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For the first time in more than a
decade, the city may be embarking on a
major policy change on how it deals with
its homeless population.

In a narrow 4-2 vote, the Santa Monica
City Council Tuesday instructed its legal
and administrative staffs to investigate
ways to moderate the number and frequen-
cy of “public feedings” for the city’s home-
less population by outside charity groups.

Officials believe many of the city’s
homeless are lured to Santa Monica by the
dozens of weekly public feedings held in
public parks by church groups who come
from surrounding communities. The
excess homeless population drawn to the
city then burdens the city’s social services.

However, Mayor Mike Feinstein and
Mayor Pro Tem Kevin McKeown voted
against directing city staff members in
any direction.

Feinstein said it would be unfair to
make such a decision without having a
copy of the city’s annual social services
review, which is scheduled to be dis-
cussed at the Sept. 24 council meeting.

“We are here tonight without the bene-
fits of a staff report,” Feinstein said. “We
are giving a lot of direction tonight with-
out having a complete picture of what’s
out there.”

Councilman Ken Genser disagreed and
said the council was only giving direction
and not taking any final action.

“I think we are guiding staff at what
needs to be looked at and what needs to be
addressed,” he said. “I think we are trying to
find solutions to very complex problems.”

The city failed at making a similar
change in a 1992 Public Safety Ordinance
that was the result of a year-long task
force that studied homeless issues. The
ordinance called for directing all public
feedings in one location and to make sure
they take place indoors.

However, the public feedings aspect of
the ordinance was successfully chal-
lenged in court by civil rights and home-
less activists. When the city lost it was

By Daily Press staff

One of the highlights of the free sum-
mer music concert happens tonight at the
Santa Monica Pier.

Longtime pier favorite and power-
house blues singer Teresa James is the
opening act of the Twlight Concert
Series, held each Thursday at the pier. 

The main show is Grammy award
winning Delbert McClinton. 

Music critics and Nashville scenester

Michael McCall says, “Delbert’s raspy,
ferocious voice carries in it the history of
American popular music.” 

McClinton won a Grammy for his duet
with Bonnie Raitt from her “Luck of the
Draw” album and has numerous song-
writing credits on albums by Wynona
Judd, Vince Gill and scores of others.

The music, performed on the beach
next to the pier, begins at 7:30 p.m. and
ends at 9:30 p.m.

By The Associated Press

FRESNO — Four crop circles have
appeared in a cornfield at California State
University, Fresno, and officials do not
believe aliens are to blame.

Fresno State officials were alerted
Monday after a television crew spotted
the circles while flying over the 48-acre
field. The largest circle, about 125-feet in
diameter, is connected to three smaller
circles, creating a T-like formation similar
to the crop circles featured in Mel
Gibson’s new movie “Signs.”

University officials are calling the cir-
cles a hoax.

“If aliens shop at J.C. Penney’s for

shoes, then we got them,” said Carl
Pherson, university director of
Agricultural Operations. “We don’t
believe that aliens did it.”

The field received little damage
because the university’s sweet corn crop
had been harvested, Pherson said.
However, “random acts like this could
actually harm students’ education. It can
be very disruptive to a research project,”
he said.

About $3.5 million in revenue for the
university’s farm lab is raised in the
fields, he said. Anyone found without
authorization on state property could face
trespassing charges, said Fresno State
Police Chief Lynn Button.

Delbert McClinton headlines
free concert at pier tonight

Crop circle found at CA
State Fresno University

BY ANDREW H. FIXMER
Daily Press Staff Writer

Taking a ride on the Santa Monica Pier
Carousel is now going to cost twice as
much money.

But it’s still the least expensive ride on
the pier — and one of the least expensive
carousel rides in the country.

The city council Tuesday approved a
100 percent fare increase for the carousel,
raising the cost of a child’s ticket from 25
cents to 50 cents and the adult price from
50 cents to a $1. Children under five-
years-old now ride free with a ticketed
adult. The increase will take place in the
near future.

Officials say raising the fare will generate
$26,000 more in revenue, which is needed

to help the amusement ride pay its own way.
“It’s a move to close the gap between

the carousel’s operations and its mainte-
nance with the revenue generated from
ticket sales and rental fees,” said Elana
Buegoff, an economic analyst with the city.

“Most of the money will come from
rentals, though,” she added. “The
carousel has been a very popular location
for children’s birthday parties and as a
film location.” 

In her research on ticket prices,
Buegoff called carousel operators
throughout California and the United
States to find out what they charged.

She found the Griffith Park Carousel
costs $1, Burbank Media Center Carousel

Carousel fares increase

Andrew H. Fixmer/Daily Press
Luciano Aragon (left) sells tickets to children and their parents who ride
the Santa Monica Pier Carousel, where ticket prices will be increased by
100 percent.

See CAROUSEL, page 6

Council debates ban
on ‘public feedings’

See FEEDINGS, page 6

“We are here tonight
without the benefits 

of a staff report. We are
giving a lot of direction
tonight without having a

complete picture of
what’s out there.”

— MIKE FEINSTEIN
Santa Monica Mayor
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LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
★★★ Recognize when you hit a dead end. As
much as you explore your options left and right,
you won’t find an out or a solution right now. You
easily could be hurt by what another suggests or
says. Don’t react, because by tomorrow you’ll
see matters differently. Tonight: Swap war stories
with your friends.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
★★★ Make the best out of a difficult situation.
Use your magnetic personality to take some of the
pressure off. A boss means what he or she says.
His or her demand needs to be fulfilled. Confusion
surrounds a meeting and finances. Tonight: Pay
your bills.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
★★ Do nothing. Minimize your plans if possible,
as a disruptive influence runs through your life. A
boss shares ideas that you feel very uncomfort-
able with. Remain mum, as new information will
be forthcoming. Trust your resources. Tonight:
Do something just for yourself!

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
★★★ Keep your long-term goals in mind when
making key decisions. Others might not choose to
do something that is very important, thus frustrat-
ing you. Do not swallow your anger, but express
your emotions in a meaningful manner. Tonight:
Reflect while taking a walk.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
★★ What might be important easily could back-
fire. A friendship could be in conflict with a
financial matter. You might not understand every-
thing clearly right now, because someone might
be holding back. Eye the long term, and you’ll
stay calm. Tonight: Find your pals.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
★★★★ Your ability to visualize works for you.
Communicating your ideas right now could
become a problem. A boss or higher-up could be
difficult at best until later. Conflicts arise between
those you love. The solution lies within. Tonight:
Work late.

ARIES (March 21-April 19)
★★★ Aggravation could be the byproduct of
pushing to have certain matters fall in your court.
Unexpected developments occur, reminding you
that you are not in control. Continue to take the
back seat for now. Soon you will be in the dri-
ver’s position. Tonight: Detach. Escape into a
preferred pastime.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
★★★ You will pull your hair out if you continue
to insist on having things as you like. Observe
what others are doing. Knowing that you don’t
have control, allow others to run with the ball.
Agreement, much less a clear path of action,
could be close to impossible. Tonight: Fulfill a
loved one’s request

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
★★ You might feel as if you are literally in the
trenches as you attempt to get some key work
done. Not everyone sees situations with the same
perspective as you. Allow others time. Discussions
could be touchy right now. Tonight: Respond to
another’s overture.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
★★★★ Pull out that creative touch, especially
when dealing with demanding loved ones. Not
everything needs to be expensive, quite the con-
trary. Visualize more of what you want. An asso-
ciate throws a boomerang in your path. Jump!
Tonight: Off to the gym.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
★★ Your temper and ire could easily be aroused
by present events. Holding yourself back might
be close to impossible. You will be better off if
you play your cards close to your chest. Surprises
run through the day. Make the best of a difficult
situation. Tonight: Breathe a sigh of relief, as the
emotional winds change.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
★★★ No matter what you do or say, you engen-
der conflict, even when trying to pacify others. A
domestic situation might be particularly volatile.
Understand that you aren’t changing anybody,
and you’ll head in the right direction. Tonight:
Mosey on home.

“Glory is fleeting, but obscurity is forever.”
— Napoleon Bonaparte (1769-1821)

QUOTE of the DAY



Good waves Tuesday and Wednesday. 
Today, fading southwest swell and holding northwest wind

swell make for smaller, less consistent surf. Still, we should see
plenty of sets in the waist-high range at south facing breaks. 

Patient surfers will wait it out to catch chest-high sets at
County Line and Zuma. Venice Breakwater was getting big
early in the week, so we could expect to see some sets there
as well.

Friday will see current swell fade further. Waves decrease
in size and sets may prove inconsistent.

Today’s 
Tides:

High- 3:59 a.m. 3.33’
Low- 9:11 a.m. 2.03’
High- 3:56 p.m. 5.28’
Low- 11:38 p.m. 0.75’

Information compiled by Jesse Haley

Location Thursday Friday Water Quality
County Line 2-4’/Fair 2-3’/Fair A
Zuma 2-4’/Fair 2-3’/Fair A
Surfrider 1-3’/Fair 1-3’/Fair A
Topanga 1-3’/Fair 1-3’/Fair A
Breakwater 2-3’/Fair 2-3’/Fair A
El Porto 2-3’/Poor 2-3’/Poor A
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LOCAL 

The headlines continue to indicate
the city is in a major economic slump.
Budget shortfalls of up to $8 million
annually, 5,000 jobs cut from City Hall
and millions worth of capital improve-
ments put on hold, prove that Santa
Monica is suffering — not just in gov-
ernment, but also in business. 

So this week, Q-Line wants to know:
“Is the City of Santa Monica doing

everything it can to promote and
support businesses here? What sug-
gestions can you offer the powers
that be?”

Call (310) 285-8106 with your
response before Thursday at 5 p.m.
We’ll print them in Friday’s paper.
Please limit your comments to a minute
or less; it might help to think first about
the wording of your response.

Council delays red light camera vote
By Daily Press staff

A proposed red light camera system that would cost taxpayers $4.2 million has
been delayed.

The Santa Monica City Council voted 4-2 Tuesday to delay making a decision on
whether to install a system that would take photos of motorists who run red lights,
and then send a picture of the infraction and a $250 citation in the mail to them.

Except for Councilman Robert Holbrook, council members were concerned about
recent reports that undermine the effectiveness of red light camera systems, and they
were concerned the cameras may trample an individual’s civil liberties and violate
residents’ right to due process.

“I think we need more information,” said Councilman Richard Bloom. “I’m not
completely satisfied with the information we have been given tonight.”

Holbrook, who voted against delaying the program, feels comfortable with the
system as it is proposed.

“My impression is that many people are running red lights all the time ... and if
they don’t get caught, they act like it never happened,” he said. “By not addressing
this problem now, we are delaying some meaningful action ... that could act as a
deterrent to some of these people.”

The police department was asked to research red light cameras and consider alter-
natives to the camera system that would still lead to a decrease in intersection colli-
sions and report back to the city council.

City approves ‘habitat’ development
By Daily Press staff

Santa Monica will become one of the first cities on the westside of Los Angeles
County to host a Habitat for Humanity program.

The Santa Monica City Council on Tuesday unanimously approved allowing a
one-time exemption from ordinances that forbid Santa Monica from using redevel-
opment funds to build any type of low-income housing that is not strictly rental.

Habitat for Humanity is proposing between six and eight units on an 8,000-square-
foot vacant parcel on 19th Street between Pico Boulevard and Delaware Avenue. 

For each condominium Habitat builds, city officials said Santa Monica will chip
in between $100,000-$130,000 per unit.

