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SEE PAGE 7

A HIGHER POWER Brandon Wise brandonw@smdp.com
Monsignor Lloyd Torgerson (center) of St. Monica stands with Rabbi Neil Comess-Daniels (right) of Beth Shir Sholom and Omar Haroom (left)
of the Islamic Center during a multi-denominational blessing Wednesday of the Santa Monica Pier, which celebrated its centennial.

BY MELODY HANATANI
Daily Press Staff Writer

SAMOHI It moved clockwise, then counter-
clockwise and then back right again, a blur
of neon 1980s-era oversized shirts, leggings,
baggy jeans and tank tops swirling around
in circles, laughter and stomping feet filling
the muggy room.

At the center of it all is Darryl Hovis,
running after students who screech and
laugh as they try to avert their new drama
teacher, moving clockwise and counter-
clockwise, depending on the direction in
which they’re chased.

He tags a student. Now “it,” the student

proceeds to chase his peers.
Panting and trying to catch his breath,

Hovis turns to a group of students who are
sitting and observing the game of tag,
instructing that they “keep watching their
faces.”

It’s all part of the engaging lesson
plan for the newest face at Santa
Monica High School who started his
first day of classes on Wednesday with
little lecturing, some games and a lot of
interaction.

“I want to set the tone for the year,” the
drama and English teacher said on Tuesday.
“Usually the first day is a lot of let’s do the
syllabus and the teacher talking.

“I’m not planning on doing a lot of that
tomorrow.”

In a year when school districts are tight-
ening their budgets and laying off teachers,
the Santa Monica-Malibu Unified School
District, which is experiencing its share of
financial hurdles, welcomed 37 new teach-
ers this year, including 24 at the secondary
level, six at the elementary level, and seven
support personnel, including counselors,
nurses and librarians.

They come from different districts far
and near, some with decades of experience,
but almost all new to the SMMUSD.

BY MELODY HANATANI
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITY HALL Visitors to Downtown can expect
to pay more for parking after the City
Council on Tuesday gave a preliminary nod
to a series of rate increases that will bring the
area’s garages closer to competitors like The
Grove and Westfield Century City.

The changes, which will be instituted
after city staff returns to council with a rec-
ommended plan of action, will increase the
daily maximum rate from $7 to $9, raise the
flat evening fee from $3 to $5 and the
monthly parking permits from $82.50 and
$121.

The rate hikes came out of a recent study
by Walker Parking Consultants about occu-
pancy at the Downtown garages, finding that
there was a significant number of spaces that
remained empty even during peak hours
because of competition created at the more
conveniently-located and cheaper public
structures on Second and Fourth streets
where the price of parking is substantially
under market, leaving visitors to compete
for those spots. Meanwhile the more expen-
sive spaces at the private garages and the
public structures that are on the outskirts of
Downtown, including the Santa Monica
Public Library and Civic Center, remain
empty.

Even with the new rates, the Downtown
shopping district would still fall below prices
to park at nearby retail centers on the
Westside — $22 maximum for Westfield and
$24 at The Grove.

The study was conducted to explore rais-
ing rates to fund additional spaces as part of
the Downtown Parking Strategy, but con-
cluded that extra revenue is secondary to the
money that City Hall and property owners
would save if they don’t have to acquire land
and build new garages. Instead, they need to
better manage what exists.

“The areas in high demand are not
expensive to park in,” Steffen Turoff of
Walker Parking Consultants, said. “We
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A teacher’s first day gets interactive
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For more information on any of the events listed, log on to smdp.com and click the “Events” tab for the given day’s calendar.

Thursday, Sept. 10, 2009

Santa Monica Laughter Club
Shakti’s Elements 

717 Broadway, 11 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.
Come join the laughter club every Thursday and laugh your socks off. This
form of body-mind exercise is for all ages and fitness levels. Kim Selbert

leads the laugher club and is a certified yoga teacher. Call (310)849-4642 for
more information, or visit www.kimselbert.com. Cost is $10.

‘Getting High’ with Edna Erspamer
Santa Monica Family YMCA

1332 Sixth Street, 12:00 p.m. — 1:00 p.m.
An informal gathering with world traveler and adventurer Edna Erspamer. She

will be sharing her traveling experience from her new book “Getting High:
Confessions of a Peak-Bagging Junkie.” Admission is free. Photo ID is

required for non-members. Call (310)393-2721 ext. 129 for more information.

Friday, Sept. 11, 2009

Healthy, sexy fun
Isabelle’s Dance Academy

1334 Lincoln Blvd.
Getting married? This is the perfect opportunity to learn some sexy moves

for your fiancé. Surprise him on wedding night with your most amazing you.
Learn all the exotic moves. Pole dancing bachelorette parties are offered on
Saturdays at the beautiful dance studio. Have an enjoyable evening you will
never forget. Cost depends on the length of the party. Call (310) 613-3869

for more information.

Pet healing
Crescent Bay Park

Intersection of Bichnell and Ocean Avenue, time TBA
Tong Ren is an energy healing modality that is based on acupuncture, but

without the needles. Let your pet experience a free healing session. Animals
are extremely receptive to energy. Visit www.tongrenla.com for more

information and to set up a private session.

Saturday, Sept. 12, 2009

Heal yourself
Sacred Healing Arts Studio

220 Pier Ave., 4:30 p.m. — 6:30 p.m.
Did you know your hands can heal you? Invite your friends and loved ones

to experience Pranic Healing. Learn how to use Prana/life force to accelerate
your body’s ability to heal itself. You will also have the opportunity to expe-

rience intense peace, stillness and bliss through the meditation on twin
hearts. Cost is free. Call (310) 488-4388 for more information or e-mail

intro.pranichealing@yahoo.com.

Yoga in the park
Palisades Park

Ocean Avenue and Palisades Avenue, 10 a.m. — 11:30 a.m.
Come each Saturday and start your weekend off right with an energizing and
rejuvenating yoga class in Palisades Park, overlooking the ocean. Beginners
and all levels are welcome. All you need to bring is your yoga mat and an
open heart. If you’ve always wanted to try yoga, this class is for you. All

classes are run by a suggested donation of $12. Call (310) 560-4317 or e-mail
jonathan@alignmentforlife.com for more information.

V.I.P. YELLOW CAB

SANTA MONICA

$18.00$18.00

TO LAX
Flat rate

25% OFF25% OFF
METER

TO ANY DESTINATION
Call for an Estimate

Call for Reservations
310.460.8818
310.430.5001

24 Hours a Day
Sedans & Limousines

Great FLAT FEE Specials to All of L.A.

Edward avedis Bridal

passion

forever

love

Eddie Guerboian
GOLDSMITH – DESIGNER

331 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica  • 2 Hours Free Parking (Behind Store)

310.451.1349 • www.readersjewelers.com

Shop where they know your name.
Monday-Saturday 10am-6pm
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MEGAN K. SCOTT
Associated Press Writer

NEW YORK Peggy Nardini was so sad when
her twins left for college last year that she
kept the doors to their rooms closed. When
she recently dropped them off for their sec-
ond year away, she felt the same pull at her
heart.

“That initial moment when you give
them that hug goodbye, when you walk
away from the dorm and back to the car
without them — that was awfully hard,”
said Nardini, 48, a secretary in Madrid,
Iowa.

Her son and daughter go to different
colleges about two hours away from home.
“You want to teach your kids to fly out of
the nest, but you don’t want them to actual-
ly do it.”

What can parents do when children
leave the nest? The house is suddenly quiet,
the vibrancy of children gone. The days

seem empty without soccer games, school
plays and bake sales. The job you’ve been
doing every day for 18 years is over.

Here’s how to cope:
ACCEPT YOUR FEELINGS: It’s natural

to feel a sense of loss, whether you are mar-
ried, single, a career woman or a stay-at-
home mom or dad, said Natalie Caine,
founder of Empty Nest Support Services.

“Parents feel a lot of guilt and shame
about really crying,” she said. “’My child
isn’t dead, they are not in the service. We’re
just saying goodbye.’ The word to drop is
‘just.’ Who wouldn’t cry when you love
someone and have to hug them goodbye at
the dorm?”

Besides the closeness and connection
with your children, you are also mourning
the passing of an era, said Arthur Kovacs, a
psychologist in Santa Monica. You are no
longer young parents raising kids.

SEE THIS AS AN OPPORTUNITY: Set
some goals as a couple and as an individual,

said Thomas Olkowski, clinical psycholo-
gist in Centennial, Colo. Are there things
you want to do now that the kids are gone?
Places you want to go, things you want to
learn? Remember that you are an adult who
deserves to have some fun, he said.

Single mom Jackie Silver, 50, of Tampa,
Fla., said she is moving to New York. Her
son started college this year. “Being an
empty nester, the world is my oyster now,”
said Silver, an anti-aging and beauty expert.
“I’m excited to see what’s next.”

REDISCOVER YOURSELF: You have
been defined by the role of parent for so
long. Caine suggests asking yourself: Who
are you beyond being a mother or a father?
Who did you want to be before you got
married?

“What naturally had to go dormant to
raise a child?” she said. “Let’s wake up those
dormant parts.”

Nardini does scrapbooking and reads a
lot more books.

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

IRWINDALE Unfavorable weather brought
further delay Wednesday to plans to set
backfires in the battle against the giant 15-
day-old wildfire burning in Southern
California’s Angeles National Forest.

Containment notched upward to 62 per-
cent and there was no increase in size, said
Tom De Bellis, a spokesman at the fire com-
mand post in Irwindale, about 20 miles
northeast of downtown Los Angeles.

The fire has burned across 160,357 acres,
or 250 square miles, of the San Gabriel
Mountains north and east of Los Angeles
since it was started by arson along a forest
road on Aug. 26.

Nearly 4,500 firefighters and 28 helicop-
ters and airplanes were attacking the blaze.

But since Monday, unpredictable winds
have foiled firefighters’ plans to use back-
fires to contain the eastern flank in the San
Gabriel Wilderness, an incredibly rugged
preserve in the forest where elevations
range from 1,600 feet to 8,200 feet and
growth ranges from chaparral to pine and
fir.

“If there’s a window of favorable condi-
tions we’ll get it taken care of,” De Bellis said.

The weather has included 12 percent to
22 percent relative humidity and winds from
the southwest with gusts to 30 mph.

Temperatures in the Los Angeles region
have been more moderate this week than in
previous days of the fire, when high heat and
little air movement clamped a smoky lid on
the metropolitan area. Breezes from the
ocean have since cleared the air and a deep
marine layer has moved well ashore during
overnight hours.

Any increase in relative humidity helps,
De Bellis said.

A National Weather Service forecast
called for an end to the respite, however.

A high-pressure system was expected to
build across Northern California on
Thursday and Friday, bringing warmer and
drier conditions across Southern California.
Inland temperatures will rise into the 90s,
with some areas reaching 100. The NWS said
some mountain areas will see humidity fall
to single digit levels.

The fire command post was moved east-
ward this week from Los Angeles to
Irwindale, a small industrial city closer to
the active east end of the blaze.

Neighboring suburbs below the southern
face of the San Gabriels were keeping resi-
dents aware of the fire’s status.

BACK TAXES • BOOKKEEPING • SMALL BUSINESS

(310) 395-9922
SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA

1000 Wilshiree Blvd.,, Suitee 1800 Santaa Monicaa 90401

TAXES
ALL FORMS • ALL TYPES • ALL STATES

217 Broadway Santa Monica, CA 90401  |  310-576-3030  |  www.copadoro.com
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Monday thru
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COCKTAILS

for

$5 
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Happy
Recession
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HAPPY HOUR Every Dayfrom6-8pm
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SUMMER IS OVER Brandon Wise brandonw@smdp.com
Santa Monica High School students leave campus after their first day back at school on Wednesday afternoon.

Weather delays
backfire plan

Adjusting isn’t easy for empty nesters
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OPINIONS EXPRESSED are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters
we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to editor@smdp.com. All letters must include the author’s name and telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices located at 410 Broadway,
Suite B, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.
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DEAR NEW SHRINK,
In just two weeks my second child will be

leaving for college. I am excited for this new
opportunity and for him but I find myself
much more anxious than when my first
child went off to college. While he doesn’t
talk about it often he has said a few times
that has mixed emotions about leaving
home. He will be on the other side of the
country. What can I do to make this an easy
transition for him and for me?

Thanks for your help,
Anxious Parent

DEAR ANXIOUS, 
Leaving home and starting college is one

of the most difficult transitions an adoles-
cent faces, let alone if he is moving across the
country to do so. While it is full of exciting
new people, opportunities, and experiences,
it is also a time of dramatic change for both
your son and for your family. I imagine you
and your son are both going through a lot of
different emotions from anxiety and fear to
joy and excitement as you prepare for this
next step. Cherish the time you do have
together and plan for things to celebrate this
new transition in his life and the change
your family will go through.

Remember back to when your son first
started kindergarten. Although you knew
he’d come home at the end of the day there
is still a sense of separation that probably
created some tension or anxiety. Leaving
home for college is a further loosening of
those parental ties. It is those same healthy
parental ties that allow your child to become
an autonomous and self-reliant young adult.
Look at your child’s first year of college as a
transitional period rather than an abrupt
ending to living at home. While you will go
from seeing your son everyday to seeing him
during college breaks, he will still be the
strong and resilient child you created.

For most leaving home is a smooth
process. Only a very small percentage of
adolescents have any major problems adjust-
ing to college and gaining independence.
However, it is essential that your child feel as
though you understand and accept him for
who he is. As a parent, you can do this by
remaining available to him when he looks to
you for support or comfort. Reinforcing a
supportive and healthy relationship during
this transition will help your child become
more mature, responsible and self-confi-
dent.

Studies have found that children who felt
closer to their parents actually had an easier

adjustment to college. These students
demonstrated greater independence and
self-reliance. Students with a supportive and
secure relationship with their parents are
more likely to form healthy friendships, suc-
ceed in school, and have greater overall life
satisfaction. They are also more likely to
express their feelings in an open and honest
manner. Likewise, when they are stressed out
they look to their parents for support. Know
that the process of adjusting to a new place
takes time and that there will be days filled
with excitement and days filled with appre-
hension. By providing your son with open
space to talk with you about problems or
issues you can help him adjust to his new
environment.

Although the new schedule and lifestyle
of college students may feel like they are
distancing themselves from their parents, it
is likely that he is just finding new ways to
show you how important you are to him.
Every phone call, e-mail and letter is just
one sign that he is thinking of you. For
some families, it is helpful to make a plan
for staying in touch before they leave home,
but be prepared to revise it once he gains a
sense of his daily routine. I have known stu-
dents who call home on a daily basis just to
briefly check in and others that have a
longer weekly phone “appointment” with
their parents. As a parent it is important for
you to acknowledge that you have been
spending the last 17 or 18 years to prepare
your son for this very time. You may find it
helpful to talk with family and friends
about your mixed feelings regarding his
leaving for college.

Provide the time and space your son
needs to prepare for this new stage of his life.
There will be times when he needs you to lis-
ten and help him through problems and
there will be times when he needs you step
back and let him grow and learn life’s les-
sons. Allow your son time to adjust to the
new requirements of his new environment
and college life. While this can be a time of
joy and sadness for you as a parent, your
child is ready to accept the challenges you
have prepared him for.

KKAATTRRIINNAA  DDAAVVYY, M.A., Ed.M, is a professional
College and Career Counselor who has
worked in university and private settings. She
holds degrees from Columbia University and
Cornell University. Send your questions to
newshrink@gmail.com. All questions are kept
anonymous; let us help you with your life
matters!

JoAnne Barge & Katrina Davy Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Life Matters

Easing the pain of separation121: one to one ADN: any day now AFAIK: as far as I know AFK: away from keyboard A/S/L: age, sex, location

B4: before B4N: bye for now BAK: back at the keyboard BBIAB: be back in a bit BBL: be back later BBN: bye 

bye now BBS: be back soon BEG: big evil grin BF: boyfriend BFN: bye for now BG: big grin BL: belly laughing

BMTIPG: brilliant minds think in parallel gutters BRB: be right back BTA: but then again BTW: by the way 

BWL: bursting with laughter BWTHDIK: but what the heck do I know C&G: chuckle & grin CID: crying in 

disgrace CNP: continued (in my) next post CP: chat post CRBT: crying real big tears CSG: chuckle, snicker, 

grin CU: see you CUL: see you later CYO: see you online DBAU: doing business as usual DIKU: do I know 

you? DL: dead link DLTBBB: don’t let the bed bugs bite DQMOT: don’t quote me on this EG: evil grin EMFBI: 

excuse me for butting in EMSG: email message EOT: end of thread F2F: face to face FC: fingers crossed 

FISH: first in, still here FMTYEWTK: far more than you ever wanted to know FOMCL: falling off my chair 

laughing FTBOMH: from the bottom of my heart FUD: fear, uncertainty, and doubt FWIW: for what it’s worth 

G2G: got to go G: grin GA: go ahead GAL: get a life GD&R: grinning, ducking, and running GF: girlfriend GFN: 

gone for now GIWIST: gee, I wish I’d said that GMBO: giggling my butt off GMTA: great minds think alike 

GOL: giggling out loud GTRM: going to read mail GTSY: glad to see you H&K: hug and kiss HAGN: have a good 

night HDOP: help delete online predators HHIS: hanging head in shame HTH: hope this helps HUB: head up 

butt IAC: in any case IANAL: I am not a lawyer (but) IC: I see IDK: I don’t know IHA: I hate acronyms IIRC: if I 

remember correctly ILU: I love you IM: instant message IMHO: in my humble opinion IMNSHO: in my not

so humble opinion IMO: in my opinion IOW: in other words IPN: I’m posting naked IRL: in real life IWALU: I 

will always love you IYSWIM: if you see what I mean JIC: just in case JK: just kidding JMO: just my opinion 

JTLYK: just to let you know K: okay KIT: keep in touch KOC: kiss on cheek KOL: kiss on lips KOTC: kiss on the 

cheek KWIM: know what I mean? L8R: later LD: later, dude LDR: long distance relationship LLTA: lots and

lots of thunderous applause LMIRL: let’s meet in real life LMSO: laughing my socks off LOL: laughing out 

loud LSHMBB: laughing so hard my belly is bouncing LTM: laugh to myself LTNS: long time, no see LTR: long-

term relationship LULAB: love you like a brother LULAS: love you like a sister LUWAMH: love you with all

my heart LY: love you M/F: male or female MOSS: member of same sex MOTOS: member of the opposite sex 

MSG: message MTF: more to follow MUSM: miss you so much NADT: not a darn thing NIFOC: naked in front 

of computer NP: no problem NRN: no reply necessary OIC: oh I see OLL: online love OM: old man OTF: off

the floor OTOH: on the other hand OTTOMH: off the top of my head P2P: peer to peer PDA: public display of 

affection PEBCAK: problem exists between chair and keyboard PLZ: please PM: private message PMFJIB: 

pardon me for jumping in but POAHF: put on a happy face POS: parent over shoulder PU: that stinks QT: 

cutie RL: real life ROTFL: rolling on the floor laughing RPG: role playing games RSN: real soon now S4L: 

spam for life SETE: smiling ear to ear SHCOON: shoot hot coffee out of nose SHID: slaps head in disgust SF: 

surfer friendly SNERT: snot nosed egotistical rude teenager SO: significant other SOMY: sick of me yet? SOT: 

short of time STW: search the web SWAK: sealed with a kiss SWL: screaming with laughter SYS: see you soon 

TA: thanks again TCOB: taking care of business TCOY: take care of yourself TIA: thanks in advance TILII: tell 

it like it is TMI: too much information TOY: thinking of you TTYL: talk to you later UW: you’re welcome WB: 

welcome back WFM: works for me WIBNI: wouldn’t it be nice if WTGP: want to go private?

