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NEWS OF THE WEIRD
BY CHUCK SHEPARD

¥

B Games Floridians Play: Shannon
Kramer, 35, was hospitalized with seri-
ous burns after (according to police) try-
ing to toss a lighted firework at his girl-
friend from his car during an argument;
however, he overestimated the burn
time, and it went off in his hands
(Jacksonville, Fla., March). And Aravis
Walker, 23, was killed when his car
exploded during a session in which he
would light fireworks and toss them out
the window at passersby; one of the fire-
works didn’t clear the window but rico-
cheted to the back seat, where it ignited
the rest of Walker’s fireworks.

M In July, a transit system police officer
in Washington, D.C., arrested, hand-
cuffed and searched Stephanie Willett,
45, an Environmental Protection Agency
scientist, detaining her at a police station
for about three hours because she was
finishing up the chewing of her PayDay
candy bar inside a Metrorail station, in
violation of the no-eating rule. Transit
officials pointed out that Willett had been
warned by the officer a minute before
not to enter the station while eating the
candy bar, but she thought if it was com-
pletely in her mouth as she walked in,
she was safe..
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“My music is best understood by
children and animals.”
lcor STARVINSKY (1882-1971)
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Chain gang

A group of kids play their day away on Wednesday at Clover Park.

Crill Hansen/Special to the Daily Press

Chamber urges to up the ante

By Daily Press staff

SIXTH STREET — The local
chamber of commerce has thrown
its support behind both a $135
million bond measure and a tax
increase on hotel rooms, both of
which will be decided on by vot-
ers this November.

The Santa Monica Chamber of

Commerce Board of Directors
recently endorsed the multi-mil-
lion dollar bond introduced by
Santa Monica College a few
months ago. If approved by 55
percent of city voters, the bond
will provide for the construction
and upgrades to several buildings
at SMC, new open space in Santa

See CHAMBER, page 7

Fundraiser guilty
of bilking school
to turn himself in

BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

A celebrity fundraiser who
bilked a private school in Santa
Monica out of more than $500,000
will turn himself into authorities
this month.

Aaron Tonken was sentenced
last week to 63 months in prison
for his scheme to defraud donors
and underwriters in connection
with his promotion and production
of charitable events. United States
District Court Judge Dale S.
Fischer ordered Tonken to pay
approximately $3.8 million in resti-
tution to his victims, and placed

him on supervised release for three
years. Tonken was ordered to
report to United States Marshals,
who will designate a correctional
institution for him on Sept. 22.
Tonken, who faces separate
civil lawsuits with similar charges,
pleaded guilty on Dec. 9, 2003, to
mail and wire fraud for setting up
elaborate charity fundraisers, and
then keeping profits for himself.
He has since filed for bankruptcy.
Westside Waldorf School on
Fourth Street is one of the victims
named in a civil suit, which was
levied by the State of California
Attorney General’s Office this

See CHARITY CASE, page 6

Surf and turf: PCH
a dangerous divider

BY GENEVA WHITMARSH
Daily Press Staff Writer

PCH — Rich Sproul is a self-
described risktaker of a surfer who
braves crushing waves on a regu-
lar basis. But the one thing that
truly frightens him? The dart he
must make across the Pacific
Coast Highway each time he parks
his car and heads for the ocean.

“I’ve almost been hit at least 20
times by people who are on the
white line or a little over it,” said
Sproul, 45 and a Santa Monica
resident. “I’m not scared of much,
but that highway does scare me.”

Sproul is one of hundreds of
pedestrians who routinely park
along the highway, then dodge

Sax great Clemons to headline Twilight’s swan song

By Daily Press staff

Summer is drawing to a close
and, tonight, so is the weekly
Thursday Twilight Dance Series.

The featured artist is Clarence
Clemons, whose career spans
three decades. Clemons is widely
known for the distinctive saxo-
phone sound that he has con-

tributed to bands such as his own
Red Bank Rockers, the Jerry
Garcia Band, The Grateful Dead,
and Ringo Starr’s All Starr Band.
However, for the past 20 years he
has been most widely revered as a
star member of Bruce Spring-
steen’s E Street Band, which some
deem the greatest rock ’n’ roll
band in the world.

The Temple of Soul, is the
crowning achievement on Clem-
ons’ long and distinguished list of
accomplishments. A 12-piece
metro-rock unit, Clemons leads the
ensemble of musical talent through
a labyrinth of dynamic songs. The
result is a “communion of soulful
sax, rocking guitar and spirited

traffic to get to the beach. It’s a
risk he says is worth the reward, as
the waves along the coastline are
widely known for their appeal to
surfers.

There haven’t been any acci-
dental pedestrian-vehicle colli-
sions this year in the area from
Topanga Beach to Mulholland
Highway, according to officials at
the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s
Department Lost Hills station.
Last year, there were four acci-
dents, with alcohol considered a
contributing factor in two of the
mishaps.

But earlier this week, Sproul
happened upon a vehicle-pedestri-

See ROAD RAGE, page 6

See JOY OF SAX, page 7

Clarence Clemons

GABY SCHKUD

LEARNING MUSIC EXCERCISES

GOING TO THE BEACH OR THE BOWL

THE MIND! PLAYING MUSIC

RELIEVES STRESS \Q\\

WE TEACH YOU HOW TO PLAY!

(310) 453-1928

1901 Santa Monica Blvd. in Santa Monica

The name you can depend on!
Serving sellers and buyers
on the Westside.

COLDAUELL

Call IZZY’S and your order
will be waiting for you

SANTA MONICA

MUSIC

CENTER

Open 24 Hours

‘w‘n 1433 Wilshire Blvd at 15th St

310-394-1131

2444 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 102
Santa Monica, CA 90403

(310) 586-0308
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BUILDING A BETTER BURGER

URS M-TH:11AM-10PM FRI-SAT:11AM-11PM SUN:12PM-9PM
901 Ocean Park Blvd in Santa Monica ¢ 310.399.8383

Jewelry made with

aAssion

lasts a lzfetzme

Visit today and see the difference family makes.

At Readers Fine Jewelers, we treat our clients
like part of the family. Loyal service, the best quality,
value and a great reputation.

Do something fun, Virgo!

331 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica * 2 Hours Free Parking (Behind Store)

310.451.1349 * www. readersjewelers,com

Eddie Guerboian

GOODTOEAT

BREAKFAST * LUNCH ¢« TAKE OUT
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LET'S GET ACQUAINTED!

Buy one sandwich, salad, or entree
and get a second item of equal value or
less for 50% off. Offer valid for first
time customers only. Offer applies to
take out orders only.

Offer expires September 30, 2004. Offer valid only upon presentation of this ad.

313 Wilshire Blvd. santa Monica « California

Hours: M-F 8-5 Sat 10-5

310-656-0012

0

MEDITERRANEAN CUISINE

% OFF YOUR CHECK

20%

WITH THIS AD. VALID WITH THIS COUPON ONLY. NOT VALID WITH ANY
OTHER DISCOUNTS. FOOD ITEMS ONLY. NOT VALID ON HOLIDAYS

\\OQQ\H bQ}

French ¢ Greek ¢ Italian ® Mediterranean Restaurant

Dinner ...«

Beginning at Five O’Clock pm.

Early Bird Special 5pm-6:30pm $13.95

Catering and Private Parties Available

1928 Lincoln Boulevard in Santa Monica (1 Block South of Pico)

(310) 396-4039

Sunset

Mediterranean
All your delivery needs: 11Am 2:30PM 4pPM 9:00PM Everyday

Grill

with a Twist

A Fantastic Spot for Breakfast

Our Breakfast is Great!
CREPES ¢ OMELETTES

GREAT SPECIALS
AVAILABLE

DELIVERY

CATERING

for your office parties

*We Have Gourmet Cakes & Pies*

BREAKFAST m LUNCH E DINNER
Open from 7:30am - 9pm m Closed Sundays & Holidays

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS The stars show the kind of day you'll have:

*x %k k-Dynamic Kk kk-Positive *kx-Average **-So0-so -Difficult

@ ARIES (March 21-April 19)

%% %% You could feel uptight when deal-
ing with others. Don’t. Discussions open up, and
your creativity flows even more. Avoid
overindulging, which might be your nature right
now. Brainstorm and get your life and day mov-
ing. Tonight: Your treat.

@ TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

A% %% * Finally, you gain some insight into a
family member. This person often leads you to fun
and celebration. Curb spending if possible. An expen-
diture might please you and add to the enjoyment of
your home. Tonight: Use that animal magnetism.

@ GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

%% %% Use the morning and your charm
to gain more of what you want. You naturally feel
better and decide that you can talk and open up.
Indulgence occurs because of relief. Leave work

as soon as possible, even if you take work home.
Tonight: A personal night.

@ CANCER (June 21-July 22)
* %% %% You drive a hard bargain,

though with that smile on your face you know
what you are doing. Use your midday break to buy
some cards for a loved one or friends in general.
Let someone know how much you appreciate him
or her. Tonight: Celebrate.

@ LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

%% %% You might need to clear the air
with friends. Also, stabilizing your checkbook
helps you gain a better sense of self-control. You
might be in the mood to spend money on an

image change. Talk about ways of gaining profes-
sionally. Tonight: Work late.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

@ %% %% Your ideas might need some
backing up. Present your ideas with hard, cold
facts. Someone might deny you funds or extra
money. Take a stand, but don’t assume control. A
discussion might be a bit wild, though you under-
stand someone better as a result. Tonight: Choose
something different.

@ LIBRA (Sept. 23-0ct. 22)

* k%% Others seek you out. You sigh
with relief as you come to the end of a confusing
period. Make calls. Start thinking about a trip,
workshop or an experience that will open up your
mind. An associate stands by you. Tonight: Discuss
possibilities with someone you care about.

@ SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

24 % %% Finish work. A partner and a
request during a meeting help you clear out even
faster than you thought. Willingly discuss ideas
with a family member who understands you.
Return calls later in the day. Tonight: Be among the
crowds. Follow another’s suggestion.

@ SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

K2 &% k%% Your imagination helps soothe
others’ anxieties. You quickly find solutions. Others
come forward and become more helpful. Problems
surround relationships and those in charge. Take
your time clearing the air. Tonight: Do something
nurturing for yourself.

r@ CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

48] %% Lie low during the day and watch
work-related matters unfold. You finally get facts
and only facts to deal with. Detach and view a

developing situation. Avoid getting involved if pos-
sible. Tonight: Start your weekend early.

@ AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

%k ** A difficult partner now opens up.
In fact, others in general reveal more of what might
be ailing them. Keep conversations going, without
making a judgment, for now. What you hear in the
next few days makes sense. Tonight: Head on home.

@ PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

RS x4 You stil might be fidgeting with
your finances. Use care when involving others in
your personal business. A change involving your
home becomes a possibility. You cannot help but
relax and ease up. Tonight: At a favorite spot.
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LOCAL

Conventional wisdom:
Of whirlwinds, loopholes

BY MARK WRIGHTON
Special to the Daily Press

The 2004 Republican National Con-
vention shifted into high gear on Tuesday
as the focus moved from foreign to
domestic policy. Another sign of the con-
vention’s faster pace was the sharp
increase in the number of places I wanted
to be at any given time. Of course, by this
I mean the number of receptions and par-
ties honoring various party dignitaries.

As a member of the New Hampshire
Republican Party (but hiding behind the
“undeclared” label available in the
Granite State), [ have access to the break-
fast and social events given for the dele-
gation throughout the week. The state’s
status as a 2004 presidential battleground
and its first-in-the-nation presi-
dential primary encouraged
visits to the New
Hampshire events from
prominent party mem- *
bers — some of whom
just might be thinking
about a run in 2008.
Senate Majority
Leader Bill Frist
(Tenn.), Sen. Chuck
Hagel (Neb.) and New
York Gov. George Pataki
have spoken to the dele-
gates. Many state delegations
will see none of these officials at
all this week.

Tuesday afternoon found me facing a
choice among three places I wanted to be.
[ was interested in seeing George H. W.
Bush and George P. Bush at a reception
put on by the Hispanic Alliance for
Progress Institute at the Roosevelt Hotel;
the NASCAR reception at Chelsea Piers
and the American Association of Political
Consultants event at The Loft in
Midtown. I opted to see the 41st president
of the United States and went to the
Roosevelt Hotel.

The reception was in an ornately-deco-
rated and spacious ballroom of the
Roosevelt Hotel. Before the former presi-
dent and his grandson spoke, the emcee
exhorted us to thank the corporate spon-
sors (after all, the watered-down sangria
did not just magically appear).

