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Key witness takes the stand in Voting Rights lawsuit

KATE CAGLE
Daily Press Staff Writer

The woman suing the City to
change to district elections after
losing her bids for the City
Council and College Board took
the stand Thursday in a trial that

will determine the future of Santa
Monica’s democracy. Attorneys
from both sides grilled her for
two-and-a-half hours before the
court took a break for lunch.
When they returned, Maria Loya
returned to the witness stand,
closed her eyes and took a deep

Corporate donations are new
test for Democratic candidates

LISA LERER

Associated Press

When an audience member at a
town hall asked California Sen.
Kamala Harris earlier this year to
reject corporate donations, her
answer was decidedly non-commit-
tal. “Well, that depends,” she said.

“Wrong answer,” the questioner
responded, shrugging his shoulders.

Harris wouldn't be wrong

twice: Less than a month later, she
reversed herself, telling the hosts of
a morning radio show that she'd
no longer accept checks from cor-
porate political action committees.

“Money has now really tipped the
balance between an individual hav-
ing equal power in an election to a
corporation,” Harris said on “The
Breakfast Club,” a program on a New

SEE DONATIONS PAGE 11

breath.

Loya’s 2004 campaign for the
City Council is one of seven elec-
tions her team of lawyers say were
racially polarized. In that election,
Bobby Shriver swept the city-wide
race, winning the most votes in
every single neighborhood except

for hers, the Pico Neighborhood.
“I'm proud to say I won every
precinct in the Pico Neighborhood,”
Loya said. “It felt gratifying. It felt
good but at the time it was sad
because (my voters) were really
excited about the possibility of hav-
ing a strong voice on the Council

and, although I won every precinct,
it wasn’t enough.”

Loya’s lawyers say her case gives
important context to Judge Yvette
Palazuelos, who has the ultimate
say in whether Santa Monica’s cur-

SEE WITNESS PAGE 5

Groups driven to get their kicks with
historical designation of Route 66

Courtesy photo

Mel’s Diner celebrates it's destination as the end point of Route 66.

ANGEL CARRERAS
Daily Press Staff Writer

A stone's throw away from the smiling
Penguin atop Mel’s Diner is a piece of unnoticed
history— the endpoint (technically) of Route
66. This Friday, August 3, Mel’s will host a party-
like celebration of the famous route with local
and state groups in an attempt to educate and
inspire people to sign a petition to bring a

Courtesy photo
Pacific Park hosted its 14th Annual PALpalooza event with over 450 kids
on the Santa Monica Pier on Tuesday, July 31. More than 15 California
Police Activities League (CalPAL) chapters, from Santa Barbara to
Victorville, joined the Santa Monica Police Activities League (PAL) to
receive a free, fun-filled back-to-school treat featuring exciting rides, mid-
way games and meals from the Park’s oceanfront food court.
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National Historic Trail designation for Route 66.

Currently, the route is protected under The
National Park Service Route 66 Corridor
Preservation Program, a program which provides
preservation planning, research, and educational
Initiatives among many more services. However,
the program must be renewed every few years,
currently set to terminate next year. A permanent
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NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING
) BEFORE THE SANTA MONICA CITY COUNCIL
SUBJECT: Introduction and First Reading of an Ordinance to Repeal and Replace

Santa Monica Municipal Code Chapter 9.32 Telecommunications Facilities

A public hearing will be held by the City Council to introduce for first reading an ordinance
to repeal and replace Santa Monica Municipal Code Chapter 9.32 - Telecommunications
Facilities.

The City’s regulations governing telecommunications facilities, codified in the Municipal
Code as Chapter 9.32, are now outdated. Since 1994 when these regulations were last
holistically updated most of the regulated equipment has become obsolete and use of cel-
lular technology has proliferated. In addition, new laws and regulations have been prom-
ulgated by the State and Federal governments requiring the City to amend its local laws
to be in compliance with these directives.

DATE/TIME:  TUESDAY, AUGUST 14, 2018, AT 6:30 p.m.

LOCATION: City Council Chambers, Second Floor, Santa Monica City Hall
1685 Main Street, Santa Monica, California

HOW TO COMMENT

The City of Santa Monica encourages public comment. You may comment at the City
Council public hearing, or by writing a letter. Written information will be given to the City
Council at the meeting.
Address your letters to: City Clerk

Re: Telecommunications Ordinance Update
1685 Main Street, Room 102

Santa Monica, CA 90401

Or email to councilmtgitems@smgov.net

MORE INFORMATION
If you want more information about this ordinance, please contact Scott Albright at (310)
458-8341, or by e-mail at scott.albright@smgov.net.

The meeting facility is wheelchair accessible. For disability-related accommodations,
please contact (310) 458-8341 or (310) 458-8696 TTY at least 72 hours in advance.
Every attempt will be made to provide the requested accommodation. All written materi-
als are available in alternate format upon request. Santa Monica Big Blue Bus Lines num-
bered 1, 2, 3, Rapid 3, 7, 8, 9, Rapid 10, and 18 serve City Hall and the Civic Center
area. The Expo Line terminus is located at Colorado Avenue and Fourth Street, and is a
short walk to City Hall. Public parking is available in front of City Hall, on Olympic Drive,
and in the Civic Center Parking Structure (validation free).

Pursuant to California Government Code Section 65009(b), if this matter is subsequent-
ly challenged in Court, the challenge may be limited to only those issues raised at the pub-
lic hearing described in this notice, or in written correspondence delivered to the City of
Santa Monica at, or prior to, the public hearing.

ESPANOL

Esto es una noticia de una audiencia publica para revisar applicaciénes proponiendo
desarrollo en Santa Monica. Si deseas mas informacién, favor de llamar a Carmen
Gutierrez en la Divisiéon de Planificacién al nimero (310) 458-8341.
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CITY OF SANTA MONICA
REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS

ia nta Monica’

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City of Santa Monica invites sealed Statement of
Qualifications for

RFQ: # 183 TRANSPORTATION PLANNING AND ENGINEERING
DESIGN SERVICES

e Submission Deadline is September 5, 2018 at 5:00 PM Pacific Time.

Statement of Qualifications must include forms furnished by the City of Santa Monica.
Request for Qualifications may be obtained on the CITY’S ONLINE VENDOR PORTAL. The
website for this Request for Qualifications and related documents is: Planet Bids or
http://vendors.planetbids.com/SantaMonica/bidsearch4.cfm. There is no charge for the
RFQ package.
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1760 Ocean Avenue | Santa Monica, CA 90401

310.393.6711
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Healthy Lunches for Seniors!

WIS E

WISE & Healthy Aging offers a
weekday lunch program for Santa

Monica residents age 60 and older.

Your trusted community source for
a nutritious meal.

For information call:

(310) 394-9871

Registration Required!

