
By staff and wire reports

SACRAMENTO — Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger, whose own
attempt to raid tax revenues from
local governments helped lead to a
lengthy budget stalemate last sum-
mer, campaigned this week on
behalf of a ballot measure to pre-
vent the state from attempting
such tax grabs in the future. 

For Santa Monica, the passage
of Proposition 1A could mean
securing millions of dollars annual-
ly. More importantly, it would
eliminate angst amongst City Hall’s
financiers who must budget a short-
fall in anticipation of the state stak-
ing claim to local tax revenues.

“We’ll be able to feel confident
that we’ll be able to retain the
money we’re supposed to get,”
said Steve Stark, City Hall’s
finance director.

City Hall’s budget has account-
ed for a $4 million deficit in case
the state decides to dip into Santa
Monica’s tax revenues.

“In anticipation, we assumed
they would withhold some money
from us,” Stark said.

Although it wouldn’t be covered
under Proposition 1A, the state
government already takes $3.2 mil-
lion every year from Santa Monica
in reduced property tax revenue
that’s earmarked for a special fund
dedicated to education throughout
California. Since 1992, Santa
Monica has contributed about $25
million, Stark said.

The Santa Monica City Council
this week officially threw its sup-
port behind Prop. 1A.

“City officials have repeatedly
made hard decisions to balance

BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITY HALL — Offices here are
dark today, as they have been
every other Friday for more than a
decade. But that may change soon.

Since the early 1990s, Calif-
ornia enacted stringent ride-shar-
ing rules for all public and private
entities with more than 250
employees. Companies and muni-
cipalities enacted programs to
reduce the number of trips being
made by their employees or pay
hefty fines to the state. But most
municipalities west of La Cienega

Boulevard went a bit farther.
City employees compressed

their week, so they work 80 hours
over nine days and receive every
other Friday off. 

But the reduced schedule has
raised customer service concerns
for many people who need access
to City Hall during the work day,
particularly developers and archi-
tects who need permits and other
planning department assistance.

A recent study that examined
the inefficiencies of the planning
department has suggested that

ON SEPT. 17, 1787, the Constitution of
the United States was completed and
signed by a majority of delegates
attending the Constitutional Conven-
tion in Philadelphia. 
■ In 1862, Union forces hurled back a
Confederate invasion of Maryland in
the Civil War Battle of Antietam. 
■ In 1920, the American Professional
Football Association — a precursor of
the National Football League — was
formed in Canton, Ohio.
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John Hutcherson, 21, was arrested in
Marietta, Ga., in August for vehicular
homicide and DUI after he drove 12
miles home and went to bed, alleged-
ly oblivious of the dead body of his
good friend that was hanging out his
passenger-side window. According to
police, the 23-year-old pal had been
decapitated by a telephone pole guide
wire when he stuck his head out the
window after Hutcherson veered off
the road. A neighbor alerted police the
next morning when he saw the body
still draped on the door of
Hutcherson's truck. 
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“Governments exist to protect the
rights of minorities. The loved and the
rich need no protection – they have

many friends and few enemies.”

WENDELL PHILLIPS
AMERICAN ABOLITIONIST (1811-1884)
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BACK OR 
UNFILED TAXES?

Wishy-washy

Crill Hansen/Special to the Daily Press
An area man takes time out recently to clean his car along Pico Boulevard.

Governor props up bill 
to aid local governments

Let there be light: City
rethinking darkest hours 

By Daily Press staff

LOS ANGELES — An interna-
tional undercover operation in-
volving the Santa Monica Police
Department
announced
this week
the arrest of
13 defen-
d a n t s
a l l e g e d l y
involved in
impor t ing
millions of
doses of the
club drug
known as
“Ecs tasy”
into the
U n i t e d
States.

Through
Operat ion
Money Man, authorities have
seized more than 300,000 doses of
Ecstasy (or MDMA) worth an
estimated street value of close to
$7 million. 

The task force — which also
included the Drug Enforcement
Administration, U.S. Immigration

and Customs Enforcement and
Austrian and Czech authorities —
capped a two-year investigation
into the European drug ring with
five arrests this week, including

the appre-
hension of
one Santa
M o n i c a
man.

Bohumil
C h u d o b a ,
62, of Santa
M o n i c a ,
was arrested
after deliv-
e r i n g
a p p r o x i -
m a t e l y
1 6 0 , 0 0 0
E c s t a s y
tablets to an
undercover
officer.

Each of the 13 individuals arrest-
ed in the sting operation are accused
of being part of an international
coalition that trafficked the illegal
drug and laundered the profits.

According to criminal com-

See BALLOT, page 6 See CITY HALL, page 6

Task force thwarts
Ecstasy smugglers

Photo Courtesy
“Operation Money Man,” conducted in con-
junction with the SMPD, seized more then
300,000 doses of the club drug “Ecstasy.”

See ECSTASY, page 7
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LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
★★★ Expenses need a second look. It

could be difficult to convince a superior of what
you feel must be done. You could find life and work
unpredictable. The good news is that you cannot
complain about boredom. Tonight: Treat yourself
first.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
★★★★★ You beam in many different peo-

ple. Your imagination and creativity take you in a
novel direction. You might have a difficult time
explaining to others where you are coming from.
Plug in your ingenuity. Tonight: As you like it.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
★★ Move back and allow others to express

their ideas. You might be surprised by how serious
an associate or partner is. You might have been
bucking a very conservative trend. Open doors. A
boss might have some off-the-wall feedback.
Tonight: Vanish.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
★★★★ Others could be difficult, but if you

know what you want, you will get exactly that.
Don’t buck the impossible, but head where you
find others who are more positive. Work with the
spontaneous. Tonight: Follow the gang.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
★★★ Maintain a high profile. You will want

to check in with others who have very good ideas
and prove to be more supportive. By taking the
lead, you discover the unexpected financially. You
have pulled the wild card. Tonight: In the limelight.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
★★★★★ Your unexpected behavior pro-

vokes another’s attitude. He or she might close
down or withdraw. Reach out for someone at a dis-
tance. Talk about a trip in the near future. Others
reveal their opinions. Tonight: Take off ASAP.

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:

★★★★★-Dynamic   ★★★★-Positive   ★★★-Average   ★★-So-so   ★-Difficult

Treat yourself first, Libra

ARIES (March 21-April 19)
★★★ Build on existing knowledge. You

might be uncomfortable with another’s domi-
nance in the work arena. Perhaps you will learn a
lot about your need to control. Learn to be an
equal partner. Tonight: Decide with a loved one
what would make you feel good.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
★★★★★ Others know what is needed.

You might have to say very little other than exhib-
it attitude or determination. A child, loved one or
new friend will turn him- or herself upside down
to please you. Look at the big picture. Tonight:
Party the weekend in.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
★★★★ Push at work. After all, you have

a lot to get done. Your family pitches in, or per-
haps you will be happier working from home.
Bosses make unusual demands. See the creativi-
ty in their ideas. Don’t get stuck in black-and-
white thinking. Tonight: Decide to relax your mind
and body.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
★★★★★ You could be overly serious,

and others attempt to shake you out of your
mood. If you are able to see the big picture, you
will understand more of what is going on with oth-
ers. Your imagination and creativity soar. Tonight:
Be a wild thing.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
★★★★ Your intuition could put a bit of a

downer on your mood. A partner could be touchy
or unpredictable, but is that new? You need to
learn to work with others and their need to be
more free. Money and security play roles in your
decisions. Tonight: Mosey on home and relax.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
★★★★★ You have the right words,

which draw reactions from others left and right. A
long-term friend could be a bit stiff. Know that you
aren’t going to change this person. Accept this
person as he or she is. Meanwhile, others let their
hair down. Tonight: Enjoy each person for what he
or she offers.
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The Surf Report is sponsored by:

SATURDAY 2:38 0.0 2:10 2.3 9:08 4.4 8:10 5.8

SUNDAY 3:03 -0.1 2:42 1.9 9:25 4.6 8:43 5.9

MONDAY 3:27 -0.1 3:15 1.5 9:44 4.8 9:17 5.9

TUESDAY 3:51 0.0 3:49 1.2 10:05 5.1 9:52 5.7

WEDNESDAY 4:15 0.3 4:27 0.9 10:28 5.3 10:30 5.4

THURSDAY 4:39 0.7 5:09 0.7 10:53 5.5 11:12 4.9

FRIDAY 5:04 1.1 5:56 0.7 11:21 5.6 NA NA

LOW TIDES HIGH TIDES
Morning Height Evening Height Morning Height Evening Height

Look for 3-4 ft., waist- to chest-high sets, occasional-
ly 5 ft., and fair conditions. 

The current SW swell will wind down on Friday as a
new SSW swell fills in through the day and keeps the surf
fun into the weekend. On Friday, look for a mixture of slow-
ly fading and slowly building SW swells (195-215+) to join
some NW wind/ground swell energy.

Write us at wood@smdp.com and tell us what the surf is doing today
at your local break.

Today the
water Is:

69°

Earlier this year, the Chamber of Commerce
established a political action committee to endorse
City Council candidates, which has never been done
before. The chamber will raise hundreds of thousands
of dollars and tirelessly campaign for their candidates.
How it proceeds from here will be critical for the
future of Santa Monica, political observers say.

Through local voters, the chamber hopes to over-
throw a city government that has been dominated by
a more liberal-thinking group called the Santa
Monicans For Renters’ Rights for the majority of the
past 26 years. It’s widely known that the chamber
and City Hall have for years had an adversarial rela-

tionship. The business community laments that poli-
cies set by the current administration create an
unfriendly environment for residents and visitors.

So this week, Q-Line wants to know, “Do you
think the Chamber of Commerce and its endorse-
ments will represent your issues and views in the
upcoming election? Why or why not?”

Call (310) 285-8106 before Friday at 5 p.m. and
we’ll print your response in our weekend edition.
Please limit your comments to a minute or less. It
might help to think first about the wording of your
response.

Since 1967
Quality  &  Value  Always!

310-399-7892
2732 Main St.

Santa Monica
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6am - 4pm Sat. - Sun.

1/2 Priced 
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Design a Party with a Slice!
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“A slice of NY in your 
own backyard.”

— Anthony Dias Blue
Bon Appetit Lifestyle

It’s a wrap: Independent artists cap off Twilight
By Daily Press staff

Saturday marks the finale of the summer-long Twilight Pier Concert Series, high-
lighted with four different musical performances.

KCRW is hosting “Next Up,” a showcase of independent local artists. For the
fourth year in a row, KCRW produces its own concert with performances by some
of Southern California’s rising stars. The event is free and open to the public.

This year’s featured artists are the pop/Americana musical amalgamation of AM;
Jesca Hoop’s eccentric brew of traditional roots; the ethereal pop/rock of Quincy
and Blue-Eyed Son’s new wave of acoustic rock.

The artists were selected by KCRW Music Director Nic Harcourt. Harcourt is the
host of KCRW’s signature daily music show, “Morning Becomes Eclectic,” which
airs weekdays from 9 a.m. to noon on 89.9 KCRW and streams live on
www.KCRW.com. KCRW’s commitment to support new and emerging artists,
without regard to record deals or promotional funding, has established the station’s
credibility in the music world. Several times a week, Harcourt hosts unsigned artists
as well as internationally acclaimed bands live in-studio on “Morning Becomes
Eclectic.” Exposure on KCRW has helped launch the careers of such artists as
Norah Jones, Coldplay, Jem, Damien Rice, Dido, Pete Yorn and David Gray.

For the past two years, “Next Up” took place in Costa Mesa as part of the
Eclectic Orange Festival. Several previously featured artists have since signed with
labels, including Gary Jules, Ramsay Midwood, Trespassers William and Minibar.
Next UP was launched at The Getty Center in 2001. Featuring four live bands in the
courtyard at sunset, the event was such a success that more than 6,000 people
attended, the most people the Getty has ever had on one night.

The event will take place on the Santa Monica Pier from 4 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. It’s
free and open to the public.

‘’Lame’ event at the Laemmle
By Daily Press staff

To kick of this year’s snow season, ZJ Boarding House and Bonfire present the only
Southern California premiere of the new snowboard film by Robot Food, “Afterlame.” 

Robot Food is a coalition of creatives, cameramen and riders that have worked
together for three years to produce snowboarding’s most anticipated titles.

The premiere is Sept. 22 at 7:30 p.m. at the Laemmle Theater, located at 1332
Second St. in Santa Monica. Tickets are $5 and are on sale at ZJ Boarding House,
2619 Main St., Santa Monica. They also can be bought the night of the event at the
Laemmle Theater. 

For every ticket sold, $2 will be donated to “Boarding for Breast Cancer,” a non-
profit, youth-focused organization promoting breast cancer awareness, research and
education. Ticket holders will receive one free raffle ticket for a drawing at the pre-
miere. Additional raffle tickets will be sold at the event for $1 with 100 percent of
proceeds going to Boarding for Breast Cancer. Raffle prizes will include snow-
boards, boots, bindings and more. 

An event after-party will be at Rusty’s Surf Ranch on the Santa Monica Pier
immediately following the movie. Admission to the party will be free with a ticket
stub and $5 without. There will be live music from LA surf rock band The Migs
(themigs.com) and local indie rock band The Pop Kids (myspace.com/thepopkids). 

For more information, please contact Becca Popkin at (310) 392-5646 or
Becca@zjboardinghouse.com.

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

CLARIFICATION – In the Wednesday, Sept. 15 edition of the Daily
Press (“City candidates respond to fleet of fuming citizens”), it was reported that
City Council candidates Matt Dinolfo, Ken Genser, Michael Feinstein, Herb Katz
and Jonathan Mann left a public forum at the Ken Edwards Center regarding jet
traffic at the Santa Monica Airport early to attend a candidates’ panel hosted
across town. The five candidates did indeed remain until the conclusion of the
airport panel discussion on Monday.
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Living high off rent control
Editor:

I am 100 percent against rent control but if the citizens of Santa Monica want it
so badly let’s at least make sure that it is used for its intended purpose — to keep
low-moderate income people living in Santa Monica.

Both landlords and council members agree on one thing — rent control as it
exists is not a perfect system. Landlords claim that well-off tenants are taking
advantage of their status and councilpersons like Feinstein and Genser, among oth-
ers, feel it is better to have a broken system than no system at all. (“Broken” mean-
ing the landlords get screwed).

Excuse me for saying this for the umpteenth time, but why isn’t it mandatory for
all rent-controlled tenants to be means tested? I’ve actually asked the Rent Control
Board this question and the man’s response was, “The law wasn’t written that way.”
Sure, there will still be some who will hide their true incomes, but at least they will
have to chance acting “illegally” if it is a law to hand over your 1040s each year in
order to remain a tenant. The threat of incarceration should help to make people be
honest. 

Having a family member who is in the mortgage business in Santa Monica for
years, I can tell you that the landlords are not wrong with their contention that many
people who live in rent controlled apartments are actually well off. My family mem-
ber would tell me of “bartenders” who made $80,000 a year who lived in rent con-
trolled apartments and were looking to buy property in Southern California. 