This — and similar episodes at other
events this week — prompted me to con-
sider the cost of the convention, the sup-
porting events, and campaigns in general.

” REPUBLICAN ) *

NATIONAL CONVENT gy

In the political system, there is angst
about the cost of elections and the alleged
influence of money. Some believe that the
Bipartisan Campaign Finance Reform Act
of 2002 (BCFRA) actually made great
strides in limiting the influence of money
in elections. The enormous costs of the
convention go a long way toward contra-
dicting that belief, however.

According to the Campaign Finance
Institute (www.cfinst.org), the Demo-
cratic convention cost $65 million, and
the Grand OId Party here in New York
$110 million. Combined, the parties
raised a little more than $100 million of
the cost from private contributors, which
is up from about $9 million in 1992. A
ruling by the Federal Election Commis-

sion created this “loophole” in cam-
paign finance rules. Thus,
despite  BCFRA’s  best
efforts to ban “soft
* money” contributions to
the parties, private
* interests have a means
. to continue to con-
* tribute large sums to
the parties’ efforts.
But one must also
remember the hundreds
of parties and receptions
being held throughout
= Gotham this week.
Whether someone will think
more highly of corporations, or
work to provide them with government
“goodies” as a result of these parties is a
point for debate. Some are concerned with
the surface appearance of impropriety
while still others worry about the access
and influence gained by sponsorship of
these events. Others might just scratch
their heads and wonder if anyone can
actually be bought with a couple of glass-
es of watered-down sangria.

Despite reformers’ best efforts to
choke the supply, money always finds a
way into the political world. Most times,
reform efforts geared toward removing
the influence of money in the system
actually lead to more of it floating around
in unanticipated ways. True reform will
come, not by eliminating money from the
system, but by sending more men and
women of incorruptible integrity to office.

(Mark Wrighton is spending the year in
Washington as a congressional fellow. He
can be reached at Cajunman@aol.com).

FRESH MEXICAN & MEDITERRANEAN GRILL

BREAKFAST .

Buy One Huge Taco
Get a FREE soda
plus one taco FREE

We have the best burritos and gyros in LA
Dineln e TakeOut ¢ Delivery & Catering
Offers valid only in our West Los Angeles

location with mention of this ad.

HOURS 10 AM - 9PM,

17336 Sunset Blvd., Pacific Palisades, CA 90272
Phone (310) 459-7380 Fax (310) 459-3187

LUNCH .

CLOSED SUNDAY

12231 Santa Monica Blvd., West L.A., CA 90025 (crossstreet Wellestey Ave)
Phone (310) 207-1565 Fax (310) 207-1566 Limited delivery area, $10 minimum

DINNER

Buy one Gyro

or Falafel Plate

Get a FREE soda
and baklava
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s SURF

REPORT

Expect 2-3 ft.+, knee- to chest-high sets, occasionally 4 ft.

and poor-fair conditions.

The southerly swell mix really backs down by Thursday,

although it looks like we will start to see some s

local NW windswell through the day. Most spots will hold in the

ankle-waist high range while the well-expose
some bigger sets.

Write us at wood@smdp.com and tell us what the surf is doing today

at your local break.
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The Surf Report is sponsored by:
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festyle Shop %

1451 THIRD STREET PROMENADE
IN SANTA MONICA - 310.656.CURL

Some 2,500 delegates descended upon
New York City this week for the
Republican National Convention.

Pre-convention polls showed the race
to be evenly split, as Democratic chal-
lenger John Kerry has lost some of the
steam garnered in Boston a month ago.
Candidates traditionally enjoy a bounce in
popularity immediately following conven-
tions. A Time magazine poll suggests that
Bush has gained ground on Kerry on the

economy and Iraq.

This week, Q-Line wants to know, “Do
the national conventions typically affect
the way you vote? Can President Bush’s
speech sway you one way or another in
light of your current leanings?”

Call (310) 285-8106 before Friday at 5
p.m. and we’ll print your response in the
weekend edition. Please limit your com-
ments to a minute our less. It might help to
think first the wording of your response.

SMALL BUSINESS
STARTUP?

Let me help you succeed

CONSULTING » BOOKKEEPING  PLANNING TAXES

SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA
(310) 395-9922

100 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1800
Santa Monica 90401
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NEIGHBORHOOD WATCHERS: Get in fouch with your inner Hero!  © 2004 WWW.FUNNYPAPERZ.COM

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
This bud’s for you

Editor:

On behalf of all the staff of Silvercrest, the Salvation Army Senior Residence in
Santa Monica, I would like to extend a special thank you to the following people
who have so generously donated plants, pots, soil and compost to the refurbishing
of our courtyard. It has meant a great deal to me to see my dream of turning this area
into a place of peace and beauty actually happening. The flowers that now grace the
planters bring smiles to the faces of the residents as they explore the courtyard to
see the progress as it takes shape.

Although there is still a lot to do and more generous donations needed to finish
the job, I want to acknowledge the people who have been the means for making this
project happen, for without them this would not have been possible:

Tom Givvin of the Marina Del Rey Garden Center; Debbie Stone of the Malibu
Gardens; Majors Cal and Glenda Prouty, Silvercrest Administrators; and Piroska
Mohos, a Silvercrest resident.

And to all the Silvercrest residents who have dug into their pockets to donate
money towards the project. It uplifts my spirit to receive such generosity from the
people in our community.

Eunice Scott
Santa Monica

Thank you, Officer Joe

Editor:

Regarding the article “Officer Joe Analco: From the streets to the beat” (SMDP,
Aug. 23, page 1), I am writing this editorial in response to the outstanding interview
with Officer Joe. Over the many years, the youth of the community heard the ice-
breaker of Officer Joe’s change of path — Officer Joe stole a vehicle never car-
jacked.

Thank you, Officer Joe, for almost two decades of heartwarming real life sce-
narios to the government students of Olympic High School.

Officer Joe, you still visit my classroom at Olympic High School daily. You ask,
“How s0?”” I will tell you.

Anytime I hear a student using profanity in my classroom, I only have to say,
“Excuse me,” and they respond, “What code did we violate, Ed. Cd.48900 1?” “Oh,
they respond.” Thank you, Officer Joe.

When a student shares with me that they think they were treated unfairly, I
respond, “Some people are the letter of the law and some are the spirit of the law,
just learn to work with the person.” Thank you, Officer Joe.

On Sept. 11, you again visit my room when the music of Ray Charles echoes
“God Bless America.” Thank you, Officer Joe.

Thank you for all the years of enriching my government class. You again visit
my room when the students are seated in their seats at the beginning of second peri-
od waiting for the start of our successful criminal justice class at Olympic that you
were instrumental in creating.

Thank you, Officer Joe, for the wonderful partnership between Olympic and
SMPD.

Thank you for telling me I have potential.

But most of all: Thank you for your friendship.

Marcia Gecht
Olympic High School

Republicans stack deck
in NY with nines, elevens

NEWS ON
THE EDGE

BY RON SCOTT SMITH

-

I think they heard from us. As old
buddy Toby Keith might say, “we put a
boot up somebody’s ass.” Yee haw.

“And they will continue to hear from
us,” said Rudy Giuliani, bursting with
bravado on Monday night, as he revisited
the now-famous words shouted through a
bullhorn from atop the rubble at Ground
Zero in response to the worst attack ever
on American soil. A nouveau-American
hero of sorts because he happened to be
mayor of New York one black September
day, Rudy pulled the wild card out of a
stacked deck and dealt it all around
Madison Square Garden to kick off the
Republican National Convention in a city
that took the brunt of it on the day that
changed everything. He served notice that
the high-stakes game for leadership of
America will be played with the GOP
holding a full house, nines over elevens.

What 9/11 changed, as much as any-
thing, was the political life of one George
W. Bush, who takes the podium tonight in
an attempt to seal the deal with America
for another four years, based on nothing
so much as the fact that, similar to Rudy’s
political fortune, he happened to be
President of the United States of America
on that fateful day. In an exclusive inter-
view with conservative caricature Rush
Limbaugh — someone no leader of any
free world should ever associate himself
with Bush admitted earlier this week
that “9/11 is the defining moment of my
presidency.”

He’d do well tonight not to mention
how the defining moment of his presiden-
cy began — sitting in front of a classroom
of elementary schoolchildren, already
aware that a jetliner had crashed into one
of the World Trade Center towers, the
President was reading along with them a
story about a goat when Chief of Staff
Andrew Card walked over and whispered
into his ear that “a second plane hit the
other tower. America is under attack, sir.”

The Commander-in-Chief took a
moment to absorb the news, then another

. and another. He took many more
moments to absorb it, in fact. It’s hard to
say what part of “America is under attack,
sir,” was so hard to get. Maybe it was the
“sir.” Whatever, our man in charge sat in
that chair and continued to read about that
goat for a full seven minutes before
springing into action. Like Ari Fleischer,
the White House press secretary during
the first two Bush years, said at the con-
vention this week, “You never really
know about a leader until a crisis hits.”

They try to sell the freeze-up as an
example of his compassionate leadership

— that he sat like a stone while a third
plane was diving into the Pentagon
because he didn’t want to risk scaring the
kids. Do you think something like,
“Sorry, kids, the President’s got some-
thing real important to do,” might have
worked? The kids would have been all
right. The Pentagon, it turns out, wasn’t.

Those in Madison Square Garden
tonight would tell you Bush made up for
the seven-minute brainlock by taking out
Afghanistan and Iraq quicker than you
could spell them, and by putting the
whole rest of the world on a constant dan-
ger alert far more severe than our highest
red. Throughout the Garden, banners and
placards have reassured us that we are “A
Nation of Courage,” something too easily
lost in the realization that we wage one-
sided, pre-emptive war against helpless
nations because we’re afraid they might
do something someday that might hurt us.

For a gang that detests Hollywood, the
GOP has leaned on it a little this week.
They pulled out one of Tinseltown’s
finest, our own Governator, to tell us on
Tuesday “why-you-are-a-Republican-but-
just-don’t-know-it-yet.” It sounded like
he was saying you’re Republican if you
like war, greed and Hummers, but it may
have just been the accent.

And it’s been learned from reliable
sources that the opening line of the Bush
acceptance speech tonight will borrow
from a memorable Hollywood acceptance
speech of yesteryear. “You like me, you
really like me,” he will say, perhaps sur-
prised that polls across the nation show
him pulling out in front despite a presi-
dency that slowly but surely yields disas-
ter after disaster. His proudest domestic
achievement — huge tax cuts for the
wealthiest in the midst of a money-burn-
ing war of his own making — has led the
nation into record debt, while the number
of Americans living in poverty has
increased during all three years of his
leadership.

He will be the first President in 75
years to end his term with less Americans
employed than when he began, as the only
occupation for jobless millions in this
country is the deadly, bottomless occupa-
tion they see in Iraq on TV, resulting from
a half-baked rationale for rushing to
unnecessary war. And Bush himself
admitted this week that his signature “war
on terror” is not winnable. Not surprising-
ly, respect, support and good will for the
United States around the world continues
to ride off into the sunset.

Even the President’s father admitted as
much in a mid-convention interview. The
elder Bush said, “Yes, there is a diminish-
ing regard for America, but that will be
redeemed by a change of people.”

He didn’t say which people.

(Ron Scott Smith can be reached at
edgeofthewest@aol.com.)
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Walking tour of LA life |
provides needed lessons

INSIDE OUT

BY AMY PERRITT

I have now lived in Southern California
for just over a year. Santa Monica to be
more precise ... and I love it.

The sun comes out almost every day
and there are a variety of beaches — all
just around the corner. More importantly,
from the strangers who nod and say hello
during early morning runs to the police
officer who issued me a $142 driving tick-
et a few months ago — Santa Monicans
have been incredibly friendly.

And the night I experienced the Santa
Ana winds for the first time, I decided 1
was home. I was walking along 21st
Street and every block or two the air
would stir from the familiar cool summer
breeze to an engulfing sauna-like warmth.
It was truly magical.

But while it didn’t take me long to set-
tle in Southern California, there were four
important destination secrets I had to
learn along the way.

B Buy a car for each person in the
household and don’t always rely on cabs.

Friends warned us but we didn’t really
listen. Even before leaving Canada they
said: “It’s a driving town.” During our
farewell party, they said: “Apparently peo-
ple in California use their car even if they’re
only going two blocks down the road.” My
husband and I, who at the time mostly com-
muted by subway and bus rather than dri-
ving our leased car, just laughed.

We arrived in Santa Monica and
proudly purchased our first car knowing
that there was always the bus. Rumor had
it there was also a subway in Los Angeles.
(Although still to this day no one we have
met seems to know anything about it).

