use the daytime to the max. Tonight: Vanish
while you can.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
★★★ Take a stand, which might be long over-
due. Evaluate a statement during the next few
days. Your first knee-jerk reaction could be off.
Someone you respect wants your attention.
Look at the hoops this person will jump
through. Tonight: Find your friends.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
★★★★ Try to imagine how others feel, especially
if you feel like you have a strong reaction to facts
and information. You might want to take a stand
or figure out what might be the most effective
manner to proceed. Tonight: A must appearance.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
★★★★ Work with individuals, avoiding distrac-
tion and focusing on what is important. A busi-
ness partnership or financial agreement could
star in importance. Honor your feelings, but
express them in a diplomatic manner. Tonight:
Where there is music.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
★★★★ Others do whatever they need to do to
get what they want. The cost could be that you
turn and walk in a new direction. You feel bet-
ter and more centered than you have in a while.
Tonight: Swap news with your best friend.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
★★★ Relax with others, knowing that some-
thing better is around the corner. How you deal
with someone could change radically. Follow
your instincts, and you will not be disappoint-
ed. Plug your energy into a project you like.
Tonight: Join others for dinner.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
★★★★ When hitting a boulder or even perhaps
a pebble, you find a way past it, not obsessing
about the stone, but the trail. Use that type of
thinking today, and you’ll succeed past what
you believe possible. Tonight: Run errands on
the way home.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
★★★ Basics count. You move past a problem with
ease. You do much better if you center on basics
rather than trying to see the big picture. Follow
your intuition with a partner or someone you
know well. Tonight: Use that fabulous imagination.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
★★★★★ Speak to others, and do not stand on
ceremony. How you handle a matter could
change once you get the big picture. Listen to
your instincts. Follow through on an intuitive
matter. Tonight: Happy at home.

You might be overwhelmed by the many opportunities
that appear. At the same time, you could be stunned by
how many could disappear out of the blue. Be sure of
what you want, and remain focused. By detaching, you will make the correct decision. Many of
you will be more visible in your community and/or profession. You do make a difference. If you
are single, you move to a new level of understanding about what you want. The person you
choose to enter your life could be quite exotic. If you are attached, plan a special trip for just
the two of you. GEMINI makes a must appearance.

Happy birthday
★★★★★Dynamic   
★★★★ Positive 
★★★ Average   

★★ So-So   
★ Difficult

Where is the music, Libra

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS
The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:

(213) 482-1567 
nowlegalonline.com

How much is your

time worth?

*CALL US FOR DETAILS2 4 - H O U R  A T T O R N E Y  S E R V I C E

Rush Messenger service

First Local Delivery FREE

Get it done NOW!

ACT! Database Coaching

ACT! IS EASY
WITH JUST A FEW LESSONS WITH ME

Eliminate your frustrations using ACT! and
take your skills to the next level! All versions.

Call Chris Pumphrey
20 years hands-on ACT! Experience

www.actcoaching.com
800-915-4228

FREE CONSULTATION

Beyond Health
Alkaline Oxygen

Absorbs 6x Faster

A NEW Premium Water Bar 
2209 Main St. Santa Monica 90405

www.beyondO2water.com
(310) 664-8880

10% off 1st purchase — Mon. - Sat. 10-7 Sunday 11-6

Support a
greener

L.A.
Locals can ride their bike

to work.

Find them
in the 

Santa Monica Daily Press
classifieds.

Call today to learn about
our local hiring packages.

310-458-7737
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Girls and Sports By Justin Borus and Andrew Feinstein

The Meaning of Lila By John Forgetta & L.A. Rose

The Other Coast By Adrian Raeside

By Jim DavisGarfield

By Brian AndersonDog eat Doug

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Sudoku
Fill in the blank cells using numbers 1 to 9. Each number can
appear only once in each row, column, and 3x3 block. Use logic
and process of elimination to solve the puzzle. The difficulty
level ranges from ★ (easiest) to ★★★★★ (hardest).

