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BY MELODY HANATANI
Daily Press Staff Writer

CENTINELA AVENUE A new chapter of
affordable living soon begins in an otherwise
unaffordable area for three dozen low-
income families.

Community Corporation of Santa
Monica, one of the largest local builders of
affordable housing, is putting the finishing
touches on a new apartment complex on the
city’s eastern border.

The latest in a series of projects to have
opened in the past year by the nonprofit
organization, the development is comprised
of six different, three-story buildings that
each have a half dozen apartments, consist-
ing altogether a mix of two and three-bed-
room units.

The project, located on the 2400 block of
Centinela Avenue, was built on a consolidat-
ed parcel that once held an 11-unit apart-
ment building and a 1930s era motel that
was later converted into rental housing,

including — illegally — several of the car-
ports. The development is called Tahiti,
which was the name of the apartment it
replaced.

CCSM purchased the two lots in the ear-
lier part of the decade with the hopes of
rehabilitating both properties, eventually
opting for reconstruction after concluding it
would be more cost efficient.

“Because of the changes in insurance
requirements and the requirements on how
to bring it up to code, we decided to change

course,” Joan Ling, the executive director of
the nonprofit, said.

The project, which broke ground 20
months ago, cost approximately $14.6 mil-
lion, roughly $5.5 million of which came
from City Hall.

The building is expected to be ready for
move-in by the end of the month. CCSM is
currently in the process of selecting tenants,
who will pay anywhere from $600-$1,000 for

An affordable place to dwell
Community Corp. apartments near completion along Santa Monica border

SEE HOUSING PAGE 10

GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY Brandon Wise brandonw@smdp.com
Olympic swimmer Jason Lezak shows William Melara, 9, the two medals he won at the 2008 Beijing Summer Olympics. Lezak, who won gold
and bronze medals, was at the Santa Monica-UCLA Medical Center on Monday morning talking with kids about his experiences abroad. "I Love
inspiring kids and making a difference in their lives," Lezak said.

(Editor’s note: This story is part of an ongoing series
that tracks the city’s expenditures appearing on
upcoming Santa Monica City Council consent agendas.
Consent agenda items are routinely passed by the
City Council with little or no discussion from elected
officials or the public. However, many of the items
have been part of public discussion in the past.)

BY MELODY HANATANI
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITY HALL Following concerns about service
quality and slower response time with the
new dispatch center, the Santa Monica Fire
Department will begin evaluating alterna-
tives to possibly make another switch.

The City Council tonight will consider
approving a $95,000 study that will evaluate
different fire dispatching and communica-
tion service options. The expenditure is part
of an extensive $2.9 million spending pack-
age that the council is expected to approve in
its first meeting since July.

Response time has been a concern since
the SMFD contracted with the Los Angeles
Fire Department Regional Dispatch Center
in January 2007 to handle all 911 calls, a
move that was expected to expand the capa-
bility to address emergency situations in
Santa Monica where the department in the

SMFD asks for
$95K to study
dispatch options

SEE CONSENT PAGE 9



A newspaper with issues

For more information on any of the events listed, log on to smdp.com and click the “Events” tab for the given day’s calendar.

Write away
2101 Ocean Park Blvd., Noon — 2 p.m.

Inspiration, guidance, direction, and support are offered for all writers every Tuesday at the
Fairview Branch Library. For more information, call (310) 450-0443.

Story time for two’s
2442 Main St., 10 a.m. — 11 a.m.

Come and join Mr. Jesse for a lively session of music, rhymes, stories and puppets.  Registration is
required.  Call (310) 392-3804 for more information.

Russian Mrs. Roosevelt
1011 11th St., 1:30 p.m. — 2:30 p.m.

Azerbaijani film-maker Rauf Khalilova will capture for posterity Dr. Sofia Gelman’s reading of her
own translation of Mrs. Roosevelt, the one-act play and film treatment by playwright Glenn

Hopkins at the Senior Villa at Upward Bound House.  Admission is free but seating is limited.  For
more information, call (310) 478-7379.

Viva Mexico
1445 Fourth St., 7:30 p.m. — midnight

Border Grill Santa Monica and Partida Tequila invite you to celebrate Mexican Independence Day
with a creative selection of handmade margaritas, accompanied by an inspired five-course tasting
menu featuring the bold flavors of Mexico.  Admission is $75 per person for a 5-course tasting

menu.  Call (310) 451-1655 for information and to make reservations.

Do-si-do & swing your partner
16th St. and Marine, 7:30 p.m. — 9:30 p.m.

Enroll in a square and line dance class at the Marine Park auditorium sponsored by the Red
Ribbons Square Dance Club of Santa Monica.  The 8-week class costs $42 for Santa Monica resi-
dents and $46 for all others.  For more information call (310) 312-0410 or (310) 395-4042.  Enroll

online at www.recenroll.smgov.net.

All about Death Valley
402 Santa Monica Blvd., 7 p.m. — 8 p.m.

Learn from REI’s expert staff about the hidden canyons and out-of-the-way sand dunes of Death
Valley National Park.  REI’s staff will share their tips & tricks, as well as some amazing pictures to
get you ready for your own adventure in Death Valley. You’ll know all the best places to go and

how to get there after this clinic and side show.  Call (310) 458-4370 for more information.

Wednesday, Sept. 17, 2008
Kicking it with Kiwanis
1332 Sixth St., Noon — 1:30 p.m. 

Join members of the Santa Monica Kiwanis Club for their weekly luncheon where quests connect
and hear from a rotating panel of speakers. The club has been serving the needs of the community

and its children since 1922. For more information, call (310) 613-1249.

Heal your body
1844 Lincoln Blvd., 6 p.m. — 7:30 p.m.

Come for free energy Pranic Healing for asthma, arthritis, cancer, addictions, depression, and pho-
bias with Master Choa Kok Sui at the Kathmandu Boutique. The no-touch, painless, and effective
healing art helps the body to repair itself. This healing treatment is offered as a service to the

community, and all are welcome with no appointments necessary. For more information, call (310)
396-4036.

Workouts for teens
3026 Nebraska Ave., 3:30 p.m. — 5 p.m.

Max offers two daily classes teaching teens how to exercise and eat properly in a cool and fun
environment. They get to hang out afterwards in the wi-fi lounge, play Nintendo Wii, or simply surf

the Internet. For information, call (310) 867-1650.

Getting the 411
1715 Olympic Blvd., 6:30 p.m. — 8:30 p.m.

Meet representatives from 50 independent elementary schools in the LA area at an information fair
held at Crossroads Elementary School.  Just in time for the upcoming admissions season, this is an

excellent opportunity for parents of prospective students entering kindergarten in Sept. 2009.
Call (310) 828-1196 for more information.

Life like it’s golden
1704 Montana Ave., 7 p.m. — 8:30 p.m.

Join the discussion of Doris Lessing’s “The Golden Notebook” at the Montana Ave. Branch Library.

For your support 
2200 Santa Monica Blvd., 6:30 p.m. — 8 p.m.

The Neuro-Endocrine Tumor Center’s Pituitary Patient Support Group is held bi-monthly at the John
Wayne Cancer Institute, in Santa Monica.  Our speakers are medical experts and we address an
array of pituitary hormonal topics. Our meetings are free and we welcome anyone affected by a
pituitary tumor and/or hormonal disorder, friends and family.  For more information, please visit

online at www.neuro-endo.org or contact group facilitator, Sharmyn McGraw at
pituitarybuddy@hotmail.com  or by phone (949) 515-9595.
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TAXES • BOOKKEEPING • STARTUP

SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA
(310) 395-9922

1000 Wilshiree Blvd.,, Suitee 1800
Santaa Monicaa 90401

SMALL
BUSINESS
STARTUP?

LET ME HELP YOU SUCCEED

BY DAILY PRESS STAFF 

DOWNTOWN The union representing city
employees is backing a measure on the
November ballot that would amend the cur-
rent Utility Users Tax on telephone services,
something which City Hall believes is neces-
sary to protect roughly $12 million in fund-
ing.

The Coalition of Santa Monica City
Employees, which represents over 1,500
non-sworn workers, announced its support
for Proposition SM on Monday.

“By changing the existing UUT,
Proposition SM protects vital city services
for all residents and city employees,” said
coalition representative Lauralee Asch.
“Santa Monica could lose up to $12 million
in revenue, which would not only hurt
essential community programs but also
decrease public safety. The coalition is
strongly committed to ensuring that
Proposition SM passes on Nov. 4.”

The UUT was first adopted in 1969. The
current tax rate is 10 percent. The revenues
from this tax are deposited into City Hall’s
general fund and pay for services such as
police, fire and paramedic and for city pro-
grams including those in recreation, the
environment and the schools.

Since the existing law was written nearly
40 years ago, its language does not match the
many changes in communication services
and technology that have occurred since.

The existing UUT law relies for its inter-
pretation and enforcement on definitions
and policies created over many years under
the Federal Excise Tax. This federal law was
repealed two years ago. The repeal compli-
cates interpretation and enforcement of the
existing UUT. One result of both the repeal
of the federal law and the age of the existing
UUT law is that not all persons or business-
es are being taxed the same even if they use
the same or similar equipment or services.

Also, since the repeal, some California
cities, with utility tax ordinances almost
identical to the city’s, have been sued because
the repeal led to disputes on how to apply
these cities’ laws to current communication
services and technology.

Should City Hall be sued, or should a
decision be reached in one of these lawsuits
that affects how the city’s law is applied, the

SEE ENDORSEMENT PAGE 10

City Hall rank
and file back
user utility tax

BY DAILY PRESS STAFF 

LOUISVILLE, Ky. The University of
Louisville could face sanctions from its
accrediting agency if an internal investiga-
tion shows former Santa Monica-Malibu
Superintendent John Deasy was improperly
awarded a doctorate degree.

The Courier-Journal of Louisville report-
ed last week that by awarding a doctoral
degree to Deasy, who was enrolled for only
one semester, U of L violated the rules of the
Commission on Colleges of the Southern
Association of Colleges and Schools.

Belle S. Wheelan, president of the com-
mission, told the newspaper that if U of L is
found to be out of compliance, her agency
could put the university “on warning or pro-
bation” or revoke its accreditation, although
she said the last option would be highly
unlikely.

U of L President James Ramsey appoint-
ed a committee last week to investigate how
Deasy, who left Santa Monica-Malibu in

2006 to become head of schools for Prince
George’s County, qualified for the advanced
degree, even though he apparently was on
campus for only one semester. University
rules specify a doctoral candidate must study
for two years at U of L, including at last one
year of full-time residency.

The Courier-Journal and WHAS-TV
reported this week that Deasy gave former
education Dean Robert Felner’s research
center a $375,000 contract in 2002.

Felner was Deasy’s adviser and chairman
of his dissertation committee.

Felner resigned in June to take a job in
Wisconsin, but withdrew from that position
after news became public of a federal inves-
tigation into how he spent grant money.
Felner did not respond to questions the
newspaper relayed through his attorney.

Deasy also did not respond to the news-
paper’s phone calls or e-mails seeking com-
ment.

The accrediting commission’s next sched-
uled meeting is in December.

Wheelan said she plans to contact
Ramsey next week “to ask what happened
and what the university is doing about it.”

She said she also will request a written
report.

The National Council for Accreditation
of Teacher Education also will review the
matter as it begins considering reaccredita-
tion of the university’s College of Education
and Human Development next spring, said
James Cibulka, the group’s president.

With rising test scores fueling a sense of
academic progress in Prince George’s
County schools, members of the county
Board of Education praised Deasy’s record
last week and said they would reserve judg-
ment over questions about his doctorate.

Deasy received his doctorate in education
in May 2004 after he completed nine credit
hours of work at the university — equivalent
to one semester — in addition to 77 credit
hours from other schools.

file photo
HAPPIER TIMES: Former Santa Monica-Malibu Superintendent John Deasy was all smiles during a farewell party Santa Monicans threw in 2006.

