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Possibly illegal tenancy rules force council to rewrite
ballot measure for November election

SMDP Photo

HOUSING: Efforts to rewrite rules for renters in the city resulted in a ballot measure that would have exposed the city to significant threats of litigation.

MATTHEW HALL
Daily Press Editor

The City Council and the Rent Control
Board voted this week to pull back the most
contested piece of a ballot measure headed

for the November election, after city attorneys
warned the proposal was untested in court
and would likely invite a lawsuit.

Meeting jointly in a special session, the
two bodies voted to strip out language that
would have let additional household members

remain in a unit after the original tenant
moved out for any reason, and would have
expanded who qualifies to stay behind. In its
place, council members directed staff to draft
a narrower measure that would extend just-
cause eviction protections to single-family

homes and condominiums and bring owner
move-in rules for those units in line with
existing rent-control law — provisions city
officials said carry far less legal risk.

SEE COUNCIL PAGE 8
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CLEAN HEALTHY WATER

in your home or office

« Whole home water softeners

« Water filtration
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- Earth Friendly home water systems
« Reverse Osmosis drinking water

(removes pharmaceuticals, impurities)
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Helping families honor, remember, and celebrate life
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City of Santa Monica

WOODLAWN

1847 14th Street
Santa Monica, CA 90404

(310) 458-8717 (on-call - 24/7) ™=

www.woodlawnsm.com

CEMETERY & FULL SERVICE FUNERAL HOME

e Traditional Burial e Green Burial e Cremation e Pre-Need Planning

Since 1947, your local source for a complete
selection of Plumbing Supplies, Hardware

Supplies and Building Materials.
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Do you toss food once the
date on the label has passed?
Experts say that’s often a waste

If you've ever tossed out a carton of milk
or a container of yogurt solely because the

date on the packaging had passed, youre not [~

alone.

Many people throw away food simply
because of the date printed on the label. But
often it is still perfectly edible, according to
experts.

With no federal regulations requiring
standardized labels for dates on food except
for baby formula, its no surprise that
deciphering terms like “Best Before,” “Best
By,” “Best If Used By, “Enjoy By, and “Sell
By” can be mind-boggling.

What most people don’t realize is that those
labels are more about how fresh something is
— not how safe the food is to eat.

California is trying to bring some
clarity with a new law that requires food
manufacturers to use just two labels: one for
quality and another for safety.

Here are a few tips to help you understand
food date labels and keep perfectly good
food out of the trash even if you don’t live in
California.

MORE THAN 50 DIFFERENT DATE LABELS ARE
USED IN THE US

In the United States, more than 80% of
consumers discard food approaching the
package date label at least occasionally, a
2019 study by the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg
School of Public Health found.

“The date labels guarantee quality up until
that point,” said Donald Schaffner, a food
safety expert at Rutgers University. “They are
not about the safety of a product”

Food date labels vary state by state and
are determined by the food manufacturer.
Researchers from the University of Maryland
found that more than 50 different date labels
are used across the United States.

“They’re based on when the manufacturer
thinks that product will taste its best, when its
quality will be at its peak,” said Rachel Zemser,
a San Francisco Bay Area food scientist who
helps food companies design, launch and
market new food products.

FOOD PACKAGING HELPS DETERMINE HOW
LONG FOOD IS SAFE TO EAT

Unopened canned food like beans,
tomatoes, fruit, vegetables, and any shelf-
stable food package in liquid, will last for
years after the date stamped on its label. The
same goes for boxes of soy milk or boxes
of almond milk, or any food that’s been
heat-treated and sealed to stay safe without
refrigeration.

Dry goods, like cookies, crackers and
cereal, also have a long shelf life because the
low moisture in them doesn’t allow bacteria
to grow.

“People can use their best judgment by
smelling and tasting the product because
dry crackers and cookies, and things of that
nature, may be stale but they are not going to
make you sick if you eat them,” Zemser said.

But extra precautions should be taken
with beef, chicken or fish. They can go bad
even if it’s in your refrigerator, but wrapping
them tight in plastic and freezing it before the
“best by” date on its packaging could help it
last longer.

use their best
judgment by
smelling and
tasting the
product because
dry crackers and
cookies, and
things of that
nature, may be
stale but they are
not going to make
you sick if you eat
them

- Rachel Zemser

“Most bacteria needs moisture and air to
grow and thrive, so very dry products will
last, but I wouldn’t risk it with meat,” Zemser
said.

The FoodKeeper, a website and free app
developed by the Department of Agriculture,
Cornell University, and the Food Marketing
Institute, provides guidance on how long
foods stay fresh and safe to eat.

California is trying to clarify label
confusion

California became the first state in the U.S.
to standardize food labels by banning “sell
by” dates.

The law that went into effect July 1 requires
manufacturers selling food in California to
use two standardized labels: a “Best If Used
By” label for peak quality and a “Use By” label
for product safety. “Sell by” dates are used by
stores to ensure products are being displayed
for a reasonable amount of time before quality
declines, said Nate Rose, a spokesperson for
the California Grocers Association.

“Think of it like an internal referencing
system for store managers and employees,’
he said.

New York state lawmakers recently passed
a similar measure for labels that is awaiting
Gov. Kathy Hochul’s signature.

MOST LABELS ARE ABOUT FOOD QUALITY,
NOT SAFETY
The only product legally required by the

SEE ECONOMY PAGE 8
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Americans’ confidence in US
economy falls as Iran conflict
sends gas prices higher

Americans’ confidence in the economy
fell this month as gas prices resumed their
climb after the U.S. and Iran stepped up their
fighting.

The Conference Board said Tuesday that
its consumer confidence index fell to 90.8
in July from 92.2 in June. That’s essentially
the same tepid range its been in since the
beginning of the year. In late 2024 and early
2025 the readings were well above 100.

Consumer attitudes had improved
modestly in June as gas prices came down to
around $3.70 a gallon from more than $4.50
a gallon in late April and early May. But as
fighting in the Middle East escalated, the
average price for a gallon of gas in the U.S.
started to rise again. On Tuesday it was $4.10,
according to the auto club AAA.

After being attacked by the U.S. and Israel
in late February, Iran shut down the Strait of
Hormuz, through which about one-fifth of
the world’s oil travels, causing a spike in gas
prices. That accelerated inflation, causing
Americans’ inflation-adjusted incomes to
decline.

Americans remain soured on the economy
after five years of elevated inflation, potentially
posing a risk to President Donald Trump and
Republicans in the midterm elections, which
are now less than 100 days away.

Trump continues to blame inflation on
his predecessor, Democrat Joe Biden. Yet
inflation has risen since Trump’s inauguration
last year, to 3.5% from 3% in January 2025. It
jumped even further after the Iran war began
Feb. 28, when it was just 2.4%.

Write-in responses to the survey, which
were collected from July 1 to July 22, remained

USINesSS
in front of

the westside
community!

Contact
dina@smdp.com
(310) 573-8342

Today!

pessimistic. The Board said references to
gas prices were down slightly but remained
elevated. Respondents’ mention of food and
grocery prices increased.

Government data shows that buying food
to bring home has gotten 33% more expensive
since the beginning of 2019. To navigate
those higher prices, Americans have turned to
couponing, comparison shopping and cutting
back on favorite foods as they absorb the
biggest jump in grocery prices in a half-
century.

Beef epitomizes out-of-control grocery
prices for many Americans. The price of a
pound of ground beef reached $6.82 in June
— 79% more than at the beginning of 2019,
according to Bureau of Labor Statistics data.

References to jobs and unemployment
picked up slightly this month and views of the
current job market fell. Expectations of how
the labor market will be six months going
forward improved slightly, but remained in
negative territory.

U.S. employers slowed hiring last month
and added only 57,000 jobs, less than half the
previous month’s total. The unemployment
rate declined to a low 4.2% from 4.3% in May,
though the drop mostly occurred because
many people out of work gave up looking and
were no longer counted as unemployed.

The number of consumers who mentioned
war and geopolitics decreased this month,
but the Board suspects that recent escalation
in fighting between Iran and the U.S. could
cause those mentions to rise in the next
survey.

By MATT OTT AP Business Writer

AU 1epoll — WaTeR TEMP: 75.2

WEDNESDAY ‘SURF: 4-5ft

FAIR TO GOOD Chest to head

Pumping. SW/SSW S. Hemi swell peaks, SSE tropical swell from
Genevieve builds, still NW windswell. All sort of swell running and wind
looks favorable for the morning. Long period SW/SSW swell tops out,
SSE swell from Genevieve is on the rise all day, peaks late (LOTUS
timing looks behind). There may still be enough NW windswell to help
shape, too. Cleanest early. Expecting widespread head high surf. Good
spots are overhead off the blend and standouts of North LA push well
overhead.

