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MAKING THE TEAM Daniel Archuleta daniela@smdp.com
Santa Monica High School held boys' soccer tryouts on Wednesday at John Adams Middle School. Samohi begins play in November. 

BY ASHLEY ARCHIBALD
Daily Press Staff Writer

PALISADES PARK Eco-groups Environment
California and Heal the Bay joined forces
Tuesday to call for the passage of a bill by a
local legislator that would end the use of
plastic shopping bags statewide.

The bill, put forward by Assemblywoman
Julia Brownley (D-Santa Monica), is cur-
rently in the Senate Appropriations
Committee. The committee must pass it on
to the full Senate, which has only four days
before the end of the legislative session to
send it to the governor’s office.

If not, another lawmaker will have to take
up the cause — Brownley terms out before
the beginning of the next session, and is in
the middle of a congressional run for the
26th District.

“A uniform, statewide bag ban policy is
inevitable,” Brownley said. “It simply makes
sense not to waste our resources on collect-
ing plastic bag trash. The public can acceler-
ate a ban by contacting their legislative rep-
resentatives to demand one, and by rallying
support across the state for a uniform bag
ban policy.”

Santa Monica city officials passed a ban
on single-use plastic bags in January 2011.
City officials started enforcing it in
September of that year.

BY DAILY PRESS STAFF 

WILSHIRE BLVD A 42-year-old woman was
in critical condition Tuesday afternoon after
she was struck by a car while jaywalking
across Wilshire Boulevard, police said.

The collision occurred around 1:30 p.m.
near the corner of Wilshire Boulevard and

Centinela Avenue, said Santa Monica Police
Sgt. Richard Lewis.

The woman who was hit was walking
north to south in the middle of Wilshire
when she was struck by a driver traveling east.

The woman was transported to a local
trauma center for surgery, but her condition
was not available by presstime.

The driver of the vehicle did not appear
to be under the influence and cooperated
with officers, Lewis said.

Police closed a portion of Wilshire
Boulevard. The road was reopened by 5
p.m., Lewis said.

news@smdp.com  

BY ASHLEY ARCHIBALD
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITYWIDE In 2011, a house on the 2500
block of Third Street lost its lid. And some-
where close to 49 percent of its walls.

The single-family residence, built in 1895,

exemplified “turn of the 20th century”-style
architecture, one of five in a row of homes
built around the same time that appear on
the City Hall Historic Resources Inventory, a
document of over 1,000 buildings in Santa
Monica of varying degrees of historic signif-
icance.

No longer.
The architect in charge of remodeling the

home stripped the old building down to its
skivvies, baring the studs that form the basis
of the home’s structure and removing all of
the exterior elements that indicated its age
and architecture.

Members of the historic preservation
community protested the loss, but to no
avail — a clever reading of the zoning code
allowed the architect to skirt a hearing
before the Landmarks Commission that

SEE BAN PAGE 9

SEE ZONING PAGE 8

Groups ask
for support
on statewide
bag ban

Female jaywalker struck on Wilshire Boulevard 

Planners try to close holes in zoning code
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What’s Up

Westside
OUT AND ABOUT IN SANTA MONICA

To create your own listing, 
log on to smdp.com/submitevent

For help, contact Daniel Archuleta at
310-458-7737 or submit to editor@smdp.com

For more information on any of the events listed, 
log on to smdp.com/communitylistings

Wednesday, Aug. 29,
2012

Talking transit
City Hall, City Council

Chambers
1685 Main St., 7 p.m.

The Planning Commission will
be discussing Downtown park-

ing fees and the city’s Bike
Action Plan. This is a special
meeting. For more informa-
tion, visit www.smgov.net.

It’s a wrap
Bergamot Station

2525 Michigan Ave., 
6 p.m. — 8 p.m.

Human Relations Council
Santa Monica Bay Area

invites you to attend the culmi-
nation program and reception

for the Kids With Cameras
Summer 2012 program. Kids
With Cameras is a six-week
workshop in photojournalism

that took Santa Monica middle
school youth to “people and
places” of their city. Come
and hear what they saw and
view their photographs on
exhibition. The youth repre-

sent the Boys & Girls Club of
Santa Monica, Police

Activities League (PAL) and
Santa Monica Family YMCA.

Dance, dance, dance
Santa Monica Bay 

Woman’s Club
1210 Fourth St., 
7 p.m. — 11 p.m.

Every Wednesday, the club
hosts a night of ballroom
dancing. There’s usually a

good crowd and you can even

get lessons. Cost: $10 gener-
al admission; $8 students. 

For more information, 
call (310) 487-0911.

Farm fresh
Downtown

Arizona Avenue between
Second and Third streets,

8:30 a.m. — 1:30 p.m.
This weekly Farmers’ Market
is widely considered one of

the best in SoCal. Everything
is fresh and there’s always
something new in season. 
For more information, call

(310) 458-8712.

Thursday, Aug. 30,
2012

Just for laughs
Westside Comedy Theatre

1323-A Third Street
Promenade, 8 p.m.

Come out for a full night of
stand up comedy from the

likes of Baron Vaughn,
Richard Bain and Andrew

Lopez. Cost: $5. For more
information, call 
(310) 451-0850.

Filling in with funk
Santa Monica Pier

7 p.m.
The Pimps of Joytime will be
playing this week’s Twilight

Concert Series after the origi-
nal act, Hot 8 Brass Band, had

to drop out of the show
because they are stuck in

New Orleans due to Hurricane
Isaac. For more information,

visit twilightseries.org.

Boys & Girls Clubs of Santa Monica is seeking

sponsors, volunteers and auction items for their

Help sustain and improve the club's programs and services 
for more than 7,000 local youth by becoming a sponsor, 

volunteering for the auction committee, contributing 
auction items and attending the event.

For more information contact Christina Coles at Christina@smbgc.org or 

(310) 361-8500 or fill out a contribution form online at www.smbgc.org/auction.

Friday, November

2nd, 2012
THE FAIRMONT MIRAMAR HOTEL

& BUNGALOWS

101 Wilshire Blvd.
Santa Monica, CA 90401

Honoring Monsignor Lloyd Torgerson & 

St. Monica School and Parish for their generous

support of the Club and our community.

Experienced Cosmetic
Dentistry

MODERN, COMFORTABLE AND SPA LIKE ATMOSPHERE
Top of the line technology | Amazing Yelp reviews | Using the best dental labs in the country

Check our monthly promotions on our website   www.SantaMonicaToothDr.com

2222 SANTA MONICA BLVD, SUITE 202, SANTA MONICA, CA 90404

Ali Mogharei DDS
(310) 829-2224

Basic Cleaning, Exam
and full Mouth Xrays 

$65.00
– Modern facilities, gentle dentistry, sedation

Free Cosmetic
Consultation
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Since 1967
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310-399-7892
27322 Mainn St.
Santaa Monica

www.theomeletteparlor.com
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“Let us help you
start Labor Day
Weekend right!”

BY DANIEL ARCHULETA
Managing Editor

SM PIER As Hurricane Isaac bears down on the Gulf Coast
the disruptions it’s causing forced Hot 8 Brass Band to can-
cel an appearance at this Thursday’s Twilight Concert Series
at the Santa Monica Pier.

As the storm approached their native New Orleans the
band’s management scrambled to find a quick retreat for the
act with buses, trains and planes hard to come by.

“I’ve been on the phone with [the band] for the past 24

hours,” said a spokesman for Baylin Artists Management,
which handles the band. “We were trying to get them there,
but storms can be a tricky thing.

“That’s how it goes with weather and touring.”
As the hurricane approached landfall on Tuesday, air-

ports and transit lines from southern Louisiana to Biloxi,
Miss. were closed with trips either canceled or diverted. It
left the band with little choice but to hunker down, which is
what officials in New Orleans are urging residents to do.

JUDY LIN
Associated Press

SACRAMENTO, Calif. With election politics in play, Gov.
Jerry Brown on Tuesday announced systemic reforms to save
billions of dollars in California’s underfunded pension sys-
tems, but dropped key changes he had sought to avoid a
showdown with labor allies.

As a result, pension reform advocates said the Democratic
proposal fails to address the long-term costs of the state’s
pension liabilities, largely by leaving benefits for the state’s
more than 200,000 employees unchanged without contract
changes negotiated with unions.

The reform deal does not include putting new govern-

SEE CONCERT PAGE 9

SEE PLAN PAGE 10

DOWNTOWN
Conservancy rallies to save post office

The Santa Monica Conservancy is calling for a full court
press on the United States Postal Service to prevent the
closure of the historic post office on Fifth Street.

On Aug. 17, the USPS formally announced its decision
to move services currently at the Fifth Street location to
the carrier annex at 1653 Seventh St., south of Colorado
Avenue and the future Exposition Light Rail Line.

The Postal Service would then sell the building on the
open market.

The conservancy opposes the move out of fear that a
future owner will not respect the historic nature of the
New Deal-era building.

“The National Trust for Historic Preservation is so con-
cerned about the failure of the Postal Service to provide
adequate protections that it has named the historic post
offices to its 2012 list of the Nation’s Most Endangered
Historic Places,” the conservancy wrote in a release
issued Tuesday.

City Hall has already announced that it will be working
on an appeal with the support of Congressman Henry
Waxman, and the conservancy asked the public to help
support the effort by sending letters to the Postal Service
by Aug. 31.

It also calls on the Landmarks Commission to prepare
to nominate the post office for status as a recognized
landmark. The commission can’t move on a nomination
until after the building is sold.

ASHLEY ARCHIBALD 

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Photo courtesy Santa Monica Pier
THE PIMPS OF JOYTIME

Pier concert band cancels
due to Hurricane Isaac

Brown reaches compromise on pension reform plan 

ANTHONY MCCARTNEY
AP Entertainment Writer

LOS ANGELES Lindsay Lohan will not be prosecuted for a
burglary at a home where she had been a houseguest, prose-
cutors determined Tuesday.

