
Hurricane survivors
find footing in SM
By Daily Press staff

Several individuals from
New Orleans and the surround-
ing Hurricane Katrina disaster
area have arrived in Santa
Monica and sought the help of
the local chapter of the Ameri-
can Red Cross.

All of them have traveled to
Santa Monica on their own and
have not been sent by any gov-
ernmental agency, officials
said. Victims are entitled to aid
through numerous other feder-
al, state and local government
programs, including unemploy-
ment compensation as well as
the American Red Cross.

The Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA)
has just begun issuing $2,000
debit cards to hurricane vic-
tims. The cards can be used for
travel, housing, food, clothing
and other necessities. 

Victims who have checked
in with the Santa Monica chap-
ter already have made their
own short-term housing
arrangements and the chapter
did place one family in a hotel.

LOCAL

Adam Tyson, 18, Jason Krueger, 20,
and two pals were hospitalized in
Clermont, Fla., in July with severe bee
stings after imprudently deciding to
vandalize a beehive colony in an
orange grove; their truck got stuck in
the sand just after they had set 50,000
bees swarming. And in July in Sparta,
Wis., Darkalena Large, 43, insisted
that she and her car were fine, but
police arrested her anyway on suspi-
cion of drunk driving after finding her
in the car, which was stuck on a curb
with one tire missing and the wheel’s
rim badly mangled (and recently on
fire, according to a witness). Also, a
nearby resident brought over part of
the rim, which had been broken off
and propelled into the air and through
his second-floor window.

Today is Thursday, Sept. 8, 
the 251st day of 2005. 

There are 114 days left in the year.

On Sept. 8, 1930, the comic strip
“Blondie,” created by Chic Young, was
first published. Also on this day,
Scotch cellophane tape made its debut
as a sample of the tape, invented by
Richard Drew of 3M, was shipped to a
Chicago firm which specialized in
wrapping bakery goods in cellophane.
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For whom the bell tolls

Fabian Lewkowicz/Daily Press
Santa Monica High School students head back to school on Wednesday morning to begin the 2005-06 academic year.

BY RYAN HYATT
Daily Press Staff Writer

OCEAN PARK — Roughly half
of Santa Monica’s luxury hotel
workers have become unionized,
now that a majority of the staff at
the Sheraton Delfina have given
their thumbs-up.

Nearly 100 employees of the
Sheraton Delfina have joined the
Hotel Employees and Restaurant
Employees Local 11 (HERE)
since an Aug. 26 vote in which 58
employees voted in favor of union-
ization and 32 voted against it.

While half of the hotel employ-
ees targeted by HERE will now be
represented by a union contract,
only three of the 10 city hotels the
union has in its crosshairs — those
it considers high-end — have
become unionized. Still, workers
from the Sheraton, Viceroy and
Fairmont Miramar comprise about
half the 10 hotels’ collective staff.

HERE representatives said the
collective bargaining process, set
to begin next week, will improve
the employees’ experience at the
hotel with better pay, hours and
health care. 

However, some who aren’t rel-
ishing the victory. The decision
comes in light of a nearly two-
year legal battle between HERE,
the National Labor Relations
Board (NLRB) and an anti-union
watchdog group called the
National Right to Work Legal
Defense Foundation (NRTW),
based in Virginia.

Kurt Petersen, HERE’s director
responsible for the local unioniz-
ing effort, said the approval means
that both full- and part-time
employees will have access to a
decent family health care plan,
accrue vacation time and a pen-
sion. Employees also will have

Steel resolve

Fabian Lewkowicz/Daily Press
Sheet-metal worker Jeff Morgan takes measurements before applying gal-
vanized steel to the trim of the new Bubba Gump Shrimp restaurant, sched-
uled to open this fall on the Santa Monica Pier. See RED CROSS, page 5 See UNIONS, page 4

Sheraton
Delfina
is finally
HERE 

BY RYAN HYATT
Daily Press Staff Writer

DOWNTOWN LA — A complaint
filed against the Santa Monica
Airport that’s been in litigation for
nearly six years has been thrown
out of court, paving the runway
for the best and safest facility pos-

sible, officials say. 
The Second Appellate District

of the California Court of Appeals
on Aug. 24 rejected a lawsuit filed
in November of 1999 against City
Hall by the Santa Monica Airport
Association (SMAA), alleging a

Lawsuit against airport
won’t be landing in court

See SM AIRPORT, page 5



ARIES (March 21-April 19)
★★★★★ You have a lot going on with an

association or partnership. The issues you are
dealing with could concern money or emotions. A
friend might give you advice, but he or she is not
seeing the situation clearly. Tonight: Quality time
with that special person.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
★★★★ You could easily be distracted by

those around you right now. A boss only adds to
the present confusion. Let others call the shots,
as what you say and do might be irrelevant for
now. Let others reveal their ideas. Tonight: Just
don’t be alone.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★ You might need to get down to the

hard facts. What you do does make a big differ-
ence at work. Focus on the here and now, and
get a project done. If you daydream, you could
make a mistake. Tonight: Do something utterly
relaxing.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
★★★★★ Your imagination and resulting

ideas make sense to you, but might not to an
associate or partner. Don’t worry; you just need
to frame your ideas differently to get your point
across. Use care with funds. Tonight: Get into
weekend mode.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
★★ You might be disappointed when

someone forgets something essential and basic.
Don’t go into a cocoon. Rather, start talking out a
problem and allow yourself to open up as well.
You might need more security. Tonight: Be a
couch potato.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
★★★★★ You say the right words to

make others happy. However, you are easily dis-
tracted. If you feel bored, you need work that is
more fulfilling. You want to make a difference.
Start talking about possibilities. Tonight: Go
cruising to a favorite spot or two.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
★★★ Worry less about a child or loved

one. You sense that this person is pulling the wool
over your eyes, and you are right. But you cannot
confront this situation just yet. Deal with your
finances in a steady, conservative manner.
Tonight: Recognize how much play money you
have.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
★★★★★ You are king or queen for the

day. You might be a bit confused about a proper-
ty investment, a domestic matter or a relative.
Worry less. Focus on where you can make a dif-
ference. A meeting is important. Tonight: What
makes you happy.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
★★ You might need some downtime. If

you can, take a personal day. Otherwise, steer
away from crowds. You also might misread
someone’s comment. Focus on work. Check in
with a parent. Tonight: Be unavailable.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
★★★★ Emphasize what you want. You

might need to make some calls and do research.
Friends prove to be most supportive. You have
what it takes. The only area you could slip up in
is financial. Tonight: Enjoy your friends.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
★★★ You might not be sure which way to

go. Even when others give you a strong sense of
direction, you get confused. Delegate or ask for
help, knowing that you aren’t 100 percent pre-
sent. Relax with a partner or associate. Tonight:
Get home as soon as possible.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
★★★★ Do not follow your instincts right

now. Go for facts and information, and find
experts. Ask a question rather than make an
assumption. Detach and take the high road. Don’t
listen to gossip. Tonight: Let your mind relax.
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We accept all competitors' coupons!

For Fast Pickup Call:

(310) 828-3333

$500OFF
to LAX

To get free rides for seniors, go to www.passengerswanted.net

They think they are #1.
We think you are!

info@passengerswanted.net

Sunset Grill
A  C O N T I N E N T A L  C A F E

F O O D  T O  G O  •  D E L I V E R Y  •  D I N E  I N

B R E A K F A S T  ■ L U N C H  ■ D I N N E R

Open from 7:30am - 9pm ■ Closed Sundays & Holidays
1701 Ocean Park Blvd. in Santa Monica  ■ 310-450-7546

A Great Spot for Lunch
Y O U R  N E I G H B O R H O O D  C A F E  F O R  1 5  Y E A R S

“THE SUNSET GRILL EVOKES MEMORIES OF CHARMING
PARISIAN CAFES” — ENTERTAINMENT TODAY

Come try our salmon burgers, fresh roasted
turkey, curried chicken salad, rice pudding,

home made vegitarian lasagna.

01591599
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SURF CENTER santa monica

bCore Surf/Lifestyle Shop bbCore Surf/Lifestyle Shop b
1451 THIRD STREET PROMENADE
IN SANTA MONICA • 310.656.CURL

SURF REPORT

LOW TIDES HIGH TIDES
Morning Height Evening Height Morning Height Evening Height

Today the
water Is:

67°

The State Senate approved legislation last
week that would legalize same-sex marriages in
California, the most populous state in the coun-
try. The 21-15 vote made the Senate the first leg-
islative chamber in the nation to approve a gay
marriage bill, setting the stage for a showdown in
the Assembly, which narrowly rejected a similar
bill in June.

So this week, Q-Line wants to know: Do you
support the state’s official sanctioning of gay
marriages, or do you feel our elected leaders
are off track? Why?

Call (310) 285-8106 before Friday at 5 p.m.
and we’ll print your responses in the weekend
edition. Try to limit comments to a minute or less.

Southerly periods are averaging 14 seconds from 210 degrees,
NW periods are averaging 8-seconds from 290 degrees. 
In SoCal, south-facing are seeing waist- to chest-high + sets with
some pluses coming through at times at standouts. West-facing
breaks are running waist-high. 
Today is when our next SW swell is due from recent activity near
the ice cap. This should keep south-facing breaks in chest-high
surf. Models favor a touch more wind swell about waist-high. 

Write us at alex@smdp.com
and tell us what the surf is doing today at your local break.

The Surf Report is sponsored by:

Sponsored by...

MONDAY 4:45 0.5 4:53 1.3 11:00 4.5 10:52 5.0
TUESDAY 5:05 0.9 5:32 1.3 11:22 5.0 11:28 4.5
WEDNESDAY 5:25 1.3 6:18 1.3 11:46 4.3 N/A N/A
THURSDAY 5:43 1.8 7:15 1.3 12:12 4.0 12:14 5.2
FRIDAY 6:02 1.7 7:40 0.9 12:40 3.2 12:09 4.6

The GalleyEST. 1934
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Rediscover The Galley’s genuine
service while experiencing our new

weekend brunch served on our
beautiful outdoor patio.

Serving Brunch from 11AM-4PM
Full Bar-Best Bloody Mary’s in Santa Monica

(310) 452-1934
2442 Main Street • Santa Monica

Since 1967
Quality  &  Value  Always!

310-399-7892
2732 Main St.

Santa Monica

Open 6am - 2:30pm Mon. - Fri.
6am - 4pm Sat. - Sun.

On Tuesday, Sept
13TH, All proceeds
from pancake sales

will be donated to Red
Cross for Katrina relief

TAXES
ALL FORMS • ALL TYPES • ALL STATES

AUDITS • BACK TAXES • BOOKKEEPING • SMALL BUSINESS

SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA
(310) 395-9922

100 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1800
Santa Monica 90401

Take a bite out of Santa Monica
By Daily Press staff

Santa Monica Acura will host the fourth annual “Taste of Santa Monica” event
on Sept. 18, 2005 from 12 noon to 4 p.m. at the Santa Monica pier.

The food festival will showcase 40 local restaurants and features chef demon-
strations and live music. 

Admission is $35 for adults and $10 for children between ages 4 and 10.
Though the ticket fee covers food, there will be an additional charge for soda,

water and alcoholic beverages. 
New this year is a wine garden, sponsored by Young’s Market, which will fea-

ture 15 different wineries.
Wine garden tickets are an additional $15.
Tickets are available at www.tasteofsantamonica.com or (310) 393-9825 ext. 10.
Some local restaurants that will participate in the day’s events include Bravo

Pizzeria, El Cholo Mexican Restaurant, Ocean Avenue Seafood and Yu Restaurant
& Lounge.

An artful stab at treating mental illness
By Daily Press staff

Step Up On Second is celebrating 21 years of pro-
viding assistance to individuals suffering from mental
illness with the charity fund raising event “Art Heals --
Home is Where the Art Is,” a group display of client art-
work. The event will be held at LA Farm restaurant in
Santa Monica, 3000 Olympic Blvd., on Sept. 22, 6:30
p.m. to 9 p.m. The evening also will celebrate the recent
acquisition of a new property that will add additional
facilities and housing for Step Up On Second members.  

National Public Radio commentator BeBe Moore
Campbell, a mental health advocate and the author of
seven novels, will sign her second book about mental
illness, “72 Hour Hold,” at the event.  

“The Art Show will highlight some of the gifted tal-
ents of our participants, all of whom are living with a
diagnosed mental illness,” said Tod Lipka, CEO of Step
Up On Second. More than 60 pieces of art will be on
display, created by members through the “Art Heals”
program at the Second Street facility. Several of the
artists will be at the reception, and there is a prosecco
bar, sponsored by Martini and Rossi, gourmet cuisine
from LA Farm and live Jazz.  

Step Up on Second is a nonprofit corporation that assists individuals with severe
and persistent mental illness reintegrate into the community. The agency provides
long-term support to people in recovery and their families, offering educational,
social and work programs, quality housing, shower and laundry facilities, and a
daily meal program.  

“This past year we worked with over 1,200 individuals and prepared nearly 40,000
meals for members,” Lipka said. “We have housing for only 34, so most of our mem-
bers live off site or are homeless. Because of the lack of affordable housing for the
mentally ill we are building a 46-unit apartment complex just blocks from our Second
Street location to provide additional housing opportunities for our participants.”

Tickets are $100. For further information on “Art Heals” call Kimm Baersch at
(310) 394-6889, ext. 46, or kimm@stepuponsecond.org.

