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BY ANDREW H. FIXMER
Daily Press Staff Writer

During an emotional demonstration in
front of Loews Santa Monica Beach
Hotel, more than a dozen area clergy lead-
ers accused the establishment of threaten-
ing its workers.

Members of Clergy and Laity United
for Economic Justice, or CLUE, held a
rally Wednesday in front of the hotel on
1700 Ocean Avenue to protest the treat-
ment of workers who they believe have
been disciplined for supporting the living
wage ordinance and unionization efforts.

“Workers have been given warnings
because they have publicly supported
enacting a living wage ordinance and
organizing a union to protect their
rights,” said Rabbi Neil Comess-Daniels.
“Well, we are here to put the hotel’s man-
agement on warning that they cannot
intimidate their workers.”

The living wage law would raise the
minimum wage for low-income workers at
coastal businesses that earn more than $5
million a year from $6.75 to $10.50 with
health benefits or $12.25 without benefits.

Clergy protest Loews hotel

School district proposes
sweeping changes on
tracking discipline
BY ANDREW H. FIXMER
Daily Press Staff Writer

Concerns that police are called for disci-
plinary infractions involving minority chil-
dren more often than whites at Santa
Monica schools have sparked administra-
tors to propose a series of sweeping reforms.

Santa Monica-Malibu Unified School
District Superintendent John Deasy will
ask the school board tonight to create a new
tracking system that will document every
time police are called to a school campus. If
police are called, principals would be
required to document the incident with the
school district within 24 hours.

“The principal of each school shall
ensure that board policies and regulations

related to student discipline are observed by
all school staff and that disciplinary rules
are fairly and consistently enforced, with-
out regard to race, creed, gender or sexual
orientation,” the proposed policy states.

Principals also would be required to
contact a child’s parents before the police
are called, and to document what actions
are taken by police officers.

“It will be the first time we would have
a form for something like this,” said
Laurel Schmidt, director of the school dis-
trict’s Student Services Department.
“Every school will be reporting a police
presence systematically.”

Though the forms themselves are con-
fidential because they contain sensitive
information about individual students,
data from the forms would be compiled
annually and released to the public,
Schmidt said.

Deasy also is proposing teachers

By Daily Press staff

There are only three free Thursday
concerts left at the Santa Monica Pier for
the summer. Tonight’s theme is family
reggae, performed by Morgan Heritage.
Patriarch Denroy Morgan and a portion of
his 29 offspring bring you real, heart-felt,
up-in-the-hills roots reggae from Jamaica. 

The opening act, Upstream, performs
an energetic style of rock influenced reg-
gae, techno, funk, hip hop and soca.

Next week’s highlight is Grammy
winner Delbert McClinton.

Each concert, held on the beach next
to the pier, will begin at 7:30 p.m. and
end 9:30 p.m.

Free pier concert tonight
BY DON THOMPSON
Associated Press Writer

SACRAMENTO — It’s important to
keep Hollywood focused in California to
aid both the state’s economy and its iden-
tity as the world’s entertainment capital, a
Senate committee decided Wednesday.

The Senate Revenue and Taxation
Committee advanced a bill granting
incentives for producing television shows
and movies within California, to compete
with other states and nations trying to lure

television and movie productions.
Even productions ostensibly centered

in California — like “L.A. Law: The
Movie” and “Pasadena” — are increas-
ingly being filmed in Canada or other
states, bill supporters said.

The film and television industry is a
vital aspect of Santa Monica’s economy,
generating $1.5 billion in payroll and ven-
dor expenditures annually, according to an
industry study. The city is also home to

Panel advances bill aiding
CA TV and movie production

Charges of bias spark
spate of school reforms

BY ANDREW H. FIXMER
Daily Press Staff Writer

Recently released data indicates black and
Latino children continue to be suspended at a
fare greater rate throughout Santa Monica’s
schools than white students.

Student suspension data released by the
Santa Monica-Malibu Unified School
District’s Student Services Department
shows that students from both minority
groups were suspended at a much higher
percentage rate than other racial groups
during the last school year. 

The state requires the school district to
submit the annual report to track middle
and high school student suspensions,
expulsions and criminal acts.

However, the numbers historically
show minority students are suspended dis-
proportionately more than the percentage
they make up in the total student body.

For example, despite making up less
than one-third of the total Santa Monica
High School student body, Hispanic stu-
dents still accounted for more than 40 per-
cent of all students that were suspended
last year.

And black students, who make up only
11 percent of the student body, were sus-
pended 23 percent of the time.

At Lincoln Middle School, black stu-
dents make up 12 percent of the population,
but they were suspended 24 percent of the

Minority students facing
greater rate of suspensions

Andrew H. Fixmer/Daily Press
Rabbi Neil Comess-Daniels (holding guitar) and City Councilman Kevin McKeown
(far left) demonstrate outside Loews Santa Monica Beach Hotel Wednesday.See REFORM, page 5

See SUSPENSIONS, page 5

See PROTEST, page 5

See BILL, page 6
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LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
★★★★★ Don’t limit yourself. Seek out other
sources and get feedback. Your willingness to
stretch could make all the difference in which
doors open. Teamwork stars as your best suit.
Others willingly contribute. Decide to explore
new horizons. Tonight: Find your friends.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
★★★ Take charge at work. Stop mulling over a
personal matter, even if it is delightful mind
candy. Emphasize delivering what others expect.
Follow your sixth sense with a superior or boss.
Promote understanding. Don’t allow problems to
build. Tonight: Everyone wants you!

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
★★★★★ Decide that there are no problems, and
you’ll head in the right direction. A friend seeks
you out. Call an expert in if you’re unsure of your-
self. Your ability to manage separates you from
the flock. Be willing to increase your knowledge.
Tonight: Consider a course or seminar.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
★★★★★ Handle your work with efficiency.
Reach out for trusted associates, whether you feel
comfortable delegating or not. Face facts: You
cannot cover all bases simultaneously. Run your
work life like a baseball team. Let everyone be a
player! Tonight: Go along with another’s wishes.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
★★★★★ Your strong feelings emerge toward a
friend or associate. If you can, opt to not react but
rather to respond. Knee-jerk reactions won’t get
you want you want. Happiness surrounds those
who detach and don’t get locked in emotional
patterns. You can do it! Tonight: Accept an invi-
tation.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
★★★ All work and no play might not be OK, but
on the other hand, it allows you to clear the deck
for the weekend. If you feel overwhelmed, ask
someone you trust to pitch in. You could be sur-
prised at how helpful this person can be. Tonight:
Put your energy where it counts.

ARIES (March 21-April 19)
★★★★★ A dream or vision puts you on edge
this morning. You might need to pinch yourself!
Commit 100 percent right now, and you’ll gain.
You’re blessed with high creativity and under-
standing. Use this cycle constructively. Tonight:
Romp away.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
★★★ Your word choices impact others’ respons-
es. Sometimes a close friend or loved one inter-
prets your words in a way that you perhaps don’t
intend. Become more aware of how you sound.
Express nurturing rather than bossiness. Tonight:
Pizza anyone?

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
★★★★★ Get your head on straight when deal-
ing with someone you care about. You might not
be confident this morning and dealing with “what
if” scenarios. What happens could be very
dynamic and opening if you let go of worry. Be
yourself. Tonight: Someone puts his or her cards
on the table.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
★★★ Financial doors open for responsible
Moon Children. You might have been weighing
the pros and cons of a personal expenditure, not
exactly sure what will work. An indulgence
delights a family member and might not be as
costly as you think. Tonight: Bring home flowers.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
★★★★★ All signs point to go, but don’t overes-
timate someone’s capacity. Not everyone has
your energy or endurance. Recognize associates’
limits, and you’ll become a better manager. Lead
while others follow. Understand your role right
now. Tonight: As you like it.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
★★★ You might feel OK early on. You have a
more active dream life than you realize. Pace
yourself, knowing that you might need to break a
little more often. Home in on a money matter.
Tonight: Early to bed.

“Schizophrenia beats dining alone.”
— Anonymous

QUOTE of the DAY

CORRECTION — The caption in Wednesday’s page 1 photo was incorrect. It should
have said “Pico Improvement Organization.”
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In the past two weeks, the Big Blue
Bus has been involved in three fatalities.
Two weeks ago, a Big Blue Bus slammed
into a car on Sepulveda Way in West LA
carrying three people. Two of them died.
Last week, an elderly man was struck and
killed while he was crossing Ocean
Avenue at Broadway in the crosswalk.

The fatalities have been ruled as acci-
dents. And while the Big Blue Bus hadn’t
been involved in a fatality since 1998,
some people question if its drivers are
being as safe as possible on the roadways.

Residents have reported that buses,

including the Metro, are seen speeding,
running yellow lights and using their
horns way too frequently on the streets of
Santa Monica.

So this week, Q-Line question wants
to know:

“Do think the buses are being driven
safely? Why or why not?”

Call (310) 285-8106 with your
response before Thursday at 5 p.m. We’ll
print them in Friday’s paper. Please limit
your comments to a minute or less; it
might help to think first about the word-
ing of your response.

Surf should hold steady as a new, minor southwest swell
replaces the fading southwestern. It will build today, but it
looks like waves won’t get much from the small swell.

LA County’s breaks promise two- to three-foot surf and
under through Friday.

LA County Public Health gives Leo Carrillo a “C”
beach advisory and Paradise Cove gets a “B.”

Beware, Santa Monica beaches sport “B” ratings from
Montana north to the Sunset storm drain.

Today’s 
Tides:

Low- 4:16 a.m. -1.00’
High- 10:35 a.m. 4.21’
Low- 3:36 p.m. 1.90’
High- 9:40 p.m. 6.59’

Information compiled by Jesse Haley

Location Thursday Friday Water Quality
County Line 2-3’/Fair 2-3’/Fair A
Zuma 2-3’/Fair 2-3’/Fair A
Surfrider 1-2’/Fair 1-2’/Fair A
Topanga 1-2’/Fair 1-2’/Fair A
Breakwater 2-3’/Poor 2-3’/Poor A
El Porto 2-3’/Poor 2-3’/Poor A

Tennis tourney to benefit breast cancer
By Daily Press staff

Tennis, anyone?
Tennis players are now being recruited to participate in the fifth-annual “Westside

Challenge to Beat Breast Cancer” event on Saturday, Sept. 21, at the UCLA/Los
Angeles Tennis Center.

More than 80 tennis players at all levels are expected to participate in the round-
robin tournament. Proceeds will benefit the low-cost mammography-screening pro-
gram at Santa Monica-UCLA Medical Center.

In addition to the tournament, the event features a festival with family entertain-
ment, silent auction, post-tournament reception and an awards ceremony. Massages
and souvenir bags are provided to all players.

To register or for more information, call tennis coordinator Rick Grant at (310)
573-1606.

Senior citizens to learn about Medicare status
By Daily Press staff

Santa Monica’s Commission on Older Americans meeting will feature guest
speaker, Ruth Roemer, J.D., a nationally known leader in the field of public health,
on Wednesday, Aug. 21, 1:30 p.m. at the Ken Edwards Center, 1527 Fourth Street.
Roemer, who will speak on the current status of Medicare and proposals for includ-
ing prescription drug coverage, has served as president of the American Public Health
Association and has received numerous awards.

The Commission on Older Americans meets the third Wednesday of each month,
and residents are invited to attend and share their concerns regarding needs about pro-
grams and services for seniors in Santa Monica. 

COMMUNITY BRIEFS What’s wrong with this picture?

Carolyn Sackariason/Daily Press
The Santa Monica Pier sign, a historical landmark, was damaged
Wednesday when an unknown vehicle clipped the ‘s’ off ‘cafes.’ At about 2
p.m., someone found a portion of the sign and numerous pieces of neon
tubing lying on the north side of the street, at the pier entrance. According
to the police report, it appears that a truck with a tall boom may have clipped
the sign. Anyone with information should contact the Santa Monica Police
Department at (310) 458-8451.

Good thing you recycle your paper...
Chances are you’re reading it again.

Santa Monica Daily Press
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LETTERS
Pico neighborhood stiffed
Editor:

For more than five decades, no one residing in the Pico neighborhood has been
elected to the Santa Monica City Council. For many years, SMRR leaders promised
that they would soon endorse a representative from the Pico neighborhood. Recently,
we were told that VERITAS was not necessary because THIS TIME a Pico represen-
tative would be endorsed in 2002.

