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BY MELODY HANATANI
Daily Press Staff Writer

PUBLIC SAFETY FACILITY A suspect in a
handful of Westside home invasions that
victimized elderly residents was taken into
custody by the Los Angeles Police
Department last week, officials announced
Monday.

LAPD officials arrested the man — whose
identification is being withheld until a news
conference today at Parker Center — early
Friday morning following a report of a sus-
picious person in Sunset Park near where
one of the robberies occurred two weeks
ago.

Authorities believe the suspect was
involved in a series of break-ins in West L.A.

and possibly Santa Monica where a number
of related burglaries have left residents —
particularly senior citizens — in fear. The
Santa Monica Police Department collaborat-
ed with Los Angeles in the investigation.

The SMPD responded to a report of sus-
picious activity in the southwestern part of
Sunset Park on Friday when several resi-
dents, already on heightened awareness from

an invasion earlier this month, told police
they saw a strange individual in their neigh-
borhood. Officers went door to door to
determine whether an actual crime had
occurred, concluding that one had not taken
place.

“We had an obligation to follow up to

Suspect in burglaries arrested

SEE ARREST PAGE 8

A NEW SIBLING Fabian Lewkowicz  news@smdp.com
Santa Monica Mayor Herb Katz (left) and President of Prov. Frosinone, Italy Francesco Scalia (right) exchange gifts during an introduction cer-
emony at City Hall last Thursday, welcoming Sant'Elia Fiumerapido-Cassino as Santa Monica's newest Sister City.

BY KEVIN HERRERA 
Editor in Chief 

17th STREET The owner of more than a
dozen convalescent homes in Southern
California, including one in Santa Monica,
has settled a class action lawsuit, agreeing to
pay roughly 4,000 patients $2 million for
failing to provide adequate care.

SunMar Healthcare, which owns Pacific
Convalescent Center on 17th Street, has also
agreed to donate $50,000 to California
Advocates for Nursing Home Reform, a
nonprofit based in San Francisco that is ded-
icated to improving conditions at long term
care facilities.

The settlement, which was reached last
month, also requires SunMar to pay for an
independent auditor to monitor conditions
at the company’s facilities for the next two
years, conducting surprise inspections, said
Stephen Garcia, the attorney representing
the patients.

The lawsuit was filed in Orange County
Superior Court against SunMar and its 18
California skilled nursing homes on behalf
of patient Warren Richardson. It claimed
that SunMar’s promotional materials said it
provided skilled nursing care of a particular
standard when in fact the company and its
corporate officers and managers deliberately
kept budgets so tight that appropriate
staffing and training of staff couldn’t be pro-
vided.

Operator of SM
convalescent
home agrees to
pay patients $2M

SEE SETTLEMENT PAGE 8
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A sustainable workshop
1744 Pearl St., 7 p.m.— 8:30 p.m.

Sustainable works addresses the problems and offers solutions to
environmental issues involving water, energy, waste, chemicals,
transportation and travel, shopping and food.  Participants track

their progress through a comprehensive Life Style Survey encourag-
ing real sustainable changes, making this a true interactive work-

shop. To register, contact Barent Roth at (310) 458-8716 x1 or
roth_barent@smc.edu, or www.sustainableworks.org.

Workouts for teens
3026 Nebraska Ave., 3:30 p.m. — 5 p.m.

Max offers two daily classes teaching teens how to exercise and eat
properly in a cool and fun environment. They get to hang out after-

wards in the wi-fi lounge, play Nintendo Wii, or simply surf the
Internet. For information, call (310) 867-1650.

Wednesday, Aug. 27, 2008

Maximum Security
1211 4th St., 7:30 p.m.

A prison of the mind? A prison of the soul? A joyously turbulent, all-
female rock musical expresses just that. “Maximum Security” tells
the story of a woman struggling for identity and reaching for the

light in the straight-jacketed prison of indifferent social contract and
authority. General admission is $20. For more information, contact

Sandra Zeitzew at (310) 394-9779 ext. 651.

A time to heal 
1844 Lincoln Blvd., 5:30 p.m. — 7:30 p.m.

Master Choa Kok Sui offers free sessions on Pranic Healing, an effec-
tive, no-touch, painless healing art that helps the body repair itself.

No appointment is required. For more information contact Isabel
Lacayo at the Kathmandu Boutique at (310) 396-4036, or at isala-

cayo@yahoo.com.

Get lost in thought
1008 11th St., Noon — 1 p.m.

Stressed out at work? Then take an hour to revitalize by walking and
meditating at the First United Methodist Church’s new permanent
labyrinth in Simkins Hall. The labyrinth is open every Wednesday

until Sept. 10, 2008. For more information contact Mary Garbesi at
(310) 393-8258, ext. 106 or via e-mail at mary.garbesi@santamoni-

caumc.org.

Kicking it with Kiwanis
1332 Sixth St., Noon — 1:30 p.m. 

Join members of the Santa Monica Kiwanis Club for their weekly
luncheon where quests connect and hear from a rotating panel of

speakers. The club has been serving the needs of the community and
its children since 1922. For more information, call (310) 613-1249.

CCOORRRREECCTTIIOONN
In the review of Locanda Portofino that appeared in the Aug. 23-24 edition of the

Daily Press (“Pasta to perfection,” page 7) it should have said the telephone number for
the restaurant is (310) 394-2070. The fax number is (310) 394-9828.

Calendar
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LET ME HELP YOU SUCCEED

BY CHRISTINA YOON
Special to the Daily Press

CITY HALL Although much ado has been
made about smokers’ contributions to poor
public health, smoking in Los Angeles
County has marine consequences as well.

A survey conducted by the County of Los
Angeles Department of Public Works found
that residents drop almost 600,000 cigarette
butts on the ground a month, or more than
7 million butts a year.

“Many Los Angeles residents don’t realize
that the cigarette butts they flick on the street
or throw out of their car window can even-
tually end up in the ocean,” said Dean D.
Efstathiou, the acting director of the coun-
ty’s Department of Public Works. “The
impact of this litter on the environment,
where we live and raise our children, is hor-
rifying.”

Butts tossed on the ground instead of
ashtrays and trash cans are often washed into
the county’s underground storm drain sys-
tem by rain or dry-weather water flow such
as over-watered lawns or water used to wash
cars in people’s driveways.

The impact of small litter in drains is
especially pertinent in beach communities
such as Santa Monica. The Ocean
Conservancy recently announced that six
million pounds of trash were collected in
just one day on beaches worldwide and one-
third of the items came from smokers.

“People don’t equate littering with things
ending up in the ocean and harming ani-
mals,” said Neal Shapiro, the urban runoff
management coordinator at City Hall.
“Sometimes people are visiting, come from
places where sewage and runoff go to a treat-
ment facility, so they just don’t know. Then
there are people who just don’t care, dump-
ing cigarettes out the window.”

Although the streets of Downtown Santa
Monica are littered with hundreds of tiny
white butts on any given day, the smokers
interviewed said that they avoided throwing
their used cigarettes on the street.

Cigarettes
butt into
ocean
cleanliness

SEE BUTTS PAGE 9

Brandon Wise brandonw@smdp.com
PLAY TIME: Students with the Santa Monica Playhouse Youth Program rehearse 'Power,' a song and dance routine on Monday morning at the the-
ater located on Fourth Street. The program has been in existence for 39 years, allowing local kids to express their creativity.

BY MELODY HANATANI
Daily Press Staff Writer

DOWNTOWN The romantic verses of William
Shakespeare and the classical tongue of
Arthur Miller are seldom recited within the
walls of a small theatrical company here.

Instead, the young and aspiring who par-
take every year in the Santa Monica
Playhouse’ Youth Program are playwrights
in their own right, crafting their own words,
cultivating their own stories.

As the much celebrated program enters
its 39th season this fall, those who created it
reflect on an arts education camp originally
designed to give children the taste of the
entertainment industry while shielding
them from the ugliness that can come with
fame.

After all, the two founders — co-artistic
directors and husband-and-wife team Chris
de Carlo and Evelyn Rudie — should know
from experience, the couple both being child
stars.

Rudie, who has been a part of the Santa
Monica Playhouse since 1966 — six years
after it was founded by a Belgian refugee —

was at one point the highest paid child star
in the industry and was the first child to get
an Emmy nomination. A guest star on more
than 80 different television shows, including
“Alfred Hitchcock Presents” and “77 Sunset
Strip”, Rudie would go on to earn a star on
the Hollywood Walk of Fame.

While she had a solid childhood, estab-
lished by parents who emphasized that edu-
cation came first, she saw that other young
stars around her fade away to the demons
that come with the business.

“(De Carlo) and I thought it would be
important to have a place where kids could
get a real feeling for the theater experience
without the incredible push and rejection
and nastiness of the business,” Rudie said.
“We both felt the theater experience had
been very positive for us in terms of who we
are as people.”

