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SIGNED, SEALED, DELIVERED: Say goodbye to the Fifth Street post office. It's the latest one to be slated for closure by the U.S. Postal
Service, which is looking to save cash in the face of crippling deficits. Many residents and elected officials are not pleased. 

BY ASHLEY ARCHIBALD 
Daily Press Staff Writer 

AIRPORT COURTHOUSE The arraignment
for a man accused of sexual assaulting and
strangling two women in Santa Monica has
been postponed for over a month, said offi-
cials from the Los Angeles County District
Attorney’s Office.

Edric Dashell Gross, 46, is expected to go
to court on Sept. 25 for his arraignment on
two counts of murder in connection with
the deaths of Jacqueline Lee Ovsak, 42, and
Dana Caper, 41.

Ovsak was discovered by construction
workers in an abandoned building in 2001.
Caper’s body was found on the bluffs near
Palisades Park in 2002.

Gross was arrested Wednesday by investi-
gators from the Santa Monica Police
Department Cold Case Homicide Unit in
Pan Pacific Park in Los Angeles.

In September 2007, investigators
reopened both investigations. Through DNA
processing and new leads, Gross was identi-
fied and linked to the murders, said SMPD
Sgt. Richard Lewis.

ashley@smdp.com 

BY ASHLEY ARCHIBALD 
Special to the Daily Press

FIFTH STREET City and federal officials
have announced their intention to fight
plans by the United States Postal Service to
close the New Deal-era post office on Fifth
Street and relocate operations to a carrier
annex three-quarters of a mile away on
Seventh Street.

The relocation of postal services and sale
of the building, which was announced
Friday, is part of a nationwide response by
the Postal Service to reduce costs, stream-
line operations and increase efficiency in
the face of dramatic reductions in mail vol-
ume and revenue, said Richard Maher, a
spokesman for the Postal Service, which

said earlier this month that it ended its
third fiscal quarter with a net loss of $5.2
billion.

That isn’t good enough for local officials
who feel that the decision was too sudden
and will replace a heavily-used facility
beloved by the public with one that is more
difficult to get to and does not serve local
residents.

For their part, residents registered their
distaste for the idea with over 100 first-class
letters in the two-week, public comment
period that ended Aug. 3.

Mayor Richard Bloom has already asked
staff to begin the appeals process, and
Congressman Henry Waxman (D-Santa
Monica) released a statement in support of
the appeal.

“It is as much a part of the community as
Palisades Park, Santa Monica Pier and City
Hall,” Waxman wrote. “While I understand
USPS is under enormous pressure to cut
costs, closing this iconic building which has
served the residents of Santa Monica since
1938, will do little to improve the Postal
Service’s long-term financial position.”

That could be a difficult pill for the
Postal Service to swallow, particularly com-
ing from a congressman.

Approximately $3.1 billion of the Postal
Service’s third-quarter losses and $20 bil-
lion over the last five years can be chalked
up to a requirement to pre-fund postal
retiree health benefits put in place by

SEE MAIL PAGE 7

BY ASHLEY ARCHIBALD 
Daily Press Staff Writer 

CITY HALL Like your gourmet nosh with a
side of napkins rather than a tablecloth?

The Planning Commission signaled its
intent Wednesday to take up off-street food
truck lots at its Aug. 22 meeting, this time
with the aim to bring the sometimes-contro-
versial lunch and dinner wagons fully into
the city’s regulatory fold.

SEE TRUCKS PAGE 3

Commission moves
to legalize, regulate
food truck lots
Residents cheer trucks
on, businesses cry foul

Accused murderer’s
arraignment postponed

Downtown post office to close
City Hall plans appeal with backing from Rep. Waxman, residents
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Saturday, Aug. 18, 2012

Textiles, anyone?
City Yards

2500 Michigan Ave., 9 a.m. — 2 p.m.
The Resource Recovery & Recycling

Division is hosting a textiles collection
event at the City Yards, helping you to
find a new home for all your unusable
clothing, towels, bedding and so much

more. Residents are encouraged to take
reusable goods to any of the many chari-

ties benefiting the Santa Monica area.
For more information, visit

www.smgov.net.

‘Escape’ from hunger in America
Santa Monica Ford

1230 Santa Monica Blvd., 
1 p.m. — 3 p.m.

Ford Motor Company and Feeding
America, the nation’s largest domestic
hunger-relief organization, have joined
forces this summer for the 2013 Ford
Escape Hunger Drive. For each guest

attending, Ford will provide 40 meals to
Feeding America in hopes of providing

more than 1.2 million meals to the needy
all across America. For more information,

call Naseem Sells at (916) 448-4234.  

Confessions of a field biologist
Main Library’s Martin Luther King Jr.

Auditorium
601 Santa Monica Blvd., 3 p.m.
Field marine biologist and author

Maddalena Bearzi presents a multimedia
program with highlights from her book
“Dolphin Confidential,” recollections of

Bearzi’s experiences at sea, outlining her
growth as a woman and a scientist, from
her earliest efforts to her transformation
into an advocate for conservation and

dolphin protection. A book sale and sign-
ing will follow the author’s presentation.

For more information, call 
(310) 458-8606.

No place like home
Santa Monica Playhouse
1211 Fourth St., 3 p.m.

Free performances of “Dorothy’s
Adventures in Oz” will be presented

Saturday at 3 p.m. and Sunday at 12:30
p.m. Dorothy discovers some valuable
lessons about the importance of truth,
honor and self-esteem, as the audience
follows the escapades of Dorothy and
her companions. For more information,

call (310) 394-9779.

Play in the park
Reed Park, tennis court No. 1

Corner of Seventh Street and Wilshire
Boulevard, 8 p.m.

Shakespeare Santa Monica has worked
with City Hall to produce six performanc-

es of Shakespeare’s “All’s Well that
Ends Well” over the summer.  Follow

Helena, the orphan daughter of a famous
physician, and her attempts at capturing
the love of French nobleman Bertram.
Recurs Sunday and Saturday, Aug. 25.

For more information, call John
Farmanesh-Bocca at (310) 270-3454 

or visit www.jfbnyla.com/
shakespearesantamonica/

Sunday, Aug. 19, 2012

Making strides against breast
cancer

Clover Park
2600 Ocean Park Blvd., 

9 a.m. — 11 a.m.
Be a part of the American Cancer

Society’s Making Strides event to raise
funds and awareness to help save lives
and create a world with less breast can-
cer. This signature walk is not a race, but

rather a celebration of survivorship.
People of all ages are welcome. There is
no registration fee. For more information,

call (562) 437-0791 ext. 225. 

Cycle the town
Bergamot Station

2525 Michigan Ave., Building G-1, 
12 p.m. — 6 p.m.

Enjoy Santa Monica’s sights and sounds
with Cause for Creativity: Tour da Arts.

The Santa Monica Museum of Art’s
fourth annual event reveals the creative

side of bike culture and hosts a ride filled
with dance, music and art. Admission is
free for members and $5 for non-mem-
bers. For more information, call Asuka

Hisa at (310) 586-6488.

Jazz it up
Stewart Street Park

1836 Stewart St., 5 p.m. — 7 p.m.
Bring a picnic, blanket and your family to
enjoy a sampling of music each Sunday
in August during the annual Jazz on the

Lawn series. Enjoy complimentary frozen
treats from Beachy Cream and Alili’s

Fresh Fruit Stand. Admission is free, as
is parking and bike valet. For more infor-
mation, visit www.smgov.net/portals/cul-

ture/events/jazz_on_the_lawn.aspx or
call (310) 458-8350.

Experienced Cosmetic
Dentistry

MODERN, COMFORTABLE AND SPA LIKE ATMOSPHERE
Top of the line technology | Amazing Yelp reviews | Using the best dental labs in the country

Check our monthly promotions on our website   www.SantaMonicaToothDr.com

2222 SANTA MONICA BLVD, SUITE 202, SANTA MONICA, CA 90404

Ali Mogharei DDS
(310) 829-2224

Basic Cleaning, Exam
and full Mouth Xrays 

$65.00
– Modern facilities, gentle dentistry, sedation

Free Cosmetic
Consultation
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As proposed by city officials, the ordinance would allow
food trucks on private property on two of Santa Monica’s
commercial corridors, along Main Street and Santa Monica
Boulevard, and some adjacent parking lots between 8 a.m.
and 11 p.m. no more than three days a week.

The lots would have to provide at least two car parking
spaces and 10 bicycle parking spaces per participating truck,
and make sure that restrooms, trash and seating are available
for hungry patrons.

That would preserve the popular food truck lot hosted
many Tuesdays by the California Heritage Museum on Main
Street as a fundraiser, and a new “Hump Day” lot at 14th
Street and Santa Monica Boulevard that celebrated its sec-
ond week of operation on the eve of the commission’s vote.

Matt Geller, president of the Southern California Mobile
Food Vendor’s Association, applauded the effort, calling
Santa Monica a “model city” for its treatment of food trucks.

“(Principal Planner) Paul Foley was very thoughtful with
how he went about this,” Geller said. Foley has been one of
the city officials most actively involved in developing the
new regulations which, if approved, would take food truck
lots out of the gray area in which they’ve existed since 2010.

Food trucks burst onto the scene in Santa Monica two
years ago at the very site that the Hump Day lot now occu-
pies.

Steve Taub, who owns the physical property, managed to

Visit us online at smdp.com

BY JEFFREY COLLINS & 
TAMARA LUSH
Associated Press

CHARLOTTE, N.C. Democrats and Republicans are using
social media to turn their national conventions away from
the smoke-filled rooms of yore and into meetings where
anyone who wants to get involved is just a click away, no
matter where they are.

Both parties’ ambitious plans reflect the maturation of
social media sites that played a much smaller role in the con-
ventions four years ago. The Republicans call theirs a “con-
vention without walls,” while the Democrats say their gath-
ering will be “the most open and accessible in history.”

Democrats will not just show prime-time speeches live on
the Internet, but will also stream caucus meetings and the
council discussions of the party’s platform and ideals over
the Web. Republicans have hired a full-time blogger and a
full-time digital communications manager to do nothing
but engage people online.

The conventions’ Facebook and Twitter sites are already
stoking interest in the events, with photos of the Republican
stage under construction in Tampa or profiles of Democratic
volunteers and delegates. Users can interact with a mouse
click, such as one who urged friends to help the GOP con-
vention Twitter feed muster more followers than its counter-
part. Both had more than 10,000 followers Friday.

Social media was still in its infancy four years ago. The

number of items posted on Twitter on Election Day 2008 is
equal to about six minutes worth of tweets today, the social
media company recently wrote on its blog.

The dramatic changes in social media have required both
parties to almost start from scratch in developing strategies
for incorporating Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, Instagram
and Flickr into their conventions.