I lived in a complex where a young couple was telling me that they were looking
into buying a vacation condo in Hawaii. When I asked them how they could afford
it, they told me that the $500 they were paying for rent was such a small percentage
of their income that they had saved enough to start looking. I followed up by ask-
ing if they were going to give up their apartment and they said, “Are you kidding?
We will never give up this place. We’ll come here to vacation.” 

As far as councilman Genser’s assertion that census data shows that it is a “myth”
that Bentley-driving, rent controlled living tenants exist in Santa Monica, well
maybe not Bentleys but definitely BMWs.   

Don’t take my word for it. Look at SMDP articles on the Beverly Hills lawyer
who kept his oceanfront, rent control apartments while living in his Beverly Hills
mansion. 

Tony Street
Bend, Ore.

Local Dems unflagging in support
Editor:

In response to “A Lesson in Flag Flying,” (SMDP, Sept. 13, page 4) the cam-
paign staff at the Democratic Club headquarters, located at 900 Wilshire Blvd. in
Santa Monica, wants to underscore our respect for the flag and all that it represents
— freedom and constitutional rights — precious values in great jeopardy under the
Bush Administration.   

The reader who accused us of hanging the flag in the wrong direction stood on
the outside, not on the inside, where our many workers, tireless volunteers commit-
ted to saving this country from a trillion-dollar deficit and a go-it-alone foreign pol-
icy, look at the flag with deep respect and admiration.

Direction, like perspective, is relative. For us, Democrats from Malibu to Venice
to West Hollywood, the direction of this country is what must be changed. Another
four years of George Bush means we face at least 45 million Americans without
health coverage, another $2 billion on a “pre-emptive” war, oil drilling in protected
waters off our beautiful California coast, a ban on a woman’s right to choose, and a
first-strike nuclear policy that reverses a 50-year commitment to global cooperation.

Although the Bush Administration has turned a deaf ear to the middle class and
the bleeding veterans of Iraq, the Democrats at 900 Wilshire want to listen to what
every American has to say. To show that we are listening, that we are responsive,
we have changed the direction of the American flag in our window. We only hope
that those who, like your reader, support the Bush/Cheney ticket, think about chang-
ing the direction of this country, as well. Our lives and our nation depend on elect-
ing John Kerry for president on Nov. 2.

Marcy Winograd
Board member, Pacific Palisades Democratic Club;

Democratic headquarters manager

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

It’s almost the end of the workday at
Schaefer Brush Company in Waukesha,
Wisc. but president Sheri Reichart is just
getting her second wind. Following a full
day of meetings in boardrooms and deci-
sion making by conference call, Reichart
gathers up a stack of bumper stickers to
hand out to her employees as they leave
the building. 

The stickers say, “I make things in
America — and I vote.”     

Reichart is part of the National
Association of Manufacturers’ “Make the
Difference, Vote!” campaign aimed at
getting pro-business voters to the polls.
Now the nation’s largest industry trade
association has teamed up with BIPAC,
the Business Industry Political Action
Committee, in a massive nationwide
effort aimed at contacting 20 million vot-
ers and turning out 711,000 extra votes in
18 target states.   

The grassroots campaign already has
signed on 550 companies and associations
which are now using the Prosperity
Project’s education and get-out-the-vote
tools. Prosperity Project resources let
employers and employees track key votes
by local and national elected officials,
compare the votes to NAM’s positions,
and send off instant constituent letters. 

“I personally have contacted all our
employees around the world about absen-
tee voting,” said Ned Massee, vice presi-
dent of MeadWestvaco, a 30,000-employ-
ee manufacturer of packaging and spe-
cialty papers. “Every e-mail that goes out
from me reminds people of the elections.”
It says, “Vote on election day.”
MeadWestvaco has major facilities and
thousands of employees in states like
Michigan and Ohio considered essential
for a presidential win in 2004. 

In 29 states, voters can now choose
their own “election day,” opting to vote as
much as 50 days early by mail or in per-
son without having to provide an
approved reason. In a recent special elec-
tion in South Dakota for a U.S. House
seat, more than 10 percent of voters took

advantage of the option. Of 31,708 people
who requested absentee ballots, 30,600
returned them. The winner, Democrat
Stephanie Herseth, won by 3,005 votes.

Research indicates that employees who
receive information from their employers
are 15 to 30 percent more likely to vote.
Other surveys indicate a strong tendency
of employees to follow their bosses’ lead
in picking candidates. 

“I don’t tell them who to vote for,”
Reichart said. “But I let them know what
their votes mean to manufacturing.” 

In a state where the 2000 election was
decided by 5700 votes — efforts like
these could literally decide the election.   

The tactics come right out of labor
unions’ playbooks. The ALF-CIO’s get-
out-the-vote campaign has included door-
to-door visits to a million union house-
holds in recent weeks. About 15,000
union volunteers in 16 battleground states
have made house calls as part of a $45
million political organizing effort in this
year’s election.

NAM’s Executive Vice President
Michael Baroody said such activities
make business participation in elections
all the more important. “In our represen-
tative republic, you can either choose to
be an effective participant in the develop-
ment of public policy or a victim of a
government shaped by others,” he said. 

Ken Kneen, CEO of Al-Jon Inc. in
Ottumwa, IA, said his Prosperity Project
efforts are just beginning. 

“We will have the discussion again, at
least once and possibly twice, before the
November elections,” he said. “In the
time between, employees will be receiv-
ing payroll stuffers and/or e-mails
reminding them of the important role they
play.”

“Every company can do this,” Kneen
added. “Every company needs to do this.
All you have to do is get started, the NAM
and BIPAC have made the rest simple. A
couple of clicks with the mouse can do
more to advance business issues than all
the campaign contributions you have
made in your lifetime.”

More information is available at
http://www.nam.org/p2 and http://www.-
nam.org/gotv.

(Beth Solomon is associate director of
media relations for the National Assoc-
iation of Manufacturers in Washington,
D.C).

Businesses now looking
to produce more voters

POLITIGIRL
BY BETH SOLOMON
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Sitting at a long, oak, New York-style
saloon, high heels clutching the crossbar
of the tall stool that caressed my derriere,
I slowly sipped my immaculately made
martini. I’d been waiting 10 minutes for
my tardy dinner companions. No matter, I
was enjoying the ambiance and the sense
of insouciance within me.

Suddenly, I felt eyes watching me. I
turned my head gingerly, mostly not to
rustle my hair. And good thing too,
because the gaze was coming from one
handsome fella. So best not to have a lock
out of place. He smiled flirtatiously at me.
I smiled back, then coyly returned to my
masterful martini.

I questioned the bartender about the
location of the ladies room, hoping the path
would require slithering by Mr. Cutie
Patootie. It did. So swinging my long legs
‘round, I journeyed toward my destination,
fully prepared to be cut off at the pass.

As I walked, music filled my ears, but
it was all due to my own low level hum-
ming. “Strangers in the night, exchanging
glances. Wondering in the night, what
were the chances we’d be sharing love
before the night was through”... ah-choo
... ah-choo ... ah-choo. 

Skooby dooby doo ... “Something in
your eyes was so inviting ...” AH-CHOO,
AH-CHOO, ah-choo-choo-choo. Some-
thing in my eyes was turning red, and my
nose wasn’t far behind. I was having an
allergy attack. Right in the middle of my
upcoming romantic interlude.

I quickened my step, angling my now
embarrassed rustled head of hair to the
east and away from any future with
Patootie. Seeking reconciliation with
myself, I concluded he probably wasn’t
my type. Probably waxes his back and has
a Ph.D. in astrophysics. I could never
keep up with either. Besides who really
wants to hang out with someone named
Patootie, anyway.

I lingered in the ladies room trying to
control the state of my sinuses. The sneez-
ing was relentless. I searched desperately
for antihistamines, which I sometimes

include in my purse for emergencies.
Nope, must have been too busy hair
styling to remember. 

And no Kleenex. Not a one in my
purse. Having to resort to restaurant toilet
paper is never preferable, but I was glad
to have it.

What was I allergic to? I couldn’t fig-
ure it out. Normally if my allergies act up,
it’s slow and easy. This was warlike. It
wasn’t the martini, that’s for sure. And it
couldn’t have been Patootie. I don’t have
food allergies. Cats can be a problem, but
there was no sign of any felines. It had to
be the environment. I must have caught an
extra whiff of our unfortunate smog on
my way to the saloon.

I continued to sit on the pink velveteen
bench in the powder room, pondering my
next move. If you have ever had an aller-
gy assault like this, you know how miser-
able it can be. My sympathies to all who
are prone. Holding my clogged head in my
hands, I prayed for a return to normalcy.

Then she appeared. My darling red-
headed sister-in-law to the rescue. A true
expert in the allergy arts, this woman has
had more pollen problems and more
spring sniffles than Paris has shoes. She
definitely would be carrying a remedy.
“Hey Red,” I said between sneezes. 

“Hey, Susan, sorry we’re late. You all
right?”

“Allergies ...,” I ah-chooed.
Recognizing the depth of my dilemma,

she pulled out a sinus product and handed
me two tablets. “This will take care of it,”
she said confidently. With watering eyes,
I accepted her offering as if it were from
the pontiff himself. 

At dinner, thankful for regained clarity,
I listened to Red tell me that researchers
have found adding certain spices to your
diet could help reduce one’s vulnerability
to allergies. She mentioned a regular
intake of turmeric, sage, red pepper,
cumin or coriander wouldn’t eliminate,
but could possibly curtail allergy aggres-
sion. Yahoo! I’ll try anything.

I passed by Patootie on the way out. He
was parlaying with a lovely looking
brunette. He snuck a glance at me and
gave a little wink. “Do de do be doooo ...
do do do de da” ...la la la la... 

(Susan Ann Connor can be reached at
pistachiocolumn@aol.com).

Ill-timed allergy attack
sure can ruin the mood

PISTACHIO
PERSPECTIVE

BY SUSAN ANN CONNOR
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staff be available for the public five days
a week. 

“We are suggesting the permit center
should be open 10 days instead of nine
days,” said Gary Goelitz, vice president of
the Matrix Consulting Group, which con-
ducted the study. “(Closing on Fridays) is
the result of the Southern California Air
Quality Board to reduce air pollution, and
Santa Monica is trying to do its fair share,
but there has to be a balance between cus-
tomer service and the kinds of issues the
air quality board brings to bear.”

City Hall spokeswoman Judy Rambeau
said the recommendation is being consid-
ered and it’s a possibility that the planning
department could open on Fridays in
some limited capacity.

City Councilman Herb Katz, an archi-
tect who regularly relies upon the plan-
ning department, thinks it’s bad business
to close City Hall on a weekday.

“The reason (to close City Hall) was
silly,” he said. “The idea was it saves on traf-
fic, but when you have a day off, you drive.”

Katz added that many people think
City Hall is open on Fridays and make the
trip only to find the doors locked.

City Councilman Ken Genser agreed
the idea is worth revisiting.

“I think it might make sense to look at
it,” he said. “But I don’t hear a lot of com-

plaints.”
According to an official at the Southern

California Air Quality Board, in the 180
cities in Southern California, it’s estimat-
ed only a couple dozen compress their
work week. Many westside cities still use
some combination of the compressed
work week.

Beverly Hills City Hall used to be
closed every other Friday, but altered its
policy five years ago.

“It’s good for customer service because
before we were closed altogether on
Fridays,” said Arlene Vargas, who works
in the human resources department.
“Now, half of the staff work every other
Friday, and the other half the other Friday.
We’re open with half the staff.”

That’s the same schedule as Malibu’s
City Hall, where every department is
open, but with fewer staff. 

“The City Council didn’t want to take
that approach (closed on Fridays) because
of customer service,” said Claudio
Sanchez, deputy city engineer.

In Culver City, business hours at City
Hall are normal — Monday through Friday,
with reduced hours on the weekends.

“Why? Because they (the public)
would kill us,” said Monica Torrez, who
works in the transportation department.
“Friday’s our busiest day.” 

The city of West Hollywood used to be

closed on Fridays, but when the public
complained about a lack of customer ser-
vice, City Hall opened in a reduced capac-
ity in 1996.

“We changed from closed on Fridays
to a very reduced service we call ‘Friday
Lite,’” said Vivian Love of the adminis-
trative services division. “We have only
the first-floor services open, such as the
Clerk’s office, cashier, parking staff and
rent stabilization.” 

Although the SCAQB never mandated
shrinking the work week, it operates on a
four-day week and closes every Monday.

It’s unknown when and if Santa
Monica City Hall would re-open on
Fridays, but officials are interested in
investigating the idea further.

“It’s worth evaluating periodically,”
said City Councilwoman Pam O’Connor.
“They did that a while ago and it’s worth-
while to see if it’s achieving its goals.”

City Hall mulls whether to throw switch back on 
CITY HALL, from page 1
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their budgets during takebacks, recessions
or other economic downturns by cutting
expenditures and/or raising revenue,” a
City Council report contends. “Local ser-
vices will most certainly be adversely
impacted further if the state continues to
find it easy to balance its own budget on
the backs of local government.”

But there is a catch to the proposal —
local governments have to give the state
$1.3 billion over the next two years. Santa
Monica’s portion would be $2.7 million
garnered from property tax revenue,
according to Stark.

Under Proposition 1A, the state gov-
ernment would have to declare a severe
financial hardship and it would take a
two-thirds vote from the legislature in
order to suspend any property tax revenue
to cities. And if the state does keep that
money, it would have to pay it back with-
in three years. According to Stark, the
state government wouldn’t be able to
keep money from cities more than twice
in 10 years.

Also as part of the deal, the state gov-
ernment would have to pay back local
municipalities the money it kept from
vehicle licensing fees, which for Santa
Monica equals $1.6 million. The money
has to be returned by 2006, Stark said.

At a training center for Los Angeles
firefighters, Schwarzenegger joined Los
Angeles Mayor Jim Hahn, police chief
William Bratton and other local officials in
urging support for Proposition 1A, one of
16 major initiatives on the Nov. 2 ballot. If
passed, the measure would prohibit the
state from dipping into local tax revenue,
except in the case of a severe fiscal emer-
gency, as well as prevent the state from
imposing mandates on local governments
without providing money to pay for them. 

“You’ve made it very clear to me, you
said, ‘Arnold, we want you to stop the big
spenders in Sacramento,’” Schwarzenegger
said. “It was always the same old story —
Sacramento spends, local government pays,
and local services suffer.” 

Proposition 1A grew out of a deal
struck by Schwarzenegger with city and
county governments who have long com-
plained of seeing their funding diverted to
pay for legislators’ spending habits. The
state has pulled some $40 billion from
local coffers since 1992, much of which
would have been directed toward police
and fire protection. 

Schwarzenegger, who vowed to pro-
tect local governments during last year’s

recall election, made his own attempt in
January to grab $1.3 billion from cities
and counties to plug the state’s $17 billion
budget hole. Local governments then
qualified an initiative, Proposition 65, that
would prohibit such raids in the future. 