Over the past 39 years, the program has
worked with more than 375,000 local stu-
dents, producing future stars like Kate and
Oliver Hudson, actor Jason Ritter and televi-
sion writer and producer Rina Mimoun.

The program offers 10 different courses
for children ranging in ages from 4 to 18

years old, teaching everything from play pro-
duction to performance skills. Teachers also
travel to local schools, such as  St. Monica
High, where they run afterschool programs.

Nearly each course produces its own play,
created by the students, including the char-
acters, storylines, and some dialogue. The
production is then drafted by a resident
playwright.

Work by the famous playwrights in histo-
ry, though respected by the pupils, are rarely
performed.

“They come up with the ideas, they do
the movement and the blocking and the
themes,” Rudie said.

One class this summer put on a play
about the election, exploring how one per-
son can make a difference. Another play —
“Maximum Security” — tells the story about
a group of adolescents who are prisoners,
both in the metaphorical and literal senses.
The production will premiere on Wednesday
and run through Sunday.

Sometimes, original shows go on to gain
international attention.

Inside the child actors studio

SEE PLAYHOUSE PAGE 9
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David Pisarra Send comments to editor@smdp.com

What’s the Point?

OPINIONS EXPRESSED are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters
we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to editor@smdp.com. All letters must include the author’s name and telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices located at 410 Broadway,
Suite B, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.

OWNING A DOG IS A WONDERFUL
thing. Besides the undying love and affec-
tion they provide, they also provide a reason
for interaction with a community. Three
times a day my dog and I do a perimeter
walk to make sure that there are no invading
badgers, raccoons and other assorted
unwanteds.

When we are patrolling my block, I learn
the neighborhood and can see when some-
thing is amiss. I’ve had the opportunity to
get to know, in a passing nod kind of way,
the local homeless who populate the back
alleys. I have semi regular conversations with
my neighbors as we discuss the latest gov-
ernmental boondoggle.

Yesterday morning, as I rounded the cor-
ner I could see that the local gang youths had
decided to target, again, a wall with their
markings. The graffiti was back, and it was
the usual gang related tags and code to mark
their territory like a dog lifting his leg.

I was dismayed by this, not just because
the taggers cannot spell, but also because it is
a perennial problem that seems to have no
easy solution, and more importantly, it
seems that there is no will to make a dent in
the problem.

It seemed to me that the government was
doing little to address the problem, and as
usual, what it was doing was designed to
punish the wrong people. I reviewed the
Santa Monica Municipal Code (SMMC) on
graffiti abatement and found it to be woeful-
ly weak, and attacks the victim, much like a
defense attorney attacks a rape victim for
“asking for it.”

The SMMC reads in relevant part:
“ (a) The City Council finds that prolifer-

ation of graffiti, especially gang-related graf-
fiti, presents an imminent danger to the
public safety and welfare. … (c) The
Director of Environmental and Public
Works Management shall provide the owner
of the property subject to abatement action
under this Section with written notice spec-
ifying the date that the City will abate the
graffiti. …It shall inform the owner that the
City will not undertake the abatement if the
owner notifies the City in writing that the
owner will abate the graffiti by a date specif-
ic acceptable to the City. The cost of abate-
ment performed by the City shall be recov-
ered … .”

What this means is that when the proper-
ty owner gets “tagged” by a gang member,
the city makes them clean it up, and if they
don’t do it in a timely manner, the city will
do it for you and then send you, the proper-
ty owner, a bill. Nowhere in all of this is the
actual tagger addressed, or more important-
ly the tagger’s parents.

Los Angeles County has just taken the
logical, but weak, step of making the parents
of these taggers financially responsible for
the abatement costs, which runs approxi-
mately $1,000 to clean up the graffiti, and to
prosecute the little *#(&!$)%s who do this

psychopathic behavior.
However, I think that, again, it is not

attacking the problem at the best leverage
point. We have gang members and their par-
ents, who are coming from the lowest eco-
nomic strata, they are the least likely to have
the funds to pay the fines that are to be
levied. And putting them in jail only makes
the total cost to society of this blight higher,
and that makes no sense.

Arizona has a bill pending that would
allow the court to have the parents assist in
community service, if several criteria are
met, which I think is better but still too
weak.

The law we need should be that the par-
ents have to do community service in the
removal of this type of graffiti. It’s the only
way to cost effectively put pressure on the
gang members, through their parents, to
stop this public nuisance.

Taking money from poor people is stupid
and most likely fruitless, as we’ll spend more
going after it, than we’ll ever recover. Putting
them in jail just costs those who pay proper-
ty taxes, more money and does not change
minds.

I’d like to see the progressive city of Santa
Monica be really progressive on this issue,
and pass an ordinance that the parents of
taggers must perform community service in
cleaning up the graffiti their children cause.

After all, I have to clean up after my dog
marks his territory, why shouldn’t parents
have to clean up after their kids who mark
their territory?

DAVID PISARRA is a family law attorney focus-
ing on father’s rights and men’s Issues in the
Santa Monica firm of Pisarra & Grist. He can be
reached at dpisarra@pisarra.com or (310) 664-
9969.

Maybe it’s the parents who
should go on punishment

Shake it up
Editor:

I’m writing in response to articles and letters to the
editor regarding the recent SMRR convention and it’s
subsequent endorsement of people running for the
Board of Education.

It seems to me that the SMRR Steering Committee
decided that their agenda of keeping the “status quo”
in place on the Board of Education was more important
or had more value than letting democracy happen.

Yes, parents of special needs children and their gen-
eral education friends joined SMRR in the hopes of hav-
ing a say in the SMRR endorsements. We (myself
included) paid our $25 to join, attended the convention,
and voted our conscience.  Unfortunately, our votes
ultimately didn’t matter because the people ‘in charge’
decided we didn’t need to be listened to.  

My suggestion is that we all make a concerted effort
to have a write-in campaign for an alternate option (not
necessarily just against Mr. Escarce — perhaps against
SMRR’s entire ballot). One good choice seems to be
Judith Meister. She announced this week that she is no
longer running because she realizes that without out-
right SMRR support, she’s probably wasting her money.
Let’s show Ms. Meister that that isn’t true, that we
need her on the Board of Education. We don’t need to
give SMRR this power any longer! Let’s take back our
voices!

Elizabeth Gelfand Stearns (Samohi PTSA president)
quoted Margaret Mead in her recent Viking Voice arti-
cle: “Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful,
committed citizens can change the world; indeed, it’s
the only thing that ever has.” What do you say, Santa
Monica?  Are you ready to stand up for yourselves and
the disadvantaged of our school district and vote for
school board members who will make a difference and
shake things up?

Lynn Sturgis
Santa Monica

Eat a burger, skip a shower
Editor:

World Water Week has just concluded in Stockholm,
and the scientists who gathered there reached an
alarming conclusion: The way we eat is endangering
our water supply.

The experts particularly blame Western-style diets
— centered around water-intensive foods like meat and
dairy products — which are now spreading around the
world, further depleting sources of water. In the United
States alone, nearly half of all the water used goes to
raising animals for food. Between watering the crops
that farmed animals eat, providing drinking water for
those animals, and cleaning away the filth in factory
farms, transport trucks, and slaughterhouses, the
farmed animal industry places a serious strain on our
water supply.

A totally vegetarian diet requires only 300 gallons
of water per day, while a meat-based diet requires more
than 4,000 gallons of water per day. You save more
water by not eating a pound of beef than you do by not
showering for an entire year. Animal-based diets also
contribute to higher rates of pollution and human dis-
eases.

A delicious vegetarian diet is the best choice for ani-
mals, human health, and our environment. To learn why,
visit www.GoVeg.com.

Jeff Mackey
People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Send comments to editor@smdp.com 

... PARENTS OF TAGGERS
MUST PERFORM COMMU-
NITY SERVICE IN CLEAN-

ING UP THE GRAFFITI
THEIR CHILDREN CAUSE.

Y O U R  O P I N I O N  C O U N T S
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KKeeeeppiinngg  iitt  llooccaall

While Santa Monica features a number of
attractions that consistently draw visitors from
outside the city, there are some that believe
they attract trouble. A gang-related shooting
last Thursday appears to have occurred just as
the Twilight Dance Series concert was letting
out at the pier confirming some of those fears.

SSoo  tthhiiss  wweeeekk’’ss  QQ--LLiinnee  qquueessttiioonn  aasskkss::
Would you rather have the city become an isolat-
ed, sleepy beach town that would lack many of
the superb services we covet, or continue with
high-profile events and attractions that bring
prosperity to the area?