Locations: Ken Edwards Center & Reed Park in Santa Monica

What's Up

Westside

OUT AND ABOUT IN SANTA MONICA

Friday, Auqust 3

Karin Kano Exhibition

Karin Kano, Japanese author illustra-
tor and painter now living in Los
Angeles. Exhibition of original,
beloved works. August 3(Fri) - 5(Sun),
Fri / Sat 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. Sunday until
4 p.m. Free. At Blue7Gallery, 3129
Pico Boulevard Santa Monica, CA
90405 TEL (310) 449-1444

Free screening of
“Embrace of the Serpent”
This week, Mind Over Movies screens
“Embrace of the Serpent,” a psyche-
delic pseudo-documentary on the
Amazon River, which was the first
Colombian feature nominated for an
Academy Award. Film subtitled and
in black and white. Screening fol-
lowed by roundtable discussion and
audience Q&A. The Christian
Institute, 1308 Second Street. 6:30
p.m. For more information, visit face-
book.com/MindOverMoviesLA.

Saturday, August 4

Downtown Walking Tour
Discover downtown Santa Monica's
architectural gems, history and cul-
ture with our team of highly-rated
docents. From Art Deco to Victorian
and Romanesque Revival, you'll
explore the various styles that fill the
streets of our city. Every Saturday at
10 a.m. $5 members / $10 general
public. 1436  Second  Street.
info@smconservancy.org, (310) 496-
3146http://www.smconservancy.org/
events-programs/downtown-walking-
tours/

Musical Story Time

Enjoy a musical story time with
books, puppets, instruments and
songs! Ages 2-5. Main Library, 601
Santa Monica Blvd. 11 - 11:30 a.m.

Paws to Read

Practice your reading skills by read-
ing to a trained therapy dog from
Paws 4 Healing. Signup in advance
for a 15-minute period starting June
18. Call 310-458-8682 or visit the

branch to reserve your spot. June 28
to August 4. Ages 5-10. Montana
Avenue Branch Library, 1704
Montana Ave, 2 - 3 p.m.

Ocean Park Book Group:
Stoner by John Williams
A Monthly Meeting of the Ocean Park
Book Group. Meets the 1st Saturday
of the Month. Open to All. No
Registration Required. This month,
the group discusses Stoner by John
Williams. Ocean Park Branch Library,
2601 Main St, 11 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Sunday, August 5

Jazz on the Lawn

The Jazz on the Lawn summer con-
cert series returns for its 13th season
in August. The community is invited
to grab friends, family and dancing
shoes for free concerts in the park. A
sampling of genres curated through
the jazz lens, free dance lessons,
intermission performances, and some
of the area’s finest food trucks will be
presented in Gandara Park (formerly
Stewart Street Park). 5 -7 p.m.

A Watercolor Journey
with Timothy Kitz

Timothy will share tips about both
medium and technique while going
through weekly demo exercises to
hone your compositional vision, prin-
ciples of color values, color mixing
and brush work. $35 cash drop-in
(please bring exact change). 10 a.m. -
1 p.m. 1450 Ocean.

Guest House
Free tours begin at 11 a.m., 12 p.m.
and 1 p.m. No reservations needed.
Annenberg Community Beach
House, 415 PCH.

Monday, August 6

Architectural Review
Board Meeting

The Santa Monica Architectural
Review Board normally meets on the
first and third Monday of every
month in the City Council Chamber.
City Hall, 1685 Main St. 7 p.m.

For help submitting an event, contact us at 310-458-7737 or submit to events@smdp.com
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
District representation
Editor:

In addition to a concern for representation of Latinx from the Pico neighborhood the
fact of direct and connected representation on Santa Monica City Council from every
neighborhood would make for a City more concerned about the quality of life for resi-
dents as opposed to business and tourism.

Think truly affordable housing vs. Mc Mansion and luxury apartments. Beat- walking or
bike- riding cops in our neighborhoods vs. multiple police cruisers for each auto robbery
or Pier incident. Think clean sidewalks with signage that advocates walking vs. scooting.

Think about a group of people with easy access to their representative on the council
and a council made up of people who actually understand the needs of the neighborhood
they live in and cooperate to bring solutions to

Improve living in Santa Monica for all of us.

Santa Wonica Dailp Wress

Visit us online at www.smdp.com

Killeen Pilon

Santa Monica

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

LOS ANGELES
Los Angeles store where employee died in gunbattie reopens

A Los Angeles grocery store where a manager was accidentally killed by police dur-
ing a gunbattle with a suspect has reopened

The Trader Joe's market in LA's Silver Lake neighborhood opened its doors Thursday
with a sign telling customers, “We missed you.”

Employee Melyda Corado was killed July 21 as police traded gunfire with a suspect
who then took hostages inside the store.

Police say Gene Atkins shot his grandmother and kidnapped his girlfriend before lead-
ing officers on a chase that ended with a crash outside the store.

Trader Joe's executive Ben Myers says it's a bittersweet day, with continuing heart-
break over the tragedy but recognition that moving forward is important.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

LOS ANGELES . .
Man charged in Los Angeles church vandalism

A 58-year-old man has pleaded not quilty to vandalizing and starting fires inside a Los
Angeles Catholic church.

Russel Congleton was charged Wednesday with counts of arson, vandalism and com-
mercial burglary.

Congleton is accused of breaking into St. Charles Borromeo Church in North
Hollywood on July 25.

If convicted, he faces up to eight years and eight months in prison.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

LOS ANGELES
Man gets prison in abuse of baby daughter who later died

A Los Angeles County judge has sentenced a man to 24 years in state prison for abus-
ing his 5-week-old daughter who later died from the injuries.

Twenty-five-year-old Matthew Wojcik was sentenced Wednesday. He pleaded no con-
test in June to three counts of child abuse.

Prosecutors say Wojcik and the baby's mother, Elizabeth Carter, were living in
Burbank when their daughter, Violet, was taken to a hospital in October 2012.

The baby had broken bones and head injuries, and died a few weeks later after she was
taken off life support.

The mother pleaded no contest in 2014 to felony child endangerment and was sen-
tenced to four years of probation.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

LOS ANGELES
USC Annenberg suspends use of Moonves' name on media center

The USC Annenberg School for Communication and Journalism will temporarily sus-
pend the use of the media center's name: The Julie Chen/Leslie Moonves and CBS Media
Center.

In a statement Wednesday, Dean Willow Bay says, “In recognition of the sensitivities
surrounding recent allegations against Mr. Moonves, he and Ms. Chen have requested
that USC Annenberg temporarily suspend use of the media center's name until the inves-
tigation concludes.”

In an article last week in The New Yorker, six women alleged sexual harassment or
misconduct by the CBS Corp. CEO between the 1980s and late 2000s.

Moonves acknowledged making advances that may have made women uncomfortable
but said he never misused his position to harm or hinder anyone's career.