Habitat for Humanity works in partnership with local communities to make afford-
able home ownership more accessible. Through volunteer labor and tax-deductible
donations of money and materials, the organization builds and rehabilitates affordable
homes with the help of future homeowners. The homes are sold to families at no prof-
it and financed with affordable, no-interest loans. Future homeowners are required to
contribute 500 hours of their own labor into the building of their home.

The project is an experiment for habitat for humanity, which typically builds free-
standing single-family homes, and Santa Monica, which by law does not allow itself
to build low-income housing for residents to purchase.

NEWS BRIEFSFishin’ the day away

Andrew H. Fixmer/Daily Press
Fred McLendon and Jackyln Midds leisurely pass Wednesday afternoon
trying to catch the ever-elusive fish off the Santa Monica Pier.
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Opinions expressed are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged,
as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters we receive, except those that are libelous or are
unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to sack@smdp.com. All letters must include the author’s name and telephone number for purposes of ver-
ification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices located at 530 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 200, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest
editorials are subject to editing for space and content.

Give peace a chance
Editor:

Why do the voices of war drown out those for peace today?
If a Gulf of Tonkin incident is created or occurs by circumstance, which led to

Lyndon Johnson's quagmire with the U.S. war on Vietnam, there will be no time for
considering any options. Bush will act swiftly and attack with or without the required
Congressional approval, as we are now accustomed to. 

Two U.S. wars on Iraq — one by Bush senior and the other by Clinton have clear-
ly led only to one thing: more war. 

Robert E. Hunter of the Santa Monica-based Rand Corporation says of the appar-
ently imminent U.S. war on Iraq, “... we must summon knowledge and assume due
humility. We must finally start widespread, sustained, open, serious and uncensored
debate on Iraq, free of cant and emotion on all sides; we must be willing to accept
permanent commitment to responsibility in the region — and do all this before the
attack to Baghdad.”

Give peace a chance. Every Friday afternoon the LA Coalition for World Peace has
called for, at 5-7 p.m., Angelinos to assemble at the Westwood federal building in non-
violent expression for peace, urging the U.S. to refrain from more war. Park and join
the growing world opinion for peace after you drive by to honk your support. 

Andrew Kay Liberman
Venice

LETTERS

Staring out my proverbial window to
the universe this weekend I came to a real-
ization or two. You could say this strategi-
cally located window often reveals the
naked truth about the issues of our time.
Here are some of the highlights from the
week that was in our fair-haired city.

■ The Santa Monica Police Department
is recommending city council approve a
$4.2 million plan that would provide red
light cameras for six to eight of our busiest
intersections. Coming to a mailbox near
you: More little blue envelopes demanding
checks made “payable to the City of Santa
Monica.” This time, the hefty cost will be
$250, two points on your driving record
(ultimately leading to higher insurance
costs) and a date with a traffic school
instructor. All this for a ticket you neither
knew you received nor had the chance to
contest at the supposed scene of the crime.

City officials are quick to dismiss any
similarities to the paranoia felt by Big
Brother’s watchful eyes in the classic
tome “1984.” Of course, they doth protest
too much. There is a reason for that gut-

feeling paranoia on the part of many resi-
dents, probably because the little cameras
snapping pictures of us driving by
approaches the type of Orwellian supervi-
sion and legislation that doesn’t quite sit
right in our collective mindsets. 

SMPD Capt. Jacqueline Seabrooks
contends the Red Light Camera
Enforcement Program taking aim at
“beat-the-light” motorists is not intended
to be a moneymaking proposition for the
city. Meanwhile, city officials gush that
the system will result in a $57,300 profit
over the next five years in new speeding-
ticket revenue. This sounds like a non-
money-making proposition in the same
vein as the parking Nazis blitzing their
way through our streets are a non-money-
making proposition. We all know how
that little regime doesn’t provide the city
with any extra income. Maybe we could
all just start riding personal Segways
around town like the S.S. Parking Police
are proposing to do and eliminate the fear
and paranoia altogether.

■ Overheard while jogging past the
seemingly doomed Aero Theater on
Montana Avenue with its marquee sign
pleading: “Save the Aero, see (insert
movie of the week).” “Are we saving the
Aero or the owner’s ass?” 

Not a bad point considering all the
rumored parties (i.e. – Robert Redford)
said to be interested in refurbishing the

storied theater in the event current man-
agement is forced to sell. The Aero, one of
California’s remaining one-feature com-
munity theaters, might do better in the
long run if it falls in the short run.

When I finally landed a swell one-bed-
room apartment in Santa Monica after a
stressful two weeks of inspecting convert-
ed garages and rooms with appliances
located in the closet seeking more than
$1,000 a month, I was so relieved I
plunked down my money without even
taking time to appreciate what would
prove my new digs’ greatest asset — the
window in the shower. 

Yes, the modest 22” by 16” opening
above my soapdish and adjacent to my
old-school, Austrian handcrafted back
scrubber has become my window to the
world. There is something to be said for
the insights one gains standing buck
naked with a loofah to his derrière watch-
ing society go about its business. 

The issues of the day are, shall we say,
stripped of their pre-packaged spins and
appear as they truly are —self-evident. 

But I digress. (Hmmm, now where did
I put the exfoliating apricot scrub?)

■ In the timing is everything depart-
ment, the Big Blue Bus (which still looks
funny in print no matter how you use it)
named a new, full-time director late last
week. Stephanie Negriff takes the wheel at
a decidedly difficult time in the transit sys-

tem’s history, with a spat of recent acci-
dents adorning this paper and other publi-
cations’ front pages. The Big Blue Bus
was sorely in need of some positive PR
and promoting Negriff to its top post,
despite the fact that she has served as inter-
im director for close to a year, may have
achieved just that. At least there is a name
and a face to go with the company’s quest
to redefine its service and public image.

■ In the well-meaning but kind of sad
department, a trio of in-line skaters com-
pleted a 3,500-mile trek across the United
States, culminating at the Santa Monica
Pier, to promote awareness and participa-
tion for “Libertystand.” The three hope
Americans will bond together to form a
continuous line from Boston to Los
Angeles — the route they skated — on
Sept. 11. The group’s efforts were well
meaning and somewhat heart-warming,
yet seemingly misguided. I wonder if any-
one ever told them about the “Hands
Across America” experiment in years
past. I hope they can get their old jobs
back in New Hampshire.

Now, if you will all excuse me, I need
to rinse and repeat.

(Mike Tittinger is a freelance writer
living in Santa Monica. He can be
reached at miketittinger@aol.com).

The naked truth about the week that was in Santa Monica

YOUR OPINION M ATTERS!
Please send letters to:

Santa Monica Daily Press: Att. Editor
530 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 200

Santa Monica, CA  90401
csackariason@yahoo.com

Please send letters to:
Santa Monica Daily Press: Att. Editor

530 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 200 • Santa Monica, CA  90401
sack@smdp.com

TITTINGER’S
TAKE

By Michael J. Tittinger
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By The Associated Press

SANTA MONICA — Metro-Goldwyn-
Mayer Inc. is partnering with a pay-TV
firm to launch two channels in Africa.

The deal aims to give sub-Saharan sub-
scribers access to MGM’s vast library of
some 4,000 films in English, 24 hours a
day, seven days a week.

The company’s broadcast unit, MGM
Networks, will provide the content using
the digital satellite television network of
South Africa-based Multichoice Africa.

Planned broadcasts include “Annie
Hall,” “Bull Durham,” “Last Tango in
Paris” and “The Pink Panther.”

In addition, MGM Networks Latin
America will provide a Portuguese lan-

guage channel to subscribers in Angola,
Mozambique and Guinea Bissau.

If the channels receive regulatory
approval, they could launch this month, the
company said in a new release Monday.

“Africa represents a real milestone in
our network expansion initiatives,” said
Bruce Tuchman, executive vice president
of MGM Networks. “With this deal,
MGM now has equity interests in chan-
nels that reach every inhabited continent
across the globe,” he said.

MGM has movie channels in more
than 90 countries, but the company still
finds itself struggling to deliver consis-
tently profitable films and unable to pur-
sue its larger goal of transforming itself
into a major media company.

MGM unit launching in Africa

By The Associated Press

SANTA MONICA — Entertainment
attorney Donald E. Biederman, who put a
face on the dangers of sun exposure by
appearing on TV commercials showing a
dark cavity where his cancerous nose had
been, has died. He was 67.

Biederman fought a six-year battle
with skin cancer, during which doctors
were forced to remove his nose and a
cheek. He died Aug. 8 at Saint John’s
Health Center, his family said Tuesday.

He was founding director of the
National Entertainment and Media Law
Institute at Southwestern University School
of Law in Los Angeles and he was general
counsel of the giant Warner/Chappell
Music publishing company.

Biederman also wrote “Law and
Business of the Entertainment
Industries,” used in more than 80 law
schools and considered the finest case
book on entertainment law.

But it was his skin cancer battle and
decision to appear in 1999 in an American
Academy of Dermatology campaign
about the dangers of sun exposure that
propelled him into the public spotlight.

Biederman, who had a malignant form
of squamous cell cancer and had undergone
58 surgeries in 5 1/2 years, had his nose and
cheek removed in 1996. He wore a pros-
thetic nose that hid his missing cheek.

The commercial featured home movie
clips showing Biederman’s son as a tod-
dler playing on a beach and his father

reclining shirtless on a lounge chair.
Those images were juxtaposed with
close-ups of Biederman as he talked about
his changed attitude toward sun exposure.

“All my friends used to say, ’The first
time you go to the beach, get a good burn.
You’ll tan faster.’ A tan was considered
healthy,” Biederman said in the commer-
cial. “None of us knew the potential ram-
ifications.”

The commercial ended with Biederman
turning sideways and removing the pros-
thetic device, which exposed the dark cav-
ity where his nose had been.

ABC-TV rejected the spot as too graph-
ic to broadcast nationally and NBC reject-
ed it because the American Academy of
Dermatology did not meet its guidelines
for pro bono public service advertising. It
wasn’t submitted to CBS because its
guidelines were similar to NBC’s.

But the commercial was sent to local
broadcast stations around the country and
to cable networks. Los Angeles, New
York and Atlanta were among the local
markets that aired the spot.

Donna Stein, spokeswoman for the
American Academy of Dermatology, said
Biederman’s public service ad “reached
millions of people and we felt he was very
courageous in sharing his important story.”

Biederman is survived by his wife of 39
years, Marna; son Jeff, a Nashville attorney;
daughter Melissa, an assistant attorney gen-
eral in Des Moines, Iowa; and a grandson.
Funeral arrangements weren’t disclosed.

Lawyer provided face for
skin cancer TV commercial

By The Associated Press 

SACRAMENTO — A bill requiring
landlords to give 60-days notice when
they want to evict long-term month-to-
month tenants is on its way to Gov. Gray
Davis after clearing a final legislative hur-
dle Wednesday.

The Senate voted 24-11 to send the bill
to the governor’s desk after agreeing to
changes made in the Assembly earlier
this year.

The bill, SB1403 by Sen. Sheila Kuehl,
D-Santa Monica, applies only to month-

to-month tenants who have rented from
the landlord for at least one year. Tenants
with less than one year can be asked to
leave within 30 days.

Most Senate Republicans opposed the
measure, calling it another burden on
landlords that will further constrict supply
of rental housing. But Democrats argued
it provides a more equal balance between
landlords and renters in tight markets.

The legislation also requires that land-
lords give 24 hours notice to enter their
rentals for inspections, except during
emergencies.