GETTING STARTED
There are many strategies to solving Sudoku. One way to begin is to
examine each 3x3 grid and figure out which numbers are missing. Then,
based on the other numbers in the row and column of each blank cell,
find which of the missing numbers will work. Eliminating numbers will
eventually lead you to the answer.

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S PUZZLE

King Features Syndicate



WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2008Visit us online at smdp.com
Comics & Stuff

17

By John Deering

By Dave Coverly

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Strange Brew

Speed Bump

MYSTERY PHOTO Brandon Wise brandonw@smdp.com
The first person who can correctly identify where this image was captured wins a prize from the
Santa Monica Daily Press. Send answers to editor@smdp.com.

1787 the Constitution of
the United States was

completed and signed by a majori-
ty of delegates attending the
Constitutional Convention in
Philadelphia.

1862 in the bloodiest bat-
tle day in U.S. histo-

ry, Union forces fought
Confederate invaders in the Civil
War Battle of Antietam at
Sharpsburg, Md.

1920 the American
Professional Football

Association, a precursor of the
National Football League, was
formed in Canton, Ohio.

1939 the Soviet Union
invaded Poland,

more than two weeks after Nazi
Germany had launched its assault.

1944 during World War II,
Allied paratroopers

launched Operation Market
Garden, landing behind German
lines in the Netherlands. (After ini-
tial success, the Allies were beat-
en back by the Germans.)

1947 James V. Forrestal
was sworn in as the

first U.S. Secretary of Defense.

1948 the United Nations
mediator for

Palestine, Count Folke Bernadotte,
was assassinated in Jerusalem by
Jewish extremists.

1978 after meeting at
Camp David, Israeli

Prime Minister Menachem Begin
and Egyptian President Anwar
Sadat signed a framework for a
peace treaty.

■ Paul Baldwin, 48, was ordered
held on $10,000 bail in
Portsmouth, N.H., in May after his
arrest for stealing a can of beer,
which seems expensive except
that it was Baldwin’s 152nd arrest.
When a judge asked if he wanted a
lawyer appointed for him, Baldwin
said, “I don’t need a lawyer. I’ve
been in this court more than you
have.” 
■ Crimes From All Over: (1) A gen-
tle armed robber was being sought
in July in Poplar Bluff, Mo.; he took
$25 from a man at gunpoint, but
then hugged him before he left.
(2) Arrested in Tampa in the span
of 23 hours on July 1 and July 2:
Mr. Telly Savalas Cheatam (grand
theft auto) and Mr. Telly Savalas
Wimbley (trespassing).

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
B Y C H U C K S H E P A R D

ddiissccoonncceerrtt , dis-kuhn-SURT,
transitive verb, To disturb the
composure of.

WORD UP!

TODAY IN HISTORY

1  12  14  25  35
Meganumber: 38
Jackpot: $15M

6  13  19  21  41
Meganumber: 16
Jackpot: $25M

1  9  19  21  34

MIDDAY: 9 2 9
EVENING: 0 5 8

1st: 09 Winning Spirit
2nd: 06 Whirl Win
3rd: 02 Lucky Star
RACE TIME: 1.48.86

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the winning number
information, mistakes can occur. In the event of any discrepancies, California
State laws and California Lottery regulations will prevail. Complete game
information and prize claiming instructions are available at California Lottery
retailers. Visit the California State Lottery web site at http://www.calottery.com

DAILY LOTTERY



CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING CONDITIONS: REGULAR RATE: $5.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20¢ per word per day. Ad must run a
minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra.
Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once.
DEADLINES: 3:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 2:30 p.m. PAYMENT: All pri-
vate party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310) 458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press,
P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406 or stop in at our office located at 410 Broadway, Suite B, Santa Monica. OTHER RATES: For infor-
mation about the professional services directory or classified display ads, please call our office at (310) 458-7737.

HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY  9:00am - 5:00pm                      LOCATION 410 Broadway, Suite B, Santa Monica, CA 90401

(310)458-7737
CALL TODAY FOR SPECIAL MONTHLY RATES!

There is no more convincing medium than a DAILY local newspaper.
Prepay your ad today!

Classifieds
$550 per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.
Call us today start and promoting your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 40,000.

YOUR AD COULD RUN TOMORROW!*

(310) 458-7737
Some restrictions may apply. 

*Please call our Classified Sales Manager to reserve your ad space. Specific ad placement not gauranteed on classified ads. Ad must meet deadline requirements. See complete conditions below.

All classified liner ads are placed on our website for FREE! Check out www.smdp.com for more info.

CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale

Furniture
Pets
Boats
Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos
Rent
Houses for Rent
Roomates
Commerical Lease

Real Estate
Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services

Computer Services
Attorney Services
Business Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness

Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Psychic
Obituaries
Tutoring

Prepay your ad today!
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Miscellaneous
$$CASH$$ IMMEDIATE Cash for struc-
tured Settlements, Annuities, Lawsuits, 
Inheritances, Mortgage Notes & Cash 
Flows. J.G. Wentworth #1, 
1-800-794-7310

$CASH FOR GOLD$. We buy Gold, Silver 
& Platinum. Get Cash NOW! Highest 
Payouts - Satisfaction Guaranteed. 
888-245-4517.

A NEW COMPUTER NOW. Brand Name. 
Bad or NO Credit - No problem. Smallest 
weekly payments available. Call now 
800-804-5010

A NEW COMPUTER NOW. Brand-Name 
laptops & desktops. Bad or NO Credit - 
No problem. Smallest weekly payments 
available. It's yours NOW. Call 
800-932-4501

AIRLINES ARE HIRING: Train for high 
paying Aviation Maintenance Career. 
FAA approved program. Financial aid if 
qualified - Job placement assistance. 
Aviation Institute of Maintenance. 
888-349-5387.

ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE from home. 
Medical, Business, Paralegal, Comput-
ers, Criminal Justice. Job placement as-
sistance. Computer available. Financial 
aid if qualified. Call 800-494-3586 
www.CenturaOnline.com

GK CHESTERTON THEATER in Santa 
Monica seeks male under-study, 35-50 
for the lead role in the play Malcom and 
Teresa. Also seeks very thin 10 yr/old 
male for silent roll. Plus volunteers for 
box office and backstage Call 
(1-310)462-5141

NEED A LOAN? No credit - BAD credit - 
Bankruptcy - Repossession - Personal 
Loans - Auto Loans - Consolidation 
Loans AVAILABLE! "We have been help-
ing people with credit problems since 
1991". Call 1-800-654-1816.

NEW BICYCLE ENGINE KIT Converts 
most bikes to Mopeds. 150 MPG, 
35MPH. Sale $299. www.biketomoped-
kit.com, 1-888-KIT-BIKE

OLD GUITARS WANTED! Fender, Gibson, 
Gretsch, Martin. 1930s - 1960s. Top 
cash paid. 1-800-401-0440.

POST OFFICE NOW HIRING. Avg. $20/hr. 
$57K/yr. including Fed. Benefits, OT. 
Placed by adSource, not affiliated w/ 
USPS, who hires. 1-866-483-1057

Employment
AUTO SALES $10,000 SIGNING BONUS 
Lexus Santa Monica is experiencing tre-
mendous success!! We are looking for 
experienced performers w/proven track 
records for internet, new, and 
pre-owned.FAX RESUME ONLY to 
310-401-2096

Cashier, Order Taker/ Line Cook and ca-
tering manager Full/ Part time Must 
speak English. with valid drivers li-
cense. experience needed Please call 
(310) 985-0080

DENTAL back office with experience. 
Santa Monica dental office PT 
(310) 393-9706 fax resumes to 
(310)899-1828  

Employment
JAMES PERSE Retail Opportunities

Looking for applicants for the following 
positions:
Malibu Boutique:  PT Greeter/Cashier
Santa Monica Boutique:  PT Stock