The state-of-the-art media center's name was changed in 2015 after a pledged qift
from CBS, University of Southern California alumna Chen and her husband, Moonves.

Moonves' alma mater, Bucknell University, has also removed some references to him
on its website.

ASSOCIATED PRESS
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SANTA MONICA

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
SANTA MONICA ARCHITECTURAL
REVIEW BOARD MEETING

Santa Monica’

DATE/TIME: August 6, 2018, 7:00 p.m.
LOCATION: Council Chambers, (wheelchair accessible)

Santa Monica City Hall, 1685 Main Street
PROPERTIES:
° 16ARB-0561: 332 Pico Boulevard: Service Station
° 18ARB-0117: 1705 Ocean Avenue: Mixed-Use
° 18ARB-0118: 1755 Ocean Avenue: Mixed-Use

PRELIMINARY REVIEW(S):

e 1707 Cloverfield Boulevard (Development Review Application No. 17ENT-0297).
Preliminary review of a proposed Tier 2, five-story mixed use building comprised of approx-
imately 940 SF of ground floor retail and 63 residential dwelling units above two levels of
parking (one at-grade level and one subterranean level) located within the BTV (Bergamot
Transit Village) District. The existing “Extra Space Storage” facility will remain on the
western portion of the site.

e 216-234 Pico Boulevard (Development Review Application No. 18ENT-0005).
Preliminary review of a proposed Tier 2, three-story, 36-foot high mixed use building com-
prised of approximately 10,803 SF of ground floor retail and 105 residential dwelling
units above two levels of subterranean parking garage located within the MUBL (Mixed
Use Boulevard Low) District.

e 1447 Lincoln Boulevard (Administrative Approval Application No. 18ENT-0048).
Preliminary review of a proposed addition of approximately 3,700 SF to the ground floor
courtyard/open space area of an existing four-story mixed use building located within the
LT (Lincoln Transition) District of the Downtown Community Plan.

More information is available on-line at https://www.smgov.net/Departments/PCD/Boards-
Commissions/Architectural-Review-Board/ or at (310) 458-8341 (en espanol tambien).
Plans may be reviewed at City Hall during business hours. Comments are invited at the
hearing or in writing (FAX 310-458-3380, e-mail rathar.duong@smgov.net, or mail Santa
Monica City Planning Division, 1685 Main St., Rm. 212, Santa Monica, CA 90401). The
meeting facility is wheelchair accessible. For disability-related accommodations, please
contact 310-458-8701 or TTY 310-450-8696 a minimum of 72 hours in advance. All
written materials are available in alternate format upon request. Santa Monica “Big Blue”
Bus Lines #1, #2, #3, Rapid 3, #7, #8, #9, Rapid #10, and #18 service City Hall and
the Civic Center area. The Expo Line terminus is at Colorado Avenue and Fourth Street, a
short walk to City Hall. Public parking is available in front of City Hall, on Olympic Drive
and in the Civic Center Parking Structure (validation free).

YOUR OPINION MATTERS! SEND YOUR LETTERS TO e Santa Monica Daily Press e Attn.
Editor: ® 1640 5th Street, Suite 218 ¢ Santa Monica, CA 90401 e letters@smdp.com




@‘

P,

City of
Santa Monica’

CITY OF SANTA MONICA
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City of Santa Monica invites sealed proposals for
RFP: #186 CITY OF SANTA MONICA COMMUNITY CLASSES AND CAMPS
e Submission Deadline is August 16, 2018, at 5:00 PM Pacific Time.

Proposals must include forms furnished by the City of Santa Monica. Request for Proposals may
be obtained on the CITY’S ONLINE VENDOR PORTAL. The website for this Request for Proposals
and related documents is: Planet Bids or http://vendors.planetbids.com/SantaMonica/bid-

search4.cfm. There is no charge for the RFP package.
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Laughing

Matters

% Jack Neworth

Send comments to editor@smdp.com

A Jewish Smokey Bear,
| Wasn't (Part 1)

CURRENTLY, THERE ARE EIGHTEEN BRUSH
and forest fires raging in California. By far
the worst is the Ferguson fire in Redding
where at least eight have died (including two
fire fighters) and four residents are missing.
The inferno, ignited by a spark from a towed
vehicle, has destroyed over 113,000 acres,
1,000 homes and severely damaged 200 oth-
ers and is already the 6th worst fire in
California history.

The arson-caused Cranston fire in
Idyllwild, the small mountain community
above Palm Springs, has destroyed seven
homes and 13,118 acres but thankfully there
were no fatalities. With historic “extreme
heat” on four continents and record rains in
the Northeast, the planet looks like Al Gore's
Inconvenient Truth right before our eyes.

I lived in Idyllwild for five years and still
have friends there. One is Connie who lives
in a trailer in Mt. Center, which she had to
hurriedly evacuate. Upon her return, she's
been told there may be no electricity for a
month. Grateful her trailer didn't go up in
smoke, she jokes that, until power is
restored, she's going to be “glamping,” (lux-
ury camping) i.e. eating a lot of sandwiches.

During my Idyllwild days I worked for
the U.S. Forest Service and worked on a few
forest fires. It's exhausting, even in your 20's.
It's also dangerous as fire fighters heroically
risk injury and even death.

On a brighter note, I'll share a hopefully
amusing personal story from many years ago
about a potentially huge forest fire I thought I
spotted. Summoning my inner Smokey Bear, I
felt 1, alone, was going to prevent the entire
forest from being destroyed. But, as you'll see,
I, alone, almost did exactly the opposite.

It was in August, just like now. I had
recently been “promoted” to garbage truck
driver. You may wonder why a college gradu-
ate, law school dropout, loved driving a huge
two ton garbage truck for U.S.ES. Simple.
When you were in garbage collection you
were your own boss. (Which also meant
some of us smoked a little pot on occasion.)

To get the promotion I fibbed (okay, lied)
claiming experience driving trucks. A Jewish
kid from W. Los Angeles, I had none. In fact,
I had great difficulty just backing up this huge
vehicle. So, after hours, I used to sneak back to
the Forest Service parking lot to practice. You
had to rely solely on the exterior rear view
mirrors because the window in the cab
looked directly into the truck bed. Soon, how-
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ever, I mastered the truck and was very proud
of myself. (Obviously, it didn't take much.)

The truck was a brand new Forest Service
green, two ton, 10-speed International
Harvester, with a bed that could be raised
and lowered with from inside the cab. This
meant getting rid of the garbage at the coun-
ty dump required merely swinging open the
back doors and, with a flip of the switch, the
garbage went bye-bye.