SURF: 4-6ft
Chest to overhead

THURSDAY
FAIR TO GOOD

Genevieve swell holds solid, SPAC swell eases. Semi broken up shape

but NW windswell fades a bit. Expecting Genevieve swell to trend
more SSE/S through the day and hold. Even though NW windswell
will likely drop from the first half of the week, the SPAC swell is west
enough that the beachbreaks have some sections/corners on offer.
Genevieve ticking most of the boxes for good tropical swell. Head
high-overhead surf at decent breaks. Good spots are 2’ overhead and
standouts push well overhead.

B Weatter,

Wednesday: Patchy fog before 11lam. Otherwise, cloudy through

mid morning, then gradual clearing, with a high near 76.

Wednesday Night: Patchy fog after 1lpm. Otherwise, increasing

clouds, with a low around 66. Southwest wind 5 to 10 mph.

Thursday: Patchy fog before 11lam. Otherwise, mostly sunny,

with a high near 76.
Thursday Night: Mostly cloudy, with a low around 67.

Date Day Time (LST/LDT) Predicted (ft)High/Low
2026/07/29 Wed 04:28 AM -0.48 L
2026/07/29 Wed 10:53 AM 3.99 H
2026/07/29 Wed 3:34 PM 2.30 L
2026/07/29 Wed 9:45 PM 6.16 H
2026/07/30 Thu 04:55 AM -0.44 L
2026/07/30 Thu 118 AM 415 H
2026/07/30 Thu 4:10 PM 217 L
2026/07/30 Thu 10:17 PM 6.01 H
2026/07/31 Fri 05:22 AM -0.29 L
2026/07/31 Fri 1:44 AM 4.32 H
2026/07/31 Fri 4:50 PM 2.08 L
2026/07/31 Fri 10:51 PM 5.69 H
2026/08/01 Sat 05:47 AM -0.02 L

X Dy Loiteyy

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the winning number information, mistakes can occur. In
the event of any discrepancies, California State laws and California Lottery regulations will prevail. Complete game
information and prize claiming instructions are available at California Lottery retailers. Visit the California State Lottery

web site at http://www.calottery.com

Draw Date: 7/27
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@ Power#: 25
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Fa,nta‘é'if 5 Draw Date: 7/27
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0 Daily3 Drawbaw 2

Jackpot: 800 M

Draw Date: 7/27
Draw Date: 7/25

3272829 34
Mega#: 12
Jackpot: 41 M
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Race Time: 1:44.27

1st: 05 - California Classic
2nd: 08 - Gorgeous George
3rd: 09 - Winning Spirit
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Classifieds

FOR QUOTES PLEASE CALL 310-573-8074

CLASSIFICATIONS Pets
Announcements Boats

Creative Jewelry
Employment Wanted

For Sale Travel

Furniture Vacation Rentals

DBA

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT File
No. 2026141406. The following person(s) is (are)
doing business as: SNAKE BYTE STUDIO, 1017
OCEAN AVE APT G, SANTA MONICA, CA 90403,
County of Los Angeles. Registered Owner(s):
OUT OF EXILE, 1017 OCEAN AVE APT G, SANTA
MONICA, CA 90403. This business is conducted
by: a Corporation. The registrant commenced to
transact business under the fictitious business
name or names listed above on 05/2020. |
declare that all information in this statement is
true and correct. (A registrant who declares as
true any material matter pursuant to Section
17913 of the Business and Professions Code
that the registrant knows to be false is guilty
of a misdemeanor punishable by a fine not to
exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000)). /s/ CHRIS
BESSOUNIAN, CEO. This statement was filed
with the County Clerk of Los Angeles County
on 6/29/2026. NOTICE: This Fictitious Name
Statement expires five years from the date it
was filed in the office of the County Clerk. A new
Fictitious Business Name Statement must be filed
before that time. The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in this state of a
Fictitious Business Name in violation of the rights
of another under Federal, State, or Common
Law (See Section 14411 et seq., Business and
Professions Code). SANTA MONICA DAILY PRESS
Publish: 07/08/2026, 07/15/2026, 07/22/2026,
07/29/2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT File
No. 2026147054. The following person(s) is (are)
doing business as: JOANI STEWART INTERIORS,
4314 MARINA CITY DR. UNIT 722, Marina del Rey,
CA 90292, County of Los Angeles. Registered
Owner(s): MONTANA AVE. INTERIORS, INC.,
4314 MARINA CITY DR. UNIT 722, MARINA DEL
REY, CA 90292. This business is conducted by:
a Corporation. The registrant commenced to
transact business under the fictitious business
name or names listed above on 07/1995. |
declare that all information in this statement is
true and correct. (A registrant who declares as
true any material matter pursuant to Section
17913 of the Business and Professions Code
that the registrant knows to be false is guilty
of a misdemeanor punishable by a fine not to
exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000)). /s/ JOANI
STEWART, PRESIDENT. This statement was filed
with the County Clerk of Los Angeles County
on 07/07/2026. NOTICE: This Fictitious Name
Statement expires five years from the date it
was filed in the office of the County Clerk. A new
Fictitious Business Name Statement must be filed
before that time. The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in this state of a
Fictitious Business Name in violation of the rights
of another under Federal, State, or Common
Law (See Section 14411 et seq., Business and
Professions Code). SANTA MONICA DAILY PRESS
Publish: 07/15/2026, 07/22/2026, 07/29/2026,
08/05/2026

Apartments/Condos Real Estate Loans
Rent Storage Space
Houses for Rent Vehicles for Sale
Roommates Massage
Commercial Lease Services

Real Estate Computer Services

DBA

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 2026120355. The following
person(s) is (are) doing business as:
BAUTISTA MOBILE DETAIL, 2043 S BEDFORD
ST APT #1, LOS ANGELES, CA 90034, County
of Los Angeles. Registered Owner(s): FABIAN
U. BAUTISTA VASQUEZ, 2043 S BEDFORD ST
APT #1, LOS ANGELES, CA 90034. This
business is conducted by: an Individual. The
registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on 06/2026. | declare that all
information in this statement is true and
correct. (A registrant who declares as true
any material matter pursuant to Section
17913 of the Business and Professions Code
that the registrant knows to be false is
guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by a
fine not to exceed one thousand dollars
($1,000)). /s/ FABIAN U. BAUTISTA VASQUEZ,
OWNER. This statement was filed with the
County Clerk of Los Angeles County on
06/02/2026. NOTICE: This Fictitious Name
Statement expires five years from the date
it was filed in the office of the County Clerk.
A new Fictitious Business Name Statement
must be filed before that time. The filing of
this statement does not of itself authorize
the use in this state of a Fictitious Business
Name in violation of the rights of another
under Federal, State, or Common Law
(See Section 14411 et seq., Business and
Professions Code). SANTA MONICA DAILY
PRESS Publish: 07/08/2026, 07/15/2026,
07/22/2026, 07/29/2026

NOTICE OF HEARING TO
CONDUCT ENTERTAINMENT WITH
DANCE AND DANCE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT
APPLICATION HAS BEEN MADE TO THE
LOS ANGELES COUNTY BUSINESS LICENSE
COMMISSION TO CONDUCT ADDRESS
OF PREMISES: 4499 ADMILARLTY WAY
MARINA DEL REY, CA 90292 NAME OF
APPLICANT: THE WAREHOUSE RESTAURANT
DATE OF HEARING: 08/05/2026 TIME OF
HEARING: 09:15 A.M. "ANY PERSON HAVING
OBJECTIONS TO THE GRANTING OF THE
LICENSE MAY, AT ANY TIME PRIOR TO THE
ABOVE DATE, FILE WITH THE BUSINESS
LICENSE COMMISSION OBJECTIONS IN
WRITING GIVING REASONS THEREFOR, AND
MAY APPEAR AT THE TIME AND PLACE OF
THE HEARING AND BE HEARD RELATIVE

THERETO™

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSION:
BUSINESS LICENSE COMMISSION 500 W.
TEMPLE STREET, RM 374 LOS ANGELES, CA
90012 CN129459 Jul 29,30,31, 2026

or email legal@smdp.com

Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals

Psychic

Obituaries

Tutoring

Attorney Services
Business
Opportunities
Yard Sales

Health and Beauty
Fitness

DBA

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT File
No. 2026146425. The following person(s) is
(are) doing business as: MAISON D’ALIAH,
471 COLD CANYON ROAD, CALABASAS, CA
91302-2204, County of Los Angeles. Al#ON
B2025001767Z.  Registered  Owner(s):
INTERNAL DESIGN CONCEPTS INC., 471 COLD
CANYON ROAD, CALABASAS, CA 91302-2204.
This business is conducted by: a Corporation.
The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business name
or names listed above on N/A. | declare that
all information in this statement is true and
correct. (A registrant who declares as true
any material matter pursuant to Section 17913
of the Business and Professions Code that
the registrant knows to be false is guilty of
a misdemeanor punishable by a fine not to
exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000)). /s/
DAVID ABRAMS, PRESIDENT. This statement
was filed with the County Clerk of Los
Angeles County on 07/07/2026. NOTICE: This
Fictitious Name Statement expires five years
from the date it was filed in the office of the
County Clerk. A new Fictitious Business Name
Statement must be filed before that time.
The filing of this statement does not of itself
authorize the use in this state of a Fictitious
Business Name in violation of the rights of
another under Federal, State, or Common
Law (See Section 14411 et seq., Business and
Professions Code). SANTA MONICA DAILY
PRESS Publish: 07/15/2026, 07/22/2026,
07/29/2026, 08/05/2026