SEE DEASY PAGE 11

Deasy degree called into question
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OPINIONS EXPRESSED are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters
we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to editor@smdp.com. All letters must include the author’s name and telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices located at 410 Broadway,
Suite B, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.

David Pisarra Send comments to editor@smdp.com

What’s the Point?

IF I ASKED YOU WHAT CALVIN KLEIN,
Donald J. Trump, Kenneth Cole, Geoffrey
Beane, Michael Kors, Sean John, and Joe
Joseph Abboud have in common, most peo-
ple would be able to say they all sound like
males and they are all clothing lines. Just like
DKNY, BCBG, Van Heusen, Arrow, IZOD
Chaps, Timberland and Bass are all respect-
ed American clothing lines.

What most people don’t know is that they
are all, and I mean ALL of them, are owned
by the same company.

These are all brand identities that are
attractive to particular niches in the market-
place. The man who buys a Donald J. Trump
shirt is unlikely to want to buy products
from Sean John and vice versa. It’s called
market segmentation and it allows for a vari-
ety of tastes and needs to be satisfied.

So how did they all come to be owned by
the same company, and why? Well “the mar-
ket” allows that there are economies of scale
to be realized by combining manufacturing
costs. We all know this from our own lives,
it’s just like when you go to the local grocery
store and you can buy two pork chops at $5 a
pound or you can buy 20 pork chops at $3.50
a pound. The problem is that you now have
to deal with the extra 18 pork chops that you
are not going to make for dinner tonight.

These clothing companies take the extra
materials that they are using, and if they
have different brands, they can use the same
materials and make a “ different” shirt with
some styling tweaks, add a different label
and change the packaging. Also, by having
different brands, a company can attract dif-
ferent purchasers, and if they own the brand,
they are not losing sales or customers.

Sometimes this is a really good thing. In
clothing manufacturing, it allows for a compa-
ny like Phillips-Van Heusen to have a more sta-
ble presence in the marketplace of men’s cloth-
ing. Other times, this type of market segmen-
tation can be a dangerous thing, because it can
hide the fact that a company is in trouble.

We are seeing that this week, with the fall
of Lehman Brothers, the once venerable
financial powerhouse, made many invest-
ments, through many subsidiaries, and it was
hard to divine the real status of the company.
It looked great on the outside, but lacked the
infrastructure to support it in times of crisis.

It’s rather like Santa Monica. We are a pic-
turesque city that looks great, but with a limit-
ed infrastructure to support it. Our roads were
laid down in a time when cars, and people, were
smaller.We used to be a sleepy little beach com-
munity, and soon we are going to be a major

retail center on the coast, when Nordstroms
and Bloomingdale’s open as major anchor ten-
ants in the renovated Santa Monica Place.

This coming November there is a resident
sponsored measure to limit the development
of commercial buildings. The proponents
are saying it will help the city, and the oppo-
nents are saying it will destroy the city.

I’m no traffic engineer, I’m not a land use
attorney, I don’t aspire to control how others
can use their land. On the one hand I know
that the traffic in this town is insane and get-
ting worse. On the other, I know that we are
destined to be as crowded a city as London
or New York, the only real question is how
fast we get there.

I haven’t read enough about Proposition
T, as in traffic, to have a clear idea of whether
or not I’m in favor of it. And that’s the prob-
lem, there is much to be read, sifted, collated,
and valued. If I listen to the residents, we have
to do something, now. If I listen to the pro-
development side, we have to do something
now, also, but it is getting government out of
the process and Prop. T is not the answer.

I’m not sure I like either of those choices.
I want more choices, and I want more clari-
ty. I feel like I’m only getting half the story
from both sides, I feel like I am lumped into
a market segment for their purposes. The
hard part is, this is not like buying a shirt, or
investing in a company. This is my home.

The old saying goes, “In the land of the
blind, the one-eyed man is king.” Right now,
I feel like I’m blind, and I don’t know which
‘one-eyed man’ to follow. I’d like to hear
more from my readers on this issue. What do
you think? Who do you believe? Which ‘one-
eyed man’ do you follow, and why?

DAVID PISARRA is a family law attorney focus-
ing on father’s rights and men’s Issues in the
Santa Monica firm of Pisarra & Grist. He can be
reached at dpisarra@pisarra.com or (310) 664-
9969.

In the land of the blind
Pot calling the kettle 
Editor:

It is true, as Ron Lowe mentioned in his latest letter,
that the Democratic Party looks like the one of inclu-
sion, but that is only if you agree with them. Differing
opinions bring on ridicule, scorn and excommunication
from the “tolerant” party. My friends on the Westside
who dared to put Bush or McCain decals or signs on
their cars or houses report their property was vandal-
ized; more, I guess, of Lowe’s “tolerance.” Just a quick,
cursory glance at the members of the current Cabinet
shows some who are Pro-Choice and some who are
Pro-Life, a difference of opinion which would not exist
in the “diverse” Cabinet of Mr. Lowe.

Although they boast of running an African American
for president, the same Democrats pulled together to
defeat Lynn Swan, a black Republican running for gov-
ernor of Pennsylvania.

When Michael Steele, a black conservative, was run-
ning for governor of Maryland, Barack Obama flew in to
speak at African-American schools and organizations
to tell them they should not vote for Steele merely
because of the color of his skin. They should, instead,
examine what he stood for. And yet, when someone
mentions they may not vote for Obama because they
don’t like what he stands for, these same “inclusive”
Democrats will label that person a racist. 

Kevin Skoglund
Santa Monica 

In a state of decay 
Editor:

J.W. Petoria closes his letter to the editor clearly
admitting that Santa Monica is a city in a state of
decay. For too many years, the city has backtracked
from its glory days as a protector of the environment
and has opted for a magnitude of growth that is worthy
of a New York City borough, resulting in an unprece-
dented increase in traffic into and out of Santa Monica.
So much so, that Santa Monica is now clearly recog-
nized as the major influence of Westside gridlock.
Santa Monica is now desperately seeking to have new
arteries built to relieve the existing, now-clogged, arte-
rial streets. Exposition Rail and Subway to the Sea will
only continue to make Santa Monica feel more like New
York City, but apparently Santa Monica cannot handle
the New York load. Protecting established trees from
unnecessary destruction addresses this out-of-control
growth. It certainly also addresses global warming. 

Visiting Santa Monica has become an uncomfortable
adventure of fighting noise and traffic and the
Wednesday Farmers’ Market has been replaced with a
comfortable visit to the Sunday Mar Vista Farmers’
Market. 

The city argues the trees had to be removed for
safety reasons, but one only has to walk or drive in
Downtown Santa Monica to realize how unsafe it has
become. With no usable sidewalks on either side of
some streets due to construction and tree destruction,
pedestrians are forced to walk adjacent to dangerous
traffic. Where is the logic? J.W. Petoria got one thing
correct; Santa Monica is in a state of growth decay.

Martin Rubin
West Los Angeles

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Send comments to editor@smdp.com 
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SSaaffee  ccoommmmuunniittiieess

The Santa Monica Police Department recently
created a new community policing program
that aims to improve communication between
Neighborhood Resource Officers and the city’s
various neighborhoods.

SSoo  tthhiiss  wweeeekk’’ss  QQ--LLiinnee  qquueessttiioonn  aasskkss::
Do you feel the program has made a difference?
Have you come to know who your Neighborhood
Resource Officer is?

CCaallll  ((331100))  228855--88110066  bbeeffoorree  FFrriiddaayy  aatt  55  pp..mm..  aanndd
wwee’’llll  pprriinntt  yyoouurr  aannsswweerrss  iinn  tthhee  wweeeekkeenndd  eeddiittiioonn
ooff  tthhee  DDaaiillyy  PPrreessss..  PPlleeaassee  lliimmiitt  rreessppoonnsseess  ttoo  aa
mmiinnuuttee  oorr  lleessss..

RECYCLE NOW!
WE PAY THE
BEST RATES!

Aluminum       Plastic       Glass       Bi-Metal       Newspaper
CardboardWhite/Color/Computer Paper       Copper & Brass       

Santa Monica Recycling Center
2411 Delaware Avenue in Santa Monica

(310) 453-9677
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MY DENTIST TELLS 
THE WORST JOKES!
(But the laughing gas helps)

DOES THIS  SOUND LIKE YOU?
� Dental Anxiety?
� Advanced Dental Problems
� Just Old Fashion Procrastination

HELP WITHOUT JUDGEMENT IS AVAILABLE
� Nitrous Oxide provided as a courtesy upon request
� Dental Anesthesiologist available for IV sedation

WE ARE A FULL SERVICE DENTAL OFFICE 

and WE ACCEPT DENTAL INSURANCE

� General Dentistry
� Cosmetics
� Implants
� Invisalign orthodontics
� Root Canals
� Periodontics (gums)
� Digital Super Low Radiation x-rays

SANTA MONICA FAMILY DENTISTRY
DR. ALAN RUBENSTE IN
1260 15th ST. SUITE #703

( 3 1 0 )  7 3 6 - 2 5 9 0
WWW.ALANRUBENSTEINDDS.COM

FREE
TEETH WHITENING

a $250.00 VALUE 
With Exam,X-Rays and Cleaning.

Some restrictions may apply. Call for
details. Offer Good for 60 days.

or

$1 EXAM
NEW PATIENTS ONLY
INITIAL EXAM,CONSULATION &

COMPLETE SET OF X-RAYS
Some restrictions may apply.Call for details.
Offer good for 60 Days. #004

Hypnotherapists are not licensed by the state of California as healing arts practitioners; for your benefit and protection, work on some issues may require a written referral
from a licensed physician or mental health professional.

INTERESTED IN ADVERTISING IN THE ONLY LOCAL DAILY PAPER IN SANTA MONICA?

Call us at (310) 458-7737

Ron Scott Smith Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Edge of the West

“DRILL BABY DRILL.”
Are you serious? 
I’m in a serious cold sweat with that catchy

mantra reverberating through a sore head,
rendering me dumbstruck with broken sleep
now for on towards two weeks, or since the end
of that Republican confluence in Minnesota.

“Drill baby drill.”
They chanted it joyfully, ecstatically, mer-

cilessly all throughout  their get-together,
and if drilling something is what rocks your
world so be it, but drilling something is
never, repeat, never, ever worthy of being the
object of a happy chant. Except maybe at a
meeting of rabid dentists.

“Drill baby drill” — the best they could
come up with? And they now sit in the latest
polls some 10 points ahead of the competi-
tion. Please pass the painkillers. The hockey-
mom-fundamentalist walks out on stage to
delirious applause and I’m scared to death
that I’m about to bear witness to the future
leader of the free world bellowing God bless
America in five different tongues.

The hockey-mom-governor, adamant
about no condoms and no sex education in her
Alaskan high schools, speaks to a devout audi-
ence that includes her teenage daughter who is
swollen with an unplanned high school preg-
nancy and the reverent family values bunch
that makes up the core of this suddenly raucous
party insist it is a further measure of the hock-
ey-mom-matriarch’s stellar character because,
papa first dude, I’m keeping my baby. Talk
about if you get a lemon turn it into lemonade?
They’re good, man, they’re very good.

The hockey-mom-rugged-outdoorsman
rules her stage like a rock star, albeit a rifle-
toting, moose-killing, extreme right-wing
rock star. Think Ted Nugent in lipstick.
Make no mistake about it, this lady is here
for one reason, to push this country down
into the guns, God and gays chasm that
every four years splits us open like a gutted
caribou, spilling blood from Alaska all the
way down across the “lower 48,” turning the
electoral map into a sea-to-shining-sea of
red states. My friends, you have been
“Roved” again and you like it.

Speaking of Karl Rove, what’s with the
biggest elephant of all so conspicuously not in
the room? Where are Bush and Cheney? Real
nowhere men, suddenly sitting in their
nowhere land making nowhere plans for

nobody. This is no cold shoulder they’ve got-
ten, this is an Alaskan deep-freeze shoulder
from the very party they rule. The hockey-
mom-princess-warrior does not so much as
acknowledge the existence of either her presi-
dent or the man whose hunting boots she
hopes to fill in the office of the vice. It’s like she
and her G.O.P. minions are running for their
lives from a stalking Freddy Krueger and Jason,
who would surely murder the whole deal.