Meanwhile, because of the heat and
drought, the threat of a major forest fire was
so extreme, the entire Forest Service was “on
alert” This also mandated that the radio in
my truck was temporarily given to extra fire
patrol technicians. On this particular day, I
drove merrily up a dirt road (yes, a little
stoned) to pick up the garbage from a
remote campground. It didn't occur to me
that, sans radio, if there was an emergency, I
had no way to reach headquarters.

This changed drastically when, further up
the road, I suddenly smelled a smoldering
fire. Eyes nervously peeled, I drove very
slowly as the smell kept getting stronger.
Around each corner I thought I was going to
see a wall of flames. Finally, I decided to get
out on foot and inspect where the fire could
be coming from.

As I hurriedly exited the truck, to my
adrenaline-laced horror, I immediately got
my answer. The entire truck bed was
engulfed in a huge blaze. Aerosol cans were
exploding like hand grenades and flames
were shooting toward low-hanging tree
branches. (Talk about a buzz kill!)

Here I thought I was tracking down a for-
est fire and all along I was the forest fire! The
flames were seen in Riverside 50 miles away
and within minutes, like a giant military
operation, every plane, helicopter and fire
truck in the district would be speeding my
way. (Suffice it to say, Smokey would have
been very unhappy with me.)

So what did yours truly, city boy, do to
prevent flying embers from setting the entire
forest ablaze? Unfortunately, dear readers,
since I just hit my 800 word limit, you'll have
to check next Friday for Part 2. Going out on
a limb (pun intended) I'm confident you'll
find the conclusion entertaining. That said,
at the time, I definitely didn't.

JACK is at facebook.com/jackneworth,
twitter.com/jackneworth and
jackdailypress@aol.com
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OPINIONS EXPRESSED are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters to the Editor can be submitted to letters@smdp.com. Receipt of a letter does not guarantee
publication and all content is published at the discretion of the paper. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content. All submissions must include the author's name, address and phone number for the purposes of verification.
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Rising liberal Democrat star on
West Coast fundraising swing

Associated Press

New York congressional candidate
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez — a rising liberal
star who is challenging the Democratic Party
establishment — was scheduled to appear
Thursday in Los Angeles as part of West
Coast fundraising swing.

The 28-year-old startled the party when
she defeated 10-term U.S. Rep. Joe Crowley
in a New York City Democratic primary.

The surprise victory by the political
novice and community organizer in a dis-
trict that includes parts of the Bronx and
Queens came after a low-budget campaign
that she built around liberal and social
causes, not the traditional Democratic
Party machine. Crowley had been expected
to win easily.

Her trip to California comes at a time
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rent system should be upended. In current
races, candidates must campaign through-
out the entire city. The 2001 California
Voting Rights Act allows minorities to argue
for district elections if they can show racial-
ly-polarized voting.

In 2004, Loya faced a difficult election
season, with more than a dozen candi-
dates, some who had lived in the city for
decades. To make competition even
tougher, Shriver proved to be a juggernaut,
as his uncle, US Senator Ted Kennedy,
made phone calls to residents and mother
Eunice Kennedy Shriver knocked on
doors. Shriver swept the election, earning
16 percent of the vote.

Still, a political newcomer, Loya earned
an endorsement from Santa Monicans for
Renter Rights and came in seventh overall.
Loya had only moved to Santa Monica four
years earlier, but immediately became active
in civic life. It’s how she met her husband,
Oscar de la Torre, who currently serves on
the School Board. They brought the suit on
behalf of the Pico Neighborhood
Association to improve an area of the city
they say has a history of neglect.

“One thing I learned...is that raising
issues of discrimination and neglect...was
not welcome,” Loya said. “To be accepted by
city leaders, even by the majority of the resi-
dents that I talked to, I had to keep quiet on
that. I had to keep a low profile on raising
concerns and issues.”

Loya’s lawyers, including famous civil
rights attorney Milton Grimes, paint a
bleak picture of the Pico Neighborhood,
arguing minority residents have historically
been ignored, showing photos of a burned-
out home near Loya’s apartment. Loya says
she worries about Methane gas from
Gandara Park, the site of a former landfill.
Grimes points to the construction of
Interstate 10 in the 1950’s, which divided
the neighborhood and displaced thousands
of minority families.

Attorneys for the City from Gibson,
Dunn and Crutcher, LLP, counter with dif-
ferent pictures, mostly of the recently revi-
talized Virginia Avenue Park. Loya and de la
Torre both attended a ribbon cutting for
the park in 2014. The construction of the
Pico library branch there cost more than
$10 million.

“There are a lot of vibrant things about
your community, are there not?” Gibson,
Dunn attorney Michele Maryott asked Loya.

“I love my community;” Loya confirmed.

when the state's Democratic Party has been
contending with friction between its estab-
lishment and liberal wings.

Crowley represents New York's 14th
Congressional District.

Ocasio-Cortez was outspent by an 18-1
margin during her race. But won the
endorsement of influential groups on the
party's left wing, including MoveOn, as well
as the actress Cynthia Nixon, who is running
for governor. She defeated Crowley by 15
percentage points.

Her platform includes expanding the
Medicare program to people of all ages and
abolishing Immigrations and Customs
Enforcement.

Tickets for the Los Angeles event at a
downtown theater are $27, with $10 entry
for students, according to an invitation post-
ed on Facebook.

The City is defending the at-large elec-
tion system instituted in 1947. Ballot meas-
ures to go to districts have been rejected
twice by Santa Monica voters. The City
Council has also rejected a proposal to
change to districts. Because the majority of
Latinos live outside the Pico neighborhood,
the city argues a change to district elections
would actually hurt their chance of electing
their preferred candidates. Latinos make up
13.6 percent of Santa Monica.

Both sides agree this case will come down
to the testimony of demographers and stat-
isticians like David Ely, the founder of
Compass Demographics, who has drawn
districts in other CVRA cases brought by the
same team of lawyers. Ely also took the stand
Thursday to review data on voter preference
in past elections.

Ely said his research shows the median
household income for Latinos in Santa
Monica is about $49,000 a year, where white
families make about $88,000 a year.

“I think the data about the income is rel-
evant to this case because what I'm evaluat-
ing here is the different communities and
how they are able to participate in the polit-
ical process,” Ely said. Loya’s lawyers argue
at-large elections in Santa Monica are too
expensive for Latino candidates.

Judge Palazuelos leaned toward her
computer screen during Ely’s testimony,
actively taking notes and asking questions
about his data. His maps showed Pico
Neighborhood residents earn less money,
are less likely to have college degrees and
are mostly minority.

“Are whites the majority in the Pico
neighborhood?” Grimes asked.

“No,” Ely replied.

“Why do you say that?” asked Grimes.

“My calculations show it’s roughly 40
percent or less throughout the Pico neigh-
borhood,” Ely said. “They may be a plurality,
but they are certainly not a majority.”

