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SUPER LOTTO
312 31 39 47
Meganumber: 7
Jackpot: $55 Million
FANTASY 5
2716 22 29
DAILY 3
Daytime: 386
Evening: 473
DAILY DERBY

1st: 05 California Classic

2nd: 08 Gorgeous George
3rd: 06 Whirl Win
RACE TIME:  1:41.98

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the winning number
information, mistakes can occur. In the event o any discrepancies, California
State laws and California Lottery regulations will prevail. Compiete game
information and prize claiming instructions are available at California Lottery
retailers. Vist the California State Lottery web site: htp://www.calottery.com

NEWS OF THE WEIRD

3 BY CHUCK SHEPARD

A 21-year-old student at University of
Tennessee-Chattanooga died after
pulling her car into a garage and closing
the door behind her but leaving the
engine running while continuing a long
cell phone call (February). A 54-year-old
man in the Tokyo suburb of Musash-
imurayama became the latest person to
be killed by a suicide jumper's inadver-
tently landing on him (December).

TODAY IN HISTORY

Today is the 217th day of 2005.
There are 148 days left in the year.

On Aug. 5, 1864, during the Civil War,
Union Admiral David G. Farragut is said
to have ordered, “Damn the torpedoes,
full speed ahead!” as he led his fleet
against Mobile Bay, Ala.

In 1924, the comic strip “Little Orphan
Annie,” by Harold Gray, made its
debut.

In 1962, actress Marilyn Monroe, 36,
was found dead in her Los Angeles
home; her death was ruled a probable
suicide from an overdose of sleeping
pills.

QUOTE OF THE DAY

“One can live in the shadow
of an idea without grasping it.”

ELizABETH BowEN
IRISH AUTHOR (1899-1973)
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A series of trash haulers at the City Yards located off of Michigan Avenue
caught fire Wednesday evening, filling the sky with a billowing smoke cloud.

Gas-powered vehicles
burn in city yard blaze

BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITY YARDS — Four trash
trucks operating on compressed
natural gas burned to a crisp
Wednesday evening, creating a
massive cloud of smoke and
flames that reached far into the
approaching night sky.

No one was injured in the
blaze, for which the damage is
estimated to be at least $1.3 mil-
lion, said Santa Monica Fire
Department Capt. Ken Polhill. It
took firefighters nearly 20 minutes
to get the fire under control and a
couple more hours to completely
extinguish the area. The fire was

reported to the SMFD at 7:52 p.m.

Officials do know the cause of
the fire, and have yet to determine
what ignited the compressed nat-
ural gas (CNG) filling station at
the city yards.

Several trucks and city vehi-
cles, like Big Blue Buses, were
parked at the yards, hooked up to
the CNG station. The station
allows the vehicles to slowly fill,
with the pump automatically shut-
ting off when full, Polhill said.

The tanks are designed not to
explode — they have a relief valve
built in to them in case of a leak,
but the fuel already in the trucks is

See CITY YARDS, page 11

Bad behavior:
School board
checking itself

BY RYAN HYATT
Daily Press Staff Writer

SMMUSD HDQTRS — School
district officials are re-evaluating
their behavior in the aftermath of a
board member bringing former
gang members onto a local high
school campus to tell struggling
students why crime doesn’t pay.

Santa Monica-Malibu Unified
School District governing board
members reviewed a staff report
last week which details proposed
updates to the rules by which they
are expected to conduct them-
selves as elected officials. The
report comes in light of criticism
by some toward school board

member Oscar de la Torre, who, in
the week following an April brawl
at Santa Monica High School,
brought two former gang mem-
bers on campus to share their
experiences and urge students to
pursue a violence-free lifestyle.

No action was taken on the
staff report during the Thursday,
July 28 meeting, said John Deasy,
SMMUSD superintendent. The
school board requested the staff
report be brought back in coming
weeks for further discussion and
possible action.

Deasy did not say whether pro-

See BAD BEHAVIOR, page 10

Fabian Lewkowicz/Daily Press

A car sits idle after crashing into the wall of a business on Pico Boulevard.

Driver takes a turn for worse

BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

PICO BLVD. — An elderly man
crashed his car into an insurance
office building on Thursday after-
noon, leaving a gaping hole in the
wall and four automobiles damaged.

No one was injured.

At 4:30 p.m., the 85-year-old
driver, who hasn’t been identified,
was driving southbound on 14th
Street approaching Pico
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Boulevard. He made a right turn
and struck a vehicle in the left-turn
lane of eastbound Pico Boulevard.
The man also hit two additional
vehicles headed eastbound on
Pico Boulevard.

The driver then crashed into the
offices of Valdez Insurance
Agency and Sanchez and
Associates Notary Public, located
on the north side of the 1300 block

See CRASH, page 11
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Is your fitness program burning muscle instead of fat? Find out!
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Hang with friends, Gem

Santa Wonica Daily WDress

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS The stars show the kind of day you'll have:
* k% kx-Dynamic k**k-Positive *kk-Average **-So0-so k-Difficult

@ ARIES (March 21-April 19)

* % %% Sometimes you judge yourself
way too hard. Loosen up and accept who you are.
Don’'t hesitate to share ideas with others.
Brainstorm, chat or just hang out with friends.
You'll be surprised at how much comes up.
Tonight: Celebrate — it’s the weekend.

@ TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

A% Kk Take your time; don’t allow the
wool to be pulled over your eyes. Investigate, but
don’t make any decisions just yet. Listen to oth-
ers’ input. Your financial picture is changing.
Tonight: Quiet time at home.

@ GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

* %% %% You have a way with words
that opens doors and allows greater feedback
and flow. Your ideas are well-received. Others
build on them. Make sure your facts are ironclad.
Do as much research as you can. Tonight: Hang
with friends.

@ CANCER (June 21-July 22)

% Your partner or an associate might
have a way-out idea. Check it out, because what
might appear good right now could be problem-
atic later. Talk to others; get opinions. Be inven-
tive when it comes to clearing out exira work.
Tonight: Your treat.

@ LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

%% %% You might have a distorted
vision of someone close to you. In fact, when this
person falls off his or her pedestal, you might
blame him or her. You are not seeing the facts or
listening well to what this person says.
Discussions are key. Tonight: Whatever makes
the Lion happy.

@ VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

# %% Even though much might be going on
behind the scenes, where others don’t notice,
you are making many changes. Honor your cre-
ativity. An adjustment on the home front might be
inevitable. Think carefully. Tonight: It is OK to do
nothing.

@ LIBRA (Sept. 23-0ct. 22)

%% % %% You might not be the center of
everything that is happening, but you do enjoy
yourself in meetings. You're likely to revise some
previously held concepts. Your smile draws oth-
ers. Network and broaden your horizons. Tonight:
Where the action is.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

X * k% You might have a difficult time
clearing out of the limelight. You might want to
vanish or do something special with a friend or
loved one. Postpone plans and go with the
moment. Others admire your way of handling
issues. Tonight: Bring others together.

@ SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

L7l % % Your ability to get to the core of
a problem is well known to others. Use that abil-
ity for yourself. Suddenly, you might need to
revise your thinking. Break through rigidity.
Others point out different paths. Tonight: Take off.
Try a new activity.

@ CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

1% J %% %% Others have a lot to share if you
are willing to listen. Your ability to read between
the lines helps you understand a rousing concept.
Know that you don’t have to answer just yet.
Swap ideas. Tonight: One on one.

@ AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
%% % %% You have a way of casting illu-
sions or being able to inspire others. Know that
you have this ability, and use it to the max. Let
others make the call, knowing that you can claim
your power at any given moment. Tonight: Just
don’t be alone.

PISCES (Feh. 19-March 20)

K% % It might be hard to keep your focus,
but you must if you are going to get out of work
and start your weekend. Test a somewhat nebu-
lous thought on someone else. Make sure you are

on the same page. Tonight: Get some exercise.

L% THE ONLY SYSTEM CAPABLE OF | - -
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& L1
"
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COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Just did it: Run Hit Wonder kicks off in Santa Monica

By Daily Press staff

Santa Monica will serve as the training ground next week for this fall’s Nike Run
Hit Wonder Race.

The Nike Run Hit Wonder Race returns to Los Angeles on Sept. 24 at the Los
Angeles Coliseum, with 20,000 runners rocking the course to the sounds of Joan Jett
and the Blackhearts, and west coast natives The Donnas, as well as Fountains of
Wayne, Nina Sky, Z-Trip and The Aquabats.

Building off the success of last year’s sold-out race, the 2005 tour is coming back
with a summer of Run Hit Wonder events. To kick-off the official opening of this
year’s race registration, Nike and KIIS-FM will host a special Run Hit Wonder
training run and concert with an exclusive musical performance by duo Nina Sky at
the Santa Monica Pier’s “Drive-In at the Pier” next Tuesday. Partygoers also will
enjoy a post-event outdoor screening of “Austin Powers.”

Early race registrants will sport Nike Run Hit Wonder race gear for the evening
and will race to the pier from Nike’s Running Energy Center (REC) in Venice.
Additionally, early registrants are invited to continue the Run Hit Wonder-themed
evening at a post-event cocktail party at the REC.

The event marks the beginning of the summer of Nike Run Hit Wonder in Los
Angeles that will offer a host of events leading up to the race. Runners will have
access to the REC offering a series of programming as well as Nike’s free training
runs which will take place throughout the city and suburbs.

Interested participants can now register for the Run Hit Wonder race or find a
training run near them by visiting www.nikerunhitwonder.com. Trainees will try out
the new Nike Shox Cog and Nike Shox Go, Nike Sphere apparel and Triax Series
watches. All race registrants also will receive a custom designed Nike Run Hit
Wonder Dri-FIT T-shirt.

Los Angeles residents who want to participate in the special training run and the
Santa Monica Pier event can win tickets by listening to KIIS-FM, visiting the KIIS-
FM Beach Shack at the Santa Monica Pier, or by visiting Niketown LA. Please note
there are limited tickets available. Additionally, members of Niketown.com,
Nikewomen.com, and Run Club LA will receive invitations via e-mail.

The kickoff will begin on Tuesday, Aug. 9 at 6:30 p.m. Attendees will meet at the
REC house at 423 Ocean Front Walk, Venice, and will run to the Santa Monica Pier.

Mixed-media artist’s show all about ‘Choices’

By Daily Press staff

Artist Kami Lerner has made some choices with her art.

The mixed-media artist will exhibit her newest body of work, entitled “Life
Choices” at the Altered Space Gallery in Venice during August. Being a self-taught
artist, Lerner began painting as a way to express her thoughts and experiences,
according to sources. With her love of music came her portraits of celebrated musi-
cians Dave Mathews, Ray Charles, Bob Marley and Stevie Wonder, among many
others. Color began to play a bigger role as Lerner’s figurative work evolved into
abstract interpretations, sources say.

“In this work I’'m expressing what I feel is most important in life, loving, and
learning,” Lerner said. “These paintings came out of thinking about the choices we
make on a day-to-day basis that somehow change our path and re-direct us in life.”

Born and raised in Los Angeles, Lerner spends her time creating art, and sup-
porting and encouraging other artists. In recent years, she owned and operated
Dream Weavers, a gallery of artist-made works in the Brentwood Country Mart. She

See BRIEFS, page 7

CORRECTION — In an article in the Aug. 4 edition, there was an inac-
curacy regarding Rolando Baker, an Alzheimer’s victim who left his retirement
home on July 28 and hasn’'t been seen since. Baker resides at Holiday Villa
East, a retirement hotel — not Holiday Villa, a licensed care facility.

Santa Monica Daily Press Q Friday, August 5, 2005 0 Page 3

(s SURF REPORT

Today is looking even smaller than yesterday, with
weak knee- to waist-high SW and little to no NW.
Expect areas of low clouds and fog in the morning,
otherwise mostly sunny. Highs from the mid 60s o
to low 70s.

Today the
water Is:

Write us at alex@smdp.com
and tell us what the surf is doing today at your local break.

LOW TIDES HIGH TIDES
Morning  Height  Evening Height Morning Height  Evening Height

MONDAY 2:45  -0.2 133 e%2.9 sS7 3.7 748 538
TUESDAY 320 -04 258,827 —10:05 3.8 8:36 6.0
WEDNESDAY 350 -04 268 4 .5 10:28 3.9 9:01 6.0
THURSDAY 418 -04 326 24 10:50 3.9 933 6.0
FRIDAY 4:44  -04 3;98 2.2 11:12 4.0 10:04 5.9

The Surf Report is sponsored by:

Wr/ocurce
SURF CENTER santa monica

% Core Surf/lifestyle Shop %X

1451 THIRD STREET PROMENADE
IN SANTA MONICA - 310.656.CURL

.
The % Llne,\~\‘\~\«\«mwmwwwm\~\~\‘\\\\\\\\\\\\\~\~\~\~\x\~\\\\\‘mwm

Sponsored by...

Animal-rights activists are criticizing City gqy.1934
Hall for its attempts to reduce the local popula- e a ev

tion of squirrels — the fleas of which can carry
disease — by setting out pesticide bait traps.
Officials, who say the city stopped setting the
traps in late June, contend the measure was nec-
essary in the interest of public health.

So this week, Q-Line wants to know, “Do you
feel the city was correct in setting out poison
traps to reduce the number of local squirrels in
the name of public health? Why or why not?”

Call (310) 285-8106 before Friday at 5 p.m. and
we’ll print your responses in the weekend edition. Please
try to limit your comments to a minute or less. It might
help to think first about the wording of your response.

Rediscover service, rediscover the Galley!

1/4 1b Kosher Hot Dog w/fries
$2.00 exp. 8/15/05
Served 12-4 Sat & Sun

Great outdoor Patio
Now serving Lunch Saturday & Sunday
(310) 452-1934
2442 Main Street ® Santa Monica

Summer Cleaning Specia

Apartments Normally Special
Bachelor $50 $30
Studio $70 $45
One Bedroom/One Bath $30 $55
Two Bedroom/One Bath $90 $65
Two Bedroom/Two Bath $110 $80
Three Bedroom/One Bath $125 $100
Three Bedroom/Two Bath $135 $110
Three Bedroom/Three Bath $145 $120

¢
HONEST, DEPENDABLE, THOROUGH, EXCELLENT REFERENCES ‘LS

Quality Cleaning (323) 605-7197

Since 1967
Quality & Valug Wiways!

Open 6am - 2:30pm Mon. - Fri.
6am - 4pm Sat. - Sun.

End your morning
walk at the beach...
The Omelette
Parlor way!

310-399-7892

2732 Main St.

Santa Monica
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OPINION

*WE'RE STILL OPEN LATE!

E-MAIL: FUNNYPAPERZQ@YAH00.COM © 2005 WWW.FUNNYPAPERZ.COM

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Squirrels don’t have to die
Editor:

I’m a California Department of Fish & Game licensed wildlife rehabilitator and
a humane nuisance wildlife control operator specializing in California ground squir-
rels. I submitted a humane control plan to Santa Monica last year. Animal advocates
offered to pay for the plan. We do this with other cities in Southern California who
have issues with wildlife. The Santa Monica Mayor and City Council never got back
to us. I resubmitted my humane plan again a few days ago because of the many com-
plaints I’ve received about the poisoning.

A few corrections about your article (SMDP, July 29, page 1). There is birth con-
trol for ground squirrels. It can be added directly to feed now. The USDA has been
working on this for years. Not all ground squirrels fleas have the plague. Please
don’t cause public hysteria with misinformation. Only the fleas of some ground
squirrels and chipmunks at higher elevations may carry the plague. The plague is
just the flu. Eighty percent of all people are immune to it. If they truly feared the
plague, they need to dust the park for fleas, not kill squirrels. If you kill the host ani-
mal, the flea will just jump on a dog who could then infect a human.

Poison does not solve problems. It just creates bigger problems. I am still will-
ing to help the city with a humane plan.

Mary Cummins
Los Angeles

Where is your compassion, Santa Monica?
Editor:

I keep asking myself, why are we not compassionate enough as a society to forgive
88-year-old Russell Weller, the driver of the car that killed 10 people in that incredible,
unfortunate accident at the downtown Farmers’ Market on July 16, 2003? How can it be
that so many civil suits and criminal charges are filed against this very unfortunate man
and what can we as a society do to protect the ordinary citizen who makes a mistake?