WTG: way to go WU: what’s up WUF: where are you from? YBS: you’ll be sorry YL: young lady YM: young man 

Every day, children are sexually solicited online.Every day, children are sexually solicited online.

You don’t know what your kids are saying online. Or who they are saying it to. A lot of times 

neither do they. So get involved. To protect your kid’s online life or report an incident, call

1-800-THE LOST            cybertipline.com. HDOP: help delete online predatorsor visit

MUSM: miss you so much

BF: boyfriend

OLL: online love

POS: parent over shoulder

WTGP: want to go private?

LMIRL: let’s meet in real life

HDOP: help delete online predators

Every day, children are sexually solicited online.

You don’t know what your kids are saying online. Or who they are saying it to. A lot of times neither

do they. Protect your kid’s online life. To get a full list of acronyms or report an incident, call

1-800-THE LOST cybertipline.com. HDOP: help delete online predatorsor visit
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Meredith Pro Tem

RRoocckkeettss  rreedd  ggllaarree

The Santa Monica Pier will celebrate its cen-
tennial this week with a fireworks display that
some studies indicate may be harmful to the
water quality of Santa Monica Bay. 

SSoo  tthhiiss  wweeeekk’’ss  QQ--LLiinnee  qquueessttiioonn  aasskkss::

Do you think that the fireworks will hurt the
bay or do you believe that it is harmless fun?

CCaallll  ((331100))  228855--88110066  bbeeffoorree  FFrriiddaayy  aatt  55
pp..mm..  aanndd  wwee’’llll  pprriinntt  yyoouurr  aannsswweerrss  iinn  tthhee
wweeeekkeenndd  eeddiittiioonn  ooff  tthhee  DDaaiillyy  PPrreessss..

RECYCLE NOW!
CARDBOARD 

$100 per ton with 
this coupon expires 9-30-09

Aluminum       Plastic       Glass       Bi-Metal       Newspaper
CardboardWhite/Color/Computer Paper       Copper & Brass       

Santa Monica Recycling Center
2411 Delaware Avenue in Santa Monica

(310) 453-9677
X
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John McGrail, Ph.D, C.Ht.
(310) 235-2883  www.hypnotherapylosangeles.com

Hypnosis Works!
WWhen yyou’re rready ffor aa cchange

Hypnotherapists are not licensed by the state of California as healing arts practitioners; for your benefit and protection,
work on some issues may require a written referral from a licensed physician or mental health professional.

ARIZONA AVE.WILSHIRE BLVD.

14TH
 ST.

15TH
 ST.�

MY DENTIST TELLS 
THE WORST JOKES!
(But the laughing gas helps)

DOES THIS  SOUND LIKE YOU?
� Dental Anxiety?
� Advanced Dental Problems
� Just Old Fashion Procrastination

HELP WITHOUT JUDGEMENT IS AVAILABLE
� Nitrous Oxide provided as a courtesy upon request
� Dental Anesthesiologist available for IV sedation

WE ARE A FULL SERVICE DENTAL OFFICE 

and WE ACCEPT DENTAL INSURANCE

� General Dentistry
� Cosmetics
� Implants
� Invisalign orthodontics
� Root Canals
� Periodontics (gums)
� Digital Super Low Radiation x-rays

SANTA MONICA FAMILY DENTISTRY
DR. ALAN RUBENSTE IN
1260 15th ST. SUITE #703

( 3 1 0 )  7 3 6 - 2 5 9 0
WWW.ALANRUBENSTEINDDS.COM

FREE
TEETH WHITENING

a $250.00 VALUE 
With Exam,X-Rays and Cleaning.

Some restrictions may apply. Call for
details. Offer Good for 60 days.

or

$1 EXAM
NEW PATIENTS ONLY
INITIAL EXAM,CONSULATION &

COMPLETE SET OF X-RAYS
Some restrictions may apply.Call for details.
Offer good for 60 Days. #004

SEND US YOUR ENTERTAINMENT BRIEFS!
EMAIL TO: DANIELA@SMDP.COM OR FAX TO (310) 576-9913

Visit us online at smdp.com

MUCH TO MY DISAPPOINTMENT, IT
recently came to my attention that my
fourth all-time most expensive purchase
(behind my house, car and a little crocodile
purse (that was so pricy, I made it promise
me all 50 hatchlings from its next litter
before I’d seal the deal) has gone out of style.

When I bought the pair of Ferragamo
boots at Saks Fifth Avenue seven years ago, I
was certain they’d be in vogue forever. At
least that’s how I justified allowing my cred-
it card to be maxed out by the salesperson,
who stubbornly insisted it was necessary if I
wanted to actually leave the store with them.

I still have the boots but as far as I can tell,
they’ll never see daylight again. I didn’t real-
ize they were no longer fashionable until the
last time I wore them and saw my cousin had
on a pair of knee-high boots, too. Hers
looked hip. Mine looked like the boot equiv-
alent of a pre-op hip badly in need of
replacement.

The thing is, it seems as if very few things
are truly classic. Aside from the little black
dress, Levi’s and Britney Spears’ hair exten-
sions, it’s a rare commodity that can survive
more than a few years in the spotlight.

On the other hand, I’m hardly the fore-
most expert on anything trendy. I figured
when skinny jeans came back in, the people
who wore them did so only with the inten-
tion of being ironic since nobody has ever
looked good in them.

Side ponytails and off the shoulder sweat-
shirts were the next to re-emerge on the
fashion scene, at which time I scoffed,
“What’s next, the acid washed denim vest?”
(Turns out that particular bad 1980s memo-
ry is making a comeback this fall.)

A diet rich in carbs was in forever until it
was out for good. Now with the rising (re-)
popularity of Julia Child and the Food
Network, carbs (and butter) are back with a
vengeance. It seems as if the only eating
trend never to go out of style is starvation.

Last month my husband and I watched
the Harrison Ford and Julia Ormond
remake of the 1954 Humphrey Bogart and
Audrey Hepburn classic, “Sabrina.”

“This one is almost as good as the origi-
nal,” I raved to him. “She’s the epitome of
timeless elegance in it. She just exudes
European sophistication.”

About 30 minutes into the film he hit the

pause button. “Let me get this straight. She
leaves New York, goes to France and
becomes a lesbian, right?”

Truth be told, I hadn’t watched it since it
was released in 1995. Sure enough, 14 years
later, with the shoulder pads firmly
ensconced in the boxy blazer, balloon-like
trousers and a nearly full-blown mullet,
indeed, Julia Ormond’s Sabrina could have
been mistaken for Paula Poundstone or Joan
Jett.

When “Friends” made its debut in 1994,
Jennifer Aniston’s “Rachel” haircut was all
the rage (it even has its own Wikipedia entry,
but then again, so does the basset hound
from “The Dukes of Hazzard”). Bouncy,
square layered hairstyles sprung up on
women everywhere. Looking back, it was an
awful cut that flattered no one (including
Jennifer Aniston), but at the time, it seemed
like the the search for the perfect cut had
ended. (That is, until Kate Gosselin came
along.)

Another classic that seemed as if it would
never fade away is the sex tape. Time was a
Z-list celebrity could get it on with some
other Z-lister and capture it on a home
video camera, which one or both of them
would promptly lose “by accident” at the air-
port or have “stolen” from their house or
hotel. The sex tape guaranteed their Q-rat-
ing would shoot up to the next level, afford-
ing them such lofty career moves as intro-
ducing an eponymous cheap clothing or
perfume line, a supporting role in a B movie,
a Playboy pictorial or a spot on “Dancing
With the Stars.”

But nowadays nobody pays attention to
sex tapes because they’re become de rigueur.
No Hollywood movie or television premiere
is complete without word leaking that a sex
tape with one of the actors has been discov-
ered just prior to its debut. Not having one
(or not going to court to get an injunction
against the release of one) is career suicide.

I’m hopeful if I hold onto my Ferragamo
boots long enough I’ll be able to wear them
again someday when the fashion tides
change. And I vow to never to cut carbs out
of my diet so I can always be with, and/or
ahead of at least one trend.

E-mail questions or comments to meredithccar-
roll@hotmail.com.

Trendy today, tired tomorrow

INTERESTED IN ADVERTISING IN THE ONLY LOCAL DAILY PAPER IN SANTA MONICA?

Call us at (310) 458-7737
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We’ll save you time and money.
W E  S E R V I C E  M O S T  M A K E S  A N D  M O D E L S

Located at Santa Monica Ford
1 2 3 0  S a n t a  M o n i c a  B l v d .
SANTA MONICA, CA 90404
www.smford.com

Call Us Today! 
(310) 394-7476

Oil Change & Essential Maintenance
$39.95 THE WORKS FUEL SAVER PACKAGE
• Motorcraft® Premium Synthetic Blend Oil and filter change • Rotate and  inspect four tires • Check 
air and cabin air filters • Inspect brake system • Test battery • Check belts and hoses • Top off all fluids
Up to five quarts of Motorcraft® oil and Motorcraft oil filter. Taxes, diesel vehicles and disposal fees extra.
Hybrid battery test excluded. See Service Advisor for vehicle exclusions and details. Expires: 09/05/09 

$104.95 Motorcraft® Brakes, Installed!
Save on brake service with the experts. Quick Lane®-installed retail Motorcraft brake pads
or shoes only on most cars and light trucks. Front or rear axle. Excludes machining rotors or drums.
Taxes extra. See participating Quick Lane® for vehicle applications and details through 09/07/09.

We'll Beat Your Best Deal on name-brand 
tires we sell, plus a 30-day price guarantee
Price match offer requires presentation of competitor's current price ad 
on name-brand tires sold by Dealership within 30 days of purchase.
See participating Dealership for details. Expires: 09/08/10 

HENRY C. JACKSON
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON The Obama administration is
rolling out a new Web site designed to stream-
line food safety information for consumers.

Health and Human Services Secretary
Kathleen Sebelius announced the new Web
site — www.foodsafety.gov — on
Wednesday during the Consumer
Federation of America’s food policy confer-
ence. The site will put food-related informa-
tion from all federal agencies in one place,
including recall and contamination alerts
and tips on how to safely handle food.

The Web site is a joint effort between
HHS, the Department of Agriculture and

the Food and Drug Administration.
Sebelius says the site would help con-

sumers who have been worried about prod-
uct recalls.

The consumer Web site is the second fed-
eral initiative announced in as many days on
food safety. On Tuesday, the FDA
announced more stringent rules for report-
ing potential contaminations and the cre-
ation of a new electronic database for man-
ufacturers to use to report food safety issues.

Under the new rules, producers are
required to report products that could harm
consumers within 24 hours.

The law creating the database was passed
in 2007, after Congress criticized the FDA
for its handling of safety problems involving
a variety of food and drugs.

EMILY FREDRIX &
SARAH SKIDMORE

AP Food Industry Writers

Grocery shoppers are finally seeing some
reprieve from last year’s steep price increas-
es.

Food prices are dropping on some key
items as retailers slash prices to better com-
pete and food makers do more promotions
and pass along savings from lower ingredi-
ent and gasoline costs.

It’s welcome relief for American con-
sumers who are looking to save money as
they cope with stagnant incomes, job loss
and economic uncertainty.

Prices for dairy, meat, fruits, vegetables
and bread have all fallen.

A Labor Department price index of food
sold to be eaten at home fell for the seventh
time in eight months in July. The index,
which is part of the Consumer Price Index,
fell 0.5 percent in the most recent month
and is down 0.9 percent in the past 12
months.

In fact, overall food prices — what’s sold
in groceries and in restaurants — haven’t
risen on a monthly basis since November
2008.

Still, that doesn’t make up for the surge in
food prices from last year, when costs for
ingredients like wheat and corn and fuel
costs for transportation soared to record
highs. Food makers raised their prices and
some even shrank package sizes to protect
their profits. CPI’s food-at-home index fin-
ished last year up 6.7 percent, so the less than
1 percent drop so far this year doesn’t erase
that.

But ingredient costs for major food mak-
ers, including Heinz, Kraft and Hormel, are
down about 28 percent on average as of
Sept. 1, from the same time last year, accord-
ing to Jonathan Feeney, food analyst for
Janney Montgomery Scott.

That means the food industry now has
room to give back some of those price hikes
— and feed the frugal consumer who is
using more coupons, buying more store
brands and switching to discounters to
stretch a budget.

Consumers’ demand to save money is
pressuring retailers and manufacturers to
cut everyday prices and boost promotions
throughout their stores.

“The consumer really is very much in
charge of the effort,” said Herb Walter, a
partner with PricewaterhouseCoopers.
“They’re picking the price points they want
and when they want it.”

Safeway Inc. recently announced lower
prices on milk, eggs, cheese and other basic
items. Whole Foods Market Inc. says low
prices on produce, such as organic berries,
has meant significant savings for shoppers.

And Costco Wholesale Corp., which aims
to be the first of its peers to lower prices and
last to raise them, says prices are down on
items from paper towels to prime-cut meat.

Costco’s Chief Financial Officer Richard
Gallanti said the company made some dras-
tic moves in pricing, including reducing the
price of its rotisserie chicken by $1. The
company sells just under 1 million of these
chickens a week, so it hurt margins.

But Costco determined it would be worth
it in the long run, and shoppers gobbled up
the deal. The company said it helped solidify
its position as a value-focused company,
which is so important to consumers.

“I think across the board, people are
spending less and spending more conscious-
ly,” Galanti said.

The factors that drive what consumers
actually pay can vary wildly.

Weather, demand, oil prices and market
competition all play a role. And each food
category has its own economics of supply
and demand. Falling prices for gasoline and
transportation plus consumer resistance to
price increases have helped drive this latest
spiral downward.

April Schreiner, a mother of two, said she
has noticed a difference in her grocery bill.

During a vist to a Portland, Ore., Fred
Meyer store she paid 88 cents for a half-gal-
lon of milk, which she rarely sees for less
than $1. Butter and other staples also were
unusually low-priced, she said.

“Everything spiked for awhile with gas
prices, it hurt to go to the store,” she said.
“Now there is some relief. I see it. My budg-
et sees it."

New Web site details food safety

Grocery aisle relief
as food prices fall

CAN’T FIND A DAILY PRESS NEWSTAND IN YOUR AREA? WE’LL TRY TO GET ONE TO YOU!

Call us at (310) 458-7737
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Infuzion Cafe
Organic coffees & teas, pastries, boba
teas, sandwiches, smoothies, and salads.
Get 20% off your entire purchase.

Big Buddha Spa
The Sun Angel sensor-controlled bed
scans your skin to determine its UV
sensitivity and apply the appropriate
tanning level for you. Get 50% off.

Co-Opportunity 
Natural Grocer
Get a FREE re-useable shopping bag 
just for coming in and checking us out.

Magellan’s Travel Supplies
Get 20% OFF EVERYTHING. 
Coupon Code 192

Euro Taxi
$19.95* flat to LAX from 
anywhere in Santa Monica
*Santa Monica Residents Only

Don’s Cutting Edge
$20 Men’s Haircuts

Text and Save
Text “smd” to 39970 to get the
following offers texted to you!

*standard rates apply.

*These deals may not be combined with any other
coupons or frequent buyer cards.

Change your water ...

CHANGE YOUR LIFE
with “Beyond O2” Alkaline Water
Alkaline Water

reverses the
effects of

illness and
leads to:

• increased energy
• anti-aging
• positive mood
• stabilized blood sugars
• weight loss

• better digestion
• lower cholesterol
• clear skin
• disease reversal

(gout, diabetes, etc.)

(310) 664-8880
Beyond O2 Water House

2209 Main St., Santa Monica, CA 90405

FREE
5 gallons of “Beyond O2”

Alkaline Water
Beyond O2 Water

(310) 664-8880
With this coupon.

Not valid with other offers or prior purchases.
*Please bring an empty container for your water or you may purchase a container at the store

www.beyondo2water.com

Home and Office Delivery NOW AVAILABLE!

GENERAL COMMENT: I’M A BIG FAN
of lobster rolls in general. Not only do I
like to eat them, but I’m always interested
in the surprise of what comes out of the
kitchen — sometimes it’s like a sushi roll
with fried chucks of lobster inside; some-
times it’s like a California roll, with avoca-
do and other veggies. One of the very best
I’ve had is this one at Tomadachi. Yes, it’s
east of the I-10 Freeway, but I voyage for
lobster rolls.

WHERE: 10975 Weyburn Ave., L.A.
90024 — the north end of Westwood
Village. Telephone (310) 824-8805.

WHEN: approximately 11:30 a.m. to
10:30 p.m., sometimes later.