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Photo Courtesy
Mental health advocate
and National Public Radio
commentator Bebe Moore
Campbell will sign ‘72 Hour
Hold,’ her second book on
mental illness, at an
upcoming event. 

INTERESTED IN YOUR DAILY FORECAST?

CHECK OUT THE HOROSCOPES ON PAGE 2!
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greater job security, an opportunity to
address grievances and the option to
negotiate a reduced workload, Petersen
said.

“This is a great thing for hotel workers
in Santa Monica,” Petersen said. “This will
lift the standard here at the Sheraton and for
other workers in the community.”

It’s also a long time in coming, accord-
ing to Petersen. In December of 2003, the
Sheraton management and its workers
held a check-card process, when it was
agreed union officials would have a peri-
od of time to gather support from a major-
ity of workers. The result was that a
majority of workers agreed to unionize.

But shortly after, seven workers from
the Sheraton filed a complaint with the
NLRB, alleging hotel employees were
coerced into unionizing and that a major-
ity actually didn’t want to be organized.

Opponents of the check-card process
say it’s unfair to workers, who can be
approached by organizers and lobbied on
an individual basis. They claim pacts are
formed and often include unlawful pre-
arrangements over employment terms and
conditions, including health care, wages
or union dues.

Some Sheraton employees have said
they felt harassed into signing union
authorization cards and they were turned
off by aggressive organizing tactics,
adding the promises of better wages and
reduced workloads didn’t hold. Plus, they
said they didn’t want to pay the $37
monthly dues. Some told stories of rela-
tives who had bad experiences with
unions.

The disgruntled signees then penned a
petition stating they no longer wanted
union representation. But, apparently,
their votes counted toward unionizing
anyway, resulting in a majority even
though only a minority of employees
agreed to a union, according to their com-
plaint filed with the NLRB.

However, the NLRB’s Los Angeles
regional office in February of 2004 sided
with HERE by ruling that the union had a
majority and employees weren’t coerced.
That’s when the Virginia-based defense
foundation stepped in and began repre-
senting the seven workers in the case.

In September of 2004, the Washington,
D.C. office of the NLRB reversed the LA
office and agreed with the defense foun-
dation that a majority of the Sheraton’s
hotel workers hadn’t backed unionization. 

Months later, the NLRB issued a for-
mal complaint stating HERE “has been
restraining and coercing employees” by
representing them for the last 18-plus
months without consent from the majori-
ty. The Sheraton was found to be unlaw-
fully assisting and supporting the union,
according to the complaint.

Union officials were preparing to fight
the charges at an April 4, 2005 trial, but
the case was settled just days before it was
scheduled to be heard.

Petersen said the NLRB’s Washington
D.C. office ruling was political, spurred
by big business interests who want to dec-
imate unions throughout the country.
Earlier this year, he told the Daily Press
that the union didn’t want to drag the
workers through more years of bureaucra-
cy and it did have a majority at the hotel,
adding that the motivation to settle was
that HERE wanted to move forward with
new organizing efforts.

Although HERE agreed, as part of the
settlement, to withdraw its efforts at the
Sheraton, union organizers have been
working with employees over the past
few months. Workers agreed to take a for-
mal vote to unionize on Aug. 26, during
which the majority prevailed.

The workers who agreed to unionize
did so because of the benefits associated
with it — like increased salaries and
reduced workload. The labor agreement
called for average wage increases of 20
percent, free health benefits for full- and
part-time employees, a pension plan,
reduced workloads and paid lunch breaks,
among other benefits and protections for
Sheraton workers, labor organizers have
said.

The Sheraton is Santa Monica’s third
largest hotel to be unionized, following
the Viceroy and Fairmont Miramar.
Organizers have pledged to unionize all
of Santa Monica’s major luxury hotels,
including Loews, the Doubletree Guest
Suites, Le Merigot, Casa Del Mar,
Shutters on the Beach, the Radisson
Huntley Hotel and the Holiday Inn Santa
Monica Pier.

Justin Hakes, communications director
for the defense foundation, said the vote
to go union still has its critics, who will
continue to keep an eye on the process.

“With union officials’ history of tram-
pling employees’ freedom from compul-
sory unionism, we will be closely moni-
toring the situation to ensure that future
abuses of employees rights do not occur,”
he said.
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$1 off the meter
$10 Minimum charge

$3 off the meter
$17 Minimum charge

$4 off the meter
$22 Minimum charge

20% senior citizens discount

Valid with coupon only
Not valid from hotels
Must mention coupon
When you order the taxi
Not to be combined with other offers

Taxi! Taxi!
We are proud to be the only Taxi Co. in the

USA featuring the Mercedes Benz S. Class!

Arrive in Style!

828-2233
Expires 08/31/2005

“When I’m not directing commercials, 
I’m reading the Daily Press.”

Art Haynie, Director and local surfer

www.smdp.com
Santa Monica Daily Press

(310) 452-6800

Offer valid while supplies last

DUOS ON SALE NOW: Paul Mitchell, Nioxin, Bain de Terre, Bed
Head by TIGI, Catwalk by TIGI, Caviar by ALTERNA Limited Time,

Sebastian, Rusk

HERE union targets
city’s high-end hotels
UNIONS, from page 1
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Santa MonicaSanta Monica TOBACCO
“THE LUXURY TOBACCO SHOP”

1434 Fourth St. 
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$9.99 $38.79
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Kodiak

+ tax
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$7.40 + tax $13.85 + tax
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The chapter will assist the families in any
way it can, officials said. 

“The victims will be eligible for sub-
stantial aid in the form of financial sup-
port and other services from a variety of
resources, including the Red Cross,” said
John Pacheco, executive director of the
Santa Monica Red Cross. “Most of them
have resources and they are able to pay
for housing and other costs being that
these costs will ultimately be taken care of
by FEMA and other emergency disaster
relief agencies.”

The Santa Monica chapter has set up a
toll-free Katrina disaster relief hotline at
866-733-5010. The hotline is a call-in
center for information on how and where
to make donations, how to volunteer
locally or volunteers for disaster relief
service in any of 18 states where the Red

Cross has set up shelters or service cen-
ters.

Katrina disaster relief donations count-
ed by the Santa Monica chapter so far
total $200,000. Donations are flowing in
and 400 hurricane relief donation cans are
still out in the community.

A Hurricane Katrina Disaster Relief
drive-through has been scheduled at the
Santa Monica chapter of the American
Red Cross, 1450 11th Street, for Saturday,
Sept. 10, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

The event will allow persons who wish
to donate money the opportunity to drive
in, drop off donations to a Red Cross vol-
unteer and go on with their day.

The American Red Cross of Santa
Monica is a publicly supported, nonprofit
corporation that provides health and safe-
ty education, youth services, CPR and
first-aid training and local disaster aware-
ness and disaster relief efforts.

SM Katrina donations
nearing $200K mark
RED CROSS, from page 1

breach of contract Santa Monica made
with the Federal Aviation Administration
in 1984. 

The SMAA, consisting of pilots and
business interests, believed City Hall was
in violation of its 1984 agreement with the
FAA because it attempted to over-regu-
late the airport on behalf of residents. City
Hall asserted that SMAA was not autho-
rized to bring a lawsuit regarding the
terms of the 1984 agreement, a point sup-
ported in last month’s decision made by
Judge J. Armstrong.      

Bob Trimborn, airport manager, said
the decision is significant because it puts
aside years of litigation and provides an
opportunity for all parties to move for-
ward making the airport work as well as
possible.

“I hope the ruling will encourage the
Airport Association to work with city
staff on the issues facing the airport today,
rather than dwell on issues from the past,”
Trimborn said. “We want to move for-
ward and make the airport the best and
safest place for use.”

Martin Tachiki, a deputy city attorney
who represented City Hall in the case, said
the SMAA could try to appeal to the
California Supreme Court, but it’s unlikely
the state’s highest court would hear the case.

Lloyd Kirschbaum, the SMAA’s attor-
ney, didn’t comment.

Santa Monica Airport has been owned
by City Hall since 1919, but was relin-
quished during World War II, when the
federal government took it over. 

In 1948, following the war, the airport
was returned to City Hall on the condition
the site continue to be used as an airport.
Meanwhile, the Douglas Aircraft plant
adjacent to the airport was closed and
homes constructed in the area.

Homeowners began to complain about
the airport noise, especially after jets were
introduced during the 1960s, according to
court records.

During the 1970s and 1980s, City Hall
began regulating aviation use at the air-
port. City Hall had two goals in mind —
to respond to homeowner noise com-
plaints and raise revenue by re-develop-
ing the site.In 1977, the SMAA and other
groups sued City Hall over an ordinance
which banned jets and imposed a night
curfew on flights.

The SMAA alleged the restrictions
violated constitutional laws which guar-
anteed groups equal protection and com-
merce. The SMAA won the lawsuit. 

However, City Hall created a new ordi-
nance which also had the same effect of
banning jets. The SMAA sued again. As
the case made its way into the courts, City
Hall attempted to take steps to close the
airport by trying to terminate airport ten-
ants, which prompted an investigation by
the FAA, according to court documents.

By 1982, the FAA sent City Hall a let-
ter which stated Santa Monica had
“demonstrated a concerted effort to pre-
vent and restrict aircraft operations and
aeronautical activities at the airport,”
according to court documents.

The FAA threatened to sue City Hall,
but negotiated a settlement instead. Under
that 1984 agreement, airport operations
that included traffic flows and noise
issues were covered. The agreement
expires in 2015. The SMAA, unhappy
with aspects related to the agreement,
took the issue to court in November of
1999.

Last month’s decision means the
SMAA had no right to take the case to
court. Tachiki said it also clears a path for
residents to address airport environmental
issues.

“We will be able to make sure facilities
are operating in safe conditions and our
approved landing fee program continues
to look at ways to make sure our noise
abatement program minimizes the impact
on the neighborhood,” Tachiki said. “We
can talk to the public about their concerns
and issues they want to raise.” 

Crash landing for airport lawsuit
SM AIRPORT, from page 1

Good thing you recycle your paper...
Chances are you’re reading it again.
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Give soldier’s mom some answers
Editor:

The president spoke of a family in Idaho whose family members are in the ser-
vice as the true patriots. 

What about Casey Sheehan? Is his sacrifice and that of Cindy Sheehan not worthy?
How dare he refuse to see a grieving mother who wants to hear why her son died! 

Tell her the truth, Mr. President. We all want to know.

Angela Grillo
Los Angeles

Go easy on judgments
Editor:

In regard to David Pisarra’s piece (SMDP, Aug. 23, page 4), I agree with your
friend’s conclusion that Jews are Jewish by birth and other religions are by choice
or faith, although Jews can opt out of the Jewish religion if they wish. 

I also agree with you that I am weary of the proselytizing by some other religions.  
Where I have a little problem with your premise is your leap from Judaism to fun-

damentalism. There are a lot of people in between who don’t solicit the “likes of
Jerry Falwell and Fred Phelps,” both of whom I consider to be borderline dangerous
in their ignorance.  

To speak of Christians as being in the same category is like saying that all attor-
neys are shysters and we know that is not so, don’t we?

I am neither a Christian nor an agnostic and I do not subscribe to anything to fit in,
as you say many people do. Faith, whatever one perceives it to be, is personal and is
not to be bothered unless, of course, except in the case of politicians (or others) who
perpetuate their policies (which can affect us all) on the basis of their religious beliefs. 

We have seen this in the case of George Bush who feels that his policies are
somehow sanctioned by God — not my God, by the way. For the life of me I can’t
believe God approves of our country’s invasion of Iraq.

You use the term judgment, judging, etc. quite a bit. It is ironic since that is one
of the tenets “preached” in the Bible. You may recall and please forgive my para-
phrase: Judge not that ye be not also judged ... or something like that.  

I note quite a bit of cynicism in your tone, particularly near the end of your arti-
cle, toward Christianity in general. 

Perhaps one of the reasons for the lack of visibility of proselytizing by other reli-
gions in this country is that Christianity has been the dominant religion in our coun-
try since its birth.

So maybe, as in your friend’s example, people born here, except for the Jews, are
born, so to speak, Christian.  

There is certainly quite a bit of religious animosity in some other countries, par-
ticularly in the Middle East. It seems the Jews have done quite a bit of judging there.

And of course, we are going to be more tolerant of those we care about than those
acquaintances in our lives. By the way, I am sorry that you have had a jerk boss with
a bald head. What has being bald got to do with being a jerk?

Bottom line, just lighten up and quit judging people so harshly.  
There will always be good and bad in people, and we are judging and learning

when we discern that fact.  
I also think you will generally learn more from people with whom you disagree

than always being with those who never challenge your belief system, whatever it is.  
I have written some of this with tongue-in-cheek. I really did get your point but

I’m sure it was lost on many non-thinkers because of your choice of words and tone. 
Based upon the quotation of your mother, I have a good idea of the root of your

cynicism. Thank you for sharing your thoughts.

Carmella Cornett
Santa Monica

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The images coming out of Louisiana
are striking, haunting, appalling and dis-
gusting. My stomach turns as I look at the
devastation to the land, the people, the
animals.  

I am not sure what appalls me the most
about the situation. Images like that of a
lone horse that’s probably going to die
haunt me. The sad display of a civilization
that reverts to hooliganism, theft and
panic is one thing, but the reality is that
most of the items looted are now worth-
less anyway.  