This can’t be happening, we’re hallucinat-
ing, right? This gang is actually brazen
enough to tell you they want to take over your
nation and mine on the promise of throwing-
the-bums-the-hell-out–of-Washington even
though they’re the bums that have been run-
ning it for the last eight tortuous years. John
McCain has been over there for some three
decades, right in the heart of the mix and
would appear to be exactly one of the bums
he promises to throw the hell out.

He doesn’t know how many houses he
owns while Obama is stuck in his one, yet
Obama is the “elitist” in this Salvador Dali
canvas where what is real is not necessarily real
any more. The poor young black man raised
by a single white mom — admittedly not a
hockey one — in circumstances as far away
from privileged as possible is branded “elitist”
in this bizarro world, where Cindy McCain,
high as a kite, introduces her husband dressed
in “fierce saffron shirt-dress with popped col-
lar, diamond earrings, four-strand pearl neck-
lace, white Chanel watch, and strappy shoes
totaling out at $313,100,” according to the
fashion experts at Vanity Fair.

“Drill baby drill.” This thing should be a
Barrack Obama slam dunk but Barack Obama
lost his mojo and may not be able to get it
back. He gave it away in fact, when he scurried
to that dead zone they call “the center” faster
than a rat off a sinking ship as soon as he got
the nod over Hillary, who by the way would be
taking McCain and the hockey-mom-faux-
feminist apart piece by disingenuous piece
right about now. Barack’s time is eight years
from now, Hillary’s time was now, and the self-
righteous liberals who disdained her so thor-
oughly may well be suffering a severe case of
buyers’ remorse when they wake up on
Wednesday morning, fifth of November.

To reach RON SCOTT SMITH, e-mail him at
edgeofthewest@aol.com.

Bizarro world at
GOP convention
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AS THIS IS WRITTEN, NO DECISION HAD
been reached, at least publicly, about the
Detroit Three’s request for a $50 billion loan
or loan guarantee from, well, from us. Sen.
Carl Levin (D-MI) was at both recent politi-
cal conventions, as were the heads of the
Detroit Three, aggressively pushing this plan.

Remember Sen. Everett Dirksen’s line
about cash? “A billion here and a billion
there, and pretty soon you’re talking about
some real money.” Yes, this is real money.

As just one example: Detroit has to get
very busy, very quickly, in developing their
own versions of the new “clean diesels.”
Volkswagen, Mercedes-Benz, Audi and other
European car makers are bringing them to
the U.S.; their emissions so clean they’ve
been approved by the California Air
Resources Board, with the toughest stan-
dards in the country. Audi and VW will use
the “TDI” designation for their new clean
diesels; Mercedes calls their versions
“BlueTec.”

Asian manufacturers are hopping on the
bandwagon; the 2009 Nissan Maxima is
available with a diesel engine option.

But clean diesels are just one example of
where Detroit must play catch-up.

GM’s Chevrolet and Saturn have
gas/electric hybrids in their showrooms, and
more are planned. GM’s crossover Equinox
hydrogen-fueled fuel cell electric vehicle is
being tested across the country, as is Honda’s
similarly-powered FCX Clarity sedan.

If the money allows GM to bring their
plug-in hybrid Volt concept car to market
late in 2010, that could draw many import-
only buyers back to The General. Volt has a
small on-board gasoline engine (which GM
craftily calls a “generator”) which charges
Volt’s batteries so its wheels, turned by elec-
tric motors, stay turning. GM says Volt’s bat-
teries can be recharged overnight via any
standard 110-volt outlet.

Compared to Ford and Chrysler, though,
GM might as well be “Buck Rogers in the
25th Century.”

In the 2008 Ford line-up, there is one
gas/electric hybrid, found in their Escape
SUV. Their all-new Flex crossover is a won-
derful styling exercise, but stuck with a big
V6 engine, it’s no mileage champ. Ford says
they’ll bring the Euro version of their Focus
to the states. It sports features like Volvo’s
five-cylinder 225-horsepower engine and a
six-speed double-clutch transmission to rival
VW’s Direct Shift Gearbox (DSG), which can
improve mileage and performance.

Robert Nardelli, fired by his own board of
directors at Home Depot this past January,
now runs privately-owned Chrysler (yes, I,
too, don’t quite understand). Guesting on
the Charlie Rose program on PBS last week,
Nardelli discouraged me. After discussing
their oxymoronic “Hemi Hybrids,” Rose
asked Nardelli if Chrysler will have anything
like the Chevrolet Volt. Nardelli smiled
knowingly and said, to paraphrase, “Oh,
yeah, just wait’ll next year!”

That’s what we’ve heard from Detroit

executives for 30 years, since the first oil
embargos and gasoline shortages in the early
1970s. Detroit should have started planning
for now … then. Other car companies did,
didn’t they?

All three are in big trouble in America,
still their most-important market.

If our government loans money directly
to the car-makers, they’ll pay it back at the
lowest possible interest rates. If the monies
are loan guarantees, then banks loan the
money, and the government guarantees pay-
back if any Detroit car-maker defaults.

Some have suggested that, as one of many
conditions of these loans, the top manage-
ment of all three firms must be replaced, and
with no “golden parachutes” allowed.

GM, Ford and Chrysler are now run by
three men with little or no experience in
developing, creating, styling, engineering,
building or marketing cars and trucks. GM’s
Rick Wagoner has been a “bean-counter”
there for decades; Ford’s Alan Mulally most-
recently headed Boeing, and Chrysler’s
Nardelli was an executive at General Electric
and Home Depot.

As a good friend once opined, about a
similar situation, “These guys wouldn’t
know a good car if they got run over by one.”

Will this money save the Detroit Three
from self-imposed implosion? “Who
knows?” is the only honest answer. All I do
know is that the millions of American men
and women who would join the ranks of the
unemployed if any of the Detroit Three
utterly fail should never be punished for the
shortsightedness and, arguably, the stupidity
of the few people who run them.

STEVE PARKER has covered the world’s auto
industry for over 35 years. He’s a two-time Emmy
Award-winner who reported on cars for almost a
decade at both KTLA/TV5 and KCBS/TV2. He is a
consultant to the NBC-TV show Whipnotic and the
show’s companion website, www.Whipnotic.com.
He created, writes and moderates the only all-
automotive blog on The Huffington Post at
www.huffingtonpost.com/steve-parker. Contact
Steve through his own automotive issues Web
site at www.SteveParker.com.

Bailing out
the big three

GM, FORD AND CHRYSLER
ARE NOW RUN BY THREE
MEN WITH LITTLE OR NO

EXPERIENCE IN DEVELOP-
ING, CREATING, STYLING,
ENGINEERING, BUILDING

OR MARKETING CARS AND
TRUCKS. 
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LOS ANGELES The deadliest rail disaster in
15 years has exposed a glaring safety issue:
Technology installed on a fraction of U.S.
rail tracks can slow or halt trains heading
toward catastrophe, but it was not in use
when a Los Angeles commuter train failed to
stop at a red warning light and collided with
a freight train.

The National Transportation Safety
Board has been pushing railroads for
decades to adopt the system known as posi-
tive train control. Railroads, however have
balked at the cost and reliability of the tech-
nology.

“The same things you are hearing now —
we need more time, it’s going to cost a lot of
money, we need more research — is the
same story we’ve been hearing for 20 years,”
said Barry M. Sweedler, former director of
the Office of Safety Recommendations for
the National Transportation Safety Board.

“Many times in this county, we regulate
by counting tombstones. Unfortunately, it
takes a tragedy like this with many people
dead for action to take place, even though
people in the know knew what needed to be
done and didn’t do it,” he said

The head-on collision Friday between the
Metrolink train and a Union Pacific freight
train left 26 people dead on a horseshoe-
shaped section of track in Chatsworth at the
west end of the San Fernando Valley. The
commuter train was heading from Union
Station in downtown Los Angeles to Ventura
County.

The impact rammed the Metrolink
engine backward, jamming it deep into the
first passenger car.

NTSB board member Kitty Higgins has
said the positive control technology could
have prevented the crash.

“I’ve seen it tested. It makes a difference,”
she said.

The House and Senate have passed sepa-
rate legislation to require major railroads to
develop a plan to use positive train control
in the future, although the competing ver-
sions have not been reconciled.

The Association of American Railroads,
the lobbying arm for the freight railroads,
said it did not oppose the legislation but has
concerns that the technology has not been
perfected.

“This is not off-the-shelf technology. You
can’t put something like this into place
unless it’s been thoroughly tested and
proven to be effective,” association
spokesman Tom White said.

House Transportation Committee
Chairman Jim Oberstar, D-Minn., coun-
tered that railroads “prevented this technol-
ogy from being fully implemented” by fail-
ing to invest enough money.

The system monitors train location and
speed using satellite-based positioning sys-
tems and digital communication. It can
engage the brakes if a train fails to heed sig-
nals or gets on the wrong track.

The Federal Railroad Administration said
positive train control is in use on 240 miles
of track in the Northeast U.S. used by high-

speed trains and is being tested on 2,600
miles of track in 16 states. The cost would be
$2 billion to install the technology nation-
wide.

Part of the challenge, officials said, is get-
ting the nation’s railroads to install systems
that are compatible.

“We could do this as quickly as five years
if everything comes together right,” said FRA
Administrator Joseph Boardman.

In Massachusetts, the commuter rail sys-
tem is equipped with sensor technology
designed to stop a train on the tracks if it
fails to stop at a signal or if another train is
in its path.

The system, known as “Cab Signal with
Positive Stop,” was used in March, when a
112-ton freight car parked at a lumber yard
came loose and barreled almost three miles
along the tracks toward a commuter rail
train carrying 300 passengers during rush
hour. The technology sensed the freight
train on the tracks and stopped the com-
muter train.

“The system knows that the commuter
rail is headed that way, so at that point, after
the runaway freight car rolls through stop
signals, the system, for all intents and pur-
poses, automatically brakes the outbound
commuter rail train,” said Joe Pesaturo, a
spokesman for the Massachusetts Bay
Transportation Authority.

The freight train still struck the com-
muter train, leaving 150 people with mostly
minor injuries. But the impact was not as
severe as it could have been, Pesaturo said.

Train accidents in the U.S. have remained
fairly constant over the past decade. A total
of 2,617 were reported last year.

Metrolink dispatchers use computers to
monitor train traffic and send signals to
control flow along the tracks. Engineers are
required to obey trackside signals, which are
then relayed by radio to a conductor on
board. Those conversations can be heard by
the dispatcher and are recorded.

It remains unclear what, if anything, was
said between the engineer and conductor
before the crash in Los Angeles. A dispatch-
er tried to alert the Metrolink engineer
about the oncoming train, but the call came
too late.

Metrolink carries about 50,000 riders a
day. It reported 51 fatalities in accidents
between 2000 and 2006.

A Metrolink spokesman did not respond
to an e-mail seeking comment.

Experts say a safety system that relies on
track signals is open to tragic mistakes.

“The red light is the last straw,” said
University of Southern California engineer-
ing professor Najmedin Meshkati. “The
lightbulb could go out and you would not
have a red signal.”

The Los Angeles collision was the dead-
liest passenger train crash since Sept. 22,
1993, when Amtrak’s Sunset Limited
plunged off a trestle into a bayou near
Mobile, Ala., moments after the trestle was
damaged by a towboat; 47 people were killed.

Associated Press writers Amy Taxin, Sarah
Karush in Washington and Denise Lavoie in
Boston contributed to this report.

Debate over safety
equipment follows
local rail disaster
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SAN FRANCISCO Hewlett-Packard Co. said
Monday it plans to slash 24,600 jobs over the
next three years, nearly 8 percent of its work
force, as it combines operations with
Electronic Data Systems Corp., the technol-
ogy-services company it recently acquired.