In 2008, Republicans hired a web vendor to handle all
things Internet for their convention. Now, there’s a dedicat-
ed social media team with its own “Social Media War Room”
in the Tampa Convention Center. The party’s biggest push
through the Internet will come through videos on YouTube,
Republican National Convention spokesman James Davis
said.

“Our goal is to leverage these technologies, to reach every
American, whether they are in Toledo, Ohio, the convention
floor in Tampa or a forward operating base in Afghanistan,”
he said.

Democrats will have a similar setup at their convention
Sept. 4-6 in Charlotte. (Republicans meet a week earlier in
Tampa.)

“We’re able to expand it even further and invite the whole
country to participate in a more interactive way then you
might traditionally experience by tuning into a television,”
said Nikki Sutton, director of digital media for the 2012
Democratic Convention.

And those planning protests are using the Internet to get
organized, too. The March on Wall Street South, which plans

to bring thousands to Charlotte to rally against big business
and economic inequality, has a website, Facebook page and
Twitter account.

Organizers hope to use the Web to direct people to sites
in more than a dozen states where they can take buses to
Charlotte to join in the various protests during the week.

Social media is allowing modern-day campaigns and
political parties to get their messages out unfiltered. That’s
especially useful as broadcasters and newspapers have dras-
tically reduced the amount of air time and space they devote
to conventions.

Convention organizers will use social media to emphasize
themes that might get lost in the traditional media’s limited
coverage, said Daniel Kreiss, an assistant professor at the
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill journalism
school who authored a book about the use of new media
from former presidential candidate Howard Dean to
President Barack Obama.

“There’s just not a lot of convention coverage that is
going to be offered by the major networks, and this becomes
a way that individual figures’ speeches get publicity,” Kreiss
said.

Social media is increasingly allowing parties to control
their message — and spreading those key messages through
an online network of “friends” may allow them to create a
sense of credibility, Kreiss said. It will be “viewed as more

TAXES    •    BOOKKEEPING    •    STARTUPS    •    CORPS.    •    LLCS

SMALL BUSINESS

STARTUP?
LET ME HELP YOU SUCCEED

(310) 395-9922
SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA

1000 Wilshiree Blvd.,, Suitee 1800 Santaa Monicaa 90401

SEE LOT PAGE 10

SEE ELECTION PAGE 11

Daniel Archuleta daniela@smdp.com
MUNCHIES: Patricia Acosta receives her order of sliders from the Manja truck's owner Debbie Coglietti Perez at the ‘Hump
Day’ lot at the corner of 14th Street and Santa Monica Boulevard. City officials have a plan to better regulate food trucks. 

FOOD TRUCKS
FROM PAGE 1

2012 conventions embrace social media openness
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Fix the Postal Service 
Editor:

Surprise, surprise, we just got word the United
States Postal Service is going to close the conven-
ient Downtown post office and put the building up
for sale (“Downtown post office to close,” Aug. 17). 

At the hearing a few weeks ago everybody in
the room seemed to know it was already a done
deal, but the dog-and-pony-show happened any-
way because that’s how you play the game.

But the game is really much bigger than just
our local post office, it’s the whole postal system
imposed by Congress. It doesn’t work and it does-
n’t serve America.

I think all we can do now is write [Congressman
Henry] Waxman, [U.S. Sens. Barbara] Boxer and
[Dianne] Feinstein and tell them we will never vote
for them again if they don’t fix the postal system.
Where are our priorities?

I would much rather see a post office in
Downtown Santa Monica than a recreational vehi-
cle on the planet Mars.

Richard Orton
Santa Monica

Enforcement 
Editor:

I had a very frightening experience when I was
coming to a four-way stop along with two other
cars at the intersection of Washington Avenue and
11th Street. 

I couldn’t believe that I saw a woman on a bike
whizzing through the four-way stop looking
straight ahead. The frightening thing was she had
a small child in a seat behind her.

City Hall is currently in a bicycle mania but
does little to enforce the bicycle laws. How long
will it be before we see a death or deaths of such
a brainless, irresponsible cyclist and perhaps of an
innocent child?

Don Wagner
Santa Monica

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Send comments to editor@smdp.com 

THE MERRIAM-WEBSTER DICTIONARY
defines “coincidence” as: 1. The act or condition
of coinciding. 2. The occurrence of events that
happen at the same time by accident but seem
to have some connection.

Notice that the primary definition does not
include the word “accident.”

Einstein attributed such apparent syn-
chronicity to a higher power, saying,
“Coincidence is God’s way of remaining anony-
mous.” In “Othello,” Shakespeare thought these
connections were a simple construction of the
mind, saying, “Trifles light as air are to the jeal-
ous confirmations strong as proofs of holy writ.”

Science fiction writers, who often create
whole new worlds in order to honestly assess the
deficiencies and dangers of the “real” one, devote
a lot of ink to speculating on events that coincide
and whether such connections may have been
intended. In fantasist Emma Bull’s opinion,
“Coincidence is the word we use when we can’t
see the levers and pulleys.”

So far as the California budget is concerned,
I’m leaning toward Bull (no pun intended).

Ray Bradbury, whose death this year
brought renewed attention to his body of work,
wrote as if all coincidence was just a bunch of
facts whose relationships we had yet to discov-
er. In his popular novel, “Fahrenheit 451,”
books have been banned and the only job of
public firemen is to burn as many as possible
(Fahrenheit 451 is the temperature at which
paper burns). He must have been amused,
therefore, at the coincidental (?) choices made
by Amazon in naming their electronic readers
(which threaten to do away with paper books,
retaining the content, but making them ever
more ephemeral). What did Amazon call their
hardware? Kindle. And Fire.

The governor’s proposed May Revision pres-
ents budgetary side by sides that invite specula-
tion about coincidence, at least in the larger pic-
ture. For instance, as in January, the new Child
Maintenance Program, that is, the CalWORKS
child-only payments to families where no adult
satisfies stringent federal work requirements, is
proposed to pay about $375 a month to sustain a
family of three. Coincidentally, the May Revise
also tells us that if we bring home the 9,500
California inmates now serving their terms out-
side California (in privately-run prisons), we can
save $318 million, which tells us that we are
spending eight times more to house one out-of-
state prisoner than to feed a family of three.

Everyone will assure you there is no connec-
tion. But, as Speaker Willy Brown told me in my
first Assembly year, “The budget is the bill that
reveals the state’s real policies and priorities.”

The governor relented on tightening work
requirements for Cal-WORKS recipients, allow-
ing participation requirements to be met
through a combination of state-specific activi-
ties (such as education and training). He also
agreed to apply his new two-year lifetime limit
(it was five years) only prospectively.
CalWORKS still takes a big hit, however, with an
almost $880 million drop generated by other
changes in eligibility.

In addition, In-Home Supportive Services,
which provide assistance to seniors and those
with disabilities, gets an additional 7 percent
across the board haircut, continuing and deep-
ening an existing 3.6 percent reduction that
ended on July 1 of this year.

The biggest change in the May Revise prison
budget was the increased expenditure of $295
million from the General Fund in 2011-12, and
$128 million in 2012-13, to fund court-ordered
inmate medical costs. The Supreme Court found

the overcrowding and medical conditions in
California’s prisons to be “cruel and unusual
punishment,” so the prisons are under the super-
vision of a receiver, who required the increased
expenditures.

The May Revise also rescinds a January pro-
posal to further realign juvenile offenders to the
counties and instead retains the Division of
Juvenile Justice (DJJ) for the housing and treat-
ment of the most serious and violent juvenile
offenders. However, the staff within DJJ head-
quarters and facilities is reduced, the jurisdiction
of the DJJ is reduced from inmates up to 25 years
old to inmates up to 23 years old, and the state will
now charge counties more per juvenile to house
them in state facilities. Total savings: $25 million.

Incidentally, if you wonder what we spend per
prisoner in California, it’s about $49,000 per
inmate, per year, with about half of that attribut-
able to fixed costs (security personnel, parole
operations, facility operations, and administra-
tion), and half to what are usually termed “mar-
ginal costs,” that is the cost of adding one more
prisoner to the population, with fixed costs
already in place. Bringing out-of-state prisoners
home is projected to save money because, while
we have been spending about $33,000 per inmate
out of state, beds are emptying at home because
of realignment. Therefore, the thinking goes, we
save the entire cost of out-state incarceration to
fill beds we’re already paying for at home.

In 1788, in “Federalist No. 78,” Alexander
Hamilton wrote, “Whoever attentively considers
the different departments of power must per-
ceive, that, in a government in which they are
separated from each other, the judiciary, from
the nature of its functions, will always be the
least dangerous to the political rights of the
Constitution; because it will be least in a capaci-
ty to annoy or injure them.”

Indeed, although they have the ultimate
power to declare a legislative or executive act to
be unconstitutional, the courts are unable to
declare war, enact a law or have any say over the
totality of their own budget. Since 2007,
California courts have been cut by over $653
million, $606 million of that in cuts to entry-
level courts, the trial courts. As you no doubt
remember from the fourth grade, the three lev-
els of courts in California are: 1) the trial
courts, who hear everything in the first
instance, except for CEQA claims related to one
football stadium in Los Angeles; 2) the appel-
late courts and 3) the California Supreme
Court.

The May Revise proposes $544 million in
further General Fund reductions to the courts in
2012-13. Of that, $419 million is in one-time
cuts and $125 million in ongoing cuts. This is
accomplished, in part, by offsetting much of the
diminution with accumulated reserves. (And
then there were none). Court construction is
also delayed, with $240 million of construction
funds redirected to support trial court opera-
tions. Civil courtrooms, and a few criminal
courtrooms, continue to be shuttered through-
out the state. In Los Angeles County, for
instance, 56 courtrooms are now dark due to
previous cuts.

As to whether there is any relationship among
these decisions, or, indeed, the education budget
decisions referred to in my last essay … the levers
and pulleys remain invisible.

SSHHEEIILLAA  KKUUEEHHLL  served in the California Legislature
for 14 years, both in the Assembly and State
Senate. She is the founding director of the Public
Policy Institute at Santa Monica College. For more
of her essays, visit http://www.sheilakuehl.org/

Sheila Kuehl Send comments to editor@smdp.com
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Malibu Golf Club is a privately owned 

golf course which extends open play to the public. 

Situated high above Malibu in the picturesque 

Santa Monica Mountains, with various sloping 

topography, this course is one of the 

most beautiful in Los Angeles.

$55
($20 discount from reg. rates) 
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“DEFINITELY BAN THIS SO-CALLED
laboratory. It’s just a foot in the door to the
next step — marijuana-for-sale shops. Who
do they think they are kidding? There is a big
illegal drug culture in Santa Monica already,
which no one seems to be able to control.
Why should we put the stamp of approval
on a so-called testing laboratory, which
everyone with half a brain knows that they
are all fronts for the flourishing drug trade
and to cement this horror even further in
our society. Wakey, wakey citizens.”