Any food looted would have been
destroyed or rotted, so I can’t say that it is
a bad thing. Items that were taken such as
TVs or stereos are really just indicators of
a widespread fear response. Seriously, if
your house has just been washed away, do
you need a TV? What are you going to do
with it? Carry it with you to a shelter? Sell
it? To whom? No one has cash for it, or a
place to watch it, or electricity to run it.

What is more appalling to me is the
response by the rest of the world to this
insanity. There are two pictures running
around the Internet, one of a white couple
who “found” food, and another of a black
person who “looted” a grocery store. Our
true colors show in times of stress. At the
Associated Press, black people loot, and
from the Agence France Press, white peo-
ple find things.

This is a tragedy of epic proportions.
The administration claims no one saw it
coming. Well, no one that is but the Army
Corps of Engineers and FEMA. Those
two historically inaccurate agencies said
that this was going to happen as long ago
as 2001.

The flooding in New Orleans was in
my estimation just the after effects of the
true disaster, one that happened in 2004
when the Democrats put John Kerry on
the table as their man for president. They
blew it by not coming out hard and fast
against the “Shrub.” This president, who
puts loyalty to old friends over compe-
tence. This is a man who promotes people
who screw up, and was the choice of the
American people in 2004. That was the
disaster.

The people of Louisiana are in dire
straits. I feel for their losses, yet part of
me wants to smugly look at them at say,
“Well, you voted for the Republican tick-
et. This is what you got. A man who cares
so much about his own country that he
slashed your federal budget for levee
repair by 80 percent.”

In the 2004 election, there was one
parish around the lake that was blue. The

rest were red. I know they were snowed
by the bluster of the Republican machine.
I know they thought they were doing the
right thing in protecting the country by
going with the “war president.” 

But that is why it is so sad. They
thought they were actually electing a man
who cared about the country, and doing
what was best to protect us.

He played on their fears of others. He
played on their fears of “furreners.” All
the while he was raping them. He raped
their budgets to reinforce the levees that
stand between them and destruction. He
raped their ability to respond to disaster
by reassigning their National Guardsmen
to Iraq. He raped their ability to have faith
in the government by ignoring their plight
for days.  

But they voted for him. He’s their guy.
He’s their pick to lead the country.

It would be easy for me to get cocky
and arrogant. To tell them to be good
Republicans and pull themselves up by
their bootstraps. After all, that’s what
Republicans stand for isn’t it? Aren’t they
all about the government staying out of
our business?

It would be easy for me to point out the
ignorance and xenophobia that is so
prevalent in the south which led to this. It
would be easy to show how these people
were used and preyed upon. I could hand-
ily show my contempt for these people
who approved a constitutional ban on gay
marriage. Yes, the southern Sodom
banned gay marriage. I could use that as a
reason to ignore their tremendous need
for help.

If I did that I might as well go register
as a Republican. I would be no better than
the man and the party whom I regularly
rail against.

I choose not to. I choose to help.  
I choose to put my money where my

mouth is. I write regularly about how the
Republicans do nothing to help. Now it is
time for me — for all of us — to stand up,
and put our money where our mouths are.

I choose to have my company donate
all co-pays and deductibles for those snor-
ing people who get tested for sleep apnea
with us for the next two months. The
donations will go to the American Red
Cross. 

I get a lot of flack from Christians
about how intolerant I am. How they’re
“good people.” Let’s see them put up or
shut up. I get flack from the right on how
wrong I am about people.  Time to show
me what you’ve got. 

Because your man in the oval has
shown me what he’s got. And it’s not
much.

(David Pisarra is a business develop-
ment lawyer in the Santa Monica firm of
Pisarra & Grist. He welcomes your ques-
tions and comments. He can be reached at
dpisarra@pisarra.com or (310) 664-9969.)

Time to put your $$$
where your mouth is

WHAT’S
THE POINT?

BY DAVID PISARRA

OPINIONS EXPRESSED are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of
the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are
letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention
to publish all letters we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference
will be given to those that are e-mailed to editor@smdp.com. All letters must include the
author’s name and telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters also may be
mailed to our offices located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite 202, Santa Monica,
90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for
space and content.
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On the Friday following Hurricane
Katrina’s march through the South,
which left countless Americans dead or
homeless, NBC aired a live television
benefit concert to raise money for disas-
ter relief efforts. Rapper Kanye West,
putting in an appearance as a presenter,
was supposed to read from a prepared
script. However, West strayed from the
pre-approved text to voice his concerns
about the government’s slow response to
the devastation.

Considering that more than a week has
passed, dead bodies remain in the streets
of New Orleans and we are no closer to
knowing how many people have died,
West was justified in voicing his con-
cerns about what journalist Tom
Engelhardt has described as “Iraq in
America.” In his article, “At the Front of
Nowhere at All,” Engelhardt writes,
“Much of New Orleans has become the
Atlantis from hell, a toxic sludge pool of
a looted former city, filled with dead
bodies, burning in places, threatened
with diseases like cholera and typhus that
haven’t visited the Big Easy since early
in the last century …”

West may have come closest to the
mark when he noted that the government
is set up “to help the poor, the black peo-
ple, the less well-off as slow as possible.”
However, the statement that has received
the most notice and had many African-
Americans rallying behind West is his
criticism that “George Bush doesn’t care
about black people.”

George W. Bush may very well care
about black people, but one thing is clear:
He does not understand them and the
poverty that many of them must endure.
Bush was born into a family of great
wealth. His father, former President
George H. W. Bush, made a fortune in the
oil industry in the 1950s and 1960s, ensur-
ing that his family would never want for
anything — at least not in the way of
material possessions.

Yet to truly understand want, a person
must at some point have lived without the
basic necessities of life. When a member
of the National Guard who was distribut-
ing life-saving provisions such as food
and water to hurricane victims asked a
woman what she needed, the woman
responded, “Everything.” How does a
person who has grown up with a silver
spoon in his mouth relate to that degree
of desperate need? It is possible to do so.
I have known affluent individuals who
made a concerted effort to understand the

plight of the poor and ease their suffer-
ing. They would not have been caught
smiling gaily for the cameras and playing
a guitar while thousands of Americans
battled for their lives in a hurricane, as
Bush did — an error in judgment that the
press was quick to point out.

Former first lady Barbara Bush’s
recent remarks about the refugees in
Houston’s Astrodome simply underscore
the problem. She said, “And so many of
the people in the arena here, you know,
were underprivileged anyway, so this is
working very well for them.” But Bertha
Miller, one of the many African-
American refugees being housed in the
Astrodome, saw things differently.
Speaking about her missing family mem-
bers, she said: “I have no idea where they
are. I am here in this city all by myself.
There is no one. I’m seeing people join-
ing with their family and it hurts. I don’t
know how long I can keep my sanity. I’m
afraid for my own life. If I’m missing,
there is no one to say that I’m missing. So
it does hurt, but I’m trying to hold on.”

The reality is that thousands of people
have just lost everything they own, not to
mention family members, friends and
loved ones. In short, their lives have been
destroyed. But if Barbara Bush’s words
are anything to go by, their current situa-
tion should be considered a step up for
them. They are being given food and
shelter so that makes up for their tremen-
dous losses. Her words, naïve as they are,
were not spoken with malice. And
although she may care about these peo-
ple, she simply cannot grasp their plight.
Like her son, she does not know what it
is to be poor.

The heart of this problem lies in the fact
that the gap between the rich and the poor
has increased. According to the 2002
Census, the wealthiest 20 percent of
Americans accounted for 50 percent of the
total U.S. income. The bottom fifth only
accounted for 3.5 percent. This is a strik-
ing difference, which can accurately be
described as “two Americas.” Poor

Americans cannot comprehend having as
much money as the upper class. Nor can
most of the wealthy understand what it is
like to be without money. The gap
between the two worlds is growing wider
— the rich continue to get richer, while
the poor become poorer.

This becomes a major problem with
regard to government leaders.
Campaigning for public office is an
expensive endeavor. As a result, wealthy
individuals are usually the only ones able
to afford to run for national office. And
only the rich become president. Thus, we
have a nation run by an upper-class elite
unable to relate to the middle class and
the underprivileged.

Not only do our leaders not relate to
well over half of the American people,
but they also have strong allegiances to
those who, like themselves, are rich. This
was demonstrated by Bush’s tax cut a
few years ago that primarily benefited the
wealthy. It was the wealthy that helped
him achieve office, and it is the wealthy
that he understands. Thus, it makes sense
that he would have their interests at heart.

Our government leaders’ inability to
relate to the less privileged classes is not
the only problem facing the poor. There
is a tendency in America, especially
among the wealthy, to ignore the poor,
sweeping them aside and pretending they
do not exist. Last year, writer Mike Davis
described this in relation to Hurricane
Ivan in a piece called “Poor, Black, and
Left Behind.” He wrote, “The evacuation
of New Orleans in the face of Hurricane
Ivan looked sinisterly like Strom
Thurmond’s version of the Rapture.
Affluent white people fled the Big Easy
in their SUVs, while the old and car-less
— mainly Black — were left behind in
their below-sea-level shotgun shacks and
aging tenements to face the watery
wrath.” He went on to explain that help-
ing the poor was simply a hesitant after-
thought: “Only at the last moment, with
winds churning Lake Pontchartrain, did
Mayor Ray Nagin reluctantly open the

Louisiana Superdome and a few schools
to desperate residents. He was reportedly
worried that lower-class refugees might
damage or graffiti the Superdome.”

Sadly, although journalists reported on
the inequality of evacuations last year, noth-
ing was done to fix this problem. In fact, the
Bush Administration even cut funding for
major hurricane and flood protection pro-
jects by millions of dollars. This year, how-
ever, Katrina ensured that the nation can no
longer ignore the plight of the poor.

This nation was built on Judeo-
Christian principles, which include a
mandate to care for the poor. However, it
appears that we have largely forgotten
this important principle. In cities based
on tourism, such as New Orleans, the
poor seem to be nothing more than an
obstacle preventing the city from making
money. Who wants to leave a casino or
nightclub and be met by a panhandler?
Our cities view the poor as an embarrass-
ment. Thus, rather than helping them, we
try to push them to the side in the hope
that they will disappear.

Katrina has shown the nation the
inability of the “haves” to recognize the
problems facing the “have-nots.” The
two groups live in entirely different
worlds. One solution to this problem is to
be more discerning about whom we elect
to office. A true representative must be
able to understand those he or she is rep-
resenting. Therefore, Americans should
stop electing those who cannot relate to
the concerns of the majority of
Americans. Not only should Americans
take Katrina’s lesson to heart regarding
voting, they should be more self-con-
scious about their own individual treat-
ment of the poor.

If not for Katrina, would the nation
have ever noticed the thousands of under-
privileged in New Orleans? Would you?

Try this: The next time you walk past
someone asking for your loose change on
the street, see if you find yourself averting
your eyes and ignoring him. It should not
take a national crisis for us to want to help
our fellow, less-advantaged human beings.

(Constitutional attorney and author
John W. Whitehead is founder and presi-
dent of The Rutherford Institute. The
institute, based in Virgina, is a civil lib-
erties organization that provides free
legal services to people whose constitu-
tional and human rights have been
threatened or violated. Whitehead can be
contacted at johnw@rutherford.org.)

Katrina shined light on ‘haves’, ‘have-nots’
GUEST COMMENTARY   BY JOHN W.  WHITEHEAD

PLEASE SEND LETTERS TO:
Santa Monica Daily Press: Att. Editor 1427 Third Street Promenade Suite 202 Santa Monica, CA  90401

Or email: editor@smdp.com

FED UP WITH PICO VIOLENCE?
YOUR OPINION MATTERS

“And so many of the people in the arena here,
you know, were underprivileged anyway, 

so this is working very well for them.”

BARBARA BUSH
Former First Lady
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Many people dream of one day being
able to write their own paycheck so it’s
ironic that business owners frequently pay
themselves too little or sometimes, noth-
ing at all — preferring instead to put their
earnings back into their businesses. Even
owners of established businesses some-
times underpay themselves.

As a small business owner, you may
often assume that you won’t earn any-
thing until the business gets firmly estab-
lished. While this appears logical, some
experts will tell you that if a business
doesn’t pay its owner a salary, its business
plan and cash flow model are not being
truly tested. Unless you operate under
normal business conditions, and compen-
sate everyone who works for the business,
you can’t tell whether the business will be
viable in the “real world.”

As a result, business owners should
determine a minimum salary as early in
the game as possible, preferably before
operations begin, that the business will
pay the owner. In addition, you should
establish goals for the business to achieve
so that you can receive compensation
more in line with your knowledge and
skills, as well as the time you devote to
the business. It’s also important to review
the progress of your business toward its
goals every six months to make sure that
compensation figures are still accurate
and in sync with business conditions.

Some business owners have a tough
time determining what their compensa-
tion should be and determining how much
to pay yourself can be emotional.
However, as the owner, you’re the one
taking the biggest risk if the business
should fail. Logically then, you should
earn more than your employees and if not,
then you should ask yourself why. Are
you making a short-term sacrifice in order
to invest in future growth? It’s important
to understand the reasons before making a
final decision.