Ely testified candidates who live north
of Montana Avenue have a fifty percent
success rate in at-large elections for City
Council. For those who live between
Wilshire and Pico Boulevard, the success
rate is only 4.8 percent.

“The area of Pico to Wilshire is dramati-
cally underrepresented,” Ely said.

In response, Ely recommends creating a
Pico district roughly bordered by Pico
Boulevard to the South, Lincoln Boulevard
to the west, Broadway to the north and the
city limits to the East. That district would be
34 percent Latino, 40 percent white, 12 per-
cent black and 12 percent Asian.

kate@smdp.com
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS
BEFORE THE CITY OF SANTA MONICA
LANDMARKS COMMISSION

City of
Santa Monica

SUBJECT Public hearings will be held by the Landmarks Commission on the following:

1659 Ocean Front Walk, 17ENT-0158. Zoning: R3 (Medium Density Residential) district,
Beach Overlay. The City Landmarks Commission will be conducting a public hearing to
consider a Certificate of Appropriateness for exterior facade improvements including but
not limited to the replacement of existing (non-original) windows and modifications to the
existing (non-original) building colors. The subject multi-unit residential building is known
as the Purser Apartments, a designated City Landmark. Applicant/Owner: 1659 Ocean
Front in Santa Monica, LLC.

1124 7th Street, 18ENT-0064. Zoning: R2 (Low Density Residential) District. The City
Landmarks Commission will be conducting a public hearing to consider Landmark
Designation application 18ENT-0064 for the property located at 1124 7th Street to deter-
mine whether the one-story, early twentieth-century residence, in whole or in part, should
be designated as a City Landmark and, if so designated, whether an associated Landmark
Parcel should be defined and described in order to preserve, maintain, protect, or safe-
guard the Landmark. The Landmarks Commission will consider the application based on
whether the application, research and public testimony presented demonstrates that the
building meets one or more of the required criteria for Landmark designation pursuant to
SMMC Section 9.56.100(A). The Commission reviewed the proposed Landmark designa-
tion at the July 9, 2018 Landmarks Commission meeting and continued the item to allow
for additional research based on Commission comments. Applicant/Owner: Jonathan
Collier, 7th Street Investments, LLC.

1527 17th Street, 18ENT-0134. Zoning: R2 (Low Density Residential) District. The City
Landmarks Commission will be conducting a public hearing to consider Landmark
Designation application 18ENT-0134 for the property located at 1527 17th Street to
determine whether the one-story bungalow located at the front of the property, in whole or
in part, should be designated as a City Landmark and, if so designated, whether an asso-
ciated Landmark Parcel should be defined and described in order to preserve, maintain,
protect, or safeguard the Landmark. The Landmarks Commission will consider the appli-
cation based on whether the application, research and public testimony presented demon-
strates that the building meets one or more of the required criteria for Landmark designa-
tion pursuant to SMMC Section 9.56.100(A). Applicant/Owner: Susan Parsons.

When:
Where:

Monday, August 13, 2018 at 7:00 pm

City Council Chambers,
City Hall, Room 213
1685 Main Street, Santa Monica

Questions/Comments

The City of Santa Monica encourages public comment on this and other projects at the
Public Hearing, or by writing a letter addressed to Steve Mizokami, Senior Planner, City
Planning Division, 1685 Main Street, Room 212, Santa Monica, California, 90401, by
phone (310) 458-8341, or by email at steve.mizokami@smgov.net.

More Information

The meeting facility is wheelchair accessible. For disability-related accommodation
requests, please contact (310) 458-8431 or TTY (310) 458-8696 at least three days prior
to the event. All written materials are available in alternate format upon request. Santa
Monica Big Blue Bus Lines 1, 2, 3, Rapid 3, 7, 8, 9, 10 and 18 serve City Hall and the
Civic Center area. The Expo Line terminus is located at Colorado Avenue and Fourth
Street, a short walk to City Hall. Public parking is available in front of City Hall, on
Olympic Drive and in the Civic Center Parking Structure (free validation).

Espanol

Este es un aviso de una audiencia publica para considerar la designacién de una
propiedad en la ciudad como un monumento histérico. Para mas informacién, favor de
Ilamar a Carmen Gutierrez en la Division de Planificacion al nimero (310) 458-8341.

SEE NEWS HAPPENING OR HAVE SOMETHING TO REPORT?
dp.com  Santa Monica Daily Press CALL US ToDAY (310) 458-7737
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Celebration

Friday-Sunday, Aug. 3-5

Come see our hew look!
* 30% off 6 or more beer, wine, or spirits sale*
» Samples/In-store specials
e Live music 12-3pm & 4-7 pm
 And more!

*Mix and Match all 750 ml or larger wine and spirits, and 16.9 oz or larger beer bottles.
Includes regular and sale priced items. While supplies last—no rain checks. Gelson’s
reserves the right to limit quantity.

Gelson’s Century City
10250 Santa Monica Blvd, Los Angeles 90067 | (310) 277-4288
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$50 or more*

$10 off
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*Offer valid at all Gelson’s locations. Excludes pharmacy,
tobacco, gift cards, and postage stamps. Cannot be used
with any other offer. Limit one coupon per customer per day.
No cash back. No reproductions accepted; coupon must be
surrendered when tendered.

Expires:8/5/2018 PLU #8731
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designation would essentially operate as the
current program, but perhaps bring more to
the route and surrounding communities.

To raise awareness of the designation
efforts, the National Trust for Historic
Preservation is going on a road trip through-
out the entirety of Route 66, stopping in vari-
ous towns and cities, it’s last stop ending at the
end of the route, At Mel’s in Santa Monica.

“The designation status would bring
many things,” Andy Grable, Associate
Director of Public Affairs for the National
Trust for Historic Preservation, said.
“National Awareness, being recognized by
the government, and being in the national
park system. It would have the opportunity
to reach more people and increase the
chance for private and federal dollars to
come into these communities.”

The designation effort has support from
political world as well, with Grable saying a
bill has been passed by the House with
bipartisan support.

“[Route 66] signifies our culture on the
open road and the growth of American

economy. The cultural significance —
regardless of political preference — is recog-
nized. This campaign is bringing this to a
wider audience.”

Carol Lemlein, president of the Santa
Monica Conservancy, applauds the designa-
tion effort.

“Its apart of our cultural heritage,”
Lemlein said. She regards the route as a main
vein of Americana, an artery of travel
through big cities with its asphalt capillaries
stretching out into smaller communities.

She adds that people taking interstates as
opposed to the route are causing communi-
ties around the route to suffer, missing one-
of-a-kind, interesting natural views, archi-
tecture, and towns that look like they’re
from a bygone era.