For six months we drove each other to
work, coordinated schedules to grocery shop
and walked a lot —just as we did in Canada.

But our tightly-scripted routine started
to go down hill when colleagues didn’t
know if they should invite me to join them
for after-hours drinks or not because I
walked to and from work. And, one morn-
ing I waited 20 minutes for a cab that
never came, and then walked nearly two
miles to a doctor’s appointment after real-
izing too late that there are in fact no taxi
cabs to hail on Santa Monica’s streets.

I tried a new strategy.

them to the airport. I didn’t know people
could get cabs around here.”

B Have small bills with you at all
times. Valet parking is everywhere.

It took me at least two months of dri-
ving around looking for parking spots
before I realized valet parking was
offered pretty much everywhere you go.
But just when I thought I got it, I drove
into the parking lot behind Koo Koo Roo.

A valet attendant greeted me at the
entrance.

“Hi,” 1 said surprised. “I’m just run-
ning in to buy a wrap. I can park my car.”
I looked around at all of the available
parking spots.

“Well, where are you going to park?”

“Right there.” I pointed to the one just
10 yards away.

“OK,” he shrugged. I parked my car
and smiled guiltily as I passed him on my
way into Koo Koo Roo, wanting to tell
him that I came from a place where his
services were only offered at hotels.

B Get your brows waxed and nails
done, but remember there’s no turning
back once you do.

I was self-righteous at first. In fact, 1
thought it was awfully indulgent of my
new friends to have their nails done every
week or two. And they always seemed to
be going to appointments to get their eye-
brows waxed. Had no one ever heard of
tweezers? Did Californians not save spa
treatments for Valentine’s Day gifts? I
wondered where | had moved to.

But it didn’t take long for me to cave. I
told some colleagues about the cosmeti-
cian who had said my eyes were too close
together. A woman with a cubicle near
mine said she knew just the solution and
proceeded to e-mail me the name and
number of the woman she went to have
her eyebrows done.

Today, I’m afraid to use my tweezers,
which have started to rust anyway. My
cuticles scream in irritation if 1 skip a
manicure and my once strong, weathered
feet that could withstand any hot pave-
ment no matter the time of day, now slide
around in my flip-flops because they’re so
soft.

B Add 30 minutes on to any drive
you’re taking.

Traffic. It’s a constant.

(Amy Perritt can be reached at aper-
ritt@hotmail.com)

“What’s the number for
the cab company you use?”
I asked a colleague one
afternoon when 1 had a
meeting to get to.
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“I can’t remember off-
hand. Who needs one?”

“I do.” I looked over at
her impatiently. Along with
the regular pizza delivery
number, [ was sure every-
one could recite the main
cab company digits.

“For what?”

“I need to get to a meet-
ing down on the Promenade
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Fraudulant fundraiser expected to turn ’self in

CHARITY CASE, from page 1

past March. The local, 170-student private school was
forced into an economic crisis three years ago after
Tonken arranged for a major donation from the Cynthia
Gershman Foundation that never fully came through,
officials said.

Tonken, who has offices in Beverly Hills, allegedly
brought two donors to the school in January of 2001 —
Cynthia Gershman, a trustee of the Cynthia Gershman
Foundation, who signed a pledge to Waldorf for
$650,000, and Loren Arbus, who agreed to put on four
annual fundraisers.

After paying Tonken for arranging the donation and
putting forward a good-faith deposit, the school was left
hanging. Waldorf ended up having to foot the bill for
vendors at one of the fundraisers that was meant to be
donated by Arbus, officials said.

And shortly after the first event fell apart, Gershman
withdrew her “irrevocable pledge,” which sent the school
further into an economic tailspin. Gershman didn’t provide
any reason for the change of heart, school officials said.

A civil lawsuit also has been filed against Gershman,
with Waldorf as one of the plaintiffs.

Jeffrey Graham, the director of Waldorf, said while
the school is still reeling from the financial loss, it is
recovering well.

“If we were to get any money back from this lawsuit
it would provide us with part of the capital to develop
more programs,” he said, adding Waldorf recently
opened an early childhood center on 15th Street. “We are
not distracted by the case or the promise of moving ahead
in building a stronger community school.”

Waldorf School is just one of many organizations and
individuals Tonken allegedly defrauded, according to
prosecutors. Among them are fundraisers with Diana
Ross, Milton Berle and the cast of the television program
“Ally McBeal.”

In the state’s civil suit, prosecutors allege Tonken took
more than $1.7 million from Waldorf, charities support-
ed by former President Bill Clinton, comedian Whoopi
Goldberg, and actors Michael J. Fox and Michelle
Pfeiffer, among others.

The civil lawsuit, which seeks a permanent injunction

Surfers scooting across PCH face a

ROAD RAGE, from page 1

an accident about a quarter-mile north of Topanga
Canyon. There, he saw a lifeless body lying in the road-
way, and hasn’t been able to shake the image.

Police said the accident was a suicide, with the pedes-
trian jumping in front of cars before being fatally injured.
But to Sproul — who didn’t know the nature of the col-
lision at the time it was a wake-up call.

“It stunned me,” he said. “I started thinking, what can
we do? Can we build little walking bridges? It would cost
a fortune, but, hey, we pay sales tax.

“Where’s it going?”

The City of Malibu is already taking precautions to

ensure that the pedestrians crossing the highway are safe,
said Yugal K. Lall, public works director. Many of the
50,000 drivers who pass through the area each day are
tourists who don’t know the area or, in times of a high
tide, are staring at the ocean instead of the road.

Lall said CalTrans has recently installed two lighted
crosswalks, and the city will soon place six speed advi-
sory warning devices along the highway. The devices
inform drivers of the posted speed limit and advises them
of their current speed.

There are currently crosswalks at traffic signals, but
city officials say there are no plans for additional painted
crosswalks along the highway.

“The installation of crosswalks along a major thor-
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barring Tonken and the other defendants from fundrais-
ing or disbursing donations, is for $1.7 million in gener-
al damages, civil penalties of at least $350,000 and
unspecified punitive damages. The civil trial against
Tonken is scheduled to begin in January.

It’s unknown if the criminal case will be used in the
civil court proceedings.

“We were building evidence before the feds got
involved,” said Tom Dresslar, spokesman for the
Attorney General’s Office. “The judge will make a deci-
sion based on the evidence we present.”

The U.S. Attorney’s Office said Tonken used the con-
tributions for his personal benefit, including payment of
personal loans and the purchase of luxury items. In a
scheme reminiscent of “The Producers,” he routinely
promised more than 100 percent of the net proceeds from
the events to multiple charities.

Assistant U.S. Attorney Joseph H. Zwicker said the
case isn’t over.

“It’s never over,” he said. “We are continuing to
investigate other people that helped him.”

harrowing ordeal

oughfare is more dangerous than anything you can think
of,” said Lall. “People don’t see them. It has to be flash-
ing.”

According to Sgt. Phillips Brooks of the Lost Hills
station, most times pedestrians don’t use the crosswalks
anyway, opting to park and then walk across the high-
way, irregardless of the crosswalks.

At Malibu’s Surf Rider Beach, for example, there isn’t
a traffic signal, and the crosswalk is a bit east of the
beach. Most pedestrians would rather dodge across traf-
fic than walk to the crosswalk, Brooks said.

Brooks agrees that painted crosswalks could be more
hindrance than help, as they could lead to rear-end acci-
dents.

“The PCH has an extremely high accident rate, but
most of those are rear-end accidents,” he said. “In fact,
it’s so congested that it makes enforcement almost
impossible. The road hinders us from doing our job.”

Officials say speeding is more prevalent on the east
end of Malibu, where it’s the least populated. On the west
end — near the city’s Civic Center — vehicle congestion
typically slows traffic.

Brooks said the overflow from the PCH causes traffic
to creep along, often at roughly 15 mph. The posted
speed limit through most of the area ranges between 40
and 55 mph.

As it is, Sproul and his fellow surfers find themselves
mere feet from vehicles racing by at top speeds.

“Most people tend to care about the people who might
be crossing,” he said. “But I just saw someone the other
day who was driving 75 mph. They almost hit me, and I
was like, “Wow, that was close.””
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Chamber will make endorsements in two weeks

CHAMBER, from page 1

Monica and Malibu, and the development of other prop-
erties owned by the city.

The bond, which originally asked for $175 million,
would be the second SMC measure approved in 2 1/2
years. The college is currently collecting money from
Measure U, which will generate $160 million in funding
for facilities.

The current bond proposal would cost the average
Santa Monica homeowner $77 in the first year. The aver-
age renter would take a $13 hit the first year.

“This bond measure will provide much needed infra-
structure for Santa Monica College,” said Chamber board
chairman Nat Trives. “The college is an important
resource for Santa Monica, and improving facilities such
as Madison campus and the playing fields improves the
quality of life for residents and students.”

The chamber also voted to support the proposed 2 per-
cent tax hike on the city’s transient occupancy tax, also
known as the “bed tax.”

At 12 percent, Santa Monica’s hotel bed tax — the tax
assessed to hotel visitors on a nightly basis — is expect-
ed to generate $18.5 million for City Hall this year. The
measure, which was unanimously placed on the ballot
earlier this month by the City Council, would increase
the tax rate to 14 percent, and increase nightly rates at
local hotels by an average of about $4. It’s expected to
raise as much as $3.5 million annually for the city.

With the new dollars, City Hall would be able to more
easily balance the budget for the current year, as well as
2005-06. It also would help fund the city’s public schools.
With an additional $3.5 million, City Hall could more
readily cover its stated ambition of giving an additional $6
million to the schools each year for the next five years.

“We think this revenue increase will benefit all of

Sun sets on Twilight Dance Series

JOY OF SAX, from page 1

violin over a trinity of blues, jazz and classical influences.
Once you experience the energy of Clarence Clemons
Temple of Soul, it will revitalize your soul and bring you
to the altar of belief in the power of rock and roll.”

The pop/R&B band Gravity will open the show.
Gravity is a trio of vocals and keyboards; vocals and gui-
tar and percussion.

The concert begins at 7:30 p.m.

The Twilight Dance Series lineup is concluded by
KCRW’s Next Up! on Saturday, Sept. 18 at 4 p.m.,
which is a showcase of independent local artists, per-
formers include Quincy, AM, Jesca Hoop and Blue-eyed
Son. Admission is free.

Pier officials strongly recommend walking, biking or
riding the Big Blue Bus to the concerts, as parking on is
limited. A free shuttle is available from the 2030 Barnard
Way lot south of the pier starting at 6 p.m. each Thursday.

Schools improve on federal goals

BY JENNIFER COLEMAN

Associated Press Writer

SACRAMENTO — About one-third of California
schools fell short of federal goals that aim to have all stu-
dents be proficient in math and English by 2014, but that’s
an improvement over last year, when about half the schools
didn’t reach that goal, state education officials said Tuesday.

State Superintendent of Public Instruction Jack
O’Connell attributed the improvement to more students
taking the California High School Exit Exam, one of the
standardized tests used in calculating academic progress.

Last year, 54 percent of California schools failed to
make “adequate yearly progress” toward the federal No
Child Left Behind act’s goal of having 100 percent of
children be proficient in math and English.

Though all schools are held to the federal goals, fail-
ing to meet the benchmark only affects Title I schools,
which receive extra money because they serve high per-
centages of low-income students. If those schools fail to
make adequate progress

Performance Index, the state’s measurement, also
released Tuesday, showed that 60 percent of schools
improved over the last year.

That is a drop from last year, O’Connell said, when 90
percent of schools showed improvement.

These results mean the state has to work harder to pro-
mote the reforms “that have been so successful at so
many of our schools,” O’Connell said.

The API scores gives schools a score between 200 and
1,000 — depending on what the school’s previous scores
and how much they increased over the previous year.
The statewide target for all schools is 800.

Both the federal and state accountability systems use
results the California Standards Test, which tests cur-
riculum unique to California classrooms, and the
California Achievement Test, or CAT-6, which allows
educators to see how California students compare to chil-
dren around the nation. High schools are also judged by
graduation rates and scores on the California High
School Exit Exam.

Santa Monica and we are hopeful that the council will
use these funds to meet its obligations to educational pro-
grams with the school district,” said Kathy Dodson, the
chamber’s president and CEQO, “and continue to fund the
Convention and Visitors Bureau, an organization that is
critical to the continued growth of our community.”

The chamber plans to announce their endorsements
for the City Council, school board and SMC board the
week of Sept. 13. Chamber officials will meet with the
candidate next week for interviews.