Senate sends bill for 60-day
notices to renters to Davis
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costs $1.50, a ride on the Carousel at Pier 39
in San Francisco costs $2 and the Santa Cruz
Beach Carousel goes for $3.00 a ride.

A ticket on the famous Coney Island
Carousel costs $2.50.

Tourists from around the country said
they were amazed at the low ticket prices
on Santa Monica’s carousel on Wednesday.

“Just go down the pier a bit and you’ll
realize what a bargain this is,” said Lenny
Jonas, who is vacationing with his family
from Denver, as he gestured toward
Pacific Park.

Steve Dunn from Key West, Fla., agreed.
“I was expecting to pay $5” he said.

“You can’t get anything like this for 50
cents back home or anywhere else for that
matter.”

Others said they thought it was fair for
the city council to raise the ticket price, as

long as the revenues went toward main-
taining the ornate amusement ride.

“Something like this probably needs a
lot of maintenance and people who enjoy
using it should probably pay for that
instead (of taxpayers),” said Lyria Mead,
of Hollywood. “It seems worth increasing
fares to keep this in good shape.”

Santa Monica purchased the carousel
in 1977 from a private owner and main-
tained all fares at 25 cents. Then in 1986,
the city raised the adult fare to 50 cents,
while keeping the child ticket price at 25
cents. The current fare increase marks the
first adjustment in almost two decades.

The amusement ride itself lasts two
minutes and reaches a top speed of 10
miles per hour, carousel employees said.
The ride’s music comes from a three-disc
CD-player, which shuffles through vari-
ous carousel tunes. 

The carousel remains to be one of the
pier’s most popular attractions. According
to city officials, more than 125,000 people
rode the carousel last year, and that num-
ber is lower than past years because the
carousel’s building had  been closed for a
month due to repairs.

The attraction has become so popular,
the city is currently working on adding a
carousel gift shop in the near future.

“We’ve had so many people request
carousel items,” Buegoff said. “So there
is definitely a demand for carousel
memorabilia.”

City may add gift shop
to carousel on the pier

forced to strike the provisions of the ordi-
nance pertaining to outside public feed-
ings from the overall ordinance, which
still stands and directs how the city
responds to homeless issues.

Many of the advocates who prevailed
in the past against the city’s attempts to
curb public feedings vowed more chal-
lenges to any future ordinances.

The move to investigate curbing public
feedings comes shortly on the heels of an
uprising of downtown business owners
and landlords who feel visitors do not
return to shops in Santa Monica because
of the hassles of dealing with panhandlers
and vagrants.

Business owners also say they are tired
of cleaning up after homeless who often
sleep in their doorways and go to the bath-
room on their properties.

Activists said homeless people are
forced to sleep on private property
because there’s not enough room in the
city’s shelters and because city laws pre-
vent them from sleeping in public parks.

They said if local business owners
want homeless residents not to urinate
and defecate on their properties, the city
should provide adequate public rest-
rooms. Four of the six public restrooms
downtown have been closed because of
safety concerns.

Activists say city should
provide better restrooms
FEEDINGS, from page 1

“The carousel has been 
a very popular 

location for children’s
birthday parties and as

a film location.”
— ELANA BUEGOFF

Santa Monica economic analyst

CAROUSEL, from page 1

By The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — The new anti-
secession group Asians for a United L.A.
said San Fernando Valley and Hollywood
independence would likely worsen the
lives of Asian-Americans, especially
recent immigrants and the working poor.

During a news conference with Mayor
James K. Hahn, city Public Works
Commissioner Ron Low said 1,400 of the
6,200 Asian-Americans now working for
the city of Los Angeles lack seniority to
protect their jobs if secession is successful
and job cuts are ordered.

“Secession is not a good thing for the
Asian-Pacific American community,” Low
said. “No one can guarantee the new cities

would adopt programs that provide out-
reach to minority and women businesses so
they can compete at the public trough.”

Low and more than 40 other Asian-
American community leaders appeared
with Hahn at the Korean Education
Complex in Koreatown.

“The reality is that if the Valley and
Hollywood break off, the Asian-Pacific
American community will be left behind in
a city that would have diminished clout in
Sacramento and Washington,” Hahn said.

Secession leader Richard Close, chair-
man of Valley VOTE, said the group gives
the false impression that the Asian-
American community is united against
San Fernando Valley cityhood.

Asian group against secession
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NOW OPEN
FOR LUNCH

New Hours 11:30am til Closing — No Cover Charge

Santa Monica’s Longest Running Comedy Store
Pint O’ Funny Thursday Night @ 8 pm

2941 Main St., Santa Monica • (310)396-4273 • www.obriens-frobar.com

Pub Quiz Wednesday Night 8pm 

winner receives a $75 Gift Certificate

Taxpayers cover football tickets
By The Associated Press

SAN DIEGO — City taxpayers paid $1.6 million to buy tickets that went unsold
for the Chargers’ opening exhibition game last weekend under a controversial deal
the city made five years ago with the NFL team.

Critics say the amount appears to be the highest ever paid under the arrangement,
which requires the city to ensure the team revenue equal to the sale of 60,000 gen-
eral admission seats per game through 2007.

For Saturday’s game against the Cardinals, the city bought 30,306 unsold tickets.
About 8,700 of them were distributed to city schools and community groups.

The city bought more tickets to a 2000 exhibition game, 30,708, but prices were
lower then and the city’s tab for that game came to $1.4 million.

The average price of tickets purchased by the city for Saturday’s game against the
Arizona Cardinals was $55.60. The Cardinals beat San Diego, 24-17.

Bruce Henderson, a longtime critic of the guarantee and a member of a new city
task force on Chargers issues, has asked the team to suspend the ticket-guarantee
deal and reimburse the city for past purchases.

The Chargers repeatedly have said they have no intention of altering the contract.

School district not responsible for boy’s death
By The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Jurors said the Palmdale School District wasn’t to blame for
the death of a 13-year-old boy during a Juniper Intermediate School fistfight in 1999.

The Superior Court jury in suburban Van Nuys deliberated less than a day before
reaching the verdict Tuesday in the negligence suit filed by the boy’s mother.

Mary Corson sued the district, alleging that lack of adult supervision contributed
to the death of her son Stephan from injuries suffered in the fight.

In an unusual split decision, jurors found that the school district had been negli-
gent in not better supervising the students as they prepared to leave campus for the
day. But the panel determined the negligence didn’t contribute to the teen’s death.

No money was awarded to his mother.
Corson attorney Melanie E. Lomax said she would ask Superior Court Judge

Richard A. Adler for a new trial.
Witnesses testified that Stephan Corson started the fight with a 14-year-old after

the other boy allegedly threw paper at him in class. Lomax said their teacher should
have noticed the tension between the boys and accompanied them outside at the end
of school, when the fight occurred.

Corson hit his chin on the pavement, causing a spinal cord injury, Lomax said.
He died 40 minutes later.

Sex customers could lose cars
By The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Impounding cars of those soliciting hookers could be the
newest tactic in battling prostitution.

Councilman Tom LaBonge said Tuesday he will ask the City Council to approve
a proposal that would allow the city to impound vehicles from prostitutes’ customers
for 30 days for a first arrest, 60 days for a second arrest and permanently seize them
on a third arrest.

It would not require a conviction of a crime since the LaBonge proposal calls for
civil action against the owner by saying the car was a public nuisance. The propos-
al is modeled on laws in Oakland and Stockton.

“If this was an oil spill, we’d have the federal government, the EPA, everyone all
over us for environmental pollution,” LaBonge said. “Well, this is just as bad. This
is community pollution of the worst sort and we are going to take back our streets.”

School board ups reward for arsonist
By The Associated Press

UPLAND — The school board boosted the reward offer for information leading
to the identification and conviction of an arsonist who caused at least $600,000
damage to Valencia Elementary School.

The Aug. 3 fire gutted two classrooms, two restrooms and a smaller special serv-
ices classroom. Four other classrooms have smoke and water damage.

The reward offer is now $16,000.
The Upland Unified School District Board of Education unanimously agreed

Tuesday to post $10,000 from its general budget. WeTIP, a Rancho Cucamonga-
based national crime tip agency, gave $1,000, and the district’s insurance carrier
provided $5,000.

“Somebody knows about this,” Superintendent Pete Watson said. “Somebody has
talked about this. It is just a matter of getting someone to say something.”

Classes start Sept. 3 and district officials have worked quickly to provide portable
classrooms and bathrooms for the displaced students, Watson said. The gutted class-
rooms will be demolished before the school year begins.

CALIFORNIA BRIEFS

ADVERTISE!
310-458-7737

Santa Monica Daily Press
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“Since LA Bridge installed 
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__Bill Foster,

Apple Computer

each account includes:
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• 7 days/week tech support

• 6MB personal web space

• free local dial-up acct 

• over 4000 worldwide dial-up 

locations for laptop users who 
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786k to 7.1M Now Available 

By The Associated Press

SANTA ANA — Orange County offi-
cials have taken the first tentative steps
toward doing business with investment
giant Merrill Lynch & Co. — eight years
after the county accused the firm of con-
tributing to its bankruptcy.

The county’s board of supervisors
Tuesday unanimously approved a policy
that requires any dealings with Merrill
Lynch to be made public and to be
approved in advance by supervisors.

“When I think of the bankruptcy, I
think of Merrill Lynch,” supervisor Jim
Silva said. “I really don’t want anything
to do with Merrill Lynch.”

Orange County declared bankruptcy in
December 1994 after then treasurer Robert
L. Citron invested county funds in interest
rate-sensitive securities. That strategy
turned sour when interest rates fell, result-
ing in the county losing $1.7 billion.

Officials blamed Merrill Lynch, accus-
ing it of failing to disclose risks associated
with such investments. Merrill Lynch offi-
cials said they had warned county officials.

The county sued the investment firm,
which agreed to pay more than $450 mil-
lion to settle the suit and end a criminal
investigation. The county recovered more
than $860 million from a series of law-

suits against brokerage firms.
Since then, the county has followed an

unofficial policy of not using the invest-
ment firm, a decision that the current
county treasurer says has cost the county
as much as $4 million over the past 4
years by reducing competition for the
county’s business.

“I’m not here to defend Merrill
Lynch,” county treasurer John Moorlach
told the supervisors Tuesday. “To me, it’s
like, OK, the war is over, let’s move on.”

Moorlach said through a spokesman
that Merrill Lynch will never have the
same kind of influence over county
finances that it did in 1994.

“All John wants is the ability to shop at
that store, not having Merrill Lynch serve
as a personal shopper, which they did under
Citron,” spokesman Bret Barbre said.

Although the new policy won unani-
mous approval, some supervisors remain
wary of using Merrill Lynch, citing a
recent decision by the firm to pay $100
million to settle charges by the New York
attorney general that its analysts gave
investors bad advice.

“He’s advocating let bygones be bygones
and let’s move forward, even though they
caused the most significant financial disas-
ter in the nation here in Orange County,”
supervisor Todd Spitzer said.

County moves forward on
working with Merrill Lynch

By The Associated Press

ANGELS CAMP — An animal rights
group has declared the famed Calaveras
County Jumping Frog Jubilee and similar
contests around the country cruel and
inhumane, saying frogs should not be
taken from their native habitat for human
entertainment.

Members of the Animal Protection
Institute, an 80,000-member animal
rights group based in Sacramento, are
encouraging other outraged frog lovers to
write letters to the directors of the annual
event in California’s gold country that
features the acrobatics of frogs memorial-
ized in Mark Twain’s classic 1865 short
story, “The Celebrated Jumping Frog of
Calaveras County.”