“I think it represents a mode of travel of
our past,” she said. “The family road trip
certainly isn’t something that’s gone but
nowadays people are on the Interstate.
Back in the day people were interested in
the scenic byways. There’s still an opportu-
nity to do that on 66. If you take time to
stop and explore you can see some interest-
ing things.”

angel@smdp.com
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FINDING A NEW YOUR CHOICE
DENTIST IS TOUGH! $1 EXAM

(BUT WE MAKE IT EASY!!! INCLUDES
If you don’t like what we have to say we will FULL XRAYS

give you a copy of your x-rays at no chcrge
DENTAL CARE WITHOUT JUDGEMENT!
WE OFFER UNIQUE SERVICES TRY OUR NO OBLIGATION

*Nitrous Oxide provided as a courtesy *No interest payment plans
*Emergencies can be seen today $ 59 EXAM
*Our dentists and staff members are easy to talk to AND CLEANING

AND OF COURSE WE DO For New Patients
e Invisalign  ® Periodontist on Staff e Oral Surgeon on Staff INCLUDES FULL XRAYS

e Cosmetics and Implants  ® Zoom bleaching ¢ and more

SANTA MONICA FAMILY DENTISTRY | DR. ALAN RUBENSTEIN

1260 15th ST. SUITE #703 (310) 736-2589
WWW.ALANRUBENSTEINDDS.COM

2803 MAIN ST. SANTA MONICA, CA 90405

Bourget Flagstone Co. offers an E I F ‘ I RI ‘
exclusive collection of: ||
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Bourget Flagstone Co.
1810 Colorado Avenue =
Santa Monica, CA 90404
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SURF REPORT

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS
IN THIS SPACE TODAY!

callus today (310) 458-7737

smdp

“Santa Wotica Dailp Press
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SURF FORECASTS

FRIDAY - POOR TO FAIR - surr: 1-2 ft ankle to knee high occ. 3 ft

Small SSW swell. NW windswell up a touch.

SATURDAY - POOR TO FAIR - surr: 1-2 ft ankle to knee high occ. 3 ft

Small SSW swell. NW windswell continues.

WATER TEMP: 69.6°

EXPERIENCE BURN FITNESS

310.394.1300

.com

NEW CLASSES,
PERSONAL TRAINING,
NUTRITION, w» MORE!

WWW.

1233 3rd Street Promenade
Santa Monica

BURNFITNESS

DAILY POLICE LOG

The Santa Monica Police
Department Responded To 410
Calls For Service On August 1.

HERE IS A SAMPLING OF THOSE
CALLS CHOSEN BY THE
SANTA MONICA DAILY PRESS STAFF.

Suspicious person 2300 block 10th 12:03 a.m.
Disturbance 2700 block Neilson 12:43 a.m.
Vandalism 500 block Colorado 4:21 a.m.
Medical Aid 1100 block 3rd 5:40 a.m.
Petty theft 800 block Wilson 6:28 a.m.
Traffic Collision 200 block Arizona 6:32 a.m.
Fight 1100 block Lincoln 6:56 a.m.
Vandalism 1700 block Appian 7:12 a.m.
Grand theft 500 block Lincoln 8:26 a.m.
Burglary 100 block of Bay 8:49 a.m.
Encampment 2000 block Ocean 8:54 a.m.
Suspicious person Lincoln/Alta 9:22 a.m.
Hit and run 500 block 17th 9:27 a.m.
Burglary 1900 block Ocean 9:38 a.m.
Medical Emergency 1600 block Ocean
10:05 a.m.

Elder Abuse 1300 block Euclid 10:08 a.m.
Traffic Collision 300 block Olympic 10:08 a.m.
Robbery 9th/Olympic 10:19 a.m.

Battery 1200 block 2nd 10:29 a.m.
Stakeout 4th/Wilshire 10:33 a.m.

Hit and run 26th/Broadway 11:05 a.m.

72 Psych hold 2400 block 3rd 11:17 a.m.
Vandalism Ocean/Colorado 11:35 a.m.
Disturbance 2600 block Main 12:02 a.m.
Battery 3000 block Nebraska 12:19 a.m.

The Santa Monica Fire Department
Responded To 41 Calls For
Service On August 1.

HERE IS A SAMPLING OF THOSE
CALLS CHOSEN BY THE
SANTA MONICA DAILY PRESS STAFF.

Emergency Medical Service 2200 block
Colorado 12:29 a.m.

Alarm 400 block Santa Monica 12:53 a.m.
EMS 2nd/Santa Monica 2:04 a.m.

Alarm 200 block Santa Monica 4:25 a.m.
EMS 1100 block 3rd 5:41 a.m.

EMS 3300 block Ocean 5:54 a.m.

EMS 21st/Navy 7:28 a.m.

EMS 300 block Civic 7:50 a.m.

EMS 1400 block Wilshire 9:06 a.m.

EMS 1600 block Ocean 10:04 a.m.

EMS 900 block 3rd 11:09 a.m.

Petty theft 700 block Broadway 12:29 a.m.
Death Investigation 2700 block Neilson
13:37 p.m.

lllegal Weapon 1600 block Ocean 12:46 p.m.
Civil dispute 1100 block 6th 1:13 p.m.
Suspicious person 2500 block Main 1:43 p.m.
Vandalism 1400 block Lincoln 1:55 p.m.
Person down 11th/Colorado 3:36 p.m.
Petty theft 00 block Bay 4:14 p.m.
Burglary 1400 block 18th 4:24 p.m.
Suspicious person 1500 block California
4:36 p.m.

Lewd Activity 300 block Santa Monica
4:43 p.m.

Domestic Moomat/Ocean 5:04 p.m.
Medical Emergency 400 block Santa
Monica 5:05p.m.

Child Endangerment Lincoln/Arizona 5:29 p.m.
Traffic Collision 17th/Broadway 5:45 p.m.
Battery 100 block Wilshire 5:57 p m
Sexual assault 1300 block Franklin 6:20 p.m.
Hit and run 1400 block 2nd 6;39 p.m.
Person down 1400 block 19th 6;56 p.m.
Missing Person 300 block Santa Monica
7:22 p.m.

Threats report 1400 block Olympic 7:26 p.m.
Disturbance 2800 block Pico 7:52 p.m.
Petty theft 2500 block 7th 7:58 p.m.

Hit and run Ocean/Olympic 8:37 p.m.
Robbery 1400 block Lincoln 9:07 p.m.
Domestic 1600 block Ocean 9:22 p.m.
Suspicious person 600 block 22nd 9:49 p.m.
Loitering 3rd/Bay 9:52 p.m.

Battery 300 block Santa Monica 10:45 p.m.
Person down 1800 block 19th 11:31 p.m.

DAILY FIRE LOG

EMS Lincoln/Ocean 12:22 a.m.

EMS 2700 block Neilson 12:30 p.m.
EMS 1700 block Franklin 12:33 p.m.
EMS 2500 block Santa Monica 1:54 p.m.
Alarm 3400 block 2:05 p.m.

