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Santa Monica to Vegas for
less than the price of lunch

Credit Julie Bergonz

NOW EOARDING: The latest bus company to start service in Santa Monica offers cheap fares.

MATTHEW HALL
Daily Press Editor

Santa Monicans who want to gamble with
their money but not their transportation can
now hitch a ride to Las Vegas with a new private
bus for as little as $10 each way.

The Vegas route is part of the inaugural serv-
ice in Santa Monica offered by the European
company FlixBus. While they are a major player
in the international market, the company jumped
the pond to America in May of this year and has
expanded its Los Angeles service to include some
routes direct to/from Santa Monica.

“Driving on the Westside of L.A. is just too
much of a pain for many of our customers,”
said Pierre Gourdain, Managing Director of
FlixBus USA.

He said the amenities on Flixbuses, such as Wi-
Fi, power outlets at every seat, onboard entertain-
ment (including movies, TV shows, audiobooks
and video games) are appealing to people that
want to travel but don’t enjoy using a private car.

“This particular segment is very present in
Santa Monica, these are people who will come
to the bus for the first time but are definitely
not the last.”

FlixBus began in Germany in 2013 and has
expanded to 27 European countries. Gourdain
said more than 120 million riders have used the
company so far. The company operates with a
franchise-like model. FlixBus manages the tech-
nology, ticketing, customer service, network
planning, marketing and sales of the green fleet
while local partners manage the daily operations.

The Santa Monica operation will pick up
and drop off from the 1200 block of the
Promenade. Busses travel to Barstow, Las Vegas
and several Arizona cities (Bullhead City,
Flagstaff, Kingman, Phoenix, Tempe, Tucson
and Wickenburg). Travelers that book in
advance can find some fares as low as $4.99 and
the most expensive ticket from Santa Monica is
currently $14.99.

SEE FLIXBUS PAGE 7
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Businesses

ask the City

for more transparency
ahead of scooter pilot

KATE CAGLE

Daily Press Staff Writer

A week after local scooter-share
companies shut down their devices
to protest a potential shut out of an
upcoming pilot program, 180 busi-
nesses have signed a letter asking the
city to extend the timeline for select-
ing the winners of the open bid
process. The City is quickly trying to
launch a pilot program in
September, where up to four compa-
nies will be selected to run dockless
bike or scooter operations here.

A selection committee recently
recommended Lyft and Jump
(which is owned by Uber) to par-
ticipate in the program over the
two start-ups already running in
the city. More than a dozen start-

ups applied to participate in the
18-month pilot. Bird and Lime’s
temporary permits expire before
the pilot begins.

“We are hopeful that Santa
Monica will choose to continue part-
nering with a proven company that
continues to provide Santa Monica
riders with best-in-class technology,”
a Lime spokesperson said in response
to questions about the letter.

The Daily Press obtained a copy
of the letter Monday, which is dated
August 17, the last day of public
comment before Planning Director
David Martin chooses the compa-
nies. He’s expected to announce his
selection by the end of the month.

“We are writing on behalf of

SEE SCOOTERS PAGE 6

SMMUSD briefly delays plastic ban

ANGEL CARRERAS
Daily Press Staff Writer

The Santa Monica Malibu
Unified School District will strive
to stir up a stronger plastic ban
solution, briefly delaying their dis-
trictwide ban plans to follow the
City of Santa Monica’s lead.

At the August 16 school board
meeting, two notable items were
removed from the agenda and
scheduled to a later date,
September 6: the establishment of
Spanish-speaking parent group
PEMA at Samohi, and the adoption
of a resolution that would approve
a districtwide ban on plastic straws
and plastic beverage stirrers.

While no reason was given for
the PEMA tabling, staff said they
held off on the plastic straw ban in
order to have the most effective
resolution possible.

Dr. Richard Tahvildaran-
Jesswein, president of the school

board, indicated that staff wanted
to wait until they had “a determi-
nation” on the sustainability plan
the city drafted in banning plastics.

Vice President of the board Jon
Kean echoed Tahvildaran-Jesswein’s
statement, saying the city’s plastic
ban plan is “far more researched,
detailed, and thorough” than the
district’s current resolution.

“We have their plan, so we
should be able to take a look at this
now and bring [an updated version
of the district’s plan] back quickly,”
boardmember Ralph Mechur said.
A district spokesperson added via
email that the deeper look at the
city’s plan would “better inform”
the district in regards to adding
potential materials to SMMUSD’s
proposed straw and stirrer ban.

Additional items discussed
included an update from Santa
Monica’s Education Foundation,

SEE PLASTIC PAGE 6
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What's Up

Westside

OUT AND ABOUT IN SANTA MONICA

Tuesday, August 21
Red Hen Press Reading

Red Hen Press presents a reading with
Eloise Klein Healy, Maurya Simon,
Debbie Clarke Moderow and Amber
Flora Thomas, with dance by Sheetal
Gandhi. Annenberg Community Beach
House, 415 PCH, 6:30 - 8 p.m.
Register online at http://annenberg-
beachhouse.com/beachculture.

Bullet Journaling

Get organized and creative with bullet
journaling. Perfect for back-to-school!
Materials provided, limited guantities
available. Montana Avenue Branch
Library, 1704 Montana Ave, 4 - 5 p.m.

Summer Crafternoon
Tuesdays

Craft Open House. Main Library, 601
Santa Monica Blvd. 2 - 3 p.m.

Wednesday, August 22

Appx Hour Device
Workshop for Seniors

Bring your smartphone or tablet and
receive small group help to get you
started with wusing your device.
Montana Avenue Branch Library, 1704
Montana Ave. 4 - 5 p.m.

Baby Story Time

Story time series for babies 0-17
months. A ticket is required to attend.
A limited number of tickets are given
out on a first-come, first-served basis,
15 minutes before the program, at the
Information Desk. Montana Avenue
Branch Library, 1704 Montana Ave.
11:15 - 11:35 a.m.

Thursday, August 23

Design in 3D: Open Lab
Explore 3D printing possibilities at the
Library. Prepare your own three-dimen-
sional plastic objects for 3D printing.
Staff will be available to help with basic
troubleshooting. Main Library, 601
Santa Monica Blvd. 5 - 7 p.m.

Current Events

Discussion Group

Join organizers for a lively discussion
of the latest news with your friends
and neighbors. Fairview Branch
Library, 2101 Ocean Park Blvd, 1 -
2:30 p.m.

Baby Time
Story series for babies ages O to 17
months accompanied by an adult.
(August 9 - September 13) Fairview
Branch Library, 2101 Ocean Park Blvd,
10 - 10:20 a.m.

Friday, August 24
Craft Supply Swap

Do you have leftover yarn, extra but-
tons, or scraps of ribbon you haven't
used in months? Join us at the library
each Friday to share your crafting
supplies or find new crafting treas-
ures. Pico Branch Library, 2201 Pico
Blvd, 2:30 - 4:30 p.m.