Later, in a series of closed-door meet-
ings, Schwarzenegger persuaded local lead-
ers to forfeit $2.6 billion over two years in
exchange for his support for Proposition
1A, to prevent such raids in the future.
Local government leaders also agreed to
drop their support for Proposition 65,
although it remains on the ballot. A dispute
with legislators over elements of
Proposition 1A, among other things, tied up
the budget process for weeks. 

If there were any lingering resentments
over Schwarzenegger’s attempted tax
grab — or his decision last year to slash
the vehicle license fee, which would have
generated an additional $4 billion for
local governments — none was evident at
Wednesday’s campaign event. 

“Gov. Schwarzenegger made a cam-
paign promise to end the practice in
Sacramento of raiding local government
to balance the state’s budget,” Hahn said.
“The governor is proving he’s a man of
his word.” 

Bratton, who came to Los Angeles in
2002 after running police departments in
New York and Boston, praised
Schwarzenegger’s leadership on the issue
and said the “quaint California custom of
the state reaching in, unannounced, and
taking as much as they want from local
government” mystified him. 

“I’ve only been out here a couple years
... and as crazy as I thought it was back
there in New York and Boston during
financial crises, I’ve never seen anything
like this place,” Bratton said. 

While Proposition 1A has no organized
opposition, supporters fear that the bliz-
zard of other initiatives, as well as
Proposition 65, will confuse voters. 

Speaking to reporters, Schwarzenegger
refused to divulge his position on the
state’s highest-profile ballot measure —
Proposition 71, which would authorize a
$3 billion bond to pay for stem cell
research — and another measure, opposed
by both major political parties, to estab-
lish an open primary. So far, he has taken
a position on nine of the 16 measures. 

“It’s very important to divide all this
stuff up the right way — that’ s why today
we wanted to single out the one that is
extremely important to local government,
which is Proposition 1A,” Schwarz-eneg-
ger said. 

Proposition for city may
cost $1.3B over two years
BALLOT, from page 1
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plaints, the investigation began in March
of 2002 when ICE agents learned that a
group comprised primarily of Israeli
nationals were trafficking Ecstasy into the
Los Angeles region.

Investigators believe the ring shipped
in excess of seven million tablets from the
Czech Republic into the United States,
Australia, Poland and Russia over the past

year alone.
“These criminals trafficked Ecstasy and

laundered their profits through bank fraud and
real estate transactions,” said Michael J.
Garcia, Assistant Secretary of Homeland
Security for U.S. Immigration and Customs
Enforcement. “This investigation demon-
strates the global reach of federal law enforce-
ment to take drugs off the street and seize the
profits from these criminal networks.”

Traffickers raked in millions
ECSTASY, from page 1

BY MICHAEL R. BLOOD 
Associated Press Writer 

LOS ANGELES — Failure to perform a
routine maintenance check caused the
shutdown of an air traffic communica-
tions system serving a large swath of the
West, resulting in several close calls in
the skies, the FAA and a union official
said Wednesday. 

Federal Aviation Administration
spokesman Greg Martin said there was
never a danger of a mid-air crash. 

But a union representative said that in
at least five cases, aircraft in the sky
passed dangerously close to each other
Tuesday night after the system based
north of Los Angeles failed and contact
with pilots was cut off. 

Two flights “were almost near-mid-air
collisions,” said Hamid Ghaffari, local
president of the National Air Traffic
Controllers Association. 

The FAA said it was looking into five
instances in which planes apparently got
too close to each other during the commu-
nications blackout. 

In a prepared statement, the agency
said radio contact failed but radar cover-
age remained fully operational and en
route aircraft were safely handed off to
other air traffic control facilities. 

“A required 30-day maintenance check
on the primary radio and voice communi-
cations system was not performed,” the
agency said. “This system turns off if this
check is not performed.” 

It said a backup system also failed
because it “was not configured properly
to ensure its availability in the event of the
primary system’s failure.” 

The problems could have been avoided
if strict FAA procedures had been fol-
lowed, the agency said. 

The Los Angeles Air Route Traffic
Control Center controls airspace for a vast
region that encompasses California,
Arizona, Nevada and parts of Utah. 

The blackout caused a ripple effect
throughout the country as planes bound
for the Los Angeles region were held on
the ground for about three hours. Air trav-
el returned to normal Wednesday. 

During the blackout, Ghaffari said
planes traveled perilously close to one

another as helpless controllers watched in
disbelief. 

“We couldn’t do anything,” he said. “If
there are no communications, you are
helpless.” 

Three workers filed on-the-job injury
claims after becoming traumatized by
watching the flights on radar without
being able to intervene, Ghaffari said. 

Under FAA “separation standards,”
planes flying higher than 29,000 feet must
remain at least five miles apart horizontal-
ly, and no less than 2,000 feet apart verti-
cally. 

The center was tracking about 400
planes when the breakdown occurred
about 4:40 p.m. Tuesday. The FAA said
its other sites, including Denver and
Albuquerque, bridged the communica-
tions gap. 

But in the first 13 minutes after radio
contact failed, FAA records showed, five
pairs of planes flew closer to each other
than permitted under safety standards. 

FAA officials said at one point, two
planes came within slightly less than a
mile of each other while separated by
1,400 vertical feet. Still, Martin said it
was “breathless hysteria” to suggest a col-
lision was imminent. 

United Parcel Service spokesman
Mark Jiuffre said the captain of one of its
cargo jets, headed from Louisville, Ky., to
Santa Ana was alerted by on-board safety
equipment that another plane was flying
too close. 

The pilot “climbed about 1,000 feet,
and when they were climbing they did see
a business jet in the area,” Jiuffre said.
“The flight continued without event.” 

Ghaffari said the UPS plane was one of
several that were perilously close to other
aircraft. 

On-board safety equipment that
includes a collision avoidance system
alerted pilots to the danger and avoided
potential disaster, he said. 

“That was the hero of the night,” he
said. 

Throughout the evening, airports strug-
gled to accommodate irked passengers
who had been forced to wait hours to
board delayed flights. 

FAA: Poor maintenance
resulted in lack of control



BY BILEN MESFIN 
Associated Press Writer 

SAN FRANCISCO — The Cliff House was once a build-
ing so drab that it was likened to a concrete shoe box. 

The century-old seaside restaurant has attracted 1.5
million tourists annually, but they always came more for
the stunning scenery than for the lifeless building. 

Now, after an $18 million renovation, the Cliff House
finally complements its picturesque setting — from just
about any seat, it offers a breathtaking view of the Pacific
Ocean’s rippling expanse and the Golden Gate’s dramat-
ic skyline. 

“The new building is absolutely magnificent,” Jim
Chappell, president of the San Francisco Planning and
Urban Research Association, said. “It has views in three
directions. It captures the majesty of what is the finest
site on the West Coast.” 

The facelift of the Cliff House, which reopened this
September after inciting more than a decade of squab-
bling among architects, activists and National Park
Service planners, is reflective of what often happens
when architects rehabilitate a historic building. 

The trend, experts say, is not to replicate or obliterate

the old, but to make a modern statement that preserves a
sense of history. The process usually ignites tension
between different camps — those who push for brand
new development versus those who champion the value
of the existing landmark. 

"We look to historic buildings to provide perspective
on where we are and where we have been,” Charles
Chase, executive director of the San Francisco
Architectural Heritage, said. The two-year Cliff House
renovation succeeds because it reflects both a new aes-
thetic and a long and varied history, he said. 

First built in 1863, the Cliff House’s guest register
boasted the names of presidents and prominent West
Coast families such as the Hearsts, Stanfords and
Crockers. After it was destroyed by fire, millionaire
Adolph Sutro spent $75,000 in 1896 to resurrect it as a
grand French chateau. 

That resplendence was short-lived, however. It burned
down again in 1907, and the third Cliff House, built in
1909, eventually became something of an eyesore.
Through the 1900s, the building suffered from the erosion
of fog and salt air, and became cluttered with drab wood-
en additions that increased it girth, but not its appeal. 

“She was very, very shabby,” said Mary Hountalas,
who runs the restaurant concession with her husband,
Dan. “The exterior was ugly.” 

The latest changes removed dilapidated wooden addi-
tions to reveal the clean, square lines of the original 1909
neoclassical structure. The renovation also added a dra-
matic new feature — a curvy new modernist building
with a stretch of windows that gives diners an unfettered
view across the mouth of San Francisco Bay to the Marin
Headlands to the north. 

Also in plain sight are the ruins of the Sutro Baths at
the base of the cliff, a Victorian structure that drew gen-
erations of San Franciscans before it was destroyed in the
1960s. In the new dining room, a vaulted, exposed-beam
ceiling is reminiscent of the baths, and a statue of a
bather greets tourists. 

A glass-walled lobby connects the new wing to the old
Cliff House, where the cracks in the concrete have been
filled, the leaking plumbing fixed and elevators have
been installed so that waiters no longer have to carry peo-
ple in wheelchairs up and down the stairs. 

“We wanted to make a significant distinction between

the character of the old and the new,” C. David
Robinson, the principal architect, said. 

As with most historical buildings, some treasures were
discovered under outmoded design choices: Workers rip-
ping away worn carpet and concrete flooring discovered
mosaic tile and a marble staircase underneath. “It’s
always a really pleasant surprise,” said Debra Lehtone,
project architect and manager. 

There were also unpleasant finds, such as the lack of a
foundation. The structure’s piers had been drilled into
what used to be solid rock, but time and weather had
reduced it to sand. 

Such challenges pushed up the cost — from an esti-
mated $13 million to nearly $18 million — with Dan and
Mary Hountalas picking up $12 million of the tab. The
National Park Service, which has owned the property
since 1977, is footing the rest, and says it’s worth it. 

“The elegance of the building now is going to be real-
ly enhanced,” said Carrie Strahan, project manager with
the Golden Gate National Recreation Area. 

The 1909 building, offering casual bistro dining, a
shellfish bar and a deli, is scheduled to reopen later this
September which means the end is almost near for a pro-
ject that fueled intense debate for years. 

At first, park planners believed the Cliff House didn’t
need a contemporary update. They wanted it recognized
on the National Register of Historic Places — a position
abandoned after an onslaught of criticism from local
architects and neighborhood groups who considered the
Cliff House a dynamic institution that evolved with time. 

The building now reflects a compromise, but some
critics still aren’t satisfied with the original 1909 struc-
ture. 

“It is a building that could be anywhere in North
America,” said the planning and research association’s
Chappell, whose group had pushed for a complete
revamp of the site. “They’ve turned it back to what it was
a 100 years ago, which is a fine shoe box. The contrast is
absolutely dramatic between the two buildings.” 

Some of the first visitors expressed appreciation for
the new, along with nostalgia for the old. 

“I’m a little disappointed because I remember the real-
ly woody, very old, pictures-of-movie-stars-on-the-walls
kind of place,” said Herb Jansen, 59. “On the other hand
... nothing lasts forever.” 
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 VIN# 4M500944, 4M500852, 4M500975

$499 
PER MO.
+ TAX 

$2,999 due at lease inception.  No security deposit required.  Lessee responsible at 
lease end for mileage over 12,000 miles per year at 15¢ per mile over.

New 2004 Infiniti FX35

60 MONTH LEASE
ON APPROVED CREDIT

2 at this lease
 VIN# 4X221348, 4X219943

$379 
PER MO.
+ TAX 

PER MO.
+ TAX 

AWD, SUNROOF, LEATHER, CD CHANGER, BOSE

$2,999 due at lease inception.  No security deposit required.  Lessee responsible at 
lease end for mileage over 12,000 miles per year at 15¢ per mile over.

36 MONTH LEASE
ON APPROVED CREDIT

New 2004 Infiniti G35 Sedan
AUTO, CD, ALLOYS

2 at this lease
VIN# 4M616187, 4M611381

$269 

BY ANDREA ALMOND 
Associated Press Writer 

TAFT — It’s a job of last resort. 
That’s how some of the next genera-

tion in California oil country see work in
the fields. 

It’s smelly, dirty, backbreaking —
thriving during the booms, yes, but crush-
ing in the troughs. Many of the teenagers
and twenty-somethings of Kern County
say they’d prefer any alternative, despite
the nearly unbeatable $16-an-hour start-
ing salary of a rig hand or roustabout. 

They saw their fathers sweating in the
fields, knew the uncertainty of the pay-
check-to-paycheck pendulum — and
actually listened when counseled not to
follow in oily footsteps. 

“We sure shot ourselves in the foot,
telling the kids for years, ‘Go somewhere
else,"’ said Fred Holmes, 60, one in a long
line of oilmen and president of the
Independent Oil Producers Agency.
“Now that’s just what they’re doing.
We’ve scared everyone off the oil patch.” 

The fields that once made California
the nation’s top oil-producing state still
produce oceans of oil each year, but they
have suffered a slow decline since the
mid-1980s. 

“There’s nothing to keep the industry
from sunsetting,” Holmes says. 

In the meantime, the petroleum indus-
try requires vigorous young workers,
Holmes said. 

Jobs in the fields are still plentiful, and
the starting salary dwarfs minimum wage.
But teens whose parents and grandparents
made their livings from the rise and fall of
a pump are opting for the burgeoning ser-
vice economy — answering phones and
waiting tables rather than donning oil-
drenched overalls. 

Keaton Polson, a 20-year-old hair styl-
ist, worked for one summer as a rig hand.

Never again. 
“I’d rather work in an air conditioned

strip mall in Bakersfield and make $50 or
$60 in tips than work in the oil fields,
even if that pays more,” he said. 

Polson is taking night classes and,
though still unsure what profession he’ll
choose, he knows it won’t be oil-related. 

For some, there’s no escaping the pull
of the fields. 

Dennis Easley, 21, would’ve liked to
study computer technology in college. 

But having a child at 17 with his then-
girlfriend derailed those plans. Like his
father, Easley started oil work the day
after high school graduation. 

“If I had anywhere else to go, I would,”
Easley said, his jeans spattered with oil after
a day repairing pumps in 90-plus-degree
heat. “This ain’t something people are run-
ning to do if they have other choices.” 

Some teachers are trying to convince
high school students that oil is an attrac-
tive prospect. 

As a group, oil industry managers are
aging, locals say. They estimate the aver-
age age at about 51, which will leave a
void in the next 10 to 15 years for today’s
teens to fill. 

Local schools increasingly encourage
students to look beyond the fields them-
selves and pursue white-collar opportuni-
ties in oil and energy as managers, ana-
lysts, lawyers and engineers. 

At Taft Union High School, educators
launched what they call the nation’s only
college-preparatory program that offers
students a career focus in petroleum. 

Teachers acknowledge what’s common
local wisdom — that oil is a fading dynasty
in Kern County. But, they add, precisely
because oil is harder to coax from the
region’s well-tapped fields, young minds
must help discover better extraction meth-
ods or alternative fuel sources. 

Calif’s oil industry struggles
to attract younger workers 

BY MARY PEREA 
Associated Press Writer 

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. — A security
scandal at the birthplace of the atomic
bomb has cost five Los Alamos National
Laboratory workers their jobs, lab offi-
cials said. 

Four workers were fired from the
nuclear lab and one will resign under
pressure for their roles in a security and
safety scandal at the lab, the lab’s director
said Wednesday. 