Alarm 700 block Ocean 2:32 p.m.
EMS 11th/Colorado 3:36 p.m.

EMS Ocean /Arizona 4:28 p.m.
EMS 2300 block Montana 5:18 p.m.
EMA 2300 block Montana 5:42 p.m.
Traffic collision 4th/1-10 7:14 p.m.
EMS 1200 block 9th 7:20 p.m.

EMS 1100 block 7th 7:42 p.m.

EMS 1800 block Wilshire 8:38 p.m.
EMS 900 block Pico 9:14 p.m.

EMS 1600 block Ocean 9:25 p.m.
Alarm 1200 block 2nd 9:51 p.m.
EMS 100 block 11th 10:06 p.m.
Alarm 1200 block 2nd 10:37 p.m.
EMS 2400 block 23rd 11:09 p.m.
EMS 1100 block 3rd 11:1 p.m.
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DAILY LOTTERY

Draw Date: 8/1 Draw Date: 8/1

! 5 22 32 38 58 F.q:ﬂ.fﬂ,s:}l' 52101533
E-&%g&@ Power#: 26
= = Jackpot: 203M Draw Date: 8/1
MIDDAY: 417
Draw Date: 7/31 MY Draw Date: 8/1
+MEGA Ilwiglaiz“" 64 69 EVENING: 665
pal Jackpolt: 50M Draw Date: 8/1
1st: 03 Hot Shot
e W 2nd: 10 Solid Gold
TENF 3rd: 08 Gorgeous George
LOTTO Megt? RACE TIME: 1:44.04
. Jackpot: 20M

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the winning number information, mistakes can occur. In
the event of any discrepancies, California State laws and California Lottery regulations will prevail. Complete
game information and prize claiming instructions are available at California Lottery retailers. Visit the California
State Lottery web site at http://www.calottery.com

WORD UP!

nubilous

1. cloudy or foggy.
2. obscure or vaque; indefinite.

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY'S CROSSWORD
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SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S SUDOKU

Sudoku

Fill in the blank
cells using numbers
1 to 9. Each number
can appear only once
in each row, column,
and  3x3  block.
Use logic and process
of elimination to
solve the puzzle.
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WELL NEWS BY scoTT LAFEE

Best Medicine

B A woman, out for a walk,
notices a little old man rocking
in a chair on his porch.
Approaching him, she says "'l
can't help noticing how happy
you look. What's your secret for
a long, happy life?”

B The man replies: “l smoke
three packs of cigarettes a day. |
also drink a case of whiskey a
week, eat fatty foods and never
exercise.”

W “That's amazing!" exclaims the
woman. “How old are you?"

B “Twenty-six.”

Observation
W "Health food may be good for
the conscience, but Oreos taste a
hell of a lot better.”

—ACTOR ROBERT REDFORD

9 SPONSORED BY

MYSTERY REVEALED!

Sylvia Mendoza correctly identified the photo as part of the Santa Monica Pier sign. She wins
a prize from the Daily Press.

_ ROMANTIC LINES by Charles Slack
NGWSday Crossword Edited by S¥anle?/r§2Wrﬁgn

ACROSS
1 Send packing
6 Epitome of
simplicity
9 Small terrors
13 Irascible
14 Quid pro ___
15 Roadster from
Japan
17 Cutting edge
improver
18 Camp show
organizer
19 Big name in
juvenile book
collecting
20 Start of a
sentiment
23 Ink cartridge
color
26 Virtual industry
27 Tree of
Knowledge
locale
28 Rain-63 Across
link
29 Some
limited-edition art
30 Peter Pan pooch
31 Part 2 of
sentiment
33 Lee of the
Shakers
35 “That Yankee
Doodle boy”
36 What's beside
an end seat
40 Start of an
apology
42 Part 3 of
sentiment
45 Grapes of Wrath
character
48 Biggest nation in
América do Suf
50 Something hot
for a short time
51 Bullet point, e.g.
52 Isn’'ta
50 Across
53 Clubhouse
facilities
54 End of sentiment
57 Drapery fabric

www.stanxwords.com

58 Range of 9 Supermodel 38 Name related
understanding from Somalia to Bill
59 Take the lid off 10 Really long time 39 Is over
63 Seasonal fall 11 East Asian 41 With skill
64 Ocean State sch. shrine 42 Nuts-and-bolts
65 Authoritative 12 Name accessories
orders associated 43 Destination
66 |sabella’s “is” with ties of a southern
67 TV ad Wlth 16 Gladiator setting Finland ferry
Smokey Bear 21 Terrarium plant 44 “Absofutamente!”
68 Manhattan 22 Ingrid, in 45 Dagger grips
Project VIP Casablanca 46 Henry Il in
23 Fast Money airer The Lion in
DOWN 24 Fluctuate Winter
1 Biggest section greatly 47 Large
in dictionaries 25 Shape of an collections
2 Extend outward instep 49 Accumulate
3 Misspeak, say 29 See-through 53 Spint of myth
4 Class cutup sheet 55 App testing
5 Casting director 32 Brunch station stage
category order 56 Fashion fold
6 Descriptor for 34 Part of many 60 One for the
dolphins trade group road
7 Restricted names: Abbr. 61 Hotel lobby
urban way 37 Channel with convenience
8 “That will be paranormal 62 Measure of
quite enough!” programming inflation: Abbr.
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 |11 [12
13 14 15 16
17 18 i9
23
28
31
35 38 [39
a5
51
54 56
57 59 61 |62
63 65
66 68
CREATORS SYNDICATE © 2018 STANLEY NEWMAN STANXWORDS@AOL.COM 8/3/18
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TODAY'S BIRTHDAY (Aug. 3)

The pressure is on in these first weeks of your solar return, encouraging you to a new level of pro-
duction, savvy and power. You're too modest to admit it, but you're undeniably attractive. Hopefully,
you won't mind being pursued and cherished. Your soaring ambitions for 2019 will be matched by
your ability to realize them. Pisces and Cancer adore you. Your lucky numbers are: 4, 20, 3,1and 15.

ARIES (March 21-April 19)

If only you could clean your mental hard drive
as thoroughly as you clean your digital one.
Though bad memories are hard to overwrite,
it's not quite as hard to find a more empower-
ing way to frame them.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
Everything is moving so fast that it's already
time to educate yourself again. Internet class-

CANCER (June 22-July 22)

While the calculations point to the fact that
your life, and all life for that matter, is a math-
ematical miracle, you don't always experience
it as such. So it's wonderful when today, for a
moment, you feel the awe of being alive.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

There are those who are thoughtlessly agree-
able, easily led (and fooled) and generally with-
out the imagination to rebel. Lucky them! Life
is so complex for smart folks such as yourself.
You'll spend a good deal of time weighing your
options.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

Your best is good enough. Anyone who doesn't
think so is helping you figure out where to go next.
Head toward those who have the ability, experi-
ence and heart to really appreciate what you do.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-0ct. 23)

You're inclined to do what comes naturally, but
that course of action won't take you where you
want to go. So there's a choice to make. Don't
worry: With enough practice, the other way will
seem like second nature, too.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21)

Choose your topics of conversation carefully.
There are those who will be jealous of or

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

While you are wary of those who wear trendy
causes like designer shoes, you do admire
helpers, and you want to give, too. This is a
great time to look deeper into the needs of the
world. Where can you do the most good?

