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1433 Wilshire Boulevard,
at 15th Street

310-394-1131 OPEN 24 HOURS

$12.95

SERVED FROM 4 PM

SIZZLING DINNER 
SPECIALS… COOL PRICES!
SOUP OR SALAD, CHOICE OF ENTRÉE & BEVERAGE

DRE # 01128992
rent@Kronovet.com

310-829-9303
Robert Kronovet is a California Association of Realtors Director.

WE LOVE PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT HEADACHES

Contact: Robert Kronovet
2010 REALTOR OF THE YEAR

SM to
LAX
$30310-444-4444

Hybrid • Mercedes-Benz
not valid from hotels or with other offers • SM residents only • Expires 8/31/10 SantaMonicaTaxi.com

2009 Blue Ribbon Small Business Award
U.S. Chamber of Commerce

20th 
Anniversary

OOH LA LA Brandon Wise brandonw@smdp.com
Burlesque dancers Sheri Godfrey and Summer Solstis (center) perform while the local band Behind the Six plays classic tavern music during the
After Dark Burlesque show at the Basement Tavern on Main Street on Monday night. The show will be occurring every Monday.

BY KEVIN HERRERA 
Editor in Chief 

CITY HALL Taking a vacation typically
means relaxing on a beach in a tropical
locale or hitting the slopes at a ski resort, but
for Santa Monica Deputy Police Chief Al
Venegas it meant traveling to the belea-
guered, scandal-ridden city of Bell where he
spent two weeks running day-to-day opera-
tions as others worked to pull the city out of
the depths of financial ruin.

Venegas, a former Marine and a 23-year
veteran of the SMPD, was one of a handful
of public servants who volunteered their
time to try and make sense of what former
Bell City Manager Robert Rizzo did during
the 17 years he treated Bell’s coffers as his
own personal piggy bank.

Rizzo, his former assistant and six former
council members are facing felony charges of
draining the city’s treasury by paying them-
selves exorbitant salaries and excessive retire-
ment benefits and taking personal loans.

Venegas often worked 15-hour days,
holding conferences with the mayor, attend-
ing City Council meetings, dealing with code
compliance and parking enforcement issues,
making minor expenditures to help keep
City Hall functioning as interim City
Manager Ken Hampian, who also did not
receive a salary, tried to find a permanent
replacement and clean up Rizzo’s mess.

Hampian found a city with no depart-
ment heads or policies and a records room
that consisted of haphazardly strewn boxes.

“I tried to do the best I could to help
Ken,” said Venegas, who as deputy chief is in
charge of operations for the SMPD. “It was a

BY ASHLEY ARCHIBALD
Daily Press Staff Writer

BERKELEY STREET Homeowner, designer
and builder Adam Corlin on Aug. 8 first
revealed an artwork entitled “Oceans at
Risk,” a piece as big as a house executed by

two renowned graffiti artists.
He’d been hiding it from onlookers

under an unlikely amount of black tarp,
hoping that the surprise of the brightly-col-
ored, 2,206-square-foot display on the out-
side of a home in the middle of a residential
neighborhood would jolt observers and

bring awareness to Heal the Bay, a local envi-
ronmental non-profit that advocates for the
oceans.

It worked, almost too well. Within days,
1,000 visitors flocked to the Oceans at Risk

BY ASHLEY ARCHIBALD
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITY HALL In a private ceremony Monday,
state, county and city officials enthusiastical-
ly broke ground on what will eventually be
the final stop on the Exposition Light Rail

Line at Fourth Street and Colorado
Boulevard.

During that ceremony, they pledged to
get the project completed by 2015.

But on Tuesday, the City Council was pre-
sented with how little is actually finalized
about the project — and then there’s that

lawsuit  by residents trying to stop the line in
its tracks.

The basic statistics are out there.
The line will be 6.6 miles from Culver

City, where the first phase of the $2.4 billion
project ends, to its terminus in Downtown
Santa Monica.

Seven stops, three of which are in Santa
Monica, will comprise the second phase,
which is expected to cost $1.5 billion. Most
of those will have parking.

Current modeling projections estimate

SEE ART PAGE 8 SEE BELL PAGE 9

SEE EXPO PAGE 9

Art house stays up in face of municipal pressure

City Hall lends
Bell a hand 

Lawsuit: Not so fast, Expo Light Rail line construction
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Thursday, Sep. 15, 2011

Eat and meet
Pacific Dining Car

2700 Wilshire Blvd., 
7 p.m. — 8:30 p.m.

LeTip Networking Group, a profes-
sional organization composed of

small business owners, is hosting a
breakfast for other professionals to
get a chance to expand clientele.

Come and enjoy a $5 breakfast for
first-time guests and use this oppor-
tunity to meet, mingle and eat. You
are welcome to bring another pro-
fessional with you. If interested,
contact David Rosenfeld, broker

with Advantage Real Estate at (310)
450-4488 for more information.

Breathe in, breathe out
Against the Stream Buddhist

Meditation Society
1001, Unit A, Colorado Ave., 7:30

p.m. — 8:30 p.m.
Buddhist recovery meetings, held

weekly, are now open to anyone in
search of a little enlightenment. The

meeting will focus on Buddhist
teachings, practices and traditions.
Helping people recover from addic-

tion, there will be a segment of
meditation practiced. There is not a
12-step program included but steps
from the Buddhist perspective will
be taught. If you or someone you

know may be interested in recovery
or if you are already in recovery, this

could be a helpful experience. No
training is necessary, call (323) 665-

4300 for more information.

Bon appetit
La Cachette Bistro

1733 Ocean Ave., 6 p.m. — 9 p.m.
Sweet or savory? Crepe master

Pierre Denichou will be whipping up
some of his most popular crepes on

the patio of La Cachette Bistro

every Tuesday and Thursday night.
Accompanying Denichou will be

Christophe Happillon who is a shell-
fish expert and will be creating an

oyster bar. Champagne, communal
tables, and special cocktails will all
be included in the experience. For
more information about this event,

call (310) 434-9509.  

Friday, Sep. 16. 2011

Get juiced
Kreation Kafe

1023 Montana Ave., 
8 a.m. — 10 p.m.

Kreation Kafe in Santa Monica is
welcoming its newest addition, the

Kreation Juicery. The juicery will
provide health savvy drinks

designed to rejuvenate and revive
the mind, body and soul. The juice

is pressed so its health benefits are
lasting. Come and quench your

thirst with some freshly squeezed
fruit and vegetable smoothies 

and support the grand 
opening of the juicery.

Good food makes a good
mood

Santa Monica High School
601 Pico Blvd., 9 a.m. — 9 p.m.

The 30th anniversary of the Santa
Monica Farmers’ Market is celebrat-

ing by partnering with
FamilyFarmed.org and launching the
Good Food Festival & Conference
on Sept. 14-18. The festival will
have locally and sustainably pro-
duced food in order to showcase

the good food movement.
Attendees will include: farmers,
chefs, artisans, food producers,

thinkers and entrepreneurs. 
For more information on this event,

call (310) 454-8933.

Breakfast  •  Lunch  •  Dinner (Fri-Sat)

Come try our Chicken and Waffles,
Pizza Waffles & Waffle Sliders

~ Illy gourmet coffee ~ 

Monday Closed | Tues - Thurs: 8am to 5pm | Fri - Sat: 8am to 9pm | Sun: 8am to 5pm

2408 Wilshire Boulevard | 310-453-2787
24th & Wilshire – Free Parking in back

Now Open for Dinner!   Friday & Saturday   dinner hours 5–9pm

Family Dentistry
General, Cosmetic, & Implant Dentistry

MODERN, COMFORTABLE AND RELAXED ATMOSPHERE

Gentle Dentistry | Sedation Available | Digital Technology | Smile Makeover | Flexible Financing

Check our monthly promotions on our website   www.santamonicatoothdr.com

2222 SANTA MONICA BLVD, SUITE 202, SANTA MONICA, CA 90404

Ali Mogharei DDS

(310) 829-2224

Basic Cleaning, Exam

and full Mouth Xrays 

$65.00
– Modern facilities, gentle dentistry, sedation

Free Cosmetic
Consultation

Must RSVP
for this event! 

30 Minute Private Instrument Lessons and Group
Classes for kids and adults for only $10 per lesson

(with all proceeds benefiting the Boys & Girls Clubs of Santa Monica).

VOICE | PIANO | GUITAR | VIOLIN | KIDS’ CLASSES | DRUMS | BASS | MANDOLIN | UKULELE | CELLO

www.greenbrooms.com

1445 6th Street, Ground Floor  •  Santa Monica  •  310.310.2623

This event
will fill up! 
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BACK TAXES • BOOKKEEPING • SMALL BUSINESS

(310) 395-9922
SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA

1000 Wilshiree Blvd.,, Suitee 1800 Santaa Monicaa 90401

TAXES
ALL FORMS • ALL TYPES • ALL STATES

Morgan Genser news@smdp.com
GOING UP: Samohi’s London Lewis (right) goes up for the ball against Leuzinger last Friday during a 35-0 victory to start the season.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

SAN FRANCISCO Economists forecast ero-
sion from rising sea levels could cost
California hundreds of millions of dollars in
lost tourism and tax revenues as beaches
shrink and buildings would have to be pro-
tected, according to a new report.

A study by San Francisco State University
released Tuesday shows a surge in the Pacific
Ocean because of climate change, and
accompanying storms and erosion, would
batter California's shoreline, diminishing
the appeal of coastal areas and threatening
structures with flood damage.

The eroding beaches will also destroy
scores of animal habitats, the report finds.

"More than 80 percent of Californians
live in coastal communities, and California's
beaches support local economies and critical
natural species," said Philip King, the study's
author and an economics professor at San
Francisco State.

The study commissioned by the
California Department of Boating and
Waterways examined sea level projections at
five beach communities.

As the authors note, coastal storms and
beach erosion are a common event that have
already shaped the geography of coastal
environments. Yet, because sea levels are
projected to rise and storms are expected to
be more intense due to a warming planet,
the effects over the next century are expect-
ed to be more significant than ever.

The study said because of the uncertainty
of how much the sea will rise, the researchers
used three different sea level studies and
flood models to reach their conclusions.

"We used the best available science," King

BY DANIEL ARCHULETA
Managing Editor

CORSAIR FIELD It will be the war of the
Westside on Friday.

Bragging rights are on the line as Santa
Monica High School and Palisades prepare
to clash at Santa Monica College’s Corsair
Field.

“Both teams being from the Westside
gives us a little more motivation,” said
Samohi’s Travis Clark, who has both
coached and played in this annual rivalry
game that dates back to 1979 when it was
dubbed the Rotary Bowl. “The players
know each other. They run into each other
on the [Third Street Promenade].

“There’s that added dimension.”

The series has been lopsided in recent
years in Samohi’s favor, but Head Coach
Clark isn’t taking Pali lightly. Despite win-
ning 42-20 last year, Pali was able to mount
a rally late in the game, scoring three times
in the half.

At the time, Clark was fuming, knowing

DENISE LAVOIE
AP Legal Affairs Writer

BOSTON The FBI has paid a $2 million
reward to a tipster who provided informa-
tion that led to the arrest of fugitive crime
boss James "Whitey" Bulger, according to a
Las Vegas man who tried unsuccessfully to
claim the reward.

Bulger, who was long one of the nation's

most wanted fugitives, was captured in June
in Santa Monica, where he had been living
in a rented apartment with his longtime girl-
friend, Catherine Greig. Bulger, a longtime
FBI informant, was wanted in connection
with 19 murders. He fled Boston just before
he was indicted in early 1995.