CCaallll  ((331100))  228855--88110066  bbeeffoorree  FFrriiddaayy  aatt  55  pp..mm..  aanndd
wwee’’llll  pprriinntt  yyoouurr  aannsswweerrss  iinn  tthhee  wweeeekkeenndd  eeddiittiioonn
ooff  tthhee  DDaaiillyy  PPrreessss..  PPlleeaassee  lliimmiitt  rreessppoonnsseess  ttoo  aa
mmiinnuuttee  oorr  lleessss..
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MY DENTIST 
IS SO BORING ...

HE ALMOST PUTS
ME TO SLEEP!

DOES THIS  SOUND LIKE YOU?
� Dental Anxiety?
� Traumatic Childhood Experiences?
� Advanced Dental Problems?

HELP WITHOUT JUDGEMENT IS AVAILABLE
� Nitrous Oxide provided as a courtesy upon request
� Dental Anesthesiologist available for IV sedation

WE ARE A FULL SERVICE DENTAL OFFICE 

and WE ACCEPT DENTAL INSURANCE

� General Dentistry
� Cosmetics
� Implants
� Invisalign orthodontics
� Root Canals
� Periodontics (gums)
� Digital Super Low Radiation x-rays

SANTA MONICA FAMILY DENTISTRY
DR. ALAN RUBENSTE IN
1260 15th ST. SUITE #703

( 3 1 0 )  7 3 6 - 2 5 9 0
WWW.ALANRUBENSTEINDDS.COM

FREE
TEETH WHITENING

a $250.00 VALUE 
With Exam,X-Rays and Cleaning.

Some restrictions may apply. Call for
details. Offer Good for 60 days.

or

$1 EXAM
NEW PATIENTS ONLY
INITIAL EXAM,CONSULATION &

COMPLETE SET OF X-RAYS
Some restrictions may apply.Call for details.
Offer good for 60 Days. #004

Hypnotherapists are not licensed by the state of California as healing arts practitioners; for your benefit and protection, work on some issues may require a written referral
from a licensed physician or mental health professional.

Are You Ready?
Hypnotherapy can help you turn
on the no-smoking sign for good
(310) 235-2883 www.hypnotherapylosangeles.comJohn McGrail, C.Ht.

INTERESTED IN ADVERTISING IN THE ONLY LOCAL DAILY PAPER IN SANTA MONICA?

Call us at (310) 458-7737

Sharon Guynup Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Your column here

NO MORE BALD EAGLES? SEA TURTLES?
Peregrine falcons? Manatees?

That could be the legacy our children
inherit if an aggressive, back-door overhaul of
America’s wildlife protections is rammed
through by the Bush administration. With
Congress on August recess, the administration
has sneaked a fast-track proposal into the
Federal Register that will gut the 35 year-old
Endangered Species Act (ESA) — changes it
has been unable to push through Congress.
Three years ago, a Republican-led House bill
reforming the act died in the Senate.

The administration has also gagged public
opinion on the matter, offering an extremely
brief 30-day public comment period and no
public hearings. The changes do not require
Congressional approval, and could go into
effect before November’s presidential election.

The new rule will eliminate mandatory sci-
entific review by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service (USFWS) and the National Marine
Fisheries Service (NMFS), agencies charged
with preventing the extinction of 1,353 U.S.
plant and animal species currently listed as
threatened or endangered. These agencies
oversaw more than 300,000 such scientific
reviews between 1998 and 2002.

Under the new plan, the federal agency in
charge of a building project — be it a new
dam, mine, highway, offshore drilling opera-
tion or other federally-funded or federally-
approved construction project — will decide
whether that project poses dangers to already-
imperiled species, or requires input from
wildlife scientists.

Suppose there’s a proposal before the U.S.
Minerals Management Service (MMS) to drill
for natural gas near a national park that is
home, say, to an ESA listed species like the griz-
zly bear. Under the new rule, MMS geologists
and fossil fuel specialists would evaluate eco-
logical impacts and be permitted to green-light
the drilling. Would you consult your account-
ant if you were having a heart attack? The
administration argues that agency experts with
absolutely no background in wildlife or botany
are qualified to make these often-complex calls
regarding plants and animals already teetering
on the brink.

The rule would also allow a return to pre-
ESA tactics, when agencies carved huge con-
struction projects (such as roads), into multi-
ple small projects that focused analysis on
immediate local impacts, never considering
any overall harmful ecological consequences.

Proposed changes also state that if Fish and
Wildlife or National Marine Fisheries scientists
cannot reach a decision on a construction
project within 60 days, work can move forward

without further study. This timeline is virtual-
ly impossible for these severely under-funded,
understaffed agencies, especially for projects
requiring serious scientific research.

The Interior Department is not allowing
any e-mailed or faxed comments, nor are they
holding public hearings. In contrast: Clinton’s
roadless rule regulating new road-building in
national forests was given two years of public
hearings and massed 1.6 million comments.
Public opinion polls show that Americans
overwhelmingly support wildlife conserva-
tion.

The administration’s proposed ESA rule
was drafted, says Interior Secretary Dirk
Kempthorne, to prevent the act from being
“used as a back door” to regulate the green-
house gases (GHGs) that cause global warm-
ing (In May, the polar bear became the first
species listed as threatened because of climate
change). The rule would prohibit federal agen-
cies from assessing the effects of a project’s
GHG emissions on species or habitats.

What the administration is really proposing
is the elimination of ESA’s checks and balances,
whereby wildlife scientists ensure that taxpay-
er-financed construction projects, and projects
on land taxpayers own, do not harm threat-
ened or endangered species. This system has
fostered dramatic recoveries of big horn sheep,
whooping cranes, grizzly bears, and other
species, and prevented our national symbol,
the bald eagle, from going the way of the dodo.

Sen. Barack Obama has stated that he
would toss out the ruling if he wins the White
House. Sen. John McCain had no comment, a
hint that if elected he would let the ruling
stand, especially considering his rating of just
27.8 out of a possible 100 given by the League
of Conservation Voters on his environmental
voting performance from 2003 to 2007.

Congress could over-ride the rule in the fall
appropriations bill, or could overturn it
through legislation. But it’s smarter to stop the
rule making now rather than fighting it later.

The administration should scrap the pro-
posed ESA changes, but if they move forward,
then it is imperative that they lengthen the
public comment period to at least six
months, open it to e-mails and faxes, and
institute public hearings. Our wild heritage
deserves protections based on sound science
and democratic principles, not on political
concerns.

SHARON GUYNUP’s first book is titled “State of
the Wild 2006: A Global Portrait of Wildlife,
Wildlands, and Oceans.” She writes on science
and the environment for national magazines and
Web sites.

Killing the endangered species act
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Tornante

FIRST, THE BAD NEWS. IF A SKILLED
thief wants to take something from your
car or the car itself, you don’t stand a
chance. Professionals in all walks of life
have certain skills and temperaments
which make them good at what they do,
and thieves are no different. A good thief
can be in your car, grab what it is they
want, and be out and away in under 30
seconds.

If it’s the car itself they’re looking to
heist, thieves can work just like repo men.
They even look the part, using flatbed
trucks with power winches so your car is
gone from its parking spot, driveway or
anywhere in the open in under a minute,
with no one asking any questions; after
all, it’s not their car being taken.

If it’s a big SUV, the Official National
Truck of Santa Monica and the Westside,
odds are good that within one day after
it’s gone missing, it’s already in a shipping
container and headed to South America
or the Middle East. General Motors prod-
ucts are particularly favored by Sheiks,
Kings and other like-types in Bahrain,
Dubai, Saudi Arabia and other desert
countries because of their legendary air
conditioning systems, among the best on
the planet. After all, GM used to own
Frigidaire.

From Mexico south through Central
and South America eager buyers place
orders for large SUVs from all manufac-
turers, especially the larger Jeeps, which
are favorites for use by both good guys
and bad. Several companies do big busi-
ness in bullet-proofing and armoring
these trucks, which can then be sold to
governments, people fearing kidnapping
and drug gangs. In this ever-growing mar-
ket, product is king, and a Jeep Grand
Cherokee or Hummer H1 with 4x4 capa-
bilities are apparently worth their weight
in cocaine.

They’re sometimes brazenly driven
across the border, less than 150 miles
away, but border cops are getting better at
spotting them if they’ve been reported
stolen.

The main problem is with casual
thieves, those sloppy amateurs who are
often junkies and need to make a few
bucks a few times a day. They usually
don’t have much regard for the far future,
say, six hours from now, and need what
they want now. Right now.

For these low-brow types, tools like the
infamous Club do work to a certain
degree, but it’s mostly cosmetic, causing
the thief to move on to a car or truck
without a steering wheel lock.

They can be defeated by an experienced
crook with a can of liquid nitrogen and a
hammer. Spraying the nitrogen on almost
any metal will freeze it, make it brittle,
and shatter with a hammer blow. Poof!
Theft-prevention device, gone, in under
15 seconds. And whatever’s in your car or
truck now belongs to the thief, who might
have stolen the car in the first place to use

during a hold-up. Whatever you left in the
car is just a bonus for the thief.