Animal rights advocate Larisa Bryski
says she remembers jumping frogs herself
when she made a bid for Miss Calaveras

County in 1988. Now, she’d prefer that
humans stop jostling the amphibians in
the hot summer sun altogether, saying
constant handling of the frog’s permeable
skin makes it easy for disease and infec-
tion to take hold.

Longtime Calaveras County Fair man-
ager Buck King said he’s not swayed. He
said the frogs are treated with respect and
noted all are returned to their shady
homes in ponds and streams.

“We are very conscious of how frogs
are treated. If any frogs are mistreated, we
deal with the person,” King said. “In fact
I’ve had to evict people from the fair-
grounds permanently.”

The county fair and frog jubilee are
held the third week of May each year at
the fairgrounds in Angels Camp. Between
2,500 and 3,000 frogs participate each
year, King said.

Frog contest called inhumane

BY EUGENE TONG
Associated Press Writer

LOS ANGELES — An ex-boyfriend
of former Playboy Playmate Anna Nicole
Smith pleaded innocent Wednesday to
charges that he called her repeatedly and
assaulted her neighbor after she broke up
with him.

Mark Hatten, 34, appeared in Los
Angeles County Superior Court in Van Nuys
on charges of battery, assault with a deadly
weapon, terrorist threats and stalking.

Attorney Peter Knecht said outside
court that his client was living in Arizona
at the time and was in Los Angeles visit-
ing relatives when he went to see Smith.

“He came to her house with flowers

and a friend,” Knecht said.
Smith, 34, was not in court for the

arraignment.
She became a reality TV star this

month when “The Anna Nicole Show,”
which documents her daily life, premiered
on E! Entertainment Television.

During a preliminary hearing last month,
Smith testified that her brief relationship
with Hatten ended in June 2000 after he
approached her with a knife in her home.
She never reported the incident to police.

Smith claimed Hatten called repeated-
ly and earlier this year said he was com-
ing over with a gun. Neighbor Rene
Navarro went over to Smith’s house to
persuade Hatten to leave but was alleged-
ly punched and kicked by the defendant.

Former beau of Anna Nicole
Smith denies stalking charges



By The Associated Press

PADUCAH, Ky. — A federal appeals court upheld
the dismissal of a $33 million lawsuit that blamed video
game makers, a pornographic Web site and a movie stu-
dio for a deadly 1997 school shooting spree.

“We find that it is simply too far a leap from shooting
characters on a video screen (an activity undertaken by
millions) to shooting people in a classroom (an activity
undertaken by a handful, at most),” Judge Danny Boggs
said in a ruling Tuesday by the three-judge panel of the
6th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in Cincinnati.

The lawsuit claimed the entertainment companies

exposed gunman Michael Carneal to violent and sexu-
al images.

On Dec. 1, 1997, Carneal, then 14, walked into
Heath High School near Paducah and opened fire,
killing three students. He is serving a life sentence.

Michael Breen, a lawyer for the plaintiffs, said they
haven’t decided whether to appeal.

Richard H.C. Clay, representing defendant Id
Software, said: “The First Amendment protects freedom
of expression, and that is precisely what we have here.”
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BY KAREN MATTHEWS
Associated Press Writer

NEW YORK — Stung by criticism of early plans to
redevelop the World Trade Center, project officials on
Wednesday invited architects worldwide to submit fresh
designs. They also said the final design won’t be chosen
until at least next spring.

“We are looking for excitement, creativity, energy,”
said Roland Betts, a board member of the Lower
Manhattan Development Corp., the city-state agency
charged with the project.

Betts acknowledged that the public considered the
six proposals released last month “mundane, boring,
pedestrian.”

But he said some popular components — such as a
promenade from the trade center to Battery Park, a sky-
line element to echo the lost towers and a preference for
keeping the “footprints” of the towers free from develop-
ment — would be incorporated into the new designs.

“I think in principle it’s a good idea to open up and

extend the process because no one has a monopoly on
good design,” said Richard Anderson, president of the
New York Building Congress, an association of con-
struction professionals.

The development board and the Port Authority of New
York and New Jersey, which owns the land, had original-
ly said they would pick three plans by the end of
September and narrow them to one by the end of the year.

The development corporation said it would choose up
to five design teams to prepare new plans. Three propos-

als will be chosen by the end of the year.
“We’re looking for the best ideas, wherever they can be

found,” said Alexander Garvin, vice president of planning,
design and development for the development corporation.

Betts said a final plan would be chosen in February
or March.

The original plans included a memorial to the 2,800
victims, a transportation hub and 11 million square feet
of office space plus a mall and hotel. The Port Authority
has said those features were dictated by the terms of its
lease with developer Larry Silverstein to replace space
lost in the collapsed towers.

But control of the 16-acre trade center site is now in
flux, and many unknown factors will affect what is built
there. The Port Authority is negotiating with the city over
possibly trading the 16 acres for Kennedy and La
Guardia airports.

The Port Authority, which was not represented at
Wednesday’s news conference, is also considering other
options that would allow for less office space at the site.

Officials open up design process for WTC site

By The Associated Press

BOSTON — A man who spent 30 years in prison for
a murder he did not commit — even though the FBI had
evidence to clear him — will sue the government for a
reported $300 million.

Calling 69-year-old Joseph Salvati a “casualty” of the
FBI’s war on organized crime, attorney Victor J. Garo
said he planned to notify the FBI on Wednesday he’s fil-
ing a lawsuit after discussions with the Department of
Justice failed to produce a “fair and reasonable compen-
sation package.”

Salvati, whose sentence was commuted in 1997, was
exonerated last year in the 1965 murder of Edward
“Teddy” Deegan. A judge ruled FBI agents, to protect an
informant, withheld evidence that would have proved
Salvati’s innocence.

Garo told the Boston Herald he drew the $300 million

figure from the amount in punitive damages the Iranian
government was ordered to pay journalist Terry
Anderson, a former Associated Press correspondent held
hostage for more than six years.

A federal judge ordered the Islamic Republic of Iran
to pay Anderson a total of $341.7 million.

“The Salvati case is worse than the Anderson case
because this was done by our own government to our
own citizen,” Garo said.

Garo claims the FBI in 1968 helped mob hit man
Joseph “The Animal” Barboza frame Salvati and three oth-
ers. The FBI then hid memos showing other men, includ-
ing an informant it wanted to protect, were the real killers.

The FBI in Boston declined to comment on Salvati’s
claim.

The Deegan murder has already spurred $375 million
in lawsuits filed on behalf of the other men, two of whom
died in prison, who were wrongly convicted.

Man wrongly convicted of murder
because of misdeeds; will sue for $300M

Suit blaming entertainment companies
in school shooting spree not reinstated

“We’re looking for the best ideas,
wherever they can be found.”

— ALEXANDER GARVIN
Vice president of planning
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Texas child abducted

Donna McWilliam/Associated Press
Television reporter Nelly Carreno, left, pats Salvador Chavez on the shoul-
der as he and his wife, Margarita, walk into the Abilene Police station
Wednesday. Their baby was abducted from the family minivan Tuesday as
Margarita returned a shopping cart in the store parking lot.

BY DERRILL HOLLY
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — City voting offi-
cials ordered Mayor Anthony A.
Williams’ re-election campaign on
Wednesday to pay $277,700 in fines for
submitting thousands of fraudulent signa-
tures on election petitions.

The violations ranged “from massive
forgeries to excessive fraud,” said
Stephen G. Callas, one of three members
of the District of Columbia Board of
Elections and Ethics. The panel voted
unanimously to levy the fine.

Last month, Williams was barred from
the Sept. 10 Democratic primary ballot
for failing to collect the required 2,000
valid signatures. About 10 percent of the
fine will be suspended if Williams agrees
to have his volunteers and campaign
workers trained to avoid future violations
of city election laws.

“The mayor has suffered public embar-
rassment,” said Benjamin F. Wilson, chair-

man of the panel that could have hit the
mayor with more than $1 million in fines.

“There were 5,465 obvious forgeries,”
Wilson said. Names appearing on the peti-
tions included actor Kelsey Grammar,
singer Billy Joel and U.N. Secretary
General Kofi Annan. The names of peti-
tion circulators were also forged.

According to the district’s registrar of vot-
ers, the petitions included thousands of sig-
natures she characterized as “kitchen table
forgeries.” Those petitions have now been
turned over to the U.S. Attorney’s office,
which is pursuing a criminal investigation of
about a half dozen petition circulators.

“I believe this fine is an excessive fine
under the circumstances,” said Williams,
noting that he has already been removed
from the ballot. The mayor said he has no
plans to appeal the ruling to the D.C.
Superior Court, and instead plans to move
on with the write-in campaign that now
provides his only chance of winning the
Democratic nomination.

Williams campaign fined
for election violations

BY DAVE CARPENTER
AP Business Writer

CHICAGO — United Airlines’ strug-
gling parent company said Wednesday it
may file for bankruptcy this fall unless it
can somehow cut costs.

“Unless we lower our costs dramatical-
ly, filing for bankruptcy protection will be
the only way we can ensure the compa-
ny’s future and the continued operation of
our airline,” Jack Creighton, United’s
chairman and CEO, said in a statement.

Three airlines have already filed for
bankruptcy protection this year, citing the
sluggish economy, competition from low-
cost carriers and a downturn in travel fol-
lowing the Sept. 11 attacks.

United, the nation’s No. 2 airline, would
be the biggest to seek protection from cred-

itors. The company lost a record $2.1 bil-
lion last year and another $851 million dur-
ing the first six months of 2002.

UAL Corp. said it was setting a 30-day
limit to try to reach agreements with
employee groups on cost-cutting. The
pilots’ union agreed to a 10 percent pay cut
this summer, but other groups have balked.

United is awaiting a decision on its
application for a $1.8 billion government-
backed loan that it says is necessary for it
to compete in a difficult market.
Creighton told employees this week that
the Air Transportation Stabilization Board
appears poised to reject the application
without more evidence of cost-cutting.

The airline said it is changing its busi-
ness plan to build a stronger, more cost-
competitive company, but gave no details.

Those payments total $875 million.

United Airlines’ parent says
bankruptcy possible by fall
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BY KAREL JANICEK
Associated Press Writer

PRAGUE, Czech Republic — Firefighters and vol-
unteers fought back river waters swamping the National
Theater and other landmarks Wednesday as unprecedent-
ed flooding that has killed at least 98 people across
Europe threatened this medieval city’s historic Old Town.

The raging Vltava River hit its highest point yet in the
flooding, just hours after police evacuated residents from
the capital’s quaint cobblestone center. Officials said the
evening hours would put hours of work and thousands of
sandbags to the test.

Flood waters gradually began receding late
Wednesday, raising spirits among officials who worked
around the clock to secure the city. No more torrential
rains — just scattered showers at most — were expected
in Prague over the next day or so; forecasts over the rest
of central Europe varied.

An 81-year-old man drowned after refusing to evacu-
ate his home in Pisek, 60 miles south of Prague, raising
the Czech Republic’s death toll to 10. Germany, also the
scene of devastating flooding, reported 10 deaths, with
six other people missing.

In Germany, raging waters cut off towns in Saxony
state and flooded parts of Dresden, including the famed
Semper-Oper opera house and the Zwinger palace, home
to a renowned collection of Renaissance paintings. More
than 20,000 people fled their homes.

Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder, visiting Grimma near
the swollen Mulde river, called the flooding the worst he
had seen.

“This is not a task for one state or for Saxony — this is a
task for Germany,” Schroeder said of the rebuilding effort.

Slovakia declared a state of emergency as the Danube
River rose dangerously high in the capital, Bratislava.
There were widespread power outages and people used
boats to get to work.

The extreme rains in Europe are not a result of El Nino
and should not be blamed on global warming, said
Christophe Cassou, a climate expert at the National

Center for Atmospheric Research in Boulder, Colo.
Although scientists believe global warming will create
more episodes of extreme weather, no single episode can
confidently be attributed to it, he said Wednesday.

Instead, a strong high pressure area off Spain and a
strong low pressure area between Iceland and Norway
are setting the stage for more storms and heavy rainfall in
central and eastern Europe, Cassou said.

Devastating flooding has not been limited to Europe
this summer.

In Asia, flood waters poured into the capital of a
remote northeastern Indian state and mudslides swept
through a Nepalese village as the death toll from two
months of seasonal monsoon rains rose to nearly 900 in
India, Nepal and Bangladesh, officials said Wednesday.

China also has experienced summer storms and flood-
ing that have killed more than 800 people.

Most of Europe’s casualties since flooding began Aug. 2
have been in Russia, where the death toll rose by one on
Wednesday to 59 — mostly Russian tourists vacationing on
the Black Sea who were swept away by water last week.

That toll could rise since 30 cars and buses remain on
the sea floor, unchecked yet by authorities. New storm
warnings were issued.

In Austria, where at least seven people have died, the
swollen Danube River flooded a popular Vienna island
used for recreation and picnics, submerging small restau-
rants and stalls.

But the mighty river receded in some stricken villages
and was rising at a slower rate in others, authorities said
Wednesday. Austria’s national weather service, mean-
while, said the torrential rains that unleashed the cata-
strophic flooding were over.

An Austrian government aid package will channel
$640 million in assistance to flooded areas.

In the neighboring Czech Republic, the Vltava hit its
highest level yet — 25 1/2 feet — by midafternoon.
Although forecasters were hopeful the worst downpours
had passed, heavy wind gusts threatened to drive flood
waters farther into downtown Prague.

Tourists and other onlookers swarmed to the river’s
edge, watching the menacing, brown waters roil just a few
feet under the arcs of the capital’s ornate bridges. Two sea
lions that escaped from Prague’s zoo swam in the river.

Prague battles rising river as flood death toll rises to 98

BY JOHN LEICESTER
Associated Press Writer

PARIS — Vivendi Universal, the tee-
tering French media conglomerate,
reported a massive loss of $12 billion for
its first half and said it will sell $10 billion
in assets as it seeks to pare debt, including
the U.S. publisher Houghton Mifflin.
Adding insult to injury, a ratings agency
downgraded the company’s debt to junk.

Investors punished Vivendi’s shares
Wednesday on the Paris exchange, send-
ing them down 25 percent to the lowest
level since at least June 1994.

The sale of Houghton Mifflin, which
the company only bought last year for
$1.7 billion, appeared to mark a first step
toward breaking up the entertainment and
media empire built up by Vivendi’s for-
mer chairman, Jean-Marie Messier, in a
whirlwind of costly acquisitions.

In all, Vivendi said it hopes to dispose
of at least $9.8 billion worth of assets —
half of them within nine months, the rest
within two years.

“We are facing a liquidity problem,”
said chairman Jean-Rene Fourtou, who
took over July 3 after Messier’s ouster.
Fourtou said he would “try to avoid any
fire sale, but we have negotiations that
could be concluded very soon if the price
was lowered.”

Despite the announced sell-off, ana-
lysts remained concerned about Vivendi’s
debts of $18.6 billion. If water and waste
utilities unit Vivendi Environnement is
included, company debts stood at $34.3
billion, Vivendi said.

Debt-rating agency Standard & Poor’s
slashed Vivendi’s long-term corporate
credit rating to junk status, after the com-

pany reported net losses Wednesday of
$12 billion for the first six months of 2002.

Joseph D’Virgilio, telecommunications
analyst for French banking giant Societe
Generale, called the downgrade “a very
serious development” that could “inhibit the
company’s ability to successfully sort out its
liquidity crisis and avoid bankruptcy.”

S&P warned of a further downgrade if
Vivendi does not get new funding within a
month.

Fourtou said Vivendi has “reached a
framework for agreement” with seven
banks for a new $2.94 billion credit facil-
ity and expects it to be signed by the end

of August. The credit line will include
$980 million banks agreed to last month
that has still not been used, Fourtou said.

“This will allow Vivendi to buy the
time necessary to implement the best con-
ditions for the necessary sale of business-
es,” he said.

Vivendi’s first-half losses were widened
by a $10.8 billion charge to reflect a write-
down in the value of its assets and another
financial provision of $3.3 billion.

Analysts were expecting better. They
had anticipated writedowns of between
$4.9 billion and $9.8 billion to reflect the
drop in value of media assets and holdings.

Vivendi has come under increasing
pressure from its board and shareholders
to sell assets to reduce debts and boost its
shares, which were sharply down this year
even before Wednesday’s beating.

It was not immediately clear whether
Houghton Mifflin, which supplies text-
books and published J.R.R. Tolkien’s
“The Lord of the Rings” in the United
States, was among assets earmarked for
sale within nine months. But Fourtou said
“we have numerous potential buyers.”

Vivendi directors approved the sale at a
board meeting Tuesday, the company said
in a statement.

BY FRANCES D’EMILIO
Associated Press Writer

VATICAN CITY — It takes the patience of a saint and a good
measure of faith these days to stand sweating in some of the
longest lines in decades in hopes of seeing the Sistine Chapel
and other masterpieces in the Vatican Museums.

In what many Romans describe as the longest waits in mem-
ory, lines of tourists have been snaking down the boulevard that
follows the Vatican City’s walls and all the way back to St.
Peter’s Square.

On Tuesday, the queue even stretched across St. Peter’s
Square, making the line of waiting humanity outside the muse-
um entrance a good mile long.

“The line took two hours and 36 minutes — I timed it,” said
Jeff Marxen, an 18-year-old student from San Diego who
braved the wait on Monday. “Our tour guide said it was the
longest she’d ever seen.”

Cab drivers, commuters and tourist guides agree they’ve
never seen anything like this before, but the why of the mega-
queues is a mystery.

Is it all due to the reputation of the Museums as one of the
world’s finest troves of art treasures? Anti-terrorist security? Or

disgruntled guards holding up the works?
The museums’ director, Francesco Buranelli, in an interview

on Vatican Radio on Tuesday, implied that scrupulous security
checks with metal detectors and X-ray machines to screen bags
and knapsacks were to blame.

Italian authorities have said that the Vatican, for its tourist-
drawing power and religious significance, could be a target for
terrorists in the post-Sept. 11 world.

“All the tourists are grateful for the controls,” Buranelli said.
The Italian news agency ANSA said the long wait apparent-

ly was at least in part to blame on a protest by unhappy guards.
British tour guide Julia Charity said security guards were appar-
ently disgruntled after being searched when a visitor’s wallet
went missing — although museum officials said they hadn’t
heard about such an incident.

Charity said the security checks were especially slow the last
few days, as guards let only one person at a time put bags
through the machine and pick them up after the check.

“Yesterday, I told my group there was absolutely no way
we’d get into the museum” before closing, Charity said
Tuesday.

Some tourists, feet aching and heads baking in the sun, took
shortcuts.

Vivendi Universal reports big first-half loss, will sell assets

Line for Vatican Museums longest in decades

Christof Stache/Associated Press
Two men stand at the edge of a street destroyed by
floodwaters in the city of Glashuette, near Dresden,
eastern Germany, Wednesday. After more than a
week of heavy rainfall, flooding has hit many parts of
Europe, killing at least 94 people.
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BY DOUG FERGUSON
AP Golf Writer

CHASKA, Minn. — Phil Mickelson
can explain how to make the ball spin
sideways when it lands on the green. He
knows the depth chart of nearly every
NFL team. He can fly a plane. He can tell
you about black holes and constellations.

He has an answer for everything —
except the question on everyone’s mind.

Why haven’t you won a major?
“I know how to fix it, and I’m trying to

resolve that,” Mickelson said.
There is only one solution.
His next chance to win — and last

chance this year — starts Thursday in the
PGA Championship at Hazeltine National
Golf Club, a course Mickelson knows bet-
ter than most of his contemporaries.

Mickelson has been so good for so long
that he qualified for the 1991 U.S. Open at
Hazeltine as a 20-year-old amateur and
tied for 55th.

“When I played here as an amateur, no
one expected me to play well,” he said.

They do now.
Mickelson is a special talent. He has 21

victories on the PGA Tour, which puts
him in elite company — just not the kind
he prefers. Only Harry “Lighthorse”
Cooper (31) and MacDonald Smith (24)
have won more times on tour without
claiming a major championship.

And while Mickelson has never held
the 54-hole lead in a major, he has fin-
ished second or third in five of the last 14
majors, dating to his runner-up finish to
Payne Stewart at the 1999 U.S. Open.

The burden of being the best player
never to have won a major is getting about
as big as the Mall of America.

“I truly feel from the bottom of my
heart that he’s going to win several
majors,” good friend Tom Lehman said.
“Once he wins, he’s going to win a bunch.
You can write that down and mark my
words on it.”

That won’t make the task any easier at
Hazeltine.

Tiger Woods is the favorite this week
and every week, the result of winning
seven of the last 12 majors. Other top con-

tenders in the strongest field ever at a
major championship include British Open
champion Ernie Els and defending PGA
champion David Toms.

All of them have what Mickelson does-
n’t — concrete proof they have the game
and the mettle to win a major.

“Guys that have won multiple tour
events but never won a major, they still
have that doubt,” Toms said. “I know Phil
Mickelson probably has that doubt in the
back of his mind. Everybody keeps asking
about the majors. That probably weighs
on him coming down the stretch.”

Woods is more likely to remember his
eight major victories than his 81 in the
British Open should he find himself in
contention yet again. If it looks like majors
come easily to Woods, there’s a reason
besides the fact that he’s very good.

“Because I won one early in my career
(the ’97 Masters by 12 strokes), it certain-
ly relaxed me in knowing that I could han-
dle it,” Woods said. “That took a big bur-
den off of me. Winning that one, I think,
set me up for the rest. And then from
there, once I put myself in contention, I
could always say, ’I’ve done it before.”’

Mickelson says he doesn’t feel any
more pressure at the last major of the year
than he did in April at the Masters, when
he had a whole slate of majors in front of
him and every reason to believe this
would be the year he broke through.

“The feeling at Augusta is that you’re
trying to get your game sharp and hope-
fully contend,” Mickelson said. “You
know you have something to fall back on.
It’s almost like playing best ball. You
know that if you don’t make birdie, your
partner still may. You may win one of the
last couple.

“The PGA Championship, you don’t
have that feeling,” he said. “The thought
process going in is to give every ounce of
energy to performing the best you can this
week. It’s like the last mile in a marathon.
You really try to push yourself hard to get
all you can out of your game for this one
particular week.”

The penalty for hitting the wall? Eight
months to ponder what went wrong, and
to answer more questions about why he

hasn’t won the big one.
“There a long time between majors

now,” he said.
It’s not like he has blown a 2-foot putt

(Scott Hoch at the Masters) or a six-stroke
lead (Greg Norman at the Masters) or made
a dumb decision (Jean Van de Velde).