Most of the cuts will come from within
EDS’s ranks, and nearly half will hit jobs in
the U.S., HP said Monday after the markets
closed.

HP had not previously detailed how
many employees of the combined company
would lose their jobs. Before the acquisition,
HP had 178,000 people and EDS had
142,000, a total of 320,000.

HP was expected to reveal more details
about the integration at a meeting with
financial analysts in San Francisco later
Monday.

Palo Alto, Calif.-based HP bought EDS
for $13.9 billion in a bid to challenge IBM

Corp. for more of the lucrative, long-term
business of helping companies manage their
computing infrastructure.

HP expects to save $1.8 billion per year
from the cuts once the restructuring is com-
plete. The company will incur a $1.7 billion
charge in the current quarter, its fiscal fourth
quarter, for a goodwill adjustment and other
costs connected to the restructuring.

HP CEO Mark Hurd has been aggressive
about cutting costs since he was hired in
2005. His first big act was a major restruc-
turing that eliminated nearly 15,000 jobs.

Hurd’s changes have helped HP wring
more profits from its businesses even as the
personal-computer industry as a whole
grapples with shrinking profit margins, and
HP’s crown-jewel business — printer ink —
faces intensifying competition from lower-
cost competitors.

HP shares fell $1.64, or 3.5 percent, to
$45.33 in regular-session trading. In after-
hours trading, the stock gained 42 cents to
$45.75.

HP to cut 24,600
jobs as part of
EDS integration

BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

SAN DIEGO The Marine Corps top general
has revised a ban on “sleeve” tattoos to pro-
hibit troops grandfathered in under the pol-
icy from serving as recruiters or security
guards at U.S. embassies.

A Marine spokesman said Monday that
Gen. James T. Conway said in his order
recruiters and guards have “significant
impact on public perception” because of

their daily dealings with civilians.
Conway banned the large and often elab-

orate designs on the biceps and forearms in
April 2007.

Marines already tattooed were exempt
from the ban.

Those who were grandfathered in must
have their tattoos documented by the Corps.
Any Marine caught after the ban with a fresh
“sleeve” could be barred from re-enlistment
or face disciplinary action.

Marines extend tattoo ban for some jobs

BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

REDDING Shasta County has set a new
record for the amount of illegal marijuana it
has eradicated.

Local law enforcement agencies and
California National Guard troops destroyed
nearly 90,000 plants last week. That brings
the total for the year to nearly 410,000
plants.

The seizures eclipse last year’s total of
about 365,000 plants.

Lt. Jeff Foster of the Shasta County
Sheriff ’s Department says the county has set
new records for several years.

He says the pot gardens are getting larger.
In past years, growers typically had fewer
than 5,000 plants.

Now it’s common to find illicit groves
with 20,000 to 30,000 plants.

Two suspected growers were arrested
during raids last week. Several others were
seen fleeing from pot plantations as author-
ities closed in.

Shasta County setting
records for pot seizures
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past only had one dispatcher per 12-hour
shift.

The old center handled about 11,000
incidents per year — or 30 a day — and
operated 20-year-old equipment that fre-
quently failed, fire officials said.

“It became increasingly difficult to
acquire replacement parts for necessary
equipment repair,” according to a staff
report.

The partnership with Los Angeles came
after local officials spent nearly two years
evaluating nine different options to enhance
dispatch services, such as increasing staffing
at the local Communications Center and
creating a joint center with Beverly Hills and
Culver City fire departments.

While the new center has alleviated some
of the burdens placed on the solo dispatch
officer, it created concerns for its slower
response time and in the accuracy of the
emergency situations which were relayed to
the SMFD, the latter of which was in the
process of being corrected.

GeoComm, a public safety consultant in
Minnesota, will be called upon to perform a
study and make recommendations on the
best dispatching option. The plan is due to
the department by Nov. 30.

The council is also expected to approve
an approximately $117,000 contract with
Gensler Architects to locate the new site for
a public safety storage facility. The contract
includes a feasibility study comparing differ-
ent city-owned properties and public out-
reach.

The new facility will store emergency
response and training vehicles as well as dis-
aster supplies and other equipment.

Both the police and fire departments cur-
rently store their reserve emergency and
training vehicles outside, which requires that
all of their equipment be removed and
placed indoors.

“The process of returning the equipment
onto the vehicle impedes the responsiveness
of the vehicle and staff to emergency calls,”
the report stated.

The same firm will also be asked to com-
plete a $220,000 space needs analysis for City
Hall.

The lack of space has long been an issue
for city departments. City Hall currently
leases more than 51,000 square feet in 10 dif-
ferent locations, spending more than $2.2
million annually.

“The proposed administrative space
needs analysis will examine the current
organizational structure, current working
relationships as well as current space oppor-
tunities and realities,” the report stated.

SKATING IN DOWNTOWN
A popular outdoor skating rink that

attracted more than 30,000 people in less
than 50 days will be making a return this
winter.

The Bayside District Corp. last year
brought a Rockefeller Center-like tradition
to the city when it set up an outdoor rink on
the corner of Fifth Street and Arizona
Avenue during the holiday season as part of
its Winterlit celebration.

The private-public management compa-
ny that oversees Downtown will ask the
council to contribute $25,000, which would
help pay the cost of providing electrical serv-
ice to the site.

Bayside officials estimate that the rink
will serve more than 40,000 skaters this win-
ter.

City Hall is expected to lose approximate-
ly $21,000 in parking revenue as a result of

the transformation of the site from a parking
lot to a rink.

MAINTAINING THE CAROUSEL
As City Hall begins soliciting interested

operators for the famous carousel on the
Santa Monica Pier, it is hoping the current
one — Roth Management — will stay
around in the interim.

The council will be asked to approve a
month-to-month extension of an existing
contract with Roth Management for a peri-
od of six months. City officials in the mean-
time plan to begin seeking operators for the
carousel, which could again be Roth
Management if a bid is submitted and grant-
ed.

The extension will cost approximately
$84,450 or approximately $14,000 a month.

REPAIRING ROADS IN PICO 
A series of streets in the Pico

Neighborhood are expected to be resurfaced
under an estimated $447,000 project that
would repair street pavement, sidewalks,
driveways and curbs.

Sequel Contractors could be asked to take
on the project, which includes the area
bounded by Cloverfield Boulevard to the
east, Pico Boulevard to the south, Lincoln
Boulevard to the west and the I-10 Freeway
to the north.

The locations, which include stretches of
22nd Street and Delaware Avenue, were
identified as needing repair.

“Failure to complete the repairs will lead
to further deterioration of the streets and
sidewalks and higher liability exposure,” the
staff reports stated.

UPDATING LOCAL HISTORY
In the ongoing quest to preserve signifi-

cant buildings, City Hall is looking to pay
more than $33,000 extra to Jones & Stokes
Associate in order to research and document
a potential historic district.

The consultant has been working with
City Hall since August 2006 on updating the
existing Historic Resources Inventory, which
currently contains 1,300 historically signifi-
cant properties. The list was compiled from
surveys conducted between 1983 and 1993
and four updates since then.

Jones & Stokes will conduct further
research on the possible formation of the
Gillette Regent Square Historic District
north of Montana Avenue, encompassing an
area of roughly 550 parcels.

DESIGNING A BIKE-FRIENDLY GARAGE
While the renovation of a Downtown

parking garage is certain to include a full-
service bicycle station, how it will look is
another question.

KPFF Consulting Engineers, which is
designing the upgrades for Parking
Structure 2 on Second Street, is currently
developing the look for a new bike station.
The council will be asked to pay the firm an
extra $20,000 to draft several different con-
cept designs.

“The development of multiple bicycle
station options and a feasibility study to
determine amenities and operational plan-
ning of bicycle facilities was not included in
KPFF’s original scope of work,” the report
stated.

NEW TRUCKS
Five new trash collection trucks could

soon be on the road if the council approves
a $1.2 million bill to purchase the CNG vehi-
cles.

Pico roads to be repaired 
FROM CONSENT PAGE 1

SEE SPENDING PAGE 11



Local
10 TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2008 A newspaper with issues

End of Summer Mark Downs!!
GRAND OPENING 

Women’s clothing & accessories
“Book a fun girl’s night out – in – store

Boutique party and receive FREE merchandise”
10% OFF first purchase  Expires 9/30/08

3004 Lincoln Blvd. Santa Monica, CA 90405

TREATT YOURSELFF 
TOO AA BEAUTIFULL FACE

TEENAGE • ADULT • MEN • WOMEN

ORGANIC FACIAL $65
Other Customized Treatments • Free Consultation

OLGAA (310)) 339-1886
605 Colorado [Novo Salon], Santa Monica, CA

city’s UUT revenue could be reduced.
To address these issues the proposed

ordinance amends the current law and adds
various definitions to the UUT law, includ-
ing a definition for “telecommunication
services”. The proposal applies the UUT to
all telecommunication services regardless of
the technology, equipment or services used.

The proposal also removes all references
to the Federal Excise Tax. The proposal
makes no change to the tax rate. The existing
tax rate is kept at 10 percent.

Exactly how, if at all, the proposed ordi-
nance would affect the amount of tax paid
by any taxpayer would depend upon a num-
ber of factors, including the terms of the
services agreement with the service provider
and whether the provider has to change its

billing and collection practices.
The proposal provides an exemption for

low income senior citizens and for disabled
persons. The proposal also provides an
exemption for services that cannot be taxed
under federal or state law as well as an
exemption from tax for digital downloads,
such as music, ringtones, games, and similar
digital products, according to an impartial
ballot statement prepared by the City
Attorney’s Office.

Opponents of the measure said residents
are currently taxed too much and City Hall
needs to learn how to better manage funds
than impose more taxes. They also claim
that the tax would make Santa Monica even
more expensive to do business in, driving
away job opportunities.

news@smdp.com

Opponents fear UUT could drive away jobs
FROM ENDORSEMENT PAGE 3

the two bedrooms and $700 to $1,100 for the
three bedrooms.

Kevin Daly of Daly Genik Architects
designed the apartments in his first project
with Community Corp., deciding to split the
development into several buildings in order
to break up the scale.

Daly said zoning regulations in many
cases lead projects to take the often-seen
horseshoe shape in which the building
wraps around a courtyard.

“We kind of felt that sort of space was
something that is visible to everyone but
available to nobody,” he said.

Instead the architect decided to use
smaller buildings to create more intimately-
sized spaces.

The 30,000 square feet development was
designed with sustainability in mind, using
low-VOC paint, and a rainwater capture fea-
ture. While CCSM will not apply for certifica-
tion under Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design, which is the designa-
tion for “green” developments, the project
would be at the level of LEED Silver, Ling said.

Breaking up the project into six buildings
also allowed them to maximize natural sun-
light.

CCSM is currently in talks with the Boys
& Girls Club to operate an afterschool pro-
gram at the site, similar to its apartment
complex on Main and Pacific streets, which
opened last year. The apartment will also
have an on-site resident services coordina-
tor, acting in a counselor-like capacity, advis-

ing on how to apply for low-income tax
credit and even suggesting different comput-
er or parenting classes in the community.

The developer currently owns 80 proper-
ties in the city altogether. About six build-
ings that CCSM hopes to rehabilitate are
currently in escrow.

Ling said these projects allow low-income
families to remain in their community,
pointing out that approximately half of their
tenants live in the city.

“Housing is such a large part of any fam-
ily’s budget and to have stable affordable
housing means a great deal in terms of qual-
ity of life for the entire family,” she said.

Residents near the project say they wel-
come an affordable addition.

“It shouldn’t just be rich people who live
in Santa Monica,” Mews Small, who has lived
in her house for 10 years, said. “You need a
diverse society.

“They deserve a decent place to live at a
fair price.”

Affordable housing projects have tradi-
tionally been known to receive some resist-
ance because of a belief that it will lower
property values. Geoff Gurnee, who earlier
this year moved into his house just around
the corner from the project, said it doesn’t
bother him.