Years ago, locks and alarm systems
which also disabled the car’s ignition were
good purchases which worked reasonably
well. They allowed the crook to start the
car and drive a mile or so before it
stopped in its tracks, getting the thief
away from you, important in the event of
a car-jacking, and making it easy for the
cops to find.

As every resident of Santa Monica
knows all too well, car alarms do nothing
but make noise. For those who still have
one, do us all a favor and get rid of the
damn thing which does nothing but dis-
turb your neighbors.

Now, the good news. LoJack and GM’s
OnStar systems both work well, with
OnStar sort of the 21st Century version of
LoJack.

Both are hidden from view and can
report your car’s location to the authori-
ties; but don’t forget that the car has to be
reported stolen for them to do their work.

A cell phone in a car can also report its
location, but that takes a lot of work by
too many people unless a serious crime
has occurred (someone still in a car that
was car-jacked, for instance).
Theoretically, a car or truck with satellite
radio might also be able to provide a loca-
tion, but again, that would be a pretty big
undertaking and not currently a service
either XM or Sirius provide. Well, maybe
when they merge and become a monopoly
… .

OnStar, in addition to reporting a loca-
tion, can also shut down the car or truck
in question and, in theory, lock the doors,
keeping the thief in while the cops head to
the location. But GM hasn’t publicly made
use of those features; car companies are
already under fire for knowing too much
about their customers.

Some new cars come equipped with so-
called “black box recorders” to be used in
accident investigation, but also could
record many other things about the car
and its driver. Buyers of these cars are
generally not told about these on-board
gadgets.

Moral? If you don’t want something
stolen, don’t leave it in your car or truck if
you’re not also in it. Ever. And remember
that  a locked, secured garage could be the
only thing standing between your
Westside pride and joy and its disappear-
ance.

STEVE PARKER has covered the world’s auto
industry for over 35 years. He’s a two-time
Emmy Award-winner who reported on cars for
almost a decade at both KTLA/TV5 and
KCBS/TV2. He is a consultant to the NBC-TV
show Whipnotic and the show’s companion web-
site, www.Whipnotic.com. He created, writes and
moderates the only all-automotive blog on The
Huffington Post at
www.huffingtonpost.com/steve-parker. Contact
Steve through his own automotive issues Web
site at www.SteveParker.com.

The low down
on the LoJack
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

ON PROPOSED VACATION OF A PORTION OF PUBLIC RIGHT-
OF-WAY ON HIGH PLACE IN THE CITY OF SANTA MONICA

The Community Corporation of Santa Monica proposes to develop a project that includes

two components: a 45-unit condominium development (High Place East) and 47-unit

rental housing on the adjacent site (High Place West), "Project". The project requires the

vacation and incorporation into the project of the existing High Place between Virginia

Avenue and Santa Monica Freeway. 

On July 23, 2008, the City Council adopted Resolution No. 10328 (CCS) declaring its

intention to order vacation of a portion of public right-of-way on High Place, to allow for

this development and set a public hearing for September 9, 2008 at 5:45 p.m. The

Drawing No. 4726 of the portion of High Place proposed to be vacated is on file and is

available for review in the office of the City Engineer located at 1437 4th Street, Suite

300, Santa Monica, CA 90401. Pursuant to Part 3, Chapter 3, "General Vacation

Procedure", of the California Streets and Highways Code, the City Council directed the City

Clerk to set a public hearing on the proposed vacation proceedings as follows:

DATE & TIME: 5:45 p.m. on September 9, 2008, or as soon thereafter 
as the matter may be heard

LOCATION: City Council Chambers
1685 Main Street, 2nd Floor
Santa Monica, CA 90401

All persons interested in or objecting to the proposed right-of-way vacation may appear

before the City Council at the public hearing to offer evidence in relation thereto.

For more information contact City of Santa Monica at (310) 458-8721.
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LOS ANGELES 
Attorney pleads not guilty in campaign case

A prominent Los Angeles attorney has pleaded not guilty to charges of making illegal
campaign contributions to the 2004 presidential campaign of John Edwards.

Pierce O’Donnell entered his plea on Monday. He is accused of having employees of
his law firm and others make donations, then reimbursing them. Prosecutors say he con-
tributed $26,000. The 61-year-old lawyer is charged with making illegal campaign con-
tributions, conspiracy, and making false statements. He could face up to 12 years in
prison if convicted. In 2006, O’Donnell was ordered to pay $155,200, placed on three
years probation and barred from political fundraising for three years after pleading no
contest to charges of using a false name while giving money to James Hahn, then a can-
didate for mayor. ASSOCIATED PRESS

LOS ANGELES
MGM Studios says it is ‘not for sale’

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Studios Inc. says it is “not for sale” following a report in
BusinessWeek Saturday that MGM’s owners were looking to sell the movie company for
$5.2 billion. The studio was taken private for nearly $5 billion in 2005 by Providence
Equity Partners, TPG, Sony Corp. of America and Comcast Corp. The company said its
owners were committed to growing the studio and denied there was an asking price.

MGM did say, however, that it has retained Goldman Sachs to enhance its long-term
capital structure. Billionaire Kirk Kerkorian, who bought and sold the studio several times
over the years, reportedly offered $3 billion for it through Tracinda Corp. but the offer
was dismissed. A Tracinda spokeswoman had no comment. AP

OAKLAND 
Takeover robberies turn violent

Three Oakland takeover robberies in four days, and police say the latest ones turned vio-
lent. Two men with covered faces hit a nail salon Sunday, holding employees at gunpoint and
pistol-whipping one of them. No customers were at A Royal Nail Spa in North Oakland at
the time of the robbery. Later that night, gunmen struck at Full Moon Seafood restaurant
after it had closed, and robbed five employees. One man also was pistol-whipped there.

Police say they can’t confirm if the robberies are being committed by the same group
or if they’re copycats. A $30,000 reward is being offered for information leading to
arrests. Oakland Mayor Ron Dellums and the city’s police chief say they’re increasing
patrols and stationing undercover officers outside businesses. AP

MERCED
Drunken student falls from dorm

An 18-year-old student at the University of California, Merced is recovering from
injuries sustained when she fell from a second-story dorm. Eighteen-year-old Sydney
Hickman of Fresno fell 10 to 12 feet from Stanislaus Hall around 9 p.m. Sunday night. She
complained of head injuries but was conscious as she was transported by helicopter to
the hospital. University officials say she had been drinking. Last year, an 18-year-old UC
Merced student died in a fall from a dorm building after a night of drinking. University
officials are investigating to determine who supplied alcohol to Hickman. AP

SACRAMENTO
Bee offers buyouts to most employees

The Sacramento Bee is offering voluntary buyouts to a majority of its full-time
employees in the latest round of cost-cutting at the newspaper. Publisher Cheryl Dell
says buyouts are being offered to 55 percent of the paper’s full-time employees and a
smaller number of part-timers, including most editorial employees.

Dell says ad revenue is down more than 22 percent this year at the McClatchy Co.’s
papers in California and Florida. Sacramento-based McClatchy owns 30 daily newspapers
nationwide. It imposed a companywide wage freeze two weeks ago. The Modesto Bee
offered all its full-time employees buyouts last week, and the Sacramento Bee’s move to
cut staff Monday comes after that paper eliminated 86 jobs in June. The Bee hinted that
more layoffs are still possible. AP

SACRAMENTO
Speaker changes mind, reschedules budget sessions

Assembly Speaker Karen Bass has abandoned her plan not to hold sessions on
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, a move that would have freed fellow Democrats to
attend the party’s national convention in Denver. Bass announced last week that the
Assembly wouldn’t meet those three days, despite the lack of a state budget and an end-
of-session agenda loaded with hundreds of bills awaiting votes.

Her spokesman, Steve Maviglio, says now the Assembly will meet every day but
Tuesday this week. He says Bass decided to add the Wednesday and Thursday meetings
because bills that were bottled up in the state Senate are “trickling out.”

Lawmakers are supposed to wrap up their 2009 session by Sunday, but they’re likely
to be stuck in Sacramento until there’s a budget deal. AP

SAN FRANCISCO 
Court tosses award in Executive Life suit

An appeals court on Monday tossed out a $241 million award won by the state of
California in a lawsuit stemming from the takeover of failed insurer Executive Life by
French investors. The 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals overturned the award by a lower
court judge and ordered a new trial to recalculate the damages Artemis S.A., one of the
investors, should pay the state. The case stems from California’s 1991 takeover of
Executive Life Insurance Co. after it failed.