Because the cash flow of many busi-
nesses is unpredictable — especially dur-
ing the early stages — you may want to
consider relying on bonuses rather than a
regular salary for much of your compen-

sation. By doing so, you can determine
when and how much the business can
afford to pay you. Bonuses can come once
or several times a year depending on your
needs and the business’ performance.

Another factor to keep in mind is how
the IRS will view your salary. For exam-
ple, let’s say you own a C-corporation.
The “C” simply refers to the tax treatment
category your company is in. C-corpora-
tions are the most common traditional
types of small businesses. You may face
an unreasonable compensation audit if the
IRS interprets the owner’s large salary as
a disguised dividend. Because dividends,
unlike salaries, are not deductible, an
unfavorable determination could result in
an overdue tax notice, back-interest
charges and penalties for the business.

A good place to start is by talking to
your CPA about what the IRS would con-
sider reasonable compensation, as well as
contacts at industry associations you
belong to. If what you receive is out of
line with what owners of comparable
businesses are making, you could be set-
ting yourself up for a visit from the IRS
and costs could be substantial. Business
valuation specialists also may offer some
insight into what a buyer would expect to
be able to take from the business.

In addition, once your salary is deter-
mined, don’t forget about saving for
retirement. The amount you can save in a
qualified plan is calculated based on eligi-
ble compensation. Therefore, when deter-
mining your compensation, keep in mind
that what your pay yourself affects how
much you can save for retirement.
Generally, the more you earn, the more
you are able to save. Your financial con-
sultant can help you develop a plan to
address your retirement needs but it’s
important to remain consistent and start as
early as possible.

A.G. Edwards does not render legal,
accounting or tax preparation advice.
Consult your legal and tax advisors for
your specific situation.

(Brian Hepp is a financial consultant for
Santa Monica-based A.G. Edwards & Sons,
Inc. Member SIPC. He can be reached at
(310) 453-0077 or at brian.hepp@aged-
wards.com. A.G. Edwards is a full-service
retail brokerage firm that offers a complete
spectrum of financial products and services,
including stocks, bonds and mutual funds,
financial retirement planning and tax-
advantage investments.)

How much should
you pay yourself?

MARKET
MATTERS
BY BRIAN HEPP

Aloha party planned for Optimus
By Daily Press staff

A commercial editing company is throwing a party for the community to cele-
brate the end of summer and its new space in Santa Monica.

Optimus, a full-service post-production facility headquartered in Chicago with
another shop in Santa Monica, will host a party on Sept. 16 at its new office space,
1237 Seventh St.

Optimus’ Santa Monica office is celebrating its new space, new name and new
image with an end-of-summer blow out.

After opening its doors in 2003 as Optimus Co-op, the brand has dropped the
“Co-op,” and reemerges with a fresh look and feel.

Party attractions include live DJ, complimentary drinks and food and a chance to
win an ipod during the free raffle.

The event will be held from 6:30 p.m. to midnight. RSVP@Optimus.com by
Sept. 12. The Aloha Summer party is free and open to all neighbors and friends.

Be giving, be careful
By Daily Press staff

In the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, generous Californians are looking for
ways to help survivors of the hurricane ravaged Gulf Coast. Many charities are
encouraging those wishing to help to send money, but before you whip out that
checkbook make sure you know who you’re donating to.

As the Better Business Bureau witnessed in the weeks following the Tsunami of
2004, many scam artists, posing as charities, attempted to take advantage of the pub-
lic’s generosity by operating “agencies” that would collect and disperse donations.
In many cases dollars donated to those “agencies” never end up assisting victims. 

The Better Business Bureau encourages the public to contribute to causes that
will assist families and victims of any catastrophe. But before you donate to any
charity, consider the following:

■ Find out how the charity plans to use donations to address the needs of the victims.
■ Ask the charity for written information about its finances and programs,

specifically what percentage of money donated will go to assists victims and what
percentage goes to administrative costs. The Better Business Bureau Wise Giving
Alliance calls for at least 60 percent of donated money to go towards program ser-
vices and not more than 35 percent to go toward administrative costs.

■ Before contributing online, over the phone or through the mail, make certain
that the charity is properly registered with appropriate state government agencies.

■ If you contribute, do not give cash. Use a credit card, or make a check or
money order out to the name of the charitable organization, not to the individual col-
lecting the donation. 

■ Do not give your credit card number or other personal information to a tele-
phone solicitor or in response to an e-mail solicitation. Ask to be provided with writ-
ten information on the charity’s programs and finances.

■ Remember that only donations to U.S.-based charities that have charitable tax
exempt status can be deductible as charitable gifts for taxes purposes.

■ Check on a charity’s BBB report by calling the Better Business Bureau at
(909) 835-6064 or by logging onto www.give.org.   

Red flags that donors may be dealing with a scam artist:
■ Appeals that are long on emotion, but short on describing what the charity will

do to address the needs of victims and their families.
■ Charities that are inexperienced in carrying out relief activities, but are sud-

denly announcing a new effort to address victims of Hurricane Katrina.
■ Charities that imitate the name and style of a well-known organization in order

to confuse people.
■ If donating online, before clicking on the link to “donate,” look at the organi-

zation’s URL in the browser window. Exercise caution if the domain name is hid-
den, is not familiar to you, or is not the same as the one stated in the text of the link.

Sell, sell, sell: Before you unload your business
By Daily Press staff

Learn how to sell your business for the highest price.
A workshop will be held on the topic on Sept. 13.
Learn how to value and the proper steps for selling your business, obtaining

assistance with estate and tax planning; who the best buyers are for your business;
investors or partners; possible transfer of the business to the next generation and
how business buyers analyze acquisition opportunities. Attendees must RSVP due
to space limitations. Call (310) 766-4303.

The workshop is free and will be held from 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. The location is
10940 Wilshire Blvd., suite 1600, in Westwood.

SANTA MONICA BUSINESS BRIEFS

WANT TO T ICKLE YOUR FUNNY BONE?

CHECK OUT THE COMICS ON PAGE 16!

Promotions?
Record sales? New

hires? If your
business has news

to share, send
press releases to  

editor@smdp.com



GOURMET TITLE SPONSOR HAUTE CUISINE. COOL OCEAN BREEZES.
Sample one delicious treat after another from 40 of  Santa 
Monica’s finest restaurants. Enjoy live music and chef  
demonstrations all day, while soaking up the sun and cool 
ocean breezes. Treat your senses to something special.

310 LOUNGE AND BISTRO

ACADIE HAND CRAFTED CREPES

BARNEY'S BEANERY

BORDER GRILL

BRAVO CUCINA

BRAVO PIZZERIA

CEZANNE AT LE MERIGOT

CINCH

DAILY GRILL

DUKE'S MALIBU

EL CHOLO MEXICAN RESTAURANT

FAMIMA

THE GRILLE AT FAIRMONT MIRAMAR

GLADSTONE'S MALIBU

HOOTERS SANTA MONICA

I CUGINI

LA VECCHIA CUCINA

THE LOBSTER

LOCANDA DEL LAGO

LOUISE'S TRATTORIA

LULA COCINA MEXICANA

MA'KAI LOUNGE

MARIASOL

MONSOON CAFE

OCEAN & VINE AT LOEWS

OCEAN AVENUE SEAFOOD

PANINI GARDEN

RUSTY'S SURF RANCH

SHERATON DELFINA SANTA MONICA

STEFANO'S PIZZA

SKYMEALS

THE VICTORIAN AT HERITAGE SQUARE

WESTSIDE FOOD BANK

WILD OATS

YU RESTAURANT AND LOUNGE

TICKETS SELLING FAST. DON’T MISS IT!
www.tasteofsantamonica.com or call 310-393-9825 x10

A SANTA MONICA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE EVENT

SANTA MONICA ACURA PRESENTS THE 4TH ANNUAL

TASTE OF SANTA MONICA
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2005
12 P.M. TO 4 P.M. | SANTA MONICA PIER

ADULTS $35 | CHILDREN (OVER 4 AND UNDER 10) $10
WINE GARDEN SPONSORED BY YOUNG’S MARKET CO. $15 ADDITIONAL

WINE GARDEN SPONSOR

EXECUTIVE CHEF SPONSORS

CHEF D’CUISINE SPONSORS
BUDWEISER

CITYSEARCH
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(Editor’s note: Santa Monica resident
Lance Schmidt is spending his last sum-
mer days cruising through Alaska on his
motorcycle. He will provide a glimpse
into that world for Santa Monicans every
Thursday until he returns home in
September. Check out smdp.com/archives
for previous reports.)

Deadhorse, AK — Now that the lovely
professor was back home in Santa Monica
thousands of miles away, safe, confused,
and out of harms way, I could focus my
attention on riding and exploring this
beautiful land unencumbered. 

The Interior is breathtaking. It is wild
and for most that live here, it is the only
place in Alaska, if not the entire world, in
which to live. Summer is intense, short-
lived and bittersweet. It usually begins in
early July and ends abruptly in mid- to
late-August. The days are long and the
nights are short. The climate is unpre-
dictable. Temperatures vary. Snow and
frost can sweep through, followed by sev-
eral hot days preceded by many rainy
weeks. Fires race through the bush
unabated, making travel even more
treacherous. Wildlife is everywhere and
becomes more menacing and ornery as
the food supply dwindles and winter
begins to creep its way down.  

For a motorcycle adventurer heading
past the Artic Circle the unpredictable
weather meant a constant guessing game
of what to bring and what to wear. The
elements can strike hard and fierce. If
caught unprepared, the elements can kill a
person in a matter of hours. Nobody knew
this better than my Alaskan guides, Phil
and Andy, who had invited Darrien and
me along on their somewhat secretive
mission into the Bush and to the top of (or
the end of) the world.

Day 19: After a few days exploring the
outskirts of Denali National Park, the
team headed north on the Steese Highway
past the majestic Mt. McKinley.

In the Interior, hotels are non-existent.
There is little or nothing for hundreds of
miles. Outposts serve as the hotel, store,
gas station and post office. But most
importantly, for the weary travelers and
hardened sourdoughs, they are a conduit
for news, weather and gossip.

We pulled into a road house just out-
side of Central. Phil knew the owners of
the Chatanika Lodge, which happened to
be adjacent to an old gold dredge aban-
doned in the early 1960s. The entire area
around Central was and still is the most
active of all Alaskan mining districts.
Entire towns and services were built in
this area almost overnight in an effort to
support the sluicing of this precious
metal. As gold reached upwards of $400
an ounce in late 1978, Central became
once again a gold mining destination.

After taking a well-deserved shower
and checking into our bunk rooms, we all
met at the bar to get a home-cooked meal,
relax and have a drink. Looking around
the bar and adjacent dinning room, Andy
commented that there couldn’t be any
wildlife left in Central as most of them
were hanging on the walls or decorating
the doorways.  

Sitting next to us were a few local
sourdoughs that took an interest in the
new arrivals. 

Phil explained that he was going to
drop off supplies and equipment to some
folks in Deadhorse. He also was training a
new guide and taking along a few passen-
gers. Phil was an Alaskan native so he
new the ropes of interpersonal communi-
cations in the bush. They started a banter
that was classic Alaskan — not revealing
too much, testing each other’s toughness
while being polite as hell. The conversa-
tion turned slowly toward gold.

“You guys up here for the yellow
stuff?” said one of the sourdoughs.  

“Nah, just poking around,” replied
Phil, glancing down at his newly acquired
Crown-rocks. “Why? You got a spot we
can look at?”

Day 21: We headed out toward the
roughest part of the journey — where rub-
ber meets the road — 600 miles of dirt
and gravel traversing the harshest area in

Entering the depths 
of Alaska’s underbelly 
EASY WRITER

NOTES FROM THE ROAD

Lance Schmidt/Special to the Daily Press
Let there be light: Easy Writer emerges from the “hole” after a horrific nine-hour tour.

See EASY WRITER, page 11
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Alaska. Both intense and boring, the jour-
ney on the “Haul Road” is the last leg
where the Alaskan Pipeline ascends its
flow downward to Valdez. Long-haul
truckers compete to feed it, Homeland
Security and BP protect it while crazed
interlopers on motorbikes roam it.  

We began our journey, as Phil suggest-
ed, taking a side-trip to an old mining
camp that he hadn’t seen, but was told
about. Through the miracles of GPS navi-
gation and their clients’ intuition, we fell
on this mining camp set in the valley of an
incredible set of peaks — both of which
had impressions of switchbacks spiraling
to the top.

We decided to split-up and take two
routes. Both routes appeared to lead back
to the mining camp so Darrien and I head-
ed up on the south face while Phil and
Andy took the west. Darrien hit the guns
and became the lead onto a trail that was
more suited for Dahl Sheep than two
dopes on bikes. As we maneuvered the
bikes around the tight precipice, we came
down onto a half-boarded-up hole in the
shale. 

“That a mining tunnel?” I asked
Darrien, knowing full-well it might be.

“Yep, sure looks like it,” Darrien said.
“Let’s go check it out.”

We both dismounted the bikes and
approached the tunnel. As we approached
the abandoned gold shaft it took on the
properties of an ancient metro-line. It was
half-covered by boards and was posted
with a “closed mine” red piece of tape. 

Darrien threw back the boards to the
tunnel. I walked in with a cocky swagger
entering the “E” ticket. Without thought
or hesitation, I started exploring with
reckless abandon.  As I walked down fur-
ther, water from the sides of the shale
walls began pelting me and I knew that I
was in trouble. I headed back about 200
feet towards the tunnel. Then, as I
grabbed a side of wet shale, the thunder
struck. The way out had collapsed in front
of me. 