Out of the Blue: Under the

Umbrella with Therese Kelly
Join artist Therese Kelly for a
hybrid eco walking tour of the Beach
House site, plus a natural dyeing
workshop for all ages. Tours will
range across the site and the dye
workshop can get messy; comfort-
able shoes, sun protection, and
clothes you don't mind getting
stained are advised. Register at
http://annenbergbeachhouse.com/b
eachculture. Annenberg Beach
House, 415 PCH, 11 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Saturday, August 25

Santa Monica Rep Play
Reading: Uncle Vanya

Santa Monica Rep performs Anton
Chekhov's dramatic masterpiece
Uncle Vanya. Seating is limited, and
on a first arrival basis. Late seating
is not permitted until a suitable
break in the performance. Early
arrival is recommended. Main
Library, 601 Santa Monica Blvd. 2 -
4:30 p.m.

For help submitting an event, contact us at
310-458-7737 or submit to events@smdp.com
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COMMUNITY BRIEFS

LOS ANGELES
LA parking lots owner gets 6 years for swindling VA

A man who operated parking lots for the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs in Los
Angeles has been sentenced for bilking the agency of $13 million and bribing the official
who granted his parking contracts.

Richard Scott of Santa Monica was sentenced Monday to nearly six years in federal
prison for conspiracy and wire fraud.

Scott also was ordered to pay the VA $12.6 million in restitution.

Scott owned Westside Service LLC. Prosecutors say he kept two sets of books for 15
years, stashing millions in unreported cash and millions more in over-reported expenses.

Court papers show Scott underreported revenue by at least $4.6 million and over-
reported expenses by at least $8.2 million.

Scott, who pleaded quilty in May, has been in custody since his arrest last November.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

LOS ANGELES L )
Los Angeles man pleads quilty in foreign bank scheme

A Los Angeles man accused of hiding more than $1 million in foreign bank accounts
has pleaded quilty to federal charges.

Ben Zion Birman entered a plea Monday to willfully failing to file reports disclosing his
offshore accounts.

Prosecutors say Birman secreted the money in Bank Leumi, based in Israel, and
accessed it through loans designed to conceal the foreign accounts.

He could face up to five years in prison.

In 2014, Bank Leumi acknowledged that for at least a decade, it had conspired to help
U.S. taxpayers hide their income. The bank paid the U.S. government $270 million.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

SACRAMENTO
Surf’s up in California, where it's now the official sport

Surf's up in California, where it's now the official state sport.

Gov. Jerry Brown announced Monday that he has signed a bill making it so.

The new law declares surfing to be “an iconic California sport” — though it acknowl-
edges that surfing originated with the Polynesian people and was imported into
California from Hawaii.

Still, it says Californians have embraced surfing and made important contributions to
the modern sport.

“Nothing represents the California Dream better than surfing -- riding the waves and liv-
ing in harmony with the beautiful beaches and ocean of our Golden State,” avid surfer and
Democratic state Assemblyman Al Muratsuchi of Torrance said when he introduced the bill.

The state's 1,100 miles (1,770 kilometers) of coastline are home to a number of world-
famous surf breaks, and California hosts the Surfers' Hall of Fame, the International
Surfing Museum, and the California Surf Museum. It's also the site of the International
Surf Festival, the U.S. Open of Surfing, the Mavericks Big Wave Surf Contest and the
Founders' Cup of Surfing.

The law officially claims California is the heart of the surfboard building industry and
that surf forecasting and the neoprene wetsuit were both invented in California.

Muratsuchi estimated that surfing generates more than $6 billion in annual retail
sales, playing a key role in the state's coastal tourism and recreation economy.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

LOS ANGELES ) . o
FBI: Chinese man kidnapped after business meeting in LA

The FBI is looking for three suspects who kidnapped a Chinese man after a business
meeting in the Los Angeles area last month, but authorities haven't heard from the kid-
nappers since they demanded a $2 million ransom and the man remains missing, inves-
tigators said Monday.

Ruochen “Tony" Liao, 28, was abducted by three men on July 16 in San Gabriel —
about 10 miles (16 kilometers) east of downtown Los Angeles — according to Gene Kowel,
an assistant special-agent-in-charge at the FBI's office in Los Angeles.

Liao, who owns a Southern California car dealership that sold high-end cars, such as
Porches and Bentleys, had just finished an evening meeting with several business asso-
ciates when three men pulled up in two vehicles — a Toyota minivan and a Range Rover
— and abducted him, officials said.

After they kidnapped him, the abductors contacted Liao's family and demanded that
they pay a $2 million ransom, but the money was not paid, Kowel said.

On Monday, the FBI released a sketch of one of the men they believe was involved in
the kidnapping, who they suspect may have been an acquaintance of Liao. The man, who
the FBI identified only as “David,” had attended the business meeting with Liao, accord-
ing to Matthew Lombard, an attorney for Liao’s family.

Investigators are examining several theories in the case, including the possibility that
Liao was involved in a business dispute and Liao had previously been involved in business
deals with people who “were not the most reputable,” Kowel said.

Although the kidnappers had reached out initially to demand the ransom, Liao's fam-
ily has not heard from them in about a month, he said.

“Our hope is that Tony is still alive. We're operating under the premise that he is still
alive,” Kowel said. “However, we do become concerned as these cases progress the
chance of someone remaining alive can diminish.”

Liao's relatives, who live in China, are offering a $150,000 reward, in addition to a $25,000
reward being offered by the FBI for information that could lead them to locating Liao.

“He is a deeply loved person by his family,” Lombard said. “He’s their only child and
they are very, very concerned for him.”

MICHAEL BALSAMO, ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Summer Of Scooters End Is Here

THE SUMMER OF ESCOOTERS IS ALMOST
over — will they survive? Probably in some
form or fashion is my guess. Theyre both
very popular, and very unpopular. The vast
middle ground here seems to be a slim sliver
of society at best.

Last week I was minding my own business
in the hot tub at the Loews Santa Monica
Beach Hotel when one of the other soakers
decided to engage me on my affection for the
“toy vehicles” as some refer to them.

His basic argument was, “I like them, and I
hate them. People are irresponsible and the
company should be held accountable for the
bad behavior of its riders. Something has to be
done, but I think we need to have alternatives
to the incredible traffic snarls we’re having.”

Of course this engagement with me was
contentious. You can’t throw out red meat to
a carnivore and expect them to not eat it,
and this type of emotional, unformed think-
ing is the ultimate red meat to a lawyer.

I tried to point out to him that there are
limits to what the company should be held
responsible for — after all we don’t get to sue
the car manufacturers when a drunk driver
kills someone. So why would we hold Bird or
Lime responsible when a rider causes an
accident by being where theyre not sup-
posed to be?

Similarly, when one person uses a gun to
shoot and kill someone else, there’s no vicar-
ious liability to the manufacturers. The fact
is that whether it’s a car, a scooter or a gun,
they are all just inanimate objects that are
then either used properly or improperly and
it is the user who is responsible for the dam-
ages they cause.