Mr. Weller and his loved ones must suffer every day with the memory of that hor-
rid accident and the knowledge that 10 people died as a result of Mr. Weller’s
actions and reactions. Why must we further punish him and the surviving families
by requiring them to live and constantly re-live the tragedy of that fateful
Wednesday? Why can’t we honor the stellar citizen as an aging senior who made a
mistake, and help him and the families of those who died and all the rest of us find
healing and closure?

What has happened to us as individuals, as a city? Where is our heart, Santa
Monica? If we cannot find compassion, understanding, reason and healing for Mr.
Weller, how can there ever be hope for reconciliation among nations?

If better barriers will keep another person from suffering similar consequences, it
would be reason enough to warrant better barrier protection at our often street-long
farmers’ market locations.

Perhaps it would be better to do away with the barriers altogether, and the cars
on Wednesdays. Wouldn’t it be nice to have no cars in the streets on Farmers’
Market days, block off the whole of downtown, open the streets to all vendors and
let the city and its inhabitants breathe, bike and walk freely on that one day per
week? Wouldn’t that be a nice memorial to the 10 who died July 16, 2003?

Hanna Levinson
Santa Monica

OPINIONS EXPRESSED are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are
encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters we receive, except those that are
libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to editor@smdp.com. Al letters must include the author’s name and telephone number for
purposes of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite 202, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-
9913. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.

City’s elevated goals
display little panache

OUR TOWN

BY TED WINTERER

I, of course, rely on the Daily Press as
my primary source of news. But I’ll
quickly scan other local rags in case the
crack staff at the Press missed an item of
significance.

So the other day I came across an inter-
esting piece in the Los Angeles Times
about Frank Gehry being named the lead
architect for the enormous Grand Avenue
development in downtown LA. The July
22 article noted that this news suggests
“we’ve entered an era in which ambitious
developers are not just open to the notion
of working with architecture’s boldest tal-
ents but ... are desperate to avoid working
without them.”

Apparently this laudable trend has
escaped the attention of Santa Monica’s
most ambitious developer, City Hall
itself, as our new public buildings are, at
best, conventional in their design.

The Times article also observed that
Gehry’s Guggenheim Museum in Bilbao,
Spain “proved that progressive architec-
ture can itself operate as a kind of urban
planning — that if a new building is
enough of a draw, it can revitalize a city
or region as effectively as the most com-
prehensive master plan.”

I can attest to this as I once had an
office in the Gehry-designed Edgemar
building on Main Street. Tourists throng
to the place, spending their yen and francs
at local businesses.

On the other hand, I drive by the new
Public Safety building at least once a day
and have yet to see visitors gawking at it
and snapping photos. And I somehow
doubt that when the new Main Library is
finished it will attract crowds of admirers.

Why in Santa Monica can’t we build
public structures which transport the soul
and animate streetscapes? One reason is
that City Hall selects designers for many
of'its public works by issuing a request for
proposals (RFP) for design-build devel-
opment teams consisting of an architect
and a contractor. The theory behind this
practice is that builders will control those
kooky architects from a free-spending
whimsy. However, if you look at the cost
overruns in recent city buildings you
might suspect the theory is sounder than
the practice.

The problem is that the design-build
approach rarely produces truly great
architecture. Most contractors are unlike-
ly to partner with an innovative but

unknown architect and instead will team
up with the golfing buddy who made
them a mint designing a shopping mall,
resulting in a public building that looks
like, well, a shopping mall. Few builders
would have allied themselves with local
Pritzker Prize winner Thom Mayne when
he was known mostly for some innovative
residences and the Kate Mantilini restau-
rant.

And architects are certainly capable of
working within a budget without a con-
tractor riding herd on them. One only has
to look at Mayne’s Caltrans building in
downtown LA to see evidence of daring
design built with controlled costs.

Then the RFP process also drastically
reduces the number of talented architects
who are likely to submit a proposal for a
public project, for the city’s means for
publicizing its RFPs are inadequate.

First, City Hall sends out RFPs to firms
selected by staff. If you aren’t on this list
of the same old suspects chances are
you’ll never know the city is soliciting
bids. Consequently, city contracts seem to
be awarded to familiar names like the
ROMA Design Group and Moore Ruble
Yuddell with the same regularity with
which the Bush administration turns to
Halliburton to solve problems ranging
from the budget deficit to Laura’s latest
hangnail. Shouldn’t there be a greater
range and diversity in the designers
offered the chance to imagine our new
public spaces?

True, the city also will run a couple of
ads in a local paper and post a notice on
its Web site. But unless Rem Koolhaas is
sitting in a cafe in Rotterdam surfing the
‘Net and browsing through the LA Times,
he’s not going to know about a potential
commission in Santa Monica. And as city
officials seem loath to advertise their
RFPs in more sensible places, such as the
AIA online newsletter available to all
licensed architects, a large proportion of
talented designers will be left out of the
loop.

Finally, many brand name architects
won’t bother to respond to RFPs, for the
same reasons Bill Gates doesn’t reply to
solicitations for a Visa card: They don’t
need to. If you really want them, you have
to pick up the phone and court them.

Essentially, our town solicits bids for
public architecture the same way the
Pentagon procures new weapons systems.
If the Medici had operated this way,
Florence wouldn’t be what it is today.

(Ted Winterer is a writer who lives in
Ocean Park. In his next column he’ll offer
some notions on how to create great pub-
lic buildings in Santa Monica. He can be

reached at ourtownsmdp@aol.com.)
Santa Wonica Daily Lress )
Has an ‘E-dition!
Home delivery by E-mail

Check the day’s headlines, news stories,
classifieds, comics, horoscopes and
ads all before you leave the house!

FREE SUBSCRIPTIONS AVAILABLE!

For more information, please call:
310.458.Press (7737) or sign up on
our Web site @ www.smdp.com j
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Strawberry jam: Date
with destiny disturbed

PISTAGHIO

PERSPECTIVE

BY SUSAN ANN CONNOR

I was shuftling CDs, attempting to find
a matching melody for meeting Mr.
Strawberry. Sweet, but not too mushy.
Not that my eyes weren’t concentrated on
the road, but my car sort of drove itself
the two miles to Starbucks. By the time I
settled on “Lou Rawls’ Christmas,” my
car was in the parking lot.

Look, I was nervous. I just hadn’t felt
this kind of chemistry in a while. And I
hate first dates. Not that this was a date. I
dared not call it that for fear of slipping
into another psyche spin-cycle. And, hon-
estly, I’'m rather used to being single. I've
grown accustomed to my face and accept-
ed its flaws.

Alrighty then. Deep breath. No big
deal. Don’t have to marry him. You're
only having a caffeine stimulant. Maybe a
little cake.

Now, get out of the car. Do I absolute-
ly have to? GET out of the car please.
OUTTA THE CAR!

Bolting out of my vehicle and refusing
another neurotic thought, I held my head
high and focused on my destination. Flip,
flip, flip went the sound of my sandals.
Only I heard their rhythmic flipping. I
became so one with the flipping, that I
didn’t see the crack in the sidewalk.

“Ooops. Careful,” said a homeless per-
son sitting on the curb.

I’d tripped, but I didn’t fall. However,
I did look around to see what might have
caused the crack ... and if Strawberry had
witnessed my lack of coordination.

He hadn’t.

Because ... “there he was just a-walkin’
down the street, singin’ ‘Do wah diddy-
diddy-down-diddy-do.” Snappin’ his fin-
gers and shufflin’ his feet.” No, I jest. He
wasn’t singin’, snappin’ or shufflin’. He
was just walkin’ tall and lookin’ good. Oh
my.

I arrived at the entrance a moment after
him. He smiled when he finally saw me.
“Hi.”

“Hi,” I said shyly. Geez.

“Nice to see you again.”

“Nice to see you.” Really nice.

Opening the door, he asked what I
wanted to drink. “You sit down, and I’
bring it over to you.”

He then proceeded to walk me to the
table and pull out the chair. This time I
almost did fall.

“Thanks,” I said, stunned.

OK. Charming. Very sweet,
Strawberry.

When he returned with my requested
green tea, his capa-frappa-something and
luscious lemon cake, I knew it was show-
time. But I was seriously tongue-tied.

“This July’s June gloom sure is
gloomy,” I observed. Ughhh, that was a
pathetic opening line. But he laughed. He
thought I was being funny.

We sipped and commented on cake.
Somewhere around the third bite, our
chatting began to flow. Perhaps it was the
politics. I mentioned how I wanted more
women on the Supreme Court. He agreed.
Another point for Strawberry.

“Did you know,” he said with concern,
“that of 185 countries with National
Parliaments, the U.S. ranks 61st in the
percentage of women in office?” I just
shook my head.

This was all going pretty well, when he
abruptly excused himself. I saw him hud-
dling over by the straws, on his cell. Odd.
When he returned, he apologized and told
me he had to leave right away. No expla-
nation.

Great.

I walked out two minutes later, disap-
pointed. I didn’t even finish the cake.

As I reached my car, [ saw Strawberry
running toward me. The guy ran funny.
His pants jingled. But it didn’t matter. I
was standing in my flippers thinking we
all have to overlook some things. And I
may have to overlook his running style.

“I’m really sorry,” he said, panting. “My
phone vibrated. It was my ex-wife. There’s
still some issues. Would you have dinner
with me next week, even with issues?”’

Issues. Good old issues. I figured he
was cute enough to find out what they are.
So, it was yes for dinner.

... Suzy and Strawberry sittin’ in a tree
k-i-s-s-i-n-g. First comes love, then
comes ... then comes ... ah, think I’ll stop
here. My pitch is getting out of range.
Lalalala ....

Mr.

(Susan Ann Connor can be reached at
pistachiocolumn@aol.com.)
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DO YOU HAVE
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A STABLE DOSE OF METHOTREXATE?

A new investigational drug 10-day study is being conducted in the West
Los Angeles area by IMPACT Clinical Trials.
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ications and procedures.
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Located twelve blocks from the beach this very spacious condominium (3+2.5+Loft, 2,600) enjoys the entire top
floor and has many upgrades. Beautiful atrium style hallway, vaulted ceilings and winding staircase that leads to
a loft bonus-room/office. Mission style gourmet kitchen, granite counters, stain glass cabinets, sub-zero
fridge/freezer, Thermador commercial style range/grill, dbl oven. MB has marble FP, sauna, whirlpool bath, walk-
in closet, separate vanity/dressing area...and much more!

Listing agent is Anthony Malveto of Horizon Realty
(818) 427-9704

Open Sunday 1-4pm
1102 12TH Street #5
$1,350,000

LOCAL

CRIME WATCH

By Daily Press staff

I\

Suspects drink at bar, steal woman’s car

At 1:15 a.m. on Wednesday, July 27, the Santa Monica police responded to the
1600 block of Ocean Avenue regarding an auto theft. Two suspects went into a
restaurant/bar and befriended a female who was having a drink. The suspects pro-
ceeded to engage the female in conversation, and when she left the table to go to
the restroom, the suspects took her car keys and left the restaurant, stealing her car.
The information regarding the theft was broadcasted to officers, and the suspects
were stopped at Eighth Street and Arizona Avenue. They were placed under arrest
for auto theft, and one for driving under the influence. The driver is identified as
Michael Joyce, 27, of Marina del Rey, and the other is Thomas Eugene
McCormick, 29, of Santa Monica. Bail was set at $20,000 each.

At 3:48 p.m. on Thursday, July 21, the Santa Monica police responded to the
2700 block of Wilshire Boulevard at the Washington Mutual Bank regarding a
forgery suspect. When officers arrived to the scene, they spoke to the employee,
who detained the suspect. The suspect was attempting to deposit a fraudulent
check into his account for $15,084.09. The bank contacted the check owner and
confirmed they didn’t issue a check to the suspect. Oscar Samuel Posada, 27, of
Los Angeles, was placed under arrest for forgery and commercial burglary. Bail
was set at $20,000.

At 10:01 a.m. on Wednesday, July 27, the Santa Monica police responded to the
700 block of Broadway regarding a theft investigation. When officers arrived to
the scene, they spoke to the security guard, who said the suspect had been enter-
ing the store and stealing coffee every day. The total loss is estimated at $5.
Hannah Hudson Mengesha, 51, was booked for theft and transported to Santa
Monica jail.

At 7:57 a.m. on Tuesday, July 26, the Santa Monica police responded to the
1500 block of Palisades Park regarding a subject brandishing a knife. When offi-
cers arrived to the scene, they spoke to the city employee, who said that he was
doing landscaping work when there was a group of homeless individuals sleeping.
When he woke them up, one of the homeless individuals became angry and
approached him holding a knife in his right hand and began to yell. Krifther
Yesseff Gutierez, 23, transient, was arrested for assault with a deadly weapon. Bail
was set at $35,000.

At 6:37 p.m. on Saturday, July 16, the Santa Monica Police responded to the
300 block of Colorado Avenue regarding a theft investigation. When officers
arrived to the scene, they spoke to the security guard, who said the suspect entered
the store, stole pants and shirts from the men’s section, and left without paying for
the items. Once outside the store, the suspect was placed under arrest by security.
Steven Henry Alexander, 40, transient, was transported to Santa Monica jail on the
charge of commercial burglary. Bail was set at $20,399.

This crime report was prepared by staff writer Ryan Hyatt.
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Make room: Hybrids
will be merging over

BY TIM MOLLOY

Associated Press Writer

LOS ANGELES — Hybrid car owners
who have waited months to drive solo in
California’s car pool lanes should soon
get their chance.

State lawmakers passed a bill last year
that gave some types of the high-mileage,
low-emission vehicles access to the cov-
eted lanes — a perk meant to encourage
drivers to buy them.

But while California’s law was sup-
posed to take effect Jan. 1, it first needed
approval from the federal government.

With that permission tucked into a
$286 billion transportation bill that
Congress passed last week, only one last
strand of red tape is keeping hybrids out
of high-occupancy vehicle lanes. State air
regulators still need to clarify which vehi-
cles meet mileage and low-emissions
standards. The policy’s supporters hope
hybrids will be allowed in the lanes by
year’s end.

“Knowing that you’re able to drive in
that car pool lane would be huge, and I
think it would attract others to say ‘Hey, I
should have a car like this as well,”’” said
Andrew Werts, a 31-year-old marketing
director from Redondo Beach who recent-
ly sold his SUV and bought a Toyota Prius.

Only two other models — Honda’s
hybrid Civic and Insight — meet eligibil-
ity standards of getting at least 45 miles
per gallon and producing almost no smog-
causing emissions, according to an aide to
the author of California’s  bill,
Assemblywoman Fran Pavley, D-Agoura
Hills.

California Air Resources Board attor-
neys are reviewing the bills to determine
officially what vehicles will qualify, said
spokeswoman Gennet Paauwe. Solo dri-
vers in hybrids that don’t meet those stan-
dards would remain stuck in the regular
lanes.

Hybrids get better mileage by supple-
menting gas with electricity harnessed
from energy during braking and coasting,
but some are more efficient than others.

California will become the second state
to allow hybrids into the car pool lane.
Virginia enacted the change in 2000, and
Arizona, Connecticut, Georgia and
Minnesota are considering it.

In Virginia, some drivers complain that
the crush of new cars has slowed once-
speedy commutes. Some California
hybrid drivers say they understand the
argument that they don’t deserve the same
advantage as car poolers.

“If two people are driving a car that
gets at least 30 miles per gallon, it’s a bet-
ter deal (environmentally) than one per-
son driving a Prius that gets about 45
mpg,” said Los Angeles resident Charlie
Orchard, 39, who owns a Prius with his
wife, Carrie.

The American Lung Association of
California, which advocates hybrids, took
no stand on the car pool bill based on
fears it might cut car pooling, leading to
more pollution.

“We were not convinced that this
incentive was needed and we were con-
cerned about the potential to slow traffic
in HOV lanes and discourage people from
car pooling,” spokeswoman Bonnie
Holmes-Gen said.

To prevent hybrids from clogging car
pool lanes, Pavley’s bill expires in 2007
and caps the allowable number at 75,000.
The owners of those vehicles would pay
about $8 for decals to help police identify
their hybrids in traffic.