The fired workers were among 23 sus-
pended this summer after two computer
disks containing classified information
went missing and an intern was injured in a
laser accident. The discovery of the missing
disks July 7 prompted a virtual shutdown of
the lab, idling roughly 12,000 workers. 

Of the remaining 18 suspended
employees, seven were subject to other
discipline such as demotion from man-
agement, salary reductions or written rep-
rimands. One remains on investigatory
leave. Ten will return to their positions
with a finding of “no wrongdoing.” 

“It’s very important to get this behind
us,” Director Pete Nanos said in a phone
interview. Nanos spoke by cell phone

from an airplane after meetings in
Washington, D.C. 

Nanos declined to discuss specific
cases of fired employees but said that
some were dismissed for “not taking
actions that you were supposed to take, or
signing off on things that you hadn’t
done.” Another employee had not taken
appropriate precautions in a safety area. 

Three of the workers will leave the lab in
connection with the missing computer disks;
the other two were involved in an accident in
which a laser injured an intern, he said. 

“These personnel actions touched all
levels of employment, staff and manage-
ment and varying levels of tenure,” lab
spokesman James Fallin said. He declined
to be more specific about the lab depart-
ments or positions involved. 

Nanos also said the northern New
Mexico lab has finished its investigation
into the two missing disks. Information
from the probe has been turned over to
federal authorities. Nanos refused to
release additional details. He said other
agencies are still investigating. 

Nanos, who held a series of all-hands
meetings with lab workers after the scan-
dal broke, added that the “commitment of
employees right now is extremely high.”

Four workers fired, one resigns
amid Los Alamos lab scandal 



BY DAN DUNN
Special to the Daily Press

A passionate, decade-long romance between a carefree, peripatetic young woman of
means and a working-class idealist is repeatedly put to the test in this handsome but unre-
markable World War II drama from writer-director John Duigan (“Flirting,” “Sirens”).
There are worse ways to spend two hours than watching beautiful people gallivanting

across the picturesque European continent, but as eye-catching as
“Head in the Clouds” is, neither the events that drive the too-familiar
story nor the key players are all that inspiring. Duigan piles on the
melodrama, but even the most obliging tissue-toters will likely be put

off by the film’s conspicuous lack of originality and the surprising absence of chemistry
between the romantic leads, real-life lovers Charlize Theron and Stuart Townsend.

Townsend plays Guy, the son of an Irish cop on scholarship at Cambridge. It’s there in 1933 that he meets Gilda
Besse (Theron), an ethereal beauty with a devil-may-care attitude. Needless to say, Guy goes ga-ga over Gilda, and
over the course of their long affair bears the myriad indignities she visits upon him with uncommon equanimity.
Devotion is one thing, buy Guy truckles so easily to his amour’s will that he’s ultimately unable to carry his weight
in what Duigan attempts to sell as a puissant pairing. The director attempts to level the balance of power in Paris,
where Gilda has become a celebrated photographer, by introducing a third wheel in the form of a dynamic Spanish
beauty named Mia (Penelope Cruz), who shares Guy’s sense of social responsibility as well as a burning desire for
the increasingly irascible blonde bombshell. Somehow, the uxorious Guy manages to separate from Gilda and leave
Paris with Mia to fight Franco’s fascist forces in Spain. Years later, he returns to the City of Lights to find that Gilda
has taken a Nazi officer as a lover. Of course, Guy and Gilda have still got it bad for each other, setting the stage for
the inevitable tragic denouement. Sniff. Sniff … somebody please pass the tissue.

(Rated R for sexuality, nudity and some violence. Running time 132 minutes)

‘Head in the clouds’ will have your nose running
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Law lays it down,
high in the sky as ‘Captain’

BY DAN DUNN
Special to the Daily Press

These days Jude Law is as hot as hot gets in
Hollywood, with starring roles in four major motion pic-
tures slated for release over the next two months. Not
only is Law recognized as one of the best looking lead-

ing men in the business, he’s also
one of its most talented. With two
Oscar nominations to his credit (for
“Cold Mountain” and “The Talented

Mister Ripley”) and doubtless more to come, the 31-
year-old Londoner seems destined for celluloid immor-
tality. The latest step on that gilded path is as an intrepid
aviator in the state-of-the-art special effects extravagan-
za, “Sky Captain and the World of Tomorrow,” which
co-stars Gwyneth Paltrow and Angelina Jolie.

QUESTION: Having helped shepherd this project as
both leading man and first-time producer, how did you
react when you first saw the finished version?

JUDE LAW: I was thrilled and incredibly proud,
because rather than being something I developed, it was
something I stepped into and perhaps, for the first time,
it was something I could lend my name to in order to
empower a first-time director (Kerry Conran) to see this
film through.

Q: “World of Tomorrow” is a throwback to the pulp
fiction films of the early and mid 20th Century, yet at the
same time it feels new and exciting. The kids are going
to see the film, but do you also anticipate good box office
returns from mature audiences?

JL: You go back and watch those old Errol Flynn
movies, they’re full of romance, fighting and adventure, but
there’s none of this drug-dealing, coke-snorting, testos-
terone-fueled cynicism. It exists out there and there’s a
place for it in film, but this is a clean-cut, non-cynical action
film for the family. It hearkens back to the old movies, and
I hope that the older generations will embrace that because
we’re not sending it up, but instead paying tribute.

Q: You and your co-stars acted this film almost
entirely in front of a blue screen, with computer-pro-
duced backgrounds added in post-production. Does this
augur for a future without location shoots and real sets?

JL: I don’t know if it does. There will always be room
for straight-up dramas that are about script and actors
and are shot on location. And there’s no other way of
doing those films. There will never be another way of
making those films. I suppose there will be more and
more films made like (“Sky Captain and the World of
Tomorrow”) but I don’t think it spells the end for films
like “Garden State” or “Closer.”

Q: This movie has franchise written all over it. Are
you up for reprising the role of Sky Captain again?

JL: Absolutely. (While shooting this film) we were
already inventing prequels and sequels and whatnot. It’s
the kind of world where once you step into it, you can’t
help but start thinking about what he’s done in the past,
and how they all met. 

Q: Several famous actors are also licensed pilots.
Now that you’ve flown on film, do you have any interest
in becoming a real Sky Captain?

JL: I don’t know if I have the time between the kids
and work. Plus, whenever you work, you’re always
insured — they hardly let you ride a bicycle when you’re
working, let alone fly a plane. It’s certainly something
that would be interesting to do, but there are other things
on my list that I’d like to do before I learn to fly a plane.

BY DAN DUNN
Special to the Daily Press 

This stylish but self-indulgent sequel to Mamoru Oshii’s 1995 anime hit is set 28
years from now, in a caliginous metropolis where lifelike machines outnumber
humans. A protracted existentialist meditation disguised as a “Blade Runner”-esque

sci-fi thriller, “Innocence” will be welcomed as a godsend by
diehard fans of Japanese animation. The typical moviegoer,
however, will likely find Oshii’s philosophizing to be far too
esoteric. To convince us that we must move away from he

believes is our limiting anthropocentric humanism, Oshii uses porcelain dolls and
a cute dog as mirrors to our lost souls. Also investigating the meaning of existence
— as well as a string of robot-on-human killings — is a burly cyborg cop named
Batou. Half-human, half-machine, Batou is handy with high-powered weapons
and is partial to quoting Descartes and the Bible. The film is a marvelous blend
of traditional and computer animation, but despite its good looks, “Innocence” is
done in by bloated outrecuidance.

(Rated PG-13 for violence, disturbing images and brief language. Running time: 99 minutes)

BY DAN DUNN
Special to the Daily Press

In his first at bat at the top of the lineup, Bernie Mac squeezes an
extra base out of a slow roller in this chalk talk about the value of
teamwork, modesty and accurate scorekeeping. It’s 1995 and Mac’s
Stan Ross is a legendary me-first hit machine for the Milwaukee

Brewers who, after collecting his 3,000th hit
and virtually assuring himself a coveted spot in
the Hall of Fame, immediately quits the game,
hanging his contending teammates out to dry.

Without looking back, the self-serving Ross constructs a mini
empire (actually, a shopping mall in Milwaukee) upon the foun-
dation of his 3,000-hit milestone. Nine years after his retirement
a scoring error is discovered that subtracts three hits from Ross’s
vaunted total, effectively torpedoing his chance for election to
the Hall and his claim to immortality. So Ross decides to return
to the game to regain his mojo. The last-place, attendance-chal-
lenged Brewers are more than happy to accommodate him, and
after a rather tedious montage of the old boy trying to whip
himself back into shape, Ross finds himself back in The
Show. What follows is a predictable trek down the road to
self-discovery in which Ross learns that selfishness is bad,
Angela Bassett is good, and the distance from home to first
is considerable. The mordantly mirthful Mac never seems all
that comfortable in the sweet-tempered confines of this Disney flick,
but he injects just enough piquancy to the part to elevate the middling material.

(Rated PG-13 for sexual content and language. Running time: 104 minutes)

‘Innocence’ lost in its own indulgence

Q&A
Review

Review

Review

‘MR 3000’ as predictable as a fly ball



BY DAN DUNN
Special to the Daily Press

From the producers of “Notting Hill,” “Bridget Jones’s Diary” and “Love, Actually” comes a film
that is, not surprisingly, a lot like its commercially successful forebears. For fans of Working Title’s
schmaltzy oeuvre, “Wimbledon” will no doubt feel like a visit from an old friend. The film is over-

flowing with dry-witted, unconventional Brits and overused, yet always-gorgeous
footage of London’s famous landmarks. The only discernible difference between
this effort and the others is the absence of Hugh Grant as the self-effacing male lead.
That role is filled, and quite ably, by the immensely talented Paul Bettany. 

Pretty Kirsten Dunst stars as Lizzie Bradbury, an American tennis prodigy making her first appear-
ance at the sport’s most hallowed championship. Lizzie gets swept off her feet by Bettany’s journey-
man veteran, Peter Colt, much to the dismay of her overprotective father-coach (Sam Neill) who fears
the affair will have an adverse effect on his daughter’s game. Apparently dad’s right, because not long
after the requisite “falling-in-love” montage (complete with a shooting star sighting) and a few rolls in
the hay, Lizzie — the world’s top-ranked female player — is bounced from the tournament. Love
agrees with Colt, however, a perpetual underachiever who finds himself on an incredible winning streak
that captivates a nation, yet strains his relationship with Lizzie. As he moves closer to the title, the film
begins to lose steam — hampered by sports movie conventions such as the money-hungry agent (Jon
Favreau) and the blustery play-by-play guy (John McEnroe). Then there’s the dubious prospect that
Colt could lose all focus in the Wimbledon final simply
because he and Lizzie had a fight.

Dunst looks great on the movie poster, but this movie
belongs to Bettany. His performance alone is reason
enough to recommend this romantic comedy. The
exceedingly realistic tennis action isn’t bad either.

(Rated PG-13 for language, sexuality and partial
nudity. Running time: 98 minutes)
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“The
Space”
(Formerly, Lush)

For private party

info please call.

2020 Wilshire Blvd.,
(310) 829-1933

21 AND OVER

“The
Space”
(Formerly, Lush)
For private party
info please call.

2020 Wilshire Blvd.,
(310) 829-1933

21 AND OVER

FRIDAYS
LIVE MUSIC
FEATURING:
FAST TIMES

THE COMPLETE

‘80s EXPERIENCE

CALL FOR GUEST LIST INFO

DJ H2O
HIP-HOP AND

SPINNING 80’S POP

BETWEEN SETS

NO COVER BEFORE 10 PM

SATURDAYS
LA BAILANTA
SALSA & HOUSE
SOUTH AMERICAN STYLE

DOORS OPEN AT 9

$10 AT THE DOOR

SUNDAYS
INTERNATIONAL
GROOVE
FEATURING
DJ BOBBY K
$15 AT THE
DOOR, LADIES
FREE BEFORE
10:30PM

THE SPACE
NEWLY

RENOVATED
WESTSIDE
DANCE  CLUB

Morgan-Wixson Theatre - Sept 10 to Oct 9

(310) 828-7519
2627 Pico Blvd in Santa Monica

www.morgan-wixson.org

Fridays and Saturdays at 8pm
Sundays at 2pm  /  Saturday Matinee Sep 25 at 2pm

Tickets $15 / Seniors $12 / Students $10 / Group Discounts

One Hilarious Night!
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2003
Tony Award®

Winner!

BILLY

JOEL
2003

Tony Award®

Winner!

TWYLA

THARP

5 lifelong friends. 2 turbulent decades. 24 Billy Joel classics.

7 WEEKS ONLY! SEPTEMBER 14-OCTOBER 31
www.BroadwayLA.org

213.365.3500 or 714.740.7878
Tickets not available at Ticketmaster outlets.

Box Office Opens daily at 10am. GROUP DISCOUNTS: 323.463.4367

The only card accepted for single tickets of the national tour of Movin’ Out.
www.visa.com/movinout                Original cast album available on Sony Classical.

METRO GETS YOU MOVIN’ OUT !
Show your valid METRO ticket or pass when you pick up your tickets at the
Pantages Theatre Box Office and we’ll give you a FREE MOVIN’ OUT sampler CD!

Review

Bettany serves up an ace in schmaltzy tennis flick



BY ROBERT WELLER 
Associated Press Writer 

DENVER — More than 130 years after Alferd Packer
ate his five companions to survive a Colorado winter, a
museum curator is making a case that the nation’s most
notorious cannibal was innocent of murder. 

David Bailey says he’s no Indiana Jones, but years of
research on a 142-year-old pistol and detective work at
the site where Packer was stranded support at least part
of Packer’s story. 

“Curators normally don’t get an opportunity like this.
We usually are in the museum piecing things together,”
said Bailey, who works at the Museum of Western
Colorado in Grand Junction. 

Packer was convicted of murdering the five men —
prospectors he was guiding — but always insisted he had
killed only one of them, Shannon Bell. Packer said he
shot Bell after Bell killed the four others in the party and
then attacked him with a hatchet. 

Ten years ago, Bailey happened upon a gun in the
museum’s collection that was marked as having been
found where Packer and the five prospectors were strand-
ed high in the San Juan Mountains of southwest
Colorado in the winter of 1873-1874. 

Bailey said his research confirmed the gun in the
museum’s collection, an 1862 Colt Police pistol, had
been found in a 1950 dig at the site where Packer had
allegedly killed the five men. 

Bailey began wondering if Packer’s story could be
true. “When we started the case we just wanted to know
either way,” he said. 

Bailey and the museum staff then began looking at
documents. They found the journal of a Civil War veter-
an who had seen the bodies and said one of them, Bell,
had died of two gunshot wounds. 

Bailey and other staff made several expeditions to the
remote site near Lake City, 130 miles from the nearest
interstate highway in Hinsdale County, which covers

1,124 square miles and has a full-time population of 790. 
Among other things they found was lead residue on

Bell’s clothes. Tests with an X-ray spectrograph showed
the lead matched the lead in the three bullets still in the
gun — two chambers were empty. Later, a bullet frag-
ment was found in a sample taken from under Bell’s
body. 