Now the “something” that needs to be
done is open for discussion. Lime has
geofenced the bikepath to prevent people
using them there. This is an industry solu-
tion to a problem that seems to work well. I
was just consulting in Denver on a business
retreat I do, and there the eScooters are pop-
ular, but also more regulated. There is a large
amount of the city and campus that is
geofenced, and there are also fewer
eScooters. Which resulted in an interesting
bonus to the companies. When using an
eScooter if you want to keep it, you can con-
tinue to pay the per minute charges and then
the eScooter is “locked” and no one else can
access it. This has the unique benefits of

increasing the demand, and increasing the
per scooter profit because there is now more
revenue, but less expense as the batteries are
not being used.

Ive predicted that the market will
respond to the eScooter issue and it seems to
have done so in Denver. I believe it will here
as well. They’re popular, they’re useful and
even with the oppressive regulation of hel-
mets and road access, they will continue to
grow as a viable alternative to driving in this
small community that is rapidly becoming
so congested that the only viable alternative
is to shut down some streets to cars, and
force a pedestrian lifestyle.

My forecast here is based on a conversa-
tion I had with a local architect who keeps
up with the planning commission’s work in
progress. His warning to me was, “in 5 years
you wont recognize this city” — heck I barely
recognize it now! With the soon to be
replaced bowling alley to become yet anoth-
er monolithic residential/retail abortion one
can only expect to see this city become the
Manbhattan of the West Coast.

Land owners are entitled to develop their
property — the city though is supposed to
regulate how, when, and what sort of limits
they place on that development. We have
almost no infrastructure increases planned
and yet the load on the city continues to
grow. I don’t see how the ‘livability factor’ of
this city can remain high, if we continue to
allow runaway development, do little to
assist the homeless and continue to engage
in hyper-regulation of valid solutions that
will eventually either kill the solutions, or
make this city intolerable.

Denver is a beautiful city, has a strong
tourism trade, and yet remains a livable,
workable city, that is embracing change and
solutions. We can take a lesson or two from
them. Starting with being more hospitable
to the eScooters, and less to the rampant
development with no concessions for infra-
structure development.

DAVID PISARRA is a Los Angeles Divorce and
Child Custody Lawyer specializing in Father's
and Men's Rights with the Santa Monica firm of
Pisarra & Grist. He welcomes your questions
and comments. He can be reached at dpisar-
ra@pisarra.com or 310/664-9969.You can follow
him on Twitter @davidpisarra
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Smoke across US West blots out
mountains, poses health risks

BY SALLY HO & GILLIAN FLACCUS

Associated Press

Smoke from wildfires clogged the sky
across the U.S. West, blotting out mountains
and city skylines from Oregon to Colorado,
delaying flights and forcing authorities to
tell even healthy adults in the Seattle area to
stay indoors.

As large cities dealt with unhealthy air for
a second summer in a row, experts warned
that it could become more common as the
American West faces larger and more
destructive wildfires because of heat and
drought blamed on climate change. Officials
also must prioritize resources during the
longer firefighting season, so some blazes may
be allowed to burn in unpopulated areas.

Seattle’s Space Needle was swathed in haze,
and it was impossible to see nearby moun-
tains. Portland, Oregon, residents who were
up early saw a blood-red sun shrouded in
smoke and huffed their way through another
day of polluted air. Portland Public Schools
suspended all outdoor sports practices.

Thick smoke in Denver blocked the view
of some of Colorado’s famous mountains
and prompted an air quality health advisory
for the northeastern quarter of the state.

The smoky pollution, even in Colorado,
came from wildfires in British Columbia and
the Northwest’s Cascade Mountains, cloud-
ing a season that many spend outdoors.

Portland resident Zach Simon supervised
a group of children in a summer biking
camp who paused at a huge water fountain
by the Willamette River, where gray, smoky
haze obscured a view of Mount Hood.

Simon said he won’t let the kids ride as far
or take part in as many running games like
tag while the air quality is bad.

“I went biking yesterday, and I really felt
it in my lungs, and I was really headachy and
like, lethargic,” Simon said Monday. “Today,
biking, you can see the whole city in haze
and you can’t see the skyline.”

In Colorado, Sid Vaughn, who works at a
Boulder shoe store called the Boulder
Running Co., did his usual 9-mile run
Monday despite the smoke.

“It didn’t feel that great to my lungs,” he said.

Forest fires are common, but typical
Seattle-area weather pushes it out of the way
quickly. The latest round of prolonged
smoke happened as hot temperatures and
high pressure collided, said Andrew Wineke,
a spokesman for the state Ecology
Department’s air quality program.

It’s a rare occurrence that also happened
last year, raising concerns for many locals
that it may become normal during wildfire
season. Wineke said climate change is
expected to contribute to many more fires.

“The trend is clear. You see the number of
forest fires increasing, and so there’s going to
be wildfires,” Wineke said. “There’s going to
be smoke. It’s going to be somewhere.”

The Federal Aviation Administration said
airplanes bound for the Sea-Tac
International Airport, Seattle’s main airport,
may be delayed because of low visibility.

In Spokane, air quality slipped into the
“hazardous” range. Thick haze hung over
Washington’s second-largest city, forcing
vehicles to turn on their headlights during
the morning commute.

The air quality was so bad that everyone,
regardless of physical condition or age, will
likely be affected, according to the Spokane
Regional Clean Air Agency.

The haze caused Gonzaga and Eastern
Washington universities to cancel soccer
matches Sunday, and Spokane to delay some
garbage service until Tuesday to protect
workers.

In California, winds blew smoke from
several wildfires into the San Francisco Bay
Area, where hazy air blanketed the skies and
authorities issued an air quality advisory
through Tuesday.

The Bay Area Air Quality Management
District issued a “Spare the Air” alert, which
recommends people don’t drive to avoid
adding more pollutants to the air and advis-
es those with health problems to limit out-
door exposure because and stay in air-condi-
tioned buildings.

Health officials say signs of smoke-related
health symptoms include coughing, scratchy
throat, irritated sinuses, headaches, stinging
eyes and runny nose. Those with heart dis-
ease may experience chest pain, irregular
heartbeats, shortness of breath and fatigue.

Patients at Denver’s National Jewish
Health, a respiratory hospital, were report-
ing worsening symptoms, hospital
spokesman Adam Dormuth said.

In Portland, six tourists from Lincoln,
Nebraska, posed for a photo in front of the
Willamette River with the usual Mount
Hood backdrop shrouded in haze. The
group of siblings and friends rented an RV
and drove in to visit a sister who recently
moved to the area.

“We are disappointed that we can’t see
the mountains and the whole city, because
our relatives live here and tell us how pretty
it is, and we’re missing it,” Bev Harris said.
“We’re from tornado alley, and we don’t have
wildfires. It’s a different experience.”

Flaccus reported from Portland, Oregon.
Associated Press reporters Nicholas K.
Geranios in Spokane, Dan Elliott in Denver and
Olga Rodriguez in San Francisco contributed to
this story.
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SEE NEWS HAPPENING OR HAVE SOMETHING TO REPORT?
dpcom  Santa Monica Daily Press

CALL US TODAY (310) 458-7737

FINDING A NEW
DENTIST IS TOUGH!!