The decision came after Los Angeles police detectives pre-
sented a potential felony burglary case against the actress
and two men who were reportedly at the Hollywood Hills
home of a longtime acquaintance after several items went
missing earlier this month.

Prosecutors cited lack of evidence to prove Lohan was
involved in the thefts at the home. The items taken were
described as keys, cash, sunglasses and a credit card holder.
The homeowner, businessman Sam Magid, is an acquain-

SEE LOHAN PAGE 9

Prosecutors reject
burglary case
against Lohan 
Santa Monica police continue
to investigate traffic accident
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Remove the requirement  
Editor:

State Assembly Bill 5 removes the requirement that
increases in student test scores be included in teacher
evaluations (“10th graders sail through exit exam,”
Aug. 23). Good idea.

A number of studies have shown that rating teach-
ers using student test-score gains does not give consis-
tent results. Different tests produce different ratings,
and the same teacher’s ratings can vary from year to
year, sometimes quite a bit.

In addition, using test-score gains for evaluation
encourages gaming the system, trying to produce
increases in scores by teaching test-taking strategies,
not by encouraging real learning. This is like putting a
match under the thermometer and claiming you have
raised the temperature of the room.

There is another problem. Studies show that chil-
dren of poverty typically lose reading proficiency dur-
ing the summer, while more advantaged children
improve. This means that we would need pre-tests in
the fall to measure the effect of school from fall to
spring, without the effect of summer. This would double
the already excessive amount of testing now required.

We are all interested in finding the best ways of eval-
uating teachers, but using student test-score gains is a
lousy way to do it.

Stephen Krashen
professor emeritus

University of Southern California

He’s a saint 
Editor:

Thank God Santa Monica has a Bill Bauer. Thank God
someone cares about Santa Monica. Thank God some-
one is finding out and exposing the “clandestine,” “cit-
izen” and “neighborhood groups” and their true lead-
ers and purpose; the ones that seem to occasionally
materialize out of nowhere (“Is SMRG fabulous or
phony?” My Write, Aug. 26). 

Where do those groups come from?
Having resided in Santa Monica for nearly 55 years,

when a new neighborhood group materializes out of
nowhere (with no public call to arms, organizing for
change or to start a group), you wonder how the group
really started, and whether, once again, it’s only one or
two business owners claiming to be a “neighborhood
group” only to obfuscate the facts of who they are,
what they are and what they truly seek. 

I applaud Mr. Bauer. He is the only one who seems to
care enough to get to the bottom of this issue (and all
the others he covers and tries to clarify for the good of
the citizens of Santa Monica).

He seems to find out:
1. Who is running them?
2. Who they truly represent?
3. What they really want?
I applaud Bill Bauer for all his efforts to educate us,

to inform us who these groups are and who is truly
behind their efforts. Only that way can we understand
their purpose and the true message they are attempt-
ing to communicate to us. 

And then, and only then, can we make an educated
decision on what our options are, to agree with them or
disagree, which is what I think citizen and/ or neighbor-
hood groups and how they influence our decision-mak-
ing process is all about.

Thank you, Mr. Bill Bauer. Thank you for helping edu-
cate me. Thank you for bringing transparency, clarity to
what seems to be others’ obfuscation of the facts for
their own good; not mine, yours, or others. 

Fiona Gonsier
Santa Monica

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Send comments to editor@smdp.com 

“ALL OF THIS NEGATIVE PRESS IS BS,”
Lindsay Lohan tweeted last week.“Whenever
I’m doing great, people fabricate lies. It’s
such a shame. I’m just sayin’.”

The woe-is-me statement came on the
heels of news that police questioned the oft-
troubled actress in yet another alleged jewel-
ry theft case. Which was on the heels of yet
another after-hours incident in which wit-
nesses said she threw a full-blown temper
tantrum in a nightclub. This was on the
heels of yet another car accident in which
she cried the car was at fault, which was on
the heels of yet a different car accident in
Santa Monica in which she blamed another
driver.

In virtually every case in which Lindsay
has been accused of something — bad
behavior, immature behavior, illegal behav-
ior or immoral behavior — she cries foul
and points the finger at everyone but herself.

Which is kind of the same thing with
Lance Armstrong.

There’s no question that people in the
spotlight almost always have some number
of detractors and people who wish them
more failure than success. But at what point
do Lance and Lindsay come to the self-real-
ization that, when you meet multiple jerks
and liars in a day, almost every single day,
throughout the course of nearly your entire
career, perhaps the jerk and liar is actually
you?

Clearly Lindsay surrounds herself with
parasites looking to nip away at or share in
her tiny, but still present, slice of fame and
infamy. Some of Lance’s accusers are admit-
ted dopers themselves.

However, in the case of both Lance and
Lindsay, there are also plenty of credible
handlers, doctors, teammates, acquaintances
and friends who have allegedly come for-
ward with what appear to be plausible state-
ments in which they say they saw the trou-
blesome, cheating or otherwise illicit behav-
ior firsthand. While it’s possible that some of
them have lied, it seems even more likely
that even more of them are telling the truth.

Lindsay isn’t saving lives. And based on
her career trajectory over the past several
years, she’s barely even entertaining them
other than through tabloid fodder.

But Lance has touched and inspired lives
through his cancer fights and Tour de France
victories, and is helping improve even more
lives through his Livestrong cancer founda-
tion. Taking the latter into special considera-
tion, it’s hard to imagine that there are
enough cold, heartless and calculating peo-
ple trying to falsely undo him, knowing full
well that if he fails, then his work on behalf
of cancer sufferers will suffer likewise. Does

Lance really think we believe that there are
that many evildoers who, in effect, have it
out for people trying to survive cancer?

While many athletes and celebrities will
always have some amount of haters as a mat-
ter of course, the kind of hate Lance has
engendered is staggering, especially if what’s
been said about him has been entirely
invented, as he claims with a straight face. If
every last one of Lindsay and Lance’s accus-
ers are really lying, surely Oliver Stone would
have movies about them in the works
because the conspiracies that both the
actress and athlete have claimed about and
against themselves are such that even the
staunchest JFK-assassination theorists
would be licking their lips.

Mary Wittenberg, chief executive of New
York Road Runners, calls his situation “sad,”
and argued to the New York Daily News that
Lance “missed an opportunity to ‘really
make a difference.’”

“I think he has the platform and the cred-
ibility to put that bully pulpit he has had to
work in a positive way. If he had in fact
cheated and would be willing to talk about
it, the risk and the downside, and become a
symbol that reminds people that it’s not
worth it. If it is a situation where Lance may
have violated the rules and cheated, what an
unbelievable opportunity it would be to tell
the story of the importance of playing
clean,” she said.

What separates Lance from athletic dop-
ers such as Barry Bonds and Roger Clemens
is that he’s been a hero to more than just
sports fans. His fights against his own can-
cer, coupled with his astronomical career
milestones and the staggering sums he’s
raised on behalf of his foundation, have
made an impressive dent in the cancer-fight-
ing community. Which means his failure to
admit even an iota of wrongdoing is a failure
on behalf of cycling fans and gravely-ill fans.
And that’s not just sad, but heartbreaking
and possibly even life changing to those who
might just not be able to bear any more
unnecessary bad news.

While plenty are standing behind him
and screaming that the system is flawed,
probably even more would shout their sup-
port for him if Lance said the system is
flawed, but also admitted he is too.

Until that day comes — and it seems
unlikely it will, at least anytime soon —
Lance has kind of shown he’s no better, and
maybe just as low as Lindsay Lohan.

Which is a sad day for cycling enthusiasts
and cancer crusaders, albeit a doubly great
one for the tabloids.

More at MeredithCarroll.com.

Meredith C. Carroll Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Meredith Pro Tem
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SEND YOUR LETTERS TO
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The lies that bind Lance, Lindsay 
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GGrruubbbbiinn’’  oonn  tthhee  ggoo  
The Planning Commission last week
voted in favor of new regulations for off-
street food truck lots, allowing them on
Main Street one day a week while letting
them set up shop on Santa Monica,
Lincoln and Pico boulevards for four.
They’ll have to set up restrooms and pro-
vide parking, among other things. Some
restaurant owners are none too pleased. 

SSoo,,  tthhiiss  wweeeekk’’ss  QQ--LLiinnee  qquueessttiioonn  aasskkss::

What should the City Council do now,
allow the food truck lots or curtail their
operations to only street parking? 

Contact qqlliinnee@@ssmmddpp..ccoomm before FFrriiddaayy  aatt
55  pp..mm.. and we’ll print your answers in the
weekend edition of the Daily Press. You
can also call 331100--557733--88335544.

ARIZONA AVE.
WILSHIRE BLVD.

14TH
 ST.

15TH
 ST.�

FINDING A NEW
DENTIST IS TOUGH!!!

(BUT WE MAKE IT EASY!!!)
TRY OUR NO OBLIGATION

$1  EXAM
includes FULL XRAYS AND INVISALIGN CONSULTATION

If you don’t like what we have to say we will give
you a copy of your x-rays at no charge

DENTAL CARE WITHOUT JUDGEMENT!
No need to be embarrassed if you haven’t been in for 

a long time complex cases welcome

"NO HASSLE" DENTAL INSURANCE PROCESSING
We will take care of all your insurance paperwork

WE OFFER UNIQUE SERVICES
*Nitrous Oxide provided as a courtesy

*No interest payment plans
*Emergencies can be seen today

*Our dentists and staff members are easy to talk to

AND OF COURSE WE DO
-Invisalign    -Periodontist on Staff    -Oral Surgeon on Staff
-Cosmetics and Implants    -Zoom bleaching    -and more

SANTA MONICA FAMILY DENTISTRY
DR. ALAN RUBENSTE IN
1260 15th ST. SUITE #703

( 3 1 0 )  7 3 6 - 2 5 8 9
WWW.ALANRUBENSTEINDDS.COM

P R E S E N T S

Monday, Oct. 15, 6:00 p.m.