At the Sunday, Aug. 4, SMRR convention the Pico neighborhood was SNUBBED
AGAIN. Mid-cities also was passed over again. North of Montana Avenue was added
to the list of the unrepresented neighborhoods. Slate leaders declared that they want the
seat held by Robert Holbrook, the only councilmember who resides north of Montana.  

By endorsing these candidates, Abby Arnold, Kevin McKeown and Pam
O’Connor, here is the slate’s plan for your City Council:

Pico neighborhood: Zero, None
Mid-Cities: Zero, None
North of Montana: Zero, None (Slate opposes Robert Holbrook, the current north

of Montana councilmember)
Sunset Park: 2, Richard Bloom and Herb Katz
Wilshire corridor: 2, Kevin McKeown & Pam O’Connor
Ocean Park: 2, Mayor Michael Feinstein & Abby Arnold
City Central: 1, Ken Genser
Why allow slate leaders to decide if your neighborhood will be represented? Why

not empower yourself to choose your own neighbor representative?

Paul DeSantis
Yes On VERITAS Committee

Museum of Flying needs fuel from city
Editor:                                              

(This letter was originally addressed to the Santa Monica City Council.)
On behalf of the board of directors of the Santa Monica Historical Society

Museum, with the utmost respect and love for the city of Santa Monica and its rich
history within itself, it is with great sadness that I write to you our concern on the cur-
rent situation and future of the Museum of Flying.

Being a museum dedicated solely to the history of the Santa Monica Bay area, we
believe that history will always have an impact on the present and future of any and
every community. We also believe that history rewrites itself every day due to the

changing environment of our society. Though history has brought us to where we are
today, history cannot predict where we will be in the future. On this basis, the Santa
Monica Historical Society Museum strives to preserve the knowledge and under-
standing of our city’s history so that we can teach and share it with our present com-
munity and future generations to come. Just as children need the love, support and
knowledge of their parents, our local history needs the love, understanding and sup-
port from its city.

The Museum of Flying is toda, the only resource for our community, children and
schools to participate in fully and completely to understand how much of an impact
Donald Douglas Sr. and his love for aviation has made on the city of Santa Monica.
Santa Monica took on national and international recognition with Douglas’ round the
world flight in 1924. Donald Douglas Sr. “put Santa Monica on the map.”  Where else
in Santa Monica can one go to see aircrafts face-to-face, be inspired to be innovative,
and learn to have a respect and understanding of Santa Monica’s history in aviation?
Just as the importance of the place where a child is born, the location and city in which
Donald Douglas’ dream was born is also of great importance.

We ask that you do all in your power to help keep the Museum of Flying where it
belongs, here in the city of Santa Monica. This museum has provided a place for our
community to find its roots in a society that is constantly changing. If the Museum of
Flying is having financial difficulty, then perhaps a $1 year lease from our city would
help. We ask you to ask yourself this question: “Where would I be if I did not know
my own life history?”

Thank you for your time and consideration to help keep the Museum of Flying in
Santa Monica.

Louise Gabriel
Santa Monica

Speaking the truth to power
Editor:

I enjoyed reading of Mr. Smith’s idealistic exploits and am glad he is thinking of
starting up in activism again. But he left out the large group that HAS been protest-
ing like he did in the 60s: all those young people (and old) in the streets of Seattle
shouting about Corporate Crime; the ones at the Democratic Convention in 2000 here
in LA with the same signs about Corporate Crime; etc, etc, etc. They were speaking
the truth to power then, and most of Smith’s generation mocked them. Turns out they
were right, right?

H. Rosenfeld
Ocean park

Opinions expressed are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged,
as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters we receive, except those that are libelous or are
unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to sack@smdp.com. All letters must include the author’s name and telephone number for purposes of ver-
ification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices located at 530 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 200, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest
editorials are subject to editing for space and content.

“Next” ... “Next?” ... “NEXT!!!!!”    
The girl behind the counter at one of

Santa Monica’s popular coffee shops had
begun to grow impatient. Nobody waiting
in line behind the woman on her cell
phone — chatting away and oblivious to
all proceedings — could really blame her.
Standing in line for a $5 cup of Joe,
watching the clock through Ray Ban sun-
glasses to assure yourself there is still ade-
quate time to make it to work, you tend to
have a revelation or two.

Am I becoming that detached woman
holding everyone up?

With each passing guest ordering a
cappuccino, frappuccino or mama-mios, I
was struck by how little interaction took
place between the counter girl and her
customers. Not that I blame her. She was
working her tail off grinding and steaming
and placating and didn’t have a whole lot
of time for amenities, not that her “guests”
were offering any.

We all know the knock on Santa

Monicans, and Californians in general —
they are disassociated, blasé, into their
own thing. Well, we can either accept this
as the way it is or make efforts to alter it.
There is a certain unalienable logic behind
most stereotypes, in that much of the time
they prove true. 

Shortly after moving into my first
apartment here in Santa Monica, I was
taking a break from the arduous task of
unpacking boxes and putting things in
their places — new places anyway. I stood
out on my common balcony, breathing in
the cool spring air and watching the wind
play havoc with the swaying palm just
outside my door. It was late in the
evening, well after midnight, and the
streets were almost completely quiet.
Soon after, one of my new neighbors
approached the stairwell across the 20-
foot courtyard, walked up the steps and
proceeded to walk past my direction. I
knew he was aware I was there and wait-
ed for him to look over so I could offer a
friendly hello, however he awkwardly
looked the other way, staring at apartment
doors and windows he’d seen a thousand
times rather than offer a glimpse in my
direction. I was disappointed, but
shrugged and went back to work inside
my new digs. But for some reason that
non-encounter has stuck with me. It more

or less set a tone for many of the interac-
tions to come in my adopted hometown, a
microcosm, if you will, of a bigger socie-
tal detachment. 

I remember hoping that my neighbor
had been an exception, not the norm. I
don’t want to be oblivious to those around
me. I don’t want to be surprised when a
passerby looks me in the eye and smiles as
I pass them on the street.

I, for one, am resolving to attempt to
reconnect with the people around me, lit-
erally around me, and not those on the
other end of cell phones and e-mails. But
I can’t do it alone. We all need one anoth-
er’s help because we are in this together,
whether we reside in Santa Monica or
Beverly Hills or Compton. No man is an
island. I’m not making the soapbox call to
everyone out there to change their lives,
volunteer and become a utopian society,
though I won’t dissuade anyone whose
heart tells them to follow that path, but
maybe we can take a wee step.

I’ll start with the man in the mirror. 
From this day on I am vowing to not

wear sunglasses inside, to lose my cell
phone while I am being waited on. I will
not sport my Walkman while walking city
streets, try to look people in the eyes and
say “hello” to perfect strangers at least 10
times a day. I will nod and smile when

their eyes meet mine, and maybe even still
offer a “hello” when they go out of their
way not to make eye contact with me.

My little Declaration of Non-
Independence isn’t going to change the
world, but it just might enhance the imme-
diate world around me. I may not feel so
numb when I read about gang land vio-
lence, lethal Big Blue Bus accidents or
stray bullets dropping into our pre-schools
after having communicated with so many
of my neighbors and fellow residents
throughout the day. I may even be able to
put a name with a face when I hear of
tragedy or triumph in our town.

The person on the other end of that cell
phone is very important in our lives, how-
ever that already-developed relationship
is stunting the growth of other burgeoning
relationships in the end. A wink and a
smile can go a long way, but the message
doesn’t get through with a pair of Ray
Bans on your face and a cell phone grow-
ing out of your ear.

Santa Monica doesn’t have to live up to
any reputation or stereotype, it is what we
make it. It is already a beautiful, often heart-
warming place in which to live, but shooting
for utopia will never steer us wrong.

... “Next!?!”

(Mike Tittinger is a freelancer living in
Santa Monica.)

Santa Monicans are becoming detached from each other
TITTINGER’S

TAKE

By Michael J. Tittinger
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undergo regular training on the equitable
enforcement of the school district’s disci-
pline policies.

“We need to craft some immediate
goals, along with intermediate and long-
term goals,” Deasy said. “What we are
proposing at the board’s meeting will deal
with the immediate, but we still have
much more work ahead of us.”

Recent student suspension data
released by the school district’s Student
Services Department shows black and
Latino students were suspended at a much
higher percentage rate than other racial
groups last school year.

These two groups were also suspended
disproportionately more than the percent-
age they constitute in the total student
body. (see related story)

In response, a coalition of black and
Latino residents calling themselves
“Mothers for Justice” demonstrated at a
June school board meeting because they
believe their children are being unfairly

disciplined because of their race.
Members of the organization are upset

school administrators allegedly called
police to deal with their children before
ever contacting parents first.

In response, Deasy organized a 20-
member Racial and Discrimination Task
Force consisting of community members,
school district officials and a representa-
tive of the Santa Monica Police
Department to investigate the claims.

“I’m very open to looking into what
are real problems and what may be per-
ceived problems,” said school board pres-
ident Julia Brownley. “They all deserve
our attention and to be looked into fully.”

Mothers for Justice members said they
will ask the school board to consider dis-
playing a “Student Bill of Rights” in
every school.

“Young people need to know there are
consequences for their actions, but they
also need to know they have some rights as
well,” said Oscar de la Torre, a task force
co-chair. “It’s a dual message — there’s
rights but there’s also responsibilities.”

time. Latino students at the school make up
43 percent of the population, and they were
suspended 62 percent of the time.

And at John Adams Middle School,
black students were suspended 24 percent
of the time while they make up only 12
percent of the student body. Hispanic stu-
dents were suspended 62 percent of the
time, while they constitute 43 percent of
the student body.

“I’m always disappointed when I see
the disparities,” said Oscar de la Torre, a
local youth activist. “I see them, and I
know there are problems.”

A task force, lead in part by de la Torre,
is investigating concerns of racial bias in
the school district’s disciplinary policies.
Superintendent John Deasy will propose
the first in a series of sweeping changes to
the district’s disciplinary policies at

tonight’s school board meeting.
Suspensions are used as a last resort

after repeated or serious disciplinary
infractions, school administrators said.
Disobedience was the primary cause of
suspension with 147 incidences, while
fighting and possessing controlled sub-
stances were a close second with 93 and
54 incidences respectively.

At Santa Monica High School, there
was one sexual assault, 5 assaults on
teachers and 7 incidences when students
brought weapons to school. Seventeen
students were suspended for obscenity
and profanity infractions.

Though the school district does not
have an official zero tolerance policy, stu-
dents are automatically suspended and
possibly expelled for bringing a loaded
gun to school, brandishing a knife, selling
illegal drugs or committing a sexual
assault or battery, officials said.

Comess-Daniels wrote a letter to John
Tucker, the hotel’s general manager, on
August 5 requesting a meeting to discuss
concerns about the workers, but the
request went unanswered.

Loews representatives denied they have
issued any warning to their workers for
supporting causes outside the workplace.

“It’s not true,” said Sara Harper, a
Loews corporate spokeswoman. “We
would never target or discriminate any
employee for any reason.”

Harper said the hotel’s management
met with clergy members several months
ago to discuss their concerns regarding
the workers’ claims.

“They clearly do not want to hear our
side of the story,” Harper said. “They are
sort of in bed with the union, and they
have the union talking in one side of their
ear and whatever we say they don’t want
to see any truth in it.”

“But we’re not ignoring their con-
cerns,” she added.

A Loews housekeeper testified at the
rally that she and her co-workers have
been punished for making minor mistakes
because they are actively supporting the
living wage and the Hotel Employee &
Restaurant Employee Union’s efforts to
organize at the hotel.

“They are targeting all of us,” said
Rodas Mayra, through an interpreter. “But
I’m not afraid because I’m fighting for
something that’s fair and just.”

Tempers ran high among some clergy
members who delivered passionate ser-
mons on the need to pay workers better
wages and provide them with better
access to health care.

“What is the character of the manage-
ment of Loews, who will charge hundreds
of dollars a night for a room but who will
not pay their workers a pittance to clean
them?” asked Reverend James Lawson.
“Something is lacking in such people.”