At his trial, Packer said he had gone out to look for
food and when he returned to camp he found the red-
headed Bell “roasting a piece of meat which he had cut
out of the leg of the German butcher,” Frank Miller. 

Packer said he shot Bell as he attacked with the hatch-
et. Afterward, he said, he tried every day to find a way
out of the mountains “but could not so I lived off the
flesh of these men ....” 

He predicted that someday he would be vindicated. He
told a story of the men crying and praying as they
starved, trying to live off pine gum and rosebuds. 

“I have always suspected Packer was innocent. That is
why it is good that Bailey is digging up fingerprints,”
said Colorado historian Tom Noel. “He has done good
work.” 

Last month Bailey was honored for his work by the
American Association for State and Local History. 

Forensic anthropologist Walter Birkby of Tucson,
Ariz., who was involved in an exhumation of the bodies
in 1989, remains skeptical. He said there was no evidence
of a gunshot wound, and that what appeared to be a bul-
let hole was the result of an animal gnawing on the
bones. 

Noel wasn’t the only one who suspected Packer was
innocent. Under pressure from a campaign led by Denver
Post columnist Poly Pry, Packer was granted a condi-
tional parole in 1901. He had escaped execution only on
a technicality. 

Packer spent 18 years in prison, tending a garden and
offering his opinion on everything from tourism to the
Boer War. He complained he was rotting in prison “while

the Donner Party people are becoming millionaires in
California.” 

During the winter of 1846-47, 81 people traveling to
California were trapped in the Sierra Nevadas and half of
them died. Some members of the group ate the flesh of
the dead to survive. And some of those who made it out
of the mountains later became wealthy. 

After Packer’s release he made dollhouses and hand-
ed out candy to children, living on a pension from his ser-
vice in the Civil War. 

He is immortalized today at the University of
Colorado, where the student union food court is named
after him.
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COME JOIN US IN THIS YEAR’S

HEART WALK

Every 33 seconds someone dies of heart disease...
Do your part

Presented Locally By: Gold Sponsor: Silver Sponsor: Media Sponsors: National Sponsors:

SEPTEMBER 18TH 9AM
VA HOSPITAL GROUNDS WESTWOOD

Register online at: www.heartwalkla.org

Taking a bite of of crime: Packer may be in the clear

By The Associated Press

MINDEN, Nev. — A Minden company will be testing a
British-made airplane to determine its worthiness for
fighting wildfires, company officials said. 

The BAe 146-100 aircraft is scheduled to arrive
Saturday at Minden-Tahoe Airport and will be tested for
about two weeks, according to Tim Christy, chief pilot
for Minden Air Corp. 

Built in the 1980s, the plane designed to carry pas-
sengers will be evaluated by company officials, U.S.
Forest Service and British Aerospace representatives to
determine if it can be converted and used safely to fight
fires. 

Christy said Minden Air has an option to buy the air-
craft from a private owner. 

“We believe this model will serve as an excellent air
tanker. Our goal is to have one in service for the next fire
season,” Christy said. 

Minden Air’s two Lockheed Martin P-2V air tankers,
built in the late 1950s, were among 33 tankers grounded
earlier this year by federal officials because of safety
concerns. 

Three of the aging tankers crashed between 1994 and
2002, killing seven crew members. 

In July, federal officials allowed seven of the 33
tankers to fly. 

Last month, one of Minden Air’s tankers and another
owned by a Montana company were cleared for service
for the remainder of the year but with special equipment. 

Nevada firm to test
British-made plane
for fighting wildfires

Santa Monica       

Mon thru Fri, 8:30-12p
Ages 6-17, $275/week

CPR certified
310-920-1265

camp@learntosurfla.com

Surf Camp



BY JUDITH KOHLER 
Associated Press Writer 

DENVER — Authorities overseeing the Columbine
High School investigation decided soon after the mas-
sacre to withhold a document that shows deputies knew
one of the killers had been accused as long as two years
earlier of making death threats and building pipe bombs,
according to a grand jury report released Thursday. 

The grand jury also said it was “troubled” by still-
missing documents in what remains the deadliest school
attack in U.S. history. But it did not hand up any indict-
ments, closing at least the third investigation that has not
placed any blame for the slaughter of 13 people by suici-
dal teens Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold. 

Victims’ families said the report confirmed their sus-
picions that the Jefferson County Sheriff’s Office cov-
ered up mistakes that could have led them to the killers
as much as two years before the attack. 

“Clearly Columbine never should have happened and
they don’t want the public to know that,” said Brian
Rohrbough, one of several family members who met
Thursday with Attorney General Ken Salazar.
Rohrbough’s son, Daniel, was among the 12 students
slain on April 19, 1999. 

The grand jury said it didn’t hand up any indictments
because all the witnesses claimed to know nothing about
missing sheriff’s records. The records involved a draft
search warrant for Harris’ house a year before the attack. 

Salazar took the case to the grand jury after the sher-
iff asked him to investigate last fall. 

The grand jury report said the draft affidavit, never
submitted to a judge, was the subject of “a private meet-
ing of high-ranking Jefferson County officials and law
enforcement officials” called a few days after the attack
to discuss the document and its “potential liabilities.” 

As a result of that meeting, the sheriff’s office decid-
ed against discussing the affidavit in an April 30, 1999,
news conference. A state district judge ordered the affi-
davit’s release in 2001. 

Jefferson County District Attorney Dave Thomas and
a deputy prosecutor were at the post-attack meeting. 

Thomas said Thursday that was the first time he saw
the affidavit and that it didn’t provide enough evidence to
warrant a search of the Harris home. His spokeswoman,
Pam Russell, also said prosecutors weren’t asked during
the meeting whether investigators should publicly dis-
close the document. 

Sheriff’s spokeswoman Jacki Tallman declined com-
ment on the report. 

Randy and Judy Brown, who contacted the sheriff’s
office in 1997 and 1998 with complaints about Harris,
including allegations that he had threatened their son,
Brooks, said the private meeting is evidence of a cover-
up by authorities. 

“This is collusion. This is criminal. This is a criminal
conspiracy,” Brown said after he and his wife met with
the attorney general’s staff. 

The Browns have long contended Columbine could
have been prevented if authorities, including school offi-
cials, had heeded warning signs about Harris. Randy
Brown said Harris likely would have been sent to jail had
the sheriff’s office had checked into their allegations;
when the affidavit was written, Harris and Klebold were
in a criminal diversion program for breaking into a van a
year before the shootings. 

Like Brown, Brian Rohrbough said he believes
authorities denied existence of the affidavit and shredded
documents to duck responsibility. His son was gunned
down outside the school. 

Sheriff Ted Mink asked the attorney general to inves-
tigate last fall after coming across a Columbine report
tucked inside a sheriff’s department binder. The 1997
report was about a Web site where Harris referred to
“ground zero” and boasted that he and Klebold had built
pipe bombs. It was apparently never pursued. 

The attorney general’s investigation revealed that the
files of sheriff’s investigator Michael Guerra, who wrote
the proposed request for a search warrant, were missing.
Salazar said earlier this year he had found no sign of neg-

ligence by the sheriff’s department but said investigators
were still looking for some documents. 

After discovering the Guerra file was missing, Salazar
asked the grand jury to investigate. 

The grand jury said all the witnesses it heard from
denied knowing what happened to Guerra’s file. And it
said that while the majority of documents in Guerra’s file
have been reconstructed, the originals are still missing. 

Some computer files in the case have also been purged
— some of them the summer after the attack — and other
documents shredded, though that was done under normal
department procedures. 

A supplement to the grand jury report referred to a
tempestuous interview with former Sheriff John Stone,
blamed by the Browns and others for mishandling the
investigation. 

“He expressed the opinion that our investigation was
politically motivated, and he was visibly angry about this
investigation and the way he was treated by the press
regarding Columbine,” Salazar’s investigators said. “We
were unable to ask Stone any questions or have any
meaningful dialogue regarding our investigation due to
his apparent state of agitation.” 

The Browns, who praised Salazar for being the only
public official willing to call a grand jury, said they
believed he would keep pushing for release of all the
records in the case. 

But Ken Lane, Salazar’s spokesman, said the only
thing left was to wait for a court decision on the fate of
depositions given by the killers’ parents in now-resolved
lawsuits by victims’ families. The Klebolds and Harrises
want the sealed depositions to be destroyed, but victims’
families believe they should be part of the public record. 

Don Fleming, whose daughter Kelly was killed at
Columbine, said he was not sure someone should have
been indicted. He was just glad to have the information out. 

“If you lose your child, you want to know all the
details,” he said before he and his wife tearfully hugged
the Browns.
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BY ELLIOT SPAGAT 
Associated Press Writer 

SAN DIEGO — The basement office of the Fugitive
Operations squad in San Diego is barely big enough for
its four full-time agents. So when the team borrows nine
other Department of Homeland Security agents for a
night out, they gather in a nearby garage. 

“We’re looking to do things really quickly,” supervi-
sory deportation officer Marc Rapp tells the crew he
splits into three teams — Alpha, Bravo and Charlie. “It
should be a pretty easy evening.” 

The goal is to catch 16 fugitives, illegal immigrants
who have ignored deportations orders or whose criminal
histories make them subject to removal. Over five hours,
the crew will find six, with a seventh picked up the next
morning. 

The haul hardly dents Rapp’s backlog of 5,000 cases
in the San Diego region, or the estimated 460,000 immi-
grant fugitives believed to be in the United States. 

Several times a week, the San Diego team gathers to
go where they believe fugitives live. They head out at 5
a.m., before many will have left for work, or after 5 p.m.,
when they may be home eating dinner. 

On this cool March evening, the crew includes four
Border Patrol agents, some on their second shift of the
day. 

Home addresses for most of the 16 targets are in the
heart of San Diego, a promising sign. Agricultural areas,
such as the strawberry fields north of the city, tend to
draw more transient — and elusive — migrants. 

The three teams scatter, radios their common bond. 
The Alpha team’s first stop is supposed to be the home

of Alvina Martinez, 54, who was deported once to
Mexico in 1998. The real prize would be her son, a reput-
ed gang member. 

Martinez isn’t at the address the agents have, but a
woman at the second-floor apartment tells them where to
find her. About two miles away, Martinez is at home eat-
ing a chicken dinner with her family. 

The agents talk their way inside, entering the back
door of the single-story home, walking down a hallway
that passes a small bedroom with several bunkbeds. 

As Martinez’s young granddaughter sobs, agents
order four children to sit on the living-room couch. 

The reputed gang member isn’t home. The agents dis-
cuss whether to deport another son, 19 years old and also
in the country illegally, but not among their targets. The

young girl is crying on his lap. 
“Right now we’re trying to make a determination

whether to take you with us, so please cooperate,” Rapp
says, imploring the young man to be truthful. The man
says he has a school identification card but doesn’t attend
classes. 

After the agents confer privately, Rapp announces it
would be exceptionally hard on the children to deport the
mother and son. “We’ll leave you alone,” he tells the
teen. 

The next stop is much quicker. Guillermo Ortega
Diaz, who was convicted of driving under the influence
in 1994, surrenders quietly. The 34-year-old is hand-
cuffed in front of his home, away from his children. He’s
deported to Mexico the next day. 

The third stop demonstrates a common problem:
Agents typically work without search warrants, consider-
ing the process too cumbersome. That requires them to
use charm and guile to get invited inside a house. At this
stop, they explain they’ve come to ask about their tar-
get’s car, not his immigration status. They are denied
entry. 

Noe Raymundo, a 29-year-old Guatemalan who
ignored a 2001 deportation order, isn’t there anyway.
Agents will find him when they return the next morning. 

The fourth search proves fruitless. The agents visit
two homes in the south San Diego suburb of Chula Vista,
a trip which eats up an hour without turning up any valu-
able leads. 

The evening’s fifth and final stop produces perhaps
the most rewarding capture. Jaime Garcia Zuniga, 23, has
convictions for fighting and for having sex with a minor.
The agents walk down a dark narrow path sandwiched
between two-story apartment buildings. As they talk to
the person who answers the door, one agent shouts for
help after Garcia jumps out the first-floor window and
onto the street. 

He’s caught and turned over to sheriff’s deputies on an
outstanding warrant. 

The Charlie team also finishes the night with three
arrests: a 35-year-old Filipino with prior convictions for
possessing stolen property and theft. The Bravo team
comes up empty. 

Some agents say they might have had more luck if
they had more time, but the San Diego strike team has
always stuck to a firm 10 p.m. deadline — a courtesy to
neighbors. 
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Hide and go seek 
By The Associated Press 

The federal government created the Fugitive
Operations program in 2002 to track down illegal
immigrants who have received government orders to
leave the country or report to immigration officials.
The following is a look at the program, which is now
under the Department of Homeland Security. 
■ Estimated number of fugitives in the United States:
about 460,000. 
■ Estimated number of new fugitives each year:
40,000. 
■ Number of fugitive operations apprehensions
between October 2003 and August 2004: 9,571. 
■ Number of fugitive operations apprehensions
between October 2002 and September 2003: 3,411. 
■ Approximate number of fugitive operation agents
nationwide: 90. 
■ Estimated average cost of removing one fugitive:
$8,000. 
■ Budget for fugitive operations between Oct. 1,
2003 and Sept. 30, 2004: $16.8 million. 
■ Budget request for fiscal year 2005: $66.8 million. 
■ Estimated percentage of fugitives apprehended
nationwide who have a criminal record in the United
States: 47 percent; Percentage goal: 70 percent. 
■ Estimated percentage of fugitives apprehended
who have committed sex offenses and other violent
crimes: 11 percent. 

Source: Immigration and Customs Enforcement
statistics. 

No Señor, catching immigrant fugitives no easy task



BY WILL WEISSERT 
Associated Press Writer 

MEXICO CITY — Migrant smugglers are skirting
heightened security along the border by using small
boats to shuttle people from the under-supervised Baja
coast into Southern California marinas and harbors,
already jammed with legal commercial ships and plea-
sure boat traffic. 

In San Diego, across the border from Tijuana, federal
authorities so far this year have seized 12 boats carrying
48 Mexican and Chinese immigrants, compared with
three vessels with 20 immigrants for all of last year. 

Further north in Los Angeles, the seizure of a French-
built yacht crammed with 50 undocumented Mexicans
and piloted by two Americans shed the most public light
on what has been a busy summer on the water. 

The trend has raised questions about border security.
Officials have increased restrictions on land traffic and
commercial sea cargo. But small pleasure boats can often
slip in under the radar. 

"If you can get across that border in a boat undetect-
ed, you can bring terrorists, people, weapons of mass
destruction, who knows,” said Special Agent Derek
Benner, group supervisor of the U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement’s San Diego Marine Task Force. 

Mexican ports have been working with U.S. Coast
Guard officials to meet new international anti-terrorism
and security requirements that took effect July 1. The
new protocols require each major harbor to hire a securi-
ty chief who reports to the transportation and communi-
cations secretary in Mexico City. 