As of the end of June, there were
57,164 hybrids registered in California,
though not all would be car pool eligible,
according to the Department of Motor
Vehicles. In a sign of the vehicles’ grow-
ing popularity, nearly 24,000 hybrids
were registered in the first six months of
this year.

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

BRIEFS, from page 3

also created TikiGirl, a signature beachwear clothing line of tanks, tees, panties, hats
and canvas bags. Lerner’s current work can be seen on www.kamiart.com.
Sand Brim, owner of Altered Space Brim, opened the Culture Shop Gallery on

Santa Monica’s Montana Avenue in May of 1997. When she moved to Abbot
Kinney in Venice early this year, she re-named the gallery Altered Space and she
joined A. Mason, a fashion boutique, and Koren, a fashion accessories boutique, in
the Abbot Kinney Collective. The Altered Space collection includes furniture and
lighting, fine art and sculpture, a vast selection of functional art for the home, and a
jewelry collection. In addition to the work showcased in the gallery from more than
150 contemporary artists and craftsmen, a number of other artists are represented
through their portfolios. The gallery is known for its expertise in bringing artistic
talent to their clients by facilitatingcommissions and custom work, artistic officials
say.

The official opening is Saturday, Aug. 20, from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m., and will be open
until Sept. 25. The Altered Space Gallery is located at 1220 Abbot Kinney. Gallery
hours are from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday, and noon to 6 p.m. on
Sunday and Monday. For more information, call (310) 452-8121.
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Full of big air: Most boarders stick to street

BY RYAN PEARSON

Associated Press Writer

LAKE FOREST, Calif. — Yeah, it took
some guts to jump over the Great Wall of
China on a skateboard. You’ll just never
convince Donny Duhadway that pro
skater Danny Way’s leap last month was
anything more than a stunt.

“It’s not even skateboarding. It’s like a
daredevil thing,” the 16-year-old street
skater with braces and shoulder-length
curly hair said during a break at an Orange
County skate park. “That’s not cool!”

The growing gulf between vert skaters’
aerobatics and the more popular closer-to-
the-ground technical finesse that
Duhadway and others embrace will be on
display at ESPN X Games 11.

Other sports at the games, which begin
Thursday in Los Angeles, are motocross,
BMX freestyle and wakeboarding. In-line
skating has been dropped and a surfing
event was held Tuesday in Mexico.

Way, whose China jump drew national
headlines, again will take to the massive
mega ramp he created — and which
debuted at last year’s X Games. He’s
expected to dominate in the big air con-
test, which will be broadcast live Sunday
on ABC. Street skaters are relegated to a
tape-delayed broadcast on ESPN.

Although X Games manager Chris
Stiepock calls street skaters the “rock
stars” of the insular skate world, they’re
largely unknown outside it. With studied

cool and a wariness of the corporate
world, they also trail vert skaters in major
endorsements from non-skate companies,
which can be a key source of income for
pros.

It’s the result of the gap between the
crowd-pleasing drama of mid-air flips and
the sometimes imperceptible nuances of
street tricks.

“People that don’t know anything
about skateboarding don’t really know
what they’re seeing” in street skating, said
pro skater Rick McCrank. “They don’t
know if that’s harder than the next thing.
But on vert, it’s more spectacular. You
could just be doing the easiest thing on
vert, and someone would think it was
amazing.”

The 29-year-old McCrank skated vert
at a park where he grew up in Ottawa, but
quit after two summers when the park
shut down.

He’s among the majority. About three-
quarters of the nation’s 10.5 million skate-
boarders prefer the streets to skate parks
and ramps, according to data from mar-
keting researchers American Sports Data
Inc. and Board-Trac Inc. An even higher
percentage stick to the streets when
skaters under 12 aren’t considered, Board-
Trac’s Marie Case said.

Other action sports have worked to
smooth over splits between disciplines. In
motocross, a race blending leapers with
racers was introduced to X Games last
year. The supermoto combines big jumps
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with a dirt and street course and proved
popular with all types of riders. It will be
held Sunday.

A similarly blended skateboard disci-
pline called transition or park was
dropped from X Games two years ago
after only street skaters showed up — and
then complained that it wasn’t “natural”
enough. The all-street course last year
included stairs, picnic tables, ledges and
rails.

Event champion Paul Rodriguez Jr.,
the 20-year-old son of comedian and actor
Paul Rodriguez, said there were no parks
with halfpipes or vert ramps where he
grew up in Los Angeles’ San Fernando
Valley.

“Basically, I just stuck to the streets,”
he said in between signing autographs at
the Lake Forest skate park last month. “To
this day, I don’t know one kid that skates
vert.”

Part of the reason for that, McCrank
says, is the aging and corporate image of
the elite vert and big air skateboarders.
“Everybody that’s doing it is kinda old
now, and the kids look up to people their
age,” he said.

McCrank has a friend teaching young-
sters how to tackle halfpipes, and joking-
ly recommends they stick with it.

“That’s where the money is, the soup
deals,” he said. The reference was to
repeat X Games vert champion Bucky
Lasek’s two-year endorsement of
Campbell’s Soup At Hand, a partnership

McCrank calls “hilarious.”

“It’s so beyond skateboarding, it’s
funny,” he adds.

Skaters and other pro action sports
stars walk a fine line with the business
world. They rely heavily on sponsors for
income, but can lose street cred if the
product they’re endorsing isn’t accepted
in the skate community.

“A lot of people think all the vert
skaters sold out,” Duhadway said.

Stiepock said it took some doing to
convince street stars to even show for the
biggest, most well-known action sports
contest because of its corporate, made-
for-TV image.

“They were not standing in line to get
into the X Games,” he said.

Among sponsors, Mountain Dew gets
the OK because it latched on to action
sports long ago. Cell phone companies are
also fine.

But a food company deal — like Tony
Hawk’s with Bagel Bites — can be tricky.
Lasek faced derision over his soup
endorsement and recently parted ways
with Campbell’s after two years.

But street skating eventually may be
forced to face up to its own popularity.
Rodriguez is sponsored by Nike, which in
March released the Zoom Air Paul
Rodriguez, putting him among the elite
athletes with signature shoes from that
company. Others include LeBron James,
Serena Williams, Michael Vick and soc-
cer star Ronaldo.

Escape routes were madefquate
in deadly California wildfires

BY DON THOMPSON

Associated Press Writer

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — Firefighters
failed to give themselves enough escape
routes while battling a wildfire in the
Stanislaus National Forest last fall,
according to a report by state and federal
investigators Wednesday. Three firefight-
ers were injured and one was killed.

California Department of Forestry and
Fire Protection firefighter Eva Schicke, a
star athlete in college, was not able to out-
climb the wildfire up a steep slope to a
safe zone a mere 35 feet away.

Schicke, 23, was the department’s first
female firefighter to be killed in the line
of duty when she died Sept. 12.

The firefighters started backfires
designed to burn toward the wildfire. But
when the wind suddenly shifted, the back-
fires themselves were what burned over
the crew, the report concluded.

The crew immediately began running
to their previously identified safety zones
— ariverbed below and a road above.

“However, due to the steepness of the
slope and rapid change in fire behavior,
they did not all reach safety,” concludes
the report by a joint investigative team of

the state forestry department and the U.S.
Forest Service.

The report said the fire burned over
crew members in just 30 seconds. They
never had time to unfold their tent-like
fire shelters; the entire flare-up lasted less
than two minutes.

One firefighter was already on the
road, retrieving equipment. Four others
downhill headed to the river.

Schicke and her closest colleague,
Shane Neveau, headed uphill, but Schicke
was caught by the firestorm just five feet
from the road: she “was killed by inhala-
tion of superheated air; she died within
seconds.”

So steep was the slope that her body
slid 100 feet downhill.

Chiefs at the crew’s former unit and air
base declined comment on the report,
referring calls to department spokesman
Michael Jarvis.

“The report speaks for itself,” Jarvis
said. “People can draw their own conclu-
sions.”

In a statement, the department said the
Accident Investigation Team “determined
no individual was at fault,” but said it will
use the report to improve its policies, proce-
dures and coordination with other agencies.
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‘Duke’ of hazard: Rep.
blasted for friendships

BY SETH HETTENA
AND ERICA WERNER

Associated Press Writers

SAN DIEGO — Even in a world that
thrives on perks and friendly deals, Rep.
Randy “Duke” Cunningham has stood out.

The California Republican and Vietnam
War flying ace wasn’t a wealthy man when
he arrived on Capitol Hill in 1991, but in
recent years he has lived like one. His home
in Washington was a rent-free yacht pro-
vided by a defense contractor. In San
Diego, he bought a mansion using the prof-
its from a home sold to the same contractor.

Cunningham, 63, is best known as an
emotional lawmaker given to both teary-
eyed speeches and flashes of temper. Now
his relationship with defense contractor
Mitchell Wade is being investigated by a
grand jury here after raising eyebrows in
Washington.

“It’s got to be tempting to allow your-
self to be flattered, buttered-up, helped,
given favors and so forth,” said Gary
Jacobson, a political scientist at the
University of California, San Diego. “It’s
hard to refuse them unless you very con-
sciously recognize that it’s one of the per-
manent ethical challenges of that life.”

Cunningham’s approach to such ques-
tions is now being questioned.

The former “Top Gun” flight instructor
sold his home in the seaside community
of Del Mar to Wade for a price that
appears to have been inflated by about
$700,000. He used the proceeds to move
into a $2.55 million, seven-bath mansion
in the exclusive San Diego County com-
munity of Rancho Santa Fe.

When in Washington, he lived rent-free
on Wade’s 42-foot yacht, the Duke-Stir,
docked at the private Capital Yacht Club,
paying only dock fees and maintenance.

“I should have given more thought to
how such a transaction might look to
those who don’t know me,” Cunningham
said last month, announcing that he won’t
run for a ninth term and that he planned to
sell the Rancho Santa Fe house and
donate the proceeds to charity.

Even Cunningham’s business, Top
Gun Enterprises, came under scrutiny for
selling $575 Buck knives emblazoned
with the image of the congressional seal.
The Web site was quickly taken down.

As a member of the House Intelligence
Committee and the Appropriations

Committee’s defense subcommittee,
Cunningham had spending and policy con-
trol over classified work Wade’s company,
MZM Inc., did for the military. And
MZM’s federal contracting work was
growing. Last year the little-known com-
pany tripled its revenue and nearly quadru-
pled its staff, according to its Web site.

Cunningham’s attorney, Lee Blalack,
said the congressman’s business dealings
were all aboveboard and that allegations
that his conduct in office crossed ethical
or legal lines are unsupported.

The congressman acknowledges using
his role on the Appropriations Committee
to push contracts for MZM, along with
other firms including ADCS Inc., another
company with ties to Wade. Both compa-
nies donated generously to Cunningham’s
campaigns; some MZM employees told
the San Diego Union-Tribune that they
were pressured to contribute.

The congressman’s name also surfaced
in a 2002 criminal case in U.S. District
Court in San Diego involving a local
defense contractor, Science and Applied
Technology Inc. The firm’s employees, a
subcontractor and friends gave more than
$30,000 in campaign donations to
Cunningham between 1991-1999 to help
generate business for SATI’s experimen-
tal guided missile program, according to
court documents.

Contributors were often reimbursed
with cash, checks, company funds or
inflated billing hours on military con-
tracts, according to an indictment charg-
ing SATI’s owner, Parthasarathi
Majumder. Cunningham was never
charged, and a spokeswoman said he
cooperated with investigators.

In 2000, Cunningham wrote to prose-
cutors on behalf of a New York develop-
er convicted in a bid-rigging scheme. The
developer, Thomas T. Kontogiannis, later
bought Cunningham’s 65-foot flat-bot-
tomed riverboat, netting the congressman
a $400,000 profit.

A company run by Kontogiannis’
nephew and daughter helped Cunningham
finance a condominium in Alexandria,
Va., and the house in Rancho Santa Fe,
and Cunningham reportedly gave
Kontogiannis advice on getting a presi-
dential pardon. He was not pardoned.

Cunningham became the Vietnam
War’s first fighter ace after shooting
down five enemy aircraft.

If you see news happening
or have something to report, call
the Santa Monica Daily Press
at our NEW tipline!

Gall 310.285.TIPS (8477)
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—OOD FOR
THROUGHT

LIFE’'S A BEACH AND THEN YOU DINE

FOR

INCLUSION IN THIS GUIDE, PLEASE CALL (310) 458-7737

BENIHANA-For more than 40 years Benihana chefs have been cooking up a feast on the hibachi grill.
Steak, chicken, seafood and vegetables are all prepared teppan-style "right before your eyes". Start your
meal with a sushi appetizer, then relax and enjoy the show while sipping exotic cocktails served in collectible
ceramic mugs. Open every day for lunch and dinner, valet parking nightly at the corner of 4th and Broad-
way. 1447 4th St., between Broadway and Santa Monica Blvd. (310) 260-1423.

BIG DEAN'’S CAFE-Where the ‘locals’ meet and the ‘fun-loving’ tourists always return! Come enjoy our high-
ly acclaimed beach fare, beer, and wine at the best people watching place on the beach. Music, satellite
sports, 2 outdoor patios, and smoking allowed. This nostalgic eatery has been here since 1902! The prices
are reasonable and children are welcome. Now serving breakfast. Also serving lunch and dinner. 1615
Ocean Front, Santa Monica. (310) 393-2666.

BRITANNIA PUB-This English pub has a traditional charm with a Californian flair. Traditional British break-
fast is served all day along with all your American favorites. Fish & Chips (our biggest seller) is a must try
along with Bangers & Mash and Shepherds Pie or go American with our assortment of appetizers, burgers,
salads, soups and sandwiches. We dlso serve our own hand cut fries. Join us after the restaurant closes for
Quiz night, Karaoke, and DJ nights. We now have a late night menu available 10pm-1:30am. Outdoor pa-
tio, pool table, full bar, Gold Award from Guinness. Hours: 11am-10pm Monday-Friday, 9:30am-10pm
Saturday and Sunday. 318 Santa Monica Blvd., Santa Monica. (310) 458-5350.

BUCCA di BEPPO-gets to the heart of Southern ltalian cooking with authentic, family-style recipes like Chick-
en Parmigiana, Shrimp Scampi, and Tortelloni. Dishes are available in Buca Small portions for 2 or more
people, and Buca Large for 4 or more. The full menu is available for curb-side take out; we'll deliver your or-
der right o your car! Located one block off the Promenade at 1422 2nd St, Santa Monica. Call 310-587-
EATS for reservations and take out.

CASA ESCOBAR-This family owned institution in Santa Monica has been serving excellent food since 1965.
A friendly bar and dinner house frequented by the "locals" and tourists alike. We feature the best Mexican
dishes in town. Among the favorites are the crispy beef tacos, spinach enchiladas and our house-cut NY
Strip steaks on the grill. Our full bar is home of the famous Casa Escobar Margarita-a winner! While at the

bar, enjoy our classic piano bar along with cable TV. Valet Parking available. All major credit cards. Open
lunch and dinner. 2500 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica. (310) 828-1315.

GLADSTONE’S MALIBU-One of SoCal’s busiest seafood restaurants; a million visitors each year. A landmark
known for its fresh seafood, live lobsters and crab, and its famous Mile High Chocolate Cake. Gladstone's
ocean-front location offers diners huge portions and a casual atmosphere. Dine inside or on the outside deck
with unbelievable views and waves of fun. Gladstone’s “Good Vibrations” Live Music, 6pm-8:30pm every
Friday night, all summer long. Lunch, dinner daily; Saturday and Sunday brunch. 17300 Pacific Coast High-
way, Malibu. (310) GL4-FISH.

JOHNNIES-The Best Little Neighborhood Italian Restaurant. Come in to our new location and enjoy Tradi-
tional or Stuffed pastas, Mile High Salads, Grinders, Roman Style Sandwiches, Hearty Calzones, and New
York Style Thin Crust Pizza, in a relaxing neighborhood setting. When you're looking for a reasonably
priced, traditional Italian meal with authentic New York aftitude, Johnnies delivers. Hours: Sunday-Thursday
11am-10pm and Friday and Saturday 11am-11pm. Dine In, Take Out and Delivery. 1456 Third Street
Promenade, Santa Monica. (310) 395-9062.