“We are looking forward to talking to all candidates
across the political spectrum, and once we endorse them
we are going to encourage our membership to work hard
to see that they are elected,” Trives said.
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two years in a row, they
must allow students to
transfer to other schools that
are making progress.

This year, 40 percent of
Title I schools — or about
2,181 — didn’t make the
federal benchmark. The
state will have updated fig-
ures in October to show
how many schools failed to
meet the federal goals two
Or more years in a row.

States are required to
report their progress toward
that goal each year by mea-
suring if enough students
scored as proficient on stan-
dardized tests, and by mea-
suring how many students
were tested.

In addition to the federal
AYP, which measures all T
schools against the same
benchmark, California also
scores schools by their
improvement over last year’s
standardized test scores.
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How to make gifting away your assets work for you

£ 1T'S YOUR
" BUSINESS

/ BY JOHN KIM

If you want to engage in lifetime gift-
ing you should be aware of certain rules.
The annual gift tax exclusion amount is
$11,000 per year per person in 2004 and
the lifetime gift tax exclusion amount is
$1 million through 2009.

The top gift rate will be incrementally
reduced from 48 percent in 2004 to 45
percent by 2007. In 2010, the top gift tax
rate will equal the top individual income
tax rate (estimated to be 35 percent). Any
portion of the lifetime gift tax exclusion
used will reduce your estate tax exclusion
by that amount. You should consider
some creative options that may allow you
to increase the size of your gifts while
minimizing any gift tax. Here are a few
strategies to leverage lifetime gifts:

THE GRANTOR RETAINED
ANNUITY TRUST (GRAT)

A GRAT allows you to pass along
assets you believe will appreciate in value
to family members at discounted levels.
You contribute assets to the trust and

receive a fixed annuity payment stream for
a specified period of years. At the end of
the trust term, the remaining assets and
their appreciation are distributed to your
beneficiaries. Since the initial value of the
gift is reduced by the present value of the
annuity payments, you could structure a
payment schedule and amount that could
result in a minimal gift tax value. However,
if you die before the end of the specified
term, the trust property would be included
in your estate and subject to estate taxes.

LIFE INSURANCE

You could use life insurance to help
reduce your estate and gift tax liabilities.
Life insurance often provides a substantial
benefit for relatively small premium dol-
lars. It may be used by itself to increase
the size of your estate, creating an
“instant” estate. Or, it may be used for lig-
uidity and paying estate taxes cost-effec-
tively. And, the proceeds of life insurance
are typically income tax-free to the bene-
ficiary. With careful planning, the pro-
ceeds also may be received tax-free.

THE LIMITED LIABILITY
COMPANY (LLC) OR FAMILY LIMITED
PARTNERSHIP (FLP)

An LLC or FLP might be a useful
leveraging technique. An LLC or FLP
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may provide a tool for reducing the size of
your estate for transfer-tax purposes and
let you retain control and management of
your assets. The LLC or FLP is made up
of managing or voting interests and non-
voting interests. You could retain the vot-
ing and managing interests (thereby keep-
ing control and management of the assets)
and gift the non-voting interests to your
children and grandchildren. Since gifts to
your children and grandchildren lack vot-
ing rights and are not readily marketable,
they might be discounted for gift tax val-
uation purposes.

THE DYNASTY TRUST

The Dynasty Trust could allow you to
maximize the use of your lifetime gift tax
exclusion. Here’s how it works:
Generally, you would fund the trust with
an amount up to yours and your spouse’s
lifetime gift tax exclusion. The trust
assets, including any growth, will remain
free from federal transfer taxes (i.e.,
estate, gift and generation skipping trans-
fer taxes) for as long as they remain in the
trust. In certain states, such as South
Dakota, the trust may theoretically last
forever.

Income or principal from the trust may
be distributed to your children, grandchil-
dren and great grandchildren as specified
in the trust document. The provisions

could tie those distributions to incentives,
such as maintaining gainful employment,
and permit distributions for funding busi-
nesses or purchasing homes for the use of
beneficiaries or other activities. There
also may be provisions in the trust docu-
ment to gift a percentage of the assets
directly to a charity or family foundation.
Assets remaining in the trust are protected
from creditors and divorce judgments.

CREATE YOUR ESTATE PLAN

Discuss your estate planning objectives
and concerns with your financial consul-
tant and your tax and legal advisors.
Together you can develop an estate plan
that addresses your unique financial and
family situations so that you can effec-
tively transfer wealth to your beneficia-
ries.

(John S. Kim is a financial consultant
with Smith Barney in Beverly Hills. Call
(310) 205-4939 or visit www.fc.smithbar-
ney.com/jkim. Smith Barney does not pro-
vide tax or legal advice. Consult your own
personal advisors for such information.
This article is based, in whole or in part,
on information provided by the planning
services department of Smith Barney.
Smith Barney is a division and service
mark of Citigroup Global Markets Inc.
Member SIPC).

Did you know?
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Alleged Smart kidnapper
formally indicted by jury

BY TRAVIS REED

Associated Press Writer

SALT LAKE CITY — A grand jury
indictment against Elizabeth Smart kid-
napping suspect Brian David Mitchell
was unsealed Wednesday, a day after the
self-proclaimed prophet was ruled com-
petent to stand trial.

Unsealing the indictment against
Mitchell moves the case toward a trial
without a preliminary hearing, which
could have included sensitive testimony
from Elizabeth. Mitchell was expected to
be arraigned Thursday, when a trial date
could be set.

Wednesday’s move revealed that pros-
ecutors had managed to convene a grand
jury in the case and keep those proceed-
ings — held about a year ago — under
wraps.

Grand jury proceedings are routinely
secret, and are conducted only upon the
request of the district attorney. Salt Lake
County District Attorney David Yocom
wouldn’t say why he had originally
sought a grand jury indictment, and
wouldn’t comment on whether Elizabeth
testified for the 15-member citizen panel.

The indictment was returned last Sept.
4, but wasn’t unsealed until Wednesday.

An indictment from the grand jury car-
ries the same weight as a decision by a
judge to indict a suspect and move the
case to a criminal trial. The only differ-
ence is that hearings and testimony pre-
sented to the grand jury are secret.

The indictment removes the need for a
preliminary hearing, meaning Elizabeth
— now a high school junior — can put off
publicly testifying about the nine months

she was allegedly held against her will by
Mitchell, a 50-year-old homeless street
preacher, and his wife Wanda Barzee, 58.

Mitchell and Barzee are both charged
with kidnapping the then-14-year-old
from her bedroom at knifepoint in 2002.
The girl was allegedly taken into the
foothills near the home, sexually assault-
ed and kept as Mitchell’s second wife.

The two face kidnapping charges, two
counts of aggravated sexual assault, two
counts of aggravated burglary and con-
spiracy to commit aggravated kidnapping.
The couple has been in custody since
Elizabeth was found with them along a
suburban street in March 2003.

On Tuesday, a judge found Mitchell
competent to stand trial, bringing an early
end to what had been expected to be a
three-day hearing to gauge his mental
state.

Mitchell was motivated by a “revela-
tion from God” to take Elizabeth, accord-
ing to court documents.

Barzee has been twice deemed incom-
petent to stand trial, and is undergoing
treatment at a state mental hospital. She is
scheduled to be re-evaluated in August
2005.

The two court-appointed experts who
had evaluated Mitchell couldn’t agree on
his competency, concurring only that
Mitchell has a narcissistic delusion.

But on Tuesday, Yocom said he and
Mitchell’s lead defense attorney, Kim
Clark, had negotiated over waiving the
competency hearing. Prosecutors said
Mitchell’s lawyers had developed evi-
dence of his competency over the past few
months.

Fish, Wildlife looking out
for spotted owls, that’s who

By The Associated Press

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. — The U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service has designated
8.6 million acres of federal land in four
Western states as critical habitat for the
Mexican spotted owl.

The designation, published Tuesday in
the Federal Register, includes 4 million
acres in Arizona, 2.2 million acres in
Utah, 2.1 million acres in New Mexico
and more than 322,000 acres in Colorado.

“Since the Mexican spotted owl was
listed (as threatened) in 1993, the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service and its partners
in other federal agencies have been work-
ing to safeguard the species,” said Dale
Hall, director of the agency’s southwest
region.

The agency designated critical habitat
for the owl in 1995 and 2001, but a law-
suit by environmentalists landed the
agency in federal court. The court called
the agency’s plan “nonsensical” and
ordered the agency to redo the designa-
tion in 2003.

The agency proposed a 13.5 million-
acre designation in November but later
trimmed about 4 million acres, in part by
removing tribal and military land as well
as wildland-urban interface where thin-
ning projects are planned to reduce the
threat of wildfire.

Most of the change came about
because the Fish and Wildlife Service was
better able to define areas needed to pro-

tect the owl.

“When you’re doing critical habitat for
the third time, you get better at it,” said
Elizabeth Slown, an agency spokes-
woman in Albuquerque.

But environmentalists are angry about
the reduction in acres from the agency’s
proposal last fall.

Kieran Suckling, executive director of
the Center for Biological Diversity in
Tucson, cited the removal of forest areas
because of planned thinning projects.

“They’ve gone out of their way to just
hand the forest over to the timber indus-
try. They are excluding millions of acres
of mature and old growth forest and leav-
ing it open to logging,” he said.

Howard Hutchinson, executive direc-
tor of the Glenwood-based Coalition of
Arizona-New Mexico Counties, said it
makes sense to remove the areas where
thinning is planned because it’s good for
people and will help protect the owl habi-
tat from fire.

Hutchinson said the agency didn’t have
enough time for an adequate analysis.

“This is such a comedy of errors,” he
said. “It really would be humorous if the
owls weren’t suffering and people
weren’t suffering at the same time.”

Protection for the owl has long been a
contentious issue among environmental-
ists, federal officials and private develop-
ers.
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U.S. noncommittal as Panama frees Cuban exiles

BY GEORGE GEDDA

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — Police say the four Cuban exiles
had lethal intent when they were arrested, allegedly with
explosives in their possession. They were suspected of
plotting to assassinate a head of state, Fidel Castro, but
convicted only of a lesser charge of endangering public
safety.

To some, it looked like a clear case of international
terrorism. To others, the four were freedom fighters try-
ing to liberate their homeland.

They were arrested in Panama during an Ibero-
American summit in 2000 after Castro claimed he was
being targeted for assassination.

However, Panamanian courts ruled there was not
enough evidence to accuse the men of attempted murder.
They were exonerated of the most serious charge facing
them, possession of explosives, and convicted of the less-
er charge of endangering public safety. All received
prison sentences.

Debate over the case has resurfaced with the decision
of Panamanian President Mireya Moscoso last week to
pardon the four.

Among some Cuban-Americans in Miami there was
jubilation. The Cuban government was furious. The State
Department declined to criticize Moscoso’s action.

“This was a decision made by the government of
Panama,” State Department deputy spokesman Adam
Ereli said. “We never lobbied the Panamanian govern-
ment to pardon anyone involved in this case, and I’d

Broadway Bush is a hit in New York

BY WALTER R. MEARS
AP Special Correspondent

NEW YORK — There is no “Fiddler on the Roof” at
the Republicans’ Madison Square Garden convention.
Those are security guys with submachine guns.

And while New York may be a “Wonderful Town” for
President Bush & Co. this convention week, it will be
anything but on Nov. 2.

The GOP convention, like the Democrats’ before it,
has a lot in common with those Broadway revivals — old
shows, new audiences. An easy walk up Broadway, just
past “42nd Street,” which is playing there, too.

That’s show business, and so are today’s national
political conventions. When the shouting stops,
Democrats dominate the vote here. So New Yorkers
won’t be seeing much — if anything — of President

leave it to the government of Panama to discuss the
action.”

Rep. William Delahunt, D-Mass., said he was stunned
to learn of the pardon, adding that the State Department
loses credibility in refusing to voice outrage over the
release of people he says are “assassins, ... terrorists.”

Moscoso announced the pardon six days before the
end of her term as president. President-elect Martin
Torrijos was taking the oath of office Wednesday in the
presence of Secretary of State Colin Powell and other
foreign dignitaries.

The State Department response may have been influ-
enced by election-year politics, particularly the adminis-
tration’s interest in keeping the Cuban-American vote in
President Bush’s column this November, much as it was
in 2000.

Cuba has long complained about what it sees as a U.S.
double standard on terrorism. It insists the United States
harbors countless criminals from the pre-Castro military
regime. It also alleges the United States has done nothing
to stop Florida-based anti-Castro groups from launching
armed attacks on the island.