“THE LAST TIME I CHECKED THE
Constitution it says that we are free and I
think it’s awful City Hall is trying to poke
their noses where their noses ain’t supposed
to be. Let the medical marijuana business set
up in San Malicious.”

“I DO THINK THE MARIJUANA LABORATORY
should be allowed to be in Santa Monica.
Make certain to have it in a location that is
definitely controlled and heavily monitored
so they are aware of who goes in and out and
it isn’t open 24 hours a day.”

“I THINK THEY SHOULD NOT BAN THE
marijuana laboratory testing place. They’re
not selling pot, they’re just providing a serv-
ice to ensure quality control. City Hall
should just lighten up and allow this busi-
ness. What’s the big deal? Isn’t there more
important business elsewhere?”

“SANTA MONICA CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS
have their priorities all messed up. Why are
they focusing on this testing laboratory?
They should spend time improving the traf-
fic flow in Santa Monica, and I don’t mean
putting in more medians.”

“LEGALIZE IT, DON’T CRITICIZE IT. IN
1937, DuPont and the Melons were push-
ing their new artificial clothing. Cotton
and hemp cloth were the main competi-
tion. The price of hemp had dropped and
out of fear of cheap hemp they conspired
to outlaw hemp by calling it by its Mexican
nickname — marijuana or Mary Jane.
Through deceit and lies it was made illegal.
The three crops that built America were
cotton, tobacco and hemp. Hemp was
grown and probably consumed by both
Washington and Jefferson. It was used for
food, clothing, shoes, paper, fuel, canvas,
bags, rope, sails and was used in many
medical concoctions for both man and ani-
mals. We need to legalize it once again in
the next election. It can help with our
budget woes by adding taxes. It helps heal
and help pain. These unconstitutional laws
about what we can eat and consume have
caused great harm to tens of thousands of
people who just want to take a simple plant
that God has given us. Billions of dollars
have been wasted by arresting and jailing
people for something that should never
have been made illegal. Our state pot laws
have been confusing and ridiculous as we
see in our own crazy town. Let the poor
guy test pot. Whatever happened to free-
dom in America? Vote to make pot legal.”

“I READ YOUR ARTICLE, “OWNER OF POT
lab goes on offensive,” dated Aug. 8. Santa
Monica’s refusal to grant a business license
for a medical marijuana testing laboratory
does not make sense. The city acknowledges
that some of their residents are medical mar-
ijuana users by shelving an ordinance that
would have banned smoking in apartment
complexes. So why not protect the health
and safety of Santa Monicans by testing their
medication? City Hall should ease up and
allow a medical marijuana testing laboratory
to set up shop in Santa Monica. To quote the
article, ‘… is a laboratory that takes samples
of marijuana from dispensaries and individ-
uals to test for desired traits to treat patients’
symptoms as well as unwanted extras like
mold, pesticides and other chemicals… . By
the end of the testing process, the marijuana
sample used for the analysis is completely
destroyed, and the patient or dispensary has
detailed information about what is in their
medicine.’ This sounds like a win-win situa-
tion for Santa Monicans who require the use
of medical marijuana. City Hall allows for
the sale of narcotic prescription painkillers.
But City Hall is aware of the deadly side
effects that these medications will cause
their residents. How many Santa Monicans
are in rehab or dead due to medical marijua-
na overdose? None. So why not be proac-
tive? Help protect and support Santa
Monicans by allowing some measure of
quality control vis-à-vis a marijuana testing
lab. It does not make sense.”

“WE OPPOSE MAKING THE ILLEGAL
marijuana so available to our children. Our
teens will be drunk, stoned and be driving
killing themselves and other people. If par-
ents don’t care, City Hall has to intervene
and stop this corruption. No sale. No thank
you.”

“ON OCT. 16, 2011, THE CALIFORNIA
Medical Association (CMA) promulgated its
official position on medical marijuana. The
CMA’s position is that marijuana should be
rescheduled (off Schedule I) and regulated
to foster scientific research and better med-
ical application. Golden State Collective
brings the greatest level of science and tech-
nology to the study and testing of medical
marijuana. This is an ideal opportunity for
Santa Monica to demonstrate leadership.
The business should be permitted.”

WEED WACKER
City officials have so far refused to grant a business license to the owner of a labora-
tory that tests medical marijuana samples for potency and the presence of pesticides
and mold. 

This past week, Q-line asked:
Is banning a marijuana laboratory where no pot is sold a solid plan, or should City Hall
ease up and allow the business? 

Here are your responses:
P R O U D LY  B R O U G H T  T O  Y O U  B Y
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BY JUDY LIN
Associated Press

SACRAMENTO, Calif. Gov. Jerry Brown’s
finance department said 27 local govern-
ments have failed to pay or have underpaid
the state after the governor tried to sweep up
billions of dollars from community redevel-
opment agencies that were eliminated this
year.

Yet cities such as San Jose, Stockton and
Brea are disputing the bill from the adminis-
tration, saying it is using unreasonable
accounting methods. Officials there said
forcing payments to the state could trigger
bond defaults.

“All we’re asking is simple: Let us pay our
bond debt,” said Eric Nicoll, community
development director for the Orange
County city of Brea, which has paid
$831,000 of the state’s $15.5 million tab.

Brown planned on receiving $3.1 billion
from the elimination of about 400 commu-
nity redevelopment agencies to help bridge
California’s budget deficit. Under the
change, more property tax revenue that once
went to economic development efforts
would be going to local school districts — a
move that helps offset state funding for
schools.

The Santa Monica City Council on
Tuesday voted to put the brakes on $149 mil-
lion worth of construction projects that
would have been funded with redevelop-
ment money, including a $55 million over-
haul of facilities at Santa Monica High
School and renovations to the landmarked
Santa Monica Civic Auditorium.

At the same time, the City Council chose
to press on with $115 million worth of proj-
ects, despite the fact that they might not be
safe from the state’s clutching hands.

“Redevelopment is clearly one of the
largest financial risks in this year’s state
budget plan,” said Jason Sisney of the non-
partisan Legislative Analyst’s Office. “If rede-
velopment dollars do not reduce general
fund spending — as assumed in the budget
plan — the task of balancing the state budg-
et in 2013 could be that much harder.”

For the first half of 2012, the state has set
a goal of receiving $685 million in property
tax revenue that is not needed to pay the
debt of redevelopment agencies, which were
created initially as a municipal financing

tool to promote development in blighted
areas.

While most cities and counties have made
their redevelopment payments to the state,
the Department of Finance reported that 27
have not paid or underpaid the state.

According to figures provided by the
Department of Finance, the state is seeking a
total of $129 million from those agencies. So
far, only some have paid part of the bill,
returning just $6.7 million.

Richard Keit, spokesman for San Jose,
said early reports to the state suggested the
city’s redevelopment agency had $39 million
extra. But in fact, he said, the money was
obligated to pay off bond debt.

“It’s already gone,” Keit said. “The state
Department of Finance knows we don’t have
the $39 million — that we weren’t hiding it.
It was all committed and now expended.”

Stockton spokeswoman Connie Cochran
said the city has not paid its $2.5 million bill,
“because we disagree with the calculation.”
Stockton filed for bankruptcy protection
earlier this year.

Lawmakers gave state finance officials the
power to take some tax money from cities,
but officials say they are trying to work out
the differences first. State Finance Director
Ana Matosantos sent a letter last month to
the 27 local governments, saying the state
would not withhold sales tax revenue or seek
a penalty until September.

“We hope that we’ll be able to resolve any
differences between these successor agencies
in an amicable manner,” finance department
spokesman H.D. Palmer said. “That said,
those tools were put into place to ensure that
schools and cities and counties get the prop-
erty tax that they are owed for that period.”

Nicoll said Brea cannot give what it never
had. The city is now suing the state to force
an accounting fix.

The city claims the state should allow
cash flow to be calculated on an annual
basis, not just in a six-month period, as the
state wants, so local governments can accu-
rately show existing obligations.

“The glitch is that we receive the majori-
ty of our tax increment the first six months;
our major bond payments are due in the sec-
ond six months,” Nicoll said.

Daily Press Editor-in-Chief KKEEVVIINN  HHEERRRREERRAA

contributed to this report.

BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

LOS ANGELES A medical marijuana trade
group is suing Los Angeles to stop the city
from implementing a ban on prescription
pot dispensaries.

The Los Angeles Times reports the suit
filed by Patient Care Alliance alleges the ban
violates the constitutional right of freedom
of assembly.

The ordinance passed last month by the

City Council says medical marijuana may
only be grown and shared by groups of three
people or less, and outlaws the sale of the
drug in stores.

The city is notifying dispensary owners
that they must shut down by Sept. 6, when
the ban goes into effect. Those who don’t
comply could face fines or jail time.

Special Assistant City Attorney Jane
Usher told the newspaper the city had not
yet seen the lawsuit and had no comment.

Trade group sues LA to halt
ban on weed dispensaries

Cities dispute redevelopment
money sought by governor

office (310) 458-7737

Email QLINE@SMDP.COM. WE’LL PRINT THE ANSWERS.
Sound off every week on our Q-Line™. See page 5 for more info.



Congress.
It’s the only company in the country

required to do so.
Those expenses, along with the continued

decline of first class mail, more than offset
the 9 percent growth in revenue from ship-
ping services and package delivery in the
most recent quarter, Maher said.

Although the Postal Service has come out
with a business plan to help close the vast
deficit on its books, which includes transi-
tioning to a five-day mail delivery schedule
and a refund of $11 billion of pension plan
overfunding, Congress must approve any
plan. Until then, one of the few ways the
business can raise capital is by selling real
estate, which is why it is in such a hurry to
offload the property in Downtown Santa
Monica.

The public’s reliance on the Fifth Street
facility isn’t enough to sway the postal deci-
sion-makers from the dollar signs.

Although the Downtown location is both
popular and profitable, the move will shave
over $336,179 per year off the cost of opera-
tions in Santa Monica for a total topping $3
million over the course of a decade after an ini-
tial $400,000 cost to make the Seventh Street
annex customer-ready, said Diana Alvarado, a
spokeswoman for the Postal Service.

In a community meeting held July 19,
residents told postal officials that they would
feel unsafe walking to the new location,
which is sandwiched in a little-traveled area
between Interstate 10 and the OPCC Access
Center.

They threatened that many would stop
going to the facility altogether and find other
means by which to send their mail and pack-
ages.

It’s unlikely that would make much of a
dent in the Postal Service’s already weak
financial armor.