Mickelson has been within two strokes
of the lead going into the final round
seven times in the majors. Seven times,
someone else has played better.

Only once has he had a lead late in the
final round. That was at Pinehurst, where he

bogeyed the 16th to fall into a tie, missed a
short birdie putt on No. 17 to lose the lead
and then saw Stewart make a memorable
par putt on the 18th to beat him.

First he has to get to the top on the back
nine Sunday. Then he has to finish it off.

And only then will the questions stop.
For his part, Mickelson isn’t about to

panic. Even if he doesn’t win a major this
year, he says his game is progressing and
the fact he’s consistently in the hunt at the
majors indicates that he’s headed in the
right direction.

BY JOHN NADEL
AP Sports Writer

LOS ANGELES — Los Angeles
Lakers star Shaquille O’Neal reportedly
could have surgery on his arthritic big toe
in the next two weeks and might miss
several games of the upcoming season.

Citing sources close to O’Neal, the Los
Angeles Times reported Wednesday that
Dr. Robert Mohr, chief of podiatric sur-
gery at the UCLA Medical Center, is
expected to perform the procedure.

Healing typically requires three
months, the newspaper said, adding that
O’Neal has been told he should be able to
walk the day of the procedure, could be
running in fewer than six weeks and play-
ing by early or mid-November.

The three-time defending champion
Lakers open training camp Oct. 1 and
begin the regular season Oct. 29 against
San Antonio.

Lakers spokesman Mike Uhlenkamp said
general manager Mitch Kupchak has been in
touch with O’Neal about his right toe.

“The organization will make a com-

ment when it’s more appropriate, which
would be when Shaq does decide to have
surgery, if that’s the route he chooses,”
Uhlenkamp said.

Michael Parris, O’Neal’s co-agent and
manager, refused comment, and a man
answering Mohr’s office phone in Santa
Monica said he was on vacation.

O’Neal was on the injured list twice
last season because of pain from his toe,
missing 15 games. He averaged 27.2
points and 10.7 rebounds — below his
career averages — and wasn’t the same
player he’d been previously on defense.

However, the 30-year-old O’Neal
stepped up his game when it counted the
most, dominating the inside in the last two
games of the Western Conference finals,
when the Lakers beat Sacramento, and the
NBA Finals, when they swept New Jersey.

When O’Neal went on the injured list
the first time, team physician Dr. Steve
Lombardo said surgery was a last option.

O’Neal said he didn’t want to go through
another season like last one and would con-
sider his options over the summer.

BY DAN LEWERENZ
Associated Press Writer

SOUTH WILLIAMSPORT, Pa. — A
team from New York captures the imagi-
nation of its community, then conquers
the opposition on its way to the Little
League World Series. But allegations
swirl about ineligible players.

Here we go again.
With the Little League World Series set

to open Friday, Little League is investigat-
ing allegations the Harlem team that won
the Mid-Atlantic Regional did it with play-
ers from outside the league’s boundaries.

Newsday reported Wednesday that as
many as three players, including star
pitcher Alibay Barkley, live outside the
Harlem Little League district, according
to neighbors.

Last summer’s Little League World
Series in South Williamsport, Pa., was
dogged by scandal when Bronx, N.Y., pitch-
er Danny Almonte was discovered to be too
old to play. Almonte’s team was forced to
forfeit its third-place finish after officials
determined he was 14 instead of 12.

Last week, Little League received two
anonymous messages claiming three of
Harlem’s players lived outside the team
boundaries and that several players were too
old. To be eligible for this year’s tournament,
players could not turn 13 before Aug. 1.

Those charges were investigated and
disproved, Little League officials said.

But Newsday reported that three Harlem
players appear to live outside the district —
Barkley and shortstop-pitcher Jeremy
“Jeter” Lopez in the Hunts Point section of
the Bronx, and third baseman-pitcher

Andrew Diaz in Washington Heights.
Lance Van Auken, the spokesman for

Little League and a member of the com-
mittee that investigates eligibility ques-
tions, said Wednesday the new allegations
involve different players, and that Little
League was investigating. If the team did
use ineligible players, they may have to
forfeit their last game.

Barkley was the starting pitcher and hit
a two-run homer Tuesday night when
Harlem beat Lehigh Little League of
Bethlehem, Pa., 5-4 in seven innings to
reach the World Series.

“We have gone to the league and asked
them for documentation to show that the
players named are eligible,” Van Auken
said. “It wouldn’t do us any good to spec-
ulate beyond that, because we don’t know
what they’ll come back to us with.”

One of the Harlem coaches, Bill
McGee, declined to discuss the allega-
tions Wednesday.

“We’re just getting settled in here. If you
have any questions about baseball, we’ll be
happy to talk about it,” he said. “But if you
have any questions about anything else,
you should ask the league officials.”

In Hunts Point, one teenager said
Barkley was definitely a local resident.

“He lives here,” said Omar Camacho,
13, of the Bronx, who said Barkley was a
regular at local pickup games. “I’ve
known him for a while. He told me he
lives with his mother and two sisters.”
Another teenager also said Lopez lived in
Hunts Point.

But simply living outside the Harlem
league’s boundaries might not make them
ineligible.

Unful-Philled: One last chance for Mickelson this year

Shaquille O’Neal might have
surgery on arthritic big toe

Doug Mills/Associated Press
Tiger Woods blasts a shot from a bunker on the fifth hole at Hazeltine National
Golf Club in Chaska, Minn., on Wednesday during his final practice round for
the PGA Championship, which begins Thursday.

Questions surface about
Little League team from NY
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Reality Check®

By Dave Whammond
Speed Bump®

By Dave Coverly

Natural Selection®

By Russ Wallace

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
by Chuck Shepard 

Gang cries it has a constitutional right to carry guns
Eleven alleged members of San Francisco's Big Block street gang claimed in a court filing in

June that they have a constitutional right to carry guns, pointing to a declaration last year by U.S.
Attorney General John Ashcroft that changed the law. Previously, the Justice Department had
thought that Second Amendment rights applied only to state militias, but Ashcroft declared in
May 2001 that henceforth, the Second Amendment would be regarded as giving fundamental
gun-toting rights to individuals. Nonetheless, in July 2002, the federal judge trying the Big Block
gang declined to dismiss the gun charges.

NO ARTIFICIAL FLAVORS, COLORS OR
PRESERVATIVES ADDED. NEVER

PROCESSED, PICKED FRESH DAILY.
100% ORGANIC NEWS ...

Santa Monica Daily Press
310.458.7737

Fax: 310.576.9913
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WE ARE THE CLASSIEST GIG IN TOWN!
Call Angela at the Santa Monica Daily Press

310.458.7737 ext.101

Turn clutter into cash. Classifieds for $1 per day.
up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word 

call 310-458-7737 and sell that trunk full of junk that is collecting dust.

Creative

$99.00 PORTRAIT hand 
painted from your favorite 
photo. Real canvas. Great 
gift idea! (310)664-1434.

www.99DollarPortrait.com

STARVING ARTIST? Show-
case your work through promo-
tion in the classifieds! easily 
reach over 15,000 interested 
readers for a buck a day! Call 
(310)458-7737 to place your ad 
today.

Employment
ATTENTION LOCAL EMPLOY-
ERS! The Santa Monica Daily 
Press is your ticket to future 
employees that live in the area! 
Ask about our hiring guarantee! 
Call (310)458-7737 to place 
your ad today.

BABYSITTER WANTED My SM 
home or yours. Some evenings 
and weekends. Mom’s prefer-
red. (310)463-5517

EXPERIENCED TELESALES
person needed. Outbound clas-
sified ad sales. Experience pre-
ferred. Self starter. Plenty of 
leads. Aggressive pay/commis-
sion structure. Call 310-458-
7737 x 104.

PRODUCTION 
ASSISTANT NEEDED

The Daily Press is looking for 
a part-time production assis-
tant. Proficient in Quark 4.1, 
Photoshop 6. & Illustrator 8.
Flexible hours. Fax Resume 
to (310)576-9913  ATT: Del

WORK FROM HOME. Inter-
national wellness company.
Opening five new divisions.
Work around your schedule.
Full training and support.
$500-2500 a month part-
time. $3,000-$7500 plus full 
time. (800)267-3909.

For Sale
LADIES STORE Merchandise.
Including showcase, cash coun-
ter, glass diplays, etc. $5,000 
OBO. (310)399-3397

SANTA MONICA furniture busi-
ness for sale. Great deal, must 
sell, very good location. Willing 
to carry inventory more than 
75K, asking only 45K.
(818)472-6033.

SEA KAYAK Cobra Explorer sit 
on top. White with rear cut out 
for scuba, fins and snorkel or 
beer cooler. Two hatches, seat, 
paddle, and leg straps. Good 
condition. Excellent boat for 
surf, exploring, or just tooling 
around. Everything for $400.00.
(310)922-4060

SWITCHBLADES CALIFORNIA
legal, 10 Models, $25.00 each.
Call the Knife Dude @ 
(310)962-9071.

For Sale
TWO ELECTRIC Beach cruis-
ers. E.V. Warriors, fully-
dressed, LED Turnsignals, 
brakelights, rearview mirrors, 
headlight, speedometer, 6 
speed. Both bikes, $1200.00
(818)202-3827

Furniture
100% ITALIAN Leather set 
w/couch and loveseat. Brand 
new, still in crate. List $2495.00.
Sacrafice, $895.00. Can deliver! 
(310)350-3814.

BRAND NEW Italian leather so-
fa. Beautiful! Still in bubble 
wrap. Must move! Cost 
$995.00. Sacrafice $495.00.
Can deliver! (310)350-3814

DELUXE OAK roll-top desk.
Holds computer and much 
more! 60”x36”x54” Beautiful 
desk! $1250.00 OBO (310)386-
8691

KING DOUBLE Pillowtop Mat-
tress Set. Brand new in original 
wrapper. List $895.00. Sacra-
fice $295.00. Must sell! 
(310)350-3814.

QUEEN CHERRY Sleigh Bed.
Solid Wood. New in box. Worth 
$750. Sacrafice $295 (310)350-
3814.

QUEEN DOUBLE Pillowtop 
Mattress Set. Brand name, still 
in plastic with Warranty. List 
$595.00. Sacrifice $135.00.
(310)350-3814.

Pets
AKC SHAR-PEI pups, breeding 
pairs, solid & flowered.
(760)253-3802.

Jewelry

INSTANT
CASH FOR OLD

JEWELRY AND OTHER 
UNUSUAL OLD 

INTERESTING THINGS.
(310)393-1111

Wanted

NURSE AID companion needed 
quadriplegic male, for live in, in 
exchange for room, board and 
salary. (323)850-8517

For Rent
MARINA DEL Rey Peninsula.
$1695.00 Large 1 bdrm/1ba, 
very charming with hardwood 
floors, arched windows and ceil-
ings, new paint, fireplace, stove, 
refrigerator, 1 year lease. No 
pets. (310)396-4443.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

For Rent
MARINA PENINSULA
$4995.00 3bdrm/3.5 bath beach 
front condo in newer luxury 
building with amazing ocean 
and mountain views, gourmet 
kitchen, W/D, steam/shower, ja-
cuzzi bathtub and much more.
Must see to appreciate. 1 year 
lease, no pets. (310)396-4443

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

MARKET YOUR apartment in 
the only comprehensive, local 
guide that is FREE to renters! 
For a buck a day, you can’t af-
ford not to! Call (310)458-7737 
to place your classified ad to-
day.