Name Change

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE OF
NAME Case No. 26NWCP00287. Superior
Court of California, County of Los Angeles,
12720 Norwalk Blvd, Norwalk CA 90650.
Petition of Josefa Villalba for Change of
Name. TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:
Petitioner Josefa Villalba filed a petition with
this court for a decree changing names as
follows: Josefa Villalba to Josefa Atencio. THE
COURT ORDERS that all persons interested
in this matter appear before this court at
the hearing indicated below to show cause,
if any, why the petition for change of name
should not be granted. NOTICE OF HEARING:
Date: 09/28/2026, Time: 8:30 AM, Dept: K.
The address of the court is same as noted
above. A copy of this Order to Show Cause
shall be published at least once each week
for four successive weeks prior to the date
set for hearing on the petition in the following
newspaper of general circulation, printed in
this county: SANTA MONICA DAILY PRESS.
Date: 07/28/2026. Lee W. Tsao, Judge of
the Superior Court. SANTA MONICA DAILY
PRESS Publish: 07/29/2026, 08/05/2026,
08/12/2026, 08/19/2026

HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY 9:00am - 5:00pm

LOCATION 2219A Main St Santa Monica, CA 90405

smdp.com

GUEST COMMENTARY

Send comments to editor@smdp.com

California cannot keep
rewarding utilities after
catastrophic wildfires

A group calling itself Wildfire Victims
First has been mailing Californians this
year and running ads, claiming to speak
for people like me.

It does not. It is a fake wildfire victims
group, funded by California’s three for-
profit electric monopolies.

| am an Eaton Fire survivor. My
organization, Every Fire Survivor’s
Network, represents more than 10,000
people. We are the real wildfire victims.

Eighteen months after the Eaton
Fire, 2 in 3 survivors remain displaced.
Retirement savings have been drained.
Credit cards are maxed out. More than
half of us are on the brink of losing our
temporary housing.

Rather than protect us, Gov. Gavin
Newsom is working on an 11th-hour utility
bailout behind closed doors — right now
— before the Legislature reconvenes in
August.

We have seen this before. We know
how it ends.

Last September, in the final two days
of the legislative session, Newsom and
legislative leaders gutted and amended
Senate Bill 254, stripping a bill meant to
protect wildfire survivors and replacing it
with a 231-page bill protecting California’s
electric utilities.

The rewrite came so late, the
Legislature had to extend its session to
meet the constitutional 72-hour review
requirement. Some legislators admitted
they didn’t know what they were voting
on. One observer told the Los Angeles
Times it was “effectively a bailout.”

That is not how democracy is supposed
to work.

The state said the electric utilities
needed protection or they’d go bankrupt.
The California Public Utilities Commission
approved a $11 billion rate increase, plus
nearly $1 billion in retroactive payments,
paid by California families to Southern
California Edison — whose equipment
was investigated as the probable source
of the Eaton Fire.

Two months later, Edison raised
its shareholder dividend for the 22nd
consecutive year, to nearly $1.3 billion.
Edison’s three largest institutional
shareholders are BlackRock, Vanguard
and State Street.

Thanks to the rate hikes, Edison’s
profits more than tripled in 2025, from

$1.3 billion to $4.5 billion. CEO Pedro
Pizarro’s pay soared 20% to $16.5 million.

This was not protection from
bankruptcy. It was a transfer of wealth
from hardworking Californians to Wall
Street. It happened the same year the
Eaton Fire killed 19 people and destroyed
the lives of tens of thousands more.

California’s legislators and Newsom
face a choice: protect the families who
lost everything or hold the corporations
responsible.

Anationwide coalitionrecentlauncheda
website, DearNewsom.org, and it includes
the NAACP, the National Day Laborer
Organizing Network, which represents 70
immigrant rights organizations, and Public
Citizen, a consumer advocacy group with
more than a million members.

In a letter, NAACP’s president and
CEO Derrick Johnson urged Newsom
to choose democracy over corporate
special interests, calling on the governor
to “stand with survivors, reject policies
that shield corporate misconduct and
ensure California leads the nation by
putting people before powerful interests.”

To put it simply: No more bailouts of the
electric monopolies negotiated behind
closed doors, before survivors have been
made whole.

If Newsom’s proposals are good for
California, make that case openly —
through the ordinary legislative process
— not in language inserted days before
the legislative session ends. Let California
be a model for America, not a model for
what happens when corporate power
outweighs democracy.

Newsom should apply the same basic
principle every parent teaches their
child, and which forms the basis of our
nation’s system of civil justice: You break
it, you fix it. Not: You break it, your victims
lose everything, and shareholders and
executives walk away even richer.

If the results of repeated catastrophic
failure are record profits, record executive
compensation and record shareholder
dividends, then catastrophic failure
is exactly what this system will keep
producing.

Joy Chen is the executive director of Every Fire
Survivor’'s Network and a former deputy mayor of Los
Angeles.
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https://www.latimes.com/business/story/2026-07-21/wildfire-survivors-angered-as-utility-funded-group-claims-to-represent-them
https://www.latimes.com/business/story/2026-07-21/wildfire-survivors-angered-as-utility-funded-group-claims-to-represent-them
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/6792c245599ed84703227b1e/t/69fb99d59526446388bdd51b/1778096597336/Department+of+Angels+Community+Voices+LA+Fire+Recovery+Report+_+Q1+April+2026.pdf
https://calmatters.org/commentary/2025/11/los-angeles-fire-ricardo-lara/
https://calmatters.org/commentary/2025/11/los-angeles-fire-ricardo-lara/
https://www.latimes.com/environment/story/2025-10-18/edison-benefits-from-fine-print-in-newsoms-last-minute-utility-legislation
https://www.cpuc.ca.gov/news-and-updates/all-news/cpuc-decision-in-edison-rate-case-prioritizes-affordability-safety-and-reliability
https://calmatters.org/economy/2026/01/southern-california-edison-eaton-fire-compensation/
https://calmatters.org/economy/2026/01/southern-california-edison-eaton-fire-compensation/
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20251211438367/en/Edison-International-Raises-Common-Stock-Dividend-6-22nd-Consecutive-Annual-Increase
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20251211438367/en/Edison-International-Raises-Common-Stock-Dividend-6-22nd-Consecutive-Annual-Increase
https://newsroom.edison.com/releases/edison-international-reports-fourth-quarter-and-full-year-2025-results
https://www.latimes.com/business/story/2026-03-18/edison-executive-pay-soars-despite-devastating-eaton-fire
https://calmatters.org/economy/2026/01/small-business-altadena-eaton-fire/
https://www.efsurvivors.net/dearnewsom
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‘Pretty sure he’s wet:’
Immigration agents used
racial slurs during LA sweeps,
court records show

Federal immigration agents used racial
slurs, including “wet” and “tonks,” to
identify people to target while sweeping
through Los Angeles last year, according
to text messages cited in a new court filing
asking a federal judge there to bar agents
from racial profiling.

Plaintiffs in the Vasquez Perdomo vs.
Noem case filed a motion for a preliminary
injunction on Monday, arguing that agents
had conducted an “ongoing campaign of
suspicionless and discriminatory detentive
stops” across the Central District of
California even after the high-profile street
raids of summer 2025 had ceased. As one
ICE agent admitted in a deposition, “We're
[still] doing the same thing [as “Operation at
Large”] just with a different name.”

The filing includes evidence from months
of discovery, including body camera footage
and depositions of agents, ordered by
U.S. District Judge Maame Ewusi-Mensah
Frimpong after the U.S. Supreme Court
stayed an earlier temporary restraining
order in the case last September.

Attorneys with the American Civil
Liberties Union, a coalition of advocacy
organizations and private attorneys argue
in the court filing that the new evidence
undercuts the government’s argument to
the Supreme Court that agents were relying
on specific intelligence about individuals
instead of race when deciding who to stop.

In bodycam footage, according to court
documents, a Border Patrol agent at the
Hollywood Home Depot says, “There was
a guy, I'm pretty sure he’s wet he was just
sitting in that minivan.”