Over 40 percent of the Postal Service’s
revenue comes from online purchases or
stamps and other products sold in local gro-

cery stores, meaning that many of the over-
the-counter sales which take place at a post
office can and do occur at other places,
Maher said.

Those that threaten to take their parcel-
shipping business to FedEx? Just try.

Unlike the semi-private Postal Service,
FedEx does not go to every address in the
United States. The Postal Service carries
roughly 30 percent of FedEx packages to
their final destination, Maher said.

In fact, the big-ticket customers like bulk
mailers will find the Seventh Street annex
easier to use because it comes equipped with
a larger loading dock.

The Postal Service has not yet decided
when it will shut down operations at the
facility on 1248 Fifth St., and it will wait to
put the property on the market until a 15-
day window for appeal closes. After that, real
estate company CBRE will take charge of the
sale.

Any buyer will have to respect covenants
to protect the historic nature of the building,
Maher said.

“They will not be able to remodel exteri-
or or tear it down and build something else.
Those covenants will be attached to the
property and will be conveyed to any buyer,”
Maher said.

The Landmarks Commission has already
made a move to put the post office on an
upcoming agenda. The local commission
cannot landmark the building until it leaves
the Postal Service’s control.

The post office was built as part of the
New Deal, a series of economic programs
enacted during the 1930s in response to the
Great Depression.

Those who are opposed to the closure
should send comments to:

Vice President, Facilities
Pacific Facilities Service Office
1300 Evans Ave. Ste. 200
San Francisco CA 94188-0200

ashley@smdp.com

Editor-in-Chief KKEEVVIINN  HHEERRRREERRAA con-
tributed to this report. 
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TO GET HYPED UP FOR RUNNING OR
working out at the gym, I require two things:
an adequately fueled body and some heart
pounding music. So when I created a recipe
that actually fulfilled both of these needs,
sort of, I got so excited! 

I hadn’t even heard of the Black Eyed Peas
until 2004, when a friend of mine, upon
hearing about my move to California, said,
“You should look up my friend Fergie when
you get there. She’s in this group called The
Black Eyed Peas.”

Sometime later I stumbled upon their
music and fell in love with the song, “Let’s
Get It Started.” It’s an awesome running
song, especially when you want to quicken
your pace. I run almost daily on the Santa

Monica beach path and I’ve heard that
Fergie does too. Maybe one day I will get to
meet her and tell her about our mutual
friend from back east.

Another of my favorite all-time workout
songs is “Freak On A Leash” by Korn. I love
to run or jump rope really fast to that song.
The thought of it makes me want to get out-
side and just take off running!

While talking to someone about a black-
eyed pea salad I said, “I haven’t made black-
eyed peas since I was in culinary school.”
This person was saying that some people
add corn to the salad and I chimed in,
“Well, that’s a great idea because corn is a

Food
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Black-eyed peas & corn salad

Served with broiled chicken and brown rice on a bed of
fresh herbs.
1 medium red pepper, finely chopped
1 small green pepper, finely chopped
1/2 cup thinly sliced red onion, about 1-inch long
1 jalapeno, minced (seeds and ribs removed)
1 can Eden organics black-eyed peas
1 1/2 cups frozen yellow corn, cooked & cooled
1/2 cup chopped parsley
1/4 cup brown rice vinegar
1 tbs. extra virgin olive oil
1 tsp. honey
1/4 tsp. ground black pepper
1/8 tsp. sea salt

Heat corn on the stove in a small sauce pot, about 5
minutes until thawed. Place cooked corn in the refriger-
ator while you prepare the rest of the ingredients. In a
large mixing bowl, combine the brown rice vinegar, olive
oil, honey, black pepper and sea salt. Whisk ingredients
together with a fork. Chop the peppers and onions and
add to the mixing bowl. Drain the can of black-eyed
peas and add to the bowl. Add the corn and the parsley
and toss to combine all ingredients. 

To make quick broiled-chicken:
4-ounce boneless, skinless, chicken breast
1 tbs. lemon juice
Dash sea salt and pepper

Preheat oven on broil or high heat, at least 450 degrees.
Place a cast iron or stainless steel skillet about 6 inches
from the top oven coil and allow it to heat for about 10
minutes. If the handle is not oven safe, wrap it thorough-
ly in aluminum foil before placing in the oven. 
While the pan is heating, rinse the chicken, pat it dry and
either pound the chicken to about a half-inch thickness,
or cut the breast down the middle. Season with lemon
juice, salt and pepper.  
Place the chicken breast on the skillet and cook about
10 minutes, or until the juices run clear when pierced at
the thickest part. The internal temperature should be
165 degrees. If you use chicken with the skin on, place
the breast on the skillet skin side up. When the chicken
is done, cut into thin strips to add to your salad. 
To a salad bowl, add 1 cup chopped herbs or finely-
chopped salad greens. Top with one cup of the black-
eyed peas and corn salad plus 1/2 cup leftover brown
rice, quinoa, or other cooked grain. (This should be a

staple in your fridge. But if you omit, you can add an
extra half cup of the black-eyed pea salad instead). Top
with the chopped chicken, toss everything to combine
flavors and enjoy. 

Cost per serving: $2.88
Nutrients per serving (1 cup black-eyed pea and corn
salad, 1/2 cup brown rice and 4 oz broiled chicken, plus
1 cup fresh herbs/ 451g): Calories: 456, Fat: 8g, Carbs:
53g, Protein: 43g, Fiber: 10g, Sugar: 6g, Sodium 178mg

% Daily Value (DV): 
Vitamin A: 50%, Thiamin-B1: 25%, Riboflavin-B2: 19%,
Niacin-B3: 109%, Vitamin B6: 43%, Vitamin B12: 4%,
Vitamin C: 219%, Vitamin D: 3%, Vitamin E: 15%,
Folate: 56%, Pantothenic Acid: 18%, Calcium: 11%,
Copper: 23%, Iron: 33%, Magnesium: 35%,
Manganese: 73%, Phosphorus: 44%, Potassium: 27%,
Selenium: 53%, Zinc: 21%

Elizabeth Brown Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Kitchen Vixen

Photo by Elizabeth Brown 
JUST CAN’T GET ENOUGH: A meal that would make Fergie proud; a black-eyed peas with
corn, seasoned chicken and fresh herbs to help refuel and repair after a workout. 

Black-eyed peas unleashed

SEE PEAS PAGE 9



grain and it complements the protein in the
black-eyed peas.” Each is deficient in an
essential amino acid, making them incom-
plete proteins, but when you combine them
they make a complete protein. However,
even adding corn doesn’t necessarily give
you enough protein to help you adequately
rebuild muscle after exercise.

I was just reading a study about the ben-
efits of adequate animal protein in relation
to what the researchers termed “appendicu-
lar skeletal muscle mass,” which refers to the
muscle mass on our arms and legs. As we get
older, these muscles easily diminish unless
we perform strengthening exercises and eat
adequate animal protein. It’s actually quite
difficult to get ample, whole-food protein
sources on a vegetarian diet.

The study looked at diet and exercise data
collected from 2,425 individuals who were
50 years old or older. They found that ade-
quate, high-quality protein made a differ-
ence in muscle preservation in exercising
and non-exercising individuals, but of
course, those who exercised had the highest
percentage of muscle mass on their extremi-
ties compared to those who were sedentary.
However, obese subjects who exercised and

ate less than 70g of protein per day, had less
muscle mass than their sedentary counter-
parts who also ate less than 70g of protein
per day. This means that exercising and not
replenishing protein stores will cause your
body to essentially feed off itself.

Your body uses protein for more than just
building muscles. In fact, building muscle
mass is not a priority. Your body’s priority is
maintaining your immune system and mak-
ing enzymes and hormones. So if you break-
down body protein during exercise and use
it for fuel, your body isn’t worried about
replenishing those muscle protein stores.
Your body wants to survive, and having a
bunch of bulky muscles is not survival.
However, if you don’t make an effort to eat
adequate protein, then you will see the
effects as you age and your body begins to
fall apart. So do yourself a favor and enjoy
each meal with a bunch of vegetables, a little
whole grain or starchy vegetables, and a 3-to
4-ounce portion of protein-rich foods about
the size of the palm of your hand.

Here is a wonderful recipe to get you
started on the right path to optimal recovery
and longevity.

EELLIIZZAABBEETTHH  BBRROOWWNN,, M.S., R.D., aka The Kitchen
Vixen, is out to save the world, one recipe at a
time. Please visit her web site for more life-sav-
ing recipes: www.TheKitchenVixen.com
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BY ELIZABETH KARMEL
For The Associated Press

Light, chilled and refreshing with a tooth-
some texture, ceviche is summer in a bowl.
Add tortilla chips and it becomes a cross
between a meal and a snack.

Most people I know eat ceviche at restau-
rants or on tropical vacations. But it is one of
those dishes that, like sushi, folks shy away
from making at home. I think that is because
it generally is made with raw seafood, which
necessitates having really, really fresh fish.

Fear the raw no more! With my cooked
version of ceviche — using shellfish you buy
already cooked — you can make ceviche
anywhere, anytime. Feeling more adventur-
ous? You also could add or substitute baby
squid, scallops, rock shrimp, or even lobster.

While the shellfish marinates, I mince
fresh habanero and serrano chilies to add the
traditional “bite” to the dish. I also chop ripe
red grape tomatoes and creamy avocado. I
also like adding chunks of mango or even

fresh passion fruit to add a sweet-tart fruiti-
ness to the tangy tomatillo-lime mixture.
These ingredients are best tossed into the
seafood just before serving.

If you are planning to save some leftovers
for the next day, reserve the seafood and add
the flavoring ingredients just before serving
the second time. The tomatoes, avocados
and any fruit will get mushy otherwise.

When you serve this dish, make the presen-
tation count! I like to serve it in stem-less mar-
tini glasses or a footed glass bowl. If you use a
bowl, make sure that it is short or you risk hav-
ing your ceviche tip over. Add a few tortilla
chips around the foot of the bowl and place a
wedge of lime on the rim, like a cocktail.
Sprinkle the ceviche with a pinch of fleur de sel
and dig in. You’ll feel like you are on vacation!

While you can use frozen cooked shrimp
for this recipe, freshly steamed are best. The
easy way to do this is to buy the shrimp raw,
then ask the staff at the grocer’s seafood
counter to steam them for you. Most grocers
offer this service for free.