Day 22:  It had been almost nine hours
spent in the blackness and horrific soli-
tude of a collapsed mine. I cannot explain
it. Suffice to say, it challenged me.

The flicker of light did not come too
soon. I was in ankle-deep water when I

heard a rock fall in front of me and a voice
that that I had come to cringe, but now,
sounded like John Wayne.

“You OK, pal?”  came the voice.  
“I guess, what is going on?” I said, half

incoherently.
I was rescued from my first, and hope-

fully, my last mining accident.  What was
to follow however might make me recon-
sider my rescue.

(You may reach Easy Writer at: easy-
writermail@yahoo.com.)

Heading for the light
Lance Schmidt/Special to the Daily Press

Easy discovers some friendly aliens while on the peaks of the Brooks Range

EASY WRITER, from page 10

Lance Schmidt/Special to the Daily Press
(Top) The Chatanika Lodge. (Middle) A sign of
the times. (Bottom) The Alaskan pipeline.
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BY JULIANA BARBASSA 
Associated Press Writer 

FRESNO, Calif. — A federal appeals
court has upheld a judge’s decision giving
San Joaquin Valley air regulators until
2010 to clean up soot and other particles
that help make the area one of the nation’s
most polluted air basins, rejecting envi-
ronmentalist arguments that the deadline
should be four years earlier. 

Environmental groups had sued the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency,
arguing that to comply with the federal
Clean Air Act, the EPA had to require the
local air district to bring the region’s air
into compliance with the federal stan-
dards by 2006. 

The 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals
ruled Tuesday the San Joaquin Valley Air
Pollution Control District’s new deadline
fell within the guidelines established by
the act, rejecting arguments by the Sierra
Club, the Association of Irritated
Residents, Latino Issues Forum and
Medical Advocates for Healthy Air. 

The suit dealt with microscopic parti-
cles of dust, soot, or chemicals that can be
build up within the lungs over time and
lead to premature deaths, heart attacks,
strokes and asthma, according to research. 

Several of the largest generators of the
tiny particles of pollution - cars, trucks
and agriculture - cannot be regulated by
the district, air district spokeswoman

Kelly Malay said. 
The plan the district adopted last year

“aggressively pursues the measures we
have authority to adopt,” Malay said. 

EPA officials were not able to com-
ment in detail because they hadn’t yet
reviewed the decision, but spokeswoman
Lisa Fasano said the agency was pleased
with the ruling. 

“This decision supports the EPA’s plan
approval for addressing particulate matter
in the Central Valley,” she said. 

But the clean air advocates who
brought the suit said the decision allowed
a delay that will directly impact the health
of the valley’s residents. 

“Particulate matter pollution kills peo-
ple,” said Brent Newell, attorney with the
Association of Irritated Residents. “We’re
a long way from cleaning up this prob-
lem.” 

The U.S. EPA approved the San
Joaquin Valley’s current plan to clean up
particle pollution in 2004, after the region
went years without a workable plan. The
air district has missed or rescheduled
deadlines in the past, and submitted plans
that didn’t meet federal guidelines, and
the EPA failed to impose penalties. 

Now, many of the current plan’s provi-
sions are being implemented, and togeth-
er with other clean-air measures required
by the state Legislature, they’re improv-
ing air quality, air officials said. 

Court OKs deadline
to clean San Joaquin
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BY JENNIFER COLEMAN 
Associated Press Writer 

SACRAMENTO — Government-run util-
ities that overcharged California during
the state’s energy crisis will not have to
pay refunds the state estimates at nearly
$1 billion, a federal appeals court ruled. 

The ruling Tuesday was a blow to
California, which is seeking up to $9 bil-
lion in refunds from utilities it accused of
overcharging for power. 

“This ruling does not mean that these
entities did not rip us off,” said Tom
Dresslar, spokesman for Attorney General
Bill Lockyer. “What it means is they can
escape accountability for their actions.” 

The 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals
said the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission lacks authority over the gov-
ernment-run utilities California was tar-
geting for reimbursement. Those include
the Oregon-based Bonneville Power
Administration, the Los Angeles
Department of Water and Power and sev-
eral others. 

State and federal officials couldn’t say
how much the regulatory commission
would have ordered in refunds from those
utilities, but California’s attorney general
estimated it could have reached $1 billion. 

“Clearly, it will limit the scope of
refunds the commission will order in the
California refund case,” FERC
spokesman Bryan Lee said. 

The regulatory commission has said
the amount due California in refunds is far
less than the state is seeking, about $3 bil-
lion. But that amount will be lower now
that the court has exempted government-
run utilities - perhaps down to $2 billion. 

The commission based its figure on the
amount it estimated was overcharged on
sales of electricity after October 2000.
That was during the height of the state’s
energy crisis, when wholesale prices
soared. 

The state is still seeking refunds for
sales made before October 2000 and sales
made directly to state energy buyers,
which the regulatory commission has said
it will not address. The $1 billion estimate
of how much the government-run utilities
owe California includes those contested
sales, Dresslar said. 

The appellate court said the regulatory

commission’s refund authority under the
Federal Power Act excluded municipal
and other government-owned utilities. In
reaching its conclusion, the three-judge
panel said it was “not unmindful of the
impact our decision may have on the
overall refunds claimed by California
ratepayers.” 

But the court said the language of the
Federal Power Act was clear in excluding
governmental agencies from FERC’s
refund authority. That language was
changed in the massive energy bill signed
by President Bush in August, Lee said. 

The Bonneville Power Administration,
which provides about half of the power in
the Pacific Northwest, estimated it owed
about $48 million under the formula,
spokesman Ed Mosey said. 

The Los Angeles Department of Water
and Power estimated its refund would
have been about $50 million, said
Jonathan Diamond, spokesman for the
city attorney’s office. Both power agen-
cies claim that California still owes them
money for energy sales, which would
have offset any refunds. 

A spokesman for the Sacramento
Municipal Utility District said the appel-
late court made the right decision based
on the “unambiguous” language in feder-
al law. 

Senior Attorney Kevin Smith said the
district had used its credit during the ener-
gy crisis to buy power on behalf of the
state. He said he didn’t know how much
the state had requested from the utility in
overcharges. 

“We were not into this to make
money,” Smith said. “We were trying to
keep the lights on.” 

California has alleged that it was the
victim of widespread manipulation of
both the price and supply of energy in its
newly deregulated electricity market. As
prices soared in 2000 and 2001, the state
faced energy shortages and rolling black-
outs. The crisis cost the state billions of
dollars and disrupted energy markets
across the West. 

Several energy companies have settled
claims with California, paying the state
about $1.5 billion in refunds so far. The
state also has negotiated settlements relat-
ed to its long-term energy contracts and
other claims, state officials said. 
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By The Associated Press

LANCASTER — An energy company
wants to build 130 wind turbines, each
taller than the Statue of Liberty, near a
Southern California nature reserve to pro-
vide power to tens of thousands of homes. 

But locals complain the project would
block views of the Antelope Valley
California Poppy Preserve, and some
environmentalists fear the 380-foot
machines would chop up birds and disrupt
wildlife migration. 

Mark Butler, a Green Valley machinist,
said he planned to build a retirement home
across the road from the 1,800-acre
reserve, which explodes into a spectacular
gold bloom of flowers every spring. 

He’s not so sure now after learning of
the plan by Glasgow, Scotland-based PPM

Energy. 
“They’re monster generators, the size

of a 747,” Butler said. “The last place I
feel like living is in the middle of a wind
farm.” 

PPM Energy officials in Oregon
declined to comment on their plans, say-
ing details had not been finalized. 

A state mandate requires that public
utilities generate 20 percent of their
power from renewable technologies
including wind, solar and geothermal by
2017. 

Most energy companies have
expressed interest in developing wind,
said Kevin Payne, a spokesman for
Southern California Edison, which gener-
ated about 18.2 percent of its power last
year from renewable sources. 

Controversy swirling around
California wind farm proposal

A loss of energy: No
refunds forthcoming 
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BY ALEXANDRE DA SILVA 
Associated Press Writer 

HONOLULU — A delay in a U.S. Senate
vote on a bill that would grant federal
recognition to Native Hawaiians is giving
Hawaii’s governor a chance to lobby sen-
ators who fear it could lead to Hawaii’s
secession from the union. 

“That’s a ridiculous claim and a ridicu-
lous argument,” Gov. Linda Lingle said.
“We have over 500 recognized Indian
tribes in America. “They don’t secede,
they simply get a federal recognition that
allows them to avoid these kinds of law-
suits that Hawaiians have faced.” 

On Monday, Senate Majority Leader
Bill Frist canceled a planned Tuesday vote
on ending a filibuster against the bill so the
Senate could act instead on emergency
legislation related to Hurricane Katrina. 

Lingle, who was in Washington lobby-
ing for the bill, said she was disappointed
that the cloture motion vote was put on
hold, though she understood the urgency
of Katrina action. 

And she said the postponement
allowed her to speak with senators whose
objection centered on the secession fears. 

Sen. Daniel Akaka, D-Hawaii, sponsor

of the bill that generally bears his name,
also has said his bill has nothing to do
with independence or secession and that it
focuses on the legal and political relation-
ship between Native Hawaiians and the
United States within federal law. 

Akaka has been trying for six years to
bring the bill to the Senate floor for a
vote. The bill would give federal recogni-
tion to Native Hawaiians and lead to the
formation of a Native Hawaiian govern-
ing entity. 

Critics of the bill call it vague and sug-
gest that one day Hawaii could host two
governments - the state and a new sover-
eign Hawaiian government. 

Pro-independence advocates say the
bill doesn’t go far enough in ensuring
Native Hawaiians self-governance and
control over their land. 

Supporters of the Akaka bill say it
would help right the wrong of the U.S.-
backed overthrow of the Hawaiian
monarchy in 1893, as well as fight off
legal challenges to programs set up to
help Native Hawaiians. 

The 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals,
in two separate decisions last month,
ruled against programs aimed at benefit-
ing Native Hawaiians. 
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seceding is ‘ridiculous’



BY SINAN SALAHEDDIN 
Associated Press Writer 

BAGHDAD, Iraq — Coalition forces acting on a tip from an
Iraqi detainee Wednesday rescued American hostage Roy
Hallums from an isolated farm house south of Baghdad, a
military statement said. An Iraqi also was rescued. 

The 57-year-old contractor, formerly of Newport Beach,
Calif., had been held since being kidnapped at gunpoint
from his office in Baghdad’s Mansour district on Nov. 1. 

“Hallums is in good condition and is receiving med-
ical care,” the military said. 

He was held in a farmhouse 15 miles south of Baghdad,
the statement said, adding that rescuers were tipped to his
whereabouts by an unidentified Iraqi detainee. 

“I want to thank all of those who were involved in my
rescue - to those who continuously tracked my captors
and location, and to those who physically brought me
freedom today,” Hallums said in the military statement. 

“To all of you, I will be forever grateful. Both of us
are in good health and look forward to returning to our
respective families. Thank you to all who kept me and
my family in their thoughts and prayers.” 

The identity of the freed Iraqi man was not released. 
In the southern city of Basra, a roadside bomb killed

four American security guards traveling in a convoy
Wednesday, a U.S. Embassy spokesman said. 

Hallums’ ex-wife, Susan, told The Associated Press
from her home in Corona, Calif., that Hallums was in
good condition, “considering what he’s been through.” 

She also told CNN she had talked to him. “It was just
very, very early this morning and he called and said that
he was free and I said, `That’s just - our prayers were
answered,"’ she said. 

A family Web site was topped with a headline: “Roy
IS FREE!!!!!! 9/7/05.” 

Mrs. Hallums said she and her husband of 30 years
divorced a couple of years ago but remained good
friends. They have two daughters. 

Hallums was working for the Saudi Arabian Trading
and Construction Co., supplying food to the Iraqi army,
when he was abducted along with two other foreigners
after a gunbattle in Baghdad. An Iraqi guard and one
attacker were killed. A Filipino, a Nepalese and three
Iraqis also were seized but later freed. 

In a January video released by his kidnappers,
Hallums had a shaggy beard and a gun pointed at his
head. The family sent fliers to Iraq that, in English and
Arabic, offered a $40,000 reward for information leading
to his safe release. 

More than 200 foreigners have been abducted in Iraq
since the war began in March 2003; more than 30 have
been killed. 

In the Basra bombing, three of the civilian guards
were killed instantly and a fourth died after British troops
took him to a military hospital, said Peter Mitchell, a
U.S. Embassy spokesman in Baghdad. They worked for
a private security firm supporting the regional U.S.
Embassy office in Basra, he said. 

AP Television News videotape showed an overturned
SUV in a ravine next to a busy highway, with British sol-
diers loading a body from the vehicle into a military
ambulance. 

Southern Iraq, where some 8,500 British troops are
deployed, has been mostly calm since U.S. and British
forces occupied Iraq more than two years ago. 

On July 16, a roadside bomb in Amarah killed three
British soldiers and wounded two others. Two weeks
later, two Britons who worked for a security firm were
killed when a bomb exploded alongside a British diplo-
matic convoy in Basra. 

Two British soldiers died Monday in a roadside bomb-
ing west of Basra, bringing to 95 the number of fatalities
British forces have suffered since the war began. 