OVERUNDER SPORTS GRILL-Located on the corner of 14th Street and Santa Monica Blvd., OVERUNDER
features 12 draft beers and a fine selection of wine making it a great place to watch any and all of your fa-
vorite teams. The house specialty is the Philadelphia cheese steak. OVERUNDER also offers great burgers,
salads, Mexican food and more. OVERUNDER is the viewing home for the Cleveland Browns and strongly
supports the Lakers, Clippers, Dodgers, and Kings. Frequent food and beer specials are also offered at
OVERUNDER Sports Grill. All football, baseball, and basketball games are televised via satellite for every
team. 1348 14th Street, Santa Monica. (310) 576-9913.

PANINI GARDEN-This authentic European eatery serves traditional ltalian and French style food. Panin style
sandwiches grilled on a cast-iron panini grill that seals all the savory flavors inside a bread envelope of your
choice, from very soft and thin like the tramezzini, soft and crispy for the al forno and crusty for the rustico.
A large selection of meats and cheeses, organic produce, fresh and healthy combinations of menu items to
enjoy everyday have made PANINI GARDEN the local's favorite. In addition, delicious crepes are served il
day, for breakfast or just dessert, it is always a treat. The setting is quiet in the lavender garden with the bur-
bling fountain. Hours: 8am-9pm Sunday-Thursday, 8am-10:30pm Friday and Saturday. 2715 Main Street,
Santa Monica. (310) 399-9939.

THE GALLEY-Rediscover Service - Rediscover The Galley. Visit Captain Ron at what Zagat Guide refers to as
the place to go for “marvelous” steaks and “stiff drinks”. NOW OPEN FOR LUNCH ON THE WEEKENDS
AT NOON featuring 1/4 |b. Kosher hot dogs with fries served at the bar for $2.00 until July 31st. GREAT
PATIO DINING. Al fresh fish from Santa Monica Seafood and the best tuna salad sandwiches you will ever
get at any restaurant! Capt. Ron will walk the plank if you don’t agree! Hours: 5pm-until Capt. Ron gets tired
Monday-Friday, noon until the party stops Saturday and Sunday. 2442 Main Street, Santa Monica.
(310) 452-1934.

THE OMELETTE PARLOR-For 28 years The Omelette Parlor has been offering the finest in breakfast fare.
With high fluffy omelettes, super sandwiches, and the freshest of salads, it's more than breakfast. Enjoy your
day on our garden patio and experience the friendliness of service. Quality and value prevail forever at The
Omelette Parlor. We open everyday at 6éam. Come early! Hours: éam-2:30pm Monday-Friday, 6am-4pm
Saturday and Sunday. 2732 Main Street, Santa Monica. (310) 399-7892.

THE SLICE-A true neighborhood pizzeria serving authentic New York pizza & buffalo wings. We also offer a
selection of hot & cold subs, pastas and salads. You can also create your own calzone. Eat in, take out, or
delivery. Catering is available. Hours: open daily 11am-9pm. Visit one of our three locations: 915 Wilshire
Blvd., Santa Monica (310) 451-7542, 1622 Ocean Park Blvd., Santa Monica (310) 399-4060, 13151
Fountain Park Drive, Playa Vista (310) 437-7499.

VIOLET-At Violet restaurant the atmosphere is casual, comfortable, and, like its cuisine, is uncluttered. Chef
Jared Simons’ flavorful small plate fare has something to suit everyone, from light eaters to those with a taste
for a more robust fare. The Braised Short Ribs with Shallot Potatoes ($14.50) melt apart while the Multi-Col-
ored Beet Salad with Eel delights with Kumquat and Ginger Vinaigrette ($9) and the favorite among the reg-
ulars is the Baked Macaroni and Gruyere Cheese with Serrano Ham ($7.50). Unique selection of new and
old world wines by the bottle, glass or flight as well as an impressive list of domestic & imported artisan
beers. Hours: Lunch: Tuesday—Friday, 11:30am—2pm. Dinner: Tuesday-Friday, épm—10pm & Saturday and
Sunday, 5:30pm-10pm. 3221 Pico Blvd., Santa Monica. www.violetrestaurant.com (310) 453-9113.
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Board pencils 1 1deas for conduct

BAD BEHAVIOR, from page 1

posed campus visits involving former
gang members would be allowed within
Santa Monica schools as a result of the
updates. Instead, he said presentations
would be looked at on a “case by case”
basis, and the procedures to permit such
are “clearly outlined” in the new policy.

Deasy deferred all questions regarding
proposed rules and their ramifications to
the school board. President Emily
Bloomfield, who was out of town, and
vice president Julia Brownley were not
available for comment.

Board member de la Torre said he intends
to bring former gang members onto Santa
Monica school campuses in the future, while
abiding by the procedure to do so.

He said doing so is following the
board’s primary goal of furthering educa-
tional opportunities for students, while
referring to the effectiveness of similar
programs the district offers.

“We have a practice in our district of
having ex-drug addicts talk to kids about
the dangers of drug addiction,” de la Torre
said. “This is a sound practice.”

“If we are going to have young people
learn about bias and bigotry, it would be
smart to have a former KKK member on
campus to talk about those dangers,” he
reasoned. “Likewise, if we have a prob-
lem of gang violence on campus, it would
probably be smart to invite guest speakers
who can share their stores about the dan-
gers and misery violence causes.”

De la Torre said the former gang mem-
bers, whose legitimacy the Santa Monica

police questioned, work as mediators for
Pico Youth & Family Services and that
the value they can bring the community is
misunderstood by some.

“Anyone who can share real life stories
of dysfunctional behavior — who is no
longer involved in that destructive behav-
ior — I think they have a legitimate voice,”
de la Torre said. “I am less concerned
about the individual that talks openly about
their mistakes and the past, versus school
employees or invited guest speakers who
have bad intentions for our students and
have no history of criminal conduct.”

The 23-page SMMUSD staff report
asks the board to replace seven of ten poli-
cies, some of which have not been updat-
ed since the 70s. Three other policies
require revision, according to the report.

The proposed updates are intended to
better comply with the California School
Board Association and better reflect cur-
rent laws and educational concerns,
according to the staff report.

The policies aim to define and specify
a wide-range of appropriate governing
board member behavior as its relates to
furthering the cause of public education,
dealing with fellow board members,
school staff and the media.

At least six fights broke out at Samohi
during the lunch hour on Friday, April 15,
requiring a school-wide lockdown in
which three police departments were
called to the scene to secure the campus.
Between 30 and 40 students stopped
fighting, but wouldn’t return to class until
police threatened to make arrests, school
officials said.

6PM to 8:30PM

waves of fun!

Where Sunset Blvd
runs into the
Pacific Coast Highway

10-6L4-FISH

GLADSJONE'S 3

Gladstone’s. Good Vibrations at the beach

Live Music Friday Nights
June 17 through September 2

A landmark known for its fresh seafood, live lobsters and crab, and its famous Mile High
Chocolate Cake. Gladstone's ocean-front location offers diners huge portions and a
casual atmosphere. Dine inside or on the outside deck with unbelievable views and

Open daily for breakfast, lunch and dinner.

www.gladstones. com

Feather thruster

4

e i
Fabian Lewkowicz/Daily Press
Dancers, singers and musicians will entertain during the 29th annual festival of chariots on
Sunday. Three 50-foot tall chariots will be pulled by hand from the Santa Monica Civic
Auditorium, beginning at 10 a.m., south on Main Street towards Venice Beach. Entertainers
will take to three stages, with food and gift booths, displays of Indian art, culture and spiri-

tuality, and a free feast for 20,000 people all available.

While about two dozen concerned stu-
dents and parents attended the following
school board meeting on April 21, and
demanded an action plan from school
officials as a result of the lockdown,
Police Chief James Butts, Jr. demanded to
know what school administrators intend
to do about de la Torre’s visit.

An officers’ report stated that de la
Torre and his guests walked through the
quad area as students were getting out for
lunch. A Samohi administrator informed
assistant principal Greg Runyon that some
black students were upset over de la
Torre’s two guests, who appeared to be
Latino gang members, according to
SMPD officers on campus. Rumors were
spreading about weapons being on cam-
pus and assaults expected to take place
during the school day, according to the
officers’ report detailing events.

According to the report, 25 black stu-
dents were standing in a group watching
de la Torre and his guests. Some of the
students were visibly upset and said they
were “going to call their people, too.”

Runyon approached the officers, and
together they attempted to speak with de
la Torre, who ignored their calls for him,
according to the officer’s report.

Police confronted de la Torre, who
according to the officers’ report, said he
had granted permission himself for his
guests to be on campus. Runyon respond-
ed by saying that it was only allowable for
de la Torre to be on campus, not his
guests, according to the report.

De la Torre continued to ignore the

Goodwin
P

r o p e

police, even after an officer warned his pres-
ence was going to start a riot. De la Torre
agreed to leave only after police threatened
his arrest, according to the report.

In a letter to the school board, Butts
requested its members to explain its policies
regarding non-student gang members being
allowed on campus.

De la Torre has contended the individ-
uals he brought to campus were there to
deter students from considering a life of
gang activity and crime. He said any other
suggestions by the police could be
grounds for a lawsuit.

Deasy said it’s typical procedure for
school board members to notify adminis-
trators when they come to campus.

In light of the miscommunication regard-
ing the incident, the board’s proposed poli-
cy update states, “visits during regular
school hours should be first arranged with
the teacher and principal or designees.”

De la Torre said he and his guests
checked in when they arrived at Samobhi,
and that was how police were able to iden-
tify his two guests.

De la Torre said he didn’t communicate
with senior Samohi administrators to inform
them of his intentions because he said he
didn’t realize he needed to. He said when he
came to school for a previous student lead-
ership discussion that Samohi administra-
tors said they were glad he dropped by. He
expected the same treatment the day the
incident occurred with his guests.

De la Torre said he also was unaware of
rumors of there being weapons and an
assault expected on campus during his visit.

& Thyne

We will sell your home for as low as

1.5%

We represent buyers for the same low rate.

6326 W. 85TH Street, Los Angeles 90045

Brian Watnick
Broker Assoc./ Attorney
Office
(805) 477-0600

$749,000

This adorable 2 bedroom, 1 bath house has been completely remodeled with dual pane
windows throughout. A very large fenced yard has a lovely shade tree. A 2 car detached

garage has additional work space.
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Collision 1s the latest accident
involving senior citizen drlver

CRASH, from page 1

of Pico Boulevard.

A man who works in the office had reportedly just left
the building two minutes before the car plowed into the
building.

The Santa Monica resident, who uses a walking cane,
was interviewed by police at the scene and released. The
cause of the collision is still under investigation.

The accident is at least the fourth collision involving
an elderly driver in Santa Monica since 2003, with the
most notable being Russell Weller, then 86, who appar-
ently mistook the gas pedal for the brake pedal and drove
through the farmers’ market on Arizona Avenue on July
16, 2003. He killed 10 people and injured dozens more.

Weller is currently awaiting trial on involuntary
manslaughter charges.

Then a month later, an 86-year-old Santa Monica man
smashed his car into a fence that surrounds a home daycare
center. The man, whose identity wasn’t released, drove out
of the Elks Lodge parking lot off of Pico Boulevard into the
alley and plowed straight into an iron gate that blocked the
north side of a house. The accident occurred late at night,
when the daycare wasn’t in operation.

The driver was cited for a misdemeanor hit-and-run.
No one was injured in the accident.

Shortly after that, an elderly woman drove her car
onto the Third Street Promenade in the early morning.
No one was injured.

And in December of 2004, an 84-year-old man
crashed a Dodge Ram pick-up truck through a bustling
Fisher Lumber. No one was injured.

The driver, whose identity wasn’t released, apparent-
ly hit the gas pedal instead of the brake at about 8:40 a.m.
The truck sped through Fisher Lumber about 50 feet
before coming to a stop in an aisle.

The owner of the vehicle, the driver’s son-in-law, was
inside Fisher Lumber shopping and the elderly man was
waiting for him in the passenger side of the truck, which
was parked in a space directly in front of the store.

Several employees had told the elderly man that the
truck was illegally parked and was blocking the entrance.
He apparently attempted to maneuver the truck from the
passenger seat, extending his leg to the gas pedal and his
arm toward the steering wheel.

The truck plowed through display cases and counters.
Debris eventually stopped the truck and the owner pulled
his father-in-law out of the vehicle.

For about an hour after the incident, the driver sat next
to the store’s entrance. He was questioned by police and let
go. He was seen walking away with the aid of a walker.

All of the accidents occurred while a national debate
has been stirring about senior citizens’ driving abilities
and whether their licenses should be renewed on an
annual basis.

Fabian Lewkowicz/Daily Press
The 85-year-old driver (top) of a car that smashed into three
others, before coming to a stop in the wall of an insurance
company building on Thursday stands despondent following
the accident. Police tape (bottom) is strewn across the hole in
the wall where the man’s car struck. An unidentified worker
reportedly left the building just minutes before the mishap.

Witnesses report hearing explosions

CITY YARDS, from page 1

what firefighters had to combat. Witnesses reported hear-
ing several explosions, which turned out to be the trucks’
tires blowing up, Polhill said.

“It became an issue of the trash trucks and their fuel,”
he said. “It gave the appearance of a dramatic fire ... a

chin-dropper for sure. It was really going strong.”

Four fire engines and a hazmat truck responded.
Investigators were on the scene all day Thursday, as well
as several other agencies including local, state and feder-
al officials.

“It’s going to take a while,”
Polhill said.

to determine the cause,

Tell Santa Monica what you think!

...write a letter to the editor

Email to: editor@smdp
or fax 310.576.9913

Santa Wonica Daitp Dress

.com

1700 +}* Ocean

FINE & FUN JEWELRY AND WATCHES

Over 45 Years Of Jewelry Experience

Designer Debra Savage & Earl Allen

Invite You To Visit & Take Advantage
Of Their Expertise!

We Specialize In Designing Jewelry
That Is Uniquely you!

Jewelry With Heart & Soul
From $275.00

Quality * Integrity * Service

In The Lobby Of The
Loew’s Santa Monica Open 7
Valet Beach Hotel ]I))a s
Parking 1700 Ocean Ave A WZek
310-393-7204
www.17000cean.com

Living a charmed life!
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Hot sex removes any language barrier

BY DAN DUNN
Special to the Daily Press

The latest offering from revered film-
maker Wong Kar Wai (“Fallen Angels,”
“The Chungking Express”) certainly isn’t
for everyone (“Dukes

of Hazzard” devotees,
for instance, need not

Review

apply), but those han-
kering for a subtitled, dreamlike elegy
about a lovelorn lothario wrestling with
painful memories in noirish 1960s Hong

‘Saint Ralph’

BY DAN DUNN
Special to the Daily Press

From a team of tyro Canadian film-

makers led by writer
director Michael
McGowan comes this

Review

Kong should find plenty to love about
“2046.” The film is a concomitant to
Wong’s 2000 film festival favorite, “In the
Mood for Love,” with Asian superstar Tony
Leung reprising his role as Chow Mo Wan,
a hard-boiled serial womanizer working on
a sci-fi novel that shares its title with both
the film and the hotel room where many of
Chow’s sexual liaisons take place. It is the
same room number in which, in the previ-
ous film, Chow carried on with his one true
love, Su Li Zhen (Maggie Cheung, who has
but a cameo here).

The non-linear, and at times confusing
narrative follows Chow as he engages in
steamy sexual trysts with one beautiful
woman after another, then quickly beats an
emotional retreat. This guy’s heart has been
damaged beyond repair by Su Li Zhen, and
he callously dispenses payback with every
new conquest. Leung’s measured perfor-
mance as an emotionally bankrupt, yet curi-
ously endearing playboy is Bogart-esque,
and he gets valuable support from his stun-
ning leading ladies, Ziyi Zhang
(“Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon”), Faye

in 2046’
Wong and Gong Li (“Red Sorghum”).