Student bill of rights to
be proposed to board
REFORM, from page 1

PROTEST, from page 1

SUSPENSIONS, from page 1

Task force investigates
racial bias in area schools

Hotel denies clergy charges
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Looking for the 
Daily Press?

The Santa Monica Daily Press is circulated throughout all
six commercial zones within the Santa Monica city limits,

and select areas of West LA, Venice and Brentwood.

Hundreds of copies can be found in news racks at these local businesses:

Main Street Locations:

This is not a complete list. You can find more copies in these areas:

• Montana Avenue Commercial Zone
• Santa Monica Boulevard  
• the Downtown Commercial Core 

(including Third Street Promenade)
• Wilshire Boulevard
• Lincoln Commercial District.

Additional circulation points include:

• Major Hotels on Ocean Avenue
• Retail businesses on the Boardwalk 

and Santa Monica Pier districts 
• Commercial zones on Pico and Ocean Park Boulevard.

If you are interested in becoming a distribution point (it’s free and gives your customers 
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• Jamba Juice

• Lula’s

• Omelette Parlor

• Holy Guacamole

• Next Salon

• Wildflour Pizza

• Starbucks

• B&B Delicatessen

• Santa Monica Library

• Surf Liquor

• Mani’s Bakery

• Peet’s Coffee Patio

• L&K Market

• Horizons Surf Shop

• Novel Cafè

• O’Briens Pub

• SM City Hall

• SM Courthouse

• SM Police Department

• Santa Monica Farms

• ZJ Boarding House

• Star Liquor

• Rick’s Tavern

• La Vecchia

• Global Grooves

• Tobacco Zone

• Shoop’s Deli

• Santa Monica Farms

• Amici Mare

• Salon Blu

• Mystique Beauty Salon

• Max Studio

• Color Nails

• Malibu Surf

• Galaxy Gallery

• Pure Beauty

• World Café

• One Life

• Chaya Venice

• Yoga Works

• Library Ale House

• Hollywood Smoke

• Sacred Movement Yoga

• Sit Still Hair

• Koo Koo Roo

• Rose Café

• Napoleans

• Firehouse Café

• Dagwoods

• LA Urban Fitness

• Joe’s Diner

• Panini Garden

• Euro Bakery

• Coffee Bean

• Chinois on Main

• Eclectic Avenue

• Herb King

• Scissors

• SPA Store

BY DANNY FREEDMAN
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — The Federal
Communications Commission issued a
record fine of nearly $5.4 million
Wednesday against a California company
for sending “junk faxes” to businesses
and consumers.

The fine against Aliso Viejo-based
Fax.com is the largest ever by the com-
mission for violations of the Telephone
Consumer Protection Act. The law pro-
tects against unsolicited faxes, telemar-
keting calls and prerecorded messages,
among other things.

“Fax.com appears to have founded its
business on the practice of sending unso-
licited faxes in flagrant violation” of the
law, Kathleen Q. Abernathy, an FCC com-
missioner, said in statement. “Despite
repeated warnings from the commission
and numerous consumer complaints, the
company appears to have made no effort
to mend its ways.”

The fine is also the FCC’s first against
a company known as a “fax broadcaster.”
According to the FCC, Fax.com sent

advertisements and other messages on
behalf of more than 100 businesses for a
fee, sparking 489 violations.

The FCC said it believes Fax.com
“engaged in a pattern of deception to con-
ceal its involvement in sending the pro-
hibited faxes, and that the company has
not been forthcoming in its dealings with
the agency.”

A lawyer for Fax.com, Mary Ann
Wymore, said the company feels the rules
on unsolicited advertising are an unconsti-
tutional restriction of its freedom of speech.

“We are extremely disappointed in
what the FCC did today,” she said. “We
just found out about it today, so we need
to take a look at it, but I feel confident that
we’re going to challenge it.”

The company has 30 days to either pay
the fine or file a response with the FCC.
The fine calls for the company to pay the
maximum penalty of $11,000 per violation.

The FCC is also issuing citations to
more than 100 businesses that used
Fax.com, warning that they too could be
liable to pay the maximum fine if they
continue to send unsolicited faxes.

FCC issues record fine to
company for ‘junk faxes’

By The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Both sides in the
dispute over Internet music royalties said
Wednesday they will appeal a recent fed-
eral decision setting royalty rates for
music broadcast over the Internet.

In June, the U.S. Copyright Office decid-
ed to charge Webcasters 70 cents per song
heard by 1,000 listeners, or half of what a
government panel had proposed in February.

That decision angered both Internet
music broadcasters, who said the rate was
still too high, and the recording industry,
which said it did not fairly compensate

artists and record labels.
Wednesday, the deadline for appealing

the ruling, the Recording Industry
Association of America, which represents
the major music labels, said it would noti-
fy the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
District of Columbia Circuit of its inten-
tion to appeal. Actual briefs will be filed
later this year.

About two dozen Internet broadcaster,
including America Online Inc., Listen.com
and Live365.com, also notified the court of
their intention to appeal, according to the
Digital Media Association.

thousands of industry employees who earn
their living from entertainment production.

Many jobs in post-production studios are
located in Santa Monica, and a large num-
ber of outdoor scenes take place in Santa
Monica, generating millions of dollars in
revenue for the city and local businesses.

The bill sent to the Senate
Appropriations Committee would give
state tax credits to film, television and
commercial production companies that
keep at least half their production in
California. The credit would apply only to
productions with total wage payments
between $200,000 and $10 million.

California can’t match the incentives
offered by some other locations, said one
of the bill’s authors, Assemblywoman
Rebecca Cohn, D-Saratoga.

However, “this policy will show that we
value the film industry,” and could tip the
balance in California’s favor, Cohn said.
“Given the role that this industry played in
getting us out of the last recession, I want
to hold on to as many of these good paying

jobs in Southern California as possible.”
Tax watchdog groups and Senate

President Pro Tem John Burton, D-San
Francisco, questioned the cost of the credits.

The Franchise Tax Board estimated the
credit would cost the state $650 million
over the six years it would be in effect,
topping out at $175 million in fiscal 2005-
06. Most years the cost is projected to be
about $115 million.

However, the Department of Finance
projected that the tax credit would stimu-
late the overall economy to the point that
the state’s revenue loss would be cut by
about 20 percent.

Sen. Jack Scott, D-Altadena, the
Revenue and Taxation Committee chair-
man, suggested the measure’s cost be cut by
shortening the tax credit’s duration after it
takes effect in 2004, and by capping the
salaries that would be eligible for the credit.

“We’re not trying to save the salaries
of stars. We’re trying to save the salaries
of people who work,” Scott said, not only
directly on films but caterers, dry clean-
ers, and other related businesses.

RIAA appeals federal ruling
cutting Web music royalties

BILL, from page 1

Legislature hopes to
woo TV, film industries
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Bitch!
Whine!

Complain!
Check Out the Question of the Week on Page 3

and let us hear what you have to say

BY JIM WASSERMAN
Associated Press Writer

SACRAMENTO — A bill to launch
the nation’s second major regional tax-
sharing experiment in metropolitan
Sacramento is on life support, with one
more week to make its case with a reluc-
tant Senate committee.

Facing mounting opposition, Assem-
blyman Darrell Steinberg, D-Sacramento,
said Wednesday he may lose his fight for
one of this year’s most unprecedented and
contentious bills. But he promised
“absolutely” to return next year with sim-
ilar legislation.

Steinberg wants to copy a 1970s-era
system that will share more than $300
million in property taxes this year among
187 cities of metropolitan Minneapolis-
St. Paul. Many officials there say tax shar-
ing has created a stronger metro area by
lessening the financial disparities between
richer and poor cities.

But the idea, despite a single-vote
Assembly victory this year and support
from neighborhood activists, labor unions,
environmentalist and major state newspa-
pers, has drawn fire from 117 California
cities. Wednesday, city officials across the
state joined lobbyists for home builders,
commercial property developers, stores
and real estate agents, urging the Senate
Local Government Committee to kill
Steinberg’s bill, AB680.

But with the bill on its apparent
deathbed, Steinberg again received a
reprieve, asking committee chairman Tom
Torlakson, D-Antioch, for the “courtesy”
of another week. Torlakson, who supports
the tax-sharing concept as a possible par-
tial solution to hyper-competition among
cities for lucrative shopping centers and
auto malls, gave Steinberg a similar sec-
ond chance in June.

Afterward, an agitated Steinberg said
to his stunned and disappointed oppo-
nents, “I respect you all. It’s not going
away. I’m not going away.”

The powerful Assembly Appropriations

Committee chairman, who has life and
death power over other legislators’ bills,
had asked the committee to take his case
to a new Assembly-Senate conference
committee to work out an unspecified
regional cooperation bill before the
Legislature adjourns Aug. 31.

But Sens. Mike Machado, D-Linden,
and Nell Soto, D-Pomona, who have con-
sistently opposed Steinberg’s tax-sharing
vision, again expressed reservations. With
Soto being a possible tiebreaker in
Steinberg’s favor, city officials from
Soto’s district again lined the hearing
room as they did in June. They fear an
experiment launched in Sacramento will
spread statewide.

“Just get it over now,” said San Bern-
ardino Mayor Judith Valles, urging com-
mittee members to kill it. “It’s a bad bill.”

Supporters expressed regrets that their
cause has lost momentum.

“I am very disappointed that a lot of us
aren’t ready to go there yet,” said Trinh
Nguyen, Sacramento manager for the
Surface Transportation Policy Project.

Wednesday’s hearing came days after
talks seeking an alternative to tax sharing
fell apart. Capital-area cities offered
Steinberg an unprecedented regional
housing vision: to make 10 percent of
their housing affordable to moderate, low
and very low-income residents. In return
they asked Steinberg to guarantee them
$100 million across five years to defray
an estimated $341 million needed to sub-
sidize it all. Those involved in talks said
Steinberg couldn’t promise the money
amid the state’s budget deficit and cities
wouldn’t agree without it.

Proposed tax sharing
experiment clings to life

By The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — A federal judge
has ruled an undocumented worker can seek
damages from his employer, who allegedly
reported the worker to immigration officials
after being sued for unpaid wages.

U.S. District Judge Charles Breyer
ruled Tuesday that Macan Singh can sue
his former employer — who happens to
be his uncle, Charanjit Jutla — for emo-
tional distress and punitive damages.

Singh has spent the past 14 months in
jail, awaiting deportation proceedings
after the Immigration and Naturalization
Service arrested him in May 2001.

He claims Jutla promised an eventual
business partnership when recruiting him
from India. Instead, he said his work at
C.D.&R’s Oil was compensated only with
meals and a spot to sleep on his uncle’s
floor from May 1995 to Feb. 1998.

Singh said his uncle turned him in to INS
officials a day after agreeing to a $70,000
settlement for back pay. Singh’s lawyer,
Christopher Ho of the Legal Aid Society’s

Employment Law Center, said the money is
being held in trust by a law firm.

But Judge Breyer wrote that “barring
claims like Singh’s “would provide a
perverse economic incentive to employ-
ers to seek out and knowingly hire illegal
workers.”

In a 5-4 decision U.S. Supreme Court
ruled in March that an illegal immigrant
who was unlawfully fired could not seek
back pay for the time he would have
remained working. The court noted the
worker wasn’t legally entitled to work and
said allowing damages would condone
lawbreaking.

That ruling would prevent Singh from
collecting additional damages if he proves
Jutla caused the arrest, said Eugene
Franklin, Jutla’s lawyer.

But in subsequent rulings, several
judges have rejected arguments that the
high court’s rulings eliminated all dam-
ages, and have allowed illegal immigrants
to claim wages and overtime for periods
they actually had worked.

Judge lets undocumented
worker seek damages

“Just get it over now.
It’s a bad bill.”

— JUDITH VALLES
Mayor of San Bernadino
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If you’ve got the commentary, we’ve got the space

BY RON HARRIS
Associated Press Writer

SEBASTOPOL — Jesse Bogdonoff
was both the investment adviser and court
jester of Tonga, but the Pacific island
kingdom isn’t laughing anymore.

The king says in a lawsuit that
Bogdonoff’s foolhardy strategies and
ridiculous commissions drained a Tongan
royal trust fund of $26 million — almost
half the country’s annual budget.