(BUT WE MAKE IT EASY!!!
YOUR CHOICE

’

TRY OUR NO OBLIGATION

$59 EXAM
AND CLEANING

For New Patients
INCLUDES FULL XRAYS

TRY OUR NO OBLIGATION

$1 EXAM

INCLUDES
FULL XRAYS

If you don't like what we have to say we will

give you a copy of your x-rays at no charge

DENTAL CARE WITHOUT JUDGEMENT!
WE OFFER UNIQUE SERVICES

*Nitrous Oxide provided as a courtesy
*No interest payment plans
*Emergencies can be seen today
*Our dentists and staff members are easy to talk to

AND OF COURSE WE DO
* Invisalign e Periodontist on Staff e Oral Surgeon on Staff
e Cosmetics and Implants  ® Zoom bleaching  ® and more

SANTA MONICA FAMILY DENTISTRY
DR. ALAN RUBENSTEIN
1260 15th ST. SUITE #703

(310) 736-2589
WWW.ALANRUBENSTEINDDS.COM

14-MoNTH CD SPECIAL

2.50%

431 Wilshire Blvd, Santa Monica, (310) 393-8889

For the location nearest you, please call (855) 886-4824

or visit us at firstrepublic.com

/

Y

FIrsT REPUBLIC BANK

'Annual Percentage Yield effective as of publication date. Limited time offer subject to change

without notice. $10,000 minimum balance. Penalty for early withdrawal. Fees may reduce earnings.
Consumer accounts only. Offer cannot be combined with other promotions. Member FDIC.




PROPOSED NEW ISSUE UNDERLYING RATINGS: Moody’s “Aaa”

Standard & Poor’s “AA+”

$120,000,000*

AV YV HAN

SENTE MK BLAL I NIFIED SCks DISTHRICT

SANTA MONICA-MALIBU UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
(Los Angeles County, California)
General Obligation Bonds
Election of 2012, Series D

Anticipated date of offering on or about

August 22, 2018

The offering of Bonds will be made only by the Official Statement, which
describes the security for such issue and which may be obtained in any
state in which the undersigned may lawfully offer such issue.

RAYMOND JAMES”®

Matt Ayers  Bruce Treitman
424.303.6412

This is neither an offer to sell nor a solicitation to buy any security. A credit rating of a security is not a recommendation
to buy, sell or hold securities and may be subject to review, revisions, suspension, reduction or withdrawal at any time by
the assigning rating agency. A decision to purchase the Bonds is an investment decision that should only be made after a
complete review and understanding of the terms of the Bonds, including investment risks. No decision should be made prior
to receipt and review of the Preliminary Official Statement and applicable pricing information. Raymond James & Associates,
Inc., member New York Stock Exchange/SIPC.

*Preliminary, subject to change

é )

5 Hatch Chiles

Honoring this year’s great
crop of green chiles

from Hatch, New Mexico,
we’re “Hatching” tasty
celebrations in many
departments.

Serving
Suggggtiov‘

Get ready for our

! - Certified Angus Beef®
upcoming roasting events:

Hatch Chile Burger Patties

visit gelsons.com. 85% Lean
$6.99/1b
Reg. $8.99/1b
k Prices valid August 15-September 4, 2019

your entire order of
$50 or more*

$10 off

Our way of saying “thanks” for shopping with us!

G(ejAon’A

gelsons.com

*Offer valid at Gelson’s Santa Monica location only. Excludes
pharmacy, tobacco, gift cards, and postage stamps. Cannot
be used with any other offer. Limit one coupon per customer
per day. No cash back. No reproductions accepted; coupon
must be surrendered when tendered.

Expires: 8/19/2018 PLU #8731

Gelson’s Santa Monica
2627 Lincoln Blvd, Santa Monica, CA 90405
(818) 790-0563

f /ilovegelsons elsonsmarkets elsonsmarkets

® /gelsonsmarkets
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PLASTIC

FROM PAGE 1

who raises money for arts, STEM and addi-
tional programs in the district. They've
raised $339,879 for the school year (July 1 —
August 15) thus far.

The Santa Monica Malibu Classroom
Teachers Association also had an update to
share, mainly their excitement for the
school year.

“We're revving up to start the new year,
everyone is working very hard at every level
in the district,” Sarah Braff, president of
SMMCTA said. “From the very top to the
very bottom, everyone is cooking on all 8
cylinders, maybe even 12.”

She applauded Dr.Drati’s three-pronged
approach to education and more in the dis-
trict, an approach which includes creating a
culture of shared accountability, teaching
cross-cultural/socio-economic skills and
engaging in constant self-reflection around

SCOOTERS

FROM PAGE 1

Santa Monica businesses to advocate for an
extension of the timeline for pilot program
applications to be properly evaluated and to
ask for more transparency in the evaluation
process,” the letter said.

Businesses signed onto the letter include
Cha Cha Chicken, Coral Tree Cafe, Bay Cities
Deli, Rocco’s Cheesecake, The Hive, Santa
Monica Music Center and Sweaty Betty.

Several of the listed businesses have
already partnered with Lime, which
launched in Santa Monica earlier this sum-
mer, to allow onsite scooter parking, trip
credits for customers and a digital flag with-
in the Lime app’s mapping system. The
start-up promised to tap into its “LimeHub”
network to distribute free helmets to first
time riders in its application to participate in
the pilot.

The letter said Lime in particular has
“clearly learned how to improve their service
in Santa Monica.”

Businesses can also partner with locally
based Bird Scooters to serve as a docking
point for electric scooters.

The owner of Aussie Pie Kitchen signed
onto the letter but said he didn’t have a pref-
erence which companies operate here as

the issue of equity.

Braff added that social justice and
restorative justice (provides alternatives to
punitive actions through methods such as
discussion circles) aspects of the approach
are “all things needed to be done to make
change,” and acknowledged that to further
change in the district, there will be “difficult
discussions” but says the district is “on the
right path.”

Lastly, Dr.Drati gave a Superintendent’s
update, summarizing summer efforts to
improve the district. He cited employee
training and perhaps most important to the
public, construction.

“Some of you may have passed by our
schools, a lot of work has gone on. It may
seem, ‘Wow how can we be ready when
school starts, with some of those campuses,
but just realize it was like that last year.
They’ll get it done. Schools will be open and
students will be ready to go.”

angel@smdp.com

long as users behave better.

“We’re interested in more transparency,
Nick Bishop said. Bishop said the scooters
help customers quickly get from downtown
to his cafe on Main Street (which will close
later this month). “I think it’s a good thing if
it’s under control.”

The selection committee made up of city
staffers and a Santa Monica Police
Department traffic officers graded thirteen
applications on experience, operations, abil-
ity to launch, public education, compliance,
financials, parking and safety and insurance.
Lime came in fourth overall, behind Lyft,
Jump and Spin, in the scooter category. Bird
came in tenth overall.