In one text message cited in the filing, an
agent says, “Yeah, just plug us in wherever
you see some tonks and we’ll jump out” In
another message, an agent describes seeing
“tonks everywhere selling food”

“Tonks” is a derogatory term Border
Patrol agents have used, reportedly derived
from the sound a heavy item like a flashlight
makes on a migrant’s skull. In 2019, U.S.
Customs and Border Protection, the
parent agency for Border Patrol, issued
guidance explicitly stating “the term ‘tonk’
is not appropriate” due to its derogatory
connotation, according to emails and text
messages disclosed to HuffPost under the
Freedom of Information Act.

In one deposition an immigration agent
bluntly says that the suspicious appearance
they look for is “Older Hispanic male” In
their filing, plaintiffs’ attorneys argue that
immigration agents engaged in unlawful
practices by not developing “pre-stop
individualized, particularized assessment of
reasonable suspicion” of targets, but instead
used racial profiling to detain anyone they
believed to be low-income and Latino.
Such actions swept up U.S. citizens and
violated the Constitution’s prohibition on
unreasonable search and seizures.

Santa Wonica Daily Wress

The court filing made public Monday
reveals a May 2025 directive from
Immigration and Customs Enforcement
headquarters telling field officers to “turn
the creativity knob up to 11”7 and arrest
more “collaterals” That’s the agency’s term
for people who aren’t the original target of
an operation but who are encountered in
the process.

ACLU attorneys said the agents’ practices,
including racially profiling Latinos, were
condoned and directed from the top.

“This was not a rogue method of
operationalizing agency orders; it was
precisely what agency leadership desired,
the filing states.

Attorneys for the plaintiffs said ICE
doubled the ranks of its field teams, “thanks
in part to recruitment ads employing white
nationalist messaging.” The filing says some
plaintiffs and organizational members,
including those who are U.S. citizens, have
already been stopped more than once.

While the filing relies on communications
from agents’ cell phones, most agents
involved in the LA raids have yet to turn
over their devices.

Last month, during a contentious
hearing, Frimpong weighed whether to hold
the federal government in contempt for
failing to comply with a court order to turn
over agents’ cell phones.

The government said in court that of
1,400 Border Patrol agents involved in Los
Angeles operations last year, more than half
reported using their personal cell phones.

The federal government said that it
asked agents to upload any data from their
personal phone to a government repository,
a compromise created with its union
designed to limit any workplace grievances.
But only 88 agents volunteered to turn their
phones in for forensic imaging, and none of
them have been imaged yet.

Plaintiffs argued that the government
deserved sanctions by “straight-up saying
they will not comply with an order because
their employees might complain if they do.”

Progress on the government phones
hasn’t gone much faster. In court, lawyers
for the federal government revealed they
have only been imaging 3 government
phones every 2 weeks, without knowing
the exact number of government phones
but estimating around “200-300 still to go.”
That’s a rate that would take the government
close to four years to comply with the court’s
order.

“There’s enough to suggest that this is a
system-wide practice of identifying people
through racial slurs,” said Mayra Joachin, an
attorney with the ACLU.

CalMatters has reached out to the Department of
Homeland Security for comment. Sergio Olmos and
Wendy Fry, CalMatters Reporters
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Better Credit.
Better Life.

We are a top rated and fully bonded credit
repair consulting company. We are extremely
aggressive and also teach you how to maintain
good credit. After reviewing your credit report,
our Credit Consultants determine a customized
fee based on your situation.

5 stars on

yelp ’

Give Us A Call Today! (877) 212-2450
fixyourcreditconsulting.com


http://youtube.com/watch?v=6BuxaVdv7po&source_ve_path=MjM4NTE&embeds_referring_euri=https%3A%2F%2Fcalmatters.org%2F&embeds_referring_origin=https%3A%2F%2Fcalmatters.org
http://youtube.com/watch?v=6BuxaVdv7po&source_ve_path=MjM4NTE&embeds_referring_euri=https%3A%2F%2Fcalmatters.org%2F&embeds_referring_origin=https%3A%2F%2Fcalmatters.org
https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/24pdf/25a169_5h25.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2024/mar/04/border-patrol-slur-immigration
https://www.kjzz.org/2019-07-18/content-1069316-some-accused-border-agents-controversial-text-messages-wont-be-shown-jury
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/border-patrol-agents-tonk-usage-emails-messages-released_n_65cbcfffe4b065628a611059
https://www.kpbs.org/news/border-immigration/2025/09/22/experts-concerned-about-white-nationalist-imagery-in-ice-recruitment-materials
https://www.kpbs.org/news/border-immigration/2025/09/22/experts-concerned-about-white-nationalist-imagery-in-ice-recruitment-materials
https://calmatters.org/author/sergio-olmos/
https://calmatters.org/author/wendy-fry/
https://calmatters.org/author/wendy-fry/
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GAS PRICES
IN SANTA MONICA

CHEVRON
55.99

432 Wilshire Blvd

™ $6.%°

2601 Wilshire Blvd

SHELL $5 79
[ J

1802 Cloverfield Blvd

76 55 94
1776 Cloverfield Blvd o

CHEVRON $5 83

1732 Lincoln Bivd

SPEEDWAY
EXPRESS 55 89
[}

Spuschty 3 2555 Lincoln Blvd

SINCLAIR
55.69

1944 Pico Bivd

Chevron

CHEVRON
= 1348 Pico Blvd $5 089

ARCO <> 33?::0:3\,(1 $5.99

Chevron CHEVRON $5 97
‘ 1819 Cloverfield Bivd °

*Prices paying in card

Average gasoline prices in Los Angeles have risen 19.3 cents per gallon in the last
week, averaging $5.67/g today, according to GasBuddy’s survey of 2,135 stations in
Los Angeles. Prices in Los Angeles are 23.5 cents per gallon higher than a month ago
and stand $1.24/g higher than a year ago. The national average price of diesel has
increased 17.8 cents compared to a week ago and stands at $5.255 per gallon.

According to GasBuddy price reports, the cheapest station in Los Angeles was
priced at $4.99/g yesterday while the most expensive was $6.79/g, a difference of
$1.80/g. The lowest price in the state yesterday was $3.89/g while the highest was
$7.79/g, a difference of $3.90/g.

The national average price of gasoline has risen 10.8 cents per gallon in the last
week, averaging $4.06/g today. The national average is up 23.9 cents per gallon from
a month ago and stands 95.6 cents per gallon higher than a year ago, according to
GasBuddy data compiled from more than 11 million weekly price reports covering
over 150,000 gas stations across the country.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Santa Monica
Applications Now Open for Santa Monica Renter Aid Program

The city of Santa Monica has launched Santa Monica Renter Aid, a program offering one-time or short-
term financial assistance and housing stabilization services to eligible renter households facing a temporary
housing crisis.

Funded through Measure GS and administered by The People Concern in partnership with the city’s
Homelessness Prevention & Intervention Division, the pro-
gram is designed to help renters remain safely and stably %é
housed. Applications are due Aug. 20 and can be submitted
at Santa Monica Renter Aid.

“Nobody should lose their home over one bad month,”

Mayor Caroline Torosis said. The program puts roughly $6 NObOdY ShOllld
million directly into the hands of renters who hit a rough

patch, she said, adding that keeping people housed is 1 h . h

“more cost effective and more humane than helping them Ose t elr Ome
after they’ve already lost everything.”

To qualify, households must be Santa Monica residents, b d
be experiencing or at risk of a housing crisis, and meet Over One a
income requirements at or below 120% of Area Median

Income. Priority goes to low-income households, older |||Onth

adults, people with disabilities and families with minor chil- . .
dren at greatest risk of homelessness. - Caroline Torosis, Mayor

Applicants must provide documentation verifying eligibil-
ity. Assistance is not guaranteed and depends on eligibility,
priority criteria and funding availability. 9,

Residents who need help applying may attend free
in-person support hours through Aug. 20: Tuesdays from 3 to 7 p.m. at Virginia Avenue Park’s Park Center
Building, 2200 Virginia Ave., and Thursdays from 12:30 to 4:30 p.m. at the Main Library, 601 Santa Monica
Blvd. Paper applications, multilingual assistance and accessibility accommodations are available during
those hours.

Representatives from The People Concern will also answer questions at the State of the City event on
Thursday, July 23, from 4 to 7 p.m. The free, all-ages community event takes place on Main Street between
Hollister Avenue and Ocean Park Boulevard and highlights community achievements in 2026 and plans for
2027.

For more information, contact santamonicarenteraid@thepeopleconcern.org or visit santamonica.gov.

EDITED BY SMDP STAFF

Santa Monica

Appian Way reopens ahead of schedule after faster-than-expected
bridge demolition

Appian Way reopened to vehicle traffic Tuesday, days ahead of schedule, restoring the main access route
to the Santa Monica Pier’s primary parking lots.

The road had been expected to stay closed for up to eight days while crews demolished a section of the
existing Pier Bridge above it as part of the Santa Monica Pier Bridge Replacement Project. Instead, the work
wrapped up in a single day.