“I’m indifferent,” he said. “As long as you
don’t see the crime rise or shady people start
to walk past the house.”

Christina Walker contributed to this
report

melodyh@smdp.com

Neighbors welcome
new housing project 
FROM HOUSING PAGE 1

Brandon Wise brandonw@smdp.com
HOME SWEET HOME: The Tahiti, with two and three bedroom units, will cater to families.
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Deasy was hired by the Santa Monica-
Malibu school board in 2001.

School board Chairman Verjeana M.
Jacobs (At Large) said the board will contact
the university to ensure that the inquiry’s
outcome is received promptly. In the mean-
time, she said, “we’re going to reserve judg-
ment.” Several other board members said
they share her view. Jacobs said the board
discussed the situation with Deasy in closed
session, but she declined to elaborate,
according to the Washington Post.

“Dr. Deasy has done good work in this
county,” she told the newspaper.

Two former board members involved in
selecting Deasy as chief of the 130,000-stu-
dent system said they found it unlikely that
there are flaws in his record.

“I have the utmost confidence in Dr.
Deasy’s honesty and his integrity,” Judy
Mickens-Murray, who voted to hire Deasy,
told the Post. “I had no reason throughout
the process to believe that he would put
forth anything that was untrue.”

John White, a spokesman for Deasy, said
the superintendent would not comment fur-
ther until the university concludes the inves-
tigation.

The current board, which took office
soon after Deasy became superintendent,
very rarely criticizes him in public. Likewise,
the superintendent is careful in his relations
with the board. Although Deasy appeared to
strongly disagree with a recent vote to spend
$36 million for a new school system head-
quarters, the dispute remained civil. Deasy
also quickly apologized for snapping at
board member Rosalind Johnson (District
1) during a brief public exchange last year,
according to the Post.

By and large, board members express sat-
isfaction with his leadership. Scores on the
Maryland School Assessments have been ris-
ing steadily under his tenure. A board meet-
ing last week  in Upper Marlboro featured a
lengthy discussion of information technolo-
gy infrastructure, and the degree inquiry was
not mentioned.

“Our test scores, the programs that we’re
putting in place throughout the county, the
equity that we’re seeing in our programs for
all of our students throughout the county —
it’s very successful, and he’s leading our
school system in a very successful manner,”
said board member Amber Waller (At Large).

Deasy’s annual evaluation will be com-
pleted in mid-October, board member Linda
Thornton Thomas (District 4) told the Post.
Thomas would not go into much detail, not-
ing that the evaluation is “a personnel mat-
ter.” But she said she had questions about the
school system’s communications with the
public as well as a consortium Deasy formed
to oversee county high schools.

“I did not see last year how [the consor-
tium] actually made a change,” Thomas said.
“I don’t see, even right now, the plans for
anything different.”

In its last formal evaluation, issued in July
2007, the board gave Deasy a $16,666 per-
formance bonus and a 5 percent raise, which
pushed his annual base salary to $273,000. A
statement issued by the school system said
that Deasy had received an overall score of
4.46, on a 5-point scale, in a rating of 106
indicators.

The board has not made that evaluation
public, calling it a personnel matter. But in a
statement, it described his leadership as
“excellent.”

The Associated Press contributed to this report. 

School board reserves judgement
FROM DEASY PAGE 3

The compressed natural gas vehicles will be
used for commercial and resident collection.
The council could also authorize a $262,000
order of two new hydraulic telescopic articu-
lating aerial devices, which are vehicles used to
repair and maintain street lights.

GREEN FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT 
A firm that provides financial manage-

ment for Sustainable Works, a nonprofit
organization that encourages resident and
business participation in green initiatives, is
due to receive a $257,000 contract from City
Hall. Under the new contract, Community
Partners will provide fiscal management for
Sustainable Works, which was first contract-
ed by City Hall under the name “Green Team
Project” in the 1990s to develop the
Residential Greening Program.

Sustainable Works has worked with more
than 115 businesses and 3,600 community
members in greening programs.

CONTROLLING TRAFFIC
As City Hall continues with water and

sewer main construction projects, it is seek-
ing a $20,000 contract extension with Traffic
Management Inc. to continue mapping out
vehicular and pedestrian detours.

NEW SOFTWARE
A firm that is upgrading the operating sys-

tem for the wastewater pumping station and
Santa  Monica Urban Runoff Recycling Facility

is asking for more money to purchase hard-
ware and software to complete installation.
Beavens Systems Inc., which has been working
with City Hall since February, is requesting an
additional $65,000 to complete the project.

The upgrade will replace an outdated
control system with an automated one that
identifies operating needs and manages the
equipment maintenance of both facilities.

Along with the contract extension for
Beavens Systems, the council will also be
asked to spend $11,000 for a new cash man-
agement software system, which will integrate
other payment recording systems used by
City Hall, including for business tax receipts.

melodyh@smdp.com

Keeping it green 
FROM SPENDING PAGE 9

Brandon Wise brandonw@smdp.com
SPINNING: The Santa Monica Pier Carousel.
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Get your business noticed by
taking advantage of our

Columbus Day Smash

5 quarter page ads only $650*
5 eighth page ads only $400*

*That’s more than half off of our regular advertising rate!!!

Call 310-458-7737 
to start your campaign TODAY!!

COMPLETE AUTO
ELECTRICAL SERVICE

EXPRESS AUTO SERVICE
310-399-6076 2700 Lincoln Blvd. #3 (corner of Hill & Lincoln —

enter from Hill) www.expressautosm.com

Starting & Charging Systems   Electrical Shorts
Alternators   Heating/Air Conditioning   Re-wiring 

Computer Analysis   All Makes & Models

BY TIM PARADIS
Associated Press Writer

NEW YORK A stunning makeover of the
Wall Street landscape sent stocks falling pre-
cipitously Monday, with the Dow Jones
industrials sliding 500 points in their worst
point drop since the September 2001 terror-
ist attacks. Investors reacted badly to a
shakeup of the financial industry that took
out two storied names: Lehman Brothers
Holdings Inc. and Merrill Lynch & Co.

Stocks also posted big losses in markets
across much of the globe as investors
absorbed Lehman’s bankruptcy filing and
what was essentially a forced sale of Merrill
Lynch to Bank of America for $50 billion in
stock. While those companies’ situations had
reached some resolution, the market
remained anxious about American
International Group Inc., which is seeking
emergency funding to shore up its balance
sheet. A faltering of the world’s largest insur-
ance company likely would have financial
implications far beyond that of Lehman, the
largest U.S. bankruptcy.

The swift developments that took place
Sunday are the biggest yet in the 14-month-
old credit crises that stems from now toxic
subprime mortgage debt. For the first part of
Monday’s trading, the market was falling,
but in a largely orderly fashion as investors
seemed to draw some relief from the resolu-
tion of Lehman’s problems.

But as the session wore on, and there was
no word about AIG, the market’s suffered
another bout of fear that the ongoing credit
crisis will continue to devastate the financial
sector, and selling accelerated in the final
hour.

Investors are worried that trouble at AIG
and the bankruptcy filing by Lehman, felled

by $60 billion in bad debt and a dearth of
investor confidence, will touch off another
series of troubles for banks and financial
institutions that may be forced to further
write down the value of their own debt
assets. Wall Street had been hopeful six
months ago that the collapse of Bear Stearns
would mark the darkest day of the credit cri-
sis.

AIG’s troubles a week after its stock
dropped 45 percent are worrisome for some
investors because of the company’s enor-
mous balance sheet and the risks that trou-
bles with that companies finances could spill
over to the companies with which it does
business. AIG, one of the 30 stocks that
make up the Dow industrials, fell $6.93, or
57 percent, to $5.21 Monday as investors
worried that it would be the subject of
downgrades from credit ratings agencies.

According to preliminary calculations, the
Dow fell 504.48, or 4.42 percent, to
10,917.51, moving below the 11,000 mark for
the first time since mid-July. It was the worst
point drop for the Dow since it lost 684.81 on
Sept. 17, 2001, the first day of trading after
the terror attacks. It was also the sixth-largest
point drop in the Dow, just behind the
508.00 it suffered in the October 1987 crash.

Broader stock indicators also fell. The
Standard & Poor’s 500 index declined 58.74,
or 4.69 percent, to 1,192.96, and the Nasdaq
composite index fell 81.36, or 3.60 percent,
to 2,179.91.

The S&P 500 broke through the 1,200.44
trading low seen in mid-July, a key level
traders watch. Much of the trading day until
about the last hour had been orderly because
the market had tested another key level early
in the session and managed to stay above it.
But the eventual drift lower prompted some
investors to hit the “sell” button.

Stocks tumble amid new
Wall Street landscape

BY RICARDO ALONSO-ZALDIVAR 
Associated Press Writer 

WASHINGTON Cancer patients will soon be
able to use a medication patch to ease the
debilitating nausea that often accompanies
chemotherapy.

The Food and Drug Administration said
Monday it has approved the first anti-nausea
patch for chemotherapy patients, intended
to provide relief for up to five days. The
patch, called Sancuso, is worn on the arm
and delivers a widely used anti-nausea med-
icine, known as granisetron, through the
skin. It is expected to be available by the end
of the year.

“It will be another way that we can
address nausea and vomiting, coming from a
route that we haven’t had before,” said nurse
practitioner Barbara Rogers, who specializes
in cancer treatment. “The patch is a nice
option.”

Rogers, who works at Fox Chase Cancer
Center in Philadelphia, is also a consultant
to ProStrakan, the Scottish company that
developed the patch.

About a million people undergo
chemotherapy every year and as many as 70
percent develop nausea. If the problem
occurs at the hospital, it can be dealt with

immediately. But many patients suffer from
nausea after being sent home. Anti-nausea
pills are available, but some cancer patients
have difficulty swallowing.

“The main benefit will be for people who
have difficulty taking oral medications,”
Rogers said. But other patients could also
benefit, she added, since a single patch is
designed to maintain a steady level of the
anti-nausea medicine in the body for several
days. These days, medical professionals
treating cancer patients are trying to elimi-
nate nausea as a side effect of chemotherapy,
believing that will help the patients maintain
physical strength and emotional energy.

Melvin Hren, 59, a retired elementary
school teacher from New Philadelphia, Ohio,
said the patch helped him battle a rare cancer
of the thymus gland, now in remission.

“I couldn’t leave the house for very much
because of the fact that I was so sick,” Hren
said. “As a result of the patch, I was able to
leave the house and be with the family. I was
able to enjoy life a little bit. Without it, life
would have been a lot more difficult.”

Hren took part in a clinical trial in which
the patch was shown to be just as effective as
anti-nausea pills. A spokeswoman for the
company said no information on pricing is
available.

FDA approves anti-nausea
patch for chemo patients
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4 Kids

Clothes for Special Occasions

310-398-1626
www.pattysplace.net

4521 Inglewood Blvd.
Culver City, CA 90230

Baptism
Flower girl
Baby shower gifts
Boys suits
First Communion

CrankitUp
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Time to

Promote your business during the busiest time of the year!

the November 22nd edition of the Santa Monica Daily Press, 
THE BIGGEST SHOPPING WEEKEND OF THE YEAR.
In addition, the Gift Guide will be placed at all local area hotels, restaurants, 
Daily Press Boxes, and racks for an entire week following that weekend. 

Gift Guidethe is a comprehensive guide to gifts,
dining and holiday entertainment.
The Gift Guide will be inserted in

Wrap it up!

Gift GuidetheFor 
Space reservation deadline: November 14, 2008
Artwork deadline: November 17, 2008

For 
Space reservation deadline: December 5, 2008
Artwork deadline: December 8, 2008

Create a holiday campaign around the guides.
Earn a discount of 40% by running in the Gift Guide and
Wrap It Up! Repetition sells, so work with your Account
Executive to build the most profitable campaign for your
business. It’s the easiest and most effective way to reach
your audience in this prime season.