“Bird is a home-grown Santa Monica
company that for almost a year has been
delivering on our mission of getting more
cars off the road to reduce traffic and carbon
emissions. Last week alone, over 14,000
emails were sent to the City of Santa Monica
by residents, businesses, and community
organizations urging officials to allow Bird’s
continued service of the city. We are so
grateful for this enormous support from our
hometown, and we are hopeful that Santa
Monica will continue to work with us under
its new pilot program,” said a Bird
spokesperson.

kate@smdp.com
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FLiXBUS

ety
Awserican Daplorer Mataacoach, LLC
USDOT s0G 1 fd ML 1705

Save for a

rainy year.

Troy Wilson, Agent
State Farm Agent
2716 Ocean Park Blvd, Suite 1050
Santa Monica, CA 90405

Mon-Fri 9:00 am to 5:00 pm
Saturdays by Appointment

Get a 30-Month Term
*FDIC-insured CD

2 " 3 O%APY*

Set aside money with a fixed rate of return.
I'll be there to show you rates and terms
that can help you reach your goal.

Bank with a Good Neighbor”.
CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION.

310-315-1935

o StateFarmBank:

*Annual Percentage Yield as of 07/14/18. Advertised rates are subject to change at the Bank’s discretion. The minimum
balance required to earn the stated APY is $500 (rates apply to deposits less than $100,000). A penalty may be imposed for
withdrawals prior to maturity. Special Term CDs renew automatically into the next highest Standard Term CD. Some products

and services not available in all areas. FDIC basic coverage amount is $250,000 per depositor, per insured bank, for each

ownership category. IRA and ESA CDs are not available for terms less than 12 months.

Callers who are hearing or speech impaired should dial 711
or use a preferred Telecommunications Relay Service.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B.,
Bloomington, IL

1501580

@ MEMBER
teiszs FDIC

Credit Shea Flynn

BRANDING: FlixBus works with local partners who purchase and operate the busses.

FLIXBUS

FROM PAGE 1

FlixBus has several other stops in Los
Angeles including Downtown, UCLA and
USC with more destinations available
depending on the departure location.
Destinations available from Los Angeles
include San Jose, San Francisco, Sacramento
and San Diego. A same-day booking from
USC to San Francisco costs $19.99 for a trav-
el time of just over eight hours. Gourdain
said prices will increase over time as more
people literally get on board but the service
is committed facilitating travel for everyone
with low fares.

Gourdain said the company plans to
expand the Santa Monica offerings with San
Diego being the most likely addition.

He said the company is a lean, efficient
operation that leverages technology to lower
costs. They use a data-driven approach to
expansion and said the West Coast was a target
for them after they saw American riders of their
European busses actually ranked the service
more favorably than the European riders.

According to Gourdain, adapting to the
American market has been relatively easy

because American’s understand the entre-
preneurial spirit of the company and the
country has a strong infrastructure for
busses. He said American customers are
benefitting from the lessons learned while
working in Europe.

“Now we come with the best product we
can find in the industry, now we come in
with something really strong,” he said.

Gourdain said the local municipalities
have been welcoming to the company
because they provide a missing piece of the
transit puzzle for individuals who want to
drive less. He said those customers can use a
shared bike/scooter for their short trips, car-
shares for the medium trips and now the bus
for their long-distance travel.

He said the biggest challenge is changing
the public perception of the bus and making
bus travel cool again.

“Santa Monica has been plagued by traf-
fic for the past year and FlixBus is part of the
solution here in offering an alternative
means of transportation,” he said.

The Flixbus stop is located at 1200 3rd
Street Promenade. For more information, visit
www.FlixBus.com or download their app.

editor@smdp.com

IF MONEY*S BURNING
A HOLE IN YOUR
PFMKET, I1T*8 NOT A
NEW PAIR OF PANTS
TOU NEED.

FEEDTHEPID.ORO
e —

o — -

2803 MAIN ST. SANTA MONICA, CA 90405

ELECTRIC

NN

KES

310.314.9887

BULLS MONSTER ES

i HAIBIKE FULL FATSIX 7.0

e $4,199% - 5,149

The BULLS Monster E S has united all of the innovations
that proven successful in the past. An aluminum frame :
with a tapered headtube and tailored chainstays makes
this fat-eBike ready to conquer anything you can get your :
tires on. Front suspension duties are taken care of by the

RockShox Bluto with plenty of clearance.

:  Haibike Integrated Motor Concept The motor is the techno-
logical core and defining characteristic of an eBike. Thanks
to our Gravity Casting motor interfaces we can integrate the
motor in a compact manner without separate mounting
plates. This concept reduces the space required to mount
the motor and decreases the visual volume of the engine.

WWW.ELECTRICBIKEZZZ.COM

KALKHOFF “///// :=¢:n:us'A cocycde oJo (220 @ DCERO

=

COMMUTER SCOOTER"

Gazelle
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SURF REPORT

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS
IN THIS SPACE TODAY!

“Santa )Y)omca Daily Press B

SURF FORECASTS

WATER TEMP: 74.5°

TUESDAY - POOR TO FAIR - surr: 2-3 ft knee to waist high

Minimal S swell leftovers.

WEDNESDAY - POOR TO FAIR - surr: 1-2 ft ankle to knee high occ. 3 ft

Minor S swell trickles in.

hol addiction is painful.

treatment doesn't have to be.

> 24/7 specialists available. No obligation.
> Calls are free and confidential.

> Nationwide network of best in class treatment facilities.
> Most private insurances cover the cost of treatment.

C

THE

CLEAN SOBER

NETWORK

CALL NOW. SPEAK TO SOMEONE WHO CAN HELP.

424-316-5111

MEALSEWHEELS WEST

Delivering More Than a Meal
Delivering - $1 to 100,000

help us serve 100,000 meals this year.

ted just $1 to go towards providing a meal
- 100,000 campaign.

Il go towards J’elivering 100,000 meals

RE THAN A MEAL
“Before I didn ’t"q_‘at ry m didn’t have anyone to cook for me.
I would liké to thaﬁk everyone for their kindness and support.”
7] . .- Betty, Santa Monica client
DONATE SECURELY ONLINE: www.mealsonwheelswest. orq
Contact: info@mealsonwheelswest.org 310 394-5133 x5

501(c)(3) non-profit

We need your hel
Imagine if everyone

Every dollar raise

CRIME WATCH

DAILY PRESS S TAFF

,\K
A\

Crime Watch is culled from reports provided by the Santa Monica Police Department.
These are arrests only. All parties are innocent until proven quilty in a court of law.

ON AUGUST 9, 2018 AT ABOUT 1:55 P.M.

While patrolling the area of 1500 4th Street, officers saw a subject loitering and acting
suspiciously in Parking Structure 7 - 350 Broadway. As officer approached, the subject
walked away and attempted to avoid any contact. Officers stopped to talk with him. The
subject was on probation for domestic violence with active search conditions. A search
of his person and backpack, led to the recovery of a methamphetamine pipe and burgla-
ry tools - bolt cutters, wrenches, pliers. The subject was taken into custody. Ricardo
Adelmo Ibarracenteno, 29, homeless, was arrested for possession of burglary tools, pos-
session of narcotics paraphernalia and a probation violation. Bail was set at $10,000.