BEST DISHES: There’s a full Japanese
menu. In addition to the baked lobster roll
I’m particularly fond of the Citrus Garlic
Ponzu Albacore.

BEST FEATURE: Good food at incredibly
reasonable prices. The baked lobster roll is
$9.95 and plenty for two people. The roll

comes with the typical “secret sauce” on top,
but this one is unusually rich and flavorful.
The Albacore is $13. Dinners are from $8.50
to $15.50. Lunches are about $9. And they
have one of the widest selection of rolls in
town.

WORST FEATURE: Westwood Village is
not known for easy parking.

WHAT TO DRINK: I almost always drink
a beer in this kind of a restaurant. But you
might want to try the “Sake Bomb Package”
— a large beer and small sake, for $9.

BOTTOM LINE: Be sure to order the
baked lobster roll — the regular one ($7.95)
is more ordinary. And try out a few other
dishes — this is one of the more imaginative
Japanese menus in town.

MMEERRVV  HHEECCHHTT, the food and wine critic for the
Santa Monica Daily Press, is a wine buyer and
consultant to a number of national and interna-
tional food and wine companies. He can be
reached at mervynhecht@yahoo.com.

MICHELE KAYAL
For The Associated Press

For anyone who’s ever bemoaned the
state of the chain restaurant chimichanga,
behold, salvation.

Marcela Valladolid’s “Fresh Mexico”
makes a clean break with the bready, cheesey,
beany Mexican food to which Americans
have become accustomed. It offers instead a
modern cuisine bursting with fresh vegeta-
bles, gentle queso fresco and a half-dozen
different chilies, both fresh and ground.
Oysters, mangos, crab and even prunes
make an appearance.

But don’t be fooled by the range of ingre-
dients. Valladolid is judicious in her
demands, and seems to keep her promise of
“authentic flavors without the fuss.”
Individual recipes require relatively few
ingredients, shun complicated techniques

and promise bold flavors conjured with ele-
ments like anchos and chipotles, lemon,
lime, tomatillos, cilantro, rosemary and
oregano.

Valladolid immediately demotes the bur-
rito to mere appetizer status, offering a
duck-stuffed version as delicate finger food.
Mascarpone-stuffed Squash Blossoms with
Raspberry Vinaigrette provide a complex
alternative to cheese-drenched nachos. And
that giant taco shell filled with iceberg let-
tuce? Valladolid’s idea of salad includes
White Beans and Grilled Octopus spiked
with scallions and lime.

Valladolid grew up in Tijuana on the
U.S.-Mexico border, so it’s not a stretch to
think of her as an ambassador between the
two cultures — and of her new book as a
kind of passport.

BOOK: Marcela Valladolid’s “Fresh
Mexico,” Clarkson Potter, 2009

A fresh take on a familiar food

JALAPENO ROAST CHICKEN WITH BABY
BROCCOLI

Start to finish: 2 hours (30 minutes active)
Servings: 4
1/2 cup packed fresh oregano leaves
1 shallot
4 cloves garlic
4 tablespoons (1/2 stick) unsalted butter
3 tablespoons olive oil, divided
1 jalapeno chili, stemmed and seeded
Salt and ground black pepper
5 1/2-pound whole chicken
1 1/2 cups chicken broth, or more if needed
3/4 cup dry white wine
2 pounds broccolini

Position a rack in the center of the oven. Heat
the oven to 400 F.
In the food processor, combine the oregano,
shallot, garlic, butter, 2 tablespoons of the olive
oil, the jalapeno, 1 teaspoon salt and 1/2 tea-
spoon of pepper. Process to form a coarse
paste.

Pat the chicken dry, then place it, breast-side up,
on a rack in a large roasting pan. Using your fin-
gers, loosen the skin from the breast, legs and
thighs without detaching it. Spread half of the
jalapeno paste under the skin.
Tie the chicken legs together with kitchen string.
Spread the remaining jalapeno paste over the
outside of the chicken. Pour the chicken broth
and wine into the roasting pan.
Roast the chicken for 1 hour, basting with the
pan juices every 20 minutes and adding more
broth if it begins to dry out.
Remove the roasting pan from the oven.
Arrange the broccolini snugly around the chick-
en on the rack. Drizzle the remaining 1 table-
spoon olive oil over the broccolini, then sprinkle
with salt and pepper.
Return the chicken to the oven, basting occa-
sionally with the pan juices, until a meat ther-
mometer inserted at the innermost part of the
thigh (but not touching the bone) registers 160
F, or about 30 minutes.
(Recipe from Marcela Valladolid’s “Fresh
Mexico,” Clarkson Potter, 2009)

Merv Hecht Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Restaurant Snapshot 

Lobster rolls done
right at Tomadachi
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YOUR GUIDE TO DINING IN

Santa Monica, Brentwood,
West LA and Venice Beach

MONTANA AVE

17th St Cafe 1610 Montana Ave. (310) 453-2771

Andrew’s Cheese Shop 728 Montana Ave. (310) 393-3308 

BBAABBAALLUU

Excellent Carribean dining featuring a fresh menu focusing on seafood, burgers, salads

and world famous homemade desserts. Open daily from 11:30 to 10pm. Wine and beer

menu, take out available. 

1002 Montana Ave (310) 395-2500

Blue Plate 1415 Montana Ave. (310) 260-8878 

Cafe Dana  1211 Montana Ave.  (310) 394-0815 

Cafe Montana 1534 Montana Ave  (310) 829-3990

Di Dio's Italian Ices 1305 Montana Ave. (310) 393-2788

The Duck Blind 1102 Montana Ave. (310) 394-6705

Father's Office 1018 Montana Ave. (310) 393-2337

Il Dolce Cafe 1023 Montana Ave #B (310) 458-4880

Le Marmiton 1327 Montana Ave (310) 393-7716

Locanda Portofino 1110 Montana Ave.  (310) 394-2070

Louise's Trattoria 1008 Montana Ave.  (310) 394-8888

Marmalade 710 Montana Ave.  (310) 829-0093

Montana Restaurant & Lounge 1323 Montana Blvd. (323) 330-8010

Patty's Gourmet Take & Bake Pizza 625 Montana Ave.  (310) 576-6616 

Pradeeps 1405 Montana Ave.  (310) 393-1467

Ristorante Vincenzo 714 Montana Ave.  (310) 395-6619

Rosti 931 Montana Ave.  (310) 838-4900  

Spumoni 713 Montana Ave.  (310) 393-2944 

Sushi Sho 1303 Montana Ave. (310) 393-0035

Via Dolce 1627 Montana Ave. (310) 458-1562

Vincenzo Ristorante 714 Montana Ave. (310) 395-6619

MID-CITY

Akbar Cuisine Of India 2627 Wilshire Blvd (310) 586-7469 

Back On Broadway 2024 Broadway (310) 453-8919 

Bergamot Cafe 2525 Michigan Ave.  # A3  (310) 828-4001 

Big Jos 1955 Broadway (310) 828-3191 

Bistro Of Santa Monica Santa Monica Blvd (310) 453-5442 

BISTRO 31

Bistro 31, the culinary student-run restaurant of The International Culinary School at The

Art Institute of California – Los Angeles, offers an incredible dining experience at a rea-

sonable price. Students prepare sumptuous international cuisine and deliver it in an ele-

gant setting. Lunch and dinner.

2900 31st St (310) 314-6057 

Bizou Garden 2450 Colorado Ave.  #1050 (310) 472-6020 

Bread And Porridge 2315 Wilshire Blvd (310) 453-4941 

Buon Giorno Caffe  1431 Santa Monica Bl (310) 260-0073 

Cafe L'etoile D'or 2311 Santa Monica Blvd  (310) 315-4375 

Chandni Vegetarian 1909 Wilshire Blvd  (310) 828-7060 

Coogie's Cafe 2906 Santa Monica Blvd  (310) 829-7871 

The Corner Cafe 28th St. #121 (310) 452-2905 

The Cutting Board 1260 15th St. #105  (310) 434-9924 

Dagwoods 820 Wilshire Blvd. (310) 899-3030 

Daily Grill  2501 Colorado Ave.  #b-190 (310) 309-2170 

Drago Restaurant  2628 Wilshire Blvd  (310) 828-1585 

Dragon Palace   2832 Santa Monica Blvd (310) 829-1462 

El Cholo 1025 Wilshire Blvd  (310) 899-1106 

Fromins 1832 Wilshire Blvd (310) 829-5443

House Of Billiards 1901 Wilshire Blvd (310) 828-9203

I H O P 1920 Santa Monica Blvd (310) 829-9100

Casa Escobar 2500 Wilshire Blvd (310) 828-1315

IZZYS DELI

Where the stars meet the locals. Izzys features 10.95 dinners nightly. Since 1970, Izzys has

been serving hungry locals the world famous Reuben sandwich and generous omeletes

for generations. 

1433 Wilshire Blvd (310) 394-1131 

J P's Bar & Grill 1101 Wilshire Blvd (310) 394-7660

Kaido Japense Cuisine 2834 Santa Monica Blvd (310) 828-7582  

Kay 'N Dave's 262 26th St. (818) 782-6196

L A Farm Ltd 3000 Olympic Blvd (310) 449-4007 

Lee's Chinese Food 1610 Santa Monica Blvd (310) 828-5304

The Lincoln 2460 Wilshire Bl (310) 828-2217 

Lucys Lunchbox 710 Wilshire Bl #100 (818) 762-6267  

Maya Japanese Food 2840 Santa Monica Blvd (310) 453-2612 

Manhattan Bagel 2216 Wilshire Blvd (310) 828-3228 

Nawab Of India 1621 Wilshire Bl (310) 829-1106 

Networks Cafe 2700 Colorado Ave.  #190 (310) 315-0502  

Noma Restaurant 2031 Wilshire Blvd (310) 453-4848 

Norms Santa Monica 1601 Lincoln Blvd (310) 395-6310 

O' Briens 2226 Wilshire Blvd (310) 829-5303 

Our Cafe 2104 Wilshire Bl (310) 828-5313 

Overunder 1333 Santa Monica Blvd (310) 899-0076 

Pacific Dining Car 2700 Wilshire Blvd (310) 453-4000

Pot & Pan Thai Food 2315 Santa Monica Blvd (818) 439-7083 

Santa Monica Pizza 1318 Wilshire Blvd (310) 393-4554  

The Shack Restaurant 2518 Wilshire Blvd (310) 449-1171 

The Slice 915 Wilshire Blvd (310) 453-2367 

Sizzler 2025 Wilshire Blvd (310) 453-3250

Snug Harbor 2323 Wilshire Blvd (310) 828-2991 

Sunshine Cafe & Grill 2021 Santa Monica Blvd (310) 449-7777 

Sushi King 1330 Wilshire Blvd (310) 395-0120 

Tacos Por Favor 1406 Olympic Blvd (310) 392-5768 

Taqueria Chihuahua 1909 Lincoln Bl (310) 874-2057

Tazzina 1620 Wilshire Blvd (310) 413-4270  

Thai Dishes 111 Santa Monica Blvd (310) 394-6189

Toi On Wilshire 1120 Wilshire Blvd (310) 394-7804  

V LOUNGE

V is for VIP. Welcome to V Lounge, home of the Westside's most elite nightclub ventures.

Versatile to fit any need, V Lounge offers only the most premium in nightlife experience.

2020 Wilshire Blvd (310) 829-1933 

Wilshire Restaurant 2454 Wilshire Blvd (310) 586-1707 

DOWNTOWN

3 on Fourth 1432 4th St. #A (310) 395-6765 

Abode Restaurant 1541 Ocean Av #150  (310) 394-3463

TTHHEE  AAMMAAZZOONN  HHUUTT  

Taste the best of the Brazilian Rainforest. A new Brazilian juice bar with sustainably-pro-

duced fruit. Enjoy the Acai smooth prepare by real Brazilians packed with antioxidants.

Sip Acerola juice, with 5x more vitamin C than orange juice. Treat yourself to Cupuacu,

bursting with antibacterial properties. 5% of all sales support Lar Viva a Vida, an orphan-

age for abused children. TheAmazonHut.com

1551 Ocean Avenue, Suite 140  (310) 451-5900

B O A 101 Santa Monica Bl (323) 655-3372

Baja Buds 1315 Third Street Promenade (310) 393-6060 

Bangkok West 606 Santa Monica Blvd (310) 395-9658

Benihana 1447 4th St.  (310) 260-1423 

Bookmark Cafe 601 Santa Monica Bl  (310) 587-2665

Bravo Cucina 1319 Third Street Promenade (310) 394-0374

Britannia pub   318 Santa Monica Blvd.  (310) 458-5350 

Broadway Deli 1457 Third Street Promenade (310) 451-0616 

Brunos Italian Rest Deli  1652 Ocean Ave.  (310) 395-5589 

Bubba Gump Shrimp Co 301 SM  Pier   (310) 393-0458 

Buca Di Beppo  1442 2nd St. (310) 587-0771 

The Cafe 445 Pacific Coast Hwy (310) 393-8282 

Cafe Crepe  1460 Third Street Promenade  (310) 576-0499

Cafe Paradiso 2408 Wilshire Blvd  (818) 427-1796 

Cafe Presto  2425 Colorado Ave. #107 B (310) 829-7757

Cafe Sol  2425 Colorado Ave.   (310) 829-0031

California Chicken Cafe  2401 Wilshire Blvd  (310) 453-0477 

California Crisp  13 Santa Monica Place (310) 394-3800 

California Pizza Kitchen  214 Wilshire Blvd (310) 393-9335 

Callahans Restaurant  1213 Wilshire Blvd (310) 394-6210 

Capo  1810 Ocean Ave.   (310) 394-5550 

Carousel Cafe 1601 Ocean Front Walk  (310) 451-4277 

Chez Jay 1657 Ocean Ave.  (310) 395-1241 

Comfort Cafe 420 Broadway  (310) 395-6252 

Cora's Coffee Shoppe L P  1802 Ocean Ave.  (310) 434-2468 

Crepes Company Inc  213 Arizona Ave.   (310) 801-0670 

Dennys Restaurant 1645  1560 Lincoln Blvd  (714) 251-5409 

Fast Taco  2901 Ocean Park Blvd #115 (310) 664-8722 

FIG RESTAURANT 

AT FAIRMONT MIRAMAR HOTEL & BUNGALOWS

Headed by Chef Ray Garcia, FIG Restaurant features organic, locally grown dishes. Chef

Ray works with creameries, fisheries and foragers to ensure only the freshest ingredients

are used. Featuring a charcuterie bar, communal table and private dining, FIG offers a

comfortable, neighborhood atmosphere.

101 Wilshire Blvd (310) 319-3111

Fritto Misto 601 Colorado Ave.  (310) 458-2828 

FUNNEL MILL

The Funnel Mill features imported, organic coffee and teas from around the world. If you

eat McDonalds, drink two buck Chuck, and think Starbucks is gourmet, this place is not

for you. Discover what coffee and tea should really taste like to the discerning palate. Try

our traditional tea ceremony to truly appreciate the flavors of the East.

www.funnelmill.com

930 Broadway Suite A (310) 597-4395

Gate Of India 115 Santa Monica Blvd (310) 656-1665 

Gaucho Grill 1251 Third Street Promenade (323) 468-0220 

Georges Bistro 1321 Third Street  (310) 451-8823 

Hedwigs Cafe 1509 4th St. (310) 394-3956 

THE HIDEOUT

The Hideout is Santa Monica's best lounge! We pay attention to details, so you don't have

to. Whether you want to come alone, as a couple, with a group of friends, or throw an unfor-

gettable party, we've got you covered!

112 W. Channel Road (310) 429-1851 

Hot Dog On A Stick 1633 Ocean Front Walk (760) 930-0456 

Houston's 202 Wilshire Blvd (602) 553-2111 

I Cugini Restaurant 1501 Ocean Ave.  (310) 451-4595 

Il Fornaio 1551 Ocean Ave.  (415) 945-0500

Infuzion Cafe 1149 3rd St. #100 (310) 393-9985 

Interactive Cafe 215 Broadway (310) 395-5009 

Ipanema Cafe 150 Santa Monica Place (310) 838-8586 

Ivy At The Shore 1535 Ocean Ave.  (310) 278-2908 

Jinkys Cafe 1447 2nd St. (818) 981-2250 

Jiraffe Restaurant 504 Santa Monica Blvd (310) 917-6671

JOHNNY ROCKETS

Every Johnny Rockets restaurant boasts an all-American look and feel with great tasting

food including juicy hamburgers, classic sandwiches and hand-dipped shakes and malts.

Come in and see for yourself why Johnny Rockets is the place Where the Good Times

Roll!TM”

1322 Third Street  (949) 643-6100 

Kaiten Restaurant 1456 Third Street (310) 451-8080  

La Botte, Inc. 620 Santa Monica Blvd #A (310) 576-3072

La Salsa #44 1401 Third Street Promenade (310) 587-0755 

La Serenata 1416 4th St. (310) 204-5360

Le Merigot Hotel 1740 Ocean Ave.  (310) 395-9700  

Leonidas 331 Santa Monica Blvd (310) 417-8851 

Light House Buffet 201 Arizona Ave.  (310) 451-2076 

The Lobster 1602 Ocean Ave.  (310) 458-9294 

Locanda Del Lago 231 Arizona Ave.  (310) 451-3525 

Loews Santa Monica 1700 Ocean Ave.  (310) 458-6700  

Manchu Wok 11 Santa Monica Pl (310) 458-3558

Mariasol 401 Santa Monica Pier (213) 626-5554 

Michaels 1147 3rd St. (310) 395-7911 

Musha Restaurant 424 Wilshire Blvd (310) 576-6330 

Newsroom Santa Monica Inc 530 Wilshire (310) 451-9444 

Ocean Avenue Seafood 1401 Ocean Ave.  (310) 437-8824 

Ocean Cafe 100 Wilshire Blvd #B1-10 (310) 260-6010 

THE YARD

"Your Neighborhood Gastropub." Our gastro-pub features great bar food and tapas. 

We have DJs after 10 on Thursday through Saturday, and live music on Sunday nights.