MDR ADJACENT $1400.00 
2+2, gated building, subterrani-
an parking, AC, newer building, 
courtyard area, quiet neighbor-

hood, laundry room, 1 year 
lease, no pets. (310)578-9729

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

MDR ADJACENT $825.00 Stu-
dio, gated building, subterranian 
parking. Newer building with 
courtyard area, quiet neighbor-
hood. Laundry room, 1 year 
lease, no pets. (310)578-9729

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

NEW STUDIO Apartments 
from $1100.00 to $1400.00. Six 
blocks from the beach. Three 
blocks from Third St. Prome-
nade area! Waiting list forming 
now. (310)656-0311.
www.breezesuites.com

SANTA MONICA $1120.00, 1st.
1br, New Bldg, microwave, d/w, 
frig, air, crpt,pkng.(310)899-
9917  (310)795-7616

SANTA MONICA $1250.00 
Spacious 2 bdrms, hrdwd flrs, 
balcony, lrg clsts, yard, pkng.
Westside Rentals  395-RENT

SANTA MONICA $1300.00 
Charming 2 bdrms, stove, crpts, 
lrg clsts, garage. Westside 
Rentals 395-RENT

SANTA MONICA $1795.00 
2+2, very light and airy, front 
unit, private, new crpt/applian-
ces. (310)383-7080

SANTA MONICA $1850.00 
2bdrm/2ba, wood floors, french 
doors, N. of Wilshire, parking 
available, on-site laundry.
(310)451-2178

SANTA MONICA $870.00  Co-
zy 1 bdrm, CAT OK, r/s, crpts, 
lndry, pkng, util incl. Westside 
Rentals 395-RENT

SANTA MONICA $900.00 
Clean & Cozy 1 bdrm, CAT OK, 
r/s, hrdwd flrs, lndry, pkng.
Westside Rentals 395-RENT

SANTA MONICA $995.00 
1bdrm w/ stove and refrigerator.
Upper. (310)450-0646

For Rent
SANTA MONICA $995.00  1 
bdrm, CAT OK, r/s, crpts, lrg 
clsts, pool, lndry, pkng. West-
side Rentals 395-RENT

SM $2100.00 2bdrm/2ba, 3 
blocks from ocean. Hardwood 
floors, balcony, oceanview.
Available Aug. 20th. (310)399-
1273

SM $3200.00/NEGOTIABLE
3bdrm/2.5ba townhouse, N.
Montana, 2 enclosed car ga-
rage, AC, fireplace, no pets.
(310)393-8971

VENICE $650.00 Unfurnished 
studio, no pets. R/S, hardwood 
floors. Bright, painted. Month to 
month. (310)392-1871

VENICE $795.00 Very nice, 
sunny studio 1/2 block from 

beach, new paint, new carpet, 
very clean, large closet, 1 year 
lease, no pets. (310)396-4443

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH $1995.00 In-
credible, large work/live space.
Free standing brick building, ex-
posed brick walls, w/new kitch-
en and bath. One block from 
the ocean. 14 ft ceilings, sky-
lights, concrete floors, parking, 
1 year lease, no pets. (310)466-
9778.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH $2100.00 
Craftsman duplex 1/2 block 
from the beach, 2 bedroom, 2 
bath upper, hardwood floors.
Top floor, fireplace. Beautiful 
building. Has been totally up-
graded, 2 car gated parking. 1 
year lease. No pets. (310)396-
4443.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH $2500.00 
Residential loft, completely ren-
ovated. 1bdrm/2ba, oakwood 
floors, high ceilings, roogtop pa-
tio, balcony, 2 car parking, lots 
of windows, lots of storage.
Great looking unit. Open house 
Sat 10am to 2pm. (310)396-
4443

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH $795.00 Sun-
ny studio 1 block from beach.
Hardwood floors and full kitch-
ens. Nery clean, security build-
ing. 1 year lease, no pets.
(310)396-4443.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE SPACIOUS (1170 sq.
ft.) 2bdrm/2ba apartment in 
well-kept three-unit building.
huge closets. New refrigerator, 
carpets, paint, window treat-
ments. Walking distance to 
beach. Laundry on premises.
(310)714-3295.

For Rent
VENICE BEACH front 1930’s 
bath house. $995.00 Complete-
ly renovated 4-story brick build-
ing with lots of charm and un-
beatable views of the ocean, 
mountains and sunsets. Single 
w/full kitchen and bathroom, 
w/exposed brick. Laundry room, 
water and gas paid. 1 year 
lease, no pets. (310)450-1934.

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

Houses For Rent
MARKET YOUR rental house in 
the only comprehensive, local 
guide that is FREE to renters.
For a buck a day, you can’t af-
ford not to! Call (310)458-7737 
to place your classified ad to-
day.

SANTA MONICA $1250.00 
Cozy Bungalow, CAT OK, r/s, 
hrdwd flrs, lndry, yard, pkng.
Westside Rentals  395-RENT

SANTA MONICA $1300.00 
Dplx, r/s, hrdwd flrs, deck, clse 
to beach & 3rd St., pkng. West-
side Rentals  395-RENT

SANTA MONICA $1350.00 
Cozy Gst Hse, PET OK, r/s, 
hrdwd flrs, patio, w/d, pkng.
Westside Rentals 395-RENT

SANTA MONICA $1400.00  Tri-
Level Twnhse, r/s, crpts, d/w, 
balcony, a/c, lrg clsts, lndry, ga-
rage. Westside Rentals 395-
RENT

SANTA MONICA $950.00 
Charming Hse, PET OK, r/s, 
crpts. pkng, a must see!  West-
side Rentals 395-RENT

SM OCEAN Park $3800.00 
4bdrm/3bath house. Spa, lovely 
yard. Available Sept. 1. Pets ok.
(310)452-6121.

Roommates
S.M. $850.00 Ninth & Wilshire.
2bdrm, utilities/cable free, large, 
$7000.00 recently paid for new 
furniture. (310)394-1050

W. LA $500.00 per month. Pool 
house, share bath, partial utilit-
ies. Refrigerator, microwave, 
oven, toasteroven. Available 
now! Elaine (310)391-2718

Commercial Lease
ABBOT KINNEY High ceilings, 
architectural design, own bath, 
parking, sky-lights. 930,1,350, 
2,300 sq. ft. (949)723-5232.

COMMERCIAL SPACE can be 
leased quickly if you market to 
the right crowd. Reach local 
business owners by running 
your listing in the Daily Press.
Call (310)458-7737 to place 
your listing for only a buck a 
day.

RETAIL OFFICE on Wilshire in 
Santa Monica. 2116 Wilshire 
Blvd. Fred (310)476-5511.

Commercial Lease
VENICE $695.00 250 sq. ft. of-
fice space with bathroom. High 
ceiling. large window. Fresh 
paint. Just off Abbot Kinney. 1 
year lease. (310)396-4443

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

VENICE BEACH $1750.00 Of-
fice space with 4 parking 
spaces, one big room with high 
ceilings, skylights and rollup 
door. (310)396-4443

Elly Nesis Company, Inc.
www.ellynesis.com

Real Estate
WAREHOUSE OR Loft Style 
living. Quiet neighborhood. High 
celings. Kitchen. 2 bathrooms.
2000 sq/ft. Corner lot. M2 Zone.
$210,000. Broker 323-654-
0478.

Storage Space
SINGLE CAR Garage - En-
closed @ 1217 9th St., Santa 
Monica. $160.00/mo Manuel 
(310)391-1409

Vehicles for sale
94 FORD Escort Wagon. Blue, 
great condition. Brand new 
brakes, new tires, clean title.
Runs like a top. Sport racks, 
A/C, seats 5. CD player, 5 
speed manual. Blue Book 
3,360. Will sacrifice for $3,100.
310-922-4060.

97’ ACURA 3.2TL Black, tan 
leather, 86K, sunroof, loaded, 
excellent condition. $13,000 
(310)207-9221

Massage

MASSAGE CARING,
soothing, relaxing full body 
therapeutic, Swedish / back 
walking. You will melt in my 
magic hands! 
Home/hotel/office/outdoors 
ok. 1-4 hours. Non sexual 
out call. Anytime or day.
Page Doris  (310)551-2121.

MASSAGE  ENJOY a really 
great, amazing and wonder-
ful full body massage.
Swedish, deep-tissue and 
Tantra. (Platonic only!) No 
time limit. Will come to you.
24/7  Cute, slim, fit, petite 
mature chocolate. 14 
years experience. Dolly’s 
pager (310)236-9627.

MASSAGE THERAPIST
C.M.T., M.S., Therapeutic mas-
sage with specialty in physically 
challenged elderly and rehabili-
tation. Burke (310)459-5973.

STRONG & soothing deep-
tissue by fit therapist. Platon-
ic. Intro: $35/90min. Paul:
(310)741-1901.
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Today
CCoommmmuunniittyy

The Westside Walkers, a FREE program spon-
sored by UCLA Healthcare's 50-Plus Program!
Walking programs for adults 50 or older looking for
safe, low-impact exercise in a comfortable environ-
ment. The Westside Walkers meet Tuesdays and
Thursdays, from 8 a.m. To 10 a.m., at Westside
Pavilion, Pico Blvd. Between Overland Ave. and
Westwood Blvd. In West LA. For more information
about the program, call (800)516-5323.

Senior Suppers - Discounted meals for people
AGE 55 or older are served daily, from 3:30 p.m.
To 7 p.m., in the cafeteria at Santa Monica-UCLA
Medical Center, 1250 16th Street in Santa
Monica. $3.69 Info only: (310)319-4837.

CCllaasssseess

Dharma at the Clubhouse. A weekly book and
multi-media study group, no fee. Applying stud-
ies of Buddhism-Dharma into our daily lives.
Every Thursday night at the Clubhouse at
Douglas Park, 25th & Wilshire. 7:30 - 9pm. Dan
(310) 451-4368  www.santamonivcakksg.org

Los Angeles Arts Academy, Summer Art Camp
in Santa Monica & Westchester. Ages 5 to 13
years old. Lots of fun: art, acting, singing,

karaoke, drawing, sculpture, drum circles, field
trips & more! June 24 through August 16, M-F. 9
a.m. To 3 p.m. (except field trip days). Now
enrolling! laarts@earthlink.net.

TThheeaatteerr  //  AArrttss

Santa Monica Playhouse is proud to present
Picon Pie! The World Premiere of a joyous and
poignant musical play about the life and loves of
legendary Molly Picon. Admission is $23.50.
Show starts at 8:00 p.m. 1211 4th Street, Santa
Monica. For more information please call
(310)394-9779 or visit www.santamonicaplay-
house.com.

MMuussiicc  //
EEnntteerrttaaiinnmmeenntt

Komdey Krunch. UnUrban Coffeehouse. 3301
Pico Blvd., Santa Monica, (310)315-0056.

Comedy Underground - SPLAT! Stand up comedy.
$5.00, 8:30 p.m. 320 Wilshire Blvd. (310)451-1800.

Rusty's Surf Ranch, 256 Santa Monica Pier.
Walls and ceilings are lined with one of the area's
largest collections of pre-1970's surfboards.
Cover varies. Full bar. All ages. (310)393-7386.

Friday

CCoommmmuunniittyy

Senior Suppers - Discounted meals for people
AGE 55 or older are served daily, from 3:30 p.m.
To 7 p.m., in the cafeteria at Santa Monica-UCLA
Medical Center, 1250 16th Street in Santa
Monica. $3.69 Info only: (310)319-4837.