Bogdonoff blames the Tongans for the
losses, saying they got cold feet and pulled
out before he could recoup their money.
“It turns out they are like most people
because most people panic,” he said.

The dispute has landed in federal court
in San Francisco, with lawyers for the
Tonga Trust Fund suing the American it
once entrusted to “fulfill his royal duty
sharing mirthful wisdom,” according to a
decree by King Taufa’ahau Tupou IV.

Bogdonoff, 47, took the jester title to
avoid a spat with his former employer, the
bank where he first started managing the
fund. He really had a higher duty in
Tonga: making money.

For a time, during the technology
boom, he did. But things went bust after
he invested in riskier ventures — a dot-
com film distribution start-up, a specula-
tive energy company and a business that
hoped to profit from the unused life insur-
ance of the terminally ill.

Now the fund has only $2.2 million,
and the king claims Bogdanoff and two
associates lied about the investments and
helped themselves to large fees.

Tonga — a 170-island archipelago that
has about 100,000 subjects and relies
heavily on pumpkin and vanilla exports
— has little hope of regaining its fortune,
reaped from fees on passports sold to
nervous Chinese living in Hong Kong
before the Chinese takeover. Bogdonoff
says he is practically broke.

Bogdonoff, who earned his MBA at
night school, stumbled upon the trust fund
when he was selling securities for Bank of
America. The money — $21 million at
that point — was languishing in a check-
ing account, earning a steady if not exhil-
arating 1.7 percent interest.

Bogdonoff persuaded the bank and the

king to let him manage the money in 1994,
then switched it to low-risk bonds earning
7 percent interest. Later he added Bank of
America mutual funds to the portfolio.

“The market was taking off. We made
$11.5 million in the next three years,”
Bogdonoff said.

Bogdonoff quit Bank of America in
1999 but wanted to keep the Tongan
account, which was now at $26.5 million
after occasional expenditures by the king.
Promising a flat fee of $250,000 a year, he
won the deal, according to the lawsuit.

Bogdonoff then persuaded the Tongan
trustees to make riskier investments,
including putting $20 million into a deal
with Millennium Asset Management
Services of Nevada, which bought viatical
settlements. In viatical settlements, termi-
nally ill people sell their life insurance
policies for cash up front.

Bogdanoff projected a 30 percent
return in two years, pitching the deal as
“the perfect no-risk investment,” the law-
suit claims. But with AIDS patients living
longer through drug therapy, many viati-
cals proved to be poor investments.

Tonga is also suing Donald Kaplan,
president of Services International Corp.,
which marketed the viaticals to the king,
and Hershel Hiatt, then head of
Millennium Asset.

Tonga claims Bogdonoff conspired
with the two men and other associates to
take $6.25 million in secret commissions
and fees on the viatical investments.

Bogdonoff says his contract entitled
him to commissions and did not limit the
fees to any particular amount. He says he
spent his share of the money on taxes and
his own poorly performing investments.

Kaplan did not return repeated calls for
comment, and Hiatt could not be located.
Tonga’s San Francisco lawyers did not
return calls.

The court has assigned the case to a dis-
pute-resolution program, with an eye toward
a settlement. No trial date has been set.

Meanwhile, Bogdonoff still has his
fool’s cap, but the mirth is a memory.

“This was really rough. My whole
identity had been built up through my
success,” he said. “I love these people,
and I tried to help them.”

Tonga says jester-investor
cost island kingdom $26M

Venture capitalists suffer
sixth straight quarterly loss
By The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — Venture capital losses continued to pile up early this year,
but not as fast as last year, according to an industry report released Wednesday.

The value of venture capital funds declined by an average of 6.3 percent during the
first three months of the year, according to a review by industry research firm Venture
Economics for the National Venture Capital Association. At the same time last year,
venture capital funds fell by an average of 10.7 percent.

It marked the sixth consecutive quarter of losses for the shellshocked venture capi-
tal industry.

For the year ending March 31, venture capital funds plunged by an average of 24.4
percent. Those results were slightly better than the industry’s average loss of 27.8 per-
cent during calendar 2001.

The lower losses do not necessarily mean the worst is over for venture capitalists.
Unlike publicly held funds, venture capitalists don’t have to immediately recognize
their losses in privately held startups.

Some venture capitalists have acknowledged they are hoping for a stock market
rebound that would justify maintaining the current values of their startups.

If the market remains in slump, venture capitalists eventually will be forced to write
off even more investments — a move that would deepen the industry’s losses.



BY JEANNINE AVERSA
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — Americans shrugged off worries
about the economy’s health and the recent stock market
slide and increased their borrowing in June at a brisk pace.

The Federal Reserve reported Wednesday that consumer
credit rose by a seasonally adjusted $8.4 billion, or at a 5.9
percent annual rate, in June from the previous month.

The increase, bigger than the $7.8 billion advance
many analysts were forecasting, left consumer borrowing
at $1.71 trillion.

Economists said that low interest rates, rising home
values and extra cash from the refinancing boom are sup-
porting consumer spending. This, in turn, is helping to
offset some negative factors, such the volatile stock mar-
ket, Americans’ eroding confidence in the economy, and
their shattered trust in corporate leaders following a wave
of accounting scandals.

“The unnerving daily reports of corporate impropriety,
terrorism ... only damage confidence. Buying decisions
are determined by economics, not attitudes,” said Richard

Yamarone, economist with Argus Research Corp.
“As long as the economic fundamentals remain posi-

tive — as we believe that they will — consumers will
continue to spend,” he predicted.

Consumers play a key role in shaping the economy’s
recovery from last year’s recession because their spend-
ing accounts for two-thirds of all economic activity. Were
consumers to dramatically retrench, the recovery would
be dealt a severe blow.

With the recovery losing momentum from the begin-
ning of the year, the Federal Reserve has opted to leave
short-term interest rates at 40-year lows in each of its
four meetings this year. Low rates might motivate con-

sumers to spend and businesses to invest, helping along
the recovery.

The Fed meets next on Aug. 13 and many believe pol-
icy-makers will leave rates unchanged, while some think
there is a chance that rates might be cut.

For the second quarter, consumer borrowing rose at a
rate of 6.3 percent, the fastest pace since the fourth quar-
ter of 2001.

In June, demand for revolving credit, such as credit
cards, rose by $3.8 billion, or at an annual rate of 6.5 per-
cent. That followed a smaller $2.4 billion increase and a
growth rate of 4.1 percent in May.

For nonrevolving credit, including new cars and vaca-
tions, demand grew by $4.6 billion in June, or at an annu-
al rate of 5.5 percent. That compared with a $7.1 billion
increase, or a 8.6 percent growth rate, in May.

The Fed’s report on consumers includes credit card
debt and loans for autos, boats and mobile homes. It does
not include loans backed by real estate, such as home
mortgages or increasingly popular home equity loans.
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Americans hike their borrowing in June at brisk pace

BY CHARLES SHEEHAN
Associated Press Writer

BUTLER, Pa. — The sport utili-
ty vehicle that rolls out of the Ibis
Tek shop looks just like those driven
by millions of soccer moms.

But with a flip of the switch, out of
the sunroof pops weaponry ranging
from a .50-caliber M2 machine gun to
an MK-19 40 mm grenade launcher.

For now, you don’t need to worry
about a whole new level of road rage
— the western Pennsylvania manu-
facturer said it is not selling the vehi-
cle in the United States.

But it does ship its one-of-a-kind
SUVs elsewhere around the globe,
especially to places where “have a
safe trip” is more than just a nice
thing to say.

Ibis Tek President Tom Buckner
opened the company three years ago
with his brother, John, and Tom
Letter.

The Ibis Tek Viper, Cobra and
Python defense systems are installed
on factory-issue trucks such as the
Chevrolet Suburban, Lincoln
Navigator and larger Ford pickups.
They are marketed out of Switzerland.

The company’s client list is confi-
dential. Buckner will say only that
about a dozen of his vehicles are
being used in four Middle Eastern
countries. The Royal Guard of Saudi
Arabia possesses three.

An Ibis ride with all the trim-
mings — including options like
armor plating that will stop a 7.62
mm armor-piercing bullet — costs

about $500,000. And that is without
the actual firepower; clients must
buy their own guns.

Ibis Tek vehicles can weigh as
much as 11,000 pounds and gas
mileage can dip into the single digits.

“You don’t buy them for the gas
mileage,” Buckner said.

Sales of the vehicles are strictly
regulated by the State Department.

“If the item is not deemed to be
something that could prove destabi-
lizing to the region, and there is no
outstanding foreign policy reason, it
would be eligible for approval,” State
Department spokesman Jay Greer
said. “We consider these things from
a national security perspective.”

Bucker said the cars are designed
for protection, not attack.

Ultimate SUV designed to carry big
guns; not coming to a store near you

“As long as the economic 
fundamentals remain positive ...

consumers will continue to spend.”

— RICHARD YAMARONE
Economist with Argus Research Corp.
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BY JOSEPH B. VERRENGIA
AP Science Writer

Scientists have isolated a hormone that
makes us feel full when we eat, and they
demonstrated its potential as a new weight-
loss drug by injecting volunteers with the
substance before a big buffet lunch.

The participants injected with the so-
called “third helping hormone” ate one-
third less than usual and resisted snacking
for up to 12 hours, scientists reported.

The hormone infusion was “sort of a
fake meal,” said the study’s senior author,
Steven Bloom of the Imperial College of
London. “The brain was fooled into think-
ing that it had already eaten.”

The experiment offers a preliminary
but promising opportunity to develop a
new drug to curb obesity, researchers said.

Still, some cautioned that treating over-
weight people with direct hormone injec-
tions has not been proven effective and
may be dangerous.

Public health officials have been warn-
ing of an obesity epidemic in the United
States, and the problem is spreading
around the globe. The International
Obesity Taskforce estimates 300 million
people worldwide are obese.

In the United States, obesity is impli-
cated in the deaths of 300,000 people
annually from heart disease, stroke, dia-
betes and cancer.

The hormone experiment was reported
in Thursday’s issue of the journal Nature.
Scientists in England and Oregon isolated
the hormone PPY3-36 that is secreted by
cells lining the intestines. Levels of the
hormone rise in the blood after eating and

remain high between meals.
Using mice, researchers first identified

its effect on the hypothalamus, a part of
the brain that regulates appetite.

Then, 12 people of normal weight — 6
men and six women in their 20s — were
injected with extra hormone or a placebo
saline solution. Two hours later, they were
offered an Indian curry buffet lunch —
chicken or vegetarian, spicy or mild.

The volunteers who received the hor-
mone boost ate one-third less than they
did at previous meals.

However, other scientists in the study
said the one-time experiment does not by
itself prove that the injections can safely
control appetite or reverse obesity. How
the body might respond to elevated PPY3-
36 levels over time is unclear.

“It would not make a suitable weight
loss drug due to its potential effect on
other important systems of the body,” said
Oregon Health Science University neuro-
biologist Roger Cone. “Scientists still
have a long way to go before the develop-
ment of a drug that can help Americans
fighting obesity.”

Researchers who did not participate in the
experiment were intrigued by the findings.

“Everyone decreased their food intake,
so that’s pretty significant,” said Dr.
Richard Atkinson, president of the
American Obesity Association.

Among the hurdles to developing a
“third helping” drug: proving whether the
hormone safely reduces body weight and
fat over the long term, and finding a more
tolerable method than intravenous infusion.

“If you raise the levels of some hor-
mones, the body becomes tolerant and it

stops working,” Atkinson said. “They
need to give this every day for months and
see if it results in significant weight loss.”

Previous studies have focused on limit-
ing the effects of ghrelin, a hormone made
by stomach cells that boosts appetite.

New non-hormonal prescription weight
control drugs are coming on the market,
including Meridia, which influences brain
chemistry associated with appetite.

But Meridia and similar drugs usually
result only in modest weight loss,
Atkinson said. Combinations of new
drugs might be more effective, he said.

Over-the-counter weight loss treat-
ments are a $40 billion industry. Yet sci-

entists still are untangling the body’s com-
plex chemical signaling system known as
the adipostat, which continually adjusts
food intake and energy expenditure.