The production value is striking.
Christopher Doyle’s camerawork and
William Chang Suk Ping’s art design
combine to give ‘“2046” a surreptitious
quality; it all seems like a salacious secret
being whispered between veiled strangers
in a smoky, ill-lit anteroom. So what if it’s
sometimes hard to tell what it is they’re
saying?

(Rated R for sexual content. Running
time: 129 minutes)

meanders through melancholy marathon

unabashedly hokey, innocuous morality
play about a Catholic schoolboy (new-
comer Adam Butcher) who believes
winning the 1953 Boston Marathon is
the “miracle” that doctors claim is nec-
essary to rouse his ailing mother from a
coma. As if his plight weren’t dicey

enough, the poor lad’s father died in the
war, he’s living alone, the tyrannical
school headmaster wants to send him to
an orphanage, and he keeps getting
caught with his hand down his pants.
But he’s got a swell support system in
frocked track coach played by Campbell

Scott, and Jennifer Tilly’s benevolent
Nurse Alice. And after he runs the
marathon, Ralph gets a standing O for
his efforts. Holy melodrama!

(Rated PG-13 for some sexual content and
partial nudity. Running time: 98 minutes)

Do you have husiness briefs?

Submit news releases to: editor@smdp.com or fax (310) 576-9913
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THE IMBIBER

BY DAN DUNN

Stop whining, help is here

After an exhaustive three-year search that brought me
to the four corners of the world (Manhattan, North
Jersey, Staten Island and Queens), The Imbiber is proud
to announce the selection of this space’s “Official
Sommelier,” who will henceforth be our go-to-guy on all
matters vino. Before we bring out the star of the show,
however, allow me to explain why it took so long to
arrive at this momentous decision. Truth be told, several
months passed before I even figured out what it is a som-
melier does (they develop and maintain wine lists for
fancy restaurants and hotels), and then I spent a couple
more just mastering the pronunciation of the word (it’s
like the country, Somalia, only happier — “Suh-moll-
YAY!”). Also, quite often [ was very, very drunk.

So now, without further adieu, please put your hands
together for The Imbiber’s new “Official Sommelier,”
the one, the only, the soon-to-be regretful that he ever
agreed to do this ... André Compeyre. André is the chief
sommelier at Alain Ducasse at the Essex House in New
York City, where he’s responsible for pairing wines with
the world-class culinary creations of executive chef
Tony Esnault. For those unfamiliar with Alain Ducasse
(pronounced “Cha-Ching!”) it’s arguably the most
exquisite restaurant in all of the United States. In his
nearly 20 years in the business, André has worked at
world-renowned restaurants such as “Les Jardins de
I’Opera” in Toulouse, “Le Gavroche” in London, and
“Le Chateau d’Eza” near Monaco. He also oversaw the
wine program at Restaurant Thomas Henkelmann in
Greenwich, Conn.

“I am honored that out of the several thousand great
sommeliers in this country, you asked me to participate,
without even holding a drinking competition or asking
me to pick a good merlot for Sugar Ray Leonard,” said
the affable Frenchman with the golden palate, referring
to a recent Imbiber column featuring the boxing great.
Appreciate the effort, André, but no need to suck up —
you already got the gig. Look for “Andre’s Pick” to
appear here once or month or so, and whatever you do,
wine lovers, listen to what the man says.

(Thirsty for more Imbiber? Pull up a barstool at
www. Thelmbiber.com)

ANDRE’S PICK:

“I would like to recommend a crisp white wine for
summertime: 2004 Sigalas Assyrtiko from Santorini in
Greece. It is a clean, fresh, mineral wine to enjoy as an
aperitif or with a seafood appetizer such as chilled
steamed langoustines with almond milk, cucumber and
celery, which we serve at Alain Ducasse. The cost is
approximately $15 retail. Sigalas is a boutique producer,
and you may equally enjoy Assyrtiko or Assyrtiko
blends from any producer in the same appellation.”

With a cell, we’re all winners

BY VIC PLATINUM
Special to the Daily Press

Hey dudes and dolls, Vic Platinum here, coming at
you from an airport bar at LAX where I’m waiting out a
rather lengthy flight delay with my old friend
Chardonnay. Apparently, planes don’t like going out in
this oppressive heat either. Seriously, could it be any hot-
ter up in here? As if! I haven’t felt this steamed since my
cable carrier dropped the Oxygen Network to make room
for PAX, a channel run by a pack of crazed Bible-wav-
ing prudes with no sense of style. But don’t get me start-
ed on that, because there are itchier topics that need
scratching today.

For instance, who is JD Power, and are his associates
jealous because he gets top billing? And where did Jack
Bauer, that yummy secret agent from “24,” get his cell
phone battery? That thing lasted an entire season on a sin-
gle charge, whereas the rest of us must contend with cel-
lies that have the staying power of horny teenaged boys.

And isn’t it time someone come up with a good name
for that overpowering impulse people have to use their
cell phones whenever they’re alone in a public place? All

I’ve got so far is “Look, everyone, I'm in demand-itis”
and “Serenity-a-phobia.” (That reminds me, I need to call
the Hiltons’ publicist to see what’s up with Paris — after
seeing those photos of her in this week’s People, I've got
two words for the twiglike heiress: Carbohydrates. Now!)

Did you know that “I am” is the shortest complete sen-
tence in the English language? That’s right, it is. And it’s
also the furthest into a conversation washed-up model
“Surreal Life” star Janice Dickinson’s gotten without
peeing-off one her D-list housemates. That witch is
absolutely wicked!

Speaking of which ... er, witch ... caught a perfor-
mance of the Broadway sensation “Wicked” recently in
Hollywood, and I just don’t get what all the hype’s about.
Then again, I stopped caring about Oz after Rick Fox left
the show!

Is it me, or does anyone else think Karl Rove looks
like the sort of character you might see hanging around
outside an elementary school with a bag of candy. And
this guy’s running the country, right?

Final thought: As a rule, people should not be driving
any vehicle that costs $100 to fuel up and then runs out
of gas quicker than an episode of “Saturday Night Live.”

The Vic gives audiences a taste of jazz

By Daily Press staff

The Vic for Jazz continues with its 2005 Jazz Series,
during August.

Coming in on Aug. 11 will be Ilona Knopfler accom-
panied by trombone-player Jay Ashby, piano-player
Alain Mallet, Tony Dumas on bass, and Enzo Tedesco on
drums.

“She’s a one woman Manhattan Transfer,”
Jazz Times.

Late night jazz features Ascendant, which is com-

says the
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GOT ADVERTISING?

prised of piano-player Aaron Antz, Gabe Noel on bass,
and Aaron McClendon on drums.

The Vic is open from 7 p.m. to 2 a.m. Shows are on
Thursdays, with two shows — one at 8 p.m. and 10 p.m.
Reservations are required. There is a $20 cover and a two
item minimum for the 8 p.m. and 10 p.m. shows. There
is a $5 cover and two drink minimum for the late night
jazz, and no reservation is needed. Dinner is served from
7 p.m.. to midnight. The Vic is located at 2640 Main St.
For reservations call (888) FOR-JAZZ (367-5299) or
visit www.thevicforjazz.com
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John Muir School
PTA Flea Market is Saturday!

August 6, from 8am until 3pm with great items to buy and sell from
local antique and collectibles merchants with art, jewelry & vintage
clothing. Support a local school. Corner Lincoln & Ocean Park Blvds.

Flea Market info/ VM 310-399-7721 ext. 181.

Why not make L.A.’s Best

Your Designated Driver?

* Los Angeles/LAX
* Beverly Hills

* West Hollywood
* Century Cily

* Westwood

* Culver City

o 273-6611
e Santa Monica

Limousine Style Service at Taxicab Prices . @

Beverly Hills Cab

2 1% 2

EXPANDED FLEET & TERRITORY

FIVE ACES PHOTOGRAPHY

FOR ALL OF YOUR DIGITAL AND PRINT NEEDS
NO EVENT TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL WE COVER IT ALL

20% DISCOUNT FOR DAILY PRESS READERS

FiveAcesPhoto.photoreflect.com

310 963 0636

i i
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" I\% Kplaw W arm Reafty Marra - L&
310-301-2372

4079-B REDWOOD AVE.
LOS ANGELES, CA

Email: info@team24-Trealty.com
Web: www.team24-Trealty.com
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"~ Fred Nabati Glen Michaelsen

Great Westside Village Mar-Vista loc. w/ beautiful
upgrades of Maple & Brazilian Maplewood Hrdwd
FIrs, Remodeled Kitchen, LRG Lvng- Rm,
Light/Bright, Newly Landscaped LRG-Yard w/ beau-
tiful water fountain & fruit trees. Sun Room or office
(could be 4th Bedroom). Updated Home! Must see!
MOTIVATED & easy to show. Open House Saturday,
August 6 (2-5PM) & Sunday, August 7, (2-4PM)

o il

2925 Military Avenue - 3+2  $839,000

3624 Maplewood Avenue $799,000 2+1 1021 Michigan Avenue

Beautiful Mar-Vista home in sought after neigh-
borhood in move in condition. Pride of
Ownership! Private tranquil backyard that is
beautifully landscaped with fruit trees! VERY
MOTIVATED! A must see....don't miss out! Open
House Sunday, August 7 (2-5PM)

Income property and single family residence.
Santa Monica SF HM on 11th st (2+1) & 6 units
(all Sngls) on Michigan. 2 props. great for
owner/user or investor opport. Live in the main
house & collect rent$$ Drive by Only! Do Not
Disturb Tenant! Motivated-present all offers.

Marines’ casualty rate a sign
of their daunting job in Iraq

BY JOHN J. LUMPKIN

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — The Marines have one of the rough-
est assignments in Iraq: pacifying the perpetually restive
Anbar province, home to Fallujah, Ramadi and Haditha,
all sites of heavy American casualties since the insur-
gency went into high gear last year.

Underscoring the heavy load, the Marines have taken
casualties disproportionate to their numbers in Iraq.

Marines number more than 23,000 out of 138,000
members of the U.S. armed forces in Iraq, or 17 percent.
Yet they have lost at least 530 of the more than 1,820
U.S. personnel who have died there, or 29 percent,
Marine officials said.

On Wednesday, they lost 14 when a roadside bomb
detonated under an amphibious assault vehicle in
Haditha in western Iraq. Just two days earlier, seven
other Marines died.

Sen. Joseph Biden, ranking Democrat on the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee, called the Iraq campaign
now a tough situation “that’s going to get tougher before
it gets easier.”

“The truth of the matter is that we’ve made some pret-
ty significant miscalculations in term of policy form the
outset, and we leave these Marines in a very, very tough
spot,” Biden said Thursday on CBS’s The Early Show.

“There’s such a gap between the reality on the ground
in Iraq ... and the rhetoric back here” from the Bush
administration, Biden said, asserting that the United
States is in a race against time to get Iraqis trained to
defend themselves, but using “too few troops in a place
that needs a heck of a lot more security.”

Some military experts pointed to Wednesday’s attack
to note the Marines are performing duties somewhat dif-
ferent from those for which they are organized and
equipped. The amphibious vehicle, for example, was
designed to get troops ashore and is less armored than
some other infantry carriers.

“It’s basically designed to get across the beach and get
a few dozen miles inland,” said John Pike, a military
expert with Globalsecurity.org. “The point being, once
(Marines) had managed to secure the beachhead and get
a few miles inland, the Army would come ashore and
take over from there.”

Beyond that, occupation and stabilization duties often

require expertise and equipment distinct from amphibi-
ous assault and the rapid capture of enemy-held territory,
experts said.

"The entire Marine force was designed around the
concept of amphibious warfare, which is a good deal dif-
ferent from the kind of conflict they’re fighting in Iraq
today, hundreds of miles from the sea,” said Loren
Thompson of the Lexington Institute think tank. “The
Marines are a light force; they kick in the door but they
are not supposed to occupy all the rooms.”

The service has tried to adapt to changing missions,
studying concepts like urban warfare and nonlethal
weaponry. Marines took the lead in supplying food dur-
ing a famine in Somalia in the early 1990s.

They, along with the Army’s 3rd Infantry Division,
comprised the leading forces in the drive toward
Baghdad in 2003.

Since the invasion of Iraq, the Army’s effort to keep
its troops fresh by rotating them in and out of the coun-
try has created a need to use the Marines as a stabiliza-
tion and counterinsurgency force in parts of the country,
experts said.

The Marines killed Wednesday were part of a sweep
for insurgents in communities along the Euphrates River
between Baghdad and the Syrian border. At the
Pentagon, Brig. Gen. Carter Ham said similar operations
were under way in several communities at once, to pre-
vent insurgents from skipping to towns without a strong
U.S. presence.

He suggested the attacks on the Marines were the
insurgents’ response to their stepped-up operations.

Many of the Marines killed Wednesday were assigned
to the 3rd Battalion, 25th Marines based in Brook Park,
Ohio, a Cleveland suburb, and attached to the
Regimental Combat Team 2. A civilian translator also
was killed and one Marine was wounded.

Six more Marines were killed in Haditha earlier this
week. A seventh was killed by a car bomb in Hit.

In November, Marines led the assault to retake
Fallujah, an insurgent stronghold 40 miles west of
Baghdad. They had regular clashes with insurgents there
and in nearby Ramadi for months before.

In January, 30 Marines, along with a Navy sailor,
were killed when their helicopter went down in bad
weather. The military, however, still has not issued a
finding on the cause of the crash.

Ex-o1l and gas leader opposes Valle Vidal plans

By The Associated Press

SANTA FE — A former New Mexico Oil and Gas
Association president says he opposes proposed coal-bed
methane drilling in northern New Mexico’s Valle Vidal.

“I am a strong supporter of the oil and gas industry,
and responsible drilling means there are some places we
shouldn’t drill,” Gary Fonay said.

He said Wednesday he is asking members of New
Mexico’s congressional delegation to permanently pro-
tect the Valle Vidal from mineral extraction.

“I call it, as many people do, the Yellowstone of the
southern Rockies,” said Fonay, an outdoorsman who has
camped and fished in the Valle Vidal in the Carson
National Forest.

Fonay said drilling in the Valle Vidal “just changes
what you have and changes the experience for people
who are looking to see what Rocky Mountain life is all
about.”

Houston-based El Paso Corp. has asked the Carson
National Forest to open 40 percent of the 100,000-acre
Valle Vidal for leases.

There currently are no oil and gas leases or producing
wells on the 40,000-acre unit.

Environmentalists have said the natural beauty and
pristine land could be lost forever if drilling is allowed.

The Valle Vidal — which has mountain peaks,
streams and meadows and New Mexico’s largest elk herd
— became part of the Carson in 1982 after being donat-
ed by Pennzoil Corp., an oil company.

Bob Gallagher, the association’s current president,
said he told Fonay that he thinks Fonay’s opposition to

drilling “is a little premature.”

Gallagher said the Valle Vidal is a special place and
there should be strict guidelines for drilling.

But “there has to be a full set of facts on somebody’s
desk before they can reach a decision and those facts
haven’t been developed yet,” Gallagher said.

Fonay’s stance was praised by Oscar Simpson, presi-
dent of the New Mexico Wildlife Federation.

“I think it is really a big deal, because I haven’t heard
any industry representative anywhere in the nation come
forward” to oppose an energy development project,
Simpson said.

“Not very many people are willing to stand up for
their beliefs,” he said.

Fonay said there are others who feel the same way.

“I am not alone in the oil and gas industry by any
means,” he said. “But I don’t know how many are will-
ing to come forward like me.”

Fonay said he thinks the energy industry has done a
good job when it comes to being sensitive about protect-
ing the environment.

The federation is sponsoring 30-second radio adver-
tisements featuring Fonay saying he supports energy
development, but that it should not be allowed in the
Valle Vidal.

The radio spots will be aired in Albuquerque, Raton,
Taos and Farmington.

The U.S. Forest Service has been seeking input on
how best to manage the Valle Vidal’s natural resources.

A decision on whether to allow drilling in the Valle
Vidal will not come until 2007.
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Discovery crew honors fallen Columbia astronauts

BY PAM EASTON

Associated Press Writer

SPACE CENTER, Houston — On a day when her crew
remembered those who died on space shuttle Columbia,
Discovery Commander Eileen Collins said Thursday
she’s confident about returning home safely next week.