Summer ceviche with shrimp and crab
start to finish: 45 minutes
Servings: 6

1/2 cup lime juice
3 to 4 large fresh tomatillos, husks removed, washed

1 loosely packed cup fresh cilantro leaves
1/2 teaspoon kosher salt, plus more to taste
1 1/2 pounds cooked large shrimp, shells and tails
removed
1/2 pound of lump crabmeat, picked over for any
shells
1 to 2 teaspoons minced serrano pepper
1 to 2 teaspoons minced habanero pepper
1 cup grape tomatoes, quartered
1 large avocado, peeled, pitted and diced
Fleur de sel
Lime wedges, to serve
Tortilla chips, to serve

In a blender, combine the lime juice, tomatillos,
cilantro and kosher salt. Puree until smooth,
then set aside.
Cut each shrimp into three large chunks. Place
the shrimp in a large bowl, then pour the lime
juice mixture over them. Mix well, then stir in
the crab. Cover and refrigerate for 30 minutes,
mixing every 10 minutes to ensure the flavors
are well distributed.
Just before serving, mix in both chili peppers,
the tomatoes and avocado. Serve in individual
bowls garnished with lime wedges. Sprinkle the
top with a pinch of fleur de sel and serve with
tortilla chips on the side.
Nutrition information per serving (not including
tortilla chips) (values are rounded to the near-
est whole number): 230 calories; 70 calories
from fat (30 percent of total calories); 8 g fat (1
g saturated; 0 g trans fats); 210 mg cholesterol;
8 g carbohydrate; 32 g protein; 3 g fiber; 440
mg sodium.

Don’t do raw seafood?
You can still enjoy ceviche

PEAS
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operate a bevy of food trucks there for a single day before
city officials moved in to shut it down, citing a lack of per-
mits.

A quirk of state law means that food trucks that stay on
the street don’t need special permits to operate, just a license
to run a business in Santa Monica and a decent understand-
ing of local parking rules.

That’s because the trucks are considered vehicles, and
City Hall can’t tell them where they can and cannot park
unless they constitute a threat to public safety.

Take them onto private property, however, and local
codes reign once again. City officials had to step in to create
a framework that would deal with the lots appropriately.

The Tuesday and Wednesday events have operated under
temporary use permits, a regulatory run-around allowed by
City Hall while officials crafted the more permanent policy,
which will debut at the Planning Commission next week.

The California Heritage Museum mobilized residents to
reach out to the Planning Commission in support of the food
truck night, which Geller estimates has raised nearly $102,000
for the museum since it began the fundraising event nearly
two years ago.

Though most of the outreach to the commission was in
support of the regulation, several brick-and-mortar estab-
lishments on Main Street called on commissioners to take
another look.

Some businesses on Main Street believe their Tuesday
night traffic has taken a hit since the food truck lot took up
residence at the museum. That particularly irks them
because, unlike brick-and-mortar businesses, food trucks
don’t have to pay some fees and property taxes that cut into
a restaurant’s bottom line.

Manhar Patel, who has operated Dhaba Cuisine of India
since 1972, urged commissioners to consider the dark side of
food trucks, like their propensity to absorb parking, burn
fossil fuels and avoid merchant fees and taxes.

“Please take all of this into consideration before you pro-
mote another fad of fast food that is mostly unhealthy food
only now considered cheap and cool,” Patel wrote.

Those kinds of protests are about “thumb in the eye”
impacts rather than any substantive hurt that the trucks are
doing to regular businesses, Geller said.

“There are always going to be naysayers. They just don’t
want it or just don’t like it. But I think Santa Monica is good
about listening to their constituents,” he said.

Planning Commissioner Ted Winterer, at least, isn’t sold
one way or another.

“It’s a tricky issue,” Winterer said. Food trucks are fun,
and they enliven Main Street, but beyond the concerns of
some merchants, there are other policy issues to consider.

The new proposal would make authorizing a food truck
lot an administrative act through a performance standards
permit. The designation travels with the property, however,
which concerns Winterer.

“We have to really think about all of the possibilities,” he
said.

This isn’t City Hall’s first attempt to regulate food trucks,
just the first time it’s tackled the off-street gatherings.

In November 2011, the City Council voted to restrict
food trucks parked outside popular bars on a section of
Main Street after police played a video that showed crowds
of people lining up to eat at the mobile establishments after
last call.

Patrons blocked sideways and jaywalked across the street
in an attempt to satisfy their early morning munchies. As a
result, food trucks were banned between the hours of 1 a.m.
and 3 a.m. on Main Street between Ocean Park Boulevard
and Marine Street.

According to an information item released Thursday, city
officials want to extend that restriction a bit further to the
southern city limit.

ashley@smdp.com
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CITY OF SANTA MONICA
NOTICE INVITING BIDS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City of Santa Monica invites sealed bids for: 

BID #4029: PROVIDE AND DELIVER TREATED LUMBER FOR DECKING, PILE CAPS,
AND STRINGER, AS REQUIRED BY THE PIER MAINTENANCE DIVISION.

The bid packet can be downloaded at:
http://vendors.planetbids.com/SantaMonica/QuickSearch.cfm
Submission Deadline Is September 4, 2012 at 3:00 PM Pacific Time.

Request for bid forms and specifications may be obtained from the City of Santa Monica,
1717 4th St., Suite 250, Santa Monica, California, or by e-mailing your request to
Regina.Benavides@smgov.net.  Bids must be submitted on forms furnished by the City of
Santa Monica.

Vendors interested in doing business with the City of Santa Monica are encouraged to reg-
ister online at  http://www.smgov.net/finance/purchasing/

NOTICE INVITING APPLICATIONS
CITY OF SANTA MONICA

Commission for the Senior Community
One seat available for a term ending June 30, 2014.

Applicants must be registered to vote in the City of Santa Monica.

Disabilities Commission
One seat available for a term ending June 30, 2015.

Applicants must reside in Santa Monica and be a self-identified person with a disability.
_______________________________________________________________________

Applications due by noon, Tuesday, September 25, 2012.
Appointments to be made by City Council, Tuesday, October 2, 2012.

No City employee may serve as a member of any Board or Commission listed above.

The State Political Reform Act requires certain officeholders to disclose their interest and

income which may be materially affected by their official action.  The applicant appoint-

ed to serve in this position will be required to file a Statement of Economic Interest (Form

700) with the City Clerk’s office upon assuming office, and annually thereafter.

Applications and information on Board/Commission duties & disclosure requirements are

available from the City Clerk’s Office, City Hall, 1685 Main St., Rm. 102 (submit appli-

cations at this same location), by phone at (310) 458-8211 or on-line at

http://www.smgov.net/departments/clerk/boards/.  All current applications on file will be

considered.

Disability related assistance and alternate formats of this document are available upon

request by calling (310) 458-8211.

LOT
FROM PAGE 3



credible and more authentic” than less-per-
sonal media coverage.

The candidates’ overall campaigns are
also ratcheting up efforts to reach voters
online. A report released Wednesday by the
Pew Research Center found that President
Barack Obama’s campaign was more active
than Republican Mitt Romney’s on the digi-
tal front.

The group’s Project for Excellent in
Journalism analyzed both campaigns’ efforts
between June 4-17 and found Obama’s team
posted almost four times as much content
during the period and maintained an active
presence on almost twice as many platforms.
But Romney’s campaign said his Facebook
page has more people who share or com-
ment on his posts.

Of course, the only metric that matters
will be votes in November, and both cam-
paigns and their parties think social media
will be critical to get their voters excited
enough to go to the polls.

Democrats have already released a smart-
phone app that provides one place for
videos, blog posts and photos. The app also
includes an interactive map to help visitors
to Charlotte find convention locations or
restaurants.

Their convention Facebook site has been
running posts spotlighting different dele-
gates and volunteers from across the country
for months. Its Flickr page included more
than 150 photos from people who printed
out a special “I’m There” logo and had their
pictures made with it, promising to either be
in Charlotte or to follow the convention
online. One person holding up his sign on
the site is Vice President Joe Biden.

On the GOP convention’s Facebook page,

a posting showed a picture of lighting rigs
inside the Tampa Bay Times Forum and
said: “The lights are on and we only have 17
more days to go! Are you ready to nominate
the next President of the United States?? The
entry had more than 360 “likes” and 400
comments on Wednesday afternoon.

The Democrats used Twitter to invite
more than a dozen followers on a tour in
July. They got to see Time-Warner Arena,
where most of the convention is taking place
the first week in September, and the city’s
football stadium, where Obama will give his
acceptance speech.

For Rashon Carraway, the tour was a
dream come true. He sells men’s clothes
online, but the political science major in col-
lege hasn’t forgotten his first love.

“This was a great opportunity for me to
get an up close and personal look at some-
thing I am passionate about, and I have
always wanted to do,” said Carraway.

He plans to attend as many convention
events as he can — using his cellphone to
make online posts.

And it’s just not the parties and protesters
who have an interactive strategy.

Donna Chen, the director of marketing
and communications for the Tampa
Downtown Partnership said more than 15
tourism and convention groups are setting
up their own “Social Media Command
Center” for the convention.

Tampa Bay and Co., the area’s tourism
and marketing agency, is coordinating the
effort. They’ll use the hashtag “TampaBay”
to curate the posts.

Chen said about 50 local experts will
monitor and interact with people online.
They will staff the center and answer ques-
tions about the area from people in town for
the convention — for instance, “where’s a
good Italian restaurant?” or “What’s the clos-
est beach to downtown Tampa?”
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ALI WAS DIAGNOSED WITH STAGE 4 COLON CANCER AND AT THIS TIME IS UNDERGOING EXTREME CHEMO THERAPY.

We hope everyone can come and show their support for Ali, as we all know the British & American 
communities always come together when one of our own is in need and during desperate times.

If you are unable to attend, and would like to donate or purchase raffle tickets, please email:

wickedali7@gmail.com

IS HOSTING A BENEFIT FOR ALISON aka ALI from London

SATURDAY, AUGUST 18th, 2012  from 5 pm - until 1 am
at THE COCK’N BULL 2947 LINCOLN BLVD., SANTA MONICA, CA 90405  |  (310) 399-9696

CITY OF SANTA MONICA
NOTICE INVITING BIDS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City of Santa Monica invites sealed bids for: 

BID #4030 PROVIDE CAMERAS AS REQUIRED BY CITY TV.
BID #4031 FURNISH SHOP TRUCK AS REQUIRED BY THE BIG BLUE BUS.

The bid packet can be downloaded at:

http://vendors.planetbids.com/SantaMonica/QuickSearch.cfm
Submission Deadline Is August 29, 2012 at 3:00 PM Pacific Time.

BID #4022 PROVIDE BUS TIRES AND RELATED SERVICES AS REQUIRED BY THE BIG BLUE BUS
Submission Deadline Is September 10, 2012 at 3:00 PM Pacific Time.

Request for bid forms and specifications may be obtained from the City of Santa Monica,

1717 4th St., Suite 250, Santa Monica, California, or by e-mailing your request to

Kellee.macdonald@smgov.net.  Bids must be submitted on forms furnished by the City of

Santa Monica.