The next year, the state insurance commissioner sold the company’s junk bond port-
folio for $3.25 billion to an investor group that included the French bank Credit Lyonnais,
which is controlled by the French government. Because California law at the time banned
foreign governments from owning insurance companies, Credit Lyonnais officials gave
assurances that private investors would control the new company created by the sale of
Executive Life’s junk bonds. AP

STATE BRIEFS
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HOME SWEET HOME? Patients at Pacific Convalescent Center sued the parent company, SunMar Healthcare, Inc., for failure to provide proper
care. The case was settled last month, with SunMar agreeing to pay patients at Pacific and 17 other centers $2 million.

make sure they were OK,” Lowe said.
Investigators in Santa Monica communi-

cated with their colleagues at the LAPD who
later detained the suspect. While Lowe said
the arrest in L.A. was made based on the
burglaries in that city, he believes the man in
custody could be the same person seen earli-
er in Sunset Park.

“The LAPD believed they had informa-
tion on their case to make an arrest,” Lowe
said.

The lead investigator plans to meet with
the District Attorney today to possibly file
charges.

The suspect could be involved in more
than a dozen burglaries on the Westside,
including at least two recent ones in Santa
Monica.

An 86-year-old woman living on the 2300
block of 22nd Street was hit up by a robber
whose face was masked by a hood. The bur-
glar left with the victim’s jewelry and money.
Another elderly woman, was struck in mid-
August on the 1200 block of Ashland
Avenue.

The two cases had similarities in that
both victims were senior citizens, lived alone
and were robbed in the early morning hours
in their Sunset Park homes.

Police said the suspect in custody
matched the description given by victims: a
black man between the age of 25 and 40, 6
feet tall and weighing about 200 pounds.
During the robberies, he wore dark clothing,
dark gloves and a ski mask, police said.

melodyh@smdp.com

Suspect could
be tied to
Santa Monica
break-ins
FROM ARREST PAGE 1

“You don’t judge the kind of nursing
services you provide on the number of
patients you have, but by the need,” Garcia
said.

The lawsuit claimed SunMar was accept-
ing the sickest patients in need of the most
care because that way the company would
receive more MediCare reimbursement pay-
ments. But instead of using that money to
hire more staff, the company was cutting

back, leading to a high number of deficien-
cies.

“Sicker people mean more cash,” Garcia
said.

From August of 2006 to October of 2007,
Pacific Convalescent Center received 11
notices of deficiencies by the California
Department of Health for providing sub-
standard care and violating residents’ rights,
according to the lawsuit.

Representatives from Pacific would not
comment on the settlement.

SunMar did not return phone calls.
Garcia said the lawsuit was filed to make

meaningful changes in long term care, and
was never about the money.

“At a minimum, our parents and grand-
parents, who have lived long and served well,
deserve the truth from those who would take
their money,” Garcia said. “This lawsuit is
about that truth being told about SunMar
facilities in California.”

kevinh@smdp.com

Independent auditor to monitor facilities
FROM SETTLEMENT PAGE 1

TELL SANTA MONICA
WHAT YOU THINK!

WRITE A LETTER TO
THE EDITOR

EMAIL TO:
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TO (310) 576-9913
Visit us online at smdp.com
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TRASHY: A survey conducted by the County of Los Angeles Department of Public Works found
that residents drop almost 600,000 cigarette butts on the ground a month, or more than 7 million
butts a year. Butts tossed on the ground instead of ashtrays and trash cans are often washed into
the county’s underground storm drain system by rain or dry-weather water flow such as over-
watered lawns or water used to wash cars in people’s driveways. 

“In the street, I’ll put them out on the
side of a trash can and throw it in there,” said
Lisa Phipps, who lives in Culver City and
works in Santa Monica. “Honestly, if there’s
nothing around, I’ll throw them on the
ground, but in Santa Monica there are lots of
garbage cans.”

Barbara Monahan of West Los Angeles
echoed the observation.

“Trash cans seem to be plentiful here,” she
said. “If there’s no ashtray around I’ll stamp
it out and throw it in the garbage.”

Monahan said that she’s sure to be con-
scientious of her cigarette disposal as smok-
ers in the area are criticized enough as it is.

“We’re pariahs, you know,” she said.
The Santa Monica Office of Sustainability

and the Environment requires public and
private buildings within the city to set up
structures to prevent urban runoff such as
cigarette butts from ending up in the ocean
or recycled water. The main library on Santa
Monica Boulevard, for example, has various

devices in its parking lot to pre-treat water
runoff that is later re-used for irrigation.

Recent legislation in Santa Monica has
designated specific smoking areas on the
Santa Monica Pier and prohibited smoking
on the beach to prevent butts from floating
or flying in the wind and landing in the
ocean.

Despite these city-mandated restrictions,
Shapiro said that the most crucial part of
curbing cigarette litter is to continue to
spread information about the negative
impact of careless decisions such as putting
out a cigarette on the sidewalk or throwing it
in a gutter.

“It boils down to a general lack of educa-
tion,” he said. “It just doesn’t sink in with
some people.”

As for solutions, reducing harmful runoff
is not at all complicated.

“Don’t put anything on our streets,”
Shapiro said, “and put any trash in trash
receptacles.”

news@smdp.com

Beach communities affected
by cigarette butt litter
FROM BUTTS PAGE 3

Such was the case for “Dear Gabby, the
Confessions of an Overachiever,” which was
produced in 1988 and ran for 15 years. A
group of students from the playhouse per-
formed it overseas, including in Tokyo in
1989. The show has been seen by half a mil-
lion people.

For many students, the Youth Program
isn’t a stepping stone toward a career in act-
ing, rather a way to flourish and develop
skills that can be applied to other areas in life.
In fact, only about 10 percent go on to work
in the entertainment industry, Rudie said.

One who went in that direction is
Mimoun, a Santa Monica High School
alumn who produced shows like “Gilmore
Girls,” “Dawson’s Creek, “Everwood” and
“Pushing Daisies.”

The 34-year-old started attending the
program while a student at Lincoln Middle
School, choosing theater classes over camp.

She spent the next nine years there, com-
ing back every summer in college to teach
the youth program courses.

“It made me appreciate art and theater,”
Mimoun said. “I definitely fell in love with it

because of the playhouse.
Some current students say they don’t

have dreams of accepting an Emmy or
Academy Award someday, but have enjoyed
how the program has helped them come out
of their shell. For Jasmine Gutierrez, a senior
at Samohi, the program could help her as
she pursues a career in law.

Gutierrez has been a part of the program
since she was 9 years old and occasionally
helps run a couple of the classes.

“This has helped me to speak and not be
shy about it,” she said.

Leah Artenian, a sophomore at Samohi,
has been a part of the playhouse since she
was 9 years old. She came into the program
a bit apprehensive and was even nervous
during her entrance interview.

“I was shy when I was younger,” she said.
“I wouldn’t talk to anybody, not even people
I knew.”

Seven summers later, Artenian said the
program has helped expand her horizons.

“I really learned to have confidence in
myself,” she said.“It will really help me in job
interviews.”

melodyh@smdp.com

Playhouse program produced Hollywood stars
FROM PLAYHOUSE PAGE 3
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SURF CONDITIONS WATER TEMP: 67°

SWELL FORECAST ( 2-4 FT )
Tuesday the 26th we might see an increase in
NW wind swell. Long range models are showing
a tightening of the gradients Sunday and Monday
as troughing bears down on the region. This
could stir up some fetch by Tuesday, enough to
bring waist to chest high peaky stuff to west fac-
ing breaks. It's too early to call the wind swell
due to its proximity, but I should have a better
grip on this in my Sunday report. 

LONG RANGE SYNOPSIS
WEDNESDAY THE 27TH WIND SWELL COULD INCREASE ...

TIDE FORECAST FOR TODAY IN SANTA MONICA

BY JOHN CHRISTOFFERSEN
Associated Press Writer

NEW HAVEN, Conn. Nine-year-old Jericho
Scott is a good baseball player — too good, it
turns out.

The right-hander has a fastball that tops
out at about 40 mph. He throws so hard that
the Youth Baseball League of New Haven
told his coach that the boy could not pitch
any more. When Jericho took the mound
anyway last week, the opposing team forfeit-
ed the game, packed its gear and left, his
coach said.

Officials for the three-year-old league,
which has eight teams and about 100 play-
ers, said they will disband Jericho’s team,
redistributing its players among other
squads, and offered to refund $50 sign-up
fees to anyone who asks for it.

They say Jericho’s coach, Wilfred Vidro,
has resigned.

But Vidro says he didn’t quit and the
team refuses to disband. Players and parents
held a protest at the league’s field on
Saturday urging the league to let Jericho
pitch.

“He’s never hurt any one,” Vidro said.
“He’s on target all the time. How can you
punish a kid for being too good?”

The controversy bothers Jericho, who
says he misses pitching.

“I feel sad,” he said. “I feel like it’s all my
fault nobody could play.”