Please apply directly to one of our Bou-
tique Locations
Malibu Location:
3835 Cross Creek Rd Ste 12
Malibu, CA 90265

Santa Monica Location:
225 26th St Ste 8
Santa Monica, CA 90402

Or e-mail: 
retailcareers@jamesperse.com 

MOVIE EXTRA/MODELS NEEDED! Earn 
$200 - $400 per day. No experience 
needed. Call now. 1-800-464-0897

Customer service/sales position/on site 
coordinator at lawfirm in Santa Monica. 
Prior experience in lawfirm 
preferred.Salary negotiable. Contact 
bsberkowitz@aol.com.

MYSTERY SHOPPERS! Earn up to $150 
daily. Get paid to shop pt/ft. Call now 
800-690-1272.

OCEAN HOUSE, an upscale retirement 
community, is looking for a part time 
receptionist to work Fri & Sat from 
8am-4pm at the front desk.  The ideal 
candidate will have great customer 
service skills, communication skills, 
and be able to handle multiple tasks 
well.  If interested please come by 
and fill out an application at 2107 
Ocean Ave. SM 90405, fax a resume 
to (310) 314-7356, or email a resume 
to adennis@brookdaleliving.com.

OCEAN HOUSE, an upscale retirement 
community, is looking for a full time 
dining room supervisor to oversee all 
dining room operations, train new 
staff, and provide excellent customer 
service to our guests.  Must have pre-
vious experience in the restaurant in-
dustry.  If interested, please come by 
2107 Ocean Ave. SM, CA 90405 and 
fill out an application or fax a resume 
to (310) 314-7356 

OFFICE CLEANERS OPPORTUNITIES. 
Start today, PT/FT. Night -Day- Wkend 
poss. Flex Hrs. $17.00 per call. 
1-900-945-9400

Part-time leasing agent needed 2 days 
a week. Wed-Thurs. 8:30-5 p.m. Must 
have vehicle, license, and insurance. 
Wages + mileage + commission Fax re-
sume to (310)306-4498

PART-TIME OR FULL-TIME Driver. Must 
have own car, need to be familiar with 
L.A. have Ca. driver’s license, English 
speaking. Can earn up to $100/ a day. 
Submit resume to bsberkowitz@aol.com

PART-TIME SALES position.  Our attor-
ney service is looking for referrals to law 
firms. Referrals result in ongoing com-
missions. Submit resume to 
bsberkowitz@aol.com

PRENEED FUNERAL SALES COUNSELOR 
position at well established, premier fu-
neral home in Santa Monica. Individual 

Employment
must be caring and compassionate, self 
motivated and driven. Requires some 
evenings and weekends. Hourly base, 
plus production based bonuses. Great 
benefits. Individual with CA life insur-
ance license preferred, but not 
required.Email resumes to 
Kathleen.Lewan@sci-us.com 

SMALL SANTA Monica family law firm
needs full time experienced legal sec-
retary with knowledge of family law, 
WordPerfect 12, Microsoft Outlook, Le-
gal Solutions 4.1.0, and Court filings.  
Candidate must be fast-accurate typ-
ist, team player, and able to 
multi-task.  Please fax resume to 
(310) 449-0014 or e-mail to lkmar-
tin@sspolinlaw.com.

Help Wanted
$8000 GUARANTEED! Receive $8 for 
every envelope stuffed with our sales 
material. 24/hr. Information 
1-877-220-4470.

1000 ENVELOPES = $6000 GUARAN-
TEED! Receive $6 for every envelope 
stuffed. 24hr information. 
1-866-861-0703, code11.

ASSEMBLE MAGNETS & CRAFTS FROM 
HOME! Year-round Work! Excellent Pay! 
No Experience! TOLL FREE 
1-866-844-5091, No-MD

CAN YOU DIG IT? Heavy Equipment 
School. 3 wk training program. Back-
hoes, Bulldozers, Trackhoes. Local job 
placement asst. Start digging dirt NOW. 
Toll free 866-362-6497

SECRET SHOPPERS NEEDED - Paid to 
Pose as Customer, Evaluate Services of 
Local Stores, Restaurants & Theaters. 
Flexible hours, no experience necessary, 
training provided. 
1-800-585-9024,Ext.6750.