119 Broadway (310) 395-6037 

P F Chang's China Bistro 326 Wilshire Blvd (310) 395-1912 

Panera Bread 501 Wilshire Bl (714) 241-7705 

Perrys Pizz 930 Ocean Front Walk (310) 372-3138 

Perrys Pizza 2600 Ocean Front Walk (310) 372-3138 

Perrys Pizza 1200 Ocean Front Walk (310) 458-3975 

Perrys Pizza 2400 Ocean Front Walk (310) 372-3138 

Promenade Cafe 321 Santa Monica Bl (213) 700-2373

R A W 609 Broadway (310) 451-4148 

Real Food Daily 514 Santa Monica Blvd (310) 393-0804

S P E C I A L  A D V E R T I S I N G  S E C T I O N8New Brazilian Acai Juice Bar
A Taste of the Brazilian Rainforest

1551 Ocean Ave. #140 
(Entrance on Colorado Ave.) Santa Monica

Enjoy a delicious antioxident rich Acai
smoothie prepared by real Brazilians
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Renees Court Yard 522 Wilshire Blvd (310) 451-9341 

Riva Restaurant 312 Wilshire Blvd (310) 451-7482 

Rustic Canyon 1119 Wilshire Blvd (310) 560-7787

RUSTY’S SURF RANCH

Rusty's Surf Ranch on the Santa Monica Pier is a multi-use facility, featuring the best in live

music, dancing and award-winning cuisine in a California beach environment. With an exten-

sive collection of historic surfboards and memorabilia, Rusty's pays homage to the "Surfing

'60s", the Golden Era of California Surf Culture. Rusty's lunch and dinner cuisine are consistent

award winners, but great meals share the stage with great music at Rusty's when the Dining

Room stage welcomes live music and dancing with top area bands and national acts. Rusty's

is available for Special Events during normal operations or as a restricted facility for Private

Parties. Rusty's Surf Ranch is a perfect reminder of a simpler time in California's beachfront

history, with good food in a casual environment, live music and FUN. Open daily at noon. Happy

Hour 4-7p.m. 

256 Santa Monica Pier (310)393-PIERS

Scarboni 312 Wilshire Bl (310) 704-8079

SONNY MCLEAN’S  2615 Wilshire Blvd. (310) 449-1811 

Stefano's 1310 Third Street Promenade (310) 216-7716 

Sunset Bar & Grill 1240 Third Street (310) 393-3959 

Sushi Mon 401 Santa Monica Blvd (310) 576-7011 

Sushi Roku Santa Monica 1401 Ocean Av (310) 655-3372 

Sushi Shogun 1315 Third Street  (213) 500-4989 

Sushi Teri Express 1551 Ocean Ave.  #130 B (310) 394-2189 

Swingers 802 Broadway (323) 656-6136

Tandoor Cafe 395 Santa Monica Place #009 (310) 435-3845 

Tastie16 Santa Monica Place (310) 770-6745

THAI DISHES

Traditional Thai cuisine with more than 20 years experience.

Check out our newly remodeled restaurant. Let us serve you.

111 Santa Monica Blvd. (310) 394-6189

Tokyo Kitchen 15 Santa Monica Pl (310) 451-5385 

T's Thai 1215 4th St. (310) 395-4106 

Tudor House 1403 2nd St. (310) 451-8470 

Victoria Pizzeria 1607 Ocean Front Walk (310) 394-6863 

Villa Italian Specialties 8 Santa Monica Pl (310) 451-3031 

Wahoo's Fish Taco 418 Wilshire Blvd (949) 222-0670

WOKCANO

The Wokcano Restaurant Group is a modern Asian restaurant and lounge now with six

locations including Santa Monica, West Hollywood, Downtown L.A., Burbank,

Pasadena, and Long Beach featuring innovative cocktails and cuisine available for

delivery, take out, and corporate dining.

1413 5th Street (310) 458-3080

Whist 1819 Ocean Av (310) 260-7509 

Yangtze 1333 Third Street Promenade (310)260-1994 

Yankee Doodles 1410 Third Street (310)394-4632 

Ye Olde Kings Head 116 Santa Monica Blvd (310)451-1402 

(310)451-1402 

PICO/SUNSET PARK

310 Lounge & Bistro 3321 Pico Blvd. (310) 453-1331

Abbots Pizza Company 1811 Pico Blvd (310) 314-2777 

Acapulco Restaurant 3360 Ocean Park Blvd. (310) 450-8665

Air Conditioned 2819 Pico Blvd (310) 829-3700 

Ameci Pizza Pasta 2218 Lincoln Bl (310) 314-0090 

B B Q Garden 1707 Pico Blvd. (310) 450-6494

The Bread Factory Inc 1900 Pico Bl (310) 434-4653 

Buddha Boba 1701 Pico Bl (626) 674-8882 

Bud's Famous Deli & Desserts 2727 Ocean Park Blvd. (310) 450-6860

Cafe Bolivar 1741 Ocean Park Blvd. (310) 581-2344

Campos Mexican Food Inc 2008 Pico Blvd  (310) 450-4477 

Classic Pizza 2624 Pico Blvd  (310) 399-0452 

The Counter 2901 Ocean Park Bl #102 (310) 399-8383 

The Daily Pint 2310 Pico Blvd (310) 450-7631 

El Indio  2526 Pico Blvd (310) 450-8057 

El Pollo Loco Restaurant  1906 Lincoln Blvd (310) 392-9800

El Torito 3360 Ocean Park Blvd. (310) 450-8665

El Texate 316 Pico Blvd. (310) 399-1115

Fresh & Natural Cafe  1900 Pico Blvd (310) 392-0516 

Ocean Park Pizza 2819 1/2 Ocean Park Blvd (310) 450-9949

Georges Burgers 3101 Lincoln Blvd (310) 452-0445 

Gilbert's El Indio Mexican Food 2526 Pico Blvd. (310) 450-8057

Hotel Casa Del Mar Restaurant 1910 Ocean Way (310) 581-5533

The Hump 3221 Donald Douglas Loop South (310) 390-3177 

The Hungry Pocket 1715 Pico Blvd (310) 458-5335 

Il Forno Caffe & Pizzeria 2901 Ocean Park Blvd (310) 450-1241 

Josie Restaurant 2424 Pico Blvd (310) 581-4201 

La Playita 3306 Lincoln Blvd (310) 452-0090 

Lazy Daisy Inc 2300 Pico Blvd (310) 450-9011 

Le Pain Du Jour 828 Pico Blvd #2 (310) 399-4870

Mandarin Food Service 2618 Pico Bl (310) 396-9559 

Michael D'S Cafe 234 Pico Blvd (310) 452-8737 

Miyako 2829 Ocean Park Blvd (310) 396-5588 

THE OP CAFE

A Small Neighborhood Place With A Family Feel – Serving Breakfast and Lunch Daily. The

Freshest Foods, Friendly Service At Unbelievable Prices! So when you want to be treated

like family and enjoy some delicious food –The OP CAFÉ is the PLACE!!

3117 Ocean Park Blvd (310) 452-5720  

One Pico Restaurant One Pico Blvd. (310) 587-1717

Panchos Tacos 2920 Lincoln Blvd (310) 452-2970 

Pedals Cafe One Pico Blvd. (310) 587-1707

Raes Restaurant 2901 Pico Blvd (310) 820-1416 

Santa Monica Bar and Grill 3321Pico Blvd (310) 453-5001 

Santinos 3021 Lincoln Blvd (310) 779-1210 

Sheraton Delfina 530 Pico Blvd (310) 399-9344 

The Slice 1622 Ocean Park (310) 453-2367 

Spitfire Grill 3300 Airport Ave.  (310) 397-3455 

Star Of Siam 3133 Lincoln Blvd (310) 396-9511 

Subway 2901 Ocean Park Blvd (310) 396-3004 

Sunset Grill 1701 Ocean Park Blvd (310) 450-7546 

Tandoor India 2622 Pico Bl (310) 581-9964

Tom's No 1 Pico 2350 Pico Blvd. (310) 396-4481

Typhoon 3221 Donald Douglas Loop (310) 390-6565

UnUrban Coffeehouse 3301 Pico Blvd. (310) 315-0056

Valentino Restaurant 3115 Pico Blvd (310) 829-4313 

Richie Palmer’s Pizzeria1355 Ocean Ave  (310) 255-1111

Vitos 2807 Ocean Park Blvd (310) 450-4999 

Windows Restaurant 530 Pico Blvd. (310) 399-9344

Yongs Cafe 3020 Nebraska Ave.  (310) 828-4775 

Yuni Sushi 1928 Lincoln Blvd (310) 396-4039 

Zabies 3003 Ocean Park Blvd (310) 392-9036

MAIN STREET

Amelia's 2645 Main St. (310) 396-9095 

Bravo Pizzaria & Deli 2400 Main St. (310) 392-7466 

Chinois On Main  2709 Main St.  (310) 392-3038 

The Coffee Bean & Tea Leaf Ocean Park Blvd. (310) 396-6706

Creative Sushi  2518 Main St.  (310) 396-2711 

Dhaba Cuisine Of India  2104 Main St. (310) 399-9452 

Elvira's Cha Cha Chicken  1906 Ocean Ave.  (310) 581-1684 

The Enterprise Fish Co 174 Kinney St. (310) 392-8366 

Euphoria Loves RAWvolution 2301 Main St. (310) 392-9501

Finn McCools Irish Pub & Restaurant 2700 Main St. (310) 452-1734

Goudas & Vines 2000 Main Street (310) 450-6739

Groundwork Coffee Co. 2908 Main St. (310) 930-3910 

The Galley 2442 Main St. (310) 452-1934 

Holy Guacamole 2906 Main St. (310) 314-4850 

It's All Good Bakery 2629 Main St. (310) 260-0233 

Joes Main Street Diner 2917 Main St. (310) 392-5804 

La Vecchia Cucina 2654 Main St (310) 399-7979

Library Alehouse 2911 Main St. (310) 314-4855

Lula Cocina Mexicana 2720 Main St. (310) 392-5711

Main Street Bagels 2905 Main St. (310) 392-6373

Malia 2424 Main St. (310) 396-4122

Manchego 2510 Main Street (310) 450-3900 

Mani's Bakery & Cafe 2507 Main St. (310) 396-7700

O'Briens Irish Pub Oar House 2941 Main St. (310) 396-4725

OCEAN PARK OMELETTE PARLOR

The best breakfast in town, featuring locally grown vegetables from the Farmers Markets.

Sinc 1962, the Omelete Parlor has been a staple for Santa Monica locals. 6:30 am to 2pm

daily. 

2732 Main St. (310) 399-7892 

Oyako 2915 Main St. (310) 581-3525

Panini Garden 2715 Main St (310) 399-9939 

Rick's Tavern 2907 Main St (310) 392-2772 

Schatzi On Main 3110 Main St (310) 399-4800 

Shoop's Delicatessen 2400 Main St (310) 452-1019 

Sparky's Fine Frozen Yogurt 3110 Main St. #12 (310) 399-4513

Urth Caffe 2327 Main St. (310) 749-8879 

Via Veneto 3009 Main St. (310) 399-1843 

The Victorian Baker Cafe 2640 Main St. (310) 392-4956

Wildflour 2807 Main St. (310) 452-7739 

World Café 2640 Main St. (310) 392-1661

Yose Restaurant 2435 Main St. (310) 255-0680 

VENICE

26 Beach Restaurant 3100 Washington Blvd. (310) 823-7526  

Abbot's Habit 1401 Abbot Kinney Blvd  (310) 399-1171

Abbot's Pizza Co 1407 Abbot Kinney Blvd (310) 396-7334

Agra Indian Kitchen 2553 Lincoln Blvd. (310) 396-8749

Axe 1009 Abbot Kinney Blvd. (310) 664-9787

Azteca Restaurant 835 Sunset Ave. (310) 396-6576

Baby Blues BBQ 444 Lincoln Blvd. (310) 396-7675

Beechwood 822 W. Washington Blvd. (310) 448-8884

Benice 1715 Pacific Ave. (310) 396-9938

Big Daddy and Sons 1425 Ocean Front Walk (310) 508-2793

The Brig 1515 Abbot Kinney Blvd. (310) 399-7537

The Brick House Cafe 826 Hampton Dr. (310) 581-1639

Cafe 50's 838 Lincoln Blvd. (310) 399-1955

Casablanca Restaurant 220 Lincoln Blvd. (310) 392-5751

Chaya 110 Navy St. (310) 396-1179

China Beach Bistro 2024 Pacific Ave. (310) 823-4646

Danny's Deli 23 Windward Ave. (310) 566-5610

French Market Cafe 2321 Abbot Kinney Blvd. (310) 577-9775

Great Western Steak & Hoagie Company 1720 Lincoln Blvd. (310) 450-4545

Hal's Bar & Grill 1349 Abbot Kinney Blvd. (310) 396-3105

Hama 213 Windward Ave. (310) 396-8783

James Beach 60 N. Venice Blvd. (310) 823-5396

Joe's Restaurant 1023 Abbot Kinney Blvd. (310) 399-5811

La Cabana Restaurant 738 Rose Ave.  (310) 392-6161

La Meditrina 1029 Abbot Kinney Blvd. (310) 396-5000

Lands End Restaurant 323 Ocean Front Walk (310) 392-3997

Lilly's French Cafe & Bar 1031 Abbot Kinney Blvd. (310) 314-0004

Lincoln Fine Wines 727 Lincoln Blvd. (310) 392-7816  

Maos Kitchen 1512 Pacific Ave. (310) 581-8305

Piccolo Ristorante 5 Dudley Ave. (310) 314-3222

Primitivo Wine Bistro 1025 Abbot Kinney Blvd. (310) 396-5353

Rose Cafe 220 Rose Ave. (310) 399-0711

Shima 1432 Abbot Kinney Blvd. (310) 314-0882

Siam Best Restaurant 2533 Lincoln Blvd. (310) 827-8977

Stroh’s Gourmet 1239 Abbot Kinney Blvd. (310) 450-5119

Szechwan Restaurant 2905 Washington Blvd. (310) 821-6256 

Uncle Darrow's 2560 S Lincoln Blvd. (310) 306-4862

Wabi-Sabi 1635 Abbot Kinney Blvd. (310) 314-2229

Wacky Wok 2805 Abbot Kinney Blvd. (310) 822-7373

MARINA DEL REY

Beachside Cafe 4175 Admiralty Way (310) 821-5313

C & O Cucina 3016 Washington Blvd. (310) 301-7278

Cafe Del Rey 4451 Admiralty Way (310) 823-6395

California Pizza Kitchen 3345 Fiji Way (310) 301-1563

Casa Escobar 14160 Palawan Way (310) 822-2199

Chart House 13950 Panay Way (310) 822-4144

The Cheesecake Factor 4142 Via Marina (310) 306-3344

Chin Chin 13455 Maxella Ave Ste 266 (310) 823-9999

Chipotle Mexican Grill 4718 Admiralty Way (310) 821-0059

Harbor House Restaurant 4211 Admiralty Way (310) 577-4555

Islands 404 Washington Blvd (310) 822-3939

Jer-ne at The Ritz-Carlton 4375 Admiralty Way (310) 823-1700

Kaya Sushi 13400 Washington Blvd. (310) 577-1143 

Kifune Restaurant 405 Washington Blvd (310) 822-1595

Le Marmiton 4724 Admiralty Way (310) 773-3560

Mercedes Grille 14 Washington Blvd (310) 827-6209

Mermaids-Juice Java & More 14045 Panay Way (310) 306-3883

Rainbow Acres Natural Foods 4756 Admiralty Way (310) 823-5373

Sapori Ristorante 13723 Fiji Way (310) 821-1740

Tony P's 4445 Admiralty Way (310) 823-4534

Tsuji No Hana 4714 Lincoln Blvd (310) 827-1433

The Warehouse Restaurant 4499 Admiralty Way (310) 823-5451
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THE SANTA MONICA SALVATION
ARMY WOMEN’S AUXILARY

CORDIALLY INVITES YOU AND YOUR FRIENDS TO ITS

31ST CHRISTMAS IN SEPTEMBER
FASHION SHOW & LUNCHEON

HONORING OUR TWO PROMINENT COMMUNITY HOSPITALS

ST. JOHN’S HEALTH CENTER AND

UCLA - SANTA MONICA MEDICAL CENTER

“COOKING UP JOLLY HOLIDAYS”
FEATURING THE LATEST IN FALL FASHIONS BY

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 10TH, 
2009 BOUTIQUES 11:00 A.M., LUNCHEON 12:00 NOON

FAIRMONT MIRAMAR HOTEL
101 WILSHIRE BOULEVARD, SANTA MONICA

PROCEEDS WILL HELP US TO BRIGHTEN THE LIVES OF UNDERPRIVILEGED CHILDREN & YOUTH BY MAKING POSSIBLE

THE PURCHASE OF NEW TOYS AND FOOD BASKETS AT CHRISTMAS TIME AS WELL AS SUMMER CAMPERSHIPS, MUSIC

CAMP, AND OTHER SALVATION ARMY PROJECTS FOR CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND VETERANS THROUGHOUT THE YEAR.

DOOR PRIZES, TABLE FAVORS • TICKETS WILL BE HELD AT THE DOOR

(310) 399-3570 • (310) 451– 1358

Eddie Guerboian
MASTER OF CEREMONIES

Monet Brock
FASHION COMMENTATOR

Larry’s Shaver shop • 821 Wilshire Blvd • 310-393-3291

If you’ll always be a classic razor 
and shaving cream guy ... Come see us
Razors • Shave cream • Authentic Badger and
Boar’s hair brushes • After Shave • Cologne

Featuring

JOHN HEILPRIN
Associated Press Writer

UNITED NATIONS The United States and
four other nations signed onto an interna-
tional plan to fight piracy off the coast of
Somalia, committing Wednesday to playing
a leadership role in protecting one of the
world’s busiest shipping routes.

The so-called “New York Declaration”
signed by U.S. Deputy Ambassador
Rosemary DiCarlo and her counterparts
from Britain, Cyprus, Japan and Singapore is
an attempt to pool resources and agree on
the best ways of deterring the Somali pirates
who prey on vessels passing between Europe
and Asia.

“We realize that the fight against piracy in
the Horn of Africa region cannot be solved
entirely at sea,” DiCarlo said. Other needed
measures, she said, involve nations adopting
legal mechanisms to prosecute suspected
pirates and Somalia improving its capacity
to police its own territory.