Some hormones, like insulin, act over
the long term to regulate levels of body
fat. Other short-term hormones like
PPY3-36 are released to trigger hunger
pangs or communicate satiation.

The human metabolism evolved millions
of years ago to store energy for times when
man’s ancestors returned from the hunt
empty-handed. Today, many people have an
abundance of food and get little exercise,
and yet our adipostat has not adjusted.

Scientists discover hormone that makes you feel full

Two laptop computers missing
from U.S. Central Command
By The Associated Press

TAMPA, Fla. — Two laptop computers are missing from the military command
center coordinating the war in Afghanistan, officials said Wednesday.

The Air Force Office of Special Investigations is investigating the computers’ pos-
sible theft from U.S. Central Command, office spokesman Maj. Mike Richmond said.
The computers disappeared Thursday.

Central Command would not release further details, such as what information was
stored on the computers and what office or person was responsible for them.

Central Command, led by Army Gen. Tommy Franks, is responsible for U.S. secu-
rity interests in the Middle East. It oversees the continuing military operation in
Afghanistan and has been deeply involved in planning for a widely expected U.S.
effort to topple Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein.

The headquarters is part of MacDill Air Force Base.
Just this week, aa government audit was released that showed the Justice

Department lost 400 computers last year. Most belonged to the FBI and the
Immigration and Naturalization Service, and many had classified information. The
agencies said poor tracking of equipment was likely to blame, not theft.



BY JASON KEYSER 
Associated Press Writer

JERUSALEM — A thriving Bronze
Age drug trade supplied narcotics to
ancient cultures throughout the eastern
Mediterranean as balm for the pain of
childbirth and disease, proving a sophisti-

cated knowledge of medicines dating
back thousands of years, researchers say.

Ancient ceramic pots, most of them
nearly identical in shape and about five
inches long, have been found in tombs
and settlements throughout the Middle
East, dating as far back as 1,400 B.C., said

Joe Zias, an anthropologist at Jerusalem’s
Hebrew University.

The drugs were probably used as med-
icine and the finds are helping researchers
better understand how ancient people
treated illness and disease.

“It’s a window to the past that many
people are unaware of,” Zias told a recent
conference in Israel on DNA and archae-
ology. “Here’s something used in prehis-
toric times and it’s used until today.”

When turned upside down, the thin-
necked vessels with round bases resemble
opium poppies pods. If there was any
doubt about what was inside, the round
bases have white markings, designs that
symbolized knife cuts made on poppies
bulbs so the white opium base can ooze
and be harvested, Zias said.

The Mycenaean ceramics were ana-
lyzed with a procedure called gas chro-
matography that turned up traces of opium.

Hundreds of the pots have been found
and they commonly show up in the hands of
antiquities dealers in places like Jerusalem’s
Old City. “Give me an hour there and I
could find you 10 of them,” Zias said.

Based on ancient Egyptian medical
writings from the 3rd millennium B.C.,
researchers believe opium and hashish —
a smokable drug that comes from the con-
centrated resin from the flowers of hemp
plants — were used during surgery and to
treat aches and pains and other ailments.
Hashish was also used to ease menstrual
cramps and was even offered to women
during childbirth.

Based on Egyptian writings, archaeolo-
gists believe the opium was eaten rather
than smoked.

The drugs are part of a medical record
that shows the ancients were far more
advanced than most people realize, Zias
said, noting evidence that European peo-
ple did cranial surgery as long as 10,000
years ago, while the Romans left records

of 120 surgical procedures.
Mark Spigelman, a Zias colleague at

Hebrew University, found one of the
poppy-shaped ceramic pots from the mid-
dle Bronze Age in Siqqura, a Giza ceme-
tery near the pyramids outside of Cairo
during a dig four years ago. The pot,
found in an 18th Egyptian Dynasty grave,
was identical to other pots found through-
out ancient Israel and the Middle East.

“These guys were selling opium all
over the Middle East,” Spigelman said.
“This is the original Medellin cartel, 3,500
years ago,” he said in a joking reference to
the violent Colombian cocaine cartel.

It seems more likely, however, that the
ancient trade was run by respected healers
rather than violent drug lords.

“We know for sure these things were
used for medical purposes,” Zias said.
“The question is whether they were used
for recreational purposes.”

In an archaeologically rich area of cen-
tral Israel, Zias found another clue. While
excavating a tomb from the late Roman
period in the town of Beit Shemesh 10
years ago, he found the skeleton of a 14-
year-old girl who died in childbirth around
390 A.D. On her stomach was a fleck of a
burnt brownish, black substance.

“I thought it was incense,” Zias said.
But when he had it analyzed by police and
chemists at Hebrew University, it turned
out to be a seven gram mixture of hashish,
dried seeds, fruit and common reeds.

Seven glass vessels containing traces
of the drug were found near the skeleton.
She probably used them to inhale the
smoky cocktail to aid her delivery.
Medical researchers have found that other
than relaxing the user, hashish increases
the force and frequency of contractions in
women giving birth; and it was used in
deliveries until the 19th century, after
which new drugs were developed.
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Afghanistan attack

Karel Prinsloo/Associated Press
A British soldier patrols a street in Kabul, Afghanistan, after security was
stepped up following an attack on an Afghan army base in Kabul Wednesday.
Attackers struck after dawn Wednesday against an Afghan army base in
south Kabul, and up to 15 people were killed, including 11 guerrillas, author-
ities reported. The base commander claimed the attackers were Arabs and
Pakistanis, but that could not be confirmed. It was the most serious battle in
the capital area in months, and came just a day after U.S. troops killed four
men in Kunar province, 90 miles to the northeast.

Saudi Arabia will deny U.S. access to attack Iraq
BY DONNA ABU-NASR
Associated Press Writer

JIDDAH, Saudi Arabia — Saudi Arabia will not
give the United States access to bases in the kingdom for
an attack on Saddam Hussein, but the foreign minister
said Wednesday the longtime U.S. ally does not plan to
expel American forces from an air base used for flights to
monitor Iraq.

In an interview with The Associated Press, Prince
Saud said the 70-year-old U.S.-Saudi alliance was just as
solid now as before the Sept. 11 terror attacks on the
United States.

He said Osama bin Laden, who was stripped of Saudi
citizenship and who directed the al-Qaida attacks, had
intended to drive a wedge between the two countries
when he chose 15 Saudi citizens to be among the 19
hijackers who crashed planes into the World Trade
Center in New York and the Pentagon.

Beyond that, Saud denied the kingdom sends financial
aid to Palestinian suicide bombers who have killed more
than 260 Israelis in 22 months of Mideast violence.

Opposition to a U.S. attack to overthrow Saddam is
gaining strength in Europe as well.

In an interview published Wednesday, German
Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder said military action would
wreck the international front fighting terrorism worldwide
and in Afghanistan, throw the Mideast into turmoil and
hurt the world economy.

In Britain, a country seen as President Bush’s strongest
backer against Iraq, Mike O’Brien, Foreign Office minis-
ter for the Middle East, suggested Baghdad’s recent ges-
ture to readmit weapons inspectors could make military
action unnecessary.

Saud said his government had made no secret of its
opposition to a U.S. strike on Iraq. When asked if the

kingdom would allow the United States to use Saudi
facilities for such an attack, the prince said:

“We have told them we don’t (want) them to use Saudi
grounds.”

The United States reportedly has quietly moved
weapons, equipment and communications gear from
Saudi Arabia to the al-Udeid Air Base in Qatar in recent
months, concerned the kingdom would limit
Washington’s ability to act freely in the region.

In Washington, Defense Secretary Donald H.
Rumsfeld said talk of a U.S. strike against Saddam
Hussein was hypothetical and that the president had not
asked the Saudis for use of their territory.

“The president has not proposed such a thing; there-
fore, I don’t find it really something that has been
engaged as such,” Rumsfeld said in response to a ques-
tion about Saud’s remarks.

The Saudi prince, while not addressing Bush’s decla-
rations that Saddam must be removed as Iraq’s leader,
said U.S. goals could be met with other tactics.

“The attack is not the right policy to take, especially
since there is a possibility of implementing what the
attack is purported to be used for — which is the return
of the (U.N. weapons) inspectors,” he said.

Saud spoke English during the interview at his office
in the seaside Conference Palace complex, and stressed
his government had relayed its views consistently to
Washington both in public and private.

Bush offered assurances Wednesday he would
explore all options and consult broadly before choosing
a method of dealing with “threats that could eventually
hurt our freedoms.”

“I will promise you that I will be patient and deliber-
ate, that we will continue to consult with Congress and,
of course, we’ll consult with our friends and allies,” he
said during a speech in Mississippi.

The United States has spoken publicly about ousting
Saddam for his refusal to live up to promises he made at
the conclusion of the Gulf War, including his refusal to
allow the return of U.N. weapons inspectors.

Under U.N. Security Council resolutions, sanctions
imposed after Iraq’s 1990 invasion of Kuwait cannot be
lifted until U.N. inspectors certify that its biological,
chemical, and nuclear weapons have been destroyed
along with the long-range missiles to deliver them.

Last week, Iraq invited U.N. chief weapons inspector
Hans Blix to Baghdad for technical discussions that
could lead to a resumption of the inspections, more than
3 1/2 years after inspectors left Iraq ahead of U.S. and
British airstrikes and were barred from returning.

Washington has dismissed the invitation as a ploy and
U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan rejected the Iraqi
offer, saying Baghdad must accept Security Council
terms for the return of weapons inspectors.

The Saudi sentiments on a new attack against Iraq are
shared by most Arab nations even though they joined the
U.S.-led Gulf War coalition that liberated Kuwait in
1991. Saudi Arabia invited U.S. troops to the oil-rich
kingdom to help defend it against Saddam’s forces.

But now, with strong anti-American sentiment rising
in the region because of the perceived U.S. backing for
Israel against the Palestinians, Arab leaders say this is not
the time to risk further instability.

Asked about reports Saudi Arabia had asked the United
States to remove gradually its thousands of troops from
the Prince Sultan air base, Saud said “nothing of this sort
has happened ... nothing is happening in the present, and
we don’t consider that anything will change in the future.”

Saud said he was unaware of any troops or equipment
being moved out of the base and declared Saudi support
for continuation of decade-old U.S. patrols of Iraqi skies
to keep Saddam’s army in check.

Archaeologists unraveling ancient Mideast drug trade
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BY RONALD BLUM
AP Sports Writer

NEW YORK — Baseball players ended decades of
opposition to mandatory drug testing Wednesday by agree-
ing to be checked for illegal steroids starting next year.

Under the proposal, which addresses one of the key
issues in contract talks, players would be subjected to one
or more unannounced tests in 2003 to determine the level
of steroid use. If the survey showed “insignificant” use, a
second round of tests would be set up in 2004 to verify
the results.

If more than 5 percent of the tests were positive in either
survey, players would be randomly tested for two years.

The union did not say what penalties, if any, would be
levied against players who test positive for steroids.

“We had an obligation to bargain on it. It was a seri-
ous issue,” union head Donald Fehr said. “It took a lot of
time and effort and thought.”

It was unclear how management would react to the
players’ offer.

“We haven’t had any feedback yet,” Fehr said.
Owners, however, have proposed far more extensive

testing.
Players would be tested three times a year for steroids

and other performance-enhancing drugs, and once a year
for illegal drugs such as cocaine.

Former MVPs Jose Canseco and Ken Caminiti admit-
ted steroid use earlier this year, and Canseco estimated that
up to 85 percent of all major leaguers took muscle-enhanc-
ing drugs during the years he played, 1985 to 2001.

“As players, we want to be able to clear our name from
what Caminiti and Canseco said,” Toronto’s Vernon Wells
said. “Unfortunately, we have to prove our innocence. If
none of that happened we wouldn’t have to do this.”

Fehr wouldn’t say how widespread support for testing
was among players. USA Today reported last month that it
surveyed 750 players in June and that 79 percent of those

responding supported independent testing for steroid use.
The NFL and NBA test players for steroids and illegal

drugs. The NHL has a policy similar to baseball’s, testing
players only if there is cause. For example, a player could
be tested if he is convicted of a crime involving drugs or
enters rehab.

Under the baseball union’s proposal, players could
also be tested for illegal steroids if teams showed “rea-
sonable cause.”