Keith Messina, a restaurant manager
from Las Vegas, said he tried to claim all or
part of the reward because he called the tel-

evision show "America's Most Wanted" in
2008 and reported seeing Bulger in
Santa Monica.

Messina, 45, said Wednesday that he
recently was notified by the FBI that it had
rejected his claim and had paid the money to
the tipster who provided information that
led to the arrest of Bulger and Greig in June.

"That's what they told my attorney, that
they were writing the check as we speak,"

Messina said in a telephone interview with
The Associated Press.

Messina said his attorney had called the
FBI to see how they would go about filing a
claim for the reward money. He said that
after his attorney was told the reward had
been given to someone else, he received a let-
ter from the FBI saying his claim for it had

SEE RISE PAGE 11 SEE SAMOHI PAGE 10

SEE BULGER PAGE 11

Man claims $2M reward paid to tipster in Bulger case

Sea level rise
bad for beach
city economies

HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL

Samohi, Pali battle for bragging rights

3THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2011
Inside Scoop



Opinion Commentary
4 THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2011 We have you covered

OPINIONS EXPRESSED are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters 
we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to editor@smdp.com. All letters must include the author’s name and telephone number for purposes of verification. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.
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Stand up or step aside  
Editor:

There they are, I am watching them, our City
Council. It is Tuesday, Aug. 23, 2011.

Naturally, after the fact, [Councilmembers Kevin]
McKeown and [Bobby] Shriver are attempting to cover
their collusion, by insinuating that the vote to OK the
rousting of long-time Santa Monica residents, for the
convenience of a producer of violent movies, “might
have been” premature (“Lionsgate development
escapes further delay,” July 28).

As the deal was made and accepted, behind closed
doors, long before the meeting they both missed the
official vote, which sealed the fate of the residents of
the trailer park, their posturing, at this point, is embar-
rassing.

Now that Mr. McKeown and Mr. Shriver have per-
formed their PR rep saving spin dance; the rest of the
council members are not only falling all over them-
selves to defend this obvious crime against the resi-
dents, they are doing so with their usual arrogance.

Mr. McKeown and Mr. Shriver have had tons of time
to speak for, and side with, the residents of the trailer
park. They chose to avoid doing the right thing. Mr.
McKeown, of course, did not actually want to be at that
vote, his obvious hypocrisy would have been put on the
record, no matter which way he voted. Mr. Shriver’s
hesitance to participate in stopping this sell-out is baf-
fling, but to me, not as baffling as how this gentleman
of privilege could parlay the height of his hedge into a
seat of power.

I guess in Mr. Shriver’s book a city cannot tell him
how high to grow a hedge, but a city can toss elderly,
legally-zoned residents out onto the streets.

Unlike McKeown and Shriver, [the other council
members] have no problem with the contradictions
between their words and their actions. They don’t care
and there is no contradiction between their bought-
and-paid-for votes and the way they present them-
selves on a day-to-day basis.

Mr. McKeown, your after-the-fact championing of
this eviction, is I hope, finally an obvious and cynical
enough performance to be understood by all who have
ever voted for you; this should end your reign as the
leading “B” actor in a role of the friend of the little guy.
If you and Mr. Shriver were sincere, you would support
the current lawsuit by the trailer park residents, you
would do so in writing and you would support any relief
to these residents, available through the courts.

There is not one council member who can claim they
represent a majority of residents’ views or votes. That
says more than anything about what is wrong with the
City Charter.

On this one, Shriver and McKeown blew it. They
could have captured the imagination and gratitude of a
majority of residents simply by going against their han-
dlers and/or their friends and saying no at the right
time, not at this late stage.

Cowards.
Jen Vickers
Santa Monica 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Send comments to editor@smdp.com 

PRESIDENT OBAMA IS PROPOSING
important steps toward doing what
Americans have been asking for since the
financial collapse of 2008 — putting a focus
on families and jobs.

To create real prosperity, though,
Washington will have to deal with three
main drivers of our economic malaise: mas-
sive inequality such that the super wealthy
and big corporations are sitting on piles of
cash while ordinary Americans’ can barely
get by; enormous ongoing expenditures for
wars; and assaults on our natural systems,
including our climate, such that the costs of
everything from insurance to food is rising
while our security is threatened.

Without families buying things, the econ-
omy can’t revive and create jobs. That’s why
our solutions need to focus on ways to sup-
port small businesses, which create the bulk
of the jobs and keep money flowing locally
instead of flowing to distant corporate head-
quarters.

In Cleveland, a local foundation, inner-
city residents, hospital and university collab-
orated to create locally rooted cooperatives
that supply these and other institutions with
solar energy, eco-friendly laundry services
and locally grown vegetables. The workers
from this rust-belt city are the owners, and
they’re creating jobs that can’t be out-
sourced.

Despite the credit crunch afflicting busi-
nesses nationwide, there’s one place where
credit continues to flow: North Dakota,
which has the nation’s only state-owned
bank. The Bank of North Dakota partners
with community banks to get credit to the
state’s farms and local businesses. The results
are the lowest unemployment rate in the
country and a state budget surplus, when
most other states are facing fiscal crises.

When local businesses and family farms
thrive, the benefits ripple out into the com-
munity. These local enterprises buy from
other local business, driving demand that
creates even more jobs. This sort of econom-
ic activity results in prosperity based on real
goods and services, not speculative bubbles.

Many young people are focusing less on
jobs than on DIY livelihoods made up part-
ly of paid work and partly of doing more
themselves -- growing food, making and fix-
ing things, and starting micro-businesses.
They’re finding creative ways to make do
with less and to share and exchange with
friends and neighbors.

The best of these diverse livelihoods tap
into the rising demand for goods and services
that are sustainable — grown or made close to
home without toxins and without pollution,
produced by workers who are fairly compen-
sated, and made by companies with a long-
term commitment to the well-being of the
human and ecological community.

But how about President Obama and the
U.S. Congress? What can we expect from our

federal government?
In a country still the wealthiest in the

world, we should insist that our government
invest in education, restore failing infra-
structure and lead the transition to a clean-
energy economy. Single-payer health care
could provide security to would-be entre-
preneurs while ending excessive premiums
and out-of-pocket medical costs that are cre-
ating a major drag on the economy. Trade
policies should be re-crafted to reverse off-
shoring of jobs. We could share jobs more
broadly, so there is enough work and free
time to go around. And we should preserve
intact a safety net that keeps millions of sen-
iors, children, disabled and unemployed
from complete destitution.

With a fair tax policy — like the tax rate
for the wealthy in effect during the
Eisenhower years — we could pay for these
investments. And we could save money by
diverting our tax dollars from corporate
subsidies and the world’s largest military
budget to investments in our future.

These are policies that large majorities of
Americans support. Groups like the recently
formed movement to Rebuild the Dream are
mobilizing hundreds of thousands of people
to counter the lopsided clout of large corpo-
rations and the very wealthy and get these
sort of family-friendly policies enacted.

We don’t have to be satisfied with unem-
ployment and a stagnant economy. By
rebuilding our local economies, changing
policies that only benefit the super-rich and
investing in a transition to an environmen-
tally friendly society, the United States can
still achieve real prosperity.

VVAANN  GGEELLDDEERR  is executive editor and co-founder
of YES! Magazine. Her article on jobs and liveli-
hoods appears in the Fall 2011 issue of YES! and
at www.yesmagazine.org.

Sarah van Gelder Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Your column here

A jobs crisis we can solve

IN A COUNTRY STILL THE
WEALTHIEST IN THE
WORLD, WE SHOULD

INSIST THAT OUR
GOVERNMENT INVEST 

IN EDUCATION, 
RESTORE FAILING

INFRASTRUCTURE AND
LEAD THE TRANSITION 
TO A CLEAN-ENERGY

ECONOMY.
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ARIZONA AVE.
WILSHIRE BLVD.

14TH
 ST.

15TH
 ST.�

SANTA MONICA FAMILY DENTISTRY
DR. ALAN RUBENSTE IN
1260 15th ST. SUITE #703

( 3 1 0 )  7 3 6 - 2 5 8 9
WWW.ALANRUBENSTEINDDS.COM

FINDING A NEW
DENTIST IS TOUGH!!!

(BUT WE MAKE 
IT EASY!!!)

Tr y  our  NO OBLIGATION
$1 Exam WITH FULL XRAYS
(If you don’t like what we have to say we will give

you a copy of your x-rays at no charge)

Try our DENTAL CARE 
WITHOUT JUDGEMENT!

(no need to be embarassed if you haven’t been in for a long time)

How about our "NO HASSLE" 
dental insurance processing?

(we will take care of all your insurance paperwork)

• Nitrous oxide provided as a courtesy
• Payment Plans

• Emergencies can be seen today
• Our dentists and staff members are easy to talk to

YES WE DO: Cosmetics, Invisalign, Periodontics,
Oral Surgery, Zoom bleaching, Implants, and MORE

BY CYNTHIA CITRON
Special to the Daily Press

There is just one word for Jean Baker and
Jean-Loup Dabadie’s new film "My
Afternoons with Margueritte," and that’s
delicious. In this one Gerard Depardieu is a
big soft chocolate mousse and his costar, 97-
year-old Gisele Casadesus, is a lean, crunchy
baguette.

The two unlikely companions meet on a
park bench, where they soon discover
that they share an affection for the local
pigeons. She counts them; he names them.

Casadesus, as Margueritte, is a scholar
who has traveled the world and now spends
her days joyfully reading. Depardieu,
as Germain, is a sweet middle-aged veg-
etable farmer, uneducated and a bit oafish.
He has spent his life being the butt of his
friends’ jokes and taunts, and he accepts
their teasing with gentle good humor.

In occasional flashbacks you see him as a
schoolboy, taunted by his teacher for his fal-
tering reading skills. You see him taunted as
well by his termagant of a mother, who has
remained consistent in her derision and
rebukes to the present day.

Ironically, this pattern resembles
Depardieu’s real-life childhood in some
respects. As a boy he was told by his mother
that she had tried to abort him, and he spent
most of his time avoiding school (and her, one
would guess), finally leaving both at the age of
13. As Depardieu readily admits, Germain
is “just like what I was… Just like him, I
observed everything; I watched what was going
on. So he’s somebody I know very well.”

Like his character, Germain, Depardieu
lives “in the present, because what you expe-
rience is there right away … All that stamps

things into your memory, like pain, emo-
tions, sounds, colors and smells are (the
things) that I nourish myself with.”

In the film, Germain immediately
responds to the kindly old woman in the
park and begins to ask her about the book
she’s reading. Delighted, she reads a few pas-
sages aloud (from Camus, who is difficult to
understand even if you’re literate) and
patiently discusses them with him. He not
only “gets” it, but becomes fascinated with
both Margueritte and her books.

And so they continue to meet and she
continues to read to him until he begins
to realize that he can change his own per-
sona and his way of “being” in the
world, and he starts to educate himself. His
frustrations as he scours a dictionary pro-
vide a humorous sidebar: “You can’t look up
a word if you don’t know how to spell it!”
he grumbles to his pretty young girlfriend,
Annette (Sophie Guillemin).

Even his attitudes begin to change. When
his coarse companions ask if he is “still
screwing” Annette, he responds with dignity,
“We don’t screw any more. We make love.”

"My Afternoons with Margueritte" is a
story about friendship and transformation
and it is a joy to watch. Taken from a novel
by Marie-Sabine Roger, the film resonates
with soft French sunlight and the slow pace
of village life. And the delightful participa-
tion of an ensemble of actors who couldn’t
be more perfectly cast.