Though it is a nonbinding political docu-
ment, proponents say it will commit ship
registry nations to adopt “best management
practices” for ship security such as increased
lookouts, raised ladders and emergency fire
pumps readied to repel boarders.

It was first proposed in May by Panama,
the Bahamas, Liberia and the Marshall
Islands, four of the world’s biggest ship reg-
istries. Those nations signed the declaration
previously.

In Washington, Andrew Shapiro, the
assistant secretary of state for political-mili-
tary affairs, told the ComDef 2009 defense
policy conference on Wednesday that the
document represents what Secretary of State
Hillary Rodham Clinton has called “a 21st

century solution to the 17th century prob-
lem” of piracy.

Clinton said during a visit in August to
Nairobi, Kenya, that the U.S. would provide
more aid for Somalia, which is home to ter-
rorists, drug smugglers and Islamist extrem-
ists.

By signing, the United States says the
Coast Guard and U.S. shipping companies
will continue adopting measures to protect
themselves against piracy that comply with
the International Ship and Port Facility
Security Code.

A group of almost 40 nations and inter-
national organizations including the U.S.,
China, Britain and France planned to gather
Thursday at U.N. headquarters in New York
for their fourth major session on deterring
Somali piracy.

They are meeting to discuss how best to
coordinate international naval patrols and
other security measures and how to discour-
age the secretive payments to pirates who
often demand — and receive — multimil-
lion dollar ransoms.

Another item drawing attention is coop-
eration on interdiction and prosecution of
suspected pirates.

Somalia’s lawless coastline and 18-year
civil war makes it a haven for pirates. Sailors
typically are released from their captured
vessels only after payment of a ransom.
Somali pirates captured more than 100 ships
last year, and attacks have increased this year.

DiCarlo said there have been 138 pirate
attacks off the Horn of Africa so far this year,
of which 33 have succeeded. But the safety
practices that the U.S. and other nations are
promoting “contributed to preventing many
of the other criminal assaults from succeed-
ing,” she said.

ALICIA A. CALDWELL
Associated Press Writer

EL PASO, Texas A body found with its sev-
ered arms crossed and placed on its chest in
Ciudad Juarez, Mexico, was identified by
authorities Wednesday as a Texas man kid-
napped from his home.

Sergio Saucedo, 30, was kidnapped from
his Horizon City house outside El Paso last
Thursday. His mutilated body was found
Tuesday in the Mexican border city across
the Rio Grande, said El Paso County
Sheriff ’s spokesman Jesse Tovar.

“It’s apparent that the spillover has
occurred,” Tovar said of the drug violence
plaguing Juarez and much of Mexico.

Saucedo, who has a long criminal
record including convictions for drug
possession and money laundering, was
kidnapped by three men, investigators
said. His wife told deputies the men broke
into the house, bound Saucedo with duct
tape and carried him out the back door to
the driveway.

Witnesses reported hearing at least one
gun shot and said Saucedo struggled with
his attackers as he yelled for help.

Saucedo’s body was found dumped in the
street late Tuesday with his severed arms
placed on top of a cardboard sign on his

chest, said Arturo Sandoval, spokesman for a
regional prosecutor’s office in Juarez. He
said the killers stuffed plastic bags into
Saucedo’s mouth and taped his eyes.

The sign was immediately removed and
authorities have not revealed what it said.
Drug cartels often leave messages with vic-
tims they kill.

Ciudad Juarez is Mexico’s deadliest city
with more than 1,300 drug-related killings
this year.

El Paso investigators believe Saucedo was
killed in Mexico, but a specific motive for the
kidnapping and killing remained unclear
Wednesday, Tovar said.

Court records show Saucedo, who has
used various aliases, had been convicted of
money laundering, possession of cocaine
with intent to distribute, trafficking mari-
juana and other drugs in Texas and
Oklahoma. Tovar said investigators were not
aware of a specific connection to any partic-
ular drug gang in Mexico.

Saucedo’s case is among a handful of
drug-related kidnappings reported to feder-
al authorities in recent years, said Andrea
Simmons, an FBI spokeswoman in El Paso.
While none Simmons knew of had previous-
ly ended so violently, Saucedo’s kidnapping
isn’t the first sign of cartel violence in El
Paso.

Mutilated body found in
Mexico is Texas man

U.S. agrees to fight
pirates in Somalia
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GET YOUR
DOCUMENTS 
THERE IN A

FLASH

213.482.1567
nowlegalonline.com

GET YOUR
DOCUMENTS 
THERE IN A

FLASH

*CALL US FOR DETAILS2 4 - H O U R  A T T O R N E Y  S E R V I C E

Now Legal Services provides messenger services, rush court 
filings on motorcycles and rush process servings. Our services

include the preparation of documents for small claims court 
filings, the filing in the court and serving the papers.

Call NOW LEGAL SERVICES for details.
thought by tweaking that you could earn
some revenue but also really fix a lot of
what’s ailing the parking in terms of all the
impact to parking.”

During peak hours, the garages in
Downtown as a whole are about 65 percent
occupied. Structures 1-6 and 9, which line
Second and Fourth streets and are the most
conveniently located to the Third Street
Promenade, are about 95 percent full during
those times.

Turoff pointed out that the garages that
are the least conveniently located — the
Santa Monica Public Library and Civic
Center Garage — are also more expensive.

The plan also includes raising meter rates
from $1 to $1.50 an hour.

“We want to turn those spaces,” Turoff
said.

The plan also includes reducing the two
free hours of parking at Structures 1-6 and 9
to only one, charging $1 for the second hour.

The current policy has allowed employees
to park in the structure for free, moving
their cars every two hours and causing con-
gestion.

“Any busy area where you have two-hour
parking on the street you will see the
employee shuffle, the two-hour dance where
every two hours people move their cars in
order to take advantage of that conven-
ience,” Turoff said.

The consultant also suggested that City
Hall facilitate agreements with private park-
ing structures and businesses to allow
Downtown employees to park at a special
rate.

The parking rates were last adjusted in
1997.

“Parking is real estate — it’s real estate in
terms of the building, it’s real estate in terms
of the land and it’s real estate in terms of the
area,” Turoff said. “Santa Monica is a desir-
able place.

“That’s one reason why you have a park-
ing problem here.”

Councilman Bob Holbrook, who was the
lone person to vote against the recommen-
dations, said he had some reservations about
raising the evening rate, believing that it
would deter visitors from coming to Santa
Monica.

“I’m just saying that for the vast majority
of people I see coming to Santa Monica,

parking does make a difference,” he said.
Michael Cahn, a local bicycle advocate,

asked that city officials also study the impact
that the recommendations will have on
cyclists, specifically the potentially danger-
ous effect of increasing the meter parking
rates.

“The result of the proposal is cars moving
in and out many more times during the day
from these on-street parking spaces,” he said.
“These are the spaces that the cyclists are
cycling along.

“These are the spaces where the doors are
opening and the cyclists need to be aware of
these doors opening.”

The proposal also received some concern
from local business, Easton Gym, which is
located on the promenade.

Oren Grossi, who works at the gym, said
that the parking plan would discourage resi-
dents from using the structures.

He added that the increased hikes would
also burden retail employees.

“I think people don’t realize how little
retail employees make,” he said.“They usual-
ly don’t work full shifts and you might get
them to park somewhere if you offer free or
really cheap parking at the library or Civic
Center.

“Those people are struggling and asking
them to pay for their $8 or $9 an hour job is
asking a lot.”

Councilmembers expressed support for
the plan but remained concerned about the
timeline of when the new rates would be in
effect.

“These are some phenomenal ideas,”
Councilman Richard Bloom said. “The last
thing we want to do is move forward on this
and take an extraordinarily long time to
implement it.”

melodyh@smdp.com

FROM PARKING PAGE 1

Parking will leave bigger
dents on visitors’ wallets

THE AREAS IN
HIGH DEMAND

ARE NOT EXPENSIVE 
TO PARK IN.”

Steffen Turoff
Walker Parking Consultants

Brandon Wise brandonw@smdp.com
POPULAR SPOT: Parking structure 5 on Fourth Street will soon cost more to park in.
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NEW YEAR, NEW BEGINNINGS

The bell rang and in an instant, the hall-
ways that remained silent throughout the
past three months swarmed with colorful
backpacks and the chatter of summer vaca-
tion, students hugging each other, one girl
remarking out loud “we’re seniors,” as she
embraces her friends.

But all was still quiet inside the English
Building’s Humanities Center Theater where
Hovis, deep in thought, stood at a podium
reading over some material, his students fil-
ing into the large black box space, taking
their seats that were positioned into a U-for-
mation.

The bell rings again and Hovis lifts the
podium and brings it closer to the students
as he greets them.

“How are you?” one student responds a
bit loudly, smirking.

The students come from all grade levels,
the majority of which are sophomores and
juniors with a few freshmen and seniors
sprinkled in. Some sit straight up, appearing
eager to begin their introduction to drama,
while others sit slouched back, seemingly
disinterested with their arms crossed.

But the disinterested become interested
once the lesson begins.

Hovis pushes the podium back and
begins circling the room, asking how many
students are nervous, watching as several
hands move up slowly.

He then walks to the first student and
begins counting them off in pairs, asking all
of the “ones” to stand up in the middle of the
room. The last student in the group to say
“not it,” becomes the first to chase their peers
in a game of tag.

Five minutes later, the nervous energy is
let off in the room. Students laughing as they
chase one another.

“Acting for me can be a very nervous
process because you are laying yourself out
there,” Hovis said. “That’s why we do this
game, to get rid of that nervousness.”

The games and the interaction are all part
of Hovis’ teaching approach, one that he
calls physical in that the goal is for the stu-
dent to become comfortable with themselves
on stage.

“I am very much about truth and honesty
on the stage and the work,” he said.

The 44-year-old Huntington Beach resi-
dent and married father of three children

began his career in 1988 at the Calvary
Chapel High School in Costa Mesa, teaching
theater, economics, government, Algebra II
and TV production in the span of one year.

He left the following year to teach at
Whittier High School’s Music Department
for two years, going to Edison High School
thereafter to run the theater program. In
1993, Hovis began a 14-year teaching career
at Culver City High School where he co-
founded the Academy of Visual and
Performing Arts in 1998.

In 2007, he became a theater and vocal
music teacher at University High School in
Irvine but left two years later, wanting to
leave the conservative restrictions of the
school for what he sees as the creative flexi-
bility and diversity of the Westside.

“I think this community fits in more with
my style of teaching of theater and definite-
ly will be more supportive of the work that I
do,” he said.

After the game of tag is over, Hovis walks
to the white board and writes, “acting is liv-
ing truthfully under imaginary circum-
stances,” asking his students to repeat the
statement several times.

It’s time to begin game number two.
The previously-designated ones and twos

are asked to line up and face each other,
asked to carefully observe each other’s
ensembles. The students are then instructed
to turn away from each other and change
something physically about themselves
before turning back, some tying their hair
back, others lowering a sock.

They quiz their partners on what’s differ-
ent.

FIRST DAY JITTERS 

While he’s taught for two decades, Hovis
admits to first day jitters, having just gone
through a major change by going to a differ-
ent school just two years ago.

But there’s also excitement in not just
starting a new job, but also growing along
with his students.

The goal for the school year is to teach
students that theater isn’t just entertain-
ment, it’s provocative.

Entertainment is a byproduct.
“There are so many avenues to teach stu-

dents how theater can be a political tool, a
social tool,” he said. “It’s not just dancing
and singing, but really about conveying a
message, raising questions about our society
and how we can make it better.”

The students giggle as they try to guess
what’s different with their partners. Hovis
instructs the pupils to turn around once
again and change four things. They gasp.

But shortly after the bell rings and the
students begin filing out for their next class.
Smiling, Hovis waves his students good-bye.

“All right, my friends, I’ll see you tomor-
row.”

He prepares for his next class — junior
English — where Hovis will face an entirely
different set of students. There’s more inter-
active teaching involved as he will pair stu-
dents again and ask them to interview each
other. Another ice breaker.

“I want to learn about them as people
and as students, but also set the tone that I
am very serious about what I do,” he said.

melodyh@smdp.com

FROM TEACHER PAGE 1

New teachers begin first
day of school with students

I WANT TO
LEARN ABOUT

THEM AS PEOPLE AND AS
STUDENTS, BUT ALSO

SET THE TONE THAT I AM
VERY SERIOUS ABOUT

WHAT I DO.”
Darryl Hovis

New Samohi teacher
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ANNE D’INNOCENZIO
AP Retail Writer

NEW YORK The Great Recession and
Americans’ retreat into thriftiness are teach-
ing retailers a new lesson: How to survive
when consumers are focused on “needs”
rather than “wants.”

For years, shoppers splurged on every-
thing from $5 lattes to $200 jeans, and retail-
ers responded by opening more stores and
offering more choices. Now, beset by high
unemployment and limited access to credit,
shoppers are limiting most of their purchas-
es only to essentials or the best deals.

Retailers’ first response to the sudden and
sharp pullback in spending last fall was to
offer deep discounts and more coupons to
keep merchandise moving. But to survive
over the long haul, the watchword for stores
and product makers is “small.”

They’re stocking shelves with slimmed-
down milk jugs and half-sized pies. They’re
charging less for stripped-down products
such as blouses with less-frilly designs and
detergents with less powerful cleaning
action. Brands are disappearing, too, includ-
ing Kraft’s Handi-Snacks pudding. Some
stores are being reduced in size, if they’re not
shut down entirely.

The changes are likely to last for years.
Even when the economy improves, it will
take years before the debts that piled up dur-
ing the decade-long shopping spree are paid
off. Americans are also getting used to their
newly adopted frugal habits of saving more
and spending less.

“I don’t think we are going to go back to
business as usual,” said Steve Sadove, chair-
man and CEO of Saks Inc., operator of Saks
Fifth Avenue.

As companies woo buyers, shoppers are
finding they’re in control. And they’re driv-
ing hard bargains.

Renee Bello, a real estate broker in
Sandwich, Mass., is enjoying the bombard-
ment of store coupons, more lower-priced
products and better quality in store-label
merchandise, particularly at grocery chains.

“I definitely feel I have power,” says Bello,
54, who has been able to grab coveted brands
and high-quality groceries even though she’s
cut her spending in half because of econom-
ic uncertainty.

For retailers, the changes need not be
devastating. In fact, those that survive will be
leaner and more efficient.

“There’s nothing like a good old-fash-
ioned recession to make you run a better
business,” J. Crew Group Chairman and
CEO Millard Drexler said recently.

LESS IS MORE

To stay in business, stores find they can’t
take big chances with what they put on the
shelves, and how much they stock of each
item.

Merchants are now keeping less stock on
hand and delivering goods into the store
more frequently to keep stores looking fresh,
instead of having items sitting on the shelves
for months. Retail executives hope that strat-
egy will help cut down on aggressive dis-
counting.

The long-term goal is for merchants to
carry 1Ω months’ worth of inventory, com-
pared with 3Ω months in the past, says retail
consultant Burt P. Flickinger III.

Apparel companies are focusing on the
most popular colors instead of oddball hues.
For example, Nicole Miller eliminated olive
green in its prom dress collection. And plain

styles were prevalent at last week’s apparel
industry trade show in Las Vegas, says David
Wolfe, creative director of The Doneger
Group, which advises stores on apparel buy-
ing.

Shoppers won’t buy tops or dresses with
seasonal designs because they want to wear
the clothes year round, he says.

THE POWER OF LOWER PRICES

Manufacturers and retailers that held
firm on pricing a year ago to try to protect
their brands have felt the sting.

Consumer products giant Procter &
Gamble Co., whose revenue fell 11 percent
in the latest quarter as it remained steadfast
on pricing for its powerhouse brands, is
experimenting with price cuts. In a depar-
ture from the company’s carefully cultivated
premium image, P&G is even testing a
lower-cost version of its signature Tide laun-
dry detergent. Tide Basic sells for about 20
percent less than the regular powder form
and lacks the latest cleaning ingredients.

Abercrombie & Fitch, long known as the
go-to store for pricey teen fashion, was ham-
mered by revenue declines of nearly 30 per-
cent when it refused to budge on prices. It
relented this summer.

And Saks has had to shift toward the low-
est and mid-tier price points at its stores.
More men’s dress shirts range from $95 to
$200 and fewer are priced at $300 or more.

Gucci and other European designer
brands would have bristled a year ago about
lowering prices. Now, they are working with
Saks and other luxury stores to reduce prices
on some goods.

Price cuts are painful, so manufacturers
and retailers maneuver to avoid them by
identifying goods with strong demand. If
they must cut prices, they cut costs, too, to
maintain profit margins.

“This is a transition period for the
world,” says Bud Konheim, president of
designer clothing maker Nicole Miller. “We
have our antennae up.”

Retailers are also throwing out their
devotion to premium brands. From Best
Buy’s private-label televisions to Kroger’s
pizzas to house-brand men’s shirts and
sports coats at Saks Fifth Avenue, stores are
putting more stock in store-label products,
which cost less for consumers and tend to be
more profitable.

This year, 37.5 percent of business is
expected to be from store brands, according
to a survey by the National Retail
Federation. Two years ago, that figure was 26
percent. The share could go to 50 percent in
the next few years, says C. Britt Beemer,
chairman of America’s Research Group.

Jimmy Franco, a 46-year-old book publi-
cist from New York, has switched to store-
label products like mouthwash and aspirin
and praises their quality compared with
brand names. “I really don’t see any differ-
ence.”

MARKETING VALUE

Consumers’ focus on value and saving
money has shaped how products are mar-
keted as well.

Sellers are becoming more sympathetic to
consumers’ woes in their ad campaigns, a big
shift from past recessions in which they
focused on price-cutting.

In the past, “retailers had a hard time
acknowledging (in ads) when things were
bad,” says Ellen Davis, a spokesman at NRF.
They feared it would make their business
worse.

Recession forcing retailers
to be inventive, price savvy
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CITY OF SANTA MONICA

NOTICE INVITING BIDS
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City of Santa Monica invites sealed bids for: 

BID #2986 – PROVIDE LABOR AND MATERIALS TO UPGRADE THE EXISTING 
VOLLEYBALL COURTS AT THE BEACH.