City officials credited the faster timeline to a change in construction method. Instead of saw-cutting,
which crews used in other sections of the bridge, the contractor used two hydraulic breakers to tear down
this portion. The switch sped up the work without compromising safety, officials said, allowing the roadway
to reopen well ahead of projections.

The bridge replacement project aims to improve safety, accessibility and long-term reliability at the his-
toric gateway while keeping the Pier and its businesses accessible to visitors. It is scheduled for completion
by 2028, ahead of the 2028 Olympic and Paralympic Games in Los Angeles.

More information is available at santamonica.gov/pierbridge.
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Montana Ave
Ocean Avenue goes car-free for free Art on Ocean festival Aug. 8

A scenic stretch of Ocean Avenue will trade vehicle traffic for art, music, food and community during Art
on Ocean — Palisades Park Arts Festival on Saturday, Aug. 8.

The free, all-ages event will run from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. along Ocean Avenue between California Avenue
and Montana Avenue. Organizers will close the festival area to cars, transforming the roadway beside
Palisades Park into a walkable outdoor arts destination overlooking the Pacific Ocean.

More than 100 visual artists from across California will ég
present original paintings, photography, ceramics, sculpture, =
jewelry and mixed-media and handcrafted work. Attendees -

can meet the artists and buy work directly from them. .
Live music will play throughout the day, with perfor- S
mances by Nick Kennerly, Mudslide Mojo, La Compania and anta Monlca
Country House Party spanning classical violin, Americana,
Latin jazz and dance favorites. deserves a
The Wine Garden will feature wines by Divine Vintage,
a full bar by Thirst Trap, food from Blue Plate Taco, DJ sets f h
and a Paint & Sip experience. It is limited to guests 21 and I'ee aI't S OW
that stands
alongside
the best in
Southern
California

older with valid ID; those under 21 must be accompanied by
- Jenny Rice

an adult.

Several local organizations will offer free creative activ-
ities for children and families. Paint Lab will bring a pop-up
version of its Santa Monica studio to Ocean Avenue with
free workshops, and the Kids’ Area will feature art projects,
sensory play, face painting and bracelet making.

Food and beverages will be available for purchase from
local vendors including Blue Plate Taco, Triple Beam Pizza
and Ubatuba Aca.

“Santa Monica deserves a free art show that stands
alongside the best in Southern California,” said Jenny Rice,
event organizer with Beach Native Marketing & Events. “It’s
more than an art show. It's a community celebration cen-
tered around art.”

The festival is presented in partnership with the City of
Santa Monica Office of Sustainability & the Environment,
with support from the Santa Monica Chamber of Commerce,
the Wilshire Montana Neighborhood Coalition and Paint Lab. 9 ’

After the festival, the Wilshire Montana Neighborhood
Coalition, known as Wilmont, will host its first free outdoor movie of the summer in Palisades Park.
Attendees are encouraged to bring a blanket and stay for a film under the stars.

Admission is free. RSVP is encouraged at art-on-ocean.com/santamonica. Art on Ocean is produced by
Beach Native Marketing, LLC.
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Courtesy Image
FESTIVAL: Art on Ocean festival transforms Ocean Avenue into car-free arts destination
Aug. 8, 11 a.m.—6 p.m.
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FOR QUOTES PLEASE CALL 310-573-8074

CLASSIFICATIONS Pets
Announcements Boats

Creative Jewelry
Employment Wanted

For Sale Travel

Furniture Vacation Rentals

SUMMONS (CITACION JUDICIAL) Case No.
25SMCV02967. NOTICE TO DEFENDANT:
Ernesto de Jesus Velez. YOU ARE BEING SUED
BY PLAINTIFF: Kenneth Levin. NOTICE! You have
been sued. The court may decide against you
without your being heard unless you respond
within 30 days. Read the information below. You
have 30 CALENDAR DAYS after this summons
and legal papers are served on you to file a
written response at this court and have a copy
served on the plaintiff. A letter or phone call will
not protect you. Your written response must
be in proper legal form if you want the court
to hear your case. There may be a court form
that you can use for your response. You can find
these court forms and more information at the
California Courts Online Self-Help Center, your
county law library, or the courthouse nearest
you. If you cannot pay the filing fee, ask the
court clerk for a fee waiver form. If you do
not file your response on time, you may lose
the case by default, and your wages, money,
and property may be taken without further
warning from the court. The name and address
of the court is: Santa Monica Courthouse, 1725
Main St., Santa Monica, CA 90401. The name,
address, and telephone number of plaintiff's
attorney is: . SANTA MONICA DAILY PRESS
Publish: 07/08/2026, 07/15/2026, 07/22/2026,
07/29/2026

Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage

Services
Computer Services

Apartments/Condos
Rent

Houses for Rent
Roommates
Commercial Lease
Real Estate

SUMMONSCASE NO. 23STLC02162NOTICE
TO DEFENDANT: Lauren Prakke, an
individual; and Does 1 through 20,
inclusiveYOU ARE BEING SUED BY
PLAINTIFF:  Philadelphia  Indemnity
Insurance CompanyNOTICE! You have
been sued. The court may decide against
you without your being heard unless
you respond within 30 days. Read the
information below.You have 30 CALENDAR
DAYS after this summons and legal
papers are served on you to file a written
response at this court and have a copy
served on the plaintiff. A letter or phone
call will not protect you. Your written
response must be in proper legal form
if you want the court to hear your case.
There may be a court form that you
can use for your response. You can find
these court forms and more information
at the California Courts Online Self-Help
Center (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp),
your county law library, or the courthouse
nearest you. If you cannot pay the filing
fee, ask the court clerk for a fee waiver
form. If you do not file your response on
time, you may lose the case by default,
and your wages, money, and property
may be taken without further warning
from the court.There are other legal

JULY 29,

or email legal@smdp.com
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Fitness

requirements. You may want to call an
attorney right away. If you do not know an
attorney, you may want to call an attorney
referral service. If you cannot afford an
attorney, you may be eligible for free legal
services from a nonprofit legal services
program. You can locate these nonprofit
groups at the California Legal Services
Web site (www.lawhelpcalifornia.org),
the California Courts Online Self-Help
Center (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp),
or by contacting your local court or county
bar association. NOTE: The court has a
statutory lien for waived fees and costs
on any settlement or arbitration award of
$10,000 or more in a civil case. The court’s
lien must be paid before the court will
dismiss the case.The name and address of
the court is: Los Angeles Superior Court,
Stanley Mosk Courthouse, 111 N Hill St,
Los Angeles, CA 90012The name, address,
and telephone number of plaintiff’s
attorney, or plaintiff without an attorney,
is: Orion S. Robinson, Esq., 801 S. Grand
Ave, Ste. 500, Los Angeles, CA 90017,
(213) 229-0100DATE: 04/04/2023David W.
Slayton, Executive Officer/Clerk of Court,
By N. Alvarez, DeputySANTA MONICA
DAILY PRESS07/22/26, 07/29/26, 08/5/26,
08/12/26

HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY 9:00am - 5:00pm

LOCATION 2219A Main St Santa Monica, CA 90405
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SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF
CALIFORNIAFOR THE COUNTY OF LOS
ANGELESPHILADELPHIA INDEMNITY
INSURANCE COMPANY, Plaintiff, vs. LAUREN
PRAKKE, AN INDIVIDUAL; AND DOES 1

THROUGH 25, INCLUSIVE, Defendants.
Case No.: 23STLC02162[Unlimited
excessed  $25,000]COMPLAINT ~ FOR

DAMAGESCAUSES OF ACTION: 1. Subrogation
2. NegligenceCOMES NOW  Plaintiff,
PHILADELPHIA  INDEMNITY INSURANCE
COMPANY, alleges as follows:PRELIMINARY
ALLEGATIONS1. At all times mentioned
herein, plaintiff PHILADELPHIA INDEMNITY
INSURANCE COMPANY (sometimes referred
to as “plaintiff”) was an insurance company
qualified to do business in California.2. At all
relevant times referenced herein, 1012 2nd
Street Homeowners’ Association, (hereinafter
referred to as “Insured”) is and was a business
entity insured by Plaintiff for damages
incurred in the incident described herein.3.
At all times mentioned herein, defendant,
Lauren Prakke, was an individual residing in
the City of Santa Monica in the County of Los
Angeles, State of California.4. The true names
and capacities of defendants DOES 1 through
25, Inclusive, are unknown to plaintiff.
Plaintiff therefore sues said defendants
by such fictitious names. Plaintiff will seek
leave of court to amend this complaint to
insert the true names and capacities of the
fictitiously named defendants when the
same have been ascertained.5. Plaintiff
is informed and believes and based upon
such information and belief thereon alleges,
that each defendant designated as a DOE
herein is responsible in some manner
for the acts, omissions, occurrences, and
liabilities hereafter alleged and referred
to.6. Plaintiff is informed and believes and
thereon alleges that at all relevant times
mentioned herein, Defendant, Lauren
Prakke, and DOES 1 through 25 inclusive,
and any one of them, were members of or
adjacent to the 1012 2nd Street Homeowners
Association.7. Insured is the 1012 2nd Street
Homeowners Association.8. Plaintiff is
informed and believes and thereon alleges
that at all relevant times mentioned herein,
Lauren Prakke in Apartment 2 at 1012 2nd
Street in Santa Monica was in dominion and
control of the water that flowed from her
apartment and caused the April 8, 2020
waterflow incident to Insured.9. On April 8,
2020, without warning, Plaintiff’s Insured’s
HOA (in particular, Apartment 1) experienced
water damage due to water intrusion from
water coming from Defendant’s overflowing
bathtub10. An investigation suggests
that either by Defendant’s negligence or
neglect or chosen behavior, that water was