In other violence Wednesday, Maj. Gen. Hadi Hassan
Omran, an Iraqi Defense Ministry director general, was
shot to death as he drove through Baghdad’s southern
Dora neighborhood, said Dr. Muhanad Jawad at
Yarmouk hospital. The doctor also said gunmen killed
Col. Ammar Ismail Arkan, an Interior Ministry comman-
do, and wounded four bodyguards in Baghdad’s western
Ghazaliyah district. 

Insurgents bombed a pipeline carrying oil from a field
near Khanaqin on the Iranian border, interrupting a
source of crude to Baghdad’s Dora refinery, police said. 

The developments came a day after President Jalal
Talabani said Saddam Hussein has confessed to ordering
killings and other crimes committed during his regime
and “deserves to be executed 20 times a day for his
crimes against humanity.” 

BY ALEXA OLESEN 
Associated Press Writer 

BEIJING — A French media watchdog said Tuesday
that information provided by Internet powerhouse Yahoo
Inc. helped Chinese authorities convict and jail a jour-
nalist who had written an e-mail about press restrictions. 

The harsh criticism from Reporters Without Borders
marks the latest instance in which a prominent high-tech
company has faced accusations of cooperating with
Chinese authorities to gain favor in a country that’s
expected to become an Internet gold mine. 

Sunnyvale, Calif.-based Yahoo and two of its biggest
rivals, Google Inc. and Microsoft Corp.’s MSN, previ-
ously have come under attack for censoring online news
sites and Web logs, or blogs, that include content that
China’s communist government wants to suppress. 

Reporters Without Borders ridiculed Yahoo for
becoming even cozier with the Chinese government by
becoming a police informant in a case that led to the
recent conviction of Chinese journalist Shi Tao. 

“Does the fact that this corporation operates under
Chinese law free it from all ethical considerations?”
Reporters Without Borders said in a statement. “How far
will it go to please Beijing?” 

Pauline Wong, head of marketing for the Hong Kong
office, said Wednesday that the company had no com-
ment on the statement. 

“We’re still looking at it,” Wong said. 
Reporters Without Borders said court papers showed

that Yahoo Holdings (Hong Kong) Ltd. gave Chinese
investigators information that helped them trace a per-
sonal Yahoo e-mail allegedly containing state secrets to

Tao’s computer. Yahoo Holdings (Hong Kong) Ltd. is
part of Yahoo’s global network. 

Shi, a former journalist for the financial publication
Contemporary Business News, was sentenced in April to 10
years in prison for illegally providing state secrets to for-
eigners. Reporters Without Borders described Shi as a “good
journalist who has paid dearly for trying to get the news out.” 

His conviction stemmed from an e-mail he sent con-
taining his notes on a government circular that spelled
out restrictions on the media. 

“This probably would not have been possible without
the cooperation of Yahoo,” said Lucie Morillon, a
Washington, D.C.-based spokeswoman for Reporters
Without Borders. 

Shi’s arrest in November at his home in the north-
western province of Shanxi prompted appeals for his
release by activists, including the international writers
group PEN. 

A number of Chinese journalists have faced similar
charges of violating vague security laws as communist
leaders struggle to maintain control of information in the
burgeoning Internet era. 

Yahoo and its major rivals have been expanding their
presence in China in hopes of reaching more of the coun-
try’s population as the Internet becomes more ingrained
in their daily lives. 

Just last month, Yahoo paid $1 billion for a 40 percent
stake in China’s biggest online commerce firm,
Alibaba.com. 

Meanwhile, Google and Microsoft are locked in a bit-
ter legal battle over a former Microsoft engineer who
Google hired in July to oversee the opening of a research
center in China.
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By Russ Wallace

Garfield® By Jim Davis
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Personals
Obituaries

$350 per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.  
Call 310-458-7737 and promote your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 38,600.

CCLLAASSSSIIFFIIEEDDSS

Creative
HEADSHOTS - World class
photography. Visit
www.elevenstar.com and see.
Mention SMDP for 10% off.
(310) 866-6693

HEADSHOTS PRINTED- Pro quality at
low prices, fast turnaround. Photo
Grafica (310) 392-2228.

Employment

ACTIVISTS. NO exerience
required. Flexible hours.  Up to
$150+/day.

First call: 310-281-7529.
Additional questions:310-412-
2450

ADMIN ASST/ Word Processor:
Specialty engineering firm seeks
proficient person w/xlnt
organizational, English & Computer
skills. Exceptional benefits. Fax,
Danitza Rendon: (310) 306-7480 or E-
mail: rendon@wexco.net

BOAT FUEL/ Dock workers, Marina Del
Rey Harbor. Weekends mandatory.
Call Randy or Sue, (310) 823-2444.

BOOKEEPING HELP
Must know Quickbooks 

Pro and Excel. 
Part-time, 8hrs a week, flexible.

$25-30/hr
Email resume to

sbonwell@aol.com 
Fax to 453-1108 or 

Call 582-1188.

CHIROPRACTIC ASSISTANT needed.
Great opportunity for organized person
to work in a low-key but busy
chiropractic office in SM. Word
processing and friendly phone voice
important. Send resume to: Pacific
Chiropractic, 2701 Ocean Park Blvd.
#101, Santa Monica, CA 90405
CLSS - Advertising Sales

Newspapers - Magazines

Classified  &  Display: Real Estate, 
Ethnic, Entertainment, Military, 

Business, Finance... 

Well established Co.
50+ years in L.A. 

www.theglobalmediagroup.

com/jobinfo.htm

ADVERTISING SALES  � � � �

Seeking: Self-Motivated, 
Energetic, Experienced 

Professionals.

• High Commissions Paid Weekly

Leads Furnished

• 

• 

Call: Paul 213-251-9100, Ex-25 

and /or Please visit:  

COUNTER HELP needed. Cafe near
3rd  Street Promenade on Broadway.
Must be experienced. Apply
afternoons in person. 215 Broadway,
SM. (310) 396-9898.
EARN $60K-$400K - Since 1960,
Largest metals/coin co. in U.S. seeks
AE’s. No cold calling. Paid training.
Full benefits pkg + 401k.
Goldline.com. Contact Robert Fazio
(310) 319-0313. Santa Monica.

EXPERIENCED FRONT/BACK office
female needed for SM OB/GYN office.
(310) 393-4655/ (310) 394-8352 (fax)
please fax resume.

FILM CREW/PA’s
Up to $175/day.

jobsinshowbiz.com
(323) 654-8399

FIT FEMALE MODEL WANTED FOR
FIGURE DRAWING BY ARTIST. No
experience necessary call. (818) 501-
0266
IMMEDIATE POSITIONS available in
the housekeeping department of
Centinela Freeman Regional Medical
Center. All shifts available, PT/ FT.
Hospital housekeeping preferred. Call
(310) 674-7050 ext. 3319 for
interview.

Employment
HIGHLY SKILLED woodworker/
craftsman needed to assist busy
Santa Monica furniture maker. Store
is in Santa Monica, but woodshop is in
North Hollywood. Person must be
willing to commute. Must be able to
work without constant supervision.
Must be skilled enough to work on
highend custom furniture, varying
styles. Wages commensurate with
experience. Please reply to
woodshop40w@aol.com
HIP SANTA Monica jewelry store is
looking for a part time salesperson
(25-30 hours a week). Responsible,
honest and a good attitude are more
important than experience. Growth
potential. Must be available evenings
and Sundays. Please e-mail resume
or letter of interest (including phone
number) to heyearl@olypen.com.
HOUSE CLEANERS Needed: $11
plus/hr. English required. Car +
insurance. Please call Grosio
(310) 260-8895. 20-30hrs/week
IMMEDIATE POSITIONS available in
the housekeeping department of St.
John’s Health Center. All shifts
available, PT/ FT. Hospital
housekeeping preferred. Call
(310) 829-8431 for interview.

INVESTMENT SALES: oil & gas.
Drilling and oil production is paying
high returns to investors. Potential
earnings $3500-$5000 per week.
Call Mr. Bond (310) 394-9800

LOOKING FOR full time bussers, apply
in person, no calls, at Marix Tex Mex,
118 Entrada Dr, PCH&Entrada 2-4 M-
T.

MUSIC AIR PLAY Campaign Sales
person in Santa Monica, P/T, 310-
998-8305 x83

NOW HIRING
Sexy upscale young girls for high
class escort agency. $500-$1500
daily. (310) 925-8244
PART-TIME SALES Associate needed
for American Cancer Society
Discovery Shop. Must be able to work
evenings and weekends. Fax resume
310-458-6494 Attn: Terry
PART-TIME SALES person for a
hardware store. Call Billy at
(310) 395-1158.
REAL ESTATE work, Part-time.
Immediate! (Agent’s license needed)
Female preferred, WLA/ SM only. Jean
*82 (310) 820-6059.
RECEPTIONIST/PHONES- FULL time
6am - 2pm, overtime may be required
during some months. Must be prompt,
computer literate w/ ability to handle
extremely busy phones. Fluent in
English. Please fax resume to: 310-
394-4003
RETAIL SALES
Assistant Management/Sales. Full-
time/ Part-time for upscale women’s
Boutique in Malibu. Must be
experienced, goal-oriented, and good
in merchandising. Fax resume to
(310) 271-1089.

VALET: SEEKING reliable valets for
busy SM/ LA location FT/ PT.
Please call (213) 628-9500.

Domestic Care
THE NANNY SOURCE

A full service domestic agency
specializing in placing highly qualified
household professionals. (310) 892-
8836.

For Sale
SPA/HOT TUB 2005 Model. Neck Jets.
Therapy seat. Warranty. Never used.
Can deliver. Worth $5750, sell for
$1750 (310)479-3054

Furniture
1960’S FURNITURE: sofas, chairs,
benches, lamps, all in great condition
with original upholstery. (310) 453-
8551.

Vehicles for sale
‘00 BMW 3231. . . . $16,988
Silver, 51K miles, very clean
(VIN007860)  (800) 579-6047

TOYOTA SANTA MONICA
‘01 CLK430 Designo Sharp!
27K Miles, with Every Option.
(Vin174107) (800) 406-7782.

LEXUS SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

‘01 MUSTANG V6. . . . . . . . . . $8,995
Power Everything, Only 27k miles!
(Vin253501) (800) 406-7782.

LEXUS SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

‘01 TOYOTA RAV 4 “L”. . . . $14,988
“L” Pkg, Auto, Alloy Wheels
(VIN035027)  (800) 579-6047

TOYOTA SANTA MONICA
‘01 VOLVO S80 T-6A. . . . $16,988
Only 45K Miles, Leather, Moonroof
(VIN164556)  (800) 579-6047

TOYOTA SANTA MONICA

2004 FORD Taurus. 17,500 miles.
Charcoal, leather, V-6, CD, all
power, LIKE NEW. $10,800.
(310) 393-7204.

‘93 AUDI 100S AWD ONLY. . . $7,995
Leather, Moonroof, CD, Showroom!
(Vin038397) (800) 406-7782.

LEXUS SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

‘94 TOYOTA CAMRY XLE. . . . $6,988
V - 6, Leather, Auto
(VIN064357)  (800) 579-6047

TOYOTA SANTA MONICA
‘96 TOYOTA CAMRY LE . . . . $7,988
Auto, Only 60K Miles, Gold Certified
(VIN122012)  (800) 579-6047

TOYOTA SANTA MONICA
‘97 560SL Roadster One Owner.
Low Miles, Very Hard To Find.
(Vin065500) (800) 406-7782.

LEXUS SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

‘98 LS400 One Owner! $19,995
Leather, Moon, CD Changer!
(Vin104493) (800) 406-7782.

LEXUS SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

‘99 TOYOTA CAMRY LE. . . . $8,988
Auto, Power Package, clean!
(VIN292275)  (800) 579-6047

TOYOTA SANTA MONICA
CLSS - Buying a Used

I can help you: Negotiate a good
deal. Choose the right car & save

you time & money!
Any questions call (310) 995-5898

BUYING A USED CAR?

CLSS - Cash 4 Cars

All makes & models, any condition.
We come to you and handle all paper

work. Friendly professional buyer.
Please call now! (310) 995-5898

$$ CASH FOR CARS $$

Vehicles for sale
MITSUBISHI 
SANTA Monica
1501 Santa Monica Blvd.
Santa Monica, CA 90404
866-925-3333

2003 Subaru Impreza
28K Miles 

$19,995 VIN# 808263

2003 Honda Oydessey
16k miles Full Power

$23,995 VIN# 051902

2003 Mazda Miata
Silver/Black 28K miles

$14,495 VIN# 303036

1998 Montero Sport
$8,995 VIN# 013980

2004 Mitsubishi Spyder GT 
Silver/Black  Auto Full power

$18,995 VIN# 048757

2004 Mitsubishi Lancer
Auto Full Power, 31K Miles

$9,995 VIN# 047677

2003 Montero Sport
Blue leather, 22K miles

$16,495 VIN# 024704

1501 Santa Monica Blvd.
Santa Monica, CA 90404

866-925-3333

Instruction
CHILDREN’S PIANO Treasure House
In Santa Monica Since 1980!
Piano/harpsichord lessons. Beginning
or advanced. Call (310) 453-1064.

LANGUAGE TUTORING. Experienced
UCLA Graduate offers Spanish, French
& Italian tutoring. All levels welcome
(310) 443-4127.
VIOLIN LESSONS in Malibu for all ages
and levels. USC & Juilliard trained,
int’l competition winner (c) (213) 447-
0353.