Both sides also discussed minimum salary, benefits
and debt control.

The union’s executive board is to meet Monday in
Chicago and could set a strike date for what would be
baseball’s ninth work stoppage since 1972.

Players fear that without a contract to replace the deal
that expired Nov. 7, owners would change work rules or
lock them out after the World Series. The union wants to
control the timing of a potential work stoppage, preferring
late in the season, when more pressure is on the owners.

By The Associated Press

MASON, Ohio — Fourth seed Tim
Henman lost to Fernando Gonzalez in
the second round of the Cincinnati
Masters Series tournament Wednesday
7-6 (3), 6-2.

Top-seed Lleyton Hewitt, the reign-
ing U.S. Open and Wimbledon cham-
pion, advanced when his opponent,
Davide Sanguinetti, withdrew because
of a right toe injury.

No. 12 seed Andy Roddick earned
his second consecutive straight-set win
6-4, 6-3 over Nicolas Kiefer. No. 16
Carlos Moya advanced with a 6-2, 6-4
win over Sjeng Schalken.

Also advancing to the third round
were Tommy Robredo, who eliminated
Greg Rusedski 6-2, 3-6, 6-3, and
Xavier Malisse, who outlasted Ivan
Ljubicic 4-6, 7-6 (7), 7-6 (7).

Malisse has gone to tiebreakers in
four of six sets through the first two
rounds, winning three.

Henman, who also lost to Gonzalez
in the first round of the Rome Masters
Series in May, fell behind 4-0 in the sec-
ond set before fighting back to set up
three break points in the seventh game.

But Gonzalez fought off all three
points to hold serve, and Henman dou-
ble-faulted on match point to complete

Gonzalez’s upset.
“I was pretty confident coming in,

which adds to the mystery of why I
played so poorly,” Henman said. “The
conditions weren’t the best. It was
windy and the balls were bouncing
around, but that couldn’t hide the fact
of how badly I played.”

Hewitt had been leading, 5-0, in the
first set when Sanguinetti withdrew.

“I still don’t know where my game
is,” Hewitt said. “Obviously, it would
have been a lot nicer to have won prop-
erly, but I’m through to the round of 16
and can’t complain. Obviously, match-
es are going to get tougher and tougher
from now on.”

Hewitt said he plans to appeal the
ATP’s decision to fine him for refusing
an ESPN interview two days before his
first-round match Tuesday. Hewitt dis-
agrees with the ATP ruling that the
interview was part of his contractual
obligations.

As a player ranked in the top 10,
Hewitt faces a fine of either $20,000 or
half his prize money, whichever is
greater. Each player who reaches the
round of 16 earns $30,000.

Up next for Hewitt is Finland’s
Jarkko Nieminen, who held off qualifi-
er Hyung-Taik Lee 6-2, 3-6, 7-5.

WTA Tour JP Morgan Chase Open Results
By The Associated Press

Wednesday at The Manhattan Country Club, Manhattan Beach, Calif.
Purse: $575,000 (Tier II)   Surface: Hard-Outdoor

SINGLES
Second Round
Daja Bedanova (8), Czech Republic, def. Alexandra Stevenson, United States, 6-3, 6-2.
Anne Kremer (10), Luxembourg, def. Marie-Gaianeh Mikaelian, Switzerland, 6-2, 6-2.
Nathalie Dechy (15), France, def. Iroda Tulyaganova, Uzbekistan, 6-4, 6-2.
Janette Husarova, Slovakia, def. Meghann Shaughnessy (14), United States, 6-4, 6-4.
Eleni Daniilidou, Greece, def. Daniela Hantuchova (6), Slovakia, 6-4, 6-2.
Amanda Coetzer, South Africa, def. Anna Smashnova (11), Israel, 6-0, 6-2.

Baseball players agree to test for steroids

Henman eliminated; Hewitt, Roddick advance

Al Behrman/Associated Press
Andy Roddick hits a volley during a second-round match with Nicolas Kiefer, of
Germany, at the Masters Series Cincinnati tournament Wednesday in Mason, Ohio.
Roddick beat Kiefer 6-4, 6-3.

BY NANCY ARMOUR
AP Sports Writer

With the sport reeling from accusa-
tions of an Olympic fix, the U.S.
Figure Skating Association is calling
for an independent ethics commission.

Now.
USFSA president Phyllis Howard

sent International Skating Union head
Ottavio Cinquanta a letter asking that
such a commission be formed “with all
deliberate speed.”

“I am concerned that there is a
residual effect here, that people have in
their minds that it is a corrupt sport,”
Howard, a member of the ISU council,
said Wednesday.

“I do think it’s very important the
ISU deal with this in such a way that it
puts to rest any perception that skating
is a corrupt sport.”

Such a board could look into ques-

tions about the Salt Lake City Games,
but also any future ethical problems.

Howard recommended that the
ethics panel be independent of the ISU
council, which currently handles disci-
plinary matters. While she didn’t want
to get into details until Cinquanta
responds, she left open the possibility
of involving people outside the sport.

“It is critical,” she wrote in her let-

U.S. skating federations asks
ISU to form ethics panel

ter, “that the integrity of such a group is
beyond reproach and has immediate public
acceptance.”

There was no answer to a telephone call
placed to ISU headquarters in Lausanne,
Switzerland, on Wednesday.

Reputed Russian mobster Alimzhan
Tokhtakhounov was arrested last week in
Italy on a U.S. criminal complaint accusing
him of fixing the results of the pairs and ice
dancing competitions at the Salt Lake City

Olympics. The complaint, filed in Manhattan
federal court, was based on wiretaps.

Italian police said Tokhtakhounov might
have contacted up to six judges to help secure
a gold medal for the Russians in pairs in
exchange for a victory by the French ice
dancing team.

Tokhtakhounov has denied the accusa-
tions. On Tuesday, he said he will fight extra-
dition to the United States, a battle that could
drag on for weeks.

“I am concerned that ...
people have in 

their minds that it is 
a corrupt sport.”

— PHYLLIS HOWARD
USFSA president
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Reality Check®

By Dave Whammond
Speed Bump®

By Dave Coverly

Natural Selection®

By Russ Wallace

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
by Chuck Shepard 

Fugitive caught by DNA sample of saliva
Eight-year fugitive John Thomas Boston, 39, who mailed a note in March to

Louisville, Ky., police just as he crossed into Canada, informing them that they would
never catch him, was arrested in April in Dallas and charged not only as a fugitive but for
the first time with three 1994 rapes. Boston's main error (other than returning to the U.S.
from Canada) was to lick the envelope containing the taunting note; his DNA allegedly
matched evidence from the rapes.

NO ARTIFICIAL FLAVORS, COLORS OR
PRESERVATIVES ADDED. NEVER

PROCESSED, PICKED FRESH DAILY.
100% ORGANIC NEWS ...

Santa Monica Daily Press
310.458.7737

Fax: 310.576.9913
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Quick Cash. Classifieds for $1 per day.
up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word 

call 310-458-7737 and sell your stuff to over 15,000 interested, local buyers.

Creative
STARVING ARTIST? Show-
case your work through promo-
tion in the classifieds! easily 
reach over 15,000 interested 
readers for a buck a day! Call 
(310)458-7737 to place your ad 
today.

Employment
ASSISTANT TO President for 
small investment firm. Requires 
MS Word, AOL, Excel, Act, 50-
60 wpm, dictation, phones, re-
ports, travel arrangements. Fax 
to: (310) 827-5541

ATTENTION LOCAL EMPLOY-
ERS! The Santa Monica Daily 
Press is your ticket to future 
employees that live in the area! 
Ask about our hiring guarantee! 
Call (310)458-7737 to place 
your ad today.

EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT Real 
Estate Attorney seeking full-
time executive/personal assis-
tant in Santa Monica. Computer 
literate, organized, and detailed 
oriented. Fax resume and sal-
ary request to (310)883-2917.

EXPERIENCED TELESALES
person needed. Outbound clas-
sified ad sales. Experience pre-
ferred. Self starter. Plenty of 
leads. Aggressive pay/commis-
sion structure. Call 310-458-
7737 x 104.

HIGHLY PRODUCTIVE detail 
oriented legal secretary for very 
busy sole practitioner. Flexible 
hours. Fax resume of this spe-
cific experience to 310-656-
0028

PRODUCTION 
ASSISTANT NEEDED

The Daily Press is looking for 
a part-time production assis-
tant. Proficient in Quark 4.1, 
Photoshop 6. & Illustrator 8.
Flexible hours. Fax Resume 
to (310)576-9913  ATT: Del

RECEPT/OFC ASST Culver 
City Co. seeking organized, 
friendly person w/solid phone 
skills. Must know Word/Excel.
Fax: (310)280.2838

SCHEDULING COORDINA-
TOR: Orthodontics, we are 
looking for a bright enthusiastic 
person to join our team. Must 
have excellent communication 
and people skills, cheerful voice 
and appearance. M-F 1:00 to 
5:30. (310)546-5097.

STRANDED BRITISH na-
tional seeks employment.
FT/PT. Anything considered.
Must be cash in hand. Con-
tact (310)394-9779.

Employment
THE SANTA Monica Daily 
Press is looking for a Display 
Advertising Account Executives.
Media advertising and consul-
tave/solution based selling ex-
perience helpful. Fax or e-mail 
resume to Ross Furukawa at 
(310)576-9913 or 
ross@smdp.com.

For Sale
LADIES STORE Merchandise.
Including showcase, cash coun-
ter, glass diplays, etc. $5,000 
OBO. (310)399-3397

SANTA MONICA furniture busi-
ness for sale. Great deal, must 
sell, very good location. Willing 
to carry inventory more than 
75K, asking only 45K.
(818)472-6033.

SEA KAYAK Cobra Explorer sit 
on top. White with rear cut out 
for scuba, fins and snorkel or 
beer cooler. Two hatches, seat, 
paddle, and leg straps. Good 
condition. Excellent boat for 
surf, exploring, or just tooling 
around. Everything for $400.00.
(310)922-4060

TWO ELECTRIC Beach cruis-
ers. E.V. Warriors, fully-
dressed, LED Turnsignals, 
brakelights, rearview mirrors, 
headlight, speedometer, 6 
speed. Both bikes, $1200.00
(818)202-3827

Furniture
100% ITALIAN Leather set 
w/couch and loveseat. Brand 
new, still in crate. List $2495.00.
Sacrafice, $895.00. Can deliver! 
(310)350-3814.

BRAND NEW Italian leather so-
fa. Beautiful! Still in bubble 
wrap. Must move! Cost 
$995.00. Sacrafice $495.00.
Can deliver! (310)350-3814

DELUXE OAK roll-top desk.
Holds computer and much 
more! 60”x36”x54” Beautiful 
desk! $1250.00 OBO (310)386-
8691

ENTERTAINMENT TV Stand, 
VCR, 36 inch TV (brand new!) 
Total $350.00 OBO. Call for in-
dividual pricing. (347)645-4426

FOR SALE, Relocating! Sofa 
bed, loveseat, coffee and end 
tables, rug. Perfect condition.
Only five months old. Entire set 
$1100.00 OBO. Call to negoti-
ate individual pricing. (347)645-
4426.

KING DOUBLE Pillowtop Mat-
tress Set. Brand new in original 
wrapper. List $895.00. Sacra-
fice $295.00. Must sell! 
(310)350-3814.

QUEEN DOUBLE Pillowtop 
Mattress Set. Brand name, still 
in plastic with Warranty. List 
$595.00. Sacrifice $155.00.
(310)350-3814.

Furniture
QUEEN ORTHOPEDIC Mat-
tress Set. Semi-firm. Brand 
new. Still in box. Can deliver.
$125.00. (310)350-3814.

Jewelry

INSTANT
CASH FOR OLD

JEWELRY AND OTHER 
UNUSUAL OLD 

INTERESTING THINGS.
(310)393-1111

Wanted

HOUSE/ PET- SITTING. Ex-
change for accommodations.
Available Immediately. Mature, 
quiet, responsible California 
homeowner. References.
(310)383-4908

NURSE AID companion needed 
quadriplegic male, for live in, in 
exchange for room, board and 
salary. (323)850-8517

STRANDED BRITISH na-
tional seeks employment.
FT/PT. Anything considered.
Must be cash in hand. Con-
tact (310)394-9779.