"My Afternoons with Margueritte" opens
in New York and Los Angeles on Friday,
Sept. 16. In Los Angeles its first performanc-
es will be at Laemmle’s Royal Theatre, 11523
Santa Monica Blvd. in West Los Angeles.

news@smdp.com

WWiillll  yyoouu  rriiddee??

This week, city officials will hold a
groundbreaking ceremony for the Expo
Light Rail line. Many feel that it will
relieve traffic on the Westside.

SSoo,,  tthhiiss  wweeeekk’’ss  QQ--LLiinnee  qquueessttiioonn  aasskkss::

Will you ride the light rail line or do
you think it is being over-hyped?

Contact qqlliinnee@@ssmmddpp..ccoomm before FFrriiddaayy  aatt
55  pp..mm.. and we’ll print your answers in the
weekend edition of the Daily Press. You
can also call ((331100))  445588--77773377  eexxtt..  110022.

MOVIE REVIEW

Spend 86 delightful minutes
with Germain and Margueritte



GREG RISLING
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES When federal agents arrested dozens of mem-
bers of the notorious Mongols motorcycle gang in 2008, they
proudly displayed for the public what they'd seized: rifles,
handguns, chrome-covered Harley-Davidson choppers and
leather vests adorned with the club's insignia.

Nearly three years later, it's difficult to find out exactly
what happened to guys with nicknames like "Reaper,"
''Risky" and "Peligroso" in the legal system.

Nine of those charged with racketeering conspiracy had
their plea agreements and sentencing records sealed and the
gang's former national president Ruben "Doc" Cavazos was
sentenced last Thursday in federal court behind closed
doors. Only after repeated prodding by The Associated Press,

did U.S. District Judge Otis Wright on Tuesday relay the
information through federal prosecutors that he sent
Cavazos to prison for 14 years.

No other details were given.
An AP reporter made repeated attempts over the past

couple of months to find out when Cavazos was scheduled
to be sentenced but was unsuccessful. Wright's Sept. 8 calen-
dar mentioned two matters that were under seal and neither
listed the defendant's name nor the case number. The hear-
ing was closed to the public and it appears, according to the
court docket, that the public and media weren't notified in
advance.

While sealed plea agreements are the norm — often to
protect those who have cooperated with authorities — keep-
ing the sentence and the hearing confidential is highly
unusual, several legal experts told AP.

"I don't know of any authority that would allow the court
to keep that information from being part of the public
record," said Michael Brennan, a law professor at the
University of Southern California. "What the guy was sen-
tenced to doesn't involve issues of confidentiality. I think the
public is entitled to a number."

Email messages left for Wright's court clerk were for-
warded to a court spokesman who didn't immediately
respond to inquiries made by AP. U.S. District Judge Audrey
Collins, the chief judge for the Central District of California,
said it's not common practice to close a sentencing hearing
but she would defer to Wright's determination.

"What I think is that whatever a judge decides is necessary
for the safety of the litigants in his or her courtroom,"
Collins said. "I know this case involved some dangerous peo-
ple."

Calls to Cavazos' deputy federal public defender, John
Littrell, were not returned. Littrell requested the judge to seal
documents regarding his client, said Assistant U.S. Attorney
Christopher Brunwin. The reason for sealing was due to
underlying issues that Brunwin couldn't talk about.

Seventy-nine Mongols were charged in federal court with
various crimes, ranging from conspiracy to weapons posses-
sion, in October 2008. Prosecutors said the gang, which is
mostly Latino, was involved in murder, torture and drug
trafficking, and funded itself in part by stealing credit card
account information.

Most notable was Cavazos, a former CAT scan technician
at a Los Angeles hospital, who handed out the orders and
brokered a deal with the Mexican Mafia over the collection
of drug payments in areas controlled by that gang, according
to a 177-page indictment.

Many of those charged have pleaded guilty, but their
agreements were sealed, including the one for Cavazos, who
pleaded guilty in January 2009 to one count of racketeering
conspiracy that carried a maximum life sentence. AP asked
another federal judge to unseal the plea deals, but its motion
was rejected seven months later because of safety concerns
for the defendants and their families. Federal prosecutors
initially sought to keep the agreements sealed.

New York-based defense attorney Marc Mukasey, a for-
mer federal prosecutor who has handled drug cartel cases,
said he's been involved in a couple of closed sentencing hear-
ings in which the public was notified of when it would hap-
pen. However, he believes the public's right to know must be
weighed against any security concerns a judge might have.

"The court has a duty to impose punishment and to take
into account the general deterrence it will have on other peo-
ple who think about committing similar crimes," Mukasey
said. "The world should know about that."

Judges have kept sentencing hearings open for the most
dangerous and notorious of defendants, including 9/11 con-
spirator Zacarias Moussaoui, mob boss John Gotti and
Oklahoma City bomber Timothy McVeigh.

In the same district where Cavazos was sentenced, even
the suspected leaders of the violent Aryan Brotherhood
prison gang were sentenced in open court five years ago.

A federal appellate court in May sided with media organ-
izations arguing they are entitled to attend sentencing hear-
ings. The 5th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals ruled a federal
judge could not close the sentencing hearing of drug cartel
kingpin Oziel Cardenas-Guillen without first giving news
outlets and the public the opportunity to challenge that
decision.

"We do not decide whether the district court's decision to
close the sentencing proceeding was substantively wrong,
but we reverse the order denying the motion to open the
sentencing proceeding because the district court did not fol-
low the required procedures before rendering its decision to
close," the three-judge panel wrote in its decision.

Brennan said Cavazos' 14-year sentence indicates he
probably gave valuable information about the Mongols to
federal prosecutors that will allow him to be released from
custody eventually.

"This is a deal that he obviously earned," Brennan said.
"The government doesn't give anything away."
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SUE MANNING
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES Guide dogs and their handlers have always
undergone intense training on dealing with distractions
from squirrels to skateboarders. But today's guide dogs have
a whole new generation of things to worry about: quiet cars,
button-activated walk signals, stroller traffic on handi-
capped curb-cuts, and a greater likelihood of interacting
with other dogs.

"It used to be you encountered other dogs mostly on side-
walks while you were going down the street," said Morgan
Watkins, acting president and chief executive officer of
Guide Dogs for the Blind, which has campuses in San Rafael,
north of San Francisco, and in Boring, Oregon.

Nowadays, he said, a guide dog might encounter another
dog in a supermarket aisle or at the mall or the dentist's office,
he said. There are few places pets can't be found these days.

"We work very hard with the assumption that your dog
can be distracted anywhere," said Watkins, who started los-
ing his vision at age 11.

Anything or anyone that keeps a guide dog from focusing
on its work is considered a distraction — and becomes
something the dog is trained to ignore.

Everyone can help guide dogs and their handlers avoid
some distractions. One basic rule: Don't pet a guide dog
without permission.

Because the dogs are so highly trained and well-behaved,
people want to touch them, Watkins said. Many times, he
said, he has reached down to learn which way his dog Will is
looking, only to find someone else's hand already on the dog.

Another simple way to minimize distractions for guide

dogs is to keep your own dog leashed.
If a dog barks at Will, Watkins said he would probably

keep moving. "Odds are he won't flinch," he said. Guide dogs
are also not trained to fight. If a guide dog is attacked by
another animal, handlers will drop the harness and call for
help.

Another new distraction or hazard for guide dog teams is
the electric car.

Watkins has excellent hearing and can usually make out
the sound of an electric car, but it's difficult at noisy inter-
sections. That's why guide dogs are taught intelligent disobe-
dience — defying an order to keep a partner safe, Watkins
explained. If Watkins tells Will to go and there is an electric
car going through an intersection, he will not go.

When the dog disobeys, "I follow my dog. It's part of the
trust," he said.

In addition to quiet cars, other environmental elements
and distractions that have necessitated changes in guide-dog
training include six-lane streets, traffic islands, roundabouts,
cars turning right on red, wheelchair-accessible curbs, but-
ton-activated walk signals and even baby strollers using
handicapped ramps and curb cuts, Watkins said.

Watkins got his first guide dog at age 40 and became CEO
of Guide Dogs for the Blind after a long career in computer
technology. Walking with Will, he feels through the harness
when the dog turns his body, changes pace or cranes his
head. "The dog isn't making noise, the environment is mak-
ing noise. He sees and leads. I direct and praise," he said.

Cecilia von Beroldingen, who lost her sight as an adult,
relies on all types of technology, from a talking GPS called
TrekkerBreeze that tells her where she is and how to get
home, to an iPhone app that audibly identifies currency, bar-

codes and colors.
But von Beroldingen, who runs a state forensic training

facility in Sacramento called the California Criminalistics
Institute, relies on a guide dog in addition to the technology.
The gadgets won't steer her clear of obstacles like tree limbs
or ladders or a forgotten child's toy. They won't find her a
seat at the airport, help her board a bus or navigate an esca-
lator. And when the day is done, no mechanical device can
compete with the warmth of a loving dog at her side, a com-
panion she trust like no other.

She got her first dog, Kola, in 1994. "She saved my life, she
was my best friend," she said.

Von Beroldingen got Kola and her current guide dog
from Guide Dogs for the Blind. The organization breeds its
own dogs, with puppies spending their first eight weeks at
San Rafael, followed by 16 months with a trainer for those
dogs that are suited for the program. After two or three
months at a school, the dog teams up with its handler and is
trained for another few weeks.

Watkins said the school pairs up humans and dogs that
have the same personalities, same demeanor, even the same
gait. If the blind person can't afford vet care, Guide Dogs will
pay for it, he said.

Most guide dogs work until they are 8 to 10 years old,
Watkins said. When they retire, they can stay with their part-
ner or Guide Dogs will place them in an adoptive home.

Guide Dogs for the Blind trained about 2,200 of the
10,000 guide dogs working in the U.S. and Canada today.
September is National Guide Dog month and several groups
are working to raise money and awareness for the cause,
including Dick Van Patten's Natural Balance pet food, Petco
and Independent Pet Food Stores.

Guide dogs deal with more distractions than ever before 
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Ashley Archibald ashley@smdp.com
SHOWDOWN: Heal the Bay Communications Director Matthew King views the 'Oceans At Risk’
art house on Aug. 8 during its unveiling. City Hall says that the structure must come down.

Facebook page, 1,500 people followed its
Twitter account and hundreds stopped by in
person to view the piece, which artists RISK
and RETNA painted to depict the sky, the sea
and the pollution that mars them both.

“A couple went there to take their
Christmas card picture,” Corlin said.

Within hours, however, he had an order
from the Building and Safety Division to
remove each of the 138 panels, posthaste.

As it happened, in keeping the work
secret from the neighborhood, Corlin had
also neglected to tell City Hall, or get the
required permits to put up the art.

“It’s a non-permitted structure,” said Chris
Lee of the Building and Safety Division.“It did
not get clearance from the Planning
Department or Building and Safety.”

City officials consider the piece a struc-
ture, although it’s composed of the 4-foot-
by-4-foot panels wired into scaffolding sur-
rounding a home that Corlin purchased
with the intent to rehabilitate.

As such, it must be approved for location
and height, Lee said, which requires review
by several city agencies including Building
and Safety, the Planning Department and
the Architectural Review Board.

Corlin never intended to leave the piece
up longer than Sept. 17, when Heal the Bay
will host Santa Monica’s section of the
California Coastal Cleanup, an event which
brings hundreds of people out in this city
alone to cleanse the beach of trash.

Even a temporary exhibition requires a
permit, city officials said.

Corlin protested that he’d done every-
thing right.

“I consulted with a structural engineer, I’m
a builder and I believe it’s safe,” Corlin said.