The Santa Monica Police
Department Responded To 390
Calls For Service On August 19.

HERE IS A SAMPLING OF THOSE
CALLS CHOSEN BY THE
SANTA MONICA DAILY PRESS STAFF.

Burglary 1700 block Ocean Park 12:11 a.m.
Shots fired 17th/California 12:15 a.m.
Domestic violence 1800 block 20th 12:19 a.m.
Public intoxication 1500 block Ocean
12:36 a.m.

Fight 1800 block 10th 12:53 a.m.

Grand theft 1400 block 2nd 01:38 a.m.
Grand theft auto Yale/Montana 01:48 a.m.
Battery 1300 block 14th 02:08 a.m.
Vandalism 3400 block Ocean Park 02:18 a.m.
Battery Main/Hill 02:24 a.m.

Battery Main/Hill 02:35 a.m.

Battery 14th/Santa Monica 02:40 a.m.
Grand theft auto Ocean/Seaside 02:56 a.m.
Shots fired 1700 block Ocean 03:53 a.m.
Person w/a gun 1200 block 23rd 06:02 a.m.
Missing person 1100 block Wilshire 09:19 a.m.
Bike theft 1300 block 14th 10:09 a.m.
Missing person 1100 block Wilshire 10:17 a.m.
Person down 1700 block Franklin 10:34 a.m.
Indecent exposure 400 block Santa
Monica Pier 12:06 p.m.

Auto burglary Yale/Montana 12:47 p.m.
Grand theft auto 1000 block Ocean 12:54 p.m.
Injured person 2000 block Ocean Front
Walk 1:01 p.m.

DAILY POLICE LOG

Sexual assault 1000 block 2nd 1:15 p.m.
Animal related incident 1100 block 12th
1:47 p.m.

Battery 300 block Santa Monica Pl 1:50 p.m.
Battery 1100 block Wilshire 3:03 p.m.
Fight 2900 block Main 3:30 p.m.

Burglary 800 block 5th 3:49 p.m.

Sexual assault 1500 block 2nd 4:39 p.m.
Animal related incident 2600 block
Centinela 4:52 p.m.

Battery 22nd/Wilshire 5:18 p.m.

Burglary 1100 block 5th 5:55 p.m.

Fight Lincoln/Olympic 6:27 p.m.

Drinking in public 2200 block Virginia
6:42 p.m.

Burglary 1400 block 5th 6:51 p.m.

Auto burglary 1400 block 4th 7:05 p.m.
Auto burglary 1400 block 4th 7:42 p.m.
Animal related incident 500 block
Broadway 7:48 p.m.

Domestic violence 2500 block Pico 7:52 p.m.
Drunk driving 200 block Hollister 8:36 p.m.
Auto burglary 1300 block 2nd 9 p.m.
Death investigation 1900 block 20th 9:06 p.m.
Critical missing person 900 block 16th
9:10 p.m.

Auto burglary 1300 block 2nd 9:24 p.m.
Encampment 1500 block 5th 9:29 p.m.
Auto burglary 1400 block 4th 9:39 p.m.
Fight 1000 block 6th 9:44 p.m.

Auto burglary 1200 block 4th 9:53 p.m.
Auto burglary 1300 block 4th 10:04 p.m.
Auto burglary 1300 block 4th 10:13 p.m.
Auto burglary 1200 block 2nd 11:20 p.m.
Prowler 400 block Bay 11:26 p.m.

DAILY FIRE LOG

The Santa Monica Fire Department
Responded To 36 Calls For
Service On August 19.

HERE IS A SAMPLING OF THOSE
CALLS CHOSEN BY THE
SANTA MONICA DAILY PRESS STAFF.

Traffic collision w/injury 17th/Michigan
04:09 a.m.

Carbon monoxide alarm 900 block 14th
05:01 a.m.

Emergency Medical Service 1400 block
2nd 7:46 a.m.

Automatic alarm 1700 block San Vicente
08:20 a.m.

Emergency Medical Service 1300 block
17th 09:41 a.m.

EMS 1700 block Franklin 10:34 a.m.
EMS 700 block Pico 10:50 a.m.

EMS 2400 block Wilshire 11:44 a.m.
EMS 1900 block 17th 11:52 a.m.

EMS 1900 block 20th 11:54 a.m.

EMS 1300 block 20th 12:04 p.m.

Traffic collision w/injury 1900 block

Lincoln 12:29 p.m.

EMS 1800 block Berkeley 12:49 p.m.
EMS 400 block Santa Monica 1:11 p.m.
EMS 300 block Santa Monica 1:55 p.m.
EMS 300 block Santa Monica 2:12 p.m.
Automatic alarm 1200 block 4th 2:13 p.m.
EMS 900 block Palisades 3:25 p.m.
EMS 1700 block Pico 3:38 p.m.

EMS 1400 block Lincoln 3:40 p.m.
Automatic alarm 2900 block Montana
4:21 p.m.

EMS 1400 block 17th 5:13 p.m.

EMS 1900 block Ocean 5:22 p.m.

EMS 1400 block 17th 5:25 p.m.

EMS 500 block Colorado 6:13 p.m.
EMS 200 block Bicknell 6:33 p.m.
EMS 17th/Michigan 6:36 p.m.
Automatic alarm 1100 block Ashland 7:13 p.m.
EMS 1700 block Cloverfield 7:26 p.m.
Minor aircraft incident 3300 block D.
Douglas loop 8:31 p.m.

EMS 2600 block Lincoln 8:45 p.m.
EMS 1900 block 20th 9:01 p.m.

EMS Ocean/Broadway 10:27 p.m.

EMS 900 block 3rd 10:47 p.m.

EMS 900 block 10th 10:57 p.m.

YOUR OPINION MATTERS! SEND YOUR LETTERS TO e Santa Monica Daily Press e Attn.
Editor: ® 1640 5th Street, Suite 218 ¢ Santa Monica, CA 90401 e letters@smdp.com
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DAILY LOTTERY

Draw Date: 8/19

,F.ﬂ:!:l.fﬂ,i:}l' L REERLEE

Draw Date: 8/18
24 34 52 61 67

E.-d. 'E Power#: 16
* = Jackpot: 60M Draw Date: 8/19
MIDDAY: 972
Draw Date: 8/17 MY 3 Draw Date: 8/19
- :ﬂ31#323 47 56 EVENING: 948
Liboas  Megat:
pal Jackpot: 102M Draw Date: 8/19
1st: 06 Whirl Win
Zra: D;;e:;zlia W 2nd: 12 Lucky Charms
EEFF" 3d: 07 Eureka
LOTTO Megah2 RACE TIME: 1:44.52
Jackpot: 25M

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the winning number information, mistakes can occur. In
the event of any discrepancies, California State laws and California Lottery regulations will prevail. Complete
game information and prize claiming instructions are available at California Lottery retailers. Visit the California
State Lottery web site at http://www.calottery.com

WORD UP!

squamous

1. covered with or formed of squamae or scales.
2. scalelike.