CCllaasssseess  //
LLeeccttuurreess

McKinley Elementary School and WISE
America Reads present a free workshop for
Volunteer Reading Tutors. Dr. Christi Hovest,
McKinley School's teacher of the year, will
demonstrate techniques for tutoring students in
reading. (Materials to be provided.) 1-3 p.m. Call
(310) 394-9871, ext 452. Spaces limited.
Reservations required.

Pulse - Through kinesthesia, sight, sound, touch,
taste, and smell, pathways clear for your deeper
embodiment and wider expression. Each ses-
sion is supported by live music with Christo
Pellani of Soundformation Music and/or by
recorded music. Altars devoted to the senses,
spirit and play enrich the environment and ampli-
fy your awareness. Third Friday of the month,
7:30 p.m. To 9:30 p.m., Continuum Studio, 1629
18th Street #7, (North of Olympic in Santa
Monica) Cost $12.00. For more information
please call Kara Masters (310)455-2743.

MMuussiicc//
EEnntteerrttaaiinnmmeenntt

NEON VENUS performs at the Summer Concert
Series beginning at 12 Noon. The Summer
Concert Series continues at Center Court with
NEON VENUS and STACI TWIGG on the 1300
block between Santa Monica Boulevard and
Arizona Avenue.

Comedy Underground - All improv night. Addle
Essence $5.00, 8:00 p.m. Off The Wall $5.00,
9:00 p.m. Unusual Suspects $5.00, 10:00 p.m.
320 Wilshire Blvd. (310)451-1800.

Open Mic Music. UnUrban Coffeehouse. 3301
Pico Blvd., Santa Monica, (310)315-0056.

Theatre/Arts

Beauty and the Beast  - Fridays, Saturdays and
Sundays through September 15 6:00 p.m. Santa
Monica Playhouse, 1211 4th Street.

The Aero Theatre will be screening the film clas-
sic Casablanca, next Wednesday August 21st at
6:00 pm and 9:00 pm as part of a fundraising
event that will include food and wine by Wolfgang
Puck and a silent auction. Tickets are $20 and
may be purchased in advance at the box office
during regular business hours. For more info visit
the theatre on the web at www.aerotheatre.com

Calendar items are printed free of charge as a service to our readers. Please submit your items to todayspaper@smdp.com for consideration. Calendar events are limited
by space, and will be run at the discretion of the Calendar Editor. The Daily Press cannot be held responsible for errors.

CCaalleennddaarr

Loews Broadway Cinema
1441 Third St. at Broadway
Full Frontal (R) 11:20, 2:00,
4:40, 7:20, 10:00. Stuart Little 2
(PG) 12:00, 2:10, 4:30, 6:40.
Blood Work (R) 11:40, 2:20,
5:00, 7:40, 9:00, 10:20. Martin
Lawrence Live: Runteldat (R)
11:00, 1:40, 4:20, 7:00, 9:40.

Mann Criterion
1313 Third St.
Minority Report (PG-13) 11:40,
3:15, 7:10, 10:30  Austin Powers
in Goldmember (PG-13) 11:00,
1:30, 4:15, 5:00, 7:15, 7:45,
9:45, 10:20. My Big Fat Greek
Wedding (PG) 11:10, 2:10,
4:50,7:20, 9:50. The Country
Bears (G) 12:15, 2:30 XXX (PG-
13) 12:00, 12:30, 3:30, 4:00,
7:00, 7:30, 10:15, 10:45.

AMC Theatre SM 7
1310 3rd Street
Men In Black II (PG-13) 4:20,
10:15. The Bourne Identity (PG-
13) 12:55, 7:25. Signs (PG-13)
12:10, 1:00, 2:45, 4:00, 5:20,
7:00, 7:55, 9:45, 10:30. The
Master of Disguise (PG) 12:20,
2:25, 4:45, 7:20, 9:30  Reign of
Fire (PG-13) 4:10, 10:05. Road
to Perdition (R) 12:45, 4:15, 7:05
9:50 K-19: The Widowmaker
(PG-13) 12:30, 7:15. Spy Kids 2:
The Island of Lost Dreams (PG)
12:00, 2:30, 5:00, 7:30, 10:00.

Landmark Nu-Wilshire
1314 Wilshire Blvd.
Sex and Lucia (NR) 1:30, 4:15,
7:00, 9:45. Lovely and Amazing
(R) 12:15, 2:30, 4:45, 7:15, 9:30.

Laemmle Monica
1332 2nd St.
Tadpole (PG-13) 1:30, 3:35,
5:40, 7:45, 9:55. Read My Lips
(NR) 1:30, 4:15, 9:45. The
Good Girl (R) 12:30, 2:50, 5:10,
7:30, 9:55. Buddha Heads 1:00,
3:20, 5:40, 8:00, 10:15.

Aero Theatre
1328 Montana Ave.
Who is Cletis Tout? (R) 5:30,
7:30, 9:30

m o v i e s
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KEEP YOUR DATE STRAIGHT
Promote your event in the Santa Monica Daily Press Calendar section. 
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Can’t find the Daily Press in your neighborhood? 
Call us. We’ll take your suggestions.

(310) 458-PRESS (7737)

Massage
SUMMERTIME SOOTHER!
Shiatsu, Lymphatic, Deep Tis-
sue, Sports, with handsome 
masseur. For women/men/cou-
ples. In/out. Angelo. (818)503-
1408.

TAKE CARE of yourself. In-
crease well-being and decrease 
stress. Rebalance body and 
mind. Michael, CMT/LMT. 310-
902-1564.

THE BEST solution to low cost 
advertising. Fill your appoint-
ment book by running your ad 
in the Daily Press. Only a buck 
a day, call (310)458-7737 to 
place your ad today.

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE,
Swedish, Accupressure, 
Deep-tissue, Sports Mas-
sage, Reflexology. For apt 
call Tracy at (310)435-0657.

Announcements
PRO SE of Neighborhood Proj-
ect needs volunteers for events 
that honor our heroes. (310) 
899-3888 pro.se@adelphia.net.

VOTE FOR Pro Se Santa Moni-
ca City Council! Our Residents, 
Businesses, Schools must 
come first!

Services

ALLDIS PLASTERING Inte-
rior finish plaster. Acoustic 
ceilings plastered smooth 
(no dust). (310) 458-9955

License number 701350

HOUSE CLEANING - Available 
6 a.m. to 2 p.m. Windows, 
laundry, general house clean-
ing. References available. Re-
sponsible. Reasonable prices.
Call Lalo (310) 313-0848. HOUSE/ PET- SITTING. Ex-

change for accommodations.
Available Immediately. Mature, 
quiet, responsible California 
homeowner. References.
(310)383-4908

NANNY LIVE-IN, young English 
spkg. German professional 
with refs. (310)777-7596

QUICK AND Dirty (if the news-
print rubs off on your hands).
Market your small business in 
our services section for a buck 
a day. Call (310)458-7737.

REMEDIES BY ROTH Car-
pentry, Handyman Services.
Reasonable rates. Contact 
Michael: (310)829-1316 
MSG. (323)610-1217 Cell.

Services
SPECIAL EDUCATION Day 
program. Tutoring. Saturday 
program also available. For 
more information call Nelda.
(310)459-5973.

TALENTED, DECORATIVE
Painter. Walls, cabinets, furni-
ture, moldings...glazing, antiqu-
ing, refinishing and much more! 
Call for estimate. (310)612-
6042.

WEDDING PREP Dance les-
sons for couples. Learn ball-
room, salsa, swing. Gift cer-
tificates available. Free intro 
lesson. (310)828-7326 
www.weddingmusic2dance.com

Business Opps
ESTABLISHED FILM Produc-
tion company seeks financial 
partner for features and rentals.
(310)822-7891

Yard Sales
GIANT! ST. Clement Church 
Sat 8/17 9am to 3pm; Sun 8/18 
9am to 2:30pm. 3102 3rd at 
Marine, Santa Monica.

Massage Services

ADVERTISE
IN THE DAILY PRESS
FOR ONLY A BUCK A

DAY! 
(310)458-7737
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Bank gives out extra money
By The Associated Press

OMAHA, Neb. — Road construction is such a pain at
one of the city’s busiest intersections that a bank decided
to give a special surprise to some of its customers.

American National Bank rigged its automatic teller
machine at 90th and Dodge streets to dole out extra cash
once in a while.

So many people were moaning and groaning because
of the traffic and construction that the bank thought it
would try to help improve the mood, bank spokes-
woman Alisia Fava said.

As a special “road warrior” promotion, the bank put
some $50 bills in the ATM’s $20 stack and some $20
bills in the $10 stack.

Fava said ATM use has nearly doubled in the week
since the promotion began.

No date has been set for ending the promotion but the
intersection work is scheduled for completion this year.

Bus benches too hot
By The Associated Press

MIAMI — City officials are in the hot seat — literally.
Mayor Manny Diaz and others are working to fix

new black steel benches at city bus stops, which have
proven to be too hot to sit on in the summer sun.

“I’ve sat on a bench myself and it’s uncomfortably
warm even with a pair of pants on,” Assistant City
Manager Frank Rollason said Monday.

About 150 of the 1,500 new benches have already
been installed in the city, replacing older ones made of
cement and wood.

Rollason said city planners discussed the potential
problem in meetings and that he did not know why it
was initially ignored. No more benches will be installed
until the problem is resolved, he said.

Sarmiento Advertising Group was awarded the con-
tract in January to produce the new seats. Sarmiento
CEO Alberto Waisman has said his company will pay to
refit benches.

The solution could be a plastic coating that would
insulate the benches, Rollason and Waisman said.

Rollason said he wanted to test a bench with the coat-
ing before approving the plan.

A winning surprise
By The Associated Press

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. — A Fort Lauderdale
woman claimed a $10 million Florida Lotto prize, more
than two months after the winning ticket was tossed into
a sewing drawer.

Diane Charboneau, 55, found several Lotto tickets in
the drawer and checked the winning numbers for those
dates on the Internet. She soon realized four numbers
matched her ticket from the May 29 drawing.

“I thought that was nice,” said Charboneau, a com-
puter programmer. “When I checked all six numbers, I
had them all. All I could say was, ’Oh my God, I have

all of them.”’
Charboneau will receive 30 annual installments of

roughly $364,000. The winning numbers for the May 29
jackpot were 1-6-20-24-37-50.

Charboneau and her companion, Robert Phillips, said
they were considering retirement. Charboneau said she
planned to donate some of her winnings to charity.

“I think that’s something you should always do,”
she said.

Youths take over governor’s mansion
By The Associated Press

AMITY, Ark. — A triplewide mobile home that
served as the state governor’s mansion for 16 months
has been given to a ranch for troubled youth.

Gov. Mike Huckabee and his family lived in the
mobile home while the mansion was under renovation.
The $110,000 home, which was donated to the mansion
by the state Manufactured Home Association, was
turned over Monday to the Arkansas Sheriffs’ Youth
Ranch group.

Faulkner County Sheriff Marty Montgomery said the
donation will help the organization reach families with
at-risk children.

“The addition of this home brings us even closer to
our goal of establishing a campus within a 90-minute
drive from the population centers of south Arkansas,”
Montgomery said.

The ranches are licensed childcare facilities that offer
homes and education for troubled youth.

The Huckabees drew media attention when they
moved into the mobile home in August 2000. The
Huckabees quietly moved back into the mansion last year.

DID YOU KNOW?: The youngest pope was 11 years old.