But smuggling gangs simply sidestep major Mexican
ports, picking up migrants along empty stretches of
coastline. And Mexican authorities say they can’t stop
potential smugglers because they don’t actually break
the law until they cross into U.S. territory. 

Jose Luis Rios, director of the port at Ensenada, 75
miles south of the border, said maritime officials some-
times stop craft with U.S. registration — but he said
there’s little they can do unless some other law has been
broken. 

“You can ask where they are going,” he said. “But
you’re subject to their good faith — you have to take
their word.” 

Smuggling syndicates work to avoid detection even
inside Mexico because they often are moving migrants
from other countries. Larger boats docking at harbors are
also required to provide records on where they have been
and where they are going. 

"Are Mexican ports safer? Totally and absolutely,”
said Reymundo Mata, Mexico’s adjunct director of mari-
nas. “But gangs of organized criminals on the high seas,
they probably won’t be detected.” 

Authorities have not captured a single migrant-smug-
gling boat near the Baja California coast in recent mem-
ory, according to Elizabeth Juarez of the federal attorney
general’s office. 

U.S. authorities say Ensenada was the starting point
for the largest U.S. maritime smuggling case in years —
the Aug. 30 apprehension of the 44-foot C’est La Vie
sailboat near Los Angeles Harbor.

As security tightens
at border, migrant
smugglers turn to sea 
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BY BETH DEFALCO 
Associated Press Writer 

PHOENIX — An FBI agent shot an acquaintance of a
border-watch group member while trying to serve an
arrest warrant, FBI officials said Thursday. 

The shooting happened about 11:15 p.m. Wednesday
in a grocery store parking lot. 

According to the FBI, the agent was trying to serve
Casey Nethercott of Douglas, Ariz. Nethercott is a
known member of Ranch Rescue, a group that works to
protect private property along the southern U.S. border. 

At the time, Nethercott was with 22-year-old Kalen
Riddle, also of Douglas. 

Charlene Thorton, special agent in charge of the

Phoenix FBI office, said that “actions taken by
Nethercott and Riddle led one of the FBI agents to fire
his weapon,” and the shot struck Riddle. 

The FBI would not elaborate. 
Riddle was airlifted to a Tucson hospital, but FBI offi-

cials would not disclose his condition. 
The FBI said it won’t release the name of the agent

who fired the shot, keeping with FBI policy. 
The warrant the FBI was trying to serve charges

Nethercott with assaulting a federal officer. It was issued
Sept. 8 by a federal magistrate in Tucson. 

Nethercott, 37, is a convicted felon who served prison
time in California. 

He was also found guilty in June by a Texas jury of
felony firearm possession. An accompanying assault

charge that accused Nethercott of pistol-whipping an ille-
gal immigrant ended in a mistrial after jurors deadlocked
on the charge. 

In the Texas case, Nethercott was accused of pistol-
whipping Edwin Alfredo Mancia Gonzales, 26, while on
armed patrol at a Hebbronville, Texas, ranch in March
2003. 

He and several other Ranch Rescue members were
patrolling a ranch owned by Joe Sutton, who said he
asked for their help because he did not want illegal immi-
grants and drug smugglers on his land. 

Nethercott, Ranch Rescue and the Suttons have been
named in a civil lawsuit seeking damages backed by
immigrants’ rights groups. That lawsuit has not yet been
heard. 

Man shot in incident involving FBI, border-watch group
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Reality Check®

By Dave Whammond
Speed Bump®

By Dave Coverly

Natural Selection®

By Russ Wallace

IS YOUR RETIREMENT PLAN
AGING GRACEFULLY?

WE LIVE WHERE YOU LIVE.®

Keep your money hard at work, with
401(k) rollovers, TSAs, annuities and
more. Call me to get started today.

Troy Wilson Lic.#: 0D75687
2451 Santa Monica Blvd.
Santa Monica, CA
310.315.1955

Providing Insurance and Financial Services  •  statefarm.com®

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR STATE FARM IS THERE.®

State Farm Life Insurance Company; In NY and WI – State Farm Life and Accident Assurance
Company; Bloomington, IL. Annuities and other products offered by State Farm affiliates are not
FDIC insured, not guaranteed by State Farm Bank, and are subject to investment risk, including
possible loss of principal. Consult your tax or legal advisor for specific advice.
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EMPLOYMENT
ARE YOU our Mary Poppins? Two sm 
teenage girls want nanny/ driver, 
homeworker helper (female 21+) 
Mon-Fri 3-7pm. Needs car/ insurance. 
Refs/ experience (310) 395-6648

CASHIER/STOCK F/T for Santa Monica. 
Pharmacy experience only. Fax re-
sume to (310) 450-6401
DENTAL FRONT office. General work. 
Computer knowledge a must. Good 
phone skills. Great hours! Call Nicole 
(310) 828-7429.
FARMERS INSURANCE Westwood Vil-
lage. Customer service, Insurance Ex-
perienced only. Flexible P/T hours. 
(310)208-7183 Patrick
FIGURE MODEL wanted. Fit female 
model wanted for figure drawing by 
artist. No experience necessary. Call 
(818)501-0266
FUN, FAST CASH! Lingerie Models 
Needed, No Experience Necessary 
(818) 720-2709
GAS STATION Boat Dock needs PT/FT 
for MDR Harbor call Randy or Sue 
310-823-2444
I MAKE $1000 per day, so can you. 
Call me (323)467-3399

KNITTERS, HAND skilled in intarsia 
work. Must provide samples 
(310) 791-1522
LOOKING FOR marble & granite fabri-
cator. Also lead fabricator. Experi-
enced preferred.  Relocate to Colora-
do.  If interested call (970) 690-3110
MEDUSA HAIR Salon Venice is looking 
for 2 experienced full-time hair styl-
ists with some clientele and a part 
time assistant ASAP. Please call Mi-
chelle at 323-974-0966 or fax resume 
to 714-432-1696

MINUTE MAN Parking seeks valet 
parkers. Experience preferred, no 
placement agency. (310) 214-1888

PART TIME Temporary car coun-
ters in the city (310) 455-5242.

PART-TIME HOST/HOSTESS. Experi-
ence preferred. Local Santa Monica 
restaurant. 4 nights Th-Sun 
(310) 828-1315. M-F/10-2 Fax 
(310) 828-1319

SALON UNDER New management on 
Wilshire in Santa Monica looking for 
Stylists/Colorists to work on commis-
sion basis. Clientele preferred call 
(310) 451-4477
SANTA MONICA Gas station has im-
mediate opening for cashier F/T 
friendly w/strong customer service 
(310)451-2355

THE COUNTER
now hiring servers, counter 

servers, cashier. Apply in per-
son 3-5  pm, Monday-Friday. 
2901 Ocean Park Blvd. #102. 

Santa Monica.

WEST LA P.R. firm seeking experi-
enced Secretary / Admin. Assis-

tant to begin immediately. You 
should be great w/heavy phones 
& PC’s. Be very organized, quick 

and proactive. Have excellent ver-
bal & written communication 

skills.  Please email resume an d 
cover letter ASAP to 

cclark@LCOonline.com

FOR SALE
EVERYTHING FOR the newborn to 
6mo. Clothes, swing, bassinet, stroller 
as new! Call Lisa (818) 909-3455
HOT TUB 2004 Model. Neck jets. 
Therapy Seat. Warranty, never used. 
Can deliver worth $5700, sell for 

FOR SALE
$1750 818-785-9043

RARE JAZZ, Broadway 78’s/33’s   + 
CD’s, Bamboo game set, area rugs, 
Jiffy steamer, electric lift chair, paint-
ings (310) 477-7188

VEHICLES FOR SALE
2002 CHEVROLET Cavalier A/C CD 
player, 49kml, 2yr/36K warranty 
$5950 (310)208-7183 Milton. “It wont 
last!”

‘88 LINCOLN Mark VII, Light metallic 
blue. Excellent condition. Has passed 
SMOG check. $1295/OBO. (310) 395-
7255.

‘89 FORD E-150
Van conversion tv-vcr/only 75k

VIN c35999  $4,995

‘91 CADILLAC SEVILE STS
Local car, Affordable

VIN 801616  $3,995

‘02 FORD THINK
ELECTRIC CAR

No gas needed!  Only 52 miles

VIN 1050861  $5,995

‘92 TOYOTA CAMRY
VIN 020893  $4,995

‘96 FORD CLUBWAGON XLT
Low miles, clean local car, many Xtras

VIN B400C1  $8,995

Claude Short
Auto Sales Dealer

2501 Lincoln Blvd. in Venice

(310) 395-3712

VEHICLES FOR SALE

1230 Santa Monica Blvd.
310-451-1588

OF SANTA MONICA

OUR LABOR DAY

SELLATHON CONTINUES!

DELL COMPUTER OFFER

AUGUST 27 THRU

SEPTEMBER 6, 2004

BUY ANY 2004/2005

FOCUS (ALL MODELS)

AND RECEIVE A FREE

DELL COMPUTER.

SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS

VEHICLES FOR SALE
TOYOTA SANTA MONICA

LEXUS SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

1100 Santa Monica Blvd

888-865-1759
LAcarGUY.com

PUBLIC INTERNET SALE
ALL PRICES CLEARLY MARKED

WITH INTERNET PRICES
ES300’S   GS300’S   RX300’S
LS300’S  IS300’S  SC430’S

And Other Makes

All Dealer Certified

LEXUS/VW OF Santa Monica

VOLKSWAGEN SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

1100 Santa Monica Blvd

888-640-8466
LAcarGUY.com

PUBLIC INTERNET SALE
ALL PRICES CLEARLY MARKED

WITH INTERNET PRICES
JETTAS, GOLFS, GTI’S

PASSATS-CABRIOS-BEETLES

And Other Makes

All Dealer Certified

VEHICLES FOR SALE
TOYOTA

2002 TOYOTA

ECHO Coupe 2D

TOYOTA CERTIFIED

Auto, AC, Power Steering,

CD player. $12,990

(20221753)

2001 TOYOTA

TACOMOA PreRunner

DOUBLE CAB 4D

TOYOTA CERTIFIED

V6, Power Everthying, 

CD player, $21,100

(Z798780)

2001 TOYOTA

PRIUS SEDAN 4D

AC, ALL POWER, AM/FM

ABS - $16,990

(022269)

2004 Toyota

Corolla LE Sedan

4-CYL. 1.8 LITER, AUTO

A/C, POWER $14,500

(035289)

832 Santa Monica Blvd.

800-944-4157
LAcarGUY.com

INSTRUCTION
CLASSICAL PIANO lessons for children 
& adults by experienced European 
Teacher (310)801-0747.
DRUM LESSONS in your home! Great 
w/children & beginners, first lesson 
FREE! Call Tom (310)422-2699.
French-Spanish Tutoring All Levels 
Native French-Speaker $15 
(310) 876-8022
PIANO LESSONS: Patient, enthusias-
tic, experienced teacher. Adult begin-
ners welcome. Free introductory les-
son. (310) 394-7973
PIANO LESSONS: UK. & US. trained. 
Experienced teacher. All levels, all 
ages. (310) 393-5291
STRAINING AND cracking? Voice les-
sons, 1ST Lesson free 1221 Broad-
way, Santa Monica (310) 229-5235
VOICE LESSONS: Professional 
singer/teacher w/patients, empathetic 
approach. Voice developement spe-
cialist. Adults and children. Compli-
mentary Lesson! (310) 394-7973

WANTED
PIANO TEACHER Wanted, looking for a 
patient piano teacher for lessons in 
my home in Santa Monica. Call Steve
310-666-2191

FOR RENT

BEVERLY HILLS Bright 2+2 upper, 
newly redone hardwood floors. New 
everything, $2660 (310) 435-4390

$495-UNFURNISHED BACHELOR:

Steps to Venice Beach! 
Dorm style living, common area 
restrooms and showers, on site 

laundry, no pets, owner sponsored 
barbecue twice a month. Close to 
everything, bus service to many 
campuses. Lease & Security De-

posit required. 
Contact Edward Romero, 310-

399-1166 or sunnibill@juno.com.

Casa Loma Apartments
101 Dudley Ave.

Venice Beach, CA 90291

1BD PLUS loft just redone. 1521 Cab-
rillo Ave. New appliances, Fridge, 
stove, microwave, dishwasher. W/D 
hook-ups. Wood floors/ fire place. Pri-
vate yard. Fuji tub. All new fixtures. 
Walk to Abbot Kinney shops/restur-
ants. 1yr lease $1425. (310) 466-
9256
647 N. Hayworth Spacious lower rear 
WeHo apt., W/D, central A/C, stove, 
dishwasher, gas fireplace, CA building 
& parking, access to yard, blinds, bal-
cony, Luxury for only $1300. (310) 
804-7460
BEVERLYWOOD ADJ Bachelor in 
quaint smaller building. 3115 Bagley - 
Fresh paint and carpet. 1 year lease. 
no pets. $595. (310) 466-9256
BRENTWOOD $1750/MO 2+2 Condo, 
Near everything Montana & San 
Vicente, Negotiable 323-728-1968
BRENTWOOD $4999 3+2.5. All appli-
ances! Fresh new paint! Gorgeous 
glossy hardwood floors! 6mon lease 
(310) 702-1698
CHARMING BEVERLY HILLS  Single 
close to Nieman Marcus. Has hard-
wood floors and view of the garden. 1 
year lease, no pets. $895 310-804-
7460
CULVER CITY adj., $1600/mon 2bdrm 
1ba. Two story townhouse like unit in 
a triplex. Hardwood floors. No pets 
(310) 936-3077

The BEST
RENTALS
inVENICE
ELLY NESIS CO. INC
(310) 396-4443

ellynesis.com

FREE RENTAL Lists & No Fee 
Rentals. Sullivan-Dituri Company. 
2111 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica, CA 
90403.
HOLLYWOOD HILLS, large 2+2. 2 Car 
gated parking. Great location, near 
shops. Laundry, easterly view. 7010 
Lanewood. 1 year lease, no pets. 
(323)466-4700. 