There’s also an armed security guard and
a padlocked chain link fence between the
piece and any who would disturb it.

While Corlin provided those protections
for the house, others provided more for him.

E-mails from lawyers offering to repre-
sent him and the piece pro bono flooded his
mailbox.

One of those was Christine Arden, of the
law firm Pfeiffer Thigpen FitzGibbon & Ziontz.

“I think it’s a wonderful cause and a
beautiful piece,” Arden said. “What I liked
about it is that it stimulates conversation.”

Arden contends that the secretive con-
struction and dramatic unveiling of the
piece was necessary to spur conversation
about the health of the oceans, something
that could never have been achieved through
a lengthy public process.

So far, officials have refused invitations to
come and examine the piece themselves for
safety, Arden said.

Despite reports to the contrary, City Hall
has not yet levied any fines against Corlin for
his refusal to remove the piece, Lee said.

To ensure removal, the City Attorney’s
Office would have to take Corlin to court,
which Lee described as a “last resort.”

That could result in Corlin paying out of
his own pocket for municipally-hired work-
ers to remove the panels, which could be an
expensive proposition.

It will probably already be down by the
time any action is taken.

“I’m staying to my mission of what I
wanted to do, and I’m not deviating,” Corlin
said. “I’m not keeping it up longer just to
prove a point.”

ashley@smdp.com

ART
FROM PAGE 1
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little bit of everything. There were some long
days.”

That said, Venegas, who worked in Bell
from Aug. 3 to Aug. 17, enjoyed his time
there, even if he had to spend some of his
vacation days in the process.

“What made it so beneficial to me was the
reaffirmation of why we are in public serv-
ice,” he said. “We’re there to help people and
the city of Bell needs some help.”

Venegas was approached by Santa Monica
City Manager Rod Gould during the depart-
ment’s annual National Night Out event.
Gould, a member of the International
City/County Management Association, heard
from colleagues that Bell was having a difficult
time attracting candidates to take over the
reigns. When Hampian asked for help, Gould
wanted to do what he could to lend a hand.

“Most people react in horror at the
thought of being anywhere near Bell given
the radioactive nature [of what occurred
there,] but Al didn’t hesitate,” Gould said.
“In typical fashion, Al said ‘All right, I’ll go.’”

Gould said he wanted to provide assis-
tance to Bell, but also provide Venegas with
the rare opportunity to lead a city and gain
valuable experience that he could bring back
to Santa Monica.

And Venegas volunteered to use his vaca-
tion time so as not to cost the Santa Monica
taxpayers a dime, he said.

“Bell is not a charity case by any means,”
Venegas added. “Those left behind are com-
mitted to ensuring the city runs well. It was
part of the healing process. The next step is
to bring about good government and trans-
parency. They needed help. That for me

made it all worthwhile.”
Hampian praised Venegas’ work ethic.
“[He’s] a great guy with no ego,”

Hampian said in an interview with the San
Luis Obispo Tribune. (Hampian served as
the city manager of San Luis Obispo). “He
worked with little more than a card table as
a desk, staying late, showing up early and
taking his vacation to do so.”

Gould said Venegas’ actions are appreci-
ated.

“He made us proud in Santa Monica.”

kevinh@smdp.com 
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that by 2030, the line will transport 64,000
riders daily.

“We expect that’s on the low side,” said
Rick Thorpe, the CEO of the construction
authority.

While Expo has a number of projections,
the one thing it can’t predict at this point is
the start date of construction.

Crews have been out for weeks doing
potholing work and checking for utilities on
Colorado Avenue and elsewhere on the line, but
that’s all preliminary to actual construction.

In fact, whatever the golden shovels at the
groundbreaking may have suggested, much
of the line as it pertains to Santa Monica is
still in the design phases.

That particularly applies to what Expo
calls “betterments,” or improvements on the
basic design for each station that City Hall
specifically requests.

One example of that would be the side plat-
form at Bergamot Station, which would allow
riders to exit the train on either side for better
access to the Bergamot Transit Village, a
mixed-use development planned for the area.

The side platform also reduces the foot-
print of the station and leaves more room
for the 17-mile bike path that previous
designs had narrowed to the point that bicy-
clists would have had to dismount at
Bergamot Station.

“That’s one of the advantages of the side
platform,” said Francie Stefan, a community
and strategic planning manager with City
Hall. “When (the platform) was between the
two tracks, they had to straddle it. With the

side platform, it narrowed that. That’s a real
advantage of the layout.”

Those designs, while conceptualized,
haven’t been priced out yet, and will return to
the council at a later meeting, Thorpe said.

Design aside, Expo couldn’t begin con-
struction if it wanted to.

In March 2010, a coalition of homeown-
ers’ groups called Neighbors for Smart Rail
filed a lawsuit against Expo, asking it to go
back to its environmental impact report and
take another look at the consequences of
putting at-grade crossings on certain streets.

The coalition contended that the report
didn’t address the potential problem in any
way, said founder Terri Tippit.

“If we prevail, all it means is they have to do
another EIR and look at grade separation dif-
ferently, or look at it at all, period,” Tippit said.

Los Angeles Superior Court Judge
Thomas McKnew ruled for Expo in
February, declaring that the organization
had met or exceeded the requirements of
state law in its environmental impact report.

Neighbors for Safe Rail appealed the
decision, and are still waiting on their next
court date.

Tippit hopes that the ruling will come
down no later than November, although
there’s no guarantee. For Expo’s part, the
goal is to wrap up the litigation before it fin-
ishes up design and pre-construction work.

“We’re cautiously optimistic that will be
resolved by the time we get to the construc-
tion side of the project,” Thorpe said.

The design time might be positive if only
to satisfy City Council members, who
seemed put off by features like fencing and
other blockades that would be installed to
separate the light rail cars from traffic as

they chug down Colorado Avenue between
17th and Fourth streets.

Pedestrians would also be hindered by the
set up, and limited to signalized crossings.

“Why do you feel the need to do things that
take us out of the realm of complete streets
and put barricades in the way of free flow?”
asked Council member Kevin McKeown.

He then flipped through a slide show of
photos from other global cities with light rail
lines that run unimpeded despite cars and
foot traffic.

“I realize there are three of us negotiating

here,” McKeown said, referring to the
California Public Utilities Commission,
which has authority over the crossings, “but I
think that there may be some things we could
do that wouldn’t require the kinds of fencing
that would change the character of the street.”

In a unanimous vote, with Council mem-
ber Bobby Shriver absent, the council sent
the project on with direction to examine
how to balance safety for cars and pedestri-
ans with unimpeded streets.

ashley@smdp.com

EXPO
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Daniel Archuleta daniela@smdp.com
SLOW: A worker leads cars around a construction site last month of exploratory work for the Expo
Light Rail line on Colorado Avenue. Traffic was backed up for blocks in either direction.
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that his team let up against an overmatched
opponent on the road.

He hopes that this year’s edition of the
Vikings doesn’t repeat that gaff.

“This year, the difference will be focus,”
Clark said. “These guys have a different sense
of urgency. They want to be champs, winners.”

Samohi’s core of veteran leadership is
what has Clark high on his team. Coming off
a 35-0 shutout of Leuzinger in the season
opener last week, he’s satisfied with his
team’s progress.

He pointed to first-year starting quarter-
back Christian Salem’s ability to manage the
game as a positive sign. Clark didn’t ask
Salem to pass much, hoping to open up the
offense slowly, adding plays to their package
as they go. While Salem gains command of
the offense, the Vikings will continue to lean
on its stable of running backs.

Chief among the group is senior Kori
Garcia, who ran for over 90 yards and a pair
of touchdowns during the Leuzinger game.
Senior transfer London Lewis added two
scores of his own.

A pleasant surprise last week was the
emergence of sophomore running back Will
Taylor. He carried the ball five times with his
longest run gaining 25 yards. That perform-
ance has Clark reconsidering how he distrib-
utes the ball.

He thinks that the steady play of seniors
like Garcia and Lewis is rubbing off on
Taylor as he assumes a greater role on the
team.

Knowing he has backup at running back,
Garcia is putting his money on the Vikings.

“I think we can run on them,” he said.

“Wait, I know we can run on them.”
Despite being considered favorites,

Garcia added that the team is confident, but
has “our heads on straight.”

Rushing the ball is shaping up to be the
theme of the game.

Pali runs a triple option offense with a
packed backfield. Leading the way is quar-
terback Nathan Dodson, a player Head
Coach Perry Jones said can pass, too.

“We hope he’s going to develop into a
balanced threat,” Jones said.

When Dodson isn’t tasked with keeping it
himself, he’ll be handing off to running back
Arte Miura, a player the second-year coach
calls “our main dude.”

Facing a running team is fine by Clark,
who said that his defense has shown the abil-
ity to be stout against the run and pass as
they were against Leuzinger.

He expects Pali to come out trying to
pound the ball at the heart of Samohi’s
defense. The opportunity to stick it to Samohi
after losing the past few seasons should also
be a motivating factor for the Pali Dolphins.
According to school officials, Samohi’s win-
ning streak over Pali dates to at least 1995.

“It will be a physical game,” Clark said. “I
love it, it’s old school football.”

The only problem for Clark was getting a
read on Pali’s personnel after watching film
from its opening loss to El Camino Real.
Being so early in the season, it was difficult
to grasp what they could do. But, he did note
that they have talent and are balanced on
both offense and defense.

“They have a lot of team speed,” he said.
“They are also bigger than us up front.

“This will be a good challenge for my
boys.”

daniela@smdp.com

SAMOHI
FROM PAGE 3
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said. "We wanted to come up with some-
thing that could be used by local planners."

The San Francisco State study is the latest
to predict major consequences for California
due to rising seas. In 2009, in a report fund-
ed by three California agencies, the Pacific
Institute determined that nearly half a mil-
lion people, wetlands, ecosystems and infra-
structure would be at risk. They estimated
that average projections find that seas would
rise 4 to 5 feet by 2100, causing $100 billion
in damage.

One of the communities San Francisco
State profiled was Venice Beach, which
could lose up to $440 million in tourism
and tax revenue if the Pacific Ocean rises
55 inches by 2100. The study found sea
level rise could cause $52 million in flood
damage to homes in the Venice Beach
area, and nearly $39 million in habitat

loses.
The new report also found Zuma

Beach and Broad Beach in Malibu could
lose up to $500 million in tourism spend-
ing, $28.5 million in damage to homes
and more than $102 million in losses to
habitat.

And San Francisco's Ocean Beach could
see $540 million in damage to land, build-
ings and infrastructure.

Naturally, the damage predicted at each
beach community differs by its geography,
economy and land use decisions made by
local officials.

While building seawalls to help pro-
tect buildings from an encroaching sea
has been one response, King said, in
some cases, allowing coastline to retreat
or bolstering beaches with plants or
other nourishment could be more cost-
effective.

"Sea level rise will send reverberations
throughout local and state economies," King
said.

been rejected.
"We still filed a claim," Messina said.

"They're the ones who made a mistake.
They would have had him three years ago. If
they had followed my tip, they would have
nailed him."

Messina's attorney, Michael Gowdey, did
not immediately return two calls seeking
comment Wednesday.

Messina said he was in Santa Monica
with his wife and children when he saw a
man who resembled Bulger standing by a
pier, wearing shorts and reading a thick
book. He said that when a young couple
walked by, Bulger appeared to notice the
man's shirt, which had some kind of Boston
insignia on it.

"He said, 'Hey, are you from Boston?'"
Messina said. "Then they started talking
about various places in Boston."