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

Because the purpose in your heart is to do
what's most beneficial for the people around
you, it is easy to make choices. The right deci-
sion will be obvious, and the right action
effortless.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

Love yourself even though you know that
you've fallen short in some way. Everyone has
and will again. Grace and mastery are a matter
of making quick corrections. No fuss. Move
back toward the light.

Appetite Moon
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York hip hop and R&B radio station.

Long considered a peripheral issue in
midterm elections, money in politics is
emerging as a new litmus test for
Democratic candidates. In ads, stump
speeches and debates, scores of politicians
are pledging to reject corporate PAC dona-
tions. Their ranks include a handful of
Democrats, including Harris, who are wide-
ly rumored to be exploring presidential bids:
New Jersey Sen. Cory Booker, New York Sen.
Kirsten Gillibrand and Massachusetts Sen.
Elizabeth Warren. Joining them is Vermont's
independent senator, Bernie Sanders.

In total, more than federal 170 candi-
dates have said they're not accepting corpo-
rate PAC donations, according to a tally by
the group End Citizens United, a political
action committee dedicated to campaign
finance reform.

The groundswell of opposition to corpo-
rate  PACs has developed quickly as
Democrats aim to tap into the anti-estab-
lishment sentiment that President Donald
Trump successfully harnessed in 2016. When
Rep. Ro Khanna, D-Calif., started the “NO
PAC Caucus” in July 2017, only two mem-
bers joined his cause — Rep. Beto O'Rourke,
who's now challenging Sen. Ted Cruz in
Texas, and Democratic Rep. Jared Polis, the
party's gubernatorial nominee in Colorado.

“There wasn't a lot of interest. I was told
it would unnecessarily ruffle feathers,” said
Khanna. “But now it has really caught peo-
ple's imagination across the country.”

The pledge may be more symbolic than
financial: In a world of dark money and
super PACs, corporate donations make up
only a small percentage of the total dollars

HELMETS
STARTING
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flooding into the political system.

“Corporate PACs making contributions
is not where the major campaign finance
action is these days,” said Rick Hasen, an
election law expert at the University of
California at Irvine. “If you asked me to
name the top 10 things wrong with cam-
paign finance, I'm not sure corporate PAC
money would be among them.”

Democrats have had a complicated rela-
tionship with corporate cash since Citizens
United, the controversial 2010 Supreme
Court ruling that cleared the way for the
flood of anonymous corporate dollars into
politics. While the party railed against the
ruling, most Democrats have continued to
court wealthy liberal donors and big busi-
ness.

But the 2016 presidential election showed
that voter frustration with influence of
money in politics may have become a pow-
erful force in politics. Trump tapped into
anger with a “rigged system,” as did Sanders,
who fueled a robust primary campaign
against Hillary Clinton while largely eschew-
ing big corporate dollars. While the two
Democratic presidential candidates largely
shared policies on regulating money in poli-
tics, advocates argue that Sanders' long-
standing policy of rejecting corporate dona-
tions helped him own the issue.

Nearly all Americans — 96 percent —
blamed money in politics as a cause for
some or a lot of the dysfunction in the U.S.
political system, according to a Washington
Post-University of Maryland poll conducted
last October.

The no-corporate PAC pledge is a fairly
cheap way for candidates to signal their
campaign finance bona fides, particularly
for challengers who tend to get less from
those groups. Corporate PACs are commit-
tees largely funded by individual employee

contributions — not the company itself —
and have a $5,000 per candidate, per election
limit.

Only a dozen candidates have rejected all
PAC money, according to End Citizens
United, meaning that the vast majority still
accept donations from leadership, labor
union and special interest group PACs. They
don't plan to return corporate contribution
or reject the support of super PACs, which
can raise and spend unlimited amounts to
help candidates.

In the second quarter of 2018, 32 of the
Democratic candidates taking the pledge
outraised their incumbent opponents,
according to End Citizens United.

“It's a smart political move,” says Trevor
Potter, a former Republican chairman of
the Federal Election Commission who has
criticized the Citizens United ruling.
“You're not giving up much by forswear-
ing PAC contributions and you are able to
make the political point that you are
opposed to the Washington influence buy-
ing system.”

For senators, corporate PACs make up a
relatively small amount of their total
fundraising. Harris, who won her first term
in 2016, has raised nearly $19.7 million.
Only about $900,000, or 4.59 percent, came
from PAC contributions, according to the
Center for Responsive Politics, a nonparti-
san research group.

Democrats argue that symbolism mat-
ters, particularly given their lack of legisla-
tive power in Washington. Rep. David
Cicilline, D-R.I., who announced last week
that he'd no longer accept corporate PAC
money, acknowledged that corporate dollars
don't make up a big part of his campaign
fundraising.

“I just have come to the realization over
time that as long as the Republicans are in

charge, they're not going to move forward
with any of the significant campaign finance
reform,” he said. “Maybe this is a small way,
on your own, to make a difference.”

The issue has gained traction in part due
to the work of organizations like End
Citizens United, a Democratic advocacy
group that formed in 2015. It's running $4
million in television ads attacking
Republican candidates in Montana and
Nevada for accepting corporate donations.
The group argues that every dollar matters
in close races: Democratic congressional
candidates typically lose about $20,000 in
donations and senators about a million dol-
lars, according to the group.

“But this isn't just about dollar
amounts,” says Tiffany Muller, the presi-
dent of End Citizens United. “This is
about taking action to show voters that
you're on their side.”

Republicans, too, see new opportunities
in the no-PAC push. On Monday, Cruz
attacked O'Rourke for accepting contribu-
tions collected by a political action commit-
tee that backs candidates who support a
two-state solution in the Israel-Palestinian
conflict.

“Rep. Robert 'Beto' O'Rourke travels all
over Texas claiming that PACs are corrupt,
and he's made his alleged rejection of PAC
influence a cornerstone of his campaign,”
said Cruz campaign spokeswoman Emily
Miller. “But now we know that O'Rourke's
actions have not matched his words.”

O'Rourke's campaign said the PAC did
not contribute directly to his campaign but
bundled hundreds of individual contribu-
tions. “What is important to know is that no
special interests, no political action commit-
tee, no corporation has the ability to pur-
chase influence or access,” he told reporters
at a town hall on Monday evening.
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