WINNING SALES PROS ONLY! CEO in-
come from home. Personal Development 
industry. Outstanding training. 
1 - 8 8 8 - 8 8 2 - 3 9 6 6 ,
www.SalesProsProfit.com

WORK FROM HOME: Government Office 
Jobs, Basic Computer Skills. Full Bene-
fits, Flexible Hours. Call 
1-888-611-9333.

Business Opps
ABSOLUTELY ALL Cash! Do you earn 
$800/day? Vending route. 30 machines 
+ candy. $9,995. 1-800-807-6485. 
(Void/SD,CT,MD)

ALL CASH VENDING Business. Instant 
Profits! Be your own boss! Investment 
$7,188.00 to $49,900.00. Call for free 
brochure. 1-800-584-8887.

Adoption
PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION? 
Talk with caring agency specializing in 
matching birthmothers with families 
nationwide. LIVING EXPENSES PAID. Call 
24/7. Abby's One True Gift Adoptions. 
866-910-5610.

For Sale
DIRECTV FREE 4-room System; Free HD 
or DVR upgrade. Packages from 
$29.99/mo. Expert Satellite 
1-866-926-2068

Electronics
* REDUCE YOUR CABLE BILL! * - Get a 
4-room, all-digital satellite system in-
stalled for FREE and programming 
starting under $20. Free Digital Video 
Recorders to new clients. So call now, 
1-800-795-3579.

Computers
A NEW COMPUTER NOW. Brand Name. 
Bad or NO Credit - No problem. Smallest 
weekly payments available. Call NOW 
800-838-7127

GET A NEW COMPUTER Brand name lap-
tops & desktops. BAD or NO credit - no 
problem. Smallest weekly payments 
avail. It's Yours NOW 1-800-624-1557.

Pets
CATS

CHEETOH Cats! From the jungle into 
your families arms, $600-800. 
(928)532-7300.

Education
BALLROOM DANCE Class Start: Monday, 
September 22, 8:00pm For further infor-
mation call: (323) 934-6280
www.steinleinproductions.com

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA AT HOME, 6-8 
Weeks. Low payments. FREE Brochure. 
1-800-264-8330 or www.diplomafrom-
home.com

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA! Fast, afford-
able, accredited. FREE brochure. Call 
now! 1-800-532-6546, ext. 532 
www.continentalacademy.com

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA! Graduate in 4 
weeks! Call TOLL FREE Now! 
1-877-698-3540 Ext. 213, www.South-
EasternHS.com

Wanted
WANTED! OLD GIBSON LES PAUL GUI-
TARS! Especially 1950's models! 
Fender, Gibson, Martin, Gretsch, D'An-
gelico, Rickenbacker, Stromberg, Ephi-
phone. (1900- 1970's) TOP DOLLAR 
PAID! Old FENDER AMPS! It's easy. Call 
toll free 1-866-433-8277 CALL TODAY.

For Rent
MAR VISTA, 11621 Braddock Dr. unit 16 
2bdrm. 1.5 bath, $1350, townhouse 
style, stove, carpt, w/d hookup, patio, 
gated parking, carpet, intercom entry, 
no pets.$500 off move-in 
(310)967-4471 www.jkwproperties.com

1 BLOCK to Montana Ave.

Large 1 bedroom apartment, 932 11th 

For Rent
St. $2150/mo. Contact 310-696-9285.

501 N. Venice unit 12, single, $1150/mo 
$300 off move-in stove, fridge, carpet, 
utilities included, laundry, parking, no 
pets. (310)574-6767 www.jkwproper-
ties.com

Room and Board
401 Montana Avenue

Your home away from home.
Daily meals, laundry, housekeeping, 
utilities, and cable. Studios, 1bdrms
avaliable. Seniors and all ages welcome.
Ask about move-in special 1 month FREE.