THE SANTA MONICA PUBLIC LIBRARY’S

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. AUDITORIUM

Featuring

Candidates for the Santa Monica City Council, 

the Santa Monica–Malibu Unified School District Board of Education.

Answers to the tough questions that face our city posed 

by the SMDP editorial staff and most importantly, YOU.

601 Santa Monica Blvd., Santa Monica, CA 90401

FREE ADMISSION, open to the public, light hors d'oeuvres and beverages.

For more information call 310-458-7737

Squirm 

Night
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LOCAL
CANDIDATES

FORUM

BACK IN THE DAYS BEFORE HE JOINED
the dark side of “The Force,” Arnold
Schwarzenegger was a compelling advocate
for taxpayers. He noted that “from the time
they get up in the morning and flush the toi-
let, they’re taxed. Then they go and get the
cup of coffee, they’re taxed. … This goes on
all day long. Tax, tax, tax … .”

The Governator has come and gone, but
Californians are still among the most heavi-
ly burdened taxpayers in the nation. We rank
first in state sales tax and gas tax, second in
income tax and, even with Proposition 13,
we rank 10th in taxes per owner-occupied
residence. You’d think this would be enough
for the Sacramento politicians and powerful
special interests, but, as always, it is never
enough.

The current governor wants voters to
approve Proposition 30, a $65 billion tax
increase, and he has raised $11 million so far
to pay for a massive campaign to convince
voters they are not paying enough of their
hard-earned money to government.

Not surprisingly, of the top 10 contribu-
tors to pass Proposition 30, six are govern-
ment employee unions that expect to benefit
from more government income. But many
will find it curious that those who also want
you to pay more include major industries in
healthcare, tobacco, pharmaceuticals, insur-
ance, entertainment, telecommunications,
financial services, beverage manufacturers
and distributors and Indian tribes, just to
name a few.

Not only is it hard to go through the day
without being taxed, as Arnold (version 1.0)
pointed out, it is hard to go through it with-
out using the services of companies such as
Blue Shield, Aera Energy, Occidental
Petroleum, America Beverage Corp., Disney,
Warner Bros., Viacom, CBS, NBC, Sony,
Dignity Health, Anthem Blue Cross, State
Farm, California Cable &
Telecommunications Assn., Pepsi Cola and
Coca Cola. These and dozens of other major
businesses are supporting the Sacramento
politicians’ efforts to raise taxes.

Back in 1978, when Howard Jarvis was
working to pass tax relief for average
Californians, he was frustrated by the level of
support for the opposition from major busi-
ness interests. Bank of America, Atlantic
Richfield, Southern Pacific Railroad,
Standard Oil of California, the Title
Insurance Corporation, several large broker-
age houses and many others, all made signif-
icant contributions to fund the campaign

against Proposition 13.
The reason that so many large businesses

are supporting higher taxes today, while so
many opposed tax relief 34 years ago, is pre-
cisely the same. Howard would say that the
principle inventory of these big businesses
was cowardice, but he understood what was
at stake for many of these firms. He
explained it this way: “Actually, a number of
people in a position to know told me that the
Bank of America and other big corporations
that came out against 13 wanted to support
it. But Assembly Speaker Leo McCarthy let
them know that if they didn’t oppose 13, the
Legislature would find a way to punish
them.”

Ironically, all the faces in Sacramento
have changed but one. Jerry Brown was gov-
ernor then and is governor now. Rumor has
it he has been working the phones hard with
a heavy-handed message. And any business
that is subject to state regulation and/or is
under threat of a potential tax increase is
likely to listen very carefully to even a polite
call from the governor.

Like Howard, I have been told personally
by officers and lobbyists from many of the
organizations and interests who have con-
tributed to Brown’s tax hike proposal that
they have been threatened with harmful leg-
islation if they didn’t financially support the
massive tax hike. Jerry’s biggest weapon? The
veto pen. So much bad legislation is on its
way to his desk representing the worst of
heavy-handed regulation and higher busi-
ness exactions that he can “persuade” busi-
nesses to contribute lest he sign the offensive
new proposals into law. With one party rule
in California, the adage “absolute power cor-
rupts absolutely,” is in full play — especially
in this last week of the legislative session.

As with Prop. 13, while many business
interests will side with Brown publicly, pri-
vately they will vote against him with enthu-
siasm.

For those who want to know more about
who is working to raise their taxes can go to
www.hjta.org and look under “Hot Topics.”
Maybe a phone call or two to these business
interests from their customers might remind
them that “doing the right thing” is the right
thing to do.

JJOONN  CCOOUUPPAALL  is president of the Howard Jarvis
Taxpayers Association -– California’s largest
grass-roots taxpayer organization dedicated to
the protection of Proposition 13 and the
advancement of taxpayers’ rights.

Jon Coupal Send comments to editor@smdp.com

The Taxman

Guess who wants to raise your taxes
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BY TRACIE CONE
Associated Press

FRESNO, Calif. The rustic tent cabins of
Yosemite National Park — a favorite among
families looking to rough it in one of the
nation’s most majestic settings — have
become the scene of a public health crisis
after two visitors died from a rodent-borne
disease following overnight stays.

On Tuesday, park officials sent letters and
e-mails to 1,700 visitors who stayed in some
of the dwellings in June, July and August,
warning them that they may have been
exposed to the disease that also caused two
other people to fall ill.

Those four people contracted hantavirus
pulmonary syndrome after spending time in
one of the 91 “Signature Tent Cabins” at
Curry Village around the same time in June.
The illness is spread by contact with rodent
feces, urine and saliva, or by inhaling
exposed airborne particles.

After the first death, the park sanitized
the cabins and alerted the public through
the media that the cause might have been
diseased mice in the park.

However, officials did not know for sure
the death was linked to Yosemite or the
campsite until the Centers for Disease
Control determined over the weekend that a
second visitor, a resident of Pennsylvania,
also had died.

After every park tragedy, officials stress
that Yosemite is a wilderness area and with it
come some dangers.

“We’re very concerned about visitors and
employees,” park spokesman Scott Gediman
said. “But we feel we are taking proactive
steps in both cleaning the affected areas and
in public education. But it’s absolutely
impossible to eliminate all risk.”

On Sunday night, health officials with the
National Park Service sent out an alert ask-
ing public health authorities to be on the
watch for more potential rodent-related
cases of acute respiratory failure.

Yosemite receives 4 million tourists a year
from around the world, and national park
officials were trying to determine if the
warning should be expanded to include for-
eign countries.

“We’re discussing whether to do that and
how to do that,” said Dr. David Wong, chief
of the epidemiology branch of the National
Park Service Office of Public Health.

The disease can incubate for up to six
weeks before flu-like symptoms develop. It’s
fatal in 30 percent of all cases, and there is no
specific treatment. It is not spread human-
to-human.

Wong said the Yosemite cases are unusual
because hantavirus illnesses are most often
isolated events.

“We are seeing more than one person
who got it in a narrow space and time,” he
said. “It makes us wonder why, and those are
questions we don’t have the answers to.”

All the victims stayed in the cabins
between June 10 and June 20, and all four
known cases were contracted by people who
stayed within 100 feet of each other but not
necessarily in the same cabins.

The National Park Service currently has
assigned two epidemiologists to work in the

park trapping rodents for testing. Additional
studies are being done to determine if the
Yosemite rodent population is higher than nor-
mal after a record snowpack in 2011 provided
ample water for the grass seeds mice favor.

“Rodents and mice are native to the park,
but we are looking at the populations and
working with our wildlife biologists to
determine if the population is too high,”
Gediman said. “There are rodents here, and
we could never trap them all so that’s not
going to mitigate it.”

As the Labor Day weekend approaches,
some people have canceled reservations at
Curry Village after hearing about the out-
break, Gediman said.

The camp sits at the base of the 3,000-
foot Glacier Point.

After boulders rained down in 2008, the
park permanently closed some cabins. The
newer, insulated Signature Cabins were built
in 2009 to replace them. Investigators are
trying to determine why those cabins were
involved in the outbreak.

Park concessionaire Delaware North Co.,
which oversees the cabins, did not immedi-
ately return phone calls seeking comment.

Rangers are handing out information
brochures at the park entrance warning peo-
ple to avoid mice in general and mouse
droppings in particular.

People with reservations in the affected
cabins are not being notified before arrival,
but they are being warned during check-in
to report any sightings of mouse feces.

“This is a serious public health issue and
we want to be transparent, but at the same
time we don’t want people to alter their
plans, because we are taking the necessary
precautions,” Gediman said.

Since the first illness was reported earlier
this month, employees of Delaware North
disinfected all 408 canvas-sided and wood-
sided cabins in Curry Village. Workers are in
the midst of shoring up the cabins in an
attempt to keep mice from have easy access.

Epidemiologists say none of the victims
had anything in common other than staying
in Yosemite cabins.

A 37-year-old man from the San
Francisco Bay area was the first person to
die. Further details have not been released
because of medical privacy laws.

Of the 587 documented U.S. cases since
the virus was identified in 1993, about one-
third proved fatal.

Deer mice were determined to be the
main carriers of the virus, though other
rodents can be infected, according to the
Centers for Disease Control. Most of the
cases occur in the West, though researchers
are not sure why.

This year’s deaths mark the first such
fatalities of park visitors, although two oth-
ers were stricken in a more remote area of
the park in 2000 and 2010.

There have been at least two other fatal
cases in national parks in the past few years,
including a deputy superintendent at Glacier
National Park who died in 2004, and a
tourist at the Grand Canyon who was strick-
en in 2009.

Wong said health officials never were able
to determine whether the victims contracted
hantavirus inside the park grounds.