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
310-869-0468

1214 Idaho #1 2bd 1ba lower
Completely redone, Private Patio

Will consider pets
$1850/mo

CHECK OUT OTHER 
AVAILABLE RENTALS AT:

www.howardmanagement.com

L.A./FARMERS MARKET Move-In Spe-
cial. $200, 431.5 Genesee Ave. 
2bed/1bath, stove, hardwood floors, 
dinning room, living room, laundry, 
garage parking, no pets $1750/mo 
(310) 578-7512
L.A./USC MOVE-IN SPECIAL. $200. 
1bed/2bath, 1121 W. 28th Street, unit 
A. Large 1bedroom, stove, frig, din-
ningrm, livingrm, carpet, no parking 
or pets. $900/mo (310) 578-7512 

Private and Group

Equipment provided

CPR certified

310-920-1265

camp@learntosurfla.com

Surf Lessons
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FOR RENT
LARGE BEVERLY Hills 1 bedroom with 
den. 319 S. Clark Dr. Gaited building 
with parking. Unit is freshly painted 
very clean. 1 year lease. No pets. 
(310) 804-7460

MAR VISTA $1425 2bed/2bath Appli-
ances, dishwasher. No pets, parking, 
washer/dryer. 12048 Culver Blvd., 
#204. Manager in #100
MDR ADJACENT 2+2,  gated building 
with gated, subterranean parking, AC.
Newer building with courtyard area, 
quiet neighborhood. Laundry room, 
parking, 1 year lease, no pets $1550 
310-578-9729

NICE WEST side neighborhood. 12707 
Caswell - Large 2 bedroom with all of 
the amenities. Great layout in a quiet 
neighborhood. 1 yr lease. No pets 
(310) 466-9256
PALM 1+1 $775/mo. $825 w/ park-
ing. 3540 Overland #2. Stove, refrig-
erator, carpet, blinds. No pets JKW 
(310) 578-75412
PALMS $925/MO 1bedroom, 1bath, 
3346 Canfield. Stove, refrigerator, 
blinds, A/C in bedroom, laundry, no 
pets. $200 move in. (310)578-7512
PALMS 3206 Bagley Ave., Unit #5 
1bed/1bath, stove, frig, dishwasher, 
carpet, blinds, laundry, parking, no 
pets. $850/mo (310) 578-7512
PALMS 3540 Overland Ave., Unit #2. 
1bed/1bath, stove, frig, carpet, blinds, 
laundry, street parking, no pets. 
$775/mo (310) 578-7512
PALMS 9849 Tabor Street, Unit #5, 
1bed/1bath. Stove, frig, carpet, wall-
a/c, blinds, laundry, parking, no pets 
$925/mo (310) 578-7512
SANTA MONICA $1,100/mo garden 
style bungalow. 1bdrm 1bath, cat OK. 
Stove, patio, carpets. (310) 395-RENT 
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $1,140/mo Spacious 
apartment 1bdrm 1bath. Stove, new 
paint carpets & blinds (310) 395-
RENT www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $1,375/mo newly re-
don 2bdrm 1bath. Spacious, hard-
wood floors, parking, bright & clean. 
(310) 395-RENT. www.westsideren-
tals.com
SANTA MONICA $1100/mo cottage 
style 1bdrm 1bath. Stove, no pets, 
front/rear entrance. (310) 395-RENT 
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $1150/mo 1bdrm, 
1bath, +office, appliances, gas paid, 
no pets, parking, 2535 Kansas Ave. 
Manager in #101
SANTA MONICA $1475/mon Condo. 
2bdrms 1bath, refrigerator, stove, pa-
tio, carpets,laundry. Cat OK, 
(310)395-RENT. 
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $1695/mo. Excellent 
location Large 2bdrm 1bath, upper. 
Just redecorated, short or long terms. 
Pet negotiable. Open daily 1318 Eu-
clid #1 (310) 393-3824. Manager #6 
open daily.
Santa Monica 2bdrm 1bath 
$1495/mon. Refrigerator, balcony, 
carpet, blinds, bright. No pets. Laun-
dry (310) 395-RENT. www.westsider-
entals.com
SANTA MONICA bachelor, 1bath, 
$800/mo. Carpets, no pets, street 
parking, utilities included. (310) 395-
RENT www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA office space, 400 sq. 
ft. street parking, laundry on site, wa-
ter included, $800. Call Mike at 310-
395-6618
SANTA MONICA studio $750/mo 1bath 
+Loft. Refrigerator, stove, patio, new 
carpets, no pets. (310) 395-RENT 
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA studio $750/mo 1bath 
+ Loft, refrigerator, stove patio, new 
carpets, no pets. (310) 395-RENT 
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA studio $825/mo. 
1bath, refrigerator, stove, hardwood 
floors, no pets, large kitchen. 
(310) 395-RENT. www.westsideren-
tals.com
SANTA MONICA, $1050 1bdrm 1bath, 
upper, refrigerator, stove carpets, 
parking included. (310) 395-RENT 
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA, 2 bedroom apart-
ment, 800 sq. ft, parking available, 
laundry on site, water included. Call 
Mike at 310-395-6618

FOR RENT
SANTA MONICA, single apartment, 
400 square feet, street parking, laun-
dry on site, water included. $799. Call 
Mike at 310-395-6618

SPACIOUS 1 bedroom, 1 bath  with 
large courtyard, swimming pool, 4 
blocks to the beach. Off street park-
ing, laundry room, quiet neighbor-
hood. 1 year lease, no pets. $1100. 
310-466-9256
VENICE BEACH 1 bedroom with Ocean 
View in Tudor Style building. Great lo-
cation, 1/2 block to the beach. 1 year 
lease, no pets. All utilities paid. 39 
Sunset. 310-401-0027
VENICE BEACH sunny Studio 1 block 
from the beach. Hardwood floors and 
full kitchen. Very clean, CA building. 1 
year lease, no pets. (310)466-9256 
$875.
VENICE BEACH, 36 Rose Ave. Com-
pletely renovated upper, 1BR w/ 
French doors. 1/2 block to beach, 
hardwood floors, new kitchen, light & 
bright. 1yr lease, no pets. $1495 (310) 
466-9256
VENICE/S.M LARGE studio 62+ only. 
$935/mo 2 blocks to beach, security, 
pool. (310)261-2093
VENISE BEACH commercial space at 
1301 Main St., Great floor plan, pri-
vate patio, lot parking available. 
$1450 One year lease (310) 466-9256
WESTCHESTER MOVE-IN Special 
$300. 7825 Yorktown PL. 4bed/2bath 
House $2500/mo (310) 578-7512
WESTWOOD BACHELOR 617 1/2 Mid-
vale Unit #3, 1bath, frig, carpet, mi-
cro, blinds, utilities included. No park-
ing or pets. $695/mo (310) 578-7512
WESTWOOD VILLAGE adj. 10662 Lind-
brook Dr. 4bd, 3.5 ba House north of 
Wilshire in prime location. Hardwood 
floors, lots of charm, very private 
yard. 2 car garage. Must see to ap-
preciate. 1 year lease, $4200. (310) 
804-7460.

HOUSES FOR RENT
VENICE! GRAND Blvd 1920’s 
Funky/Arty 1bdrm house w/service 
porch, Attic: 15X40ft Avail/10/1 
Pet’s/OK $1725 (310) 399-7955

ROOMMATES
ROOM FOR Rent in the heart of Santa 
Monica on 17th Street $600  310-
428-1608

COMMERCIAL LEASE
NAI CAPITAL Commercial
(310)440-8500

Christina S. Porter
Vice President

310-440-8500 x.104

Flex Space for Lease
1610 Colorado Ave. SM

Approximately 8,800 SF divisible to
4,400. $1.00 - $1.35 psf, nnn

(310) 806-6104

NEAR SMC 3RM Commercial 
Office,870 sq/ft upper in free standing
building. Central air, heat, quiet, clean
w/garden setting. 310-450-9840
PACIFIC PALISADES Village 1,000 
Sq/ft 3 offices, sub-lease, 2 years. 
Furnished or unfurnished.
Call Rick at 310-459-6256;
310-466-906601563570
SANTA MONICA 1334Lincoln Blvd. 
750 sq/ft $1500/mo Includes utilities, 
private patio & parking   D.Keasbey  
(310)477-3192
SMALL OFFICE at the Central Tower 
building. 1424 4th Street $550/mo in-
cludes utilities/cleaning 310-276-
3313
WLA UPPER Front Office
11906 Wilshire includes utilities,
janitorial & security. $650-$795 
310-569-4200

REAL ESTATE
I BUY HOUSES-Avoid Foreclosure & 
possibly stay in your home. Call me 
today! 310-917-1086
ANTHONY’S RESTAURANT EL SE-
GUNDO – City landmark comes with 
land, improvements and business. 22 
year lease left on parking lot and pa-

REAL ESTATE
tio. $2,000 per month with no in-
creases. Gross business. $575,000 
annually offered at $1,099,000 (310) 
864-9034

BRAND NEW RETAIL LOFT - El Se-
gundo -  Live/work in the heart of 
town. Approx. 2900 sq. ft. unit. Roof-
top deck, stonework throughout. 
$899,000 El Segundo – 135 Standard 
-  Two contiguous corner lots approx. 
7,000 sq.ft. build up to 4,100 sq. ft. 
Perfect for office building or small 
business. $699,000 (310) 396-1947
BRAND NEW RETAIL LOFT - El Se-
gundo -  Live/work in the heart of 
town. Approx. 2900 sq. ft. unit. Roof-
top deck, stonework throughout. 
$899,000 El Segundo – 135 Standard 
-  Two contiguous corner lots approx. 
7,000 sq.ft. build up to 4,100 sq. ft. 
Perfect for office building or small 
business. $699,000 (310) 396-1947

BULLDOG REALTORS
1501 Main Street, suite 106 Venice, CA 90291

ince@bulldogrealtors.com

TIRED OF RENTING?
CALL LORI DAVETTE INCE

Specializing in
first time buyers

LORI DAVETTE INCE
(310) 380-0830
CELL: (310) 503-3482

DOUGLAS PARK condo. 3bdrm 3bath 
town home, end unit. Fireplace, gaited 
building, wet bar, w/d hookups. New 
carpet, 2 secured and covered park-
ing spaces. $637K. Agent (714) 743-
3252.
EL SEGUNDO – 135 Standard contig-
uous corner lots. Approx. 7,000 sq. ft. 
Build up to 4,100 sq. ft. Perfect for of-
fice building or small business. 
$699,000 (310) 864-9034
EL SEGUNDO - 6 Unit building, two-
bed, 1ba each. 8 garages, income 
$102,000. Completely remodeled with 
custom finishes. All tenant occupied. 
$1,399,000 (310) 396-1947
EL SEGUNDO - 6 Unit building, two-
bed, 1ba each. 8 garages, income 
$102,000. Completely remodeled with 
custom finishes. All tenant occupied. 
$1,399,000 (310) 396-1947
HERMOSA BEACH Shopping Center 
Anchored by a major restaurant. Cen-
ter includes medical group, salon, Pi-
lates studio, boutique, office suites. 
6% cap rate $7,050,000 (310) 396-
1947
HERMOSA BEACH Shopping Center 
Anchored by a major restaurant. Cen-
ter includes medical group, salon, Pi-
lates studio, boutique, office suites. 
6% cap rate $7,050,000 (310) 396-
1947

HOBBS

11 Units in Santa Monica on
11th near Broadway

$2,300,000

7 Units in Mid-Wilshire
4-(2+1) & 3-(1+1)  $815,000

6 Units, La Cienega & I-10
Renovated 5-(3+2) $1,100,000

Hobbs or Tony Agts.

(310) 826-2221 x220

INCOME PROPERTIES

SANTA MONICA 1524 10th Street 
1bdrm condo. $399K. Move-in condi-
tion. Call Cavanaugh Realtors 
(310) 839-7161

REAL ESTATE
MANHATTAN BEACH – New Listing 
24,000 square feet of land, prime lo-
cation, signalized corner. Fantastic 
opportunity! Just reduced! 
$2,125,000 Anthony’s Restaurant - El 
Segundo City Landmark comes with 
land, improvements, and business. 22 
year lease left on parking lot and pa-
tio. $2,000 per month with no in-
creases Gross business. $575,000 
annually. $1,099,000 (310) 396-1947

MANHATTAN BEACH – New Listing 
24,000 square feet of land, prime lo-
cation, signalized corner. Fantastic 
opportunity! Just reduced! 
$2,125,000 Anthony’s Restaurant - El 
Segundo City Landmark comes with 
land, improvements, and business. 22 
year lease left on parking lot and pa-
tio. $2,000 per month with no in-
creases Gross business. $575,000 
annually. $1,099,000 (310) 396-1947
MANHATTAN BEACH Prime N. Sepul-
veda 5,500 square feet of office 
space, 42 parking spaces, liquor store 
& gym. Approx 5 Acre Lot Just re-
duced! $2,450,000 (310)396-1947
MANHATTAN BEACH Prime N. Sepul-
veda 5,500 square feet of office 
space, 42 parking spaces, liquor store 
& gym. Approx 5 Acre Lot Just re-
duced! $2,450,000 (310)396-1947
MARY NAHID

BRENTWOOD $1,950,000 – Surprising
quiet house 3 bdrm 21/2 ba completely
remodeled w/ hardwood floors beauti-
ful landscaped front & back. Viking
Appliances. Custom Stone driveway.
Open Saturday and Sunday 2PM-5PM.
CALL 310-454-9337

12611 W. Sunset Blvd., Los Angeles CA 90049

Very aggresive rates

30 year fixed 5.75%

10 year/1 arm 5.375%

7 year/1 arm 5.125%

5 year/1 arm 4.75%

3 year/1 arm 4.25%

1 year/1 arm 3.25%

6 mos./6 mo. arm 2.875%

1 mo./1 mo. arm 1.250%

* Rates subject to change

Licensed California Broker #01218743

Pac West
Mortgage

2206 LINCOLN BLVD SANTA MONICA

(310) 392-9223
1(888) FOR-LOAN

PLAYA DEL REY – Beach Port – 8500 
Falmouth #3316. One bed, One bath, 
plus loft. Overlooking gardens, sun-
sets on the deck,limestone and black 
granite floor. High vaulted ceilings. 
Walk to the beach and shopping. 
Open sunday 1-4pm. (310) 864-9034

PLAYA DEL REY – Beach Port – 8500 
Falmouth #3316. One bed, One bath, 
plus loft. Overlooking gardens, sun-
sets on the deck,limestone and black 
granite floor. High vaulted ceilings. 
Walk to the beach and shopping. 
Open sunday 1-4pm. (310) 864-9034

WESTSIDE BUYERS!
Would you like to find your new house 
from the comforts of your own 
home?Free Recorded Message- 1-
877-545-2201 ID#2001

REAL ESTATE

PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT

RENTALS  AVAILABLE

NO PETS ALLOWED

SANTA MONICA

1111 17
th

St. $1995
2 bed, 11⁄2 baths, new 

carpet, townhouse 
style, garage

843 18
th

St. $2450
Spacious, front unit, 

2 bed, 2 bath, dishwasher

OFFICE SPACE
2812 S.M. Blvd. $9500

4750 SF, upper level, 
12 parking, negotiable terms

WEST LA
WESTWOOD

1723 Westgate, WLA, $725
Lower bachelor, hot plate 

& fridge, laundry room

18856 Rochester,
WLA, $1150 

Upper 1 bed, fridge & stove,
dishwasher, balcony

1240 Saltair, WLA, $1550
Upper 2 bed, 2 bath, new
carpet, linoleum & blinds

SALES • RENTALS 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

FOR MORE LISTINGS GO TO
WWW.ROQUE-MARK.COM

ROQUE &
MARK Co.