Vendors interested in doing business with the City of Santa Monica are encouraged to reg-

ister online at   http://www.smgov.net/finance/purchasing/

ELECTION
FROM PAGE 3

LUNCH 
SPECIALS

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL 
11:30a to 12:30p – Free Soft Drink

310.478.8991
11670 W Gateway Blvd. | Los Angeles CA 90064

www.oopssushi.com

Chicken Teriyaki & Vegetable Tempura
Served with miso soup, rice and small salad. $6.75

Vegetable Yaki-Udon
(Stir fried Udon Noodle with vegetable)

Serve with Miso Soup $6.75

Sushi & Salmon Oyako Don
(Sushi: Tuna, White Fish, Shrimp and Egg, California Roll 3pcs.)

Served with miso  soup, rice and small salad. $8.95

Free Regular Sushi
Roll or Hand Roll 

With Any Purchase
Original Coupon must be presented 

at the time of purchase
Expiration 8/31/12
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SURF CONDITIONS WATER TEMP: 70.3°
SWELL FORECAST
Chest+ surf at south facing breaks, waist max at direct west facing breaks.  

LONG RANGE SYNOPSIS
AROUND CHEST MAX AT SOUTH FACING BREAKS AND KNEE TO WAIST AT WEST FACING BREAKS.  

TIDE FORECAST FOR TODAY IN SANTA MONICA

In these tough economic times many people are
finding themselves out of work, sometimes for

the first time in their lives. More than three mil-
lion Americans are fired each year. After the initial
shock of being fired has worn off, the practicali-
ties of having to navigate the unemployment
insurance system come 
into sharp focus.

Generally, you are entitled to unemployment
benefits if you are unemployed through no fault of
your own, for example, if you were laid off, fired
for a reason other than misconduct, or quit your
job for good reason. Once the Employment
Development Department (EDD) has received
your application for benefits, it usually conducts a
telephone interview with you, and also with your
employer, to find out why you were fired.

Unfortunately, some unscrupulous employers
challenge their former employee’s application for
benefits even when that employee was fired
through no fault of his or her own. In this case,
the employer usually claims that the employee
was fired for misconduct.

If your application for benefits is denied, you
have 20 days to file an appeal. If you believe that
your benefits were unfairly denied, it is very
important that you file a timely appeal. You will
receive a hearing date about 4-6 weeks later.
Sometimes, the employer does not even bother to
show up to the appeal hearing; they were count-
ing on the fact that you wouldn’t fight the denial
of your benefits.

The hearing is your chance to explain your
side of the story to an Administrative Law Judge.
It is natural to feel nervous before the hearing, but
you will feel better if you are properly prepared to
present your case. You should ask to review the
EDD’s file on your case, which will include the
interview notes with your employer. This means
you will get a chance to see what your employ-
er said about why you were fired. You can
also send a written request to your
employer asking to inspect your per-
sonnel file pursuant to Labor Code
Section 1198.5. You can ask witness-
es who can corroborate your ver-
sion of events to come with you to
the hearing. If they can’t come, you
can ask them to give you a written
statement to take along with you. You

can also ask the EDD to subpoena witnesses for
you. Finally, you should familiarize yourself with
the law that applies to your case. A good starting
place is the “Benefit Determination Guide” on the
EDD website:
http://www.edd.ca.gov/UIBDG/default.htm.

You don’t have to bring an attorney with you
to the hearing, although you may feel more confi-
dent with the support of an attorney experienced
in this area. The Legal Grind can put you in touch
with an attorney who can help you through the
process, from advice on preparation to representa-
tion at your appeal hearing.

Depending on the circumstances of your ter-
mination, you may also wish to seek legal advice
to determine whether you have any legal claims
arising out of your discharge. Although most
workers in California are “at will” employees,
which means they can be fired for any reason or
for no reason at all, even “at will” employees can-
not be fired in certain circumstances. For exam-
ple, an employer cannot fire its employee for a dis-
criminatory reason; or because s/he made a health
and safety complaint; or because she took time off
to perform jury duty. This is a complex area of the
law, and an attorney can advise you on whether
you may have grounds for a wrongful discharge
suit.

Upon investigation of the circumstances of
your termination, an attorney may also identify
violations which took place during your employ-
ment. For example, you may have an overtime
claim if your employer did not pay overtime pay
(time and a half) for all hours over eight in a day,
and forty in a week, or a claim for meal period
premium pay if you were unable to take an unin-
terrupted 30 minute meal break per five hours
worked. Exploring potential claims with an attor-
ney may help to give you some peace of mind in
this difficult time.

NINA BAUMLER IS AN ATTORNEY WHO PRAC-
TICES EXCLUSIVELY IN EMPLOYMENT LAW.

MS. BAUMLER CAN BE REACHED THROUGH

THE LEGAL GRIND AT 310-452-8160
OR BY VISITING WWW.LEGALGRIND.COM.

Disclaimer: this article does not
constitute legal advice and does

not create an attorney client rela-
tionship.

Fighting for Your
Unemployment Benefits

LEGAL GRIND®

Justice Served Daily®

since 1996

®

www.LegalGrind.com
$45 Coffee & Counsel® Schedule

@ THE NOVEL CAFÉ, located at 2127 Lincoln Blvd, Santa Monica
Although our doors are closed during construction, we’re still open!

CALL 310.452.8160 TO CONFIRM TIMES

Info@legalgrind.com

Legal Grind, Inc. is certified by the State Bar of CA as a Lawyer Referral & Information Service (#110), and
was the recipient of the ABA’s 2001 Legal Access Award. www.accesslegalgrind.com

Copyright © 2010-2011, Legal Grind, Inc.

MONDAY
4:00-5:000 pm (1st & 3rd Monday/Month) Criminal Law,DMV & Traffic Law:Felony and Misdemeanor Crimes,with former deputy D.A. Jacob Glucksman

TUESDAY
9:00am-12:00pm Patent,Trademark and Copyright Law with Attorney Marcus Risso (By appointment only)

4:00pm-5:00pm (1st and 3rd Tuesday of the Month). Civil and Criminal Law with former Deputy District Attorney Hart Levin. Hart has expertise
in all criminal and traffic issues, and he also has extensive knowledge in many areas of civil law including business disputes, contract disputes, com-
mercial disputes, landlord/tenant disputes, personal injury medical malpractice, and wrongful death.

5:000 -- 7:000 pm Wrongful termination, harassment; discrimination; wage and hour ;denial of unemployment benefits; and general counseling on
issues in the workplace w/ attorney Nina Baumler. (Call for Appointment)  at the 2901 Ocean Park location of the Novel Café.

WEDNESDAY
11:00am-3:00pm Special Education Law (By appointment only. Also available by appointment on Mondays or Fridays from 11:30 am to 3:00 pm)
Attorney  Alison Arkin has extensive experience working with parfents of special needs children with a wide range of disabilities, and can help
them obtain appropriate services from both school districts and regional centers. She has experience with every level of the process including
obtaining appropriate assessements, representation at IEP meeting, mediations, settlement negotiations and hearings.

5:00-6:30pm Divorce and Legal Separation; Domestic Partnerships; Child Custody, Support and Visitation; Spousal Support; Prenuptial
Agreements & Mediation with Family Law Specialist Attorney Elizabeth Fields 

THURSDAY
12:00-2:00pm Immigration and Family Law with Attorney Galorah Keshavarz (By appointment only) 
4:00-5:00pmm (By appointment only)  Chapter 7 and 13 Bankruptcy, Debt Negotiation and Personal Injuries cases with Attorney and Legal
Grind founder Jeffrey J. Hughes 

FRIDAY
4:00-5:00pm (2nd & 4th Friday/Month) Criminal, DMV & Traffic Law: Felony and Misdemeanor Crimes with Attorney & former Deputy D.A.
Jacob Glucksman. By Appointment only 

4:00-5:00pmm (1st & 3rd Friday/Month) Small business start-ups, Corporations, Contracts, Non-Profit Organizations, Green Law, Employment
Law, Green and Sustainable Business Practices with Attorney Becki Kammerling.

SATURDAYY 
10am-11:30am (1st, 3rd & 5th Saturday/month ) Real Estate, Estate Planning,Wills & Living Trusts,Will Contests, Probate, Elder Law Business
Litigation, Formation & Dissolution, Contracts, Construction Contracts Family Law including Divorce, Child/Spousal Support, Prenuptial Agreements,
Personal Injury,Accidents, Premises and Product Liability, & Legal Malpractice with Attorney Richard Ruman. (By appointment only-Please call Call
Dick at 310.273.7474)  

12PMM TOO 2PMM Personal Injury free consultation; Regular consultation on all areas of Estate Planning, Landlord/Tenant rights, Mortgage Litigation,
Premises Liability, Construction Accidents, and Products Liability with attorney SandeepAgarwal. (By appointment only-Please call Mr.Agarwal at
866.844.4125)
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The Meaning of Lila By John Forgetta & L.A. Rose

By Jim DavisGarfield

Strange Brew

Dogs of C-Kennel By Mick and Mason Mastroianni

At home tonight, Pisces
ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
★★★★ Everyone has limits, including you. The
tendency to test them can be rewarding, yet
frustrating at the same time. Return calls
before formalizing any plans. Tonight: Honor
your energy level.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
★★★★★ You seem to be naturally inventive
and creative. Realize what is going on with a
friend or family member. He or she might be
intimidated by the experience. You could
assume a risk that you normally don't have to,
and perhaps you won't even care. Tonight:
Paint the town red.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★ Plans you made during the week might
not be suitable any longer. You simply need a
change of pace. Many of you simply may want
to stay at home or be close to home. Whether
you're deep into a project or need extra rest, it
makes little difference. Tonight: A friend sur-
prises you. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
★★★★ Visit with a friend you rarely have time
for. It is as if you were never apart once you
meet up with each other. Screen calls if you
want to stay free. A boss, relative or older
friend could be reaching out for you. Tonight:
Hang wherever and with whomever you want. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
★★★ Be sensitive to your needs and to how far
you can extend yourself and still feel comfortable.
You might be planning a trip, but be aware of the
cost -- it might be a little too much to absorb.
Tonight: A little moderation goes a long way.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
★★★★ Your actions are in tune with those
around you. An older relative or friend express-
es his or her delight at spending some time
with you in the near future.  Tonight: Whatever
knocks your socks off.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
★★★ You might not be in the mood to social-
ize and be the normally charming Libra. Rather
than impose your company on someone,
change plans accordingly. There is nothing
wrong with needing some personal time.
Tonight: Do your thing.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
★★★★ Join friends at a baseball game or the
beach. Fun naturally happens when you are out
with this particular group of friends. A dear
friend or loved one does the unexpected. Smile
and go with the flow. Tonight: Go for what you
want. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
★★★★ Accept your role in a get-together or
with a project. You might want more free time;
however, this might not be possible if you are
fulfilling your commitments. A friend or loved
one gives you a supportive boost. Tonight: A
force to be dealt with.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
★★★★ Reach out to someone you might not
see for long periods of time but who means a
lot to you. Your calls back and forth keep this
bond strong. Tonight: Let your mind wander at
a movie or some music event. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
★★★★★ Deal with a friend or family member
directly. Your attention means more than you
might think, and it is helpful in resolving a mis-
understanding. Tonight: Add some spice to a
loved one's life. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
★★★★ Don't worry if you don't have plans.
You will, as others seek you out. Follow through
only on those invitations with people you enjoy
and/or share a preferred pastime with. A friend
or loved one shares special news with you.
Tonight: At home.