“We have looked at everything,” Collins told The
Associated Press in an interview. “I wouldn’t fly this
flight if I didn’t think it was a safe thing to do.”

Deputy shuttle program manager Wayne Hale said
overall Discovery is in good shape, but there remains one
lingering issue: a hole torn in a thermal blanket near the
cockpit window.

A fourth unplanned spacewalk may be necessary to
take care of the problem.

The soonest the spacewalk could occur would be
Saturday, which would delay Discovery’s scheduled
undocking from the international space station and result
in the shuttle’s return to Earth being pushed back a day
until at least Tuesday.

Mission managers planned to meet Thursday morning
to decide whether another spacewalk to repair the ship is
needed.

As Discovery orbited the Earth Thursday, the shuttle’s
crew sent down images of the planet below and each
crew member took a few minutes to discuss space explo-
ration, its costs and remembered those who didn’t make
it home.

“We choose to do these things not because they are
easy, but because they are hard,” astronaut Wendy
Lawrence said. “And certainly, space exploration is not
easy and there has been a human price that has been

paid.”

Astronaut Charles Camarda said Columbia’s loss in
2003 reaffirmed the need for those who explore to be vig-
ilant about the risks involved.

Columbia was doomed by a piece of insulating foam
shed from its external fuel tank during launch. The foam
pierced a wing and caused the shuttle to disintegrate over
Texas, killing all seven astronauts.

“In that accident, we not only lost seven colleagues,
we lost seven friends,” Camarda said. “They believed in
space exploration. They knew the risks, but they believed
in what they were doing. They showed us that the fire of
the human spirit is insatiable.”

Based on the Columbia tragedy, Discovery’s astro-
nauts have spent a majority of their test flight mission
inspecting their ship, making repairs and testing out new
repair techniques.

Collins said her crew had thoroughly studied the pro-
cedures before Wednesday’s unprecedented spacewalk
when astronaut Stephen Robinson removed two worri-
some pieces of filler material from the shuttle’s belly. It
was the first time an astronaut has ventured below the
ship.

NASA engineers thought the tile filler removed
Wednesday might cause the shuttle to overheat during its
descent through the atmosphere and lead to another
Columbia-type disaster.

“We were watching with anticipation and excite-
ment,” Collins said of the spacewalk. “When I saw Steve
pull the gap filler out, I started clapping and we were
cheering in the flight deck.”

Robinson told the AP that he was careful to make sure
his body and none of his tools contacted the shuttle’s

Cloned dog just latest milestone
for S. Korea’s stem cell pioneer

BY JI-SOO KIM

Associated Press Writer

SEOUL, South Korea — The “Pride of Korea” has
struck again.

Pioneer South Korean stem cell researcher Hwang
Woo-suk and his research colleagues have succeeded in
cloning a dog, a global first that extends the remarkable
string of laboratory successes by the Seoul National
University professor.

Last year, Hwang’s team created the world’s first
cloned human embryos. They followed that in May by
creating the first embryonic stem cells that genetically
match injured or sick patients.

Now, they’ve come up with Snuppy, an Afghan
hound, now 14 weeks old, that Hwang’s research col-
league, Gerald Schatten of the University of Pittsburgh
School of Medicine, called “a frisky, healthy, normal,
rambunctious puppy.”

The goal of Hwang and his team, who reported their
achievement Wednesday in the journal Nature, isn’t to
reproduce lovable pooches but to find ways to eventual-
ly help treat human diseases by creating a reliable
research model.

Monkeys are the closest model to humans and they are
crucial to medical research, but Hwang told reporters
Wednesday that cloning a monkey “is technically impos-
sible at the moment.”

“Dogs share physiological characteristics with
humans,” Hwang, clad in his trademark white lab coat,
told reporters in Seoul. “A lot of diseases that occur in
dogs can be directly transferred to humans.”

Embryonic stem cells are the source of all tissue.
Researchers believe they can be coaxed to grow into
heart, brain or nerve cells that could be used to renew ail-
ing organs.

Hwang’s previous achievements grabbed worldwide
headlines and instantly made the 53-year-old a national
hero in education-mad South Korea, which consistently
scores in the top tier of world math and science surveys.

The cloning news was reported on the front pages of
most major South Korean dailies Thursday.

“It’s a matter of great national pride that such a person
came from our country,” Ro Suk-rae, a merchant in

downtown Seoul, said of Hwang. “All Korean people are
waiting for the final results of his research ... to be
applied to cure humans.”

The name of the cloned puppy, the lone success from
more than 100 dogs implanted with more than 1,000
cloned embryos, highlights the importance of Hwang’s
research base. Snuppy is shorthand for “Seoul National
University puppy.”

Seoul National is South Korea’s top school.
Admission is considered a sure ticket to the corridors of
power and influence here.

Researchers congratulated Hwang’s team on improv-
ing techniques that might someday be medically useful.

“The ability to use the underlying technology in
developing research models and eventually therapies is
incredibly promising,” said Robert Schenken, president
of the American Society for Reproductive Medicine.
“However, the paper also points out that in dogs as in
most species, cloning for reproductive purposes is
unsafe.”

Other animals that have been successfully cloned are
sheep, cats, goats, cows, mice, pigs, rabbits, horses, deer,
mules and gaur, a large wild ox in Southeast Asia.

Still, uncertainties about the health and life span of
cloned animals persist; Dolly the sheep, the first mammal
cloned from an adult cell nearly a decade ago, died pre-
maturely in 2003 after developing cancer and arthritis.

The successful dog cloning also re-ignites a fierce eth-
ical and scientific debate about the rapidly advancing
technology.

lan Wilmut, a reproductive biologist at the University
of Edinburgh who produced Dolly praised Hwang but
cautioned that politicians and scientists must face the
larger and more delicate issue — how to extend research
without crossing the moral boundary of duplicating
human life in the lab.

“Successful cloning of an increasing number of
species confirms the general impression that it would be
possible to clone any mammalian species, including
humans,” Wilmut said.

At a news conference in Seoul, the cloning team also
condemned the reproductive cloning of humans as
“unsafe and inefficient.”

fragile belly during the task.

“I had my hand out and I had that purposely out there
sort of as potential bumper,” he said. “If I was going to
hit anything on the orbiter, I wanted it to be my fingers in
a springy position.”

Hale said tile fillers, like the ones removed
Wednesday, have probably protruded on previous flights,
but this time the agency spotted them and was able to
repair them because of the new inspection techniques put
in place after Columbia.

Robinson was barely back inside the shuttle and out of
his spacesuit Wednesday when Mission Control
informed the crew about the chance of another spacewalk
to deal with the torn thermal blanket.

The concern is that a roughly 1-foot section of the
blanket could rip away during re-entry, whip backward
and slam into the shuttle, perhaps causing grave damage.
Engineers expected to know by late Thursday whether
the danger is real and whether any blanket trimming is
required.

“I think in the old days we would not have worried
about this nearly so much,” Hale said. “I am very hope-
ful that we will be able to put this issue at rest.”

Also Thursday, astronauts finished up their testing of
new repair techniques.

They demonstrated a proposed repair method for
small holes in the carbon panels that line the shuttle’s
wings. That repair technique, tested in Discovery’s mid-
deck on samples brought to space, was the last of three
techniques set to be tested on orbit by Discovery’s crew.

Astronaut James Kelly told Mission Control the astro-
nauts got 40 minutes of video from the experiment,
which he called a success.

Your ad could run here!
© Call us today at (310) 458-7737

“World Famous”

Big Dean’s Cafe

AT SANTA MoONICA BEACH

Where the “locals™ meet and the “fun loving” tourists always return!

SUN s FUN + GREAT FOOD + BEER « WINE « MUSIC
Sports TV « 2 Outdoor Patios » Smoking Allowed
Reasonable Prices! Children Welcome!

1615 Ocean Front, Santa Monica (310) 393-2666

At Santa Monica Beach in front of the historic merry-go-round, just below & southeast of the pier.

This location has been here since 1902

The Law Offic 1{
Clifford C. Nicho

A Law Firm Dedicated To Defending Those Charged
With CRIMES

Al Felonies and Misdemeanors
Juveniles and Adults

Offices Currently Located in the Searise Tower at
233 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 400
Santa Monica California
(Directly Across from The Promenade)

For An Appointment Call: (310) 917-1083

InThe Case Of An Emergency, To Speak With An Attomey
Immediately Call Our 24 Hour Hotline: (310) 909-9024

www.cliffnichols.com
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AGING GRACEFULLY? '
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Keep your money hard at work, with
401(k) rollovers, TSAs, annuities and
more. Call me to get started today.

Troy Wilson Lic.#: 0D75687
2451 Santa Monica Blvd.

B Santa Monica, CA
310.315.1955

WE USE ONLY FACTORY PARTS
YOUR ALTERNATIVE TO DEALERS.

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR @ STATE FARM IS THERE.®
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CLASSIFIEDS

S3°° per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.
daily readership of over 38,600.

Call 310-458-7737 and promote your busimness opportunities to our

CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements

Real Estate
Real Estate Loans

Jewelry
Wanted

Business Opportunities
Yard Sales

Creative
Employment
For Sale
Furniture

Pets
Boats

SHARE MY Garden. SM Community
Garden. Main and Strand St. Veggies
and Flowers. (FREE) (310) 395-6298

HEADSHOTS - World class photogra-
phy. Visit www.elevenstar.com and
see. Mention SMDP for 10% off.

(310) 866-6693

ADMINISTRATOR  (PART-TIME) for

Retail business in Culver City/ Mar
Vista area. Approx. 20 hrs. per week.
(2-4 hours a day including weekends)
$20/hr.
1455.

Fax resume to (310) 313-

AUTOBODY ESTIMATOR. Minimum 2
years experience. Established shop
in Santa Monica, over 20 years.
Clean, professional customer serv-
ice attitude necessary. (310) 990-
7991.

Travel

Vacation Rentals
ApartmentsCondos for Rent
Houses for Rent

Roomates
Commercial

DRIVERS
SEEKING energetic individuals. F/T,
may include Sat. Some experience re-
quired. Requires a valid Class C li-
cense. Will run background check.
Must have a clean driving record. Ap-
ply in person: Bourget Bros., 1636
11th St. Santa Monica, CA 90404

EARN $60K-$400K - Since 1960,
Largest metals/coin co. in U.S. seeks
AE’s. No cold calling. Paid training.
Full  benefits pkg +  401k.
Goldline.com. Contact Robert Fazio
(310) 319-0313. Santa Monica.

EXPERIENCE SALES person needed
P/T at The Blue House. 1402 Mon-
tana Ave. Apply in person. See
Mary (310) 451-2243.

Lease

NOW HIRING drivers, must know San-
ta Monica area. Clean DMV and Pro-
fessional appearance. Bring DMV
printout to 2418 Wilshire for applica-
tion.

OFFICE CLERICAL/ telephone/ cus-
tomer service representative. 2
years general office/ computer ex-
perience. Clean, professional cus-
tomer service attitude necessary.
(310) 990-7991.

OPERATIONS  ASSISTANT, technical
company, WLA. Flex hours. Call for
details. (310) 478-0591.

Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage

Services
Computer Services
Attorney Services

SIMPLEHUMAN NEEDS reliable ex-
perienced mature individuals fo
part-time retail positions at the
Westfield Century City Mall. Pleas-
efax resumes to (310) 538-9196

Attn:  Vivian or email to
support@simplehuman.com. More
information at

www.simplehuman.com

THREE HAIR Stations For Rent.
$125/week. 2106 Wilshire Blvd. Call
Christine (310) 829-5944

PART-TIME CASHIER for a hardware
store. Call Veronica at (310) 395-
1158.

F/T OCCUPATIONAL THERAPIST & F/T
OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY ASSISTANT
For 59 SNF in Santa Monica Excellent
Compensation & Benefits Contact:
Fiona A. Basa (310) 828-5596

BARRISTA CUSTOMER service for
Santa Monica Hotel cafe. Apply in per-
son at 1111 2nd Street. Full-time/
Part-time.

FRONT  OFFICE reception/clerical.
Part-time position now available.
Knowledge of 12 step program help-
ful. Fax resume to (310) 576-0945.

BRITANNIA PUB needs experienced
cook and server. Call (310) 458-5350.
Ask for Manager.

CAREGIVER NEEDED for older woman
in Pacific Palisades. 5-10pm, Mon-
Sat. Good food preparation important.
(310) 454-9467

CLEANROOM CLEANING positions
available. Full time and part time.
Evening work. Medical Benefits
and 401K available. Starting be-
tween $9.50 and $10.50 hour.
Looking for quality individuals.
Must have good verbal/written
skills. We will train. Interested
candidates should apply at 1
(888) 263-9886 or www.clean-
roomcleaning.com

* ADVERTISING SALES *

Seeking: Self-Motivated,
Energetic, Experienced
Professionals.

Well established Co.
50+ years in L.A.

* High Commissions ¢ Paid Weekly
* Leads Furnished
Newspapers - Magazines
Classified & Display: Real Estate,
Ethnic, Entertainment, Military,
Business, Finance...

Call: Paul 213-251-9100, Ex-25
and/or Please visit:
www.theglobalmediagroup.
com/jobinfo.htm

DENTAL ASSISTANT

Modern, low-stress, SM office. No
HMO or Medi-Cal. Chairside experi-
ence and X-ray license required. 3-
4 days per week. 60% back office/
40% front office. (310) 451-1446.

DENTAL FRONT OFFICE with back
office experience. Santa Monica
office. F/T-P/T (310) 393-9706.

Up to $1 75/day

jobsinshowbiz.com
310) 497-4810

HAIRDRESSER NEEDED: Full-time,
experience a plus. English/ Spanish
speaking. References. (310) 452-
6800.

HOUSEMAN
FULL time position, English
speaking required, some hotel
experience required. Available
immediately.

ROOM ATTENDANT
Full time position, English speak-
ing required, some hotel experi-
ence required. Available immedi-
ately.

NIGHT CONCIERGE
Full time graveyard shift. Guest
Services. Knowledge of area a
plus. Excellent customer service,
excellent driving record, front of-
fice experience required. Availa-
ble immediately.

All positions include good pay,
benefits and a good working en-
vironment. Please call to start ap-
plication process, 310-883-6246,
or apply in person with Evelyn in
Human Resources at 1415 Ocean
Ave. Santa Monica between 1-4
pm, Monday, Tuesday, Thursday,
Friday. EOE.

- 30[0RIAN

ikl

LICENSED NURSE FOR WEEKEND
TREATMENT & F/T DSD POSITION For
59 SNF in Santa Monica Excellent
Compensation & Benefits Contact:
Fiona A. Basa (310) 828-5596.

MUSIC AIR PLAY Campaign Sales per-
son in Santa Monica, P/T, 310-998-
8305 x83

NOW HIRING
Sexy upscale young girls for high
class escort agency. $500-$1500 dai-
ly. (310) 925-8244

RECEPTIONIST FT 9-5:30. Require
computer literate, busy phones. Gen-
eral office duties. Fluent English. Pro-
fessional appearance. Medical/Dental
Ins after 6 mos. Fax Resume to Naomi
(310) 286-3064.

RECEPTIONIST

WLA event planning co seeking a
friendly receptionist. ExcInt verbal/
written communication skills & com-
puter friendly. Growth opportunities.
$12/hr. Call (310) 453-4289 Barring-

RETAIL
(rossroads Trading Co.

Floor Supervisor FT
Sales/Buyers PT/FT

Fun buy-sell-trade clothing co.
seeks fashion-obsessed people w/
“can-do” attitude for floor supe &
sales/buyer positions. Must have re-
tail clothing exp. APPLY IN PERSON:
1449-B 4th St, Santa Monica or
send resume in body of email (at-
tachments will not be opened) to
FS18mgr@crossroadstrading.com

www.crossroads.com

RETAIL SALES

Part-time & Full-time
Put your love of travel & your friendly
personality to work for the industry
leader in travel supplies. We carry
unique, high-quality travel products
that you’ll love to sell. Competitive $s.
Retail, travel & some foreign languag-
es a +. Fax resume to (805) 568-5406
or e-mail hr@magellans.com.