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS
Starting at $2,000/MO
Beautiful Montana Gardens
(310) 245-9436

Newly Lowered
Rates

SANTA MONICA COLORADO/FRANKLIN 
unfurnished rear small house 
1bdrm/1bath no pets permit parking 
open house Sunday 9/21 1-5p.m. $1800 
(310)828-7513

WLA $1750/MO. Large bright 2 bdrm 
upper, on Barrington near National. Very 
spacious. Large closets, crown mold-
ings,  gas stove, refrigerator. Closed 
garage with storage, well maintained, 
charming, older building in good WLA 
area.near Whole foods and Starbucks 
Info (310)828-4481 or (310)993-0414 
after 6pm.

For Rent

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
(310) 869-7901

1037 5th St. #9 3bdrm/ 2 bath $2795
2211 Ocean Ave. #2215C 2bdrm/ 

1bath  $2990
1731 Barry Avenue #212 

2bdrm/2bath Condo for Rent $2695.

PLEASE Visit our website 
for complete 
listings at:

www.howardmanagement.com
rentals@howardmanagement.com

LACIENEGA HEIGHTS/Bvrlywd Adj. 
$1395.00 2 Bdrm, 1-1/2 Bath, No Pets, 
Stove, Refrigerator, Parking 2009 Pre-
uss Rd, #5 Open Daily for Viewing 
9am-7pm, Additional Info in Unit

MAR VISTA 12450 Culver Blvd. Unit 
210/224 1bdrm/1bath, gated parking, 
intercom entry, stove, fridge, utilities 
included, laundry, parking, no pets. 
$1150/mo on site manager 
(888)414-7778 www.jkwproperties.com 

MAR VISTA: 12434 CULVER Blvd. unit 7 
1+1 stove, fridge, AC, carpets blinds, 
laundry room, intercom entry, gated 
parking, no pets.$1250/mo $300 off 
move-in (888)414-7778 www.jkwprop-
erties.com

Venice 25 19th Ave. Single unit E 
$1125/mo stove, fridge, carpet, blinds, 
laundry, no parking or pets, 
(310)578-7512 www.jkwproperties.com

Commercial Lease
WEST LA: 2 office spaces for rent. 2566 
Overland Ave, 90064.Seven story, class 
“A” reflective glass bldg.Prime 
loc.Right off 10 & 405 
fwys.$785-1200/month.7th flr facing 
o c e a n . C o n t a c t : A d r i a n a @ d a v i s -
stirling.com 310-945-0280

Real Estate
TENNESSEE MOUNTAIN ACREAGE. 2 acre 
beautiful homesite. Million $ view! Se-
cluded, utilities, overlooking Tennessee 
River, close to Marina, Schools, Shop-
ping! $49,900, low down, owner financ-
ing! 330-699-1585.

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

$5.50 A DAY LINER ADS! CALL TODAY
Run your personals here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737
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CALL TODAY FOR SPECIAL MONTHLY RATES!
There is no more convincing medium than a DAILY local newspaper.

$550 per day. Up to 15 words,
20 cents each additional word.

ClassifiedsGET RID OF YOUR ROLLERBLADES.  Sell your sports equipment to someone who will actually use it.

Prepay your ad today! (310)458-7737

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2008Visit us online at smdp.com 19

Real Estate

Automotive
WANTED JAPANESE MOTORCYCLES KA-
WASAKI,1970-1980, Z1-900, KZ900, 
KZ1000, H2-750, H1-500, S1-250, 
S2-250, S2-350, S3-400. CASH PAID. 
1-800-772-1142. 1-310-721-0726.