Real Estate Loans
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coming from Defendant (most likely from
the bath tub overflowing for 5-10 minutes)
that intruded into Plaintiff’s Insured’s
HOA causing damages.l1. As a direct and
proximate result of the negligence of said
Defendants, and each of them and as a result
of the damages caused by said Defendants,
and after receiving proof of loss, Plaintiff
paid to or on behalf of Insured the sum
of $13,467.20 and became subrogated
to that amount.FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION-
SUBROGATION AGAINST ALL DEFENDANTS12.
Plaintiff hereby incorporates by reference
herein each and every allegation contained
above as though fully set forth herein.13. At all
relevant times herein, plaintiff’s insured, 1012
2ND STREET HOMEOWNERS’ ASSOCIATION,
had a policy of insurance in effect which was
issued by plaintiff and covered Commercial
General Liability. The policy number was
PHPK2003227. That at said times, 1012 2ND
STREET HOMEOWNERS’ ASSOCIATION was
insured by plaintiff against any damage
done to Plaintiff’s personal property.14. 1012
2ND STREET HOMEOWNERS’ ASSOCIATION
sustained damage to due to water damage
and made a lawful demand for compensation
upon plaintiff based upon the policy of
insurance. Plaintiff has been obligated
to pay various expenses of its insured
pursuant to the Commercial General Liability
coverage portions of the insurance policy
issued to 1012 2ND STREET HOMEOWNERS’
ASSOCIATION by plaintiff in the amount of
$13,467.20. Plaintiff paid the claim of its
insured to protect its own interests, and
not as a volunteerl5. By reason of the
aforesaid policy of insurance, the payments
made pursuant to the policy, and pursuant to
California Insurance Code Section 11580.2(g),
plaintiff subrogated to the rights of 1012 2ND
STREET HOMEOWNERS’ ASSOCIATION for all
payments made for replacement and repairs
to Plaintiff's personal property. If not for the
policy of insurance described herein, 1012
2ND STREET HOMEOWNERS’ ASSOCIATION
could have validly asserted its claim for
damages arising from the water intrusion
incident against the defendants, and each
of them.16. Justice requires that the loss be
entirely shifted from plaintiff to defendants,
and each of them, whose equitable position
is inferior to that of the plaintiff. Plaintiff is
entitled to recovery of all damages alleged
herein, which are in a liquidated form, and
is also entitled to pre-judgment interest at
the maximum rate allowed by law pursuant
to the provisions of California Civil Code
Sections 3287(a) and 3291.SECOND CAUSE
OF ACTION-NEGLIGENCE AGAINST ALL
DEFENDANTST7. Plaintiff hereby incorporates
by reference herein each and every allegation
contained above as though fully set forth

or email legal@smdp.com
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herein18. Plaintiff is informed and believes
and based upon such information and belief
thereon alleges that Defendants and each
of them so negligently, wantonly, recklessly
and carelessly allowed her bath tub to
overflow with water so as to cause damages
to Plaintiff.19. As a direct and proximate result
of the negligence of said Defendants, and
each of them and as a result of the damages
caused by said Defendants, and after
receiving proof of loss, Plaintiff paid to or on
behalf of Insured the sum of $13,467.20 and
became subrogated to that amount.PRAYER
FOR RELIEFWHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for
judgment against the Defendants, and each
of them as follows:FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION:
1. For monetary damage in the amount of
$13,467.20 2. Interest from the date of loss,
per Civil Code Sections 3287 and 3291. 3.
Costs of Suit. 4. All other damages that are
deemed proper by the Court.SECOND CAUSE
OF ACTION: 1. For monetary damage in the
amount of $13,467.20 2. Interest from the
date of loss, per Civil Code Sections 3287 and
3291. 3. Costs of Suit. 4. All other damages
that are deemed proper by the Court.
DATED: April 4, 2023ROBINSON DI LANDOBY:
Michael C. Robinson / Orion S. Robinson,
Attorneys for Plaintiff, PHILADELPHIA
INDEMNITY INSURANCE COMPANYSANTA
MONICA DAILY PRESS07/22/26, 07/29/26,
08/05/26, 08/12/26
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LOCATION 2219A Main St Santa Monica, CA 90405

COUNCIL

FROM PAGE 1

The reversal is a significant retreat from
what the City Council had approved just
weeks earlier. The council voted July 14 to
place three rent-control charter amendments
on the November ballot, including the
disputed occupant measure, which passed
4-2 with Councilmembers Lana Negrete and
Barry Snell opposed and Mayor Pro Tem Jesse
Zwick recused. The original proposal grew out
of a January council directive aimed partly at
protecting family members left behind when
a primary tenant was detained by federal
immigration enforcement, and would impose
eviction restrictions when tenants added a
spouse, parent, sibling or other qualifying
relative, or a “household” member, to a unit.

As drafted, the measure eliminated a
longstanding requirement that a tenant’s death
or incapacity trigger the eviction protection
for those left behind, instead applying it
whenever a unit was vacated for any reason,
and broadened the class of people eligible
to remain from spouses and children to any
lawfully residing occupant.

City officials told the two boards this week
that the changes had drawn concern from
outside parties, including arguments that the
measure would circumvent the state’s Costa-
Hawkins Rental Housing Act and could leave
landlords unable to recover their units at
all. City Attorney Heidi von Tongeln said
staff could not find any jurisdiction that had
eliminated the death-or-incapacity trigger
entirely or extended protections to as broad a
class of occupants as Santa Monica’s measure
proposed. She said the change was “a case of
first impression” that had never been tested
in court, and that passing it as written would
likely draw a lawsuit.

Von Tongeln and outside counsel walked
the boards through a scenario critics
have raised: if an original tenant moved
out voluntarily, a second occupant could
remain, effectively forming a new landlord-
tenant relationship, then bring in additional
occupants of their own who could remain
again once that second tenant left — creating
what several officials called a “perpetual
tenancy” problem. Von Tongeln also noted
that because the change would be made
through a charter amendment rather than

ECONOMY
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federal government to have an expiration date
is infant formula. It should not be consumed
past that date because its nutrients decline
over time.

“Infant formula is the sole source of
nutrition for the infant, and the concern is that
the child could have a nutritional deficiency”
if given expired formula, Schaffner said.

In general, people should use their own

smdp.com

a routine ordinance, any successful legal
challenge would be far harder to fix, since
correcting it would require going back to
voters at the next general election.

City Manager Oliver Chi told the boards
the city faces an Aug. 7 deadline set by Los
Angeles County to finalize ballot language,
leaving little time to explore alternatives.

Rent Control Vice Chair Kay Ambriz
initially favored keeping the ballot measure
intact but restoring the death-or-incapacity
requirement, a position seconded by
Commissioner Ericka Lesley. Commissioner
Kurt Gonska argued for scaling back the
proposal, saying the city had “proactively
invited a legal challenge” that could jeopardize
rent-control protections more broadly, while
Phillis Dudick said the board needed more
time and more public input before proceeding.

On the council side, Negrete said she
opposed the entire measure, arguing it could
create loopholes for subletting and would
hit small landlords who were unaware of the
changes. Councilmember Dan Hall said he
was reluctant to rewrite charter language “from
the dais” without a formal staff report, and
proposed advancing only the single-family-
home and owner-move-in provisions while
sending the occupant-protection concepts
back for further study ahead of the next
election cycle, in 2028. Natalya Zernitskaya
agreed, saying she shared the intent behind
the measure but wanted more time to “protect
the city and protect tenants” Ellis Raskin was
the lone dissenting voice, calling the pullback
“unprecedented” and noting the proposal
had been developed over months of public
hearings by the Rent Control Board.

After hearing that discussion, the Rent
Control Board voted 5-0 to recommend
removing the household-occupant and new-
occupant eviction protections from the ballot
measure, while taking no position on the
single-family-home and owner-move-in
provisions, which fall under the city’s housing
policy law rather than the rent-control charter.