� A mandatory job walk will be held on Monday, September 14, 2009 at 10:00 AM 
Pacific Time.  Bidders are to meet Darrell Baker in front of Perry’s Beach Café
(2500 Ocean Front Walk, Santa Monica, CA, next to Beach Park I at Barnard 
Way & Ocean Park Blvd.).  

� Parking is available at:  Beach Lot 5 South  located at 2600 Barnard Way,
Santa Monica, CA (refer to the following link for directions 
http://parking.smgov.net/det_beachsouth.html)

� Late arrivals may be disqualified from bidding.
� Please refer to the bid packet for further details.

The bid packet can be downloaded at:
http://vendors.planetbids.com/SantaMonica/QuickSearch.cfm

� Submission Deadline is September 28, 2009 at 3:00 PM Pacific Time.

Request for bid forms and specifications may be obtained from the City of Santa Monica,
1717 4th St., Suite 250, Santa Monica, California, by calling (310) 458-2211, or by 
e-mailing your request to kimberlie.nimori@smgov.net. Bids must be submitted on forms
furnished by the City of Santa Monica.

Vendors interested in doing business with the City of Santa Monica are encouraged to 
register online at http://www.smgov.net/finance/purchasing/

DAVID ESPO
AP Special Correspondent

WASHINGTON President Barack Obama
summoned Congress to join in a “season for
action” on health care Wednesday night,
urging lawmakers to set aside partisan
gamesmanship in favor of drafting legisla-
tion that benefits millions who have insur-
ance and many more without it.

“I am not the first president to take up
this cause, but I am determined to be the
last,” Obama said in excerpts released by the
White House in advance of a prime-time
speech to Congress and a public grown
increasingly skeptical of his plans.

Obama’s speech came at the end of a
summer of setbacks and as the president and
his allies in Congress readied an autumn
campaign to enact his top domestic priority.

In a fresh sign of urgency, Sen. Max
Baucus, D-Mont., announced that his Senate
Finance Committee would meet in two
weeks to begin drafting legislation, whether
or not a handful of Democrats and
Republicans have come to an agreement.
The panel is the last of five to act in
Congress, and while the outcome is uncer-
tain, it is the only one where bipartisanship
has been given a chance to flourish.

In the excerpts, Obama said there is wide-
spread agreement on about 80 percent of
what must be included in legislation. Any
yet, he said, “instead of honest debate, we
have seen scare tactics” and ideological war-
fare that offers no hope for compromise.

“Well, the time for bickering is over. The
time for games has passed. Now is the season
for action,” he said.

Obama said the legislation he seeks
would guarantee insurance to consumers,
regardless of pre-existing medical condi-
tions, as well as other protections. “As soon
as I sign this bill, it will be against the law for
insurance companies to drop your coverage
when you get sick or water it down when
you need it most,” he added in the excerpts
released in advance.

The president also assured those with
insurance that “nothing in this plan will
require you or your employer to change the
coverage or the doctor you have.”

Obama also said the legislation he seeks
would help those who lack insurance to
afford it. “These are not primarily people on
welfare,” he said in a line in the excerpts that
appeared aimed at easing concerns among
working-class voters. “These are middle-
class Americans.”

The president also said he wants legisla-
tion that “will slow the growth of health care
costs for our families.”

Obama said a collective failure” to meet
the challenge of overhauling health care for
decades has “led us to a breaking point.”

While Democrats command strong
majorities in both the House and Senate,
neither chamber has acted on Obama’s top
domestic priority, missing numerous dead-
lines leaders had set for themselves.

In a reflection of the stakes, White House
aides mustered all the traditional pomp they
could for a president who took office vowing
to change Washington. The setting was a
joint session of Congress, and the president
was assured of the customary packed house
and loud applause when he walked down the
center aisle of the House chamber to begin
his speech.

Additionally, the White House invited as
guests men and women who have suffered
from high costs and insurance practices,
seating them near first lady Michelle

Obama.
Obama intends to follow up the speech

with an appearance Saturday in
Minneapolis, the White House announced.

One senior administration official said
the president would make the case for
including a provision for the government to
sell insurance in competition with private
industry, but was not expected to insist it be
included in any legislation he signs into law.

The so-called government option has
emerged as one of the most contentious
issues in the monthslong debate over health
care, with liberal Democrats supporting it
and many moderates inside the party
opposed. An early draft of Baucus’ plan calls
for an alternative consisting of nonprofit co-
ops. Sen. Olympia Snowe of Maine, the
Republican who seems most inclined to
cross party lines on the issue, favors a differ-
ent approach, consisting of a standby in
which the government could sell insurance if
competition fails to emerge in individual
states.

The speech took place after weeks of halt-
ing progress and highly publicized setbacks
for Obama and his allies on the issue of
health care. After internal divisions prevent-
ed House Democrats from passing legisla-
tion in July, numerous members of the rank
and file were confronted in town-hall style
meetings with highly vocal critics.

There were charges — launched by for-
mer Republican vice presidential candidate
Sarah Palin and debunked by nonpartisan
organizations — that the legislation includ-
ed “death panels” whose purpose was to
facilitate the end of life for the elderly under
Medicare.

At the same time, polling has shown a
deterioration in support for the president,
and an AP-GfK poll hours before the speech
showed public disapproval of Obama’s han-
dling of health care has jumped to 52 per-
cent, an increase of 9 percentage points since
July.

Democrats had yet another change to fac-
tor into their plans. Sen. Edward M.
Kennedy’s death this summer robbed them
not only of the experience of one of the
Senate’s most accomplished legislators, but
also of their 60th vote in the Senate. That
meant they needed at least one Republican
vote to choke off any filibuster. Alternatively,
they could try a more partisan approach,
drafting a bill that could not be filibustered,
but also shorn of some of the provisions
they want.

Republicans greeted Obama’s appearance
politely but coolly.

“When it comes to health care, Americans
don’t want government to tear down the
house we have,” said Senate GOP leader
Mitch McConnell of Kentucky.

“They want it to repair the one we’ve got.
That means sensible, step-by-step reforms,
not more trillion-dollar grand schemes.”

Obama has said repeatedly that agree-
ment exists on about 80 percent of the issues
involved in drafting legislation, and the
White House and Baucus have lined up
numerous outside interests to help shepherd
a bill to passage.

The nation’s drugmakers and hospitals
have already made deals to help pay a cost of
the legislation. The American Medical
Association also is in support, in large meas-
ure because the bills would avert planned
reductions of 20 percent in their Medicare
fees.

AARP, which advocates for those aged 50
and over, is supports the approach Obama
and his congressional allies have taken.

Obama urges Congress to
act on heath care reform
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STEVE LEBLANC
Associated Press Writer

BOSTON The governor should be allowed to name an inter-
im replacement to the late Edward Kennedy’s vacant Senate
seat because it would help ensure health care overhaul legis-
lation gets passed, Democrats told a packed Statehouse pub-
lic hearing Wednesday.

Before he died last month at age 77 of brain cancer,
Kennedy had asked lawmakers to allow Gov. Deval Patrick, a
Democrat, to name a temporary senator to fill the seat until
voters choose a permanent replacement in a Jan. 19 special
election.

Senate Democrats, including U.S. Sen. John Kerry, sup-
port the idea, in part to improve the chances of passing
President Barack Obama’s health care overhaul plan.
Naming an interim replacement to Kennedy’s seat would
give Democrats a critical 60 votes in the Senate.

Kerry, testifying before state lawmakers and hundreds of
supporters and critics, invoked the memory of Kennedy,
who had said that expanding health care to all Americans
was his life’s work in the Senate.

“We are closer than ever to providing health care coverage
to every man, woman and child in America,” Kerry told law-
makers. “None of these big challenges will be decided by huge
margins. ... These are times again when every vote will count.”

An interim senator could keep Kennedy’s staff and
respond to requests from citizens, supporters say. Without a
replacement, Kennedy’s staff must shut down his office with-
in 60 days of his death.

“It is absolutely essential that Massachusetts not go
underrepresented,” said U.S. Rep. William Delahunt, D-
Mass. “All hands on deck.”

In written testimony, Patrick, who is recuperating from
hip replacement surgery, said he supports both the special
election and the interim appointment. He said if he is
allowed to make the appointment, he would ensure the

appointee wouldn’t run in the special election.
Patrick pointed to the anticipated Senate debate on

Obama’s health care initiative, “framed in large measure
around the bipartisan model we developed here in
Massachusetts,” as a key reason to appoint an interim succes-
sor.

The entire, all-Democratic Massachusetts congressional
delegation endorsed the change in a letter to the two chair-
men of the state Elections Law Committee, which held the
hearing.

Republicans, vastly outnumbered in heavily Democratic
Massachusetts, called the proposal a power grab.

“This is really a political power play by the Democrats to
ensure there is a filibuster-proof majority in the U.S. Senate
to go forward with a very unpopular health care plan,” said
Massachusetts Republican Party Chairwoman Jennifer
Nassour.

Republicans sent out e-mails urging “activists, concerned
citizens and defenders of democracy” to attend the hearing.
They also started an online petition and urged supporters to
call radio talk show hosts in the Boston area.

The GOP points out that just five years ago, when Kerry
was the Democratic nominee for president, the Democratic-
controlled state House and Senate changed the law to block
then-Gov. Mitt Romney from naming a fellow Republican to
fill Kerry’s seat if he became president. The changes also bar
temporary appointments.

“It’s a bad idea. It’s clearly something that’s meant for
political gain by one party. You live by the sword, you die by
the sword,” said state Sen. Scott Brown, R-Wrentham, who is
considering running for the seat. “You can’t tell me that
someone who’s in that position temporarily isn’t going to be
actively campaigning for some person.”

Kerry said the situation in 2004 was different. If he had
been elected president, there would have been time to have a
special election before any substantive issues came up before
the Senate, unlike the crowded fall calendar.

TODD RICHMOND
Associated Press Writer

MADISON, Wis. Legislators demanded to know Wednesday
why a DNA sample that allegedly links a man to nine homi-
cides never made it never made it to crime analysts and what
state police and prison officials are doing to make sure swabs
from other convicts make it to the lab.

Police arrested Walter Ellis on Saturday after they
obtained DNA from his toothbrush that they claim ties him
to a string of cold-case homicides in Milwaukee from 1986
to 2007. He made his initial court appearance Wednesday
and was ordered held on a $1 million bond on two counts of
first-degree intentional homicide.

Ellis’s attorney, Alejandro Lockwood, could not immedi-
ately be reached for comment. Prosecutors said more
charges could come Thursday.

Milwaukee Police Chief Ed Flynn has suggested that if
investigators had Ellis’ DNA profile sooner they might have
identified him and prevented at least one death.

The state Department of Corrections said it obtained a
sample from Ellis while he was in prison in February 2001.
The agency was supposed to send the sample to the Justice
Department’s crime lab for a DNA profile. Wisconsin law
requires all convicted felons to give samples for DNA test-
ing.

But Justice Department officials said Tuesday that they
have no records showing they ever received Ellis’ sample.

State Sen. Spencer Coggs, D-Milwaukee, said he has asked
the state Justice Department to review records from the first
quarter of 2001 to see if other convicts’ samples were record-
ed or lost. Rep. Leon Young, D-Milwaukee, said he also
planned to ask the Corrections department for more infor-
mation on what happened.

“It’s very unfortunate,” said Young, a former Milwaukee
police officer. “This person could have been put away a long
time ago.”

State Rep. Peter Barca, D-Kenosha, co-chair of the legisla-
tive Joint Audit Committee, said he and Rep. Joe Parisi, D-
Madison, chairman of the Assembly’s corrections commit-
tee, plan to send a letter to both agencies asking how they
will improve communication and ensure DNA gets to the
correct agency as quickly as possible.

“Obviously, you’ve got a very serious coordination and
communication issue that needs to be addressed immediate-
ly,” Barca said.

Gary Hamblin, administrator of the Justice Department’s
Division of Law Enforcement Services, said that agency has
started its own investigation to determine what happened to
Ellis’ sample and determine if there is a larger problem with
getting convicts’ samples.

“We have no indication that’s happening at the present
time,” Hamblin said. “(But) sometimes it’s difficult to see
what isn’t taking place. ... Right now it’s premature to say
where the system was broken down.”

Gov. Jim Doyle was the attorney general in 2001. His
office referred questions to Corrections spokesman John
Dipko. Dipko said in an e-mail the agency would “do what it
can to assist the Department of Justice in its review.”

Ellis went to prison in August 1998 after pleading no con-
test to second-degree reckless injury. Prosecutors said he hit
his ex-girlfriend with a hammer. He was released in 2001
and got off state supervision in 2003.

Investigators allege Ellis’ DNA was found on the bodies of
nine women age 16 to 41 who were found slain on
Milwaukee’s north side. They believe eight of the women
were prostitutes and one was a runaway.

Authorities think the prostitutes were strangled.

Lawmakers seek answers about
slaying suspect’s DNA information

Dems cite health care in
Kennedy-successor debate
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SARAH KARUSH
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON Frustrated with poor mainte-
nance by the federal government, the group
that built the Vietnam War memorial is aim-
ing to improve its little corner of the
National Mall by taking over lawn care for
13.5 acres marred by weeds, moss and
brown spots.

Officials with the Vietnam Veterans
Memorial Fund said they were moved to act
after reading an Associated Press investiga-
tive story on the lack of federal money for
the mall, despite needed urgent repairs to
the area known as “America’s front yard.”

The AP’s story in July analyzed congres-

sional spending since 2005 and found the
mall has been at a disadvantage in compet-
ing for millions of dollars in extra funds
doled out by lawmakers, compared with sites
that are represented by powerful members of
Congress. The entire mall, covering some
650 acres, is in the District of Columbia,
which has no vote in the House or Senate.

Lawmakers frequently direct money to
projects back home, but even as the prob-
lems became obvious at the National Mall
— including the seawall visibly sinking in
front of Thomas Jefferson’s memorial —
Congress killed a bill last year that would
have funded repairs. In January, lawmakers
nixed $200 million in proposed stimulus
funding for the mall.

The private Vietnam veterans group
plans to spend $96,000 in the coming
months to repair a broken irrigation system
and provide weed treatment, fertilization,
aeration and other work. The group, which
is working with the National Park Service to
make sure the improvements adhere to the
agency’s specifications, intends to continue
maintaining the grass in the long term, Fund
President Jan C. Scruggs told The Associated
Press on Wednesday.

Repairs to the irrigation system are
scheduled to begin Thursday.

One prominent Vietnam veteran
involved with the fund, Texas businessman
Peter Holt, who owns the NBA’s San Antonio
Spurs, remembers noticing problems when

he spoke at a Memorial Day event at the
monument this year. It had been years since
he had visited the wall.

“I made just a passing comment: ‘Gee, it
doesn’t look too good around here,’” said
Holt, who chairs the fund’s campaign to
raise money for a planned education center
to be built on the mall. “I thought maybe it
was because of a drought.”

Scruggs said he and Holt realized they
needed to act if they wanted the grass to be
improved any time soon.

“He said, ‘Look, why don’t we fix our cor-
ner? That way we can set the standard for the
mall,’” Scruggs said. “Americans — we don’t
wait for the government to take care of
things.”

CHUCK BARTELS
AP Business Writer

HOT SPRINGS, Ark. Quarters dropped into
fountains at Hot Springs National Park in
Arkansas next year could feature the park
itself.

The U.S. Mint announced Wednesday
that the first in its “America the Beautiful”
series of quarters will feature Hot Springs,
which was set aside for preservation by the
federal government in 1832. Yellowstone
National Park in Wyoming will be featured
second.

Other sites to be honored in the 56-coin
series include Washington’s Olympic

Mountains, the tallgrass prairie of Kansas
and the White Mountains of New
Hampshire. Each state and territory will be
featured in the series, which will end with
Alabama’s Tuskegee Airmen memorial in
early 2021.

Oklahoma Gov. Brad Henry in April had
recommended the Oklahoma City National
Memorial for his state but Mint officials
instead selected the Chickasaw National
Recreation Area. The Mint said the site of
the 1995 federal building bombing is owned
by a private foundation and not a federal
agency.

South Dakota’s coin will feature Mount
Rushmore, which also is depicted on the

back of quarters created as part of the 50-
state series from 1999-2008 that made, well,
a mint.

New coins will be issued in the order
Congress approved the national sites. While
Yellowstone is considered the first national
park, the federal government set aside Hot
Springs four decades earlier so it will be fea-
tured first.

New coins will be released about every 10
weeks beginning in early 2010. A specific
release date hasn’t been determined, nor
have designs been unveiled, U.S. Mint
spokeswoman Carolyn Fields said
Wednesday.

Hot Springs promoter Steve Arrison, the

head of the city’s Convention and Visitors
Bureau, sees the coins as another marketing
tool for the city of 40,000.

“The only thing that would make it better
would be if we could put our Web site on the
quarter,” Arrison said.

Congress designated what is now Hot
Springs National Park as a federal reserva-
tion in 1832 to preserve its thermal waters
for public benefit. The National Park Service
was established in 1916, and Hot Springs
Reservation became Hot Springs National
Park in 1921. In places, the city and park are
one. Nature trails snake through mountains
rising next to the city, and bathhouses line
one side of Central Avenue.

Hot Springs to be featured first on ‘America the Beautiful’ quarters

Veterans group plans to do yard work at National Mall



THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2009Visit us online at smdp.com
National

19

NEW CUSTOMERS ONLY. COUPON VALID FOR ONE SERVICE. PLEASE BRING COUPON TO REDEEM. ONLY ONE COUPON PER CUSTOMER.

1/2 OFF 1ST HAIRCUT
COMPLIMENTARY HAIRCUT WITH COLOR OR HI-LITE

COMPLIMENTARY HAIRCUT WITH 100% HUMAN HAIR EXTENSIONS
WE NOW CARRY ’AVEDA’ AND ’BUMBLE AND BUMBLE’

1/2 OFF HAIRCUT WITH PERMANENT HAIR STRAIGHTENING 

LOVE YOUR HAIR

ALL SALON SERVICES, INCLUDING: Creative Hair Cutting & Styling, Highlighting & Color Techniques, Human Hair Extensions. Walk-ins welcome.