This year you might be unusually focused on your financial well-being.

Perhaps you see a new path open up and decide to walk down it. A friend

or loved one also might offer a different approach. If you are single, a

friendship is significant to a key relationship. You could meet someone

through a friend, or the very nature of a friendship could change. If you are attached, the two of you become an even stronger

entity. You will enjoy socializing together, as well as being alone with each other. VIRGO can be so fussy!

★★★★★Dynamic   
★★★★ Positive 
★★★ Average   

★★ So-So   
★ Difficult

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS
The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:HHaappppyy  bbiirrtthhddaayy

By John DeeringSpeed Bump By Dave Coverly

Edge City By Terry & Patty LaBan

Aero Theatre
1328 Montana Ave.
(310) 260-1528

Saturday, Aug. 18
Hit And Run (R) 1hr 35min
7:30pm 
Discussion following with actor-director Dax
Shepard and actress Kristen Bell.

Sunday, Aug. 19
Just Imagine (NR) 1hr 49min
5:30pm

AMC Loews Broadway 4
1441 Third Street Promenade
(888) 262-4386

Ted (R) 1hr 46min 
11:50am, 2:35pm, 5:15pm, 8:00pm, 10:30pm 

Campaign (R) 1hr 37min 
12:30pm, 3:00pm, 5:30pm, 8:00pm, 10:30pm 

Dark Knight Rises (PG-13) 2hrs 44min 
1:00pm, 4:45pm, 8:30pm 

Ice Age: Continental Drift (PG) 1hr 34min 
11:55am, 2:25pm, 5:00pm, 7:30pm, 10:00pm

AMC 7 Santa Monica 
1310 Third St.
(310) 451-9440

Bourne Legacy (PG-13) 2hrs 15min
10:30am, 1:40pm, 4:50pm, 8:00pm, 11:15pm

Expendables 2 (R) 1hr 42min
11:30am, 12:15pm, 2:15pm, 3:00pm, 5:00pm,

5:45pm, 7:45pm, 8:30pm, 10:30pm, 11:15pm

Campaign (R) 1hr 37min
11:30am, 2:00pm, 4:30pm, 7:00pm, 9:30pm

Dark Knight Rises (PG-13) 2hrs 44min
10:45am, 2:30pm, 6:15pm, 10:00pm

Odd Life of Timothy Green (PG) 1hr 40min
11:00am, 1:45pm, 4:30pm, 7:20pm, 10:15pm

Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Dog Days (PG) 1hr
34min

11:15am, 1:45pm, 4:20pm, 7:00pm, 9:45pm

Laemmle’s Monica Fourplex
1332 Second St.
(310) 478-3836 

Ruby Sparks (R) 1hr 56min
4:10pm, 9:30pm 

Queen Of Versailles (R) 1hr 52min
1:20pm, 7:00pm 

Beasts Of The Southern Wild (PG-13) 1hr
43min
1:00pm, 3:20pm, 5:40pm, 8:00pm, 10:15pm

The Intouchables (R) 2hrs 2min
1:40pm, 4:30pm, 7:30pm, 10:10pm 

The Awakening (R) 1hr  59min
1:30pm, 4:20pm, 7:10pm, 9:50pm 

Ai Weiwei: Never Sorry (R) 1hr 30min
11:10am 

River of Life (NR) 1hr 19min 

Kumare (NR) 1hr 24min 
11:00am

AMC Criterion 6 
1313 Third St.
(310) 395-1599

Bourne Legacy (PG-13) 2hrs 15min 

12:45pm, 4:05pm, 7:15pm, 10:30pm 

Total Recall (PG-13) 2hrs 01min 

12:30pm, 3:30pm, 6:30pm, 9:30pm 

Moonrise Kingdom (PG-13) 1hr 33min 

11:55am, 2:40pm, 5:15pm, 7:55pm, 10:25pm 

ParaNorman (PG) 1hr 33min 

11:45am, 5:00pm, 10:20pm 

Hope Springs (PG-13) 2hrs 01min 

11:30am, 2:10pm, 4:45pm, 7:30pm, 10:15pm 

Sparkle (PG-13) 2hrs 00min 

11:15am, 2:05pm, 4:55pm, 7:50pm, 10:40pm 

ParaNorman 3D (PG) 1hr 33min 

2:25pm, 7:45pm

For more information, e-mail news@smdp.com

MOVIE TIMES
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■ Should Be an Olympic Sport:
Romanian gang members have
apparently been apprehended after
a series of robberies during March,
April and May that resembled a
scene from a recent "Fast and
Furious" movie. The gang's vehicle
approaches the rear of tractor-trail-
ers traveling at highway speed, and
gangsters climb onto the hood, grab
the 18-wheeler's rear door, open it
using specialized tools, and steal
inventory, apparently without
knowledge of the driver. In one
video released by police in
Bucharest, the gang members, after
peering inside the trailer, decided to
take nothing and climbed back out.
■ British Scared-y Cats: U.K.
bureaucrats are constantly drawing
criticism for their alleged over-con-
cern with safety. In June, Royal Mail
notified businesses on a street in
Doncaster that it would no longer
deliver to them on rainy days
because the street was too slippery.
(One clumsy postman had just suf-
fered a broken shoulder when he
slipped and fell.) And in May, the
Somerset County Council ordered
the removal of a yard sign advertis-
ing an upcoming public fundraiser
on the ground that someone might
bump into it at night. An event
organizer pointed out that the par-
ticular yard sign was stuck in the
grass directly in front of a tree,
which was likely equally hard to see
in darkness.

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
B Y C H U C K S H E P A R D

pphhtthhiissiiss
\\  TTHHAAHHYY--ssiiss  \\  , noun;
1. A wasting away.
2. Pulmonary tuberculosis; con-
sumption.

WORD UP!

Sudoku
Fill in the blank cells using numbers 1 to 9. Each number can
appear only once in each row, column, and 3x3 block. Use logic
and process of elimination to solve the puzzle. The difficulty
level ranges from ★ (easiest) to ★★★★★ (hardest).

King Features Syndicate

GETTING STARTED
There are many strategies to solving
Sudoku. One way to begin is to
examine each 3x3 grid and figure
out which numbers are missing.
Then, based on the other numbers in
the row and column of each blank
cell, find which of the missing num-
bers will work. Eliminating numbers
will eventually lead you to the
answer.

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S PUZZLE

1903– German engineer
Karl Jatho allegedly

flies his self-made, motored glid-
ing airplane four months before
the first flight of the Wright
Brothers.

1917– A Great Fire in
Thessaloniki, Greece

destroys 32% of the city leaving
70,000 individuals homeless.

1920– The Nineteenth
Amendment to the

United States Constitution is ratified,
guaranteeing women's suffrage.

TODAY IN HISTORY

MYSTERY PHOTO Daniel Archuleta  daniela@smdp.com
The first person who can correctly identify where this image was captured wins a prize from the
Santa Monica Daily Press. Send answers to editor@smdp.com. Send your mystery photos to 
editor@smdp.com to be used in future issues. 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING CONDITIONS: REGULAR RATE: $7.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 30¢ per word per day. Ad must run a
minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra.
Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once.
DEADLINES: 3:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 2:30 p.m. PAYMENT: All pri-
vate party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310) 458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press,
P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406. OTHER RATES: For information about the professional services directory or classified display
ads, please call our office at (310) 458-7737.

HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY  9:00am - 5:00pm     LOCATION 1640 5th Street, Suite 218, Santa Monica, CA 90401

(310)458-7737
CALL TODAY FOR SPECIAL MONTHLY RATES!

There is no more convincing medium than a DAILY local newspaper.
Prepay your ad today!

Classifieds
$750 per day. Up to 15 words, 30 cents each additional word.
Call us today start and promoting your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 40,000.

YOUR AD COULD RUN TOMORROW!*

(310) 458-7737
Some restrictions may apply. 

*Please call our Classified Sales Manager to reserve your ad space. Specific ad placement not gauranteed on classified ads. Ad must meet deadline requirements. See complete conditions below.

All classified liner ads are placed on our website for FREE! Check out www.smdp.com for more info.

CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale

Furniture
Pets
Boats
Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos
Rent
Houses for Rent
Roomates
Commerical Lease
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Announcements
HYMAN KOSMAN PRODUCTIONS

"The greatest business card the world 
has ever 

known!!!$$$???###!!!$$$???###!!!"

Employment
ATTENTION LEGAL SECRETARIES, LE-
GAL AIDES, PARALEGALS, LAW OFFICE 
MANAGERS AND STAFF
Great opportunity for extra income 
through referrals. We are a legal docu-
ment courier service looking to expand 
our business and pay top referral fees 
for new accounts set up at area law of-
fices, to inquire further, please email 
bsberkowitz@aol.com or call 
213-923-4942

PART-TIME SALES position to work from 
home.  Our attorney service is looking 
for referrals to law firms. Referrals re-
sult in ongoing commissions. Submit 
resume to bsberkowitz@aol.com

SENIOR PROPRIETARY TRADING SYSTEM 
DEVELOPER

Duties: Designing, developing, pro-
gramming, supporting, enhancing, and 
maintaining a sophisticated and
highly customized proprietary trade or-
der management, accounting and op-
erational software system comprised
of core components (TraderForum, 
GCentral, NotificationManager) and in-
terfacing those core components
with other applications in use through-
out the enterprise, including but not 
limited to Bloomberg Server
API, EzeCastle OMS, Advent Geneva Ac-
counting system, Google Docs, while 
providing .NET, IIS web &
Apple IOS client deployments for the 
aforementioned systems. Manage all 
data import processes; conduct
requirements analysis; create func-
tional specifications; provide all coding, 
debugging, and QA testing for the
above core systems and extended con-
nectivity products.