Yosemite officials say 
1,700 visitors risk disease
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SUE MANNING
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES Could your dog or cat be a
southpaw?

Paw preference won’t make a dog or cat
walk, talk or wink like a human. You won’t
even get a high-five or a fist pump out of it,
said Dr. Nick Dodman, director of the
Animal Behavior Clinic in the Department
of Clinical Sciences at Cummings School of
Veterinary Medicine at Tufts University in
Massachusetts.

There’s the curiosity factor though, he
said. “Wow, I thought that was something
unique to people, and how weird to think
the dog could be” left- or right-pawed.

Vets and owners agree that pets, includ-
ing horses, have right and left preferences.

Researchers are studying things like right
brain-left brain connections, genetics and
sexual orientation that may one day change
the way dogs and cats are bred, raised,
trained and used, said Dr. Stefanie Schwartz
of the Veterinary Neurology Center in
Tustin, Calif., and a member of the
American College of Veterinary
Behaviorists.

Some horses have to be ambidextrous,
said Dr. Sharon Crowell-Davis, a behavior
and anatomy professor in the College of
Veterinary Medicine at the University of
Georgia.

A 1991 study at Ataturk University in
Turkey showed 50 percent of cats were right-
pawed, 40 percent were left-pawed and 10
percent were ambidextrous. That study
might be out-of-date, Schwartz said, but it
does provide percentages.

A 2006 study from the University of
Manchester in England showed dogs were
split half-and-half.

About 90 percent of humans are right-
handed and 10 percent are left-handed.

Laterality — the textbook term meaning
one side of the brain is dominant over the
other — may someday help breeders predict
which puppies will make the best military,
service and therapy dogs, Schwartz said, and
that could be lifesaving.

But for now, here are a few simple tests
you can do to determine your pet’s prefer-
ence, she said. Doing it 100 times (over sev-
eral days) should give you an answer, she
said.

• If you teach a dog to shake, which paw
does it offer you first and most often?

• Fill a toy with something delicious and
put it in the center of the dog’s visual field.
Which paw does it use to touch the toy first?
Which paw does the dog use to hold the toy?

• Put something sticky on a dog or cat’s
nose. Which paw does the animal use to
remove it?

• Place a treat or a piece of cheese under a
sofa, just beyond a dog or cat’s reach. Which
paw does it use to try and get it out?

• Dangle a toy over a cat’s head. Which
paw does it lift to bat it?

• Put a treat under a bowl. Which paw
does the cat or dog use to move it?

• When a dog wants in the backdoor,
which paw does it “knock” with?

Schwartz said there are a few things that
might alter test results:

• If a dog has arthritis or an injury in a
shoulder or leg, it could use the other to
compensate.

• When a cat really wants something, tests
show it uses its dominant paw, but when it’s
just fooling around, it may use either or
both.

• It’s possible that handedness in dogs,
and maybe cats, will change over time as the
animal’s motivation changes.

Luckily, the well-being of dogs and cats
doesn’t depend on preference. The same
cannot be said for horses, Crowell-Davis
said.

In U.S. racing, horses only have to lean
left because all races are run counterclock-
wise on tracks, but in some competitions
and in some other countries, horses have to
race and canter both ways. “They have to be
able to circle right and left. If not, they can
trip,” Crowell-Davis said.

“You have to work to get them to take the
lead they prefer less,” she said.

Crowell-Davis has never seen an adver-
tisement promoting right- or left-pawed
dogs or cats. “The only time you see it used
in advertising is with horses. If a horse if
being offered for sale, because of issues on
the lead, it may say ‘Works well on both
leads’ to emphasize the horse has had train-
ing.”

Robin A.F. Olson of Newtown, Conn.,
founder and president of Kitten Associates
Inc., a rescue organization, said her cats are
always reaching for toys or treats with one
paw or another.

Olson said she was born left-handed, but
her mother didn’t want her growing up left-
handed in a world of right-handed people.
“She always handed things to me close to my
right hand. She always put the crayons in my
right hand.”

There won’t be any such lessons for her
cats, she said. “I try not to be judgmental of
my cats’ abilities or lack thereof. We will
never worry about the anti-paw.”

It appears that Nora, an internationally
acclaimed 8-year-old piano-playing tabby
from Philadelphia, owned by piano teacher
Betsy Alexander and her artist-photogra-
pher husband, Burnell Yow, is right-pawed.
Yow studied her videos and “determined
that she appears to lead with her right paw,
then follow with her left,” Alexander said.

But she has her ambidextrous, head-
strong moments.

“She uses both paws to reach for specific
notes, even black notes ... and she uses her
head to roll a series of multiple notes.”

Paw testing could be fun for pets



might have preserved the exterior of the
home.

That provision is called “substantial
remodel,” and states that a remodel rises to
the level of a demolition when 50 percent or
more of the exterior walls are removed, a
definition which does not include the plaster
or other defining features of those walls that
are so prized by preservationists.

It’s one of the many aspects of Santa
Monica’s zoning code that’s getting a look-
over as the Planning Department and its
consultants from Dyett & Bhatia Urban &
Regional Planners, a San Francisco-based
planning firm, embark on an update they
expect to finish by 2013.

The zoning code is the flesh that hangs on
the skeleton defined by the Santa Monica
community in the Land Use and Circulation
Element, a tome of a document meant to pro-
vide guidance on development, circulation
and other critical elements of Santa Monica.

Whereas the LUCE provided the outline
and form, the zoning code fills in the details
of policies, providing the “how” to go along
with the LUCE’s dictates.

It is, therefore, long, complicated and
often tedious to the layperson, but it governs
aspects of how the city looks and moves that
many people care about, and it hasn’t seen
an update since 1988.

“[T]here have been many significant
changes in the way we live, work and play
since that time, and the Zoning Ordinance
needs to be updated to reflect those
changes,” wrote planners on a website dedi-
cated to the zoning update.

In some cases, like the substantial remod-
el definition, the language of the old zoning
code has created unintended consequences.

It’s meant to prevent homeowners from
effectively demolishing their homes without
the appropriate permits in the name of
“remodel,” said Planning Director David
Martin.

That could be preferable to homeowners
to avoid the trouble of getting a permit, and
also because some homes have aspects —
like inadequate parking or setbacks — that
would no longer be allowed under the
municipal playbook.

Skirting the review process by avoiding
the need to pull a permit for demolition or
substantial remodel would save them the
headache. If the building is 40 years old or
older, it also means they don’t have to visit
the Landmarks Commission for a review of
the house’s potential historic nature.

That end run around the process is one of
two things that led to the stripping of the
home on Third Street, and it’s an outcome
that preservationists have been trying to
overcome since 2004, said Nina Fresco, a
Landmarks commissioner.

“It came up in the work plan to look at
that definition because people were abusing
it back then,” she said.

Commissioners at the time were advocat-
ing for “skins” of buildings to be included in
the calculations, meaning that leaving the
bare wooden supports would not be enough
to constitute the preservation of a wall.

“You can’t remove the siding and change
all of the windows and not trigger a substan-
tial remodel,” Fresco said.

While the Planning Department and its
consultants recognize that the definition has
been used creatively, it must step cautiously
to balance the desires of the preservation
community with that of homeowners, said
Jory Phillips, a city planner brought on in
mid-2011 specifically to deal with the zoning
code update.

“We do want the average homeowner to
be able to remodel their home without too
much trouble,” Phillips said.

The goal is to create a definition that
speaks more to the character of the building
and less to the structural members that
remain underneath the surface and also
retains enough subjectivity to make sure
“good things” don’t get held up in the
bureaucratic process.

So far, neither the department nor its
consultant from Dyett & Bhatia, Vivian
Kahn, have decided how to accomplish that.

Many areas don’t require even this level of
review unless the structure is already desig-
nated a landmark, while others, like San
Francisco, require almost everything to
come before a deciding body, Kahn said.

“One of the issues that jurisdictions are
constantly grappling with is how much of a
burden to impose on homeowners,” she said.

In Pasadena, a city with a large number of
historic homes and buildings, planners have
a separate definition of demolition that
speaks directly to historic preservation.

A structural wall that faces the street can-
not be changed in such a way that has “an
adverse effect” on the significance of the
property without review, said Kevin
Johnson, a planner in the city.

“In Pasadena, most of the people here are
knowledgable of or embrace historic preser-
vation,” Johnson said. “In most cases, it’s not
an issue.”

If Santa Monica’s new definition means
throwing the breaks on de facto demolitions
long enough for the commission to review
them, it’s done its job, Fresco said.

“We want to protect those until we can
research them properly,” Fresco said.

ashley@smdp.com
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RIPPED: This historic house on Third Street
was stripped to the studs during a remodel.
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The idea was to put a stop to the
approximately 26 million single-use plas-
tic bags given out every year in Santa
Monica, bags that contributed to litter and
green house gas emissions and cost resi-
dents and other taxpayers in clean-up and
landfill fees.

Santa Monica’s contribution is only a
drop in the bucket compared to the 19 bil-
lion bags used each year in California.

While over 50 cities and counties have
passed their own bans, including the city
and county of Los Angeles, a statewide ban
like the one Brownley proposes would make
a major impact.

Only 5 percent of plastic bags are actually
recycled, according to the Office of
Sustainability and the Environment. Many of
the others find their ways into the ocean,
where fish and other wildlife mistake them
for food.

Those bags leach chemicals into the
water, and could be impacting humans that
eat the fish, said Heide Chuek, a clean ener-
gy associate with Environment California.

“Nothing that we use for a few minutes
should pollute our oceans for hundreds of
years,” she said.

While the ban on plastic bags seems to be
gaining steam, so does the opposition.

A conservative think tank called the
National Center for Policy Analysis released
a study this month declaring that the ban on
plastic bags had delivered a major blow to

businesses in Los Angeles County.
According to the study, 80 percent of the

stores in unincorporated parts of the county
reported a decrease in sales averaging 5.7
percent.