3015 Lincoln Blvd.
Two blocks north of Whole Foods

(310) 399-7100

310.742.3440

PassengersWanted.netPassengersWanted.net
310-828-3333

SENIOR
CITIZEN

DISCOUNT
Santa Monica to

LAX $30 Flat Rate
Santa Monica to

LAX $30 Flat Rate

WE ACCEPT ALL COMPETITORS’ COUPONS

Cannot be combined w/other offers or from hotels. Exp. 9/30/09

24 HOUR SERVICE

SUPPORTING SANTA MONICA • SUPPORT YOUR COMMUNITY!

AIRPORT TRANSPORTATION • CORPORATE ACCOUNTS • PREPAY ONLINE

10% OFF with this ad
any day!

5 1 3  R o s e  A v e n u e ,  Ve n i c e

3 10 . 396 .2333

HOURS: 6:30am to 3:30pm daily

Come in and try our breakfast
and lunch specials.

OSKAR GARCIA
Associated Press Writer

LAS VEGAS Two years after Las Vegas chapels
hit the wedding date jackpot with lucky sev-
ens, it’s all eyes on the nines for 9-9-09.

Wedding officials in Sin City and else-
where staged a marathon set of nuptials and
vow renewals on Wednesday during what
was anticipated to be of the busiest days of
the year — the quirky date of Sept. 9, 2009,
or 9-9-09.

The New York City Clerk’s office said 200
couples had wed by midday at its refur-
bished marriage bureau — about four times
the Wednesday average. Nine couples in
Hollywood spent 99 cents each to get mar-
ried at a 99 Cents Only store on Sunset
Boulevard.

Jessica Skrutvold of Las Vegas said she
and her husband-to-be Chad Lyons were
expecting nine guests for their 9 p.m. wed-
ding, which coincidentally celebrates her
favorite number.

“The easiest day for my poor memory to
remember was 9-9-09, and we’ve been doing
everything last-minute ever since,” said the
31-year-old who works for a local insurance
agency. “It was easy, and both of us can
remember it and never forget.”

Skrutvold called to book a chapel in
March and found the only open slots were
for 8:30 or 9 that night.

“We took the most obvious choice,” she
said.

Gambling on nines wasn’t limited to casi-
no baccarat tables in Las Vegas, where play-
ers try to beat the house by getting as close as
possible to a sum of nine using cards.

The Virginia Lottery reported that the
combinations 9-9-9, 9-9-9-9 and 9-9-0-9 all
sold out for the midday Pick 3 and Pick 4
drawings. Pick 3 combinations are capped at
8 million, Pick 4 at 6 million. The lottery
would have lost money on those games had
those numbers been drawn, but they
weren’t. Pick 3 was closest at 9-0-0; Pick 4
contained no nines.

The consecutive nines turned out to be
really lucky for Corey Aldridge and
Gwendolyn Whitmore, one of the couples
who won a 99 Cents Only Stores contest for
their five-minute ceremony.

The couple, who originally wanted to
wed last Valentine’s Day, were returning
from a trip to Texas last year when their car
collided with an 18-wheel tractor-trailer rig.

“We just got done with our medical issues
and our insurance hasn’t picked up because I
was self-employed, so our finances have been
dwindling,” Aldridge said as he waited for
Whitmore above the store’s loading dock.

There, behind a partition, his future wife
and eight other brides ranging in age from
their 20s to their 60s were putting finishing
touches on their hair and makeup.

On the Las Vegas Strip, Tony Thompson
and his new wife Lisa of New York
exchanged vows before life-sized figurines of
Justin Timberlake and Jennifer Lopez during
a short ceremony at 9:09 a.m. at the Madame

Tussauds wax museum on the Las Vegas
Strip. They were joined near a small stage by
four couples renewing vows and an officiant
— nine people total.

“It seems like the whole town is celebrat-
ing, like we walked into this big celebration,”
Tony Thompson, 53, said. “It’s like totally
out of the ordinary, everybody’s getting
married.”

Chapels were steadily booked throughout
the day from the Strip to downtown. Las
Vegas Mayor Oscar Goodman planned to
renew vows with his wife Carolyn in an
evening ceremony conducted by an Elvis
Presley impersonator at the Fremont Street
Experience.

“I’m hoping that my wife will show up,”
said Goodman, who married his wife on
June 6, 1962 — 6-6-62.

“9-9-09 is so easy that even the biggest of
dummies will be able to remember it,” he
said. “This is Las Vegas’ way of saying that we
are the wedding capital of the world.”

Another 99 couples were waiting until
9:09 p.m. for a shared ceremony in the
observation deck at the Stratosphere Tower.
Each paid $99 for their wedding package.

Spokeswoman Whitney Lloyd said
Chapel of the Flowers booked 70 ceremonies
for Wednesday, compared with 12 on Sept. 9
last year. She said three 9 a.m. slots were
booked at least a year ago — an eternity by
Las Vegas standards.

“Grooms love it, because they’ll definitely
remember their wedding day,” Lloyd said.

Employees normally off on Tuesdays and
Wednesdays in the marriage services divi-
sion of the Clark County clerk’s office were
called in to help quickly distribute licenses.

Marriage Services Supervisor Mariah
Consiglieri said 637 licenses were issued on
Tuesday, a boost from the average of 262 per
day but far from the 1,623 issued on Aug. 6,
2007, in anticipation of 7-7-07. Another 975
licenses were issued on Aug. 7 that year — a
Saturday.

Weddings have declined steadily in Las
Vegas since 2004, when roughly 128,000
couples were married. About 96,000 couples
were married in Las Vegas last year, and offi-
cials expect fewer than that for 2009.

New York City Clerk Mike McSweeney
said Wednesday was the busiest day since the
city opened a refurbished marriage bureau
with fewer lines, more room to take photo-
graphs and new wedding chapels with gauzy
curtains and walls painted in muted tones.

“People are very excited to have a cere-
mony today,” McSweeney said. “A lot of peo-
ple who are here believe it’s good luck to
have their ceremony today, for longevity.”

In Burlington, Vt., Magic Hat Brewery —
makers of an ale called No. 9 — seized on the
date for an open-air party on the city’s
Church Street Marketplace pedestrian mall.

The planned “No.9tacular” was to include
drink specials, dance show, laser light show,
karaoke and a Guitar Hero Challenge — all
leading up to a 9 p.m. toast, according to
“Nine-ologist” Krissy Leonard, a spokes-
woman for the brewer.

Weddings abound in
Vegas on quirky date
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SURF CONDITIONS WATER TEMP: 70°
SWELL FORECAST
Looks smaller, perhaps knee high most everywhere, with maybe some waist high pluses at south fac-
ing breaks.

LONG RANGE SYNOPSIS
MAY SEE A SLIGHT INCREASE IN NW GROUND SWELL, BUT IT IS A BIT TOO EARLY TO CALL THAT TODAY.

TIDE FORECAST FOR TODAY IN SANTA MONICA

SANDRA CHEREB
Associated Press Writer

CARSON CITY, Nev. The attorney for
Pittsburgh Steelers quarterback Ben
Roethlisberger on Wednesday rejected a set-
tlement offer by a Nevada woman who
claims the Super Bowl champion sexually
assaulted her at a Lake Tahoe hotel-casino.

The rejection was in response to a letter,
filed last week as part of a motion from Cal
Dunlap, the woman’s Reno attorney, that
said she would be willing to settle the civil
matter against Roethlisberger if he admits to
raping her, apologizes and gives $100,000 to
the Committee to Aid Abused Women, a
non-profit agency in Reno that helps victims
of domestic violence.

In a written statement, Roethlisberger attor-
ney David Cornwell called the woman’s offer
“bizarre” and an “insult to women who have
legitimately suffered from sexual misconduct.”

Last month, they demanded she drop the
lawsuit and write a letter of apology to the
NFL star. In return, Roethlisberger would
release both the woman and Dunlap from
any legal liability stemming from the “con-
spiracy to extort and defame” him.

Those demands have been rejected by the
woman, Dunlap said in his letter. It added
that her settlement offer was made to negate
claims by the quarterback’s attorneys that
she filed her suit to get money from him.

Dunlap said the woman is a sexual assault
victim who “was violated in every sense of
the term.”

Dunlap refused further comment when
contacted Wednesday.

Cornwell countered that the woman was
given the option for a “graceful exit.”

“We will continue to press our defenses
and claims and pursue our application for
sanctions,” he said.

In other developments, the case in
Washoe District Court has been reassigned
to another judge, the third since the case was
filed. District Judge Brent Adams will con-
sider pending motions on whether the case
should be moved to Douglas County.
Depending on that ruling, he also would
decide various other motions, including
whether the case should proceed or be dis-
missed, attorneys said.

No hearings have been scheduled.
The woman, a VIP casino hostess, filed

the civil suit against Roethlisberger in July,

claiming the Super Bowl-winning quarter-
back raped her in 2008 in a hotel penthouse
across the street from a golf course where he
was playing in a celebrity tournament.

In other documents filed late Tuesday,
Dunlap said the woman was stationed as a
concierge on the 17th floor on July 11, 2008,
when Roethlisberger returned to his room
with a young woman. About 20 minutes
later, he walked that woman to the elevator,
then stopped by the concierge desk and
chatted with staff, including his accuser.

A few minutes later, the documents said,
Roethlisberger reportedly called the woman
and asked her if she could fix his television.
The woman said the television was working
properly and that Roethlisberger then
blocked her from leaving and assaulted her.

In the same filing, Dunlap also said the
woman told her roommate and others of the
encounter soon after the alleged attack and
in the months that followed.

She did not report the incident to police,
something advocates for rape victims say is
not unusual.

Roethlisberger has denied the allegations.
Dunlap late Tuesday also countered sug-

gestions by Roethlisberger’s lawyers that the
woman is mentally ill.

“It is in fact their slanderous allegations
and total trashing of every aspect of her life,
relevant or not, that adds to her distress,” he
wrote. “But, despite this horrible barrage of
unwarranted defamation, this woman has
held her head high, has gone into the den of
the defendants and has continued to do her
job without fail under the most egregious
circumstances possible.

“This is something that a mentally ill per-
son would certainly not be able to carry off.”

The civil suit also names eight Harrah’s
officials as defendants, alleging they orches-
trated a cover-up of the incident. The suit
says she suffered depression, was hospital-
ized and forced to take leave from her job in
the year after the incident.

In previous court documents, the attor-
ney for hotel security chief Guy Hyder and
other Harrah’s defendants said the woman
kept him “informed with running e-mail
commentary about her plan to have sex with
Roethlisberger.”

“Hyder did not report it to management,
since having consensual sex with a hotel
patron, while on the job, would get her
fired,” the motion said.

NFL

Roethlisberger’s
attorney rejects
settlement offer

FOR  INQU IR I ES  ON  PPRREEMMIIUUMM  LL II SS TT IINNGGSS ,
OR AADDVVEERRTT IISS IINNGG ON THESE  PAGES, CALL  

[310] 458-7737
Visit us online at smdp.com
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Girls and Sports By Justin Borus and Andrew Feinstein

The Meaning of Lila By John Forgetta & L.A. Rose

By Jim DavisGarfield

By John Deering

By Dave Coverly

Strange Brew

Speed Bump

Just hang with pals, Sagittarius
ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
★★★★ If you find a situation confusing or dif-
ficult to resolve in the a.m., try again in the
afternoon. You could find that at that point
people can hear you more clearly. Ideas are
exchanged without "I am right" type of think-
ing. Tonight: At a favorite haunt. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
★★★★ Use the morning for any matter that is
close to your heart. You could be surprised by
what you hear, but you now know your direc-
tion. Tonight: Your treat. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)  
★★★★★ You could be sluggish this morning.
Use this time to get your ducks in a row. You'll
want to act when you sense the timing is right.
Don't allow anyone to distract you from a
prime commitment. Others clearly enjoy your
company. Tonight: Forget being alone.  

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
★★★ Get as much done as possible in the
morning, when success seems to follow you. In
the afternoon, you could learn a lot more
through the power of observation than through
asking. Tonight: Vanish ... 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
★★★★★ If you are overwhelmed, how about
letting go of one project or delegating it? Is
this one project worth the feelings you have?
Your immediate circle has suggestions as well.
They don't like seeing you when you feel this
way. Accept your limitations. Tonight: Around
people. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
★★★★ Keep reaching past your immediate
thinking. Everyone restricts his or her thinking;
why would you be any different? In order to
start seeing more options, detach first. When
one is vested, it is more difficult. Be ready for
unexpected demands from a boss or older
friend. Tonight: Could be late. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)  
★★★★★ Someone keeps interfering with your
morning, if not in reality, then in your thoughts.
You could be surprised by the impact this per-
son has on your life. Take off in the afternoon,
or escape into your mind or on the computer.
Tonight: Anything becomes possible. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
★★★★ Invest more in several people who you
enjoy working with. They might have very dif-
ferent ideas, but together you each become
stronger. You also make sense to each other.
Don't underestimate the importance of a per-
sonal issue. Tonight: Go with a suggestion. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
★★★ Plug into work, and you might be sur-
prised by what happens if you just relax and do
what you must. Others come to you wanting
feedback. On some level a person might be try-
ing to engage you in a power play. Walk away.
Tonight: Just hang with friends.  

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
★★★★ Focus your creativity, and you'll get
much more out of any interaction or issue.
Others don't understand why you succeed so
far beyond their level of expectation. You have
an unusual mix of creativity, pragmatism and
efficiency. Tonight: Squeeze in some exercise. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
★★★★ Though you are slow to start, you prob-
ably will be the first to the finish line. You have
many good ideas, which others receive with
openness. Tonight: Start acting like it is the
weekend. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)  
★★★★ Use the morning to the max. Others
appear to be more favorably disposed in the
a.m. You could wonder where a project ends
and begins. It really does seem endless. Ask
someone to give you feedback. Call it an early
day if possible. Tonight: Mosey on home.

This year, you make a difference in your immediate world, especially

professionally. You command a lot of respect because of your ideas

teamed with your efficiency, making you a sure-bet winner. You will

notice a real loosening up of feelings and attitudes on your part after October. You often take the lead in groups. If you are

single, meeting people isn't the issue, but meeting the right person could be. Opportunities come forward in 2010. If you

are attached, you'll discover the power of working on the bond and not allowing life to interfere. GEMINI respects you. 

★★★★★Dynamic   
★★★★ Positive 
★★★ Average   

★★ So-So   
★ Difficult

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS
The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:Happy birthday

Aero Theatre
1328 Montana Ave.
(323) 466-FILM

Legend of Pancho Barnes and the
Happy Bottom Riding Club (NR)
7:30

AMC Loews Broadway 4
1441 Third Street
Promenade

Funny People (R) 2hr 16min
11:35 a.m., 2:45, 6:45, 9:50 

The Hangover (R) 1hr 36min
11:15 a.m., 1:55, 4:40, 7:15, 10:05 

Taking Woodstock (R) 1hr 50min
11:00 a.m., 1:45, 4:30, 7:25, 10:15 

Harry Potter and the Half-Blood
Prince (PG) 2hrs 33min
11:30 a.m., 3:00, 6:30, 9:55

AMC 7 Santa Monica 
1310 Third St.
(310) 289-4262 

Shorts (PG) 1hr 29min
11:30am, 1:50, 4:20, 6:50 

Ponyo (Gake no ue no Ponyo) (G)
1hr 40min
11:05am, 1:30, 4:05, 7:05, 9:40

The Time Traveler’s Wife (PG-13)
1hr 48min
10:50am, 1:25, 4:10, 7:15, 10:00

Julie and Julia (PG-13) 2hrs 3min
10:45am, 1:35, 4:30, 7:30, 10:30

Halloween II (2009)  (R) 1hr
41min
12:00, 2:30, 5:20, 7:55, 9:30,
10:45

My One and Only  (PG-13) 1hr
25min
11:00am, 1:45, 4:15, 7:00, 9:45

Gamer  (R) 1hr 35min
11:50am, 2:40, 5:05, 7:45, 10:15

Laemmle’s Monica Fourplex
1332 Second St.
(310) 394-9741 

Extract (R) 1hr 30min
1:00, 3:20, 5:40, 8:00, 10:15

(500) Days of Summer (PG-13)
1hr 35min
1:50, 4:30, 7:20, 9:45 

The Hurt Locker (R) 2hr 10min
1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 9:55 

In the Loop (NR) 1hr 46min
1:40, 4:20, 7:10, 9:50

Valentino: The Last Emperor (NR)
1hr 36min
11:00 a.m.

Play the Game (PG-13) 1 hr
45min
11:00 a.m.

Irene in Time (PG-13) 1hr 34min
11:00 a.m.

Mann’s Criterion Theatre 
1313 Third St.
(310) 395-1599 

The Final Destination 3D (R) 1hr
22min
12:30, 3:00, 5:20, 7:40, 10:00 

Inglourious Basterds (R) 2hrs
32min
12:00, 1:30, 3:30, 5:00, 7:00, 8:30,
10:20 

G.I. Joe: The Rise of Cobra (PG-
13) 1hr 58min
12:40, 3:40, 6:40, 9:50

District 9 (R) 1hr 53min
11:30am, 2:10, 4:50, 7:30, 10:10 

All About Steve  (PG-13) 1hr 39min
11:40am, 2:00, 4:40, 7:10, 9:40

For more information, e-mail news@smdp.com

MOVIE TIMES
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1419John the Fearless,
Duke of Burgundy is

assassinated by adherents of the
Dauphin, the future Charles VII of
France.

1608John Smith is elected
council president of

Jamestown, Virginia.

1776A m e r i c a n
Revolutionary War:

Nathan Hale volunteers to spy for
the Continental Army.

1798At the Battle of St.
George's Caye, British

Honduras defeats Spain.

1813The United States
defeats the British

Fleet at the Battle of Lake Erie
during the War of 1812.

1823Simón Bolívar is
named President of

Peru.