Jericho’s coach and parents say the boy is
being unfairly targeted because he turned
down an invitation to join the defending
league champion, which is sponsored by an
employer of one of the league’s administra-
tors.

Jericho instead joined a team sponsored
by Will Power Fitness. The team was 8-0 and
on its way to the playoffs when Jericho was
banned from pitching.

“I think it’s discouraging when you’re

telling a 9-year-old you’re too good at some-
thing,” said his mother, Nicole Scott. “The
whole objective in life is to find something
you’re good at and stick with it. I’d rather he
spend all his time on the baseball field than
idolizing someone standing on the street
corner.”

League attorney Peter Noble says the only
factor in banning Jericho from the mound is
his pitches are just too fast.

“He is a very skilled player, a very hard
thrower,” Noble said. “There are a lot of
beginners. This is not a high-powered
league. This is a developmental league whose
main purpose is to promote the sport.”

Noble acknowledged that Jericho had not
beaned any batters in the co-ed league of 8-
to 10-year-olds, but say parents expressed
safety concerns.

“Facing that kind of speed” is frightene-
ing for beginning players, Noble said.

League officials say they first told Vidro
that the boy could not pitch after a game on
Aug. 13. Jericho played second base the next
game on Aug. 16. But when he took the
mound Wednesday, the other team walked
off and a forfeit was called.

League officials say Jericho’s mother
became irate, threatening them and vowing
to get the league shut down.

“I have never seen behavior of a parent
like the behavior Jericho’s mother exhibited
Wednesday night,” Noble said.

Scott denies threatening any one, but said
she did call the police.

League officials suggested that Jericho
play other positions, or pitch against older
players or in a different league.

Local attorney John Williams was plan-
ning to meet with Jericho’s parents Monday
to discuss legal options.

“You don’t have to be learned in the law
to know in your heart that it’s wrong,” he
said. “Now you have to be punished because
you excel at something?”

LITTLE LEAGUE

Nine-year-old boy told
he’s too good to pitch

BY KHALID MOHAMMED
Associated Press Writer

BAGHDAD Tens of thousands of Baghdad
soccer fans cheered on their club in the top
league’s final game, the largest sports crowd
the city has seen since the U.S.-led invasion
in 2003.

The Baghdad club, al-Zawraa, lost 0-1 in
overtime Sunday to a team from Irbil in
northern Iraq. But the game was not marred
by crowd violence or a terrorist attack, a sign
that security forces are asserting more con-
trol in the capital.

In the past five years of war and sectarian
killings, large gatherings would have been
considered too dangerous — tempting tar-
gets for suicide bombers and other attack-
ers.

However, the government helped ensure
a large turnout Sunday, apparently to show
that security is improving in the city of 6
million.

The Transportation Ministry said it pro-
vided free buses to the Shaab stadium in
eastern Baghdad, the city’s largest with a
capacity of 50,000 spectators.

Senior government and security officials

attended, including the Cabinet spokesman.
Spectators were searched at the entrance

to the stadium, sniffer dogs patrolled the
grounds and several dozen helmeted riot
police with shields lined the field.

A few dozen Irbil fans, dressed in their
team’s yellow jerseys, stood out in the crowd.
Some bottles flew in their direction, but they
did not react and there were no reports of
injuries.

Al-Zawraa supporters taunted the team
from Irbil, capital of the self-governing
Kurdish region known for its dairy products,
with choice rhymes.

“You know how to make yogurt, but you
don’t know anything about soccer,” the
crowd chanted.

After Irbil scored in overtime, its fans left
the stadium before the end of the game. The
Irbil players danced in a circle on the field to
celebrate the victory.

A shared passion for soccer occasionally
bridges the ethnic and religious divisions in
post-war Iraq. The whole nation cheered in
2007 when Iraq’s national team won the
Asian Cup for the first time, beating conti-
nental powerhouse Saudi Arabia in the final
1-0.

SOCCER 

Iraq soccer final sees sellout crowd
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AERO THEATRE
1328 Montana Ave.
(323) 466-FILM

Call theater for information.

AMC LOEWS BROADWAY 4 
1441 Third Street
Promenade

Mirrors (R) 1hr 50min 
2:00, 4:40, 7:20, 10:00

Hamlet 2 (R) 1hr 32min 
1:00, 3:20, 5:45, 8:10, 10:30

Vicky Cristina Barcelona (PG-13)
1hr 36min 
12:50, 3:10, 5:30, 7:55, 10:20

The Rocker (PG-13) 1hr 42min 
1:45, 4:20, 7:00, 9:45

AMC 7 SANTA MONICA 
1310 Third St.
(310) 289-4262 

WALL-E (G) 1hr 37min  
12:45, 5:30, 7:50

Death Race (R) 1hr 29min    
1:50, 4:30, 7:20, 10:00 

Journey to the Center of the
Earth - 3-D (PG) 1hr 32min     
3:10, 10:25

Tropic Thunder (R) 1hr 47min    
12:10, 1:40, 2:40, 4:20, 5:20,
7:00, 8:00, 9:40, 10:30 

The Mummy: Tomb of the
Dragon Emperor, The (PG-13)
1hr 54min   
12:00, 2:35, 5:10, 7:45, 10:20 

Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants
2, The (PG-13) 1hr 57min    
2:00, 4:45, 7:30, 10:15 

The House Bunny (PG-13) 1hr
38min    
12:05, 2:25, 4:50, 7:15, 9:50 

LAEMMLE’S MONICA FOURPLEX
1332 Second St.
(310) 394-9741 

Elegy (R) 1hr 48min     
1:50, 4:30, 7:10, 9:50

Bottle Shock (PG-13) 1hr 50min   
1:30, 4:10, 7:00, 9:55

In Search of a Midnight Kiss (NR)
1hr 35min   
1:55, 4:40, 7:15, 10:00

Tell No One (Ne le dis a person-
ne) (NR) 2hrs 05min   
1:20, 4:20, 7:20, 10:15

Life for A Child (NR)   
12:00

Poste restante (NR)   
12:00

Road to Redemption (PG) 1hr
40min   
12:00

Sing Opera! (NR)   
12:00

MANN'S CRITERION THEATRE 
1313 Third St.
(310) 395-1599 

Dark Knight, The (PG-13) 2hrs
30min   
12:20, 3:40, 7:10, 10:30

The Longshots (PG) 1hr 34min    
11:40am, 1:50, 4:30, 7:00, 9:30

The Pineapple Express (R) 1hr
45min   
11:30am, 2:20, 5:00, 7:40, 10:20 

Star Wars: The Clone Wars (PG)
1hr 38min   
11:50am, 2:30, 4:50, 7:20, 9:50 

Fly Me to The Moon 3-D (G) 1hr
30min   
12:00, 2:10, 4:20, 6:50, 9:00 

Mamma Mia! (PG-13) 1hr 48min   
11:20am, 2:00, 4:40, 7:30, 10:10

For more information, e-mail news@smdp.com

MOVIE TIMES

ARIES (March 21-April 19)
★★★ Unless you are dealing with real estate
and investments, you might have a difficult
time remaining focused. Your mind keeps drift-
ing to a personal and/or domestic issue. If you
can, leave work early, or take a day or two off.
Tonight: Close to home.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
★★★★ You might lose your temper out of the
blue and break off what could have evolved into
an important communication. Your way of deal-
ing with a personal matter might not be work-
ing for you. Tonight: Hang out with pals.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★★ Curb a need to spend or possibly go
overboard. Work through some frustration;
ultimately, the end result could have you shak-
ing your head. Express your duality, and pull
back into your intellect. Tonight: Your treat.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
★★★★★ You are all smiles and wonder about
what is going on. Living life to the max will hap-
pen naturally. An even and steady style of com-
munication proves to be successful, if tedious.
Tonight: The world is your oyster.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
★★★ Take time to think, which might look like
you’re backing off from a project or commit-
ment. Thought and reflection could prevent a
problem. Feel free to pull back and do what you
need to do. Make time for a visit to the dentist
or doctor. Tonight: Play it low-key.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
★★★★ Emphasize your goals, but not at the
risk of putting yourself in an untenable finan-
cial position. A friend might root you on. Know
when to say absolutely “no.” Opportunities
strike out of the blue if you are creative and
open. Tonight: Zero in on what you want.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
★★★★ Pressure builds as you feel the need to
make a must appearance. More often than not,
others look to you. You make strong decisions
as long as you aren’t triggered or upset by a
situation. Tonight: Could be late; burn the can-
dle at both ends.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
★★★★★ Make phone calls to those at a dis-
tance. Seek out experts if need be. You are
more in control than you might realize. Relax. A
friend gives you that extra shove to think out-
side the box. Tonight: How about a game of
Scrabble or chess.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
★★★★★ Work with a partner closely. You
might not agree with some of this person’s
goals, but that does not mean you cannot
become kindred spirits over a key goal or
desire. Listen. Tonight: Go with a suggestion.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
★★★★★ Others demand center stage. Be
smart; let them have what they want. This
allows you to be much freer than you’d antici-
pated. News from a distance or information
heading your direction could be significant.
Tonight: Sort through invitations.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
★★★★ Accomplishment could be undermined
by a need to look at a situation in a different
light. Try to accomplish what you can with
ease. If you feel a need for an expert, put aside
that project for now. Tonight: Exercise.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
★★★★★ Your imagination knows no limits. Be
imaginative yet direct with others. A partner or
associate could react negatively. You do not
need to take this person’s view personally.
Tonight: Let the good times happen.