Messina said he then looked on the
"America's Most Wanted" website, recog-
nized the man he saw as Bulger and called
staff members at the show to give them his
tip. He said he later was told by the staff
members that they had passed his tip along
to the FBI.

Neither the FBI nor the U.S. attorney's
office in Boston would confirm whether the
reward had been paid. A spokeswoman for
U.S. Attorney Carmen Ortiz said the FBI want-
ed to protect the identity of the tipster and

information related to the reward would be
released "if and when the time is appropriate."

Authorities have said only that the tipster
was a woman who saw a television news
report about a publicity campaign in the
manhunt for Bulger, now 82, and Greig, 60.
The couple were captured within days after
the FBI began the campaign.

Grieg is charged with conspiracy to har-
bor and conceal a fugitive. She and Bulger
have pleaded not guilty.

Bulger's lawyers were in court Wednesday
to update a judge on discovery material
turned over by prosecutors.

Attorney J.W. Carney Jr. said the defense
has begun to go through thousands of docu-
ments but needs more time before it can
report back to the court. A judge scheduled
another status conference for Nov. 21.

Several people who say their family mem-
bers were Bulger's victims were in court.

Patricia Donahue, the widow of Michael
Donahue, who was fatally shot in 1982, said
she and her adult son, Tom Donahue, plan
to attend every hearing.

"We started this knowing this would be a
long haul, and we're going to stick with it,"
she said.

Tom Donahue said: "We want to be here
for my father."

Michael Donahue, a truck driver, was
killed during a hit on a man who was coop-
erating with investigators against Bulger.
Donahue gave the man a ride home. Bulger
and another man are accused of riddling
their car with bullets.

BULGER
FROM PAGE 3

RISE
FROM PAGE 3
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Associated Press

BP bears ultimate responsibility for the
worst offshore oil spill in U.S. history, a key
government panel said Wednesday in a
report that assigns more blame to the com-
pany than other investigations and could
hurt its effort to fend off criminal charges
and billions of dollars in penalties.

The report concluded that BP violated
federal regulations, ignored crucial warn-
ings, was inattentive to safety and made bad
decisions during the cementing of the well a
mile beneath the Gulf of Mexico.

Eleven rig workers were killed in the April
2010 explosion, and some 200 million gallons
of crude spewed from the bottom of the sea.

The investigation was conducted by a
team from the two main agencies responsi-
ble for drilling and safety in federal waters:
the Coast Guard and the Bureau of Ocean
Energy Management Regulation and
Enforcement.

In the report, other companies shared
some of the blame. Rig owner Transocean
was accused of being deficient in preventing
or limiting the disaster, in part by bypassing
alarms and automatic shutdown systems.
Halliburton, the contractor responsible for
mixing and testing the cement, was faulted
as well.

But BP, as the designated operator of the
Macondo well, "was ultimately responsible
for conducting operations at Macondo in a
way that ensured the safety and protection of
personnel, equipment, natural resources and
the environment," the panel concluded.

The report identifies many of the same
causes and faulty decisions found by previ-
ous investigations, including those conduct-
ed by a presidential commission, congres-
sional committees and the companies them-
selves. But some of those earlier investiga-
tions spread the blame more evenly.

The new report also marks the first time
an investigative body looking into the spill
has identified specific violations of federal
regulations by BP and its contractors.

The findings will be used to shape
reforms in offshore drilling safety and regu-
lation. They will also be used by lawyers for
victims involved in court battles over the oil
spill, and by government agencies consider-
ing charges and penalties.

"It is only a question of time before BP —
along with Transocean and Halliburton —
will face criminal charges for their roles in
the Gulf oil spill," said David Uhlmann, a
University of Michigan law professor who
formerly led the Justice Department's envi-
ronmental crimes section.

The Justice Department hasn't comment-
ed on where its probe stands.

Congressional leaders immediately
scheduled hearings to discuss the findings,

BP responded to the report by saying it is
time for "other parties to acknowledge their
roles in the accident and make changes to
help prevent similar accidents in the future."
Transocean said it takes exception to any
criticism of its drill crew. Halliburton did
not comment.

In the report, the primary cause of the
disaster was identified — again — as the
failure of the cement seal in the well. While
it was Halliburton's job to mix and test the
cement, BP had the final word and made a
series of decisions that saved money but
increased risk and may have contributed to
the cement's failure, the panel said.

The report said BP, and in some cases its
contractors, violated seven federal regula-
tions at the time of the disaster.

The violations include failure to take nec-
essary precautions to keep the well under
control at all times, and failure to securely
cement the well and maintain the blowout
preventer. Cement is used as a barrier in
wells to keep the highly pressurized oil and
gas bottled up.

This report is likely to carry more weight
in Congress than the other investigations.
Republican lawmakers had said they were
unwilling to adopt reforms until the federal
investigation was complete.

Since the disaster, the Obama administra-
tion has reorganized the offshore drilling
agency and boosted safety regulations. But
Congress has yet to pass a single piece of leg-
islation to address safety gaps highlighted by
the disaster.

The panel recommended further changes
to offshore drilling practices, including
requiring at least two barriers in a well —
one mechanical, one cement. BP's well had a
single barrier, the cement. The last line of
defense, the blowout preventer, failed
because a kink in the well pipe prevented the
device from pinching the well shut, the panel
found.

In the report's 57 findings, only one per-
son — BP engineer Mark Hafle — is men-
tioned by name. It said Hafle failed to inves-
tigate or resolve anomalies detected during
the cementing and did not run a test that
evaluates the quality of the cement job. Hafle
still works for BP.

Hafle refused to testify before the federal
panel in the summer of 2010, citing his con-
stitutional right against self-incrimination.

"Will this be the investigation that goes
past corporate plea deals and fines to hand-
cuffs and jail time? It's an open question,"
said Kendall Coffey, former U.S. attorney in
Miami. "I think this Justice Department is
going to try hard to make cases against indi-
viduals and seek prison time if that can be
justified."

Fed report: Oil giant BP to
blame for massive Gulf spill 
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MATTHEW CRAFT
AP Business Writer

NEW YORK A promise by European leaders to
help Greece avoid default sent stocks sharply
higher Wednesday for the third straight day.

The leaders of Greece, France and
Germany agreed in a teleconference that
Greece was an "integral" part of the 17-
country bloc that uses the euro. Greece also
said it would stick to agreements to trim its
debts, a condition for getting more financial
help. The statements were intended to calm
fears that Greece was headed for default or
might be forced to drop the euro.

The Dow Jones industrial average rose
140.88 points, or 1.3 percent, to close at
11,246.73. The Dow sank as many as 112
points within the first hour of trading, then
rose steadily through the rest of the day.

"The news out of Europe is beginning to
sound a bit more friendly," said Peter
Cardillo, chief market economist at Rockwell
Global Capital, a brokerage in New York.
Investors remain far from convinced that
Europe's debt crisis will be solved. "Once
they are, some of this fear will dissipate."

The Standard & Poor's 500 index rose
15.81 points, or 1.3 percent, to 1,188.68. The
Nasdaq composite rose 40.40, or 1.6 percent,
to 2,572.55.

European stock indexes rose sharply in
the hours leading up to the meeting as
investors hoped the talks would be produc-
tive. Germany's DAX gained 3.4 percent and
France's CAC-40 1.9 percent.

The threat of a Greek default and the dam-
age it could wreak on financial markets has
had investors on edge in the past two weeks,
lifting Treasurys and weighing on stocks. The
yield on the 10-year Treasury note hit a record
low on Monday of 1.87 percent and the S&P
500 has only risen three days this month.

Uri Landesman, president of the New York
hedge fund Platinum Partners, said investors
have overreacted. "They're just not going to let
them go under," he said. "That's just not hap-
pening. I think people have learned the lesson
from letting Lehman Brothers fail."

Among U.S. stocks in focus, ConAgra
Foods Inc. said it would withdraw its $5.17
billion bid for Ralcorp Holdings Inc. if the
company doesn't consider its bid by Monday
evening. Ralcorp has already rejected several
bids from ConAgra since March. Ralcorp's
stock dropped 7 percent to $79.11. ConAgra
fell 2 percent to $23.45.

Computer maker Dell Inc. rose 3 percent
to $14.86. Dell said Tuesday it will add $5
billion to its existing $2.1 billion stock-buy-
back plan. Dell bought $1.1 billion of its
stock in the second quarter.

Staples Inc. rose 3 percent to $14.60 after
the company said it will buy up to $1.5 billion
of its own stock. The office-supply company's
stock has dropped 36 percent this year.

The gains came despite a report that retail
sales were flat in August. People spent less on
autos, clothing and furniture as fears mount-
ed that the country was slipping into a reces-
sion and as the stock market took a steep fall.
Economists had expected a slight gain.

Wall Street gets boost from
positive Greece debt news
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MATT SEDENSKY
Associated Press

Day after day, Hazel Eng sat on her couch, a
blank stare on her face. The powerful antipsy-
chotics she was taking often cloaked her in
sedation. And when they didn't, the 89-year-
old lashed out at her nursing home's aides with
such anger and frequency her daughter won-
dered if her mother would be better off dead.

Until, in a matter of days, everything
seemed to change.

Eng's daughter, Jean Lynch, says her
mother was moved to a different section of
the Ecumen home in North Branch, Minn.,
and taken off every drug but her daily
aspirin. She now beams as she ambles the
hallways, reads the newspaper, tells stories
and constantly laughs.

"Now I hope she lives till she's 200 years
old," Lynch said. "She's just so happy."

Antipsychotics are meant primarily to
help control hallucinations, delusions and
other abnormal behavior in people suffering
from schizophrenia and bipolar disorder,
but they're also given to hundreds of thou-
sands of elderly nursing home patients in
the U.S. to pacify aggressive and paranoid
behavior related to dementia.

The drugs can limit seniors' ability to effec-
tively communicate, socialize or participate in
everyday life. But a series of warnings has
prompted a movement of nursing homes try-
ing to reduce the decades-old practice, often
resulting in remarkably positive changes.

Still, doctors say the drugs are sometimes
the only things that help the small number
of dementia patients that display psychotic
behavior, making them a danger to them-
selves and others.

Ecumen's three-year-old program called
"Awakenings" isn't just about reducing
drugs. Personalized care plans use exercise,
aromatherapy, pets and other methods.
Patients who were sedated and detached are
now playing video games, listening to music
and playing balloon volleyball.

"It was quiet before but now it's not," said
Eva Lanigan, a nurse who piloted Ecumen's
program. "Life is going on here again."

A government audit released in May
looked at Medicare payments for atypical
antipsychotics, as a newer class of the drugs
is known, and found in a six-month period
that was analyzed in 2007, about one in
seven nursing home patients aged 65 or
older had been prescribed them. Some 83
percent of Medicare claims for such drugs
were for off-label purposes such as demen-
tia, the audit found.

Since 2005, atypical antipsychotics have
been under an FDA warning alerting doctors
they could increase the risk of death in
patients with dementia due to heart attacks
or pneumonia. The most common atypical
antipsychotics are sold under the brand
names Risperdal, Zyprexa, Seroquel,
Geodon, Abilify and Invega.

An older class of the drugs, known as typ-
ical antipsychotics, was added to the FDA
warning three years later.

The warnings did not apply to other med-
icines widely used in nursing homes, such as
the antidepressants Prozac and Paxil, and the
anti-anxiety medicines Xanax and Valium.

Still, off-label use of antipsychotics has
continued to be widespread. Some see it as a
crutch, used to quiet seniors' outbursts or
mask difficult personalities, though many
others say it's the only pharmaceutical
option to treat a patient with a cadre of
behavioral problems.