In response, the United States maintains that Cuba
supports groups on the U.S. list of foreign terrorist orga-
nizations and provides a haven for numerous fugitives
from U.S. justice. Cuba is one of seven countries on the
U.S. list of state sponsors of terrorism.

Moscoso said she decided on the pardon for humani-
tarian reasons, claiming she was fearful her successor
would extradite the men to Cuba, where they would
await a firing squad.

Bush and Vice President Dick Cheney after the gavel
falls and the balloons drop at the Garden on Thursday
night. Unless they’re here to tap the city’s big money
donors at fund-raising affairs.

The public opinion polls show Democrat John Kerry
leading Bush by a landslide in New York. Gov. George
Pataki put the best spin he could on it Sunday.
“Obviously, New York is one of the most difficult races
— states — for the president to carry,” Pataki said on
ABC. “But we’re going to make the case. We’re going to
make the Democrats fight here.”

Maybe. But Pataki also had to concede that the Bush
campaign is not going to be spending any money on New
York. No point wasting campaign time or cash in a state
Kerry is virtually certain to carry anyhow.

That’s why the Republicans have not held a conven-
tion here before, while the Democrats have nominated
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The circumstances of the pardon suggest close coop-
eration between the Panamanian government and
wealthy Cuban-Americans in South Florida, one of
whom chartered two small planes that picked up three of
the exiles shortly after their release.

The fourth was Luis Posada Cariles, whom Castro has
described as “the worst terrorist in the hemisphere.” He
is believed to be in Honduras.

Posada left Cuba after the 1959 revolution and has
spent much of his life seeking Castro’s ouster. He trained
for the CIA-organized Bay of Pigs invasion in 1961,
though his group did not reach shore.

He is wanted by Venezuelan authorities for the 1976
bombing of a Cuban civilian jetliner that had taken off
from Caracas. All 73 aboard were killed.

Posada and his colleagues say they were in Panama to
help a Cuban official defect. They say they were framed
by Cuban agents.

Many in South Florida see the four as heroes. Shortly
after the convictions last April, more than 400 people
turned up at a $100-a-plate fund-raiser in Miami to help
cover the costs of an appeal. Their sentences ranged from
seven to eight years.

With the pardon, no appeal was needed, and there
were hugs and handshakes last Thursday as a welcoming
crowd greeted the three exiles at Opa-locka Airport in
Miami.

One, Guillermo Novo, was quoted by the Miami
Herald as saying: “I dreamt of this day, but I did not have
the confidence that it would come. This is a triumph. ...
It was the Cuban exile community that did this.”

for one week only

their candidates in New York five times since 1868.

Conventions are essentially reruns, played out as
though there was business to be done, when in fact, all
the decisions are set and all but impervious to challenge.

For the Republicans there could have been some hag-
gling — perhaps even a bit of quasi-debate — about
high-test platform issues like abortion, gay rights, budget
deficits. But the management saw to it that all that was
settled firmly and quietly before most of the delegates got
to town.

So when the curtain goes up at 10 a.m. on Monday to
take care of perfunctory odds and ends of routine busi-
ness, it will be as familiar as the old songs they’re play-
ing on Broadway. What suspense there is at the Garden
isn’t about politics, it is about the security threats that
have made some delegates edgy, even with a cordon of
22,000 security people deployed.

Politicians inside the security barriers, marchers and
demonstrators outside, police and federal security people
trying to make sure it stays that way. Police estimated
that more than 100,000 demonstrators waving placards
and chanting slogans against Bush and the war in Iraq
marched down Seventh Avenue, past the Garden, on a
hot, sunny, Sunday afternoon.

This is a city wearing the scars of 9/11, a convention
just four miles from Ground Zero.

The war on terror is one of Bush’s chief, chosen
issues. “We’ve been attacked, we know there are those
who want to do it again,” Pataki said. “And this president
is providing tremendous leadership.”

Without waiting for the opening curtain, the political
drama critics already were producing their reviews of the
Republican script. Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton, D-N.Y .,
called it a bait and switch performance because of all the
prime TV time performers who differ with Bush and the
party platform on topics including abortion rights and
other social issues.

Among the big name convention performers are for-
mer New York Mayor Rudy Giuliani, Arizona Sen. John
McCain, California Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger, Pataki
and Mayor Michael Bloomberg. It’s a moderate proces-
sion to the microphones of a conservative convention.

“They’re going to talk about things that they are not
really committed to ... leaders who don’t have any influ-
ence in Washington,” Clinton said.

Giuliani had a predictably different explanation. “We
do want to demonstrate that we’re a party of broad opin-
ion,” he said, “that we have accomplished what Ronald
Reagan wanted us to do ... getting the votes of indepen-
dents and lots of Democrats.”
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Billions of tax dollars
from undocumented
workers up for grabs

BY MARK STEVENSON

Associated Press Writer

MEXICO CITY — For the 14 years he
worked as an undocumented migrant in
the United States, Carmelo Rivera saw up
to $30 deducted each week from the $300
to $500 he earned as a vineyard worker.
The deductions were supposed to pay for
his retirement.

But like millions of other Mexicans
who worked under false Social Security
numbers, he’s unlikely ever to see a
penny ofit.

In fact, if a group of U.S. Congressmen
has their way, undocumented migrants
would be permanently barred from ever
seeking to reclaim tens of billions they
paid into Social Security. Instead, the
money will go to fund American citizens’
retirement.

Neither migrants nor their government
appear to be fighting the issue, despite
what’s at stake: a little-known Social
Security account called the “earnings sus-
pense file,” which grows at a rate of about
$6 billion a year and now stands at about
$376 billion.

The account is sort of catchall for mis-
matched names and numbers, but is fund-
ed mostly by undocumented migrants,
many of whom don’t know the money
exists.

Some see it as the price of working in
America.

“People work under made-up (Social
Security) numbers because they don’t
have any choice,” said Rivera, 34, of
southern Oaxaca state. As for the lost
funds — the only retirement savings for
him and his wife — “that’s just something
you take in stride. It’s part of the cost of
the rules they have.”

Many migrants are unaware they can
get credit for past contributions, even if
made under false numbers, if they later
get legal residency and present receipts or
pay stubs.

“It’s not very common, and it is not
necessarily very easy,” said Mark Hinkle,
a spokesman for the Social Security
Administration in Washington. Juan Jose
Nino Tejedor, who heads the migrant
affairs office for the Mexican state of
Veracruz, says he doesn’t know of a sin-
gle case.

Some migrants like Rivera are afraid of
being punished if they admit they worked
illegally. “We try to have as little contact
with the authorities in the United States as
possible,” he said.

Hinkle says privacy rules bar his
agency from reporting past visa violations
to police. But some workers are using
both false names and numbers, making it
virtually impossible to ever prove a claim.

As difficult as the process already is,
some lawmakers want to make sure no
illegal migrants ever receive any Social
Security. A bill submitted to the House
last year by Rep. Dana Rohrabacher, a
California Republican, would “forbid any
Social Security credits for illegal aliens or

work (done) in violation of the terms of a
visa.”

The wages of undocumented workers
are “illegitimate earnings, and whether
some of that money is going into the sus-
pense file is basically irrelevant,” said
Jack Martin of the Federation for
American Immigration Reform, FAIR.

Dan Griswold of the Cato Institute in
Washington, a nonprofit public policy
research foundation that has worked to
promote Social Security privatization,
notes that “these people pay into the sys-
tem, and few ultimately collect anything.
These are some of the lowest-paid work-
ers. They deserve to receive some kind of
benefit from their contributions.”

Griswold notes the migrants’ payments
are “gravy for Social Security” because
the money from the suspense file is even-
tually rolled into the agency’s general
fund — where it helps finance pensions
for American citizens.

Some funds wind up in the suspense
file due to the misspelling of U.S. citi-
zens’ names, or other administrative
errors.

But migrants appear to be the largest
contributors by far. Some of the last esti-
mates on the amount paid into Social
Security by undocumented workers were
produced in 1994 by the Washington-
based Urban Institute, an economic and
social policy research organization.

At the time, the amount was estimated
at about $2.7 billion a year when there
were about 5 million undocumented
migrants. But researcher Jeffrey Passel
estimates the migrant number has dou-
bled.

Assuming, as Passel’s studies did, that
about half of them work on the books,
even at minimum wage their contribu-
tions would now total at least $3.35 bil-
lion annually. That would be a little more
than one-half of 1 percent of the $533.5
billion collected in Social Security tax
payments in 2003.

Supporters of the ban say that when
undocumented workers claim lost years
of payments, they also build up more
qualifying time for a pension, something
that could add millions of low-paid work-
ers to Social Security and add to project-
ed Social Security shortfalls because low-
paid workers cost the system more.

A U.S.-Mexico accord signed in June
allows legal workers to qualify for some
retirement benefits based on time worked
in the United States. But it doesn’t
address the larger problem of undocu-
mented migrants.

Rohrabacher’s aide, Aaron Lewis,
acknowledges the bill is currently lan-
guishing in a House committee, but notes
that “the profile of the issue has certainly
been raised” in the wake of the U.S.-
Mexico accord.

Indeed, earlier this year an advocacy
group for the elderly delivered about
125,000 signatures to congressmen urg-
ing them to “stop payment of our Social
Security benefits to illegal aliens.”
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Carrie Macy - Owner/Instructor -

Trained in New York, apprenticed and practiced in L.A., taught in Europe.

certified through Pilates, Inc.
Special experience/techniques for training with injuries, recent or old!
l](you tﬁlﬂé] you've been doing Pilates . . .
come t1Y a lesson with me - feel the difference!

Private, one-on-one instruction tailors your workout to your needs
and abilities. See results produced from accurate & authentic

Pilates Method training. Increase strength, control and flexibility.
Improve both the way you look and the way you feel.

Step up to elite pilates.

310-923-3949 - cbmacy@juno.com
elite pilates studio -- in garden setting in santa monica

‘www.Copiacreative.com
infofcopiacreative.com - 310.8.CopiaC (826.7422)
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CLASSIFICATIONS:

Announcements
Creative
Employment

For Sale
Furniture

Pets

Boats

m VEHICLES FOR SALE VEHICLES FOR SALE

The American Red Cross of Santa Monica is
currently seeking a part-time outside sales
representative to market Red Cross products
and classes. The candidate must possess
excellent written and verbal skills and enjoy
interacting with the public. In addition, the
candidate must also be proficient in
Microsoft Word and Access. Previous knowl-
edge and experience with Red Cross prod-
ucts and services preferred.

Responsibilities: Develop and manage
overall mailers and calls to local Santa Monica
businesses. Compile and analyze information
about potential businesses for the develop-
ment of sales strategy. Responsible for new
account development and expanding existing
accounts within established territory.

AU PAIR/STUDENT to care for 9yr old
drive to/from school, light cooking,
homework. Will provide car, room,
board, $50wk. Prefer Italian or French
speaker. (310)247-9545

BUSY HARDWARE Store
seeking experienced only
Cashier will train
call Manager at
310-454-4116

DENTAL FRONT Office 2 yrs experi-
ence in Dentistry only. Computer
knowledge mandatory, phone skills,
great hours! Call Nicole 310-828-
7429

FIGURE MODEL wanted. Fit female
model wanted for figure drawing by
artist. No experience necessary. Call
(818)501-0266

FUN, FAST CASH! Lingerie Models
Needed, No Experience Necessary
818-720-2709

GAS STATION Boat Dock needs PT/FT
for MDR Harbor call Randy or Sue
310-823-2444

| MAKE $1000 per day, so can you call
me (323)467-3399

MEDICAL FRONT office, F/T. Dependa-
ble, good phone skills, computer
knowledge. 1yr experience necessary.
Fax resume to 310-576-3601

MEDUSA HAIR Salon Venice is looking
for 2 experienced full-time hair styl-
ists with some clientele and a part
time assistant ASAP. Please call Mi-
chelle at 323-974-0966 or fax resume
to 714-432-1696

PART TIME mornings, mail sorter
wanted for busy Santa Monica mail-
box store. Pleasant environment +
competitive pay. No experience nes-
secary. Insure car required. Apply at
2118 Wilshire BI. Santa Monica.

SALES & MANAGER:Trendy Jr. cloth-
ing store in Santa Monica is hiring for
sales & management positions.Bene-
fits available 310-638-9931 or fax
resume to HR at 310-638-9954

Sales: 44 year old Forbes 500 Ranked
Affiliate CO. is looking for sales pros
to keep pace with rising gold market.
Top earners make 300k+. Full bene-
fits. No cold calling. Draw/comm.
Santa Monica. Visit www.goldline.com
or call (310)319-0313.