The City Council then voted to rescind the
existing resolution and direct staff to return
with a new measure limited to the single-
family-home and owner-move-in provisions,
with Raskin casting the only “no” vote. Zwick
was absent for the vote.

editor@smdp.com

judgment and look for signs like mold, strange
odors and unusual colors to decide whether
or not to toss out food.

And follow your taste buds.

“Practice your own food stock rotation,
buy appropriate amounts of food, don’t buy
giant amounts that you won’t be able to eat,”
Schaffner said. “Because who wants to eat
poor quality food?”

By OLGA R. RODRIGUEZ Associated Press
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GRAPES. in the grid. (They may run in any direction but always in a straight line.
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Covering the city by the bay since 2001. Smdp
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fa TODAY’S BIRTHDAY (July 29)

PUZZLES

Welcome to your Year of the Lens, when everything comes into sharper focus and it’s as though you can see colors you didn’t know existed.

12,39,18 and 7.

ARIES (March 21-April 19). You know it’s yours when
youd still choose it whether you were getting applause
or not. Buck Moon mantra: I'm the only one who has to
approve. My reasons are enough, even when nobody else
completely understands them.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). You know you've outgrown
it when you keep explaining why you stay. Buck Moon
mantra: I don’t need another reason to move on. My life has
room for something that fits me better every day.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). You know you've found your
people when it feels safe to say what’s on your mind, or not
say it, because the silence is a safe place, too. Buck Moon
mantra: I can be myself. Real connection doesn’t require
constant performance.

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S CROSSWORD

CANCER (June 22-July 22). You know you've made peace
with the past when you stop rewriting the conversation in
your mind. Buck Moon mantra: Yesterday is over and there’s
no changing it now. I don’t have to win an argument that
already ended.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You know the project is a good fit
when working on it leaves you with more energy than you
started with. Energy surplus is a gift. Buck Moon mantra: I
gratefully recognize, receive and use the fuel available.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You know you're ready when
you stop looking for one more sign and start with what you
already know. Buck Moon mantra: I know enough to take
another step. I'll figure out the rest as I go.
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1 Brand of electric auto
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20 Sailor’s “yes”

21 Harass persistently
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41 Brief confession
1 3 6 42 Fiery felony
43 Thanksgiving
8 drumsticks
46 Licorice-flavor herb
6 8 1 3 7 47 Commotion
52 Portion out
7 1 5 54 Feel poorly
6 56 Mysterious glow

57 Difference of opinion

58 Spa’s soothing
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waters

61 Joint above a shin
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62 Much-admired

celebrity

) HOROSCOPES
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Wonders abound and so much beauty, it becomes the norm. More highlights: A relationship that verges on cinematic. You’ll work on a talent
and gain skill that takes you places, literally. Travels graced with good fortune. Pisces and Capricorn adore you. Your lucky numbers are: 5,

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). You know you've found the
right project when the work becomes more interesting than
the result. You enjoy solving the next problem more than
imagining the end product. Buck Moon mantra: I love the
work and the work loves me back.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). You know you've found a
good rhythm when work and rest both have a place in your
day. Buck Moon mantra: I don’t have to choose between
getting things done and taking care of myself. Both fit into a
day.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). You know you're
being honest when the words leave your mouth and your
body relaxes instead of tensing. Buck Moon mantra: I can
handle the truth. Things get simpler once I've faced it.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). You know you belong
when you stop editing yourself before you speak. Buck Moon
mantra: I don’t have to earn my place by becoming someone
else. My real voice is enough. The right people get it.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). You know you've found
the truth when it keeps making sense after you've slept on it.
Buck Moon mantra: Time helps me recognize what’s real.
Clarity comes in its own time. My job is just to stay aware.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). You know a friendship is
healthy when you leave the conversation feeling more like
yourself. Buck Moon mantra: I make room for people who
make room for me. We both leave feeling lighter - that’s the
standard.

Newsday Crossword

63 Wide neckwear
64 Have a look at
65 Viral Web post

11 Otherwise
12 Financial burden
15 More devious

IT’S BEDTIME by Steven Jopek
Edited by Stanley Newman
www.stanxwords.com

36 Japanese coin
38 Desserts with pecans
42 Egyptian snake

66 Davis of Thelma & 17 Unvarying 44 Model airplane
Louise 21 Recycling container package
23 Feeling of 45 Nervous swallow
DOWN amazement 48 Elevate

1 Inserts, as a shirt into
pants

2 Moral code

3 Direct a car

4 Make an exit T-shirt

5 Statue or portrait

6 Pale-looking

7 “This is fun!”

24 Fair-haired female

25 Also-____ (candidates
who lost)

27 Brightly colored

28 Cook in an oven
29 Luau side dish
30 Shirtsleeve insert

49 Fraction of a pound

50 Inert gas in the air

51 Dreadlocked
Jamaican

52 Boats like Noah’s

53 Toe the __ (do as
told)

54 Molecule part

8 Fish eggs 31 Borscht ingredient 55 Castaway’s spot
9 So far 32 Credit card’s 58 That guy
10 “Rodential” big once-a-year charge 59 Praiseful poem
messes 33 Musician’s mistake 60 Dustcloth
1 2 3 4 6 7 8 9 11 12
13 14
16
19
22
30 36
37
40
51
52
57
61
64
CREATORS SYNDICATE ©2026 STANLEY NEWMAN STANXWORDS @AOL.COM 07/29/26

MORE OF STAN'S CROSSWORDS! Play FREE from Stan's archives of Easy,
Hard and Sunday puzzles at: tinyurl.com/stan-newman-crosswords
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COMMUNAL GARDENING @ ISHIHARA PARK

9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. Ishihara Park 2909 Exposition
Blvd Santa Monica. Communal Garden Program Work
Days @ Ishihara Park Learning Garden - Mondays and
Wednesdays | 9:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. | Free. Come get
your hands dirty in the Communal Garden Program at
Ishihara Park Learning Garden, a communal spot to
learn and acquire gardening skills. Seasoned as well
as new gardeners of all ages are welcome. Free drop
in activity, no reservation needed. Visit the Ishihara
Park Learning Garden site for More Information.
Subject to cancellation due to weather. Visit: https:/
www.smdp.com/calendar/#/details/communal-
gardening-ishihara-park/18461167/2026-07-29T09

TODDLER STORYTIME AND SONGS

10:00 a.m. - 10:45 a.m. West Los Angeles Regional
Library 11360 Santa Monica Boulevard Los Angeles.
Toddler Storytime and Songs Join us for storytime on
Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. We share stories, songs,
and movement activities to build early literacy skills
for toddlers aged 18 months to 3 years. Visit: https:/
www.smdp.com/calendar/#/details/toddler-storytime-
and-songs/18526513/2026-07-08T10

LAUGH FOR THE HEALTH OF IT

11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Wise and Healthy Aging
1527 4th Street Santa Monica. Kim Selbert, Certified
Laughter Yoga Leader and Licensed Marriage &
Family Therapist will facilitate this class. We all need
more laughter in our lives, right? Through clapping,
guided breathing and gentle movement with music,
we will learn how to reduce stress, become more
energetic and playful and connect positively with
other seniors. It’s easy, fun and very uplifting. Visit:
https://www.smdp.com/calendar/#/details/laugh-for-
the-health-of-it/19300395/2026-07-08T11

ADULT ART STUDIO 4:30-5:30PM

11:30 a.m. - 7:30 p.m. Palisades Community Renewal
Center 3212 Nebraska Ave Santa Monica. Unleash
your creativity and connect with your community!
In case this event has been updated, please visit
https://www.pcrcsm.org/event/adult-art-studio-4-30-
5-30pm-25264 for full details before arriving. Thank
you! Visit: https://www.smdp.com/calendar/#/details/
adult-art-studio-4-30-5-30pm/18461158/2026-07-
08111

THURSDAY | JULY 30

LOW IMPACT GROUP EXERCISE CLASS

11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. American Legion Ronald
Reagan-Palisades Post 283 15247 La Cruz Drive
Pacific Palisades. Power up your Thursday with our
free, low-impact group exercise classes — open to
all members of the Legion Family, designed for every
fitness level, and held from 11:00am to 12:00pm
at Palisades Post 283. Come move, recharge, and

CALENDAR

feel great heading into the rest of your day! Sign
up here to receive emails about upcoming exercise
classes and cancellations: post283.com/exercise.
Visit:  https://www.smdp.com/calendar/#/details/
low-impact-group-exercise-class/18566926/2026-07-
1611