"Give someone enough medications, you

don't have to worry about them wandering
around or cursing or fighting," said Dr. Karl
Dhana, medical director at MorseLife, which
operates a nursing home in West Palm
Beach, Fla.

For several years, MorseLife has done
quarterly reviews of any patient on an
antipsychotic, antidepressant or sedative to
see if such medication is necessary. At the
start, around a quarter of patients were on
such drugs. Dhana said the rate is now
around 14 percent.

But the shift hasn't been without chal-
lenges. There are no FDA-approved drugs
for behavioral problems related to dementia.
Nursing home patients today are often sick-
er and showing more signs of behavior
problems than in years past.

Dr. Jason Karlawish, a fellow at the
University of Pennsylvania's Institute on
Aging, said he uses antipsychotics in only
about 5 percent of his dementia patients. But
sometimes they're the only thing that helps,
such as with a woman he treated who was
showing clear signs of psychoses, convinced
that her house was on fire.

She attacked caregivers, tore pictures off
the wall, wouldn't eat or be bathed. When
she was put on an antipsychotic, the symp-
toms subsided, Karlawish said.

"There is a role for these drugs," he said.
Cobble Hill Health Center, a Brooklyn

nursing home, began a program several
years back to reduce such drugs, but the
home's medical director, Dr. Louis
Mudannayake still remembers the dooms-
day prediction of one nurse.

"She said, 'Lou, you're crazy! We're going
to have all the patients stripping," he recalled.

Cobble Hill has cut the number of
patients on antipsychotics from about 30
percent to less than 15 percent, and the
nurse's predictions never came true. The
staff has learned to help patients avoid out-
bursts without pills. The solution is often
simple: Asking before entering a room, serv-
ing a meal earlier or putting on a favorite
Nat King Cole album.

Private "old age homes" began cropping
up after Social Security was established in
1935 and by the 1950s, antipsychotic drugs
were commonplace and remained so for
decades. Some estimated as many as 85 per-
cent of nursing home patients were being
given antipsychotics before the Nursing
Home Reform Law was passed in 1987.

The use of such drugs was reduced — by
around one-third, by some estimates —
after the law, but then began to increase
again once new antipsychotics were intro-
duced in the 1990s.

The FDA's warning on the drugs led to
nursing homes again rethinking their use of
antipsychotics. Dr. Izchak Kohen, a geriatric
psychiatrist for North Shore-Long Island
Jewish Health System, surveyed nursing
homes across the country and found 39.1
percent had decreased their use of the drugs
since the warning.

Spending by Medicaid — the largest payer
of nursing home care in the U.S. — also indi-
cates a shift. For all age groups, in the 2006 fis-
cal year, antipsychotics drug bills totaled
about $7.9 billion for Medicaid. The follow-
ing year, it dropped to about $4.9 billion.
Spending in 2008, the latest year for which
data is available, totaled about $3.7 billion.

However, the increasing use of generics
may have also helped bring the dollar figure
down. The addition of the Medicare prescrip-
tion drug program, for which some Medicaid
patients are also eligible, is also believed to
have drawn down the spending figure.

Push underway to cut 
drugs for dementia patients 
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DARLENE SUPERVILLE
Associated Press

RALEIGH, N.C. President Barack Obama
urged enthusiastic college students
Wednesday to join him in his fight to get
Congress to act on his new jobs bill. "Every
single one of you can help make this bill a
reality," the president called out at a hot and
noisy rally at North Carolina State University.

Someone in the crowd yelled out, "I love
you!"

"If you love me you got to help me pass
this bill," the president responded.

It was Obama's second campaign-style rally
in two days as he pushes for action on his $450
billion jobs plan. His program is running into
a buzz saw of opposition from Republicans —
and even some in his own Democratic Party
— over his plans to raise taxes on the wealthy
and corporations to pay for it.

The president was in Ohio Tuesday, and
last week in Virginia, as he travels key elec-
toral states to sell the plan with the economy
stuck in neutral heading into his 2012 re-
election campaign.

On Wednesday Obama's focus was small
businesses, which would be helped by Social
Security payroll tax cuts. Before speaking, he
toured WestStar Precision, a small business
in the Raleigh suburb of Apex. It makes spe-
cialized components for the aerospace, med-
ical and alternative energy industries.

He also announced plans to try to speed
payments to federal contractors.

Republicans have accused Obama of
playing politics by presenting them with tax
hike ideas they've already rejected. But
Obama said Wednesday, "We've got to make
sure everybody pays their fair share, includ-
ing the wealthiest Americans and the biggest
corporations."

"It'd be nice if we could do it all, but we
can't. We've got to make choices. That's what
governing's about. And we know what's

right," the president said.
He told the students: "The time for hand-

wringing is over. The time for moping around
is over. We've got to kick off our bedroom
slippers and put on our marching shoes."

The president's trip to North Carolina, a
traditionally Republican state he won in
2008, drew scorn from Republicans.

"This president is in love with the sound
of his own voice, he's in love with campaign-
ing, he's in love with fundraising, and he's in
love with the stump," said Republican
National Committee Chairman Reince
Priebus. "And he's doing what he loves to do
best, which is to go to battleground states,
masquerade as official business, use taxpayer
money to do it, and campaign."

As the president barnstormed the country
to build support for his plan, which he first
unveiled last week in a speech to Congress, he
drew support from House Democrats.

About 50 Democratic lawmakers called
Wednesday for quick passage of the jobs bill
and urged Americans to make their case in
calls to lawmakers.

"Fourteen million people do not have 14
months to wait," said Rep. John Larson, D-
Conn., who was surrounded by his col-
leagues on the steps of the Capitol's East
Front. He was referring to the number of
unemployed Americans and the time until
the next election.

Still, there appeared to be little if any
chance that the proposal would pass
Congress in one piece.

Republicans who control the House have
made clear they have little interest in
Obama's plans to increase spending for
things like school construction, highways,
bridges and other projects, which accounts
for nearly $200 billion of the legislation.
GOP lawmakers seem more open to
Obama's plans to extend unemployment
insurance and cut the Social Security payroll
tax for workers and businesses.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON Nervous that Social Security
seems under siege from all sides, congres-
sional liberals on Wednesday proposed rais-
ing the payroll tax that funds the program,
but only for people earning more than
$250,000 a year.

The legislation is designed to keep the
pension program solvent for the next 75
years, which is the standard used by govern-
ment actuaries, by putting an additional $6.5
trillion into the Social Security trust fund
over that period. The plan also is intended to
head off other efforts to overhaul the pro-
gram or trim benefits, or to use its funds to
help pay for debt reduction.

"No more discussion about raising the
retirement age, no more discussion about
cutting benefits, no more discussion about
privatization," said Rep. Peter DeFazio, D-
Ore., one of the sponsors.

With Republicans making opposition to
tax increases their mantra, the measure
seems to have little chance of enactment.

Nonetheless, it gives liberals a chance to
underscore their support for the widely pop-
ular program at a time when President
Barack Obama has proposed cutting the pay-
roll tax to help create jobs and GOP presiden-
tial contender Rick Perry, the Texas governor,
has called its finances a "Ponzi scheme."

The bill's sponsors noted that during his
2008 presidential campaign, Obama pro-

posed raising the payroll tax on people earn-
ing over $250,000. He's discussed the idea as
president but has yet to offer legislation fol-
lowing through on it.

Currently, workers and their employers
each owe a payroll tax of 6.2 percent of a
worker's wages up to $106,800 a year. That
tax would also be imposed on wages above
$250,000 under the liberals' plan. Other
sponsors include Sens. Bernard Sanders, I-
Vt., Barbara Boxer, D-Calif., and Sheldon
Whitehouse, D-R.I.

In an effort to boost consumer spending
and create jobs, Obama last week proposed
paring the 6.2 percent payroll tax on
employees to 3.1 percent next year and cut-
ting the payroll tax for employers as well. He
would replace the revenue Social Security
would lose with money from the govern-
ment's overall budget.

That plan has split liberals. Sanders said
he opposes it because it would make Social
Security more vulnerable to budget cuts.
Boxer said she favors it because it would cre-
ate jobs while protecting Social Security.

In debt reduction talks between Obama
and House Speaker John Boehner, R-Ohio,
this summer, they discussed a plan to slow
the growth of Social Security benefits that
they never embraced. In 2005, President
George W. Bush proposed letting recipients
turn part of their Social Security nest egg
into stock market investments. The idea
went nowhere.

President Obama touts jobs
bill benefits for small business 

Liberals would raise Social Security tax for rich 
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GREG RISLING
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES Los Angeles Dodgers owner
Frank McCourt will keep paying $225,000
per month to his ex-wife, but money once
used toward the mortgages of six luxurious
homes will come from a $1.1 million escrow
account, attorneys said Wednesday.

Attorneys for the former couple ham-
mered out a deal that called for McCourt to
pay temporary spousal support to Jamie
McCourt over the next couple of months.
He was paying an additional $412,159 a
month for the mortgages of six homes and a
condominium, but that money will now
come from an account created after the sale
of a home near the Playboy Mansion.

The McCourts have been embroiled in a
costly and nasty divorce battle where the
main prize has been the Dodgers. What will
happen to the team has been put on hold
until a bankruptcy court in Delaware sorts
out the mess.

"More clearly, until the case is out of bank-
ruptcy, the Dodgers can't be sold," said Superior
Court Judge Scott Gordon, who presided over
an 11-day trial regarding the validity of the
McCourts' postnuptial marital agreement.

McCourt had sought a reduction in
spousal support, arguing he had paid his ex-
wife roughly $7.7 million over the past year.
He believed the payments should be more in
line with the $5 million he receives annually.

Jamie McCourt noted in a recent filing

that her ex-husband has received more than
$44 million into his bank accounts since
June 2010 and should be able to pay her
attorneys' fees.

Lawyers on both sides said outside of
court that more of the McCourt homes
would likely be sold. Among them are a pair
of beachfront homes in Malibu and another
in tony Holmby Hills.

The Dodgers recently filed for bankrupt-
cy protection, blaming a cash-flow crisis on
Major League Baseball's refusal to approve a
multibillion-dollar TV deal McCourt was
counting on to keep the franchise afloat.

MLB had assumed control of the club's
day-to-day operations in mid-April before
the team filed for bankruptcy.

Gordon ruled in December that the mar-
ital agreement that gave McCourt sole own-
ership of the Dodgers was invalid, clearing
the way for Jamie McCourt, who served as
the team's CEO but was fired by her ex-hus-
band two years ago, to seek half the team
under California's community property law.

A group backed by Chinese government-
owned investment banks has made a $1.2
billion offer to buy the Dodgers, but
McCourt has repeatedly said he's not inter-
ested in selling the team.

The McCourts were scheduled to return
to court in November to address topics
including a "characterization" trial to deter-
mine if title to the Dodgers is in Frank
McCourt's name or if the team should be
considered community property.

LOS ANGELES Los Angeles Dodgers right
fielder Andre Ethier underwent arthroscopic
right knee surgery on Wednesday.

The team says the 35-minute procedure
cleaned up wear and tear behind Ethier's
knee cap. He's expected to begin rehabilita-
tion in a week in Arizona, where he lives in
the off-season. It's expected to take six-to-
eight weeks.

Manager Don Mattingly says the surgery
went as expected and Ethier should be able
to do his winter workouts.

Ethier ended the season last week
before obtaining opinions from three dif-
ferent doctors, who concurred on the pro-
cedure.

He hit .292 with 11 home runs and 62
RBIs this season.