SALON UNDER New management on
Wilshire in Santa Monica looking for
Stylists/Colorists to work on
commission basis. Clientele preferred
call 310-451-4477

TOP DESIGNER Santa Monica Bou-
tique seeks high-energy sales person
experience necessary. Family environ-
ment. Salary commission. FT/PT
Available (310)394-1406

HOT TUB 2004 Model. Neck jets.
Therapy Seat. Warranty, never used.

Can deliver worth $5700, sell for
$1750 818-785-9043

MOVING SALE: Komfort 88 Model
Slide on camper. Misc tools & other
items call for appt. at (310)450-5715

CLASSIFIEDS

S3°° per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional waord.
Call 310 -458-7737 and promote your businmness opportunities to our daily readership of over 15,000.

Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos for Rent
Houses for Rent

Roomates

Commercial Lease

Claude Short

Auto Sales Dealer

‘89 FORD E-150
Van conversion tv-vcr/only 75k
VIN ¢35999 $4,995

‘91 CADILLAC SEVILE STS
Local car, Affordable
VIN 801616 $4,995

‘94 CHRYSLER LABARON
Convertible, 1 owner,
Excellent Condition
VIN 277493 $2,995

‘02 FORD THINK
ELECTRIC CAR
No gas needed! Only 52 miles
VIN 1050861 $5,995

1992 TOYOTA CAMRY
VIN 020893 $4,995

1999 MERGURY COUGAR
Low Miles
VIN 641250 $7,995

2501 Lincoln Blvd. in Venice

(310) 395-3712

Your ad could run here!
© Call us today at (310) 458-7737
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LEXUS SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

PUBLIC INTERNET SALE
ALL PRICES CLEARLY NARKED
WITH INTERNET PRIGES

ES300'S GS300'S RX300'S
1300°S 1S300°S SC430°S
And Other Makes

All Dealer Certified

1100 Santa Monica Bivd

888-865-1759

LAcarGUYcom

YOUR AD

COULD RUN HERE!

© Call us today at (310) 458-7737

OF SANTA MONICA

LABOR DAY SELLATHON
DELL COMPUTER OFFER
AUGUST 27 THRU
SEPTEMBER 6, 2004
BUY ANY 2004
EXPLORER 4-DOOR
AND EXPEDITION AND
2004/2005 FOCUS
(ALL MODELS) AND
RECEIVE A FREE DELL
COMPUTER.

SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS

1230 Santa Monica Blvd.
310-451-1588

YOUR AD

COULD RUN HERE!

© Call us today at (310) 458-7737

LEARN T0™ & n
Surf Lessons
Private ahd Group
Equipment provided
CPR certified

310-920-2265
Camp@learntosurfla.com

Real Estate

Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage

Services
Computer Services
Attorney Services

Business Opportunities

Yard Sales

Health and Beauty

Fitness

Wealth and Success
Lost and Found

Personals
Obituaries

Claude Short Auto Sales

Offering Quality Service to the Westside since 1927

low miles, one owner,

70 °§$ 8,095

+00 Volvo C

vin#018256

Four Generations

Devoted Service

2501 Lincoln Blvd.
in Venice

(310) 395-3712

SANTA MONICA

2002 TOYOTA

ECHO Coupe 2D
TOYOTA CERTIFIED
Auto, AC, Power Steering,
CD player. $12,990
(20221753)

2001 TOYOTA
TACOMOA PreRunner
DOUBLE CAB 4D

TOYOTA CERTIFIED
V6, Power Everthying,
CD player, $21,100
(Z798780)

2001 TOYOTA

PRIUS SEDAN 4D
AC, ALL POWER, AM/FM
ABS - $16,990
(022269)

2004 Toyota
Corolla LE Sedan
4-CYL. 1.8 LITER, AUTO
A/C, POWER $14,500
(035289)

832 Santa Monica Blvd.

800-944-4157

LAcarGUYcom

YOUR AD

COULD RUN HERE!

© Call us today at (310) 458-7737

@TOYOTA

LOGK

VOLKSWAGEN SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

PUBLIC INTERNET SALE
ALL PRICES CLEARLY MARKED
WITH INTERNET PRIGES

JETTAS, GOLFS, GIT'S
PASSATS-CABRIOS-BEETLES
And Qther Makes

All Dealer Gertiied

1100 Santa Monica Bivd
888-640-8466
LAcarGUYcom

DRUM LESSONS in your home! Great
w/children & beginners, first lesson
FREE! Call Tom (310)422-2699.

FRENCH-SPANISH TUTORING All
Levels Native French-Speaker $15
310-876-8022

PIANO LESSONS: Experienced teach-
er. Rubin’s Conservatory Graduate. All
ages, levels & styles AT YOUR HOME:
Call Guy 818-219-3472

PRIVATE ACTING Coach in your home.
Professional and highly trained wy/all
ages. $30 per/hour, first time 50%
off. David (310)597-0833

STRAINING AND cracking? Voice les-
sons, 1ST Lesson free 1221 Broad-
way, Santa Monica (310) 229-5235

LOOKING TO rent/sublet covered

space in SM near Ocean for storage of
classic car. 310-395-3268

BEST RESORT, Best Time. November
Week at Cabo’s Premier Sunset Beach

Resort. 2 Bdrm sleeps 6, $4500/wk
save $1000, (310)314-3200

$495-UNFURNISHED BACHELOR:

Steps to Venice Beach!
Dorm style living, common area
restrooms and showers, on site

laundry, no pets, owner sponsored
barbecue twice a month. Close to
everything, bus service to many
campuses. Lease & Security De-
posit required.
Contact Edward Romero, 310-
399-1166 or sunnibill@juno.com.

Casa Loma Apartments
101 Dudley Ave.
Venice Beach, CA 90291

8 Unit building, spacious lower rear
apt., washer/dryer, central AC, stove,
dishwasher, gas fireplace, gated
building, gated parking, blinds, access
to yard, balcony, good closets, close
to shopping, luxury for only $1300
310-804-7460.

APARTMENTS-BRAND NEW BUILD-
ING!!, Unf., Studio, 1 bath, 302 Arizo-
na Ave, refrigerator, stove, controlled
access, carpets, laundry, close to ev-
erything, on the promenade, street
parking, utilities included, - $1100 &
UP! 310-395-RENT or westsiderentals
.com

BEAUTIFUL HANCOCK Park location
surrounded by opulence. Most afford-
able apartments in the area. newly
renovated large 1 bedroom + 1 bath,
full  kitchen,  hardwood  floors.
$1150.00 323-466-1242. 1 year
lease, no pets.

BRENTWOOD $1750/M0O 2+2 Condo,
Near everything Montana & San
Vicente, Negotiable 323-728-1968

BRENTWOOD $2500 3+2 High
Ceilings Microwave Dishwasher
2 parking spots. 818-773-8778

CHARMING BEVERLY HILLS Single
close to Nieman Marcus. Has hard-
wood floors and view of the garden. 1
year lease, no pets. $895 310-804-
7460

CHARMING EIGHT UNIT COURTYARD
BUILDING. Large lower front apart-
ment, separate dining area, parking,
refurnished wood floors, 1/2 block to
prime Beverly Hills shopping. Large 1
Bedroom, 1 Bath. 1 year lease. No
pets. $1650 310-804-7460
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is looking for volunteers for a medically-supervised
research study to evaluate:

“The effectiveness of a High Protein Meal Prelacement Plan vs. a Standard Protein Meal
Replacement in Overweight Subjects.”

YOU MAY BE ELIGIBLE IF YOU ARE:
IN GOOD HEALTH
30 or more YEARS OF AGE
AT LEAST 35 POUNDS OVERWEIGHT

Participation will last approximatelyl year (including screening) which includes blood draws, a physical
exam, body composition analysis, and EKG, completing questionnaires and diaries and dietary counsel-
ing. Participants will be randomly assigned to follow either a standard protein meal replacement plan (
consisting of 1/2) gram of protein per pound of lean body mass,) or higher protein meal replacement
plan (consisting of 1 gram of protein per pound of lean body mass) using Herbalife products. All partici-
pants will receive meal replacements at no cost. Participants will be paid up to $250.

For more information call: (310) 206-8292 Study conducted by Zhaoping LI, MD

| FORRENT |  FORRENT | FORRENT
The BEST

RENTALS
in VENICE

ELLY NEsis Co. INC
(310) 396-4443
ellynesis.com

FREE RENTAL Lists & No Fee
Rentals. Sullivan-Dituri Compa-
ny. 2111 Wilshire Blvd. Santa
Monica, CA 90403.

HOLLYWOOD HILLS, large 2+2. 2 Car
gated parking. Great location, near
shops. Laundry, easterly view. 7010
Lanewood. 1 year lease, no pets.
(323)466-4700.

SANTA MONICA APARTMENT WITH
SPARKLING POOL!, (upper), Unf., 1
Bdrm, 1 bath, 1455 24th St, #12, no
pets, stove, hardwood floors, large
closets, pool, laundry, 310-395-Rent
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA APARTMENT, (lower),
Unf., 1 Bdrm, 1 bath, plus den, 2535
Kansas Avenue, #105, no pets, park-
ing included, gas included, 395-Rent
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA

APARTMENT, NICE LOCATION!!! 2
UNITS, Unf., 2 Bdrms, 1 bath, 1835
20th Street, #2, no pets, stove, park-
ing included, one year minimum
lease, 310-395-Rent
www.westsiderentals.com

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
310-869-0468

1214 Idaho #1 2bd 1ba lower
Completely redone, Private Patio
Will consider pets
$1850/mo

CHECK OUT OTHER
AVAILABLE RENTALS AT:
www.howardmanagement.com

LADERA HEIGHTS 2+1 5242 w57th St
Tri-Plex ~ Coin-Laundry  hardwood
floors enclosed garage

(323)756-2122

MAR VISTA $950/mo 2bdrm 2bath
Lower, carpets, blinds, refrigerator,
built-ins, laundry, parking, no pets,
Pacific Ave. West of Centinela
310-456-5659

MDR ADJACENT 2+2, gated building
with gated, subterranean parking, AC.
Newer building with courtyard area,
quiet neighborhood. Laundry room,
parking, 1 year lease, no pets $1550
310-578-9729

MIRACLE MILE top floor beautiful 1bd
Condo. Security building/parking
rooftop pool,no pets, for apptmt.
310-652-2996

PALMS $925/M0 1bedroom, 1batch,
3346 Canfield. Stove, refrigerator,
blinds, A/C in bedroom, laundry, no
pets. (310)578-7512

PALMS 1+1 $1800/mo 3540 Overland
#2 Stove, refrigerator, carpet, blinds,
laundry, no pets JKW 310-578-7512

SANTA MONICA $1150/mo 1bdrm,
1bath, +office, appliances, gas paid,
no pets, parking, 2535 Kansas Ave.
Manager in #101

SANTA MONICA $950/mo. 1br, bath,
appliances, no pets. Parking, 1935
Cloverfield Ave. #7, Manager in. #19

SANTA MONICA 400SQFT SINGLE
APARTMENT!, Unf., Studio, 1 bath,
638 Grant St., #3, no pets, stove,
dishwasher, carpets, laundry, WALK
TO BEACH & MAIN STREET!!, street
parking, one year minimum lease,
310-395-RENT or
westsiderentals.com

W.LA. $1145/MO Ocean View &
breezes large 1bedroom on top of
hills. Private sundeck. (310)390-4610

SANTA MONICA APARTMENT, Unf.,
Studio, 1 bath, 2342 Ocean Park, #B,
no pets, refrigerator, stove, hardwood
floors, laundry, street parking, one
year minimum lease,310-395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA APARTMENT, Unf., 1
Bdrm, 1 bath, 1748 Franklin St, #C,
w/c pet, refrigerator, stove, balcony,
garage, month-to-month, water in-
cluded, 310-395-Rent
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA CUTE & NICE BRIGHT
APARTMENT, Unf., 1 Bdrm, 1 bath,
2683 34th Street, #6, no pets, stove,
carpets, separate kitchen and full
bath, very quiet and convenient area,

310-395-Rent or westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA LARGE APARTMENT,
(upper), Unf., 1 Bdrm, 1 bath, 1232
Euclid, #7, new carpets, fireplace,
vertical blinds, street parking,
310-395-RENT westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA LARGE APARTMENT,
(upper), Unf., 2 Bdrms, 1 bath, 1829
20th St., #D, no pets, refrigerator,
stove, balcony, controlled access,
hardwood floors, large closets, laun-
dry, close to Santa Monica College,
garage, one year minimum lease
310-395-Rent- westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA Single $1200/mo 833
5th Street #104 Stove, refrigerator,
carpet, blinds, laundry, pool, intercom
gated parking, no pets, Mgr 310-
393-2547

SPACIOUS 1 bedroom, 1 bath with
large courtyard, swimming pool, 4
blocks to the beach. Off street park-
ing, laundry room, quiet neighbor-
hood. 1 year lease, no pets. $1100.
310-466-9256

VENICE BEACH 1 bedroom with Ocean
View in Tudor Style building. Great lo-
cation, 1/2 block to the beach. 1 year
lease, no pets. All utilities paid. 39
Sunset. 310-401-0027

VENICE BEACH charming 2 bedroom,
1 bath with courtyard views one block
from beach. New paint, new carpet.
Available 10/15. 1 year lease. No
pets. $1425. (310)466-9256

VENICE BEACH sunny Studio 1 block
from the beach. Hardwood floors and
full kitchen. Very clean, CA building. 1
year lease, no pets. (310)466-9256
$875.