CLUB LATINO PARA ADULTOS MAYORES

11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Virginia Avenue Park 2200
Virginia Ave. Santa Monica. Venga, aprenda,
y diviertase cada jueves de 11 AM a 1 PM el el
salén 3 del parque Virginia. Cada semana serd algo
nuevo: Ejercicio, Hablando con amigos, Aprendizaje,
Presentadores Invitados, Salud y Bienestar. Hay
comida para los adultos mayores que participan
durante las dos horas. Para mds informacién
llame al (310) 458-8688. Visit: https://www.smdp.
com/calendar/#/details/club-latino-para-adultos-
mayores/13943928/2026-07-16T11

ELEMENTARY ART STUDIO SUMMER CAMP

1:00 p.m. - 11:00 p.m. Palisades Community Renewal
Center 3212 Nebraska Ave Santa Monica. Join us
for our summer art workshops for elementary age
kids! In case this event has been updated, please
visit https://www.pcrcsm.org/event/elementary-art-
studio-summer-camp-6d445 for full details before
arriving. Thank you! Visit: https://www.smdp.com/
calendar/#/details/elementary-art-studio-summer-
camp/19066074/2026-07-16T13

STORY-CRAFT TIME

3:00 p.m. 861 Alma Real Drive Pacific Palisades.
Listen to a story and create something inspired by
itt Recommended for children ages 3 and older.
For ADA accommodations, please call (213) 228-
7430 at least 72 hours prior to the event. Visit:
https://www.smdp.com/calendar/#/details/story-craft-
time/19018567/2026-07-23T15

HAMA SUSHI - MUSIC OPEN MIC (THURSDAYS)

6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 352 Westminster Ave Venice.
Thursday nights in Venice! Open Mic at Hama Sushi.
Exciting things are happening at Hama Sushi! Open
Mic every Thursday 6:00 p.m.- 8:00 p.m. Come on
down to Hama. The world is waiting! Visit: https:/
www.smdp.com/calendar/#/details/hama-sushi-
music-open-mic-thursdays-/18526607/2026-07-23T18

LA TECH MIXER 2026

6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. LoulLou Santa Monica 395
Santa Monica PI #300 Santa Monica. KICK OFF THE
SUMMER 2026. KICK OFF THE NEW YEAR 2026
THE RIGHT WAY WITH THE BEST NETWORKING IN
LAl As seen in Entrepreneur Magazine. We're LA’s
premier tech networking event with one of the
largest membership groups in Southern California
and growing every month! Don’t miss this opportunity
to meet your next big business connection!. $0.00
to $36.06. Visit: https://www.smdp.com/calendar/#/
details/la-tech-mixer-2026/19317956/2026-07-30T18

TULUM THURSDAYS AT LOULOU SANTA MONICA

7:00 p.m. - 11:30 p.m. LouLou Santa Monica 395 Santa
Monica PI #300 Santa Monica. Tulum Thursdays at
LouLou Santa Monica- Every Thursday from 6:00
PM - Step into Loulou’s signature Bohemian Chic
haven where the elegance of Tulum meets the coastal
glamour of Santa Monica. Sunset rooftop vibes  Afro-
Tribal House beats by DJ Yanicrash  Live percussion
performancesCocktails, cuisine & curated moments.
Inspired by the spirit of Ibiza, Mykonos, and the Riviera
Maya, Tulum Thursdays are a ritual of rhythm, flavor,
and barefoot luxury. ~ Watch the LouLou experience:
bit.ly/loulou-tulum-thursdays-yt. LouLou Santa
MonicaTulum ThursdaysEvery Thursday from 7:00
PM395 Santa Monica PI #300, Santa Monica, CA
90401(323) 410 - 2337info@loulousantamonica.
comloulousantamonica.comReserve your table now:
bit.ly/booking-loulou

MRS. WARREN’S PROFESSION

8:00 p.m. Pacific Resident Theatre 703 Venice Blvd.,
Venice. Mrs. Warren’s Profession by George Bernard
Shaw Directed by Michael Rothhaar In Victorian
England, when women enjoy few legal rights, Kitty
Warren has built an international business empire.
When her daughter Vivie, who has been “boarded
out her whole life,” graduates from Cambridge, she
presses her mother for answers as to her existence.
The truth of how her mother survived poverty is difficult
to hear; but it's not the whole story. Mrs. Warren’s
Profession takes a hard look at the choices a woman
must make, faced with little or no options before
her, and the moral implications of economic survival.
$25.00. Visit: https://www.smdp.com/calendar/#/
details/mrs-warren-s-profession/19416313/2026-07-
30720

LATE NIGHT HAPPY HOUR AT MARELLE - NIGHT CAP
MENU

9:00 p.m. - 11:00 p.m. Marelle at Sandbourne Santa
Monica 1740 Ocean Ave Santa Monica. Marelle will be
launching a late-night happy hour menu called ‘Night
Cap’ starting Monday, April 6th. Guests can order
from this menu exclusively at Marelle, bar and bar
lounge only. Visit: https://www.smdp.com/calendar/#/
details/late-night-happy-hour-at-marelle-night-cap-
menu/18409321/2026-07-23T21

FRIDAY | JULY 31

Palisades Seniors Luncheon

11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. Pacific Palisades Woman’s Club
901 Haverford Ave Pacific Palisades. Presented by
Pali Long-Term Recovery Group in partnership with
the American Red Cross and California Community
Foundation. Enjoy a delicious lunch and catch-up
with friends, neighbors and fellow Palisadians while
listening to guest speaker Sam Lagana explore Coach
John Wooden’s timeless principles for living a life
of purpose, character and integrity while sharing
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a compelling vision of hope, healing and renewal
for the future of Pacific Palisades. Visit: https:/
www.smdp.com/calendar/#/details/palisades-seniors-
luncheon/19431410/2026-07-24T1

SUMMER FAMILY MOVIE NIGHTS AT THE CAYTON
Join us every Friday this summer for family movie
night! Featuring after-hours museum access, themed
activities, snacks, and favorite films. Perfect for little
ones who can’t sit through a full movie! (Movie nights
run from 5-8PM) Summer Movie Schedule: 6/26 Space
Jam, 7/3 Homeward Bound, 7/10 Encanto, 7/17 Lyle,
Lye Crocodile, 7/24 Honey, | Shrunk the Kids, 7/31
Happy Feet, 8/7 Ratatouille, 8/14 Hook, 8/21 Coco,
8/28 Matilda. Private Movie Screenings. Bring movie
night to your next celebration. Private screenings
are available for birthday parties, group events,
and special gatherings Contact our team to create
a custom movie experience at Cayton Children’s
Museum.

Bundy Triangle Night Market

5:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. Bundy Triangle 1500 S Bundy
Drive Los Angeles. Cayton Children’s Museum will
offer free, weekly hands-on activities for children
and families at the Bundy Triangle Night Market
in Sawtelle every Friday from March 27 through
the end of October, the museum announced. The
programming, offered in partnership with Los Angeles
City Councilwoman Traci Park, will run from 5 to 8
p.m. each Friday at the Bundy Triangle, a public space
at Ohio Avenue and Bundy Drive. The broader night
market, presented by Raw Inspiration, runs from 5
to 9 p.m. Visit: https://www.smdp.com/calendar/#/
details/bundy-triangle-night-market/18490079/2026-
07-24117

SUNSET SESSIONS- BENEFITING MAKE A WISH

5:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. The Penmar 1233 Rose Avenue
Los Angeles. Music and good vibes as the Sun
sets. Visit:  https://www.smdp.com/calendar/#/
details/sunset-sessions-benefiting-make-a-
wish/19264528/2026-07-24T17

DEAR EVAN HANSEN

7:00 p.m. Miles Playhouse Pacific Palisades. Directors
Sydney Diamond and Lara Ganz lead a cast of 20 teen
actors in the powerful and deeply moving musical,
“Dear Evan Hansen,” presented by Palisades Youth
Performing Arts at Miles Playhouse, located at 1130
Lincoln Blvd, Santa Monica, CA 90403. Anxiety?
Check. Awkward conversations? Check. Life-changing
misunderstandings? Double check. Dear Evan
Hansen is a funny, moving and unforgettable musical
about friendship, family and finding connection in
a world that’s constantly refreshing its feed. Come
for the incredible music, stay for the emotional
rollercoaster, and remember: sometimes a single
letter can change everything. $15.00 to $35.00. Visit:
https://www.smdp.com/calendar/#/details/dear-evan-
hansen/19451692/2026-07-24T19
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LET'S FIX
SANTA
MONICA

I'm Doug Trussler and I'm running for

Santa Monica City Council.

Santa Monica deserves leadership
grounded in real-world experience,
honest assessment of whatisn't
working, and a genuine commitment
to the people.

SAFETY.
SUSTAINABILITY.
SMART ECONOMIC LEADERSHIP.

PUBLIC AFFORDABILITY RESTORING OUR HOMELESSNESS PARK
SAFETY ECONOMIC HEALTH MENTALHEALTH PUBLIC SPACE

DOUG TRUSSLER

www.doug4santamonica.com

See more
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