Space is limited, so call your Account
Executive to reserve your space today
at (310) 458-7737
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Quarter page
black/white

$350.00 $475.00 $175.00

Quarter page
process color

$425.00 $625.00 $200.00

Half Page
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$550.00 $900.00 $275.00

Half Page
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$625.00 $1100.00 $350.00

Full Page
black/white

$900.00 $1350.00 $575.00

Full Page
process color

$975.00 $1825.00 $650.00

Back Page Cover
process color

$1650.00 $3200.00 n/a

PRICING

BY KEN RITTER
Associated Press Writer

LAS VEGAS A prosecutor told jurors
Monday they will learn “the true face” of O.J.
Simpson during the former football star’s
trial on charges of robbing sports memora-
bilia dealers in a Las Vegas hotel room.

Prosecutor Chris Owens began his open-
ing statement by playing an audio recording
of the confrontation and pointed out one
voice barking commands: “Don’t let nobody
outta here ... stand the (expletive) up before
it gets ugly in here.”

Simpson, who flashed a thumbs-up sign
when he arrived at court, sat impassively
while Owens described the rest of the
recording.

“The audio will show threats, it will show
force, it will show demands and it will show
the taking of property from the victims in
this case,” Owens said.

“In our presentation of the evidence we
are going to spend the next few days finding
which may be the true face of ... Simpson,
not necessarily the one he tries to put out to
the world,” Owens said.

In his opening statement, defense attor-
ney Yale Galanter asserted that the evidence
will not show that Simpson intended to
commit a crime, but rather that he simply
wanted to recover stolen personal effects,
including pictures of his deceased parents,
and not sports memorabilia.

“You can think what you want about his
past, and you all as jurors have agreed to
ignore that ... what you’re going to hear in
this courtroom is not a case about hiding
anything from anybody. It’s a case about
recovering personal items,” Galanter said.

Simpson, 61, and co-defendant Clarence
“C.J.” Stewart, 54, a former golfing buddy
from North Las Vegas, have pleaded not
guilty to 12 charges including kidnapping,
armed robbery and conspiracy. Each could
face life in prison with the possibility of
parole if convicted of kidnapping, and
mandatory prison time if convicted of
armed robbery.

Clark County District Attorney David

Roger has said the case against the two men
will rely on testimony from some 25 wit-
nesses, including four former co-defendants
who have taken plea deals and agreed to tes-
tify for the prosecution.

Stewart’s attorney, Robert Lucherini,
characterized his client as a successful mort-
gage broker who used his relationship with
Simpson for networking, and on the day of
the incident had simply been asked by
Simpson for help in picking up his property.

Lucherini told the jury that unlike former
co-defendants in the case, Stewart was on
trial because he was of no use to the prose-
cution.

“These witnesses have been offered plea
agreements, bargains, given immunity, in
order for the state to help prosecute and con-
vict O.J. Simpson,” Lucherini said. “That’s
something that Mr. Stewart couldn’t help
them with because, one — and his story has
never changed — he didn’t know the proper-
ty was stolen, and two, he didn’t know there
were guns going to be used in that room.

After opening statements, the prosecu-
tion is expected to call Bruce Fromong, a 54-
year-old sports collectibles dealer from
North Las Vegas to the stand, according to a
witness list that Galanter said prosecutors
shared with the defense.

Fromong testified at a hearing in
November that he expected to meet with an
anonymous buyer when Simpson arrived
with others “in a military invasion fashion.”

Fromong said one man wielded a gun
while Simpson shouted that items in the
room belonged to him and instructed the
men with him to gather them up.

Simpson denies that guns were taken to
the hotel room.

The prosecution audio recordings were
surreptitiously made by Thomas Riccio, a
Los Angeles collectibles trader who arranged
the Sept. 13, 2007, meeting between
Simpson, Fromong and sports memorabilia
dealer Alfred Beardsley.

Galanter said the recordings could also
help the defense, asserting that at one point,
Simpson says nothing should be taken that
isn’t his.

Juice prosecutor
says evidence
will show threats

BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

GREEN BAY, Wis. A 33-year-old woman
stole her daughter’s identity to attend high
school and join the cheerleading squad,
according to a criminal complaint filed
against the woman.

Wendy Brown, of Green Bay, faces a
felony identity theft charge after enrolling in
Ashwaubenon High School as her 15-year-
old daughter, who lives in Nevada with
Brown’s mother. According to the com-
plaint, Brown wanted to get her high school
degree and become a cheerleader because
she didn’t have a childhood and wanted to
regain a part of her life that she’d missed.

Brown allegedly attended cheerleading
practices before school started, received a
cheerleader’s locker and went to a pool party
at the cheerleading coach’s house.

The $134.50 check Brown gave to the
cheerleading coach for her uniform
bounced, the complaint said.

A high school employee, Kim Demeny,
told authorities that the woman, posing as
the teen, seemed very timid. Demeny said
she told her she was not good at math and
even cried when she talked about moving
from Pahrump Valley High School in
Nevada. Demeny said she looked older than
a student but had the demeanor of a high
school girl.

Mom allegedly uses daughter’s
identity to become a cheerleader
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SURF CONDITIONS WATER TEMP: 66°

SWELL FORECAST ( 2-4 FT )
Tuesday the 16th should be similarly sized; however, forerunners are expected from our next swell.

LONG RANGE SYNOPSIS
WEDNESDAY THE 17TH SHOULD SEE 170- 180-DEGREE SWELL.

TIDE FORECAST FOR TODAY IN SANTA MONICA

BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

NEW YORK Ed Hochuli’s acknowledgement
that he erred on a call late in Sunday’s San
Diego-Denver game will mean lower grades
for one of the NFL’s highest profile referees.

“Officials are held accountable for their
calls. They are graded on every play of every
game,” NFL spokesman Greg Aiello said
Monday. “Ed has been an outstanding offi-
cial for many years, but he will be marked
down for this call. Under our evaluation sys-
tem, an official’s grades impact his status for
potentially working the playoffs and ulti-
mately whether or not he is retained.”

The play occurred with the Broncos at the
Chargers 1-yard-line in the final minute.
Denver quarterback Jay Cutler dropped back
to pass, the ball slipped out of his hands,
bounced off the grass and into the arms of
San Diego linebacker Tim Dobbins.

Hochuli ruled it an incomplete pass.
Replay ruled it a fumble, but it was spotted
at the 10-yard line, where the ball hit the
ground, and given to Denver because the
rules did not permit possession to be award-
ed to San Diego because the whistle had
blown.

Denver went on to score, convert a 2-
point conversion and win 39-38.

The play also is likely to be reviewed in
the offseason by the league’s competition
committee, which normally reviews all con-
troversial plays.

“It’s going to require a great deal of dis-
cussion,” said Titans coach Jeff Fisher, the
cochairman of the competition committee.
“It’s happened at times. It happened in a
game against us at Indianapolis years ago. ...

When the whistle blows and the pass is ruled
incomplete, there’s just no way currently
that you can award possession.”

For example, until March 2007, down by
contact plays were not reviewable. That rule
was changed so that they were reviewable,
and if a fumble occurred even after the whis-
tle blew, the team recovering it got posses-
sion

San Diego coach Norv Turner said he
spoke with NFL officials Monday and that
the Chargers sent in video of the plays in
question.

“As for things that occurred during the
game, in my mind, they’re done,” Turner
said. “We sent the plays in to the league that
we had in question. We expect to get a
response back. Anything that we talk about
or anything that is discussed in terms of any
of the rules or any of the calls isn’t going to
change the outcome of that game. That
game is going to be 39-38, forever.”

Denver coach Mike Shanahan said honest
mistakes always happen in the NFL.

“This was the best crew that we have had
in the last 20 crews I have graded,” Shanahan
said. “They did a heck of a job. Every game
that you see that is within a point or a field
goal over the last couple years, it may be a
call or a non-call that wasn’t right, but that is
the nature of this game. You have to find a
way to win.

“We still had the ball at third-and-10 and
had to get it into the end zone. Third-and-10
and then fourth-and-4. We still had to make
a 2-point conversion,” Shanahan said. “It
wasn’t like somebody gave us the touch-
down. You have to go out there and still get
it done.”

NFL

Ref graded down after
blown call in Denver

BY CHRIS JENKINS
Associated Press Writer 

MILWAUKEE The Milwaukee Brewers fired
manager Ned Yost on Monday, hoping to
pull out of another late-season slump that
has jeopardized the team’s chance of making
the playoffs for the first time since 1982.

Third-base coach Dale Sveum will take
over as interim manager for the remainder
of the season. The Brewers have lost seven of
eight and fallen into a tie with Philadelphia
for the NL wild-card lead. At 83-67, the
Brewers have just 12 games to rebound.

Milwaukee came into this month with a 5
1/2-game lead in the wild card, but since has
lost 11 of 14 — including a four-game sweep
completed by the Phillies over the weekend.

Milwaukee was idle Monday, and was
scheduled to begin a three-game series with
the Central-leading Chicago Cubs at Wrigley
Field on Tuesday.

“This was a very difficult move to make,
and we appreciate all of the work that Ned has
done to develop this team into a contender,”
general manager Doug Melvin said in a state-
ment. “In the end, this was a collaborative
decision made to put our club in the best posi-
tion for the final two weeks of the season.”

The team has scheduled a news confer-
ence Monday night in Chicago. Yost did not
immediately return a message left on his cell
phone by The Associated Press.

Bench coach Ted Simmons, once consid-
ered a potential successor should Yost be

fired, has been reassigned to an “advisory
role,” making his long-term status with the
team unclear.

By shaking up its on-field leadership,
Milwaukee is hoping to avoid a repeat of last
year’s collapse. In 2007, the Brewers held an
8 1/2-game division lead in late June but slid
to 83-79 and missed the playoffs.

The Brewers came into 2008 with even
higher hopes for the playoffs, and received a
major boost when they made a trade with
Cleveland for ace CC Sabathia on July 7. That
acquisition certainly has worked out, as the
reigning AL Cy Young winner is 9-0 in 13 starts
with six complete games and a 1.59 ERA.

But little else — not the other starters, the
shaky bullpen or a home run-happy offense
that has gone colder than a Wisconsin win-
ter — is working for Milwaukee these days.

Now Yost has paid the price.
Yost became a lightning rod for fan criti-

cism in Milwaukee in recent years as he
stubbornly stuck by players mired in slumps
and refused to criticize them in public —
even when they get in shoving matches in
the dugout during games.

And the Brewers haven’t looked like con-
tenders in some of their biggest series this
season, including a three-game sweep by
Boston in May, a four-game sweep by
Chicago at home in July and the just-com-
pleted four-game sweep by Philadelphia.

AP Sports Writer Colin Fly contributed to this
report from Milwaukee.

MLB  

Slumping Brewers fire manager Ned Yost
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AERO THEATRE
1328 Montana Ave.
(323) 466-FILM

Call theater for information.