VENICE BEACH front 1930’s bath
house. Completely renovated 4-story
brick building with lots of charm and
unbeatable views of ocean, moun-
tains,sunsets. Full kitchens and bath-
rooms, exposed brick. Laundry room,
storage available, water, gas heat
paid. 1-year lease, no pets. (310)401-
2583

VENICE BEACH, charming sunny sin-
gle, full kitchen, separate sleeping al-
cove. 1 block from the beach on quiet
walk street, new windows, new paint,
new berber carpet. 1 year lease, no
pets. $925. (310)466-9256

VENICE BEACH, INCREDIBLE, Loft/Live
space. Free-standing 1904 brick
building, exposed brick walls, w/ new
kitchen & bath. One block from the
ocean. 14-foot ceilings, skylights,
concrete floors, laundry hookups,
Clawfoot tub, Parking, month-to-
month, no pets Avail 9/1/04 $2195
310-466-9256

W.LA. $925/MO 1bedroom, 1bath.
2656 S. Barrington. Stove, refrigera-
tor, dishwasher, blinds, laundry, park-
ing, no pets. (310)578-7512

WESTCHESTER UNFURNISHED duplex.
1+1, hardwood floors throughout.
Very clean, n/pets. no washer dryer.
$975 323-547-2077

WILSHIRE CENTER-LARGE 1+1 gated
parking, gated building with entry sys-
tem, swimming pool, new paint, very
clean & improved, new paint, $825
323-661-8389

HOUSES FOR RENT

SANTA MONICA 3+2 2-car detached
garage, pets okay, available 9/1
$3800/mo 310-450-0596

W.LA 2+1 $2300/mo 2575 Armacost
Stove, refrigerator,  washer/dryer
hook-ups, front & back yard, no pets,
garage, JKW 310-578-7512

ROOMMATES

ROOM FOR Rent in the heart of Santa
Monica on 17th Street $600 310-
428-1608

SANTA MONICA NOT JUST A ROOM-
IT'S A HOME! RESORT-STYLE 2+1 TO
SHARE W/SOMEONE. CLEAN,+ HON-
EST,+ FUN (562)879-4920.

COMMERCIAL LEASE

1316 THIRD St. Promenade 1 Office
available. 10x23 Great Creative Space
(310)613-1415.

320 WILSHIRE at 3rd Street Prome-
nade. Office  Space  550sq/ft
$1250/mo 310-576-3433

DOWNTOWN SANTA MONICA Seper-
ate Private Office A/C, Approx. 280
sqg/ft, Windows 310-394-3645

FULL SERVICE OFFICES &
secretarial bays available in
upscale Santa Monica
building. 310-883-3333

SANTA MONICA Space 440 sq/ft
suitable for office, studio, or storage.
Ground floor 310-393-4544

UCLa CENTER FOR HUMAN SUTRITION )] I I

MI CAMTAL COMARCTAL

Christina S. Porter
Senior Associate

310-440-8500 x.104

INCOME PROPERTIES

7 Units in Mid-Wilshire
4-(2+1) & 3-(1+1) 815,000

6 Units, La Cienega & I-10
Renovated 5-(3+2) 1,100,000

37 Units Bldg. near Koreatown
Transitioning area w/Development
Potential. 3,550,000

30 Unit Bldg. NW Glendale
No Rent Control, 28-(2+2)@1000sf
Great exchange property. *5,700,000

Hobbs or Tony Agts.

(310) 826-2221 x220

NEAR SMC 3RM  Commercial
Office,870 sq/ft upper in free standing
building. Central air, heat, quiet, clean
w/garden setting. 310-450-9840

SANTA MONICA 1334Lincoln Blvd.
750 sq/ft $1500/mo Includes utilities,
private patio & parking D.Keasbey
(310)477-3192

SMALL OFFICE at the Central Tower
building. 1424 4th Street $550/mo in-
cludes utilities/cleaning  310-276-
3313

VENICE BEACH Great office space lo-
cated 1-block from beach and 1/2
block from Windward Ave. Included
are all utilities, T-1 line. Approximately
365 sq/ft. 1-room with common area
bathroom, concrete floors, exposed-
beamed ceilings, $850 per month. 1
year lease. (310)466-9778

WLA UPPER Front Office
11906 Wilshire includes utilities,
janitorial & security. $650-$795
310-569-4200

BRAND NEW RETAIL LOFT - El Se-
gundo - Live/work in the heart of
town. Approx. 2900 sq. ft. unit. Roof-
top deck, stonework throughout.
$899,000 EI Segundo — 135 Standard
- Two contiguous corner lots approx.
7,000 sq.ft. build up to 4,100 sq. ft.
Perfect for office building or small
business. $699,000 (310) 396-1947

BuLLboG REA

TIRED OF RENTING?
CALL LORI DAVETTE INCE

Specializing in
first time buyers

LORI DAVETTE INCE
(310) 380-0830

CELL: (310) 503-3482

DOUGLAS PARK Condo 3bd 3bath
Townhome,end unit. Fireplace,gated
bldng, wet bar, W/D Hookups, Patios,
2 secured & covered parking spaces.
$665K Agent-714-743-3252

EL SEGUNDO - 6 Unit building, two-
bed, 1ba each. 8 garages, income
$102,000. Completely remodeled with
custom finishes. All tenant occupied.
$1,399,000 (310) 396-1947

HERMOSA BEACH Shopping Center
Anchored by a major restaurant. Cen-
ter includes medical group, salon, Pi-
lates studio, boutique, office suites.
6% cap rate $7,050,000 (310) 396-
1947

PLAYA DEL REY — Beach Port — 8500
Falmouth #3316. One bed, One bath,
plus loft. Overlooking gardens, sun-
sets on the deck,limestone and black
granite floor. High vaulted ceilings.
Walk to the beach and shopping.
Open sunday 1-4pm. (310) 864-9034

Your ad could run here!
© Gall us today at (310) 458-7737

| BUY HOUSES-Avoid Foreclosure &
possibly stay in your home. Call me
today! 310-917-1086

MANHATTAN BEACH — New Listing
24,000 square feet of land, prime lo-
cation, signalized corner. Fantastic
opportunity! Just reduced!
$2,125,000 Anthony’s Restaurant - El
Segundo City Landmark comes with
land, improvements, and business. 22
year lease left on parking lot and pa-
tio. $2,000 per month with no in-
creases Gross business. $575,000
annually. $1,099,000 (310) 396-1947

MANHATTAN BEACH Prime N. Sepul-
veda 5,500 square feet of office
space, 42 parking spaces, liquor store
& gym. Approx 5 Acre Lot Just re-
duced! $2,450,000 (310)396-1947

Pac West
Mortgage

Very aggresive rates

30 year fixed 5.75%
10 year/1 arm 5.375%
7 year/1 arm 5.125%
5 year/1 arm 4.75%

3 year/1 arm 4.25%
1year/1 arm 3.25%

6 mos./6 mo.arm 2.875%

1 mo./1 mo.arm 1.250%

* Rates subject to change

Licensed California Broker #01218743

2206 LINCOLN BLVD SANTA MONICA

(310) 392-9223
1(888) FOR-LOAN ==

VENBER

Your ad could run here!
© Gall us today at (310) 458-7737

WESTSIDE ZERO-DOWN  Payment
Lovely 3bd 2ba homes. Quiet
streets,$750K-1.2M  Free recorded
message 800-577-7489ext3001 Kel-
ler Williams Realty Sunset

SURF LA

Santa MoniCa
Surf Camp

Mon thru Fri, 8:30-12p
Ages 6-17,8275/week
CPR certified
310-920-1265
Camp@Ilearnhtosurfla.com

ROQUE &
MARK Co.

2802 Santa Monica Bivd.

310-828-7525

SALES * RENTALS

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

RENTALS AVAILABLE
NO PETS ALLOWED

SANTA MONICA

117 Strand $1450
1 bed, steps to the beach,
dishwasher, oak kitch cabs

1231 241 St. $1800
Furnished 2 bed, 17 baths,
short term o.k., near Wilshire

1111 17w St. $1995
2 bed, 1’2 baths, new carpet,
townhouse style, garage

WEST LA
WESTWOOD

1723 Westgate, WLA, $725
Lower bachlor, hot plate &
fridge, laundry room

1705 Purdue, WLA, $795

Lower bachlor, electric paid,
hot plate & fridge, laundry

10661 Eastborne, Westwd,

$1125
Lower 1 bed, hardwood
floors, gas stove, parking

FOR MORE LISTINGS GO T0
WWW.ROQUE-MARK.COM

STORAGE SPACE

NEW STORAGE unit in Venice Beach,
10’x14’. Great for business storage or
personal extras, only $195. (310)466-
9256

SANTA MONICA Large garage, Arizona
& Franklin, $150/mo 310-729-5367

WLA 3-CAR Garage-Storage
Only $500/mo 310-391-8880

ARE YOU a Therapist who would like

to trade Non-Sexual bodywork? Paul
310-741-1901

BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal your
body, mind, spirit. Therapeutic,
Swedish, Deep-tissue. Energy balanc-
ing. Strictly non-sexual. Introductory
specials from $50.00/1hr. Lynda,
L.M.T. (310)749-0621

CHOCOLATE MASSEUSE-

Where do you have your tension?
Back, neck, shoulder? When? How
long? How much? ($120hr) Outcall-
24hrs. 310-890-3531 Dolly

DEEP TISSUE Bodywork $40/hr Swed-
ish & Thai Included. Non-Sexual. Paul.
310.741.1901.

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong and ten-
der relaxing bodywork by mature Eu-
ropean. Professional Lady Sonja
(310)397-0433.

FULL BODY Swedish to light fingertip
massage by classy European thera-
pist. Serious callers only. (310)826-
7271.

JON S: CALL KITTY REGARDING YOUR
MASSAGE AD 310-458-7737x114
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MASSAGE BY LUCIANO
Swedish, pressure points,
deep tissue, shiatsu,
foot/hand/face reflexology,
walking on backs

323.514.2779

www.ThatMall.com/Luciano

Outcalls only!

MELT ON my Table-Eslen long strokes
massage & herbal bath. Non-sexual
call Ditta. 310-435-6054

OCEAN THERAPY: Nice relaxing mas-
sage Spanish & Asian Staff (310)899-
3709.

PRIVATE PAMPERING & Full Body
Massage by Layla-outcalls 310-757-
0232

REVITALIZE & Rejuvenate. Body, Mind
& Spirit with an exquisite full body
Swedish/Deep-tissue massage.Laura
(310)394-2923(310)569-0883.

THERAPEUTIC RELAXING massage.
Swedish and Deep Tissue. Call Cyn-
thia (310)397-0199

NBC & LMNO Productions are
searching for the star of new reality
show, “Double or Nothing!”
Candidates must be single with no
dependents and be ready to travel to
Sin City to risk it all!
www.doubleornothing.tv OR call
1-888-751-8088

HOST

INT’L STUDENTS!!!

short term / long term

COMPENSATION FULL PAY

WD

OK, CALLTOPY

310-393-3

YOUR AD HERE
Advertise!!!

Santa Monica Daily

Press Classifieds

310.458.7737
Ask for Mitch

ALZHEIMER’'S SUPPORT GROUP
meeting. Last Wednesday of

the month; at Sunrise Assisted
Living, Pacific Palisades call
(310)573-9545/Linda.

ADOPTIVE/FOSTER  Parents needed
134,000+ Children nationwide need
homes. Keep older siblings together.
Training and financial support provid-
ed. Informational meeting 8/18-6:00-
7:30 Red Cross Building 610 N.Euca-
lyptus, Inglewood CA Contact Child-
rens Bureau 800-730-3933

YARD SALES

ALL BOOKS $1 and $2. 1,000’s of ti-
tles, all new stock. Saturday 8am-
noon. 627 9th street in the alley.
Please call (310)395-5742 anytime for
a private showing.