Bookkeeping Services

QUICKBOOKS BOOKKEEPING service, 
personal or  businesses.  Online ver-
sion available.  Call 310 977-7935

Services

AFFORDABLE LIFE INSURANCE - 
AIG/ Mass Mutual - Term & Whole Life 
Policies with Dividends. Disability In-
surance, Fixed Annunity Products. We 
offer a wide variety of products.
Contact Jill Shively @ 310-405-4250

R.J.M. Catering

(310) 920-9913
www.rjmcatering.com

WWeddings,
Anniversaries, 

BBirthdays

Featuring a variety 
of cuisine choices

TRAINED MALE OPERA SINGER

Will sing at all parties and occasions. 
Sinatra, Tony Bennett, Jolson, popular 
songs, and have a sing along. Call 
Gabe 310-392-6501

Services

Hair Stylists

FALL 
SPECIALS

30% off for new clients

10% off for existing client with ad

Ethan @ Auburn
310.479.2742 / 310.451.0330

WWW.AUBURNSTYLE.COM

Gen. Contracting

A/C 
CONSTRUCTION

General Construction
Commercial & Residential

Remodel & Add ons
Honest.  Reliable.

FREE ESTIMATES
— Sabbath Observed—

310.278.5380
Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

Handyman

The Handy Hatts
Painting and Decorating Co.

SINCE 1967
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

SPECIALISTS IN ALL 
DAMAGE REPAIR

“EXPERT IN GREEN CONCEPTS”

Free estimates, great referrals

Call Brian @
(310) 927-5120
(310) 915-7907

LIC# 888736
“HOME SWEET HOME”

FULL SERVICE HANDYMAN
FROM A TO Z

WEST SIDE
HANDYMAN

(310) 409-3244
Call the House Healer

All
Repairs-

Carpentry- Painting-
Plastering- Electrical

Termite & Dry
Rot Repair

Not a
Licensed

Contractor

Martin’s Professional
Services

We repair it, We assemble it
We hang it, We install it
We take care of all 
home repairs from 
painting to electrical
We can do it today

Over 15 years in business

(310) 289-3222

Services

Therapy

Life is short —
Why make it shorter

STILLL 
SMOKING?

Certified
Hypnotherapist

John J. McGrail, C.Ht.

(310)) 235-2883
www.hypnotherapylosangeles.com

Financial
$$$ACCESS LAWSUIT CASH NOW!! In-
jury Lawsuit dragging? Need $500 - 
$500,000++ within 48 hours? Call 
1-877-386-3692, www.casepay.com

BANKRUPTCY: LET US HANDLE YOUR 
ENTIRE BANKRUPTCY $299 Plus $399 
for COURT COSTS GUARANTEED. NO AD-
DITIONAL FEES. CALL NOW 
800-878-2215, www.signhere.org, Bet-
ter Business Bureau Member

Health/Beauty
DR. JOEL Kaplan's, FDA approved Via-
gra, Testosterone, Cialis. Free bro-
chures. 619-294-7777, 24/7,CodeUSA 
www.drjoelkaplan.com

PHENTERMINE - SOMA, FIORICET, and 
more. Doctor CONSULTATION included. 
Shipped FedX 1-3 days. www.Easy-
BudgetRx.com, 1-877-453-7701

VIAGRA/CIALIS SAVE $400, 40/$99.00. 
Free Prescriptions. Lowest Prices. Order 
Now. 1-877-242-5305. Save on Drugs.

Lost & Found
LOST LOCKED blue flip top cellphone re-
ward given (310)871-3893

Massage
BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal your body, 
mind, spirit.  Therapeutic bodywork/en-
ergy healing. Strictly non-sexual. Intro-
ductory specials $68.00. Lynda, L.M.T. 
(310) 749-0621

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong and tender 
relaxing body work by mature European. 
Very Professional, Sonja 
(310) 397-0433.

Locals are
more likely

to surf.
and come to work in a

better mood.

Find them
in the 

Santa Monica Daily Press
classifieds.

Call today to learn about
our local hiring packages.

310-458-7737Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Run your personals here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737
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