The study also concluded that paper bags
create more landfill waste than plastic, and
plastic bags use 71 percent less energy dur-
ing production than paper bags.

The study struck Dean Kubani, the direc-
tor of the Office for Sustainability and the
Environment, as fishy.

“It reads to me like a study prepared to fit
a predetermined conclusion,” Kubani said.

Only 3 percent of the almost 800 stores
contacted actually returned a survey, and the
report uses very selective data regarding the
environmental impacts of various types of
bags while making definitive statements
about the information.

“Those statements are (simply) untrue
and are not borne out by rigorous scientific
analysis,” Kubani said.

The report tries to make the case that
businesses will suffer if areas no longer allow
plastic bags. Jim Cragg, a businessman in the
sewing industry and founder of Green Vets
LA, begs to differ.

Green Vets LA is a nonprofit that employs
veterans to sew reusable bags out of old mil-
itary materials. Banning plastic bags would
create thousands of jobs, Cragg said.

“Sustainability is a good business prac-
tice,” Cragg said.

Santa Monica has ordered 26,000 bags
from Green Vets LA since 2009.

ashley@smdp.com
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The massive storm comes on the seven-
year anniversary of Hurricane Katrina,
which devastated New Orleans and swaths
of the nearby coast. Isaac is not expected to
cause the same level of damage, but the clo-
sures of major transportation lines were still
warranted due to the expected strength of
the storm.

Isaac was upgraded to a category 1 hurri-
cane on Tuesday afternoon with winds gust-
ing to 100 mph as of presstime.

There was talk of having the band travel
to Houston to make the trip to Los Angeles,
but just two of the band’s eight members
made the journey.

“Securing their homes and families was
more of a priority for the band, and I under-
stand that,” said Rum & Humble’s Martin

Fleischmann, the concert series’ promoter.
“We had to make the decision to find an apt
replacement.”

It was the second time during this year’s
series that a band canceled. Jamaica-based
The Mighty Diamonds were unable to
secure visas and missed the July 12 show.

Fleischmann worked his connections in
the music industry and found The Pimps of
Joytime, a funk and soul band out of
Brooklyn that happened to be in California
to play a show in Santa Cruz.

They will headline the show. Leo
Nocentelli, one of the founding members of
New Orleans rock/funk band The Meters, is
opening. The concert is scheduled to begin
at 7 p.m. on Thursday.

“It’s a difficult situation all around,”
Fleischmann said. “It was an act of God, but
that doesn’t make it less disappointing.”

daniela@smdp.com

tance of Lohan and later told authorities that
he did not want to pursue a case.

“Lindsay is glad this matter has been
cleared up so she can focus on her upcoming
projects,” her spokesman Steve Honig said in
a statement Tuesday afternoon.

One of the men police interviewed was
Lohan’s assistant, who told authorities that
he, the actress and another man went into
the home early Aug. 18. Some items were
taken, but the assistant refused to say who
stole them, according to a memo rejecting
the charges.

“We do not have sufficient evidence to
prove this case beyond a reasonable
doubt,” the prosecution memo states. The
document also noted that none of the
missing items were found in the posses-
sion of Lohan or the two men who were
believed to be at the house on the day of
the burglary.

Los Angeles police say their investigation

into the thefts will continue.
Lohan remains on probation for a 2011

case in which she pleaded no contest to tak-
ing a $2,500 necklace without permission.
After completing a strict counseling and
morgue cleanup duty program implemented
by a judge, Lohan no longer has to report to
a judge, but she faces jail time if she is
charged with another crime.

In recent months she has resumed acting,
portraying Elizabeth Taylor in a Lifetime
movie about the actress’ love affair with
Richard Burton.

She also recently filmed “The Canyons,” a
film by “Less Than Zero” author Bret Easton
Ellis. That film has Lohan playing opposite
James Deen, who is best known as an adult
film star with thousands of movies to his
credit.

Police in Santa Monica continue to inves-
tigate a crash involving Lohan and her assis-
tant on the Pacific Coast Highway earlier
this year. Lohan was on her way to the set of
the Lifetime film “Liz and Dick” when she
slammed into the back of a dump truck and
had to be briefly hospitalized.

CONCERT
FROM PAGE 3

LOHAN
FROM PAGE 3



ment workers in a hybrid system that includes a 401(k)-style
plan, greater independence for the board that oversees the
state’s main pension fund or a reduction in retiree health
care costs, which are skyrocketing.

Still, Brown hailed the deal as a landmark achievement
and said it will make pension benefits for public employees
lower than they were during his first term in office, in 1975.

“These reforms make fundamental changes that rein in
costs and help to ensure that our public retirement system is
sustainable for the long term,” the governor said in a state-
ment. “These reforms require sacrifice from public employ-
ees and represent a significant step forward.”

Labor leaders also were not pleased by what they saw as a
violation of collecting bargaining rights. The reforms for
new employees include an annual pension cap, contribu-
tions of at least half of their pension costs and a higher
retirement age for full benefits.

“We are fighting back and we’re struggling, and in this
case it appears like we’re losing,” said Dave Low, chairman of
Californians for Retirement Security, a labor coalition repre-
senting more than 1.5 million public employees and retirees.

The changes that will save the most money apply prima-
rily to new workers, rather than existing ones, so the greatest
financial benefit to the state will be decades in the future.

“We’ve lived beyond our means. The chickens are coming
home to roost,” Brown said during a news conference in
Los Angeles, referring to the difficulty of negotiating pen-
sion reforms with the Legislature’s Democratic majority and
the public employee labor unions that fund their campaigns.

Pension reform has been an undercurrent throughout the
entire legislative session this year, in part because the state’s
two main pension funds, the largest in the nation, are so
badly underfunded — by at least $150 billion.

But the governor also had a lot at stake: He has promised
reforms since rolling out a 12-point plan last October and is
trying to persuade voters that he is fiscally responsible at a
time when he is asking them to increase the sales and income
taxes in November.

Although pension payments account for a fraction of
state spending, the cost has been growing in recent years.

Republicans note that the state’s main pension system
cost $370 million in 2001, but the cost went up to $1.7 bil-
lion in 2011, nearly the amount the state spends to fund the
23-campus California State University system.

Brown’s original plan was projected to save $4 billion to
$11 billion over 30 years. On Tuesday, the governor said the
changes, if enacted by the Legislature, would save $30 billion,
although the time period for that savings was not clear.

Republican Sen. Mimi Walters said the savings in the
Democratic plan are just a fraction of the state’s overall
unfunded public pension liability.

“The voters need to see that this is not true pension
reform, and the reason that I believe the governor is putting
forward this pension reform act, if you will, is because he
knows that he cannot ask voters in the state of California to
increase taxes if he doesn’t take on this critical issue,”
Walters, of Lake Forest, said in an interview.

The reforms include a cap on annual pension payments
for new employees at $110,100 for most workers and
$132,120 for employees not covered by Social Security, such
as teachers and some public safety workers. They also
require new employees to contribute at least half of their

pension costs.
Reflecting longer life spans, the reform plan also raises

minimum retirement ages for new employees. A civil service
worker will now have to work until age 67, rather than 55, to
receive full benefits. For public safety workers, that goes
from age 50 to 57 and the maximum benefit formula is
reduced.

The plan also ends some of the most egregious abuses of
the pension system, including a practice known as “spiking”
in which employees are given big raises during their last year
of employment as a way to inflate their pensions.

“Those items may be worth addressing for other reasons,
but they have little to do with rising retirement costs,” said
David Crane, who served as economic adviser to former
Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger and is now president of Govern
for California, which advocates for government changes.

Crane said the proposal doesn’t address the current long-
term unfunded liability of the state’s pension systems
because it leaves benefits for current employees unchanged.
Courts have ruled consistently that governments cannot
make unilateral changes to existing pension benefits.

Jim Wunderman, president and CEO of the business-
backed Bay Area Council, applauded the deal as a “big first
step.” However, some public employee unions were upset by
the reforms, which must be acted upon by the Legislature by
Friday.

“This is a one-size-fits-all approach that really does not
work for all the different bargaining units and situations,”
said David Miller, president of the California Association of
Professional Scientists, which represents scientists through-
out state government.

He said guaranteed defined benefits are the best way to
deliver a secure retirement for public employees.
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Kiwanis Club of Santa Monica

Celebrating 90 years of proud service to Santa Monica

Now accepting corporate 
applications for membership

Join our organization of
business and community

leaders to help bring 
greatness to our community.

FOR MORE INFORMATION GO TO:
www.kiwanisclubsm.org OR EMAIL: schwenker@smdp.com

BY ALEX VEIGA & 
MARTIN CRUTSINGER

AP Business Writers

WASHINGTON U.S. home prices are finally
starting to increase consistently.

A gauge of national home prices rose in
June compared with the same month last
year, according to the Standard &
Poor’s/Case Shiller index released Tuesday.
The year-over-year increase was the first
since September 2010, a year when housing
benefited temporarily from a federal home-
buying tax credit.

The report also noted that all 20 major
metro areas tracked by the S&P/Case Shiller
index posted gains in June from May. That’s
the second straight month in which prices
rose in every city measured.

“I think we have turned the corner on
prices,” said David Blitzer, chairman of the
S&P’s index committee. “It looks very
good.”

A decline in foreclosures and the lowest
mortgage rates in decades have helped some
of the cities hardest hit by the housing bust.
Prices have surged nearly 14 percent, for
example, in the Phoenix area in the 12
months that ended in June. In Miami,
they’ve risen 4.4 percent.

The steadiness of the price increases is
helping bolster a nascent housing recovery
that began earlier this year. Last week, the
National Association of Realtors said sales of
previously occupied homes jumped 10 per-
cent in July compared with the same month
last year.

Builder confidence rose this month to its
highest level since the housing market went
bust five years ago. And the average rate on a
30-year fixed mortgage has been below 4
percent all year.