YARDSALE
GREAT stuff!

Home furnishings, kitchen
stuff, kid's items.
Saturday, Sept. 4

8:00 a.m.

2415 21st St.

HEALTH/BEAUTY

ROOMS FOR Rent Skincare, Stylist,
Electrolysis, Manicurist, Body Thera-
py, Tanning & Weight Management
MDR 310-577-3079

Chiropractic &
Accupuncture

- Victoria D. Lucas
D.C., LAc. QME

Vita Wellness
MAXIMUM FAMILY CARE IN ONE LOCATION
310-449-1222

2222 SantaMonicaBlvd. + Ste. 203 « Santa Monica, CA 90404

FITNESS

‘ Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737 ‘

Decaf for the Body & Soul
Cool out after work with Yoga

Relax and work out those kinks after your work day
(and miss the rush hour traffic)
Tuesday Evenings 6:00-7:15pm
First class is free Please call to reserve your space.
Tricia Schaumann SM Center Healing Arts
7TH & Arizona (310) 612-3239

FITNESS  CONSULTANTS! Personal
Trainers! Home office or outdoors.
Flexibility and stress management
323-377-4525.
holifitness@yahoo.com

FITNESS

‘ Advertise! Gall us at (310) 458-7737

START YOUR MORNING OFF RIGHT
BASIC TRAINING ON THE BEACH

6-Week Program Includes:
Body Composition Analysis
Fitness Assessment
Exercise Prescription
12 High Energy Classes
Total Body Conditioning

Only $150 or $15 per class

FOR MORE DETAILS
Call 310.842.5657
www.stateoftheheartfitness.com

YOGA FOR Seniors, Retired people &
beginners. Private lessons, Tatiana
310-266-0482

Your ad could run here!
© Call us today at (310) 458-7737

HAWAII FITNESS VACATION

(Nov 20 - 27, 2004)

You will not only get in better shape but also
have more fun than you could ever imagine!

www.SonkiFitness.com

310-260-2518

LOST DOG

NO COLLAR/TAGS
FEMALE BLACK & WHITE
BUSENJI BREED
RESPONDS TO “CLEA”
LAST SEEN OCEAN PARK BLVD
AND 23RD, POSSIBLY INJURED
BELOVED COMPANION
OWNER IS DEVASTATED

CALL WITH ANY INFORMATION
(310) 450-4381

PERSONALS

ACCOMPLISHED PHYSICIST middle-
aged seeks kind, refined, cultured in-
telligent lady to share future. rdsher-
man@adelphia.net

HANDSOME, SINGLE Incarcerated
white male seeks female for corre-
spondence. S. Houston D72550A1-
114 44750 6oth Street W. Lancaster
CA 93536

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING CONDITIONS :REGULAR RATE: $3.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20¢ per word per day. Ad must run a minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two
words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra. Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has run more
than once. DEADLINES: 4:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday's paper when the deadline is Friday at 4:00 p.m. PAYMENT: All private party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks,
credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310)458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa
Monica Daily Press, P.0. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406 or stop in at our office located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Ste. 202. OTHER RATES: For information about the professional services
directory or classified display ads, please call our office at (310)458-7737.

A/C CONSTRUCTION

Beverly Hills/Beverlywood
General Contractor
Residential Remodel &
Home Improvement
Honest * Reliable
FREE ESTIMATES
— Sabbath Observed—

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

CARPET
CLEANING

top of the line equipment
baby-safe cleaners
on time/satisfaction guaranteed
“Old School steam cleaning with

top of the line equipment”

Blue Ribbon Carget Cleaning

locally owned and operated

310-729-2931

BEST MOVERS

No job too small
2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR

Fully insured. We make it EZ.
Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193 (310) 300-9194

GRANITE COUNTERTOPS
UP TO 50% LESS
THAN HOME DEPOT!!!!

TRAVERTINE $3.50, FIREPLACES
ESKANDARISTONE.COM (310) 945-5799

INCORPORATIONS
310-936-6577

CONTEXT DESIGN

Ph: (626)806-6017

RESIDENTIAL/RETAIL
COMMERICAL

New construction,
major additions,
remodels, space planning,
tenant improvements.

We are a full service design firm.

DIAMOND RED PAINTING “A Profes-
sional Painting Contractor”
License#809274 dennisstankie@ya-
hoo.com 818-420-9565(Pager) 818-
415-5189 After 8pm

DONT HAVE TIME TO CLEAN YOUR
HOUSE? | DO! Meticulous, thorough, &
honest housecleaner to take the
burden off of you. Available on
weekends and some mornings.

Call 310-365-1753

GET ORGANIZED!

for filing system set-ups,
unpacking from a major move,
uncluttering closets and
other home/office paper
management problems, etc.

HIRE A PROFESSIONAL
ORGANIZER!
Call Christine Cohen:
310-274-4988

Member: National Association of Professional Organizers

“JENNY CAN CLEAN-IT” fast, reliable.
We take care of your cleaning, own
transportation. $40 (818)705-0297.

S Stewes 24
Guaranteed HOUR
DISCOUNT
PLUMBING

DRAINS « HEAT
RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL

(310) 439-7771 avu prices NecoTineLe
15% OFF WITH THIS AD

MOVING & Hauling, No job too small
818-832-3957

maids.

One less thing to worry about’

BONDED AND INSURED

CLEANING AMERICAN
HOMES SINCE 1979

(310) 673-2443

When You Get Ready to Fix Up, Call Us!

NED PARKER
CONSTRUCTION

Bonded & Insured « Lic#658-486
PAINTING * CARPENTRY * ROOFING
CONCRETE e ELECTRICAL

323.871.8869
“WINDOW CLEANING

professionals

esidential and Commercial
FREE Estimates
Specializing in Luxury Homes!

(310) 709-1257

ONE HOUR Alterations, hemming,
jeans, pants, skirts, etc. Made by pro-
fessional Call Michael 310-980-2674

NOTICE TO
READERS:

California law requires that
contractors taking jobs that
total $500 or more (labor or
materials) be licensed by the
Contractors State License
Board. State law also requires
that contractors include their
license number on all
advertising. You can check the
status of your licensed
contractor at www.cslb.ca.gov
or 800-321-CSLB. Unlicensed
contractors taking jobs that
total less than $500 must state
in their advertisements that
they are not licensed by the
Contractors State License
Board.

PAINTING TOP  QUALITY ARA
custom,Interior And Exterior . Free
Quote. Jeff Arrieta (310)560-9864.

PAINTING/WALLPAPER
PAINTING, Wallpaper Removal & In-
stallation, Wall Texturing, Free Esti-
mates! Glenn’s Wall Service 310-
686-8505

COMPUTER SERVICES

COMPUTER HELP: Your Office or
Home. Computer Tune-Up, Microsoft

Word, Excel, Powerpoint, Quickbooks
POS Internet Navigation. Software In-
stallation. Virus Removal 310-207-
3366 310-801-6845

WEBSITE DESIGN
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310.390.2252

>  FastOn-Site
14 Service

Computer Repairs

Networking, Set-Up, Installation,
Training, Wireless (WiFi), DSL/Cable,
Virus Protection and Removal

. g For Business or m-ﬂamn{g\‘//
T we Trwciiead:

(310) 395-6884

ATTORNEY SERVICES

BANKRUPTCY LAWYER

*Foreclosures * Collections
*Wage Garnishments *Tax Levies

REASONABLE LEGAL FEES

Law Offices of Bret D. Lewis
12304 Santa Monica Bivd. ~ 310-207-0696
www.blewislaw.com

RUN YOUR DBAs IN THE
'PRESS FOR ONLY $80.

DES FILING FEE, RECEIPT AND PROOF OF PUBLICATION. CALL US TODAY @ (310) 458-7737

Al
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PEOPLE IN THE NEWS

By The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Paris Hilton, the hotel heiress
famous for being famous, has created a jewelry line of
pink sparkles, stars and hearts.

The Paris Hilton collection, which ranges in price
from $15 to $95, is available exclusively at
Amazon.com. It includes necklaces, earrings, a charm
bracelet, a belly chain and a belly bar, all in sterling sil-
ver and pink crystal.

“I just looked into my style and looked through my
jewelry and things I liked and used that when I was
designing and sketching,” Hilton told The Associated
Press Wednesday.

Hilton, 23, worked with a designer and modeled the
jewelry shown on the Web site.

“I thought my fans would want to have part of me,
something I designed,” she told the AP. “A young girl is
able to afford it; it looks expensive but it’s not.”

Eager fans can also buy a copy of her memoir,
“Confessions of an Heiress: A Tongue-in-Chic Peek
Behind the Pose,” to be published Tuesday by Fireside,
and the DVD of the first season of her reality TV show,
“The Simple Life,” with her friend Nicole Richie.

Hilton bristled at the suggestion that she’s able to
design jewelry and record an upcoming CD because of
her socialite fame.

"I have a great line of jewelry and I have a great
voice,” she said. “The product is there, so people can’t
say anything.”

ATLANTA — Singer Ray Charles and music pub-
lisher-entrepreneur Bill Lowery will be honored Sept.
18 during a ceremony when the Georgia Music Hall of
Fame inducts four new members.

The hall of fame honors musicians and music indus-
try professionals who are Georgia natives or live in the
state. Both Charles and Lowery were among the first
group to be inducted into the hall of fame in 1979.

“Georgia has a rich music heritage and an event like
this brings that history and our great talent into the spot-
light,” Greg Torre, director of the Georgia Department
of Economic Development’s office of film, video and
music, said recently.

A group that includes radio pioneer Hugh Jarrett,
keyboardist Chuck Leavell, composer Mary Lou
Williams and opera singer Mattiwilda Dobbs will
receive the GEORGY Award this year for their contri-
butions to the state’s music heritage.

BERLIN — Germany has accepted a European court
decision that Monaco’s Princess Caroline can stop the
publication of photos of her and her family, despite
complaints by news organizations.

The European Court of Human Rights in Strasbourg,
France, ruled in June that three German magazines —
Bunte, Freizeit Revue and Neue Post — violated
Caroline’s privacy rights by publishing photos of her
and her children in their private lives.

It rejected a 1999 ruling from Germany’s supreme
court that allowed the photos on the grounds that
Caroline, who is married to Prince Ernst August of
Hanover, was a public figure.

German Justice Minister Brigitte Zypries said
Wednesday the Cabinet decided against an appeal after
concluding that the European ruling, which is not bind-
ing for national courts, does not explicitly curtail the
media’s right to report on politicians.

Yet the Association of German Newspaper
Publishers urged the government to change its mind,
decrying the decision as an “excuse for censorship.”

In its ruling on the eldest daughter of Prince Rainier
of Monaco, the European court said German courts “had
not struck a fair balance” between the press’ right to
cover the princess and the right to privacy of a person
who attends many public events.

It said that while the press had a right to take pictures

Paris Hilton unleashes own brand of bling, bling

of Caroline, many of the pictures published were of her
private life.

The court has no power to overturn the ruling, how-
ever, but failure to comply with its decision could have
meant fines for Germany from the Council of Europe.

Instead, Zypries said “the Cabinet has decided that
we will not appeal,” adding that the German high court
agreed with the decision.

SARAJEVO, Bosnia-Herzegovina — In Bosnia,
where one man’s hero is often another man’s villain,
some citizens have decided to honor a man that Serbs,
Croats and Muslims can all look up to — kung fu great
Bruce Lee.

Lee is best remembered for taking on dozens of bad
guys in a series of kung fu films, including 1973’s
“Enter the Dragon.”

The statue of the Chinese action hero in the ethnical-
ly divided city of Mostar is intended to remind people of
Lee’s lesser known values — “loyalty, friendship, skill
and justice,” said Veselin Gatalo, a writer who helped
come up with the idea.

Gatalo and a friend, Nino Raspudic, grew up on
Bruce Lee movies. They persuaded Boris Jovanovic, a
sculptor from Mostar, to create the statue of Lee “as if
he was alive and kicking.”

They hope to install the statue by November. The site
is symbolic — the Spanish Square, in the center of the
city, some 45 miles south of the capital Sarajevo.

Mostar was both physically and psychologically
scarred in Bosnia’s 1992-95 war, which killed hundreds
of thousands of Serbs, Croats and Muslims and left the
country divided into a Serb republic and a Muslim-
Croat federation.

Even now, Roman Catholic Croats and Muslims still
live apart, sending their children to different schools,
watching their own TV stations and cheering for rival
soccer teams.
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