Magellank$h

AMERICA’S LEADING SOURCE OF TRAVEL
SUPPLIES
www.magellans.com

RETAIL SALES

Assistant Management/Sales. Full-
time/ Part-time for upscale women’s
Boutique in Malibu. Must be experi-
enced, goal-oriented, and good in
merchandising. Fax resume to
(310) 271-1089.

SALES

SALES of cruise and tour packages.
Paid training, flex 30 hrs/ week. Base
+ comm. No cold calls. Near LAX
(310) 649-7171.

WHEN

will you get the power of email working for your business?

gl’eatbignOISG www.greatbignoise.com

BOWFLEX XTL W/EXTRAS! - $700
(SANTA MONICA)

TWO YEARS OLD, BUT BARELY USED. NO WEAR
AND TEAR. COMES EQUIPPED WITH LAT PULL-
DOWN BAR AND LEG EXTENSIONS (UNOPENED IN
BOX), VIDEO AND MANUAL. FOLDS UP, FITS IN
BEDROOM IF NEEDED. WAKE UP, WORK OUT. A
NEW BOWFLEX XTLU COSTS $1,800! CALL MIKE
AT 310 395 6618.

SECTIONAL SOFA consisting of 2
recliners and chaise. Taupe suedette.
Good condition, 1-year old. (310) 382-
0199. $695 ONO.

SPA/HOT TUB 2005 Model. Neck Jets.
Therapy seat. Warranty. Never used.
Can deliver. Worth $5950, sell for
$1950 (310)479-3054

TOSHIBA 57 INCH High Definition pro-
jection TV. 16 months old with war-
ranty. $1150 or best offer. (310) 266-
6505.

Vehicles for sale

‘00 4RUNNER. . ..... $13,995
Loaded, Leather, Moonroof
(VinY0068063) (800) 406-7782.
LEXUS SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

‘00 RX300 ONLY. . . $18,995
Leather,  Moon, CD
(Vin123883) (800) 406-7782.
LEXUS SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

‘00 SPYDER MR2 Conwv. . . .. $14,988

Only 23K Miles, 5 Spd

(VINO21064) (800) 579-6047
TOYOTA SANTA MONICA

‘01 MUSTANG V6 . ... ... $8,995
Power Everything, Only 27k miles
(Vin253501) (800) 406-7782.
LEXUS SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

‘01S80T-6A ........... $17,988

Only 45K Miles, Leather, Mnrf

(VIN164556) (800) 579-6047
TOYOTA SANTA MONICA

‘01 SIENNAXLE. . ........ $16,988

Video System, Mnrf, Lthr

(VIN366172) (800) 579-6047
TOYOTA SANTA MONICA

‘01 TACOMAREG CAB.. . . .. $10,988

Auto, A/C, Alloy Wheels,

(VIN855354) (800) 579-6047
TOYOTA SANTA MONICA

‘02 SC430 CONV'T . . . 19K MILES
LEXUS CERTIFIED, has it all
(Vin006442) (800) 406-7782.
LEXUS SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

2004 FORD Tauras. 17,500 miles.
Charcoal, leather, V-6, CD, all power,
like new. $10,800. (310) 393-7204.

Changer

Health and Beauty

Fitness

Wealth and Success
Lost and Found

Personals
Obituaries

‘03 SEQUOIA 4X4, LTD $29,995
Low miles and Every
(Vin167200) (800) 406-7782.
LEXUS SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

‘04 ACCORD LX LOW 15K MILES!
IMMACULATE,  Auto,  Loaded!
(Vin4C030554) (800) 406-7782.
LEXUS SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

‘04 RX330 18K MILES ~ $33,995
LEXUS  CERTIFIED, Don’t
(Vin026362) (800) 406-7782.
LEXUS SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

‘04TL....... ONLY 15K MILES!
FLAWLESS Leather, Moonrf, Chrome
Wheels, and More!
(Vin020631) (800) 406-7782.
LEXUS SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

‘04TL3.2.......... Only $28,988

Only 15k Miles, Lthr, Moonroof

(VINO39574) (800) 579-6047
TOYOTA SANTA MONICA

‘97 VOLVO 850 ONLY . . . .. $9,988

Only 46K Miles, Pwr Pkg, Alloy Wheels

(VIN381432) (800) 579-6047
TOYOTA SANTA MONICA

$$ CASH FOR CARS $$

All makes & models, any condition.
We come to you and handle all paper
work. Friendly professional buyer.
Please call now! (310) 995-5898.

Option

Wait!

DONATE YOUR CAR

(888) 306-KIDS
e

YOUR AD

COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT

(310) 458-7737

Elg En:;tl'lm
isters
j) o

s The

YOUR AD

COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US

TODAY AT

(310) 458-7737

& MITSUBISHI
Santa Monica

2002 Honda Accord
Black Auto Full Power
$14,995 VIN# 005954

2003 Honda Oydessey
16k miles Full Power
Call For Price VIN# 051902

2003 Mazda Miata
Silver/Black 28K miles
$14,495 VIN# 303036

2001 Mitsubishi Montero

Sport Full power Great first time car
$9,995 VIN# 044921

2004 Mitsubishi Spyder GT
Silver/Black Auto Full power

$18,995 VIN# 048757

2004 Mitsubishi Lancer

Auto Full Power
$9,995 VIN# 047677

2003 Montero Sport

Blue leather, 22K miles

$16,995 vinx 024704

UearglY com

1501 Santa Monica Blvd.
Santa Monica, CA 90404

866-925-3333

Westside Swim School

-

Making water a fun and safe
environment since 1991

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday
10:30, 11:00, 11:30, 12:00

Marina Del Rey, 4200 Admiralty Way.
or your home by appt. afternoons

Private: $45.00 per half hour
Small Group: $20 per half hour

(310) 954-7909

VIOLIN LESSONS in Malibu for all ages
and levels. USC & Juilliard trained,
int’l competition winner (c) (213) 447-
0353.

GARAGE WANTED in Santa Monica for

rental or sublet for storage of classic
car. (310) 395-3268

MATURE, GENTLE, professional wom-
an, impeccable references, seeks
large studio or 1 bedroom apartment
with parking. (310) 395-8150.
WANTED TO buy: 4-10 General Ad-
mission/Floor tickets for U2, Novem-
ber 1, Staples Center. Call Nina at
(310) 922-2060.

1220 S. Barrington Ave., #4, Xtra
Large 1 BR, 1 Bath with garden view,
great, centralized location and private
parking. Laundry rm, carpet, private
entry, 1 year lease, no pets. $1095
Available mid-August (310) 396-4443
x 2002.

319 S. CLARK DR. #203. Three story
30 unit gated building. Large upper
rear apt., A/C, sunny, secured park-
ing, dishwasher, laundry room, balco-
ny, prime location for shopping/ res-
taurants.  Available  mid-August
$1295. Call (310) 804-7460.
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12707 CASWELL AVE., #206, MAR
VISTA. Contemporary 2BD, 2BA with
split floor plan, 2 fireplaces, modern
appliances, control access, 2 car gat-
ed parking. Will consider small pet
with 1 year lease and extra deposit.
Available mid-August. $1,650.
(310) 396-4443 x 2002.

1302 PACIFIC Ave., Unit 04. Venice
Beach, large single available in
charming building. 1 block to the
beach. 1 year lease, no pets. Paid
parking available. $995 (310) 396-
4443 x 2002.

131 CLUBHOUSE Ave. Venice Beach.
Large two-story historic craftsman
style home. Great location close to
parks, beach and commercial centers.
Beautifully landscaped gardens, large
front porch, fireplace and lots of
charm. Second floor bedrooms with
private balcony. Wood floors through-
out. $2550. One year lease. Call Jack
at (310) 396-4443x2002.

2000 ALBERTA Ave., Apt 02, Spacious
1 BD, 1 BA apt. with large courtyard
and swimming pool. 4 blocks to the
beach. Gated private parking, laundry
room, quiet neighborhood. $1245. 1
year lease, no pets. (323) 350-3988.

2643 RIVERSIDE Terrace. Sunny up-
per unit with garden view. Great ac-
cess and original floor plan. One year
lease. Utilities included. $950. Call
Jack at (310) 396-4443 x 2002

2724 ABBOT Kinney Blvd., Unit 103.
MDR Adjacent. 2+2, fireplace, dish-
washer, stove, large private patio,
new paint & carpet in newer gated
building with gated, subterranean
parking, AC, quiet neighborhood,
laundry rm., 1 year lease, no pets.
$1395 (310) 578-9729.

30 HORIZON Ave., #3. Venice Beach
single, great location, just 1/2 block
from beach. 1 year lease, no pets,
$950. Available now. Call (310) 396-
4443 x 2002.

50 BREEZE Ave., #9, Venice sunny
1+1 one block from beach. Westerly
view. Hardwood floors, full kitchen.
Very charming, security building. 1
year lease, no pets. $1345.
(310) 396-4443 x 2002

605 SANTA Clara Ave. Quiet unit on
quiet street. Great location close to
Abbot Kinney and just six blocks to
the beach. Available mid-August, 1
year lease, no pets. $745. Open
house Thursday, August 11, 12:00-
1:00pm. Call (310) 396-4443 x 2002.

7010 LANEWOOD Ave. #204. Large
unit in a gated building located near
the In & Out Burger on Sunset. This is
a quiet building. The unit is freshly
painted and is very clean. 1 year
lease, No pets. No Smoking. $1025.
Call (323) 466-4700.

BEVERLY HILLS- 342 N. Oakhurst
Drive, Unit A. 1+1, upper bright unit.
Stove, fridge, carpets, dishwashers,
blinds, garage parking, no pets.
$1750/mo. (310) 578-7512.

BEAUTIFUL

MONTANA GARDENS

Room and Board
401 Montana Avenue
Your home away from home.

Daily meals, laundry, housekeep-
ing, utilities, and cable. Various
Apartment sizes. Seniors and all
ages welcome.

NOW AVAILABLE
Starting at $2,000/MO
(310) 245-9436

BEST

RENTALS

INC

ELLYy NEsis Co.
(310) 396-4443
ellynesis.com

ROQUE &
MARK Co.
2802 Santa Monica Bivd.

310-828-7525

SALES  RENTALS

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

RENTALS AVAILABLE
NO PETS ALLOWED

SANTA MONICA

1249 Lincoln  $895
Lower single, new carpet,
floors, & blinds, fresh paint,
near Wilshire

519 Hill St.  $1395
Upper 1 bed, utilities paid,
granite counters, near beach
& Main St.

1314 Euclid  $1700
Upper 2 bed, Pergo floors,
new blinds, fresh paint

711 9th St.  $1950
2 bed, 1 _ bath, north of
Montana new carpet &
kitchen linoleum

824 10th St.  $1950
Lower 2 bed, 1 _ bath, steps
to Montana, Open Sat/Sun

1047 2nd St. $2100
Lower 2 bed, 2 bath, dish-
washer, remodeled - many

upgrades

VENICE/PALMS

1135 Amorosa, Venice,
$1100
Lower 1 bed, hardwood
floors, fresh paint, street
park only

3653 Keystone, Palms,
$1500
Lower 3 bed, 2 bath, new
kitchen vinyl, fresh paint,
laundry room

FOR MORE LISTINGS GO TO

WWW.ROQUE-MARK.COM

FREE RENTAL Lists & No Fee
Rentals. Sullivan-Dituri Company.
2111 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica, CA
90403.

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
310-869-7901

Happy Apartment Hunting!

PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE
FOR COMPLETE LISTINGS AT:
www.howardmanagement.com

MAR VISTA $1395.00 2 bdrm/1 bath.
Short Term Lease Only; 6 mo. Maxi-

mum. Appliances, parking w/shared
garage, Sm. Yard, NO Pets. 3573
Centinela Ave., Rear unit

MAR VISTA $1495.00. 2 bdrms., 2
baths. Appliances, dishwasher, park-
ing, NO Pets. 12048 Culver Blvd.,
#205.

MAR VISTA 12450 Culver Blvd. 1+1.
Stove, fridge, carpets, blinds, laundry,
utilities included, gated parking, inter-
com entry, no pets. (888) 414-7778

MAR VISTA: Pacific, West of Centinela,
2bdrm/2bath. Upper, stove, blinds,
carpet, refrigerator, parking, laundry,
gated entry, no pets $1000/mo
(310) 456-5659

PALMS- 3346 S. Canfield Ave., Unit
205 and 207, 1bdrm/1bath. $900 and
up, $200 off move in. Stove, blinds,
fridge, carpet, laundry, intercom en-
try, no pets (310) 578-7512.

SANTA MONICA $1075. 1 bdrm/1
bath. Appliances, Parking, NO Pets.
2535 Kansas Ave., #203.

SANTA MONICA $1095/mo.
Studio/1bath. SM Canyon, walk to
beach and SM stairs. Laundry.
(310) 395-RENT  www.westsideren-
tals.com

SANTA MONICA $1150/mo.
1bdrm/1bath. No pets, refrigerator,
dishwasher, patio, pool, new carpets,
parking. (310) 395-RENT www.west-
siderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1195/mo.
1bdrm/1bath. Small cottage style
building. Dishwasher, patio, carpets,
large closets. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1250/mo.
1bdrm/1bath. 9 blocks to beach!
Stove, laundry, garden. Pet OK.
(310) 395-RENT  www.westsideren-
tals.com

SANTA MONICA $1450/mo.
2bdrm/1bath. Cat ok. Hardwood
floors, large closets, laundry, parking.
(310) 395-RENT  www.westsideren-
tals.com

SANTA MONICA $1600/mo.
2bdrm/2bath. Lovely courtyard setting
with a deck, stove, carpets, laundry.
(310) 395-RENT  www.westsideren-
tals.com

SANTA MONICA $1800/mo.
2bdrm/2bath  Contemporary apart-
ment with Ocean View! Dishwasher,
new carpets, parking. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1995/mo.
3bdrm/2bath plus living and dining
room. Central AC. Parking, laundry.
(310) 395-RENT  www.westsideren-
tals.com

SANTA MONICA $2600/mo.
3bdrm/2.5bath. 1 block from Monta-
na. Dishwasher, fireplace, large clos-
ets, pool. (310) 395-RENT www.west-
siderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $900/mo.
Bachelor/1bath. Across from beach.
Refrigerator, parking, stove, pool. Util-
ities  included.  (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA Senior Bldg 4 blks
to beach $525/mo 2 BR/2 BA
shared by 2 seniors, 62yrs+, sec
bldg, Call (323) 650-7988, M-F,
9-5

SANTA MONICA, 1245 10th St. #11.
2+1, large upper unit. Stove, carpet,
blinds, laundry, parking. No pets,
$1650. $200 off move-in (310) 393-
6322

SANTA MONICA: 1453 3rd St. 1BD/
1BA $1,800 Live on the Promenade

with ocean views, Hardwood floors,
ceramic tile, washer/dryer (310) 916-
8580

VENICE- 2+1, 16 Outrigger, Unit B.
Stove, carpet, blinds, laundry, 2 park-
ing spaces, small dog or cat with de-
posit. $1875, $200 off move-in
(310) 578-7512.

WEST HOLLYWOOD: Vista St., South
of SM Blvd. 1bdrm/1bath, upper, bal-
cony, A/C, carpet, blinds, stove, re-
frigerator, secure parking. No pets.
$850/mo (310) 456-5659

WESTWOOD 2+1, 619 1/2 Midvale
Ave. Upper, stove, fridge, dishwasher,
carpet, blinds, big patio, parking
space, no pets. $2200/mo. (310) 578-
7512

WLA $1500/MO. Large 2 bedroom
lower, on Barrington, near National.
Very spacious, large closets, hard-
wood floors, gas stove, 2 door refrig-
erator, closed garage with storage,
large patio area. Well maintained,
charming, older building. In good WLA

area. Information, call owner
(310) 828-4481 or (310)993-0414
after 6pm.