You have style and energy working for you this year.
You will get what you want  or will achieve a long-
desired goal. It won’t happen out of the blue, but it will
be the result of your hard work. Networking, commitments and friendships play big roles in
bringing you to the finish line. If single, you do not need to stay that way. This year, you could
meet someone very special through associations or friends. If attached, you will bond far more
tightly if the two of you focus on a common goal, be it your lives, home or children. CANCER
makes a great life cheerleader.

Happy birthday
★★★★★Dynamic   
★★★★ Positive 
★★★ Average   

★★ So-So   
★ Difficult

Pisces, let the good times roll

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS
The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:

SHAOLIN WUSHU
CENTER
Grand Master Hu
Variety of Classes

In Kungfu and Taichi for Athletes of all ages

Back to School Specials:

� Receive 15% off with this ad

� 1st class FREE

Two-Time All Around Wushu Champion

Kungfu Film Star

MORE THAN 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

2901 Ocean Park Blvd. Ste 212

Santa Monica

(310) 664-1688

shaolin@wushucenter.com

What would Lloyd Say?
Hear the Commentary and Comedy

Of Our Own Lloyd Garver

On his iTunes Podcast At:

lloydgarver.com

Beyond Health
Alkaline Oxygen

Absorbs 6x Faster

A NEW Premium Water Bar 
2209 Main St. Santa Monica 90405

www.beyondO2water.com
(310) 664-8880

10% off 1st purchase — Mon. - Sat. 10-7 Sunday 11-6

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737
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Girls and Sports By Justin Borus and Andrew Feinstein

The Meaning of Lila By John Forgetta & L.A. Rose

The Other Coast By Adrian Raeside

By Jim DavisGarfield

By Brian AndersonDog eat Doug

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Sudoku
Fill in the blank cells using numbers 1 to 9. Each number can
appear only once in each row, column, and 3x3 block. Use logic
and process of elimination to solve the puzzle. The difficulty
level ranges from ★ (easiest) to ★★★★★ (hardest).

GETTING STARTED
There are many strategies to solving Sudoku. One way to begin is to
examine each 3x3 grid and figure out which numbers are missing. Then,
based on the other numbers in the row and column of each blank cell,
find which of the missing numbers will work. Eliminating numbers will
eventually lead you to the answer.

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S PUZZLE

King Features Syndicate

ODDS OF A CHILD
BEING DIAGNOSED
WITH AUTISM:
1 in 166

ODDS OF A CHILD
BEING IN A FATAL

AUTOMOBILE ACCIDENT:
1 in 23,000

To learn the signs of autism, visit autismspeaks.org



1883 the island volcano
Krakatoa began cata-

clysmic eruptions, leading to a mas-
sive explosion the following day.

1936 the Anglo-Egyptian
Treaty, calling for

most British troops to leave Egypt,
was signed in Montreux,
Switzerland. (It was abrogated by
Egypt in 1951).

1958 Alaskans went to the
polls to overwhelm-

ingly vote in favor of statehood.

1961 the original Hockey
Hall of Fame was

opened in Toronto.

1964 President Lyndon B.
Johnson was nomi-

nated for a term of office in his
own right at the Democratic
National Convention in Atlantic
City, N.J.

1968 the Democratic
National Convention

opened in Chicago.

1972 the summer
Olympics opened in

Munich, West Germany.

1978 Cardinal Albino
Luciani of Venice was

elected the 264th Pope of the
Roman Catholic Church following
the death of Paul VI.
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By John Deering

By Dave Coverly

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Strange Brew

Speed Bump

■ High Point University (just
south of Greensboro, N.C.) is not
quite Club Med ("Club Ed," it was
called by the Chronicle of Higher
Education) but provides free ice
cream for students, a hot tub in
the middle of campus, wake-up
calls and a concierge service, all
run by a campus "director of
WOW," whose job it is to thrill the
"clients" and attract new ones.
This is the strategy of President
Nido Qubein, a motivational speak-
er and "customer comes first"
businessman, and so far, enroll-
ment is way up (even at higher
tuition), new construction is trans-
forming the campus, and $100 mil-
lion is in the bank. 
■ Stilettos for toddlers (though
with soft heels), from Bellevue,
Wash., designer Britta Bacon, sell-
ing recently in Toronto for $39.95
(Cdn) a pair; and a rotating ice
cream cone on which the scoop
gently revolves counter-clockwise,
so that lazy people merely stick
their tongues out and need not
actively lick (sold by Kitchen Craft
in the UK).

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
B Y C H U C K S H E P A R D

bbeerraattee \bih-RAYT\, transitive
verb:
To scold severely or angrily. 

WORD UP!

TODAY IN HISTORY

MYSTERY PHOTO Alexandra Bissonnette  news@smdp.com
The first person who can correctly identify where this image was captured wins a prize from the
Santa Monica Daily Press. Send answers to editor@smdp.com.

12  13  15  41  42
Meganumber: 37
Jackpot: $114M

13  22  29  43  47
Meganumber: 4
Jackpot: $13M

1  9  10  13  34

MIDDAY: 4 6 2
EVENING: 0 7 8

1st: 06 Whirl Win
2nd: 03 Hot Shot
3rd: 05 California Classic
RACE TIME: 1:49.84

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the winning number
information, mistakes can occur. In the event of any discrepancies, California
State laws and California Lottery regulations will prevail. Complete game
information and prize claiming instructions are available at California Lottery
retailers. Visit the California State Lottery web site at http://www.calottery.com

DAILY LOTTERY



CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING CONDITIONS: REGULAR RATE: $5.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20¢ per word per day. Ad must run a
minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra.
Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once.
DEADLINES: 3:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 2:30 p.m. PAYMENT: All pri-
vate party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310) 458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press,
P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406 or stop in at our office located at 410 Broadway, Suite B, Santa Monica. OTHER RATES: For infor-
mation about the professional services directory or classified display ads, please call our office at (310) 458-7737.

HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY  9:00am - 5:00pm                      LOCATION 410 Broadway, Suite B, Santa Monica, CA 90401

(310)458-7737
CALL TODAY FOR SPECIAL MONTHLY RATES!

There is no more convincing medium than a DAILY local newspaper.
Prepay your ad today!

Classifieds
$550 per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.
Call us today start and promoting your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 40,000.

YOUR AD COULD RUN TOMORROW!*

(310) 458-7737
Some restrictions may apply. 

*Please call our Classified Sales Manager to reserve your ad space. Specific ad placement not gauranteed on classified ads. Ad must meet deadline requirements. See complete conditions below.

All classified liner ads are placed on our website for FREE! Check out www.smdp.com for more info.

CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale

Furniture
Pets
Boats
Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos
Rent
Houses for Rent
Roomates
Commerical Lease

Real Estate
Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services

Computer Services
Attorney Services
Business Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness

Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Psychic
Obituaries
Tutoring

Prepay your ad today!
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Employment
ARE YOU looking for experience in 
education, psychology, and social 
services? Call Esperance Center in 
Malibu, a non-profit day program for 
adults with developmental disabili-
ties. Vocational trainer position avail-
able in Santa Monica. 9am-3pm. M-F. 
Excellent benefits. Experience pre-
ferred. (310)457-2026

CASHIER / RETAIL SALES Seeking ener-
getic individuals.  F/T including Sat. 
Some experience, a plus. Bldg Materials 
location. Will train. Apply in person: 
Bourget Bros. 1636 11th St. Santa Mon-
ica, CA 90404

CHROME HEARTS, Malibu, is looking for 
professional retail sales people and 
cashiers who are experienced in 
high-end luxury sales with long-term 
contacts/relationships in the Malibu 
area.

If you are:
a self-starter, a hard-worker, an experi-
enced sales professional, organized, de-
tail-oriented, passionate about luxury 
goods, especially jewelry, dedicated, 
committed, loyal and trustworthy, then 
we have a career for you.

We require at least three years high-end 
retail experience in the Malibu area and 
we prefer a high school diploma and 
key-holder and/or management experi-
ence.

Please email your resume and a cover 
letter to mitraf@maxfieldla.com 
No phone calls, please.