For Rent
BRENTWOOD ADJACENT
$1550.00 2bdrm/2ba condo.
Central air, fireplace, 2 car ga-
rage, R/S, W/D, gated building, 
carpet. (818)404-7516.

MARINA PENINSULA
$1995.00 Large 1 bedroom on 
the beach w/ hardwood floors 
and private patio. Beautiful 
Ocean view. Private garage. No 
pets. (310)396-4443

ELLY NESIS

MARINA PENINSULA
$4995.00 3bdrm/3.5 bath beach 
front condo in newer luxury 
building with amazing ocean 
and mountain views, gourmet 
kitchen, W/D, steam/shower, ja-
cuzzi bathtub and much more.
Must see to appreciate. 1 year 
lease, no pets. (310)396-4443

ELLY NESIS

MARKET YOUR apartment in 
the only comprehensive, local 
guide that is FREE to renters! 
For a buck a day, you can’t af-
ford not to! Call (310)458-7737 
to place your classified ad to-
day.

SANTA MONICA $1300.00  Co-
zy 2 bdrm, PET OK, stove, 
crpts, lndry, close to SMC, 
pkng. Westside Rentals 395-
RENT

For Rent
MDR ADJACENT $1400.00 
2+2, gated building, subterrani-
an parking, AC, newer building, 
courtyard area, quiet neighbor-
hood, laundry room, 1 year 
lease, no pets. (310)578-9729

ELLY NESIS

MDR ADJACENT $825.00 Stu-
dio, gated building, subterranian 
parking. Newer building with 
courtyard area, quiet neighbor-
hood. Laundry room, 1 year 
lease, no pets. (310)578-9729

ELLY NESIS

NEW STUDIO Apartments 
from $1100.00 to $1400.00. Six 
blocks from the beach. Three 
blocks from Third St. Prome-
nade area! Waiting list forming 
now. (310)656-0311.
www.breezesuites.com

PRIME BRENTWOOD
$1850.00 2bd/2ba Gorgeous! 
Front upper. Balcony w/view.
Fireplace, wetbar, 2 car park-
ing. 11755 Dorothy St. Walk to 
Brentwood Village, 2 miles from 
UCLA. (310)820-1673

SANTA MONICA $985.00 
Clean 1 bdrm, r/s, crpts, patio, 
lndry, pkng. Westside Rentals 
395-RENT

SANTA MONICA $1250.00 
Spacious 2 bdrms, stove, crpts, 
balcony, lrg clsts, lndry, pkng.
Westside Rentals  395-RENT

SANTA MONICA $645  Cozy 
Bach Pad, frig, crpts, lndry, 
great view of Marina, pkng.
Westside Rentals  395-RENT

SANTA MONICA $900.00 
Lovely 1 bdrm, r/s, crpts, balco-
ny, d/w, lndry, bright, pkng.
Westside Rentals 395-RENT

SANTA MONICA $995.00 
1bdrm w/ stove and refrigerator.
Upper. (310)450-0646

SM $2100.00 2bdrm/2ba, 3 
blocks from ocean. Hardwood 
floors, balcony, oceanview.
Available Aug. 20th. (310)399-
1273

VENICE $1095.00 Very spa-
cious 1 bedroom, completely re-
modeled. New everything. Utilit-
ies paid. Must see. 1 parking 
space off street. No pets. 1 year 
lease. (310)396-4443.

ELLY NESIS

VENICE $650.00 Unfurnished 
studio, no pets. R/S, hardwood 
floors. Bright, painted. Month to 
month. (310)392-1871

VENICE $795.00 Very nice, 
sunny studio 1/2 block from 
beach, new paint, new carpet, 
very clean, large closet, 1 year 
lease, no pets. (310)396-4443

ELLY NESIS

For Rent
VENICE BEACH $1995.00 In-
credible, large work/live space.
Free standing brick building, ex-
posed brick walls, w/new kitch-
en and bath. One block from 
the ocean. 14 ft ceilings, sky-
lights, concrete floors, parking, 
1 year lease, no pets. (310)466-
9778.

ELLY NESIS

VENICE BEACH $2100.00 
Craftsman duplex 1/2 block 
from the beach, 2 bedroom, 2 
bath upper, hardwood floors.
Top floor, fireplace. Beautiful 
building. Has been totally up-
graded, 2 car gated parking. 1 
year lease. No pets. (310)396-
4443.

ELLY NESIS

VENICE BEACH $2500.00 
Residential loft, completely ren-
ovated. 1bdrm/2ba, oakwood 
floors, high ceilings, roogtop pa-
tio, balcony, 2 car parking, lots 
of windows, lots of storage.
Great looking unit. Open house 
Sat 10am to 2pm. (310)396-
4443

ELLY NESIS

VENICE BEACH $795.00 Sun-
ny studio 1 block from beach.
Hardwood floors and full kitch-
ens. Nery clean, security build-
ing. 1 year lease, no pets.
(310)396-4443.

ELLY NESIS

VENICE BEACH front 1930’s 
bath house. $995.00 Complete-
ly renovated 4-story brick build-
ing with lots of charm and un-
beatable views of the ocean, 
mountains and sunsets. Single 
w/full kitchen and bathroom, 
w/exposed brick. Laundry room, 
water and gas paid. 1 year 
lease, no pets. (310)450-1934

ELLY NESIS

Houses For Rent
MARKET YOUR rental house in 
the only comprehensive, local 
guide that is FREE to renters.
For a buck a day, you can’t af-
ford not to! Call (310)458-7737 
to place your classified ad to-
day.

SANTA MONICA $1250.00  Co-
zy Bungalow, CAT OK, r/s, 
hrdwd flrs, lndry, yard, pkng.
Westside Rentals 395-RENT

SANTA MONICA $1350.00  Co-
zy Gst Hse, PET OK, hrwd flrs, 
patio, w/d, pkng. Westside 
Rentals 395-RENT

SANTA MONICA $1500.00 
Hse, CAT OK, r/s, hrdwd flrs, 
lrg clsts, w/d, sundeck, pkng.
Westside Rentals 395-RENT

SANTA MONICA $1600.00 
Furn. Cottage, PET OK, r/s, 
crpts, lndry, yard, pkng, util+cbl 
incl. Westside Rentals 395-
RENT

Houses For Rent
SANTA MONICA $950.00 
Charming Hse, PET OK, r/s, 
pkng, a must see!  Westside 
Rentals  395-RENT

Roommates
W. LA $500.00 per month. Pool 
house, share bath, partial utilit-
ies. Refrigerator, microwave, 
oven, toasteroven. Available 
now! Elaine (310)391-2718

Commercial Lease
COMMERCIAL SPACE can be 
leased quickly if you market to 
the right crowd. Reach local 
business owners by running 
your listing in the Daily Press.
Call (310)458-7737 to place 
your listing for only a buck a 
day.

VENICE $695.00 250 sq. ft. of-
fice space with bathroom. High 
ceiling. large window. Fresh 
paint. Just off Abbot Kinney. 1 
year lease. (310)396-4443

ELLY NESIS

VENICE BEACH $1750.00 Of-
fice space with 4 parking 
spaces, one big room with high 
ceilings, skylights and rollup 
door. (310)396-4443

ELLY NESIS

Real Estate
WAREHOUSE OR Loft Style 
living. Quiet neighborhood. High 
celings. Kitchen. 2 bathrooms.
2000 sq/ft. Corner lot. M2 Zone.
$210,000. Broker 323-654-
0478.

Storage Space
SINGLE CAR Garage - En-
closed @ 1217 9th St., Santa 
Monica. $160.00/mo Manuel 
(310)391-1409

Vehicles for sale
91’ OLDS Trofeo. 38,000 miles.
Excellent condition. Perfect sec-
ond car. $ 3200.00  (310)470-
9070.

94 FORD Escort Wagon. Blue, 
great condition. Brand new 
brakes, new tires, clean title.
Runs like a top. Sport racks, 
A/C, seats 5. CD player, 5 
speed manual. Blue Book 
3,360. Will sacrifice for $3,100.
310-922-4060.

Massage

MASSAGE CARING,
soothing, relaxing full body 
therapeutic, Swedish / back 
walking. You will melt in my 
magic hands! 
Home/hotel/office/outdoors 
ok. 1-4 hours. Non sexual 
out call. Anytime or day.
Page Doris  (310)551-2121.

WE ARE THE CLASSIEST GIG IN TOWN!
Call Angela at the Santa Monica Daily Press

310.458.7737 ext.101
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Today
CCoommmmuunniittyy

Wilshire/Montana Neighborhood Coalition Open
Board of Directors Meeting, Thursday, August 8,
7-9PM, at the Ken Edwards Center will feature a 
discussion of the Sustainability Element of the
Santa Monica City General Plan. City staff mem-
ber, Dean Kubani will present the results of a 10-
month effort to determine indicators of sustain-
ability and how to measure them. The status of
efforts to save the Ballona Wetlands will also be
presented, along with results of the neighbor-
hood group's Annual Meeting.

The Westside Walkers, a FREE program spon-
sored by UCLA Healthcare's 50-Plus Program!
Walking programs for adults 50 or older looking
for safe, low-impact exercise in a comfortable
environment. The Westside Walkers meet
Tuesdays and Thursdays, from 8 a.m.To 10 a.m.,
at Westside Pavilion, Pico Blvd. Between
Overland Ave. and Westwood Blvd. In West LA.
For more information about the program, call

(800)516-5323.

Senior Suppers - Discounted meals for people
AGE 55 or older are served daily, from 3:30 p.m.
To 7 p.m., in the cafeteria at Santa Monica-UCLA
Medical Center, 1250 16th Street in Santa
Monica. $3.69 Info only: (310)319-4837.

TThheeaatteerr  //  AArrttss

Santa Monica Playhouse is proud to present
Picon Pie! The World Premiere of a joyous and
poignant musical play about the life and loves of
legendary Molly Picon. Admission is $23.50.
Show starts at 8:00 p.m. 1211 4th Street, Santa
Monica. For more information please call
(310)394-9779 or visit www.santamonicaplay-
house.com.

Los Angeles Arts Academy, Summer Art Camp
in Santa Monica & Westchester. Ages 5 to 13
years old. Lots of fun: art, acting, singing,
karaoke, drawing, sculpture, drum circles, field
trips & more! June 24 through August 16, M-F. 9
a.m. To 3 p.m. (except field trip days). Now
enrolling! laarts@earthlink.net.

Friday
CCoommmmuunniittyy

Santa Monica Strutters, a FREE program spon-
sored by UCLA Healthcare's 50-Plus Program!
Walking programs for adults 50 or older looking
for safe, low-impact exercise in a comfortable
environment. The Santa Monica Strutters meet
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, from 8 a.m.
To 10 a.m., at Santa Monica Place, Fourth St.
and Broadway Ave. in Santa Monica.

Senior Suppers - Discounted meals for people
AGE 55 or older are served daily, from 3:30 p.m.
To 7 p.m., in the cafeteria at Santa Monica-UCLA
Medical Center, 1250 16th Street in Santa
Monica. $3.69 Info only: (310)319-4837.

CCllaasssseess

Los Angeles Arts Academy, Summer Art Camp
in Santa Monica & Westchester. Ages 5 to 13
years old. Lots of fun: art, acting, singing,

karaoke, drawing, sculpture, drum circles, field
trips & more! June 24 through August 16, M-F. 9
a.m. To 3 p.m. (except field trip days). Now
enrolling! laarts@earthlink.net.

MMuussiicc  //
EEnntteerrttaaiinnmmeenntt

Comedy Underground - All improv groups, spe-
cial on this Friday, $5.00 gets you in for all three
shows! Addle Essence $5.00, 8:00 p.m., Off The
Wall $5.00, 9:00 p.m., Unusual Suspects $5.00,
10:00 p.m. 320 Wilshire Blvd. (310)451-1800.
The Joint, 8771 W. Pico Blvd., W. LA. One of the
most exotic rooms in the local rock-facility pan-
theon. Pizza. Cover $10 - $5. Full bar. Over 21.
(310)275-2619.

Open Mic Music. UnUrban Coffeehouse. 3301
Pico Blvd., Santa Monica, (310)315-0056.