AMC LOEWS BROADWAY 4 
1441 Third Street
Promenade
College (R) 1hr 34min 
4:30, 6:45, 9:10

Hamlet 2 (R) 1hr 32min 
2:10, 4:20, 6:35, 9:00

Death Race (R) 1hr 29min  
1:45, 4:15, 6:45, 9:15

Vicky Cristina Barcelona (PG-13)
1hr 36min 
2:05, 4:30, 7:00, 9:25

Surfer, Dude (R) 1hr 28min  
2:15, 4:25, 6:30, 9:00

The Women (PG-13) 1hr 54min  
1:40, 4:15, 7:10, 9:45

The Mummy: Tomb of the
Dragon Emperor (PG-13) 1hr
54min 
2:00, 4:35, 7:15, 9:50

You Don't Mess With the Zohan
(PG-13) 1hr 53min 
2:05

AMC 7 SANTA MONICA 
1310 Third St.
(310) 289-4262 

Disaster Movie (PG-13) 1hr
30min  
5:40, 7:55, 10:10 

Death Race (R) 1hr 29min    
12:05, 2:40, 5:15, 7:50, 10:20

Fly Me to The Moon 3-D (G) 1hr
30min     
12:30, 2:45, 5:05, 7:15, 9:30 

Tropic Thunder (R) 1hr 47min    
1:50, 4:30, 7:15, 9:50

Star Wars: The Clone Wars (PG)
1hr 38min   
12:40, 3:05 

Righteous Kill - Digital
Presentation (R) 1hr 41min  
12:00, 2:30, 5:00, 7:30, 10:00

Tyler Perry's The Family That
Preys (PG-13) 1hr 51min  
1:40, 4:15, 7:00, 9:45 

Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants
2, The (PG-13) 1hr 57min    
12:10, 2:55

The House Bunny (PG-13) 1hr
38min    
12:15, 2:40, 5:15, 7:45, 10:05 

Burn After Reading (R) 1hr
37min  
12:20, 2:50, 5:30, 7:50, 10:15

LAEMMLE’S MONICA FOURPLEX
1332 Second St.
(310) 394-9741 
Elegy (R) 1hr 48min     

1:50, 4:30, 7:10, 9:50

Bottle Shock (PG-13) 1hr 50min   
1:30, 4:10, 7:00, 9:55

Anita O'Day: The Life of A Jazz
Singer (NR) 1hr 30min    
4:00, 9:25

Tell No One (Ne le dis a person-
ne) (NR) 2hrs 05min   
1:20, 4:20, 7:20, 10:15

I.O.U.S.A. (PG) 1hr 25min   
1:40, 7:00

MANN'S CRITERION THEATRE 
1313 Third St.
(310) 395-1599 
Dark Knight, The (PG-13) 2hrs
30min   
12:20, 3:40, 7:10, 10:30

Bangkok Dangerous (R) 1hr
40min    
11:10am, 1:50, 4:30, 7:10, 9:40 

Traitor (PG-13) 1hr 50min    
11:30am, 2:10, 4:50, 7:30, 10:10

The Pineapple Express (R) 1hr
45min   
11:40am, 2:20, 5:00, 7:40, 10:20 

Babylon A.D. (PG-13) 1hr 30min   
12:50, 3:10, 5:30, 7:50, 10:00 

Mamma Mia! (PG-13) 1hr 48min   
11:20am, 2:00, 4:40, 7:20, 9:50

For more information, e-mail news@smdp.com

MOVIE TIMES

ARIES (March 21-April 19)
★★★★ Investigate and go past a problem.
Understand and move forward. Extremes hit,
no matter what you do or try. Stay clear and
maintain a high profile. You might need to
screen calls and be selective about your prior-
ities. Tonight: A must appearance.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
★★★ Know when you need to pull back. In this
whirlwind of happenings, you might be overly
charged. Right now, resolution is not possible,
but what is wise is to gather all the facts and
then act. Tonight: Think rather than act.
Bounce an idea off a trusted associate.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★★★ You might want or need to think through
a situation more carefully. Someone might be
tossing a lot of information on your plate. Lighten
up about a concern, and do not feel as if you must
have answers. Tonight: Where your friends are.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
★★★★ Others look to you for answers and
ideas. You easily could feel overwhelmed or as
if you have nothing more to offer. In truth, you
do. Simply slow down, and pick and choose
your battles. Tonight: Make a must appearance.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
★★★★★ Evaluate and think rather than jump
in. Too many offers might come in from left
field.  Pace yourself, and know that you do need
to make choices. Trust your instincts, and you
will come out on top. Tonight:  Think as if you
were looking in rather than being a part of.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
★★★★★ A partner could ask for a lot, and you
will deliver at least that much in the near future.
So many ideas keep popping in your mind, you
could be overwhelmed. Perhaps you should carry
a notepad. Tonight: Relate on a one-on-one level.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
★★★★★ Defer to others, even if you do not
feel overwhelmed. Much happens quickly. It
might take a while to land. Investigate an offer,
and decide to act on it in the near future. Be
direct with someone you care about. Tonight:
Sort through invitations.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
★★★★ Easy works, though you could be over-
whelmed by all that you hear and the many
calls you get. Focus on doing one job at a time,
refusing to take on too much, too fast. Think
positively, and you might be surprised by all
that you get done. Tonight: Fit in a brisk walk.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
★★★★ You could wonder what to do in order to
make the most of a financial opportunity; how-
ever, if you are spending too much to make this
happen, it could be a bad investment. Let your
creativity flourish. Tonight: Let some fun filter in.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
★★★★ Your optimism and energy meet. You need
to deal with basics. Issues involving real estate
and property could filter in. You might be thinking
about how much easier it would be to have a
home office. Tonight: You don’t need to go far.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
★★★★★ Speak your mind. You are ahead of your
game and understand much more than others
think. You are positive and upbeat. Do not be sur-
prised where a conversation goes. Allow feelings
to flow. Be vulnerable. Tonight: Talk up a storm.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
★★★★★ Before you spend, make sure you will
be happy with the end result. You will be much
happier if you are careful. A meeting might be
overwhelming, but very much good news. Treat
a friend or co-worker to lunch. Tonight: Put
yourself on a strict budget.

You could be more “in charge” of your life this year
than in the past. You seem to have an endless supply of
creativity and imagination. Others often tap into your
thoughts, as they love the ideas that pop out of left field. You also might be prone to wild risks
more often than not. If you are single, you definitely will be greeting romance in the next few
months or year. This person could be very special. If you are attached, you see opportunities to
be wild, but you invite your sweetie along. Your relationship will benefit. ARIES relates closely
to you.

Happy birthday
★★★★★Dynamic   
★★★★ Positive 
★★★ Average   

★★ So-So   
★ Difficult

Save some money, Pisces

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS
The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:

CITY OF SANTA MONICA

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

RFP for Computerized Vehicle Maintenance Reporting System

The City of Santa Monica Community Maintenance
Department’s Fleet Management Division is soliciting pro-
posals from experienced and qualified companies for serv-
ices related to implementing a web-based, Computerized
Vehicle Maintenance Reporting System (VMRS) with
strong asset management capabilities.

� Request for proposal documents and specifications 
maybe downloaded from the following website:
http: / /vendors.p lanetbids.com/SantaMonica/
biddtl.cfm?BidNo=187&Status=Bidding

For further information, please contact Elizabeth Martyn
at (310) 458-8503 or at elizabeth.martyn@smgov.net.

Please submit your proposal per the instructions in the
RFP packet no later than 12 Noon Pacific Time on
October 9, 2008.

Support a
greener

L.A.
Locals can ride their bike

to work.

Find them
in the 

Santa Monica Daily Press
classifieds.

Call today to learn about
our local hiring packages.

310-458-7737
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Girls and Sports By Justin Borus and Andrew Feinstein

The Meaning of Lila By John Forgetta & L.A. Rose

The Other Coast By Adrian Raeside

By Jim DavisGarfield

By Brian AndersonDog eat Doug

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Sudoku
Fill in the blank cells using numbers 1 to 9. Each number can
appear only once in each row, column, and 3x3 block. Use logic
and process of elimination to solve the puzzle. The difficulty
level ranges from ★ (easiest) to ★★★★★ (hardest).

GETTING STARTED
There are many strategies to solving Sudoku. One way to begin is to
examine each 3x3 grid and figure out which numbers are missing. Then,
based on the other numbers in the row and column of each blank cell,
find which of the missing numbers will work. Eliminating numbers will
eventually lead you to the answer.

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S PUZZLE

King Features Syndicate

ODDS OF A CHILD
BEING DIAGNOSED
WITH AUTISM:
1 in 166

ODDS OF A CHILD
BEING IN A FATAL

AUTOMOBILE ACCIDENT:
1 in 23,000

To learn the signs of autism, visit autismspeaks.org
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By John Deering

By Dave Coverly

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Strange Brew

Speed Bump

MYSTERY REVEALED! Brandon Wise brandonw@smdp.com
Jim Kline correctly identified this photograph of The Tinder Box tobacco shop’s sign on Wilshire
Boulevard. He will receive a prize from the Daily Press.

1498 Tomas de
Torquemada, notori-

ous for his role in the Spanish
Inquisition, died in Avila, Spain.

1810 Mexico began its revolt
against Spanish rule.

1919 the American Legion
was formally char-

tered by an act of Congress.

1966 the Metropolitan
Opera opened its new

opera house at New York's Lincoln
Center for the Performing Arts.

1988 Hurricane Gilbert
slammed into the

Mexico coast for the second time
in three days.

■ A cautionary note about “early
voting” was registered in the
Dallas suburb of Carrollton, Texas,
in May, when Mayor Becky Miller
built a nine-point lead in early bal-
loting before a Dallas Morning
News report on fanciful parts of
her biography caused election-day
voters to cast her out. In her cam-
paign, she had emotionally
referred to a brother killed in the
Vietnam War, but her father said
her only brother is still alive and
was never in the military (which
Miller “explained” by alleging that
dad has Alzheimer’s). She later
gave a name for her brother, but
the Morning News found that that
soldier, unlike Miller, is black. Miller
also claimed to be a backup singer
for Linda Ronstadt and Jackson
Browne (and once engaged to the
Eagles’ Don Henley), but spokes-
men for each said they never heard
of her (which she “explained” by
saying she was earlier known as
“Pinky”).
■ An Insurance Institute for
Highway Safety spokesman said in
July that “billions” of dollars are
unnecessarily spent annually
because the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration still
fails to regard SUVs and light trucks
as “passenger” vehicles. One
result, according to an MSNBC
report, is that otherwise-benign
bumper-to-bumper nudges (harm-
less because passenger-car
bumpers are required to be of stan-
dard height) turn into major repair
jobs when higher-bumpered SUVs
crush the headlight assemblies of
lower-bumpered passenger cars. 

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
B Y C H U C K S H E P A R D

ssuuffffuussee \suh-FYOOZ\, transi-
tive verb:
To spread through or over in
the manner of fluid or light; to
flush.

WORD UP!

TODAY IN HISTORY

1  12  14  25  35
Meganumber: 38
Jackpot: $15M

6  13  19  21  41
Meganumber: 16
Jackpot: $25M

1  2  3  11  18

MIDDAY: 0 9 0
EVENING: 1 3 9

1st: 03 Hot Shot
2nd: 06 Whirl Win
3rd: 12 Lucky Charms
RACE TIME: 1.44.11

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the winning number
information, mistakes can occur. In the event of any discrepancies, California
State laws and California Lottery regulations will prevail. Complete game
information and prize claiming instructions are available at California Lottery
retailers. Visit the California State Lottery web site at http://www.calottery.com

DAILY LOTTERY



CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING CONDITIONS: REGULAR RATE: $5.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20¢ per word per day. Ad must run a
minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra.
Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once.
DEADLINES: 3:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 2:30 p.m. PAYMENT: All pri-
vate party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310) 458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press,
P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406 or stop in at our office located at 410 Broadway, Suite B, Santa Monica. OTHER RATES: For infor-
mation about the professional services directory or classified display ads, please call our office at (310) 458-7737.

HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY  9:00am - 5:00pm                      LOCATION 410 Broadway, Suite B, Santa Monica, CA 90401

(310)458-7737
CALL TODAY FOR SPECIAL MONTHLY RATES!

There is no more convincing medium than a DAILY local newspaper.
Prepay your ad today!

Classifieds
$550 per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.
Call us today start and promoting your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 40,000.

YOUR AD COULD RUN TOMORROW!*

(310) 458-7737
Some restrictions may apply. 

*Please call our Classified Sales Manager to reserve your ad space. Specific ad placement not gauranteed on classified ads. Ad must meet deadline requirements. See complete conditions below.

All classified liner ads are placed on our website for FREE! Check out www.smdp.com for more info.

CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale

Furniture
Pets
Boats
Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos
Rent
Houses for Rent
Roomates
Commerical Lease

Real Estate
Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services

Computer Services
Attorney Services
Business Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness

Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Psychic
Obituaries
Tutoring

Prepay your ad today!
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Obituaries

EUGENIO GALVEZ, 71

EUGENIO GALVEZ of Venice, born 
January 1, 1937, passed away on 
August 31, 2008. He emigrated 
from Anton, Panama in 1952, and 
became a U. S. naturalized citizen in 
1995. Eugenio was a resident of the 
Santa Monica/Venice area for over 
55 years, and was a man of many 
talents. Mostly, he was a contractor 
that completed countless projects 
for dozens of Southern Californians.
He also worked in the Dietician de-
partment of St. John’s Health Center 
in Santa Monica for 12 years. He is 
survived by his devoted and loving 
family: wife, Maria Esther; son, 
Eugenio Jr; and stepson, Carlos R. 
Reyes.

A Viewing/Rosary will be held at St. 
Mark Church, 912 Coeur D’Alene 
Ave., Venice, CA 90291, (310) 
821-5058, at 6:00 p.m. on Friday, 
September 19, 2008. A Funeral 
Mass will be held at Risen Christ 
Chapel, Holy Cross Cemetery, 5835 
W. Slauson Ave, Culver City, CA 
90230, (310) 836-8112, at 11:30 
a.m. on Saturday, September 20, 
2008.

Miscellaneous
GK CHESTERTON THEATER in Santa 
Monica seeks male under-study, 35-50 
for the lead role in the play Malcom and 
Teresa. Also seeks very thin 10 yr/old 
male for silent roll. Plus volunteers for 
box office and backstage Call 
(1-310)462-5141

Employment
AUTO SALES $10,000 SIGNING BONUS 
Lexus Santa Monica is experiencing tre-
mendous success!! We are looking for 
experienced performers w/proven track 
records for internet, new, and 
pre-owned.FAX RESUME ONLY to 
310-401-2096

Cashier, Order Taker/ Line Cook and ca-
tering manager Full/ Part time Must 
speak English. with valid drivers li-
cense. experience needed Please call 
(310) 985-0080

OCEAN HOUSE, an upscale retirement 
community, is looking for a part time 
receptionist to work Fri & Sat from 
8am-4pm at the front desk.  The ideal 
candidate will have great customer 
service skills, communication skills, 
and be able to handle multiple tasks 
well.  If interested please come by 
and fill out an application at 2107 
Ocean Ave. SM 90405, fax a resume 
to (310) 314-7356, or email a resume 
to adennis@brookdaleliving.com.

Employment
JAMES PERSE Retail Opportunities

Looking for applicants for the following 
positions:
Malibu Boutique:  PT Greeter/Cashier
Santa Monica Boutique:  PT Stock

Please apply directly to one of our Bou-
tique Locations
Malibu Location:
3835 Cross Creek Rd Ste 12
Malibu, CA 90265

Santa Monica Location:
225 26th St Ste 8
Santa Monica, CA 90402

Or e-mail: 
retailcareers@jamesperse.com 

Customer service/sales position/on site 
coordinator at lawfirm in Santa Monica. 
Prior experience in lawfirm 
preferred.Salary negotiable. Contact 
bsberkowitz@aol.com.

OCEAN HOUSE, an upscale retirement 
community, is looking for a full time 
dining room supervisor to oversee all 
dining room operations, train new 
staff, and provide excellent customer 
service to our guests.  Must have pre-
vious experience in the restaurant in-
dustry.  If interested, please come by 
2107 Ocean Ave. SM, CA 90405 and 
fill out an application or fax a resume 
to (310) 314-7356 

Part-time leasing agent needed 2 days 
a week. Wed-Thurs. 8:30-5 p.m. Must 
have vehicle, license, and insurance. 
Wages + mileage + commission Fax re-
sume to (310)306-4498

PART-TIME OR FULL-TIME Driver. Must 
have own car, need to be familiar with 
L.A. have Ca. driver’s license, English 
speaking. Can earn up to $100/ a day. 
Submit resume to bsberkowitz@aol.com

PART-TIME SALES position.  Our attor-
ney service is looking for referrals to law 
firms. Referrals result in ongoing com-
missions. Submit resume to 
bsberkowitz@aol.com

PRENEED FUNERAL SALES COUNSELOR 
position at well established, premier fu-
neral home in Santa Monica. Individual 
must be caring and compassionate, self 
motivated and driven. Requires some 
evenings and weekends. Hourly base, 
plus production based bonuses. Great 
benefits. Individual with CA life insur-
ance license preferred, but not 
required.Email resumes to 
Kathleen.Lewan@sci-us.com 

SMALL SANTA Monica family law firm
needs full time experienced legal sec-
retary with knowledge of family law, 
WordPerfect 12, Microsoft Outlook, Le-
gal Solutions 4.1.0, and Court filings.  
Candidate must be fast-accurate typ-
ist, team player, and able to 
multi-task.  Please fax resume to 
(310) 449-0014 or e-mail to lkmar-
tin@sspolinlaw.com.

Pets
CATS

CHEETOH Cats! From the jungle into 
your families arms, $600-800. 
(928)532-7300.

Instruction

TUTORING 
All subjects, all levels.

$40/hr. 
(310)775-7599

Education
BALLROOM DANCE Class Start: Monday, 
September 22, 8:00pm For further infor-
mation call: (323) 934-6280
www.steinleinproductions.com

For Rent
MAR VISTA, 11621 Braddock Dr. unit 16 
2bdrm. 1.5 bath, $1350, townhouse 
style, stove, carpt, w/d hookup, patio, 
gated parking, carpet, intercom entry, 
no pets.$500 off move-in 
(310)967-4471 www.jkwproperties.com

1 BLOCK to Montana Ave.

Large 1 bedroom apartment, 932 11th 
St. $2150/mo. Contact 310-696-9285.

501 N. Venice unit 12, single, $1150/mo 
$300 off move-in stove, fridge, carpet, 
utilities included, laundry, parking, no 
pets. (310)574-6767 www.jkwproper-
ties.com

For Rent

Room and Board
401 Montana Avenue

Your home away from home.
Daily meals, laundry, housekeeping, 
utilities, and cable. Studios, 1bdrms
avaliable. Seniors and all ages welcome.
Ask about move-in special 1 month FREE.

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS
Starting at $2,000/MO
Beautiful Montana Gardens
(310) 245-9436

Newly Lowered
Rates

SANTA MONICA COLORADO/FRANKLIN 
unfurnished rear small house 
1bdrm/1bath no pets permit parking 
open house Sunday 9/21 1-5p.m. $1800 
(310)828-7513

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
(310) 869-7901

1037 5th St. #9 3bdrm/ 2 bath $2795
2211 Ocean Ave. #2215C 2bdrm/ 

1bath  $2990
1731 Barry Avenue #212 

2bdrm/2bath Condo for Rent $2695.

PLEASE Visit our website 
for complete 
listings at:

www.howardmanagement.com
rentals@howardmanagement.com

LACIENEGA HEIGHTS/Bvrlywd Adj. 
$1395.00 2 Bdrm, 1-1/2 Bath, No Pets, 
Stove, Refrigerator, Parking 2009 Pre-
uss Rd, #5 Open Daily for Viewing 
9am-7pm, Additional Info in Unit

MAR VISTA 12450 Culver Blvd. Unit 
210/224 1bdrm/1bath, gated parking, 
intercom entry, stove, fridge, utilities 
included, laundry, parking, no pets. 
$1150/mo on site manager 
(888)414-7778 www.jkwproperties.com 

MAR VISTA: 12434 CULVER Blvd. unit 7 
1+1 stove, fridge, AC, carpets blinds, 
laundry room, intercom entry, gated 
parking, no pets.$1250/mo $300 off 
move-in (888)414-7778 www.jkwprop-
erties.com

Venice 25 19th Ave. Single unit E 
$1125/mo stove, fridge, carpet, blinds, 
laundry, no parking or pets, 
(310)578-7512 www.jkwproperties.com

WESTWOOD: 617 1/2 Midvale unit 
2.Bachelor, no kitchen, sink, fridge,hot 
plate, microwave, ceiling fan, carpet, 
street parking, no pets $895/mo 
(310)578-7512 wwwjkwproperties.com

WLA $1750/MO. Large bright 2 bdrm 
upper, on Barrington near National. Very 
spacious. Large closets, crown mold-
ings,  gas stove, refrigerator. Closed 
garage with storage, well maintained, 

For Rent
charming, older building in good WLA 
area.near Whole foods and Starbucks 
Info (310)828-4481 or (310)993-0414 
after 6pm.

Commercial Lease
WEST LA: 2 office spaces for rent. 2566 
Overland Ave, 90064.Seven story, class 
“A” reflective glass bldg.Prime 
loc.Right off 10 & 405 
fwys.$785-1200/month.7th flr facing 
o c e a n . C o n t a c t : A d r i a n a @ d a v i s -
stirling.com 310-945-0280

Real Estate

Land for Sale
HAWAII LOT FOR SALE
Welcome To Paradise
Dreams Come True in Beautiful Hawaii
(213)381-2016

Bookkeeping Services

QUICKBOOKS BOOKKEEPING service, 
personal or  businesses.  Online ver-
sion available.  Call 310 977-7935

Services
TRAINED MALE OPERA SINGER

Will sing at all parties and occasions. 
Sinatra, Tony Bennett, Jolson, popular 
songs, and have a sing along. Call 
Gabe 310-392-6501

Services

R.J.M. Catering

(310) 920-9913
www.rjmcatering.com

WWeddings,
Anniversaries, 

BBirthdays

Featuring a variety 
of cuisine choices

Hair Stylists

FALL 
SPECIALS

30% off for new clients

10% off for existing client with ad

Ethan @ Auburn
310.479.2742 / 310.451.0330

WWW.AUBURNSTYLE.COM

Gen. Contracting

A/C 
CONSTRUCTION

General Construction
Commercial & Residential

Remodel & Add ons
Honest.  Reliable.

FREE ESTIMATES
— Sabbath Observed—

310.278.5380
Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

Handyman

The Handy Hatts
Painting and Decorating Co.

SINCE 1967
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

SPECIALISTS IN ALL 
DAMAGE REPAIR

“EXPERT IN GREEN CONCEPTS”

Free estimates, great referrals

Call Brian @
(310) 927-5120
(310) 915-7907

LIC# 888736
“HOME SWEET HOME”

FULL SERVICE HANDYMAN
FROM A TO Z

BOLD IT! MAKE YOUR AD STAND OUT

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737Run your personals here!

Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737
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CALL TODAY FOR SPECIAL MONTHLY RATES!
There is no more convincing medium than a DAILY local newspaper.

$550 per day. Up to 15 words,
20 cents each additional word.

ClassifiedsGET RID OF YOUR ROLLERBLADES.  Sell your sports equipment to someone who will actually use it.

Prepay your ad today! (310)458-7737
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Services

WEST SIDE
HANDYMAN

(310) 409-3244
Call the House Healer

All
Repairs-

Carpentry- Painting-
Plastering- Electrical

Termite & Dry
Rot Repair

Not a
Licensed

Contractor

Martin’s Professional
Services

We repair it, We assemble it
We hang it, We install it
We take care of all 
home repairs from 
painting to electrical
We can do it today

Over 15 years in business

(310) 289-3222

Therapy

Life is short —
Why make it shorter

STILLL 
SMOKING?

Certified
Hypnotherapist

John J. McGrail, C.Ht.

(310)) 235-2883
www.hypnotherapylosangeles.com

Legal Services

Considering Filing
for Bankruptcy?

“Your Local Santa Monica Attorney”

• Free phone consultation
• Speak to your local 
Santa Monica Attorney

• Get the facts now

A PROFESSIONAL LEGAL CORPORATION

2001 Wilshire Blvd
Santa Monica CA 310 453 8320

www.lawgross.com

Lost & Found
LOST LOCKED blue flip top cellphone re-
ward given (310)871-3893

Massage
BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal your body, 
mind, spirit.  Therapeutic bodywork/en-
ergy healing. Strictly non-sexual. Intro-
ductory specials $68.00. Lynda, L.M.T. 
(310) 749-0621

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong and tender 
relaxing body work by mature European. 
Very Professional, Sonja 
(310) 397-0433.

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737
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