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY'S CROSSWORD
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SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S SUDOKU

Sudoku

Fill in the blank
cells using numbers
1 to 9. Each number
can appear only once
in each row, column,
and  3x3  block.
Use logic and process
of elimination to
solve the puzzle.
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WELL NEWS BY scoTT LAFEE

Stories for the Waiting Room
M The followers of Hippocrates --
the ancient Greek physician con-
sidered to be the “father of medi-
cine” -- believed that the gender
of newborns was determined by
which of the father's testicles pro-
vided the sperm: right for males,
left for females.

M A rather crude, painful and ulti-
mately misquided form of sex
selection was sometimes prac-
ticed by binding the testicle of the
gender one didn't want.

Never Say Diet

H The Major League Eating speed-
eating record for strawberry short-
cake is 22 pounds in eight minutes,
held by Carmen Cincotti. After a
subsequent visit to the restroom,
Cincotti felt strawbetter.

MYSTERY PHOTO

9 SPONSORED BY

The first person who can correctly identify where this image was captured wins a prize.
Send answers to editor@smdp.com.

Newsday Crossword

ACROSS
1 Minor
disagreement
5 Without delay,
in memos
9 Athlete’s
negotiator
14 Mexican food
that's folded
15 Narrow road
16 Helicopter
blade
17 Conceming
18 Tiny bit
19 Inspirational
slogan
20 Holdin, as a
sheeze
22 Winter skating
surface
24 Homeowner's
document
25 Common
parting words
28 “| beg your
pardon?”
29 Japanese
maker of the
Outback SUV

33 _ Lanka

36 Reveal a secret
39 Trooper's speed

detector

40 Common
parting words

44 |slamic
Almighty

45 Wise one

46 Medicine
prescribers:
Abbr.

47 Give as a qift

49 All over again

52 Common
parting words,

from the Spanish

58 Bring under
control

61 Triumphed

62 Underground
room for wine

63 Fractions of a
day

65 Prefix meaning
“against”

67 Scientific test
sites

68 Small bay

69 Tune for two
singers

70 Norway's capital

71 With caraway, as
some breads

72 Overwhelm with
humor

73 “At what time?”

DOWN
1 Secret supply
2 Spaghetti, for

PARTING WORDS by Billie Truitt
Edited by Stanley Newman

www.stanxwords.com

6 _ Paulo,
Brazil
7 Playful prank
8 Tranquility
9 Elbow’s location
10 Gift to a party
guest
11 Suffix for
luncheon
12 Brief memo
13 Walked (on)

21 “Well, __-di-dah!"”
23 Newspaper
execs.

26 News stories
27 Mystical glow
30 Father of Cain
31 Sudden attack
32 Caterer's

38 Pemissible
by law

41 Soaped up

42 Horse-stopping
shout

43 Persistence

48 Direction
opposite ENE

50 Mother of Cain

51 “Weeping' tree

53 Frog cousins

54 Declare void

55 Cut drastically,
as prices

56 Dining surface

57 Fire-setting
crime

58 “Step right
__way!”

example coffeepots 59 Highest-rated
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Official: Man detained in US wanted for murder in Mexico

CHRISTOPHER WEBER &
MARK STEVENSON

Associated Press

An immigrant in the U.S. illegally who
was picked up while taking his wife to a hos-
pital to give birth is the man wanted for a
killing in Mexico, a Mexican government
official said Monday after the man’s lawyer
suggested authorities have the wrong person.

U.S. Immigration and Customs
Enforcement officials said over the weekend
that Joel Arrona Lara was wanted on an out-
standing arrest warrant in a homicide case in
Mexico, but Arrona attorney Emilio Amaya
Garcia said he is unaware of any warrant and
has been unable to confirm it with the
Mexican consulate in Los Angeles

An official of the Mexican state of

Guanajuato on Monday confirmed the war-
rant. The official spoke anonymously
because the official was not authorized to be
quoted by name and could not say when the
crime occurred, but said it was an intention-

al homicide case akin to a U.S. murder

charge. Mexican officials are prohibited by

law from revealing criminal case details for
fear of compromising ongoing investiga-
tions or depriving suspects of the presump-
tion of innocence.

Arrona was detained last week while

stopping for gas in San Bernardino, east of

Los Angeles. His wife, Maria del Carmen
Venegas, had to drive herself to a scheduled
C-section.

Authorities might have mistaken Arrona
for his brother, who has done jail time in
Mexico, Garcia and Venegas told KCBS-TV .

His client “denies any criminal history in
Mexico and he is unaware of any criminal
proceedings in Mexico in which he is named
as a defendant,” Garcia told The Associated
Press on Saturday.

Garcia said Monday that he still had not
seen any court documents from Mexico.

Telephone email messages left Monday
with the Mexican consulate in Los Angeles
seeking comment were not returned.

TODAY'S BIRTHDAY (Aug. 21)

ARIES (March 21-April 19)

There are many reasons you “should” be
happy. But reasons you “should” be happy are
not reasons you are. You cannot feel happiness
by other people's standards. Accept your feel-
ings; they are the bottom line on the matter.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

Any effort to make yourself feel accepted,
comfortable and soothed internally, and gener-
ally happy, will be well worth the effort. After
all, how can you radiate a beautiful aura while
feeling dark on the inside?

GEMINI (May 21-June 21)

You'll spend many hours of highly focused
attention on productive and practical activities
so that by evening it may feel like you have
very little psychic energy to invest on your
loved ones. Then love will repower you.

CANCER (June 22-July 22)

Your water sign nature will help you get com-
fortable with the changes that come today.
You'll be the boat, uniquely poised between
two worlds, part in the ocean and part above it,
ready to ride it out.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

Every generation thinks they are misunder-
stood by the generation before them and
underappreciated by the generation behind
them. When feelings arise on this topic, just
know that they're shared by all ages.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

With so many people around you who need
you, you have to be convinced to be selfish
these days. Just don't forget that you're a per-
son, too, and you can't give what you don't
have. Replenish yourself.

before things start moving again.

This year represents your reaching a new comfort level within yourself, which comes across in a pleas-
ant, friendly manner. Some will say you're flirting with the world. As you appreciate what's special
about you, others see it, too, and put your talents to work. Financially and emotionally, the next 12
months are fantastic. Saqgittarius and Taurus adore you. Your lucky numbers are: 9, 2, 10, 40 and 38.

Last Day of Leo Sun Advice

Today's social stars come with a feeling similar to being stuck in an elevator of strangers with whom you
have seemingly nothing in common. But by asking a few key questions, you'll find out that you are much
more alike than you might have guessed, and in fact are “trapped” with the ideal group. Make it count

LIBRA (Sept. 23-0ct. 23)

Visible reality is not the boss of you. But nei-
ther is the unseen world. Both will try to entice
you, order you around, tell you what to want,
how to feel. Get your balance between the two
so you can stand your own ground.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21)

Pretend you're an actor who can disengage
yourself from the role at will. Step outside of it
for a moment to figure out how best to play
this. With a little detachment, you'll notice
something about the plot you didn't before.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

You'll help to assemble a group. Logistics and
practicalities must be handled. Also consider,
though there may be room in the room for all
of the people, is there also room for their
egos?