14 Below, 1348 14th St., Santa Monica. If the
band stinks, take advantage of commodious
booths, pool tables, and fireplace. Full Bar. Over
21. (310)451-5040.

Calendar items are printed free of charge as a service to our readers. Please submit your items to todayspaper@smdp.com for consideration. Calendar events are limited
by space, and will be run at the discretion of the Calendar Editor. The Daily Press cannot be held responsible for errors.

CCaalleennddaarr
Loews Broadway Cinema

1441 Third St. at Broadway
The Bourne Identity (PG-13)
11:30, 2:15, 5:00, 7:45. Stuart
Little 2 (PG) 11:00, 1:15, 3:30,
5:45, 7:55,10:00. Martin
Lawrence Live 11:15, 2:00,
4:45, 7:30, 10:15. Full Frontal
10:45, 1:30. 4:15, 7:00, 9:45.
10:30

Mann Criterion
1313 Third St.
Minority Report (PG-13) 3:10,
7:10, 10:30. Men in Black II
(PG-13) 11:30, 2:10, 4:45,
7:40,10:10. Austin Powers in
Goldmember (PG-13) 11:00,
12:30, 1:30, 2:30, 4:15, 5:15,
7:00, 8:00, 9:40, 10:40. My Big
Fat Greek Wedding (PG) 11:10,
5:00, 7:30, 10:00. K-19: The
Widowmaker (PG-13) 12:40,
4:00, 7:20,10:45. Lilo and Stitch
(PG) 10:45, 12:40, 2:45  XXX
(PG-13) 12:01

AMC Theatre SM 7
1310 3rd Street
Signs (PG-13) 12:00, 1:00, 2:35,
4:00, 5:15, 7:00, 7:55, 9:45,
10:30 Eight Legged Freaks (PG-
13) 9:35. The Country Bears(G)
12:10, 2:15, 4:45, 7:00, 9:30.
Mr. Deeds (PG-13) 12:30, 2:45,
5:00, 7:15. Road to Perdition
(R) 12:45, 4:15, 7:10, 9:20,
10:05. Reign of Fire (PG-13)
12:55, 3:15, 5:35, 8:00,10:20.

Landmark Nu-Wilshire
1314 Wilshire Blvd.
Sex and Lucia (NR) 1:30, 4:15,
7:00, 9:45. Lovely and Amazing
(R) 12:15, 2:30, 4:45, 7:15, 9:30.

Laemmle Monica
1332 2nd St.
Read My Lips (NR) 1:30, 4:15,
7:00, 9:45. Tadpole (PG-13)
1:30, 3:35, 5:40, 7:45, 9:55.
Who is Cletis Tout? (R) 1:00,
3:20, 5:40, 8:00,  10:20. The
Good Girl (R) 12:30, 2:50, 5:10,
7:30, 9:55.

m o v i e s

Thursday, August 8, 2002

KEEP YOUR DATE STRAIGHT
Promote your event in the Santa Monica Daily Press Calendar section. 

Fax all information to our Calendar Editor: Attention Angela @ 310.576.9913
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Massage

MASSAGE  ENJOY a really 
great, amazing and wonder-
ful full body massage.
Swedish, deep-tissue and 
Tantra. (Platonic only!) No 
time limit. Will come to you.
24/7  Cute, slim, fit, petite 
mature chocolate. 14 
years experience. Dolly’s 
pager (310)236-9627.

MASSAGE THERAPIST
C.M.T., M.S., Therapeutic mas-
sage with specialty in physically 
challenged elderly and rehabili-
tation. Burke (310)459-5973.

PROFESSIONAL Deep Tis-
sue bodywork by fit therapist.
Introductory offer: $35/hr or 
$65/2 hrs. Women: first hour 
free. Non-sexual. Paul:
310.741.1901.

SUMMERTIME SOOTHER!
Shiatsu, Lymphatic, Deep Tis-
sue, Sports, with handsome 
masseur. For women/men/cou-
ples. In/out. Angelo. (818)503-
1408.

TAKE CARE of yourself. In-
crease well-being and decrease 
stress. Rebalance body and 
mind. Michael, CMT/LMT. 310-
902-1564.

THE BEST solution to low cost 
advertising. Fill your appoint-
ment book by running your ad 
in the Daily Press. Only a buck 
a day, call (310)458-7737 to 
place your ad today.

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE,
Swedish, Accupressure, 
Deep-tissue, Sports Mas-
sage, Reflexology. For apt 
call Tracy at (310)435-0657.

Announcements
GET YOUR message out! For 
only a buck a day, call 
(310)458-7737 to run your an-
nouncement to over 15,000 in-
terested readers daily.

PRO SE of Neighborhood Proj-
ect needs volunteers for events 
that honor our heroes. (310) 
899-3888 pro.se@adelphia.net.

VOTE FOR Pro Se Santa Moni-
ca City Council! Our Residents, 
Businesses, Schools must 
come first!

Services

ALLDIS PLASTERING Inte-
rior finish plaster. Acoustic 
ceilings plastered smooth 
(no dust). (310) 458-9955

License number 701350

HOUSE CLEANING - Available 
6 a.m. to 2 p.m. Windows, 
laundry, general house clean-
ing. References available. Re-
sponsible. Reasonable prices.
Call Lalo (310) 313-0848.

QUICK AND Dirty (if the news-
print rubs off on your hands).
Market your small business in 
our services section for a buck 
a day. Call (310)458-7737.

Services

REMEDIES BY ROTH Car-
pentry, Handyman Services.
Reasonable rates. Contact 
Michael: (310)829-1316 
MSG. (323)610-1217 Cell.

SPECIAL EDUCATION Day 
program. Tutoring. Saturday 
program also available. For 
more information call Nelda.
(310)459-5973.

TALENTED, DECORATIVE
Painter. Walls, cabinets, furni-
ture, moldings...glazing, antiqu-
ing, refinishing and much more! 
Call for estimate. (310)612-
6042.

WEDDING PREP Dance les-
sons for couples. Learn ball-
room, salsa, swing. Gift cer-
tificates available. Free intro 
lesson. (310)828-7326 
www.weddingmusic2dance.com

Business Opps

ESTABLISHED FILM Produc-
tion company seeks financial 
partner for features and rentals.
(310)822-7891

Health/Beauty

OJAI’S BEST Kept Secret 
Monte Verde Garden & Spa 
Massage, Sauna, Spa & more! 
Located on a beautiful secluded 
21/2-acre setting. Call:
(805)649-6899

Massage Services

CLASSIFIEDS FOR only a buck
a day!  What could be a better
opportunity for your small
business?  Advertise in the
Daily Press and reach over
15,000 readers a day!  (310)
458-7737.

Can’t find the Daily Press in your neighborhood? 
Call us. We’ll take your suggestions.

(310) 458-PRESS (7737)
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• High Quality and 
High Performance Diaper

• No Leakage (Great for
Night Time Sleeping)

• Contains Vitamin E 
and Aloe Vera

• Completely Degradable Plastic*
Top sheet & inner liner that
allow the natural pulp material
inside to biodegrade 

• Learn more at www.earthpureproducts.com/
*complies w/ASTM D3826

Available exclusively at:

Westside Locations:
BEVERLY HILLS
239 N. Crescent Drive
(310) 274-3360

BRENTWOOD
11737 San Vicente Blvd.
(310) 826-4433

W. HOLLYWOOD
7871 Santa Monica Blvd.
(323) 848-4200

WEST LOS ANGELES
11666 National Blvd.
(310) 996-8840

$9.99
per case 
M — (38 ct.)
L — (34 ct.)

XL — (30 ct.)

DEGRADABLE* DISPOSABLE DIAPERS

A case of mistaken identity
By The Associated Press

BRANDENBURG, Ky. — Relatives went to a
funeral to mourn a teenager after a fatal car wreck, only
to learn that the body in the casket wasn’t his.

Their loved one, John D. Grubs Jr., was lying in a
hospital tended by the family of the boy who actually
died, John’s friend Jeremy Hylemon.

The mix-up wasn’t discovered for three days, until
Saturday’s funeral.

“People have been asking me how this happened, and
I have to tell them, ‘I don’t know,”’ said Richard Siclari,
a Jefferson County deputy coroner.

Many officials and hospital employees blamed grief
for the bad identifications by both families. But Jeremy’s
relatives say they raised questions but were brushed off.

Jeremy, 15, and John, 16, were together July 31 when
their car left the road and hit a tree. Both were flown to
Louisville for treatment, and the families were called in.
Jeremy died later that morning at University Hospital;
John had critical injuries but survived.

At Saturday’s funeral, John’s friend Joe Gatrost
noticed that the corpse had pierced ears. “The only rea-
son I had doubts was because John didn’t have his ears
pierced,” Gatrost said.

Jeremy’s maternal grandmother, Carol Kerns, was
called to the service and realized the boy in the coffin
was not John but her grandson, said Meade County
Sheriff’s Deputy William Sego. Otherwise, the body

would have been cremated, Sego said.
The Jefferson County coroner’s office confirmed the

identification Monday with dental records.
Kerns said that her daughter — Hylemon’s mother,

Kim — questioned whether the injured boy was Jeremy,
but hospital workers dismissed her.

“She said, ‘That don’t look like Jeremy. His nose is
too big.’ The hospital said he suffered head trauma when
he went through the windshield. She said, ‘Well, his
upper lip is fatter.’ And they said that’s due to the head
trauma,” Kerns told The Courier-Journal of Louisville.

“Every time she’d say something, they’d say it was
head trauma,” Kerns said.

Hospital spokeswoman Shelly Hazle denied the fam-
ily account, saying relatives did identify the injured teen
as Hylemon.

Siclari had escorted John’s family to a hospital room
to see the dead boy. The body didn’t have any facial
injuries, but a cloth covered the top of the head because
of a severe head injury.

“They cried and prayed and said, ‘This is John,”’
Siclari said. “It’s just a terrible case of mistaken identity.”

Jeremy’s family, meanwhile, watched over the boy who
turned out to be John for three days at the same hospital.

Snakes cut power
By The Associated Press

SANTA FE, N.M. — There were no sets, the orches-
tra was stuck on stage and performers had to change by
flashlight. But the show went on.

A power outage caused by two bull snakes that slithered
into a switching gear didn’t stop the Santa Fe Opera from
performing Tchaikovsky’s “Eugene Onegin” Monday
night. The electricity came on part-way through the opera.

The snakes’ interruption made for “an interesting
evening of theater” for the 2,100 people who attended,
said Tom Morris, the opera’s director of administration.

A generator provided some electricity for the theater,
but the orchestra — which usually is lowered electrical-

ly beneath the stage — was stuck in the middle, block-
ing the way for sets.

Performers prepared in a wardrobe area lit by
lanterns and flashlights. Battery-powered lanterns were
placed in nine bathrooms. Bartenders used flashlights.

The snakes weren’t so lucky. The voltage at the site
of the equipment “can be fatal to humans so the snakes
probably didn’t have a chance,” said Don Brown, a
spokesman for the Public Company of New Mexico.

A similar outage after an opening night performance
17 years ago was caused by a rodent that chewed
through a power cable and “didn’t survive the experi-
ence,” Morris said.

Cursing the sewers
By The Associated Press

LIVERMORE, Calif. — A man who put a curse on
the city’s sewer system said he will remove it if the city
apologizes.

Adam Fortunate Eagle Nordwall, formerly of
Hayward, claims to have put a curse on the city back in
the early 1970s, after he said officials mistreated a totem
pole he gave Livermore as a gift.

The 20-foot totem pole depicts Robert Livermore, the
town’s founder, sitting under an eagle, which is sup-
posed to protect the city.

When officials went to install the pole, they cut sev-
eral feet off the bottom and set it in concrete.

Nordwall said the act desecrated his work of art, and
demanded it be restored. When city officials refused,
Nordwall said he put a curse on the sewer system.

A week later, sewers in the city backed up.
Workers restored the pole, and in 1995 upgraded it

with new paint.
But Nordwall said he will only lift the curse if the

city apologizes during an official ceremony.
Mayor Marshall Kamena supports the idea.
“I’d rather not mess with something I don’t under-

stand,” he said Tuesday.