TODAY IN HISTORY

■ (1) Cussing Is Good for You: A
study by psychology researchers
at Britain's Keele University in
July showed that people who
swear in response to a danger are
better able to endure pain than
those who use milder language.
(2) Urinate in the Shower to Save
the Forests: The Brazilian environ-
mental group SOS Mata Atlantica
this summer began encouraging
people to urinate in the shower to
save the Atlantic Rainforest (one
avoided flush per day saving 1,100
gallons of water a year). 
■ Theresa Winters, 36, who lives
in Luton, England, with her unem-
ployed boyfriend, Toney Housden,
is pregnant (and chain-smoking)
with her 14th child (his 12th) and
remains totally dependent on pub-
lic assistance, which officials esti-
mate has totaled "millions" of
pounds. Social workers recently
removed the kids still living with
her (five were born with disabili-
ties), and Winters defiantly told
The Sun in July that, if they also
take away her 14th in November,
she and Housden will just keep
making more until she gets one to
keep. Housden said he would
"love" to go to work, but only for
"the right reasons" (specifically,
not, he said, to earn money for
family counseling because that is
the government's responsibility). 

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
B Y C H U C K S H E P A R D

mmaallaapprrooppiissmm  \\mmaall--uuhh--PPRROOPP--iizz--
uuhhmm\\  ,,  nnoouunn:: 1. An act or habit
of misusing words ridiculously,
esp. by the confusion of words
that are similar in sound.
2.An example of such misuse.

WORD UP!

Sudoku
Fill in the blank cells using numbers 1 to 9. Each number can
appear only once in each row, column, and 3x3 block. Use logic
and process of elimination to solve the puzzle. The difficulty
level ranges from ★ (easiest) to ★★★★★ (hardest).

GETTING STARTED
There are many strategies to solving Sudoku. One way to begin is to
examine each 3x3 grid and figure out which numbers are missing. Then,
based on the other numbers in the row and column of each blank cell,
find which of the missing numbers will work. Eliminating numbers will
eventually lead you to the answer.

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S PUZZLE

King Features Syndicate

MYSTERY PHOTO Maya Sugarman  news@smdp.com
The first person who can correctly identify where this image was captured wins a prize from the
Santa Monica Daily Press. Send answers to editor@smdp.com.

4  10  18  28  50
Meganumber: 35
Jackpot: $18M

2  5  17  25  33
Meganumber: 18
Jackpot: $23M

3  15  19  23  24

MIDDAY: 8 9 6
EVENING: 7 3 2

1st: 10 Solid Gold
2nd: 02 Lucky Star
3rd: 09 Winning Spirit
RACE TIME: 1.48.07

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the winning number
information, mistakes can occur. In the event of any discrepancies, California
State laws and California Lottery regulations will prevail. Complete game
information and prize claiming instructions are available at California Lottery
retailers. Visit the California State Lottery web site at http://www.calottery.com

DAILY LOTTERY

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

Happy Hour 
4-8pm everyday

(EXCLUDING HOLIDAYS AND MAJOR SPORTING EVENTS)

$3 DRAFTS
$4 WELL DRINKS
$5 HOUSE WINES

THE PARLOR IS ADDING AN EXTRA BONUS TO THEIR HAPPY HOUR
TO SAVE YOU SOME CASH DURING THESE HARD ECONOMIC TIMES.

CHECKK THEE DOW!... A REASON TO GO TO Thee Parlor FOR HAPPY HOUR!

$2
$3
$4

The Parlor will
DROP their Happy

Hour drink prices 

an EXTRAA DOLLAR

if the Dow Jones

Industrial Average

closes in the red.

www.theparlorsm.com

DON'T FROWN IF THE

MARKET'S DOWN!
DON'T FROWN IF THE

MARKET'S DOWN!

310.395.4139
SANTA MONICA, CA
1 5 1 9  W I L S H I R E B LV D .
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HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY  9:00am - 5:00pm     LOCATION 410 Broadway, Suite B, Santa Monica, CA 90401

Classifieds
$550 per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.
Call us today start and promoting your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 40,000.

YOUR AD COULD RUN TOMORROW!*

(310) 458-7737
Some restrictions may apply. 

*Please call our Classified Sales Manager to reserve your ad space. Specific ad placement not gauranteed on classified ads. Ad must meet deadline requirements. See complete conditions below.

All classified liner ads are placed on our website for FREE! Check out www.smdp.com for more info.

CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale

Furniture
Pets
Boats
Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos
Rent
Houses for Rent
Roomates
Commerical Lease

Real Estate
Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services

Computer Services
Attorney Services
Business Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness

Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Psychic
Obituaries
Tutoring

Prepay your ad today!

Miscellaneous
**ALL Satellite Systems are not the 
same.  HDTV programming under $10 
per month and FREE HD and DVR sys-
tems for new callers.
CALL NOW 1-800-799-4935

AIRLINE MECHANIC – Train for high 
paying Aviation Career. FAA approved 
program.  Financial aid if qualified – 
Job placement assistance.  CALL Avia-
tion Institute of Maintenance
(888) 349-5387

AIRLINES ARE HIRING – Train for high
paying Aviation Maintenance Career. 
FAA approved program. 
Financial aid if qualified – Housing 
available.
CALL Aviation Institute of Maintenance

(888) 349-5387

Brand New Laptops & Desktops
Bad Credit, No Credit – No Problem
Small Weekly Payments – Order
& get FREE Nintendo WII system!
1-800-804-5010

DIRECTV FREE 5 Months!
Includes ALL 265+ Digital Channels+
Movies with NFL Sunday Ticket!
Ask How Today! FREE DVR/HD Receiver! 
Packages from $29.99
DirectStarTV  1-800-279-5698

EARN COLLEGE DEGREE ONLINE *Medi-
cal, *Business, *Paralegal, *Account-
ing, *Criminal Justice.  Job placement 
assistance.  Computer available.  Fi-
nancial Aid if qualified.  
Call 800-509-3308 
www.CenturaOnline.com

Earn up to $30 per hour.  Experience not 
Required.  Undercover shoppers needed 
to judge retail and dining establish-
ments.
Call 800-742-6941

FREE DIRECTV 5 Months!
Includes ALL 265+ Digital Channels + 
Movies with NFL Sunday Ticket! Ask 
How Today!  
FREE DVR/HD Receiver!
Packages from $29.99 

DirectStarTV 1-800-620-0058

OLD GUITARS WANTED!
Fender, Gibson, Gretsch, Martin, D’An-
gelico, Stromberg, Rickenbacker, and 
Mosrite.
Gibson Mandolins/Banjos. 1930’s thru 
1970’s
TOP CASH PAID! These brands only 
please.
1-800-401-0440

Reach over 30 million homes with one
buy. Advertise in NANI for only $2,795
per week! For information, visit
www.naninetwork.com. 

Receive $1000 in Groceries!  Real relief 
program helping people just like you! 
Pay only $4.90 for your grocery voucher. 
Use on your favorite brands!  Consumer 
Advocate Response introductory price. 
1-800-430-9507

Employment
ART

ANIMATOR positions available in Santa 
Monica, CA. Mail resume with Job# 
WY-1105 to: Sony Computer Entertain-
ment America, Attn: K. Brady, 919 E. 
Hillsdale Blvd., 2nd Floor, Foster City, 
CA 94404.

Earn up to $30 per hour. Experience not
Required. Undercover shoppers needed
to judge retail and dining establish-
ments
Call 800-720-3708

MUSIC BOOKING agency sales. p/t flex. 
(310)998-8305 xt 88

Employment
WLA CAFE Full-time, Part-time, 
Cashier. With  deli/grill experience. 
Must speak English. Must have valid 
drivers license Please call 
(310) 985-0080

Help Wanted
$$$ 21 People Wanted $$$
Earn $1,200 - $4,400 Weekly Working 
From
Home Assembling Information Packets.
No Experience Necessary! Start Immedi-
ately!
FREE Information. Call 24hrs.
1-888-298-2090

$$$ START NOW $$$
Earn Extra Income. Assembling CD 
Cases from home! No Experience Neces-
sary. Call our Live
Operators for more information! 
1-800-405-7619 Ext 2181

www.easywork-greatpay.com

$$$WORK FROM HOME$$$
Earn Up To $3,800 Weekly Working from 
Home assembling Information packets. 
No Experience Necessary! Start Immedi-
ately! FREE Information. CALL 24hrs. 
1-888-202-1012

** AWESOME CAREER**
Government Postal Jobs!
$17.80 to $59.00 hour Entry Level.
No Experience Required / NOW HIRING!
Green Card O.K.
Call 1-800-983-4384 ext. 54

ASSEMBLE MAGNETS & CRAFTS FROM 
HOME! Year-round Work! Excellent Pay! 
No Experience! Top US Company! Glue 
Gun, Painting, Jewelry & More! 
TOLL FREE 1-866-844-5091, code 5
**Not available MD**

Earn up to $500 weekly assembling our
angel pins in the comfort of your home.
No experience required. 

Call 813-699-4038 or 813-425-4361 or 
visit  www.angelpin.net

Government Jobs - $12-$48/hr
Paid Training, full benefits.  Call for in-
formation on current hiring positions in 
Homeland Security, Wildlife, Clerical 
and professional.  1-800-320-9353 x 
2100

Business Opps
2 PRODUCT Business NEW
Energy Shot & Omega Oil Smoothie
Just Launched www.yafari.com
Great Money – start for < $100!
Call for FREE Sample 1-877-621-7077

GUARANTEED LIFETIME INCOME
Working from home.  Offered by a 17 
year old company.  Sky’s the limit.  Free 
training with a proven success system. 
1-800-310-8482
makemoney@earnware.net

For Sale
COMMERCIAL CONTINENTAL freezer, 
roll-in.2 doors with lock, used only for a 
few months. Call 310-394-3869

DISH Network.  $19.99/mo, Why Pay 
More For TV?  100+ Channels.  FREE 
4-Room Install.  FREE HD-DVR.  Plus 
$600 Sign-up BONUS.  Call Now! 
1-888-430-9664

MEMORY FOAM THERAPEUTIC 
NASA VISCO MATTRESSES
WHOLESALE! T-$299 F-$349 Q-$399
K-$499 ADJUSTABLES - $799
FREE DELIVERY 25 YEAR WARRANTY 90 
NIGHT TRIAL 1-800-ATSLEEP
1-800-287-5337  
WWW.MATTRESSDR.COM

For Sale
STOP Paying Too Much for TV!
Get Dish w/FREE install plans,
FREE HBO & Showtime & FREE DVR
Upgrade Call FREE for full details!
877-479-3573

Charity
GIVE OF YOURSELF

American Cancer Society Discovery Shop
needs vounteers- 4 hours per week

Call Terry or Shaunnah
310 458-4490

Auto Donations
DONATE YOUR CAR – HELP IDSABLED 
CHILDREN WITH CAMP AND EDUCATION.  
Quickest Towing.  Non-Runners/Title 
Problems OK.  Free Vacation/Cruise 
Voucher.  Special Kids Fund 
1-866-448-3865

DONATE YOUR CAR…To The Cancer 
Fund of America.  Help Those Suffering 
With Cancer Today.  Free Towing and 
Tax Deductible.  1-800-835-9372
www.cfoa.org

Computers
Brand New Laptops & Desktops
Bad Credit, No Credit – No Problem
Small Weekly Payments – Order 
& get FREE Nintendo WII system!
1-800-804-7273

Wanted 1986 & Newer Used Motorcycles 
& select watercraft, ATV & snowmo-
biles.  FREE PICK-UP!  No hassle cash 
price.  
1 - 8 0 0 - 9 6 3 - 9 2 1 6
www.SellUsYourBike.com Mon-Fri 
9am-7pm

Instruction
HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA! 
Fast Affordable & Accredited. FREE Bro-
chure.  Call Now!
1-800-532-6546 x412
www.continentalacademy.com

Wanted
Wanted 1986 & Newer Used Motorcycles 
& select watercraft, ATV & snowmo-
biles.  FREE PICK-UP!  No hassle cash 
price.  
1 - 8 0 0 - 9 6 3 - 9 2 1 6
www.SellUsYourBike.com Mon-Fri 
9am-7pm

WANTED DIABETES TEST STRIPS
Any Kind/Any brand Unexpired.
Pay up to $16.00 per box.
Shipping Paid. Call 

1-713-395-1106 or 1-713-343-3050 
ext. 1.
www.cash4diabetestestrips.com

WANTED TO PURCHASE, FINE ART and 
Antiques (310) 593-1353

Resorts/Timeshares
DISCOUNT TIMESHARES   
SAVE 60%-80% OFF RETAIL!! 
Worldwide Locations! 
Call for Free InfoPack.
1-800-639-5319
www.holidaygroup.com/flier

SELL/RENT YOUR TIMESHARE NOW!!!
Maintenance fees too high? Need Cash?
Sell your unused timeshare today. 
No Commissions or Broker Fees. 
Free Consultation 
www.sellatimeshare.com 
1-877-494-8246

For Rent

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
(310)869-7901

1120 6th St #5 2+1
Pergo floors, 2 parking spaces

$2095

1011 Pico Blvd. #8 2+2, Loft, 3 levels 
modern building, available after 9/1

$2695

Please visit our website for 
complete listings and information on 

vacancies in Santa Monica
and the Westside

www.howardmanagement.com
rentals@howardmanagement.com

MAR VISTA near Marina. $1050/mo 
1bd+den 1ba, carpet, blinds, stove, re-
frigerator, laundry, parking, no pets. 
310-456-5659.

MARVISTA-LA $1995.00 2bdrms, 2 
baths, no pets, balcony, stove, refrig, 
dshwshr, washr/dryr, loft, parking 4077 
Inglewood Blvd #7 To view this apart-
ment, Please call for appt: 
(310)780-3354

Santa Monica $1195.00 1 Bdrms, 1Bath  
NO pets, gas, paid stove, refrigerator, 
parking 2535 Kansas Ave., #210 Open 
daily 8am-8pm. Additional info in unit. . 

SANTA MONICA $1225.00 1 bdrm, 1 
bath, no pets, stove, refrig, patio, park-
ing 2533 Kansas Ave., #109 Open daily 
for viewing 8am to 7pm. Additional info 
in apt Mgr: apt #101

WLA $1750/MO. Large bright 2 bdrm 
upper, on Barrington near National. Very 
spacious. Large closets, crown mold-
ings, stove/refrigerator. Closed garage.  
Well maintained, charming, older build-
ing. FREE MONTH WITH ONE YEAR 
LEASE (310)828-4481 or 
(310)993-0414 after 6pm.

WLA OCEAN VIEW, large 1 bedroom on 
private driveway, Hilltop, large sundeck 
2 parking, newly redecor, $1395 
(310)390-4610

Houses For Rent
2547 S. WESTGATE 2+1 HOUSE in West 
LA, garage, hdwd floors, nice landscap-
ing, fenced yard, DWP & gardener in-
cluded. $2600/mo. Call Martha 
(818) 366-5997.

HOUSE FOR rent in Hacienda Heights. 
4bd/1 3/4 bath, 1900 sqft, air condi-
tioning, fireplace, fenced yard. 
$2295/mo (626) 388-7630

Commercial Lease
OFFICE FOR RENT, Brentwood Village. 
Barrington and Sunset. 11608 Chayote 
St. Approx 225 sqft. Ray Taylor 
(310)476-6493.

Real Estate
Home Refinance Rates are at HISTORIC 
Lows!  Topdot Mortgage is offering LOW 
FHA 30 year fixed rates starting as low 
as 5%.  Call (800) 823-2962 Today!

Autos Wanted
AAAA ** DONATION
Donate your Car Boat or Real Estate.
IRS Tax Deductible. Free Pick-up/Tow.
Any Model/Condition. Help Under 
Privileged Children. Outreach Center.
1-800-928-7566

Bookkeeping Services

QUICKBOOKS/PEACHTREE
BOOKKEEPING service, personal or 
businesses. Online version available.  
Call 310 977-7935

Services

Handyman

The Handy Hatts
Painting and Decorating Co.

SINCE 1967
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

SPECIALISTS IN ALL 
DAMAGE REPAIR

“EXPERT IN GREEN CONCEPTS”

Free estimates, great referrals

Call Brian @
(310) 927-5120
(310) 915-7907

LIC# 888736
“HOME SWEET HOME”

FULL SERVICE HANDYMAN
FROM A TO Z

Moving

Therapy

Life is short —
Why make it shorter

STILLL 
SMOKING?

Dr. John McGrail, Ph.D, C.Ht.

(310)) 235-2883
www.hypnotherapylosangeles.com

Legal Services

Considering Filing
for Bankruptcy?

“Your Local Santa Monica Attorney”

• Free phone consultation
• Speak to your local 
Santa Monica Attorney

• Get the facts now

A PROFESSIONAL LEGAL CORPORATION

2001 Wilshire Blvd
Santa Monica CA 310 453 8320

www.lawgross.com

Business Services
SAVE YOUR HOME
Facing Foreclosure?  Don’t Qualify for 
Refinancing?  DIY Loan Modification 
Puts You In Control.  Only $59.95 Free 
Information www.bouvymortgagesolu-
tions.com
Toll Free 1 (866) 655-8230

Health/Beauty
ONLINE PHARMACY
Buy Soma Ultram Fioricet Prozac Bus-
par,
$71.99/90 QTY or $107/180 Qty
PRICE INCLUDES PRESCRIPTION!
We will match any competitor’s price!
1-888-507-3415 or www.trirx.org

SAVE BIG MONEY IMMEDIATELY!
On Doctors, Dentists, Prescriptions, 
Hospital Charges and other essential 
services.  From $14.95 per month.  Ex-
isting conditions accepted. 
1-800-316-0702
savemoney@earnware.net

Medical
New Feather-Weight Motorized Wheel-
chairs AT NO COST TO YOU IF ELIGI-
BLE!! WE COME TO YOU!  ENK MOBILE 
MEDICAL 1-800-693-8896

Massage

5’2” HOURGLASS Figure offers 
full-body sensual massage. Very dis-
creet. Outcall $pecial rate, M/W/F 
10a.m.-1p.m. Have table 
Crystal (310) 339-6709.

Personals
CHRISTIAN DATING & FRIENDSHIP SERV-
ICE
20 Years of Successful Introductions 
with over 100,000 members & countless 
relationships!  Singles over 40, call for 
a FREE package!  1-877-437-6944 (toll 
free)

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737
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