As prices rise, more Americans will likely
be inclined to put their houses up for sale.
That could further energize the market,
which has been hampered by a low supply of
available homes.

“The best news on the housing front is
that prices have turned,” said Patrick
Newport, U.S. economist at IHS Global
Insight.

Newport said rising prices could help
many Americans who owe more on their
mortgages than their homes are worth now.
It could also boost consumer spending if
people feel wealthier. Consumer spending
accounts for about 70 percent of economic
activity.

Even with the gains, prices have a long
way to go to recover from their plunge dur-
ing and after the housing bubble burst in late
2006 and early 2007. Nationally, prices in
June were 31.6 percent below the peak hit in
April 2006, based on the S&P/Case Shiller
index. In Phoenix, they were consistent with
levels from 2002. In Minneapolis, prices are
near 2001 levels.

Some markets may have yet to bottom.
Prices in Atlanta fell 12.1 percent in June
compared with June 2011. Las Vegas home
prices dropped 2.1 percent in that period.
Prices in both cities are consistent with 1998
levels.

The S&P/Case-Shiller index covers

roughly half of U.S. homes. It measures
prices compared with those in January 2000
and creates a three-month moving average.
The June figures are the latest available.

Real estate agent David Hicks, the owner
of Century 21 Premier Group in
Minneapolis, said business at his firm is up
about 20 percent over a year ago.

“I am optimistic that the sales increases
we are seeing are part of a trend that will
continue,” Hicks said.

But further gains, Hicks noted, will
depend on whether banks can sell off their
backlogs of foreclosed homes, which contin-
ue to depress prices.

Phoenix and Las Vegas have been foreclo-
sure hotbeds throughout the housing down-
turn. In each area, home values plummeted
after bank-owned homes hit the resale mar-
ket.

Investors and other buyers have been
buying foreclosed properties in both mar-
kets, creating bidding wars for properties in
some cases. That demand, plus a slowdown
in the pace of new foreclosures coming onto
the market, has led to a sharp drop in the
supply of homes for sale.

Prices typically rise once foreclosure
sales decline. That’s what’s happened in
Phoenix. Several factors beyond housing
make Phoenix an attractive market for real
estate investors, who are driving much of
the sales there, said Paul Habibi, professor
of real estate at the Ziman Center for Real
Estate at the University of California, Los
Angeles.

Phoenix has a more diverse economy

than, for example, Las Vegas, which relies on
travel and tourism. The Phoenix-area popu-
lation is rising, and it’s enjoying growth in
new infrastructure investment spending. It
also was less overbuilt than Las Vegas, Habibi
said.

That means it’s going to take a lot longer
for the Las Vegas market to recover.

“It doesn’t have a lot of resiliency in down
markets to weather the storm, and I think a
lot of investors when they look at that get a
little bit skittish about investing in Vegas,”
Habibi said.

Some economists expect sales of previ-
ously occupied homes nationally to rise 8
percent this year to about 4.6 million. That’s
still well below the 5.5 million annual sales
pace that is considered healthy.

Many would-be buyers are having trou-
ble qualifying for loans. Or they can’t
afford larger down payments being
required by banks. A Federal Reserve
report last month showed that many banks
tightened their mortgage credit standards
this summer.

Still, the housing market is steadily
improving and is poised to contribute to
economic growth this year. Modest growth
and job gains are encouraging more
Americans to buy homes.

Jonathan Basile, an economist with
Credit Suisse, said improving prices should
boost sales further in coming months.

“When Americans become more com-
fortable with selling their home, they also
become more comfortable with buying
another one,” Basile said.

U.S. home prices show consistent 12-month gains



Sports
12 WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 29, 2012 We have you covered

SURF CONDITIONS WATER TEMP: 68.4°
SWELL FORECAST
Knee to maybe waist at south facing breaks, waist high at west facing spots.  

LONG RANGE SYNOPSIS
SHOULD SEE WAIST TO CHEST HIGH WAVES AT SOUTH FACING BREAKS, WAIST HIGH AT WEST FACING BREAKS. SOUTH FACING
BREAKS COULD SEE ROGUE WAVES RUNNING MUCH BIGGER.  

TIDE FORECAST FOR TODAY IN SANTA MONICA

BY GREG BEACHAM
AP Sports Writer

LOS ANGELES Robert Woods’ goal for the
upcoming season sounds fairly modest.

“Just trying to make more plays than I did
last year,” he said.

Except that last season, the All-American
receiver made more plays for top-ranked
Southern California than anybody in school
or conference history. Woods made 111
catches, breaking Keyshawn Johnson’s
records in just 12 games — even without the
benefit of a Pac-12 title game or a bowl game
for the postseason-banned Trojans.

So just how can Woods top the most pro-
lific season ever produced by a receiver at a
school with decades of stellar offensive tra-
dition? By improving the quality of his plays,
not the quantity.

“If you check out some of the games, I
had a big drop against Stanford,” Woods
said. “That was a big play right there. Some
missed opportunities in the Cal game, the
Washington game. Those are the type of
plays I need to make, and those are the plays
I need to capitalize on.”

Woods clearly pays attention to details,
even on plays that happened 10 months ago.
Nothing has changed about his meticulous
preparation and work ethic, which have
pushed him above receivers with greater
physical gifts at USC.

And though Woods has set a deceptively
daunting goal for himself, he says he’s close
to fully healthy after rehabilitating an
injured ankle throughout the offseason.
USC limited Woods to one practice on many
two-a-day sessions, attempting to keep him
in the best shape possible for Saturday’s sea-
son opener against Hawaii at the Coliseum.

If Woods can stay healthy, the Trojans
think there’s no limit to what he could
accomplish as a junior.

“This is the best he has looked since last
year or so,” USC coach Lane Kiffin said. “It’s
good to see him push a little more, make five
or six plays in a row.”

With 176 receptions in two seasons,
Woods already is the sixth-leading receiver
in USC’s rich history, even without ever
playing in a postseason game. He’s also just
40 catches shy of Dwayne Jarrett’s school-
record 216 catches, which means Woods eas-
ily could be the leading pass-catcher in USC
history by the midway point of his junior
season.

But after two years of youthful over-
achievement, Woods seems confident in his
status as an upperclassman and a team
leader. He’s among the core of young talent
that never considered leaving USC during its
two-year postseason ban, and he’s poised for
the high expectations that come with the
preseason No. 1 ranking.

“It’s the same,” Woods said of the Trojans’
preparations for a season with much higher
expectations.

“Last season, we didn’t have the ranking,
but we still had a lot to prove, just to prove

that we still are SC and on the top,” he
added. “Now, we are on the top, but we still
have to prove that we’re the top team every
week. It’s a constant battle. Nothing really
changes.”

That consistency is just one reason
Woods and Marqise Lee are among the top
receiving duos in the nation. The former
high school teammates’ rivalry is strictly
friendly, even after Kiffin said Lee had the
potential to be the greatest receiver in USC
history last season.

“We’re a very close group,” Lee said.
“We’re always together for the most part,
always going places together, even walking
each other to class. There’s no bad feelings.
We’re all working toward the same goal.”

Woods and Lee were the fourth tandem
of 1,000-yard receivers in school history last
year, while Matt Barkley set the conference
record with 39 touchdown passes with an
offense that scored at least 30 points in each
of its final 10 games.

Woods is considered the technician of the
receiving corps, while Lee is thought to be
the most gifted athlete, as evidenced by his
weekly production of jaw-dropping high-
lights in practice. Woods is a low-key, hum-
ble star in interviews — yet his Twitter han-
dle is still @HeismanWoods.

Woods doesn’t shy away from those
labels, seeing them as a compliment to his
work — yet he also produces one-handed,
diving fireworks on a regular basis. Woods’
work ethic reminds new Trojans receivers
coach Tee Martin of Jerry Rice.

But Woods isn’t getting caught up in out-
side expectations. He’ll stick to his own goals
and the Trojans’ week-to-week process of
improvement, even while his fans await his
next superlative achievement.

“We definitely don’t listen to any of the
hype,” Woods said.“The hype is always going
to be there. If you get in the game and you
make a big play, that’s when you get hyped.
It’s always going to be around. You keep the
hype around, but if you just make your
plays, the hype will come with it. We’re not
even really allowed to talk about it.”

NOTES: Kiffin named QB Max Wittek as
Barkley’s backup Tuesday morning, not real-
ly citing a reason for his selection over Cody
Kessler. Wittek and Kessler are in their sec-
ond year of competition for the job, with
Kessler nominally holding the backup role
last season. Neither QB has ever taken a snap
in a game. Kiffin said the decision has no
impact on next season’s competition, when
Washington high-school star Max Browne
also is expected to be in the mix. ... The
Trojans moved to their regular-season
schedule of morning practices, which meant
6 a.m. reporting times. Kiffin said the team
was a big sluggish, which he expected. ... CB
Brian Baucham returned to practice after
being ruled academically eligible last week.
Baucham is even more important to the
Trojans after CB Isiah Wiley was declared
academically ineligible.