Travel
LEARN CONVERSATIONAL French,
Spanish, or Arabic! with the traveling
Angelino. Call George at (h) (310) 453-
1913 or (c) (310) 904-3394.

For Rent
1220 S. Barrington Ave. apt 06. West
LA single with garden view,
centralized location and private
parking. Laundry rm, carpet, private
entry, Available September. 1 year
lease, no pets. $950. (310) 396-4443
x 2002.

1423 24TH ST., UNIT C.Stunning
1bed/1bath lower half of duplex. One
parking space spacious common deck
(25x25) plus eco-friendly construction
in a beautifully landscaped setting.
One year lease, no pets.
$1495/month. Call (310) 877-3074

2000 ALBERTA Ave., Apt 02, Spacious
1 BD, 1 BA apt. with large courtyard
and swimming pool. 4 blocks to the
beach. Gated private parking, laundry
room, quiet neighborhood. $1245. 1
year lease, no pets. (323) 350-3988.

2000 ALBERTA Ave., Apt 07,  Venice,
Spacious 1 BD. 4 blocks to beach.
Swimming pool. Off-street parking,
new paint, new carpet, quiet
neighborhood, laundry room. 1 year
lease. No pets. $1245. (323) 350-
3988.

SANTA MONICA $1075.00. 1 bdrm/1
bath. Appliances, Parking, NO Pets.
1935 Cloverfield Blvd., #20. Mgr: #19.

For Rent
2000 ALBERTA Ave., Apt. 03. Spacious
1bd, 1ba apts. with large courtyard
and swimming pool, 4 blocks to the
beach. Gated private parking, laundry
room, quiet neighborhood. 2000
Alberta Ave. (310) 823-0354. 1 year
lease, no pets. $1100.

30 HORIZON Ave., #6. Venice Beach,
studio 1/2 block from the beach, new
paint, new carpet and vinyl, very
clean, large closet. One year lease. No
pets. $950. (310) 466-9256.
39 SUNSET Ave., Venice Beach, 1
bdrm, 1 ba. Great location 1/2 block to
the beach. Fresh paint. 1 year lease,
no pets. $1045 (310) 401-0027.
52 DUDLEY AVE., #A. Room in a house
with shared bathroom. The house has
a lot of charm.  This unit faces the
walk street and has plenty of light.
Freshly painted and cleaned. 1 block
from the beach. $695/month. 1 year
lease. No pets, no smoking.
(310) 396-4443 x 2002.
671 BROADWAY Ave. Charming 1
bedroom cottage with front porch,
hardwood floors, and claw foot tub in
bathroom. 3 blocks to Abbot Kinney
Blvd and 6 blocks to the beach.
$1175 per month. 1 year lease, no
pets. Call (310) 396-4443 x 2002.

816 PACIFIC Ave., #1. Bright beautiful
2 bedroom apt in duplex with
hardwood floors, double glazed
windows and new fixtures.
Dishwasher W/D in unit. Beautifully
remodeled unit. Parking included, one
block to the beach, must see to
believe. $2995/month, 1 year lease,
(310) 396-4443 x 2002.
816 PACIFIC Ave., #2. Large 2-
bedroom apt in ideal location. Close to
the  beach and parking too. Super
modern kitchen featuring stainless
steel and granite counters. High end
upgrades throughout. A must see.
$3150/month, one year lease and no
pets. (310) 396-4443 x 2002.
BEAUTIFUL, PRIME location. North of
Wilshire, SM. Exceptionally large.
3bdrm/ 2bath or 2bdrm/ 2bath. Just
renovated. And redecorated.  Front/
Rear Entrance. Front/Rear Yard.
Hardwood Flooring. Appliances.
$2695 2bdrm/ 2bath. $2995
3bdrm/2bath. (310) 395-1495. 917
Lincoln Blvd. All units front apts. Open
house Saturdays and Sundays 10am-
1pm.

BEVERLY HILLS- 342 N. Oakhurst
Drive, Unit A. 1+1, upper bright unit.
Stove, fridge, carpets, dishwashers,
blinds, garage parking, no pets.
$1575/mo, $300 off move-in.
(310) 578-7512.

CLSS - Beautiful Montana Gardens

Room and Board
401 Montana Avenue

Your home away from home.

Daily meals, laundry, housekeep-
ing, utilities, and cable. Various
Apartment sizes. Seniors and all
ages welcome.

NOW AVAILABLE
Starting at $2,000/MO
(310) 245-9436

BEAUTIFUL
MONTANA GARDENS

CLSS - Elly Nesis the Best RentalsBEST
RENTALS

ELLY NESIS CO. INC
(310) 396-4443

ellynesis.com

MAR VISTA 11916 and 11932
Courtleigh Dr. 1+1, stove, fridge,
laundry, parking, blinds, utilities
included, no pets. $900/mo and up
(310) 737-7933.

For Rent
CLSS - First Time Buyers
FIRST TIME

BUYERS
Why rent when
you can own?

Free computerized list of
homes available with no

money down, under
$13,00/a month.

Free recorded message.
1-800-451-7243

ID #1051

ROQUE & Mark Co.
2802 Santa Monica Blvd.
310-828-7525
Sales, rentals, property
management.

RENTALS AVAILABLE, NO PETS
ALLOWED
For listings, please go to
www.roque-mark.com

RENTALS AVAILABLE
NO PETS ALLOWED

SANTA MONICA
828 11th St. $825

Single, low income unit call
for details

1249 Lincoln  $975
Lower single, new carpet,

blinds, & paint

942 7th St. $1225
Lower 1 bed, new carpet &

blinds, many upgrades

828 11th St. $1750
Upper 2 bed, new carpet &

stove, steps to Montana

OFFICE SPACE
1247 Lincoln   $550

2nd floor, 400 SF, two rooms,
negotiable lease terms

WEST L.A.⁄PALMS

1721 Westgate, WLA, $750
Upper bachelor, hot plate &

fridge,  laundry room

10906 S.M. Blvd., WLA, $875
Upper single, near UCLA,
large closet, laundry room

3653 Keystone, Palms, $1200
Upper 2 bed, 11⁄2 baths new

kitchen & bath linoleum 

SALES • RENTALS 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

ROQUE &
MARK Co.

2802 Santa Monica Blvd.

310-828-7525

FOR MORE LISTINGS GO TO
WWW.ROQUE-MARK.COM

FREE RENTAL Lists & No Fee 
Rentals. Sullivan-Dituri Company. 
2111 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica, CA
90403.
SANTA MONICA (1317 Princeton St.
#4)
$2550, 3bedroom, 1.75bath, upper,
carpet, stove, refrigerator,
dishwasher, ceiling fan, balcony-deck,
crown molding, laundry, 3car parking,
no pets. 1 yr. lease
Contact:Sullivan-Dituri Co. (310) 453-
3341

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737
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For Rent

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
310-869-7901

Happy Apartment Hunting!

PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE
FOR COMPLETE LISTINGS AT:
www.howardmanagement.com

MAR VISTA 3909 Centinela Ave., 2+1
$1525/mo. Stove, curtains, carpet,
fireplace, ceiling fans, washer/dryer
hook-ups, one car garage, front and
backyard. No pets (310) 578-7512.

SANTA MONICA $1100/mo
1bdrm/1bath. No pets. Refrigerator,
stove, tile, large closets, hardwood
floors. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $1175/mo.
1bdrm/1bath. Charming garden apt.
No pets. Refrigerator, stove, patio,
carpets. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $1200/mo,
1bdrm/1bath. Refrigerator, stove,
laundry, swimming pool, gated
parking, gas/electric included.
( 3 1 0 ) 3 9 5 - R E N T
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1450/mo,
2bdrm/2bath. Hardwood floors,
laundry, vertical blinds, parking
included. Cat ok. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderental.com
SANTA MONICA $1680/mo large
1bdrm/1bath with garage. Hardwood
floors, new tile in kitchen & bathroom.
Quiet building. Arizona & Franklin.
(310) 729-5367
SANTA MONICA $1695/mo,
2bdrms/2bath plus living and dining
room. Dishwasher, carpets, laundry,
parking (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $1800/mo,
2bdrm/1bath. Spacious with a view.
Balcony, fireplace, large closets,
laundry. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $2195/mo.
2bdrm/2bath, beautiful, bright condo
near Montana! Dishwasher, balcony,
carpets, garage. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $2450/mo,
3bdrms/2.5 bath. No pets. Stove,
dishwasher, patio, large closets,
laundry (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $745/mo,
1bdrm/1bath. Refrigerator,
dishwasher, balcony, carpets, large
window/closets, fireplace, parking
( 3 1 0 ) 3 9 5 - R E N T
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $911/mo,
bachelor/1bath. Poolside apartment in
historical building, laundry, one year
lease. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA Canyon, $925, large
single. In 6-plex, lower, near beach.
Parking. (661) 946-1981 or
(661) 609-3078.
SANTA MONICA, 1245 10th St. #11.
2+1, large upper unit. Stove, carpet,
blinds, laundry, parking. No pets,
$1525. $200 off move-in (310) 393-
6322

SENIORS- AFFORDABLE HOUSING
Live in a BEAUTIFUL

apt/ suite in Beverly/ Fairfax or
Santa Monica: $400-$560/month

(323) 650-7988
WESTWOOD 2+1, 619 1/2 Midvale
Ave. Upper, stove, fridge, dishwasher,
carpet, blinds, big patio, parking
space, no pets. $2200/mo. $300 off
move-in. (310) 578-7512

Houses For Rent
2447 31ST Street. Cute Sunset Park
house. Very cozy, lots of charm and
close to everything. Call now because
it will go fast! One year lease. No pets.
$2995. Call (310) 877-3074

679 SAN Juan Ave. Very charming
Venice house. Historic craftsman style
home close to the beach and
commercial centers. Custom wood
floors, master bedroom suite,
charming garden and decks. Lots of
personality. $2950. One year lease.
Call (310) 396-4443 x 2002
SUNSET PARK: 2bdrm house + bonus
room/1 3/4 bath. Double garage.

Houses For Rent
Large yard with spa. No pets. 1202
Cedar Ave. $3200/mo. Agent
(310) 371-7300.

Commercial Lease
NAI CAPITAL Commercial
Christina S. Porter, Vice President
Approximately 1,450 sq.ft., Deli/Retail
for Sublease/Lease at 3rd and
Wilshire
(310) 806-6104
cporter@naicapital.com

(310)440-8500 x104

Christina
S. Porter

Vice President

310-440-8500 x.104

1,164 sf of creative office. Newly remodeled. Turn Key.

Roll up door. Phone system, furniture included. $3.00pkg

(310) 806-6104 cporter@naicapital.com

CREATIVE OFFICES For Lease

Prime Santa Monica area, near beach,
restaurants and 3rd Street. The three
offices may be leased together -or-
individually.

Call Dannielle Hernandez to view at
(310) 393-3993 ext. 218.
DOWNTOWN SANTA MONICA Private
Office Approx. 280 sq/ft, Windows/
A/C, 310-394-3645
OFFICE SPACE available in central
location. Close to business centers
and commercial districts yet close to
the beach for that quick get away!
Well priced at $795/month. Call Jack
@ (310) 396-4443 x 2002.

SANTA MONICA 1452 2nd Street. Very
charming building, small offices.
Between $700/mo & $1200/mo.
Includes utilities & cleaning.
(310) 614-6462
SM GARDEN PATIO OFFICE. 2 RMS.
FRENCH DOOR AND WINDOWS.
$1450/ MONTH. (310) 395-4620

Real Estate
ASPEN MEETS Arizona
On Fire but Undervalued. Beautiful
Flagstaff, AZ. Investment Property and
Lots 310-980-9884
CLSS - Best Buy Hotline
BEST BUY HOTLIST
Reveals 10 best buys in your spe-
cific price range. Free recorded
message: 877-881-6308 ID#
1040. Keller Williams Realty

BUYING & Selling call: Brent Parsons
at (310) 943-7657 & Thomas
Khammar (310) 943-7656

&Buying
Selling

Brent
(brent@pwrhteam.com)

Thomas
(thomas@pwrhteam.com)

(310) 482-2015
Call us for any of your Real Estate needs.

We can make your dreams a reality

ThePowerhouseTeam

Thomas

Brent

Real Estate
CLSS - How to Buy A

The Co-Op Home Buying Network

How To Buy A
Home In Any City

No Down, No Credit & No Qualifying!

Mentorship Program for Students
Investors Welcome!