Houses For Rent

2447 31ST Street. Cute Sunset Park
house. Very cozy, lots of charm and
close to everything. Call now because
it will go fast! One year lease. Will
consider pets. $3300. Call (310) 877-
3074

679 SAN Juan Ave. Very charming
Venice house. Historic craftsman style
home close to the beach and com-
mercial centers. Custom wood floors,
master bedroom suite, charming gar-
den and decks. Lots of personality.
$2950. One year lease. Call 396-4443
x 2002

HOUSE/ DUPLEX for rent. 2bdrm +
den + 1.5bath.  Stove, refrigerator,
laundry room w/ washer and dryer,
garage with seperate driveway, hard-
wood floors, new windows. MDR ad-
jacent, quiet area near shops, movies,
park, freeway. $1995/mo (310) 305-
8160.

$1500. CHARMING, unique, one
bedroom space, on residential sec-
tion of Montana Ave. Wood floors,
fireplace, kitchen, air conditioning,
full bath and lovely private patio. Ex-
cellent for artisan, writer, computer,
composer. 22nd and Montana in
SM. (310) 395-1767.

Christina
S. Porter
Vice President

1,164 sf of creative office. Newly remodeled. Turn Key.

Roll up door. Phone system, furniture included. $3.00pkg

(310) 806-6104 cporterenaicapital.com

310-440-8500 x.104

CREATIVE OFFICES For Lease

Prime Santa Monica area, near beach,
restaurants and 3rd Street. The three
offices may be leased together -or-
individually.

Call Dannielle Hernandez to view at
(310) 393-3993 ext. 218.

SANTA MONICA 1452 2nd Street. Very

charming building, small offices. Be-
tween $700/mo & $1200/mo. In-
cludes utilities & cleaning. (310) 614-
6462

VENICE BEACH, great office space lo-
cated 1 block from beach and 1/2
block from Windward Ave. Approx
1800 sq.ft. Concrete floors, exposed-
beamed ceilings, entrance with clear
doughlas fir details, French doors and
patio area with Bamboo. Available
Now for Month-to-Month lease.

$5300/mo. (310) 396-4443x2006.

Real Estate

(brent@pwrhteam.com)

Thomas

(thomas@pwrhteam.com)

(310) 482-2015

Call us for any of your Real Estate needs.
‘We can make

- THEPOWERHOUSETEAM

First Time Buyers

Why rent when
you can own?

Stop paying rent!

1-888-465-4534
ID# 1051

www.matillarealty.com

WWW.RENTTOOWNHOMES.BIZ

BEL Air Condo $710,000. 5% down.
No Qualifying.

2bdrm/2bath + loft. 1800 sq.ft.
(888) 255-9999 X 1050

Massage

BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal your
body, mind, spirit. Therapeutic,
Swedish, Deep-tissue. Energy balanc-
ing. Strictly non-sexual. Introductory
specials from $50.00/1hr. Lynda,
L.M.T. (310) 749-0621

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737 ‘

PROFESSIONAL
THAI MASSAGE

Study with Marika
Experienced Thai Massage
Therapist, Healer & Yoga Teacher.
Learn in this 6 Day course. The
skills and the techniques to give
a 90 minute Thai Massage.

CONTACT MARIKA (310) 455-1035
OR YOGINIPOWER@HOTMAIL.COM

SPORTS r‘r‘ﬂﬁﬂuf 3235

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong and ten-
der relaxing body work by mature Eu-
ropen. Very Professional, Sonja
(310) 397-0433.

HEALING & REJUVENATING
Removes Pain and Tightness
by the Ocean in S.M.,
then a walk on the beach
(310) 930-5884
www.nydoo.com/massage

Announcements
Business Opps
AN INCREDIBLE opportunity. Learn to
earn 5-10k/per week from home. P/T.

Not MLM. Will Train. 1-800-831-
2317.

HOST FAMILIES NEEDED
for international students arriving
Jul/Aug. SM, WLA & other areas.
COMPENSATION PROVIDED.
310-469-1906

Yard Sales

COME SEE Great Prices. Men’s, Wom-
en’s, Children’s clothing, Toys, House-
hold items. Saturday, 8/6, 9-4; Sun-
day 8/7, 9-3. 3102 3rd St. at Marine,
SM.

HUGE MOVING SALE!!

Saturday, August 6, 9am - 4pm

1212 GRANT ST. (S. of Pico, E. of Lin-
coln) tons of great stuffl -no early-
birds.

DETOXIFY BY aqua chi and foot re-
flexology. For appointment call
(818) 445-7516. Moradi  Studio,
4th St. and Santa Monica Blvd.
(310) 260-3906.

Lost & Found

FOUND: MTN. Bike wheel on July 24th

at Sullivan. Call Alan (310) 396-6548.

Talk to a Model 24hrs.
310-786-8400
818-264-1906
213-259-1902
949-722-2222

$10-17 for 15 min.

ATM/CC/Checks by phone

www.USLove.com

‘ Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737

h

.

Rob’s Organic Carpet Care

~._ Cleaning your home with safe, non-toxic products

Santa Monica 310-729-2931
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A/C CONSTRUCTION

General Construction
Commercial & Residential
Remodel & Add ons
Honest ¢ Reliable
FREE ESTIMATES
— Sabbath Observed—

[ =]
310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

GILBERT PLUMBING

& '

=
L :.Fn-'.ﬁ-,‘ i
Affordable plumbing and drains!
Toilets, waterheaters, main-sewers,
specialized in re-piping.
HYDRO-JETTING 3000 PSI
AMEX - VISA - MASTERCARD
(310) 676-5397 (310) 676-5398

Chiropractic &
Acupuncture

(310] 260-8608

HEADSHOTS
310-866-6693

Cleaning

Thorough (‘le'muw

(ompetm\e ates
Dependable Personalized Service
, (Jleat References

HOUSECLEANING SPECIAL
\vi STARTING AT 599

Aury Bonilla (323) 605-7197

OSCAR'S

TOWNCAR SERVICE
e

$35@ FLAT RATE TO LAX

FROM SANTA MONICA

$30@ VENICE TO LAX
$2 5@ MARINA DEL REY

ALL MAJOR CREDIT
CARDS ACCEPTED

ALL YOUR TRANSPORTATION NEEDS

(818) 926-6434

DIAMOND RED PAINTING
AND HANDYMAN SERVICE

A professional painting contractor
License #809274

(818) 420-9565 (Pager)
(818) 415-5189 (Cell)

AQUARIUM
Hours:
Tuesday-Friday 2:00-6:00pm
Weekends 12:30-6:00pm

LOCATED BEACH LEVEL AT THE SANTA
MONICA PIER BELOW THE CAROUSEL

(310) 393-6149
www.healthebay.org/smpa

PAINTING

Top quality A&A

Custom, Interior
and Exterior

Free quote,
call Jeff Arrieta
(310) 560-9864

METICULOUS PAINTING

& DRYWALL

Interior & Exterior  FREE Estimates
References Available.
10 YEARS EXPERIENGE

Gall Joe: 447-8957

BEST MOVERS

No job too small
2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR

Fully insured. We make it EZ.
Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193 (310) 300-9194

4SEASONS
ROOF!NG

ROOFING - REPAIRS
“ OWEST RESIDENTIAL
RATES IN SO. CALIF"”

310-317-9595 or.

310-779-5265 cen

Mester Carpet Cleaner
Shampoo Carpet o Stripper & Wax
Buffing Marble & Granite

Fast Dry Guaranteed

" Tel: 310-349-0222
Cell: 310-600-4339

Ask For Hani
24 Hrs/T Days A Week

‘STOP

GETTING RIPPED OFF
ON YOUR PAIRS

OFFER A WIDE RANGE 0F REPAIRS

AND FREE ESTIMATES

GONSTRUGTION

1
818-9154292
k LICENSE #456569 )

Please call:

Toi | Tases [
24 hours a day

1 Days per Week in Santa Monica

All Mercedes Taxi Service!

10% off meter
with mention of Ad

828-2233

1-877-33-FIX-IT

i

ol mark. reech maesl

Comarsy # ey B Drobiz @ Drpegd
Faumbag & ieches | Bt @ Dokl @ Plsnd)
Wz

Eu’ o
 soices [ Servioes |

Tired of
counting calories?
Let us do it for you.

fatilin.com

Free 30 day trial.
Enter code dailypress

www.fatburn.com

WESTSIDE GUYS

Full Service Handymen

CARPENTRY ELEC., PAINT, ETC. ..
TERMITE AND DRY ROT REPAIR
ROOF REPAIR AND WATER DAMAGE

BOB 35/HR (31[]& 266-6348
CALEB 25/HR (310) 409-3244

The Level Goes On
Before The Spike Goes In

Romero Rain Gutters

Seamless Aluminum Gutters

Custom Made Color Match
Your Home or Building

(310) 408-5900 or (310) 534-3075
Repairs ¢ Cleaning

Copper Galvanized
Free Estimate

Ask for Jose Romero
Lic. #834699

When | whisper
my dog doesn’t
listen.

Learn to listen to your dog,
not whisper.

Life of Riley Dog Training
(310) 581-5152
www.rileydogtraining.com

WE

0

MAKE PRINTING
AWALKIN THE PARK.

POSITIVE EXISTENCE PRINTING EXPERTS
a;l' 210-989-9444 « WWW.PEPRINTING.COM

(1.877.333.4948)

www.HandymanOnDemand.com

—

8

ONE HOUR Alterations, hemming,
jeans, pants, skirts, etc. Made by pro-
fessional Call Michael (310) 980-2674

Computer Services

CERTIFIED MAC Tech. Repair/ Sup-
port/ Consulting/ Tutoring. (310)
980-9254, macninjas@mac.com

Mpood a

COMPUTER

Herd'-'

1CLEENT

woered LANEdS

Home or Business

16 Years in Service
any Gomputer Probiem
—

l--r\.--ﬂ .

(800)*231=5164"

COMPUTER HELP: Your Office or
Home. Computer Tune-Up. Microsoft
Word, Excel, Powerpoint, Quickbooks
POS. Internet Navigation. Software In-
stallation. Virus removal. (310) 207-
3366 (310) 801-6845

YOUR AD

COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT

(310) 458-7737




Page 20 Q Friday, August 5, 2005 0 Santa Monica Daily Press

B |

PEOPLE IN THE NEWS

By The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Melissa Etheridge is jumping back
into recording and performing after spending much of
the last year fighting breast cancer.

The 44-year-old rocker has appearances booked for
October, when her greatest hits collection “The Road
Less Traveled” is due for release.

“I would say I’'m 97 percent back now,” Etheridge
told AP Radio in an interview. “It is very hard. ...
Chemotherapy is so hard on a person. And I would say
I’'m fully recovered, yeah.”

Etheridge took to the stage with a shaved head but
strong voice at the Grammy Awards in February for a
Janis Joplin tribute — and received a standing ovation.

In an interview Wednesday with syndicated TV show
“Extra,” Etheridge said she and actress Tammy Lynn
Michaels, who held a commitment ceremony in
September 2003, are considering having a baby.

Etheridge shares custody of a daughter and a son with
former partner Julie Cypher, who had the children
through artificial insemination using a sperm donation
from rocker David Crosby.

“We won’t be using my friend,” the singer told
“Extra.” “David has been there and done that.”

Etheridge won a 1992 Grammy for best female rock
vocal performance for “Ain’t It Heavy” and a 1994
Grammy in the same category for “Come to My
Window.”

NEW YORK — Jerry Seinfeld and Paul Simon will per-
form together for one night only to raise money for
research into autism.

The concert will be held Sept. 24 at the Kodak
Theatre in Los Angeles, hosted by Tom Brokaw of NBC
News. It will benefit Autism Speaks, a not-for-profit
organization launched earlier this year by NBC

Universal boss Bob Wright and his wife, Suzanne.

“I became aware of autism through some friends who
are dealing with it and it is heartbreaking,” Seinfeld said
in a statement Wednesday. “I wanted to do something to
help address this problem and decided to do a show to
raise funds for research.”

Tickets will be available beginning Aug. 15. Prices
start at $100.

NEW YORK — Michael Pena, Maggie Gyllenhaal and
Maria Bello have been added to the cast of Oliver
Stone’s upcoming film about the Sept. 11, 2001, terror
attacks on the World Trade Center.

The movie, also starring Nicolas Cage, will be based
on the story of two Port Authority police officers who
became trapped during rescue efforts after the collapse
of the twin towers.

Pena will portray Officer William J. Jimeno and
Gyllenhaal will play his wife, Allison. Cage will play
Sgt. John McLoughlin. McLoughlin’s wife, Donna, will
be played by Bello, Paramount Pictures announced
recently.

McLoughlin and Jimeno are said to be the last two
men rescued.

“I was really impressed when I met Will — the police
motto, ‘protect and serve,” really means something to
him,” Pena said in a statement. “All he ever wanted to
do is be a cop — it’s one thing to read that on the page,
but another thing to hear him say it.”

The movie, expected to be released next year, is not
yet titled.

Pena’s film credits include “Million Dollar Baby”
and “Crash.”

LOS ANGELES — Mark Zupan, the most recognizable
star of “Murderball,” says he’s embracing the fame
brought by the documentary.

Rock solid: Etheridge on the mend and on stage

“Well, when you get recognized walking down the
street, it gets really kind of strange,” Zupan, with shaved
head, goatee and tattoos, recently told AP Television
News. “I’'m still the same person.”

“I just take the time and when people say, "Oh!
Loved the movie. I don’t want to take your time,’ I say,
"No, take time. I want to hear what you think. I want to
hear what you like. I want to hear why you’re curious."’

“Murderball,” now in theaters, is the story of quadri-
plegic athletes on the U.S. wheelchair rugby team.
Wheelchair rugby — or “murderball” — is an intense,
hard-nosed sport where players bash wheelchairs and
flip each other while trying to carry the ball across the
goal line in a gymnasium.

Zupan estimates that he’s been interviewed more
than 400 times this year, including an appearance on
NBC’s “Tonight Show.”

Directors Henry Alex Rubin and Dana Adam Shapiro
filmed consistently over three years, and the documentary
has drawn rave reviews, in part, for its raw intimacy.

NEW YORK — What’s your favorite summer song
from the 60s, ‘70s or ‘80s?

A random telephone poll of 1,000 adults by VHI
Classic had more men picking the Rolling Stones’ 1965
ode to sexual frustration, “(I Can’t Get No)
Satisfaction,” than any other tune.

Women went for “I Got You Babe,” Sonny & Cher’s
portrait of domestic bliss — at least until their divorce.
That was also from 1965.

Others in the top five were The Police’s song about
an obsessive boyfriend, “Every Breath You Take,” from
1983; the Doors’ “Light My Fire” from 1967; and, from
the Commodores in 1978, “Three Times a Lady.”

VHI1 Classic presents music videos, concerts and
music specials featuring rock, soul and pop artists from
the ‘60s, “70s and ‘80s.

/ SP(IIl'I'S GRILL

Next door to 14/Below

Available for Private Parties
Lunch Time Delivery Available
1333 Santa Monica Blvd.

[ Corner of 14th and Santa
Monica Blvd. ]
(310) 899-0076

YOUR SM HEADQUARTERS
FOR DODGERS AND
ANGELS BASEBALL.

A DRAFT OF YOUR CHOICE,
HOT DOG, AND FRIES

$6.50

DURING ALL DODGER AND ANGELS GAMES

'SUB SANDWICH

Buy one at regular price & get :
the 2nd of equal or lesser vaIue

- FREE

Limit 1 special per customer. Expires 08/31/05

Available for private parties

14

Corner of 14™ and Santa Monica Blvd.
(310) 451-5040 www.14below.com

Uncoming
Headliners

Happy Hour

MON-FRI, 5-7PM
HALF PRICE DRINKS AND APPETIZERS

FRIDAY, AUGUST 5, 2005
Joshua Tree

Sticky Fingers

(A Tribute to The Rolling Stones)

SATURDAY, AUGUST 6, 2005
Below Radar

SUNDAY, AUGUST 7, 2005 1\
Cubensis

(A Tribute to The Grateful Dead)

For Band Booking Info Call (310) 360-9635

Since 1993

—
<
—

(A Tribute to U2)

JOal Ul

R DRUMSTICKS

40% OFF

GUITAR STRINGS

2 FOR 1

SANTA MONICA MUSIC CENTER
1901 SANTA MONICA BLVD., (at 19TH St.)

(310) 453-1928 Y31