2802 Santa Monica Blvd.

310-828-7525

SHOPPING CENTER IN HAWTHORNE
– $11,600 Gross, Low Rents, Long 
Term tenants $1,299,000 (310) 864-
9034
WESTSIDE ZERO-DOWN Payment 
Lovely 3bd 2ba homes. Quiet 
streets,$750K-1.2M Free recorded 
message 800-577-7489ext3001 Kel-
ler Williams Realty Sunset

STORAGE SPACE
SANTA MONICA space for rent. 
440sqft. Suitable for storage or work-
shop. $700 (310) 393-4544
WLA 3-CAR Garage-Storage 
Only $500/mo 310-391-8880 

MASSAGE
75MIN FOR $100 Deep tissue and 
Swedish Reflexology- Home or Office. 
9yrs experience. Jon (310) 709-4623
ARE YOU a Therapist who would like 
to trade Non-Sexual bodywork? Paul 
310-741-1901
BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal your 
body, mind, spirit.  Therapeutic, 
Swedish, Deep-tissue. Energy balanc-
ing. Strictly non-sexual. Introductory 
specials from $50.00/1hr. Lynda, 
L.M.T. (310)749-0621
DEEP TISSUE Bodywork $40/hr Swed-
ish & Thai Included. Non-Sexual. Paul.  
310.741.1901.
EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong and ten-
der relaxing bodywork by mature Eu-
ropean. Professional Lady Sonja 
(310)397-0433.
FULL BODY Swedish to light fingertip 
massage by classy European thera-
pist. Serious callers only. (310)826-
7271.

MASSAGE
MASSAGEFULL BODY

SWEDISH STYLE
DEEP TISSUE
GOOD HANDS

CELL: (818) 624-7406
OFFICE: (323) 241-0266

OCEAN THERAPY: Nice relaxing mas-
sage Spanish & Asian Staff (310)899-
3709.
PRIVATE PAMPERING & Full Body 
Massage by Layla-outcalls 310-757-
0232
RELAXING LIGHT touch therapy by Mi-
chael. Outcall (310) 570-8752

RELAXING SHIATSU/SWEDISH mas-
sage by Lilli (310) 746-7293

REVITALIZE & Rejuvenate. Body, Mind 
& Spirit with an exquisite full body 
Swedish/Deep-tissue massage.Laura 
(310)394-2923(310)569-0883.
THAI YOGA & Swedish Massage
by Thai Ladies. Non-Sexual Only
$45/hr www.phthaiyogamassage.
com Call (310) 645-2702
THERAPEUTIC RELAXING massage. 
Swedish and Deep Tissue. Call Cyn-
thia (310)397-0199
THERAPEUTIC RELAXING massage. 
Swedish and Deep Tissue. Call Cyn-
thia (310)397-0199
UTOPIA IS only a phone call away. 
CMT Have table will travel. Joy 
(310) 464-7187

ANNOUNCEMENTS
HOMESTAY SERVICESHOST

INT’L STUDENTS!!!
short term / long term

COMPENSATION FULL PAY

OK, CALL TODAY!!!

310-393-5337
ALZHEIMER’S SUPPORT GROUP
meeting. Last Wednesday of the 
month; at Sunrise Assisted Living, 
Pacific Palisades call (310)573-
9545/Linda.

BUSINESS OPPS
ABSOLUTE GOLDMINE! 60 Vending 
machines with excellent locations all 
for $10,995. (800)234-6982.

YARD SALES
ESTATE SALE Friday/Saturday 9/17-
9/18, 8am 2424 Ocean Park Blvd., #5.  
Furniture, appliances, lots more! 
FURNITURE! ELECTRONICS! Clothing! 
Saturday & Sunday. 2273 29th Street. 
7am Sharp to 4pm
GARAGE SALE 127 Strand street, San-
ta Monica 8am to 2pm 9/18-9/19

GIANT BOOK Sale! Sat 9/18 8-1 2225 
Ocean Park.

GIANT BOOK sale. Thousands of new 
titles $1. 8am-Noon 627 9th Street in 
the alley Saturday.
MULTI FAMILY Estate sale. Antiques, 
furniture, and tons more! 843 16th 
Street. Saturday 9/18 8am-1pm. 

HEALTH/BEAUTY
DR. LUCAS
Chiropractic &
Accupuncture

Victoria D. Lucas
D.C., LAc. QME

Vita Wellness
MAXIMUM FAMILY CARE IN ONE LOCATION

310-449-1222
2222 Santa Monica Blvd.• Ste. 203 • Santa Monica, CA 90404

SALON AT the beach. Rooms for rent! 
Stylist, skin care, electrolysis & other 
related services. (310) 577-3079
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SONKI FITNESS HAWAII FITNESS VACATION
(Nov 20 - 27, 2004)

You will not only get in better shape but also
have more fun than you could ever imagine!

www.SonkiFitness.com
310-260-2518

HEALTH/BEAUTY

MEDICAL MARIJUANA
REFERRALS

Doctor Referrals. 
Dispensary locations. 
Call us. We can help. 
Green Medicine Group 

(323) 243-8158
www.greenmedicalgroup.org

FITNESS
YOGA FOR Seniors, Retired  people & 
beginners. Private lessons, Tatiana 
310-266-0482

FITNESS FITNESS
DECAF FOR the Soul

Decaf for the Body & Soul
Cool out after work with Yoga
Relax and work out those kinks after your work day

(and miss the rush hour traffic)
Tuesday Evenings  6:00-7:15pm
First class is free Please call to reserve your space.

Tricia Schaumann SM Center Healing Arts
7TH & Arizona (310) 612-3239

FITNESS
STATE OF the Heart

Exercise Classes
Personal Training

310.842.5657
www.stateoftheheartfitness.com

LOST & FOUND
$1000.00 REWARD! for black DELL 
notebook computer. No questions 
asked. Lost 9/14 26th/Wilshire 
(310) 617-9641.

PERSONALS

TALK TO a model, 24 hrs. (310)786-
8400, (818)264-1906,(213)259-
1902, (949)722-2222. $15/15 min. 
cc/check ok. www.USLove.com❤❤
Talk to a Model 24hrs.

310-786-8400
818-264-1906
213-259-1902
949-722-2222
$10/17 min.

ATM/CC/Checks by phone
www.USLove.com

PPrroommoottee  yyoouurr    bbuussiinneessss  iinn  tthhee  SSaannttaa  MMoonniiccaa

SERVING MEDICARE
HOME-BOUND RECIPIENTS
ACROSS SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

door2doordrs.com
1-866-DOC-TO-ME (1-866-362-8663)

BRINGING HOUSE CALLS
BACK TO SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

SERVICES
A.C. CONSTRUCTION com-
mercial & residential remodel. 
Honest and Reliable. Free esti-
mates. Call (310)278-5380. 
Fax: (310)271-4790. Lic# 
801884 Fully insured.

A/C CONSTRUCTION
Beverly Hills/Beverlywood

General Contractor
Residential Remodel &

Home Improvement
Honest • Reliable

FREE ESTIMATES
— Sabbath Observed—

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

BEST MOVERSBEST MOVERS
No job too small

2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ.

Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193  (310) 300-9194

CARPET
CLEANING

top of the line equipment
baby-safe cleaners

on time/satisfaction guaranteed
“Old School steam cleaning with 

top of the line equipment”

Blue Ribbon Carpet Cleaning
locally owned and operated 

310-729-2931

CONTEXT DESIGN
Ph: (626)806-6017

RESIDENTIAL/RETAIL
COMMERCIAL 

New construction, 
major additions,

remodels, space planning, 
tenant improvements. 

We are a full service design firm. 

MOVING & Hauling, No job too small
818-832-3957

DIAMOND RED PAINTING “A Profes-

SERVICES
sional Painting Contractor” 
License#809274 dennisstankie@ya-
hoo.com 818-420-9565(Pager) 818-
415-5189 After 8pm

DONT HAVE TIME TO CLEAN YOUR 
HOUSE? I DO! Meticulous, thorough, &
honest housecleaner to take the 
burden off of you. Available on 
weekends and some mornings.
Call 310-365-1753

ESKANDARI STONEGRANITE COUNTERTOPS
18’ TRAVERTINE $3/SQFT

UP TO 50% LESS
THAN HOME DEPOT!!!!

ESKANDARISTONE.COM (310) 945-5799

GET ORGANIZED! For filing 
system set-ups, unpacking from 
major move, uncluttering clos-
ets and other home/office paper 
management problems, etc. 
Hire a professional organizer. 
Call Christine Cohen. (310)274-
4988
Member: National Association 
of Professional Organizers

GET ORGANIZED!
for filing system set-ups,

unpacking from a major move,
uncluttering closets and 
other home/office paper 

management problems, etc.

HIRE A PROFESSIONAL 
ORGANIZER!

Call Christine Cohen:
310-274-4988

Member: National Association of Professional Organizers

HOME THEATER AND MUSIC:
system design, installation and trou-
bleshooting. 16 years experience with 
audio/video systems, satellite, cable, 
telephone and computer networks. 
(310)450-6540.

“JENNY CAN CLEAN-IT”
fast, reliable. We take care of 
your cleaning, own transporta-
tion. $40 (818)705-0297.

LOVING CARE of children. 25yrs expe-
rience. References. Local area only. 
Mary (310) 392-9504

STEVE’S DISCOUNT Plumb-
ing

Steve’s
DISCOUNT
PLUMBING
DRAINS • HEAT

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

(310) 439-7771 ALL PRICES NEGOTIABLE

Lic.#759420
All Work

Guaranteed
24
HOUR

15% OFF WITH THIS AD

SERVICES

BONDED AND INSURED

CLEANING AMERICAN
HOMES SINCE 1979

(310) 673-2443

NOTICE TO
READERS:

California  law requires that 
contractors taking jobs that
total $500 or more (labor or 

materials) be licensed by the 
Contractors State License 

Board. State law also requires 
that contractors include their

license number on all 
advertising. You can check the 

status of your licensed 
contractor at www.cslb.ca.gov 
or 800-321-CSLB. Unlicensed 

contractors taking jobs that
total less than $500 must state

in their advertisements that 
they are not licensed by the 
Contractors State License 

Board.

ONE HOUR Alterations, 
hemming, jeans, pants, skirts, etc. 
Made by professional Call
Michael (310) 980-2674 
PAINTING TOP QUALITY  A&A 
custom,Interior And Exterior . Free 
Quote. Jeff Arrieta (310)560-9864.

PAINTING/WALLPAPER
PAINTING, Wallpaper Removal & In-
stallation, Wall Texturing, Free Esti-
mates! Glenn’s Wall Service  310-
686-8505

QUEENS OF Clean! Quality service. Ex-
perienced and reliable. Owner operat-
ed. (323) 359-8384. Mona
WEDDING OFFICIANT. Specializes in 
inter faith and non denominational 
ceremonies. Rev. Donna Horowitz 
PHD. (310) 640-9638

SERVICES
WHEN YOU Get Ready To Fix 
Up, Call Us!Ned Parker Con-
struction Painting, Carpentry, 
Roofing, Concrete, Electrical
Bonded And Insured Lic # 
658986 323)871-8869

When You Get Ready to Fix Up, Call Us!

NED PARKER 
CONSTRUCTION

Bonded & Insured • Lic#658-486
PAINTING • CARPENTRY • ROOFING

CONCRETE • ELECTRICAL

323.871.8869
WINDOW CLEANING,
Professional, Residential & 
Commercial, Free Estimate! 
Specializing in Luxury Homes
310-709-1257

professionals
Residential and Commercial

FREE Estimates 

Specializing in Luxury Homes!

(310) 709-1257

WINDOW CLEANING

COMPUTER SERVICES
COMPUTER HELP: Your office or 
home. Typing, tutorial, Microsoft 
Word, Excel, Access, internet naviga-
tion, software installation. Also, notary 
public services. (310) 207-3366

DBURNSDESIGN

PC NICHOLSMACINTOSH
Computer Consulting
by PC NICHOLS

Member of the Apple
Consultants Network.
Troubleshooting, installations
and reliable service in west
L.A. for over 15 years.

Call Phil:
(310) 488-3668

ATTORNEY SERVICES

INCORPORATIONS
310-936-6577

Your ad could run here!
✆ Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Your ad could run here!
✆ Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737

Your ad could run here!
✆ Call us today at (310) 458-7737

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING CONDITIONS :REGULAR RATE: $3.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20¢ per word per
day. Ad must run a minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, ital-
ics, centered lines, etc. cost extra. Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do
not issue credit after an ad has run more than once. DEADLINES: 4:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for
Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 4:00 p.m. PAYMENT: All private party ads must be pre-paid. We accept
checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday
through Friday, (310)458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press, P.O. Box
1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406 or stop in at our office located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Ste. 202. OTHER RATES:
For information about the professional services directory or classified display ads, please call our office at (310)458-7737.



A D V E R T I S E M E N T

SANTA MONICA RESIDENTS ...

SANTA MONICA FORD IS THE
We are currently the #1 volume Ford dealership in the U.S.A. *based on a combination
of retail and fleet sales and to maintain this distinction we MUST not lose your business.
It is imperative you contact us before you purchase that next Ford.

SANTA MONICA 1230 Santa Monica Blvd. • 310.451-1588

If you purchased elsewhere ... you probably paid too much!

HAVE WE GOT SERVICE DEALS FOR YOU!

Tire Rotation & 
Brake Inspection

$19.95

Inspect brake friction material, caliper operation,
rotors, drums, hoses and connections. Inspect park-
ing brake for damage and proper operation. Rotate

and inspect four tires. Dual-rear-wheel 
vehicle extra. See Service Advisor for details.

Must mention this ad at time of write up. Taxes extra. 
Expires 09/30/04

4-wheel alignment
& Tire Inspection

$69.95

Check and adjust camber and toe. Check tread
depth and condition all four tires. Additional parts
and labor may be required on some vehicles. See

Service Advisor for details.

Must mention this ad at time of write up. Taxes extra. 
Expires 09/30/04

2-wheel alignment
& Tire Inspection

$39.95

Check and adjust camber and toe. Check tread
depth and condition all four tires. Additional parts
and labor may be required on some vehicles. See

Service Advisor for details.

Must mention this ad at time of write up. Taxes extra.
Expires 09/30/04

Minor Service
for only $39.95

Oil Change & Oil Filter Replacement, Lube Hinges, 
Latches & Applicable Chassis Parts, Silicone Protection 
of Window Weather Strips, Check Fluid Levels & Top Off 

to Factory Specifications, Inspect Cooling System, Hoses 
& Belts, Check Running Lights for Proper Operation, 

Check Suspension System, Inspect Exhaust System for 
Corrosion, Inspect & Rotate Tires, Adjust Pressures, 

Multi-Point Inspection Report Card

Must mention this ad at time of write up. 
Excludes diesels & HD “E” & “F” series vehicles/OP code PMinor.

Expires 09/30/04

$9.95 
COOLING SYSTEM

INSPECTION
Inspect radiator for leaks, Check hoses, clamps and belts.

Pressure test system for leaks.

Offer valid with coupon. Taxes extra.
Expires 09/30/04

Santa Monica Ford
will meet or beat any

OEM tire price 
10% OFF any body repair over $2500

10% OFF of parts purchased 
from the parts dept.

#1 VOLUME FORD
DEALER IN THE U.S.A.*

0% FINANCING ON APPROVED CREDIT ON SELECTED VEHICLES IN LIUE
OF REBATES LONG TERM FINANCING AVAILABLE.