888-255-9999 x1001
www.BuyRealEstate.biz

Licensed Real Estate Agent

PAC WEST MORTGAGE
2212 Lincoln Blvd. in Santa Moncia
1-888-FOR-LOAN
310-392-9223

We Feature 100% interest only loans

Rob Schultz, Broker
Licensed California
Broker #01218743

Equal Housing Lender

PAC
WEST
MORTGAGE
2212 Lincoln Blvd in Santa Monica

1-888-FOR-LOAN
310 392-9223

New option ARM .95%
100% Financing to

$1.5 Million

$650,000
1ST $520,000 @ 5.25% $2,275 P⁄MO
2ND $130,000 @7.75% $834 P⁄MO
Total: $3,114.00 P/MO

* Not Including Tax & Insurance

ROB
SCHULTZ

BROKER
LICENSED CALIFORNIA

BROKER #01218743

WE FEATURE
100%

INTEREST ONLY
LOANS

VERY AGGRESSIVE RATES
30 YEAR FIXED RATES

JUST REDUCED! JUST 5.375%
30 YEAR FIXED 5.875%

10 YEAR/1 ARM 5.75%

7 YEAR/1 ARM 5.625%

5 YEAR/1 ARM 5.375%**

3 YEAR/1 ARM 5.125%**

1 YEAR/1 ARM 5.125%

6 MO./6 MO. ARM 4.375%

1 MO./1 MO. ARM 1.0%*

*Rates subject to change
* As of August 16, 2005

** Denotes an interest only loan

Real Estate
CLSS - Where To Turn

Where to Turn
When Your Home

Doesn’t Sell
Read this Free Report

before relisting your home,
and discover 4 critical issues to
ensure that your home sells fast

and for top dollar.
Free recorded message

ID# 1019.
www.matillarealty.com

1-888-465-4534

NE TUCSON Arizona
Huge 4 bed 3 Bath Ranch Home, Pool,
Writers Paradise
$489,000 310-980-9884

Massage
BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal your
body, mind, spirit. Therapeutic,
Swedish, Deep-tissue. Energy
balancing. Strictly non-sexual.
Introductory specials from $50.00/1hr.
Lynda, L.M.T. (310) 749-0621

CLSS - Oriental Girls

ORIENTAL GIRLS
#1 PROFESSIONAL
MASSAGE ENVIRONMENT!!!

EXCELLENT!!!
(310) 842-3986

10% Valid through 9/1-9/5
3300 Overland Ave #204OFF

CLSS - Sports Massage $25

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong and
tender relaxing body work by mature
Europen. Very Professional, Sonja
(310) 397-0433.

MASSAGE TO MAKE 
YOU FEEL GREAT!

Reduced pain and tightness. 
Improved sports performance.

Beachfront studio on Ocean Ave.
(310) 930-5884

www.nydoo.com/massage

Announcements

Business Opps
A $3,000 Weekly Income. In demand
$3,000 profits, easy. $1,995 start up,
no selling required. Entrepreneur
Walter Fukunaga (800) 704-7344 ID
3595 WF.

Yard Sales
VARIETY SALE: HUGE Multi-Family.
Saturday the 10th. 1115 19th St.,
Santa Monica.

Notices
ABANDONED CAR being claimed.
Chrysler New Yorker license #
2ZMD102. 1449 Wellesley Ave.,
SM/LA (310) 254-7351.

Your ad could run here!
✆ Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737

Private and Group

Equipment provided

CPR certified

310-920-1265

camp@learntosurfla.com

Surf Lessons

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737

FILE YOUR
DBA WITH THE
DAILY PRESS

310-458-7737
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P R O M O T E  Y O U R   B U S I N E S S  I N  T H E  S A N T A  M O N I C A

CLSS - Expert Handyman

Expert Handyman Services
(310) 322-6975

302 West Grand Avenue, Suite 8, El Segundo, CA 90245

www.handymanondemand.com

CLSS - 877-WE-GETEM

877-WE-GET-EM
WE CAN FIND AND SERVE ANYBODY, ANYWHERE, ANYTIME.

Restraining orders & judgement collections our specialty.
lawhotline@aol.com

Services

Cleaning
CLSS - Home

Aury Bonilla  (323) 605-7197

Thorough Cleaning
Houses & Offices

Competitive Rates
Dependable Personalized Service

Great References

Quality
Cleaning

HOUSECLEANING SPECIAL

STARTING AT $99

CLSS - Shampoo CarpetMester Carpet Cleaner
Shampoo Carpet • Stripper & Wax

Buffing Marble & Granite

Ask For Hani
24 Hrs/7 Days A Week

Fast Dry Guaranteed

Tel: 310-349-0222
Cell: 310-600-4339

Gen. Contracting
A.C. CONSTRUCTION commercial &
residential remodel. Honest and
Reliable. Free estimates. Call
(310)278-5380. Fax: (310)271-4790.
Lic# 801884 Fully insured.

A/C CONSTRUCTION
General Construction

Commercial & Residential
Remodel & Add ons

Honest • Reliable
FREE ESTIMATES
— Sabbath Observed—

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

CLSS - Roofing Repairs

Services
CLSS - The LevelThe Level Goes On

Before The Spike Goes In

Romero Rain Gutters
Seamless Aluminum Gutters
Custom Made Color Match

Your Home or Building

(310) 408-5900 or (310) 534-3075

Repairs • Cleaning
Copper Galvanized

Free Estimate

Ask for Jose Romero
Lic. #834699

Handyman
CLSS - Westside Guys

WESTSIDE GUYS
Full Service Handymen

CARPENTRY, ELEC., PAINT, ETC...
TERMITE AND DRY ROT REPAIR

ROOF REPAIR AND WATER DAMAGE
BOB 35/HR (310) 266-6348

CALEB 25/HR (310) 409-3244

Health
CLSS - Dr. Lucas

Services

Instruction
CLSS - Learn to Play

GUITAR
THE VALLEY’S BEST GUITAR
TEACHER IS NOW IN SANTA MONICA

PLAY YOUR FAVORITE SONGS
ROCK, BLUES, FOLK, COUNTRY

GREAT WITH KIDS
GET STARTED TODAY...(818)693-0744
MFITZGIBBON@ADELPHIA.NET

LEARN TO PLAY

CLSS - Salsa!

LEARN
TO SALSA
Tango & Pole Dancing Too!

FREE FIRST
SALSA LESSON

With a package of 10 lessons.
Limited time. Call now.
(310) 392-3493
www.isabellasalsa.com

Insurance
CLSS - Health Insurance

SELF EMPLOYED?
NEED INSURANCE?
• GREAT RATES
• A+ RATED COVERAGE

DOUGLAS FURUKAWA
(619) 977-8559

Services
CLSS - IS Unaffordable?

IS UNAFFORDABLE
HEALTH INSURANCE
YOUR PROBLEM?

Call Dave Hagberg
for the answers

(800) 801-6777
46 Years in the Business

Moving & Storage
BEST MOVERS, no job too small!
2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ. Free
prep & boxes. Discount for handicap &
seniors! 
Since 1975, Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193, (310) 300-9194

BEST MOVERS
No job too small

2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ.

Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193  (310) 300-9194

Painting & Tiling
CLSS - Diamond Red Painting

DIAMOND RED PAINTING
AND HANDYMAN SERVICE
A professional painting contractor

License #809274

(818) 420-9565 (Pager)
(818) 415-5189 (Cell)

Senior
Discount
Available

CLSS - Interior and ExteriorMETICULOUS PAINTING

& DRYWALL
Interior & Exterior•FREE Estimates
References Available.
10 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Call Joe: 447-8957

Services
PAINTING
TOP quality A&A
Custom, Interior and Exterior
Free quote, call Jeff Arrieta (310) 560-
9864
PAINTING

Top quality A&A
Custom, Interior 

and Exterior

Free quote, 
call Jeff Arrieta
(310) 560-9864

Personal Services

Pet Services

CLSS - Sofa

Can’t afford
another sofa?

Training that dog
you love is a lot less

expensive.

Life of Riley Dog Training
(310) 581-5152

www.rileydogtraining.com

Photography
CLSS - Headshots

Services
CLSS - We Print the Best

392-22283
1
0

3110 Main St.• Ste 102 • Santa Monica
Free Parking (Enter on Marine)

www.photo-grafica.com
OPEN M-F 9-7, SAT 10-6

Send your photos via the web
& pick them up the same day

PHOTO
GRAFICA
We print the best looking photos in L.A.

B/W & Sepia Prints
Photo restorations

Passports while u-wait
Wallets to posters

Tailoring
ONE HOUR Alterations, hemming,
jeans, pants, skirts, etc. Made by
professional Call Michael (310) 980-
2674 

Therapy
CLSS - Still Smoking?

Life is short —
Why make it shorter

STILL 
SMOKING?

Certified
Hypnotherapist

John J. McGrail, C.Ht.

(310) 235-2883
www.hypnotherapylosangeles.com

Transportation
YOU SHOULD call: 
Taxi! Taxi!
24 hours a day, 7 days per week in
Santa Monica
Limousine rides at taxi rates
(310) 828-223324 hours a day

7 Days per Week in Santa Monica
All Mercedes Taxi Service!

10% off meter
with mention of Ad

Please call:

828-2233
Computer Services

CLSS - thenerdsquad.net

Your ad could run here!
✆ Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

RUN YOUR DBAs IN THE DAILY PRESS FOR ONLY $60.
INCLUDES RECEIPT AND PROOF OF PUBLICATION. CALL US TODAY @ (310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737
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NEW CARS
17TH & WILSHIRE•SANTA MONICA
1-800-MY-MERCEDES

PRE-OWNED CARS
1308 SANTA MONICA BLVD•SM

310-453-2045

WWW.MBZSANTAMONICA.COM
All advertised prices exclude government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document preparation charges and any emission testing charge. Ad expires 09/09/05

1•800•MY•MERCEDES1•800•MY•MERCEDES W.I.SIMONSON INC.W.I.SIMONSON INC.

SPECIAL! $500 CREDIT TOWARD ANY PRE-OWNED PURCHASE! BRING IN THIS ADBRING IN THIS AD

SANTA MONICA
W.I.SIMONSONINC.W.I.SIMONSONINC.

SANTA MONICA
CELEBRATING 67 YEARS INSANTA MONICA

5 AT THIS LEASE PAYMENT
+88¢ +TAX PER MONTH
FOR 39 MONTHS
FULLY EQUIPPED

$329.88 + tax first months payment for 39 months on approved credit. $3127 cap cost
reduction + $795 acquisition fee = $3922 total due at signing ($0 security deposit). MSRP
$34,620. Tier 1 Credit. 10K Miles/yr. 20¢ per mile excess. OTHERS AT SIMILAR SAVINGS.

NEW 2005 C230

$329$329

SPORTS
SEDAN

5 AT THIS LEASE PAYMENT
+88¢ +TAX PER MONTH
FOR 39 MONTHS

$449.88 + tax first months payment for 39 months on approved credit. $3530 cap cost reduc-
tion + $795 acquisition fee = $4325 total due at signing ($0 security deposit). MSRP $50,770.
Tier 1 Credit. 10K Miles/yr. 20¢ per mile excess. OTHERS AT SIMILAR SAVINGS.

2006 E350 SEDAN

$449$4495 AT THIS LEASE PAYMENT
+89¢ +TAX PER MONTH
FOR 39 MONTHS

$329.88 + tax first months payment for 39 months on approved credit. $3117 cap cost
reduction + $795 acquisition fee = $3912 total due at signing ($0 security deposit). MSRP
$33,725. Tier 1 Credit. 10K Miles/yr. 20¢ per mile excess. OTHERS AT SIMILAR SAVINGS.

2006 C280

$329$329

LUXURY
SEDAN

LIMITED TERM FINANCING
ON SELECT PRE-OWNED MERCEDES-BENZ
ON ABOVE AVERAGE CREDIT • APR OFFER ONLY FOR  C-CLASS AND E-CLASS
MERCEDES-BENZ CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED VEHICLES AND TIER 1 CUSTOMERS ONLY.2.9%

APR

MERCEDES-BENZ CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED PROGRAM INCLUDES
7 DAY TRIAL EXCHANGE • 1 YEAR/100,000 MILE WARRANTY

M-CLASS
01 ML320 1A273135 $23,995
00 ML430 YA151367 $24,995
01 ML 430 1A285664 $25,995
02 ML500 2A295671 $28,995
03 ML350 3A438166 $29,995
04 ML350 4A504775 $31,995
03 ML500 3A376028 $33,995
05 ML350 5A531007 $38,995
06 ML350 6A009240 $47,995
06 ML500 6A009165 $48,995

S+CL-CLASS
02 S500 2A281460 $46,995
00 CL500 YA005854 $46,995
03 S500 3A319835 $53,995
02 CL500 2A020678 $53,995
05 CL500 5A044483 $77,995

SPECIALTIES
03 HONDA ACCORD EX 3A072804 $19,995
03 AUDI A6 3N029213 $21,995
04 FORD F150 LARIAT4NB06082$21,995
02 SLK 230 2F259978 $28,995
01 ML55 AMG 1A255768 $29,995
04 SLK 230 4F300571 $34,995
04 BMW 530i 4B064225 $39,995
05 SL600 SF091954 $119,995

E-CLASS
97 E320 VA401559 $13,995
01 E320 WAG 1B262769 $25,995
02 E430 2B493536 $29,995
02 E320 2B490153 $29,995
03 E320 3A327425 $37,995
03 E500 3A103813 $41,995
04 E320 WAG 4A380653 $43,995
04 E320 WAG 4A513481 $43,995
05 E500 5A664312 $52,995

C-CLASS
00C230 YF937524 $17,995
02 C230K 2A334273 $21,995
03 C320 3F390380 $22,995
02 C320 2E006930 $24,995
02 C240 2F147689 $26,995
01 C320 IF085561 $28,995
02 CLK320 2T122606 $33,995
03 CLK320 3F034874 $37,995
04 CLK320 4F120127 $38,995
04 CLK500CAB 4T024677 $53,995

MANAGER’S 
SPECIALS

’02 CL500 $55,995
2A023612

’03 SL500 $72,995
3F009144