DENTAL back office with experience. 
Santa Monica dental office PT 
(310) 393-9706 fax resume to 
(310)899-1828  

GIVE OF YOURSELF volunteers wanted 
at the discovery shop. Help us contrib-
ute to the American cancer society by 
spending 4 hours per week assisting in 
our resale shop in Santa Monica. Con-
tact Terry or Shaunna at (310)458-4490

MUSIC PROMOTION phone intern, $8/hr, 
6 to 20 hours/wk. (310)998-8305 *86

Customer service/sales position/on site 
coordinator at lawfirm in Santa Monica. 
Prior experience in lawfirm 
preferred.Salary negotiable. Contact 
bsberkowitz@aol.com.

PART TIME accounting clerk for fash-
ion magazine
Duties include data entry, filling and 
collections
$15-18/ hr depending on experience
2 years experience required
E-mail resume to 
nick@magazinec.com

PART-TIME OR FULL-TIME Driver. Must 
have own car, need to be familiar with 
L.A. have Ca. driver’s license, English 
speaking. Can earn up to $100/ a day. 
Submit resume to bsberkowitz@aol.com

PART-TIME SALES position.  Our attor-
ney service is looking for referrals to law 
firms. Referrals result in ongoing com-
missions. Submit resume to 
bsberkowitz@aol.com

Employment
YARDPERSON F/T, including Sat. Will 
train. Lifting req’d. Apply in person: 
Bourget Bros. 1636 11th St. Santa Mon-
ica, Ca 90404

Instruction

TUTORING 
All subjects, all levels.

$40/hr. 
(310)775-7599

For Rent
MAR VISTA, 11621 Braddock Dr. unit 16 
2bdrm. 1.5 bath, $1350, townhouse 
style, stove, carpt, w/d hookup, patio, 
gated parking, carpet, intercom entry, 
no pets.$500 off move-in 
(310)967-4471 www.jkwproperties.com

BRAND NEW studio for rent in Santa 
Monica 1/bath, stove, refrig,.all appli-
ances call Shaun (310)849-3500

Room and Board
401 Montana Avenue

Your home away from home.
Daily meals, laundry, housekeeping,
utilities, and cable. 1 Bdrm, 1 Bath.
Seniors and all ages welcome. Ask
about move-in special 1 month FREE.

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS
Starting at $2,500/MO
(310) 245-9436

BEAUTIFUL
MONTANA GARDENS

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
(310) 869-7901

1120 6th WSt, #9 2bdr /1bath $2100
1014 6th St, #D 1bdrm/1 bath $2200

2211 Ocean Ave. #2215C 2bdrm/1 
bath  $3000

PLEASE Visit our website 
for complete 
listings at:

www.howardmanagement.com
rentals@howardmanagement.com

MAR VISTA 12450 Culver Blvd. Unit 
210/224 1bdrm/1bath, gated parking, 
intercom entry, stove, fridge, utilities 
included, laundry, parking, no pets. 
$1150/mo on site manager 
(888)414-7778 www.jkwproperties.com 

PALMS 3346 S. Canfiled #206 $1025 
1bdrm/1bath upper, stove, fridge, 
blinds, carpet, on-site laundry, wall AC, 
ceiling fan, garage parking, intercom 
entry no pets. $200 off move-in 
(310)578-7512 jkwproperties.com

SANTA MONICA 2bdrm/1bath balcony, 
garage, completely remodeled, no pets 
$2100 (310)829-4179

For Rent

WLA $1875/M0 near Bundy/SM Blvd. 
Spacious, bright 2 bedroom 2 bath 
upper.new carpet, large private bal-
cony, large closets, fireplace, appli-
ances, laundry, parking.Attractive 
smaller building, no 
pets.(310) 828-4481

Real Estate
NEW YORK ! NEW YORK ! now is the 
perfect time to buy your new home in 
New York city broker/agent 
(510)409-2861

Vehicles for sale

2006 Nissan Sentra
VIN # 480277 $10,995
Low Mileage, 34 MPG
Dealer – Claude Short Auto Sales

310-395-3712

2008 Chevrolet Malibu
VIN # 274304 $18995.00
L.S. package. Only 2000 miles! 4 
cylinder, rated, 30 MPG. 
Dealer – Claude Short Auto Sales

310-395-3712

1992 Dodge 1 Ton Van 
VIN# 167697 $2995
Dealer – Claude Short Auto Sales

310-395-3712

1999 Mazda Protégé 
VIN# 131663 $3995
Good transportation, 34 MPG
Dealer – Claude Short Auto Sales

310-395-3712

Vehicles for sale

2007 Toyota Corolla CE
VIN # 834748 $13995.00
4 Door, only 12000 miles, real econ-
omy
Dealer – Claude Short Auto Sales

310-395-3712

2005 Chevrolet Astro Van
VIN# 121431 $9995
Great work van, inside storage.
Dealer – Claude Short Auto Sales

310-395-3712

1996 Ford Explorer 4WD
VIN#A42842 $4995
One owner, clean car
Dealer – Claude Short Auto Sales

310-395-3712

1991 Dodge Van Conversion
AIN# 404374 TV inside, clean, low 
mileage, rear beds folds into a sofa 
$5995.00
Dealer – Claude Short Auto Sales

310-395-3712

Bookkeeping Services

QUICKBOOKS BOOKKEEPING service, 
personal or  businesses.  Online ver-
sion available.  Call 310 977-7935

Services

DOMESTIC HOUSEKEEPER
Shay (323)942-0781

TRAINED MALE OPERA SINGER

Will sing at all parties and occasions. 
Sinatra, Tony Bennett, Jolson, popular 
songs, and have a sing along. Call 
Gabe 310-392-6501

Services

Hair Stylists

Right Look.
Right Price.

With this ad take an
additional 10% off or 
20% off 1st time visit

Ethan @ Auburn
310.479.2742 / 310.451.0330
WWW.AUBURNSTYLE.COM

Gen. Contracting

A/C 
CONSTRUCTION

General Construction
Commercial & Residential

Remodel & Add ons
Honest.  Reliable.

FREE ESTIMATES
— Sabbath Observed—

310.278.5380
Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

20 years of experience

Call 310.493.2589

KITCHEN & BATH REMODEL
by GM Co.

YOUR IN HOUSE FAMILY CONTRACTOR!
*No subcontractors used*

Best Prices Guaranteed

FREE in-home 
consultation
For your job 
done right the 
first time, call the specialists at GM

LIC#892023

Handyman

WEST SIDE
HANDYMAN

(310) 409-3244
Call the House Healer

All
Repairs-

Carpentry- Painting-
Plastering- Electrical

Termite & Dry
Rot Repair

Not a
Licensed

Contractor

Services

MAXIMUM Construction
Complete Household Repair

Electrical, Fencing

Doors, Windows, Flooring

Drywall, Texture, Painting

Remodel & Additions

Concrete, Stucco

Free Consultation

Reasonable Prices

Call Max Ruiz

(213) 210-7680
handymax1@aol.com

Therapy

Life is short —
Why make it shorter

STILLL 
SMOKING?

Certified
Hypnotherapist

John J. McGrail, C.Ht.

(310)) 235-2883
www.hypnotherapylosangeles.com

Legal Services

Considering Filing
for Bankruptcy?

“Your Local Santa Monica Attorney”

• Free phone consultation
• Speak to your local 
Santa Monica Attorney

• Get the facts now

A PROFESSIONAL LEGAL CORPORATION

2001 Wilshire Blvd
Santa Monica CA 310 453 8320

www.lawgross.com

Health/Beauty
NEW WEIGHT LOSS CLASS
“I lost 37 pounds in 12 weeks and won 
$500 dollars” Rhonda. Call now 
(310)393-9874  Class size is limited

Lost & Found
Pair of glassess found on Venice Beach. 
Call and describe (310).403.9448 

Massage
BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal your body, 
mind, spirit.  Therapeutic bodywork/en-
ergy healing. Strictly non-sexual. Intro-
ductory specials $68.00. Lynda, L.M.T. 
(310) 749-0621

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong and tender 
relaxing body work by mature European. 
Very Professional, Sonja 
(310) 397-0433.BOLD IT! MAKE YOUR AD STAND OUT $5.50 A DAY LINER ADS! CALL TODAY

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

BOLD IT! MAKE YOUR AD STAND OUT

A child is calling for help.

SIGN UP TO GET FREE

AMBER ALERTS

ON YOUR CELL PHONE.

wirelessamberalerts.org
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CALL TODAY FOR SPECIAL MONTHLY RATES!
There is no more convincing medium than a DAILY local newspaper.

$550 per day. Up to 15 words,
20 cents each additional word.

ClassifiedsGET RID OF YOUR ROLLERBLADES.  Sell your sports equipment to someone who will actually use it.

Prepay your ad today! (310)458-7737
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