Requirements: Bachelor's degree or for-
eign equivalent in Computer Program-
ming, Mathematics or a related
field, plus seven (7) years of progres-
sive, post-baccalaureate software engi-
neering, software development
or related experience. Must have experi-
ence with C++, C#, WCF, WPF, Objec-
tive-C, VB.NET, VBScript,
XHTML/DHTML, JavaScript, T-SQL. Must 
have experience with Bloomberg API, 
EZeCastle software,
Geneva SOAP Server, Google Documents 
API, and IOS development.

Interested candidates should send re-
sumes to: Jamie Lin and jlin@gizmo-
girlsf.com

Help Wanted
ATTENTION: DRIVERS. Freight 
Up = More $$$. New Pay Pack-
age. New KW Conventionals. 2 
Mos CDL Class A Driving Expe-
rience. 877-258-8782 
(Cal-SCAN)

Help Wanted
Drivers - Annual Salary $45K to 
$60K. $0.01 increase per mile 
after 6 months. Quarterly Bo-
nuses. CDL-A, 3 months current 
OTR experience. 
800-414-9569 www.drivek-
night.com  (Cal-SCAN)

DRIVERS Co. & O/Opís. Re-
gional Home weekly. Teams 
7-14 days. Class A CDL 1 year 
experience in last 3. Call 
1-800-695-9643.  (Cal-SCAN)

DRIVERS: NO EXPERIENCE? Class A CDL 
Driver Training. We Train and Employ! 
Experienced Drivers also Needed! Cen-
tral Refrigerated. 1-877-369-7126. 
www.CentralTruckDrivingJobs.com  
(Cal-SCAN)

Business Opps
START NOW! Open Red Hot 
Dollar, Dollar Plus, Mailbox, 
Discount Party, Discount Cloth-
ing, Teen Store, Fitness Center 
from $51,900 worldwide! 
w w w . D R S S 2 5 . c o m .  
1-800-518-3064.  (Cal-SCAN)

Internet
SAVE on Cable TV-Internet-Digi-
tal Phone. Packages start at 
$89.99/mo (for 12 months.) 
Options from ALL major service 
providers. Call Acceller today to 
learn more! CALL 
1-888-897-7650.  (Cal-SCAN)

For Sale
MANTIS Deluxe Tiller. NEW! FastStart 
engine. Ships FREE.  One-Year 
Money-Back Guarantee when you buy 
DIRECT.  Call for the DVD and FREE 
Good Soil book! 888-815-5176. 
(Cal-SCAN)

SAVE 65 Percent & Get 2 FREE 
GIFTS when you order 100 Per-
cent guaranteed, delivered to 
the door Omaha Steaks - Family 
Value Combo. NOW ONLY 
$49.99. ORDER Today 
1-888-525-4620 use code 
45393JRK or www.OmahaS-
teaks.com/father56  (Cal-SCAN)

SELL YOUR UNWANTED GOLD 
JEWELRY and Get Cash! 
Ranked #1 on NBC`s Today 
Show - SellYourGold. Call to 
Request a Free Appraisal 1- 
888-650-1019.  (Cal-SCAN)

Auction
ADVERTISE YOUR AUCTION in 240 Cali-
fornia newspapers for one low cost of 
$600. Your 25 word classified ad 
reaches over 6 million+ Californians. 
Free brochure call Elizabeth 
(916)288-6019.  (Cal-SCAN)

For Rent
Messanine office for rent at 1424 Fourth 
St. The central tower building. Santa 
Monica 90401. (310) 276-3313 Please 
leave a message

For Rent
MV/MDR adj. Large studio near Centi-
nela and 90 freeway. Full kitchen, stove 
& refrigerator, laundry, parking. $950. 
Info (310)828-4481 or (310)993-0414 
after 6pm.

Education
AIRLINE CAREERS BEGIN 
HERE - Become an Aviation 
Maintenance Tech. FAA ap-
proved training.
Financial aid if qualified - 
Housing available. Job place-
ment assistance. CALL Aviation 
Institute of
Maintenance (888) 242-3382. 
(Cal-SCAN)

ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE 
from Home. *Medical, *Busi-
ness, *Criminal Justice, *Hospi-
tality. Job placement assis-
tance. Computer available. Fi-
nancial Aid if qualified. SCHEV 
certified. Call 888-210-5162 
w w w. C e n t u r a O n l i n e . c o m   
(Cal-SCAN)

HIGH SCHOOL PROFICIENCY 
DIPLOMA!!! 4 week Program. 
FREE Brochure & Full Informa-
tion. Call Now! 
1-866-562-3650 ext. 60 
www.SouthEas te rnHS.com  
(Cal-SCAN)

Vacation Rentals
ADVERTISE Your VACATION 
PROPERTY in 240 California 
newspapers for one low cost of 
$600. Your 25 word classified 
ad reaches over 6 million+ Cali-
fornians. Free brochure call 
Elizabeth (916)288-6019. 
(Cal-SCAN)

For Rent
909 Montana Ave., # 3, SM

$1295,single/1ba,lower,stove,refrg,car-
pet,  no pet,Street Parking.
Contact:Sullivan-Dituri Co.

310-453-3341
sullivan-dituri.com

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
(310)869-7901

1234 11th St. #9. 3 Bd + 1.75 Bth 
$3,095

1334 Euclid St. #8. 1Bd +1Bth
$1595

1334 Euclid St. #5. 2 Bd. + 1 Bth. 
$1995

WE HAVE MORE VACANCIES ON THE 
WESTSIDE. MOST BUILDINGS PET 

FRIENDLY.

www.howardmanagement.com
rentals@howardmanagement.com

Luxury condo, MDR. Furnished, private 
bathroom. Walking distance to 
shops/entertainment. Pool, gym, utili-
ties included. Female prefered. $900. 
9310)574-3832

Real Estate
50% OFF OCEANFRONT CON-
DOS! 2BR/2BA was $700K now 
$399,000. Acquired from 
BANK 1 hour Vancouver, 2 
hours Seattle. 1-888-99-Marin 
(62746) X 5417  (Cal-SCAN)

Autos Wanted
DONATE YOUR CAR, truck or 
boat to Heritage for the Blind. 
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax De-
ductible, Free Towing, All Pa-
perwork Taken Care Of. 
888-902-6851.  (Cal-SCAN)

Bookkeeping Services
Accounting & Bookkeeping Service

Call (310)977-7935

Services
Glassman
Save, save!! I will fix your broken win-
dows, entry doors, screens, patio doors 
& a lot more. 24/7. (310)464-0191

SANTA MONICA Mobile Notary. Will go 
anywhere in the Santa Monica area  

for $20 fee!

(760) 902-1057

Legal Services
SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY 
BENEFITS. Win or Pay Nothing! 
Start your Application In Under 
60 Seconds. Call Today! Con-
tact Disability Group, Inc. Li-
censed Attorneys & BBB Ac-
credited. Call 877-490-6596. 
(Cal-SCAN)

Business Services
ADVERTISE a display BUSI-
NESS CARD sized ad in 140 
California newspapers for one 
low cost of $1,550. Your dis-
play 3.75x2î ad reaches over 3 
million+ Californians. Free bro-
chure call Elizabeth 
(916)288-6019.  (Cal-SCAN)

ADVERTISE Your Truck DRIVER 
JOBS in 240 California newspa-
pers for one low cost of $600. 
Your 25 word classified ad 
reaches over 6 million+ Califor-
nians. Free brochure call Eliza-
beth (916)288-6019. 
(Cal-SCAN)

REACH CALIFORNIANS WITH 
A CLASSIFIED IN ALMOST 
EVERY COUNTY! Experience 
the power of classifieds! Com-
bo~California Daily and Weekly 
Networks. One order. One pay-
ment. Free Brochures. eliza-
beth@cnpa.com or 
(916)288-6019.  (Cal-SCAN)

Credit Services
GET FREE OF CREDIT CARD 
DEBT NOW! Cut payments by 
up to half. Stop creditors from 
calling. 888-416-2691. 

Credit Services
(Cal-SCAN)

Computer Services
MY COMPUTER WORKS. Com-
puter problems? Viruses, spy-
ware, email, printer issues, bad 
internet connections - FIX IT 
NOW! Professional, U.S.-based 
technicians. $25 off service. 
Call for immediate help. 
1-888-865-0271  (Cal-SCAN)

Financial
Ever Consider a Reverse Mort-
gage? At least 62 years old? 
Stay in your home & increase 
cash flow! Safe & Effective! Call 
Now for your FREE DVD! Call 
Now 888-698-3165. 
(Cal-SCAN)

Health/Beauty
Attention Joint & Muscle Pain 
Sufferers: Clinically proven 
all-natural supplement helps re-
duce pain and enhance mobil-
ity. Call 877-217-7698 to try 
Hydraflexin RISK-FREE for 90 
days.  (Cal-SCAN)

Canada Drug Center is your 
choice for safe and affordable 
medications. Our licensed Ca-
nadian mail order pharmacy will 
provide you with savings of up 
to 90 percent on all your medi-
cation needs. Call Today 
866-723-7089 for $10.00 off 
your first prescription and free 
shipping.  (Cal-SCAN)

Feeling older?  Men lose the 
ability to produce testosterone 
as they age. Call 
888-904-2372 for a FREE trial 
of Progene- All Natural Testos-
terone Supplement. 
(Cal-SCAN)

Over 30 Million Women Suffer 
From Hair Loss! Do you? If So 
We Have a Solution!  CALL 
KERANIQUE TO FIND OUT 
MORE 888-690-0395. 
(Cal-SCAN)

Medical
ATTENTION DIABETICS with 
Medicare. Get a FREE Talking 
Meter and diabetic testing sup-
plies at No Cost, plus FREE 
home delivery! Best of all, this 
meter eliminates painful finger 
pricking! Call 888-781-9376. 
(Cal-SCAN)

Attention SLEEP APNEA SUF-
FERERS with Medicare. Get 
FREE CPAP Replacement Sup-
plies at No Cost, plus FREE 
home delivery! Best of all, pre-
vent red skin sores and bacte-
rial infection! Call 
888-699-7660.  (Cal-SCAN)

WALK-IN BATH TUBS. LOW-
EST PRICE, HIGHEST QUAL-
ITY. Eliminate fear of falling. 
USA Manufactured. Lifetime 
Material/Labor Warranty. Only 

Medical
2" Step, lowest ever! www.Walk-
InBathExperts.com (800) 
819-3303.  (Cal-SCAN)

Massage

BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Experience 
Tranquility & Freedom from Stress 
through Nurturing & Caring touch in 
a total healing environment. Lynda, 
LMT: 310-749-0621

Personals
Meet singles right now! No paid 
operators, just real people like 
you. Browse greetings, ex-
change messages and connect 
live. Try it free. Call now 
1-888-866-3166  (Cal-SCAN)

CHECK US OUT ONLINE
smdp.com/advertising
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