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

You can call on your talent to win the hour, but
it won't win the day. That can't be won alone.
Teamwork is the way. You'll use your social
intelligence to trust, empathize and make the
fair move.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

Theories can only live in their own fictional
world and are best either contained there or
put into practice. There's a fine line between a
theory that has never been tested and a lie.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

In the past, your sensitivity and empathy were
exploited, but these are still among your most
precious gifts to the world. Don’'t be afraid to
use them, but do use them with a bit more dis-
cernment.

YOUR OPINION MATTERS! SEND YOUR LETTERS TO e Santa Monica Daily Press e Attn.
Editor: e 1640 5th Street, Suite 218 e Santa Monica, CA 90401 e letters@smdp.com

“For us, the issue is not so much the
arrest, but the fact that ICE acted in total dis-
regard for health and the well-being of the
mother,” Garcia told the news station.

The couple was driving to the hospital
Aug. 15 when they stopped at a gas station.
Surveillance footage shows two vehicles
immediately flank the couple’s van. Agents
questioned the couple and asked for identi-
fication, Venegas said Saturday.

Venegas, 32, said she provided hers but
that Arrona had left his at home. The
footage shows the agents handcuffing the
35-year-old Arrona and taking him away,
leaving a sobbing Venegas alone at the gas
station.

Venegas said she drove herself to the hos-
pital for a scheduled cesarean section for the
birth of her fifth child.

“I feel terrible,” Venegas said in a tele-
phone interview over the weekend from the
hospital as her newborn son Damian cried
in the background.

“We need him now more than ever,” she said.

Heathcliff
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Venegas said she and her husband came
to the U.S. 12 years ago from the city of Leon
in Guanajuato state. They do not have legal
authorization to live in the U.S., but all five
of their children are U.S. citizens, she said.

Venegas said her husband is a hard work-
er and the sole provider for the family.

In a statement issued Saturday,
Immigration and Custom Enforcement said
Arrona “was brought to ICE’s attention due
to an outstanding warrant issued for his
arrest in Mexico on homicide charges,”
spokeswoman Lori Haley said.

He remained in custody pending removal
proceedings. Garcia said he is hoping a judge
will grant his client bail.

Garcia planned to file a motion Monday
for an immigration court to set a bail hear-
ing for Arrona and will ask that his removal
proceedings be canceled.

Stevenson reported from Mexico City.
Associated Press writer Amanda Lee Myers in
Los Angeles contributed to this report.
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Trump ready to ease rules on coal-fired power plants

MATTHEW DALY

Associated Press

The Trump administration is set to roll
back the centerpiece of President Barack
Obama’s efforts to slow global warming, the
Clean Power Plan that restricts greenhouse
gas emissions from coal-fired power plants.

A plan to be announced in coming days
would give states broad authority to deter-
mine how to restrict carbon dioxide and
other greenhouse gas emissions that con-
tribute to global warming. The
Environmental Protect Agency announced
late Monday that acting administrator
Andrew Wheeler planned to brief the news
media by telephone Tuesday on greenhouse
guidelines for states to set performance stan-
dards for existing coal-fired power plants.

President Donald Trump is expected to
promote the new plan at an appearance in
West Virginia on Tuesday.

The plan also would let states relax pollu-
tion rules for power plants that need
upgrades, according to a summary of the plan
and several people familiar with the full pro-
posal who spoke to The Associated Press on
condition of anonymity because they weren’t
authorized to discuss the plan publicly.

Combined with a planned rollback of
car-mileage standards, the plan represents a
significant retreat from Obama-era efforts to

fight climate change and would reverse an
Obama-era push to shift away from coal and
toward less-polluting energy sources such as
natural gas, wind and solar power. Trump
has already vowed to pull the U.S. out of the
Paris climate agreement as he pushes to
revive the coal industry.

Trump also has directed Energy Secretary
Rick Perry to take steps to bolster struggling
coal-fired and nuclear power plants to keep
them open, warning that impending retire-
ments of “fuel-secure” power plants that rely
on coal and nuclear power are harming the
nation’s power grid and reducing its
resilience.

The White House had no immediate
comment on the plan, and the EPA didn’t
respond to requests for comment Monday.

A three-page summary being circulated at
the White House focuses on boosting effi-
ciency at coal-fired power plants and allowing
states to reduce “wasteful compliance costs”
while focusing on improved environmental
outcomes. Critics say focusing on improved
efficiency would allow utilities to run older,
dirtier power plants more often, undercutting
potential environmental benefits.

The White House rejects that criticism.

“Carbon dioxide emissions from the
power sector will continue to fall under this
rule, but this will happen legally and with
proper respect for the states, unlike” the
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Clean Power Plan, the summary says. The
AP obtained a copy of the summary, which
asserts that the Obama-era plan exceeds the
EPA’s authority under the Clean Air Act.

Obama’s plan was designed to cut U.S.
carbon dioxide emissions to 32 percent
below 2005 levels by 2030. The rule dictated
specific emission targets for states based on
power-plant emissions and gave officials
broad latitude to decide how to achieve
reductions.

The Supreme Court put the plan on hold
in 2016 following a legal challenge by indus-
try and coal-friendly states, an order that
remains in effect.

Even so, the Obama plan has been a fac-
tor in a wave of retirements of coal-fired
plants, which also are being squeezed by
lower costs for natural gas and renewable
power and state mandates that promote
energy conservation.

Trump has vowed to end what Republicans
call a “war on coal” waged by Obama.

“This is really a plan to prop up coal
plants — or try to,” said David Doniger, a cli-
mate expert at the Natural Resources
Defense Council, an environmental group.

The Trump plan “will make no meaning-
ful reductions” in greenhouse gas emissions
“and it probably will make emissions worse,”
Doniger said.

Gina McCarthy, who served as EPA
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administrator when the Clean Power Plan
was created in 2015, said that based on draft
proposals and news reports, she expects the
plan will not set specific federal targets for
reducing emissions from coal-fired plants.
The plan is expected to address power plants
individually rather than across the electric
grid as the EPA proposed under Obama. The
new plan would give utilities and states more
flexibility in achieving emissions reductions,
but critics say it could harm public health.

“They are continuing to play to their base
and following industry’s lead,” McCarthy
said of the Trump administration and its
new acting administrator, Andrew Wheeler,
a former coal industry lobbyist. “This is all
about coal at all costs.”

Michelle Bloodworth, president of the
American Coalition for Clean Coal
Electricity, a trade group that represents coal
producers, called the new rule a marked
departure from the “gross overreach” of the
Obama administration and said it should
prevent a host of premature coal-plant
retirements.

“We agree with those policymakers who
have become increasingly concerned that
coal retirements are a threat to grid
resilience and national security,” she said.

Associated Press writers Darlene Superville and
Ellen Knickmeyer contributed to this report.
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