NCAA FOOTBALL 

USC’s Robert Woods wants
to make even bigger plays
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TELL SANTA MONICA WHAT YOU THINK!
WRITE A LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Email to: editor@smdp.com or fax to (310) 576-9913
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The Meaning of Lila By John Forgetta & L.A. Rose

By Jim DavisGarfield

Strange Brew

Dogs of C-Kennel By Mick and Mason Mastroianni

Up late tonight, Taurus
ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
★★★★ Communication excels. You might not
be able to meet everyone's requests or needs.
You also might not be able to respond to all the
activity going on around you.  Tonight: Don't be
too serious.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
★★★ Stay on top of a situation, and know full
well that you might be making a decision for
someone else. Don't worry -- others trust your
judgment. Expect the unexpected. Excitement
marks a financial matter. Drive a steady course.
Tonight: Up late.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★★ You tend to see all sides of an issue.
You are unusually serious and dedicated when
looking at a creative venture. Be open to more
innovative thinking; be willing to break a barri-
er. Listen to an associate's feedback. Tonight:
Togetherness is the theme.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
★★★★ You sense that what a partner needs is
way beyond what you originally thought. You
might want to go beyond the obvious and deal
with the basics. Make a decision as to how
committed you need or want to be; let deci-
sions stem from there. Tonight: Be a duo.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
★★★★ Defer to others. Unexpected news
comes forward that might force you to regroup.
Knowing what you want could make a big dif-
ference in your decision-making process. Let
go, and try not to worry about a serious situa-
tion. Tonight: Go with a suggestion.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
★★★★ Your even pace helps you follow
through when others let go and do the unex-
pected. You might find everything that is going
on to be a bit humorous on some level. Be
smart and keep this perspective to yourself. Be
direct. Tonight: Time for you.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
★★★★★ Allow more playfulness into your
day. Detach, and look at the big picture. You'll
gain much more understanding, which will
allow your creativity to mount. Tonight: Finally,
time to party away.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
★★★★ Make sure to stay on top of your obli-
gations. Listen to news with enthusiasm, and
make this information work for you in your day-
to-day life. You make a unique impression on
others without having to reveal all of your
thoughts. Tonight: Head home.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
★★★ You might want to debate the pros
and cons of a situation. Others could be
slightly more impulsive than you might have
imagined. Try to hold back some, as you
could be concerned about a potential error.
Tonight: You know what works; follow that
path.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
★★★★ Order might be nice in the face of the
unpredictable. Your grounded nature allows
you to accept a lot, but there is a point at which
you can take no more. Efforts to stabilize your
finances and a domestic issue will not happen
with ease. Tonight: Your treat.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
★★★★★ You can't help but smile at the
excitement that occurs when you open up to
others. You'll see choices being made far more
easily than in the past. You're always sponta-
neous, and you often blaze a new trail. Tonight:
Whatever suits you.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
★★★★ You might want to revamp your plans
more than once. You could be overwhelmed by
a personal matter, as positive as it might be. A
partner supports you and gives you a lot of
feedback.  Tonight: Vanish early!

This year you acquire a new ability to visualize and create. Tap into your

dynamic imagination more often, and you'll achieve long-desired results.

In the same vein, take risks only if they are grounded. Trust yourself the

way others trust you. Pace yourself, as much is on your plate. Question

what you must eliminate. If you are single, you could meet The One. Keep your distance from anyone who seems to be con-

trolling. If you are attached, your significant other at times could be jealous or insecure. Do what you need to eliminate dis-

comfort here. AQUARIUS seems contrary to your ideas. 

★★★★★Dynamic   
★★★★ Positive 
★★★ Average   

★★ So-So   
★ Difficult

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS
The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:HHaappppyy  bbiirrtthhddaayy

By John DeeringSpeed Bump By Dave Coverly

Edge City By Terry & Patty LaBan

Aero Theatre
1328 Montana Ave.
(310) 260-1528

The Great Gatsby (NR) 1hr 31min
The Gangster (NR) 1hr 24min 
Discussion between films with writer Alan
K. Rode and Jenny Sullivan, director and
daughter of Barry Sullivan.
7:30pm

AMC Loews Broadway 4
1441 Third Street Promenade
(888) 262-4386

Moonrise Kingdom (PG-13) 1hr
33min

1:55pm, 4:30pm, 7:00pm, 9:40pm

Dark Knight Rises (PG-13) 2hrs
44min

1:45pm, 5:30pm, 9:15pm

Red Hook Summer (R) 2hrs 01min
1:30pm, 4:20pm, 7:15pm, 10:00pm

Cosmopolis (R) 1hr 45min
2:00pm, 4:45pm, 7:30pm, 10:00pm

AMC 7 Santa Monica 
1310 Third St.
(310) 451-9440

Bourne Legacy (PG-13) 2hrs 15min 
12:40pm, 3:50pm, 7:00pm, 10:15pm 

Total Recall (PG-13) 2hrs 01min 
11:45am, 2:45pm, 5:30pm 

Expendables 2 (R) 1hr 42min 
11:30am, 2:15pm, 5:00pm, 7:45pm,

10:30pm,

The Campaign (R) 1hr 37min 
11:30am, 2:00pm, 4:30pm, 7:00pm,
9:30pm 

Dark Knight Rises (PG-13) 2hrs 44min 
8:20pm

Odd Life of Timothy Green (PG) 1hr
40min 
11:15am, 1:45pm, 4:30pm, 7:20pm,
10:15pm 

Hit & Run (R) 1hr 40min 
11:55am, 2:45pm, 5:20pm, 8:05pm,
10:30pm

Lawless (R) 1hr 56min 
11:20am, 2:00pm, 4:55pm,
7:50pm,10:30pm

Oogieloves In The BIG Balloon
Adventure (G) 1hr 23min
11:15am,1:30pm, 3:45pm, 6:00pm

Laemmle’s Monica Fourplex
1332 Second St.
(310) 478-3836 

Intouchables (R) 1hr 52min
1:40pm, 4:30pm, 7:30pm, 10:10pm

Killer Joe (NC-17) 1hr 43min
1:50pm, 4:40pm, 7:20pm, 9:55pm

Awakening (R) 1hr 46min
9:30pm

Beasts of the Southern Wild (PG-
13) 1hr 31min

1:00pm, 3:20pm, 5:40pm, 8:00pm,
10:15pm

Queen of Versailles (PG) 1hr 40min
1:20pm, 7:00pm

Ruby Sparks (R) 1hr 44min
4:10pm

AMC Criterion 6 
1313 Third St.
(310) 395-1599

Apparition (PG-13) 1hr 22min
11:55am, 2:15pm, 4:40pm, 7:00pm,

9:30pm

Premium Rush (PG-13) 1hr 31min
11:45am, 2:20pm, 4:50pm, 7:30pm,

10:00pm

Bourne Legacy (PG-13) 2hrs 15min
11:30am, 2:50pm, 6:15pm, 9:40pm

ParaNorman (PG) 1hr 33min
11:45am, 5:00pm, 10:20pm

Hope Springs (PG-13) 2hrs 01min
11:30am, 2:10pm, 4:45pm, 7:30pm,

10:15pm

Sparkle (PG-13) 2hrs 00min
11:25am, 2:05pm, 5:00pm, 7:50pm,

10:30pm

ParaNorman 3D (PG) 1hr 33min
2:25pm, 7:45pm

For more information, e-mail news@smdp.com

MOVIE TIMES
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■ Another Absent-Minded Musician:
The most recent musician to carry a
rare, expensive instrument on pub-
lic transportation but then forget to
take it with him was the person who
in July left a borrowed Stradivarius
violin on a train when he got off in
Bern, Switzerland.  Initially, the
musician panicked, but the violin
was eventually turned in by a good
Samaritan. (The last News of the
Weird report of such a Stradivarius
was the one accidentally left in a
New York City taxicab in 2008. That
instrument, reported as worth $4
million, was also returned.)
■ Several inventors have attempt-
ed over the years to transport bod-
ily sensations over the Internet so
that couples separated by distance
can simulate personal affections to
each other. Now comes Hooman
Samani of the Singapore company
Lovotics, introducing his
"Kissenger" at a design conference
in Newcastle, England, in June.
Kissenger is a large, soft ball with
human-like lips and many pressure
points, connected in tandem by the
Internet, so that the unique lip
movements by one lover are
received precisely by the other as if
their mouths were actually working
the kiss. (In May 2011, Kajimoto Lab
in Tokyo introduced a machine with
a straw-like device that, when rotat-
ed by one lover's tongue, theoreti-
cally rotated one in the partner's
device, thus simulating a "French
kiss." That simulator, though, lacked
the pillow-like facial feel of the
Kissenger.)

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
B Y C H U C K S H E P A R D

bbaatthheettiicc  \\  bbuuhh--TTHHEETT--iikk  \\ , adjec-
tive; 1. Displaying or character-
ized by insincere emotions: the
bathetic emotionalism of soap
operas.

WORD UP!

Sudoku
Fill in the blank cells using numbers 1 to 9. Each number can
appear only once in each row, column, and 3x3 block. Use logic
and process of elimination to solve the puzzle. The difficulty
level ranges from ★ (easiest) to ★★★★★ (hardest).

King Features Syndicate

GETTING STARTED
There are many strategies to solving
Sudoku. One way to begin is to
examine each 3x3 grid and figure
out which numbers are missing.
Then, based on the other numbers in
the row and column of each blank
cell, find which of the missing num-
bers will work. Eliminating numbers
will eventually lead you to the
answer.

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S PUZZLE

1958– United States Air
Force Academy opens

in Colorado Springs, Colorado.

1965– The Gemini V space-
craft returns to

Earth, landing in the Atlantic
ocean.

1966– The Beatles perform
their last concert

before paying fans at Candlestick
Park in San Francisco.

TODAY IN HISTORY

Draw Date: 8/24

25  34  45  46  49
Meganumber: 34
Jackpot: $73M

Draw Date: 8/25

4  7  11  15  38
Meganumber: 4
Jackpot: $16M

Draw Date: 8/28

1  4  14  20  26

Draw Date: 8/28

MIDDAY: 9 4 9
EVENING: 5 5 4

Draw Date: 8/28

1st: 12 Lucky Charms
2nd: 01 Gold Rush
3rd: 06 Whirl Win
RACE TIME: 1:44.91

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy
of the winning number information, mistakes can
occur. In the event of any discrepancies, California
State laws and California Lottery regulations will
prevail. Complete game information and prize
claiming instructions are available at California
Lottery retailers. Visit the California State Lottery
web site at http://www.calottery.com

DAILY LOTTERY

MYSTERY PHOTO Daniel Archuleta  daniela@smdp.com
The first person who can correctly identify where this image was captured wins a prize from the
Santa Monica Daily Press. Send answers to editor@smdp.com. Send your mystery photos to 
editor@smdp.com to be used in future issues. 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING CONDITIONS: REGULAR RATE: $7.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 30¢ per word per day. Ad must run a
minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra.
Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once.
DEADLINES: 3:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 2:30 p.m. PAYMENT: All pri-
vate party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310) 458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press,
P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406. OTHER RATES: For information about the professional services directory or classified display
ads, please call our office at (310) 458-7737.

HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY  9:00am - 5:00pm     LOCATION 1640 5th Street, Suite 218, Santa Monica, CA 90401

(310)458-7737
CALL TODAY FOR SPECIAL MONTHLY RATES!

There is no more convincing medium than a DAILY local newspaper.
Prepay your ad today!

Classifieds
$750 per day. Up to 15 words, 30 cents each additional word.
Call us today start and promoting your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 40,000.

YOUR AD COULD RUN TOMORROW!*

(310) 458-7737
Some restrictions may apply. 

*Please call our Classified Sales Manager to reserve your ad space. Specific ad placement not gauranteed on classified ads. Ad must meet deadline requirements. See complete conditions below.

All classified liner ads are placed on our website for FREE! Check out www.smdp.com for more info.

CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale

Furniture
Pets
Boats
Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos
Rent
Houses for Rent
Roomates
Commerical Lease

Real Estate
Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services

Computer Services
Attorney Services
Business Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness

Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Psychic
Obituaries
Tutoring

Prepay your ad today!

Announcements
HYMAN KOSMAN PRODUCTIONS

"The greatest business card the world 
has ever 

known!!!$$$???###!!!$$$???###!!!"

Employment
ATTENTION LEGAL SECRETARIES, LE-
GAL AIDES, PARALEGALS, LAW OFFICE 
MANAGERS AND STAFF
Great opportunity for extra income 
through referrals. We are a legal docu-
ment courier service looking to expand 
our business and pay top referral fees 
for new accounts set up at area law of-
fices, to inquire further, please email 
bsberkowitz@aol.com or call 
213-923-4942

PART-TIME SALES position to work from 
home.  Our attorney service is looking 
for referrals to law firms. Referrals re-
sult in ongoing commissions. Submit 
resume to bsberkowitz@aol.com

Classes
TAI CHI CLASSES
IN BRENTWOOD

Starting Monday, September 10, 2012
6:00-7:45pm

Beginning & Advanced levels
Pat Akers has taught 

Yang tai chi for 22 yrs.
310-339-7463

p.akers@gmail.com

Wanted
WANTED ASAP. Luxury SM single/1 bed-
room. Gated, elevator, central air, DW, 
large balcony. (310) 630-7448

For Rent

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
(310)869-7901

1334 Euclid St. #8. 1Bd +1Bth
$1695

835 Pacific St. #5
2 Bdr. + 1.5 Bath. House

2 Car Garage.  $2695

631 Indiana Ave. Venice
2 Bdr. + 2 Bath. House.  $2500

1405 Barry Ave. #1
1 Bdr. +1 Bath. 1 Car Garage & 
1 vehicle parking space in front 

of garage.  $1775

WE HAVE MORE VACANCIES ON THE 
WESTSIDE. MOST BUILDINGS PET 

FRIENDLY.

www.howardmanagement.com
rentals@howardmanagement.com

Bookkeeping Services
Accounting & Bookkeeping Service

Call (310)977-7935

Massage

BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Experience 
Tranquility & Freedom from Stress 
through Nurturing & Caring touch in 
a total healing environment. Lynda, 
LMT: 310-749-0621

Notices
LEGAL NOTICE

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALlFORNIA
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
UNLIMITED JUR1SDlCTION

AMENDED VERIFIED PETITION TO
ASCERTAIN AND ESTABLISH STANDING

AS A NEWSPAPER OF GENERAL
CIRCULATION UNDER GOVERNMENT

CODE §§ 6000 AND 6020

CASE NO. BS138034

IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION OF
"PETER" PENGFEI WEI TO HAVE THE

STANDING OF THE EPOCH TIMES AS A
NEWSPAPER OF GENERAL CIRCULATION

ASCERTAINED AND ESTABLISHED.

Petitioner, "Peter" Pengfei Wei, alleges:
1. Petitioner is the manager of the newspaper 
known in English as The Epoch Times and in 

Chinese as Da Ji Yuan (which means "The Ep-
och Times").

2. The Epoch Times is a newspaper of general 
circulation published, in both English-and Chi-
nese-language editions, for the dissemination 
of local or telegraphic news and intelligence of 
a general character (concerning statewide, na-
tional and international news, as well as local) 
in Los Angeles County, California (hereinafter 
referred to as "the newspaper"). The business 

address of the newspaper is 9550 Flair Dr. 
#411, EI Monte, CA 91731.

3.The newspaper has a bona fide subscription 
list of paying subscribers in Los Angeles

County and the surrounding area, and the
Eng-

lish- and Chinese-language editions of the pa-
per have a

combined average weekly circulation of 
112,000 in Los Angeles County and neighbor-

ing areas.
4.For more than one year preceding the filing 
of this amended petition, the newspaper has 

been established under the name of The Epoch 
Times in both English and Chinese ("Da Ji 

Yuan"), and has been printed and published 
regularly in Los Angeles County, every Thurs-

day for the English-language edition and every 
day of the week for the Chinese-language edi-

tion.
5.During the whole of the one-year period pre-
ceding the filing of this amended petition, the 
mechanical work of producing the newspaper - 
that is, the work of typesetting and impressing 
type on paper - has been performed in Walnut, 
California, which is in Los Angeles County; the 

newspaper has been issued from the same 
county in which it is printed and sold; it has 
been both printed and published in the same 
county; and the English-language edition has 

been published as a weekly newspaper on 
each Thursday of each calendar week, and the 
Chinese-language edition has been published 
as a daily newspaper each day of each calen-

dar week.

WHEREFORE, petitioner prays for judgment as-
certaining and establishing The Epoch Times, 

in both its English- and Chinese-language
edi-

tions, as a newspaper of general circulation, 
as defined in Section 6000 of Government 

Code, for the County of Los Angeles, State of 
California. Dated: August 20, 2012. /s/ “Peter” 

Pengfei Wei Petitioner

VERIFICATION
I, "Peter" Pengfei Wei, am the petitioner in the 

above-entitled proceeding. I have read the 
foregoing amended petition and know the con-

tents thereof. The same is true of my own 
knowledge, except as to matters which are 

therein alleged on information and belief, and 
as to those matters, I believe it to be true.

I declare under penalty of perjury under the 
laws of the State of California that the forego-

Notices
ing is true and correct and that this declara-
tion was executed on August 20, 2012, at El 

Monte, California. /s/ “Peter” Pengfei Wei

“Peter” Peng Fei Wei, In Pro Per
The Epoch Times

9550 Flair Drive, #411
El Monte, CA  91731

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
UNLIMITED JURISDICTION

AMENDED NOTICE OF INTENTION\
TO APPLY FOR ORDER 

DECLARING STATUS OF NEWSPAPER
AS ONE OF GENERAL CIRCULATION

CASE NO. BS138034

IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION OF
"PETER" PENGFEl WEI TO HAVE THE

STANDING OF THE EPOCH TIMES AS A
NEWSPAPER OF GENERAL CIRCULATION

ASCERTAINED AND ESTABLISHED.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on September 7, 
2012 at 1:30 P.M., or as soon thereafter as the 
matter may be heard in Department 90A (for-
merly Department IA) of this Court, located on 
the Fifth Floor, Room 548 of the Stanley Mosk 

Courthouse, 111 North Hill Street, Los Angeles, 
California, 90012, petitioner intends to apply 

for an order declaring the newspaper known as 
The Epoch Times (in Chinese, "Da Ji Yuan"), in 
both its English- and Chinese-language edi-

tions, to be a newspaper of general circulation 
for Los Angeles County, California.

Dated: August 20, 2012. /s/ “Peter” Pengfei 
Wei Petitioner

“Peter” Peng Fei Wei, In P00054556ro Per
The Epoch Times

9550 Flair Drive, #411
El Monte, CA  91731

DBAS
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NUMBER: 2012147570 ORIGINAL FILING 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of LOS ANGELES on 07/23/2012 The fol-
lowing person(s) is (are) doing business as 
REFINE FOR MEN.  The full name of 
registrant(s) is/are: EDGAR OSORIO 16 1/2 N 
GRANADA AVE ALHAMBRA, CA 91801. This 
Business is being conducted by:  an Individ-
ual. The registrant has not yet commenced to 
transact business under the fictitious busi-
ness name or names listed above. /s/:EDGAR 
OSORIO.  This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of LOS ANGELES County on 
07/23/2012. NOTICE: THIS FICTITIOUS BUSI-
NESS NAME STATEMENT EXPIRES FIVE YEARS 
FROM THE DATE IT WAS FILED IN THE OFFICE 
OF THE COUNTY CLERK. A NEW FICTITIOUS 
BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT MUST BE FILED 
PRIOR TO THAT DATE. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize the use in 
this state of a fictitious business name state-
ment in violation of the rights of another un-
der federal, state, or common law (see Section 
14411et seq.,Business and Professions Code). 
SANTA MONICA DAILY PRESS to publish 
08/22/2012, 08/29/2012, 09/05/2012, 
09/12/2012. 

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
(310) 458-7737

R E A D  U S  O N L I N E
smdp.com/localnews
smdp.com/auto
smdp.com/briefs
smdp.com/columnists
smdp.com/cp
smdp.com/crimewatch
smdp.com/entertainment
smdp.com/food
smdp.com/green
smdp.com/health
smdp.com/letterstotheeditor
smdp.com/opinion
smdp.com/parenting
smdp.com/sports
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