MLB

McCourts reach temporary
spousal support agreement

MLB

Dodgers' Ethier has right knee surgery 
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Dogs of C-Kennel By Mick and Mason Mastroianni

Hang out with pals tonight, Aquarius
ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
★★★★ Use the a.m. to the max. In the after-
noon, attend to money matters. A quarrel could
erupt with a child, loved one or someone you
care about. At the present point, the wise move
will be not to tackle any crisis, especially as
you might not have all the information you
need. Tonight: Treating doesn't have to cost.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
★★★★ As the day progresses, you energize.
Others become much more in tune with your
ideas and whatever you project. A family member
could be upset by a choice and lets you know it in
no uncertain terms. Tonight: Whatever feels right.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
★★★ Use the morning for decisive action.
Others could be taken aback by your assertive-
ness. In the back of your mind, you have an idea
or different perspective that you might want to
look at. Tonight: Keep your own counsel.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
★★★★ Handle your responsibilities early on.
A boss or someone you respect notices just
how efficient you can be. In the afternoon, you
could be overwhelmed by all the people and
meetings. You can handle it! Tonight: Join
friends, or go where people are.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
★★★★ Get more information and speak to
experts in the a.m. The end result of a project
could be a lot better if you follow through here. A
boss or someone you work with could be provoca-
tive at best. Try to keep the peace. Tonight: Let a
close associate make the first move.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
★★★★★ Have an important discussion with a
partner. Don't back off. Recognize that what
could be an issue for one person might not be
for another. Seek out mutually acceptable solu-
tions. Know that there is one. Tonight: Gain a
new perspective through detaching.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
★★★★ Others come forward with ideas and
solutions. You might feel overwhelmed by all
the possibilities. Seek out a friend or a respect-
ed associate. Discuss all the options and, if need
be, get more feedback. Tonight: With your pals.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
★★★ Dive into work, and don't allow others to
distract you. So much might be going on that
you could be overwhelmed if you don't concen-
trate. Open your door, receive calls and return
messages mid-afternoon. Tonight: So many
choices.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
★★★★ Funnel your imagination into your
daily life. You'll become more energized and
enthusiastic. Reach out for someone at a dis-
tance in order to get feedback, but don't be dis-
appointed if this person doesn't understand
where you are coming from. Tonight: Finish up.
Run errands.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
★★★ Be aware of a tendency to limit yourself.
A loved one's or friend's feedback will help you
understand. Tap into your sixth sense when
dealing with a special person. Tonight: Pretend
that the weekend has already started. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
★★★ Reach out for others. Schedule a meet-
ing. Understand what your limitations are,
especially financially. Share special feelings in
a way that makes a difference. Avoid an argu-
ment with a roommate. Tonight: Hang out with
pals.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
★★★ Worry less about a risk. Just don't take
it. Your intuition tells you a lot. Be sensitive to
your personal needs when dealing with a rela-
tive or neighbor. Don't overextend yourself. You
could feel awkward with a key associate at first.
Tonight: Swap news with a friend.

This year, often you are digging and questioning about the real

meaning of life. Other times, you are detached, light and easy.

A key relationship plays into your processing when seeking

answers. This person might have more depth than many people in your life. If you are single, romance could

wing in from a distance or be very different. You make the call about what level this relationship evolves to.

If you are attached, focus on a mutual long-term goal, which could involve a trip. This emphasis will bring

more closeness. TAURUS helps you detach and understand. 

★★★★★Dynamic   
★★★★ Positive 
★★★ Average   

★★ So-So   
★ Difficult

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS
The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:HHaappppyy  bbiirrtthhddaayy

By John Deering Speed Bump By Dave Coverly

Aero Theatre
1328 Montana Ave.
(310) 260-1528

Frank Capra double feature! 
Mr. Smith Goes to Washington (NR)
2hr 9min 
Mr. Deeds Goes to Town (NR) 1hr
55min
7:30pm

AMC Loews Broadway 4
1441 Third Street Promenade
(888) 262-4386

Tanner Hall (R) 
11:30am, 1:45pm, 4:20pm, 7:00pm,
10:15pm 

Rise of the Planet of the Apes (PG-13)
1hr 44min 
12:30pm, 3:15pm, 6:10pm, 9:00pm 

Contagion (PG-13) 1hr 45min 
11:45am, 2:15pm, 5:00pm, 7:45pm,
9:30pm 

Creature (R) 1hr 33min 
11:30am, 2:00pm, 4:35pm, 7:15pm,
9:50pm

AMC 7 Santa Monica 
1310 Third St.
(310) 451-9440

Warrior (PG-13) 2hrs 19min 
11:50am, 3:15pm, 6:30pm, 9:45pm 

The Debt (R) 1hr 53min 
11:35am, 2:15pm, 5:05pm, 7:50pm,

10:30pm 

Rise of the Planet of the Apes (PG-13)
1hr 44min 
11:30am, 2:10pm, 5:00pm, 7:40pm,
10:20pm 

Crazy, Stupid, Love (PG-13) 1hr
47min 
11:15am, 2:00pm, 5:00pm, 7:45pm,
10:30pm 

The Help (PG-13) 2hrs 17min 
11:55am, 3:30pm, 7:00pm, 10:25pm 

Shark Night 3D (PG-13) 1hr 35min 
2:20pm, 7:25pm, 10:00pm 

Contagion (PG-13) 1hr 45min 
11:15am, 1:45pm, 4:30pm, 7:15pm,
10:05pm 

Shark Night (PG-13) 1hr 35min 
11:45am, 4:50pm

Laemmle’s Monica Fourplex
1332 Second St.
(310) 478-3836 

Hedgehog (Le herisson) (NR) 1hr
40min 
1:40pm, 4:40pm, 7:20pm, 9:50pm 

Point Blank (A Bout Portant) (R) 1hr
24min 
4:30pm, 9:45pm 

Guard (R) 1hr 36min 
1:30pm, 4:20pm, 7:10pm, 9:40pm 

Our Idiot Brother (R) 1hr 30min 
1:50pm, 4:50pm, 7:30pm, 9:55pm 

Whistleblower (R) 1hr 52min 
1:20pm, 7:00pm

AMC Criterion 6 
1313 Third St.
(310) 395-1599

Captain America: The First Avenger
(PG-13) 2hrs 05min
2:00pm, 7:40pm

Bucky Larson: Born to Be a Star (R)
11:20am, 1:45pm, 4:20pm, 7:00pm,
9:40pm

Cowboys & Aliens (PG-13) 1hr 58min
11:15am, 4:50pm, 10:30pm

Don't Be Afraid of the Dark (R) 1hr
40min
11:50am, 2:30pm, 5:15pm, 8:00pm,
10:30pm

Colombiana (PG-13) 1hr 47min
11:15am, 2:05pm, 5:00pm, 7:50pm,
10:30pm

Apollo 18 (PG-13) 1hr 26min
11:45am, 2:15pm, 4:35pm, 7:15pm,
9:45pm

Kevin Hart: Laugh At My Pain (NR) 1hr
28min
11:30am, 2:10pm, 5:05pm, 7:45pm,
10:20pm

For more information, e-mail news@smdp.com

MOVIE TIMES

MYSTERY PHOTO Daniel Archuleta daniela@smdp.com
The first person who can correctly identify where this image was captured wins a prize from the
Santa Monica Daily Press. Send answers to editor@smdp.com. Send your mystery photos to 
editor@smdp.com to be used in future issues. 
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■ Ruth Adams called on
Northampton College in central
England to measure the purring
sound of her gray-and-white tabby
cat, Smokey, aiming for a
Guinness World Record. The
result, she told The Associated
Press in March, was 73 decibels,
many multiples louder than the
average cat's purr and about as
noisy, according to the AP, as
"busy traffic, a hair dryer or a
vacuum cleaner." (According to
cat-ologists, Smokey's purring
could reflect either extreme hap-
piness or extreme stress.) 
■ What took them so long to think
of this? "Most wineries rely on the
human nose [to detect out-of-
place odors]," said the vintner of
the Australian boutique wine
Linnaea, "but that is time-con-
suming, costly, and nowhere as
reliable as Belle." Miss Louisa
Belle is a 7-year-old bloodhound
possessing, of course, a nose that
is reportedly 2,000 times more
sensitive than the human nose.
Her primary job, the vintner told
Melbourne's Herald Sun in July, is
to sniff out tainted corks during
the bottling process. 

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
B Y C H U C K S H E P A R D

ffeeyy  \\FFAAYY\\  ,,  aaddjjeeccttiivvee;;
1. Possessing or displaying a
strange and otherworldly aspect
or quality; magical or fairylike;
elfin.

WORD UP!

Sudoku
Fill in the blank cells using numbers 1 to 9. Each number can
appear only once in each row, column, and 3x3 block. Use logic
and process of elimination to solve the puzzle. The difficulty
level ranges from ★ (easiest) to ★★★★★ (hardest).

King Features Syndicate

22  31  43  48  56
Meganumber: 45
Jackpot: $65M

9  15  18  32  36
Meganumber: 27
Jackpot: $11M

6  18  22  35  37

MIDDAY: 9 6 6
EVENING: 5 6 3

1st: 08 Gorgeous George
2nd: 07 Eureka
3rd: 01 Gold Rush
RACE TIME: 1:49.76

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the winning number
information, mistakes can occur. In the event of any discrepancies, California
State laws and California Lottery regulations will prevail. Complete game
information and prize claiming instructions are available at California Lottery
retailers. Visit the California State Lottery web site at http://www.calottery.com

DAILY LOTTERY

– Arithmo Crossmath – 
Reclaim Your Brain

• Insert the given numbers in
the empty squares so when
they are calculated in threes
from left to right and top to 
bottom they satisfy the
demands in the shaded boxes
both horizontally and vertically.

• Each empty square dictates the
math operation that must be 
performed to meet the demands.

• Remember to multiply or divide
before you add or subtract.

Go to www.zokigames.net for
more fun and challenging
games and links to our 

mobile phone apps.

TM

GETTING STARTED
There are many strategies to solving
Sudoku. One way to begin is to
examine each 3x3 grid and figure
out which numbers are missing.
Then, based on the other numbers in
the row and column of each blank
cell, find which of the missing num-
bers will work. Eliminating numbers
will eventually lead you to the
answer.

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S PUZZLE

1830Liverpool to Manchester
railway line opens.

1831The locomotive John
Bull operates for the

first time in New Jersey on the
Camden and Amboy Railroad.

1835HMS Beagle, with
Charles Darwin aboard,

reaches the Galápagos Islands.

1851Saint Joseph's
University is founded in

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

1862American Civil War:
Confederate forces

capture Harpers Ferry, Virginia.

1873Franco-Prussian War:
The last German troops

leave France upon completion of
payment of indemnity.

1894First Sino-Japanese
War: Japan defeats

China in the Battle of Pyongyang.

1916World War I: Tanks are
used for the first time in

battle, at the Battle of the Somme.

1935The Nuremberg Laws
deprive German Jews

of citizenship.

TODAY IN HISTORY

"Do You Know
The Jealously

Guarded
Secrets 

Banks Hide
From You 
That Could 

Cost You 
Thousands?"

...needlessly losing thousands of

dollars?  Find out NOW, by getting

this eye opening FREE report that

reveals savings secrets that banks

do not want you to know!   

Find out NOW, Call Toll free,

800-637-8842 24 hrs a day, 7 days 

a week for a FREE recorded 

message and get this report.

CALL NOW, before it's too late!
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING CONDITIONS: REGULAR RATE: $5.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20¢ per word per day. Ad must run a
minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra.
Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once.
DEADLINES: 3:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 2:30 p.m. PAYMENT: All pri-
vate party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310) 458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press,
P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406 or stop in at our office located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Ste. 202. OTHER RATES: For
information about the professional services directory or classified display ads, please call our office at (310) 458-7737.

HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY  9:00am - 5:00pm     LOCATION 1640 5th Street, Suite 218, Santa Monica, CA 90401

(310)458-7737
CALL TODAY FOR SPECIAL MONTHLY RATES!

There is no more convincing medium than a DAILY local newspaper.
Prepay your ad today!

Classifieds
$550 per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.
Call us today start and promoting your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 40,000.

YOUR AD COULD RUN TOMORROW!*

(310) 458-7737
Some restrictions may apply. 

*Please call our Classified Sales Manager to reserve your ad space. Specific ad placement not gauranteed on classified ads. Ad must meet deadline requirements. See complete conditions below.

All classified liner ads are placed on our website for FREE! Check out www.smdp.com for more info.

CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale

Furniture
Pets
Boats
Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos
Rent
Houses for Rent
Roomates
Commerical Lease

Real Estate
Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services

Computer Services
Attorney Services
Business Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness

Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Psychic
Obituaries
Tutoring

Prepay your ad today!

Handyman
Reasonable rates, 25 years home re-
pairs & maintenance
No job too small! Call Bill 
310-592-1559

Miscellaneous
**OLD GUITARS WANTED!**
Fender, Gibson, Martin, Gretsch, Prairie 
State, Euphonon, Larson, D’Angelico, 
Stromberg, Rickenbacker, and Mosrite.
Gibson Mandolins/Banjos. 1930’s thru 
1970’s
TOP CASH PAID! 1-800-401-0440

AIRLINES ARE HIRING – Train for high
paying Aviation Maintenance Career. 
FAA approved program. 
Financial aid if qualified – Housing 
available.
CALL Aviation Institute of Maintenance

(888) 686-1704

AT&T U-Verse for just $29.99/mo! 
SAVE when you bundle 
Internet+Phone+TV 
and get up to $300 BACK! (Select 
plans). 
Limited Time Call NOW! 
1-866-944-0906

ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE from Home. 
*Medical, *Business, *Paralegal, *Ac-
counting, *Criminal Justice.  
Job placement assistance.  
Computer available.  
Financial Aid if qualified.  
Call 800-510-0784 
www.CenturaOnline.com

CASH FOR CARS: All Cars/Trucks 
Wanted. Running or Not! Top Dollar 
Paid. 
We Come To You! Any Make/Model. 
Call For Instant Offer: 
1-800-864-5960

CASH PAID for unexpired, sealed 
DIABETIC TEST STRIPS- up to $17/Box! 
Most brands. Shipping Prepaid. FAST 
payment. Ask for Emma 
1-888-776-7771 www.cash4diabet-
icsupplies.com

DIRECTV $0 Start Costs!
ALL FREE: HBO/Showtime/Starz/Cine-
max 
3 Months + FREE NFL Sunday Ticket 
w/Choice Ultimate + HD/DVR Upgrade! 
From $29.99/month! $0 Start! 
(800)329-6061

Get TV & Internet for UNDER 
$50/mo. For 6 mos. 
PLUS Get $300 Back!-select plans. 
Limited Time ONLY Call NOW! 
1-866-944-0906

GET YOUR DEGREE ONLINE *Medical, 
*Business, *Paralegal, *Accounting, 
*Criminal Justice.  Job placement as-
sistance.  Computer available.  Finan-
cial Aid if qualified.  
Call 800-510-0784 
www.CenturaOnline.com

Miscellaneous
Reach over 20 million homes nation-
wide with one
easy buy! Only $2,395 per week for a 25 
word classified! For more information 
go to 
www.naninetwork.com

WORK ON JET ENGINES – 
Train for hands on Aviation Mainte-
nance Career. 
FAA approved program. 
Financial aid if qualified – Job place-
ment assistance. 
Call AIM (866)854-6156.

Announcements

HYMAN KOSMAN PRODUCTIONS

PRESENTS

“KING OF CHICAGO”

Employment
ACTORS/MOVIE EXTRAS Needed. 
Immediately for upcoming roles 
$150-$300 per day depending on job re-
quirements. 
No experience, All looks needed. 
1-800-361-1762 Ext A-104, 
for casting times/locations.

TILE SALES F/T including Sat. Sales 
exp req’d. Apply in person: Bourget 
Bros. 1636 11th St. Santa Monica, Ca 
90404.

Upscale Assisted Living community 
looking for part time caregivers to as-
sist elderly residents with activities of 
daily living.  Schedules will include eve-
nings and weekends.  Must have a love 
for seniors and great attitude.  Pre em-
ployment drug test required and must 
have clear criminal background.  EOE.  
If interested, please apply at 2107 
Ocean Ave.

YARDPERSON F/T, including Sat. Will 
train. Lifting req’d. Apply in person: 
Bourget Bros. 1636 11th St. Santa Mon-
ica, Ca 90404.

Help Wanted
$$$ GOOD WEEKLY INCOME (up to 
$1,000) 
PAID IN ADVANCE!!! 
WE NEED HOME WORKERS TO MAIL OUR 
COMPANY BROCHURES. 
Genuine Opportunity! No Selling! Free 
P o s t a g e !
www.HelpMailingBrochures.com

$$$ WORK AT HOME $$$
***NOW ACCEPTING!!!***
$250 - $500 Daily >
www.HomeTypingWork.com
Get Paid up to $750 Daily >
www.ProcessingEmailsJobs.com
Earn 28/Hr >
www.AmericanShopperJobs.com
At Home Assembly Work >
www.JobsAtHomeConnection.com

Help Wanted
$1500 WEEKLY* AT HOME COMPUTER 
WORK - LIMITED POSITIONS.
Start making money today by simply 
entering data for our company, 
No Experience Needed, training pro-
vided.
www.AtHomeComputerWork.com

$5,000 Sign-On Bonus! 
Frac Sand Haulers with complete 
bulk pneumatic rigs only. 
Relocate to Texas for tons of work. 
Fuel/Quick Pay Available. 
817-926-3535

**HOMEWORKERS NEEDED**
MAKE $500 / $5,000 MONTHLY
- FREE Training & Support!!!
www.JobA10.com
NO FEE HOME JOBS! Free To Join.
www.HomeJobsConnection.com
Computer Related Work
- $75* each / $150*/Hr
www.ExtraDollarsOnline.com

HELP WANTED

Hair Stylist
Weekends – Santa Monica
(310) 399-6530

Adoption
PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION? 
Talk with caring adoption expert. 
You choose from families nationwide. 
LIVING EXPENSES PAID. 
Call 24/7 Abby’s One True Gift Adop-
tions
866-413-6296

For Sale
MEMORY FOAM THERAPEUTIC 
NASA VISCO MATTRESSES
WHOLESALE! T-$299 F-$349 Q-$399
K-$499 ADJUSTABLES - $799
FREE DELIVERY 25 YEAR WARRANTY 90 
NIGHT TRIAL 1-800-ATSLEEP
1-800-287-5337  
WWW.MATTRESSDR.COM

Yard Sales
Garage Sale Saturday, September 17th, 
9am-3pm.  Santa Monica Bay Woman's 
Club 1210 4th Street

Auto Donations
A-1 DONATE YOUR CAR! 
Breast Cancer Research foundation! 
Most highly rated breast cancer charity 
in America! 
Tax Deductible/Fast Free Pick Up. 
800-771-9551 www.cardonationsfor-
breastcancer.org

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED! Top $$$$$ 
PAID! Running or Not, All Years, Makes, 
Models. 
Free Towing! We’re Local! 7 Days/Week. 
Call Toll Free: 1-888-416-2330

DONATE A CAR - Free Next Day Pick-Up.
Help Disabled Kids.

Best Tax Deduction. 

Auto Donations
Free Vacation Gift. 
Call Special Kids Fund 7 days/week 
1-866-448-3865

DONATE YOUR CAR…
To The Cancer Fund of America. 
Help Those Suffering With Cancer To-
day.
Free Towing and Tax deductible. 
1-800-835-9372 
www.cfoa.org

Wanted
FAST PAYMENT for sealed, unexpired 
DIABETIC TEST STRIPS-up to $17/Box! 
Most brands. Shipping Prepaid. 
Call today & ask for Emma 
1-888-776-7771 www.cash4diabet-
icsupplies.com

Resorts/Timeshares
Ask yourself, what is your TIMESHARE 
worth?
We will find a buyer/renter for CA$H
NO GIMMICKS JUST RESULTS! 
www.BuyATimeshare.com
Call 888-879-8612

For Rent

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
(310)869-7901

2104 Ocean Park Blvd # 1
1 Bed 1 Bath

$1,395.00

1120 6th Street Unit # 10
2 Bed 1 Bath

$1,895.00

1554 Cabrillo Ave.
1+Den+1Bath

Free standing in Venice!
$2500

835 Pacific St. #8
Efficiency Single

Electricity, gas, water and trash paid 
by landlord.

$1025

WE HAVE MORE VACANCIES ON THE 
WESTSIDE. PETS WELCOME

www.howardmanagement.com
rentals@howardmanagement.com

Houses For Rent
Looking for gueshouse for me and my 
10-y/o Maltese. Long-time Palisades 
homeowner will help with pet care and 
dog walks. Will help with plant care too. 
Responsible and reliable. Call 310 459 
3609

Real Estate
5 ACRES, COLORADO 
$7500! $100 down, $100/monthly. 
Surveyed, on good road. 
Near small town, trout fishing river, 
electric service and mountains. 
Owner, 806-376-8690 
diane.steed@att.net

Real Estate

20 ACRE LAND FORECLOSURES
$0 Down, Take Over $99/mo. Was 
$16,900 - Now $12,900!
Near Booming El Paso Texas. Beautiful 
Views, Owner Financing, Money Back 
Guarantee.
Free Color Brochure 1-800-843-7537 
www.SunsetRanches.com

ARIZONA BIG BEAUTIFUL LOTS 
$99/mo., $0-down, $0-interest. 
Golf Course, Nat’l Parks. 1-hour from 
Tucson Airport. 
Guaranteed Financing. NO CREDIT 
CHECK! 
Pre-recorded msg. 1-800-631-8164 
Code 4046 www.SunSitesLandRush.com

Services

Handyman

The Handy Hatts
Painting and Decorating Co.

SINCE 1967
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

SPECIALISTS IN ALL 
DAMAGE REPAIR

“EXPERT IN GREEN CONCEPTS”

Free estimates, great referrals

Call Brian @
(310) 927-5120
(310) 915-7907

FULL SERVICE HANDYMAN
FROM A TO Z

L
IC

#
 8

8
8
7
3
6

ELECTRICAL & Kitchen/Bath Remodel-
ing, Additions, Carpentry, Tiles, Decks, 
Plumbing.,Stairs,Plans.Lic#612380. 
310-770-3022

Superman
Handyman Service

KITCHEN, BATH REMODELS, TILE, GRANITE,
MARBLE, ELECTRICAL, PLUMBING

20 years of great local references

Super Work, Great Value! 

Erik
310-508-3828

Health/Beauty
Buy The Blue Pill! 
VIAGRA 100mg, Cialis 20mg.
40 pill+ 4 FREE, only $99.00. 
#1 Male Enhancement. Discreet ship-
ping. 
Satisfaction Guaranteed. Save $500 
Now!
1-888-796-8870

A D V E R T I S E !  
CALL US (310) 458-7737

A D V E R T I S E !  
CALL US (310) 458-7737

$5.50 A DAY LINER ADS! 
CALL TODAY (310) 458-7737
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